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PREFACE.
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e - o - —————

This volume completes the series of “Eclectic Readers.” It treads in
the steps of its pred so far as principle is d. The maia
difference between this and the “ Third Eclectic Reader” is, that the rules
are more specific—the exemplifications more numerous—the list of errors
more extended—and the interrogations more copious, embracing a wider
range, and requiring a more vigorous exercise of thought, in order to in-
telligent, and intelligible answers.

The selections for the present volume, are of a higher grade of literary
and intellectual excellence. The mind of the pupil is presumed to bave
improved, and expanded, as he advanced through the preceding numbers
of the * Series,” or its equivalent in other books. In this therefore, he is
to expect, that higher claims will be made upon his powers of thought;
and larger contributions be levied upon what he may, (or ought to) have
learned from other sources.

All he knows, and, not unfrequently, more t.h-n he knows, will be put in

quisifion by the questi ded to the lessons here presented. It is
deliberately mtended to lead the mind of the pupil, as often as practicable,
beyond the pages of the book in his hands. Let him not think this unfair.
Nor will he, for a moment, entertain such an opinion, if his miad is suf
ficiently active and vigorous to take delight in new efforts, and fresh ae-
quisitions. A

‘We often seem to make discoveries; and certainly do make advances in
knowledge, by being somewhat importunately interrogated upon toplcl.
with which our previous acquaintance was neith te nor ext
It rouses the mind to successful effort, and often strikes out new and brilliant
views of a familiar subject. Aund who, that has made one acquisition of
this kind, does not desire frequently to repeat the experiment ? H

It may even happen, that some of the questions osnnot.st once be i~
telligently answered by the instructor. And what then 7 Js ateacher never *
to admit that there are sowme things which he does not knoiv ¢ Does not
sound instruction require that the habit of seffing bounds to our specule-
tions, and of confessing that there are bounds to our acquisitions, shoutd
he early, and strongly formed 7 The teacher who never dares to say I
do not know" in reply to the questions of his pupil, must be corscious of ex-
treme ignorance. *He must be poor indeed, who would be bankrupted by
the loss of a farthing.” Narrow indeed must be the views of that pupil
who should suppose that “all knowledge’ was possessed by his tepshes,
however much that teacher might seem to know.

Still there is nothing to be met with, in the following papes, bul whatan
intelligent teacher of & “ common school” might be expecisd to "“"";
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might, at least, easily acquire. Let him not be ashamed to learn. It is no
disgrace to be ignorant; but, to be content to remain so, is a disgrace.

@Y - Ket the teacher have recourse to those sources of information, from which

.., itmay most readily be obtained; end his credit will not suffer by the fact
. being known. No one is fit to teach, who is too proud, too old, too indo-
-leat, or-4e0 wise to—learn. Nothing is so well taught as that which the
teacher has most recently acquired. The business of instruction never goes
more pleasantly, nor more profitably on, than when teacher and pupil
advance together; and it admits of debate, whether it is more desirable,
that, in order to this, the teacher should refurn for his pupil; or start
only so far in advance of him, as to be his conductor. He is not the best
pilot, who has most frequently traveled the road; but he who can most
safely, pleasantly, and expeditiously conduct you to your journey’s end.
This book is intended to aid and stimulate the teacher, as well as the pupil.

The author ventures to predict, that if any of the lessons shall be found
unintelligible to the younger class of readers, it will not be those of the
highest character for thought and diction; and especially in the selections
from poetry. He has long been of opinion that a mischievous error per.
vades the public mind, on the subject of the juvenile understanding. No-
thing is so difficult to be understood as “ nonsense.” Nothing is so clear
and easy to be comprehended as the simplicity of wisdom.

It may perhaps be expected, that the author should here add something
in explanation of the principle, or in defense of the plan which he has
adopted, and pursued in the series of books, of which this professes to be
the last. But, as in every instance of intelligent criticism which has met
his eye, both plan and principle have been approved and commended, he
infers that both have been understood, and that neither requires to be ex-
plained or defended here.

Much, has at times been said and written against the use of cuts, or
Pictures as employed in books for children, such as the First and Second
Eclectic Readers. Bat the author cannot bring himself to believe, that
those who employ this declamation, can mean any thing more than that
pictures are liable to abuse,in the business of instruction. And what is
there that is not liable to abuse ?

There is no person but the veriest smatterer in the business of education,
who does not see at once, that visible delineations are indispensable in
every grade of eduoation, from the primer to the Principia. What are

* maps in Geogrephy, or cuts in Natural History, or diagrams in Geometry,
but visible delineations on precisely the same principle with pictures and
cuts in elementary books for children ?

On the subject of Questions appended to ‘the 1 , there is, and can
be, but one opinion amongst the intelligent in community. 'Where answers
are furnished to every question the memory alone will be cultivated.
But no teacher can give instruction without asking questions.

‘The compiler will rejoice to know, that those who use his books, ask
more intelligent questions, and in much greater numbers, than are to be
found in the pages before them. This is the very design of that part of
his labors. His wish is, to incite the teacher to the interrogative method
orally, and then he cares ‘not whether he asks a single question that is

[



PREFACE. vii
printed in the book. Still, he believes that some teachers may be found,

who are not too wise to be isied in this ; and who may not
only need, but feel that they need such suggestions as are furnished ia the
questions.

The Errors marked in pronunciation are such as more frequently occar in
reading and in common conversation ; and are sometimes heard even in liter-
ary society, and in addressesto the public from literary men. A variety of
mispronunciation is sometimes given on the same word; because snch vari-
ety prevails in the community. But what has been done in this, as in every
thing else, must be taken as an incipient- attempt at correcting the errors,
and supplying the defects that exist, and prevail, to the detriment not only
of elegance, but of accuracy in our oral and literary intercourse with our
fellow-citizens.

In conclusion, the author begs leave to state, that the whole series of
« Eclectic Readers™ is his own. In the preparation of the rules, etc., for
the present volume he has had the assistance of a very distinguished
Teacher, whose judgment and zeal in promoting the cause of education
have oiten been commended by the American people. In the arrangement
of the series generally, he is indebted to many of his friends for valuable
suggestions, and-he takes this opportunity of tendering them his thanks for
the lively interest they have manifested for the success of his undertaking.

From no source has the auther drawn more copiously, in his selections,
than from the sacred- Scriptures. For this, he certainly apprehends no
censure. In a Christian country,-that man is to be pitied, who at this day,
can honestly object to imbuing the minds of youth with the langusge and
spirit of the Word of God.

The student of the Bible will, it is believed; be pleased to find a speci-
men of the elegant labors of Bishop Jebb, and some specimens of sacred
poetry as arranged by Dr. Coit, in which the exact words of our authorized

translation are pnserved while: the poehc order of the original is happily
restored.

With these somewhat extended prefatory remarks, the volume is respect-
fully submitted to the;judgment of the public.

SECOND EDITION.—This second edition is considerably enlarged;
and, it is hoped, somewhat improved. Tire volume is now stereotyped,
and will not be subjected to altemuom in lub.equent editions,

‘CINCINNATI, 1837, :
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SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS.

To read with a loud and full tone, to pronounce every syllable
properly and distinctly, and to mind the pauses ;—are the three
most difficult points to be gained in making good readers. If
these three things are attained, the various intonations that ex-
press sentiment will generally follow, as soon as pupils have
knowledge enough to understand the sense, and will give their
attention to it.

There are no general rules for modulating the tones and man-
ner, with reference to the sense, that can be of much service ina
reading book for schools. This work contains all the other rules
that can be of much practical use 1q teachers, :

If teachers will classify with reference to particular defects in
reading, it will much abridge the labor of teaching. Let all who
read in a low and feeble voice be put in one class and practised
with reference to this fault till it is conquered.

Let all who clip their words or pronounce indistinctly be put
in another class, and practise on those rules in the book intended
ta correct this fault.

Let all who read too fast, and dlsregard the stops, be putin a
class and especial attention be paid to this fault.

The great maxim of good teaching in reading is, to take one
llu‘ng al a time; and to perseyere in repetition, till the object aimed
at is attained.

K 1t is with reference to this, that the most lmportant rules are
repeated in successive lessons.

Ifthe pupils are- required to criticise each ot.her s reading—to
point out mispronunciation or the omissions of syllables, it sus-
tains the interest of the exercise, and makes all more careful
when called to read themselves.

The plan of having the pupils go up toward the head of the class
as they correct faults, thus stimulating attention in the listeners
and care in the reader, will sometimes be found useful.

But while one thing should be prominently attended 4o at a
time many things may be joined collaterally, if proper pains be
taken,

Let a class be called to read. Thb teacher requires the pupils

. to pay particular attention to emphasis. But he may, at the same
. xl

.
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xii SUGGESTIONS TO TEACHERS.

time, direct them to stand at different distances while they read
lessons; and thus secure a proper attention to force or loudness
of utterance. )

Let the teacher sometimes place his class as far from his desk °
as the room will permit, and require the lesson to be read in a
suppressed tone, but so distinctly as to be audible throughout the
room; and in this way he will most effectually secure distinct
articulation. Those readers who have feeble voices are generally
most remarkable for their distinctness of utterance; while those
speakers and readers who have strong voices, as a general thing,
articulate badly.

But this book is designed for other purposes than merely to
teach the pupil to read. The selections have been made with a
constant reference to the improvement of the mind as well as to
the cultivation of the voice. Many of the lessons require thought,
in order to be appreciated, and¢before they can be comprehended.
Some of these require an extensive range.of reading and deep re-
flection, to enable the reader fully to understand the allusions,
to enter into the spirit, and to realize the excellence of the ex-
tracts. '

Let the teacher then study the lessons as well as the pupils.
Let him require, that the substance of what has been read be
continuously narrated by the pupil witkout recurrence to the book.
Let him direct that this be written down without the aid of a
dictionary or grammar, and with no other appliances at hand than
pen, ink, and paper. Let each pupil be so situated that he can
derive no assistance from his fellow pupil ; and then let the nar-
ratives, both oral and written, be the subject of severe but candid
criticism by the teacher and the other pupils, as to the style, pro-
nunciation, grammar and penmanship.

Let the teacher sometimes read zloud a lesson to his class,
having prapigusly reméved every means of taking nofes while he -
reads—and then let him require each pupil within a given, but
sufficient time, to render in writing and from recollection, an
abstract of what he has read. .

This exercise improves the attention, practises the pen, gives
fluency of expression, and a readiness of employing the ideas"
gained in reading, as capital of our own; and will be found
highly interesting to the pupils and highly improving in a greater
variety of ways than many other highly approved methods of
recitation,

-\'l



ECLECTIC FOURTH READER.

LESSON 1.

RULE.—Be careful to pronounce every syllable distinctly, and not
to join the words together. Nothing is more important to good reading
than attention to this rule, and yet most young readers violate it.

Exzrcises UNDER THE RuLe. To be read over several times by all .
the pupils,

' In the following exercises difficult sounds have been introduced,
which are commonly spoken indistinctly or entirely omitted. Let every
pupil, before commencing the reading lesson, read them over several
times slowly and distinctly. The difficult sounds are put in Italics,

He was incapable of it. (Here take care not te join ble and of)

He was amiable, respectable, formidable, unbearable, intolerable,
unmanageable, terrible. (Here the sound dle must be fully sounded.)

He was branded as a traitor.

Thou prod’st my wound.

He was stretched on the floor.

But Ruth clave unto her.

The above rule is so important, that the first twelve lessons will all
be under it.

Remarkable Preservation.—Pror. WILSON.

1. You have often asked me to describe to you on paper
an event in my life, which at the distance of thirty years,
I cannot look back'to without horror. No words can give
an adequate image of the miseries I suffered during that
fearful night; butI shall try to give you something like a
faint shadow of them, that from it your soul may conceive
what I must have suffered. :

2. 1 was, you know, on my voyage back to my native
country, after an absence of five years spent in unintermite
ting toil in a foreign land, to which I had been driven by
a singular fatality. Our voyage had been most cheerful and
prosperous, and, on Christmas day, we were within fifty
leagues of port. Passengers and crew were all in the
highest spirits, and the ship was alive with mirth and jollity. .

3. The ship was sailing at the rate of seven knots an
hour. A strong snow-storm “oslew, but steadily and W“lh;“‘
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danger ; and the ship kept boldly on her course, close reefed,
and mistress of the storm. While leaning over the gun-
wale, admiring the water rushing by like a foaming cataract,
by some unaccountable accident, I lost my balance, and in
an instant fell overboard into the sea.

4. I remember a convulsive shuddering all over my
body, and a hurried leaping of my heart, as I felt myself
about to lose hold of the vessel, and afterwards a sensation
of the most icy chillness, from immersion in the waves,
but nothing resembling a fall or precipitation. When below
the water, I think that a momentary belief rushed across my
mind, that the ship had suddenly sunk, and that I was but
one of a perishing crew. I imagined that I felt a hand with
long fingers clutching at my legs, and made violent efforts to
escape, dragging after me as I thought, the body of some
drowning wretch.

*5. On rising to the surface, I recollected in a moment
what had befallen me, and uttered a oty of horror, which
is in my ears to this day, and often makes me shudder, as if
it were the mad shriek of another person in.extremity of
perilous agony. Often have I dreamed over again that dire
moment, and the cry I utter in my sleep is said to be some-
thing more horrible than a human voice. No ship was to
be seen. She was gone forever. )

6. The little happy world to which, a moment before,
I had belonged, had been swept by, and I felt that God
had flung me at once from the heart of joy, delight,
and happiness, into the uttermost abyss of mortal misery
and despair. Yes! I felt that the Almighty God had
done this,—that there was an act, a fearful act of Provi-
dence, and miserable worm that I was, T thought that
the act was cruel, and a sort of wild, indefinite, objectless
rage and wrath assailed me, and took for awhile the place
of that first shrieking terror. I gnashed my teeth, and cur-
sed myself,—and, with bitter tears and yells, blasphemed
the name of God. )

7. It is true, my friend, that I did so. God forgave that
wickedness. The Being, whom I then rursed, was, in his
tender mercy, not unmindful of me,—of me, a poor, blind,
'miserable, mistaken worm. But the waves dashed over me
and struck me on the face, and howled at me; and the winde
yelled, and the snow beat like drifting sand into my eyes,—
and the ship, the ship was gone, and there was I left to
struggle, and buffet, and gasp, and sink, and perish, alone,

uhseen, and unpitied by man, and, as I thought too, by the
everlasting God, :
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8. I tried to penetrate the sunomar with my
rodi'th

glaring eyes, that felt as if leaping ; and
saw, as if by miraculous power, to a great ' through
the night,—but no skip,—nothing but whi waves,

and the dismal noise of thunder.

9. I shouted, shrieked, and yelled, that I might be heard
by the crew, till my voice was gone,~and that too, when I
knew that there were none to hear me. At last I became
utterly speechless, and, when I tried to call aloud, there
was nothing but a silent gasp af convulsion,—while the
waves came upon me like stunning blows, reiterated, and
drove me along, like a log of waod, or a dead animal.

10. All this time I was not conscious of any act of swim-
ming; but I soon found that I had instinctively been exerting
all my power and skill, and both were requisite to keep
me alive in the tumultuous wake of the ship. Something
struck me harder than a wave. What it was I knew not,
but I grasped it with a passionate violence ; for the hope of
salvation came suddenly over me, and with a sudden tran-
sition from despair, I felt that I was rescued.

11. I had the same thought as if I had been suddenly
heaved on shore by a wave. The crew had thrown over-
board every thing they thought could afford me the slightest
chance of escape from death, and a hen-coop had drifted
towards me. At once all the stories I had ever read of mar-
iners miraculously saved at sea, rushed across my recol-
lection. T had an object to cling to, which I knew would
enable me to prolong my existence.

12. I was no longer helpless on the eald weltering world
of waters; and the-thought that my friends were thinking
of me, and doing all they could for me, gave to me a wonder-
ful courage. I may yet pass the night in the ship, I thought;
and I looked round eagerly to hear the rush of her prow, or
to see through the snow-drift the gleaming of her sails.

13. This was but a momentary gladness. The ship I
knew could not be far off, but, for any good she could do
me, she might as well have been in the heart of the Atlantic
Ocean. Ere she could have altered her course, I must
have drifted a long way to leeward, and in that dim snowy
night how was such a speck to be seen? I saw a flash of
lightning, and then, there was thunder. It was the ship
firing a gun, to let me know, if still alive, that she was some-
where lying to. o

14. But wherefore ? I was separated from her by 2 dirc «
necessity,—by many thousand fierce waves, that woull;l n‘?;!..
let my shrieks be heard. Each succeeding gun was hearc:

1
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fainter and fainter, #last I cursed the sound, that, scarcely
heard above the hollew rumbling of the tempestuous sea,

“told me, that the ship was farther and farther off, till she and
her heartless erew had left me to my fate.

-15. Why did they not send out all their boats to row
round and round all that night through, for the sake of one
whom they pretended to love so well ? I blamed, blessed,
and cursed them by fits, till every emotion of my soul was
exhausted, and I clung i? sullen despair to the wretched
piece of wood, that still képt me from eternity.

16. Every thing was now seen in its absolute dreadful
reality. T was a Cast-a-way——no hape of rescue. It was
broad daylight, and the storm had ceased; but clouds lay
round the horizon, and no land was to be seen. What dread-
ful clouds! Some black as pitch, and charged with thun- -
der ; others like cliffs of fire, and here and there all streamer-
ed over with blood. It was indeed a sullen, wrathful, and
despairing sky.

17. The sun itself was a dull brazen orb, cold, dead, and
beamless. T beheld three ships afar off, but all their heads
were turned away from me. For whole hours they would
adhere motionless to the sea, while Idrifted away from them ;
and then a rushing wind would spring up, and carry them,
one by one, into the darkness ef the stormy distance.
Many birds came close to me, as if to flap me with their
large spreading wings, screamed round and round me, and
then flew away in their strength, and beauty, and happiness.

18. I now felt myself indeed dying. A ealm came over
me. I prayed devoutly for forgiveness of my sins, and for
all my friends on earth. A ringing was in my ears, and I
remember only the hollow fluctuations of the sea with which
1 seemed to be blended, and a sinking down and down an
unfathomable depth, which I thought was Death, and into
the kingdom of the eternal Future.

+ 19. T awoke from insensibility and oblivion with a hid-
eous, racking pain in my head and loins, and in a place
of utter darkness. Iheard a voice say, * Praise the Lord.”
My agony was dreadful, and I cried aloud. Wan, glim-
mering, melancholy lights, kept moving to and fro. I
heard dismal whisperings, and now and then a pale silent .
ghost glided by. A hideous din was over head, and around
me the fierce dashing of the waves. Was I in the land of
spirits ?

20. But, why strive to recount the mortal pain of my
Tecovery, the soul-humbling gratitude that took possession
of my being? I was lying in the cabin of a ship, and
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kindly tended by a humane and skillful man. I had been
picked up, apparently dead, and cold. The hand of God
was there. Adieu, my dear friend. It is now the hour®
of rest, and I hasten to fall down on my knees before the
merciful Being who took pify> upon l?le,. and ‘who, at the
ix'ltercession of our Redeemet, may, I iope, pardon all my
sins. o

Qurstions.—1. Narrate this story in your owh language. 2. What
were the Professor’s feelings when he ﬁat fell into the water? 3. What
did he imagine was clutching at his heels? 4. How did he act upon
rising to the surface? 5. How did he escape a watery grave ?

Exrrons.—ad-e-guit for ad-e-quate; wo-ige for vox@ge; cus-sed for
curs-ed,

Seerr Axp Drrrxe.—1. adequate; 2. unintermitting, passengers ;
3. moonlight, gunwale (pronounced gun-nel), unaccountable ; 4. shud-
dering, immersion, precipitation, momentary, clutching; 6. uttermost,
shrieking ; 7. unmindful; 8. surrounding, miraculous; 10. instinctive-
ly; 11. overboard; 13. leeward; 14, tempestuous; 16. - streamered;
18, fluctuations, unfathomed.

LESSON II.

RULE.—Be careful to pronounce every syllable distinetly, and not
to join the words together.

Exzrciszs vnpzr TaE Rure.  To be read over several times by all
the pupils.

The ribe of death. ' .

Can you cry crackers, crime, crueltyg®rfutches?

The ord’d moon.

It was the worst act of all acte.

It is a mized government.

The idle spindle. Long droves of cattle,

Their deeds show their feelings.

The length and breadth, and height, and depsh, of the thing.

It was highly and holily done.

The Muniac.—~ANONYMOUS.

1 A gentleman who had traveled in Europe, relates that
he one day visited the hospital of Berlin, where he saw a
man whose exterior was very striking. His figure, tall
and commanding, was bending with age, but more with'sor-
row; the few scattered hairs which remained on his temples
were white, almost as the driven snow, and the deepest mel-
ancholy was depicted in his countenance. . )

2. gn inquir}i)ng who he was, and what brought him
there, he startled, as if from sl;ep, and after looking round

B
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him, began with slow and measured steps to stride the hall,
repeating in a Jow but audible voice, ¢ Once one is two;
“once one is two.”

8. Now-and then he would stop and remain with his arms
folded on his breast, as if in contemplation, for some min-
utes ; then again resuming his walk, he continued to repeat,
¢ Once oné is two; once one is two.”” His story, as our
traveler understood it, was as follows.

. 4. Conrad Langps, coll(legor of the revenues of the city
of Berlin, had longbeen Known as a man whom nothing
could divert from the paths of honesty. Scrupulously exact

. in all his dealings, and assiduous in the discharge of his of-

. _ ficial duties, he¢ had acquired the good will and esteem of all
-who knew him, and the confidence of the minister of finance,
whose duty it is to inspget the accounts of all officers con-
nected with the revenue.™

5. On casting up his accounts at the close of a particular

_ year, he found a deficit of ten thousand ducats. Alarmed at -
~ this discovery, he went to the minister, presented his ac--
counts, and informed him that he did not know how it had
arisen, and that he had been robbed by some person bent on
his ruin. o

6. The minister received his accounts, but thinking it a
duty to secure a person who might probably be a defaulter,
he caused him to be arrested, and put his accounts into the
hands of one of his secretaries, for inspection, who returned
them the day after,- with the information that the deficien-

cy arose from a miscalculation; that in multiplying, Mr. . .

Lange had said, once one s two, instead of, once one is

one. :

7. The poor man was immediately released from con*
finement, his accounts returned, and the mistake pointed
out. During his imprisonment, which lasted but two days,
he had neither eaten, drank, nor taken any repose—and
when he appeared, his countenance was as pale as death. On
receiving his accounts, he was a long time silent; then sud-
denly awaking as if from a trance, he repeated, ¢ once one

is two.” )

8. He appeared to be entirely insensible of his situation ;
would neither eat nor drink, unless solicited; and took no-

. tice of nothing that passed around him. Whilst repeating

* his accustomed phrase, if any one corrected him by saying,
¢ once one is one,’’ he was recalled for 2 moment, and said, .

¢ gh, right, once one #s one ;'” and then resuming his walk,
he continued to repeat, ¢ once one is two.”” He died short-

-, .ly after the traveler left Berlin.
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9. This affecting story, whether true or untrue, obviously
abounds with lessons of instruction. Alas! how easily is
the human mind thrown off its ¢ balance ;”’ especially when
it is stayed on fhis world only—and has no experimental
knowledge of the meaning of the injunction of Scripture, to
cast all our cares upon Him who careth for us, and who
heareth evén the young ravens when they cry. b

QuEstions.—1. You may sketch the circumstances here narrated.
2. How do you account for'the unkinging of this man’s mind? 3. Is
it common that one idea keeps possession of a maniac’s mind ?

Errors.—hosp-tal for hos-pi-tal ; as-sid-di-ous for as-sid-u-ous; de-
Jo-cit for.def-i-cit. (pronounced def-e-cit)

SeeLL a¥D Derine.—1. hospital, commanding, melancholy ; 2. meas-
ured; 3. contemplation, traveler; 4. assiduous, finance; 6. defaulter,
secretaries, miscalculation, multiplying ; 7. imprisonment; 8. solicited ;
9. experimental.

LESSON III.

RULE.—Be careful to pronounce every syllable distinctly, and not
to join the words together.

Exzrcises uwpeR THE RuLe. To be read over several times by all
the pupils.

They reef’d the top-sails. No dangers fright him.

He guenched a flame, She laughs a¢t him.

A frame of adamans. She begged pardon. :

Thou look’st from thy throne in the clouds, and laugh’st at the storm.

The glow-worm lights her lamp. .

The table groans beneath its burden.

All clothed in rags an infant lay.

The birds were all flede’d in the nest.

Seene at the Sandwich Islands.—STEWART.

1. At an early hour of the morning, even before we had
taken our breakfast on board ship, a single islander here or
there, or a group of three or four, wrapped in their large
mantles of various hues, might be seen winding their way
among the groves fringing the bay on the east, or descend-
ing from the hills and ravine on the north, towards the
chapel; and by degrees their numbers increased, till, in a
short time, every path along the beach and over the up-
lands presented an almost uninterrugted procession of
%ootg sexes, and of every age, all pressing to the house of

13
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2. So few canoes were round the ship yesterday, and the
landing-place had been so little thronged, as our boats passed
to and fro, that one might have thought the district but thinly
inhabited; but now, such multitudes were secen gathering
from various directions, that the exclamation, ¢ What crowds
of people! What crowds of people!” was heard from the
quartes-deck to the forecastle. - —

3. Even to myself it was a sight of surprise ; surprise not
at the magnitude of the population, but that the object, for
which they were evidently assembling, should bring togeth-
er so great a multitude. And as my thoughts re-echoed the
words, ¢ What crowds of people I’ remembrances and affec-
tions of deep power came over me; and the silent mus-
ings of my heart were, * What a change—what a happy
change !” '

4. When at this very place, only four years ago, the
known wishes and example of chiefs of high.authority, the
daily persuasion of teachers, added to motives of curiosity
and novelty, could scarcely induce a hundred. of the inhabi-
tants, o give an irregular, careless, and impatient attend-
ance en the services of the sanctuary. But now,

¢ Like mountain torrents pouring to the main,
From every glen a living stream came forth—
From every hill, in crowds, they hastened down,
To worship Him, who deigns, in humblest fane,
On wildest shore, to meet th’ upright in heart.”

5. The scene, as looked on from our ship, in the stillness
of abrightly-beaming Sabbath morning, was well calculated,
with its associations, to prepare the mind for strong im-
pressions on a nearer view, when the conclusion of our own
public worship should allow us to go on shore. Mr. Good-
rich had apprized us, that he had found it expedient to hold
both the services of the Sabbath, in the forepart of the day,
that all might have the benefit of two sermons, and still
reach their abodes before nightfall. For,

¢ Numbers dwelt remote,
And first must traverse many a weary mile,
To reach the altar of the God they love.”

6. And it was arranged, that, on this occasion, the second
service should be postponed till the officers should be at lib-
erty to leave the ship. It was near 12 o’clock when we .
went on shore—the captain and first lieutenant, the purser,

* surgeon, several of the midshipmen, and myself. Though
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the services had commenced when we landed, large numbers
were seen circling the doors without ; but, as we afterwards
found, only from the impracticability of obtaining places
within.

7. The house is an immense structure, capable of con-
taining many thousands, every part of which was filled, ex-
cept a small area in front of the pulpit, where seats were re-
served for us, and to which we made our way, in slow and
tedious procession, from the difficulty of finding a spot to
place even our footsteps, without treading on limbs of the
people, seated on their feet, as closely, almost, as they could
be stowed.

8. As we entered, Mr. Goodrich paused in his sermon,
till we should be sented. I ascended the pulpit beside him,
from which I had a full view of the congregation. The
suspense of attention in the people was only momentary,
notwithstanding the entire novelty to them of the laced coats,
cocked hats, and other appendages of naval uniform. I can
scarce describe the emotions experienced in glancing an eye
over the immense number, seated so thickly on the matted
floor as to seem literally one mass of heads, covering an area
of more than nine thousand square feet. The sight was
most striking, and soon became, not only to myself, but to
some of my fellow officers, deeply affesting.

9. I have gazed on‘many worshiping assemblies, and of
every variety of character; but it was left for one at Hido,
the most obscure corner of these distant islands, to excite
the liveliest emotions ever experienced, and lcave the deep-
est impressions of the extent and unsearchable riches of the
gospel, which I have ever known,—emotions and impress-
ions derived simply from an ocular demonstration of the
power of the Word of God on untutored man, which is
without a parallel in existing events, if not in the record of
history. :

10. It seemed, even while I gazed, that the majesty of
that Power might be seen rising and erecting to itself a

.throne, permanent as glorious, in the hearts of these but late
utterly benighted and deeply-polluted people. And when I
compared them, as they had once been known to me, and
as they now appeared, the change seemed the effect of a
mandate scarcely less mighty in its power, or speedy in its
result, than that exhibited when it was said, ¢ Let there be
tight, and there was light I” L

11. The depth of the impression arose from the irresisti-
ble conviction that the Spirir or Gop was there: it could
have been nothing else. With the exception of the inferior
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chiefs, having charge of the district, and their dependents,
of two or three native members of the church, and of the
mission family, scarcely one of the whole multitude was in
other than the native dress.

12. In this respect, and in the attitude of sitting, the as-

sembly was purely pagan. But the breathless silence, the
eager atiention, the half-suppressed sigh, the tear, the various
feeling, sad, peaceful, joyous, discoverable in the faces of
many—all spoke the presence of an invisible but omnipo-
tent Power—the Power which alone can melt and renew
the heart of man, even as it alone first brought it into exist-
ence.
. 13. It was, in a word, a heathen congregation laying hold
"on the hopes of eternity—a heathen congregation, fully
sensible of the darkness of their original state, exulting in
the first beams of truth, and in the mo uncertain dawning
of the Sun of Righteousness; thirsting after knowledge,
even while they sweetly drank of the waters of life ; and, un-
der the reviving and inspiring influence, by every look, ex-
pressing the heart-felt truth—¢¢ Beautiful on the mountains
are the feet of him that bringeth good tidings ; that bring-
eth good tidings of good, that publisheth saLvaTion !”’

14. The simple appearance and yet Christian deport-
ment of that obseure--congregation, whom I had once
known, and at no remote period, only as a set of rude, li-
centious, and wild pagans, did more to rivet the conviction
of the divine origin of the Bible,.and of the holy influences
by which it is accompanied to the hearts of men, than all
the arguments, and apologies, and defences of Christianity
I ever read. .

QuesTioNs.—1, Where are the S8andwich Islands? 2. What is the
degree of population? 3. What change has taken place in the moral
character of the population, and in how long a time? 4. To what is
this change to be attributed? 5. Give some description of the house
of worship, audience, etc., etc. :

Ennrons.—sup-prise for sur-prise; pop-er-la-tion for pop-u-la-tion;
wush-ip for wor-ship; hiz-try for his-to-ry ; sper-it for spir-it.

SeerL axD DEFINE.—1, uninterrupted, procession; 2. multitudes;
3. remembrances, re-echoed, assembling; 4. hundred, irregular, inhabit-
ants; 5. associations, apprized, nightfall ; 6. postponed, midshipmen,
impracticability; 8. congregation, appendages; 9. worshiping, un-
searchable, demonstration, parallel ; 10. benighted.
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LESSON IV.

RULE.—Be careful to pronounce every syllable distinctly, and not
to join the words together.

Exercises usper TBE Rure. To be read over several times by all
the pupils.

My Uncle Toby was racked with pain.

Racked with whirlwinds.

Victory will weaken the enemy.

Think’st thou so meanly of me ?

On the River Elbe. We saw the Elk.

And he cried, kold, hold, hold.

The wolf who’s how!’s his watch.

Fall'n, fall'n, fall'n, fall'n, fall'n, from his high estate.

There was no kelp for it.

He watch’d and wept, he felt and pray’d for all.

It was a willfully false account.

Contrasted Soliloquies—~JANE TAYLOR.

1. ¢« Alas!” exclaimed a silver-headed sage, ‘‘how nar-
row is the utmost extent of human science !~—how circum-
scribed the sphere of intellectual exertion! I have spent
my life in acquiring knowledge ; but how little do I know !
The farther I attempt to penetrate the secrets of nature, the
more I am bewildered and benighted. Beyond a certain
limit, all is but confusion or conjecture; so that the advan-
tage of the learned over the ignorant, consists greatly in
having ascertained how little is to be known.

2. ¢Itis true that I can measure the sun, and compute the
distances of the planets; I can calculate their periodical
movements, and even ascertain the laws by which they per-
form their sublime revolutions; but with regard to their
construction, and the beings which inhabit them, what do I
know more than the clown?

3. ¢ Delighting to examine the economy of nature in our
own world, I have analyzed the elements; and have given
names to their component parts. And yet, should I not be
as much at a loss to explain the burning of fire, or to ac-
count for the liquid quality of water, as the vulgar, who use
and enjoy them without thought or examination ?

4. «I remark that all bodies, unsupported, fall to the
ground ; and I am taught to account for this by the law of
gravitation. But what have I gained here more than a
term? Does it convey to my mind any idea of the nature
of that mysterious and invisible chain which draws all
things to 2 common center? I observe the effect, I give a
name to the cause ; but ean I explain or comprehend it?

5. « Pursuing the track of the naturalist, I have learned
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to distinguish the animal, vegetable and mineral kingdoms ;
and to divide these into their distinct tribes and families;
but can I tell, after all this toil, whence a single blade of
grass derives its vitality ? Could the most minute re-
searches enable me to discover the exquisite pencil, that
paints and fringes the flower of the field? Have I ever de-
. tected the secret, that gives their brilliant dye to the ruby
" and the emerald, or the art that enamels the delicate shell ?

6. I observe the sagacity of animals; I call it instinct,
and speculate upon its various degrees of approximation to
the reason of man. But, after all, I know as little of the
cogitations of the brute, as he does of mine. When I see
a flight of birds overhead, performing their evolutions, or
steering their course to some distant settlement, their sig-
nals and cries are as unintelligible to me, as are the learned
languages to the unlettered rustic ; I understand as little of
their policy and laws, as they do of Blackstone’s Commen-
taries.

7. * But leaving the material creation, my thoughts have
often ascended to loftier subjects, and indulged in mefaphys-
ical speculation. And here, while I easily perceive in
myself the two distinct qualities of matter and mind, I am
baffled in every attempt to comprehend their mutual depen-
dence and mysterious connexion. When my hand moves
in obedience to my will, have I the most distant conception -
of the manner in which the volition is either communicated
or understood? Thus, in the exercise of one of the most
simple and ordinary actions, I am perplexed and confound-
ed, if I attempt to account for it. :

8. ¢ Again, how many years of my life were devoted to
the accquisition of those languages, by the means of
which I might explore the records of remote ages, and be-
come familiar with the learning and literature of other
times! And what have I gathered from these, but the
mortifying fact, that ‘man has ever been struggling with his
own impotence, and vainly endeavoring to overleap the
bounds which limit his anxious inquiries ?

9. ¢ Alas! then, what have I gained by my laborious re-
searches, but an humbling conviction of my weakness and
ignorance? How little has man, at his best estate, of
which to boast! What folly in him to glory in his con-
tracted power, or to value himself upon his imperfect
acquisitions 1"’

10. ¢ Well,” exclaimed a young lady, just returned from
school, “my education is at last finished !—indeed, it
would be strange, if, after five years’ hird application, any
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thing were left incomplete. Happily, that is all over now ;
and I have nothing to do, but to exercise my various
accomplishments. :

11. ¢“Let me see!—As to ZFrench, I am complete mis -
tress of that, and speak it, if possible, with more fluency
than English. Jtalian I can read with ease, and pro-
nounce very well ; as well, at least, as any of my friends ;
and that is all one need wish for in Italian. Music I have
learned till I am perfectly sick of it. But, now that we
have a grand piano, it will be delightful to play when we
have company ; I must still continue to practice a little ;}—
the only thing, I think, that I need now to improve myself in.
And then there are my Italian songs! which every body
allows I sing with taste; and as it is what so few people can
pretend to, I am particularly glad that I can.

12. ¢« My drawings are universally admired,—especial-
- ly the shells and flowers, which are beautiful, certainly : be-
sides this, I have a decided taste in all kinds of fancy orna-
ments. And then my ddncing and waltzing,—in which
our master himself owned that he could take me no farther—
just the figure for it, certainly ; it would be unpardonable if
I did not excel.

13. ¢ As to common things, geography and history, and
poetry, and philosophy,~—thank my stars, I have got
through them all! so that I may consider myself not only
perfectly accomplished, but also thoroughly well informed.
‘Well, to be sure, how much I have fagged through !—the
only wonder is, that one head can contain it all 1’

QursTions.—1. What is the subject of this lesson? 2., What is
meant by “Soliloquies 7 3, What Soliloquies are here contrasted ?
4. What is the substance of the old man’s soliloquy? 5. What is the
substance of the young lady’s? 6. Which reasons most correctly, the
©oid man or the young lady ? 7. What feeling is manifested by the old
man in view of his attainments? 8. What by the young lady? 9. If
‘we are truly wise, will we be vain ?

Ernons.—Nar-rer and nar-ry for nar-row; be-yund for be-yond;
cal-kil-ate for cal-cu-late; in-joy for en-joy; Black-stun for Black-
stone ; ed-e-ca-tion for ed-u-ca-tion; fu’n-cy for flu-en-cy ; jog-ra-phy
for ge-og-ra-phy ; his-try for his-to-ry ; kin for can.

SeeLt ANp Derixne.—1. Circumscribed, intellectual, penetrate, con.
Jecture, ascertained ; 2. compute, ascertain, revolutions, construction §
3. economy, analyzed, component; 4. gravitation ; b exquisite, anl_mul,
vegetable, mineral, vitality, enamels; 6. sagacity, inetinct, approxima-
tion, cogitation, unintelligible; 7. metaphysical, volition; 10. incom-
plete; 11, fluency ; 12. waltzing. C. T~ -
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LESSON V.

RULE.—Be careful to pronounce every syllable distinctly, and not
to join the words together.
" Excreiszs usper THE Ruis. To be read over several times by all
the pupils. . -

It was a species of calx, which he showed me.

The word filch is of doubtful derivation.

If thou fall’st, thou fall’st a blessed martyr.

Healthis indispensable to the soldier.

Those who lie entombed in the cemetery.

The attempt, and not the deed confounds us,

But truth, and liberty and virtue would fall with him,

The song began from Jove.

Do you mean plain or playing 2

On Letter Writing.—BLACKWOOD.

1. Epistolary as well as personal intercourse is, according
to the mode in which it is carried on, one of the pleasantest
or most irksome things in the world. It is delightful to drop
in on a friend without the solemn prelude of invitation and
acceptance—to join a gocial circle, where we may suffer our
minds and hearts to relax and expand in the happy con-
sciousness of perfect security from invidious remark and carp-
ing criticism ; where we may give the reins to the sportive-
ness of innocent fancy, or the enthusiasm of warm-hearted
feeling ; where we may talk sense or nonsense, (I pity peo-
ple who cannot talk nonsense,) without fear of being looked
into icicles by the coldness of unimaginative people—living
pieces of clock-work, who dare not themselves utter a word,
or lift up a little finger, without first weighing the important
point, in the hair balance of propriety and good breeding.

2. Itis equally delightful to let the pen talk freely, and un-
premeditatedly, and to one by whom we are sure of being
understood ; but a formal letter, like a ceremonious morning
visit, is tedious slike to the writer and receiver—for the
most part spun out with unmeaning phrases, trite observa-
tions, complimentary flourishes, and protestations of respect
and attachment, so far not deceitful, as they never deceive
any body. Oh the misery of having to compose a set,
proper, well worded, correctly pointed, polite, elegant epis-
tle '—one that must have a beginning, a middle, and an end, as
methodically arranged and portioned out as the several parts
of a sermon under three heads, or the three gradations of
shade in a school-girl’s first landscape !

3. Formy part, ¥ waxld rather be set to beat hemp, or weed

-
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in a turnip-field, than to write such a letter exactly every
month, or every fortnight, at the precise point of time
from the date of our correspondent’s last letter, that he
or she wrote after the reception of ours—as if one’s thoughts
bubbled up to the well-head, at regular periods, a pint at
a time, to be bottled off for immediate use. Thought!
what has thought to do in such a correspondence? It
murders thought, quenches fancy, wastes time, spoils paper,
wears out innocent goose-quills—‘¢I'd rather be a kitten,
and cry mew ! than one of those same’ prosing letter-
mongers.

4. Surely in this age of invention something may be struck
out to obviate the necessity (if such necessity exists) of so
tasking—degrading the human intellect. Why should not
a sort of mute barrel-organ be constructed on the plan of
those that play sets of tunes and country dances, to indite
a catalogue of polite epistles calculated for all the ceremo-
nious observances of good breeding? Oh the unspeakable
relief (could such a machine be invented) of having only
to grind an answer to one of one’s *dear five hundred
friends !”’

5. Or, suppose there were to be an epistolary steam-engine
—Ay, that’s the thing—Steam does every thing now-a-days.
Dear Mr. Brunel, set about it, I beseech you, and achieve
the most glorious of your undertakings. The block-machine
at Portsmouth would be nothing to it—7"%at spares manual
labor—tAis would relieve mental drudgery, and thousands
yet unborn - - - But hold! I am not so sure the fe-
male sex in general may quite enter into my views of the
subject.

6. Those who pique themselves on the elegant style of their
billets, or those fair scribblerinas just emancipated from
boarding-school restraints, or the dragonism of their gover-
ness, just beginning to taste the refined enjoyments of sen-
timental, confidential, soul-breathing correspondence with
some Angelina, Seraphina, or Laura Matilda; to indite
beautiful little notes, with long-tailed letters, upon vellum
paper, with pink margins sealed with sweet mottoes, and
dainty devices, the whole deliciously perfumed with musk
and attar of roses—young ladies who collect* copies of
verses,”” and charades—keep albums—copy patterns—make
bread seals—work little dogs upon footstools, and paint
flowers without shadow—Oh! no—the epistolary steam-
engine will never come into vogue with those dear crea-
tures—7'hey must enjoy the ¢ feast of reason, and the flow
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of soul,” and they must write—Yes! and how they do
write ! '
* 7. But for another genus of female scribes—Unhappy inno-
cents | who groan in spirit at the dire necessity of having to
hammer out one of those aforesaid terrible epistles—who
having in due form dated the gilt-edged sheet that lies out-
spread before them in appalling whiteness—having also feli-
citously achieved the graceful exordium, My dear Mrs.
P.” or «My dear Lady V.” or “My dear any thing
else,” feel that they are in for ¢, and must say so mething
~—Oh, that something that must come of nothing! those
bricks that must be made without straw ! those pages that
must be filled with words! Yea, with words that must be
sewed into sentences! Yea, with sentences that must seem
to mean something; the whole to be tacked together, all
neatly fitted and dove-tailed, so as to form one smooth, pol-
ished surface! *
» 8. What were the labors of Hercules to such a task! The
very thought of it puts me into a mental perspiration ; and,
from my inmost soul, I compassionate the unfortunates now
at this very moment, perhaps,) screwed up perpendicular
in the seat of torture, having in the right hand a fresh-nib-
bed pitent pen, dipped ever and anon into the ink-bottle, as
if to hook up ideas, and under the outspread palm of the
left hand a fair sheet of best Bath post, (ready to receive
thoughts yet unhatched,) on which their eyes are riveted
with a stare of disconsolate perplexity infinitely touching
to a feeling mind.

9. To such unhappy persons, in whose miseries I deeply
sympathize - - - Have I not groaned under similar horrors,
from the hour when I was first shut up (under lock and
key, I believe,) to indite a dutiful epistle to an honored
aunt? I gemember, as if it were yesterday, the moment
when she who had enjoined the task entered to inspect the
performance, which, by her calculation, should have been
fully completed—I remember how sheepishly 1 hung down
my head, when she snatched from before me the paper, (on
which I had made no further progress than ¢ My dear
ant,”) angrily exclaiming, ¢ What, child! have you been
shut up here three hours to call your aunt a pismire?”” From
that hour of humiliation I have too often groaned under the
endurance of similar penance, and I have learnt from my own
sufferings to compassionate those of my dear sisters in afflic-
tion. 'To such unhappy persons, then, I would fain offer 2
few hints, (the fruit of long experience,) which, if they have
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not already been suggested by their own observation, may
prove serviceable in the hour of emergency.

10. Let them - - - or suppose I address myself to one par-
ticular sufferer—there is something more confidential in that
manner of communicating one’s ideas—As Moore says,
¢t Heart speaks to heart’’—I say, then, take always special
care to write by candlelight, for not only is the apparently
unimportant operation of snuffing the candle in itself a
momentary relief to the depressing consciousness of mental

- vacuum, but not unfrequently that trifling act, or the bright-
ening flame of the taper, elicits, as it were, from the dull
embers of fancy, a sympathetic spark of fortunate concep-

- tion—When such a one occurs, seize it quickly and dexter~
ously, but, at the same time, with such cautious prudence,
as not to huddle up and contract in one short, paltry sentence,
that which, if ingeniously handled, may be wire-drawn,

so as to undulate gracefully and smoothly aver a whole
page.

11. For the more ready practice of this invaluable art of
dilating, it will be expedient to stock your memory with a
large assortment of those precious words of many syllables,
that fill whole lines at once ; ¢ incomprehensibly, amazingly,
decidedly, solicitously, inconceivably, incontrovertibly.” An
opportunity of using these, is, to a distressed spigger, as de-
lightful as a copy all m’s and n’s to a child. ¢ Cominand
you may, your mind from play.”” They run on with such
delicious smoothness! * * * =

-

QuzsTions.—Upon what does the pleasure of epistolary and social
intercourse depend ! What is meant by talking nonsense 2 What is
the intention of the writer of this piece? From whom does the author
quote in the sentence, “ I'd rather be a kitten,” &c.?

Ernrors.—pre-lude for prel-ude; ’xrac-y for ex-act-ly: sued for
sewed (pronounced sode) ; Herc-les for Her-cu-les ; per-tic-lar for par-
tic-u-lar. ‘

SpeLy oD Derine.—~1. epistolary, invidious, enthusiaem, nonsense,
unimaginative; 3. well-head, correspondent, letter-monger; 4. invention,
5. epistolary, manual; 6. scribblerinas, emancipated; 7. genus; 8.
mental, compassionate, disconsolate; 9. humilintion; 10, elicits, com~
municating, dilate.

c 2
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LESSON VI. °

RULE.—Be careful to pronounce every syllable disﬁnctly, and not
%o join the words together.

Exercises vwper Tz Ruie. To be read over several times by all

the pupils.

The range of the valleys is his, .

He was the firs¢ ambassador sent.

Swords and pens were both employed.

1 do not finch from the argument.

He never winced, for it hurt him not. -
Do not singe your gown, .

Pluck’d from its native tree,

Nipt in the bud.

Thou found’st me poor, and keep’st me so.

Ginevra.—RoOGERS.

1. If ever you should come to Modena,

" Stop at a palace near the Reggio-gate,
Dwelt in of old by one of the Donati.
Its noble gardens, terrace above terrace,
Aed rich in fountains, statues, cypresses,
Will long detain you—but, before you go,
Enter the house—forget it not, I pray you—
And look awhile upon a picture there.

2.  'Tis of a lady in her earliest youth,
The last of that illustricus family ;
Done by Zampieri—but by whom I care not.
He, who observes it—ere he passes on,
Gazes his fill, and comes and comes again,
That he may call it up when far away.

3.  She sits, inclining forward as to speak,
Her lips half open, and her finger up,
As though she said, ¢ Beware!” her vest nf gold
Broidered with flowers and clasped from head to foot
An emerald stone in every golden clasp;
Aud on her brow, fairer than alabaster,
A coronet of pearls.

4. But then her face,
So lovely, yet so arch, so full of mirth,
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The overflowings of an"innocent heart—
It haunts me still, though many a year has fled,
Like some wild melody !

Alone it hangs
Over a mouldering heir-loom ; its companion,
An oaken chest, half-eaten by the worm,
But richly carved by Antony of Trent
With scripture-stories frog the life of Christ;
A chest that came from Venice, and had held
The ducal robes of some gld ancestors— ®
That by the way—it may be true or false—
But don’t forget the picture; and you will not,
‘When you have heard the tale they told me there.

She was an only child—her name Ginevra,
The joy, the pride of an indulgent father;
And in her fifteenth year became a bride,
Marrying an only son, Francesco Doria,
Her playmate from her birth, and her first love.
Just as she looks there, in her bridal dress,
She was, all gentleness, all gayety,
Her pranks the favorite theme of every tongue.
But now the day was come, the day, the hour;
Now, frowning, smiling for the hundredth time,
The nurse, that ancient lady, preached deco’rum ;
And, in the luster of her youth, she gave
Her hand, with her l:cart in it, to Francesco.

Great was the joy ; but at the nuptial Teast,
When all sate down, the bride herself was wanting.
Nor was she to be found! Her father cried,
¢« ¢ Tis but to make a trial of our love !

And filled his glass to all; but his hand shook,
And soon from guest to guest the panic spread.

. *Twas but that instant she had left Francesco, .

Laughing and looking back and flying still,
Her ivory tooth iraprinted on his finger.

Bat now, alas! she was not to be found ;

Nor from that hour could any thing be guessed,
But that she was not!
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10. ‘Weary of his life,
Francesco flew to Venice, and embarking,
Flung it away in battle with the Turk.
Donati lived—and long might you have seen
An old man wandering as in quest of something,
Something he could not find—he knew not what.
‘When he was gone, the house remained awhile
Silent and tenantless—then went to strangers.

11.  Full fifty years were past, and all forgotten,
‘Whea on an idle day, a day of search
Mid the old lumber in the gallery,
That mouldering chest was noticed ; and ’twas said
By one as young, as thoughtless as Ginevra, ’
¢ Why not remove it from its lurking-place ¥*
*Twas done as soon as said ; but on the way
It burst, it fell ; and lo! a skeleton
With here and there a pearl, an emerald-stone,
A golden clasp, clasping a shred of gold.
All else had perished—save a wedding.ring,
And a small seal, her mother’s legacy,
Engraven with a name, the name of both—
¢ Ginevra.”

12.  —There then had she found a grave!
‘Within that chest had she concealed herself,
Fluttering with joy, the happiest of the happy ;
‘When a spring-lock, thdt lay in ambush there,
Fastened her down for ever!

QuestioNns.—1, Where is Modena? 2. Who was the painter of the
picture? 3. Describe the attitude and dress. 4, What lies beneath the
picture? 5. Relate the story which gives interest to the chest and
picture.

Errors.—Reg-gi-o for Red-ge-o; hont for haunt (pro-
nounced hant) ; an-cient for an-cient; sred for shred.

SerLt axp DErINE.—1. statues, terrace, cypresses; 2. illustrious;
3. broidered, emerald; 4. overflowing; 5. mouldering, ancestors, heir-
loom; 6. mdulgent, anclent 8. nuptml 9. imprinted ; 10, embarking ;
l l. engraven, emerald ; 12, a.mbush
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LESSON VII.

RULE.—Be careful to pronounce every syllable distinctly, and not
to join the words together, .

Exzrcises vxpzn T8E Runz. 'To be read aver several times by all
the pupils.

We constructed an arc, and began the problem.

The surf deat heavily.

Arm ! warriors, arm!

Return to thy dwelling, all lovely return.

Weave the warp and weave the woof.

Lend me Smith’s Thucydides.

Thou tear'st my heart asunder.
- I give my hand and Aearz #00 2o this vote.

The Whale Ship.—Prov. LiT. JOURNAL.

1. They who go down to-the sea in ships pursue a peril-
ous vocation, and well deserve the prayers which are offer-
ed for them in the churches. It is a hard life—full of dan-
ger, and of strange attraction. The seaman rarely abandons
the glorious sea, It requires, however, a pretty firm spirit,
both to brave the ordinary dangers of the deep, and to carry
on war with its mightiest tenants. And yet it is a service
readily entered upon, and zealously followed; though indis-
putably the most laborious and most terrific of all human
pursuits. Well might Burke speak glowingly of that hardy
spirit of adventure, which had pursued this gigantic game,
from the constellations of the north to the frozen serpent of
the south.

2. The most common accident to which whalemen are ex-
posed, is that of being ¢stove,” as they express it, by the
huge animal, before they can back out from their dangerous
proximity. A slight tap of his tail is quite sufficient to
shiver a common whale-boat to atoms. If this danger be
escaped, the whale, with the harpoon in his hide, sinks be-
neath the sounding of the deep-sea lead. Not long will he
stay at the bottom. He rises for air, and this is a signal for
the renewal of the battte. The boat is drawn up, and the
lance is buried in his giant body. Not safe is the game till
it is fairly bagged. Often, in the moment of victory, the
vanquished leviathan settles quietly down in the deep sea;
and no tackle can draw him up. The curses of the exhauste
seamen are ‘not loud, but deep.’

3. On the twenty-eight of May, 1817, the Royal Bounty,
an English ship, fell in with a great number of whales.
There was neither ice nor land in sight. The boats were
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manned and sent in pursuit. After a chase of five hours,
a harpooner, who had rowed out of sight of the ship, struck
one of the whales. This was about four o’clock in the morn-
ing. The captain directed the course of the ship to the
place where he had last seen the boats, and at about eight
o’cloek got sight of the boat which displayed the signal for
being fast. Soon after, another boat approached the first,
and struck a second harpoon. .

4. By mid-day, two more harpoons were struck; but
such was the astonishing vigor of the whale, that although
it constantly dragged through the water from four to six
boats, together with sixteen hundred fathoms of line, yet it
pursued its flight nearly as fast as a boat could row. When-
ever a boat passed beyond its tail, it would dive. All en-
deavors to lance it were therefore in vain. The crews of
the loose boats then moored themselves to the fast boats.
At eight o’clock in the evening, a line was taken to the
ship, with a view of retarding 1its flight, and topsails were
lowered ; but the harpoon ‘drew.” In three hours, another
line was taken on board, which immediately snapped.

5. At four in the afternoon of the next day, thirty-six hours
after the whale was struck, two of the fast lines were taken
on board the ship. The wind blowing a moderately brisk
breeze, the top-gallant sails were taken in, the courses haul-
ed up, and the topsails clewed down :—and in this situation
she was towed directly to windward during an hour and a
half, with the velocity of from one and a half to two knots.
And then, though the whale must have been greatly exhaust-
ed, it beat the water with its fins and tail so tremendously,,
that the sea around was in a continual foam ; and the most
hardy seamen scarcely dared to approach it. At length, at
about eight o’clock, after forty hours of incessant exer-
tion, this formidable and astonishingly vigorous animal was
killed.

6. But the most strange and dreadful calamity, that ever
befell the wanderers of the sea, in any age, was that which
happened in 1820, to the ship Essex, of Nantucket. Some
of those who survived the terrible catastrophe are yet alive,
and bear their united testimony to the truth of the statements
which one of them has published. It is a story which no
man, for any conceivable purpose, would be likely to invent.
The captain of the Essex is yet living upon his native isl-
and ; and it is a fact pregnant with meaning, that, so vivid, to
this day, is his recollection of the horrors which he witness-
ed, that he is never heard to mention the subject, and nothing
can induce him to speak of it. He has abandoned the sea

[
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forever. The story bears the marks of truth upon it. It
may be briefly told. :

7. The Essex, a sound and substantial ship, sailed for the
Pacific Ocean, on a whaling voyage, from Nantucket, on the
12th of August, 1820. On the 20th of November, a shoal

.of whales was discovered. Three boats were manned and
sent in pursuit. The mate’s boat was struck by a whale,
and he was obliged to return to the ship to repair the dam-
age. While thus engaged, a sperm whale, eighty-five feet
long, broke water about twenty rods from the ship, on her
weather bow. He was going at the rate of three knots an
hour, and the ship at the same rate, when he struck the bows
of the vessel just forward of the chains.

- 8. The shock produced by the collision of two such mass-

es of matter in motion, may well be imagined. The ship
shook like aleaf. The whale ¢dove,’ passed under the ves-
sel—grazed her keel—and appeared at the ship’s length dis-
tant, lashing the sea with his fins and tail, as if suffering the
most horrible agony.—He was evidently hurt by the collis~
ion, and rendered frantic with rage. In a few minutes he
seemed to recover himself, and started, with great speed,
directly across the bows of the vessel, to windward. Mean-
time the hands on board discovered the vessel to be gradually
settling down by the bows; and the pumps were to be rig-
ged. While engaged in fixing the pumps, one of the men
exclaimed, ¢ My God, here he comes upon us again!’

9. The whale had turned, at the distance of one hundred
rods from the ship, and was making for her with double his
former speed. His pathway was white with foam. He
struck her bow, and the blow shook every timber in the ship.

~ Her bows were stove in. The whale dove under the ves-
™ -fel and disappeared. The vessel immediately filled ; and the
crew took to the boat that had returned. All this was trans-
acted in the space of a few minutes. The other boats row-
ed up, and when they came together—when a sense of their
loneliness and helplessness came over them—no man -had
the power afi®mtterance. They were in the midst of the
¢illimitable sea’—far, far from land—in open whale-boats;
NN rel}:iing only on God for succor, in this hour of their utmost
heed.
10. They gathered what they could from the wreck,—
the ship went down; and, on the 22d of November, they
put away for the coast of South America—distant two thou-
sand miles! How their hearts must have died within them,
as they looked at the prospect before and around them! Af-
ter incredible hardships and sufferings, on the 20th of De-
]

ar
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cember, they reached a low island. It was a mere sand-
bank, almost barren, which supplied them with nothing but
water. On this island, desolate as itw-as, three of the men
chose to remain, rather than to commit themselves again to
the uncertain chances of the sea.

11. On the 27th of December, the three boats, with the

remainder.of the men, started in company from the island,
for Juan Fernandez, a distance of two thousand five hundred
miles! On the 12th of January, the boats parted company
in a gale. Then commenced a scene of suffering, which
" cannot be contemplated without horror. The men died one
after another, and the survivors lived upon their flesh. In
the captain’s boat, on the first of February, three only were
living ; they cast lots to see which of them should die. It
fell upon the youngest, a nephew of the captain. He seated
himself in the bow of the boat, with calmness and fortitude
—was shot and eaten !

12. The mate’s boat was taken up by the Indian, of Lon-
don, on the 19th of February, ninefy-three days. from the
time of the catastrophe, with three living men of that boat’s
crew. The captain’s boat was taken up on the 23d of Feb-
ruary, by the Dauphin, of Nantucket. The other boat was
never heard from. The three men who were left on the isl-
and were saved by a ship which was sent for their deliver-
ance. No wonder that the heart of that brave man recoils
and shudders, when this terrific scene is forced upon his
recollection.

QuEsTioNs.—1, What is the character of the seaman’s profession ?
Particularly of the whalemen? 2. What are the most common acci-
dents to which whalers are liable? 3.How do they often lose their
game when vanquished ? 4. How long was the whale first mentioned
(3—b) in being vanquished ? 5. At what rate was he able to draw the
ship through the water? 6. Can you give a sketch of what occurred to
the ship Essex in 18207 7. Narrate the adventures and fate of the
crew, after the destruction of their vessel.

'Ennons.—artl-na-ry for or-di-na-ry; purty or per-ty for pretty;
* wict-ry for vic-to-ry.

Serit  axp Derine.— 1. zealously, indisputably, glowingly,
gigantic, cofistellations ; 2. proximity, vanquished, leviathan ; 3. Jatitude,
longitude, approached, harpoon; 4. fathoms, moored, retarding; 6.

moderately, top-gailant, clewed, windwasd, exhausted, tremendously,
jncessant, formidable,
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LESSON VIII.

RULE.—Be careful to pronounce every syllable distinctly, and not
to join the words together,

Exerciszs uxpir THE Rurx. To be read over several times by all
the pupils.

We saw a large dead fish, floating.

And he slew him.

Every man’s house is his castle,

This meteorous vapor is called “ Will o’ the wisp.”’

1 thruat three thousand thistles through the thick of my thumb.

Braid bread braids, my brave babes.

‘We never swerved, but lost our swivel gun.

The Winged Worshipers.—SPRAGUE.
(Adds d to two swallows, that flew into Chureh daring Divine Service.]
L. Gay, guiltless pair,
What seek ye from the fields of heaven?
Ye have no need of prayer,
Ye have no sins to be forgiven.

2. Why perch ye here,

‘Where mortals to their Maker bend ?
Can your pure spirits fear

The God ye never could offend ?

3. Ye never knew

The erimes for which we come to weep :
Penance is not for you,

Bless'd wand’rers of the upper deep.

4. To you ’tis given

To wake sweet nature’s untaught lays;
Beneath the arch of heaven

To chirp away a life of praise.

5. Then spread each wing,

Far, far above, o’er lakes and lands,
And join the choirs that sing

In yon blue dome not reared with hands.

© 6. Orif ye stag

To note the consecrated hour,
Teach me the airy way,

And let me try your e‘lm)vied power.
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7. Above the crowd,

On upward wings could I but fly,
I’d bathe in yon bright cloud,

And seek the stars that gem the. sky.

8. "T'were heaven indeed,

Through fields of trackless light to soar,
On nature’s charms to feed,

And nature’s own great God adore.

QuesTiens.~1. On what occasion was this poem written? 2. We
address letters to our friends—was this addressed to the birds in the
same sense? 3, Do you discover any beautiful expressions in this les-
son? 4. Point them out.

Erzrors.—par for pair; prar for pray-er; en-vide for en-vi-ed.

SreLr axp Dzrims.—1. guiltless; 8. perch; 3. penance; 4. umn-
taught ; 6. choirs; 6. consecrated ; 8. trackless,

LESSON IX.

t RULE.—Be careful to pronounce every syllable distinctly, and not
to join the words together. )

Exzercrses vxpzk TS Ruxz. To be read over several times by all
the pupils.

The bell tinkles ; the man truckles to power,

Thou chuckl’dst over thy gains too soon.

It was barb’d and bulb'd.

The bulbs are sprouting.

The pert fairies and the dapper elves.

Is this delft, or delf ware ? )

The cosiliest silks are there.

Overwhelm’d with whirlwinds and tempestuous fire,

Death at the Toilet.—DiArY oF A PHYSICIAN.

-1, “ What can Charlotte be doing all this while "’ inquir-

ed her mother. She listened—¢¢] have not heard her
moving for the last three quarters of an hour! I will call
the maid and ask.” She rung the bell, and the servant
appeared.

2. ¢ Betty, Miss Jones is not gone yet, is she? Go up
to her room, Betty, and see if she wants any thing, and tell
her it is half past nine o’clock,” said Mrs. Jones. The ser-
vant accordingly went up stairs, and knocked at the bed-
room door, once, twice, thrice, but received no answer.
‘There was a dead silence, except when the wind shook the
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"
window. Could Miss Jones have fallenasleep? Oh! im-
possible! '

3. She knocked again, but as’ unsuccessfully as before.
She became a little flustered ; and after a moment’s pause

ned the door and entered. There was Miss Jones sit-
ting at the glass. ¢ Why ma’am !"” commenced Betty in a
petulant tone, walking up to her,* here have I been knock-
ing for these five minutes, and” Betty staggered, horror
struck to the bed, and uttering a loud shriek, alarmed Mrs.
Jones, who instantly tottered up stairs, almost palsied with o
fright, Miss Jones was dead!

4. T was there within a few minutes, for my house was
not more tham two streets distant. It was a stormy night
in March: and the desolate aspect of thinga without—de-
serted streets—the dreary howling of the wind ; and the in-
cessant pattering of the rain—contributed to cast a gloom
over my mind, when connected with the intelligence of the
awful event that had summoned me out, which was deepen-
ed into horror by the spectacle I was doomed to witness.

5. On reaching the house, I found Mrs. Jones in violent
hysterics, surrounded by several of her neighbors who had
been called to her assistance. 1 repaired to the scene of),
death, and beheld what I never shall forget. #

6. The room was occupied by a white-curiained bed.
There was but one window, and before it was a table, om
which stood a looking glass, hung with a little white drape-
ry ; and various paraphernalia of the toilet lay scattered
about—pins, broaches, curling papers, ribbins, gloves, etc,

7. An arm chair was drawn to this table, and in it sat -
Miss Jones, stone dead. Her head rested upon her right
hand, her elbow supported by the table; while her left
hung down by her side, grasping a pair of curling irons.
Each of her wrists was encircled by a showy gilt bracelet.

8. She was dressed in a white muslin frock, with a little
bordering of blonde. Her face was turned towards the
glass, which by the light of the expiring candle, reflected
with frightful fidelity the clammy, fixed features, daubed with
rouge and carmine—the fallen lower jaw-—and the eyes
directed full into the glass, with a cold stare, that was
appalling,

9. On examining the countenance more narrowly, I
thought I detected the traces of a smirk of conceit and self-
complacency, which not even the palsying touch of death
could wholly obliterate. The hair of the corpse, all smonth
and glossy, was curled with elaborate precision ; fnd }he
skinny sallow neck was encircled with a string of glistening
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pearls. The ghastly visage of death thus leering through
the tinselry of fashion—the ¢ vain show”’ of artificial joy—
was a horrible mockery of the fooleries of life!

10. Indeed it was-a most humiliating and shocking spec-
tacle. Poor creature ! struck dead in the very act of sacrifi-
cing at the shrine of female vanity!

11. On examination of the body, we found that death
had been occasioned by disease of the heart. Her life might
have been protracted, possibly for years, had she but taken
my advice, and that of her mother. .

12. I have seen many hundreds of corpses, as well in
the calm composure of natural death, as mangled and distor-
ted by violence ; but never have I seen so startling a satire
upon human vanity, so repulsive, unsightly, and loathsome

“a spectacle, as a corpse dresséd for a balf!

QuEesTions.—1. Narrate, in a few words, the story which you have
been reading. 2. What was the true cause of this young lady’s death ?
3. Is it common for persons to die suddenly ? 4. As no one knows the
time of his death, how should all live? 5. What is the reason given
in the Bible for obeying parents? 6. Is a ball-room a suitable place to
prepare for death ?

Errors.—yit for yet; con-trib-it-ed for con-trib-u-ted; mus-ling for
mus-lin ; nat-er-al for nat-u-ral.

SeeLL AND Dsrn: —2 lmposslble 5 3. unsv fully, petulant,

shriek, d; 4. d in ; 5. hysterics; 6. drape;y, para-
phemaha, 7. encircled ; 9. oblmemte elaborate, precision, artificial ;

10. humiliating; 11. protract.ed 12. corpse.

LESSON X. -

RULE.—Be careful to pronounce every syllable distinctly, and not
to jo'n the words together.

EXERCISES UNDER THE Ruu To be read over several times by all
the pupils. :

He was burn’d in the hand.

He learnt the art of war in Spain.

A song bursts from the groves.

Earth’s ample breast.

The busts of Fox and Pitt were there.

The songs broke the stillness of the night.

A rat ran over the roof of the house

With a raw lump of liver in his mouth.

Death cf ﬂbsalom.—Bm LE.

1. And David numbered the people that were with him,
:ll:d set captains of thousands and captains of hundreds over
em.
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2. And David sent forth a third part of the people un-
der the hand of Joab, and a third part under the hand of
Abishai the son of Zeruiah, Joab’s brother, and a third
part under the hand of Ittai the Gittite. And the ki
s;;id unto the people, I will surely go forth with you myse
also.

3. But the people answered, Thou shalt not go forth : for
if we flee away, they will not care for us ; neither if half of
us die, will they care for us; but now thou art worth ten
thousand of us: therefore now it is better that thh succor us
out of the city.

4. And the king said unto them, What seemeth you best I
will do. And the king stood by the gate side, and all the
people came out by hundreds and by thousands. .

5. And the king commanded Joab and Abishai and Itfai,
saying, Deal gently for my sake with the young man, even
with Absalom. And all the people heard when the king
gave all the captains charge concerning Absalom.

6. So the people went out into the field against Israel 3
and the battle was in the wood of Ephraim ;

7. Where the people of Israel were slain before the ser-
vants of David, and there was there a great slaughter that
day of twenty thousand men.

8. For the battle was there scattered over the face of all
the country : and the wood devoured more people that day
than the sword devoured.

9. And Absalom met the servants of David. And Absa~
lom rode upon 2 mule, and the mule went under the thick
boughs of a great oak, and his head caught hold of the oak,
and he was taken up between the heaven and the earth;
and the mule that was under him went away. :

10. And a certain man saw it, and told Joab, and said, Be-
hold, I saw Absalom hanged in an oak.

11. And Joab said unto the man that told him, And Be-
hold, thou sawest him, and why didst thou not smite him there
to the ground ? and I would have given thee ten shekels of
silver, and a girdle.

12. And the man said unto Joab, Though I should re-
ceive a thousand shekels of silver in my hand, yet would I
not put forth my hand against the king’s son: for in our
hearing the king charged thee and Abishai and Ittai, saying,
Beware that none touch the young man Absalom.

13. Otherwise I should have wrought falsehood against
mine own life : for there is no matter hid from the king, and
thou thyself wouldst have set thyself against me.

. D2 -
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14. Then said Joab, I may not tarry thus with thee. And
he took three darts in his hand, and thrust them through the
heart of Absalom, while he was yet alive in the midst of
the oak.

15. And ten young men that bare Joab’s armor compass-
ed about and smote Absalom, and slew him. .

16. And Joab blew the trumpet, and the people returned
from pursuing after Israel ; for Joab held back the people.

17. And they took Absalom, and cast him into a great pit
in the wood, and laid a very great heap of stones upon him
.. and all Israel fled every one to his tent.

" 18. Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and reared up
for himself a pillar, which is in the king’s dale; for he said,
4 have no son to keep my name in remembrance; and he
called the pillar after his own name; and it is called unto
this day, Absalom’s Place.

19, Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok, I.et me now
run, and bear the king tidings, how that the Lord hath
avenged him of his enemies.

20. And Joab said unto him, Thou shalt not bear tidings
this day, but thou shalt bear tidings another day: but this
gay thou shalt. bear no tidings, because the king’s son is

ead.

21. Then said Joab to Cushi, Go tell the king what
thou hast seen. And Cushi bowed himself unto Joab, and
ran.

22. Then said Ahimaaz the son of Zadok yet again to
Joab, But howsoever, let me, I pray thee, also run after
Cushi. And Joab, said, Wherefore wilt thou run, my son,
seeing that thou hast no tidings ready!

23. But howsoever, said he, let me run. And he said un-
to him, run. Then Alimaaz ran by the way of the plain,
and overran Cushi.

24. And David sat between the two gates: and the watch-
man went up to the roof over the gate unto the wall, and
lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold a man running
alone. .

25. And the watchman cried, and told the king. And the
king said, If he be alone there is tidings in his mouth. And
he came apace, and drew near,

26.-And the waichman saw another man running: and
the watchman called unto the porter, and said, Behold, an-
other man running alone. And the king said, He also
bringeth tidings.

27. And the watchman said, Methinketh the running of

a \
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the foremost is like the running of Ahimaaz the son of Za-
dok. And the king said, He is a good man, and cometh
with good tidings.

28. And Ahimaaz called, and said unto the king, All is
well. And he fell down to the earth upon his face before
the king, and said, Blessed. be the Lord thy God, which
hath defivered up the men that lifted up their hand against
my lord the king. }

29. And the king said, Is the young man Absalom safe?
And Ahimaaz answered, When Joab sent the king’s ser-
vant, and me thy servant, I saw a great tumult, but I knew
not what it was.

30. And the king said unto him, Turn aside and stand
here. And he turned aside, and stood still.

31. And behold, Cushi came; and Cushi said, Tidings
my lord the king; for the Lord hath avenged thee this day
of all them that rose up against thee.

82. And the king said unto Cushi, Is the young man Ab-
salom safe? And Cushi answered, The enemies of my lord
the king, and all that rise against thee to do thee hurt, be as
that young man is.

33. And the king was much moved, and went up to the
chamber over the gate, and wept; and as he went, thus he
said, O my son Absalom ! my sen, my son Absalom ! would
God I had died for thee, O Absalom, my son, my son.

QuzsTioxs.—1. What three officers did David appoint over the host 1
2. Why did not David himself go forth to the battle? 3. What charge
did David give to the three officers respecting Absalom? 4. What was
the result of the battle? 6. What was the fate of Absalom? 6. What
motives probably influenced Joab to such a course of cruelty ! 7. What
was the effect of the news of Absalom’s death upon king David ?

Enrows.—pil-lur for pil-lar; hend for hand; cum-man-did for
coth-mand-ed ; Ab-s’lom for Ab sa-lom ; rar-ed for rear-ed ; ti-ding for
ti-dings ; sar-vant for ser-vant.

SexiL axp Derrnk.—1, thousands: 8. succor; 5. concerning; 6.
Ephraim; 7. slaughter; 11. shekels; 13, otherwise; 15. compassed;
18. remembrance; 19. Ahimaaz; 25. watchman ; 27. methinketh ; 29.
tumult; 31. avenged.
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LESSON XI.

RULE.—Be careful to pronounce every sylhble distinctly, and not
%o join the words together.

Exzncises unpzs TaE Ruze. To be read over several times by ol
the pupils.

Earth, that entomb’st all that my heart holds dear.

His attempts were fruitless,

Hold off your hands, gentlemen.

The sounds of horses’ hoofe were heard.

What want’st thou here ?

It wae wrenched by the hand of violence,

Their singed tops, tho’ bare, still stand.

The strength of his nostrils is terrible,

A gentle current rippled by,

He bard’d the dart,

How do you lke herbs in your broth?

Thou bard’st the dart that wounds thee.

Thou bard’d’st the dart,

Absalom.—WiLvris.

1. King David’s limbs were weary. He had fled
From far Jerusalem ; and now he stood,
With his faint people, for a little rest
Upon the shore of dordan. The light wind
5. Of morn was stirring, and he bared his brow

To its refreshing breath; for he had worn .
The mourner’s covering, and he had not felt
That he could see his people until now.
They gathered round him on the fresh green bank

10. And spoke their kindly words; and, as the sun
Rose up in heaven, he knelt among them there,
And bowed his head upon his hands to pray.
Oh ! when the heart is full—when bitter thoughts
Come crowding thickly up for utterance,

15. And the poor common words of courtesy
Are such a very mockery—how much
The bursting heart may pour itself in prayer! -
He prayed for Israel ; and his voice went up
Strongly and fervently. He prayed for those

20, Whose love had been his shield ; and his deep tones
Grew tremulous. But, oh! for Absalom—
FDl},hlB estranged, misguided Absalom—
The proud, bright being, who had burst away,
"{n all his princely beauty, to defy
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25. The heart that cherished him—for him he poured,

In agony that would not be controlled,
Strong supplication, and forgave him there,
Before his God for his deep sinfulness.
* * » *
30. The pall was settled. He who slept heneath

‘Was straightened for the grave; and, as the folds

Sunk to the still proportions, they betrayed
The matchless symmetry of Absalom.
His hair was yet unshorn, and silken curls
35. Were floating round the tassels as they swayed
To the admitted air, as glossy now
As when, in hours of gentle dalliance, bathing
The snowy fingers of Judea’s girls.
His helm was at his feet: his banner, soiled
40. With trailing through Jerusalem, was laid,
Reversed, beside him: and the jeweled hilt,
‘Whose diamonds lit the passage of his blade,
Rested, like mockery, on his covered brow.
The soldiers of the king trod to and fro,
Clad in the garb of battle; and their chief,
The mighty Joab, stood beside the bier,
And gazed upon the dark pall steadfastly,
As if he feared the slumberer might stir.
A slow step startled him. He grasped his blade
50. As ifa trumpet rang; but the bent form
Of David entered, and he gave command,
In a low tone, to his few followers,

45

-

‘Who left him with his dead. The king stood atill

Till the last echo died : then, throwing off

55. The sackci5# from his brow, and laymg back
The pall from the still features of his chijd,
He bowed his head upon him, and broke Torth
In the resistless eloquence of wo:—

1. ¢ Alas! my noble boy! that thou should’st die!
Thou, who wert made so beauuful]y fair!
*.‘ That death should settle in thy florious eye,
" And leave his stillness in this cRistering hair!
How could he mark thee for the silent tomb,
My proud boy, Absalom!
8 ¢ Cold is thy brow, my son ! amd I am chill,
As to my bosom I have tried to press thee,

-
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How was I wont to feel my pulses thrill,
Like a rich harp-string, yearning to caress thee,
And hear thy sweet ¢ my father ”’ from these dumb
And cold lips, Absalom!

). % The grave hath won thee. I shall hear the gush
Of music, and the voices of the young ;
And life will pass me in the mantling blush,
And the dark tresses to the soft winds flung,
But thou no more, with thy sweet voice, shalt come
To meet me, Absalom !

4. % And, oh! when I am stricken, and my heart,
Like a bruised reed, is waiting to be broken,
How will its love for thee, as I depart,
Yearn for thine ear to drink its last deep token!
It were so sweet, amid death’s gathering gloom,
To see thee, Absalom !

5. ¢ And now, farewell ! *Tis hard to give thee up,
With death so like a gentle slumber on thee :—
And thy dark sin !'—Oh! I could drink the cup,
If from this wo its bitterness had won thee.
May God have called thee, like 2 wanderer, home,
My erring Absalom !”

6. He covered up his face, and bowed himself

A moment on his child : then, giving him

@ A look of meliing tenderness, he clasped
His hand convulsively, as if in prayer;
And, as a strength were given him of God,
He rose up calmly, and composed the pall
Firmly and decently, and left him there,
As if his rest had been a breathing sleep.

Quxerrons,—1. What had Absalom done to wring the heart of his
father? %. What was the manner of his death? 8, Spoclfyaome of
tho poetic beauties of this piece, .

Errors.—ur-rin for err-ing ; Job for Jo-ab; Je-rel for Is-ra-el ; -mll
ler for wil-low, L4

Sexrr AND Derin.—7. mourners; 13, bitter; 15. courtesy; 186.
mockery ; 27. misguided, estranged; 25. cherished; 26. controlled;
81, straightened ; 38. matchless, symmetry; 35. taueln 41. meued,
{f:zekd hilt; 47. steadfastly ; 65. sackcloth; 58. eloquence, 3. mant-

.convulnvely.
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LESSON XII.

RULE.—Be careful to pronounce every syllable distinctly, and not
to join the words together.
- Exerciszs unpzr THE Rurx. To be <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>