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PREFACE.

To revive an interest in the delightful pastime of Archery, and to
encourage the practice of an art which promises health, pleasure

satisfaction, and applause, is the aim of the present undertaking.

Archery requires only te be more genetally known, and rendered
familiar, to become universally adopted and esteemed.

Much of the present Work, has been extracted from rare and
expensive publications. The Author has endeavoured to compress
the most valuable information on the subject, and to keep alive that
interest which it is calculated to excite ; and he hopes that his efforts
may tend to raise a desire of becoming acquainted with so charming
a recreation, as that which is to be found in the practice of that

NOBLE INSTRUMENT, THE BOW,
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RSO @tcbm, the great security and bul-

wark of our Ancestors, naturally occupies a place of great interest in
the minds of Englishmen, and for the services which the Bow has ren-
dered to this Country, it must ever be held in grateful remembrance.

The Bow, is of remote antiquity, and hath been the most common
of all Weapons. It is uniformly mentioned in the Sacred Volume
as an Instrument generally used by the Jews in their Wars and
Conflicts. It not only afforded protection, from an invading foe,
and in predatory warfare, but was the chief means by which both
food and raiment were procured. By this Weapon, the greatest
conquests and victories have been achieved, and through its particular
assistance, the less numerous have often been enabled to withstand
the utmost force of the mightiest Empires.

Antique Sculpture, and the fables of the Greeks festify, that the
Bow was held in high regard by that people.

Among the Persians, and the more eastern Nations, this instru-
ment was, for a series of years quite revered, and even to this day,
notwithstanding the introduction of fire-arms, it is greatly prized.

Moseley, in his excellent work on Archery, records, that in the
East, the bow gained a hieroglyphical figure, and was represented
as a King, and the arrow as an Ambassador.
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War, always was, (and it still continues to be,) the chief art cul-
tivated, among even the most civilized nations. It was therefore
natural, that the bow, which, in its effects, was found useful in the
constant war which man waged against the beasts of the field,
should afterwards be turned to the destruction of the human race.

Its first use gained for it an universal reception and confidence, its
latter, assigned it the chief place among implements of war, long
after the introduction of gun-powder.* o

The various accounts which we have of the effects of the English
Long-Bow in battle, are quite surprising ; and, but for their being
so well authenticated, we should at this day, be inclined to treat
them with a smile of unbelief, as * Long-bow stories,” because we
have no adequate means of forming a just estimation of them.

The victories obtained by the ancient English Archers over their
enemies, were many and glorious, they are their best Eulogies, and
stand upon record in the histories of this country, for the perusal
and for the admiration of posterity.

The Bow, that “ancient Weapon of renown,” has completed for
us the task it was destined to accomplish, and we have now, to
look upon it only as an Instrument capable of affording much excel-
lent amusement.

To those who are partial to the art of Archery, and who pursue it
with that animation which it deserves, the Bow readily provesa
source of health and strength, and consequently a helpmate to all
the enjoyments of life.

* Roberts. Eng. Bowman.



ON THE INVENTION OF THE BOW,

MoskELEy, in his essay on Archery, thinks it vain to make conjec-
tures on the probable cause of the invention of the bow, and concludes,
because the earlier periods of the world are hidden in such dense
obscurity, that we cannot form any plausible hypothesis to serve as
an explanation.

Some circumstances however must have given rise to the Bow and
Arrow, and as we are in possession of the fact, that this weapon was
known in the most distant times, it may not be amiss, to endeavour
to draw some conclusion as to the probable mode of the discovery.

The use of the bow may be dated from about that early period
which immediately succeeded the fall of man !

The invention of the instrument like most other discoveries, was
probably from something which nature presented, either in the whole,
or in part.—It is easier however to conceive, that a combination of
circumstances led to the discovery, than to imagine that the display
of any single natural object first attracted attention, and from which
we might venture {o assimilate its construction.—Among the very
earliest people of the earth, no doubt, recourse was soon had to mis-
sive weapons. Let it be presumed then that the first means which
Man took for self defence, and subsequently for the destruction of his
prey, were a stick and a stone.—Throwing the stick would suggest
the utility of sharpening one or both ends of it. Here we have the
invention of the Spear, or small Dart, useful either in throwi mg, or,
for close contest.

The stone, doubtless was soon found to be an effective missile,
and the desire of casting it with greater force than could be given
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by the arm alone, would naturally at the same time be entertained.
In this we perceive the first dawn of the Invention of the Sling ; and
as it must have been immediately evident, that in the increased
length of a stick, would be produced an additional power or weight
of blow, so it would have proved the certainty of throwing the stone
with much increased force, by whirling it with a longer instrument
than that, which the mere hand and arm afforded. Length and
flexibility were wanted, and these deficiences, it may very reason-
ably be supposed, were supplied by the intestines of Animals, or
the bark of trees, by which, we will also presume, the Sling was
formed. Having by these means experienced the efficacy of throw-
ing a stone with a surprising increase of force, the thought probably
suggested itself to the early hunter, that the throwing of his small
spear or dart with equal strength, would be desirable.

The elasticity of wood must necessarily have been known before
the construction of the bow. Trees bending from the effect of wind
and recovering themselves, afforded a perpetual example of it, and
could hardly have been overlooked.

Let us then place before us some circumstances through which
probably it was discovered, that a piece of wood bent, and recover-
ing or disengaging itself, displayed a casting power, pointing out
the utility of the application of the string.

The primitive huts or places of shelter were, most likely, constructed
in a manner similar to that which is adopted at the present day by
Savage Nations, viz,: by bending long stakes, and fixing each end
of them in the ground, thereby forming both the ribs and the rafters
of their humble dwellings.

Then let us imagine one end of a bent rib, or rafter to break its
hold. Being thus freed, Expansion would naturally take place,
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and the adherentsmaller parts of the little building would be forcibly
cast away. Such an accident would be sufficient at once, to give
a hint for the formation of the bow ; and the application of its
powers to propel the rudely formed dart or spear, would soon be
discovered.

In some such instance, probably was first displayed the propelling
quality which existed in the Combination of the stick and the string.

ON THE IMPROVEMENT OF THE BOW,
FROM ITS FIRST INVENTION.

TuE first Bows, doubtless, were formed of rough boughs of trees ;
and as their value in attack and defence must soon have been
proved, the attention of man would immediately have been directed
towards the improvement of the weapon.

- The simple bough being shaped into a more convenient form, and
the utility of making each end more taper than the centre,
evident, would have pointed out the advantage of either making the
curve of the bow regular throughout, or a distinct bend in each
Limb of the instrument, i.e. from either side of the handle to the
tips ; and shewn, that with regard to proper length, substance, and
quality of the material, for the attainment of a sharp and strong cast,
more was to be discovered.

The bow probably remained in its comparatively rude state, for a
length of time,
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Different Nations have always had their own peculiar mode of
making bows, yet the principles-upon which bows were-constructed,
were ever similar in all countries.

Among savage people, and a great part of the eastern world, the
practice of using reed or cane is still common. In the days of Job,
it appears that steel was used in the construction of the bow.*
Homer informs us, that bows were sometimes wmade of horn;
speaking of that of Pandarus, he says,

¢ Twas form’d of Horn and smooth’d with artful toil,
A mountain Goat t resigned the shining spoil.”

And in the Poet’s further description of this same Weapon, we may
conclude, that the ancients ornamented their bows very highly.

¢ The Workmen joined and shaped the bended horns,
And beaten gold each taper point adorns,”

Yew is mentioned by Homer as a bow-wood of the ancients,

The Chinese Tartars, East Indians, Turks, and Persians generally
manufacture their bows of wood and horn combined.

Sometimes the Persians make small, but very strong bows of the
horns of the Antelope, which are generally much more inflected
that any others.

The only Materials hitherto employed, with good effect, in
the long bow, have been horn and wood ; the former, or both

* See chap. xx, verse 24. ¢ He shall flee from the Iron Weapon, and the bow of
steel shall strike him through.”

+ The Horns of the Gortynian Goat are often mentioned as bows.
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combined, are peculiar to the Eastern, the latter, to most of the
European and other Nations. *

It has been imagined that the horn used in the Bows of the
Chinese Tartars and others, undergoes the process of liquefaction;
but this must be quite erroneous, as by liquefying horn, the sub-
stance becomes short and very brittle, and more fit for the manu-
facture of combs and small fancy work ; whereas in the natural state
of born, the fibres which may be perceived to run perfectly from one
end to the other, are preserved, and ensure, by their tenacity, that
toughness and power of cast which are indispensably necessary.
Wood and Sinews form the backs of these Bows and horn the bellies
of the Instruments. The backs are covered with fibres, or animal
sinews, and upon these, the horn is afterwards fixed by strong glue
or cement, and runs from the handle to within 8 or 10 inches of the
nocks. The Nocks or Ends of these bows are of wood and most
artfully fixed to the Sinews and the Horn, over which sinews and
birch bark is cemented.

Chinese Tartary bows, vary in length from about 3 to full 5 feet
when bent. The largest, possess prodigious power, and are capa-
ble of casting a light arrow full five hundred yards. The string is
commonly of twisted silk.} These Bows are remarkably pleasant
in drawing and will allow of Arrows being pulled to the head, of
33 or 34 inches in length,—nearly the full stretch of a tall man’s
arm.

¢ Steel has been lately attempted for the long bow, but without success, for if made
strong enough to insure a quick cast, it was found to be far beyond the power of man
to draw it without mechanical aid : and when otherwise, it proved extremely sluggish
in the cast.

+ Strings made of Silk, are neceesari? thicker than those manufactured of hemp,—
and therefore are not so well calculated for quick casting.
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~ The South Americans, the People of Surinam, and the Africans,
have long straight bows of tolerable great strength to this day ; particu-
+ larly the former people, who use them often, as high as 901 power.
Some of these weapons, are 7 feet in length between the nocks,
—and are occasionally made of a most beautiful hard dark wood,
called Snake Wood and Copie Wood, and another sort, resembling
the finest Mahogany ; they bear a remarkably high polish, and
although heavy, afford a quick cast.

The backs of American bows are mostly grooved.—In respect to
the figures, or length of the various bows made use of in Ancient
times, we have nothing to shew us but sculptured tradition, or
assertions of historians, most of whom, probably were wholly un-
acquainted with Archery.

Herodotus says, that the bows used by the Ethiopians, were of
Palm Tree, the length not less than 4 cubits* and that these peo-
ple shot with extremely long arrows.

The Carducian bow was, (according to Moseley,) 3 cubits long,
and the arrows 2.

During the time of Julius Ceesar, the bow was much in use
among the Cretans, whose Archers then composed part of the
Roman Troops.t

From this fact, we must conclude, either that the Romans brought
the bow to this country, or caused some improvements to be made
on those which they found in the possession of the Britons.

* The Cubit was a foot and a half of our measure.——The ancient Egyptian cubit
was (according to Mr. Graves) one foot nine inches and three quarters of our
measure.

4+ See 2nd book of Julius Ceesar’s Commentaries.
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Previous to the Norman Conquest, it does not appear that the
English paid any particular attention to archery. That great event
was doubtless brought about by the superiority of the Norman
archers over those of our own Country. The severe lesson that was
then taught to the vanquished, wasnot forgotten. From that period,
the English archers began to rise, and prove themselves “ terrible in
Arms,” and not only ultimately to equal, but toexcel all the former
exploits of other Nations. Thus, it may be said, that Archery be-
came, the Theme of this Kingdom and naturalized to the Country.*

King William encouraged and commanded the practice of the
bow, and in a short time after the battle of Hastings, the English
archers formed a considerable portion of the National infantry.

The ancient English Long Bows, used as weapons of war, were
made of wood only, and the most esteemed were of foreign yew.

The superior value of foreign Yew as a Bow-wood, is recognised
by statutes passed in the reign of Edward IV, and Richard III.
which direct, that Bow-staves “shall be imported from Venice ;”’ +
according to Grose, we find that * To prevent a too great consump-
tion of foreign yew, it was enacted, by Act 33, Henry VIII, that
Bowyers were to make four bows of any other wood to one of yew,”
and any person under 17 years of age, (unless possessed of move-

* According to Grose, Archery, which during the Reign of Edward the 3rd,
was raised to the highest pitch of excellence that most probably it ever attained, was
kept up ’till about the year 1643, when it gradually gave way to the use of fire-arms.

+ Spanish and Flemish yew was also much esteemed for Bows, and Stow says ¢‘that
the People of Castile, purposely destroyed their woods, and provided by Law that
no such wood should preserved. The best yew, however, for bows appears
unquestionably to have been imported from Venice. In the Reign of Richard III.
merchants trading to places from whence bow-staves were commonly brought, were
obliged to import four bow-staves for every ton of Malmsey or Tyre wine, under a
Eenalty of 13s. 4d. and in order to encourage the Importation, those of six feet and a

alf long or more, were excused payment of duty.
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ables worth 40 marks, or the son of Parents having an Estate of
ten pounds, per annum ;) not to shoot in a yew bow, under a penalty
of 6s..8d. .

The act, 8th. of Elizabeth, Cap. 10th. regulates the prices of bows,
and directs, that when “a common, or Livery bow, or a bow of
English yew, is sold for 2s. a bow of foreign yew, may be sold for
6s..8d. It may here be remarked, that Mr. Ainsworth, a Bowyer,
living at Walton le Dale near Preston very lately sold two Self Bows
made by himself, of Spanish Yew, one for £8—the other for £10.
The length of English bows during the reign of Edward IV. became
a matter for legislative consideration, questionless for the purpose of
preventing an apprehended decline of the then hitherto acquired
power of English Archery.

On referring to the statute of 5th Edward I'V, Cap. iv, we find that
“Every Englishman, and Irishman, that dwell with Englishmen and
speak English, that be betwixt sixteen and sixty in age, shall have
an English bow of his own length, and one fistmele,* at the least,
betwixt the necks, with 12 Shafts of the length of three quarters of
the Standard.”

Estimating the breadth of an ordinary man’s fist at about four
inches, the bow for a man five feet six inches high was by this law
required to be nearly six feet betwixt the Nocks; but the Irish
Statute of Edward IV, says “ That the bow shall not exceed the
height of a man,” &c.—Judging from the fact, that the common range
of an English Archer’s shot in these early times, was from sixteen
to twenty score yards, we may form some notion of the prodigious
power of the bows used by this country in battle, and of the great
muscular strength required, to use with effect, such mighty
machines, v

# & Fistmele” meant handful.
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From the well authenticated and undoubted records of the effects
of our ancient strong shooting, it would not be overrating the strength
of the war bow, to say, that it must have been from 100 to 120 and
150 pounds.* '

It would be needless to recount the various acts passed during the
successive reigns of the kings of England, for the encouragement of
Archery ; suffice it to say, that from the days of William the Con-
queror, in whose reign, the art attracted the particular attention of
the Government, to the Sixteenth Century, it was the great security
and bulwark of the land. -

In the East Indies, and in South America, the natives make use
of another sort of Long-bow, called the Pellet-Bow, which is calcu-
lated more for shooting small birds, than to be used as an Instrument
of attack or defence. It has two strings of equal length, which are
kept asunder by a piece of cane about an inch long, at nearly two
inches from each extremity of the bow. At the centre of the strings,
is a sort of small webbed half-bag, in which the pellet is placed.
The missile is held therein, between the finger and thumb ; and at
the moment of loosing the string, the bow-arm is stretched out, so as
to twist the strings a little outwards, which movement allows the
pellet to pass without danger to the bow-hand. The pellets are
usually made of clay.

From the time that Archery was first introduced into this country,
to the days of Henry VIII, the English bow was formed of only one
piece of wood. Had it been otherwise, no doubt Ascham would

* Henry VIIL ‘pased acts relative to Archery, and amongst the several rules and
regulations made for the support of the art, was one that says, ¢ none under 24 years
of age, might shoot any standing mark except it was for a rover, and then he was to
change his mark at every shot, under the &enalty of four-pence for every shot made
contrary, &c. Also, that no person above the age of 24 should shoot at any mark that
was not above eleven score yards distant, under pain of forfeiting for every shot 6s..8d.
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have noticed it in his “ Toxophilus.”—Since his time, a most impor-
tant discovery in Archery has been made, by uniting a thin piece of
tough and spirited wood, such as ash, hiccory, or lance wood, to
the principal part of the bow. Bows of this sort have, since the inven-
tion, been called backed, and the other sort from that time, received
the title of self-bows.—About six years ago, a Mr. J. Dennett, of
Newport, in the Isle of Wight, made an experiment by introducing
a small slip of quick casting wood along in the centre of the belly of
a bow, from the handle to the nocks.—It succeeded admirably.

From the days of the first decline of English archery, the growth
of the Bow-woods, particularly that of Yew, has been much neglect-
ed ; and probably from the consequent difficulty of obtaining an
adequate supply of good clean staves, to make self-bows, (which
should be at least six feet in length,) the idea of backing two shorter
pieces of bow-wood to make one whole, was entertained, a notion,
which might perhaps have been strengthened by the example alrea-
dy set, in the formation of the bows of the Chinese Tartars, and
other Eastern people.*—The invention of backing, has frequently
been attended with considerable advantages, not only in enabling a
Bowyer to produce a good bow from two distinct pieces of short wood,
which otherwise would have been useless, but even in case of a fret,
or small crack appearing on the back of a valuable Self-bow, when
the back or sap of such an instrument might be cut away, and pre-
pared for the reception of a perfect and well seasoned piece of ash,
hiccory, or lance wood.

The Art of uniting two pieces of wood in the construction of the
bow, has given birth to a further experiment in Archery.

* The Belly part of a backed bow, is generally in two pieces united in the centre,
lltixt ihe wood with which they are backed must ge one entire piece, from Nock to
ock.
¢
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Bows have been made consisting of three, four, and somtimes
five pieces. *

It has been justly remarked, “that had the bow continued a
military weapon in this country, it would in all probability, have
derived new powers; or at least those which it is acknowledged to
possess, would have been increased, by means of that perfection
which philosophy and the arts have to this day attained.” Possibly
the present method of working in, and tempering, horn and steel,
might, under the skill of modern artificers, lead to something highly
useful to Archery, either by connecting those two materials with
wood, or by using them separately and independently. The trial
seems worthy the effort of genius, for should it succeed, the bow
“ the peculiar engine of the land,”” might again become the superior
and all-conquering weapon of war !”’

ANECDOTES OF ARCHERY.

Tue bow is frequently mentioned in Holy Writ. In the sacred
volume, we find that Isaac called his son Esau, and said, “Now
therefore take, I pray thee, thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow,

* The manufacturing of these bows, requires great attention. Mr. Waring of
London has brought bows of this description to a high perfection. The backed ones
which consist only of one or two pieces of wood for the belly, and the second or third
or whole piece for the back, are probably sufficiently hazardous, considering the un-
certainty and moisture of the English climate, without increasing the chance of sepa-
ration and fracture by the addition of two more pieces giued tog:%her—Every backing
is necessarily atten!ed with much risk and trouble. The fixing of the several
g:.:ts together, is done in frames, which are generally reflexed, without which, good

king cannot be accomplished.—Hence the necessity of employing a good Bowyer.
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and go out to the field, and take me some venison ; and make me
savoury meat, such as I love, and bring it to me, that I may eat,
that my soul may bless thee before I die.” *

Jonathan, the son of Saul, was a skilful Archer, but it appears
that the bow had been neglected amongst the armies of Israel, for
in the fatal battle near mount Gilboa, between Saul and the Philis-
tines, we read ; * The battle went sore against Saul, and the archers
hit him, and he was sore wounded of the archers.””

In the succeeding chapter, we are told that David gave orders for
the children of Judah to be taught the use of the bow.

We find the bow mentioned occasionally by Homer. The Poet
speaking of Pandarus aiming an arrow at Menelaus, the action is
thus described : }

¢ Now with full force the yielding horn he bends,

Drawn to an arch, and joins the doubling ends;

Close to the breast he strains the nerve below,

Till the barb’d point approach the circling bow ;

Th’ impatient weapon wizzes on the wing,

Sounds the tough horn, and twangs the quivering string.”

~ The Locrians were a body of troops in the Grecian army, who
occasionally used both the bow and the sling.§

¢The Locrian squadrons, nor the jav'lin wield,
Nor bear the helm, nor lift the moony shield;
But skill'd from far the flying shaft to wing,

Or whirl the sounding pebble from the sling.—
Dext’rous with these they aim a certain wound,
Or fell the distant warrior to the ground.”

* Genesis xxviii, 3, 4,  + 1Samuel xxxi, 3, 1 Tliad book iv, line 162.
§ Tliad book xiii, line 891.
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The suitors of Penelope, having in" vain attempted to bend the

bow of Ulysses, (that hero being present disguised like a beggar,)
he with much difficulty obtains leave to try his skill.

« One hand aloft display’d,
The bending horns, and one the string essay’d.
From his essaying hand the string let fly,
Twang’d short and sharp, like the shrill swallow’s cry.
A general horror ran through all the race,

Sunk was each heart, and pale was every face.—
‘When fierce the hero o’er the threshold strode ;
Stript of his rags, he blaz’d out like a god.

Full in their face the lifted bow he bore,

And quiver'd deaths, a formidable store :

Before his feet the rattling shower he threw,

And thus terrific, to the suitor crew ;

One vent'rous game this hand has won to day,
Another, Princess! yet remains to play ;

Another mark our arrow must attain,

Pheebus! assist; nor be the labour vain,

Swift as the word the parting arrow sings,

And bears thy fate, Antinous, on its wings :
‘Wretch that he was, of unprophetic soul !

. High in his hands he rear’d the golden bowl.
Even then to drain it, lengthen’d out his breath ;
Chang’d to the deep, the bitter draught of death:
For fate who fear'd amidst a feastful band !

And fate to numbers, by a single hand !
Full thro’ his throat Ulysses’ weapon past,
And pierced the neck, He falls, and breathes his last.”

Eneas, in celebrating the anniversary of his Father’s funeral,
amongst other sports and exercises, introduces archery.

¢ Forthwith Eneas to the sports invites

All who with feathered shafts would try their skill;
And names the prizes. With his ample hand

He from Serestus’ ship a mast erects;
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And on it by a rope suspended ties

A swift-wing'd dove, at which they all should aim
Their arrows: They assemble ; and the lots
Shuffl’d into a brazen casque are thrown.

With fav'ring shouts Hippocoon first appears,
Offspring of Hyrtacus: Then Mnestheus next,
So lately victor in the Naval strife ;

And crown'd with olive green, Eurytion third.

L J L * * L ]

Then all with manly strength
Bend their tough yeugh ; each with his utmost force,
All from their quivers draw their shafts: and first
Shot from the twanging nerve, Hippocoon’s flies
Along the sky, beats the thin liquid air
And on the body of the mast adverse
Stands fix’d : the mast and frighted bird at once
Tremble, and all the cirque with shouts resounds,
Next eager Mnestheus with his bended bow
Stands ready, and his eyes and arrow aim’d
Direct to heav'n; yet could not reach the dove,
Herself, unfortunate, but cut the knots,
And hempen ligaments in which she hung
Ty’d by the feet upon the lofty mast,
She flies into the winds and dusky clouds.
Eurytion then impatient, and long since
Holding his ready bow and fitted shaft,
Invokes his brother, and in open air,
Seeing the dove now shake her sounding wings,
Transfixes her amidst the clouds : the bird
Falls dead, and leaves her life among the stars!”

After Cambyses had conquered Egypt, he turned his attention to
the invasion of Ethiopia, and accordingly sent some spies into that
country ; under pretence of carrying presents to the king; but he
ordered them to enquire privately into the strength and condition of
the kingdom.—When they arrived at court, and had made their
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presents, the king of Ethiopia said to them; It was not from any
consideration of my friendship, that the king of Persia sent you to
me with these presents; neither have you spoken the truth, but are
come into my kingdom as Spies.—If Cambyses were an honest man,
he would desire no more than his own, and not endeavour to reduce
a people under servitude, who have never done him any injury.
However, give him this bow from me, and let him know, that the
king of Ethiopia advises the king of Persia to make war against the
Ethiopians, when the Persians shall be able thus easily to draw so
strong a bow, and in the meanwhile, to thank the Gods, that they
never inspired the Ethiopians with a desire of extending their domi-
nions beyond their own country.”” Saying this, he unbent the bow,
and delivered it to the Ambassador.

The armies of Alexander the Great, were composed chiefly of
archers.

The Bowmen of Athens performed wonders in many battles, but
particularly under Demosthenes, when they defeated the Lacedemo-
nians near the city of Pylos.—Plato mentions, that one thousand
archers were appointed for the standing guard of the city of Athens.
This celebrated philosopher was an advocate for archery, and re-
. commended that masters should be employed by the state to teach
the Athenian youth the use of the bow.

The Cretans were taught archery at seven years of age; and so
expert were this people, that the neighbouring monarchs were desi-
rous of having a band of Cretan archers in their armies.*

* In Livy, we read that the Cretan archers completely routed the army of Antiochus,
and turned his cavalry into flight ¢ by a storm of arrows.”

D
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¢ The arrows of Gortynia, says Claudian,
¢ Aimed from a trusty bow, are sure to wound,
¢ Nor ever miss the destined mark.”

The victories obtained by the Parthians over the Romans, were
chiefly ascribed to their superiority in the use of their bows.
With these they pursued Marchus Antoninus over the hills of
Media and Armenia, conquered the noble Valerian, and slew the
apostate Julian.

Historians frequently mention the torments endured by those who
had been wounded by arrows.

“Touching the galling of the enemy,” says Clem. Edmonds * there
cannot be a better description, than that which Plutarch (Plut.
-Crassus) maketh of the overthrow of the Romans, by the Parthian
Archers. The Roman soldiers’ hands were nailed to their targets, and
heir feet to the ground,or otherwise were sore wounded in their bodies,
and died of a cruel lingering death, crying out for the very anguish
and pain they felt, and turning and tormenting themselves upon the
ground, they break the arrows sticking in them. Again, striving
by force to pluck out the barbed heads, that had pierced far into
their bodies through their veins and sinews, they opened their
wounds wider, and so cast themselves away.” *

The page of history points out the fact, that the Romans in the
zenith of their power and dominion, though conquerors of Europe,
Africa, and the East, could yet make no impression on the monar-
chy of the Arsacides, but were, for ages, defeated in all their at-
tempts by the Parthian archers.

Xenophon bears testimony to the prodigious force of the bow.
In his account of the retreat of the ten thousand Greeks, who sorely

% Lib. 7, c. 15. See also Roberts’s English Bowman.
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felt the effects of the arrows of the Carducians, he relates: * Here
fell a brave man, Cleonymus, a Lacedemonian, who was wounded
in the side by an arrow, that made its way both through his shield
and buff coat.”” Again he says; “Here fell Basius, an Arcadian,
whose head was quite shot through by an arrow.” And Plutarch
affirms, that this strong shooting continued among the descendants
of the Carducians, till the time of Crassus, whose soldiers were
slaughtered by their arrows, in vast numbers, “as no part of their
armour could withstand the force of them.”

The Alans, Huns, and Dacii, who finally overthrew the empire
of the west, were remarkable for archery.

The Arabian tribes, emerging from their confined and desert
territory, established the vast power of the Caliphs by means of the
bow. After them, the Turks overthrew the eastern empire by the

same weapon,

Archery was cultlvated by many private individuals of the
Roman state.

The Circus was often the scene where feats of archery were exhi-
bited, and even emperors themselves were actors.

Domitian and Commodus, were particularly celebrated for their
matchless excellence in the use of the bow.

The feats of Commodus were numerous. He was cne of the
most expert archers that ever lived. Many stags, lions, panthers,
and other species of beasts, fell by his hand. It is said thata
second arrow was never necessary ! He would strike an animal in
any particular point he wished, with the greatest accuracy. A pan-
ther was sometimes let loose into the circus, where a criminal was
placed, and just as the animal was going to seize the culprit, he
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would drive an arrow so opportunely, that the man should escape
unhurt* One hundred beasts have been introduced at the same
time upon the arena, and with the same number of shafts, he would
lay them lifeless. ’

The Persians appear, from all accounts, to be astonishingly expert
in the art of shooting in the Long-bow. These people may be placed
with the first rank of Archers. Chardin says, that the Persians, in
their exercises, shoot in the bow with incredible accuracy ; so accu-
rate, that “they will often drive an arrow into the same hole.”
Their excellence, in shooting, while on horse-back, is thus des-
cribed by Chardin. ¢ A mark is placed on the top of a pole, about
twenty-six feet from the ground, the horseman rides at full speed
towards the mark, and having passed it, (his bow being ready drawn)
turns round, and discharges his arrow backwards. Sometimes they
shoot to the right hand, and sometimes to the left.” The nobility
and kings are fond of, and often practise this amusement.

The exercise of archery among the Persians was, (and probably is
to this day,) practised thus; ‘The young people are taught at an
early period to hold the bow firmly, to draw, and to let go the string
smoothly. At first, they practise with weak bows, and afterwards
by degrees, with others that are stronger. The Instructors in the
art, direct their pupils to shoot with ease and agility in every direc-
tion ;—before them,—behind,—and on either side, elevated in the
air, or low to the ground.—When the pupils can manage a common
bow, they then have another given to them, and when they under-
stand how to handle the bow well, their first exercise, is to shoot in
the air as high as they can. Afterwards, they are taught to shoot
point blank. The art of shooting point blank, is not only in hitting

* Herodian makes particular mention of the ‘‘unerring hand” of Commodus. Lib.
I—15.
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the mark, but it is necessary also that the arrow goes firmly and
steadily. Lastly, pupils are practised in shooting with very heavy
Shafts, and with very great force.”

Although among the Turks, the practice of the Bow is not so vig-
orously pursued as in former times, this Weapon is still retained as
an implement of war. According to Sir John Smith, ¢ Vallies
ran with rivers of blood, caused by the slaughter from the Turkish
Bow.”—And Gibbon says, *that the first body of the Crusaders,
was overwhelmed by the Turkish arrows, and a pyramid of bones
informed their companions of the place of their defeat.”

The victory obtained by the Normans over the English, at the
battle of Hastings, was the seed sown for the future harvest of
English renown, and the early germ of the wreath for British archery.

After the period of the Norman Conquest, archery became an
object of the highest consideration to the government of this country.
The superior personal strength, added to that cool and steady tem-
pered resolution, so peculiarly natural to our general national
character, may be said to have been the help-mates to those great
advantages which the English possessed in their archers, and which
enabled them continually to gain the most decisive victories, with
great disparity of numbers, over every nation with whom they had
to contend in arms. With these advantages of heart and strength,
the opponents of the English archers were unable to stand against
them with any chance of success.

William II., whilst hunting in the New Forest with Sir Walter
Tyrrell, was accidentally killed by one of the knight’s arrows.

Richard I. of England, when besieging the castle of Chaluze,
approached, too near the walls, and was mortally wounded by an
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arrow. During the reign of this monarch, we first find particular
mention made of Robin Hood the celebrated Chief of English Archers,
The intestine troubles of England were very great at that time,
and the country was much infested with outlaws and banditti,
amongst whom, none were so notorious as this “ Sylvan Hero”’ and
his followers. Stow, in his annals, styles them “Renowned Thieves.”

The personal courage of this celebrated outlaw, his skill in archery,
his humanity, and especially his levelling principle, of taking from
the rich and giving to the poor, have severally been perpetuated in
the poetical effusions of the times, and which have served to hand
his fame down to posterity, as well as to excite an extraordinary
degree of lively interest in every circumstance with which the name
of Robin Hood is connected.

Hearne, in his Glossary, inserts a manuscript note of Wood con-
taining a passdge cited from John Major, the Scottish historian, to
this purpose ; that Robin Hood was indeed an arch-robber, but the
gentlest thief that ever was: and he remarks, that he might have
added from the Harlein MSS. of John Fordun’s Scottish Chronicle,
that he was, though a notorious robber, a man of great charity.

The true name of Robin Hood was Robert Fitz-ooth.—The
addition of “Fitz,” common to many Norman names, was afterwards
often omitted.

The last two letters “th,”” being turned into “d,” he was called
“Ood,” or “Hood.”—It is evident he was a man of quality, as by
the annexed pedigree taken from Dr. Stukeley’s * Paleographia
Britanniee.” Leland also has expressly termed him ¢Nobilis”
(Collectanea I. 54.) from Ritson we read, “Ralph Fitzothes or
Fitzooth, a Norman, who had come over to England with William
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Rufus, married Maud, or Matilda, Daughter of Gilbert de Gaunt,
Earl of Kyme and Lindsey, by whom he had two Sons: Philip,
afterwards Earl of Kyme, that Earldom being part of his Mother’s
dowry, and William. Philip the elder died without issue ; William
was a ward to Robert de Vere, Earl of Oxford, in whose household
he received his education, and who, by the King’s express command,
gave him in marriage to his own Niece, the youngest of the three
daughters of the celebrated Lady Roisia de Vere, Daughter of
Aubrey de Vere, Earl of Guisnes in Normandy, and Lord High
Chamberlain of England under Henry I. and of Adeliza, Daughter
to Richard de Clare, Earl of Clarence and Hereford, by Payn de
Beauchamp Baron of Bedford her second husband. The offspring
of this marriage was, Robert Fitzooth, commonly called Robin
Hood.”
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Simon 8. lis. ITI. Earl of=Alice, heiress of G. of Gaunt. Ralph Fitzooth—Maud

Huntingdon and North- a Norman
ton, ob. s. p. 1184. Lord of Kyme.
9
David, Earl of Carrect and Huntingdon, Phil! Fitzooth,
son of Henry VI. (above) Earl and of Lord of Kyme,
Ada, ob. 1219. ob. s. p.
10 |
John, surnamed Scot his Son, Earl of Augus William Fitzooth=

and Huntingdon, ob. s.p. 1237.

Robert Fitzoo!L, commonly called Robin Hood,
born—1160, 6th of Henry 11. time.
pretended Earl of Huntingdon, ob. 1247.
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In the “Old Garland” it is said, that he was born at Loxley, in
Staffordshire:* and in a shooting match made by the King and
Queen, he was chosen by her Majesty as her archer + and she called
him “Loxley ;> a custom then common to style persons of eminence
by the names of the towns where they were born. -

If Robert Fitzooth, or his Father possessed any estate, it was
doubtless seized on some political account, as it does not appear that
any particular property was enjoyed by either.

In those days of Norman tyranny and feudal oppression, attainders
and confiscations were frequent.

In the reign of Henry II, when Richard} the son of that king
rebelled against his Father,—Robert de Ferrers manned his castles
of Tutbury and Duffield in behalf of the Prince || William Fitzooth,
the Father of our hero, was connected with the Ferrers, and proba-
bly suffered with them in the consequences of that rebellion, which
would not only have deprived the family of their estates, but also of
their claim to the earldom of Huntingdon.

From some such cause, Robert Fitzooth was induced to take re-
fuge in those woods and forests, where he had often found a safe
and secure retreat, when fleeing from the demands of his country,
or to avoid the ruthless hand of tyrannic power.

Tutbury, and other places in the vicinity of his native town, seem

* Or Loxley in Nottinghamshire. See  Ritson's Robin Hood.”

+ It is recorded, that on this occasion, Robin Hood was dressed in Scarlet, and his
men in Green, ¢ Lincoln Green,” we presume according to ¢ Ritson,” and that they
all wore black hats and white feathers.

1 Afterwards Richard I, King of England :—he was seduced by the King of
France. See J.P. Andrews Great Brit. and Europe, page 186.

|| See Hargrove’s Anecdotes.
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to have been the scenes of his ¢ juvenile frolics.””* We afterwards
find him at the head of two hundred strong resolute men, and ex-
pert Archers, ranging the woods and forests of Nottinghamshire,
Yorkshire, and other parts of the rorth of England.

Charton, in his history of Whitby Abbey, records, that Robin
Hood “when closely pursued by the civil or military power, found
it necessary to leave his usual haunts, and retreating across the
moors that surrounded Whitby, came to the Sea Coast, where he
always had in readiness, some small fishing vessels; and in these
putting off to sea, he looked upon himself quite secure, and held the
whole power sent against him at defiance. The chief place of his
resort at these times, and where his boats were generally laid up,
was about six miles from Whitby, and is still called ¢ Robin Hood’s
Bay.’ 2

Several stratagems were used to apprehend this renowned person,
but in vain. Force he often repelled by force, nor was he less art-
ful than his enemies. At length, being closely pursued, after en-
countering many vicissitudes, and finding many of his followers
slain, and the rest dispersed, he took refuge in the Priory of Kirk-
lees about twelve miles from Leeds in Yorkshire, the Prioress being
nearly related to him. According to Hargrove, “ Old age, disap-
pointment, and fatigue, brought on disease. A monk was called
in to open a vein, who either through ignorance or design, per-
formed the operation so ill, that the bleeding could not be stopped.
Feeling that his dissolution was approaching, and desirous of point-
ing out the place where his remains should be deposited, he took
his bow and discharged two arrows, the first fell in the river Calder,

* A phrase made use of by Dr. Fuller. See ¢ Ritson’s Robin Hood,” page 16,
in Notes and Illustrations,
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the seecond falling in the Park, marked the spot for his future
Sepulture.”’*

¢ But give me my bent bow in my hand,
And a broad arrow DI’l] let flee ;

And where this arrow is taken up,

There shall my grave digg'd be.”t

Robin Hood died on the 24th December, 1247, aged (about) 87.
The following Epitaph was preserved by Dr. Gale, Dean of York,
and inserted from his papers by Mr. Thoresby in his Ducat Leod
and is as follows :

HEAR UNDENEAD DIS LATIL STEAN
LAIZ ROBERT EARL OF HUNTINDON,
NEA ARCIR VER AZ HIE SA GEVD
AN PIPL KAVLD IM ROBIN HEVD.
SICK VITLAWZ AZ HI AN 1Z MEN
VIL ENGLAND NIVR SI AGEN

Obit 24kal. Dekembris, 1247.

In a small grove part of the cemetery formerly belonging to this
priory, is a large flat grave Stone, on which is carved, according to
Hargrove, the figure of a cross of Calvary, extending the whole
length of the stone, and round the wargin is inscribed in monastic
characters: ’

DOVCE: IHV: DE: NAZARETH : DONNE :
MERCY : ELIZABEH : DE. STANTON :
PRIQRES: DE: CETTE MAISON. %

* Admitting this interestinﬁ Anecdote to be true, we must conclude that Robin
Hood shot his arrows, before his vein was opened.
t See Ritson’s ¢ Robin Hood,” vol. 2. p. 186.

1 This Norman Inscription shews its Antiquity—Robin Hood’s Ancestors were
Normans, and d the Lordship of Thyme in Lincolnshire. 'There is a Market
Town in that Cgou:fym:glled Stanton.
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‘ The Lady whose memory is here recorded, is said to have been
related to Robin Hood, and under whose protection he took refuge
some time before his death. These being the only monuments
remaining at the place, make it at least probable, that they have been
preserved on account of the supposed affinity of the persons over
whose remains they were erected.

In the church-yard of Hathersage, a village in Derbyshire, were
deposited, as tradition informs us, the remains of John Little, the
servant and favourite companion of Robin Hood.— The Grave is
distinguished by a large stone placed at the head, and another at
the feet, on each of which are yet some remains of the letters I. L.

(Hargrove)

Mr. Barrington remarks, ¢ There is not on record, any particular
cognizance of Military Archery from the days of Richard I; {ill the
reign of Edward III, being an era of about a century and a half,
when, as it appears, in the 15th year of his reign, that King issued
orders for providing bows for the war against France:’> and this
writer says, “that the use of Archery, as expressly applied to the
Cross or Long-bow, is not mentioned by our Chroniclers, ¢l the
death of Richard I, who was killed by a Cross.bow.”*

A very little attention however to our best historical writers, will
soon prove these statements of Mr. Barrington to be ridiculously erro-
neous !

Archers are mentioned in the accounts of the civil contests between
Stephen and Matilda, and in the reign of Henry II.+ according to
Lord Littleton,t the English Infantry  consisted of Archers and

* See Roberts’s English Bowman.
t In the 6th. year of this Monarch’s reign, 1160, the renowned Robin Hood was

born.
1 See Lord Littleton, vol. 2. b. 2, p, 157.
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Slingers,” and we find this Prince frequently triumphing, by the
power of his Archery !

We also read that at the battle of Cuton Moor, in Yorkshire,
22nd of August, 1138, between Stephen and David, King of Scot-
land, both armies had their archers, and that those of Stephen
« Terribly galled the Galwegians,” and obliged them to quit their
post, after they had compelled his men at arms* to give way.”

Giraldust has justly celebrated the Welsh as most expert archers,
and who vied with the English in their exploits with the Long-bow.
The following feats of archery are related by this writer.

During a siege in Wales, ‘it happened that two soldiers run-
ning in haste towards a tower, situated at a little distance from
them, were attacked with a number of arrows from the Welsh,
which being shot with prodigious violence, some penetrated through
the oak doors of a portal, although the breadth of four fingersin
thickness. The heads of these arrows were afterwards driven out
and preserved, in order to continue the remembrance of such ex-
traordinary force in shooting with the bow.3

« It bappened also in a battle at the time of William de Breusa,
(as he himself relates,) that a Welshman baving shot his arrow
at a horse-soldier of his, who was clad in armour, and had his
leather coat under it, the arrow, besides piercing the man through
the hip, struck also through the saddle and mortally wounded the
horse on which be sat.”

* «Men at Arms” were Cavalry clad in armour; sometimes called by Froissart
“QGens D’Armes,” at other times ‘“Lances” from the Spears or Lances they often
carried. These soldiers fought both on horseback and on foot.

t+ “Giraldus Cambrensis” a cotemporary of Henry II.

1 The bows of the Welsh, according to Giraldus, were made of Yew, and were
of prodigious power.
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- Another Welsh Soldier having shot an arrow at one of his horse-
men, who was also covered with strong armour, the shaft penetrated
through his hip, and fixed in his saddle :—but what is most remark-
able, is, that as the horseman was in the act of turning round, he
received another arrow in the other hip, which also passing through
into the Saddle, firmly fixed the rider on both sides.”

In the year 1298, Edward I. gained the great battle at Falkirk,
over the Scots. Many thousands of the Scotch army, commanded
by the Patriot Wallace, were left dead in the field.—This decisive
victory was obtained chiefly by the power of the English archers.

Sir John Smith, in his discourse on Weapons, remarks on the ex-
ploits which were achieved by the archers under Richard I. in the
Holy Land, * by overthrowing (principally by the wonderful effect
of his archers) the brave Saladin and his whole army.”

Mr. Gibbon notices the singular dread with which the English
archers filled their enemies in the Crusades, and says, “ that at one
time, Richard, with seventeen knights and three Aundred archers,
sustained the charge of the whole Turkish and Saracen army.” *

Speed records a feat of archery performed in the Holy Land,
chiefly by means of an arrow.—* Certainly, he remarks, Hugo de
Neville, one of Richard’s special familiars, is recorded to have slain a
Lion in the Holy Land, driving first an arrow into his breast, and
then running him through with his sword.”

The Scotch forces, under Archibald Douglas, in 1333+ with most
of the Scottish nobility, attacked the English at Halidown Hill, near
Berwick.

¢ Cap 50—and quoted by Roberts;—who says; ¢Itisto be observed that our

historians seldom use the term archer, when they mean a Cross-bow-man.”
+ July 29th.—On this fatal day, about twenty thousand Scots were slain.
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Edward III, here gained a most signal victory, in which his
archers, as usual, had the greatest share. Douglas was slain, almost
almost all his Nobles were taken or killed, and his Army was utterly
destroyed, with hardly any loss on the side of Edward.””*

A very few years after the above mentioned battle, at Halidown
Hill, a great victory gave lustre to the arms of England, at sea.t
“Four hundred stout ships with 40,000 men on board, were fitted
out by Philip, to prevent Edward III from landing at Sluys. The
English King had but 240 ships, but his own personal bravery, and
the expertness of his seamen, carried the day; and 200 French ves-
sels with 30,000 of their crews, afforded a glorious trophy of his
success.

The extraordinary brilliancy of this victory, was attributed to
the effect of the archers. Barnes says, speaking of the sea en-
gagement before Sluys, “the English arrows fell so thick among the
French, and did so sting, torment, and fright them, that many men,
rather than endure them, leaped desperately into the sea.”

A confirmation of this fact is recorded by Andrews.} *“When the
French courtiers did not venture to inform Philip of his defeat, a
Buffoon undertook it ! ‘Cowardly, dastardly Englishmen,’ cried he :
‘how so » said Philip. ‘Because, they did not dare leap into the
sea, as our brave men have done,’ rejoined the Buffoon.”

In the first part of this book it is stated, that the bow gained a
hieroglyphical figure amongst the ancients, and was represented “asa
king, and the arrow asan ambassador.”” Soon after the battle before
Sluys, Philip of France refused a single combat with Edward of

* See Andrews'’s Great Britain and Europe. + Andrews’s Great Britain and Europe.
1 Andrews’s Great Britain and Europe.
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England. On this occasion, the following distich was written, and
soon came into Edward’s possession. The king was so pleased with
it, that he swore “by St. George, that the verses were valiant verses,”
and he caused them to be shot from a Bow, into the town where the
French king kept his residence :—

¢¢Si valeas, venias Valois! depelle timorem !
Non lateas ; pateas; moveas. Ostende vigorem.”

IMITATED.

“Valois, be valiant! vile fear can’t avail thee,
Hide not, avoid not, let not vigour fail thee !”

thus exemplifying the apparent prophetic allusion.

In the revolution which delivered the Swiss Cantons from the
Germanic yoke, at the beginning of the fourteenth Century, the
celebrated William Tell was the principal instrument. Grisler, the
Austrian governor, exercised the most glaring acts of tyranny and
oppression. Amongst others, he ordered his hatto be placed on the
top of a pole, and commanded every one to pay the same respect to
it in his absence, as to his person when present. Tell, refusing this
base submission, was brought before the tyrant, who ordered him to
shoot an apple from off the head of his son, the failure of which,
was to have been the forfeit of his life. The boy was placed at 150
paces from his father. The latter drawing his bow with a trembling
hand, let fly the arrow, and, fortunately, carried away the apple,
amidst the shouts of thousands of spectators.

Grisler, perceiving that Tell had another arrow, partly concealed,
asked him “for what purpose it wasintended, ashe was only to have
had one shot?* to which he boldly replied, “ To have shot thee,
Tyrant, to the heart, if I had bad the misfortune to kill my son.”
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So enraged was Grisler, that he ordered him to be bound,and carried
prisoner to a place on the lake of Lucern. Tell however, escaped,
and his fellow citizens, animated by his fortitude and patriotism,
flew to arms, attacked and vanquished Grisler, who fell by an
arrow from the hand of Tell. The consequence was, that the
association for the Independency, took place on the instant.

The year 1346 will ever be remarkable in the annals of England.
The ¢ Great English Bow,”’* now reigned in successive triumph over
the foes of this Country, and our arrow seemed to be fulfilling its des-
tiny, as the READY AND IRRESISTIBLE WINGED THUNDERBOLT OF THE
ranp. Edward III, with a great inferiority of numbers, was at-
tacked at Crecy, by the forces under Philip, consisting of at least
100,000 men, the Flower of the French forces. His well chosen
position, his own coolness, and the steady valour of his men, aided
by the despair of safety by any other means than their own exertions,
gained him the most glorious victory which had ever yet been won.
A strong body of Genoese cross-bow men, who marched in Philip’s
front, finding themselves much fatigued, had begged a short space
to repose, and to dry the strings of their cross-bows. Philip refused
this, and ordered them to advance. They marched forward, leaped
thrice, and shouted at each leap, discharging their Cross-bows at the
third, but ineffectually, for the shower that had fallen, had so wetted
their strings, that each shaft fell short, while the arrows of the
English, whose long bows had been covered with cases, each took
effect.t This disheartened the Genoese, and when they fled, no pas-

% So called by Paulus Jovius, the celebrated Biographer of illustrious Men. ~ See
Roberts’s Englis{ Bowman, 8 e 14.
+ See J. P. Andrews’s, Great Britain and Europe.

t It is a singular fact, that most of our historians (following Mezeray, the French
Chronicler) have remarked, that at this famous battle. the strings of the Genoese
cross-bows were so much relaxed by rain, as to have been of little service. Some
writers do not notice this disadvantage on the of the cross-bow men, but only the
superior effect of the English Long-bow. Muratori attributes the deficiency of the
Genoese force, to the state of the %:ound, which was so soft, that when the cross-bow
men attempted to put one foot in the stirrup of the cros--bow, in order to charge it,
the other slipped from under them. F
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sage was allowed to the fugitives through the French ranks, that they
might form in the rear of the army, but they were slain without
mercy by the hands of Noblemen on Horseback, as enemies. The
French Nobility having wearied themselves with slaughtering the
runaways, rushed in confusion to attack the English.—They fell by
hundreds under the English arrows,

Froissart, speaking of the battle of Crecy, says, ‘“when the Genoese
felt the arrows persyng thro’ heeds, armes, and brestes; many of
them cast downe their Cross-bowes, and dyd cutte their strynges and
retourned discomfitted.”” The English Archers, according to custom
stood in the form of an hearse about 200 in front, and 40 in depth,*
when they were first charged by the infuriated French Nobles : and
with this good order + “the wonderful effect of our archery and ar-
rows was such, that flying in the air as thick as snow, with a terrible
noise, much like a tempestuous wind preceding a tempest, they did
leave no disarmed place, of horse or man, unstricken and not
wounded.”

It appears that the King of Bohemia, 11 other Princes, 80 Ban-
nerets, 1,200 Knights, 1,500 of the Noblesse, 4,000 men at arms,
and 30,000 private soldiers, all of the French army, were left on the
field of battle ; whereas, strange as it may appear, (and according
to Andrews) three Knights, one Esquire, and a very few Soldiers,
were all the loss on the English side.t And further, from Sir J.

* The ancient order of reducing archers into form, was into hearses, i.e. broad in
front, and narrow in flank. .

¢ These hearses of archers were placed either before the front of the armed foot-
men, or else in wings upon the corners of battalions, and sometimes both in front and
wings.”  Sir J. Smith.

+ See Sir John Smith.

1 Stow relates the fact, that the English, under the Earls of Norwich, Salisbug,
and Suffolk, ¢“with their wearicd battailes, joined the Prince after having supplied the
exhausted Quivers of their archers with arrows drawn from their dead and dying ene-
mies.”
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Smith, we find “that the wonderful effect and terror of shot of as-
rows was ou that day such, as neither the French King with his
men at arms, nor any other of his great Captains with their brave
and well armed bands of horsemen, of divers nations, were able to
enter and break the archers, who with their vollies of arrows, did
break both horsemen and footmen; wounding and killing both
horses and men, in such sort, that the French King himself being
in great peril, had his horse with the shot of arrows slain under
him.” Edward had not forces enough to take any other advantage
of this wonderful victory, than that of besieging Calais ; and it was
before the walls of that place, that his ears were gladdened with
the account of the battle fought between his troops, under the happy
auspices of his Queen Philippa, and the Scots, who were utterly
defeated, and their King, David Bruce, made a prisoner. At this
famous battle of Durham, ¢ Sir David Graham, a valiant Baron,
with a wing of 500 horse, well appointed, gave a full charge upon
the left flank of the English Archers, but was received with such a
shower of arrows, that after two or three attempts in vain, having
lost many of his men, he was fain to fly back to the main battle,
upon the spur, in great danger of being taken.*”

Whilst Edward III, was engaged with his expedition which he
made into Scotland, in 1355, his Son the Prince of Wales was
playing the same part in France, with a chosen army, amounting to
(at most) 12,000 men. He had carried destruction through Langue-
doc, and many of the finest provinces; when drawing near Poitiers,
he found that King John, with 60,000 horse, and infantry in pro-
portion, had so far surrounded his small force, that his retreat to
Bourdeaux was cut off. Willing to save his gallant comrades from
almost certain slaughter, he offered to give up his conquests, and

* Roberts.
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not to fight against France for seven years. Nothing however, would
be accepted, but his becoming a prisoner ; the gallant youth replied,
that ¢ England should never have his ransom to pay.”

On the morning early of September 19th, 1356, the battle of
- Poitiers began. The cool intrepid valour of the English, opposed to
the impetuous, and ill regulated ardour of their enemies, exhibited pre-
cisely a second Crecy. At the first onset, the English Archers being
judiciously posted in vineyards, and behind hedges, severally galled
the assailants, who, consisting chiefly of dismounted cavalry, stum.
bled at every step, and became an easy mark for the hostile shafts,
The slaughter was immense, and in a very short time, the defeat of
the van-guard of the French, was completed. Those who took care
of the Dauphin, frighted at the first appearance of a rout, left the
battle that he might be safe ; and the Duke of Orleans with three of
the King’s Sons and 800 Lances, accompanied their flight. Then
the Lord Chandos crying aloud, ¢ the Day is ours,” the Prince of
Wales attacked the main body of the French, and though King John
and his youngest son, by their personal bravery during four hours,
supported the dispirited legions, they were at length wearied out,
and taken.

Sir John Smith relates, that at this great battle so glorious for the
British Arms, «Prince Edward having not in his whole army above
8,000 English and Gascoins (of the which there were 6,000 archers,
and 2,000 armed men) overthrew King John, (that valiant Prince,)
who, at that battle, was accompanied with a great part of the nobi-
lity of France, and of other nations, as princes, dukes, earls, and
other great captains, and had in his army above 60,000 horsemen
and footmen, of the which there were above 10,000 men at arms,
and of horsemen of all sorts above 30,000: where a little before the
battle, the Prince, considering the small number that he had to
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make head and resist the French King with so huge an host, did
take a ground of some strength and advantage for the guard of his
flanks, and rear of his small army. Placing a great part of his
archers in front, in the open place where the French horsemen and
footmen were to enter, and give battle, the archers, with their
wonderful vollies of arrows, did that day so wound, kill, and mis-
chief both horses and men, that he overthrew King John of France
with his whole army, and took him and one of his sons prisoners;
and of earls, barons, knights, and esquires, to the number of 1,600,
or more: besides that, there were slain, the Duke of Athens, with
so many earls, barons, knights, and esquires, that they were num-
bered to be above 700, and so many prisoners of all sorts taken, that
they far exceeded the number of the Prince’s army.”

Grafton says, “that at this battle of Poitiers, there were divers
English Archers that had four, five, or six prisoners.” Froissart
particularly notices the regularity of the discharges of the English
arrows, at this same battle, the effects of which he says were dreadful.

Not only large, but even very inconsiderable bodies of archers,
have done great service in the field. Leland, in his ‘“Collectanea”
vol. 1, has mentioned several feats performed by a few English archers
in France, in the time of Edward III,—Ascham, notices an action
performed by Sir William Walgrave, and Sir George Somerset,
with only sixteen English archers against a large body of the enemy,
who were entirely routed by them. Barnes, among others, notices
an action, which, in its effect, may well be ranked among the Won-
ders of Archery. This was the battle fought near Mauron, between
Rennes and Plomerel, (15th August 1352,) between the English and
French; the former, who were only 300 men at arms, and 600
archers, were led by Sir Walter Bentley and Sir Robert Knowles
The army of the French and Bretons, being four times as great as
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that of the English, was under the condwet of Lord Gay de Nesle,
Marshal of France, and other great officers; and was so ordered,
that having a steep mountain behind at the back, the French and
Bretons might be enforced to stand to it resolutely, by despairing o
fly. This array was so dreadful, that it dismayed the hearts of se-
veral Englishmen, and they began to fly, and thirty of the archers
actually deserted. But by the courage, good conduct, and resolution

of Sir Walter Bentley, the English, after a doubtful and bloody
fight, obtained a famous victory.

The battle of Naveretta in Spain, fought by the Prince of Wales in
the reign of his Father Edward III, testifies *the wonderful effect
of archers, where there were above 100,000 Spaniards, Frenchmen,

Portuguese, Genoese, cross-bow men, and Moors, both horse-men
and footmen, overthrown in that battle.”

Walsingham, the historian gives a lively description of the effects
produced by the bow, at the battle of Homildon hill, against the
Scots, during the reign of Henry IV. in 1402, he says ; “Thus the
glory of the victory was entirely owing to the archers, who delivered
their arrows, so briskly, so warmly, and so effectually, that they bat-
tered and bored the helmets, they split the swords, they shivered the
lances, pierced through and through the men at arms, notwithstanding
the armour with which they were clad, and even the best tempered
mail, proved but a weak defence against the execution they did.”’—
“The panoply worn by the Earl Douglas, who led the Scots in this
battle, was of remarkable temper, * and that not only his armour,
but that of his men at arms, had been three years in making, yet
the English arrows rent it with little adoe ;> and Douglas himself re-

ceived five wounds.t Andrews writes, (speaking of this engagement)
* See Pinkerton’s History of Scotland.

+ Speed’s Annals, p. 328,—It is recorded, that in this desperate conflict between

the English and Scots, ¢ the Men at Arms did not strike a stroke, or were not called

much into action ; they were little more than mere spectators of the valour and vic~
tory of the archers.”



39

«Earl Douglas who led the Scots, enraged at the havoc made by the
English archers, and trusting to the goodness of his armour, rushed
forward, accompanied by eighty men of rank who were also clad
in steel, to disperse that formidable corps, but was wounded in five
places, and made a prisoner. Those eighty lords, knights, and
gentlemen who accompanied the earl, soon had reason to repent
their rashness, being “received by showers of arrows, which were
discharged with so much force and effect, that no part of their
armour could repel them.”—These brave companions of Earl Doug-
las, were either killed or made prisoners with their leader.*

There is a recorded fact of a French soldier, who, in ridicule of the
- English archers, turned a little out of the ranks in an engagement
between the two contending powers in Flanders, during the reign of
Henry IV. (in 1402) and turning up his bare-breech, cried out,
“Shoote Englishe,” almost in the instant, an arrow from an English
bow, was firmly fixed in the Seat of Honor, and before the French-
man could recover himself from the unexpected blow, another shaft
penetrated his body, and struck him to the earth.t

The battle of Shrewsbury which was fought in 1403, has been
esteemed as one of the most desperate that England has ever seen.
The archers on both sides, did terrible execution.—Henry IV. and
the Prince of Wales on one side, and Earl Douglas with Henry,
called Hotspur, son of the Earl of Northumberland, who agitated
his rebellious movement,} on the other, performed prodigies of valour.

* Henry’s History, vol. 5, page 463.

+ This Anecdote appears to have been perpetuated by an engraving in Strutt's
Horda Angel-Cynhan. See also Roberts’s }dl.):g. Bowman, p. 45.

% Northumberland not thinking his services properly rewarded, and disgusted at
not having been permitted to ransom his Scottish Captives, amongst whom was the
Earl Douglas, set them at liberty, and joined his forces to those ofsthe Scots, against
his Sovereign.  See P. Andrews’s Gt. Britain, &c.
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At length, Hotspur being slain, and Douglas taken, Henry remained
master of the field. Besides the vast slaughter amongst the private
soldiers, not fewer than 2,291 gentlemen, on both sides, fell in this
dreadful conflict, 200 of whom were natives of Cheshire.

Of all the actions that have been recorded, and handed down to
us on the page of history, none are more highly calculated to create
some touches of that respect and veneration for the long-bow, than
the great and glorious Battle of Agincourt.

In the month of August 1415, Henry V left Southampton with
an army of about 30,000 regular troops,—with which he besieged
and took Harfleur, in six weeks after his landing on the coast of
France.—An epidemic disease had greatly reduced the English
forces, and Henry’s army was also much lessened by a strong gar-
rison left in Harfleur, and by many ships full of invalids who
returned to England. The French had raised an army of at least
100,000 men, to oppose the invaders of their country.—The English
army, after suffering in the manner just described, did not even ac-
cording to the accounts of the French Historians, consist of more than
from 20 to 25,000, but according to our best records, their numbers
did not amount to more than 10,731 on the eve of the battle.
Early on the morning of the 25th October, 1415, (the day appointed
by the French, three days before the action,)* the English and
French armies were ranged in order of battle, each in three lines,
with bodies of cavalry on each wing. The Constable D’Albertt who
commanded the French, fell in the snare that was laid for him, by
drawing up his Army between two woods. This deprived him of
the advantage he should have derived, from the prodigious superior-
ity of numbers. His lines were formed unnecessarily deep, and his
troops, particularly his cavalry, were so closely pressed together, that

* See J. P. Andrews's Gt. Britain and Europe, p. 20.—Henry V.
t In Andrews's History, the Constable’s name is written ¢ D*Albret.”
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they could hardly move or use their Arms. The first line of the
French army consisting of about 80,000 men at arms on foot, with
4,000 archers, and 500 men at arms mounted on each wing, was
commanded by the Constable D’Albert, the Dukes of Orleans, Bour-
bon and many other nobles. The second line was under the command
of the Dukes of ‘Alencon, Brabant, &c, and the third was directed
by the Earls of Marche, Damartine, Fauconberg, &c. Henry em-
ployed various arts to supply his defect of numbers. He placed 200
of his best archers in ambush, in a low meadow, on the flank of the
first line of the French. His own first line consisted wholly of
Archers, four in file, each of whom, besides his bow and arrows,
had a battle-axe, asword, and a stake pointed with iron at both ends,
which he fixed before him in the ground, the point inclining out-
wards, to protect him from cavalry. This was a new invention, and
had a most happy effect. That he might not be encumbered, Henry
dismissed his prisoners on their parole, to surrender themselves at
Calais, if he obtained the victory, and lodged his baggage in the
village of Agincourt in his rear. The command of the first line of
the English army was, at his earnest request, committed to Edward,
Duke of York, assisted by the Lords Beaumont, Willoughby and
Fanhope. The second, was conducted by the King, with his young-
est Brother, Humphry, Duke of Gloucester, the Earls of Oxford,
Marshall, and Suffolk ; and the third line was led by the Duke of
Exeter, the King’s Uncle. The lines being formed, the King in
shining armour, with a crown of gold, adorned with precious stones
on his helmet, and mounted on a fine white horse, rode along them.
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