THE

BUILDER's COMPANION,

AND

WORKMAN’s GENERAL ASSISTANT :

DEMONSTRATING,

After the moft eafy and pracical Method,

ALL THE

PRINCIPAL RULES of ARCHITECTURE,

FROM
The*Pran to the ORNAMENTAL FInNi1s H;

Illuftrated with a greater Number of ufeful and familiar Examples ‘than any
Work of that Kind hitherto publifhed ;

WITH

Clear and ample INsTRUcTIONs annexed to each Subjet or Nurhber! on the
fame PLaTE;

Bemg not only ufeful. but neceffary to all Masons, BRICKLAYERs, PLasTErems,
CARPENTERS, JOINERS,and others concerned in the feveral Branches of BuiLpiyc, £9¢,

The Whole corre@ly engraven on 102 Folio Corper-PraTes,

Containing upwards of Seven Hunprep Desiews on, the following Subjeds, €.

1. Of Foundations, Walls, and their Diminutions, Fit- |
nefs of Chimneys, and Proportion of \Light to
Rooms, with the due Scantlings of Timber to be cut
for Building, &c.

J1. Great Variety of Geometrjcal, Elliptic, and Poly-
gon Figures, with Rules for their Formation. Cen-
tering of all Sorts fot- Groinds, Brick and Stone
Arches, &c. both Circular and Splay’d, alfo with
Circular Sofits in a Circilar Wall: Many Examples
for Glewing and Vaneering, Niches, {Fe. with Rules
for tracing the Cover of Curve-Line Roofs, Piers,
Vales, Pedeftals for Sun-dials, Bufts, &, and their
moft faitable Proportions.

to fhew the Manner of fetting Carrfages for the Steps,

alfo the framing of String-Boardsf4nd Rails; and Like»
wife of fixing them.

V. The Five Orders of Architecture from Palladio,
with the Rule for ga’ugig\;/zI Flutes and Fillets ona di-
minith'd Column, by a Method extremely eafy, and
intirely new.

VI. Doors, Windows, Frontifpieces, Chimney-pieces,
Cornices, Mouldings, {¢c. truly proportion’d, in a
plain and gen-eel tafte.

VII. Sacred Ornaments, wiz. Altar-pieces,~Pulpits,
Monuments, ¢,

VIII. Gothic Architefture, being a various Colletion

1II. General Diretions for Framing Floors and Parti-
tiohs, Trufs-<oofs, {¢c. and Methods to fird the
Length and Backing of Hips, ftrait or curve Lines
to any Pitch, Square or Bevel.

IV. Of Siair-Cafes, varioufly conftru&ted ; the Methods
of working Kamp and Twift-Rails—Profils of Stairs

of Columns, Entablatures, Arches, Docrs Windows,
Chimney-Pieces, and other Decorations in that pre-
vailing Tafte—And it may be noted of thefe, as of all
the foregoing Examples, that they are immediately
adapted to Workmen, and may be executed' by the
mreaneft Capacity.

By WILLIAM PAIN, Archited and Joiner.
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FOREWORD

AVITAL IMPETUS was given to architecture in the eighteenth century
by the number of British architectural hand-books which appeared. The
accepted manner in England was soon echoed in America and the master
builders and designers here manifestly looked to the English pattern books,
published and republished since 1700 for their designs of moldings, cornices,
entablatures; for portals and even for facades.

A careful examination of these early works would seem to indicate that
they were not such complete guides as to leave no need for creative ability
on the part of the individual who used them. They were, with rare excep-
tions, merely books of “‘the orders” and were not manuals of English archi-
tecture.

A part of the working library of one of America’s justly famed carpen-
ter-buil%ers of the eighteenth century has recently been discovered. The old-
est of these volumes is dated 1724. Many of the treatises present a similarity
of plan. They first offer elementary problems in geometry after which are in-
cluded plates of the five orders and in addition details of construction and
such architectural elements as windows, doors and mantels. By the omission
of suggestions for plan arrangement, and, in most books, the complete facade
design, it was probably implied that the responsibility for the design of an
ensemble rested with the individual to whose capacity these hand-books were
a “remembrancer.”

The knowledge that these books on architecture were owned by “prac-
tising architects” in America in the middle of the eighteenth century strength-
ens our conviction that the hand-books were generally within arm’s reach of
the amateur designer. They were published at a time when almost every man
of culture in England interested himself in architecture and when a high
standard of lay criticism existed.

Believing that those interested in the sources of colonial work would en-
joy havinga reprint of one of the best and least familiar of these books,we have
selected “The Builder’s Companion” by William Pain, which was published
in London in 1762 and which was in use in the Colonies in 1763.

A majority of the folio copper plates in this rare work will be published,
in this and the next number of THE MoNoGraPH SERIES. The two parts will
furnish the reader with a document which should be interesting not only to
the lovers of Colonial architecture but also as a working tool in the drafting
room. The first twelve plates are selected from the illustrations of the Five
Orders. These are followed by Frontispieces, Proportions of Doors and Win-
dows. The second part will contain tEe Pediments, Piers for Gates, Vases,
Sun Dials, the proportions of Cornices to Rooms, Mouldings, Mantels, Stair
Cases, Pulpits, Etc.

The modern designer will be convinced, we feel sure, that William Pain,
Architect and Joiner, endeavored to catch the spirit of classic proportion and
“by an intire New Scale” to show the significance of the orders and to make
it easy for anyone to adapt the proportions to modern usage. Our early ar-
chitecture was not molded by buildings of the mother country so much as
by the engraved specimens of the Italian Renaissance and Roman orders. To
study the following Plates, not so much with a view to achieving their exact
reproduction, but rather to acquire the sense of elegance, proportion and del-
icacy with which so many of them are redolent, will more than repay the
student of architecture.

Tue Eprtor

NOTE: This foreward appeared in the 1931 reprint of William Pain’s The Builder's Com-
panion, published as White Pine Monograph Volume XVII, Number 1. We have included
Russell Whitehead’s foreward because it provides background on early builder’s handbooks in
general, and William Pain’s work in particular.



ReprINTED from The Builder’s Companion byWILLIAM Pain
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) S in all Things Order is to be obferved, fo efpecially
y in this excellent Art of Archite¢ture it is requifite
that every Part and Member have its right Order
and due Proportion . There have been mdy Mafters
who with great Careand Induftry have brought this
S oWasols Art to a great Perfection, among whom the famous
Parrapro deferves to be placed in the higheft Rank by all judicious
Artifts ; therefore for the Benefit of Workmen, and that it may be
made more ufeful for all Artificers in Building and Lovers of this
moft noble Art, I have laid down the five Orders of Architeure
according to Parrapio by an intire New ScaLe, to proportion the
Orders to any given Height, and to find the Model or Diameter of
the Column, with every Part of the Orders by the faid Scale ; and for
the better underftanding of which, the Reader is defired to take notice,
that by the Model is fignified the Meafure of the whole Diameter of
the Column : As for Example; Let the Diameter be twelve, fifteen,
or eighteen Inches for the Model, to be divided into fixty Parts or
Minutes, as may be feen by the Scale on the Diameter of the Column
in Page 32, that Scale meafuring every Member in the Order, which
will be proportionable one to another; this dividing of the Diameter
into fixty Parts or Minutes, muft be ufed in all the Orders, in which
I have, with my utmoft Endeavours, rendered it very intelligible, with
a great Number of other ufeful Things for the Benefit of Workmen.
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Moldings for the pedeftal part of Rooms.
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