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PREFACE.

Tue work here offered, contains, it is believed, the .
first separate and regular treatise which has been pub-
lished in this country on the kindred subjects, the Dog,
Game, and the Gun; a portion being devoted to diseases
of the Dog,—an animal which, for sagacity and useful-
ness combined, deserves to stand alongside of the Horse,
in the front rank of domestic animals, if we con-
sider how much of healthful and pleasant recreation, as
well as security of property, we owe to his docility and
vigilance,—virtues which have won for him affection
and praise from illustrious men in all ages. For if
« Argus” died of joy at the return of Ulysses, did not a
« Boatswain” equally rejoice in the friendship of Byron?
Had not Cowper his “Beau” for a companion, and has
not Scott immortalized the name of Maida ! and, coming
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down to yet later times, and to men no less distinguished,
who, it may be asked, has read that delightful book,
«The Life of Lord Chancellor Eldon,” can fail to be
struck with its numerous anecdotes, illustrative of his
amiable fondness for dogs? How interesting his simple
story of the loss, and of the curious incidents connected
with the recovery of “ Pincher!” for whom he offered a
reward of five pounds sterling, and “ would sooner have
lost a thousand pounds, than to have lost him in that
way!” And then, how affecting the story of his beloved
son in his last moments, calling him back to his bedside
to say,—* Father, you will take care of poor Pincher,”—
for whom, it finally appears, the Lord Chancellor in his
will bequeathed as follows:—* To my favourite dog an
annuity of eight pounds, during life, to provide food for
the said dog.”

Where, in a word, let us ask, has man been found, in
the depths of the wilderness, or in cities “ proud with
spires and turrets crowned,” that the dog was not at
his side, all instinct with devotion to him and his family,
" and ready to expose his life in their defence? Snuffing.
the loafer in the tainted breeze, and wakeful to the most
stealthy approaches of the midnight robber, he gives
instant warning to his master to come on; while, with
all his native ferocity and recklessness of danger, he
flies himself at the felon’s throat? Shame, shame! then,
let us cry, on the man, if man he may be called, who
can bear, unmoved, to see a friend so faithful, a servant
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so submissive, falling an untimely victim to disease,
without wishing to know by what appliance he may be
relieved! And yet how often do we see high-bred and
valuable dogs devoured by mange, or broken down by
distemper, when a single dose of appropriate medicine,
as herein prescribed, would relieve and restore them !
The author has aimed to make this work complete
and acceptable, by the addition of brief instructions and
maxims for breeding, feeding, and breaking dogs of the
few families most in use in our country,—such as the
Pointer, Setter, Fox-Hound, the Water-Dog, the Terrier,
and the Shepherd’s Dog. These hints are taken from the
writings of himself or friends, in the early volumes of
the Turf Register, a fountain from which he felt at liberty
to draw the more freely as it was opened by himself;
while he as freely admits how much it has been im-
proved in the keeping of its present Editor, commonly’
yclep’d « The Tall Son of York.”
The spirited sketches of the nature and babits of the
Pheasant, Quail or Partridge, the Woodcock, Grouse,
" and Snipe, were furnished for another purpose by the
accomplished head of the Toppgraphical Bureau, Col.
A., and we hope he will excuse us for thus using them,
and for making this public acknowledgment of our ap-
preciation of the merits and good taste of what he con-
sidered trifles thrown off to fill up an idle hour.
In turning over, once more, the leaves of that old
volume, and associating, as only the editor can do, the



viii PREFACE.

real name and character of the various writers, with
their anonymous contributions, what pleasing, though
sometimes mournful, reminiscences are awakened. Six-
teen years have made sad havoc in the ranks of friends
and coadjutors, as vdistinguished for learning, scholarship,
wit, honour and all gentlemanly qualities, as ever volun-
teered to help along a new and doubtful literary enter-
prise.

When one thinks of the various fortune and fate of
those who then sent each hjs mite to the common feast ;
how time has destroyed some and scattered those whom
it has spared, it brings to remembrance, the answer of

"the *old man” to the congratulations of the Princess of
Abyssinia, on the pleasures which an evening walk must
give to a man of his age and learning. «Lady,” an-
swered he, “let the gay and the vigorous expect plea-
sure in their excursions, it is enough that age can obtain
ease; to me the world has lost its novelty : I look round
and see what I remember to have seen in happier days. .
I rest against a tree, and consider that in the same shade
I once disputed upon the annual overflow of the Nile,
with a friend who is now silent in the grave. I cast my
eyes upwards, fix them on the changing moon, and think
with pain on the vicissitudes of life.” '
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THE DOG.

CHAPTER L

BREEDING, FEEDING AND LODQING;

Recall the traveller, whose altered form

Has borne the buffet of the mountain storm ;

And who will first his fond impatience meet?_

His faithful dog ’s already at his feet!

Yes ; though the porter spurn him from the door,

Though all that knew him know his face no more,

His faithful dog shall tell his joy to each

With that mute eloquence which passeth speech.
Roczrs.

Doecs, in common with all domestic animals, require
crossing after the second generation. This is the more
necessary in the case of domesticated animals, because,
otherwise, the work of procreation would often be effected
by those of inferior physical and spiritual endowments,
and degg¢neracy would _naturally follow; an evil less
apt to oceur among animals in their wild state, because
there the favours of the female are fought for with mortal
fierceness, and are generally. engrossed by the most
spirited and powerful. Hence no striking and general

2
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deterioration takes place. The lion, the bear, the wolf,
the tiger, and the deer, are the same now, in colour,
form, size and vigour, that they have ever been. The
male which this year establishes and monopolises, each
to himself, his harem, or his particular mate, by sheer
superiority of courage and strength combined, is gene-
rally obliged to yield his envied privileges, the ensuing
season, to others who follow him, in the vigour of youth,
with higher physical capacity; so that nature herself
provides against too much breeding “in and in” and
the deteriorating consequences of incestuous intercourse !
But where animals have come under subjection to social
uses, and the art of man, it becomes necessary to manage
the business of procreation with the greatest skill, having
the strictest reference to those finer qualities in the parent
which it is desired shall predominate in the progeny. It
was great tact and perseverance in this department
which, in England, won enviable renown for Bakewell,
Ellman, and the Collingses, and other eminent breeders
of sheep and cattle. The following hints on the breeding
and feeding of dogs were derived by the Editor, chiefly
from his late lamented ‘friend, Doctor Smith, of the U.
S. A., the accomplished authority elsewhere relied on
and referred to.

In: crossing, difference of form should be carefully
observed. Colour is of little consequence, if we except
the ease with which the eye can detect one more than
another in covered grounds; and hence, for field sports,
white should predominate when it is practicable. The
pups of a well trained slut, and one that has been
hunted during the greater part of gestation, are,—cateras
paribus,—better than others. A deep sympathy exists
between the parent and her offspring, and, although to
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us mysterious, yet nature speaks intelligibly; and we
should not be indifferent to her admonitions. Care should
be taken to prevent, especially in the first season of
sexual passion, any dog of inferior, or different blood,
from having access to the slut. An extraordinary case
of what is, we believe, termed superfetation, once oc-
curred with a beautiful coach-dog slut, Annette, sent to
the editor by the late much esteemed Gorham Parsons,
of Byfield, (then of Brighton, Mass.) Her virgin em-
braces were yielded to the stealthy solicitations of a
large coarsely formed white dog, with dlack ears; and,
in every succeeding litter, though all else were like her-
self, and her paramour, Lubin; to wit: leopardlike,
beautifully spotted, there was always one pup marked
_ with his black ears, and otherwise resembling the beastly
dog to which she was first, accidentally prostituted. It
was also remarked by Mr. Parsons that, in every litter
of the dam of these dogs there was one born deaf.

A more remarkable instance of the effect of imagina-
tion, and the passion of love, with dogs, is related by the
late Doctor Hugh Smith of England. As he was travel-
ling from Midhurst into Hampshire, the dogs, as usual,
in country places, ran out barking as he was passing
through the village; and amongst them he observed a
little ugly cur that was particularly eager to ingrdtiate
himself with a setter bitch that accompanied him.
- While stopping to water his horse, he remarked how
amorous the cur continued, and how courteous the setter
continued to her admirer. Provoked to see a creature
of Dido’s high blood so obsequious to such mean ad-
dresses, the Doctor drew one of his pistols, and shot the
cur. He then had the bitch carried on horseback for
several miles. From that day, however, she lost her
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appetite ; ate little or nothing ; had no inclination to go
abroad with her master, or to attend to his call; but
seemed to pine like a creature in love, and express sen-
sible concern for the loss of her gallant. Partridge
season came: but Dido had no nose. Sometime after
she wag put to a setter of great excellence, which had,
with great difficulty, been procured for the purpose; yet
not a puppy did Dido bring forth which was not the
-picture and colour of the cur that the Doctor had, many
months before destroyed ; and, in many subsequent litters
Dido never produced a whelp that was not exactly simi-
lar to the unfortunate cur already mentioned.

When selecting a pup consult the form. If the father
be esteemed the better of the two parents, choose after
his points even should the colour resemble the mother,
and vice versa.

It is taken for granted that no reflecting sportsman
will rear a dog, whose pedigree he has not full assur-
ance was perfectly free from all impurity; but, whether
Pointer or Setter, the blood should be exclusively con-
Jined to their respective classes, devoid of any mixture,
or cross, the one with the other! When a choice has
been made, remove the pup from the mother.as soon as
it will lap milk freely. This will prevent infantine
disease of the skin, so readily induced by numbers com-
bating together in a crowded and too frequently a dirty
kennel. I have many times, says Dr. S., seen blotches
contracted from this cause, which were difficult to re-
move, and some of them ultimating in mange.

Food and Lodging.—These contribute,largely to future
health and usefulness. Vegetable food should prepon-
derate until an age is acquired when the dog is to take
the field. After three months a small quantity of well-
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boiled fresh meat, once a day, will generally prevent
worms. But a solid meat diet will create plethora, a
bountiful source of membranous diseases of the mouth
and nose, mange, distemper and madness. Boiled Indian
corn meal is the best, apd cheapest vegetable we can
use. Bones are destructive to the teeth, and contain
little nutriment. I have, (then 1831,) two Pointers, now
ten years of age. One of them was given me when
five years old. The other I reared myself. The given
dog has no teeth above the gums: the other has a full
and perfect set. This great advantage has been obtained
by a proper attention to the selection of his food. After
mature age (fifteen months), a generous daily allowance
of beef, boiled with vegetables, (potatoes, beans and
cabbage,) will be advisable. These articles, always .
at command, are cheap and wholesome; and will be
eaten freely. They keep the bawels soluble, prevent
worms, prolapsi and piles. On days of sporting, a little
raw meat before “ going out” will be better than a full
meal of the usual aliments. Full feeding, after the exer-
cises of /the day, will never be omitted by a just master.
Mutton, for obvious reasons, should never be given to
any dog, even if it could be procured free of cost.

An ample, weather-proof board house, having a mov-’
able top, with hay, straw or shavings, as a bed, should
constitute the only lodging. Even during cold weather
sleeping in dwelling houses, or any approach to fires,
must be prohibited. The bed litter should be renewed
frequently, and the kennel whitewashed within and with-
out, quarterly. o

No man deserves to have a good dog who will not be
mindful of his comfort as well as his health. A good
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substantial kennel may be built at a very trifling expense ;
large enough for as many dogs, as any gentleman in
this country ought to keep—even for five or six couple
of hounds. The rules laid down by Somerville, as to
situation and exposure for the kennel are worthy of
attention.

« Upon some little eminence erect, -
And fronting to the ruddy dawn; its courts
On either hand, wide opening to receive
The suns all cheering beams, when mild he shines
And gilds the mountain tops.”

And again he says—

“Q'r all let cleanliness preside, no scraps
Bestrew the pavement, and no half-pick’d bones
To kindle fierce debate, or to disgust
That nicer sense, on which the sportsman’s hope
And all his future triumphs must depend.”

I knew, adds Doctor S., a noble, well-trained Pointer
destroyed in his fourth year by permitting him to lay on
a hearth rug, before a fire, during the winter. Early"
in March he was on the marshes, after snipe; and by
reason of his tenderness, contracted a regular intermit-
tent, which continued till midsummer. Under one of
the paroxysms he was pursued and slain as a mad dog,
by ruffians who were unworthy to clean his kennel; and
that too in spite of benevolent and earnest protestations
of his innocence by a friendly neighbour.

There is a strong tendency in the skins of all young
dogs to disease, requiring particular counteracting atten-
tions; the most certain of which consist in ablution
with warm soap suds, followed by the use of a fine
comb. This washing and combing, often repeated,
during the first six months, is attended with astonishing
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‘benefits, which continue through life. During this early
period no personal familiarities are required, beyond an
occasional caress. .

The period of gestation with the bitch is sixty-three
days; and her pups are whelped and remain blind ten
days. The question has been much mooted among
naturalists whether the wolf is, or is not, the original
type of the canis familiaris, or domestic dog. It is not
the design of these mere notes to go into a discussion of
that question.



CHAPTER IL

THE POINTER AND SETTER.

“ See how the well-taught Setter leads the way,
The scent grows warm ; he stops ; he springs the prey ;
The fluttering coveys from the stubble rise,
And on swift wing divide the sounding skies.
The scattering lead pursues the certain sight ;
And death, in thunder, overtakes their flight.”

SeorTiNG books and journals abound in essays and in-
structions on the training and use of these high-spirited
and intellectual branches of the canine family. We shall
adopt, chiefly, in what we are about to say of them the
advice and maxims of a friend, who begins with suggest-
ing, that for a well-bred dog, (and no true sportsman will
knowingly, trouble himself with any other,) the only
breaking necessary, in the beginning, is to make him
obey. After that his education is 1o be acquired by
exercise in the field; and, of this, the Pointer, and yet
more the Setter and the Fox hound, cannot well have
too much.

The very first lesson to be taught a young dog, and
what should be deemed a sine qua non, is absolute pro-
hibition against springing up and resting the feet against
the person. Much perseverance and patience will be
required to prevent this bad habit, and yet preserve,
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between master and dog, a proper degree of kindness
and respect. But, patience will do it, in every case, and
the result will save to both, much serious vexation.

The young dog is generally taught to fetch; and this
is most easily done at from 'six to ten months old; and,
in some cases, even much sooner. Some sportsmen, ,
however, prefer to omit this lesson in their instructions;
contending that by being taught to fetch dead game, he
becomes apt to “break shot,” and flush the remaining
birds.

We should, however, prefer to have him taught to
fetch; and the plan recommended is to cover a bone
with a cloth, which prevents him from biting it, while
it retains a scent which enables him to find, and induces
him to take hold of it. 'Then, by throwing it from you,
he begins to play with and fetch it; and this may be
eventually taught as a lesson, and enforced as a duty.
You may now proceed to command him to fetch dead
birds, without the danger of his mouthing them, as is
generally the case when they are taught to fetch a soft
substance. The pointing of a dead bird is not deemed.
necessary.

The best way to teach a dog to “come in,” and
which may be done in a few lessons, is to attach to his
collar a cord of about twenty feet, which prevents him
from running away, and which he should be induced to
attempt, to prove to him the difficulty of escape, and
break him to come in under the whip; at the same time
studying his disposition, and chastising him in modera-
tion. When a dog is thus far broken the greatest diffi-
culty is over. His education is to be finished in the field
by killing game over him.

The most simple words are to be used; and, as on
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ship-board, as few as possible. Such as “hie away,”
when desired to go on. « Take care,” “ gently,” « softly
boy,” when he seems excited, and too eager on the scent.
“Toho,” in a strong full voice, when he ison a point, as
a caution to him to be steady. And, when far off, hold
up the hand; and, in case he flushes his bird, he should
be sharply spoken to, or slightly whipped. ¢ Hold up,”
when the dog is raking, or running with his nose to the
ground, on a seent. The dog which carries his head
highest will always find the most game, to say nothing
of finding it in the handsomest style.

“ Down charge” for him to lie down, wherever he is,
when the gun is discharged. Strict obedience in this is
absolutely required. ¢ Hie fetch” is the command to
look for the dead bird. “To heel” when you would
have the dog walk behind you; and, finally, the words
“come in” when he is near; or a whistle when at a
distance.. :

Instant attention to a call or whistle should be en-
grafted on his very nature, so that the slightest indif-
- ference to it should be deemed an audacity and receive
commensurate punishment.

A dog should be taught to hunt to the right and left,
and to quarter his ground, by a wave of the hand in the
direction you wish him to go; and generally be hunted
against the wind ; but a well-bred dog will generally do
so without any intimation from his master.

If when birds are found, any change of situation is
made by the finding dog, it is certain that the birds are
on foot ; and any advance at that juncture will be prema-
ture. A few moments’ patience at that time will enable
the whole quarry to be embodied, procuring a fine flush.
The birds in their flight from this position, thus brought
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together, will be more compact, take a similar direction
to cover; and more of them can, consequently be re-
covered in a shorter space of time. At the moment of
rise, as the object is not quantity, but sport, select a single
bird for the first shot, and the nearest after that for the
second barrel. As soon as the firing ceases apply the
call instantly, and exclaim, with determined energy,
“down charge;” and, without moving, calmly reload.
If there is any motion it must be exclusively to enforce
the command of down charge. A glance of the eye
will discover whither the covey have taken refuge.

It is a maxim in hunting never to allow a dog to run
ahead of another in a point, but either make him dack,
or come in o heel. Besides the danger of flushing your
game, it would be permitting an unfair advantage to be
taken of the dog doing his duty in the lead, of both
which a dog of nice sensibility will show himself to be
conscious. -

It happened, some years since, that a party was out,
near Old Point Comfort, in Virginia, with a fine Pointer
. belonging to Mr. A——. A small Terrier had accom-
panied them, and whenever the Pointer would take his
stand, the Terrier would rush by him, and put up the
birds. Repeating this vexatious, ungentlemanly conduct
several times, the Pointer was seen to grow impatient.
. At last, having found another bevy, as the Terrier at-
tempted to pass him, the Pointer seized him, and placing
his fore paws on him, held him fast, growling to keep
him quiet, and maintaining his point until the sportsmen
came up. '

Always carry a whip, but never get in a passion !
Wi thout a whip a great many faults are passed over
that otherwise would have been corrected ; and the dog,
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at last, beconies absolutely vicious. Some think it not
wrong for a dog to chase a wounded bird, when desired
to fetch, provided he is in command. But the better
way is to shoot the bird again. A dog should never be
allowed to hunt out of hearing, or, unless near you, to
cross a fence

This is esteemed, for common field sport, in this
country, the only breaking necessary for a well-bred
dog; -and none should be trained, as aforesaid, whose
pedigree is not as clear, and free from spot, as that of
Sir Archy himself.

Some dogs show no great disposition to hunt till three
or four years old. The late Doctor Smith, as keen and
accomplished a sportsman as ever pulled a trigger, and
from whom we derived in totidem verbis most of these
hints, told us that he once had a dog four years old, who
never pomted till he was past two, and at four was the
most promising dog he ever owned.

It teaches that much patience should be used, and
.much time taken, before we abandon to his bad habits,
a dog of good family ; just as many a father has lost a
noble son by not bearing a little longer with his indiscre- '
tions. 'Then it is that a kind mother’s intense affection

‘sometimes steps in to plead for, and if need be, like the
king of birds, «offering their own lives in their youngs’
defence.” '

Men differ in their tastes about dogs as well as about
wine, and’ other things. Some prefer the PoiNTER;
others the Serter. The difference between them is
* thus briefly described by good authority. The Pointer
and the Setter, though used for the same purpose, offer
individually a very different object for contemplation,
either as regards their external appearance, or their"
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mode of questing game. The Setter is fleeter than the
Pointer; and, as his feet are small and much protected
by hair, he has a decided advantage on hard ground, or
in frosty weather. But, at the commencement of the
shooting season, when the weather is oppressively hot,
he suffers more from thirst than the Pointer, arising, no
doubt, from his long, thick, and warm coat of hair,
which, though extremely convenient in cold weather,
nevertheless exposes this generous animal to great in-
convenience during the intense heat of the month of
August, particularly on mountains where water is seldom
to be met with. On the whole the Setter is a hardy,
high-spirited animal; but he is often found troublesome
to break, and can only be kept steady by incessant prac-
tice; backed, but too frequently by severe correction.
For those who follow the diversion very ardently, the
Setter will generally be found a valuable acquisition;
but those who enjoy the fascinating amusement only oc-
casionally, will find more satisfaction in the more steady
and better regulated temper and exertions of the Pointer.

We may add here again, the remarks of the late S. B.
Smith, M. D., of the United States Army, who gave de-
cided preference to the Pointer. “I have noticed a fault
of a generic character, and consequently irremediable,
in Setters. It is an inability to run long, in hot weather,
without free access to-water. This, taken in conjunc-
tion with his difficult temper, determined me in favor of
the Pointer.”

To illustrate the sagacity of both of those superb speci-
mens of the canine race, as well as the interesting and
beautiful, not to say intellectual character of their per-
formance, we must take room to record the following
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anecdotes, related to the writer by a friend, and duly
registered at the time. ‘

In hunting after grouse, in New Jersey, rather late in
the season, when birds are difficult to find, we had two
Setters in the field. It was observed that one would cast
off and range wide in the field; while the other kept
within range of the first, and nearer to the sportsmen.
After an hour or two, the outranging dog would come
in, and the other would cast off and range wide, while
the first hunted near; and this alternate changing of posi-
tion, and ranging close or wide, was maintained by the
dogs for the greater part of the day, of their own con-
sideration and instin¥®, without signal from their master.
At last, towards evening, their industry and sagacity
were rewarded by the outer dog’s striking the trail of a
small pack, which was immediately observed by the
inner dog, who closed upon the other; and both dogs,
after a beautiful trail upon their bellies, side by side, for
nearly a quarter of a mile, as the birds kept moving,
brought up upon a fine set, and left the rest of the duty
to the sportsmen.

In another instance, but with different dogs, the birds
could not be made to stop, but kept rapidly travelling
before the dogs as they frequently do late in the season.
After a long and ineffectual trail in this way, one of the
dogs, a remarkably fine Pointer, cast himself off from
the rest, and making a wide range over the plain, whirled,
and came up in front of the birds. This manoeuvre
had its desired effect. The birds stopped; the other
dogs soon closed, and the birds were on a squat between
them, all the dogs on & point. The sportsmen coming
up soon, the birds were flushed, and ample work made
with the pack. For brilliant actions like these, Bona-
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parte was wont to knight his generals on the field of
_ battle, as for instance, Davoust on the field of Wagram.

But one of the most extraordinary evidences of the
reasoning power of dogs, happened as we have been
credibly informed with a- pointer dog, property of Mr.
Peyton Randolph, of Virginia. Under his master’s
orders, when a hare was shot in the field, he would take
charge of it and deliver it over honestly and faithfully as
directed to the cook; but, he would then retire out of
view, and seize the first opportunity, in the absence of
the cook, to sted¥ it, and go off and bury it, for his own
use, at a convenient season. ¢

“

let cavillers deny

That brutes have reason ; sure tis something more :
*Tis Heaven directs, and stratagems inspire,
Beyond the short extent of human thought.”



CHAPTER IIL
THE NEWFOUNDLAND AND CHESAPEAKE BAY WATER-DOG.

THERE is yet another dog, which, in these sketches,
brief and imperfect as they are, should not be overlooked,
as his whole life is one of devotion to the will and plea-
sure of his master. We allude to the NEwFouNDLAND;
or, to speak with stricter reference to the kind of dog
in common use at the pretent day, the Chesapeake Bay
water-dog. The original Newfoundland, has gotten to
be much mixed in blood, by carelessness in breeding;
yet much remains which is uniformly characteristic of
the original stock, in respect of figure, size, colour and
texture of coat. Hence the choice specimens of the
water-dog, as he is yet to be found on the waters of the
Chesapeake, in promptness to attempt, and vigour to
execute all the purposes for which Providence designed
- him, are fully equal to every emergency. As to their

stock, besides the best of them being still red, or black,
there are other reasons for assuming that those most
esteemed have descended from, and still partake dis-
tinctly of the blood and traits of a pair of these colours,
brought directly, male and female, from Newfoundland
to Maryland, nearly forty years ago. Of that importa-
.tion we are glad to have it in our power to preserve the
following authentic memoir, furnished, at our instance,
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by the importer himself, a gentleman who passesses, as
all his friends know, an instinctive fondness for good
dogs, and good deeds!

“ Baltimore, Maryland,
January 7th, 1845.

« My pEAR Sir,—In the fall of 1807 I was on board
of the ship Canton, belonging to my uncle, the late Hugh
Thompson, of Baltimore, when we fell in, at sea, near
the termination of & very heavy equinoctial gale, with
an English brig in a sinking condition, and took off the
crew. The brig was loaded with cod-fish, and was
bound to Poole, in England, from Newfoundland. I
‘boarded her, in command of a boat from the Canton,
which was sent to take off the English crew, the brig’s
own boats having been all swept away, and her crew
in a state of intoxication. I found on board of her two
Newfoundland pups, male and female, which I saved,
and subsequently, on our landing the English crew at
Norfolk, our own destination being Baltimore, I pur-
chased these two pups of the English captain for a
guinea apiece. Being bound again to sea, I gave the
dog pup, which was called Sailor, to Mr. John Mercer,
of West River; and the slut pup, which was called
Canton, to Doctor James Stewart, of Sparrow’s Point.
The history which the English captain gave me of these
pups was, that the owner of his brig was extensively
engaged in the Newfoundland trade, and had directed
his correspondent to select and send him a pair of pups
of the most approved Newfoundland breed, but of dif-
ferent families, and that the pair I purchased of him
were selected under this order. The dog was of a dingy

3
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red colour; and the slut black. They were not large;
their hair was short, but very thick-coated; they had
dew claws. Both attained great reputation as water-
dogs. They were most sagacious in every thing; par- .
ticularly so in all duties connected with duck-shooting.
Governor Lloyd exchanged a merino ram for the dog,
at the time of the merino fever, when such rams were
selling for many hundfed dollars, and took him over to
his estate on the eastern shore of Maryland, where his
progeny were well known for many years after; and
may still be known there, and on the western shore, as
the Sailor breed. The slut remained at Sparrow’s Point
till her death, and her progeny were and are still well
known, through Patapsco Neck, on the Gunpowder, and
ap the bay, amongst the duck-shooters, as unsurpassed
for their purposes. I have heard both Doctor Stewart
and Mr. Mercer relate most extraordinary instances of
‘the sagacity and performance of both dog and slut, and
‘would refer you to their friends for such particulars as I
-am unable, at this distance of time, to recollect with
:sufficient accuracy to repeat.
- “ Yours, in haste,
% GeorGkE Law.”

‘On inquiry since the date of the above, of Mr. Mercer,
-and of Dr. J. Stewart, it is ascertained qf the former, who
owned Sailor, that- «“ he was of fine size and figure—
lofty in his carriage, and built for strength and activity ;
temarkably muscular and broad across the hips and
‘breast ; head large, but not out of proportion; muzzle
rather longer than is common with that race of dogs;
his colour a dingy red, with some white on the face and
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breast; his coat short and smooth, but uncommonly thick,
and more like a coarse fur than hair ; tail full, with long
hair, and always carried very high. His eyes were
very peculiar: they were so light as to have almost an
unnatural appearance, something resembling what is
termed a wall eye, in a horse ; and it is remarkable, that
in a visit which I made to the Eastern Shore, nearly

_twenty years after he was sent there, in a sloop which
had been sent expressly for him, to West River, by Go-
vernor Lloyd, I saw many of his descendants who were
marked with this peculiarity.”

Does it not seem to be characteristic of the best water-
dogs, that like the eagle and the owl, the lion and the
cat, and other birds and beasts of prey, whose condition
and habits require extraordinary powers of vision, as
does the dog when swimming in pursuit of ducks at a
great distance, that they should have eyes of a yellow,
or at least of an uncommon, not black colour?

In consideration of his uncommon sagacity, the good
deeds he performed, and the good blood he transmitted,
Sailor yet well deserves to have his burial-spot, if to be
found, distinguished by the epitaph prepared by Lord
Chancellor Eldon for his favourite dog Ceesar. With an
alteration of a few words, it might well have been said
for him,—

You who wander hither,
Pass not unheeded
This spot, where poor Sailor

Is deposited. .

He was born of Newfoundland parents;
His vigilance during many years
‘Was the safeguard of Cedar Point.
His talents and manners were long
The amusement and delight
Of those who resorted to it.
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Of his unshaken fidelity,
Of his cordial attachment
To his master and his family,
"A just conception cannot
Be conveyed by language,
Or formed but by those
Who intimately knew bim.”

Were old Varnell (the trusted servant and duck-
shooter of that venerable and high-spirited patriot, Doctor
J. Stewart,) still alive, he could relate many most extra-
ordinary feats performed by Canton, at Sparrow s Point.
She surpassed her species generally in unrivalled devo-
tion to the water, and to the sport of ducking, as carried
on by the old Doctor’s coloured man, Varnell, with his -
murderous swivel gun! Her patience and endurance
of fatigue were almost incredible, and her performances
would be best illustrated by taking down from the old
Doctor, and others, who remember them, the facts of
her fights with wounded swans, after pursuing them in
the water for miles. Also her extraordinary pursuit of
wounded  ducks, amongst rotten and floating ice, and
sometimes in fogs and darkness. On one occasion she
brought out 22 or 23 ducks, all killed or wounded by
Varnell at a single shot. A good deal of time was lost in
pursuing these wounded ducks, and at the close of this
pursuit, it being then dark, Varnell gave up the slut as
lost, so many hours had she been engaged in bringing
out her game ; but after Varnell had sorrowfully turned
his face homewards, she overtook him with one or two
ducks in her mouth; and the old Doctor remembers
hearing Varnell say, that at one time, when she was
most fatigued, she climbed on a cake of floating ice, and
after resting herself on it, she renewed her pursuit of
the ducks.
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One of the most knowing dogs of this breed, belonging
to a favourite servant, who being carpenter and duck-
shooter for his master, Mr. Fielding Lewis, on James
River, deserves to be mentioned, though we regret not
to have his name. His owner could at any time send
him home from the woods for any tool in his ¢ chest.”
He would give him the key and tell him to go home
and bring his saw, for instance. The carpenter’s wife
would open the chest and the dog pick out and carry
the tool he was sent for. He would even go home at
command, and take from the corner a “chunk of fire,”
when he could pull out one that he could carry without
burning himself, and practised that duty commonly, until
Mr. Lewis saw him one day going with it on a path
which had led through the barn-yard, and so forbid him
ever being ordered again on that hazardous service.

The best living specimen of her stock, probably, is
DrakE, a sorrel-coloured dog, with yellow eyes, now
aged, the property of Mr. Harrison, of Baltimore, and
pronounced by Mr. Thorndike, high authority in such
cases, the best dog he ever saw. The portrait at the
head of this sketch is said to represent his form. All
advantage should be taken, while yet he lives, to pre-
serve his blood, when subjects worthy of his embraces
can be found.

In their descendants, even to the present remote gene-
ration, the fine qualities of the original pair are conspi-
cuously preserved, in spite of occasional stains of inferior
blood. As public morals are influenced by forms of
government, and the principles and manners of men in
high authority ; and the coat of wool-bearing animals is
affected by food and climate, so local wants and circum-
stances will modify the breeds of dogs. And no theatre,
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it will be admitted, can excel that of the Chesapeake
and its noble tributaries, for the developement of the high
qualities of the water-dog. He of Newfoundland, trans-
ported there, finds himself, as it were, in his native
element.

It is, by the by, but an act of justice to all that tide-
water portion of Virginia and Maryland,~—the cradle of
a1l the sons to whom they owe their ancient renown,—
to protest, en passant, that while no district on the habit-
able globe excels it for excellence and variety of natural
productions, whether of fruit or vegetable, fish or fowl,
our naturalists have, for the most part, passed it by as if
it were a desert waste, or lagoon, exhaling the malaria
of the Pontine marshes. Even our birds, whether of
land or water, of brilliant plumage or melodious song,
that claim our rivers and forests as their native home,
or favourite resort, attaining therein their highest per-
fection, have been either overlooked, or, if described,
associated with other localities, in themselves less attrac-
tive and bountiful, and far less congenial to these charm-
ing inhabitants of our woods and waters. But, to return
to the water-dog, There is one now (Leo) at Maxwell’s
Point, on the Gunpowder River, in Maryland, a descen-
dant of Sailor, through a slut pup of his, (given'to Mr.
Ricketts’ father by Doctor A. Thomas,) who deserves to
be named as a noble specimen of his tribe; for, he can
“swim as far, dive as deep, stay down as long, and
come up as dry,” as any dog in all Newfoundland. Leo
is the property,—we should rather say, the companion
and friend,—of Mr. Ricketts “of that ilk;” himself
every inch a sportsman, one who, as to every game-bird
that “pature hath taught to dip its wing in water,”
knows where to ﬁnd how to kill, and, what’s more, how
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to cook and eat it as a gentleman showld! But it’s of his
dog we would be speaking. Leo stands in height from 20
to 22 inches; black, with a small white spot in his breast,
and a little white on each foot; his eyes, again, yellow!
His form is something after the model of the Setter,
without  his feathery tail, or the smooth one of the
Pointer; not so deep in the chest as the Setter; but
rounder in his body, and larger in the neck ;-with his
ear smaller, and more set up, and the tips of them turn--
ing down. His hair not exactly long, yet further from
being short; witha woolly under-jacket to protect his
skin from the water; for he has often to make his way
through the ice. Such is the personnel of I.eo—a dog

“ Whose honest heart is still his master’s own,
Who labours, fights, lives, breathes for him alone.”

Many anecdotes might be related in proof of his rea-
soning powers ; but we have room only to add, in general
terms, that he comes fully up to the line of his duty. Of
how few bipeds can we say as much? When ducks are
passing over he takes his stand with his master, his fore
feet resting on the blind, and, still as a mouse, he watches
not the gun, nor any thing but the game as it approaches;
and listening to hear the shot strike, the moment a duck
is seen to falter in its flight, as it falls, the good dog
plunges in the river like a ball from a cannon, and,
from whatever distance, brings the duck and lays it at
the feet of his master. He has been known to bring out
as many as three at a time; and has the sagacity, when
some are only crippled, and in danger of being lost, to
give to them first a finishing grip, leaving such as are
stone dead to be secured at leisure. When a duck dives
. to escapc him, it is curious to see how he will stand
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erect, head and shoulders out of water, watching in all
directions for its reappearance. Such are the offices,
such the achievements of the high-bred water-dog of the:
Chesapeake Bay, and the noble estuaries that commingle:
in its bosom.

On breaking the water-dog, little need be said; for,
like Dogberry’s reading and writing, his education
“comes by nature.” In his infancy he may be taught
to bring a glove and lay it down at your feet as he
should do; and, by practice, the comprehension and ful-
filment of his various duties will soon follow. He will
be found, with judicious encouragement and exercise of
authority, more docile than a child. They have been
known, at four months old, to fetch a duck; but, lest the
constitution be impaired, he should not be put too early
at hard service.
~ As to Mazwells Point! there is some consolation in
knowing that in this wide world of ours, abounding so
much—in debt and cold water,—there is yet one point of
land left where gentlemen can meet gentlemen, to go forth
at early dawn, with each his fine “ stub” or “ wire twist”
John or Jo.Manton, of inch calibre, and four feet three
inches in the barrel; and if among them any dispute
happen about whose duck it is, a challenge is passed, and
promptly accepted, to meet and settle all differences
across the table that afternoon, with implements that,
though they go off with a pop, serve only, for the mo-
ment, to raise the spirits of the parties, and do no
damage that is not soon cured with a few doses of
Johnston’s Sherry, or Doctor Lee’s “ ether Mad.”

P. S. How to cook a canvass-back.—~Take it, as soon
after the “leaden messenger” brings it down, as possible,
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even while it is yet warm, if it can be so, and cook it ina
tin kitchen,” turning and basting it frequently with a
gravy, composed in the bottom of the oven, with a little
water and a grain of salt, and its own drippings. The
fire should be a brisk one, (hickory the best,) so that it
may be done “to a turn” in twenty-five, or at most
thirty minutes. Serve it up immediately, in its own
gravy, with a dish of nice, well-boiled (and then fried)
milk-white kominy ; and then, if it may so happen, with
Cadwallader’s old “butler” at your elbow, if such fare
do not

“ Raze out the written troubles of the brain,”

and dispose the partaker “to love his neighbour as him-
self,” and thank Providence for all his bounties,

“Oh bear him to some distant shore,
Some solitary cell,
‘Where none bat savage monsters roar,
‘Where love ne’er deigns to dwell.”

In the midst of such temptations, even the incompar-
able Willard, of the City Hotel, who never was known
to forget any thing, mxght be excused for—forgetting
himself.



CHAPTER IV.

- FOX-HOUNDS AND FOX-HUNTING.

“For my own part, I intend to hunt twice a week, during my stay
with Sir Roger ; and shall prescribe the moderate use of this exercise to
all my country friends, as the best physic for mending a bad constitu-
tion, and preserving a good one.”—SpEcTATOR.

Or all the field sports the ckase may be regarded as
the most magnificent; and we suppose it may be seen in
its most perfect style at MeLTox Mowsray, in England ;
whether we refer to the dashing scarlet and the beauti-
ful green uniform of the hunt,—the reckless daring of
the rider,—the high form and finish of the hunter,—the
practised skill of the huntsman,—the number and tip-top
condition of his pack,—or, lastly, to the fine open coun-
try for the line of chase. All combine to display the
athletic manly form, physical capacity and game spirit
of man, horse and dog, to the greatest possible advan-
tage, making the most splendid exhibition of rural enjoy-
ment that the imagination can conceive, or the heart of
man enjoy. How it is, we cannot so easily describe; but
there is certainly, as the Frenchman says, a je ne scai
quot of excitement, a sort of hallucination, about the
chase, that borders on madness, delightful madness! be-
ginning with the mount, kindling as you ride to cover,
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fairly taking fire at the first challenge, when some well-
known old truth-teller strikes the trail, and swelling as
the cry increases, truly to a “ whirlwind of. emotion;”
when, at last, it tells you “the game is up,” and Rey-
nard is “tally ho’d” as he slyly breaks cover down the
" wind; the fit of ecstacy sometimes remaining on, until,
peradventure, without a check, the echoing horn almost
too soon announces  the death !” But we dare not trust
imagination, memory, or pen upon the subject. A few
practical suggestions is all that is permitted us. The
reader is not to consider us as here making any preten-
sions to a regular work on the natural history and varie-
ties of the fox-hound, or his peculiar game.

Long after Shakspeare’s time, his description of Hip-
politas’s dogs, their music and style of action, was still
applicable to the fox-hound then in use.

“ My hounds are bred out of the Spartan kind,
So flew'd, so sanded ; and their heads are hung
With ears that sweep away the morning dew;
Crook-kneed, and dewlapped like Thessalian bulls.
Slow in pursuit, but matched in mouth like bells,
Each under each; a cry more tuneable
‘Was never halloo'd to, nor cheer’d with horn,
In Crete, in Sparta, nor in Thessaly.”

Then it took the old short-legged Talbot hound a
whole day to kill his game. Reynard was worried
down, rather than run into, as now. But we are not
sure that in this case, more than in some others, change
is synonymous with improvement. The modern hound,
of shorter ear, and higher form, and chopping note, may
be said to “put the issue on a brush,” running with a
speed that could not be followed, had not a correspond-
ing ehange been effected in the hunter by the infusion of

‘
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more blood. Instead of dwelling, as formerly, at every
loss, and circling backward, to make it off, the pack,
spreading, forward at the instant, like the ribs of a lady’s
fan, and moving all ahead, “hit it off” again almost
before it is lost, keeping the chase always afoot. - Thus
the most gallant fox is sometimes blown and heart-broken,
in the very burst, without one chance to rest, and roll,
and listen and recruit, in hope of escape from his ruth-
less pursuers.

Advanced as England is in science, in art, and in
arms, the accomplishments of the well-bred Englishman
are no where more conspicuous than in his enjoyment of
field sports, and the magnificence of all the appointments
thereunto appertaining. But the elegant leisure of the
aristocratic sportsman of that monarchy, with their ex-
pensive and perfect fixtures and conveniences, are not to
be realized or expected in our own “hard-fisted demo-
cracy.” Prudence prescribes, and necessity enforces
more simple and economical arrangements for every

. species of field amusement; and to that consideration we
must conform in these brief practical hints for American
sportsmen. ’

. The first thing to be attended to with young dogs of
all kinds is, to make them know their names well, and to
answer to them, before training ; and for this they should
be rewarded. After hounds have learned to follow, they
should be coupled, and led often out among sheep, and
carefully taught that of all things a sheep is the most
sacred, too much so even to be looked at! « A cat may
look upon a king ;” but a dog must never look at a sheep;
for, if he once tastes of its blood, like a married man (as
it is said) who once goes astray, there will always be
danger on that point, as long as your dogs can wag a
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tail. Bring up your dog, as well as your child, in the
way it should walk. Young hounds will be more tract-
able and attentive if often taken out by people who are
on foot. They should always be “entered” or broken
at their own game. If broken, as some break them, to
hares, it imposes the necessity of breaking them over
‘again, just as children, foolishly indulged, and sometimes
- even encouraged, in speaking ungrammatically, and
otherwise behaving naughtily, require to be untaught
and reinstructed, the former often proving the more dif-
ficult task of the two.

Close attention to shape is as necessary in the hound
‘as in the hunter, to insure both speed and lastingness
proportioned to the work which an old red fox is sure to
cut out for them. «Let his legs,” says Beckford, “be
straight as arrows; his feet round, and not too large;
his chest deep, and back broad ; his head small; his neck
thin; his tail thick and brushy; if he carries it well, so
much the better.” A small head is more comely, but we
should not object to a large head in a hound, especially
in that part of it where the power of smell is located.

If, in company with an old hound or two to teach

them, fox cubs could be turned out to young dogs, it

would materially advance their education. Having been,
in this way, blooded to their true game, it will afterwards
be more difficult to repress than excite their ardour.
Every means of encouragement should be used in the
early stages of the training of the fox-hound ; and punish-
ment should not be administered till after they have made
some progress, for fear of nipping a good plant in the
bud. In flogging, the voice should be used at the same
time, to indicate and impress deeply on his mind the
nature of the offence committed, as ¢ ware rabbit,”’~—
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“ ware sheep,” so that whenever he sees hare or sheep,
the lash may ever be associated in his recollection with
the sight of them, or the sound of the same words.

“ Beckford’s Thoughts on Hunting” contains more
ample instructions, and may be recommended as the
first and best prose work on the subject. Every gentle-
man sportsman, and lover of high-bred dogs, (as all such
sportsmen are,) is supposed to be familiar with Gay’s
poem on “RuraL Seorts,” and Somerville’s on the
“ Cuase.” Both are well adapted to beguile a day of
dirty weather, and to form, perhaps, the best substitute
for,—if any thing on the «earth beneath” can be com-
pared with,—the thing itself, when, mounted on a sure
and gallant steed, fond, like his master, of the chase, and
carrying him firmly at the stern of the pack, all well to-
gether, with heads up, and tails down, they are running
now, after occasional losses, in breathless and almost
raute assurance of victory !

What Lord Chatham once said of a battle, is particu-
larly applicable to a good fox chase. It should be skarp,
short, and decisive. Hence, in view of the uncleared
and difficult country over which the chase lies for the
most part, in our country, the gray fox gives us the
best sport. One thing should be borne in mind, that care
should be taken in breaking in young dogs, and with all
dogs, in the commencement of the season, to choose a
good scent-lying day, and be careful of all circumstances
which may contribute to insure’a taste of blood. Thus
a stimulus is given, the effect of which will be enjoyed
throughout the season. As in some other undertakings,
confidence goes a long way towards insuring a success-
ful issue to the enterprise.

~









CHAPTER V.

THE SHEPHERD’S DOG.

THE extension of sheep husbandry which is going on
in the United States, and the importance of his services -
therein, bid fair to place the Shepherd’s dog very soon
in the front rank for real utility in the public estimation.
It may, in fact, be affirmed that this branch of rural
industry cannot be pursued with complete success without
his aid—especially in all that part of our country, to wit:
the mountain ranges, from Maryland to Georgia, which
nature may be said to have designed for our national
sheep pastures, and which must be so appropriated, when
their peculiar advantages for that important object shall
have gotten to be more generally understood.

Of this breed of dogs there are several varieties, few
specimens of which have been imported. The Pyre-
nean, or St. Bernard’s dog, is one of great size, immense
strength, and indomitable courage. He accompanies
the large merino flocks of Spain in their annual migra-
tions to the mountains, protecting them from the nume-
rous wolves with which the Pyrenees abound. Two
individuals (unfortunately both males), splendid speci-
mens of that breed, were sent to the writer of these
sketches by that spotless patriot, and illustrious friend of
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our country, GENERAL LaraverTE; recommended by
him, from personal experience, as being of inestimable
value to wool-growers in all regions exposed to the de-
predations of wolves and sheep-killing dogs. With a
view to this agricultural necessity of our country, the
author of this work has ventured to put in requisition,
for the procurement of another pair, the kind offices
of G. W. Lara¥erte, who, with all his other virtues
and purity of character, inherits, also, in all its force,
his honoured father’s devoted and generous attachment
to America. )

The Pyrenean, or St. Bernard dogs, sent by General
Lafayette, were white, with a large portion of light
brown colour. There are said to be two breeds of the
Pyrenean, as well as of the Newfoundland :—one with
longer, the other with shorter hair. Both are trained,
in the winter time, to “earry a basket with some food
and wine; and thus equipped, they sally forth from the
Hospice of St. Bernard’s, and other passes, in search of
travellers who may have lost their way, or fallen beneath
the snows of the preceding night. They are followed
by the monks devoted to that service of humanity ; and,
every winter, several lives are saved by their united
means.”

But the true shepherd’s dog, most in use, and best
adapted to the common care of sheep, and all the duties
connected with that business—except that of protection
from wolves—is a much smaller animal, seldom two feet
high. From General Lafayette, on another occasion,
we received a pair that were perfectly black ; with head
and nose sharp and pointed, and with a manner and
countenance indicating uncommon alertness and intelli-
gence. - They were placed the day of their afrival, for
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safe keeping, in a kennel at Green Mount, near Baltimore;
escaped the same day, and, though advertised, with all
the notable circumstances of their importation, were
never recovered. In Great Britain, and particularly in
Scotland, the colours of the shepherd’s dog are more
mixed with shades of red and brown; or black dogs,
with sharp ears, turning down at the tips. The Scotch
breed is, probably, the one best suited to our purpose,
where there are no wolves; and where there are, it
should be accompanied by the large dog of the St. Ber-
nard’s breed, whose instinct prompts him, as we learn
from a gentleman who has had good opportunities to
judge, to remain constantly, both night and day, with
the sheep; and whether the master be present or not,
they always remain on duty; and the shepherd, with
the utmdst confidence, leaves them, for many hours to-
gether, in sole tustody of the flock. At such times, woe
be to the prowling wolf, or sneaking dog, that comes in
their way. He is torn to pieces with the utmost fero-
city. With man he is more gentle, though he, if a
stranger, is not permitted to get within reach of their.
charge. :

The sheep dog, in natural power of intellect, is said
to be not inferior to the Newfoundland ; while long
training, from generation to generation, to more compli-
cated and important duties, has engrafted on his cha--
racter the highest degree of canine sagacity, vigilance
and patience. Hence “ we see in his conduct an instinc--
tive impulse of order, and of care, which are strongly
impressed upon the sedate and self-possessed expression
of his countenance.” We have witnessed with astonish-
ment, says a writer of authority on this subject, “ with
what rapidity, after a few words, or a sign of his master,

4
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a dog of this breed would fly over a vast surface of open
country, single out, drive together, and bring up a par-
ticular class of sheep from among a large flock, and
lead them to our feet. All this was effected without
confusion, in a few minutes, and without the least vio-
lence.”

The portrait here prefixed is supposed to represent
well a specimen of the Scotch collie dog, (already re-
commended,) one of which may be seen at * Hereford
Hall,” near Albany, in the possession of that eminent and
liberal cultivator, Mr. Sotham, whose dog, it is said in
the « Cultivator,” where his likeness may be seen, will
perform about all that is attributed to any of the species.
We regret that it is not in our power to give his name;
and that we were not favoured with an introduction to
him on a late interesting and agreeable visit to his hos-
jpitable master.

We have been told by General J. T. Mason, who has
been much in- Mexico, and by Col. Pendleton, late
Chargé d’Affaires of the United States in Chili, that it is
the practice in both Chili and Mexico, to take the pup
intended to have the care of the sheep, before his eyes
are yet open, and put him to be suckled, and so subsisted
on the milk of the ewe.

Of the employment of the Mastiff, also, and his effi-
cient agency in the care of sheep, in Spain, we have,
since writing the preceding, been favoured by a friend
with the following sketch, going to show that he there
effectually takes the place, and performs the offices we
have assigned to the Pyrenean or St. Bernard dog.
Their temper and character would seem to be almost
identical.

“ The Mastiff, in Spain, where, in my opinion, its race
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has been most improved, is large, the fore and hind feet
very strong, the hair short, and the head a little pointed..
With an iron collar around his neck, having pointed
nails in it, he is enabled to hunt and kill the wolf. The
Spaniards consider this race of dogs the most useful, the
most noble, and the most courageous of any other. He
never loses his self-possession, nor forgets the voice of
his master, to whom he is always very obedient. He is
principally employed in tending the herds of cattle, and,
more particularly, the flocks of sheep. Two shepherds,
with one ass, and two dogs, are strong enough to mind
a flock of 1000 sheep, and to walk five miles a day when
travelling from the north to the south of Spain. They
make known to the shepherds those which are tired.
They drive back to the flock those that go astray ; give
notice when any are delivered of ‘'young, that the shep-
herds may have the lamb put on the ass; and watch that
no dangerous animals approach the flock. At night the
shepherds form a ring, by means of stakes driven in the
ground, and ropes passing from one to the other, into
which the flock is driven; the dogs watching that the
sheep be not stolen, by constantly walking round the
ring. :

“gThey are very friendly and faithful to their masters.
They are very fond of accompanying them when they
go on horseback, keeping always a gun-shot ahead, and,
by barking, giving them notice of any danger, and re-
turning to the side of the horse to defend them. He eats
very plentifully of every thing, and is considered indis-
pensable to those who economize personal labour on
large estates, one dog being considered equal to two men
for guarding the flock.” .

Puppies, or dogs already trained, can be had, via
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Havana and Santander. I had, in 1832, a male and
female already trained and grown. The female died of
the great heat, without leaving any breed ; the dog was
the best watch-dog I have ever knowp.

I believe the expenses, as far as Havana, would not
be less than 870 or $80; coming uader a bill of lading
as merchandise. M. Martinez del Campo tells me, he
has an uncle in Spain, who is a great sheep-raiser; and
that in a letter he had from him some time ago, speak-
ing of his farm, and flocks, and loss of sheep, that the
greatest stress was laid on the fact of his hquing lost siz
degs; that was, he considered, the sum total of his mis-
fortunes. :

There is a story related of an English Mastiff (which
had been crossed with the stag and blood hound), who
in the reign of Queen Elizabeth—when Lord Buckhurst
was ambassador at the court of Charles IX.,—alone and
unassisted, successively engaged a bear, a leopard, and
a lion; and pulled them all down. The colour of the
English Mastiff is usually a deeper or lighter buff, with
dark muzzle and ears. Qne, the property of the 23d
regiment, measured 204 inches in height at the shoulder.
“ The care of these dogs in watching, is well known ;
and the cool attention they have evinced in walking by
the side of a nightly thief—forbidding his laying his
hands upon any article, yet abstaining from doing him
any bodily harm, and suffering his escape over the walls,
is sufficiently attested.”

Scott testifies to the utility of this dog-in Scotland,
and gives a touching picture of his fidelity, where, in
Marmion, he paints the awful snow-storm, beginning, the’
reader may remember, with the lines—
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«When red hath set the beamless sun,
Through heavy vapours, dark and dun;
When the tired ploughman, dry and warm,
Hears, half asleep, the rising storm,
Hurling the hail and sleeted rain,

Against the casement's tinkling pane:
The sounds that drive wild deer and fox
To shelter in the brake and rocks,

Are warnings which the shepherd ask
To disnral end to dangerous task.”

Driven abroad to face the tempest and to save his
flock, the shepherd is made to call, not on the tired
ploughman, nor the lordly owner, for assistance ; rather
in his faithful dogs he puts his trust, :

¢ Whistling, and cheering them to aid,
Around his back, he wreathes his plaid;”

and when at last he is overwhelmed by the violence of
the storm, and sinks to perish in the snow, the fine pic-
ture, with a pencil ever true to nature, is finished with a
sketch of  poor Yarrow,” as he

* Crouches upon his master’s breast,
And licks his cheek to break his rest.”

Opulent men, especially if farmers, ought to import,
at once, the genuine Mastiff, the Pyrenean and the com-
mon Shepherd’s dog, and other animals likely to be use-
ful to the country. In the lifetime of General SteprEN
Vax Rewnserraer, and the late RoserT Ouiver, a hint
from any respected quarter was all that was necessary,
and the order was given, cost what it might. Not for
their own, but for the benefit of society, the examples
of such men should be held up for universal admiration,
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and their memories be cherished gratefully and for
ever. What more honourable disposition can be made,
with a portion of his means, by him who is blessed
with abundance? The best sort of benefactor is he
who adds one more to our stock of good fruits, vege-
tables, or domestic fowls or animals. Why does not
some one, possessing the facilities for doing it, import
the Mexican domesticated pheasant? and the barn-door
fowl from China, which Mr. Cushing says is nearly as
large as our turkey 1

Professing only to give brief sketches of the charac-
teristics and uses of the several breeds of dogs referred
to, we had closed what we had to say of the one devoted
to the purposes of the shepherd, when, fortunately re-
ceiving, by the kindness of the editor, the third volume
of that valuable journal, the American Agriculturist, we
there found the following communication. It confirms,
if confirmation had been needed, what had been said of
the manner of rearing the Shepherd’s dog in South Ame-
rica, besides giving interesting details in proof of the
prodigious sagacity and great value of that particula
race.

We extract the following information from the work
mentioned. -

« Although Mr. Kendall and some other writers have
described this wonderful animal as a cross of the New-
foundland dog, such, I think, cannot be the fact; on the
contrary, I have no doubt he is a genuine descendant of
the Alpine Mastiff, or more properly, Spanish shepherd-
dog introduced by them at the time of the conquest. He
is only to be found in the sheep-raising districts of New
Mexico. The other Mexican dogs, which number more
than a thousand to one of these noble animals, are the
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results of a cross of every thing under the sun having
any affinity to the canine race, and even of a still nobler
class of animals, if Mexican stories are to be credited.
It is believed in Mexico, that the countless mongrels of
that country owe their origin to the assistance of the
various kinds of wolves, mountain cats, lynxes, and to
almost if not every four-footed class of carnivorous
animals. Be this as it may, those who have not seen
them can believe as much as they like ; but eye-witnesses
can assert, that there never was a country blessed with
a greater and more abundant variety of miserable, snarl-
ing, cowardly packs, than the mongrel dogs of Mexico.
That country of a surety would be the plague-spot of
this beautiful world, were it not for the redeeming cha-
racter of the truly noble shepherd-dog, endowed as it is
with almost human intellect. I have often thought, when
observing the sagacity of this animal, that if very many
of the human race possessed one half of the powers of
inductive reasoning which seems to be the gift of this
animal, that it would be far better for themselves and
for their fellow-creatures.

¢« The peculiar education of these dogs is one of the
most important and interesting steps pursued by the
shepherd. His method is to select from a multitude of*
pups a few of the healthiest and finest-looking, and to
put them to a sucking ewe, first depriving her of her
own lamb. By force, as well as from a natural desire
she has to be relieved of the contents of her udder, she
soon learns to look upon the little interlopers with all the
affection she would manifest for her own natural off-
spring. For the first few days the pups are kept in the
hut, the ewe suckling them morning and evening only ;
but gradually, as she becomes accustomed to their sight,
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she is allowed to run in a small enclosure with them,
until she becomes so perfectly familiar with their appear-
ance as to take the entire charge of them. After this
they are folded with the whole flock for a fortnight or
80; they then run about during the day with the flock,
which after a while becomes so accustomed to them, as
to be able to distinguish -them from -other dogs—even
from those of the same litter which have not been nursed
among them. The shepherds usually allow the slut to
keep one of a litter for her own particular benefit; the
balance are generally destroyed.

“« After the pups are weaned, they never leave the
" particular drove among which they have been reared.
Not even the voice of their master can entice them be-
yond sight of the flock ; neither hunger nor thirst can do
it. I have been credibly informed of an instance where
a single dog having charge of a small flock of sheep
was allowed to wander with them about the mountains,
while the shepherd returned to his village for a few days,
having perfect confidence in the ability of his dog to
look after the flock during his absence, but with a strange
want of foresight as to the provision of the dog for his
food. Upon his return to the flock, he found it several
miles from where left, but on the road leading to the vil-
lage, and the poor faithful animal in the agonies of death,
dying of starvation, even in the midst of plenty; yet the
flock had not been harmed by him. A reciprocal affec-
tion exists between them which may put to blush many
of the human family. The poor dog recognised them
only as brothers and dearly-loved friends; he was ready
at all times to lay down his life for them; to attack not
only wolves and mountain-cats, with the confidence of
victory, but even the bear, when there could be no hope.
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Of late years, when the shepherds of New Mexico have
suffered so much from Indian marauders, instances have
frequently occurred where the dog has not hesitated to
attack his human foes, and although transfixed with
arrows, his indomitable courage and faithfulness have
been such as to compel his assailants to pin him to the
earth with spears, and hold him there until despatched
with stones.

*In the above instance the starving dog could have
helped himself to one of his little brother lambs, or could
have deserted the sheep, and very soon have reached
the settlements where there was food for him. But
faithful even unto death, he would neither leave nor
molest them, but followed the promptings of his instinct
to lead into the settlement; their unconsciousness of his
wants, and slow motions in travelling were too much for
his exhausted strength.

“These shepherds are very nomadic in character.
They are constantly moving about, their camp-equipage
consisting merely of a kettle and bag of meal; their
lodges are made in a few minutes, of branches, &c.,
thrown against cross-sticks. They very seldom go out
in the daytime with their flocks, intrusting them entirely
to their dogs, which faithfully return them at night, never
permitting any straggling behind or lost. Sometimes
different flocks are brought into the same neighbourhood,
owing to scarcity of grass, when the wonderful instincts
of the shepherd’s dogs are most beautifully displayed ;
and to my astonishment, who have been an eye-witness
of such scenes, if two flocks approach within a few
yards of each other, their respective protectors will
place themselves in the space between them, and as is
very naturally the case, if any adventurous sheep should
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endeavour to cross over to visit her neighbours, her dog
protector kindly but firmly leads her back, and as it
sometimes happens, if many make a rush and succeed
in joining the other flock, the dogs under whose charge
they are, go over and bring them all out, but strange to
say, under such circumstances they are never opposed by
the other dogs. They approach the strange sheep only
to prevent their own from leaving the flock, though they
offer no assistance in expelling the other sheep, But
they never permit sheep not under canine protection, nor
dogs not in charge of sheep, to approach them. Even
the same dogs which are so freely permitted to enter
their flocks in search of their own -are driven away with
ignominy if they presume to approach them without that
laudable object in view.

“ Many anecdotes could be related of the wonderful
instinct of these dogs. I very much doubt if there are
Shepherd dogs in any other part of the world except
Spain, equal to those of New Mexico in value. The
famed Scotch and English dogs sink into insignificance
by the side of them. Their superiority may be owing
to the peculiar mode of rearing them, but they are cer-
tainly very noble animals, naturally of large size, and
highly deserving to be introduced into the United States.
A pair of them will easily kill a wolf, and flocks under
their care need not fear any common enemy to be found
in our country.”

In the same volume, honourable mentxon is.made of a
tailless breed of dogs employed in the care of sheep and
cattle in England. We take room for the following
extract, to impress as far as possible, on the mind of
American farmers, the important aid to be derived from
dogs of the proper blood, in extending our sheep-hus-
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bandry, hoping that when their value shall have been
realized, measures will be taken by our legislatures to
diminish the number of base sheep-killing curs, with
which every part of the country is infested.

¢ Speaking of dogs, I think the Shepherd’s dog the
most valuable of his species, certainly for the farmer.
Our dog Jack, a thorough-bred Scotch collie, has been
worth $100 a year in managing our small flock of sheep,
usually about 700 in number. He has saved us more
than that in time in running after them. After sheep
have been once broken in by, and become used to the
dog, it is but little trouble to manage them; one man
and the dog will do more than five men in driving, yard-
ing, &c. Let any man once possess a good dog, he will
never do without one again.

“The sagacity of the Shepherd’s dog is wonderful ;
and if I had not seen so much myself, I could hardly
credit all we read about them. It is but a few days
since I was reading in a Scotch paper a wonderful
performance of one of these collie dogs. It seems the
master of the bitch purchased at a fair some 80 sheep,
and having occasion to stay a day longer, sent them
forward and directed his faithful collie to drive them
home, a distance. of about 17 miles. The poor bitch
when a few miles on the road dropped two whelps ; but
faithful to her charge, she drove the sheep on a mile or
two farther—then allowing them to stop, she returned
for her pups, which she carried some two miles in ad-
vance of the sheep, and thus she continued to do, alter-
nately carrying her own young ones, and taking charge
of the flock, till she reached home. The manner of her
acting on this occasion was gathered by the shepherd
from various persons who had observed her on the road.

.
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On reaching home and delivering her charge, it was
found that the two pups were dead. In this extremity
the instinct of the poor brute was yet more remarkable;
for, going immediately to a rabbit brae in the vicinity,
she dug out of the earth two young rabbits, which she
deposited on some straw in a barn, and continued to
suckle them for some time, until they were unluckily
killed by one of the farm tenants. It should be mention-
ed that the next day she set off to the place where she
left her master, whom she met retummg when about 13
miles from home.

“ The anecdotes of their sagacity are innumerable,
and truly wonderful.

«] purchased a bitch of the tailless species, known as
the English drover dog, in Smithfield market, some two
years ago. That species is much used upon the downs,
and are a larger and fleeter dog than the collie. We
raised two litters from her, got by Jack, and I think the
cross will make a very valuable dog for all the purposes
of the farmer. They learn easily, are very active, and
so far they fully answer our expectations. ‘

“ A neighbour to whom we gave a bitch of the first
litter would tell her to go into such a lot, and see if there
were any stray cattle there; and she would go over the
field, and if there were any there, detect them and drive
them down to the house: He kept his cattle in the lot,
and it was full 80 rods from the house. The dog was
not then a year old. We had one of the same litter
which we learned to go after cows so well, that we had
only to tell him it was time to bring the cows, and he
would set off for them from any part of the farm, and
bring them into the yard as well as a boy. I think they
would be invaluable to a farmer on the prairies. After
raising two litters, we sent the bitch to Illinois. I hope
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farmers will take more pains in getting the Shepherd
dog. There is no difficulty in training. Our old one
we obtained when a pup, and trained him without any
trouble, and without the help of another dog. Any man
who has patience, and any dog knowledge at all, can
train one of this breed to do all that he can desire of a
dog.” -

About thirty years ago, Mr. Baudury, of Delaware, had
the Spanish Shepherd’s dog, which he thus described :

“The dog-you inquire after is three times as large as
the Shepherd’s dog described by Buffon, but is endowed
with the same good qualities: immense strength and
great mildoess in his usual deportment, though ferocious
towards other dogs. I can say, without exaggeration,
that at least twenty dogs have been killed in my barn-
yard, or on my farm, by my dog Montague.

«I annex a picture of Montague, with his dimensions:
three feet eleven inches from his eyes to the root of his
tail, and two feet eight inches high over the shoulders.
He is a fide animal, entirely white. 1 prefer that colour:
in recollection of the story of old Jacob. In fact I had
formerly a black dog, and many of my lambs were born
black. Since I have Montague and his mother, I have
very few black lambs.

«¢ The natural instinct of this animal is to guard your
sheep against wolves and dogs. No other training is
required, but to keep them constantly with your flock,
the moment they are from the litter, until they are
grown.”

Referring to this variety of the Shepherd’s dog, G. W.
Lafayette says, in a letter of the 31st of December, to
the author of these sketches :— It will be easy, my dear
friend, to send you two good Shepherd’s dogs, but very
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difficult to induce a shepherd to quit his village to go to
the United States. French people, born in the country, in
a certain position, are rather unenterprising, not having
yet arrived at the point of venturing to emigrate, even
where their interest would prompt them. To persuade
one of our shepherds to go abroad, would require a
pecuniary consideration out of proportion to any ser-
vices that he could render, and even then I would not
answer, that after arriving in America, he would not
become homesick and wish to get back to France. But
if you wish to have dogs, it is very easy to send you at
the same time instructions, with their names, and parti-
cular destination when in use—for in general they are
disciplined to guard the flock, one near at hand and the
other far off, and I can assure you they will learn the
English language in much less time than their masters
would require to be taught a few words of it.” Thus
the sheep-growing interest is in a way to owe an impor-
tant boon to one whose name is associated with all that
is most glorious: and conservative in the history of the
country and the principles of the government, such at
least as his father fought and bled to establish.




CHAPTER VI.
THE TERRIER.

Wipecy distributed and well known as this dog is, it
would appear a strange omission to say nothing of him
in a work inténded for the use of all who have owner-
ship or management of stables and horses, with which
the Terrier is so generally and usefully associated.

In England a Terrier is usually an attendant of Fox-
hounds, and is employed to pursue the fox when he takes
to earth. The huntsman is enabled to form an opinion
of .the distance he will have to dig, by the sound of the
Ferrier’s voice, when he comes near the game. They
are, every where, active enemies of vermin of every
sort, but most particularly useful in rat-killing. BiLvy,
the celebrated English Bull Terrier, was stated to have
killed 100 rats, in seven and a half minutes. Genuine
Terriers are distinguished by no exclusive colour; but
are divided into the smooth, and wire-haired, or Scotch
Terrier. In moral temperament they are most remark-
able for vivacity, and a courage that quails not in the
presence of a superior force. On the contrary, like
small men, they are very irascible and quick to take
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offence, even where none is intended ; nor are they at all
inferior to the most accomplished race of dogs in natural
sagacity, not to say cunning. Mr. Adair, an Irish gen-
tleman, resident of Baltimore, had one that would steal
into his master’s chamber, and repose on the middle of
his bed, until he heard his footstep approaching, when he
would quietly slip down behind the bed; and there, on
the floor, pretend that he had been sleeping all the time.
That he is very revengeful of injury, and knows how to
form alliances for the purpose of retaliation, was illus-
trated in a remarkable manner, by a well-authenticated
anccdote, related by Mr. Hope, of a gentleman in Eng-
land ; who, being fond of exercise, used to go on horse-
back from Staffordshire to Liondon, allowing his faithful
Terrier to follow him; and, for safety, while in town,
leaving him always in the care of his landlady. On one.
occasion, calling for his dog, the Iandlady appeared with
a doleful countenance, saying, “ Alas, sir, your Terrier
is lost! Our great house dog and he had a quarrel, and
the poor terrier was so worried and bit before we could.
part them, that I thought he could never have got the
better of it. He, however, crawled out of the yard, and
no one saw him for almost a week. He then returned,
and brought with him another dog, bigger by far than
our house dog; and they both together fell on our great
dog, and bit him so unmercifully that he has scarcely
since been able to go about the yard, or eat his meat.
Your dog and his companion then disappeared, and have
never since been seen at St. Albans.” On the gentle-
man’s arrival at Whitmore, he found his little Terrier;
and, on inquiry into the circumstances, was informed
that he had been at Whitmore, and had coaxed away



THE TERRIER. 65

the great dog, which it seems had, in consequence, fol-
lowed him to St. Albans, where they completely avenged
the outrage committed on the Terrier.

Though in general opposed to all avoidable mutilation
of domestic animals, as being for the most part unsightly
in its effects, and sometimes extremely cruel, we con-
fess we are in favour of cutting off a portion of the tail,
and circumcising the ears of the Terrier. If done ata
very early age, it soon cures, and gives him, ever after,
a more blood-like and knowing look, better suited to his
vivacious temper and the nature of his duties, which
demand extraordinary sharpness and rapidity of sight
and action.. Terriers.often make excellent squirrel dogs,
a sport, by the bye, which deserves more space in sport-
ing annals than it has ever yet received. Who that has
been “raised in the country,” has not stored away
among youthful recollections many scenes in squirrel,
and hare, and raccoon, and ’possum hunting, to which
memory likes to revert, and which he would delight,
were it possible, to go back and re-enjoy.

It is well with the Terrier, while very young, not to
let him encounter and be severely bitten by large Nor-
way rats,—well-bred dogs have been spoiled by it. It
is with dogs, as with other animals in this country,—
there is too much reluctance to pay well for such as are
of high blood. In England a thorough-bred stallion
dog will command more for his services than a thorough-
bred horse in Pennsylvania, and other parts of this
country. Those who desire to keep every animal up to
the highest mark of excellence, ought to encourage, by
willingness to give liberal prices, establishments for

breeding them.
5
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An affecting instance of the sagacity of this breed of
dogs is presented in the following scrap taken from a
late English paper, thg Kentish Gazette..

«“On Tuesday evening last, Mr. Alfred Watts, the
foreman of Mr. White, brickmaker, at Erith, went from
home in company with his wife, and left her at the
Plough at North-end with his brother, whilst he pro-
ceeded across the fields to inspect some repairs at a
cottage. In about an hour after his departure, his dog,
a small Scotch terrier, which had accompanied him, re-
turned to the Plough, jumped up into the lap of his mis-
* tress, pawed her about, and whined piteously. She at
first took no particular notice of the animal, but pushed
him from her. He then caught hold of her clothes,
pulled at them repeatedly, and continued to whine in-
cessantly. He endeavoured also in a similar way to
_ attract the attention of the brother. At last all present
noticed his importunate anxiety, and the wife then said
she was convinced something had happened to her hus-
band. The brother and the wife, with several others,
went out and followed the dog, who led them through
the darkness of the night, which was very great, to the
top of a precipice nearly fifty feet deep; and standing
on the bank, held his head over, and howled in a most
distressing manner. They were convinced that the poor
man had fallen over, and, having gone round to the
bottom of the pit, they found him lying under the spot
pointed out by the dog quite dead, and weltering in his
blood, having fallen upon his head. It was clear that
from the darkness of the night he had mistaken the
direction, there being no defined path, and by deviating
about twenty yards, had walked over the precipice. The
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deceased, who was perfectly sober at the time, was a
steady and industrious man, and was much respeeted. in
the village. He has left a family of three children. An-
inquest was held on Thursday, when a verdict of ¢ acci-
dental death’ was recorded.”



CHAPTER VIL
THE LAND SPANIEL OR SPRINGER.

Thais docile and beautiful species of the canine family
is rgrely found of genuine blood in our country, and
where found, is kept more as a pet and parlour-com-
panion for the lady, than as one of usefulness to the
master of the house. We are persuaded that for phea-
sant and woodcock shooting, they deserve to be brought
into more general use and esteem. The genuine sort is,
or was, some years since, to be found at Carrollton Hall,
descended from a stock given by the Duke of Welling-
ton to Lady Wellesley, the accomplished granddaughter
of Carroll of Carrollton. Mr. Keyworth, of Washing-
ton, D. C., has the breed also, in its purity.

“This name is generally applied to the springer, or
small land spaniel, as the term setter is to the large land
spaniel. There is a great variety of this beautiful little
animal, all of which, however, are remarkable for their
cheerful activity. They are not calculated for an exten-
sive range, and are, therefore, very rarely used except
for beating covers, in the pursuit of the pheasant or
woodcock, and they give notice of their approach to the
object by a sort of whimper, which increases to a bark
as the game springs. They are affectionate and docile,
and easily broken or trained : in fact, their whole system
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of education consists of nothing more than merely to
keep them tolerably close to the sportsman; since, if
they are suffered to ramble out of gun-shot, the game
rises at too great a distance, the object is thus defeated
which they were intended to promote, and a mortifica-
tion, much better felt than can be described, must in-
evitably ensue. Their beauty and affectionate disposi-
tion will always excite attention; but they are, after all,
perhaps better calculated for coursing than the fowling-
piece, as they may be usefully employed in driving a
hare from a copse or thicket, while a pointer, or particu-
larly a setter, will answer all the purposes of pheasant
or woodcock shooting. However, if sporting on a grand
scale, and the utmost pinnacle of perfection, are the ob-
jects to be attained, let dogs be kept for the moors or
grouse alone, others for the partridge, and the pheasant
and woodcock consigned to the small land spaniel or

springer.

“See how with emulative zeal they strive !
Thread the loose sedge, and through the thicket drive !
No babbling voice the bosom falsely warms,
Or swells the panting heart with vain alarms,
*Till all at once their choral tongues proclaim N
The secret refage of the lurking game.
Swift is their course, no lengthen’d warnings now
Space to collect the scatter'd thoughts allow;
No wary pointer shows with cautious eyes,
Where from his russet couch the bird shall rise:
Perhaps light running o’er the moesy ground,
His devious steps your sanguine hopes confound;
Or, by the tangled branches hid from sight,
Sudden he tries his unexpected flight.
Soon as the ready dogs their quarry spring,
And swift he spreads his variegated wing,
Ceas’d is their cry; with silent look they wait
Till the loud gun decides the event of fate;
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Nor, if the shots are thrown with erring aim,

And proudly soars away the unwounded game,

Will the staunch train pursue him as he flies

‘With useless speed, and unavailing éries.

No open view along the encumber'd field,

To the cool aim will time and distance yield ;

But the nice circumstance wild oft demand,

The quickest eyesight and the readiest hand ;

Swift as he rises from the thorny brake,

‘With instant glance the fleeting mark to take,

And with prompt arm the transient moment seize,

’Mid the dim gloom of intervening trees.

His gaudy plumage, when the male displays

In bright luxurianee to the solar rays, .

Arrest with hasty shot his whirring speed,

And see unblam’d the shining victim bleed ;

But when the hen to thy discerning view,

Her sober pinion spreads of duskier hue,

The attendant keeper’s prudent warning hear,

And spare the offspring of the future year.
' P

“ The interesting little dog now under consideration is
a favourite in most countries; and has occasionally been
much caressed by royalty itself. The chief order of Den-
mark, now called the order of the Elephant, was insti-
tuted in memory of a spaniel called Wildbrat, which had
showed attachment to the monarch when deserted by
his subjects. The motto to the order is, ¢ Wildbrat was
Saithful?

% Charles I1. was generally accompnmed to the council
by a favourite spaniel, and a particular strain of the
spaniel breed is still distinguished by the name of this
monarch. His successor, James IL, manifested a similar
attachment ; and it is reported of him by Bishop Burnet,
that being once in danger from a storm at sea, and
obliged to quit the ship to save his life, he vocife-
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rated most impatiently—¢ Save the dogs and Colonel
Churchill P

«“ There is a-circumstance noticed in early English his-
tory, which seems to prove that one of the landings of the
Danes in England was occasioned by the sagacity and
affection of a spaniel. Lodebrock, of the blood royal of
Denmark, and fathet of Humbar and Hubba, being in
a boat with his hawks and his dog, was unexpectedly
driven on the coast of Norfolk by a storm, where, being
discovered and suspected as a spy, he was brought to
Edmund, at that time king of the East Angles. He made
himself known to Edmund, who treated him with kind-
ness, and with whom he soon became a great favourite,
particularly on account of his skill and dexterity in the
chase. The king’s falconer became jealous of this atten-
tion, waylaid Liodebrock, murdered him, and concealed
the body among some bushes. He was very soon missed
at court, and the king manifested great impatience to
know what was become of him ; when his dog, who had
stayed in the wood by the corpse of his master till famine
forced him thence, came and fawned on the king, and
enticed him to follow him. The body was found, and
the inurderer ultimately discovered. As a punishment
for so atrocious a crime, he was placed alone in Lode-
brock’s boat, and committed to the mercy of the sea,
which, it seems, bore him to the shore which Lodebrock
had quitted. The boat was recognised, and the assassin,
to avoid the punishment which awaited him, said that
Lodebrock had been put to death by order of Edmund;
which exasperated the Danes so much, that they deter-
mined on the invasion of England.

“ The gamekeeper of the Rev. Mr. Corsellis was con-
stantly attended by a spaniel, which he had reared ; and
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the faithful animal would leave him neither night nor
day. Wherever old Daniel appeared, Dash was to be
seen; and the dog was of great service to his master in .
his nocturnal perambulations. The game, at that season,
the dog did not regard in the least, though no spaniel
was more active in this respect in the daytime. But at
night, if a strange foot had entered any of the covers,
Dash, by a significant whine, informed his master of the
circumstance; and many poachers were captured in
consequence of this singular intelligence. After some
years, old Daniel was seized with a disease which pro-
duced a consumption, and ended in death. During the
progress of this fatal disorder, while old Daniel was able
to crawl about, Dash regularly attended him ; and when
at length the old man was confined to his bed, the dog
took his station at the foot of it. 'When death relieved the
old man from his sufferings, the dog refused to quit the
body, but lay upon the bed by the side of it. For some
time the animal would take no food ; and, although after
the burial, he was taken to the hall and caressed as much
as possible, yet he took every opportunity of creeping
back to the room in the cottage where his old master
breathed his last, where he would continue for hours;
from thence he daily visited the grave, and, at the end
of fourteen days, the animal died, having absolutely
pined away.



CHAPTER VIIL
MAXINS FOR SPORTSMEN.

Never let your dog have a will of his own; but im-
press upon him, from the first, that your command is to
be the rule of his actions; and never allow him to
ramble about the neighbourhood, alone, or at the risk
of falling into bad company,—¢ Evil communications,”
&ec. :
Never take the field without your whip. It is the only
legitimate weapon of punishment, and the sight of it
may, in many instances, save the skin of your pupil.
But never fight in a passion. He that would have a
cake out of the wheat must « bide the grinding.”

Never pass a blunder unnoticed, nor a fault unpunish-
ed; nevertheless, “love mercy.” Keep your pupil down,
under lecture, till you are friends again ; then hey on!

Never permit a race after a hare. Therefore never
be tempted to shoot at one which rises before your dog.
In case of necessity, shoot her in her seat.

Never head your dog, nor let him trifle his time behind
you; but keep him ahead in his beat, and go hand in
hand with him up to his point.

Never hunt a dog when he is tired down, lest he be
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come a dealer in false points, and lose his gallantry of
range.

Do not suffer your dog to ramble when going to, or
returning from the field; but keep him strictly to yom'
heel. It is not in the way of business.

MAXIMS IN FOX HUNTING.

When your hounds are at fault let not a word be
said—let such as follow them ignorantly and unworthily,
says Beckford, stand all aloof. Procul, O procul este
profani.

When your fox is found keep coal and let your dogs
get well settled on the scent, qui bene cepit, habet.

In case of a loss, always give the hounds time to
make their own cast. Its a rare case that justifies
lifting hounds. ‘

When hounds are in want of blood, wait for a good
day, no matter how long, go early, choose a good quiet
morning, and throw off where they are likely to find,
and then kill if possible !

TECHNICAL TERMS WITH WHICH IT BEOOMES ALL GENTLEMEN
' TO BE FAMILIAR.

A brace of Pointers or Setters.

A couple of Spaniels.

A couple of Fox-hounds.

Three and a half couple, (not seven hounds.)
A brace of Grouse.

A pack of Grouse.






’
_—

76 ) THR DOG.

_A_USEFUL_RECIPE, FOR SPORTSMEN AND ALL OTHERS, TO

RENDER BOOTS AND SHOES WATER-PROOF, AND MAKE THEM
LAST UNTIL THE WEARER GETS TIRED OF THEM.

From experiment of its efficacy we can recommend,
above all we have ever tried, the following Recipe to
prevent boots and shoes from taking in water, and to
make them last.

The following extract from Col. Maarone’s “ Season-
able Hints,” appeared in the Mechanic’s Magazine, dated
February 5, 1838.

After stating the utility of sheepskin clothing for per-
sons whose employment renders it necessary that they
should be much out of doors, he says,—«I will not con-
clude without inviting the attention of your readers to a
cheap and easy method of preserving their feet from
wet, and their boots from wear. I have only had three
pair of boots for six years, and will want none for six
years to come. The reason is that I treat them in the
following manner :—I put a pound of tallow, and a pound
of rosin into a pot on the fire; when melted and mixed,
I warm the boots, and apply the hot stuff with a painter’s
brush, until neither the soles nor the upper leather will
suck in any more. If it is desired that the boots shall
immediately take a polish, dissolve an ounce of bees-wax
to an ounce of spirits of turpentine, to which add a tea-
spoonful of lampblack. A day or two after the boots
have been treated with the tallow and rosin, rub over
them the wax and turpentine, but not before the fire-
Thus the exterior will have a coat of wax alone, and
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shine like a mirror. Tallow, or any other grease,be-
comes rancid and rots the stitching, as well as the leather;
but the rosin gives it an antiseptic quality which pre-
serves the whole. Boots or shoes should be so large as
to admit of wearing in them cork soles. Cork is so bad
a conductor of heat, that with it in the boots, the feet
are always warm on the coldest stone floor.”

S T
, ,



CHAPTER IX.

. HABITS OF GAME BIRDS.

Mg. Casror, of Philadelphia, one of the most ac-
complished sportsmen on paper, or in the field which it
has been our good luck to know, makes the following
observations. , '

“ As before premised, the reader will please recollect
that the views of the writer are confined to the States
designated, and as he presumes difference of climate and
other causes must have an effect on game as well as
other animals, would respectfully request some of your
many capable and intelligent northern and southern cor-
respondents to favour us with their observations on this
subject. |

“The partridge with us is rarely an object of sport
until October, though it sometimes happens that early
broods will be found pretty well grown early in Sep-
tember; and on the other hand, we find many more
- scarcely fledged in the month of October. As a rule,
however, by which all are to be governed, the first of
the month may be properly considered as the earliest
day of the season, and the last day of December its
termination. The birds themselves would seem to regu-
late its end; for after that time they are rarely to be
found except in woods and very thick coverts or cripples,

’
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affording but little opportunity to the dog, or amusement
to the shooter.

«The woodcock is the earliest game bird we have, and
about which there is more difference of opinion among
" sportsmen as to season than perhaps any other. Some

think the 20th of June the commencement, and I find the
author of the American Shooter’s Manual names the
first day of July ; both I think premature, and agree with
several of my sporting friends whom I have consulted,
that if shot at all in the summer, it would be better to
postpone the sport until the middle of July ; by that time
the birds become better grown, and acquire more of the
true game flavour. If, however, gentlemen could re-
strain their inclination for this sport until autumn, when
the birds shall have taken to the woods, and when one
- will nearly outweigh two killed in June or July, they
would find birds more abundant, and less fatiguing to

get at. I should remark that the laws of New Jersey -

fix upon the first day of July to commence the season. . -

“The pheasant, as we call him here,—partridge of the
Northern States,—~may be shot on the first of September,
but it would be better to make their season to correspond
with the partridge or quail, as he is called there and
elsewhere, inasmuch as it frequently happens that in
hunting the pheasant early in the fall, you will come
upon those birds in an unfit state for the bag, and never-
theless, sometimes be unable to resist the temptation of
giving them a crack, thereby setting a had example to
young shooters, and furnishing the irregular sportsman
with an excuse, in your example, to continue in the de-
testable practice.

“ Rail-shooting ought not to commence before the
middle of September, and for one excellent reason, viz.:
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they are entirely useless for any known purpose, being
so wretchedly bare, that none but a connoisseur in bone
eating, would think of troubling the cook with their
miserable carcasses. Notwithstanding this fact, I am
sorry to say, that some gentlemen of our city who are
certainly well informed in all that pertains to genteel
sporting, are terribly guilty of destroying these poor little
birds by wholesale long before that period, for no other
purpose that I can imagine, unless to have a convenient
opportunity to examine minutely their anatomical struc-
ture, or to boast of the quantity of crime they may have
committed.- -

« Grouse-shooting is regulated by the laws of New
Jersey to commence on the first day of October, and to
end with the last day of December; for the infraction of
which considerable penalties are imposed. Nevertheless,
as one of your correspondents, Mr. ¢J. B. D.’ of Phila-
delphia, a ten years grouse-shooter, tells you he has been
in the habit of doing, many are shot by persons equally
reckless of the laws of the land and of sporting propriety
with himself, even in the month of August, and, perhaps,
if the truth were told, before that time. It is to me no
great wonder that he found No. 5 or 6 shot (provided he
ever saw a wild grouse), would answer his purpose at
that season, with birds half fledged, half grown, and as
tame as chickens. For my own part, I have found early
in October, that No. 3 was quite light enough, and should
-not doubt but that lower numbers would be advantage-
ously used in November or December.* Independently

* Mr, “J. B. D.” has put himself at issue with the author of the
American Shooter’s Manual, in relation to the proper shot to be used for
grouse. I leave that for him to settle. I can only say, that so far as
my own experience goes, which is limited; no shot less than No. 4 can
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of the violation of natural ahd statute law, other con-
siderations should prevent the gentleman-sportsman from
shooting these birds out of season. 1In the first place,
they furnish comparatively but little diversion, and by
breaking and destroying the packs at that time, the
sport is diminished when the proper season arrives. And_
secondly, you are deprived of the satisfaction of bring-
ing home your game as a treat for your family and
friends, in any other than a putrid state. And again,
what can be more degrading to a true sportsman, or a
gentleman, than to be obliged to be on the alert whilst
out shooting, for fear of encountering an informer, and
to sneak home at night with his gun, dogs, game, and
self, all concealed in a covered wagon, to prevent de-
tection by the officers of the state, whose laws he has
been violating? ‘
«Deer-shooting. There is a wide difference in the
legal enactments of the States of Pennsylvania and New
Jersey on the subject of this species of game; in the
former, the first of August commences, and the last day
of December terminates the season; whilst in the latter,
the season does not begin until the first of October, and
ends as in Pennsylvania. From my own experience,
and the better opinion of others, the first of September
would be the most proper time to commence this sport.
The laws of New Jersey too much circumscribe this
amusement, inasmuch as the rutting season commences
in December, at which time the bucks are of little value;

be used advantageously, even in September. And the most experi-

enced all use lower numbers. Samuel A——s, of Mount Holly, who

has killed more grouse than perhaps Mr. J. B. D., the author of the
. Manual, and myself, ever saw, uses No. 1, and single B.

6
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and by the laws of Pennsylvania the deer is permitted
to be killed before the fawns are sufficiently grown.

« The importance of an established rule in relation to
this matter cannot be doubted; and when there are no
laws to regulate this practice, nothing but example can
produce any effect. We think that it behooves every
real sportsman to refrain from doing any act which he
would wish to be kept secret; and although there may
be some speciousness in the excuse, that ¢if I don’t kill
the birds now others will;’ still, two wrongs can never
make a right, and it is much better to refrain from the
commission of an impropriety than to join others, whose
only apology is the example you have set before them.”
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CHAPTER X. “

HABITS OF PARTRIDGES—GOOD SHOOTING, ETC.

“To the sportsman, I think nothing ought to be more
interesting, and certainly nothing is more necessary,
than a knowledge of the natural history and habits of
the animal which he hunts. Of these, then, the common
partridge claims the first consideration.

“ These interesting birds break the covey (or pair off,
as we more commonly express it), in the months of April
and May, and when the spring is very early, as soon as
March. They lay from twelve to fifteen eggs, and
these generally in the months of June and July. The
time of incubation is about the same number of days.
Its nest is beautifully and judiciously built; generally
under a hedge of grass, the rails of a fence, or by the
side of an old stump. Its shape is a recumbent cone,
opening to the horizon, and so well and closely con-
structed as to protect it on all sides from the weather.
The early strength and activity of the chicks are re-
markable. They generally move off the first day, and
very often you will find the young with a part of the
shell still ‘attached.

“'The hunting season commences with us about the
first of November. Earlier than this, a number of them
are found unfledged, and it affords but poor amusement
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to the genuine sportsman to take them in this helpless
state.

« Their daily habits, times of feednng, of resting, the
fields and places which they prefer, are also interesting.

« They leave their huddle (the mode of collecting, or
huddling at night, has interest:. they all form an exact
ring, or circle, with their tails pointing directly to the
centre; and, of course, their bodies and heads coming
out as radii, in which situation, they are prepared for any
alarm), soon after the first dawn of day, and never with-
out the most cheering little noise, (which seems to be
general amongst them,) as if congratulating each other
on the light of the new day. When these salutations are
over, they run off feeding, (apparently the happiest crea-
tures in the world,) and continue until about midday,
when they again collect, roll themselves in the dirt, or
sit about in the grass. They now do not ramble much
until late in the afternoon, when they again commence
feeding rapidly, until near the close of the day. If one
should accidentally wander too far, or they should be
scattered by the huntsman, they eollect themselves again
by rather a plaintive little whlstle, answered from one to
the other.

“The above is the course for a still and clear day;
but rain, cold, and wind, always produce a variation.
When raining, they travel but little, and when snowing
never. They then generally shelter themselves under
fallen bushes, or in the corners of the fence, or in thick
broom sedge, or weeds. Cold and windy days they
mostly keep close, not. venturing far; and if ‘they do,
they seek a sunny hill-side, which protects them from
the wind.

“Their places of feeding I have also observed Grass



HABITS OF PARTRIDGES. 86

seed they prefer to every -thing else. Can a field be
found which has not been cultivated, nor much grazed
for a number of years, and in which the grass and
weeds have grown luxuriantly, there the sportsman may
find much good shooting.

“ They are very apt also to visit oat or wheat stacks
once or twice per day; and, in the winter, when the seed
become more scarce, you will generally find them around
our wheat or rye fields, along the fences, or the adja-
cent branch, that they may feed upon the tender sprigs
and have a ready covert to which they may flee in
case of danger. They seldom venture far in the field ;
but, in very cold weather, when the earth is covered
with snow, they become much more tame, through
necessity, venturing to the farm-pens and barn-yards.

“We have delightful sport with them. During the
last season we killed a great many. One day, Mr. I,
Mr. G, and myself, rode to Mr. C’s fields. Owing to
delay, we did not reach it until eleven o’clock, (a bad
hour,) and met with little success at first. We stayed but
a few hours, and bagged fifty-six birds. Mr. I, this
day, excelled beyond expectation. He fired forty-three
times, killed thirty-eight birds, and wounded four, only
missing clearly once. He used a double-barrelled flint-
gun, whirled and fired five times, with both’barrels, in
different directions, killed nine birds, and wounded the
tenth. This is good shooting with us, and requires a
ready hand and a quick eye. A party of us made a
hunt, some time ago, and we bagged one hundred and
forty-seven. Of these Mr. I killed fifty.

% Qur dogs, Cato and Ponto, behaved remarkably
well throughout the season. They never flushed, and a
straggler could scarcely escape. Cato is the best of

.
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dogs. He has a slow, but regular lope, hunts remarka-
bly close, and the powers of his nose would, if the various
instances were related, seem incredible. When we
would flush, he would always wait. for orders as to the
. course he should go, and as soon as he found the bird
was near, he almost invariably looked back at you, as if
asking, ‘are you ready ?’ and soon took his stand., He
is a large dog, liver-coloured, with spots, and of untiring
powers. Of his pedigree I know nothing, save this,
that the sire and slut were both imported.”* ‘

* We are sorry and ashamed to have forgotten, if we knew, the real
name of such an agreeable writer.



CHAPTER XI.
AMERICAN HARE—(LEPUS AMERICANUS),

Whaicn is very commonly, but very improperly called
rabbit. Indeed the hare and rabbit so much resem-
ble each other, that we do not wonder that mere empi-
rical observers should have been puzzled in assigning
distinguishing marks of difference between them. There
are many circumstances in which they differ, in reference
to their reproductive system for example, which are
sufficient to constitute them of very distinct species.
Thus, the nest of the hare is open, constructed without
care, and destitute of a lining of fur. The nest of a
rabbit is concealed in a hole of the earth, constructed of
dried plants, and lined with fur, which is pulled from its
own body. The young of the hare, at birth, have their
eyes and ears perfect, their legs in a condition for run-
ning, and their bodies covered with fur. The young of
the rabbit at birth, have their eyes and ears closed, are
unable to travel, and are naked. The maternal duties
of the hare are few in number, and consist in licking
the young dry at first, and supplying them regularly
with food. Those of the rabbit are more numerous,
and consist of the additional duty of keeping the young
in a state of suitable cleanliness and warmth. ¢ The
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circumstances attending the birth of a hare, are ana-
logous,” says Dr. Fleming, ““to those of a horse, while
those of a rabbit more nearly resemble the Fox.”

The American hare is found throughout this country
to as far north as the vicinity of Carlton House, in the
Hudson’s Bay country. In summer the pelage is dark
brown on the upper part of the head, a lighter brown
on the sides, and of an ash-colour below. ~The ears are
wide and edged with white, tipped with brown, and
very dark on their back parts; their sides approach to
an ash-colour: The inside of the neck is slightly ferru-
ginous ; the belly and the tail is small, dark abeve, and
white below, havmg the inferior surface turned up. The
hind legs are covered with more white than dark hairs,
and both fore and hind feet have sharp-pointed, narrow,
and nearly straight nails. In winter, the pelage is
nearly twice the length of what it is in summer, and ‘is
altogether, or very nearly white. The weight of the
animal is about seven pounds. It is about fourteen
inches in length. The hind legs are ten inches long, by
which circumstance it is most strongly distinguished,
in external appearance, from the common rabbit of
Europe.

The American hare never burrows in the ground
like the common European rabbit. But in its move-
ments it closely resembles the common hare of Europe,
bounding along with great celerity, and, when pursued,
resorts to the artifices of doubling so well known to be
used by the latter animal. It is not hunted, however, in
this country as in Europe, but is generally roused by
a dog, and shot, or is caught in various snares or
traps.

The kind provisions of nature for the preservation
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of the leporine race, are many and wonderful, and afford
a striking proof, among thousands which might be pro-
duced, of that system of compensations, that balancing
of perfections and defects, that equalizing of the quantity
of life and destruction, on which the continued existence
of the respective tribes of animals depends. If the hare
is, on the one hand, exposed to the attacks of almost
every beast of prey, it is, on the other, abundantly fruit-
ful. The American hare breeds several times- during
the year, and in the Southern States, even during the
winter months, having from two to four or six at a litter.
If often pursued, the hare is also furnished with various
sources of evasion and escape. Itsears are so contrived,
as to convey even remote sounds from behind : the eyes
are so situated as to enable it, when at rest on its seat,
to observe without difficulty, and even without much
motion of the head, a whole circle; and, though it sees
imperfectly in a straight line forwards, it can direct its

vision to whatever threatens it in the way of pursuit;
and the eyes are never wholly closed during sleep.
From the extraordinary muscularity of its limbs, it can
sustain the fleetness of its course for a considerable
time, while the greater length of the hinder legs gives it
such a decided advantage in ascending, that, when
started, it always makes to the rising ground. Its habi-
tual timidity, and perpetual apprehension of danger pre-
serves it lean, and in a condition the best adapted to
profit by that speed which forms its security. The
thick hairy protection of its feet also gives it, in dry or
frosty weather, an advantage over the dog which pursues
it. Its near approach in célour to the soil often conceals
it from the sight of man, and predacious animals; and
in the northern countries, its fur becoming white, as we
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said before, the animal can scarcely be distinguished
from the surrounding snow. As if conscious of its re-
semblance to the earth on which it treads, it has often
been known when closely pursued by the hounds, to
squat behind a clod, and suffer the dogs to run over it,
which they no sooner do, than it instantly takes a con-
trary direction, and thus deceives them. As it possesses
the sense of smell in a pre-eminent degree, it is often
aware of the presence of an enemy before it can ascer-
tain its danger by the sight. The doublings of its course
are familiar to every European sportsman; and though
in some respects its sagacity seems to be at fault, espe-
cially in exhausting its strength in the early part of the
chase, and in returning to its resting-place by the same
paths, it has been frequently observed to have recourse
to stratagems, which, in the human being, would bespeak
not only presence of mind, but a prompt and practical
application of the reasoning faculties.

During the daytime the hare remains crouched
within its form, which is a mere space of the size of the
animal, upon the surface of the ground, cleared of grass,
and sheltered by some overreaching plant; or else its
habitation is in the hollowed trunk of a tree, or under a
collection of stones. It is commonly at the earliest
dawn, while the dew-drops still glitter on the herbage,
or when the fresh verdure is concealed beneath a mantle
of glistening frost, says Dr. Godman, that the timorous
hare ventures forth in quest of food, or courses undis-
turbed over the plains. Occasionally during the day, in
retired and little frequented parts of the country, an indi-
vidual is seen to scud from the path, where it has been
basking in the sun; but the best time for studying the

» habits of the animal is during moonlight nights, when
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hare was reckoned a great delicacy among the Romans,
and, in Martial’s estimation was superior to that of all
other quadrupeds. From an allusion in the eighth satire
of his second book, we may infer that Horace regarded
- the wing as the part in highest request among his

countrymen.

Et leporum avulsos, ut multé suavius, armos,

Quam si cum lumbis quis edit.

the wings of hares, for so, it seems
No man of luxury the back esteems.

4

Though no animal can appear less formidable or
repulsive to a human being than a timid leveret, it is
somewhat remarkable that the brave Duc D’Epernon,
from one of those constitutional antipathies for which
it is so difficult to account, always fainted at the sight
of one.

There are probably four species, belonging to the
genus Lepus, which are natives of North America, viz.

1. The American hare, Lepus Americanus; L. God-
man’s Am. Nat. Hist. vol. ii. page 157.

2. The Polar hare, L. Glacialis; Sabin. Godman,
page 163.

. The Virginia hare, L. Virginianus; Harlan. Faun.
Americ. pages 196 and 310.
4. The Varying hare, L. Variabilis; Pallas.



CHAPTER XII

THE SQUIRREL.

Tre individuals belonging to the animal family of
which we shall presently proceed to describe one spe- -
cies, are remarkable for the liveliness of their disposi-
tion, the quickness of their motions, and the general
beauty and neatness of their appearance. They climb
trees, and spring from branch to branch with' astonishing
agility. Some of them are furnished with hairy mem-
branes, in the form of a lateral and expansile skin, which
enables them to leap occasionally from one tree to
~another. But though, from this circumstance, they are
called flying squirrels, they are incapable of keeping up
their volant motion in the manner of bats.- The tails of
all the tree squirrels are very long, bushy, and light;
having the long hairs so extended towards one another,
as to render this appendage wider than deep. In the
extensive leaps which the animals take from tree to tree,
their tail seems to serve the same purpose which the
feather does to the arrow; for it balarices the body, and
renders their motion through the air much more steady
than it would otherwise be. The greatest number of
the species live almost entirely in woods, and make their
‘nests in the hollows of trees; others burrow in the earth,
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and are, therefore, called ground squzrrcls They live
entirely on vegetable food ; particularly nuts, and other
fruits. When on the ground, they advance by leaps;
and in-eating, they sit erect, and hold their food in their
fore-paws. Many of them may with care be rendered
docile; but when irritated they attempt to bite. The
skins of all the species are considerably valued as fur,
and their flesh is a very palatable food.

The common gray squirrel is still very common
throughout the United States, and was once so exces-
sively multiplied as to be a scourge to the inhabitants,
by invading the corn fields, from which it carries off
and destroys a very large quantity of grain. Hence a
pretty inveterate war is waged against it by the farmers.

Early in spring, the males of this species are observed
to be particularly nimble and frolicsome, exhibiting '
wonderful proof of agility, while the females, like true
coquettes, feign to avoid them by a variety of entertain-
ing sallies. In warm summer evenings, they may also
be seen playing their gambols among the trees; but
they seem to dread the heat of the sun; for during the
day they commonly remain in their retreats, reserving
their principal excursions for the night. This retreat, or
nest, is generally formed among the large branches of a
great tree, principally oak trees, where they begin to
fork off into small ones. Having selected the part where
the timber is beginning to decay, and where a hollow
may be more easily effected, the squirrel commences
her operations by making a kind of level between these
forks, and then fetching twigs, moss, and dry leaves,
binds them so closely that they can resist the most vio-
lent storm. This part of the structure is covered on all
sides, and has but a single opening at the top, just large
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enough to admit the animal; and this opening is itself
defended from the weather by a kind of canopy, formed
like a cone, so as to throw off the rain, however heavy
“it may fall. The inside is soft, roomy, commodious,
and warm. During cold weather the squirrels seldom
leave their snug retreats, except for the purpose of
visiting their store-houses, and obtaining a supply of |
provisions. It has been said that the approach of un-
commonly cold weather is foretold when these squirrels
are seen out in unusual numbers, gathering a larger
1stock of provisions, lest their magazines should fail.
This, however, it has been again remarked, is not an
infallible sign, at least in vicinities where many hogs are
allowed to roam at large, as these keen-nosed brutes are
very expert at discovering the winter hoards of the
-squirrel, which they immediately appropriate to their
own use.

Like most of the animals belonging to this order, they
are very prolific. The young are generally three or
four in number, and are produced about the middle of
summer, and sometimes earlier. The squirrel is ex-
tremely watchful; and it is alleged, that if. the tree in
‘which it resides is but touched at the bottom, it instantly
takes the alarm, quits its retreat, and glides from tree to
tree till it is beyond the reach of danger. For some
hours it remains-at a distance from home yntil the alarm
has subsided, and then it returns by paths, which, to
nearly all quadrupeds but itself, are utterly impassable.
Owing to its wonderful activity, it is very difficult to
take a full grown squirrel alive, but we have seen boys
sometimes contrive to lay hold of it, by assembling in
the woods, and pursuing the animal with Joud noises,
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and the barking of dogs, when it seems to lose its pre-
sence of mind, and falls to the ground.

The squirrel expresses the sensation of pain by a sharp
piercing cry, and that of pleasure by a sound not unlike

" the purring of a cat. Besides, when teased or irritated,
it occasionally utters a loud growl of discontent. It has
been remarked that its gullet is very narrow, to prevent
the food from being disgorged, in descending trees, or
in leaping downwards. The species we are now de-
scribing, is remarkable among all our squirrels for its
beauty and actmty It is in captivity very playful and
mischievous, and is more frequently kept as a pet than
any other. It becomes very tame, and may be allowed
to spend a great deal of the time entirely at liberty,
where nothing is exposed that can be injured by its
teeth, which it is sure to try upon every article of furni-
ture, &c., in its vicinity. It is curious, that in its wild
state it satisfies its thirst only with the dew or rain col-
lected in the leaves or the hollows of trees, but in its
domesticated state it drinks freely, and a considerable
quantity at a draught. In its wild state also, it feeds
prineipally upon hickory nuts, chestnuts, and mast; in
a state of captivity, it will eat a great variety of fruits,
and other vegetable substances, and is delighted with
sugar and sweetmeats.

The gray squirrel varies considerably in colour, but
is most commonly of a fine bluish gray, mmg]ed with a
slight golden hue. This golden colour is especially
obvious on the head, along the sides, where the white
hair of the belly approaches the gray of the sides, and
on the anterior part of the fore and superior part of the
hind feet, where it is very rich and deep. This mark
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on the hind feet is very prominent, and evident even in
those varieties which differ most from the common
colour. For some remarks on the apparent or supposed
emasculation of the squirrel, we refer our readers to the
American Farmer, vol. V. :

There are, belonging to the genus Sciurus, at least
twenty-nine species; we shall content ourselves with
mentioning those only which belong to America.

1. Common gray squirre]l—Sciurus Carolinensis. Gmel.
Godman’s American Nat. Hist. vol. ii. p. 131.

" 2. Fox squirrel—S. Vulpinus. Gmel. Godman, p. 128.

3. Cat squirrel—S. Cinereus. Lin. Gmel. Godman,
p- 129.

4. Black squirrel—S. nger Lin. Godman, p. 133.

5. Great tailed squirrel—S. Macroureus. Say. God-
man, p. 184.

6. Line tail squirrel—S. Grammurus. Say. Godman,
p- 136.

7. Four-lined squirrel—S. Quadrivittatus. Say. God-
man, p. 137.

8. The chickaree—S. Hudsonius. Forster. Godman,
p. 138,

9. Red belly squirrel—S. Ruﬁventer Geoff. God-
man, p. 141.

10. Ground squirrel—S. Striatus. Klein. Godman,
p- 142.

11. Rocky Mountain ground squzrrel—-S Lateralis.
Say. Godman, p. 144.

12. Louisiana squirrel—S. Ludovicianus. Curtis.

The flying squirrel belongs to the genus Pteromys.

7 v



CHAPTER XIII
HINTS TO SHOOTERS. -

As I do not profess to teach the art of gun-making, it
- will suffice to recommend all, when intending to purchase
a gun, to go to some respectable maker, and, after
having described the calibre, weight, and any particular
bend of stock that suits, to leave the minutize to him.
For his own credit he will do all in his power to make
the gun shoot well; and, if he cannot accomplish it
himself, no instructions of an amateur will assist him.
If a cheap gun will better suit his finances, let him
endeavour to purchase a tolerably sound second-hand
one of some good maker, rather than a new one of
doubtful manufacture ; for badly made guns are always
dangerous, while it requires considerable wear to render
one so that was originally otherwise.

We will suppose he has purchased one, or is-about to
purchase it, (for he should by all means try it first,)) I
will proceed to describe how it should be tried, in order
to ascertain if it be as good as guns ordinarily are. I
say ordinarily; for some few guns have accidentally
turned out such extraordinary shooters as to defy the
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art of the man who made them to make another equally
good, and have been valued accordingly. Such a gun
is now in the possession of Captain-Ross. He gave
upwards of one hundred guineas for it, although a
pawnbroker would not venture to ask ten for it.

The first thing to be done is to examine the fittings of
the lock, &c., whether the external workmanship be as
good as the price demands; for of course a low-priced
gun cannot be expected to be finished in as handsome
style as one for which a top price is to be paid.

The action of the lock is next to be examined. On
withdrawing the cock, it should feel smooth and oily,
and at the same time snap sharp and quick. No grating
nor harshness should be felt, and the trigger should pull
tolerably easy. The main spring of a detonator cannot
well be too strong. The hammer, when on full cock,
should be as close to the nipple as possible, so that no
time may be lost after the trigger is pulled. This is not
paid sufficient attention to by many makers, and there-
fore should be insisted on. by purchasers. The cock
may be allowed to look clumsy, rather than be left slight

.for the sake of appearance. The head or part that

covers the nipple when down, I think should be solid,
and not opened in front, as is commonly done. Those
opened in front are liable to break, particularly when
anti-corrosive caps are used. The nipple ought to slant

. 80 as to range with the line of the circle that the head

of the cock makes when drawn up. If this is not
attended to, it will be liable to fly off when struck with
the hammer.

I say nothing of the tube guns, not having had much '
experience with them. They are troublesome to load
and keep clean; and I have yet to learn what merit

o
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they possess to counterbalance so great objections. The
barrel should be free from flaws, and when held to the
light, should show no shadows or waves. A good
average length for a fourteen gauge, is two feet six
inches, but some prefer it longer. The disposition of
the metal is of more importance. It should run nearly
the same thickness from the breech for about six inches,
and then gradually taper off to the end. It is a bad
practice to begin tapering from the breech, as the
greatest strain on the barrel is where the charge first
moves, or where the gun leads. Here also the wear is
greatest, and in fact here it is that it generally bursts.
Purdy and some others are now making their guns
much stronger here than formerly. Let not this matter
be considered trifling: it should be remembered that a
gun is a dangerous weapon, even after every precaution,
and will not therefore admit of any liberties being taken.



CHAPTER XIV.

PROPORTIONS OF FOWDER AND SHOT.

TaE quantity of powder and shot which constitutes
the correct load or charge for the fowling-piece, is a
circumstance which ought to be duly impressed on the
mind of every shooter, and to which, I am inclined to
think, not sufficient attention is generally paid. On trial, .
it will be found that all guns shoot the strongest the first
discharge, or, in other words, when they are perfectly
clean, and that the force decreases in exact proportion
as the piece becomes foul ; hence the necessity of occa-
sionally wiping out the barrel during a long day’s shoot-
ing. There is also a certain proportion of powder and
shot which will exactly suit every fowling-piece ; and to
ascertain this should be the first object with all new guns.
If a piece be overloaded with powder, the shot will ‘
scatter very much, and but few pellets will strike the
object; whereas, if an insufficient quantity of powder
be used, the shot will not be driven with sufficient force.
Yet, it is more than probable, that a trifling variation
will be found in all guns; or, to spcak more plainly, it
will be a difficult matter to find .two pieces, though of
the same length and calibre, which require precisely
the same charge. A very good method of ascertaining
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the proper load for a fowling-piece is by firing at sheets
of paper at given distances, and the progressive results
will guide the shooter in the increase or decrease of
either the powder or shot, or both.

On investigation it will probably be found, that the
general error in loading the fowling-piece, is using too
much powder, which not only very much scatters the
shot, but renders the recoil almost insupportable,—it is
quite a mistaken notion to suppose that a distant object
will be better reached with a large load of powder, or
that the force of the shot is thus increased; as it will be
found, on experiment, that those pellets which strike the
mark are not so strongly driven as when a reduced, but
a correct, portion of powder is used, to say nothing of
the scattering of the shot, by which a small object will
generally be missed. Hence it is highly necessary that
the correct charge should be ascertained, and uniformly
adopted. '



CHAPTER XV.
TOLING FOR DUCKS.

More than forty years ago, this curious mode of
getting ducks is said to have had its commencement,
near Havre de Grace, Maryland.

Tradition says the discovery was made by a sports-
man, who, patiently waiting for a body of ducks to feed
within gun-shot (as was then the only chance of getting
a shot at them on the water), saw them suddenly raise
their heads, and swim directly for the shore. On look- -
ing for the cause of this strange manceuvre, he found
they were decoyed by a red fox playing on the shore.

An active, sprightly dog is generally selected for this
service. They are taught from their infancy to run after
small pebbles, and when taken to the shore, the sports-
man, from behind his blind, throws stones up and down
the shore, after which his dog runs. The continued
action of the dog attracts the attention of the ducks, and
they run into him. The only art necessary is to keep
your dog in constant motion ; a red colour is best, and
a long bushy tail of great advantage.

There are few dogs which gain celebrity in this capa-
city; they generally become too fond of the ducks, and
either stop to look at them, as they approach the shore,
or lay down; in either case, your sport is spoiled.
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The canvass-back and red heads are the best to tole,
and they appear to. be differently operated on. The
former comes to the dog with head erect, sitting high
on the water ; and when near you has, if I may use the
expression, a kind of idiotic look in the eye, whereas
the latter are more sunk in the water, and appear
unconscious of their approach to the shore.

Ducks act very strangely sometimes. I have seen a
dog play without effect at one spot, when, by moving a
short distance to another blind, the same dycks would
run into him as fast as they could swim:. At other
times I have seen them take no notice of a dog, when
they would run immediately in to a red silk handker-
chief tied to the end of a ramrod, and kept in constant
motion on the outside and in front of your blind.
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