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PREFACE

DuriNe the years which preceded 1848, M. de Mont-
alembert had prepared an Introduction to the ¢ Life
of St Bernard, which it was his intention to write
after the ¢ Life of St Elizabeth.” This Introduction,
which would have been in two volumes, was intended,
according to the idea of the author, to make known
“the real character of the Monastic Orders, and the
work they had accomplished for the Catholic world,
before St Bernard had attained the highest place
in the esteem and admiration of contemporary Chris-
tendom.”

Almost the whole of the first volume was printed
and ready for publication when the Revolution of
February imposed other labours on M. de Montalem-
bert, and plunged his countrymen into political tur-
moils little compatible with the studious calm of
history. It was therefore resolved, by common con-
sent of the author and publisher, to defer the publi-
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cation to a season of less public excitement. Four
years after, when the establishment of the Empire
had sent back M. de Montalembert to more leisurcly
occupations, it was his desire to resume his inter-
rupted work : he submitted it “ to the judgment of
Monsignor Dupanloup, Bishop of Orleans, and did
not find it satisfactory.” These are his own words.
He then decided upon a sacrifice sufficiently rare
among authors: he bought back from his publisher
the large edition which had been printed, and con-
signed it to oblivion—then recommenced his work
on a different plan and a much more extended form.
From this new beginning issued the ‘ Monks of the
West.”

It was not meet, however, that the work so bravely
sacrificed should be altogether thrown away. The
critics to whom M. de Montalembert had submitted
his work, and the severity of his own judgment of
it, concerned only the first portion—the First Book of
the printed volume. The rise and early days of the
Monastic Orders had seemed to their historian to be
described too briefly: the portico had been judged too
narrow for the proportions of the edifice. Thus, all
the substance of the four hundred pages composing
the First Book appears in the volumes of the ¢ Monks
of the West ’ now given to the public.

But following this First Book, there came a picture
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of the relations between the Monastic Orders and
the feudal system exténding to the eleventh century,
which the author has traced with affectionate interest,
and which he has nowhere else repeated. There was
also a second manuscript volume, almost completed,
the purpose of which was to remind the world of
the position, constantly growing in importance and
in honour, held in the Church and in Christendom
during the eleventh century by monks, and to lead
the reader to St Gregory and St Bernard. In order
to represent briefly the progress and services of the
Monastic Orders at this period, the author evoked a
few grand figures—monks who were almost all popes,
popes who were almost all monks. He formed,
through the dense and living forest of the middle
ages, a kind of open avenue, marked by a series of
monumental statues, by which the traveller might
reach the threshold of the temple he meant to con-
secrate to St Bernard. This temple was destined
never to be raised by his hands. All he was per-
mitted to do was to gather a portion of the ma-
terials. ’

The persons to whom he bequeathed his papers,
and the task of publishing such of them as were fit,
think that they fulfil their mission in printing what
remains of a work already considerably advanced,
but not finished. All who have been able to examine
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these fragments have judged them worthy of their
author. And after having set aside the earlier part
of his work, the author himself, ever his own severest
judge, had yet the intention of some day publishing
that which is now put forth.

It is true that the task of preparing these volumes
for publication after his death was not altogether an
easy one. To bring these pages into faithful con-
formity with the manuscript of M. de Montalembert—
to oversee the printing of a book drawn from the most
various sources, filled with quotations and abounding
in notes written in different languages—required a
man possessed of a watchful and unerring erudition,
who should at the same time be of one mind with M.
de Montalembert as to religious beliefs and historical
predilections. M. Aurélien de Courson has consented
to undertake this delicate and laborious task, thus
contributing to the good work of giving to the present
generation such a picture of the monks of old as shall
do justice to their uprightness and show their virtues
in true colours.

Let us hope that this posthumous work of the his-
torian of the  Monks of the West’ may be found use-
ful ; that an exact and faithful narrative, which, by
never trying to conceal a stain, vindicates its right to
unveil every glory, may serve to exalt, together with
the honour of a noble institution long calumniated
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and proscribed, the honour of the Church herself.!
This sacred hope inspired M. de Montalembert when,
in 1860, he published the first page of that work, the
last page of which is now about to appear. This sus-
tained him later when, in painful trials and cruel
suffering, already in the grasp of death, he still con-
tinued his labours.

He hoped that his pen might become “a sword in
the hard and holy war of conscience, truth, and the
disarmed majesty of right against the triumphant
oppression of falschood and evil.”2 The holy warfare
is not less fierce now than in the time of M. de
Montalembert, and his sword may yet do service.

! Introduction to the Monks of the West, chap. i.
? Ibid., chap. x.



NOTICE.

TrE two following volumes should have been com-
pleted by an Appendix, to which M. de Montalembert
repeatedly refers his readers. But either the MSS.
intended to compuse this Appendix were lost among
the enormous mass of documents left by the illus-
trious author, or he must have thought that the nu-
merous notes placed at the foot of his pages might do
double duty with the texts that were to be placed at
the end of vol. vii. However this may be, we have
thought it our duty to warn the reader. If, after a
fresh revision of M. de Montalembert’s papers, docu-
ments of real importance should be found, we shall
not fail to print them with a new edition.

Yet another word. The hiography of St Anselm,
which is to be found in its place in the last volume
of the ‘ Monks of the West,” is not unpublished. At
the same time, before incorporating it with other
narratives, the author altered and added to it con-
siderably.

AURELIEN DE CoURSON.

Parts, January 15, 1877,
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BOOK XVIIL

THE CHURCH AND THE FEUDAL SYSTEM.
THE MONASTIC ORDERS AND SOCIETY.

¢ Conflabunt gladios suoa in vomeres et lanceas suas in falces.”—Isa1x,
il 4.

¢¢Sedebit populus meus in pulchritudine pacis, et in tabernaculis
fiducie, et in requie opulenta.”’—IsArE, xxxii. 18.

¢¢ Arma militie nostre non carnalia sunt, sed potentia Deo ad destruc-
tionem munitionum, consilia destruentes, et omnem altitudinem extol-
lentem se adversus scientiam Dei, et in captivitatem redigentes omnem
intellectum in obsequium Christi.”’—2 CORINTH. x. 4, 5.

¢ Nota i gran patrici
Di questo imperio giustissimo pio."”
— Paradiso, c. xxxii. p. 151.






CHAPTER 1.

THE INFLUENCE OF THE MONASTIC ORDERS ON
FEUDAL SOCIETY.

The feudal system and the Church. —The most celebrated monksbelonged
to the high feudal nobility.—St Gerald, Count of Aurillac.—Gifts of
the Seigneurs and of their wives.—Motives of these gifts.—Feudal
patronage.—Care of the Seigneurs for monks, —Letter of Pope Victor
II. to the Count of Blois. —Repentance of those who had failed in their
duties to the Church.—What price they attached to the prayers of
monks.—Imprecations against spoilers.

THE preceding volumes have been dedicated to the
object of recalling the immense and too much for-
gotten part played by the monastic orders in the
midst of religious society, up to that epoch which
saw the reign of St Gregory VII. and the birth of St
Bernard. Before entering upon the history of the
great struggle in which the former of these two saints
undertook, aided by the monks, to enfranchise the
Church and secure her from lay usurpations, it is ne-
cessary to glance at the influence exercised by these
monks over the different branches of secular society.
Let us begin with the feudal aristocracy, which Tne feudal
for several centuries governed Catholic Europe ; and and the

. . . . Church.
after having instanced the memorable conversions
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of many great lords in the eleventh century, who
ranged themselves under the crosier of Abbot Hugh
of Cluny, himself sprung from their own rank, we
will show what close ties united the feudal aristo-
cracy to the Monastic Orders, during the whole
period in which these two institutions existed in
their full force and freedom.

And here we ought, in the first place, to refute the
paradox by which superficial observers, too servilely
imbued with recent prejudices, seek to prove a con-
stant warfare between the Church and the feudal
system, and in their writings constantly oppose the .
monk to the knight, and the abbey to the castle.
Many propagate this strange error from pure
motives, believing themselves thus able to be use-
ful to the Church, even while sacrificing to their
modern instincts. But the best way to serve the
Church is to tell the truth, the whole truth, and
nothing but the truth. Whatever prudence may
counsel us to do when we treat with contempora-
ries, in history at least let us leave to this sacred
Truth all her freedom and power; do not let us
sacrifice her to ignorant declamation—do not let
us, above all, sacrifice with her the honour of those
heroes who slept tranquilly in their monastic tombs
until the day when Vandals came at once to pro-
fane their sepulchres and to raze to the ground the
secular abbeys which they had founded.

We have not here to write an apology for the
feudal system, from either the social or political
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point of view ;! the point more or less at issue
is to draw from it some deduction applicable to
modern society, present or future. But the past
belongs to justice, and justice imposes upon im-
partial and sincere men the duty of recognising
a verity as resplendent as the light of day, by
declaring that, of all the phases through which
society has passed, the feudal period is that which
has been most constantly favourable to the devel-
opment of the Church. After the most conscien-
tious study of the facts, we do not fear to pro-
claim, that of all the powers which have ruled the
world before or since the feudal aristocracy of the
middle ages, not one has yielded to the Church so
large a share of authority, of wealth, of honours, and,
above all, of liberty; that not one has endowed her
with monuments so gigantic, so admirable, or so

1 Let us only cite, in passing, the sentence passed upon the feudal system
by two jurisconsults of our own day, as learned as they are unsuspected of
any partiality for the side of Catholic institutions. M. Troplong spoke in
the following terms at the Academy of Social and Political Sciences, Jan. 10,
1846 : “* If the feudal system lived a life so vigorous and so widely spread
over Europe, it was because it had a right to live. It was popular at its
birth, and it was popular simply because it satisfied the generally-received
ideas as to sovereignty, and the rights of the family and of property. The
length of its reign, the grandeur and originality of its creations, the influ-
ence which it exercised during several centuries on public manners,
attest that its power was no borrowed one.”—Rapport sur les coutumes
du bailliage d’ Amiens, ap. Revue de législation, Jan. 1846, pp. 8, 9.
M. Charles Giraud, Inspector-General of Law Schools, Member of the In-
stitute, speaking, in presence of the same Academy, of the judicial insti-
tutions founded by the conquerors of Normandy and of Palestine, by the
contemporaries of St Gregory VII. and St Bernard, had already said,
¢¢ Feudal law is not what it might be supposed, tyrannieal, grasping, bar-
barous, stupid ; it is, and we must own it, HEALING, GENEROUS, ENLIGHT-
ENED, AND CIVILISING.”—Notice read at the Academy, Nov. 12, 1842 ;
Revue de législation, vol. xvii. p. 28.
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lavishly scattered over the face of the earth ; that
not one has listened so respectfully to her voice, or
furnished such numerous and valiant armies for the
defence of her liberties and her rights ; that not one,
in fine, has peopled her sanctuaries with so great a
crowd of believers and of saints. There is nothing
more natural, nothing more logical, than to attack
the feudal system in the name of philosophy and of
modern democracy ; but to attack it in the name of
the Church, which was indebted to it for all that
monarchy and democracy have now made their
prey—this is at once the height of ignorance and
of ingratitude.

Undoubtedly, under the rule of the Catholic
feudal system of the middle ages the world was
stained by a thousand odious acts of violence, a
thousand atrocious injustices ; but has it ever been
otherwise here below ? And have the successors of
the feudal rulers, from Henry VIII. down to the
Convéntion, departed from this fatal law? Yes,
truly — during the centuries of which we speak
there was seen, as there will always be seen,
cruelty, avarice, and debauchery, rebelling against
the teaching of the Church, and maintaining the
empire of evil on earth. Yes, certainly, in those
days the churches, and, above all, the monasteries,
founded or endowed by the feudal nobles, often
became the victims of usurpation and oppression
committed by the very heirs of those who had
built or enriched them. Yea, more— these very
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nobles, carried away by the eternal passion which
corrupts all the great ones of earth—by pride, by
the intoxication of power—might be seen perniit-
ting themselves to overstep the limits of justice,
of moderation, and of honour. But what has never
been seen in the same degree is the constant atone-
ment for these violences, and the immediate expi-
ation of these crimes, by marvels of humility,! of
penitence, and of pious liberality. What has never
been seen is the existence of a class of men, who, all-
powerful both in law and in fact, were yet almost
always modest and humble before the voice which
reminded them of the nothingness and the dangers
of their power, always open to repentance, always
ready to make the most generous sacrifices for the
salvation of souls and the interests of heaven, and
perpetually anxious to defend, to enrich, and to for-
tify the Church—that is to say, the only power which
could then counterbalance and repress their own.2

1 Let us instance, among so many other examples, those of Godfrey,
Duke of Lorraine, and of Boniface, Marquis of Tuscany, who, in the
eleventh century, both caused themselves to be publicly flogged in the
presence of their subjects, to obtain the Church’s pardon for violence of
which they had been guilty (Gest. Vird. epis. in CALMET, Hist. Lothar.
probat., p. 210). Guido sacer abbas Bonifacium ne venderet amplius,
ipsum ante Dei matris altare flagellat amore verberibus nudum.—Quoted
by H®&FLER, Deutsche Pibste, ii. 32.

2 Tt is the monks who, in the chronicles of various monasteries, in the
biography of the saints of their order, have preserved to us the memory
of the violent acts of the nobles, adding the strong expression of their dis-
approval ; but it is there also that they have placed on record the innum-
erable proofs of generosity, devotedness, and penitence given by these same
nobles. It would therefore be falling short of the first laws of historical

equity to study these sources of information only to draw from them a re-
cital of the abuses of a power whose benefits are inscribed on every page.
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The easy task of proving that this was the case
in the middle ages is not imposed on us here.
As for what specially regards the Monastic Orders,
we think that we have partially accomplished
it in the narratives already given, and in those

Themost Which will follow. Let us only recall the fact
EE;:E?:: that, during all the great centuries of monastic
:.’l::ejill?;l.est splendour, from St Benedict to St Dominic, the
founders of all the orders, the builders of all the
principal houses, most of the monastic saints, and
a very great majority of those abbots who are
still remembered, were sprung from the high feudal
nobility. It is not we alone who affirm this.
Open what collection you will of the memorials
of the epoch—what volume you will of Mabillon,
D’Achery, Canisius, or Marténe—and find, if you
can, a page which does not prove this fact. Need
we recall here all the reformers of the monastic
orders— Colombanus, Benedict of Anagni, Dun-
stan, William of St Benignus, Poppo of Stavelot,
&c.? all the founders of new orders — Herluin,
Romuald, Jean Gualbert, Stephen de Grandmont ?
all the Benedictine doctors and pontiffs—Gregory
the Great, Ulric, Wolfgang, Leo IX., Peter Damian,
Lanfranc, Didier of Monte Cassino? all the dyn-
asty of the great abbots of Cluny, Bernon, Odo,
Mayeul, Odilon, Hugh? all the martyrs drawn
from the cloister—Adalbert, Bruno, Boniface, Al-
phege, Gerard Sagredo, and the many others whose
names fill the pages of history ? It is easy to con-
vince ourselves that they all belonged to the noblest
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races of their time or of their country. But what
is important to insist upon is, that their example
was never without effect upon the class in which
they were born; and that while the nobles were
supreme over society, they furnished her with
models innumerable both of intrepid defenders and
of benefactors whose generosity was inexhaustible.
It would seem that evidence to the truth of this
proposition must be borne by all that we have
already written ; but how many names and facts
still remain to be cited in order to render full
homage to the historic truth upon this point !
How many admirable incidents, how many entire
lives, have we been obliged to omit! There is one,
however, which we cannot pass over in silence,
so faithfully does it represent the true character of
a notable portion of the dominant feudalism.
Gerald, Count of Aurillac, did not spend his Gerald,

life in the cloister, but practised all its virtues and A?;';:ﬁa?
austerities in the midst of the world. He was
born! of one of the noblest houses of France,?
already illustrious in having given birth to two
saints.®> In the many combats in which he en-
gaged for the defence of the poor and oppressed,
no one was ever able to resist him,* though he

1 In 836.

2 ¢¢ Carnis nobilitate tam excellenter illustris, ut inter gallicanas fami-
lias ejus prosapia, tam rebus quam probitate morum, generosior vider-
etur.”—8. Opox1s, Vit. S. Geraldi Auril, comit., ap. Bibl. Clun., p. 67.

3 St Cesaire of Arles and the beatified Areq or Arige, founder of St Yrieix.

4 ¢ Non enim auditum est aliquando quod vel eum vel milites ejus,
qui sub illius fidelitate pugnaverunt, eventus victoriee fefellisset.”—
Ibid.,p. 71.



10 INFLUENCE OF THE MONASTIC ORDERS

took the most minute precautions to render as
bloodless as possible the defeat of his encmies.!
In his youth he allowed himself to be inflamed
by the beauty of a vassal's daughter, but at the
moment of yielding he remembered the infinite
sweetness of Divine love ;2 and to shelter from his
passion her who was the object of it, he caused
the young serf to be married, giving her as a
dowry her liberty and one of his own domains.?
He loved to enfranchise his serfs ; but so mild was
his yoke and so loved was his person, that most of
them refused the freedom he offered them.* St
Odo of Cluny, who wrote the life of St Gerald,
relates a hundred delightful instances of his gentle-
ness towards his vassals, of his ardent and tender
charity, and of the extreme delicacy which distin-
guished him amidst a society where the idea of
individual property was far from being under-
stood or respected as it is now. Thus, the pro-
duce of certain of his lands was devoted to feeding
the poor, that of others to clothing them. One day,
seeing a peasant woman driving the plough because

1 ¢¢ Suis imperiosa voce pracepit, mucronibus gladiorum retroactis,
hastas in antea dirigentes pugnarent.”—S. Oponis, Ibid., 70.

? ¢‘Species per oculos cordi impressa remansit. . . . Interim sicut solent
captivi inter vincula pristina libertatis gementes memorari, suspirat Ger-
aldus, et consuetam divin dilectionis dulcedinem recolebat.”—Ibid., 72.

3 ¢ Jubet protinus patri ut hanc nuptui traderet. Quam et libertate
donavit, et quoddam prediolum jure testamentario concessit.”—JIbid.

4 ¢ Innumera sunt quee emancipavit. Quam plures ex ipsis amore ejus
perstricti libertatem recusantes, permanere magis in servitute ejus malu-
erunt. Quo facto pervideri potest quam dulce dominium in eos exercuerit.
. . . Habebat enim idem senior divinitus hoc donum ut tam ipse quam
sermo ejus gratiosus esset.”—7Ibid., 105, 81.



ON FEUDAL SOCIETY. 11

her husband was sick, he stopped greatly moved,
and having questioned the woman, gave her money
to pay a man to take her place. Another time,
when his servants had prepared his table under a
cherry-tree, from which they had gathered some of
the fruit, he caused the price of the cherries to be
given to the grumbling owner. Again, another day,
the pages who preceded him having taken some peas
from a field where the harvest was being carried in
by a labourer, he put his horse to the gallop, and,
going up to the man, asked what they had taken.
‘“ Nothing, monseigneur; for I gave them those
peas,” said the peasant. “Then may God requite
you ! ” answered the count.!

These are very small things in themselves, says
the pious biographer, but how do they show the love
of justice in this noble seigneur!2 Count Gerald
of Aurillac was at the same time capable of greater
things ; for he gave up his immense fortune to St
Peter, regarding himself only as an administrator
intrusted with its employment solely for the honour
of the Church, and the good of the monks and the
poor : and in order to remind himself of this obli-
gation, he went to Rome every second year with
ten pieces of money hung round his neck, which

1 ¢¢ Emisit equum, et ad hominem concitus venit. . . . Atille: Ego,
domine, gratis dedi. . . . Et senior: Bene, inquit, faciat tibi Deus.”—
8. Opoxis, Ibid., p. 78.

* ¢ Heec ergo res per se exigna est, sed affectus recti hominis nature
legibus conveniens, eam grandescere facit. . . . Forte dicet aliquis quod
heec relatu indigna sunt. Sed nos timorati hominis mentem per hec
exigua demonstramus.”—I'bid.
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he laid on the tomb of the blessed apostle, like a
humble serf who brings his tribute to his seigneur.!
During these journeys, as well as at home, the life
of the count was passed among monks whose prac-
tices and rules he lovingly studied. He was de-
terred from taking the monastic habit only by the
prayers of his bishop, who wished him to retain
the free use of his sword for the safety of the
province.? However, by continence, fasting, and
penances of all kinds, he assimilated himself to the
monks as much as possible ; and he was permitted
to consecrate the last years of his life to the erection,
in his town of Aurillac, of a great monastery, the
building of which he himself directed, and which
he endowed with great part of the wealth he had
assigned to St Peter. He died without being able
to install the monks there, according to his wish.3
But, some months afterwards, Cluny began its exist-
ence and entered upon the magnificent inheritance.
Donstions How many other great landed proprietors trans-
kﬁﬁﬂ;‘t’{fé‘., formed into monastic endowments, some, like
wvives. . Count Gerald, their whole patrimony, some the
most considerable part of it! To those whom we
have already named, such as Gerard de Roussillon or
the Norman leaders whose gifts we have previously
indicated,’ we may add, among a thousand others,

1 ¢ Decemque solidos ad proprium collum dependentes, tanquam sup-
plex servus, domino suo quasi censum deferret.”—S. OpoN1s, Jbid., ¢5.

2 ¢“ Pro communi salute comprovincialium,”—1Ibid., 88.

3 In 909.

¢ The 5th book of Ordericus Vitalis contains, in the enumeration of
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Aymard, Sire de Bourbon, who gave Souvigny to
Cluny ;' Guibert,2 who founded the Abbey of
Gemblours in Brabant, on the very site of his own
castle, and endowed it with all his possessions ;3
Count Eilbert of Vermandois, conqueror of Charles
the Simple, who, in concert with his wife Hersende,
built, first, Vasor,* at the gates of his castle, then
St Michel in Thiérache, and five other abbeys,
to atone for the ill done by the garrisons of the
seven fortresses he had inherited from his ances-
tors ;¢ William Lord of Talmont, in Poitou, who
also wished to establish a monastery within the
bounds of his castle, because, as he says in his
deed, “if I cannot myself live worthily for the
service of God, I wish at least to assure a home to
those with whom it pleases God to dwell ;”7 An-

gifts to St Evroul, which almost fills it, the best picture of the relations
of a monastery with the nobles of a province.

1 In 921.

2 ¢Cujus avam et aviam fatentur longam antique nobilitatis traxisse
lineam.”—Adet. SS. 0. B., vol. viii., ad ann. 962.

3 In 923. The Abbot-Count of Gemblours held, until the Revolution,
the first rank among the estates of Brabant in the order of nobles.

¢ Valeiodurum, in 944. The second abbot of this house was a young
Scottish prince, St Cadroc, who left his own country to become a monk
in France.—Act. 88. 0. B., vol. vii., ann. 975.

6 This abbey, situated at the extremity of Picardy, and on the confines
of the Ardennes, still exists, changed into a manufactory. The church is
well preserved, and presents some curious peculiarities in its five apses and
its transept, which certainly date from the first years of the twelfth century.

8 ¢ Construxerat septem maledictionis domicilia ; . . . benedictionis et
obedientiee habitacnla septem complere deliberavit.”—Chron. Valciod.,
ap. D'AcCHERY, Spicileg., vol. ii. p. 712, These were Vasor, St Michel,
Bucilly, Humblitres, Hartiéres, Florennes, and a seventh, of which I
cannot trace the name.

7 ¢ Ut qui videlicet vacare non possim quomodo Domino digne facerem,
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selm, Count of Ribemont, who, having founded
Anchin in 1079, afterwards turned his own fief of
Ribemont into an abbey before going to die glori-
ously in the First Crusade; Alain, Count of Bre-
tagne, who founded St Georges, at Rennes, as a
dowry for his sister Adela, whom he offered to God
as his most precious treasure;! Geoffrey Martel,
Count of Venddme, and his wife Agnes, who built
at Venddme itself the great abbey which for so
long was one of the first in France.2 This pious
pair did not stop there: besides Venddme, they
founded Notre Dame de Saintes ® and L’Aiguiere,*
being inflamed with the desire, then so common, to
contribute to the salvation of their souls by some
alms which would not perish.

When the fortune of a seigneur did not allow
him to make important foundations or donations,

illi saltem per me domum haberent, in quibus Dominus habitaret.” —
Deed of foundation, in 1042.

1 ¢ Sororem meam, thesaurum scilicet mihi sub sole pretiosissimum,
Deo obtuli.”—Deed of Foundation, 1030.

2 That is to say, the Abbey of the Holy Trinity, dedicated in 1040 by
seven bishops, assisted by twenty-four abbots. The Abbot of the Holy
Trinity was endowed in perpetuity by Alexander II. in 1063, with the
dignity of cardinal of the Roman Church by the title of St Priscus.
This monastery, the beautiful church of which is still standing, was cele-
brated later for the possession of the relic of the Holy Tear. The Abbot
Matthieu, of Venddme, became regent of the kingdom under St Louis. We
shall have to speak later of the Abbot Geoffrey, one of the warmest de-
fenders of the Holy See during the pontificates of Urban 11, and Pascal I1.

3 In 1047. This house was destined for nuns; and it is remarked in
the deed of foundation that they are allowed a certain number of tame
animals—** propter femincam imbecillitatem.” —MABILL., Ann., iv. 447,

¢ Or L'Bvibre, in 1056. *‘ Pro liberatione animarum nostrarum desid-
erantes aliquid non facile abolendum eleemosyn® votum Deo . . .
offerre.”
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he offered himself as a serf or vassal. This was
done by a knight named Robert de I’Anguille, who,
to obtain the right to see the bones of the abbess
St Hunegonde, offered his person in vassalage to
the Abbey of Humbliéres, in Vermandois, under
the symbol of a leash of deerskin, and added to
this the gift of a garden.!

High -born women followed these examples.
Richilde, a lady of Lorraine, when about to cele-
brate her second marriage, after having lodged for
some time at the Abbey of St Maur of Verdun,
presented herself on the eve of her wedding-day
at the abbey church, and made there the offering
of herself, and the children who might be born of
her marriage, to God and St Maur, engaging to lay
an annual tribute on the altar of the saint.?

Other women, widows and mistresses of their
wealth, disposed of it for the profit of Monastic
Orders. Traunstein, in Austria, was thus founded
by Ida, sister of the Margrave Ottocar ; Muri, in
Switzerland, by another Ida, Countess of Haps-
burg ;% Banz, near Bamberg, by Alberade, Mar-

1 ¢ Militaris vir . . . cognomento Anguillula. . . . Se ipsum ob de-
votionem per cervinam corrigiam servum obtulit, atque in exhibition
servitutis hortum jure preedii tradidit in villa que Marceja fertur.”—
Translatio S. Hunegundis, in Act. SS. 0. B., vol. vii. p. 226, ed. Venet.

3 ¢ Placuit ipsi ut de se ipsa potius quam de rebus ceteris et alienis
victimam Deo et &, Mauro solveret. . . . Seque ipsam et liberos ex se
nascituros Deo et S. Mauro vovit, ea lege ut unaqueque proles annuum
censum ad altare 8. Mauri offerret, mas quidem denarios duos, femina
tres obolos.”—MABILL., Ann. Bened., 1. Ixx. c. 71.

3 In 1027. This abbey, which has just succumbed to the attacks of the
vile imitators of French vandalism, was celebrated for its rich library,
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chioness of Hohenburg ;! St Denis of Broqueroie,
in Hainault, by Richilda, widow of the Count of
Hainault and Flanders.? The Viscountess Hilde-

garde of Chiteaudun gave her estate of Beaumont

to the monks of St Pére at Chartres, on condition
that they should bury her in their cloister, where,
walking over her tomb, they might remember to
pray incessantly for her.

It would be vain to seek a worldly reason, a tem-
poral end, for a generosity so constant and complete.
It would be difficult to explain it by the mere
desire to secure a venerated tomb with an epitaph
as laconic as that which may still be read amidst
the ruins of the Abbey of Margam in Wales : *—

Weve : lies : fMaurice : Ve : Lundres : the : founder:
May : Gob : recompense : his : work.

It would be a mistake, above all, to attribute
these sacrifices to a disgust for the good things
of this world, to satiety, to melancholy, or even to
the lessons of misfortune. Such dispositions are
met with only in societies tending to their decline ;
they agree in no way with the young and energetic
life of the middle ages.

where, in the twelfth century, were found Martial, Persius, Statius, and
Homer. It had the privilege of ennobling all who took the vows there.
—HURTER, vol. iii. book xxi. ¢. 6, notes 379 and 588.

! In 1058. 2 In 1080.

3 ¢« Fo tenore quod post exitum meum sepeliar in claustrum mona-
chorumn, ut semper transeuntes super meum tumulum orent pro me
jugiter.” —det. SS. O. B., vol. viii. p. 281, ad ann. 1030.

4 Of the order of Cistercians, in Glamorgaushire.—J. M. NEeaLrk,
Hierologus, p. 66.
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It was, on the contrary, from the very midst
of gaiety, of happiness, and of power, that there
issued those spontaneous and abundant offerings,
those acts of generosity and devotion, which were
at the same time acts of faith and humility. Let us
hear the testimony on this matter of the greatest
English noble of the tenth century, Athelwin, Duke
or Count of East Anglia, as widely renowned for
his rank and his valour as for his joyous and cor-
dial good-nature! “I am,” said he to the Arch-
bishop St Oswald,? in allusion to the words of
the Gospel, “a man subject to others, and having
command over many men; birth, fortune, talent,
eloquence, the affection of rich and poor, have
placed me very high : but as all power comes from
God, I fear lest I should abuse mine to the injury
of my soul; for I know only too well that the
more there is given to me, the more will be de-
manded of me. . . . I please myself sometimes
with good thoughts, but the unforeseen necessities
of my position turn me away from them; I am
drawn from them sometimes by the oversight of
the king’s labourers, sometimes by the cares of
military exercises, the payment of the soldiers, the
decision of lawsuits, the punishment of criminals,
and many other affairs in which it is hard not to

1 “Dux inclytus . . . domi religione, foris virium exercitatione et dis-
cipling militaris usu peroelebris, nobilitatem quam natales contulerant,
morum venustate perornans, jocundi vultus et hilaris aspectu, reverendus
urbana facundia, comis sermone, &c. . . .”"—Chron. Ramesens., c. 8, ad
Vit. 8. Oswaldi in Act. SS. 0. B., vol. vii. p. 718.

3 Monk of Fleury and Archbishop of York.

VOL. VL B
>
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do wrong to any ome.”! The archbishop calmed
the duke’s anxieties by recommending him to
found in some part of his domains a mon-
astery, the monks of which should pray for him.?
Athelwin adopted the idea eagerly; and thus rose,
in the midst of the fens of Huntingdonshire, the
great Abbey of Ramsey, which the Anglo-Saxon
lord endowed richly with estates, which he pro-
tected with the tenderest solicitude, and which he
chose as his sepulchre.

Sometimes it was a sudden and irresistible in-
spiration which dictated to generous hearts these
acts of great and constant munificence. This,
for instance, is what is related by Count Hugh
of Champagne at the end of a deed which recites
the numerous gifts made by him to the Abbey of
Molesmes : “ We were coming from the council
of Troyes,® Hugh, William Count of Nevers, and
I, and we were going to Molesmes to settle differ-
ent affairs. In spite of us, the brothers came in
procession to receive us. At the end of the pro-
cession my heart was, as I believe, touched by
God ; in presence of the Abbot Dom Robert, and

1 ¢“Ego enim homo sub alterius potestate, super alios potestatem
exercens, quem ingenuitas generis, quem opum copia terrenarum, &c.

. . attollit . . . quemn etsi bonis forte juvat aliquando studiis impli-
cari, improbus contrarie necessitudinis non permittit accessus, . . . me
enim seu angariarum regalium, seu exercitationum bellicarum . . . seu
aliorum quorumlibet negotiorum forensium . . . importuna vexatio de-
fatigat.”—Chron. Rames., loc. cit.

2 ¢ Quorum precibus et defectus suppleri et peccata tua possent
expiari.”—Ibid., p. 719.

3 Held by the cardinal legate, Richard, Bishop of Albano, in 1104.
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the other monks still in their albs, I approached
the altar, and placed upon it my ring, taken from
my finger, to show that I made over to them half
the lands of Rumilly, of which, however, I retain
the use during my life, having already given them
the whole of the first half of these lands. The
Count of Nevers, the Viscount of Damecy,! the

Count of Bar, and others, acted as witnesses for
me.” 2

Sometimes it was to sanctify their entrance into
the order of knighthood that the nobles presented
these pious gifts. William de Tancarville, chamber-
lain of Normandy, and grandson of the founder
of St George’s at Bocherville, obeyed one of these
impulses when he came, the fifth day after having
been armed a knight, to offer at the altar of St
George his sword, which he ransomed by giving
several churches to the monastery.?

1 Damiciaci ?

3 ¢“Post processionem vero, ut credo, divinitus tactus, in presentia
domini Roberti abbatis ceterorumque monachorum adhuc in albis
astantium, accessi ad altare . . . extracto de proprio digito annulo in
donum de tota potestate super altare pomens, deincepsque perpetuo
possidendam contradidi.” —Deed of confirmation granted at Chdtillon in
1108, ap. MABILL., 4nn., vol. v., Append., No. 60.

3 “Quinto die post susceptum militie cingulum . . . ibi obtuli gladium
menm super altare S, Georgii, et tunc, consilio et admonitione sociorum
meorum, nobilium virorum, scilicet Roberti de Sis, dapiferi mei, &c.,
redemi gladium meum per dona et confirmationem plurium ecclesiarum.”
—ORDERIC. VITAL., L. vii. p. 698. This fact belongs to the year 1114.
In transcribing it and some others which we quote in this chapter, we
have passed the chronological limit that we had fixed for this first exam-
ination of the Monastic Orders ; but in this class of facts there is no dif-
ference between the tenth and eleventh centuries on one hand, and the
twelfth on the other, as indeed will be seen in the continuation of this
history when we have to speak of the life of St Bernard. Moreover, in
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Sometimes the purpose of donations and alms
was to expiate culpable extravagance, as is con-
fessed by Arnold de Lay, who, to live generously
according to the dignity of the century, and not
to seem miserly, had loaded himself with debt,
and had no longer even the means of giving alms.
Being reduced to borrow two thousand sous from
the monks of Savigny in the Lyonnais, Arnold
repaid the obligation by the gift of the village of
Vindreu.!

Sometimes, finally, the donors despoiled them-
selves in order to seal the generous pardon of
a mortal offence; such was the wish of Roland,
Seigneur of Lyré,2 when he brought the murderer
of his brother to Marmoutier, and placed him in
the hands of the abbot and chapter, that he might
be tried and punished. There the homicide, who
was named William Girolet, was able to atone for
his crime by giving up, for the benefit of his vie-
tim’s soul, all that he possessed in the parish of
Saint Sauveur; and this sacrifice was made sym-
bolically by laying on the high altar of the abbey
a penance-rod,® after which the generous Seigneur

order to avoid repetitions, it was necessary to endeavour to bring together
in our work any analogous features.

! In 1128. “‘Vir nobilis . . . quia secundum seculi dignitatem
gloriose vixeram, et ne parcus viderer, multa largiendo re alieno
oppressus fueram, nec habebam in thesauris unde clamor pauperum
posset reprimi,” &c.—MARTENE, 4nan., book 1xxv., No. 46,

2 Lyriaci?
3 “Generale capitulum, monachis hinc inde residentibus, intravit et
pro anima ejus quem occiderat, . . . cum virgula disciplinali . . .

donum inde cum ipsa virgula super majus altare posuit.”—Arckiv. Maj.
Monast., ap. MARTENE, Annal. Bened., book Ixxiv., No. 170.
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of Lyré added to this ransom of his brother’s life
a tithe of his own vineyards.

Moreover, these noble benefactors took -care
themselves to reveal the thoughts which animated
them, and we are perfectly acquainted with the
motives which led them thus to strip themselves
of their wealth. The gratitude of those they
enriched has preserved their narratives in the
charters of foundation or donation, which form
the grandest titles ever possessed by any nobility.
They are so numerous that we may take one at
hazard. “To Almighty God,” says William Count
of Provence, in giving Manosque to the abbey of
St Victor at Marseilles—* to Almighty God, who
has given us all we have, we desire to offer in
return some portion of His own gifts in the form
of alms or allodium, to Him and to His holy martyr
Vietor.” 1 “If it is just,” says Odo Count of Blois,
son of the restorer of Marmoutier—*if it is just,
and according to Christian piety, that the great
ones of the century apportion for the maintenance
of the churches, where they serve God, a share of
the riches which they have received by hereditary
right and lawful succession from their ancestors,
it would be in the highest degree unjust not to
restore to the house of God what it has been robbed
of by the iniquities of the past.” 2

! In 1013. ‘... Offerimus atque donamus omnipotenti Deo, qui
nobis dedit omnia quee habemus, de ipsis donis suis aliquid in eleemosyna
ad proprium alodem sanctoque Victori ejus martyri, et abbati presenti
domno Wilfredo. . . .”—MABILL., Ann. Bened., vol. iv. p. 216.

? In 1027. “8i justum esse credimus et christians pietati congruum
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Most frequently it was the interest of their
souls which guided the givers. “I, Gervais "—so
runs the deed of gift of a noble of Maine in favour
of Marmoutier—* I, Gervais, who belong to the
chivalry of the age, caring for the salvation of my
soul, and considering that I shall never reach God
by my own prayers and fasting, have.resolved to
recommend myself in some way to those who
night and day serve God by these practices; so
that, thanks to their intercession, I may be able to
obtain that salvation which I of myself am unable
to merit.” ! ‘It is written,” says a knight of Aqui-
taine, “that almsgiving extinguishes sin as water
extinguishes fire. And having well considered
this, I, Codotre of Guillac, yield and give up my
forges and their dependencies to the monastery
of La Sauve.”? ‘“The prudent ant,” says Peter,
Seigneur of Maule in Vexin, at the founding of
the priory of his own name for the benefit of the
Abbey of St Evroul—“the prudent ant, as she

ut potentes seculi hujus de propriis facultatibus quas a prioribus suis
jure hereditario possidendas per legitimas successiones suscipiunt, ecclesiis
Dei famulantibus unde sustententur, tribuant,” &c.—MaBILL., Ibid.,
Append., No. 41.

1 ¢“Ego Gervasius homo militiee sculari deditus, curam gerens de
salute animee mes, et perpendens me jejuniis et orationibus meis ad
Deum pervenire non posse, cogitavi aliquo modo me illis commendare,
qui Deo in talibus die ac nocte deserviunt, ut corum intercessionibus
quz per me non poteram, salutem illam mererer invenire,” &c.—Act.
S8. 0. B., in Vit. 8. Bartholom. abb., vol. ix. p. 394, ad ann. 1070.

2 About 1106. “‘ Scriptum est quod sicut aqua extinguit ignem, ita
eleemosyna extinguit peccatum. Quod ego, Codoerius, percipiens con-’
cedo forgia. . . .”—Chartul. Maj., fol. 50, ap. CiroT, Histoire de Notre-
Dame de la Sauve, vol. ii. p. 13.
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sees winter approach, makes the more haste to
bring in her stores, so as to assure herself of
abundant food during the cold weather. I, Peter,
profiting by this lesson, and desirous, though a
sinner and unworthy, to provide for my future
destiny—I have desired that the bees of God may
come to gather their honmey in my orchards, so
that when their fair hive shall be full of rich
combs of this honey, they may be able, while
giving thanks to their Creator, to remember some-
times him by whom the hive was given.” 1
Monasteries thus founded, restored, or enriched,
were regarded by the nobles as the most precious
appanage of their houses. Thus, Count Theobald
of Blois and Champagne, son of that Odo whom
we have recently quoted, having been defeated
and taken prisoner by the Count of Anjou, and
finding himself obliged to cede Touraine as ransom,
chose at least to reserve expressly for himself and
his descendants the patronage of Marmoutier,
near Tours.? This patronage, apart from the abuses
which pertain to the lawyers, was at once an honour

1 ¢Unde formica prudens, tanto attentius quanto hiemem venire sentit
ocius. . . . Apes Dei meis in viridariis eo tenore mellificare volui,
quatinus cum canistra sua gemmata favis plena fuerint, Creatori suo
exinde referent laudes, atque sui benefactoris sint aliquando memores”
(here follows the enumeration of the lands given).—Dced of 1076, ap.
ORDER. VIT., 1. v. p. 440, 442, ed. Leprévost. The learned editor adds
that one of the churches built by Peter de Maule was completely razed
after the Revolution, except the base of a tower, which was turned into a
dwelling.

? See the charter of the son of this Connt Theobald, who died in 1090,
ap. MABILL., Ann., vol. v., Append., No. 40.
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and a burden. It was not enough to build mon-
asteries and endow them; being founded, they
must be preserved. It was constantly necessary
to repair, to re-establish, and to protect these holy
houses, exposed as they were to all the vicissi-
tudes of the times, and to all the violences of a
society expressly organised for war. Omitting
some regrettable exceptions, the chivalry of Europe
did not fail in this noble mission, which was
imposed as a duty of their rank.! Who can tell
the number of those knights whom the historian
Aimoin saw arrive, sword in hand, for the defence
of Fleury 72 After having drunk to the memory
of the venerable father Benedict, and eaten of the
monks’ bread, these valiant men rushed upon the
enemies of the monastery and put them to rout.?
How many times was there found, for the pro-
tection of the nearest or most honoured abbey,
an association of seigneurs like that of the ten
knights of Guienne, who, taking as leader the
nephew of the noble Duke William of Aquitaine,
united themselves under the title of defenders and
protectors of the Abbey of Notre-Dame de la
Sauve, and, after having communicated, kissed the

1 ¢“Est nobilium hominum quosque religiosos pro posse suo venerari
eorumgque possessiones tueri et augmentando de suis propriis largitionibus
accrescere.”’—Charter quoted in Dom LoBiNEAvU, Hist. de Bretagne, vol.

ii. p. 292.
2 Towards the year 1000. ¢‘Vino in amore patris Benedicti prius
epoto . . . panes ex iis quibus monachi vescebantur, quos ipse cum

suis certamen intraturus, in escam sumeret.”—AIMOIN. FLOR., ap. Du-
CHESNE, Script. Franc., iv. 138, 140. The body of St Benedict was
at Fleary.
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paten, and caused their swords to be blessed in
the church of the monastery, engaged themselves
by oath to avenge the injuries suffered by the
monks, to defend their property, and to protect
the pilgrims who visited them !1

Even those who did not fight for the abbey,
acknowledged, in time of war, the rights of mon-
asteries to special protection—a protection which
these holy communities extended in turn to the
poor, and to the inhabitants of their neighbour-
hood.? Those who transgressed this law of piety
and honour, who despoiled or insulted the de-
fenceless monks, were objects of the fierce deri-
sion of their fellows. “Come,” they cried, “and
measure yourselves with us. We do not wear
cowl and capuchin ; we are knights like yourselves.
We defy you to combat; we will teach you what
war means,” 3

! Towards 1080. CiroT DE LA VILLE, History of the Abbey and Congre-
gation of Notre-Dame de la Sauve, vol. i. p. 207. The aunthor gives the
names of the ten knights, among whom are the Count of Bigorre, two
viscounts of Blanquefort, &c.

2 ¢ Parnenses autem exultabant, eo quod monachis subderentur, sper-
antes ut eornm patrocinio contra collimitaneos Normannos tutarentur.”
—ORDER. VIT., book iii. p. 132, ed. Leprévost. The protection enjoyed by
the serfs and peasants belonging to monasteries is shown by many anec-
dotes, related by Aimoin of Fleury and by Raoul called Tortarius, on
the miracles obtained by St Benedict at Fleury, in the environs, at
Pressy in Burgundy, &c. There may be found, also, a touching instance
of the force of this intervention, in the case of a holy monk alone and
on a journey, for the benefit of a population suffering from the march of
invading armies, in the narrative of Raoul, a monk of St Trond, ap.
D’AcHERY, Spicileg., vol. ii. p. 659, quoted also by D1eBY, Mores Cath.,
x. 361, and by STENTZEL, Geschickle der Princkischen Kaiser, in fin.,
vol. ii.

3 ¢ Cum opprobrio et derisione a militibus sibi obviis frequenter audi-
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This constant solicitude of knights and nobles
for the monasteries was shown in a variety of
minute and affectionate cares, the recital of which
animates and embellishes the monastic annals.
We see there that the greatest personages of the
feudal system did not regard as beneath them the
smallest precautions which related to monks.
William VIIIL, Duke of Aquitaine and Count of
Poitiers, did not think it enough to have founded
and richly endowed the Abbey of Montierneuf
in his capital of Poitiers,! after having? made
a journey to Rome to confer about it with Pope
Gregory VIIL ;® at his return from his frequent
expeditions—undertaken either to subdue rebellious
feudatories, punish oppressors, or restore security
to the roads or villages—he never failed, before
entering his palace, to pay a visit to the monks,

erunt : Huc venite, milites. Non enim cucullali, sew coronali sumus; sed
milites in armis vos ad bella provocamus. Socii vestri sumus; cxperiri
debelis quid agere possumus. Improperiis hujusmodi crebre erubuerunt, et
plures eorum duros ictus perpessi corruerunt.”—ORDER. VIT., book xiii.
p. 904. It may be noted, also, with what zeal and courage two knights
named Adalbert and Bozon hurried to the help of the Abbey of Stavelot,
in the time of Abbot Poppo, in 1020, and put to flight the invaders
of the monastery.—EVERHELM., Vit. S. Popponis, No. 20, in Act. SS.
BoLLAND, January, vol. ii.

1 In 1075.

* Charter of 1086, quoted by M. pE CHERGE, ex MSS. D. FONTENEAU,
Mém. des Antiquaires de U'Ouest, ann. 1844, p. 249.

3 ¢“Ita cervicositatem Aquitanorum procerum sibi subdiderat . . . tanto
terrore cunctos per fuderat, ut nec in ipsis hominibus illi tyrannice
potestatis jure auderent, ut prius soliti erant, grassari. Tanta pace
regnum Aquitanie potiebatur, ut nunquam auditum sit uspiam viatorem
aut ruricolam disturbatum fuisse.”—MARTINI MoNAcHI, Hist. Monast.
Nov., ap. MARTRNE, Thesaur. Anecd., vol. iii. p. 1215.
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whom he called his lords.! He went even into
their kitchen, and inquired of the cellarer what
the monks were going to eat that day; and if
he heard that it was only eggs, cheese, or very
small fish, he would order his treasurer to provide
the cost of a more nourishing diet.? In return,
the monks, after William’s death, showed the most
affectionate anxiety for his soul; and beside the
daily prayers on his behalf and the solemn cele-
bration of his anniversary, they caused his cover to
be laid every day in the refectory, with the justitia,®
or measure of wine allotted to each monk, as if the
duke were one of them, and was going to sit down
with them to their meal. Sometimes the givers
stipulated beforehand the price to be paid for their
generosity. Thus, this same Duke William of
Aquitaine, when he granted to the Abbey of Grande-
Sauve the right of sauvetat—that is to say, the
right of having a special court, being freed from
all jurisdiction and all imposts and tolls, and the
right of asylum and sanctuary for pilgrims and
travellers—stipulated that in exchange for this they
should sing a mass for him every week, and should
every day give to the poor the rations of one
monk, for his benefit, as long as the abbey church

1 ¢“Non ante ad palatium descendebat . . . quos suos ipse dominos
vocabat.”—MARTINT MoNAcHI, J¥d., p. 1214.

* ¢‘Ipse quidem in coquinam ibat, et cellarium quid monachi comesturi
erant interrogabat : a quo cum audiret ova aut caseum, vel certe de
minutis pisciculis, statim suo stipendiario jubebat ut nummos exhiberet
ad meliora fercula preeparanda.” —7bid.

3 Ivid., p. 1217.
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should stand.! Twenty-four years later, after
having founded the Church of St Barthélemy on
his estate of La Barde, and having given it to La
Grande-Sauve, with many other offerings, Raymond
Sanche de St Paul, when on his deathbed, sur-
rounded by seventy knights, demanded that, in
gratitude for his gifts and in memory of his name,
they should receive and entertain, in the priory,
one poor man, in perpetual succession for ever.2
The responsibility they thus took upon them of
maintaining the prosperity and independence of
the monks, and so securing the salvation of their
own souls, they called, according to the expression
of Pope Victor IL, doing the work of God. The
Pope wrote in the following terms to Count Theo-
bald of Blois: “ We know the anxiety which
animates you on the subject of good and bad
monks, and the glory which the Almighty has
caused you to win before all men, on account of
it. . . . The Abbot of Montierender has related
to us with tears of joy all the services which the
greatness of your piety has rendered to his abbey,
in correcting unworthy brothers, causing his vil-
lages, mills, and other property, to be restored to

1 ¢ Przbenda pro eo pauperibus eroganda quandiu steterit ecclesia.”
—CIRor, i. 282-285-596 ; MABILL., Ann. Ben., vol. v., Append., No. 14.

? Towards 1156.—Chartul. Majus, No. 180, ap. Ciror, ii. 91. In
1182, Pierre de Rions, another benefactor of the Abbey of Grande-Sauve,
caused five of the principal monks to be summoned to his deathbed. He
took in his arms his son, who was still a child, and begged the monks to
be as a father tohim ; then he received from them the monastic habit, and
died in peace.—Chartul. Majus, f. 82 ; CiroT, Hist. of La Grande-Sauve,
vol. ii. p. 8.
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him, and rebuilding his bridges to the great satis-

faction of many, as far off as the isles of the seca

in England and Scotland, and to the great dis-

pleasure of the wicked. We give you abundant

thanks, and we exhort you always to remember

that if you listen to those who speak to you of

God, God will listen to those who pray to Him for

you. For this is why the Almighty Lord has in-

trusted the government of the people to good men ;

it is that by their hands He spreads abroad the

gifts of His omnipotence among those whose chiefs

they are. Do the work of God, and God will do

yours.”! When, in the course of their warlike lives,

these princes and seigneurs had not done the work

of God, when they had failed in this sovereign

duty, with what humility they sought to expiate

their fault! When Count Geoffrey of Venddme Repent.

had violated the immunities of the burgher vas- those

sals of the great Abbey of the Holy Trinity, founded ¥ronged

by his father at Venddme itself, we see him, touched Chureh.

by the grace of repentance, and by the exhortations

of the apostolic legates, entering the abbey chureh

barefoot, throwing himself at the knees of the abbot,
1 ¢¢Quia si pro Deo loquentes auditis, pro vobis orantes Omnipotens

idem exaudiet. Propter hoc omnipotens Deus bonos quosque ad popu-

lorum regimina perducit, ut per eos omnibus quibus prelati fuerint

dona sum potestatis impendat. Facite quod Dei est, et Deus faciet quod

vestrum est.”’—MABILL., Ann., . Ix., No. 80, ad ann. 1056. St Gregory

VII. wrote in the same way to Countess Aldilasia, recommending to her

the Abbeys of Fructuitres and of St Michel at Cluses: ‘“ Ad hoc tibi

a Domino et honoris dignitas et potentie amplitudo concessa est, ut in

suo suorumque servitio expendatur, et tu eis carnalia tua libenter im-
pertiens, de spiritualibus eorum participinm merearis.”— Ep., i. 87.
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and swearing, while he placed on the altar his pon-
iard and four silver coins, that he would hencefor-
ward respect the right of the monks.!

Let us now suppose ourselves present at the
last moments of one of the greatest nobles of
Germany and Italy in the eleventh century,
Godfrey with the Beard, Duke of Lorraine and
Tuscany, husband of the Countess Beatrix, and
indomitable rival of the Emperors. Feeling his
end approach, he implores Thierry, Abbot of St
Hubert, to come to Bouillon to receive his last
confession. The monk arrives, and at the sight
of the duke lying in the agonies of death, far from
seeking to conciliate him by softness, he lifts his eyes
to heaven, and addressing himself to God in the
language of the prophet, “Lord,” he says, “ Thou
bast brought down this proud man as one wound-
ed!” “Nothing is more true, dearest father,”
replies the duke; then having made his confession
in the midst of tears and sobs, he calls for his
sword, and giving it with his own hand to the
abbot, says to him, “ My father, I yield it to
you; you shall bear me witness, at the judgment
of God, that I have humbly renounced the chivalry
of the age.” Then remembering the promise of a
monastic foundation which he had made in pre-
sence of the Pope himself, he caused himself to be
carried, followed by his son and his nobles, to the
Church of St Peter of the Bridge; and having

1 ¢ Quatuor solidos cum cultello suo.”—MABILL., 4nn., 1. Ixix., No. 92.
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solemnly endowed it with some lands and a thou-
sand livres of silver out of his patrimony, he makes
a present of it to the Abbey of St Hubert, and
requests that the monks may be immediately in-
stalled. At the sound of the bell which calls the
brothers to their canonical hours, the duke feels
himself refreshed, and forgets all his sufferings.!
The son of Godfrey, the unworthy husband of
the famous Countess Matilda, deferred for a long
time the execution of his father’s donation ; but the
sound of the monastery bells, which had consoled
the old man’s last moments, served this time to
trouble the conscience and vanquish the greed of
the avaricious young one. During a winter night,
when he had given up his own bed to his guest,
Bishop Hermann of Metz, beside whom he was
sleeping, the bishop, awakened by the bell for
matins, asked what monks lived in the neighbour-
hood ; to which the duke replied, they were those
whom his father had placed at St Peter’s of the
Bridge. ‘Happy those,” said the bishop,  whom
neither the dulness of night nor the inclemency of
the bitter winter prevent from praising the Creator
1 ¢Ta humiliasti sicut vulneratam superbum. Dux ad verbum abbatis
compunctus : Pater, ait, carissime, nihil verius. Gladium suam deferri
jussit, quem . . . abbati reddendum presentavit, enmque sibi testem
futucum, &e., inclamavit. . . . Auditis campanis quibus hore canonice
mon-chico ritu significabantur, ejusdem infirmitatis quasi oblitus, qua-
dam mentis hilaritate recrearetur. . . . Ex quo enim ceepit infirmari
nullos convivas nisi pauperes habere voluit. Hujus, inquit, officine
semper procurator esse debuissem, si mihi,” &c.—Hist. Andaginensis, c.

82, in Ampl. Collect., vol. iv. He died in 1070, and his son Godfrey the
Hunchback in 1078.
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of the world! But unhappy, a thousand times
unhappy, thou, whom neither the fear of God
nor the love of a father canst move! Unhappy
thou, who hast fraudulently detained the alms he
gave, and still refusest them to brothers so pious!”?
The duke, confounded, burst into tears, and without
further delay repaired his fault.

The nightly chant of the monks, which thus
awoke remorse in the souls of the negligent, on the
other hand filled with courage and confidence the
sons of knights who had faithfully done the duties
of their rank and kept their engagements towards
the servants of God. For example, two centuries
after the epoch which has been the special object
of our researches, Count Ralph of Chester, founder
of the Cistercian Abbey of Deulacres,? was com-
ing back from the crusade in which Damietta had
been taken, and in which he had covered himself
with glory,® when a violent storm assailed his ship.
Towards ten o’clock in the evening, as the danger

1 “ Inhorruerat hyems asperrima, exceptus a duce ut decebat . . . cum
post ceenam in lecto ducis pausaret, duce altrinsecus in eadem cumera
quiescente. . . . Miratus episcopus ea tali hora campanas audire, inter-
rogavit. . . . Tu quoque infelicior infelicissimis, quem necdum emolliunt
vel timor Dei, vel amor patris, qui cleemosynam ejus defraudaveris,” &c.
—Hist. Andaginensis, c. 38.

? In 1214. The name of the abbey was given in the following manner :
The grandfather of Ralph ordered his grandson, in a vision, to remove the
white friars of Pulton to a more convenient site. Ralph announced to his
wife, Clémence de Foug®res, his resolution to obey the injunction ; towhich,
says the chronicler, the Countess replied, Gallicis verbis, ** Deux encres,” or
¢‘ Deu lacres "—that is to say, God prosper it. And then the Count, ‘‘ con-
gratulans ad dictum ejus:” ‘¢ Hoc,” inquit, “‘crit nomen ¢jus loci, Deula-
cres.”—DUGDALE, Monasticon Anglicanum, vol. i. p. 890, ed. 1682,

3 ¢«“Ubi Ranulfus comes dux Christiani cohortis preestitit gloriosa.”
—Ibid.
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every moment increased, the Count exhorted the
exhausted crew to redouble their exertions until
midnight, promising them that at that time the
tempest would cease.! At midnight he himself confidence
lent a hand, and worked harder than anybody.? n%ttﬂeg in
Soon afterwards the wind fell, the sea grew calm ; oft o
and when the pilot asked Ralph why he had com-
manded them to work until midnight only, the
Count answered, ‘ Because from that hour the
monks and other religious persons whom my ances-
tors and I have established in different places, rose
to sing the divine service; and when I knew that
they were at prayer, I had reason to hope that,
thanks to them, God would command the tempest
to cease.” 3

But it was not only a pious confidence in the
prayers offered in the monasteries which kept up
among the princes and feudal lords their respect
for old foundations ; this respect was, above all,
strengthened in their hearts through the terror
inspired in faithful believers by those fearful mal-

1 ¢ Laborate interim usque ad mediam noctem. . . . Gubernator navis
dixit ad comitem : Domine, commenda te ipsum Deo, quia tempestas
crescit et nos deficimus laborare, et in periculo vite sumus,”

? “ Coepit juvare fortissime in rudentibus et antemnis. . . . plus quam
omnes viri qui erant in nave.”—DUGDALE, Ibid.

3 ¢ Quia e media nocte deinceps monachi mei, et alii religiosi quos pro-
genitores mei et ego in diversis locis fundavimus, surrexerunt ad cantan-
dum servicium divinum, et tunc confisus sum in eorum orationibus,” &ec.
—1Ibid. William le Breton, in his ¢ Philippéide,’ c. iv., relates a similar
story of the confidence of Philip Augustus in the prayers of the monks of
Clairvaux, during a terrible storm which assailed him in the Straits of
Messina, on his way to the Holy Land, and which ceased after midnight,
at the hour when matins commenced at Clairvanx.

VOL. VL c
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edictions which their ancestors had fulminated
against whoever should attempt to despoil the
monks. It is, in fact, rare to find any deed hav-
ing reference to a foundation or donation made by
the nobles, which does not contain express mention
of menaces and imprecations hurled by the found-
ers or donors on the heads of future spoilers, as
if they had foreseen that a day would come when
that patrimony which men of the first rank had
offered for the use of God, the Church, and the
poor,! should become the prey of the barbarous and
the sacrilegious. The formulas employed varied
little. Among those preserved to us in such great
numbers in the various collections of charters, we
will take two from the cartulary of the Abbey of
St Pere at Chartres, because they belong to the
eleventh century and to the time of St Gregory
VII. One of them was pronounced, vivd voce, in
1080, by Walter de Garancieres, a knight, who,
when giving part of his property to the monks of
St Pere, spoke thus: “I make this donation with
the consent of my son, in presence of several wit-
nesses; and I implore the Lord to smite with His
curse all who shall infringe the said donation; so
that, if they do not repent, they may expiate their
crime in hell with Judas the traitor.”2 The other

14 Ob pauperum Christi recreationem,” are the terms used in the deed
of gift of Reynauld, Seigneur of Chatillon, to the Abbey of Saint Benignus,
in 1088, ap. PERARD, Recueil de pidces curieuses, p. 186.

2 ¢¢ Hanc donationem, per assensum filii mei Gualterii, in preesentia plu-
rimorum hominum, faciens, imprecor maledictionem omnibus nitentibus
contraire preefatee donationi, ut in inferno, nisi resipuerint, cum Juda pro-
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is found in the act by which a knight named
Guaszo surrendered his property to the abbey
where he became a monk, in 1053, to expiate
the excesses of his military life,’ and is expressed
as follows: “If any one attempt in future to
oppose or to deduct anything from this my
donation, may he be smitten with the curse of
Ham, who revealed his father’s shame ; if he does
not repent, may he go to hell with Dathan and
Abiram, whom the earth swallowed alive—with
Judas the traitor, who hanged himself by the neck
—and with Nero, who crucified St Peter and be-
headed St Paul : may he remain in hell, and never
leave it until the devil himself is pardoned.”2

ditore peenas luant.”—GUERARD, Cartulary of St Pére, i. 222. Félibien,
in the Piéces justificatives de U Histoire de St Denis, No. 2, quotes on the
same subject a charter of Theodetrude, daughter of Brodulphe, under
Dodo, Abbot of St Denis, in 627 : ‘‘ Propterea rogo et contestor coram
Deo et angelis ejus et omni natione hominum tam propinquis quam ex-
traneis, ut nullus contra deliberatione mea (sic) impedimentum 8. Dyon-
isiodehacre . . . facere presumat . . . si fuerit quia manus suas” (the
text has ‘“minus suus”) ‘‘ad hoc apposuerit faciendo, ®ternus rex pec-
cata mea absolvat, et ille maledictus in inferno inferiori et anathema et
Maranatha percussus cum Juda cruciandus descendat, et peccatum quem
amittit in filios et in domo sua crudelissima plaga ut leprose pro hujus
culpa a Deo percussus, ut non sit qui inhabitet in domo ejus, ut eorum
plaga in multis timorem concutiat, et quantum res ipsa meliorata value-
rit, duplex satisfactione fisco egenti exolvat.”—Dox M. F£LIBIEN, Hist.
de 8. Denys, pidces justif., No. 2.

1 ¢ Sub balteo militars multis smplicatus criminibus,” he says of himself
in his charter.

2 ¢ 8i quis autem huic largitioni mes contraire aut minuere ex hac re
quippiam temptaverit, maledictione Cham, qui patris pudenda deridenda
fratribus ostendit, feriatur, et cum Dathan et Abiron, quos terra vivos
absorbuit, et cam Juda traditore, qui se suspendit laqueo, et cum Nerone,
qui Petrum in cruce suspendit et Paulum decollavit, nisi resipuerit, et ad
satisfactionibus remedium confugerit, cum diabolo in inferno peenas luat,
donec abiturus veniam cum diabolus est accepturus. Amen,” —Cart. of
8. Pére, ii. 624, ann. 1058.



36

THE NOBLES PEOPLE THE MONASTERIES

CHAPTER II

THE NOBLES PEOPLE THE MONASTERIES WHICH
THEY HAVE FOUNDED.,

Nobles becoming monks before their death. —Bouchard de Melun.—The

monastic habit adopted at the hour of death.—Consent of wives and
children asked.—Calmine, Count of Auvergne, and the grand feuda-
tory Romaric, under the Merovingians,—The monk Amat at Luxeuil.
— Counts Rodin, Unroc, and Badillon. —The Belgian nobility in
the tenth century.—Guibert de Gembloux.—Gérard de Brogne.—
Ansfred de Louvain.—St Robert, founder of the Chaise-Dieu, and
his disciples.—St Adelelme of Louvain in the eleventh century.—St
Gérard of Picardy founds the Grande-Sauve in Guienne.— Other
Picard knights imitate Gérard.—Gascon knights.—German knights
and peasants monks at Hirschau.—Many feudal lords monks under
Gregory VII. —Ebrard de Breteuil, Thibalt de Provins, Simon
Count of Valois, &c.—The example of the latter attracts illustrious
personages.—Garnier de Montmorillon.—Arnoul de Paméle, &c.—
Foundation of Afflighem by penitent knights.—Humility of the
nobles in monasteries.—Frederic of Lorraine at St Vannes,—Raoul
d’Osmond and his wife.—Numerous conversions among the feudal
aristocracy.—What the nobles hoped for in becoming monks.

FroM the eighth to the thirteenth century all the
monasteries in Europe, except the small number
which owed their existence to the piety of kings,
were founded by the feudal aristocracy,! in this
sense that they received from the hands of the nobles

1 HurTER, vol. iv. pp. §6, 102.
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the territorial endowments which were necessary for
their support. But these nobles were not content
with founding abbeys and endowing them richly ;
they themselves entered them in crowds, they peo-
pled them with their bravest and most illustrious
children.! For it did not suffice these generous
knights to deprive themselves of their wealth for the
love of Christ; it was above all, of their persons, their
liberty, their pride, their entire being, that they
aspired to make an offering to the Lord of Hosts.
‘When penitence touched their hearts, they were not
satisfied with diminishing their ancestral patrimony
to augment that of the Church and the poor; it
was by immolating their whole nature, by bend-
ing all their habits and all their passions to the
yoke of monastic rule, that they hoped to atone for
the faults and excesses of their youth, or the some-
times barbarous abuses of their power.? These
abuses are commemorated in many charters. There
we see tyrannical and rapacious knights as well as
discontented and rebellious serfs;3 but of these

1St John Chrysostom (*‘ Adversus oppugnatores vite monastice’') de-
scribes the fury of a rich father who sees his only son *‘ inkonestius vesti-
tum alque ad abjectura missum.” . . . They persuade this son of a
noble race, says the personage brought on the scene by Chrysostom,
“ ut, gpretis omnibus, vestem se rusticam induat, ac, relicta urbe, ad montem
confugiat, ibique plantet, riget, aquam feral, ceeleragque monachorum faciat
opera que vilia et indigna esse videantur,” &c.

? The monastic chronicles are full of stories which show us how knights,
previously known for their sanguinary violences, and justly described
as *feri homines,” were constantly transformed into docile and humble
‘¢ converts.”—See the 4nnals of Corbie, date 871, for what is there related
of Ecceric, ap. LEIBN1TZ, Script. Brunswicenses, quoted by Digby, x. 387.

3 V. Gufrarp, Polyptique d’Irminon, vol. ii. p. 870, .
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most ended by being converted.! Monks sprung
from the conquering race excluded no one from
their communities; they treated serfs, peasants,
workmen, and the burghers of the towns, as their
brethren, and very often obeyed them, though they
were themselves generally the most numerous, and,
it may be boldly affirmed, also the most holy. After
having occupied the foremost place in parliaments,
in royal courts, or on the field of battle, they would
not consent to be last in the race of penitence and
of piety. Thus they were rarely passed in the nar-
row road of austerity, of voluntary humiliations,and
of the roughest labours. They devoted themselves
to the most irksome tasks, not out of melancholy
or weariness of life, but, as they loftily proclaimed,
to gain heaven upon earth, to obtain the pardon
of their sins, or to expiate the crimes committed
by their race. And these were not, as has been so
often said, and as we have seen in later times,
younger sons, the impoverished, or those branded
by nature or fortune ; they were, on the contrary,
the richest, the most famous, the most powerful,
elder sons, and heads of houses, sometimes even the
last scions of the most illustrious lines, who, in
becoming monks, transformed into monasteries their
feudal fortresses, the cradles and the centres of

1 Among monastic writers the word conversion means taking the vows
of a religious order. They call those *‘converts” who renounced the world
to embrace a cloistered life, in order to distinguish them from children
offered or given to monasteries by their parents.—(V. Reg. S. Bened.,
. cap. 58 and 68 ; ST GREG. MAGN., Epist. 7; ST ANSELM., De Conlentione
snder monachos nutritvs et conversos.)
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their power.! Throughout the duration of the
feudal era, and in all the countries of Christendom,
innumerable lords and knights thus merited the
eulogy pronounced by history on the ancestors of
the holy Pope Leo IX.; ‘ After having, by force of
arms and valour, vanquished all who withstood
them in war, they were able in their old age to
trample under foot the pride of birth and the luxury
of the world, to clothe themselves with the humility
and poverty of Christ, to give their patrimony to
churches, to found monasteries, and to follow the
precepts of Christ, in the monastic habit, to the
glorious day of their death.”2

It was the desire of most of these generous bene- Nobles
factors of monasteries to end their lives in the peace ;’f;;’;":‘:i‘;f'
of the cloister, and in the habit which they had so death.
long honoured. Thus did the Counts of Vendéme
and of Blois, and the Sire de Talmont ; and before
them, Fulk the Black, Count of Anjou, Senes-
chal of France,® Milo, Count of Tonnerre, who re-
tired to the abbey restored by him at the gates of
his own town,* the three Williams,® Dukes of Aqui-

1 This is what was done in Germany by the Counts of Andechs, Schey-
ern, Arnstein, the lords of Cappenberg, Dorstadt, and others.—HURTER,
vol. iii. p. 430.

2 ““Quorum patres et avi, armis et animis, supra modum fortiter acie
compresserunt sibi resistentes, circa senium, abjecta omni superbia generis
et luxu mundi, induerant humilitatem et paupertatem Christi . . . ceno-
bia construendo in suis et ex suis preediis . . . laudabilique per cuncta
fine decesserunt.”—WIBERT, Vit. S. Leonis, in Act. SS. O. B., c. 1.

3 In 997.

4In 980. *Comam capitis et barbam totondit.”—Deed quoted by
MABILL., 4Annal., book xlix. c. iii.

6 William Tow-head, who took the habit from the hands of St Maieul,
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taine and Counts of Poitou, and later, Adalbert,
Count of Calw, the indefatigable champion of the
Holy See, and restorer of the great monastery of
Hirschau, where he became a monk before he died.
Thus also did many others, among whom none
showed himself more zealous than Bouchard, Count
of Melun and Corbeil, friend and supporter of Hugh
Capet. Bouchard had laboured, during ‘part of
his life, to bring about the reform of St Maur-les-
Fossés, near Paris; 2 and in his old age, offering to
this much-loved abbey the glorious sword which had
often defended it,® he himself took the vows there.
He proposed to fill the office of the lowest of the
acolytes, and said to the monks who dissuaded him,
“ When I had the honour to be a knight, a count,
and leader of many other knights, in the world, I
was very willing to carry before a mortal king the
light which he required ; how much more then,

and died in 963 ; William Strong-arm, who died a monk at St Maixent in
990 ; finally, William V. the Great, who went every year on a pilgrim-
age to Rome or to St James, founder of Maillezais and of Bourgueil,
reformer of St Jean d’Angely, which he gave to Cluny, the great friend
of St Odilon, and who died in the monastic habit in 1030,—all three
successors of Duke William, founder of Cluny in 910.

1 ¢¢Adalbertus, in fidelitate sancti Petri contra schismaticos jam ex
antiquo studiosissimus, et demum ex comite monachus factus, feliciter
diem clausit extremum in monasterio quod ipse de propriis construxit.”
—BERTHOLD CONSTANT., ad ann. 1099.

? We have already referred to the detailed and very curious account of
this reform, brought about by the cares of Count Bouchard, and thanks
to the intervention of Cluny; it is to be found in the Bibl. Cluniac.,
pp. 299, 301.

8 ¢ Aureus quoque ensis ex quo hoc magnum monasterium dicitur esse
inceeptum, a lumbis resolutus, ejus dono allatus fuit.”— Vita Burchardi,
auct. ODONE, ap. DUCHESNE, Seript. Hist. Franc., vol. iv. p. 122,
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now that I am in the service of the immortal
Emperor of Heaven, should I not carry these tapers
before Him, in token of my humble reverence | !

The same spirit induced the Giroies, the Grant-
mesnils, the Montgommerys, and many other Nor-
man heroes, to bury themselves in monasteries
which they had founded or restored. It is but
Just to cite, as one of the worthiest among these,
Hugh d’Avranches, surnamed the Wolf, who was
created Count Palatine of Chester by William the
Conqueror, and enriched with one hundred and
sixty-two manors or lordships in the new kingdom.

In England, as in Normandy, Count Hugh was
always to be seen in the first rank. After the
Conquest, he succeeded in subduing or retaining
the impatient Welsh under the Norman yoke. In
spite of the many excesses which disfigured his
life, he never lost sight of the interests of God.
Restorer, in 1085, of the Abbey of St Sever, in
Normandy, and founder, in 1093, of the monas-
tery of St Wereburga, in the county of Chester, he
ended by becoming a monk in the latter house,
and died four days after having entered it.?

Often, hindered as they were by marriage or by

1 48 cum militari honore sublimatus essem, atque, ut dicitis, militam
stipatus agmine, comitatus dignitate fulgerem, mortali regi lucerna
indigenti cereum manu anteferebam, quanto magis nunc immortali
imperatori debeo servire, atque ante ipsum candelabra ardentia manibus
cum exhibitione humilitatis reverenter ferre | "—ODoONE, Ibid., p. 128.
Do not these words of Bouchard recall the custom of the bougeoir, as it
was practised at the coucker du rot at Versailles before 1789 ¢

3 ORDER. VITAL,, p. 622, ed. Duchesne. Cf. L MERCIER, Avranchin
monumental et historique, vol. i. p. 65.
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Themonas- the engagements of a secular life, the nobles de-

tic habit
assumed
by the
dying.

layed to make the offering of their persons to God
until they were on their deathbeds. The instances
of solemn investiture in the case of dying nobles
are innumerable.! We will quote only one of them,
with the touching details furnished to us by a
contemporary historian, Ordericus Vitalis.

Peter de Maule, of whom we spoke in the pre-
ceding chapter, left a son, Ansold de Maule, who
was one of the companions in arms of Robert
Guiscard, and aided him to vanquish the Byzantine
emperor. When, after fifty-three years of knight-
hood, Ansold felt himself dying, he sent for his
wife and son. He reminded his son of the duty
he owed to the Church, to God, to the king, to his
vassals, and to the monks endowed by his grand-
father ; he conjuréd him to keep towards his sub-
jects that faith which he owed them, and to watch
over the tranquillity of the monks, under pain of
his paternal curse.? Then turning to his wife,

1 See chiefly the many charters dictated by knights on their death-
bed in the inestimable publication of the Cartwlaires de St Pére de
Chartres and of St Bertin, made with such care by M. Guérard, for the
collection of Documents tnédits relalifs & UHistoire de France. These
three volumes of the original texts, with the commentaries of the learned
editor, are indispensable to the thorough study of monastic institutions.
They will be advantageously completed by the Cartulaire de Redon, yet
more ancient and more precious, which M. Aurélien de Courson has
recently transcribed, and is about to publish.

2 ¢ Pontificem tuum ac regem ut patronos tuos time, venerare, &ec. . . .
hominibus tuis fidem quam debes exhibe, eisque non ut tyrannus, sed ut
mitis patronus, dominare. . . . Si vero secus, quod absit, egeris, male-
dictionem ex auctoritate Dei et Sanctorum Patrum tibi relinquo.”—
ORDER. VITAL., L. v. p. 458, ed. Leprévost.



WHICH THEY HAVE FOUNDED. 43

Odeline de Mauvoisin, he said to her,—* Dear consent of
gister and excellent wife, we have lived together Z‘Hﬁm“‘
more than twenty years without a quarrel ; now I wked
must die: whether I will or no, I feel my end
approach. I ask your permission to become a
monk, and to take the black robe of St Benedict.
I wish to become the comrade of those who, for the
love of Christ, have renounced the charms of the
world ; and I pray that you, who are my lady, will
release me from the conjugal tie, and recommend
me faithfully to God, so that I may be worthy to
take the dress and tonsure of a monk.”! The
good lady, who, according to the historian, was
in the habit of never resisting her husband’s will,?
wept much, but agreed to his request. Then the
monks of the Priory of Maule, who had been un-
willing to act without the consent of Peter’s wife
and son, cut off his hair, and clothed him in the
monastic dress. He died the next day but one,
the Feast of St John the Evangelist, 1118.
It must be remarked here, that the nobles who

thus took the habit always added to the sacrifice
of their persons that of a portion of their patri-
mony ; and that, in the case of donations made
when dying, as well as of all others, they took care

1 “Grata soror et amabilis conjux Odelina . . . viximus sine litigio
plus quam xx annis . . . velim, nolim, mortis appropinquo confinia . . .
Mibhi licentia detur a te ut monachus fiam, et indumenta S. Patris Bene-
dicti, quamvis sunt nigra . . . sccipiam. . . . A conjugali ergo nexu,
quzeo, abeolve me, domina.”—ORDER. VITAL., Ibid., p. 459. X .

3 ¢ Bona mulier, ejus voluntati nunquam resistere assuets . . .”—
Ibid,
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to assure themselves of the consent of their wives
and children. Thisis shown by millions of charters
relating to these donations, almost always in terms
similar to those used by Raynauld, Lord of Chétillon,
who, giving the church of St Germain-sur-Norge
to the Abbey of St Benignus of Dijon in 1038, thus
expresses himself : ““ To all followers of the Chris-
tian law it appears natural and desirable to enrich,
according to their means, our holy mother Church,
and to provide thus for the wellbeing of Christ’s
poor; and this for the healing of their own souls,
the remission of their sins, and the honour of God’s
name and of His saints. Considering all this,
therefore, and being much disquieted as to the
salvation and deliverance of my soul, I have given
to the sanctuary of the martyr St Benignus, near
the Castle of Dijon, a certain part of the wealth
which I derived from my parents by hereditary
right ; and just as I received it from my ancestors
by royal precept, and have held it as allodium, so
I give it up to God and His holy martyr Benignus,
through the hands of the Abbot Halinard, who has
this day consecrated me a monk. The said dona-
tion, approved by my wife Elizabeth and our son
Humbert, has been presented by their hands, in
presence of several prelates and noble lords.” !

1 “Omnibus Xo® legis cultoribus proprium debet esse et optabile,
sanctam matrem Ecclesiam, ob pauperum Christi recreationem, pro posse
suo ditare, pro remedio animarum suarum et remissione peccatorum
ampliare, ad honorem quoque nominis Dei et sanctorum ejus sublimare,
« . . Hec omnia cogitans, ego Raynaldus, dominus Castellionensis ut
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But however numerous were those seigneurs who
chose to pass their last days in the Benedictine
frock, there were yet very many more who did not
wait for the approach of death, and who, still
young, and having a brilliant future before them, Conver-
tore themselves from grandeur, from riches, from ﬂ;em midst

youth.

the entanglements of the passions and of warlike
enterprise, to give themselves entirely to God, to
spend their lives in rustic labours, in the exercises
of penitence and of cloistered prayer ; in a word,
to exchange, as they said, the servile liberty of
a worldly life for a servitude which should give
them the freedom of heaven.

From the earliest gleams of monastic splendour,
and before the days of St Benedict, Sulpicius
Severus had remarked the presence of Gallic or
Gallo-Roman nobles in the monasteries founded
by St Martin. These nobles, reared in luxury,
practised, nevertheless, the harshest austerities.
Striking examples have been seen at almost every

pote de salute et liberatione anime mew sollicitus, donavi quamdam
partem de rebus meis, jure hereditario a parentibus mihi relictis, ad
locum 8. Benigni martyris, juxta Divionense castrum siti, et sicut ego
per prazceptum regale ab antecessoribus meis accepi et ex integro in
alodum tenui, ita Deo et S. ejus martyri Benigno tradidi, et in manu
Halinardi Divionensis monasterii abbatis, qui me eodem die monachum
Secit, devote mihi tenentibus mecum et dantibus eamdem donationem,
propriis manibus, atque laudantibus conjuge mea Helisabeth, et filio
nostro Humberto, in presentia quornmdam pontificam et nobilium
hominum qui presentes fuerant ”” (here follows the designation). —
PERARD, Recueil de pidces curicuses, p. 186.

1 ¢ Quidam liber, de servili libertate se in liberalem servitutem trans-
ferens, Deo, qui servire regnare est, et S. Benedicto se ipsum obtulit.”—
Monum. Boica, vol. viii. p. 73, ap. HURTER, vol. iii. p. 461.
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page of our work. No one can have forgotten the
names and deeds of those grand feudatories of the
Merovingian epoch who occupied the first rank
among the propagators of monastic orders in
France. St Evroul, St Junien, St Vandrille,! St
Riquier, St Germer, who endowed famous founda-
tions with their patrimony, their names and their
examples, all separated themselves in the flower of
their age from the bosom of the highest Frankish
nobility. It was the same with St Yrieix, chan-
cellor of King Theodebert;%? with St Ansbert,
keeper of the seals to Clotaire III. ; and with St
Leger, mayor of the palace of Neustria. Like
them, St Bavon, St Ghislain, St Trond, St Lam-
bert, St Vincent Madelgar, and the other monkish
apostlesof the Flemish provinces, had passed through
the splendours and the temptations which beset the
aristocracy of the period before they submitted
themselves to the rule of St Benedict. Throughout
the whole duration of the Merovingian race, striking
conversions of this kind flashed through the ranks
of the warlike nobility, and peopled the new clois-
ters which rose all over the country.’

1 Or Vandrégisile.

2 ¢“ Generosissimee nobilitas parentele et illius preedicabilis strenuitas
de domo illum parentum regiam transire coegit in aulam.”—Vita S.
Aredii, abb, Lemovic., in Act. 8S. 0. B., vol. i. p. 831. 8t Yrieix died
in 591.

3 See the admirable pages in which M. de Montalembert has narrated
the conversion of nobles of the Merovingian epoch—Rutbert hanging
up his arms under the vaulted roof of Luxeuil, Romaric surrounded by
the slaves he had enfranchised, &. We shall publish elsewhere some
remarkable pages of the author on the nobles of the same period. —[ Note
by the Editor in the French edition.)



WHICH THEY HAVE FOUNDED. 47

There was then nothing more common than to
see fine young men, the favourites of kings, and
sprung from the highest ranks, offering to the
abbey where they wished to become monks their
baldricks, and the bracelets which formed part of
their Court dress.! This was done by Lantpert,
the successor of Vandrille at Fontenelle, nephew of
the grand referendary 2 of Clotaire I., and favourite
of Clotaire, Childeric, and Theoderic. At the same
period the successor of St Colombanus at Luxeuil,
Walbert, a rich and valiant noble of Ponthieu,
went to lay upon the altar of that abbey the arms
in which he had won a spotless renown in battle,
and which were preserved there for centuries after-
wards as the noblest monument of victory which
man could obtain.® Others renounced at once

1 “Nobilissimi generis prosapia ortus . . . in aula regis juvenculi
Hlotarii filii Hlodovei sub seculari prius habitu militavit. . . . Anno
regis octavo . . . gladiis e ferro formatis exutus, ad fulgida Christi
castra devotissime convolavit et indutus galea salutis, lorica fidei ac
gladio spiritus, contra invisibilem hostem feliciter dimicavit. . . . Erat
ditissimis atque honorabilibus parentibus . . . atque in domo regia in
maximo fulgens honore . . . statura quoque procerus adspectuque de-
corus . . ."—det. SS. 0. B., vol. iv. p. 319, ed. Venet. The bracelets he
offered were set with precious stones, and, according to the contemporary
narrative, were worth 70 sols. Landpert was elected Abbot of Fonte-
nelle in 665, and afterwards became Bishop of Lyons.

3 ¢ Summus palatii referendarius.”

3 ¢“Cujus annos adolescentise in armis tradunt excellentissime floruisse
. . . inclyta prosapia clarissimus . . . hominibus et rerum dignitate
juxta natales suos ditissimus . . . miles optimus inter fasces constitutus
et arma . . . armisque depositis que usque hodie” (at the time of Adson,
about 950) ‘‘in testimonium sacra militie ejus in eo loco habentur.”—
Act. S8. O. B., vol. iv. p. 411. There may still be seen at some distance
from Luxeuil the hermitage where 8t Walbert passed the first years of
his conversion. He died in 665.
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their fortune and their liberty at the very moment
when a brilliant marriage was about to crown
their earthly existence. Vandrégisile, Count of
the palace of Dagobert ; Austregisile, who held an
office near the person of King Gontran,! and was
afterwards Archbishop of Bourges; Herblain, a
Picard noble, and grand cupbearer to Clotaire III. ;2
Menélé, a young Angevin lord,® founder of Menat,
in Auvergne; and many others, gave, by such
sacrifices, the first pledge of future holiness.

The highest dignities, the most brilliant positions,
seemed to these men of no value compared with
the sweet humility of the cloister. Auvergne still
keeps in remembrance the two powerful seigneurs
who contributed to introduce the order of St Ben-
edict among its mountains : first, Calmine, Count
of that province, and of a part of Aquitaine, re-
nowned in history for his numerous train of young
patricians, for his immense riches, and his vast
domains, crowded with towns and castles ;¢ and,
secondly, Bonnet, descended from a Roman race,

1 Mapparius.— Act. S8. 0. B., vol. ii. p. 88.

2 ¢ Ex Noviomagensium incolarum nobilissimis parentibus processit.
. . . Parentes ejus regi Francorum magno cum honore militaturum com-
mendaverunt. . . . Militarem habitum suscepit. . . . Principem pin-
cernarum.”’—dect. SS. 0. B., vol. iii. p. 308.

3 «“(Clarus ortus natalibus antiquam nobilitatis lineam reddidit ful-
gore meritorum splendidam.”—Ibid., vol. iii. p. 385.

4 «“Apud Arvernam urbem floret et praest vir christianissimus dux
inclytus Calmilius nomine, cujus suberat ditioni Aquitanie pars non
minima, nobiliumque innumerosa tironum clientela, oppida, rura, castella,
cmterarumque rerum copiosa affluentia, cum etiam suffultus dogmate

litterali nullo carebat negotio mercuriali.”—Vit. S. Theofr. Calmel.
abbat., in Act. SS. 0. B., vol. iii. p. 450,
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who, after having been cup-bearer and referendary
to the King Sigebert,! became governor of Mar-
seilles and Bishop of Clermont : both renounced all
their greatness to embrace the monastic life.

The Vosges mountains owe one of their principal Romaric.
glories to the high-born Romaric, a wealthy and
distinguished feudatory of Theodebert II. and
Clotaire II.2 While still a layman, this seigneur
practised every kind of virtue, until God willed,
to quote the contemporary chronicler, that His
knight should be recompensed for the valour he
had displayed in the battles of his time, and be
led into the fields of celestial light.® Amat, a Tne monk

Amat a
monk of Luxeuil, himself of noble Roman origin,* Luxeuil.
having come to preach in Austrasia, Romaric in-
vited him to his table, and during the meal ques-
tioned him as to the best way of securing his sal-
vation. ““ Look,” replied the monk, ¢ at this silver
dish ; how many masters has it had already? or
rather, how many slaves ? and how many more will
it have?® And thou thyself, willing or unwilling,

1 ¢ E senatu dumtaxat romano, nobili prosapia. . . . Annulo ex manu
regis accepto, referendarii officium adeptus.”—dect. §8. 0. B., vol. iii.,
p- 79. He was a monk at Manlieu, and died in 709.

3 ¢ Nobilisin palatio . . . clarissimis parentibus procreatus . . . in Lo-
tharii regis palatio cum ceteris electus.”— Vit. 8. Romarici, auct. monacho
subpari, in Act. SS. 0. B., vol. ii. p. 899. ‘*Qui primus inter nobiles fuerat
apud Theodebertum habitus.”—¥7it. S. Bustasit, auct. coevo; tbid., p.112.

3 «Ineffubilis Deus videns militem suum sub tenebrosis hujus ssculi
bellis fortiter belligerantem, voluit illum ad lucidos producere campos.”
—Ibid., p. 399.

4 ¢ Nobilibus natus parentibus ex romana oriundus stirpe, in suburbio

Gratianopolitane civitatis.”—Ibid., p. 121.
& ¢ Cumque jam mensa posita esset, cepit inter epulas flagitare. .

VOL. VI. D
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thou art its slave, since thou possessest it only to
preserve it. But an account will be demanded
from thee of it, for it is written, Your gold and
your silver 1s cankered, and the rust of them shall
be a witness against you.l I am surprised that a
man such as thou art, of high birth, rich, and intelli-
gent,? should not remember the answer of our Lord
to him who asked how he should gain eternal life :
If thou wilt be perfect, go, sell all that thou hast,
and give to the poor, and follow me, and thou shalt
have treasure in heaven.”® From this moment
Romaric was conquered by the love of God and the
desire of heaven. He distributed to the poor all
his possessions except one great estate, gave freedom
to a crowd of serfs of both sexes, and presented
himself at Luxeuil to take the vows of a monk.
When he went to the abbot to have his hair cut
off, according to the ritual of admission into the
Order, several of his servants who were still in
attendance, and to whom he had given their liberty,
offered their heads also to the monastic scissors.
Romaric was glad to acknowledge these former
servants not only as brothers, but also sometimes
Cernis hunc discum argenteum ; quantos iste dudum servos habuit, quan-
tosque deinceps habiturus est. Et tu velis, nolis, nunc servus suus es.
o . "—Vit. S. Eustasii, auct. coevo, in Act. SS. O. B., vol. ii. p. 128.

1 ¢ Aurum et argentum vestrum sruginavit, et rugo eorum in testi-
monium vobis erit,” James, v. 3. —Ibid.

* ¢ Ausculta paululum, vir bone : cum sis nobilitate parentum excel-
sus, divitiis inclytus, ingenioque sagax, miror si non nosti,” &c.—Ibid.

3 8. Matt. xix. 21. This story has already been published, but we do

not feel justified in suppressing it here. See the explanations given on
this subject in the Preface.—[Note by French editor.]
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as superiors ; for in the monastery he sought the
lowest occupations, and surpassed all the monks in
his assiduity in gardening, learning the Psalter by
heart while he worked.!

Towards the end of his life Romaric founded
upon the sole estate which he had reserved a
nunnery, the government of which he confided to
Amat, the holy monk who had converted him : he
himself became its second abbot, and this house
was called after him, Remiremont.2 It afterwards
became one of the most famous of the noble chap-
ters of Europe, and around it grew up the present
town of Remiremont.

If we did not fear to extend our researches too
much beyond the limits of Merovingian France,
we could find analogous examples in all Christian
countries. For example, we hear of three young
nobles of Beneventum, who having started from
- their native town with their usual stately train,?
suddeply sent back their equipages, changed their

1 ¢ Tllos denique servulos quos dudum ministros habuerat, socios sibi
detondens plerosque adjunxit; et effectus est illorum subditus, quorum
prius dominus praepotens fuerat. . . . Ut quidquid despicabile in mon-
asterio agendum esset, ipse adsumeret.”— Vit. S. Romarici, auct. mon-
acho subpari, in Act. S8. O. B., vol. ii. p. 400.

2 Romarici-Mons. The domain was called Habend, and the Abbey
of Remiremont bears, in its earliest monuments, the name of monaster:-
um abendense. This foundation took place toward 620, and Romaric
died in 658.

3 ¢¢ Tres ex nobili genere orti, jure consanguinitatis propinqui, Paldo,
Taso et Tato. . . . Sicuti nobiles decet, oneratis animalibus stipendiis,
preeparatis ad sedendum equis, famulorum fulti obsequiis, gressus ad
ambulandum movent.”—S. Avtpert1, Vit. S. Paldonis, &c., in dect. S8.
0. B., vol.iii. p. 403. “‘Cum essent divites et potentes.,”—LEo Magsic.,
Chron. Cassin., vol. i p. 4.
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rich dresses for the rags of three beggars whom
they met on the way, and pursued their journey
to Rome on foot. Thence, after having renewed
their courage at the tombs of the holy apostles, they
travelled to Farfa, and there took the monastic
vows, becoming in later times the founders and
three first Abbots of St Vincent on the Volturna.l

Among the Anglo-Saxons, where the kings them-
selves became monks, the nobles who had shared
the sovereign authority with them disputed with
them also the honour of peopling the cloisters.
Examples of this abound: first of all, as we have
already said, we find Owim, one of the greatest
lords of East Anglia, abandoning his offices, his pro-
perty, and his friends, and presenting himself at a
monastery with a woodman’s axe in his hand, to
show that he meant to work as a common labourer.?
Then comes the rich and illustrious Benedict Biscop,
founder of Wearmouth, and his cousin, Esterwin,
who associated with the humblest monks, and took
delight in the rudest employments—thrashing bar-
ley, milking the sheep and cows, cooking in the

1 8t Vincent on the Volturna is twelve miles from Monte Cassino, and
was founded in 703. A little later, Walfroi, a patrician of Pisa, father
of five children, quitted the world with his wife’s consent, and became
Abbot of Palazzuolo, in Tuscany. *‘Secularis et Magnus in vita . . .
mutuo inter se sua cum conjuge querere caeperunt, ut istud triste deser-
erent seculum.” —A4ct. §S. 0. B., vol. iv. p. 178, ad ann. 765.

* ‘‘Monachus magni meriti . . . primus ministrorum domusejus. . . .
Relictis omnibus qus habebat, simplici tantum habitu indutus et securim
atque asciam in manu ferens, veniret, atque ad laborem se monasterium
antrare signabat. . . . Quominus sufficiebat meditationi scripturarum, eo
implius operi manuum studium impendebat.” —BEp., Hist. Eccles.,iv. 3.

.
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kitchen, forging iron, gardening, driving the plough
—in one word, giving himself up to the hardest of
farm labour.?

During the whole of the Carlovingian epoch the
same spirit reigned among the nobles who com-
posed the armies of Pepin, of Charlemagne, and of
the princes of their race. It is well known that
Carloman, brother of Pepin, set the example of
giving up greatness and wealth by becoming a
monk at Monte Cassino, where he did not wish
to be recognised. History proves that this spirit
of humility found imitators among the most illus-
trious seigneurs of the Court of Charlemagne, such
as William Court- Nez, St Benedict of Anagni,

St Bernard, Angilbert, and Ogier the Dane.
Many other splendid names might be quoted.
Thus the rich and noble Count Rodin, born in counts
the Ardennes, father of St Amalberge the abbess, Aurti:, and
who was equally distinguished by his courage in Badilon
war and his zeal for the good administration of
public affairs, abandoned the high position he held

at the Court of Carloman, King of Austrasia, the
brother of Charlemagne, to go to Mount Soracte,

and there take the monastic habit, after having
divided his inheritance into two parts—one for

1 ¢¢ Minister Ecfridi regis, relictis semel negotiis smcularibus, de-
positis armis . . . mansit humilis fratrumque simillimus aliorum ut
ventilare cum eis et triturare, oves vitulosque mulgere, in pistrino, in
horto, in coquina. . . . Ubi operantes fratres invenit, solebat eis in
opere conjungi; vel aratri gressum stiva regendo, vel ferrum malleo
domando . . . erat enim viribus fortis . . . animo hilaris, honestus
aspectu,” &c.—BED., Vit, B. B. abbat., p. 872, ed. Giles.
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churches and monasteries, and one for the poor.!
Thus, Count Unroc, who in 811 had negotiated
the peace between Charlemagne and Hemming the
Danish chief, embraced a religious life at the Abbey
of St Bertin.2 Thus, under the Emperor Lothaire
I, an Italian Count, Rotgar, became a monk at
St Faron-lez-Meaux, to fulfil a vow made one day
when, in a combat between the Franks and Bulga-
rians, he was thrown from his horse and in danger
of falling beneath the swords of the enemy.® Thus,
under Charles the Bald, Count Badilon, one of
the richest seigneurs of Aquitaine, not content
with having consecrated a great part of his patri-
mony to restoring the monastery of St Martin of
Autun, decided to enter there himself that he might
wash away the stains of his soul ; and when there,
he was not slow in becoming what the writers of the
feudal period call Christ's perfect knight.* Thus,

1 ¢ Cum administrationem rerum publicarum inter primos ut nobilis-
simus gereret . . . sub obtentu militiee . . . inclytus Christi miles
Rodinus . . . patrimonia sma quibus in regno Francorum clarissimus
ac ditissimus, utpote regum sanguis, pollebat, sacris locis . . . partim
contradidit, partim pro commutandis pauperum refrigeriis distribuit.”
—Vit. S. Amalberge, c. 6 and 24, in Act. SS. 0. B., vol. iv. p. 220.

% JoANN. IMPERIUS, c¢. 13, in Act. 8S. 0. B., vol. iv. p. 221, ad
ann. 772.

3 ¢ Italica regio cum plurimos comites ex primoribus Magnatorum juxta
regalem potestatem . . . olim possedisset, specialius unum novimus.
.« . De equo fidenti circumseptione resistentium corruere compulit . . .
cumque telis aculeatis loricam reluctantem,” &c.—HILDEGARIL, de Reb.
gest. S. Faron., c. 119, ap. Aet. SS. 0. B., vol. v. p. 627.

4 ¢“Comes quidam, Badilo nomine, veniens ex Aquitanie partibus ; vir
licet in seculari vita positus, correctis tamen et religiosis moribus et con-
versatione sacris viris post omnia consimilis. Exstiterat enim opum
gratia opulentissimus. Ceepit postmodum de propria salute acrius
sollicitus esse, qualiter smculi hujus ambitiones et illecebras postponeret,



WHICH THEY HAVE FOUNDED. 55

finally, Count Rasto or Rathier, son of the Count
of Diessen, after having brilliantly led the Bava-
rian armies against the Hungarians, founded the
Abbey of Graffrath, where he died in the Bene-
dictine habit in 954.

In the tenth century,—that ill-understood epoch
when all the great European peoples laid the foun-
dations of their national existence—when there
was first rooted in France, Germany, England,
and Spain that social organisation which was to
endure till the new birth of paganism,—we see the
feudal nobility, which, after the Church, was the
soul of this puissant organisation, furnishing the
same examples of self-abnegation and penitence
as in later times. No doubt there were few sac-
rifices so striking as that of a certain Turketill,
Chancellor of England, who forsook the govern-
ment of a vast kingdom to become a monk among
the ruins of Croyland;?! but in all Christian king-
doms we meet with admirable monks who left the
ranks of the highest nobility to draw near to God
in solitude, and to devote themselves without re-
serve to the general restoration of the monastic
order, which had suffered so cruelly from the at-
tacks of Saracens, Danes, Normans, and Hungarians.

At the period of which we are speaking, Bel-
gium seems to have been specially fruitful in men
semetque in monasterio tonsorare et monachum fore disposuit . . . quem
etiam Vener. Hugo . . . perfectissimum Christi militem reddidit.”— Vit

S. Hug. £duens., c. 7 et 10, in Adct. SS. 0. B., vol. vii., ad ann. 930.
1 We shall return elsewhere to this subject.
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of lofty character. There flourished Gilbert de
Gembloux, one of the noblest knights of Brabant,
who, after having shared in all the wars of his
time, built, on the site of his paternal castle, the
great monastery of Gembloux.! This he endowed
with all his property, and directly afterwards as-
sumed the monk’s frock at Gorze, where, as his
biographer expresses it, the veteran knight became
the recruit of Christ, and the old serf of this world,
purchased by divine liberty, became the freedman
of God.?

From Belgium, also, came Gerard de Brogne.®
This noble knight was descended from a Duke of
Austrasia,* and had passed the first years of his
career in the service of the Count of Namur, who
highly valued his valour and prudence.® At that
time it was remarked that, at great hunting-parties,
while the Count and other hunters halted for
dinner, Gerard often retired to a little church on
his estate at Brogne.® Being sent as ambassador to

! The Abbot Count of Gembloux or Gemblours occupied, till the
Revolution, the first place in the Estates of Brabant.

? “Cujus avum et aviam fatentur longam antique nobilitatis traxisse
lineam. . . . Postquam diu sub chlamyde militaris habitus latuit. . . .
Mundi veteranus, terrene militie rude donatus, coepit esse novus Christi
tirunculus, et longevus mundi servus, per vindictam divine libertatis
factus suus, effectus est Deo libertus.”—Vit. S. Quid., fund. Gembl., c. 8,
in Aet. 8S. 0. B., vol. vii., ann. 962.

2 He became a monk in 918, and died in 959.

¢ ¢(Claris quidem natalibus enituit . . . ex prosapia Haganonis Austra-

iorum ducis prosatus.”—C. 2.

6 ¢ Quisa (quod perrarum est) et militia valebat, et consulto prudentiori
pollebat.”—C. 8.

8 ¢ Post gratum ergo venationis laborem, et sol jam in antro poli poscebat
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Count Robert of Paris, the knight stopped at St
Denis, where the sweet and solemn harmony of the
monks’ singing completed his conversion! He Gorard do
earnestly begged from them 2 a relic of St Eugene becomes
of Toledo, whose body was then possessed by the
abbey ; and having become a monk to obtain it,
he carried it in triumph to the little church where,
during his lord’s hunting-parties, he had so often
come to pray. There, shortly after, he erected a
monastery, which soon became a centre of attrac-
tion for the noblest souls, and, according to the
language of the times, resembled a fruitful hive,?
whence issued swarms of pure and zealous monks,
who went, directed by their founder, to reform and
repeople eighteen other monasteries in Flanders
and in Germany.

In Belgium, also, flourished Count Ansfred of
Louvain or Brabant, the heir of fifteen count-ships,
and renowned from his youth for his courage and
intelligence. ~After having gone to Rome in atten-
dance upon Otho the Great, who charged the Count
to watch over him, sword in hand, while he prayed

prandii panem, comes et sui querentes refectionem regredi maluerant.
.« « Ipse Deiamicus . . . antiquam petit ecclesiam Bronii impransus.”

1 ¢ Contigit ut ipsa eadem hora vespertinam synaxim monachorum de-
cantaret caterva : quorum dulcisonis modulationibus cum vir ecclesiasticus
auscultaret attentins.”—C. 5.

3 ¢¢Q, inquit, patres amantissimi Deoque devotissimi, si vestree com-
placeret dulcissime dilectioni, ut reliquias hujus sancti conferretis mee
tantillitati.”—C. 6.

3 ¢“Videres quasi ex diversis alvearibusapes ad hanc florigeram arborem
convolare, ut inde favis arentibus nectar melliflui roris possent instillare.”
—Vit. 8. Gerard., in Act. SS. 0. B., vol. vii., ad ann. 959.
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at the threshold of the apostles,! Ansfred under
the two other Othos took a considerable part in
the government of the empire,? in all the wars of
his time, and, above all, in the repression of bri-
gandage, which then desolated Brabant. He used
his great wealth to found, in concert with his wife,
the famous Abbey of Thorn,® in the diocese of
Liége. Having become a widower, he was about
to enter a monastery, when the Emperor Otho IIL
gave him the bishopric of Utrecht. There, un-
buckling his sword, the pious soldier laid it on the
altar of Notre-Dame, at Aix-la-Chapelle, saying :
“Till now I have employed my honour and my
temporal power against the enemies of Christ’s
poor; henceforward I confide to my blessed pa-
troness, the Virgin Mary, the guardianship and the
salvation of my soul.” 4

Having, however, reached the decline of life,
and having lost his sight, Ansfred fulfilled his first
vow, and became a monk in the monastery of
Heiligenburg. There, he fed each day with his
own hands seventy-two poor men, and, moreover,

1 ¢ Dum ego hodie ad limina apostolorum perorabo, tu gladium continue
super caput meum teneto; nam fidem Romanam antecessoribus meis
semper suspectam fuisse non ignoro.”—Chron. Magd., ann. 955, ap. dct.
88. 0. B., vol. viii. p. 78.

* Anon, Monacki 8. Paul. Traject. Vit. S. Ansfredi; ibid.

3 This abbey was changed later, like Remiremont, Maubeuge, &c.,
into a chapter of noble ladics, where the probation was very difficult.

4 ¢ Accepto gladio quo erat cinctus. . . . Hactenus hunc terrenum
honorem obtinui, et hostes pauperum Christi et viduarum expuli : nunc
deinceps huic domine mee 8. Marie, qua virtute honorem et salutem
anime mee obtineam, commendo.”—ANoONYMUS, Vil S. Ansfred., L c.,
p. 81, ed. Ven.
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bathed the lepers and tended the wounded who
were found among his poor. He who had been
bishop and lord of the country, submitted readily
to receive the discipline administered by the
superior of the abbey which he had himself
founded and endowed.! On his deathbed God
gave him back his sight, and he then said to those
who surrounded him, ¢ Round about the Lord s
the only light which shall never be darkened.”?
These were his last words. 'When they carried his
body from Thorn to Utrecht, a delightful perfume
shed itself along the way ; it issued from the bier
of this hero of his time, this servant of Christ,
whose life had exhaled the inestimable sweetness
of humility and charity.?

The attraction which drew all these representa-
tives of the feudal nobility to renounce their rank
and their fortune, and to enrol themselves in the
army of St Benedict, was never more powerful than
in the eleventh century, and during the time when
Hildebrand, supported at once by the monastic
orders and by a considerable portion of the nobles,
undertook to purify and enfranchise the Church.

When we would distinguish among the holy

1 ANoNYNM., L ¢., P. 83.

2 ¢ Appropinquante carnis ejus dissolutione, vidit crucem in fenestra,
que ibi post caligationem oculorum ejus facta fuit. . . . In circuitu tuo,
Domine, lumen est, quod nunquam deficiet.”—Chron. Magdeb., loc. cit.,
p. 84,

3 ¢ Post translationem corporis sacri, fragrantia miri odoris per viam
ultra tria milliaria veracium hominum, sicut ipsi testati sunt, nares
perfudit et pectora.”—Ibid.



8t Robert,
founder of
the Chaise-

his
ples.

Dieu, an
disci

60 THE NOBLES PEOPLE THE MONASTERIES

monks of this period some who unite the fame

of a brilliant and chivalrous life in the world with

that of a generous and exemplary penitence in the
cloister, we at once turn to St Robert, founder of
the Abbey and congregation of Chaise-Dieu, in Au-
vergne. This Robert was a worthy descendant of
the noble Count Gerald, already spoken of. He
also was the son of a Count of Aurillac, his mother
being daughter of the Count of Rodez. When his
mother presented him, directly after his birth, to
the knight his father, the latter kissed him with
the liveliest joy, and, delighted to have a son, placed
a great sword in his hand, as if to show to the new-
born child the noble trade which, having been that
of his ancestors, should one day be his; but the
infant pushed away the fatal weapon with his little
hand, and it fell to the ground and was broken,!
thus presaging his love of a peaceful life.

Having arrived at a proper age, he went to
Monte Cassino to study the best monastic tradi-
tions : and on his return to Auvergne, took as com-
panions two old knights of his father’s, and estab-
lished himself in a forest between Auvergne and
Velay, which was so extensive that it would have
taken a strong ho rsefour days to traverse it at
a gallop.? The three recluses cleared a large por-
tion of this forest, and there founded the famous
Abbey of Chaise-Dieu, which for a time seemed

1 BRANCHR, I'Auvergne au moyes dge, vol. i. p. 98.
2 Dox GENOUX, Hist. Case Dei., Bibl. roy. MSS. F. S. Q. Lat. 5652,
quoted by BRANCHE, p. 108.
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likely to rival Cluny, and which counted among its
dependencies 293 priories, in different provinces
of France, Spain, and Italy. Robert died there in
1067, after having, in the course of twenty years,
governed 300 monks, restored 50 churches, and
civilised, by his patience and his virtues, the still
barbarous population of these mountains! Even
now, it is not without emotion that the traveller
visits the site where monastic genius raised an -
immense church and caused a town to spring up.
In the midst of pine woods, opened up by successive
clearings and poor attempts at culture, the mind
loves to contemplate such a figure as that of Robert,
the son of heroes, standing on the desolate plateau,
300 feet above the level of the sea, and casting
his eyes westward towards Cantal, then north and
east towards the mountains of Forez, bristling
with dark forests, where horror and silence reigned.
Great stones, which must have been erected by the
hand of man, alone attested the presence of human
inhabitants in this savage region, where, how-
ever, there existed a few half-pagan peasants who
waged a bitter war against the three knights.
Nevertheless, in spite of all difficulties, in spite of
the persecutions they sustained from the moun-
taineers, Robert and his two faithful friends perse-
vered in their design. At night, from the recesses
of the wood, voices shouted to him, “Robert, Robert,

1 ¢Incolarum mitigabat pristinam feritatem, paulatimque eos brutis
moribus exuens, tanquam de feris homines faciebat.” —MaRrBobD., Vit. S.
Roberti, in Act. SS. 0. B., vol. ix. p. 200.
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why dost thou, a stranger, try to chase us from our
dwellings ?”! But Robert would not allow himself
to be alarmed by these cries, which he attributed
to the demon. Armed with axe and spade, he
opened paths through the wood and began to till
the ground. It was then,according to the hagio-
grapher, that the rule of St Benedict was brought
to him by an angel, who immediately disappeared
in the form of a white dove.?

The nobles of Auvergne, among whom Count
William and the barons of Mercceur and Livradois
showed themselves the most generous, offered to
Robert many rich donations: they did more, for
they furnished him with numerous disciples.® One
of those whom Robert loved the best, Raoul de St
Sauvin, was a troubadour and jongleur (as poets
were then called), but was also a very rich knight,
who gave four estates to Chaise-Dieu when he be-
came a monk there.* Another of Robert’s followers
was the noble Adelelme, of Loudun, in Poitou, a
member of a very distinguished race.’® To please
his family, though he secretly aspired to a spiritual
life, he wore the baldrick of a knight for several

1 «“Roberte, Roberte, quare e nostris sedibus, advena, nos tentas ex-
tradere ”—DoM GENoOUX, loc. sup. cit., p. 23.

% LaBBE, Biblioth. nov. man., vol. ii. p. 637,

3 ¢“ Non parva multitundo clericorum et militie cingulum deponentium.”
—Liber tripartitus B. Roberti, in Act. S8. 0. B., vol. ix. p. 214.

« BRANCHE, P duvergne au moyen dge, p. 141. Cf. MABILLON, Annal.
Bened., vol. v. p. 9.

S ¢‘Ingenuitate conspicuus . . . parentes ejus, cum secundum seculi
pomposam gloriam illustres fuissent.”—RopuLpH., Vit. S. Adelelmi,
auct. monach. coequali, in Act. 8S. 0. B., vol. ix. p. 866.
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years.! But one day, yielding to one of those invin-
cible impulses then so common, Adelelme distrib-
uted all his property to the poor, and, lest he should
be detained by his friends, started at night attended
by a single squire. A little later, sending back this
troublesome companion, after having forced him to
exchange clothes with him, he travelled on to Rome
barefoot, and then made several other pilgrimages.?
Having passed two years in these travels, worn out
by fatigue and fasting,?® he settled at Chaise-Dieu,
where he took the vows, says his contemporary
biographer, with the deepest humility.* He was
so much changed that no one could recognise him.
He told the secret of his birth to none but to the
Abbot Robert, who, finding in him all the qualities
of a true monk, made him master of the novices.
Adelelme became the third Abbot of Chaise-Dieu ;
but he was soon summoned to Spain, where later
we shall see him at the same time preaching the
strict observance of the Benedictine rule, and march-
ing at the head of the Castilian armies in the war
with the infidels.

1 ““Hic utrumque tenuit, Ecclesi videlicet spiritum, et militiz quo-
que secularis habitum . . . cum jam per litterarum cucurrisset exordia,
balteum militare, suadentibus cognatis ipso vero reluctante, precinxit,
cujus exercitamentis nonnullos sago miles, corde monachus transegit
annos.”—RopuLrH., Ibid., p. 867.

3 ‘“ Intempesta nocte, cum armigero quodam suo . . . clam discessit.

. Permutatis cam comite vestibus pretiosis, pedulo viliore . . .
nudis pedibus iter arripiens,” &c.—Ibid.

3 ¢ Alias orbis partes, nudis pedibus, corporis maceratione languidus,
jejuniis continuis . . . exilis, peregrinus et incognitus invisit. ”—1bid.

4 “‘Invicta animi demissione, induit cucullum,”
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After the death of St Robert, there arose in the
centre of France a congregation—founded, like that
of Chaise-Dieu, by converted nobles—which also had
ramifications in Spain. When, in 1079, a second
St Gerard, of Picard descent, a monk and saint like
Gerard de Brogne, went to Guienne and founded
the congregation of La Grande-Sauve,! he had as
sharers in his pious enterprise several Picard knights,
equally famous for their birth and for their courage,?
of whom the principal were Ebroin, who had quitted
the profession of arms to serve God till death in
the cell of a recluse,® and Herloy, brother of the
chdtelain of Noyon, extremely rich, who, even in
the world, had always known how to be the mas-
ter, and not the slave, of fortune.* In his youth

1 St Gerard, founder of the Abbey and congregation of the Grande-
Sauve, born in Picardy in 1015, was first a monk at Corbie, where he
wrote the life of St Adalard, and then a pilgrim at Rome, under Leo IX.,
who ordained him a priest in 1050. Having been cured of a long and
severe illness by the intercession of St Adalard, he undertook a second
pilgrimage to Jerusalem in 1073. On his return he was named abbot of
the monastery of St Vincent, at Laon, which he tried in vain to reform,
then Abbot of St Medard, at Soissons, whence he was driven by Queen
Bertha. Protected by the legate Amat, and by William VIIL of Aqui-
taine, he undertook to found the Abbey of Grande-Sauve, near Rions,
between the Gironde and Dordogne. He governed it till his death, in
1095, and was canonised by Celestine III. in 1197. In 1844 an interesting
work was published on this house and its founder, called Histoire de l'ad-
baye et congrégation de N. D. de la Grande-Sauve, ordre de S. Benoit, en
Guienne, by the Abbé Cirot de 1a Ville: Bordeaux, 1844,

2 ¢¢ Milites secundum smculum non ignobiles.”—Vit. S. Geraldi, Syl-
ve Majoris abd., auct. monach. cowquali, c. 18, in Act. SS. O. B., vol. ix.
p- 857.

3 ¢ De militari habitu egrediens, Dei amore inclusus, usque ad mortem
fortiter pugnavit.”—Ibid., c. 22.

4 ¢ Divitiis nimirum abundavit, et eas liberaliter, non ut earum servus,
sed ut dominus tractavit.”—Ibid,
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Herloy had given himself up to study; but the
duties of his rank, and the example of his equals,
had forced him into a soldier’s life, which he re-
garded as most suitable to a noble. He made him-
self a famous name in the service of King Philip of
France, and he had for a long time lived in camps,
when, touched by grace, and rebaptised by the tears
of penitence, he renounced his great possessions

to become the disciple of Abbot Gerard.! Three otper

knights of the Laonnais — Guy, Gauthier, and llglilciﬂ]dt;()f

ey . . . . 1
Lithier, all renowned for their warlike exploits 2— At

came to join the new foundation. The youngest cxemple
and most remarkable of those who arrived later
was Tecelin de Coucy, who, according to the con-
temporary annalist, had never been vanquished in
the many combats in which his love of glory had
involved him.?

All these brave men renounced their families,

14 Armorum probitate strenuus . . . dignitate ad plenum munitus
. . . ex regiis militibus non infimus . . . dimisso litterarum studio,
militie hesit, nimirum quia nobilis et nobili genere ortus, animum snum
non poterat ab hujus modi exercitiis refrenare, preesertim cum videret
equevos suos talibus negotiis inclinari. Iterum undis lacrymarum et
confessione pura baptizatus.”— Vit. S. Qeralds, ibid.

2 ¢“Wido . . . divitiis refertus et nobilitate seculi satis decoratus. . . .
‘Walterus . . . vir militaris et probus. . . . Litherius . . . in armis
satis valens . . . inter c@teros milites probitate inferior esse despiciens,
semper ad majora militie exercitia se erigens.”—17bid., c. 23.

3 ¢ Nunquam arma sus alteri deseruit, nec timore militis ullius un-
quam mutavit ; sed semper ubicumque esset, victoriam et palmam ac-
quirere super omnes socios elaboravit.”"—JIbid. He was married to Ade-
laide, Viscountess de Coucy, and had three sons.—Ciror, loc. cit., p.
219. When her husband devoted himself to God, Adelaide became a
nun at Nogent—a famous abbey situated at the foot of the hill of Coucy,
and which (except its church) still exists as a country-house.

VOL. VI E
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their fortunes, their career, their country, and the
allurement of military life ;! and having gone on
pilgrimage to St James of Compostello in their
knightly armour,? returned to take the Benedic-
tine habit at La Grande-Sauve, and to put them-
selves at the disposal of the Abbot Gerard, who
employed them in clearing the immense forest
which surrounded the monastery.® 'Ihere the
heroes employed their strength in rooting out
brambles and cutting down trees, thus literally
accomplishing the prophet’s words: “They shall
turn their swords into ploughshares, and their
spears into pruning-hooks.” ®

The example of these knights of the north of
France induced many Gascon seigneurs first to be-
come defenders of the abbey where their children
were educated ;¢ secondly, to provide, by liberal
donations, for all its necessities;? and, finally, to

! «“Hi omnes digito divine misericordie compuncti, renuntiantes omni-
bus que possidebant, et de terris et de cognationibus egressi, Christum
secuti sunt.”— V3L, S. Geralds.

2 ¢¢ Laicali habitu induti.”—C. 21.

3 It took from this forest its name, Sylva Major.

4 ¢‘Sylva in circuitu tam densa vepribus et sentibus creverat, quod
nullus ad ecclesiam appropinquare poterat, nisi gladio aut alio aliquo
ferramento prius ita fecisset. . . . Sordebant induti vestibus vilissimis
. . . fiunt nemorum et sylvarum fortissimi extirpatores, qui prius fuerant
strenuissimi bellatores,”—Ibid., c. 20, 28.

5 ¢“Conflabunt gladios suos in vomeres, et lanceas suas in falces.”—
Isaiah, ii. 4.

¢ CiBor, i. 292 ; ii. 97 et passim.

7 ¢Quanquam nil ibi inveniretur in densissima sylva, tamen omnibus
que sunt homini necessaria adeo nos ditavit clementia ut jam multi pos-
sint tunc habere suffragia.”’—Chartul. min. Syl. maj., fol. 14, ap. Ciror,
i. 275.
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become monks there themselves. Arnold, of Cas-
tillon in Médoc, thus relates his own eonversion,
in the deed by which he gives all his possessions
to La Sauve: “ Work while it is day, lest the
darkness overtake you ; for I desire not the death
of a sinner, but that he should be converted and
live! 1, then, Arnold, knight, having learned gm&
to understand these words of the Lord, immedi-
ately, with my heart full of repentance, began to
reflect upon my doings, and to tremble at the
terrible punishment my sins deserved. For this
reason I have taken refuge with you, Dom Gerard,
most reverend abbot, in this great forest where
you have laid the foundation of a church, and,
renouncing my secular knighthood in presence of
all your brethren, I give myself and all my posses-
sions to St Mary and to you.”? This pious donor
was followed by Raymond de Genissac, who occu-
pied a distinguished rank among the nobility of
the country; 3 by old Raymond of Mangaude, who
had long been weary of the glory of the world, and
who presented himself at the eleventh hour 4 to gain

1 John, xii. 85 ; Ezek. xxxiii. 11.

3 ¢ Hane igitur dominicam vocem cum ego Arnaldus miles audirem,
compunctus corde. . . . Ad vos igitur, domine Geralde, reverendissime
abbas, atque in sylvam majorem ubi inceepta est ecclesia, confugio,
renuntiansque seculari militi®, me meamque possessionem S. Marise
vobisque coram cunctis fratribus trado.”’—Chartul. min., fol. 78, ap.
Ciror, i. 288.

3 Crror, i. 289.

4 ¢ Quidam vir nobilis nomine Raymundus Mangaudi, satis diu usus
seeculari gloria, tandem jam eetate decrepita deficiens, mundane militie
renuntiavit, . . . non dubitans quod qui vineam Christi etiam hora
undecima ingreditur, plena denarii mercede muneratur. Hic igitur venit
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the promised reward; and by the young Gaucelme
of Montfaucon, who learned to hold glory light
without having ever made an ill use of it.!
Benedict de Civrac, in his turn, came to offer
to La Sauve, himself and the portion of the family
inheritance to which he was entitled ; but one of
his brothers, who wished to remain in the world,
opposed the gift, reclaiming the patrimony Benedict
had given to God. The opposer, however, being
conquered in his turn, soon submitted, accepted
with goodwill what had been done, and for the rest
of his days served God as a simple convert in the
abbey where his brother was priest and monk.2
The Lignans, the Tragomains, the Rions3 and
many other lords of the neighbourhood, came, one
by one, to people the new monastery. Filled with
respect for and sympathy with the devotion of the
monks, the pious Duke William of Aquitaine, with
the consent of his barons, at the Council of Bor-
deaux in 1080, added to the spiritual exemption
pronounced by the legates of Gregory VII the
right of sauvetat —that is to say, he entirely freed

ad conversionem in monasterium Silvee Majoris.” —Chartul. min., fol 49,
Ciror.

1 ¢ Quidam miles Gaucelmus in Montefalcone parvulus cunctis spretis
seculi vanitatibus, sumpta cruce, est Christum secutus. Hic itaque in
monasterium Silv. Maj. ad conversionem venit.”—Chartul min., fol. 77,
84.

3 ¢ Laicus in sseculo remanens, quod frater dederat, rapuit. . . .
Postea coactus, se ad serviendum in laico habitu eidem monasterio tra-
didit.” —7Ibid., fol. 32.

3 In the next century we find there the seigneurs of St Exupery, Ca-
banaz, Aubeterre, La Ferrtre, Villars, &c.—Ciror, vol. ii. passim.
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the abbey and the surrounding territory, with the
persons who chose to inhabit it, from all temporal
jurisdiction and all taxes. The monks further
obtained the right of asylum, of justice, and of
safe-conduct in favour of pilgrims and of travellers
accompanied by a monk.!

The renown of the new foundation spread even
to the King of France, Philip I., who gave to it
in 1083 the Church of St Leger au Bois, so as to
obtain the benefit of the prayers of those noble
personages who were clearing and sanctifying the
great forest.2 Thanks to such powerful protection,
and to the inexhaustible munificence of the feudal
nobles, the Abbey of La Grande-Sauve soon counted
among its dependencies seventy monasteries and
priories in France, Spain, and England.?

The curious picture of the Abbey of Hirschau in Kuights
the Black Forest, traced by Trithemius, succes- stsin
.sively its historian and abbot, refers specially to monss-
this interesting and little-known period. * There
was then,” he says, “ in our abbey a crowd of per-
sons of consideration, who shone in the Monastic
Order like stars in the firmament. Many of them,
before they entered religion, had borne great names
and attained high dignities in the world. Side by

1 See the text of this act, ap. CIror, vol. i. pp. 282, 494.

3 ¢ Audita fama nobilium virorum qui in sylva majori nuper incepe-
runt monasterium, cogitabam quomodo me possem commendare orationi-
bus eorum."— Chartul. min., fol. 148.

3 The precious ruins of this great and powerful abbey have been
snatched from complete destrnction by the enlightened and generous
solicitude of Mgr. Donnet, present Archbishop of Bordeaux.
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side with these monks, sprung from the most
illustrious blood, were others of humble race—
poor men and peasants. But, as a true brotherly
love united them, so a life of the same kind was-
imposed on all: the noble had, in fact, no superi-
ority over the serf; the purest blood gave no right
to hold office in the house. Good works and the
practice of humility were the only titles recog-
nised there. And, nevertheless, there were num-
bers of monks versed in all kinds of knowledge,
and not less remarkable for their profound ac-
quaintance with Holy Secripture than for the
excellence of their lives. Thanks to these monks,
the name of Hirschau became famous throughout
Europe : some of them, sons of dukes, counts, and
powerful lords, had been celebrated in the world ;
others, canons or prelates of cathedral or collegiate
churches, were extolled for their science or for the
importance of their families,—but all had trodden.
under foot the greatness of this world, to become
monks for the love of God; all practised the
humility of Christ’s poor, with as much happiness
as if they had been the most ignorant of men,
and descended from a race of beggars.”?

1 «“Erant si quidem in hoc ipso monasterio temporibus Gebhardi
abbatis et numero, et merito, viri preestantes, et magni, qui ordinem
monasticum sicut ccelum astra decorantia illustrabant. Ex his nonnulli
ante introitum religionis magni et nominis, et ampl® dignitatis in seculo
extiterunt. Erant hic monachi alto de sanguine nati: erant et humili
propagine rusticorum ac pauperum sati. Summa tamen inter eos fraternse
charitatis dilectio semper extitit, unus vivendi modus omnibus fuit, non
preeponebatur ingenuus ex servitio converso: nec sanguis poterat sibi
locum usurpare honoris in medio monachorum, sed virtus. Nam sicut
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In short, wherever we look throughout Europe
in the eleventh century, from the time of the ele-
vation of Hildebrand to the government of the
Church, in all places where penance and the love
of solitude had gathered Christians together, the
acts of these converted knights, the victories won
by God Himself over these brave hearts call forth
our admiration. In Apulia, two patricians of Many no-
Capua, Ladenulphe and Adenulphe, followed b come
their nephew, climbed the heights of Monte Cas- under Gre-
sino, to adopt the habit of St Benedict, almost at"
the very tomb of the holy patriarch, and to offer
to him their extensive possessions in Campania.'
In the Marches, young Rodolphe, with his two elder

regula nos docet monachorum, sive servus, sive liber, omnes in Christo
unum sumus, et sub uno Domino equalem servitutis militiam bajulamus;
quia non est apud Deum personarum aocceptio: solummodo in hac parte
apud ipsum discernimur, si meliores ab aliis in operibus bonis, et sanctis
virtutibns, humilesque inveniamur. . . . Unde non immerito nomen
Hirsaugensium monachorum in omni Europa celebre fuit. . . . Inter
quos multi fuerunt in omni genere scientiarum doctissimi, et non minus
vite merito, quam eruditione Scripturarum venerandi ; et multi quidem
in seculo magni, et gloriosi ducum, comitum, nobiliumque filii seu
cathedralium, aliarnmque canonici, vel preelati ecclesiarum, ac viri docti,
sive magnifici, odore sanctitatis monachoram Hirsaugiensium excitati,
omnia contemnentes quese possederant, ad consortium pauperum Christi
venerunt, et pro Dei -omnipotentis amore monasticee conversationis
habitum suscipientes tanta se in pauperum Christi humilitate dejecerunt,
ac si cunctis vite diebus idiotss indoctissimi, aut mendicorum filii
extitissent.”—TRITHEMIUS, Chron. Hirsaug., ad ann. 1099, vol. i. p. 322,
ed. 1690.

! In 1061. *¢ Nobiles Capuani una cum Petro nepote suo simul ad
hoc monasterium gratia conversionis venerunt, cunctasque facultates et
heereditates seu possessiones suas, quas in toto principatu Capuano habe-
bant B. Benedicto ex integro obtulerunt.”—LEo Osr., Chron., ii. c. 86.
‘We read there a long enumeration of the domains which the two knights
sacrificed.
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brothers, gave liberty to all his serfs, offered his
castle, reputed to be impregnable, to Peter Damian,
and became a monk in the congregation directed
by that holy doctor.! In Suabia, Count Eberhard
of Nellenburg, acknowledging the favours God
had heaped upon him, separated from his wife
and six children, gave up his vast domains and
his military life, and shut himself up in the
monastery which he founded on the banks of the
Rhine, and which was destined to become the
cradle of the town of Schaffhausen.? Cham-
pagne saw Count Guarin de Rosnay, at the call
of Gregory VIL, and enriched by his apostolic
benediction, give himself and all his fiefs to the
prince of the apostles and to St Berchaire, in the
Abbey of Montierender,® where he took the vows.
In Normandy, one of the greatest of the victorious
race, Hugh, Count of Meulan, entered as a simple
convert at the Abbey of Bec ;* and one of the brav-
est knights of the Vexin, Roger of Heudiecourt,
having been severely wounded in fight, gave up

1 ¢Servis duntaxat libertate donatis, castrom suum mihi inexpugnabili
munitione vallatum cun omnibus qus sui juris erant preediis contulit,
atque ad eremum veniens, habitum monastice professionis accepit.” —
SaNcTi PETRI DAMIANI, Vit. S. Rodulph. in Oper., p. 857.

? He died in 1075.—A4ct. SS. 0. B., s®c. vi. p. ii., vol. ix. p. 342.

* In 1082. ¢ Consilio habito cum domno apostolico Hildebrando
nomine . . . ut morerer mundo et viverem Deo, in remissionem
omnium delictorum et ad salutem antecessorum meorum, cum benedic-
tione apostolici, cum licentia episcopi mei Hugonis Tricassenis, et cum
favore Teobaldi comitis palatini, cum laude etiam propinquorum meorum,
dedi me cum alodiis meis, principibus apostolorum Petro et Paulo, vene-

rabili quoque Berchario.”— MABILL., 4nn., vol. v., Append. No. 16.
4 In 1072.—ORDER. VITAL,, L iii. p. 14, ed. Leprévost.



WHICH THEY HAVE FOUNDED. 73-

all his patrimony to the Abbey of St Evroul, where
he became a monk, and where for seven years he
willingly endured the Benedictine rule in spite of his
wound, which, by frequently reopening, constantly
reminded him of his former glorious exploits.!

And who were these charcoal-burners, who, in Ebrard de

Breteuil,

the depths of so many half-felled forests, gave them- Theobald .

selves so heartily to the labours of their calling ? 2pd Simon
There we find Ebrard, Count of Breteuil and vidame Y2

of Chartres, with many companions in his sacri- fhepores

fices : a man who, young, rich, and magnificent,
and holding a place among the first nobles of
France, had been so haughty and so irritable, that
men hardly dared to speak to him ;2 until, sud-
denly touched by divine grace, he stripped him-
self of all, fled, poor and naked, far from his vast
patrimony, and set himself as a penance to burn
charcoal—happy in finding himself able to say,
as he came back from the town where he had sold
his work, ““ At last I have attained the highest
riches.” 3

1 ¢“Sanjes quantum testa ovi anseris capere possit.”’— ORrp. VIT., book
iii. p. 114. From 1061 to 1066.

? ““Is in state positus florulenta, cum gratissime esset elegantim,
preesertim cum seseculi nobilitate genus-ejus, ita et mirabili specierum
conspicuitate polleret . . . divitiarum etiam omnium claritate pateret :
mens hominis in: multo superbie fastu constituta. . . . Vir inter pri-
mores Franciee undecumque famosus. . . . Adeo indignabundse habi-
tudinis, ut facile cuipiam, vel verbo aggressibilis nequaquam videbatur.”
—GUui1BERTI NOVIGENTI, De vita sua, 1. i. c. 9.

3 ¢ Cum carbonibus faciendis . . . operam daret, et hac illacque cum
suis per rura et oppida venum ferret, tum primum ratus est se supremas

attigisse divitias.”—Ibid. After having lived some years in this way,
Ebrard became a monk at Marmoutier, where the monks spoke of him
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Count Ebrard, however, only followed the ex-
ample of one of his peers—Theobald, son of the
seigneur of Provins, of the family of the Counts of
Champagne, whose history deserves that we should
linger a moment over it. One day this young
noble, who was soon to receive his knightly spurs,
escaped from his father’s castle with his faithful
Walter; and having resolved to forsake parents,
friends, estates, and fortune, he left his horses and
squires at an inn in the outskirts of Rheims, and
fled to conceal himself in Germany.! There he
entered the service of a rough peasant, earned his
living by the sweat of his brow, and resolved to
vanquish his pride by mowing the hay, cleaning
out the stables, and burning charcoal in the woods.?
One afternoon, when he had hired himself out to
weed a vineyard, and when the fatigue of his
stooping attitude and the scratches on his too
delicate hands and on his unshod feet had made
him work languidly, the rustic who employed him,

in these terms in a deed of 1072 : ‘ Domnus Ebrardus nudus et pauper
effectus, patria et parentibus derelictis, peregre profectus est.”—Ap.
MABILL., Ann. Ben., vol. v., Append. No. 6.

1 ‘“Parentibus non solum nobilibus, rerum etiam clarissimis atque
ditissimis. . . . Assumpto Waltero, quodam milite suo . . . relicta
domo, patre, matre . . . mancipiis, amplissimisque preediis, cumque
omnibus seculi pompis, quasi proximo Pasche accincturus militis cin-
gulum. . . . Apud 8. Remigii suburbium, . . . armigeris atque equis
in hospitio relictis . . . nudis pedibus pervenerunt ad locum qui dicitur
Picingo in Teutonicornm regno.”— Vit. 8. Theobaldi, auct. PETRO, abbat.
equali, in Act. SS. 0. B., vol. ix. p. 167.

* *“Isti usque ad vilissima et laboriosissima rusticorum opers devoluti
sunt . . . lapides ferendo, feenum ex pratis secando, stabula curando,
et maxime carbones, ut idem Beatus simpliciter postea referebat, ad
opera fabrilia faciendo.”—Ibid.
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but who did not even understand his language,
began to beat him soundly with a goad; all of which
he supported patiently, and even joyfully, says
the holy writer, for love of penance.! After this
rude novitiate, the young Count went on pilgrim-
age to St James of Compostello, then to Rome,
and ended by becoming a monk in Lombardy.?
This trade of woodman or charcoal-burner, willing-
ly embraced by the Counts of Breteuil and Provins,®

1 «Ut ad vineas herbis inutilibus purgandas conduceretur . . . dorso
inclinato dolente, excruciatis quoque nudis manibus in herbarum eradi-
catione, pedibus nudis per sentes et silices excoriatis . . . stimulo
aculeato ceedere ceepit et pungere. . . . Alter enim alterius linguam non
intelligebat.”—¥it. 8. Theobaldi, ibid., p. 168.

2 He died in 1066, and was canonised by Alexander III. It wasin
his honour that Duke Robert I1. of Burgundy, about 1290, built a priory
church, the choir of which, still standing, is a perfect prodigy of ele-
gance, elevation, and beauty. It contains the shrine of St Theobald, of
which Didron's 4nnales archéologiques have given an exact description ;
a lateral door, admirably carved ; and, finally, the tombs of a knight and
his wife, considered among the best-preserved monuments of Christian
sculpture. St Thibaut en Auxois is situated on the road from Semur to
Pouilly, on the banks of the canal. Every traveller who passes through
this corner of France ought, at any sacrifice, to visit this little-known
marvel of Burgundy.

3 This is what we must conclude from the following verses, attributed
by some to Theobald de Mailly, and by others to Theobald de Montmor-
ency, Seigneur of Marly, who took the cross in 1117, and became a Cis-
tercian monk in 1179, This poet-knight of the twelfth century is quoted
by Labbe and by Mabillon in 4c¢t. 8S. 0. B., vol. ix. p. 374 :—

¢ Ains vos vueil amentoivre de 8imon de Crepy . . .

Quant qu'il avoit au siecle laissa et enhal,

Bien le laissa voir, que sa terre en guerpi.

Dedans une forest en essil s’enfoul ;

La devint charboners, i tel ordre choisi.”
‘We do not know why Pére Chifflet and the Bollandists (vol. viii. of Sept.,
P. 780), have chosen to see in this word charcoal-burner nothing but
a simple designation arising from the black colour of the Benedictine
frock ; they had no doubt lost sight of the passages in Gilbert de Nogent
and the contemporary biographer of 8t Theobald of Provins, which we
have quoted above.
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was also an object of ambition to a yet more
illustrious penitent, whose conversion caused a pro-
found sensation under the pontificate of Gregory
VII.: Simon,! Count of Valois, of Crépy, of Amiens,
of Mantes, of Vexin, of Bar and Vitry, standard-
bearer to the king, heir of the ancient race of
Counts of Vermandois, so terrible to the Carlovin-
gian kings, one of the most powerful and warlike
vassals of Philip I., and reputed the richest landed
proprietor of France?

! For a full account of the titles and possessions of Count Simon, see
the Bollandists (vol. viii., Sept., p. 719). It is generally thought that
the ducal house of St Simon springs from the sister of Simon, who
married Herbert, Count of Vermandois, and took the name of St Simon
in honour of our saint. — IMHOF., Qeneal. exc. Familiar. Franc., p.
199 ; Act. SS. Bolland., book c. pp. 718, 744.

? As we learn from the notice discovered at St Claude by the P2re
Chifflet, and inserted in the vol. of 80th Sept. of the Bollandists, No. 43,
Raoul III., Count of Valois, Crépy, &c., the father of this Simon, had
married Adtle, daughter of the Count of Bar-sur-Aube, in the most
romantic fashion. One day, on his journey to Rome, Raoul, passing
beneath the Castle of Bar, was told that a young lady, an orphan and
a widow, was living there. He presented himself to this lady, asked
her hand, obtained it, and continued his journey after having sworn to
marry her on his return. But during the knight's absence, the nobles
of the neighbourhood, unwilling to submit to too powerful an ascendancy,
decided that the Countess should marry Rainard, Count of Joigny, who
carried her off to his castle. On his return from Rome, Raoul besieged
Joigny, destroyed the castle, delivered his betrothed, and conducted her
to La Ferté, whence she was again carried of. Finally, he delivered
her a second time, married her at Crépy, and became by this marriage
Count of Bar and of Vitry (Vie des saints de Franche-Comté, vol. iii. p.
334 et seq.) Raoul III. married afterwards Anne of Russia, widow of
Henri 1., his relation in the fifth degree, for which he was excommuni-
cated. Simon, second son of Raoul III., born in 1048, and brought up -
at the Court of William the Conqueror, whose wife, Matilda, was his
cousin, was passionately fond of hunting, and this passion led to his
conversion. One day when he was hawking, holding his falcon on his
wrist, he happened to fly the bird at a prey which he was extremely
anxious to take. Being disappointed, he gave way to a violent fit of
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Unjustly persecuted by his suzerain, who endeav-
oured to despoil him during his minority, he assem-
bled his vassals and made war on the king with
equal energy and success.! At the same time, de-
siring to clear up any doubts as to the lawfulness
of his possessions, he went, in 1075,2 to Rome, to
consult Pope Gregory VIL., whose instructions he
followed in scrupulously repairing every injustice
his father had committed.

On his return to France, Simon resumed hostili-
ties against the king, and showed himself so skil-
ful a knight that he forced Philip to conclude a
treaty, ratified by an assembly of nobles, by which
his rights were recognised and his domains restored.3

rage, in which he swore that, from that moment, he would hate every-
thing good and love everything evil. This sort of treaty with the devil
was quickly followed by repentance, and from that moment the young
man earnestly endeavoured to strengthen himself in welldoing. Wal-
ter, elder brother of Simon, having been killed in war, the latter re-
mained sole heir of the Count of Valois. A little older than Philip I.,
the son of his stepmother, the young Count had to support, with varied
fortunes, a fierce struggle with the king, who wished to deprive him of
his dominions. Obeying the advice of St Gregory VII., Simon did not
hesitate to exhume the body of his father from its tomb in the town of
Montdidier, of which place Raoul III. had unjustly possessed himself.
At the sight of the decaying body of a prince once so powerful and so
much dreaded, Simon was seized with a disgust for power and glory.—
" Gui. Novia., de Vitl. sua, book i. c. 10.

1 ¢« Concitat gentem suam, et velut frendens leo, licet corde dolens,
perturbat et devastatquod in regis reperit possessione, et donec proprium
possideat asserit nullo modo rotroire.”— Vit. S. Simonis, comitis Crespei-
ensis, auctore Synchrono, c. 1, post Ven. GUIBERTI Novia. opera, ed.
d’Achery, 1651, fol., p. 672. This life is found also in the 4ct. SS. 0. B.,
vol. ix. p. 874 ; and in the Bollandists, vol. viii. of Sept.

? In 1075, the Bollandists say ; but 1074, according to Alberic.

3 < Rursus regem aggrediens, certanen ut miles optimus amplexatnr
ot donec victor existeret, licet invitus a belli negotio minime relaxatur.
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This warlike life did not make the brave Count
forgetful of the practice of piety; however wearied
he might be by the combats and exploits of the
day, he never failed to make it a duty to be pre-
sent at the matins of the monks.!

Meantime, an ardent desire of conversion, and
a passionate aspiration towards monastic life, had
taken possession of the knight’s soul. This young
and brilliant victor, this powerful lord, who passed
for the richest man in France after the king,
thought only of sacrificing his glory, his opulence,
and his life for the love of God.? His barons
having chosen for his wife the daughter of Count
Hildebert de la Marche, who was as beautiful as
she was high-born, the Count ratified the choice
by going to seek the princess in Auvergne, fol-
lowed by a brilliant cortége. But amidst all the
pomp of the marriage, he profited by the first mo-
ments of liberty allowed him with his betrothed,
and the first caresses which their future union
authorised, to preach to the young girl the duties
of continence and of a retirement from the world.3

. . . Fit conventus nobilium, judicium fit a sapientibus, ques jure con-
tigerat hereditas Simoni judicatur et redditur.”—Vit. 8. Simonis ; ibid.,
e. 8.

1 ¢Cum fere triennio labore militari implicitus caro illius requiem
non haberet, nocte tamen armorum fatigatione minime detentus solo
tantum comite contentus ecclesiarum limina subiens, matutinis semper
interesse gaudebat.”—Ibid., c. 2.

* ¢ Omissis deliciis, quarum ubertas tanta illi affluebat, ut pene post
regem in tota regione nullus ditior, nec rebus opulentior videretur.”—
Ibid., ¢. 8. Cf. GuiBErT Novig., de Vit. sua, vol. i. c. 10.

3 ¢ Eleganti forma, facie pulcherrima, genere nobilis. . . . Magnatum
maultitudo mandatur, ornatus diversitas appetitur. . . . Sponsa venienti
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When she saw her affianced husband resolved to
renounce her and their wedded life, she determined
to equal him in generosity ; and accordingly fled,!
the same night, with two knights who were her
near relations, to take the veil of a nun at Vau-
Dieu, in a wild and narrow valley, near the source
of the Allier,2 where Robert, the great monastic
apostle of Auvergne, had founded a place of refuge
for widows of the province.?

Scarcely had Count Simon returned to his do-
mains after this glorious victory over himself, than
the King of England, William the Conqueror,
who had been his guardian, sent in haste to offer
him the hand of his daughter Matilda. Simon
refused, making their too near relationship* the
pretext, and left home on his way to Rome, saying
that he must seek counsel from the Pope. But
first he wished to give a pledge of his devotion to
the monastic metropolis of Cluny, whither flowed,
Simoni oscula pergens amplexatur. . . . Oscula dabantur sanctitate con-
dita, amplexus implicabantur luxuria remota, aliisque credentibus eorum
dicta lasciva jucunditate repleta, vir Domini preedicationis verbum et
dulcia vitee colloquia, utambo seculo renuntiarent, cordi illius inserebat.”
—Ibid., c. 4. Cf. Guis. NoviG., de Vit. sua, i. c. 9 ; ALBERICI TRIOM
FoNTIUM, Chronic., ad ann. 1076, ap. LEIBNITZ, dcces. histor., c. ii.

1 “Quee cum amantissimum juvenem sibi et mundo repudium dedisse
rescisset, ipsa inferior videri non tolerans, virginalibus turmis,” &c.—
Guis., 1. i. ¢. 10.

3 ¢ Junctis illis conversionis et generis propinquitate collegis duobus.”
—1Ibid. Both became monks, and one was afterwards Archbishop of
Bourges.—See further on.

3 We may still admire the deserted but yet standing cloister where
lived so long and holily the generous bride of the Count de Crépy.

4 Simon was, in fact, related in the sixth degree to the wife of the
Conqueror, Matilda of Flanders.
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so to speak, all the piety of the age. On the 22d
of March 1070, by a deed signed in the presence
of Philip of France, and sealed with the royal seal,
the Count gave to the Abbot Hugh the monastery
which he had founded in his castle of Crépy, and
where the ashes of his fathers rested.! After this,
Simon started ; but before crossing the Alps, he
wished to stop at St Oyant or St Claude, the
celebrated abbey in the Jura, whose origin has
already been related, and he there obtained his
admission as a monk. But soon, desiring a yet
harder life and a yet more complete solitude, he
asked and obtained permission to betake himself
to the almost uninhabited heights of the mountains
north of St Claude. Then he sought the spot
where the rapid waters of the Doubs rush out
from the depths of a cave in the side of Noir-
‘mont, and spread into a broad current as they
traverse the wide and gloomy forests. In these
woods, not appropriated by the Burgundians after
the conquest, but which a vague tradition de-
clares to have been given to St Claude by Char-
lemagne—on this sterile soil, which, in fact, be-
longed to whoever should first occupy it—Simon
built himself a cabin by the edge of the Doubs,?

1 In this act Simon declares, that having for Hugh of Cluny ‘‘more
affection than for any other in the world, he gives to this abbot and his
successors the monastery of St Arnoul, built in his castle of Crépy, and
that he wishes the abbot of it to be chosen from among the monks of
Cluny, according to the Spirit of God and the rule of St Benedict.”—

Ap. BoLraND, 80th September, No. 117.
* Simon’s cabin was the origin of the Priory of Mouthe, which grew
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where he earned a poor living as a woodman, in
imitation of the two counts spoken of above—
subsisting on bread and wild fruits, and even
of this poor food keeping something with which
to relieve hungry travellers.! He thus contributed
to the clearing of the Jura, which was gradually
effected in the course of several centuries by the
monks of St Claude; and to him is generally at-
tributed the foundation of the twelve monasteries
or priories in the midst of these scarcely inhab-
ited mountains.?2 But he was not long permitted
to enjoy this much-desired solitude. The report
of his conversion spread far and near, exciting
wonder and admiration throughout Normandy,
and all the provinces of Flanders to the borders

of Germany, where he was known and loved.’
And the Abbot Hugh, taking advantage of the

to be the capital of the canton of the same name in the present depart-
ment of the Doubs, The Church of Mouthe is still consecrated to St
8imon.

1 ¢Ceepit namque ut de proprio manuum viveret, ubi novalia fierent
scindere cum securi. Cibus erat tenuis panis cum aqua, legumen et
poma sylvestria, et hoc semel in die, excepta Dominica. . . . Et qua
domi contulerat aquam collo deferens ipse mala cum pulmento decoxit.
. « . Accidit ut quidam viator esuriens illic agapem postularet : Panis,
inquit, deest, sed sunt poma sylvestria.”—GUIBERT, c. 9, 10.

% See as to this clearing of the Jura, the excellent Essai sur I'histoire
de la Franche-Comté, by M. Epouarp CLErC (vol. i., 1887); the
Mémoires de Droz, on Portarlier (p. 121); and the Life of 8t Simon in
vol iii. of the Vies des saints de Pranche-Conuté, by the professor of the
Catholic College at Besangon, 1856.

3 ‘““Igitur Flandrie, Normanise . . . tanti viri rumore suscepto stu-
pore mirabantur: quippe qui notus regionibus illis dilectus Domino, et
tam carus omnibus erat,” &c.— Vit. S. Simonis, post GUIBERTUN, c. 6.
All the contemporary chronicles celebrate with enthusiasm the conversion
of Simon. ¢‘See,” says one of these, ‘this golden star, this handsome

VOL. VI. F
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influence which the illustrious penitent was likely
to exercise,! begged him to undertake a mission to
King Philip to ask the restitution of certain pro-
perty taken from Cluny by that prince. The Count
of Vermandois, not long ago the victorious rival
of the monarch, but now humbly clothed in the
Benedictine robe, accepted the mission, and went
to visit his ancient enemy at Compidgne,? though
he was still suffering from a wound caused by the
fall of a pine while he was labouring as a pioneer
in the forests of the Jura. Entering the town,
Simon was recognised by the people ; an immense
crowd, eager to see him, assembled round him and
conducted him in a kind of triumph to the palace,
making the air resound with shouts?® The king
received him with all honour, and immediately
granted him the object of his request. Thence
Simon went to the Court of the King of England
to try to establish peace between him and his
eldest son Robert. At the news of the saint’s
arrival, several knights who had been his vassals,
Simon, who gave up his beautiful wife, and the country where he ruled
over millions of vassals.” * Sydus aurewm . . . pulcherrimum Simon . . .

reliquit sponsam decoratissimam . . . et tolam deserens Francorum gentem
in qua inter millia servorum dominadatur.”—HARIULF., Vita S. Arnulf,
c. 25.

1 ““Notum sit vestr® Celsitudini, beatissime pater, me plus quam
omnes homines in carne viventes in Deum diligere,” &c.—Ad. V. Gui-
BERTI, opera, not. et observ., ed. D’Achery, p. 597.

3 Where he was present at the translation of the Holy Shroud.

3 ¢ A quibusdam, qui festivitati intererant, statim agnmoscitur. . . .
Vox populi et turbe letantis clamor attollitur. Simon fere ab omnibus
clamabatur; Simon certatim aspicitur, et sic usque ad palatium regis
vix, turba premente, subtrahitur.”— Fita, c. 11.
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and others, to the number of nearly a thousand,
came to meet him with presents of gold, silver,
mules, and palfreys.! Simon refused all these,
contenting himself with the success of his inter-
vention between the father and son. Before leaving
William, the Count had private interviews with
him and his wife, in which he urged upon their
attention the serious yet consoling lessons of re-
ligion ; the Queen, bathed in tears, was so over-
come that she could not speak.?

Simon then went to visit Bee, of which his
friend the great St Anselm had just been appointed
abbot ; and after having spent some time in his
own domains of Valois and Vermandois, he re-
turned with gladness to his dear solitude, whence
Gregory VII. soon after recalled him to Rome.? .
The Pope then confided to him the mission of
reconciling Robert Guiscard with the Holy See.
Simon prospered in this new negotiation, and also
rendered to the Roman Church, then engaged in
a most dangerous struggle with the Emperor
Henry IV, the inestimable service of securing to
it the Norman Alliance, which was destined to
be the safeguard of Gregory VII. and his suc-

1 ¢«“Qui sui in smculo dicebantur, alii et quamplures, pene milites
mille . . . et quisque de proprio aurum vel argentum, mulam seu pale-
fridum ut acciperet, devote precabantur.”— Vita, c. 11.

2 ¢t Adeo ut regina, sicut bonarum moris est mulierum, loqui nequiret
verba, intercedente ploratu.”—Ibid.

3 The Abbot of 8t Oyand, wishing to keep S8imon in the Jurs, hid from
him the Pope’s letters ; but Gregory threatened to interdict the abbey if
his call were not obeyed.
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cessors. Shortly afterwards Simon fell ill and
died at Rome! in the arms of the Sovereign
Pontiff, who caused him to be buried among the
Popes.?

The conversion of the Count of Valois produced
a profound impression upon the contemporary
nobles, and found many imitators among them.
When Simon left his home to take refuge at St
Claude, five knights of his household, all well
born and of great reputation, joined3 their fate
to his and followed his example.

Another lord named Stephen, descended both on
the father’s and mother’s side from a long line of
nobles,* had scarcely assumed the arms of knight-
hood when he put off its symbols to present himself
also at St Claude, in order to learn how best under
the yoke of monastic rule to sacrifice the inclina-

1 The 80th September 1082, according to Mabillon (4ct. SS. 0. B.,
vol. ix.); but in 1080, according to the Bollandists (vol. viii., September,
p. 742).

* ¢“Tum, preecipiente episcopo, sepulture locus inter apostolicos pree-
paratur : et quia apostolicam vitam studuit imitari, merito hujus apicis
adeptus est dignitatem.”—1Ibid., i. 14.

3 “Junctis sibi de familia quibusdam viris nobilissimis.”—7it. S.
Simon., post GUIBERTUNM, c. 6. ‘‘ Preemiserat ante se duos illustrissimos
viros, domnum Rodulfum et domn. Franconem ; secum vero duxit D.
Rotbertum, D. Arnulfum et D. Warnerium. Hi omnes et secundum
genus seculi clarissimi et secundum Deum nobilissimi, postea se holo-
caustum Deo obtulerunt.”—J0OANN. MONACH., Chron. Besuens.,in Spici-
leg., vol. ii. p. 434, ed. in-fol.

¢ ¢ Patre nobilissimo progenitus, qui et ipse non solum consul, sed
etiam a patre et avo consulibus originem duxit. De matre . . . quod
dixerim, nisi quod ex utraque parte . . . ex progenie consulum, imo
ab ipsis consulibus est generata.” She was daughter of the Count de
Resnel.—Itid.
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tions of fallen human nature.! During his travels
in France, Count Simon, by the humility and sweet
purity of which his countenance and language
bore the impress, had exercised over Christians of
all ranks and ages an influence so powerful, that
wherever he went, a crowd of men and women, on
seeing him, determined to embrace the religious life.
But it was the order of knighthood which supplied
him with the most numerous recruits. A con-
temporary writer says that it was the example of
Simon alone which sufficed to decide the Duke of
Burgundy and the Count of M4con to become
monks at Cluny, and many other nobles to give
up the world.? In Italy the Count exercised the
same influence. During his mission to Robert
Guiscard in the interest of Pope Gregory, he per-
suaded by his preaching nearly sixty Norman
knights to put on the armour of God—that is to
say, to take the monastic habit—in the different
abbeys of Apulia.?® Thus a Benedictine chronicler

1 ¢ Erat adhuc tenellus, militaribus tamen armis decoratus . . . secu-
lari balteo abrenuntians, in preefato ceenobio monachilem vitam arripuit,
ibique . . . per decem annos se in Dei servitio mactavit.”—JoANN.
MoNacH., iid. This Stephen became in 1086 Abbot of Béze, and was
one of the most distinguished superiors of this great monastery.

* ¢“Tot tantosque sermonum ejus puritas, et animi, quam in facie pre-
ferebat, humilitas, viros animavit et feeminas, ut infinita sexaum agmina
ad vis prosecutionem istius . . . conflarentur . . . exemplo ejus
nomine. . . . Equestrium siquidem virorum studium hominis multum
sollicitavit examen.”—Guis. Novie., de Vita sua, i. c. 10. ““Jam carus
omnibus erat quatenus Hugo Burgnndis dux . . . et ejusdem ordinis
quamplures, pietatis affectu et illius dulcedine inflammati, arma depon-
erent, seculum relinquentes. . . . Nobiles pariter et ignobiles, audito
ejus nomine, imitabantur.”—Vit. S. Simon., c. 6. :

3 “Cnjus allocutioni assensum prebentes, pene sexaginta milites
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designates Simon as the chief of those princes who
were “ formerly like lions for the terror which they
inspired, like leopards for the diversity of their
crimes, but who, later, became humble as hyssop,
odorous as myrrh, and whiter than snow.”!
Among those nobles whom the example or the ex-
hortations of the Count of Valois induced to take
the vows, we may cite Werner or Garnier de
Montmorillon, one of the two knights who had
accompanied their cousin the young Countess of
Marche, the betrothed of Count Simon, in her
flight and retreat at Chaise-Dieu.? Werner was
reckoned among the noblest lords of Poitou. He
had, while still in the world, prepared himself for
his monastic vocation by a pilgrimage to St James
of Compostello ; and on his return from the holy
shrine, he had sacrificed, in order to relieve a sick
beggar, a pair of richly-ornamented gloves, the
gift of a lady whom he tenderly loved.? Having
afterwards entered as a monk at Chaise-Dieu, he

secularibus omissis, arma dominica susceperunt ; et sic viri Dei preedica-
tione monachilem habitum . . . susceperunt.”—Vit. §. Simon., c. 13.

1 ¢Principes enim qui prius fuerant similes leonibus propter crudeli-
tatem et terrorem, et leopardis propter, &c. . . . hysopina, humili
scilicet, oonfessione mundati, per myrrham mortificationum candore
sunt super nivem dealbati. Horum autem caput et dux exstitit comes
Francorum nobilissimus, Simon nomine,” &c.—Chron. Besuens.

* The other was Hildebert de Montmorillon, brother of Garnier, and
afterwards Abbot of Deols and Archbishop of Bourges.—OrDER. VIT.,
book viii. p. 714, ed. Duchesne ; MABILL., 4nxr. Ben., book Ixiv. c. 98.

3 ““Miles illustris . . . dum adhuc in armis mundo serviret, in in-
troitu cujusdam sylves solus cum armigero suo languenti mendico repente
occurrit, et poscenti stipem nummos quos daret manu non habuit : sed
pretiosas chirothecas ab amica sibi directas devote porrexit.”—ORDER.
Vir.
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served God there for forty years! One day one
of the monks of the monastery had a vision, in
which an angel, after having imposed upon him a
special mission, added these words: “I speak in
the name of Him whom Martin clothed with half
his mantle, and to whom Garnier gave his em-
broidered gloves.” The monk related this vision
to the abbot and the elders of the monastery;
they knew perfectly the story of St Martin at
Amiens, but puzzled themselves as to what could
be meant by Garnier’s gloves. At last the old
knight Garnier de Montmorillon was questioned,
and simply related the history of the love-gift
which he had sacrificed in his youth. Then the
monks, being all assembled, gave thanks to God,
the invisible and immortal witness of the least of
our good deeds.?

Part of the vast estates possessed before his
conversion by Simon, Count of Valois and Ver-
mandois, belonged to the diocese of Soissons. This
town received, shortly after, as its bishop, the Eﬁoﬁ'ﬂnk
monk Arnoul, who, previous to his elevation to the g:?t?oe:g.

1 “Case Dei monachus fere XL. annis Deo militavit.”—ORDER. VIT.
But it should have been at St Cyprian, according to the biographer of
the B. Bernard de Tiron. Perhaps this Garnier is the same as the one
who accompanied Count Simon to 8t Claude.—Cf. MABILL.,, Ann. Ben.,
book Ixiv. ¢. 98, and book lxvii. c. 61.

? ¢“Cuidam religioso . . . post matutinos in oratorio supplicanti
angelica visio apparuit. . . . Ille me misit ad te, et heec tibi mandavit
quem Martinus parte chlamydis sus vestivit, et qui Guarnerius chirothe-
cas suas donavit. . . . Senioribus historia de Martini divisa chlamyde
satis claruit . . . sed res de Garnerii chirothecis omnino diu latuit.
Tandem ipse . . . simpliciter detexit. . . . Deoque qui bona facienti-
bus semper preesto est, gratias egit.”—ORD. ViT., book c.
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episcopate, lived in a cell in the environs of the
Abbey of St Medard, of which he had been abbot.
At the very hour of the death of the saintly
Count Simon at Rome, the event was revealed to
the recluse Arnoul in his cell at Soissons by a
vision. He announced it to the monks of the
monastery, advising them to celebrate the obse-
quies of their illustrious countryman and bene-
factor.! The monks obeyed, though doubting the
truth of the prediction ; but before the end of the
month, they were able to convince themselves that
the solitary had spoken truth.

This Arnoul had many points of resemblance to
Simon : like him, he had given up all the honours
and advantages of the world to devote himself toGod
in a monastic life. Sprung from a very wealthy
and illustrious Flemish house,® nephew of the
Counts of Namur, of Louvain, of Loos and of Mons,
he had early attained the rank of knighthood,® and
had distinguished himself by a valour and physical
strength above that of all his contemporaries, which
procured him the name of Arnoul the Strong.

1 ¢“Tte, fratres, festinanter ; nuntiate abbati et fratribus, quia domnus
Simon, olim comes Vermandensis, hodie de hac vita recessit, et jubeat
abbas velociter celebrari officium pro exitu tanti viri. . . . Notate diem,
notate horam, et invenietis ita esse.”—HARIULFI, ABB. ALDENB., CO®-
qualis Vit. S. Arnul., 1. i. c. 25, in Act. SS. 0. B., vol. ix. p. 524..

* That of Pamele. His father was ‘‘non solum generis spectabilis
nobilitate, sed et rerum copia mundanarum ditatus inter ceeteros com-
patriotas.”—1Ibid., c. i.

3 ¢¢Susceptis juxta votum amicorum, ritumque nobilium militie signis.”
—Ibid., c. 8. ‘‘Omni humana virtute prestantior in rebus militaribus
fuit.”—Compend, Vit. S. Arn. eod. loc., p. 555.
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He was so strong, in fact, that he used the mast of
a ship as a lance, and could lift up a waggon loaded
with hay with the help of one other man. When
the Emperor Henry held his Court at Utrecht,
Arnoul astonished and surpassed all the German
knights by his Flemish vigour.! He made, how-
ever, the noblest use of his strength in the distant
expeditions in which, as a vassal of the empire, he
took part; and he constantly endeavoured to put
an end to the private wars which desolated Brabant
and Flanders. He often succeeded in this, thanks
to his valour, which was irresistible, and above all
to his eloquence, which gained him great influence
in the courts of justice of those princes whom he
served as a vassal or as a companion in arms.?

In the midst of all this success, Arnoul one day
ordered his squire to prepare everything in the most
splendid manner, as if he were going in state to visit
the French king. But instead of appearing at the
Court of France, it was to the cloister of St Medard
that he turned his steps, there to offer to God his
arms, his rich garments, and his long hair.® He

1 HARIULFI, c. 4.

* ¢ Omnia denique militiee studia percurrit, imperialibus sen regalibus
bellis interfuit, in principium curiis quaquaversum veniens facundus
causidicus enitnit . . . lites . . . seditionesque tremore sue incom-
parabilis fortitudinis compressit : dum non esset qui illum viribus seu
verbis ratione validis obviare tentaret.”—Ibd., c. 5.

3 ¢“Convocatis duobus armigeris suis, jubet quantocius omnia armorum
vasa aptari, qualiter cum eximio decore et pompa decenti, curiam regis
Francorum valeret adire . . . festinus expetit ecclesiam. . . . Armaque
cum vestibus cultissimis quas attulerat ad ecclesiam conferentem atton.
dent fratres.”—1Ibid., c. 5.
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lived there as a recluse and monk without pro-
nouncing a single word for three years and a half,
until the day when his superiors dragged him by
force from the cloister to appoint him abbot. But
at the end of some years, in spite of the entreaties
of the monks, who conjured him in the name
of the martyr-saint Sebastian, of the venerable
confessor Medard, and of the holy Pope Greg-
ory, whose relics they possessed,! that he would
not abandon them, he laid down the abbatial cro-
sier in order to escape the importunities of King
Philip, who wished to force him to accompany his
military expeditions at the head of the knightly
vassals of the abbey.2 Arnoul refused to take up
again the trade of arms, which he had renounced
when he became a monk ; he returned with delight
to his solitary cell, whence his fame spread
throughout France, and whither the nobles of
the kingdom came to visit him and consult him 3
for the peace of the Church and the salvation
of their souls. On the death of the Bishop of
Soissons, he was again forced to leave his retire-
ment and occupy the episcopal throne. After-
wards, Gregory VIIL charged him with the duties

1 ¢ Monemus te per martyrium Sebastiani, per confessionem Medardi,
per papatum Gregorii,” &c.—HARIULFI, c. 16.

* ¢ Ego infelix, qui militiam causa Dei abjeci, rursus stipabor milit-
ibus? . . . Rex misit legatos qui dicerent fuisse morem antiquum ut mil-
ites abbatir, abbate preevio, regali expeditioni inservirent.”—1Ibid., c. 16.

3 ¢“In terra Francorum gloriosam adeptus est famam ; in tantum ut tota
regni nobilitas ejus uti benedictionibus congauderet, et totius dignitatis
homines ejus colloquium ardenter requirerent, tam de pace Ecclesize quam
de salute animarum consilium flagitantes.”—/bid., c. 8.
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of legate, and sent him to pacify the sanguinary
quarrels which were perpetually bursting out afresh
in Flanders, and to maintain the threatened rights
of the Church there ; but even then the humble
monk would travel in no other way than on an
ass, thus better to express his entire renunciation
of all the splendour of chivalry.!

About the time when Bishop Arnoul fulfilled this
peaceful mission in the Belgian provinces, there was
at St Peter’s, in Ghent, a monk of noble family named
Wederic,? who, provided with credentials from Pope
Gregory VII., began to travel through Flanders
and Brabant with the object of preaching faith
and pure morality, which had been injured by the
struggle between the Church and the empire. At
his summons, six knights, among whom was Gerard
the Black, accounted the most famous warrior of
these provinces,® hastened to give up all their un-
justly-acquired wealth, and during several months
humbly followed the steps of the apostolic preacher.

1 ¢ Postquam ssculi militiam deposui terga equi nunquam sedere pro-
posui . . . non aliqua vanitate, sed D. N. J. C. imitatione.”—HARIULFI,
Vita 8. Arnul. in dct. SS. O. B., vol. ix. pp. 510,516, 543. This life of
8t Arnoul is one of the finest and most curious narratives in this invalu-
able collection. Arnoul died on the day of the Assumption 1087, after
having been comforted by a vision of Our Lady, who promised him that
she would receive his soul for the glorious feast of the Assumption. An
immense number of miracles were worked on the tomb of the saint,
which drew great crowds of pilgrims from Flanders, Hainault, and
Artois, until his solemn translation, which took place in 1121.—L. c.,
p. 552.

3 ¢ Wedericus sacerdos et monachus . . . vir seculare nobilitate, et
quod majus est, divina religione valde conspicuus.”—Historia Affligemi-
ensis, c. 1, ap. D’ ACHERY, Spicileg., vol. ii. p. 770.

3 ¢ In armorum strenuitate per has provincias tunc famosissimus.”—7Ibid.
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Then Wederic, seeing them all inflamed with the
desire to abandon themselves entirely to the reli-
gious life,! directed them to Hanno, Archbishop of
Cologne, who was then head of the Catholic party
in the empire. Following his advice, the six
neophytes resolved to consecrate themselves to
penance in the very places where they had dis-
graced themselves by rapine.? They chose a desert
spot between Brussels and Alost, not far from a
highroad where the brigands were accustomed to
lie in ambush to pillage merchants and travellers.3
There they installed themselves, having with them
nothing but three loaves, a cheese, and some wood-
man’s tools;# and there they built a little oratory,
and a modest shelter for pilgrims and the poor.
Foundation Hardly had they established themselves, when a
ﬂ?‘; by knight of the neighbourhood named Gerard the
penitents. White, still more famous for his cruelty than for
his courage, became the hero of an extraordinary
adventure. Returning one day to his castle after
having committed a murder, Gerard suddenly saw
before him the demon whom he had long served, and
who own came to claim his prey.® At this sight,
1 ¢ Magistrum pauperum pauperes sequuti sunt. . . . Deinde arctioris
vite desiderio estuantes.”— Histor. Aflig., ibid., c. 2.
* ¢ Ut locum quem rapinis innocentium ante maculaverant, voluntaria
afflictione divino servitio manciparent.”—17bid.
3 Iid.
4 “Tres tantum panes et ipsos eleemosyna acceptos, et unum caseum
secum detuvlerunt, cum paucis ferramentis, et illam terram desertam
excolere ceperunt.'’'—Ibid.

6 ¢‘In hac provincia crudelitate et robore opinatissimus. . . . Inimicus
humani generis in via apparuit, . . Jamque illi cui din servierat man-
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the knight, seized with horrible fear, put spurs to
his horse and fled at a gallop to the place where
the new converts lived in penance and in poverty.
He implored them to admit him among them; and
very soon, according to the expression consecrated
to such cases by the monkish annalists, the wolf
was changed into a lamb. |
This surprising news passed from mouth to
mouth ; and a great impression was made on the
general mind by the sudden conversion of a man
considered until then as a monster of cruelty; an
event for which all the country round, much mar-
velling, returned thanks to God.! A few days
later another knight, Henrard, also guilty of homi-
cide, but whom remorse had filled with disgust
for the world, came to visit the asylum of the
new hermits and examine their life.2 Touched
by their union and their austerities, he decided to
give up his patrimony and to live by the work
of his hands among the penitents of Afflighem.
Such was, in 1083, the origin of that rich and
famous abbey, destined to become the most opulent,
the most productive, and the most popular in
Belgium and the Low Countries. In a deed of con-

cipatum se credens, cogitans tamen si quo modo jus illius posset evadere.”
— Hist. Afig., ibid., c. 8.

1 ¢¢ Ad preedictos fratres concito cursu pervenit . . . de lupo in agnum
Dei gracia confestim mutatus . . . tanteque admirationisapud universos
conversio ejus exstitit, ut alter alterius maximes novitati gratia hunc
tam crudelem, tam immanem conversum esse referret,” &c.— Jbid.

3 ¢“Cui mque ex poenitentia homicidii seculum omne viluerat, ceepit
explorare loci situm et inhabitantium conversationem.”—Ibid.



94 THE. NOBLES PEOPLE THE MONASTERIES

firmation, Count Henry of Brabant, suzerain of all
these noble converts, declared distinctly that they
had put off their knightly armour to enter the
knighthood of Christ.! Less than three years after
this beginning of their spiritual life, the new monks
of Afflighem had already given such proofs of devo-
tion to Gregory VII. and the Roman Church, that
- they had drawn on themselves persecution from the
party of the Emperor Henry IV.2 They were shortly
joined by Heribrand, the rich and powerful lord of a
neighbouring castle,? followed by his wife, his neigh-
bours, and his friends. Armed, for the last time,
with his sword, and holding his banner displayed,
no longer against temporal enemies, but against
those of his soul, this penitent came to strip himself
of his armour and to profess himself the perpetual
gerf of God and St Peter. At the end of thirty
days, a happy death having called him into the pre-
sence of his new Master, so speedy a reward excited
the ambition of the five sons and of the brothers of

1 ¢¢ Balteo militari deposito, nt meliorem invenirent hereditatem, mili-
tiam Christi professi sunt.”—AUBERT. M1r&ZUS, Codex donat. piar., No.
62, Opera, vol. i.

* Histor. Afflig., c. 7. These persecutions are easily explained. The
monks of Afflighem had, in fact, chosen as abbot a monk of Lorraine
named Fulgence, who had been exiled from Verdun for asserting the
liberty of the Church, and who brought to Afflighem the spirit of
Cluny and St Vannes.

3 ¢ Princeps quidam vicini castelli, vir secundum smculi hujus fastum
genere inclytus, preediis et possessionibus ditissimus.”—7Ibid., c. 12.

4 ¢ Accinctus ultimo militie cingulo, erectoque vexillo proprio, armatus
videlicet contra spirituales nequitias, velut ad bellum iturus Aflighem
properat . . . non jam cum uxore sed sorore sua, deposita veste militari,
se omnipotenti Deo et prelecto ejus apostolo in @ternum servum se
mancipat.”—I¥bd., c. 12,
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the dead man, who all successively became monks,
though several among them were married, rich, and
powerful. One of the brothers of Heribrand spe-
cially distinguished himself by his great humility ;

he who had been formerly renowned as a bold
knight, might be seen begging as a favour to be
allowed to lead to the mill the asses which carried

the grain belonging to the monastery, or to grease Homiltyof
with his noble hands the shoes of the monks.! monk.
This lowest menial office these converted knights
and great lords, eager to humiliate themselves
voluntarily in order to heighten the contrast be-
tween their past and present modes of life, scem

to have specially chosen.

We have already said that the Duke of Bur-
gundy, having become a monk at Cluny, under-
took exactly this kind of service. At this period
Roger de Warenne, nephew of the Earl of Surrey,
whose beauty was as remarkable as his valour,
left the victorious Normans in England to enter
at St Evroul, where for forty-six years he lived,
washing the stockings and greasing the shoes of
his brother monks.2 In the previous century,
Adalbert, the apostle of Bohemia and Poland, son

1 #Vir tante nobilitatis et nominis. . . . Erat vir in armis strenuus . . .
asinos cum annona fratrum ad molendinum minavit, et ut mos est infi-
mis servulis, panem suum in sinu gestans hora prandii super sacculum
suum residens, epulas sumpsit . . . fratrum calceamenta . . . ipse lavit,
ipse egregiis manibus suis perunxit.”—7Ibid., c. 14, 15.

? ¢ Erat corpore venustus. . . . Per plures annos ultro solitus est om-
nium calceamenta fratrum perungere, pedulesque lavare, aliaque servicia,
que quibusdam hebetibus et turgidis despicabilia videntur libenter
exercere.”—ORDER. VIT., book vi. p. 601.
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of the Duke of Lubicz, intimate friend of Otho III,,
and monk at St Alexis on Mount Aventine, while
he resided with the Emperor at Mayence, had a
custom of going each night, secretly, to look for
the shoes and stockings of the palace servants,
which he cleaned and put back in their place with-
out being seen;! or sometimes he went out at
nightfall into the neighbouring forest, and there
cut wood, which he brought in upon his shoulders,
for the use of the household? Thus he consoled
himself for being far from his monastery, and pre-
pared himself for the martyrdom which attended
him on the shores of the Baltic.?

These voluntary humiliations, this severe dis-
cipline to which the noble penitents subjected
themselves, they also, when they became abbots
or priors, imposed on all who ranged themselves
under their authority. Thus the son of a Flemish
noble, St Poppon, Abbot of St Trond, known
before his conversion as a very valiant knight,*
put to a most severe test the humility of a young

! ¢Cunctis qui in regia domo erant . . . vilissima quaque manibus
tractat . . . mnoctibus quoque cum carpserant somnum, calceamenta
eorum componere cura fuit, a janitore usque ad principem regie domus
omnium caligas aqua lavit et purgatas sordibus eas suo loco restituit.
.« - Serviminis auctor din latuit incognitus, donec quidam Wolferius,
regius imperialis minister et sibi dilectus cubicularius, sanctum prodidit
farem.” —Vit. §. Adalberti a Coztaneo, c. 83, in Act. SS. 0. B., vol. vii.,
and PERTZ, Scriplores, vol. iv.

$ ¢Nocte intempesta solus abiens ad silvam, ligno propriis humeris
nudis pedibus deferebat.”—ADHEM. CABANENS., Chron., ap. LABBE, Bibl.
Nov. MSS., vol. ii. p. 168.

3 LABBE, Bibl. Nov. MSS., loc. cit.
4 EVERHELM, FVil. S. Poppon., c. 4, ap. Act. 88. 0. B., vol. viii. p. 508.
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monk of high birth named Gontran, whose pious
disposition he had noticed. Wishing to overcome
the prejudice which everywhere prevailed among
the noble or equestrian classes against any kind of
pedestrian service, he ordered Gontran to follow
him on foot from St Trond to Stavelot; and when
the young novice returned exhausted by this un-
usual fatigue, Poppon made him sleep at the
monastery door.! Gontran endured the test well,
and soon afterwards became Abbot of St Trond.?
In the same manner, says St Peter Damian, Rom-
uald, sprung of the ducal family of Ravenna,?®
was accustomed, while he governed the Abbey of
Classe and the hermitages of Pereo, to enforce the
observation of the common rule on monks of the
noblest birth as well as on those of the most illus-
trious piety. But contemporaries who had seen,
shortly before, these seigneurs surrounded by all
the aristocratic luxury of the time, dressed in rich
embroideries of silk and gold, and commanding
their numerous vassals, wondered to find the same
men clothed, of their own free will, in a simple frock
as their only garment, with bare feet, spending
their days in a wretched cell, where they occupied

1 « Elegantissime juvenis qualitate perfecta . . . nec pudore insueti
peditis motus (erat claris natalibus ortus), nec difficultate itineris exter-
ritus. . . . Agebat pius pater ex industria qualiter ejus comprobata ex-
altaretur humilitas.”— Chron. Trudonen., book i., in D'ACHERY, Spicileg.,
vol. ii. ’

? He died in 1055.

3 ¢ Ravenne civitatis oriundus, illustrissima ducum fuit stirpe pro-
genitus.”—S8. PeTr. DANM,, c. 8.

VOL. VI, G
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themselves in making cooking-utensils or fishing-
nets.! Among such monks, one of the most dis-
tinguished by his humility and fervour was the
young Boniface, cousin of the Emperor Otho IIL,
who trained himself in this school to become the
successor of St Adalbert as an apostle and martyr.?

Count When some special circumstance occurred which
rederic O

Lorraine,  obliged one of these wolves changed to lambs to leave
a monk of

St Vamnes. hig retreat, he invariably showed himself faithful.
Count Frederic, son of the Duke of Lorraine, had
become a monk at St Vannes, at Verdun, after
having been one of the most famous soldiers of his
time.> One day he had to accompany his abbot,
the holy and celebrated Richard of St Vannes?* to
an assembly held by the Emperor Henry II. In
his quality of cousin to the Emperor, Frederic was
conducted to the dais where sat the princes and
chief nobles of the empire, while his abbot re-
mained in the crowd of ecclesiastics.5 Frederic at

1 ‘“ Regebat itaque monachos sub districta regule disciplina . . . non
denique nobilis, non litteris eruditus per actus in dextram leevamque
partem deflectere audebat. . . . Quis non obstupesceret . . . cum
vidisset prius homines sericis, immo deauratis vestibus indutos, crebris
obsequentium cuneis constipatos, omnium deliciarum affluentiis assuetos,
nunc cerneret uno birro contentos, inclusos, discalceatos. . . . Faciebant
omnes opera manuum, alii scilicet cochlearia, alii nebant, alii retia necte-
bant, alii cilicia.”—S. PxTr. DAMIANI, tn Vit. S. Romuald., c. 38 and 41.

* Act. S8. O. B., vol. viii. p. 260.

3 ¢ Hosti terribilis.”—Hvuva. FLAVINIAC., Chron. Virdun., ap. LABBE,
Bibl. nov. MSS., vol. i. p. 164.

4 Act. SS. 0. B., vol. viii. p. 472.

& ¢ Inter primos eminentiorique loco sederet, ut regis et principum con-
sanguineos . . . dum abbas . . . longe inferius sederet.”— Chron. Hug.
Flavin., Aet. SS. 0. B., die 14 jun., p. 980, and LABBE, Bibl. nov. MSS.,
vol. ii. p. 164.
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first submitted ; but, unable to endure an appear-
ance of superiority, however temporary, over him
whom he had adopted as his father, he took the
footstool placed for his feet, and going down from
the dais, seated himself below his abbot. The
pious emperor, touched by so much humility, de-
sired that both should be placed near himself, but
that the abbot should have the place of honour.!
Having returned to his monastery, Frederic
resumed his humble habits. His brother Duke
Godfrey coming to see him one day when he was
washing dishes in the kitchen, exclaimed, “ Well,
this is a fine occupation for a count!” Frederic
answered nothing, because silence was commanded
in the kitchen, but when he had followed the duke
into a place where he could speak, he said, “ You
are right, duke; the work I was doing just now
does mnot suit such a person as I am—it is, in fact,
much above my birth, for the master whom I
serve is so great, that I ought to think myself
much honoured in being employed in the smallest
office in a house where the blessed apostle St

Peter and the glorious confessor St Vannes have
their residence.” 2

1 ¢ Regalis magnificencia, humilitatem nobilitatis illius amplexata . . .
cum eum ad se invitasset, et ille a pedibus patris avelli nollet, rex altiori
ingenio . . . abbatem ad se evocatum e latere suo sedere fecit, atque
post eum domni Frederiti sedem sisti precepit.”—Chron. Hug. Flavin.,

$ ¢ Optime prosecutus es, o dux, quia tanta est dignitas hujus officii, et
tantus est cui impenditur, B. scilicet Petrus apostolus, et sanctus con-
fessor Vitonus, quod nec mes congruit parvitati, ut presumem ad hoc eis
exhibendum quasi pro nobilitate generis mei.”—1Ibid., p. 981.
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When the rich and powerful of this world who
desired thus to unite themselves to God by the
sacrifice of their whole existence were married, as
in the case of Heribrand of Afflighem and his
sons, it was necessary to obtain the consent of
the wives, who very often followed the example
of their husbands.! The history of one of these
mutual vocations has been related with many in-

- teresting details by the son of the husband and

wife who thus dedicated themselves.?

There was at Tournay, towards the close of the
eleventh century, a knight named Raoul d’Osmond,
of the highest birth and most unstained reputation.®
This knight, being extremely ill, received the last
sacrament with great contrition; but on his un-
hoped-for recovery, fell back into the faults which
the fear of death had taught him to regard as
perilous. Uneasy about the state of his soul,* he
went to St Amand to ask advice from a monk

1 A very curious example, quoted by M. Guerard in his excellent pro-
legomena to the Chartulary of St Pére de Chartres, p. ccij, would lead us
to suppose that in the eleventh and twelfth centuries the wife whose hus-
band entered a cloister was considered a widow, and had the right to
marry again. But many new proofs would be required to establish this
conclusion. What is certain is, that wives thus left in a kind of widow-
hood (itaque ab eo viduala, says another deed quoted by M. Guerard,
thid., p. 222) did not always take the veil, as the discipline of the
Church required, and that husbands did not always wait for the con-
sent of the wives before embracing the religious life.

* HERMANN, Abbet of St Martin at Tournay, in his valuable little
work, entitled Narratio restaurationis abbatie S. Martini Tornacensis,
ap. D’AcCHERY, Spicilegium, vol. ii. p. 898, in-fol.

3 ¢ Nulli civium inferior.”—I:d., p. 892.

4 “De salute animee sue consulere ccepit. . . . Hoc mihi non videtur
vera esse confessio, quando infirmor, peccata confiteri, quando convalesco,
peccatis iteram sordidari.”—JIbid., p. 907.
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there, who was his wife’s brother. The monk
having questioned him, declared that he could only
secure his salvation by embracing a monastic life,
and exhorted him to ask his wife’s consent that he
should do so; but that if she refused, he should
nevertheless betake himself to solitude to serve
God—**for,” the holy man added, “I will never
counsel you to lose your soul out of love for my
sister.” !

On his return home, after this conversation,
Raoul sat down upon his bed and began to weep
bitterly.? His wife, whose name was Mainsende,?
and who was only twenty-four years of age, see-
ing him in such distress, asked what troubled him.
Osmond at first endeavoured to conceal it from her,
but she insisted; and having heard what had
passed, told Raoul to console himself, for that she
also wished to provide for the safety of her soul
in the same manner and at the same time as he
for his. “I have the same fears for myself,” she
said, “as you have for yourself.”* Raoul, de-
lighted at this confession, proposed to his wife
that they should both retire from the world the

1 ¢ Nunquam consulo vobis ut pro sorore mea animam vestram perdatis
+ . . quam (licentiam) si noluerit dare, consulo ut ea relicta parteque
substantiz vestre ei dimissa, ad Deum fugiatis.”—HERMAXN, ap. D’AcH-
ERY, Spicileg., ibid.

3 «¢Lectulo residens amarissime flere incipit.” .

3 ¢ De militibus provincie progenitam.” She was the daughter of
Hermann, provost of St Amand.

4 ¢“Vult ille celare, sed illa nimis instante. . . . Et®quare propter
hme sic vos cruciatis. . . . Propter me bene agere non dimittatis, quia

sicut vos de anima vestra timetis, sic ego de mea.”
L
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very next day; but Mainsende told him that she
was looking forward to the birth of her fourth
child! They waited, therefore, until a son was
born; and after this, Raoul resolved to join the
Abbot Odo, who was then occupied in restoring
with the utmost sternness the ancient Abbey of
St Martin at Tournay. In presence of many
ecclesiastics and a great crowd of people, the
knight took the hand of his young wife, and rais-
ing his eyes to heaven, spoke thus : “ Lord, Thou
gavest me this wife, and I take Thee to witness
that I have kept, until this day, the faith which
I owed her: now, for love of Thee, I forsake her,
and commend her to Thy care.”2 He then took
his children in his arms, and lifted them up to-
wards heaven, as offering them also to God; for
his wife had said to him, “ Do not let us leave our
little ones to the devil, but let us present them
with ourselves to God.”3 Osmond joined the
monks of St Martin. The Abbot Odo, admiring

1 ¢ Exhilaratus super his verbis Radulfus. . . . Quiddam secreti nec-
dum dixeram vobis, quoniam jam menses duo sunt ex quo me concepisse
sensi, et utique rationabile non esset, ut preegnans de smculo exirem.
.+ - Sed continenter de hinc vivamus. Post hec sicut multoties mihi
retulerunt, anno integro et dimidio in vita s®culari manserunt, in uno
lecto indivisi jacuerunt, nec tamen aliquid carnale gesserunt, non sua
fortitudine, sed Christi gratia eos protegente.”—HERMANN, ap. D’AcH-
ERY, Spicileg., vol. ii. p. 907, in-fol.

* ““Domine Deus, ut mihi dedisti hanc conjugem . . . nunc autem
pro amore tuo eam relinquo, tibique eam commendo.”

3 ¢ Non in manu diaboli relinquamus, sed potius nobiscum Deo preesen-
temus, divites enim sumus, et quocunque voluerimus libenter cum eis
succipiemur.” These last words show that there already existed a custom
which afterwards degenerated into an abuse—that of demanding a dowry
with those who presented themselves for 