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A SKETCH of the LIFE and WRITINGS of LU-
CIUS ANNAEUS SENECA,; fo far as they con-
cern the Englifh Reader.

SECTION L

L. ANNEUS SENECA, the author and publifber of the following
Epiftles (in Latin), was born at Corduba, an old flourifhing colony in Betic
Spain, till retaining the name of Cordova wveia. It was inhabited originally by
a fele& body of Romans and Spamiards (a). It may be difficult therefore to
determine, whether the Amnean (4) race were originally Spanifb, or belonging
to a colony from Jtaly: but this we may be certain of, from the teftimony of
Seneca himfelf, that they were of the equeftrian order: Am J, faith he, (Tac.
1. 14) one, by rank no bigher than a knight; by birth no other than a foreigner;
am I numbered with the grandees of the Imperial city? Is it fo indecd, that my
new name, my modern quality bas thus blazed forth among f the illuftrious Lords of
Rome? His father therefore, and perhaps his grandfather, were of the equef-
trian order, but no higher; for fcarce would he have mentioned his #ew name,
if his anceftors had attained to honours.

(a) And was in high repute by means of Marcus Marcellas, the praztor, who governed Spaix,
{according to Liwy, 1. 43) in the year U. C. DLXXXYV. at that time it feems in peace and quiet-
aefs; which inclines me, fays Lipfixs, to believe this to be the time when the colony was introduced,
and the city greatly enlarged and beautified; for that it was mot built anew we may learn from
"Silius, who in Hannibal’s time called it Corduba.

Nec decus auriferz ceflavit Corduba terrz. 3. 406.
" It obtained the privilege of being called Colonia Patricia. 8o Plizy (L 3.¢.1.) e:q:refsly and
on the coin of Augufius, with his head, Permiffs Cefaris Auguffi; and on the reverfe, Colonia Pa-
tricia, as it was both a fplendid and a rich city, and fapplied the Roman commonwealth with fathers
and fenators. For in the age of Jag}(ﬂm, men were felected out of every province to make up the
fenate. L.

(5) Lipfius obferves that dm ﬁmame was ufed likewife in another family, the Jecian; as, M. decio,
Seneca (Gruter. p. 490.) .

Vor. I. . a : His
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His father, L. Anneus Seneca, who is generally diftinguifhed from the fon by
the title of the orator, or declaimer (¢), married a Spanifp lady, named
Helvia, a woman of great underftanding and other accomplithments. He came
from Corduba to Rome in the time of Augxffus, and was foon after followed by
his wife and children. Here he continued fome time managing his affairs with
the favour and good report of all men, and I think, fays Lipfus, he lived dill
about the latter time of T7berius. Be that as it will, Sezeca was brought to Rome
asyet in his infancy, and of a weakly and fickly conftitution, under the care of
his aunt (4).

§ II. He had two brothers, one older, called Marcus Annens Novatus, and
the other younger, called L. Anneus Mela. The former foon after changed his
name to that of Funius Gallia, by adoption (¢); and accordingly in the Exfedian
Chronicle is ftiled Funius Anneus Gallio, Seneca’s brother; an excellent orator.
He it is to whom our Seneca addrefled his books (de Ird), concerning anger, under
the name of Novatus; and whom in his title to the treatife on a bappy life, he
calls his Brother Gallio, and in his epiftles his Lord Gallio; properly enough, as he
was his elder brother, fays Lipfius; who likewife obferves that Auncus Mela (f)
the youngeft brother, was only a Roman knight, (i. e. not a fenator) but the
father of Lucan, from whence (fays Tacitus) accrued a vaft acceflion to his
fame and fplendor. Thefe then were the three brothers, of whom fays Martial,

Et do&ti Senece tres numeranda domus,
The triple boufe of learned Seneca =

i. e. the three fons or families of the learned orator.

() Declamation being his peculiar talent : though there are many declamations under his name;,
which were really not his own, but having been digefted by him and diftinguifhed with titles and
annotations, they fufficiently fpeak his pleafing manner and ingenuity.

(d) As he teftifies himfelf, when praifing his aunt, he fays, By ber tender care was I brought
‘wnto the city, and by ber pious and motherly nurfing was I there recovered of a fit of ficknefs. Confol..
-ad Helv. c. 16.

(e) Of one of thisname, who is often mentioned by Semeca, the father, (in his Dec/amations) and.
is called our Gallio, either by reafon of their common country Spain, or of the friendfhip that fub-
fifted between them.

(f) Mela or Mella (as Tacitus writes it) forbore fuing for the great offices of ftate, from a way-
ward ambition, that a Roman knight might be feen to vie with fenators of confular dignity: he
likewife judged, that aéting as comptroller to the prince in the miniftration of his private revenues
was a quicker road to wealth. He was accufed however to Nero by Fabius Romanus, (a friend of
Lucan, who had fuffered before) and anticipated his fate by broaching his veins, as the quickeft and
moft frequent paffage to death in thofe days, Jé.

§ III,
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§ III.  Semeca therefore, as before obferved, came very young to Rome, and
there, as he grew up, ripened his talents in the beft and moft proper ftudies. At
the time when foreign facrifices were removed from Rome, and abolithed, (which
happened in the fifth year of Tiderius, and U. C. DCCLXXIL.) Seneca was
about 22 years old; inftruted in eloquence, and thoroughly accomplithed,
under the tuition of his father (g); as was alfo his brother Gallio (): as for
Mela, we know not that he left any thing in writing.

Seneca, befides his eloquence, addi¢ted himfelf to philofophy with great ear-
neftnefs, and thither virtue incited his elegant turn of mind, againft the inclina-
tion of his father. He himfelf declares more than once, that he was withheld
from philofophy; and exprefsly that his wife having an averfion thereto, dif-
fuaded him from it; but his ardour got the better of all this; and he diligently
attended the moft famous and ferious philofophers -of that age, particularly
Attalus and Sotio of the fame fe€t (i) ; though he feems more inclined himfelf
to follow Pythagoras, and Papirius Fabius, whom he likewife mentions, and
praifeth in a grateful manner. He alfo admired Demetrius the cynic, and
greatly honoured him, converfing with him both in public and private, as he
advanced in years, and was at court, making him his companion both in his
walks, and in his travels. Such was his forwardnefs in the liberal ftudies, tho’
often checked and reftrained by his father, who intended him for the 4ar; and
accordingly for fome time he was engaged in pleading caufes; even in the time
of Caius; and was greatly carefled and famed for his eloquence; nor indeed do
we find any philofophical works of his extant before that time,

§ IV. His father likewife perfuaded him to turn courtier, and offer himfelf
as a candidate for fome poft of honour. He fucceeded herein, and was appointed
quzftor, or treafurer. Butin the firft year of the reign of the Emperor Claudius,
he was banifhed into Corfica. 1 would fuppofe him (fays Lipfius) innocent of
the crime laid to his charge, as Tacitus feems to be of the fame opinion, who,
fpeaking of this banifhment, fays, Seneca greatly refented the injury done him by

(g) Aswe may learn from his books of Controverfiesand their Prefaces.
(h) The Gallio whom Statius recommends for the fiveetnefs of his eloquence.
Lucanum potes imputare terris,
Hoc plufquam Senecam dediffe mundo,
Et dulcem generafle Gallionem.
Not only to this line ave Lucan owe,
But Seneca, and faveet-tongued Gallio.
;) Modo apud Sotionem puer fedi: While yet a lad, I attended the leures of Sotice.  Ep. 49.

ag Claudius.
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Claudivs (#). He lived about eight years in exile, with great couragé; nay,
(as he fays himfelf) and happily too; always intent upon the beft of ftudies and-
falutary meditations: for thus he writes to his mother, (c. 4) 2bat ke is even
bappy in thofe things which are wont to make others miferable; and concludes, learn
now what opinion you fbould entertain of me, that Iam light-bearted-and chearful,
as if all my affairs were in the beft fate in the world; and fo indeed they are : when
the mind difcharged of all cares bath leifure to attend thofe notions that are proper
for it; and fometimes delights itfelf with more pleafing ftudies (1); and fometimes
thirfling after truth, fiill rifeth in the contemplation of ber ewn mature, and the
difpofition of the whole world (m). :

(4#) The crime laid to his charge was adultery with Fw/ia, (the daughter of Germamicns) who vas
likewife banifhed upon the accufation of Mefalina.

Faciius therefore calls it an emquiry ; for who knows not the many other accufations of that moft
profligate harlot, Mefaliza, among the Roman quality; or the condemnations of that loathfome
beaft, Claudius? as they feldom praftifed mifchief but upon the good and innocent. To be accufed
by fuch perfons is praite, as to be praifed by them would create a fufpicion of guilt.

(/) Sc, poetsy ; and particularly rbe Mcdea; which, fays Lipfes, I am half aflured was written
in his exile, at fuch time as Claudius conquered Britain; and therefore Seneca made choice of that
argument of Fa/om, on his having fubdued the ocean; for it is impoffible thofe lines in the chorus
thould have relati.n to any but Clandias.

Parcite, O Divi, veniam precamur,

Vivat us tutus, mare qui fubegit,—

Jam fads, Divi, mare vindicaftis ;
Parcite Divo.

Lt him be fafe, ye gods, awe pray,

Who thro' the feas bath forc'd his way.——

Enough ye bave aveng'd the fea,

Spare the advent’rous god. ’

This uader a poetical piece of adulation he applied to Clasdius while living.

{m) Thus writes the author of the tragedy of OZavia, (for I am perfuaded, fays Lip/fas, it is not
the philofoph:r himfelf) under the charaéter of Seweca :

——  Melius latebam, procul ab invidiz malis

Remotus, inter Corfici rupes maris;

Ubi liber animus, et fui juris, mihi °

Semper vacabat, ftudia recolenti mea,

O quam juvabat (quo nihil majus parens

Natura genuit, operis immenfi artifex)

Ccelum intueri, folis et curfus facros!

Safer I fijonrn’d on the Corfic fbore,

Remow'd from Envy's ever-bateful pow'r,

With earneft zcal to learncd lore inclin'd,

Fix'd on the fludics of the lab'ring mind :

With awbat comtent, avith avbat beart-felt delighs,

Did Nature's avonders charm the ravifo'd fight

When 1 bebeld the fun, or moon, on bigh,

And all the beauties of the farry oy! M.
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§ V. We further learn from Tacitus, ¢ That Agrippina obtained for Seneca

“ a revocation from exile, and with it the pretorfbip: favours which fhe fup-
¢ pofed would be well pleafing to the public, on account of his fignal eloquence
¢ and accomplithments ; befides her own private views, viz. the education of
«. her fon Domitius (Nero) under fuch a mafter, and the ufe they fhould make
 of his counfels, both to obtain the empire and to govern it.” Senecs was
therefore pretor, Ann, U. C. DCCLII. But itis notfo certain that he attained
to confular dignity: though fome contend for it (#), and mark the year U. C.
DCCCXYV: for in the beginning of that year, as we learn from the indifputable
authority of Tacitus, Nero's affeftion began to cool: he had withdrawn his
wonted affability from Seneca, and the various efforts of his calumniators daily
- encreafed; whereupon Seneca himfelf addreffed the Emperor in a fpirited oration,
imploring a retreat, and offering to refund his treafures. Nero neither permitted
the one, nor accepted the other. Seneca bowever changed the methods, and
Symptoms of bis former power, fopped the ufual conflux of aleveé ; avoided any train
of attendance abroad, and bis appearance there was exceeding rare; as if by ill bealth
or the fludy of philofopby be was confined at bome. This indeed is not ating like
a new conful, or even a candidate, and his death followed foon after. We fhall
therefore reft this matter here, and only obferve further, that he was undoubt-
edly the governor and tutor of the young prince, who behaved him-
felf exceeding well fo long as he was attentive to the good counfels and admoni-
tions of Semeca, and his coadjutor, Burrus. ¢ A torrent of flaughter, fays
 Tacitus, had now enfued, had not Afranius Burrus and Anneus Seneca pre-
¢« vented it. Thefe were the governors of the Emperor’s youth; two men,
¢ though engaged in partnerfhip of power, yet by arare inftance well united :
« different in their accomplifhments, but of equal weight and authority. Bur-
“ rus, his inftructor in arms, and the gravity of manners; Seneca in the pre-
«« cepts of cloquence and polite addrefs. In this office they helped and fup-
¢« ported each other, the eafier to manage between them the dangerous age of

¢ the prince; or if he rejected the purfuits of virtue, to reftrain him at leaft

« within the bounds of guiltlefs pleafures.”

But to go on with Seneca.

() According to Ulpian—<¢ In tbe time of Nero, in the otaves of the kalends of September, avben
Annzus Seneca and Trebellius Maximus avere confuls, it awas ordained.” And in the common Fatti,
U. C. DCCCXIV. Cef. P. Murius Celfus, et L. Afinius Gallus, quos excep. ex Kal. Jul. L.
Annzus Seneca, et Trebelliws Maximus. Bwt they who compiled the Falti, fuppofe thefe confuls cnly

fubftitutes, (for ordinary they were not.) So isx Aufonius,—Dives Seneca, nec tamen conful; rbe -

vich Sencca, yet not conful.

4 § VI
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§ VI. With regard to his private life; I find, or rather colle&, fays Lipfius,
that Seneca was fome time in £gypt; on account that his uncle was there in the
office of prefe&t: for he writes to his mother, fetting forth the example of his
aunt, of which he was an eye-witnefs. Hence it is that he intermingleth many
things fo curioufly concerning £gyp?, and the Nile, efpecially in his books of
Natural Queftions. Perhaps too he went to the coafts of India by the Red Sea,
which qualified him to comment on the writings of Pliny, relating thereto. But
being at Rome, we learn thathe there took tohim a wifc, though her name is not
mentioned; by whom he had afon called Marcus, whom, writing-to his mother
Helvia, with great praife and affection he ftyles his doareft boy ; and, among other
_good withes, prays,

Sic dulci Marcus qui nunc fermonc fritinnit

Fzcundo patmos provocet ore duos.

So may fweet Marcus, prattling now, and young,

Challenge bis uncles in a fluent tongue.
In Ep. 56, he fpeaks of one Harpefi2, his wife’s fool, left as an hereditary burthen
upon the family. This then muft relate to a former wife, as he married Peulina
after his return from exile, a lady of great ability, who vouchfafed to take him
in his old age, when he had a place atcourt.  This is what Dio, or whoeverit is
‘that writes under this name, objeés to him, viz. bis marrying a young wife in bis
old age. He feems to have been happy, however, as in Ep. 104; This I told my
Paulina, who always defires me to take care of my bealth, remembering that in this
old perfon of mine there lives a much younger in participation of it. And fhe cer-
tainly loved her hufband, as he boafts in many places; and that unfeignedly;
which fhe expreffed at his death; being defirous, as far as was in her power, to
.accompany him therein.  Butof this hereafter.

§ VII. As fo much has been faid with regard to his immenfe wealth, it will
‘be requifite to communicate a few things relating thereto; and ve will take
them on his own confeffion, according to Tacitus: Thou baft encornpaed me about
.(fays Seneca to Nero) with an accumulation of imperial berignity and grece, beyond
-all expreffion and limits, and with wealth without meafure or end; infeinuch that I
often reajon thus with myfelf: < where is that philofbphic fpirit, which profeffes
“¢ to be fatisfied with a fcanty lot, and humble neccfaries? Is Seweca that man?
¢ he who thus enclofes and adorns fuch Ipacious gardens; he who travels in pomp
«¢ through a variety of featsin Rome, all contrived for magnificence and luxury?”
All this is very great without having recourfe to the exaggeration of cither friends
-or enemies.  There is no doubt, -but that with regard to fine gardens and plea-

3 fure-
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fure-houfes, he had divers, well ftocked and ornamented, as taken notice of by
Fuvenal— Senece pradivitis horti; the gardens of the very rich Senmeca. He
mentions fome of his feats himiclf, asthe Nomentanum, Albanum, and Baianum.
He had likewife a houfe within the city, which many years retained the name
of Seneca’s houfe, in the tenth region.  His rich furniture alfo may be {uppofed
to have created great envy (¢). But it muft be remembered, that Seneca, before
he came to court, had a great patrimonial revenue. And no wonder he en-
creafed it in fo plentiful a court, and amidft fo great felicity of the Roman ftate.
Yet it cannot be denied, but that, when at court, and in his old age, he bitterly
inveighs againt this fort of madnefs, and feverely reprehends all manner of luxury
and extravagance, as you may read in his books concerning benefits : and in the
beginning of his treatife on tranguillity, he profeffedly denies that he took any
pleafure in his fine variegated tables, or that he was wont to ufe them: but the
reader is particularly recommended to his book Of & bappy Life, wherein his*
chief point is, to defend himfelf againft the afperfions of his enemies. An
admirable treatife, fays Lipfius, and more valuable in this behalf was the
calumny itfelf, being producttive of fo excellent a defence.

§ VIII. His Morals then fufficiently refute this objetion concerning his
riches, and proclaim his ufe, not abufe of them. He ftands quite clear from.
any charge of pride, excefs and pomp. And with regard to his diet and man-
ner of living, the reader needs only to be referred to that part of Ep. 108, where:
Seneca {peaks of the falutary lectures he received from Attalus, and the happy
impreffion they made upon him, with regard to temperance and frugality. As
to the reft of his life, it was both ferious and fevere. The court corrupted him.
not, nor was he inclined to flattery, (a vice almoft familiar and allied to fuch.
places). No; fo far from it, that he faid to Nero, Suffer me to fay a little
longer with thee, not to flatter thine ears, (for this is not my cuftom) I bad rather
offend thee by truth, than pleafe thee by flattery. And even at the point of death.
he defired it might be told the prince, be never bad a genius addiéied to flattery,
as no man better knew than Nero; who from Seneca bad felt more frequent proofs
of freedom than fervility. We cannot pafs by the commendable cuftom he
fpeaks of in his third book of Arger, viz. his nightly felf-examination, with
regard both to his words and a&ions: I conceal nothing from myfelf, fays he; I
let nothing flip; for why fbould I fear my own errors? It will be eafy for me to fay,.

(0) Dio obje@ts to him, as having oo tables of cedar with ivory feet to them, all alike and of.
equal fize. It may be fo; for in great banquets it was cuftomary to fet a table before every feveral
gueft. But as Dio was no friend to Seneca, he mult be read with caution..

« See;
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¢« See, thou doeft this no more, Seneca; and for this time I pardon thee.”  Can
the ftudy of wifdom difplay itfelf in a better or clearer light ?

- Laftly, how manifeft is his piety and fubmiffion towards God!  If you believe
me, (fays he, Ep. 96) I will lay open to you my inmaoft thoughts and affections :
thus them, when any thing feems adverfe, or bard to me, do I bebave myfelf; I
obey not God forcibly, but willingly; I follow bim not of neceffity, but with all my
mmd and all ey foul notbmg can bqfall me that T will receive either with a bmvy
beart, or jorrowful countenance : I will pay no tribute grudgingly. Many the like
©obfervations, fays Lipfius, have I colleted in my Manudution, and Phyfiology ;
and fome indeed of fuch unftained piety as would do honour to the Chriftian (p).
In fhort, fo great an opinion was held of thefe his eminent virtues, that there
was a defign, fays Tacitus, of transferring the empire to Seneca, as one exempt
from all reproach, and only for the fame and refplendency of bis wirtues preferred
to the fupreme dignity. O Rome, {o great happinefs was denied thee by the will
of Providence! Or, :

Libera fi dentur populo fuffragia, quis tam
Perditus, ut dubitet Senecam praferre Neroni.

Juv. viii. 211,

Who fo vile, Nero, if bis vote were free,
As would not Seneca prefer to thee ?

Whoever doubts the reality of his virtues, let him look upon Seneca in his
death, and obferve how flightly he efteemed all earthly things, and with what
zeal and ardour he devoted himfelf to heaven!

() Next to the gojpel itfelf, fays Sir R. L’Eftrange, I do look upon the avorks of Seneca, as the moft
Jovereign remedy againft the miferies of buman mature. Happy am I, that, by the blefling of God, I
cannot join with him in the following ; and I have ever foundit fo, in all the injuries and difireffes of
ax unfortunate life : for, old asI am, I never knew an injury, that was not eafily to be forgiven; nor
a diitrefs, but what was tolerable; and, as the world goes, rather required a contemptuous fmile
than a tear. M,

An
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An Extraét from Tacitus concerning the Death of Seneca.

GRANIUS SYLVANUS, Tribune of a Preterian Cohort, having been
ordered to enquire into a converfation, which was fuppofed to have paffed be-
tween one Natalis and Semeca, relating to Pifo’s confpiracy, being further
afked, wbhetber be thought Seneca was determined upon a voluntary death ? an-
fwered, that Seneca bad manifefted no one [ymptom of fear; and neither in bis
words nor looks was ought of anguifb to be difcovered. Hence he was commanded
to return, and carry him the denunciation of death. '

But this in no wife difmayed Semeca, who called calmly for his will, and as’
this was prohibited by the centurion, turning to his friends, he told them,
¢ that fince he was difabled from a grateful requital of their benefits, he be-
¢ queathed them that which alone was now left him, yet fomething more glo-
¢ rious and amiable than all the reft, the pattern of his life: if they retained
¢ the impreflions and refemblance, they would thence reap the applaufe of vir-
« tuous manners as well as that of perfevering in their friendfhip.” He withal
repreffed their tears, fometimes with gentle reafoning, fometimes in the ftile of

- authority and corre&ion, and ftrove to recover them to refolution and conftancy.
¢ Where (he often afked) where are now all the documents of philofophy ?
¢« where that philofophical principle, for fo many years premeditated, againft
« the fudden encounter of calamities? for to whom was unknown the bloody
¢ nature of Nero? nor, after the butchering of his mother, and the murdering
« of his brother, did ought remain, to confummate his cruelty, but to add to
¢ theirs the flaughter of his nurfing-father and ih&fu&or.”

Having uttered thefe and the like reafonings, directed to the company in ge-
neral, he embraced his wife; an affetting objet, which fomewhat abated his
firmnefs, and foftened him into anxiety for her future lot: he preffed and be-
fought her, “ to moderate her forrow, to beware of perpetuating fuch a difmal
« paffion, but to bear the death of her hufband by contemplating his life fpent
¢ in a fteady courfe of virtue, and to fupport his lofs by all worthy confola-
« tions.” Paulina, his wife, on the contrary, urged her purpofe to die with
him, and called for the aid of a minifter of death. Upon this declaration,

Vou. L. b ‘ Sencca
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Seneca would not bereave her of fo much glory: fuch befides was his fondnefs
for her, that he was loth to leave one beloved by himfelf above all things, ex-
pofed to infults and injuries: ¢ I had laid before thee, faid he, the delights and
‘ folacements of living : thou preferreft the renown of dying: I fhall not envy
“ thee the honour of the example. Between us let us equally fhare the fortitude
“ of an end fo brave; but greater will be the fplendour of thy particular fall.”
Prefently after this converfation they had the veins of their arms opened, at the
fame inftant: Seneca was aged *, his body cold, and extenuated by feeble diet ;
fo that the iffues of his blood were exceeding flow: hence he ordered te be cut
the veins of his legs, and thofe about the joints of his knees. As he was fuc-
cumbing under grievous agonies, he perfuaded her to retire, left his own fuffer-
ings might vanquith the refolution of his wife, or he himfelf by beholding her
pangs, lapfe into weaknefs and impatience: and his eloquence flowing even to
the laft moment of his life, he called for his fcribes, and to them ditated many
things t.

Towards Paulina, Nero bore no perfonal hate, and, to avoid feeding the pub-
lic abhorrence of his cruelty, ordered her death to be prevented. Hence, at the
perfuafion of the foldiers, her domeftic flaves and freedmen bound up her arms,
and ftaid the blood : but whether with her own concurrence is uncertain. How-
ever, fhe added to her life but a few years, ever retaining for the memory of her
hufband a. reverence worthy of all praife. Seneca, the while, affcéted with the
tedious. protrattion of life, and the flow advance of death, applied to his old
friend and phyfician, Statius Anneus, for a dofe of poifon, fuch as they gave at
Athens to condemned criminals. This he fwallowed, but in vain, for already
his limbs were chilled, and his juices ftagnated,. and impenetrable to the rapidity
of poifon. He therefore had recourfe to a hot bath, from whence he befprinkled
fome of his flaves, adding, that, Of this liguor be made a libaticn to Jupiter the
Deliverer. From thence he was conveyed into a ftove, and f{uffocated with the
fteam. His corpfe was burnt without any funeral folemnity, as he had enjoined:
in his will; when in the plenitude of his opulence and authority, he had pro--
vided for his deceafe and obfequies..

There was a rumour that Subrias Flavius, in a fecret confultation with the
centurions (and even with the privacy of Sewecs) had determined, that as foon

* Suppofed about 63, from what the Emperor fays to him—T%y age moreover flill retains foundnefs.
and vigour 3 is fill capable of managing thy revenues awith fufficiency, and of enjoying them with plea-
Jure.

+ Thisis great (as Lip/ffus obferves) in Semeca, to confult in his laft moments the good of pofterity ;.
aud to treat his friends and family with a le€ture on morality and virtue,

4 as.
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as by the aid of Pifo Nero was flain, Pifo too was to have been difpatched, and
the empire transferred to Seneca, as one that well deferved it for his integrity and
virtue. '

An Extraé? from Lipfius, Manud. 1. 18. relating to Seneca,
and his Writings in general.

GIVE me leave to obferve, what I have learned from experience, that they
cannot but love Semeca, who fincerely love and efteem virtue : for this is what
he has beautifully fet off, and effettually maintained in all his writings. There
are, or have been, many works of the fame Author, political, rbetorical, phyfical;
but his etbics are particularly eminent, which I with had come down to us pure
and entire: but his book of Exbortations, and the peculiar treatife of Morals,
are loft, with others of the like kind: yet fufficient for his everlafting honour
are thofe that are ftill extant, among which we may reckon bis Epiftles, even in
their prefent condition, baving fuffered fo much from transcribers, conjeliurers, and
critics.

In general, (fpeaking of the original) his words are fele&, proper, and figni-
ficant: his frequent allufions and metaphors every where entertaining, while
they inculcate the matter in hand, and ftill point at fomewhat more: there is
care without affetation, drefs without foppery, and expreffions purely natural,
without being forced or finical. Even in brevity appears a happy copioufnefs;
the words flow, but not rapidly; like a river, not a torrent; frong without rage,
without o'erflowing full. In fhort, as good trees, whofc excellency confifts in
producing fruit, as well as leaves and bloffoms; fo Sensca, whom for improve-
ment we may well read and admire, delights us alfo, and joins beauty with

ftrength.

As to his Matter, (fill in gemeral) how noble and fublime! ufeful and
falutary! All his writings, even where not profefledly, breathe generous virtue.
How frequently, and how ftrenuoufly does he affert the being of a God; the
- fountain of all good; his providence, and care of us mortals; his power, wifdom,
juftice, and the like attributes! How often does he recommend fubmiffion in all

b2 quiet
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quict and peaceablenefs to the will of God, and fate; (i. e. the cverlafiing order
of things, from the beginning, which be fometimes calls God!) The affe@ions
and paffions from whence originate all evils, how acutely does he defcribe, how
feverely reprehend, and clofely contraét them! Fear, hope, mirth, grief, how
does he moderate, extenuate, or take away! while he feverely falls upon ambi-
tion, avarice, luft, luxury, and every kind of vice! Nay he treats them with fo
much acrimony, as paffionately to thew, he holds them in the utmoft detefta-
tion and abhorrence! Taken up entirely with the admiration and recommenda-
tion of virtue, he fpurns and rejects all external things, and tramples upon the
fpecious but deceitful fplendour of fortune.

For the benefit of the attentive reader, fo great vigour and warmth are every
where difplayed, that the moft idle cannot but be rouzed, and the moft frigid
warmed. Indeed we do not read his writings, but hear him fpeak. We fee
not his pourtrait in his book, but his very perfon. Happy genius! We may
apply to Seneca what he fays of Sextius in Ep. 64. How full of energy and fpi-
vit, fuch as you fcarce find in all the tribes of philofophers! Some of their writings
indeed bave a great name, but in all other refpells are weak and languid in compa-
rifon. They propofe, they debate, they cavil; they infpire us not with courage, and
conflancy, becaufe they bave them not themfelves. This man is alive, be exults, be
is free, and fomewbat more than man. He fends me away fall of comviltion and
confidence. :

1f fuch then were the admirable writings of Seweca, it is natural enough to en-
quire whether his life was confonant thereto. Report, I confefs, will not allow
him this however, but rather charges him with the reverfe. What then? it is
the way of the world: the fame was objected to Zeno, to Epicuras, to Plato.
We propofe not Seneca as a perfet pattern in the conduét of life; but recommend
to attention his wife inftruttions and learning : yet think at the fame time that
many objections to him will admit a defence.

He followed the Conrt. And where is this forbidden the philofophers ?—it
were to be withed, that fuch more frequently attended courts, and inftru&ed
them with their counfels. How happy would Rome have been, if Nero had con-
tinued to follow the advice of Sewecs as he begun! For what could be more
commendable than the earlier years of his life, while under the dire@ion of
Semeca?

But
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But Sencca amaffed great wealth., How ftrangely are men divided in their
cenfure! Some they accufe of wealth, others of poverty; in fome they find
ambition, in others avarice! And who in his fenfes would condemn wifdom to
perpetual poverty 2 The philofopher may poffefs great riches, provided they
come not by wrong or robbery, and which may be difpofed of as honourably as
they came. Thefe then are the conditions by which riches are allowed the wife
man: let them be fought, or come, honourably, and honourably expended.
Ana was not this the cafe of Seweca? He received them from the munificence
of a prince (mafter of all the world), as did many others with not half his merit:
and fays another Seneca,

Quis influentis dona fortunz abnuat ?
. Who c'er refus'd the flow of fortune's gifts 2 .
And our Author, No wife man thinks bimfelf unwortby the favours of fortune.
He will not rejelt them, nor regret their departure, when they take wing: and

where can fortune entruft them more fafely, than in the bands af thofe who are ready
t0 refign them?2

" Behold our Author, and admire his coming to Nero, and faying, Order the

auditors of thy revenue to undertake the direltion of my fortune, and amnex it to
thine cwn ; nor fball I by this plunge myfelf into indigence and poverty ; but baving
only furrendered that invidious opulence, which expofes ‘me to the offenfive blaze of
Jo much fplendour, I fball redeem the time, which at prefent is fequefiered to the
care of pompous feats and gardens, and apply it to the repofe and cultivation of my
mind. Behold the philofopher who admitted wealth into his treafury, but not
into his bofom. He poffeffeth riches as light and tranfitory things, without
fuffering them to be burthenfome to himfelf, or injurious to any one. It is
manifeft to me (fays Lipfius) they were only lent to Seneca for the benefit of
others. He gave them ecither to the good; or to thofe whom he thought he
could make fo. He gave them to the moft deferving; as being perfuaded, that
he muft give an account both of his reccipts and difburfements. Public fame
fpeaks of his liberality :

Nemo petit modicis quamittebantur amicis

A Seneca,——quz Pifo bona, et quz Cotta folebat
N Largiri——

——Not that I fuch largefs crave,
As Seneca, or Pifo, or Cotta gave
To their poor clients.

The fame are mentioned together on the fame account by Martial,— Pifones,
Senecafque

~ —a——
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Senecafque Memniofque. He beftowed very little upon himfelf, by the account he
gives of his temperance and frugality, or rather aufterity, in his Epp. 107, 87,
84. And Tdcitus exprefsly; Seneca, with a diet exceeding fimple, fupported an
abfiemious life, fatisfying the call of bunger by wild fruit from the wood, and of
thirft by a draught from the brook.

. Away then with that calumny in regard to wealth. He was rich, fays Lipfius,
and yet poor ; ornot rich for himfelf but for others. Upon the whole, we would
fain fuppofe his life to be gosd; and make no doubt it was fo in general ; but for
his writings, with which alone we are now concerned, they undoubtedly deferve
this character; and are not only good in themfelves, but tending to the good of
mankind. There is a divine providence, and we acknowledge it in Semeca,
whom God was pleafed to give us as a teacher of ftri¢t morality and virtue, in-
troduttory, as it were, to the more fublime truths of the Gofpel. Tertullian
therefore is often pleafed to call him ours. Augufiin {peaks of his being conver-
fant with the Apoftles. Ferom would have had him reckoned in the number of
faints. . But we fhall conclude our remnarks with the eulogium of Fronts, a cele-
brated orator, and the grandfon, fome fay, of Plutarch; Seneca batb fo extermi-
nated all vice and error, that be feems to bave reflored the Golden Age; and by bis
labours to bave recalled the gods from their long banifbment, in their wonted care
and converfe with mankind. May it prove fo; may the prefent age be gratefully
fenfible of the providence of God in the further declaration of his will! May
all the depravity be purged away; what is low and mean exalted ; and all by
faith and virtue raifed again to an affiance with God; by the bleffling and affift-
ance of the fame divine power !

An Extrall from the Preface of Sir R. L’Eftrange, 20 what
45 called Seneca’s Morals.

SOME few fragments however of thofe books of Sencca that are loft are yet
preferved in the writings of eminent authors, and particularly La&antius.

Seneca,
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Seneca, {ays he, who was the fbarpef of all the foics, bow great a veneration
bas be for the Almighty! as for infiance, difcourfing of a violent death, “ Do you
¢ not underftand the majefty and the authority of your Judge! He is the fu-
¢« preme Governor of heaven and earth, and the God of all your Gods; and it
¢ is upon him that all thofe powers depend which we worfhip for deities.” More-
over, in his exbortations; < This God, fays be, when he laid the foundations of
¢ the univerfe, and entered upon the greateft and the beft work in nature, in the
« ordering the government of the world, though he was himfelf A4/l in All, yet
«¢ he fubftituted ether fubordinate minifters as the fervants of his command.’”

Divin. Inftit. 1, 1. c. 1.

Which the acute Seneca Jaw in bis exbortations.  We, fays he, have our
¢« dependence elfewhere, and fhould look up to that power to which we are
« indebted for all we campretend to that is good.” Ib. c. 2.

An inve&ive (fays Seneca in his exhortations) is the mafterpiece of moft of our
philofophers; and if they fall upon the fubjet of Avarice, Luft, Ambition, they
launch out into fuch excefs of bitternefs, as if railing was a mark of their pro-
fefion. They make me think of gallipots in an apothecary’s thop, that have
remedies without and poifon within. 2. 1. 3. c. 15.

He that would know all things, let bim read Seneca, the moft kvely deferiber of
public vices, and menners, and the [marteft reprebender of them. 1b. 1. c. g.

Seneca bas it in bis books of Moral Philofophy, ¢ He is the brave man, whofe
fplendour and authority is the leaft part of his greatnefs; that can look death,
in the face without trouble and furprize; who if his body were to be broken
¢ onthe wheel, would be lefs concerned for the pain itfelf, than for the dignity
¢ of bearingit.” Ib.1.6.c. 17.

-
~

2

~

Let no man think bimfelf the fafer in bis wickednefs for want of a witnefs; for
God is omnifcient, and to bim notbing can be fecret. It is an admirable  fentence that
Seneca concludes bis exbortations withal. ¢ God, fayshe, is a great (I know rot
¢ what) incomprchenfible power. It is to hirn that we live, and to him that we
« muft approve ourfelves, 'What avails it that confciences are hidden from men,.
. ¢ when our fouls lie open to God?”  What could a Chriftian bave faid more to the
purpofe in this cafe than this divine Pagan? And again, ¢ What is it that we do?
« Towhatend is it to ftand contriving, and to hide ourfelves? We are under
« aguard, and there is no efcaping trom.our keeper. QOne man may be parted.

“ from:
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« from another by travel, death, and ficknefs; but there is no dividing us from
« ourfelves. ’Tis to no purpofe to creep into a corner where nobody fhall fee
¢ us, Ridiculous madnefs! Suppofe no mortal eye could find us out; he that
¢« hasa confcience gives evidence againft himfelf.” Jb.c. 14.

It is truly and excellently fpoken of Seneca:  Confider, fays he, the majefty,
« the goodnefs, and the venerable mercies of the Almighty; a friend that is
¢« always at hand. What delight can it be to him, the flaughter of innocent
« creatures, or the worfhip of bloody facrifices! Let us purge our minds, and
¢« lead virtuous and honcft lives. His pleafure lies not in the magnificence of
« temples made with ftones, but in the piety and devotion of confecrated
« hearts.” Ib.c. 25. )

When Seneca comes to reflet, fays Auguftin, upon the paffages which be bimfelf
bad feen in the capitol, be cenfures them with liberty and refolution; and no man
would believe that fuch things would be done unlefs in mockery and pbrenzy. What
lamentation is there in FEgyptian facrifices for the lofs of Ofiris! And then what
Joy for the finding bim again! which be makes bimfelf fport with ; for in truth it is
all a fiction. And yet. thefe people, that neither lof nor found any thing, muft
exprefs their forrows and their rejoicings in the bigheft degree. ¢ But there is only
« a certain time, fays he, for this treat, and once a year people may be allowed
« to bemad. I came into the capitol, fays Seneca, where the feveral deities had
< their feveral fervants and attendants, their li¢tors, their dreffers, and all in
« pofture and action, as if they were executing their offices; fome to hold the
« glafs, others to comb out Funo’s and Minerva’s hair; one to tell Fupiter what
« o’clock it is: fome laffes there are, that fit gazing upon the image, and fancy
“ Supiter has a kindnefs for them. All thefe things, fays Semeca, a wife man
< will obferve for the law’s fake, more than for the gods: and all this rabble
¢« of deities, which the fuperftition of many ages has gathered together, we are
¢ in fuch manner to adore, as to confider the worfhip rather to be matter of
« cuftom, than of confcience.” Whereupon Auguftin obferves, that this illu/-
trious Senator wor/bipped what be reproved, atted what be difliked, and adored
gvbat be condemned. '

Extraé?
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Extra& of a Lester from Lord Bolingbroke #o Dr. Swift.

Hawkefworth, Vol. IL. p. 174.

YOU call Tully names to revenge Calo’s quarrel. I am ready to fa/l foul on
Seneca.  You churchmen have cried him up for a great faint; and, as if yc#
imagined, that to have it believed he had a montbh’s mind to be a Chriftian, would
refle&t fome honour on Chriftianity, you employed one of thofe pious frauds fo
frequently pra&tifed in the days of primitive fimplicity, to impofe upon the world
a pretended correfpondence between him and the great Apoftle of the Gentiles *.
Your partiality in his favour fhall bias me no more than the pique which Dion

Caffius and others fhew againft him. Like an equitable judge I fhall only tax

him, with" avarice in his profperity, adulation in adverfity, and affetation in
every ftate of lifet. Was I confiderable enough to be banifhed from my coun-

try I, methinks I would not purchafe my reftoration at the expence of writing
fuch a letter to the Prince himfelf, as your Chriftian Stoic wrote to the Emperor’s
flave Polybius§. Thus 1 think of the man, and yet I read the author with

* Itconfifts of thirteen letters, which feemed to Ferom, }!ugxﬁn, and before them to Pope Linus,
to have been genuine.  Fobammes Sarifbenienfis more boldly : Defipere videntur, qui non venerantur
&um (‘Senecam) quem apoftolicam familiaritatem meruifle conftat : They feem 1o vre to be wery filly, who
reverence not the man that was thought worthy ¢f apefiolical converfe. But Du Pimacknowledges that
the letters, now exhibited under this charaéter, contain nothing worthy of the Apoftle or Philofopher
and have not the leaft refemblance to the ftyle of either. This is likewife the judgment of the moft
learned among the modern critics. However I propofe to give a tranflation of them, for the fatisface
tion of the curious reader. :

t So in Letter 14. ¢ The founderof your {e&, that noble original, whom you think it fo great
¢ an honour to refemble, (Sexeca) was a flave to the worft part of the world, the coart. And all
¢ his big words were the language of a flighted lover, who defired nothing fo much as a reconci-
* liation, and feared nothing fo much as a rupture.” This, I think, is going a little too far at
the diftance of near 2000 years from the time of Semeca. And I was not a little pleafed to find a
shapge of this kind fo judiciaufly anfiered by the learned Ligfus.

1 His Lordfhip certainly was confiderable enough to be, at leaft, felf-banifhed for fome years;
which were eminently employed, 23 they will think, who can diftinguith the grain from the chaff}
and are candid enough to impute the latter to an unhappy prejudice and partiality ; contratted in a
country notorious for Poltairifm, and levity.

_ § 'This treatife is fufpelted by Liffius. And if it be gemuine, fays he, Pudet, pudet. Inimicus
Senecz fuit, et glorix ejus, quifquis vulgavit. Tam fo muck afbamed of it, as to declare, that fwbo-

ewer publifled it, avas no friemd to Seneca or bis bomour. :
¢ Pleafure s
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pleafure; though I join in condemning thofe points, which he introduced inte-
the Latin ftyle, thofe eternal witticifins, ftrung like beads together, and that
impudent manner of talking to the paffions before he has convinced the judg-~
ment; which Erefmus®, if I remember right, objets to him. He is feldom
inftru&tive f, but is perpetually entertaining: and when he gives you no new.
idea, he reflects your own back upon you with new luftre,

g ————

An Extrat? from an After-thought, 4y Sir R. L’Eftrange:.

IN few words, Semeca was a man made for meditation. He was un-.
doubtedly a mafter of choice thoughts, and he employed the vigour of them.
upon a moft illuftrious fubjeét: Befide that, this ranging bumour of his (as Mr..
Hobs exprefles it) is accompanied with fo wonderful a felicity of /ively and per-
tinent refletions, even in the moft ordinary occurrences of lifé; and his appli--
cations {o happy alfo, that every man reads him over again within bimfelf, and’
feels and confeffes in his own heart the truth of his dof#rine.. What can be done-
more toward eftablithing of* a right principle 2 For there is no teft of ‘the truth’
and reafon of things, like that which has with it the affent of univerfal nature. .
As Seneca was much given to thisking,. fo.he wrote principally for thinking men. .
The periods that he lays meft ftrefs upon, are only fo many detachments, of one-
Jelect thought from another; and- every frefh bint furnifhes a mew rext to work
upon. So that the reading Seneca, without reading upon bim, does but the one
half of our bufinefs: for his innu¢ndoes are infinitely more inftrutive than his.
words at length; and there is no coming at him in thofe heights without. a,
Jferiaus refletion. '

P. S. Books and diflies of meat have this common fate; there never was.
any one of either of them, that pleafed all palates. And in truth, it is a thing
as little to be withed for, as expected: for an univerfal applaufe is at leaft two-.

* Quin ubique plurimus videtur jocorum affeQator, etiam. in rebus maximé feriis. Erafi. de Sen. .

+ Perhaps fo, toa man of Lord Bolingbroke’s fpirit, learning and knowledge of the world. But .
I flatter myfelf, that many of a lower clafs, for whom this work is principally calculated, will, upon
a perufal of thefe fheets, (with an humble and well-difpofed mind,) find and acknowledge their -
fatisfaction, and, it may be, improvement, in the befk of all knowledge, the knowledge of moral.
duiy.

thirds.
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dhirds of a fcandal. So that though I deliver up thefe papers to the prefs, I
invite no man to the reading of them: and whofoever reads and repents, it is
his own fault. In fthort, as Imade this compofition principally for myfelf (fome
Jears ago,) fo it agrees exceeding well with my conftitution; and yet if any man has a
mind to take part with me, he has free leave and welcome: but let him carry
this confideration with him, rbat be is a very unmannerly guef, that preffes upen
another body's table, and thew quarrels with bis dinner,



1 make little doubt but that the Reader will excufe my fupplying this blank
page with the honeft apology of my predeceffor in this work, Mr. Deétor Lodge,
the tran{lator of Seweca’s works in 1620,

Let me intreat this favour at thy bands, curteous Reader, to pretend this tranf-
lation to bee a garden, wherein though thou maich find many bolefome berbs, goodly
Slowers, and rich medicines ; yet can it not be but fome weedes may rankly fboot out,
which may [moother or obfcure the light and lufive of the better. Play the good
gardner I pray thee, and pulling up the weeds, make thy profit of the flowers. If
thou wilt correlt, bee confiderate before thou attempt, left in pretending to roote out
one, thou commit many errors. What a Stoicke hath written, reade thou likea
Chriftian.  If any doubts entangle thy judgment, bave recourfe to the facred [ynod of
learned and pious divines; whofe judgment will felec? thee out that which is for thy
Joules profit, and diffuade thee from admitting that, wkich may either deprave thy
judgment or corrupt thy foule. The fruite I expelt for my labour at thy bands, is
onely this; to interpret mine altions to the beft, and to correi? with thy pen, that
which other men lefs advifed, bave omitted by overbaftie labour. Farewell, and
enjoy the fruits, which I bave planted for thy profit; which though thefe times may
baply neglect, the future may both applaude and allow. Vale.

Thine in all vertuous endeavor,

THOM. LODGE.
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EPISTLE L
On the Value and Ufe of Time. (a)

THIS do, my Lucilius; vindicate the dignity of man: be your own
mafter: and fuch hours as have hitherto been forcibly taken from you, or
~ ftolen unawares, or have flipped by inadvertently, recolle®, and for the
future turn to fome account. You may be affured what I fay is true: part
of our time we are obliged to facrifice to office and power; friendthip and
common occurrences fteal another part; and another flides away infenfibly :
but moft fcandalous is the lofs of it when owing to negligence and diffi-
pation: and yet fmall attention will evince, that great part of life (6)
is (pent in doing ill, a greater in doing nothing, and too often the whole
in doing little or nothing to the great purpofe of being. Where will you
find (¢) a man who fets any value upon timc? who rates a day, or feems to
underftand that be dies daily? (d) For herein are we deceived; we look
forwards at death; whcreas death, in a great meafure, is already pafled:
all the lapfed years of life are in the tenure of death fe). A& therefore,
my Lucilius, as you inform me you do. Embrace every hour /f) : the
ftronger hold you have on to-day, the lefs will be your dependance on to-
morrow. Life, however unimproved, ftill glides away. There is nothing
(g) we can properly call our own, but Time: all other things are fureign
to us: nature hath put usin poffeffion of this one flecting tranfitory boon ;

Vor. L B which
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which any one deprives us of at pleafure (4): and fo great is the folly
of mertals, that, when by entreaty they have obtained things of the
loweft value, mere trifles, at leat fuch as are payable again, they fuffer
them to be fet to their account; but no one thinks himfelf indebted, who
hath borrowed Time; whereas this is the only thing that the moft grateful
heart cannot repay.

You will afk, perhaps, how I aét myfelf, who am giving you this
advice? I will confefs ingenuoufly; it is with me, as with thofe who are
luxurious, and yet not quite negligent of their affairs. I ftill keep an
account of my expences; I cannot fay, Flofe nothing; but I can tell you
what I lofe, and why, and in what manner. I am not athamed (7) to
own the caufe of my poverty: but it happens to me, as to many who have
been reduced to indigence, not merely by their own mifconduét: all men
are ready to excufe and pity, bur nore to affilt them. What then? Ican
by no means think him a poor man, who hath ftill enough (2/, however
fmall a portion it be, wherewith to be content. But may you, my friend,
ftill keep your own; and feize the opportunity to ufe it properly. For as
our anceftors wifely judged,—Sera parfimonia in fundec eft,—1¢ is fo0 laze
to be fparing, when the veffel 15 almejft out (/). As. not only a little (m) but
the worft of every thing generally remains at the bottom. '

ANNOTATIONS, REFERENCES, &c

(a) The antients had feveral curt and wife fentences among them, which they fuppofed fome Ged
the author of, (as if they had been always fenfible of the necetlity cf divine revelation, and were ready
to acknowledge the obligation,) fuch were, Kncav thy/felf, Obey God, Nothing tao much, and the like;
but one of the moft celcbrated among them, is, xzus ¢ude, Tempori parce, Hufband well your Time.
( See Cic. de Fin, 1. 3. Clem. Alex. Strom. I.  Stobe 1. IlI, Erafm. Adag. Muret. in loc ) 1his
then Semeca makes the fubje@ of his firft Epiftle : and parallel to it, is the exhortation of his cotempo-
rary, our Apoftle, Ezbe/. 5. 16. Co'. 4. 5. Redeeming our Time, &c. (See Ep. 117. Plin. Ep. L. g.

(b) That great part of life] Opfopzus from four MSS. reads it, Maxima vite pars elabitur malé agen-
tibus, magna nihil agentibus, tota vita aliud agentibus. (See this paflage explained in Alciat Parere
gon Juris, 1. 4, c. 14.

(c) Where will you find— _

On all-important Time, through every age,
Tho’ much and warm the wife have uro’d ; the man
Is yet unborn, who duly weighs an hour.
I've !of? a day; the prince who nobly cried,
Had been an Emperor without his crown.——2oxrg.
(d) He
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(d) He dies daily] 1 Cor. xv. 31, Ka¥ npipzr awe®mow.

(¢) In the tonure of dearh] ‘Hus im.7a apxop Sa Gir vé7s aweSrmcxopsr.  Theophraft,

As foon as ave begin to live, ave die.  Or, Hben to live, we them begin to die.  Ovrwg xas vu:lig yomSivrag
v, fo ave as foon as we awere born, begaw to draw to owr emd. Wifdom. v. 13. (See Epift,
12, 24. §8. 120.)

(/) Embrace every bour] —— Throw years away !

Throw empires, and be blamelefs. Moments feize ;
Heav’n’s on their wing: a moment we may wifh,
When worlds want wealth to buy. — /4. e
Sapere aude :
Incipe. Qui reeé vivendi prorogat horam
Rufticus expeitat, dum defluit amnis, at ille
Labitur, et labetur in omne volubilis zvum,——For.
Dareto be qwife : begin. By wirtue's rule
Whofo defers to live, is like the fool,
Who flavs, expeling the whole river gone ;
Which flows, and awill for ever fili flow on.
(g) There is mothing—) All fenlual man, becaufe untouch’d, unfeen,
He lookson Time as nothing ; nothing elfe
Is truly man’s ; ’tis fortune’s ——2oung.
(5) Whick every one deprives us of at pleafure)
Ex qui nos expellit, quicunque vult,
Where is that thrift, that avarice of Time,
(O glorious avarice!) thought of death icfpires;
As rumour’d robberies endear our gold ?—
O Time, than gold more facred ! Young.

But we are fo perverfe, that howcver avaritious and tenacious we are of other things, we are
extreme y prodigal of Time ; we fr ely grant, at lealt, part of it to any one that aks it, and are
never upon our guard againfl thofe thieves, that in a friendly way fteal it from us. Tbe }ilferer of a
Sixpence upon th: road is avithout remorfe committed to the ga'loaws, avk-lfi be nihe fleals my Time, is under
mo obligation to apologize for bis condu. May we not complain here of the inequality of the legiflature ?
For furely nothinyg is more precions than 7ime. Nuld re ita nos egemas ut tempore. Tbcre is nothing
awe are fo mub in want of as [ime. Zeno And beophrafias was ufed to fay, Toavriis arareus
% ows Nothing is more expenfive than the iofi of Time.—And this, according to Gromovius, is undoubtedly
the fenfe of the place : but fome read it, Ex qud non erpellit—i. ¢. No on: is diprized of this treafure,
but be that will not we it aright, or avho fuffers it to be taken, or flolen from bim.——— Op/:paus from a MS,
Ex qua non expellirur—and Erafmus fill differently, Ex qui e«pellit quemcunque vult; i. e. Natare barh
given man this joff ffon, but refumes it at pleajure. And fo the old French, De laguelle elle chofc guicong:::
elle vent,

(:) I am not aframed] Alluding to his attendance at court.

(4) Wha bath fiill enough] OId as I am, | complain not of the few days that remain for me in
this life, but am fatisfied with them, and am detcrmined to improve them to the beft advantage, ——
Happy refolution!

({) 1t is 100 late] From Hefiod, c. 366.

. At yomme 3 %9y xas Anyarros morscacda

Migasd PudicS.ic Junn Sk wudpuin endd,
Tde barrel full, drink deeply, if you pleafe ;
Toen fpare : 'tawill be too lare, avben ot the letss
B2 Pﬂ.’ﬁu
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Perfius alludes to the fame in Sat. II.
—— Donec deceptus et exfpes

Nequicquam fundo fufpiret nummus in imo.

Thus wainly dreams the wretch, and pill fpends on, ,

*Till a poor dejperate guinca left alone }

In _filence moxrns bis dear companions gome.
And not unlike this is our proverb, Whew the ficed is flolen, be fouts the flable dosr. Quandoquidem
accepto claudenda eft janua damno. Fwv. Sat. III. Mlpoundeis iors werd 7d wpaypara. Lucian.
And that of the French, Apres 1a mort le medicin. Afer death the doZor. (See Erafm: Adag. 2. 2. 64.)

(m) As not only a little) Antipbanes {peaking of life, fays,

EQudp’ 10Ty fuds & Biog <asy wposPeprict / iy ‘!.)

‘Orar 7 79 Aeimdy wixpde, Sfog yimras.

Our life like avine, awben but few years are paft,

Is brifk and firong ; but winegar at laft.

£ EPISTLE |IL

On Study; and true Rickes. (a)

| AM happy, Lucilius, in conceiving great hopes of you, both from what
you write, and from what I hear of you: it feems, you are no wanderer,
nhor apt to difquiet yourfelf in vain with change of place; a reftleflnefs
which generally fprings from fome malady in the mind. The chief tefti-
mony, I apprehend, of a mind truly calm and compofed, is, that it is
confiftent with, and can enjoy itfelf.

Be pleafed likewife to confider that the reading many authors, and books
of all forts, betrays a vague and unfteady difpofition. You muit attach
yourfelf to fome in particular, and thoroughly digeft what you read, if you
would entruft the faithful memory with any thing of ufe. He that is
every-where, is no-where (4). They who fpend their time in travelling,
meet indeed with many an hoft, but few friends. This is neccflarily the
cafe of thofe, who apply not familiarly to any one ftudy, but run over
every thing curforily and in hafte. The food profits not, nor gives due

nourithment
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nourithment to the body, that abides not fome time therein. Nothing
fo much prevents the recovery of health, as a frequent change of fuppofed
remedies. A wound is not foon healed, when diffcrent falves are tried by
way of experiment. A plant thrives not, nor can well take root, that is
moved from place to place. What profits only accidentally, in pafing,
is of little Ufe. Variety of books diftracts the mind; when you cannot
read, therefore, all that you have ; it is enough to have only what you can
read (¢). But you will fay, you have a mind fometimes to amufe yourfelf,
with one book and fometimes with another : it is a fign, my friend, of a
nice and fqueamith ftomach, to be tafting many viands, which, as they
are various and of different qualities, rather corrupt than nourith. Read
therefore always the moft approved authors, and if you a.e pleafed at any
time to tafte others, by way of amufement, ftill return to thofe as your
principal ftudy. Be continually treafuring up fomething to arm you againft
poverty, fomething againft the fear of death and other the like evils, inci-
dent toman. And when you have read fufficiently, make a referve of fome
particular fentiment for that day’s meditation.

Such is my own pra&ice: of the many things I read, I generally felect
one for obfervation : for inftance, to-day I have been reading Epicurus (d):
(for you muft know I fometimes make an excurfion into the enemy’s camp,
not by way of deferter, but as a {py;) chearful poverty, fays he, is an excel-
lent thing. Now I cannot conceive, how that ftate can be called poor,
which is chearful. The man, whofe poverty fits caly upon him, is rich (e).
Not he that hath little, but he that defircth more, is the poor man. For
what avails it, how much a man hath in his cheft, or in his barns; what
ftock he has in the ficld, or what money at intereft; if he is ftill hankering
after another’s wealth : if he is ever counting, not what he has got already,
but what he may get ( £)? Do you afk me, what I take to be the
proper mean of weaith? 1 will tell you:==firlt, a fupply of ncceffaries;

- adly, an eafy competency (g).

ANNO-
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ANNOTATIONS, &c

(a) Was I to have infcribed this Epiftle to any one, according to my fuift defign, it would have
beento a Rev. D. D. whom Iknow to have read as many books as any one of the prefent age; and
wrote not a few : and yet he is thought very deficient in his manner, and elegance of ftvie: buthe is
my friend :—and fo I will take the cenfure upon myfelf, as conicious of having richly deferved it. Ia
1725, of the firft fermon 1 preached upon a publick occalion, I fubmitted the MS. to my friend Dottor
Gretton, who returned it with the following complim:nt. —

¢¢ In polite writings we ufe no parenthefes ; in philofophical the fewer the better. Youdo not want
¢¢ invention ; your thoughts crowd upon you; but I think a little claflical arrangement is wanting,
¢ and a few connedting particles ; or rather a more perpetuated thread of difcourfe : you come nearer
Seneca than Tully ; the Arena fine calce,”

And, I fear, 1 cannot boaft any great improvement in 1780: the reafon, (as Seneca here exprefleth
it) becaufe Nullius me ingenio familiariter applicavi, fed omnia curfim et properans tranfmifi. The
courteous reader will excufe an old man’s talking of himfelf. Perhaps it may have fome ufe.
N. B. The 28th Epiftle turns upon much the fame argument with this,

(5) Hethat -] Quifquis ubique habitat, Nevole, nufquam habitat.—Martial.
- Fig: Otvpw a—Revivifcentis imperii fpes Fabius fuit. Qmi novam de Hannibale victoriam com-
mentus eft, nolle pugnare.

(c) When you cannar —]) Fig. Antimetathefis —So Pliny. Pancg. Non ideo viciffe videris, ut
triumpnares, fed triumphare, ut vinceres.

(4) You wi'l recolle@ here that Seneca was not an Epicurean but a Stoic,

(¢) The man whofe—) Soin the foregoing Epiftle,

Non puto pauperem, cui quantulumcumque fupereft, fat ef. I cannot think him pocr, avko batk

" avberewithas 10 bo content.
(f) Is ever counting—]  Non quod habet numerat tantum quod non habet optat.

Manil,

(g) Quod fateft.) Lucilius, the old Roman poet, argues thus
Nam fi, quod fatis eft homini, id fatis effe potifiet,
Hoc fat erat : nunc cum hoc non eft, qui credimus porro,
Divitias ullas animum mi explere potiffe ?
No awealth can fati fy the man, awbo thinks,
What is fufficient, not emosgh for bim.

EPISTLE
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EPISTTLE IIL
On Friend/bip.

Y OU inform me, Lucilius, that you have fent letters to me by your
Jfriend, and then defire me not to communicate with him all that I know
of you; for this, you fay, is not what you would chufe to do yourfelf :
and is not this to own, and deny him, at the fame time, to be your
friend (4)? You feem to ufe the word as a common appellation, and to
call him friend, as we call all candidates for an office, good men; and accoft
thofe whofe name does not immediately occur, with, Dear Sir (4). Be
this as it will; yet know, that if you think any one your friend, whom
you dare not truft as far as you would your ownfelf, you are greatly
miftaken, and know not the importance of true friendthip.

It may be neceflary to confult and advife with a friend in everything,
but it is proper firlt to know him (¢). After friendfhip contraGed all truft
is due ; but a judicious choice muft precede it. They ftrangely blend the
duties relating to friend(hip, who, contrary to the precept of Theophrattus,
when they have fixed the fancy, think it time enough to judge, rather than,
having judged, embrace the friend. Confider with yourfelf, for fome time,
whether fuch a one is worthy to be received into your bofom, and if he
feems a proper perfon, admit him with your whole heart. Converfe as
frankly and boldly (4) with him, as you would with your ownfelf. Yet
live fo, Lucilius, as to commit nothing but what you dare truft even with
an enemy.

However, as many things may intervene, which, from their own nature
or cuftom, are termed fecrets; thefe belong to the province of a friend;
with whom you muft communicate all your cares, and all your counfels.
This is the way to make him faithful (¢) indeed: for many have taught
others to deceive by an apprehenfion of being deceived themfelves; and, by

an unjuft fufpicion, given others a right, as it were, to offend in this point.
3 Why
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Why then fhould I be upon the referve with my friend? Why fhould I
not think myfelf alone, even in his prefence?

Some people are apt to blab to every one they meet what ought to be
entrufted only with friends; and to difburthen themfelves of whatever may
chance to wring them, by teazing every ear with the doleful tale: there
are others, who are afraid of the confcioufnefs of their deareft converfants;
nay, they are fo obftinately clofe, with regard to every fecret, that, if"
poffible, they would not truft their own confciences with them. They are
both in the wrong; it is nolefs a fault to truft every one, than to truft no
one (f): only the former I take to be a more generous error, the latter a

more fafe one.

In like manner are they worthy reprehenfion, who are always reftlefs, or
always indolent: for to delight in buftle and tumult is not indufiry, but
the confli®t of a diforder’d mind; nor is it to be called eaf?, that thinks
every the leaft motion irkfome, but rather languor, and diffipation. I will
thercfore recommend to you what I'read in Pompenius (g) There bave been
thofe, fays he, who bave fo de'voted themfelves to folitude, in fome dark corner,

as to think every thing without ¢o be trouble and confufion. ‘Thefe two
things are to be interwoven, as it were, together, Ref and Labour. If
you examine Nature; fhe will tell you, the made both the Day and the

Night.
ANNOTATIONS, &

(a) To be your friend] In this double fenfe of the word is that of Socrares, Q @iros wdus @iros, ye
are all my friends, and yet 1 bave no friend.
¢6) Sir] Dominum. So, Martial.
Cum te non noffem, Dominum Regemque vocabam,
Cum voco te Dominum, noli tibi, Ciana, placere,
Sape etiam fervum fic refaluto meum. 14,
Be not proud, Cinna, that I call you, Sir;
Oft bears my flave the fame, an idle cur !
_ . Or thus :
I call you Sir, yet fmile not at the name,
F.r, Cinna, oft my fervant bears the fame.
Muretus likewife quites a Greck epigram, but as all the wit lies inthe pun, it is not worth tranflating.
Hro Pidog T A.z-m, Jop.m PraTep av90¢ wmwn®
Hr 8 aaCy pndls, 70 Qratep liws porer.
Qna yalp 821 TabTe 7d ppata’ avvdp lyep
Odx 19w Jopns® u yap ixw doperass
(Vid. Torrent. in Suet. fug. 33. Claud. 39. Lipf. inl. 2.Tac. dnn. Brifon. . 8. de Form.
3 (<) Firpp
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(c) Firft to bnow bim] Sidonius, p. 304. Eft enim confuetudinis mez, ut cligam ante, poft deli- /e
gam. It is my way, 1o chufe frff, and love aftereards.—The precept of Theopbraftus here referred to, is,
o113t xpuarta Pikin, aAN & @iAarra xpww, It is proper to judge, before ave fix our affedion, rather thax to fix
it before ave bave formed our judgment, An excellent precept for the young of both fexes, but efpecially
for the fair fex!

(d) 4s boldly] This has not always been thought true policy, Ita crede amico, /fvith Publius, ne fit
inimico locus. So truf a friend, as to leave o room for bis becoring your enemy. And Sophocles Aj. 6oy
L% 76 70 Qidov

Tewoavy dwupyar w@irsiy Curnoopas g
O avis v powras  Tok woMaios yag’

Bporer amores 103 iTaipag Murr,

And fo affift and love my friend, as if

One day be would forfake me ; for to many

The bav's of friendfbip proves a faithlefs bav's.

(¢) To make bim faithful] So Liwy, Vult fibi quifque credi et habita fides ipfam obligat fidem,
Every one is defirous of credit ; and to truff, is the way to be truffed. And Pintarch, in his Connnbial Pre-
cepts, Ioui xas 7o wiclivir Soxi'w miolivicdas, xas 18 Qiv @AioSass  To believe, is am inducement to be
believed ; and tolove, to be beloved.

(f) To truft no oxe] So, Pbadrus, Periculofum eft credere et non credere. 90 believe, and not o
believe, are alike dangerous.  Tholug 8 dpa duss &) amiclias wrm ardpag.

Both truff, and difidence, are alike defirudlive, H:fied.

(g) Pompomius] There was a tragic poet of this name, and others; but as this fentence has not a

poetical turn, Lipfus reads it Pompeius, the philofopher,

(5) Oforne, in his difcourfe, On the greatne/s and corruption of the Church of Rome, having juft before —

fpoken of Semeca, feems to have fallen into his fiyle; fo widely different from any other part of his
writings.—*¢ There is nothing, fays he, idlencfs and peace makes not worfe ; labour and exercife
¢ better: the tree that ftands in the weather, roots beft and deepeft: the running water and air thae is
¢¢ agitated are moft wholefome and fweet, The caufe of this, muft be deduced from God’s eternal
¢¢ decree, that nothing in nature fhould remain idle and without motion.””

EPISTLE 1V

On the Study of Philofiphy; from whence the Contempt of Death, and alfi of
Wealth and Grandeur.

Erfevere, Lucilius, as you have begun; and be as expeditious as poffible;
that, being once mafter of a regular, and well-informed mind, (a) you
may the longer enjoy it. There is a pleafure indeed in endeavouring to’

-Vor. I, ' C regulate
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regulate and reform the mind, but how much more exquifite is that,
which arifes from the contemplation of a mind ever innocent and pure
You yet remember the joy of heart you felt, when, laying afide #4e vef and
tunic, you put on the manly robe, and was introduced to the Pretor. Expe&t
flill greater joy, when you fhall have caft off all puerile inclinations, and
philofophy has ranked you in the clafs of men. We may have paffed indeed
our childhood, when what is more grievous, childithnefs ftill remains 2
and, what is yet worfe, we are old men in authority, but boys in vices and
imperfections; not only boys, but meer infants (4). As thofe are afraid of
the moft light and trivial things, and thefe of vain bugbears; fo we are
afraid of both. '

Only purfue your ftudies; and you will find, that fome things, the more
they are dreaded, are the lefs to be feared : the laft evil is nothing : Death
approaches: what then? you might have been afraid of him, could he
abide with you; but he no fooner comes, than he is gone (¢). It is hard
however, you fay, to bring your mind to a contempt of life. See you not -
upon what frivolous occafions it is often contemned ? One hangs himfelf,
at the door of his cruel miftrefs; another breaks his neck from the top of
an houfe (d), to avoid the threatening wrath of his mafter; and another,
when he has played the runaway, ftabs himfelf, to prevent his being car-
ried home.

Think you that Virtue cannot as effectually diffipate the fear of Death,,
as bafe timidity? No man can enjoy life with complacency, who is too
follicitous to prolong it, and efteems as the greateft happinefs the number
of Confuls he lives to fee. Let fuch be your daily meditation, as will
enable you, with an equal mind, at any time, to let gc your hold of life;
which fome are fo tenacious of, as to embrace it with painful endurance :.
like thofe, who, being carried along by a torrent, catch at briars, or any
thing, be it ever fo fharp, that is within their reach. Moft men are apt
to waver, miferably, between the fear of death, and the torments of life.
They are unwilling to live, and know not how to die (¢). Render life
therefore pleafant to you, by cafting away all follicitude about it. No.
good can truly delight the pofleflor, unlefs his mind be prepared againft
the lofs of it: and no lofs is eafier to be borne, than of that which cannot

4 be
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be recalled, or again expe@ed. Againft all accidents therefore, which. \
even the moft mighty are fubje@ to, exhort and harden yourfelf conti--
nually. Confider that a fatherlefs child (f), and an eunuch, bore fentence,
againft the life of Pompey, and put it in execution. A cruel and infolent.
Partbian llew Craffus (g). Caius Cefar (5) commanded Lepidus to bow
down his neck to the ftroke of Decimus the tribune; and he did the fame
himfelf to the rake Cherea. Fortune hath advanced no one fo high, as
not to threaten him with the fame treatment, with which the had per-
mitted him to treat others. Truft not your prefent tranquillity. The fea
in a moment is ruffled into a ftorm; and the fhips that were dancing in
fafety upon the wave, are, in that inftant, wrecked, and {wallowed up.
Confider that a robber as well as an enecmy may cut your throat: and
fuppofing you are fafe from any higher power; life and decath () are at the
will of a menial fervant: yes; let any one not fear death, and he is mafter
of your life. Recolle&t the inftances you have known of thofe, who have
fallen by domeftic treachery, either by open force, or furprize; arnd you
will find that as many have perithed by the refentment of ilaves, as of kings.
What avails it therefore to you, how powerful he is, whom you are afraid
of ; if what you fear, is in every one’s power to execute? Or if you fhould
be taken by an enemy, and he fhould command you to be led where he
pleafes, even to death; why do you deceive yourfelf, and think this the
firt time of your fuffering that, which you have daily undergone! For I
affirm that, from the hour you was born, Nature led you the fame way (#).
In thefe and the like confiderations the mind muft be continually exercifed ;
if, with a pleafing fatisfaction, you would expeét that laft hour, which
makes all the reft difagreeable.

But to conclude this epiftle ; be pleafed to accept a fentence, which, this
very day, gave me no fmall delight; and which flower I likewife {tole from
another’s garden. Magna divitiz funt lege nature compofita paupertas.
Poverty meafured by the law of Naturé is great riches. Now, do you know
what this.]Jaw of nature requires? Only not to hunger, not to thirft, or be
cold for want of clothing. To expel hunger and thirft, there is no necefity
of fitting in a palace, and fubmitting to the fupercilious brow, and contu-
melious favour of the rich and great: there is no neceflity of fai]fng upon
the deep, or of following the camp. What nature wants is every-where

Ca to
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to be found, and attainable without much difficulty : whereas fuperfluities
require the fweat of the brow ; for thefe we are obliged to drefs anew; are
compelled to grow old in the field ; and driven to foreign fhores. A fuffi-
ciency is always at hand,

ANNOTATIONS, &c

(a) See Ep. 1. 'Traditi boni perpetua poffeflio eft, &c. Tke poffeffion of good is ewerlafling 5 no oms
wwbo bath once learned virtue can forget it, &c.

(4) See Ep. xxiv. cxv. Lucret. ii. 54.

Nam veluti pueri trepidant, atque omnia caxcis

In tenebris metuunt: fic nos in luce timemus.
Interdum nihilo quz funt metuenda magis, quam
Qua pueri in tenebris pavitant finguntque futura.
For like as children in the dark of night

Tiemble and fart ; fo e ev’n in the light ;

Fearful like them, of fhadowws, light and wain,

- The idle fancies of a childifb brain.
{c) Tkan be is gone] How deep implanted in the breaft of man

The dread of death! I fing its fovereign cure.
Why ftart at death ? Whereishe? Death arriv'd,
Is paft; not come, or gone ; he’s never bere.
Imagination’s fool, and Error’s wretch,

Man makes a death which Nature never made 5
Then on the point of his own fancy falls,

And feels a thoufand deaths in fearing one. Young.

(d) Another breaks bis neck] Hic fe pracipitem tefto dedit, ille flagellis

Ad mortem cefus.  Hor.
A defperate leap one lucklefs caitiff tries;
Gorn by the flagrant lafh another dies. Francis.

(e) Unwilling to live] Such the rebuke of Epict:tus. Oavpadlss adjumer, wire Liv Siovre, pare
aw:Qmoxwr.  Strange men as ye are, awho are neither willing to live, nor to dic.

(f) 4 fatherlefs ckild] A fironger inflance of the inftability of human greatnefs is fcarce to be found
in hiftory than this, the fall and death of Pompey the Great : having fled to Egypt for prote&tion in hig
lakt diftrefs, where reigned young Prolemy,(who was juft come of age, and had been highly obliged to

| Pompey, for the friendfhip and favour which he had fhewn his father) he was there affaflinated, (by

~worder of the young King, and one Pothinus, his tutor, and prime minifter of ftate) his head cut off, and
his body thrown and expofed upon the fhore.——But not long after, the generous Cefar ordered
Pothinus, and Achillas the affaffin, to be flain; and the young King, having been overthrown in battle,
fled away in difguife, and was never heard of afterwards. See P.utarch’s Life of Pompey.

(g) M. Craflus killed in a tamult by a Parthian, called Pomaxaithres. His fon was before flain by
the Parthians ; and his head brought to his father by way of infult.  Sec bis Life in Plutarch.

(b) Caius Czfar] Caligula, Emperor, flain by Caffius Cherea, tribune of the Prztorian Cohort,

" in thez gth year of his age, and the 4th of his reign. See bis Life by Suetonius.
(i) Lift and Death] Contempfit omnes ille, qui mortem prius. Sen.
Nihil eft difficile perfuadere, perfuafis mori. Tufiin
There is nothing fo d fficult but avhat you may perfuade a man to do, who is not afraid to dity
(#) Nature led you the Jame way]  See Epift. 1, xxiv,
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EPISTLE V*

Againft the Affectation of Singularity—On Hope and Fear,

IT demands my approbation, and gives me infinite pleafure, to find,

Lucilius, that you purfue your ftudies with attention, and make it the chief,

to improve daily in goodnefs and virtue. I not only exhort, but earneitly

befeech you, to perfevere. But this too I muft advife you, that you affect

not to be fingular, either in your drefs, or manner of life; like thofe who

are ambitious, not with a defign of doing any good, but of being taken

notice of (a). Pretend not to an uncouth habit, flovenly to negleét the
hair and beard, to declare a fworn averfion to a piece of plate, to lie on the

ground, or to exhibit any other extraordinary mark of perverfc ambition (4 ).

The very name of Pbilofopby, however modeftly and decently purfued, is
inviduous enough, and ever fubje to calumny. What if we have deter-

mined to withdraw ourfelves from the ordinary converfe of men ; let all

the difference lie wizbin, but let our outward appearance (¢) be the fame

with that of other people. Let not the outer garment be either gawdy, or
mean and fordid : let us not figh after plate, filver or gold, emboffed, and

decorated with arms and mottos; nor think it a fign of frugality to be quite

deftitute cither of gold or filver: let us act upon this principle, not to lead

a life contrary to the generality of men, buta better /d): otherwife, they,

whom we propofe to inftruct and reform, will fly from and avoid us;

befides, our converfants will think nothing worthy their imitation, when

they are afraid they muft imitate all'we do. Now this is what philofophy

chiefly recommends to her pupils, found fenfe, common bumanity, and the
Jocial wirtues; fo as to converfe with thofe, whom the difparity of our
profeffion feparates us from.

Let us alfo beware, left intending to be admired, we make ourfelves:
ridiculous and odious. Our bufinefs is to live according to Nature (¢/;
but it is contrary to Nature, to affli the body, to hate decency and clean-
linefs, and to diet one’s fclf, not only with cheap food, but with fuch as

19
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is grofs and horrid (f). As it is luxury to covet dainties, it is folly and

madnefs to rejet fuch things as are in common ufe and eafily to be obtained.

Philofophy preaches temperance and frugality, not fevere mortification :

and frugality may be decent, and not inelegant. ‘This then is the mean

that I (hould chufe, a life tempered between politenefs and vulgarity; let

all men admire it, but at the fame time fee and acknowledge, that there is

nothing fo extraordinary in it, but what is pra&icable. What then? Muft

we a&, in all refpes, like other men?  Shall there be no difference be-

tween usand the commonalty?  Yes furely ; he will find a great difference,

who more narrowly infpe&s our conduct. Whoever comes into a houfe of
ours, let him admire the man, and not the furniture. He is great, who

ufeth his earthen vefels as contentedly as if they were filver; nor lefs to be

elteemed is he, who ufeth filver not more proudly than if it was earthen-

ware. It betrays a weak mind not to be fufficient for the fupport of
w.alth.

But to make you a fmall prefent of the fruit I gathered to-day, know,
that I have learned from our Hecaron (g), that to fet bounds to our defires
is a fure remedy againft fcar. Defines timere, fi fperare defieris. If you
ceafe to hope, fays he, you «will ceafé to fear. But you will fay, how can
things fo very ditfimilar have any effect upon each other? I will tell you;
diflimilar as they feem to be, there is a connelion between them. As
the fame chain holds both the prifoner and his guard (4), fo do thefe two
affe@ions, however contrary they may feem to each other, march linked
together : and fear follows hope. Nor do I wonder at this; fince both
belong to a mind in fufpenfe; and anxious concerning what may happen.
But the principal caufe of both is, that we difregard the prefent, and
extend our views to things at a diftance. Forecaft therefore, an indifpu-
table good to man, is turned into evil. Brute beafts fly fuch dangers as
they are fenfible of ; and, having efcaped them, reft fecure. But we are
tortured, both with what is paft, and with what is to come. Thus many
things, really good in themfelves, hurt us: for, memory recalls, and fore-
caft anticipates, the torment of fear. No one is wretched from what is
prefent only,

ANNO-
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ANNOTATIONS, &

® According to my firlt defign, I had infcribed this Epiftle to my late friend Dr. Rawlinfon : the
propriety of it, I believe, would not be doubted by thofe who knew him. :
(a) Of being taken natice of ] - Conlpici. In Scripture language, wpls* +3 SiaS%ras 7oi aSpuwois, To
b¢ feen of men. Matth. xxiii. v.—Horace ridicules fome of his time, who in like manner affefled to be
thought poets.
Nancifcetar ¢nim nomen pretiumque poetar—
Si tribus Anticyris caput infanabile nunquam
¥ Tonfori Licino commiferit,——
A poet’s fame and fortume fure to gain,
If long their beards ; incurable their brain. Francis,
(3) Maretns obferves, thatnot only wifdom, but'oftentimes ambition affe@s a fordid garb ; nor are
any men more follicitous for fame and glory, than they who purfue it under a pretence of flying from it.
So when Diogenes, the cynic, told Plato, ** that he. defpifed and trampled upon his pride,” « Ty,
Jaid Plato, you do /o ; but with more pride.”—And Arifiotle imputes the fordid and negligent drefs of the
Lacedgmonians to pride and arrogance.
(¢) Our outward appearance] Though the Apoftle fays our converfation is in beaven, Phil. iii, 20,
Jet be condefeends to be made all things to all men, that, at leaft, ke might fave fime. 1 Cor. ix. 18, 22.
(4) But a better] | fhould be forry, if any of my brethren, who may chance to read this Epiftle, did
not effetually feel this, and other excellent precepts exhibited herein,
(¢) According to Nature] See Epift. 41. De vit, beat. c. 3.
. (f) Erafmns jully thinks this applicable to the beaftly crew of monks and friers, and all fuch as affe@
fingularity and unneceflary wretchednefs in drefs and diet. And the ingenious Francis Ofberne reckons
this among the caufes of the defe&ion from the church of Rome, *¢ The fecking to maintain a greater
¢* thew of piety, than was fuitable 10 human frailty and the comforts of life.” The frier's habit being
R0 lefs nafty than unfeemly, and therefore fhunned by nicer judgments, and thofe of parts, not fo-
capab'e of temptation from any thing, as pleafure and profit. Or if fuch aufterity was called for, in
relation to external zeal, (the parade of all religions, and fit to be muftered up often in the eyes of the
people) yet the generality might have been left to more decent accoutrements, by which they had become
fociable unto others, and not loathfome to themfelves, . ‘
(g) Hecaton, the Stoic philofopher, a difciple of Panetins. * Helived at Rbodes,
(5) 4nd bis guard] This fort of military guard Manilius fuppofed born under the influence of the
conftellation Audremeda.
Vin&orum Dominus, fociafque in parte catenz,
Interdum panis innoxia corpora fervat /. s,
The prifoner’s keeper, partmer of his chain,
¢ Qft faves the guiltlefs from the threaten’d pain,  Sec Ep. 70 and 78,

’

EPISTLE
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EPISTLE VL
On Friendfbip and Converfation. (a)

I AM very fenfible, Lucilius, that I am not only improved (2}, but, as it
were, transformed (4) ; and yet I pretend not to fay, or expe&, that there
is nothing, in the common courfe of life, that requires further improve.
ment. There are many things that ftill call for reformation : fome affec-
tions to be checked and lowered, others to be encouraged and raifed. And
indeed I think this is a fign of the mind’s being improved, when it can fee
thofe faults, of which it was ignorant before. In fome maladies, a fcnfi-
fibility of pain gives hopes of recovery. I was therefore defirous to acquaint
you with my fudden change; as I then began to have more confidence of
our friendfhip; zbat true friendthip, which ncither hope, nor fear, nor any
interefted view can difunite; zJaf, which men carry to the laft, and
for which they would not fcruple to die. I could name feveral, who
wanted not a friend (¢), but friendthip. Now this cannot happen, where
minds are pofleffed with an uniformity of will, to act honourably. And
why can it not? Becaufe they know that all things, and more efpecially
adverfity, are to be held in common.

You cannot imagine what new improvements I colle& every day,
¢ Inform me, you fay, of the means, which you have experimentally found
of fo great efficacy.” It is my defire fo to do: I will tranfmit every thing
toyou; and am glad to learn, in order to inftrut (d). Nor indeed would
any thing give me pleafure, however excellent and falutary it might be,
was I to keep the knowledge of it to myfelf. Was wifdom offered me
under fuch reftriction, as to be obliged to conceal it, I would reject it. No
-enjoyment whatever can be agreeable without participation. I will there-
fore fend you the books themfclves ; and that you may not wafte much
time, in fearching after the ufeful and profitable, as it lies fcattered in
Yeveral places, 1 will fct fome mark, (7n the margin, or otherwife ) whercby
you may immediately recur to thofe paflages, which I both approve and

admire,
Yet
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Yet after all (¢), converfation and familiarity will have better effect than
“any thing written, or a formal fpeech. You muft come hither, and be
prefent with us; firlt, becaufc men give greater credit to their eyes, than
to thcir ears; and fecondly, the way by preceptis long and tedious; whereas
that of example is fhort and powerful. Cleanthes had never refembled
Zeno, if he had been fatisfied only with his le@Gures. He was intimate
with him, privy to all his fecrets, and diligently obferved, whether he lived
up to his own rule, Plato and Ariftotle (f), and the whole tribe of philo-
fophers of various fects (g), learned more from the morals of Socrates, thaa
from his preachments. It was not the fchool of Epicurus, but familiarity
that made Metrodorus (b), Hermachus, and Polyenus, fo eminent in the
world. Ner do I invite you hither, merely for your good, but my own;
as in conference each may affift the other in many points. In thc mean
while, as, according to cuftom, I owe you every day fomething by way of
a fmall prefent, I will inform you, wherein Hecaton to-day gave me great
pleafure: * Do you afk, fays he, what improvement I have made of late 2—
Amicum eflc mihi cpi; I bave learned to be a friend to myfelf. Great im-
provement this indeed! Such a one can never be faid to be alone: for
know, that he, who is a friend to himfelf, is a friend to all mankind,

ANNOTATIONS, &

(a) There is an ¢éxcellent commentary on this fubje® in Plutarch, entitlcd, Hew a man may know the
improvement be makes in wirtue.

(8) Transformed] Tran.figurari, which relates entirely to the mind, or inner man. So the Apofile—
Circamcifion availeth nothing, nor uncircumcifion, but a mew creature, Gal. 6. xv. If a man be in Chrift,
he is @ new creature.  Old things are paffed away, behold, all things are become new. 11 Cor. 5. 17,

(¢) Afiiend] i.e. A common fiiend. Se Epift. iii. ‘

(d) I am glad to learn, in order to infiru8] Cato ap. Cic. de Fin. 3.——Impellimur natura ut prodefle
velimus, imprimifque docendo rationibufque prudentiz tradendis. Itaque non facile eft invenire, qui
quod fciat ipfe, non tradat alteri. A natural impulfe directs every man to do good to as many as he can, and
#fpecially by infiruing and forming them to the purpofes of awifdom. And indeed it is not eaf; to find a man wha

W wot communicative to another of ths knowledge be poffeffes bimfelf. We therefore bave a propenfity 1o teach
as awell as to learn,

So the old Poet Lucilivs —1d me.

Nolo {cire mihi, cujusTum confcius folus,
Ne damnum faciam. Scire eft nefcire, nifi id me
Scire alius fcierit, m——

Which Perfius in fewer words :
Scire tuam nihil eft, nifa te fcire hoc fciat alter.
Fer it is nothing aworth that lies conceald :
And feience is not feience till reveald. Dryden.

Vou. L D (e)Ya
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. (€) Yot afrer all] Plus tamen tibi viva vox—proderit.
—Praxterea multo magis, ut vulgo dicitur, viva vox afficit.
Nam licet acriora fint qu legas, altius tamen in'animo -
Sedent quz pronuntiatio, vultus, habitws, geftus etiam dicentis affigit.
Plin. Ep. iii. 1. 2.°

'

Befides,” according to the pﬁ-ver&, what the ear hears flands in no need to be guefled at.  4ad fugpofe awbat -

Jou read in itfelf more affelting, yet certainly the pronunciation, . the countenance, the drefs, the giflure, of an
orator, imprint bis leffons move deeply upon the mind. .

(/) Arifiesle] Lipfius obferves here that there muft be fome mifake, or that Semsra wrote too -

hattily ; for fo far was Arifforle from converfing with Sacrates, that he never faw bim : as Socrates died
in the firft year of the g5th Olympiad, or according to Diodorus in the g7th ; and Ariforle wasborn in the
firft year of the ggth, according to Laertius, Dionyfius, A. Gellius, Eufebius, and others. And confe-
quently dmsmonius is likewife miftaken ; when in. his life of A4rifor/e he talks of his living three years with
Socrates.

(¢) OF warious /e8] Hizc autem, ut ex Appennino, fluminum, fic ex communi fapientiam jugo fuat
do&rinaram faQa divortia.—Cic. de Orat. ). 3. 19. From this common fource of philofophy (the Difeour/es
of Socrates) as riwers from the Appenines, -learning began to rum in different channels; &c. - You know,
fays Ariflides to Socrates, that [ never learned any thing from you profefledly ; yet great benefit did |
reap from you while in the fame houfe; ftill greater, if at any time in the famerocm ; and much mo-e

when my eyes were fixed upon you, as you was fpeaking; butmoft of all, when I was fitting by you, and -

hung as it were upon your garment. Plato in Theagn.:
(4) Metroderus} There were two of this name, difciples of E, vcurus: the. one Matrodorus, of Stra«

tunica; who left Epicurus, and. followed Carneades: the other, the Athenian, who ftill kept with -

Sdcrates, and in many treatifes propagated his do&rine; whois the'perfon here fpoken of.
Hermachus) The fon of Agemarchus, of Mitylene, who fucceeded Epicurus in his fchool. *

Polyenus) The fon-of Athenodorus of- Lampfaca. -He was the difciple of Epicurus, but-died before-*

him.
(?) Ibave learned] Cepi. This word not in the MS. nor the laft fentence, Qui iibi amicus eft.—
So in the old French, which renders the place thus ; fghaches que chacun peut avoir un tel amy. Know
shat it is in the power of any-ome to bave fuch a friend. But it is a foical maxim, That be awbo loves him-

Jelfy i. e. who ftudies wildom and goodnefs, will alfo love others. Necc fibi, fed- toti genitum fe, .

credere mundo, Not born as for himfelf, but all the avorld. -

EPISTLE VII.

On pablic Shows, particularly the Gladiators (a)—and Conver /e with the World.

D O you-afk, Lucitius, what I would have you' principally to avoid ?
The rabble.  You are not yet ftrong enough to be fafe among the many.
I will confefs to you my own weaknefs : when. I venture abroad, I never

3 return
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-return the fatie moral man [ went out.- What I fettled before, is difcom-
pofed ; or fomething that I rejected returns. It is with ud; who are juft
recovered from fome inveterate diforder, as with thofe who, by long indif-
pofition, are fo weakened, that the being brought into the air, gives them
a difagrecable fenfation.

‘Intercourfe with the world (8) iy prejuditial : fome one or other, cither
‘by example or difcourfe, will piint vice in fuch agreeable colours, as to
taint the mind infenfibly ; o that the more company we keep, the gteater
is our danger. But nothing is more hurtful to a good difpofition than to
while the time away at fome public fhew : for then vice fteals npon us moré
¢afily under the mafque of pleafure. ‘Wounld you think it? I really retura
from fuch -entertainmrents, more covetows; more ambitious, more diffolute,
nay, even more cruel and ‘inhuman, from having converfed with men. By
.chance, I fell in with a public thow at mid-day; expe&ing fome fport, buf-
foonery, or other relaxation, when the eyes of the fpectators had been fa-
‘tiated with the fight of human gore. Nothing lefs: all the bloody deceds
-of the morning were mere mercy.: for now, all.trifling apart, they commit
downright murder : the combatants have nothing to (hield the body : they
.are expofed to every ftroke of their antagonift; and every ftroke is a wound :
-and this fome prefer to their fighting in pairs, matched, and well accoutred ;
.or of -fuch as were men of great art and experience in the profeflion: and
~why fhould they not? There is no helmet or fhield to repel the blow : no
-defence, no art: for thefe are but fo many balks and delays of .death. In
-the morning men are expofed to lions and bears.: at noon to the fpetators
‘themfelves. Menflayers are ordered out againft one another; and the con-
queror is detained for anather flaughter. Death alone puts an end to this
‘bufinels ; while fire and fword are employed as inftruments. And all this
is carried on after the ordindry flaughter of the day is over. But fome one
‘hath committed a theft: what then? He deferves to be hanged: another
flew a man; it is but juft he fhould be flain himfelf. And what haft thou
«deferved, O wretch, wha canft take delight in thefe horrid folemnities (c) ?
““ Kill, burn, feourge,” is all the cry. ¢ Why is be fo afraid of the fword's
point 2 Why is be fo timorous to kill? Wby does be not die more manfully 2
They are urged on with ftripes, if they refafe to encounter ; and are obliged
0 give and take wounds with a forward and open breaft. Is the appointed

D 2 : fhow
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fhow at a ftand, that fomething may be doing, they are called out to cug
one another's throats.. But, do you not confider, that bad examples often
recoil to' thie prejudice of thofe who fet them ? Thank the immortal gods,.
that you are inftru@ing him (<) to be cruel, who cannot learn.

Hence it is manf_/l that a mind, that is tender and not over-tenacious of
what is right, is not te be entrufted with the converfe of tbe many. Vice
18 catching. The varying populace can fhake a docrates, a Catoor a Lelius,
from his purpofe; fo that none of us, however polifthed the difpofition, can
ft.nd.againft the violence of vices, that affail us in fuch a numerous body.
Nay, even one example of luxury, or avarice, is capable of doing much
mifchief, A delicate coxcomb by degrees foftens and effeminates his con-
verfants : a rich neighbour incites covetoufnels: an ill-minded man is apt
ta taint with malignity his companion, however fimple and candid.

What then, think you, muft be the confequence when a man fubjecs
himfelf to every public attack? You muft either imitate, or hate the
affailants : both-are to-be avoided; left, you become like the bad, becaufe
they ave many ; or inimical to many, becaufe unlike them. Retire there-
fore into thyfelf, as much as poffible : converfe with thofe, who are capable
of making you better; and admit thofe, whom- you think yourfelf capable
of inftructing.. Thefe are reciprocal duties. Men often learn, while they.
teach, There is no reafon however, that the glory of publithing your inge-
nuity thould introduce you to-the public, either by way. of recital,. or dif-
pute: which indeed I thould not be averfe to, was your art adapted to the
Jevel of the vulgar: fcarce any one can underftand you: or if one or two
of better parts than ordinary, thould by chance fall in your way, it will
demand fome pains to inftruct them, and bring them to your talte. ¢ For
whom then, you will fay,. have you taken fo much pains to learn ?*  Frar
not; your time was not thrown away;. if- it-was. for yourfelf only.

But, that I may not have learned: all that I have picked up-to-day for
myfelf alone 3 I will communicate with your three fentences of great im-»
portance, though almoft in the fame fenfe. One of which I fhall pay you,
as the ufual debt ; and I beg your acceptance of the other two beforehand.

Deinceritus faith, unus mxhl pro populo eft et populus pro uno, One is to me
4 a thoufand,
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a thoufand, and a thoufand as one. And well hath he fpoke, (whoever he
was, for the author is not known) who to one that afked him, * why be-
Jpent fo much diligence in an'art, which but few could be the better for?”
replied, fatis funt mihi pauci, fatis eft unus, fatis eft nullus, 4 few are
enough for me, nay, one is enough, or no one at al/l. And more excellent is
the third: when Epicurus was writing to one of his fellow-ftudents, The/e
things, {ays he, I write not to the many, but to you alone; fatis enim magnum
alter alteri theatrum fumus, for we are to each other a theatre large enough.
Thefe, my Lucilius, are the things which I would have you treafure up in
your mind, that you may defpife the vain pleafure, that accrues from the
approbation of the world (¢). Many praife thee: but are you fatisfied
with yourfelf, if you are what they take you for and applaud? Let your
goodnefs be approved wizbin.

ANNOTATIONS, &c

(a) Tke gladiators] The firt thow of gladiators exhibited at Rome, was that of M. and D. Brutas,
upon the death of their father, A. U. C. 489, ante Chriltum, 264. - But the honour of removing this
barbarity out of the Roman war'd. was referved for Conffantine the Great, A. U. C. 1096, about 603
years after their fi ft inflicution ; yet-under Conffuntius, Tbeodofius, and Valentinian, the fame cruel
humour began to revive ; ’cill a final op was put to it by the Emperor Honoris, A. D. 396, — There
were feveral orders or kinds of gladiators who owed their diftintiien to their country, their arms, theif
way of fighting, and the like, The three kinds mentioned in this Epiftle, are the Mersdiani, who
engaged in the afternaon ; the Pofalatitii, commonly men of great fkill and experience, whom the
people particularly defired the Emperor to produce; and the Ordinarii, fuch as were prefented according
to the common manner, and at the ufval time, and fought the ordinary way. Kemnett’s Roman Antig.

(8) Ietercourfe avith the world] When I who pafs a great part, very much the greateft part of my

life alone, fally forth into the world, I am very far from expeing to improve myfelf, by the conver- -

fation I'find there ; and fiill further from caring one jot for what paffes there. .
Bolingbroke, Letter 212, vol. ii. .

In driving me out of party, they have driven me out of curfed company ;.and in fripping me of
titles, rank, and eftate, and fuch trinkets, which every man, that will, may fpare, they have given me
that which no man can be happy withouat, 4. vol. ix. p. 45.

(¢) Horrid folemnities] Dr. Kemnett concludes his account of the gladiitors with the following paffage
from Cicero.—Crudele Gladiatorum fpe€taculum et inhumanum nonuullis videri folet, &c. 7¢ fboan
of the glad:ators may toffibly to fome perfons fecm barbarons and inbuman ; and indeed, as the cafe new fands, I
€1unot fay that the cenfure is unjuff : but in thofe times, avben only guilty perfons avere the combatants, the ear

perbaps might receive better inflraions ;- but-is is impoffible that any thing nvbich affedls the eyes, Soould fertfy .

a4 with more fuccefs againf the affaults of grief and death, Tufc. En. 2. See Epift. xcv. .

(d) Infirvéling bim) He is fuppofed to mezn the Empercr Ners, who at the beginning,of his reign
was far from being cruel. His predeceffor Claudius, when addrefled by fome of thefe poer wretchcs.,
as they pafled befo e him, with, Ave, Irperator, morituri te falutgnt, returned in anfwer. Awete woss

which when they would gladly have interpreted as an a& of favour, and a-grant of their lives, he foon

8ave them to onderitand, that it pjoceeded from the contrary principle of barbarous cruelty and ine
fenhibility  Swet. Tacit Ann. xiv. '

() Tbe approbation of the multitud-1" Ot db I feck, laith the Apoltle, 10 pleafe men ? JSor if I yet pleajad.

mex, [ fbould wat be the jervant of Chriff, Gal. i. 10,
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EPISTLE VIIL

On Temperance, and the Benefit of Pbilofophy.

YOU feem, Lucilius, to be furprized, that I fhould .command you to
fhun the public, to retire, and reft fatisfied with the complacency of your
own confcience: as if I was regardlefs both of my own, and the precepts
of my principals (a), who recommend an. active life : know then it is foc
- this purpofe I conceal myfelf, and thut my doors; that I may fee no one, in
~order to profit many. No day, I can aflure you, pafles by unemployed.:
and even part of the night [ claim for ftudy. I lie down indeed, but keep
~my eyes, tired and heavy as they are, ftill at work. Moreover, I have
withdrawn myfclf .not only from men, but from all manner of worldly
“affairs, even my own: I am at work for pofterity (4): I am continually
. writing fomething, I hope for their benefit; intending to treat them with
fome falutary prefcriptions, and the compolition of certain medicines, that
T myfelf have happily experienced, in my own malady ; which if not per-
-fectly cured, hath been prevented from growing worfe. T am endeavour-
~ing to fhew, to others the right path, which I am perfuaded I have found,
_after much wearinefs and travail.—Beware of thofe things, I fay, which
“are apt to pleafe the vulgar, and are merely accidental; be fufpicious and
diftruftful of every cafual good. It is for wild beafts, and fifh, to be de-
. ceived by fome alluring bait. Think ye that fuch and fuch things are the
. effe@s of fortune (¢)? Noj; they are fnares. Whofoever would lead a fafe
and pleafant life, let him avoid fuch falfe and treacherous benefits, which
“thinking to catch, we are miferably deceived ; and caught ourfelves, as with
birdlime (). An ambitious courfe of life leads to a precipice : the end of
an high ftation is, to fall: for it is not in our power to ftop, when our
feeming happinefs hath taken a wrong bias. Either abide firm in your
ftation, or confide in yourfelf (¢). So fhall not Fortune overthrow you, but
only dafh againft you, like a wave, and be beat back again.

Maintain therefore this found and falutary way of living: fo far only to
indulge the body, as to preferve it in good health /fJ. It muft be treated
more roughly, if you would have it obedient, or ferviceable, to the foul (g).
Food fatisfies hunger; let drink affuage thirft; clothes keep off the cold,

and
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and an houfe defend you, from whatever elfe might injure the body : it
matters not whether the houfe be of turf, or foreign marble: a man may
be as fafe and happy uader a thatched, as under a golden roof. Defpife
the fuperfluities, whicia' needlefs labour acquires, by way of ornament or -
credit. ‘Think, there is nothing admirable in thee, but the foul (4). No-

thing fo great, as to be compared with the greatnefs of it. Now, while I .
am meditating on thefe refletions, and am defirous to convey them to

pofterity, feem I not-to be doing more good, than in being ready, when
called upon, to bail my friend, or to be witnefs to his will, or to give him -
my hand and fuffrage in the fenate, when a candidate for fome public office ?

‘Believe me, they who feem to be doing little or nothing, are fometimes -
engaged in matters -of the greateft moment, while they are employing :
themfelves on things, at the fame time, both human and divine. . -

But to conclude this Epiftle, and therein difcharge my ufual payment; -
not out of my own ftock I confefs; for I have ftill in hand Epicurus; in.
whom I this-day read, Philofophiz fervias oportet, ‘ut tibi contingat vera -
libertasy you muft be the flave of philofopby, if you defire to enjoy true liberty.
He-that hath once fubjeted and delivered -himfelf up to her, is inftantly -
made free: for, this her fervice, I fay, is perfe® freedom (i), Perhaps, .
you may afk me; why I am fo fond of reciting the excellent fayings of*
Epicurus, negle@ful of thofe of my own fchool? " Are not thefe then of
Epicurus {poken in general, and fuitable to every fect? "How many things *
occur which are fuid or might have been faid by the philofophers? * Not to’
mention the tragedians, or -our zogate, which are fometimes ferious, being .
a fort of a tragi-comedy ? How many excellent fentences do-we find even
in a Mime or farce?  There are feveral in Publius full worthy the bufkin - :
one I thall quote, which belongs to philofophy and the fubjeét before us; ;
where he denies all cafual things to be properly our own : .

Alienum eft omne, quicquid optardo venit. .
What we muft wifh for, is a_foreign good.
But I remember one from you, Lucilius, which I think better, and more:

terfe Pl
Non eft tuum, - fortuna quod fecit tuum. -
That is not thine, which you to fortune owe..

And -
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And I cannot pafs by another faying of your’s, which I ftill prefer to the
foregoing— _

Dari bonum quod potuit, auferri poteft,

The good that's giv'n, may be taken from us.

Obferve, I expect no acquittance for thefe; what I now fend you, is your

own.

ANNOTATIONS, &c

(a) The precetts of my principals]  Zemo, Chryfiptus, and others of the Stoics aflert, that a wife man
fhould not be fo referved, as, when called upon, to refufe the management of public affairs; knowing
that he may be the means to prevent the growth of vice; and to excite his fellow citizens to virtuous
aflions : nay, that they are the only perfons fit for magiftracy and judicature. Diog. Lacert.

(b) Atwak for pofterity]  The great Cato, invincible as he was, and often the leader of armies,
thought however that he could be of more fervice to the commonwealth by the publication of his mili-
tary difcipline in writing : fince brave allions benefit only the prefent age ; but fuch things, as are wrote
for the public good, laft for ever, Feget. de e Mil. 1. 2. —What Englithman can read this, without
being put in mind, to his great forrow and deteftation, of the horrid tranfaftions of laft week (June
12, 1780), when the houfe of that great and good man, Lord Mansfield, Chief Juftice of England,
was caufelefs'y attacked ; and, with the rich furniture, all the notes and obfervations of fo confummate
a lawyer and judge, (the whole work and labour of a long life, containcd in a number of manufcript
volumes and papers) were all committed to the flames with undiftinguithing rage, and confumed, by the
moft villainous crew of infurgents that ever difgraced a people !

(c) Such gifts] Pliny has an exccllent Epiftle to thic purpofe (l. ix. ep. 30 ) My opinicn is, that a
man who would be truly bountiful oug 't to exert bis liberality, towards his co.ntry, his neighbour, bis re'a-
tions. bis friends, and let me fay, by way of difinition, bis friends in the greateft indigence. (Sucha
precaution Lord Orrery obferves, was neceflary in an age, where liberality feldom was dircéted by innate
goodnefs of heart, but often fkulied under the mafk of craft and defign) ot like thofe perfons avbo chufe
to apply their gifts, only awbere thiy fee a . robability of finding a moff a> pl retuin.  Such gifts are lik: baited
books. They are not meant to befloav your on property, but the property of orhe s. Alluding to the Here-
dipete or Captatores, who were fo numerous a band of mifcreants in the days of Piiny, that they are
mentioned with ridicule and abhorrence, by all the fatyrifts of that time ; and particularly by Mart.al—
"To Gargalianus, (1. iv. 56.)

Munera qudd fenibus viduifque irgentia mittis
Vis te munificum Gargaliane vocem ?

Sordidius nihil eft, nibil eft te fpurcius uno,
Qui potes infidias dona vocare tuas.

Sic avidis fallax indulget pifcibus hamus :
Callida fic ftultas dectipit efca feras.

Quid fit largiri, quid fit donare, docebo ;
Si nefcis : dona Gargaliane mibi,

For gifts you to the old and avidoavs fend,
Would you, Gargal. be deem’d a generous friend ?
Nothing can be more fordid or more bafe,
To think fuch baits awill for kind prefents pafi :
Anglers
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Anglers thus books for greedy fifh prepare
And filly beafls are driv’n into a fnare.

How t0 be traly generons woald you knoww,
Semerhing on we, for friendfbip [fake, beflow.

(d) And caugbt themfelves] Vid. Ep. 119. Valer. 1. 9. ¢, 4. Proculdubio hic non pofledit divitias, fed
a dividiis poffeffus eft.—~Plin. Ep. fup. cit. Ea invafit homines habendi cupido ut poffideri magis quam
poflidere videantur. The thirf of gain is fo exceffive, that men feem to be poffeffed by their avealth, not to poffefs
it.—Bionps vetus dium ad avarum, Oux Fps T bofas wudimas, AN 3 doiow Tivon  Sic D. Cyprian. ad
donat. L. 2. Vid. Not. ad Sidon. Apoll. p. 513,

(¢) Or confide in yourfelf] Iread this paflage with Gromowius, Aut flatum re&us, aut temet tene.
Remain firm in your place or flation, avithout being allored by any blawdifmernt of fortume; ory if you have
been fo already, check your purfuit, fo as flill to be mafter of: yourfelf, and not fubje& altogether to
her caprice. So, the old French, Il faut donc fe contenter de chofes qud font bounes- et certaines, ou
plutét de foi meme.—Murerns, Aut re@us fia, aut femel fuge.—Malberbe, 1l faut favire tefle, on
s’enfuir,

(f) In good bealth.] Our divine precept runs much higher, Take wo thought for your life awbat se fpall
eat ; naither for the body awbat ye foall put on.—But rather feek ye the kingdom of God, and all things fball be
added 10 yos. Matth. vi. 31,

(g) Tothefoul] If thine eye offend thee pluck it out ; Matth. 5. 19. And let Chriftians-alio remem.
ber what the ApoRtle faith, If ye live after the flefb yo fball dic ; but if, through the fpirit, ye mortify the
deeds of the body, ys fball lives Rom, 8: 3. Therefore, fays he, I kecp under my body and bring it inte
Jubjeion. 1 Cor. . 27. And who indeed is the perfed man, faith St. James, bur be that is able to bridle
the awbole body ? 8. 2. ‘

(h) But the foul] For wbat is a man profited, if be fbould gain the awbolt world, and-lofe bis onvn foul P
or, awbat fhall a man give in exchange for bis foul? Matth. 16, 26.

(i) Perfed freedom) Ye fball know the truth, and the truth fball make you free. John 8. 32.—Stand
Jaf in the liberty, awherewith Chriff bath madeyoufree. Gal. 3. 1. If then the Son: fbrall make you free,

e /bullbe free indeed.  Jobn 8. 56.—See Ep. 75. ad fin

EPISTLE IX.

On Friendfbip 5 Self-Complacency, and Contentment.

YOU defire, Lucilius, to know, whether Epicurus juftly reprimands

thofe, who are pleafed to affirm, rdat a wife man is fatisfied in bimfelf, and
confequently wants no friend. 'This is objeted 8# by Eprcurus againtt Stilpo,
and all thofe who place their fummum bonum (or, chief good) in a. certain

Vor. L | E indifference

-
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indifference of foul. We cannot help being obfcure, while we endeavour to
exprefs the Greek 274%aav (aparhy ) in one word, and call it impaffibility; for
the contrary to what we mean may be underftood thereby /z). We mean
one, who denies any fenfe or feeling of any kind of evil ; but it may like-
wife be underftood of one, who cannot Jear any kind of evil. Confider.
therefore, whether we may not better define it, A foul invulnerable, or
beyond the reach of fufferance.  Now this is the difference, between us
(Stoics, ) and them, (the Epicurcans.) Our wife man gets the betfer of
every evil, but yet he feels it : whereas their wife man pretends not to fecl

_it.  In this however we agree, A wife man is contented and fatisfied in
himfelf : and yet, as fufficient as he is in himfelf, according to our tenets,
he defires to have a friend, a ncighbour, a companion. And as to the
contentment we are fpeaking of, he is contented with a part, as it were, of
himfelf: for fhould he have loft a hand by any difeafe, or by the fword of
an enemy.; or fuppofe, by fome accident, an eye; he is contented with
that which is left; and will live as chearfully with his maimed body, as if
it were entire. What is wanting, he will not figh for in vain ; though at
the fame time, no doubt, he had rather not want it. And thus isa wife man
fatisfied in himfclf, not that he defires to have no friend, but he knows
how to be content without one: I mean, he can bear the lofs of a friend
patiently ; though-perhaps he will not be long without one;_ as it is in his
power to repair the lofs when he pleafes. As when Phidias (4) hath loft,
or difpofed of, a ftatue, he will fet about making another; o the wife
artift, in forming friendthips, will fubftitute another friend in the room of
him he hath loft. You may afk, perhaps, what method a man mutft take,
fo foon to gain a friend ? I will tell you, provided you acceptof this in full
payment of the debt I owe you in the epiftolary way.

Saith Hecaton, *¢ I will difclofé to you an excellent philtre; without the ufe
of love-powder, berb, or bewitching charm,—fi vis amari, ama; love, that
you may be beloved (c).” Now, there is a pleafure, not only in the habit of
a fure and lafting fiiend(hip, but alfo in the acquifition and beginning of a
new one: the fame difference that is between the hufbandman, who hath
got in his crop, and him that foweth, is there between him who hath got
a-friend, and him who is endeavouring to get one. Attalus, the philofo-

pher, was wont to fay, Jucundius efle amicum facere, quam habere; zbere
1s
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is more pleafure in making a friend, than in baving one. As'the artift takes
more delight in the a& of painting, than in having painted: for why?
that earneftnefs and anxiety with which he purfued his work, gives a more
pleafing fenfation, than what he taftes in having finithed his piece: he now
enjoys indeed the fruit of his art, but while he was painting, he enjoyed
the art itfelf: to have our children grown up, fuppofe to twenty years of
age, may be of more fervice indeed; but their prattling infancy is {weeter
and more entertaining. But to return to our purpofe—

The wife man, I was (aying, however fatisfied in him(elf, is yet defirous
to have a friend; and for this reafon, was there no other; that fo great a
virtue, as the exercife of friendfthip, may not lie dormant: not, as Epicurus
fays (¢) in the Epiftle before me, that he may have a friend to comfort him
on the bed of ficknefs, or relieve him, when poor, or in prifon; but that
he may have fome one, on whom to difplay the like merciful difpofition,
whether by comforting him in fickne(s, or delivering him from inimical
durance. He thinks very wrong, who regards only himfelf, and makes
felf-intéreft the ground of friendthip : he will end as he begun: he pro-
fefles to ferve his friend even in bonds, but as foon as he hears the clinking
of the chain, deferts him. Thefe are what are commonly called temporary
(f) friendfhips; which laft no longer than to ferve a turn. Hence the
profperous are furrounded with a number of friends; while the wretched
bemoan themfelves in folitude : for then is the time of flight, when put to
the trial.  From whence we fee fo many fcandalous examples of friends,
cither deferting, or betraying one another through fear : whereas the end
of friendthip ought to correfpond with the beginning. He that hath
undertook to be a friend, becaufe itis expedient, or dreams of other gain
than what naturally arifes from friend(hip, will never be true to the obli-
gation, but will be tempted, upon the leaft view of intereft, to ac con-
trary to the laws of friendthip. To what purpofe then have I chofe a
friend? Why, to have one whom I would ferve to the utmoft in cafe of
neceflity, would follow him into banithment; and for whofe life and pre-
fervation T would expofe myfelf to danger and death (g). What you are
pleafed to call friendfhip, is not friendfhip, but mere traffick (4), having
regard only to fome advantage that may accrue therefrom. No doubt, the
affection of lovers hath fomething in it very like friendthip : but it is fill

E2 imperfet,
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imperfe&, and may be called a fort of fnfane friendfhip. Isit then founded
on the views of profit, of ambition, or of glory? No; love of its own
pure motive, negle&tful of all other confiderations, incites the mind to the
defire of beauty, not without hopes of mutual endearments. And what
then? Does a vile affection fpring from, or form an alliance upon, a more
honourable caufe? But this, you fay, is not the point in queftion s whe-
‘ther friendfhip is dcfirable merely upon its own account: for if fo, the man
who is fatisfied in himfelf, may well accede thereto, as to the moft lovely
object; not allured by any hope of gain, or difheartened at any change of
fortune. He detrats from the majefty of friendfhip, who enters upon it
merely as a prefervative againft evil accidents, The wife man (dreads no
accident, he) is fatisfied in himfelf. But this quality, my Lucdlius, is genes
rally mifinterpreted: men are apt to exclude the wife man from all com-
munity with the world; contracing him, as it. were, within his own {kin.
It will be proper therefore to diftinguith, and explain what we mean, by
Self-complacency.

Now, a wife man is fatisfied in himfelf, not merely with regard to life,
but to his living happily : the former indeed wants many things, but the
latter nothing more than a found, elevated mind, contemptuous of the
power of fortune. Accept alfo of a nice diftinction (/) made by Chryfippus :
he affirms, that a wife man can want nothing ; yet many things are neceffary
Jor bim : on the contrary, A fool lands not in need of any thing, for there is
ncthing be knows bow ta ufe; but be wants every thing. The wife man
ftands in need of eyes and hands, and other requifites for daily ufe ; but
he wants nothing ; for fo wwant is to be neceflitous; but a wife man is a
firanger to neceflity. However fatisfied therefore he may be in himfelf;
he may ftill make ufe of a friend; nor does he a& againft principle, if he
defires more than one; not that he thereby may live happily, for he can be
happy without a friend. The_fummum bonum teeks not any external pro-
vifion, it is maintained within, and is entire in itfelf; if it leoks out for
any foreign acceflion, it becomes fubject to the caprice of forture. But
what fort of life muft a wife man lead, when, without a friend, he is calt
into prifon, or left deftitute in a foreign country, or is detained in a long:
voyage by contrary winds, or caft afhore upon a defert ifland? Why as.
Fupiter, (when, at the conflagration of the world, all the reft of the gods.

are:
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are confounded, in the wreck of nature,) will acquiefce in himfelf, taken
up entirely with his own ideas : fomewhat like this is a wife man difpofed,
through life: he is colleted within himfelf : there he dwells: and not-
withftanding, fo long a8 it is in his power, he orders, and bufies himfelf
with, worldly affairs, he is contented in himfelf; he marries a wife, flill
contented; he brings np his children, ftill contented; and perhaps had:
rather not live at all, than live without a companion : it is not however with:
a view to advantage, that invites him. to cultivate friendthip (), buta fort
of inftin&®, or natural inclination : there is a certain innate fwectnefs in:
friendthip; as folitude is. generally odious and diftafteful, the defire of’
fociety is pleafant and agreeable : as nature ingratiates man with man, fuch.
is our incitement to- friend(hip. The wife man however, though he proves
the moft affeQionate of friends, to fuch as he hath acquired, nay, though.
he equals, and fometimes prefers them to himfelf, yet terminates all good.
in himfelf, and afflumes the words of Stilpe (m); that Stilps, whom Epi--
curus here attacks in the Epiftle before me ;. and whom (when his country-
was taken, and he had loft his children, and his dearer wife, and had.
efcaped from the flames, alone; and yet feemed happy,) being afked by.
Demetrius Policrates (fo called from his having deftroyed many towns)-
whether he bad loff any thing ; No, fays he, all the goods I bave I carry with.
me. Behold atruly brave and great man;. he is viGorious over victory itfclf.
1 have loff notbing, fays he: he makes Demetrius even doubt of his conquett :.
Lcarry every thing with me, viz. juflice, virtue, temperance, prudence, and:
the difpofition, to think. nothing to be really good that can be taken from.
us. We admire fome animals in that they can pafs through fire without:
detriment: how much. more admirable is this philofopher, who without:
lofs or harm, made his way, through fire, fword, and ruin! You fee how.
much eafier it is to conquer a whol,e nation than one man.. :

The like noble fentimentand language holds the S#ic (n). e carrics
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