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I HAVE no apology to offer for the ap-

priately after the work has been developed
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pearance of these lessons. Should one

be necessary I can give it more appro-

PLPIE A. NOVEMEI‘IT EXERUSES EASY ACTION
and the reasons made more obvious.

The construction of a series of lessons

for so vast and varied a class of students

as are associated with the interests of THE

JOURNAL is not an easy task. -

To cater to the wishes of a few is un-

just. To suit all is iinpmible. To ad-

minister to the needs of the greater num-

ber is difficult, but we shall endeavor to

give sensible, applicable information, and

thereby satisfy the judgment, rather than

to give such forms and information as

please the eye of the beginner and serve

only as a means of exciting admiration

without regard to utility.

The work to be given will be neither

Neither radical nor con-

We

than

violent nor slow.

servative. Neither novel nor old.

have aimed at substantial rather

catchy methods.

All copies for practice will be the prod-

not of the same motion that we advise.

They will not be penciled nor drawn, but

engraved fuc simile from pen written

copies.

The forms for study will be executed

with that deliberation which is necessary

for accuracy, and are not presented as hav-

ing been written rapidly. '

To all who will faithfully follow the

course of instruction we can promise

ample improvement. To those who merely

copy or practice the forms, without study-

ing the instructions, we can promise but

little, and do not wish to be held responsi-

ble, nor given credit, for the results thus

obtained.

Dtnouana.

See that sleeve is loose—better remove

undersleeve at elbow. Use straight holder,

cork tipped is best: wooden, rubber or

celluloid will do. Don‘t use metal holder.

Use 601 F. Gillott’s (Magnum Quill) or

Ames‘ Best pens. Study, practice. Re-

view frequently. Try to practice two

hours each day. Write neither rapidly

nor slowly; easily. Recklessness must be

avoided, timidity must be overcome. Con-

fidence must be developed.
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Suggestions,

A good handwriting cannot be earned

nor acquired in aday ; it takes time. There

seems but one way to get it ; Io toil for it

If you are really inteiested, enthusiastic,

perseverngi,the toil will be a pleasure.

otherwise it will be a task.

Tenderloin.

The tendencies of pupils are to go too

fast or too slow ; to practice too much and

think too little: to become discouraged be

fore it is time to be encouraged; to give

up before really beginning. Now, don't

be too hasty about looking for results.

Wait and work patiently until the end of

$1vw a.

MUM.

VIE/TAI-

 

th‘m series of lessons. We don’t intend to 

 
look for good pemnanship until the muscle

has time to change—develop.

smug

should precede practice ; it should follow

it as well. The lines aand b are for your

serious study ; they are for the purpose of

developing the eye, as the ones on plates A

and B are to develop the muscle.

Practice

with unfaltering zeal; with an interest

that knows no fatigue. But it is not all

practice ; it is how, as well.

Position

is necessary, both for good work and

normal health. I can say nothing which Illustrations and lush-actions continued on new: page.
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will appwl to your understanding betu-r

than the illustrations herewith, which

were sketched from life. Mr. Einstein

umaented to pose for the model positions,

and to his excellent posmn: we are in-

debted {or the naturalncss which is so

diflirult to secure iii an illustration where

prm-ision is necessary.

Inuruelim...

lfse your ut mostDo not be in a hurry.

st innkeell'ort to equal the copy, or at _

uoiiu- improvenn-nt, before in mg up

the following one. Reason well the

whys and when-(ores, Use an easy

motion, Neither so {inst iL~ to bo v ilent

or spuxinmlic. nor so slow as to br if or

elimgish. There is a happy nedium

which, if secured, leads on to e, ellent'c.

In the oval forms let the littlo linger glide

lightlyand the arm roll l‘reely. In the

straight lines the motions are less free
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Pruvrmu ofllle “'ork llllll llie Dulluuk

.\ l’lnin sin-lenient by The Jnuriinl’n

l’uhlinlil‘r.

The publisher of Tin-1 .ltll‘ltNAl. wishes

to make public acknowledgment of the
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Illualralt'ng Mr. Zanu’u Writing Loam. See other Illustrations an. Preceding Page.

and regular. and more positive and direct.

ln beginning the element. and principle

practice do not tarry long on the. detached

oruis. but go on to the exercise. The

motion in the. principle alone will be in-

elined too much toward linger ol‘ spas-

modio action. while the exercise encour-

ages generalit vhich are equally detri-

mental to inn idiial forms. Therefore

make the elements then the principles,

and then tho exert” e; thus you may

repeat iiutil you fill at least a page.

Doubling the size encourages frccdom.

which is an absolute iiercssity.

Conclusion”.

Be patient. pei‘severiug, systematic and

uniform in your practic Use an equal

amount. of mind force and muscular

action. Do not practice penmanship and

think of other thin-4s at the same time:

if you cannot confine your thoughts to

your immediate practice lay the pen aside

until youcan. Remember it is not how

much but how well: not amount. of prac—

tice but kind of practice: not quiuititv

but quality.
'

  

  

 

 

 

We have seen some excellent imitation work.
both in circular and in drawing designs. mode

by the “Expres‘ Educator." which is adver-
tised elsewhere in these mlumns. meiuns

inpmunv colors may beduplicated. We should

think this would be a filstrlaSs thing for re-

producing peumnuship specimens to be used

v schools for advertisements

 

The S nceriau pen has a world-wide repu-
tation. Vherever one goesAiu busiuexa oflices,

in schools, in homes. cities and country cross

mods ulikt~ it he have any writing to do be is

very nut to renew his acquaintance with his

old lriend, the Speiiwrinn pen. The ales in

thisroouutry are enormous

generous etiorts that have been made and

are being made by public school superin-

tendents. teachers and writing supervisors

to extend the. circulation and influence of

THE JOURNAL in the public school field.

This department stands alone No other

paper in existence is doing this work regu»

larly. systematically and conunctedly. and

all. the other educational papem of Amen

ica combined. probably, have not devoted

to the work during the past year so much

space. energy and money as THE JOURNAL

has done; nor have they all, we think,

printed so much matter that is helpful to

the teacher of writing in public schools.

or matter representing the contributions

of so many public school penmanship

specialists.

The publisher of THE Jornxai. has

worked hard. and many kind friends

among the tear-hers and superintendents

have stood by him. shoulder to shoulder

and stroke for stroke, trying to build up

a department that every public school

teacher who has to do with instruction in

writing would Icel that they must read,

wholly apart from any sentimental con-

sideration of supporting the only paper

that is making ascrious efiort to cover

his special fit'llll

We do not pretend that THE Jotm‘AL‘s

Public School Department is ascompre-

hensn've or as perfect as it might be. The

I
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\\'e have

could under circum-

\‘~ favorable. and have

faith in the expansion and development of

the work until puliln school tearliei\ shall

be represented by THE .lUlltNAl. as fully

and intelligently in tlie line of writing as

they are now represented on general edu»

cational lines by a general educational

press which leads the world At least that.

is the ambition of the publisher and editor

of THE Jornrui.. the ambition of the ed.

itor of this department. who has generously

contribiited‘his time and labor, and, we be»

lieve. the hope of every reader of this de.

partment.

Friends, there is just one way of secur-

ing this end, and that is in the direction of

the fullest co-operation—of all joining

hands and each doing his or her share

without shirlriug. The expense of devot-

ing so large a part of THE JouitNAL's

reading space to this department—space

that could often be otherwise utilized so

as to yield far better pecuniary returns~

is an item that can only be canceled by a

good iiiniiy thousand subsci'iptions—and

these bscriptious must come from the

public school teachers. Will you do your

part ? If so. write us and we may be able

to offer some helpful suggestions,

As showing what earnest friends may

accomplish when they go about the work

with enthusiasm (for work it is—there is

no other road to succem), we may mention

that Tim JOURNAL recently booked a elub

of about one hundred school teachers

from a. city of 50,000, and another public

school list of a little less than fifty (with

prospect of half as many more) from a.

city of a little more than 20,000 inhabit-

ants. It is not likely that every public

school teacher who reads this can send a

club of a hundred, or even of fifty, but

every one can do something, exert some

influence, and no effort in this direction

is lost. Every new public school sub—

scriber is another stone in the walls we

are doing our best to build up into an edi—

fice strong enough and roomy enough to

accommodate the entire profession—and

fine enough, we may add, to be a perma-

nent. source of gratification to all who

helped in its construction.

Besides the large clubs noted we have

received a number of smaller ones from

others interested in this department, and

many new individual subscriptions. One

highly gratifying feature of the letters

that bring these subscriptions is the

writers‘ hearty commendations of the

work THE JOURXAL is doing. We have

not pretended to keep track of all such

kind expressions. nor could we. print them

all if we had. The snbjoined are taken

from private letteis—all received since

the opening of the new school year :

I found Tm: Jovnst‘s Public School De-

partment to be very hel in] and suggestive in

my work at the Mnnsfielil, Pa, Normal School

and repeatedly recommend it to my classes

Through the influence of your paper I was

enabled to outgrow the old-time method of

drawing letters with the fingers and acquired

a more rapid and practical businm hand. The

principal of the Training School intorms me

that the teachers who received my instruction

in writing are no longer unwilling to teach

that subject, but are quite willing to do so and

are doinggood work in it.——E. A Cruttrnden,

Special enmanship Teacher.

I think that THE JoanAL's Public School

Department is supplying the enema} long felt

want. and assure you that Igulwavs read it

with interest and derive much benefit from it.

I will do all I can to increase the circulation

of your valuable paper. — Fred Ziuior,

Charles City. Iowa.

The Public School Department at Tn: JOUR-

NAL cannot be surpassed, and the benefit to

voung teachers cannot be overestimated. I

have read carefully each 35118 at THE JOUR-

NAL. and most especially the department above

named, and the persons who have contributed

to it have not only proven themselves penmen

way has merelybcen blazed.

done the best we

stam-es not alw‘ 

 

but thinkeis as well. I have put into um their

methods and un‘ pupils show very plniuly the

nod t'lIeCls.—J. u. Gordon, Nupl. writing in

Public Schtmls. [tacky Hirer, 0.

I um much pleased with [lie work Tin:

Jovian“. is doing for our profusion and can't

'et along without it —.Iennir l’. ll IHIS. Supt.

lll'rl'll'ng in Public Schools. ll'i'nonn, Alllnu.

Tm; Jill'llh'Al.'.\ l’ublic N‘lioul l‘elil. i,» just

“hut ue usurp.” l'au \ ~,..- «I

ll'n‘lt'ng Teacher in Plrlilich‘clwols,June ‘ille,

I'u.

lget agreot deal of help from Tm: JUI'RXAI.,

and would not be \utln tit.~l. ll'lnrnion,

sum. H'r' lily in Public Schools, l‘olonnlo

Springs, (.01.

 

  

I appreciate TIIE .lorussifis Public School

Dept. very much and have tollowu Is work

from mouth to mouth with ever inrumiiug in-

terest Visas .lIuruJ. Larkev. Special Teacher

of It tiling] m Pub/iv Schools, Unslou', Iowa.

  

 

l am very “ell pleased With your Aivr JOUR-

NAL and take lllllt‘ll interest in the Pub~

lir School DepurtuwuL— . e .l. Dismun,

Special ll'riliny Tmclwr, Luna, 0.

 

1 am always glad to say a mod word tor Tu:

Panama: 5 ART Jocnsni.. bink your Public

School Dept. u'ill prove an excellent ud-

ditiou.~Jus. A. Fashau, Chairman Board 0]

lgduculion, Monrovia, Los :logeles County,

at.

I heartily iudorse the popular sentiment

conceruin ’ THE PENiiAN's Anr JOURNAL, and

wish mndl personally tbutl i‘cl-ounine in it [he

most potent incentive to mix ance and promote

all lines and branches of peuiunuslup and

practical education—W. L. Starkey. Supt.

Com. Dept. Palrrson, I.. High Srhnul.

The Public School Dept. 0t Tm: JOURNAL

isdoing an excellent work, and no doubt. is

accomplishing much good— L'. W. Slocum,

Writingb’upt. in Public Schools, Columbusfl.

I wish to exprem my up ll't3"8t-l0fl of 'l'iiI

PanAN's Am- JouuNAL. t is a great help

tome in teaching enmuuuhip.—J. P. Jones,

Pt‘l'll. Cmn. Dept. igh Srliool, Black River

Falls, Wis.

I am vai'v much pleased with the Public

School Dept. of THE t’Eriiaa‘s ARTJOURNAL,

and will do all 1 can to encourage it..—W. H.

Bellz, Supn'rixor of Willing and Drawing

in Public Schools of Alliance, 0.

THE JouuNMis Public School Department

fills a long-toll want, and deserves the zealous

support of public school teachers—Allan; E.

Smilh. Special ll'riling Tr'ucher, ll'ashing-

(on. D. C.

THEJOI‘RNAL'S Public School De nrtvnent

is good, and cannot but stimulate and

strengthen all who are interested in the sul‘

ject of peninanship. Iain willing to do

that: I can for it..—[f. W. Brook. Special W1

ing Teacher, Mush-ego", Mich.

I believe Tun JOURNAL continues to satisfy

the needs of the public school spel‘ial writing

teachers. I would not be without it.~S. S.

Purdy, Supt. Writing in Public Schools of

West and South Des Moines, In.

I find THE JOURNAL Public School Dust.

very beneficial in my school work—Anni:

Stiller, Special Writing Teacher, Bellcl‘llf, O.

I have been a constant reader of Ta: JOUR-

NAL for the past {our yean‘, and find it I

renter help to me each year. The Public

chool Dept. is excellent—C. V. Fulton, Supt.

Writing in Public Schools of Butte, Mont.

Your beautiful JOURNAL is always opened

with expectation and read with profit. The

articles bristle with new ideas. THE Joint-

NAL is unmatched as a guide and teacher and

a source of inspiration for the professional

writ/er.——Hen11/S. Harlzog, Prin. Hamburg,

S. C. Graded Suhnulsi

 

The Height of Letters.

The following is a story by which Mina

Waldron, of P. S. No. 35, Brooklyn, tit-

tained success in teaching the height of

letters: Edna may read the. sentence,

“ Lily Smith is a good girl." Annie may

point to and trace, with the pointer, all

capital letters in the sentcnce. (‘assie may

point to all the letters that are as tall or

high as L and S. Now, children, we will

call L and S the parents of all these little

letters (pointing to the letters one space

high), and this (pointing to the. letter I) is

aunt I who has come to help mamma L

take care of the children. You see she is

just as high as momma or papa, and she

is kept very busy looking after the little

ones, who have just l'OIIlu‘ll’J‘lt‘l'tl to go to

school. These little ones are in Mrs. L.'a

room. Their feet rest on the no line

(explain what the base of anything .l. and

their heads touch the line above, which

we call the head linc. Now we come to r

and 3: these are the children who have

been promoted once. They are now in

this class: their heads, you see, come 8

little way over the line. (Blake the parts

of therand s that extend over the line

with colored chalk.) Here. we come to t

and :1. We will call them our brother and

sister who are up stairs; they are two

stories high. Last, but not least.(-ov1iea

the baby of the family. {1. Her head is

between the lines. lilo,- u, but her clothes

are so long that they hang two spaces be-

low the base line—Primury School.
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Lessons in Business Penmanship.

 

[BY t‘. P. ZANER.7BEGL’.\' IN DEPEBI’BER—

COPYRIGHT INTERESTS RESERVED’NO, 2]

 

[Minna-nu.

N “ looking backward " how well do we

I recall to mind the many fruitless ef~

forts made in our practice and all biL

cause of thoughtless, indifferent, purpose

less manner. We thought, it is true. but

our thinking was visionary. \Ve were not

indiiferent toward our future, but we

were shiftless and spasnu'ulic in our efforts.

\Ve had a purposein \'lP\\' but had no rules

to govern the efl‘orts which were to achieve

our liopedior distinctions. Now.

pupil. reader, (lo not risk your futures by

such processes The odds will be against

you. as they have been against us unless

you heed this advice. Had we not been the

possessors of more than an ordinary

amount of industry and stick»to»it-ativeness

we should have failed by the way. There

is but one sensible. scientific road for

travel if you desire to achieve meritable

success. and that is patient, uniform, per-

sistent, intelligent practice.

abut-rations.

Nearly every day do our eyes tell our

judgments that there is atendency toward

too much movement and not enough form

in the practices of our profession. Reck»

dear

Plate 6.
M 00 EDEN

tMW/WWWW.

- BAD - POSITIOND‘ - AVOID 'THEM '

 

AF!‘L.<WKDNO

m." \mr

 

BAQt QJRVED

FEE? LROSSLD

ll {AD NOT STRAKMT

muss usnno

Mov Against -

  

 

   

 

our prejudices to sway our better judg-

ments—we ere long find ourselves with a

few followers beyond the common mass of
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method by which one may pursue given

courses with safety and normalcy.

Thus the tendencies are to extremes, but

Ideal .

/Wfl"f

coNbERvAVIvE

 
 

PLRTE C.

LET LITTLE FINGER. GLIDE fl Klimt IN HRKINII U_F STROKEé—RfifiT IN MAKING
 

—~SNORT LETTER; 'ANALYélé flND PRACTICE

DOWN
 

STROKE5.

FREE YET FIRM,

if STROKE (RETRME) IN LN! EKEPTION.

///7WWW

// ”W W MW” M M

fl

W W’

W W/

fl

M

”V

fl/

flfl/y W WWW

fl/V WW_M§V

W7

4‘ . ,

\L

W WW ”5/

W WW flgy

Embv.bw
 

‘WMfl/WVWd/fl/mWWmm fl’fl’flfl’ //

Plato. d.

M o o ERH

LW W W W W

——-\SHOKT LETTER ~Al‘lilLTélé "AND PRACTICEPLfiTE D .

USE THUMB AND FIRST FINGER IN

less. senseless, tangled forms are as unde-

sirable as slow, cramped, paralyzing ones.

Ten :19" cits

The one great. drawback to reform is ex-

tremity. We see a thing is wrong—we

catch glimmering beams of light as to

how we may right the wrong—we begin

our work of reformation before consider-

ing well the wisdom of our acts—we be-

come imbued with enthusiasm—we allow

STAN DARD FORMS

s

FOR 5TUDV

FORMING DOT OF V.R.C. AND W BUT NO MORE.

humanity—we see that we are being iso»

lated from the majority—we imagine we

are right and they are wrongAthey think

we are cranky. we think they are behind

the times.

Thus it is that reformations begin, and

go to extremes, but the minds of the

people are quickened thereby, the enthu-

siasm of the reformers is somewhat

chilled by separation, and finally when

both extremes meet we have a medium or

A/W/W’W/fl/fli

fine.
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the tendency of all the tendencies is for

right, for progress. for truth.

The tendency has been of late to go to

an extreme in teaching mm'ermut. as it

was years ago to ignore it, but we see

clearly that a new and better way is

dawning, That way is to recognize both

form and movement. In this series it is

hoped to generate enough movement to be

easy inexecution and to govern it suffi-

ciently to be well in form.

Mum/mum...

Be not led by enthusiasm to forget. that

form is as essential as movement. nor by

beauty ofform to such‘anir-xtent that you

underestimate movement. Both are imlis~

ile. both are absolutely needfnl, to a

practical style of pcnninnsbip.

 

stud”,

Th~l 17l:|ti‘\' [- and (I are for study. They

reveal the proportional, accurate and ideal

in >liil1u'. Those tn the h-t't represent tln»

uni-s used largely now: the unr-s t0 tln-

right. those uwd vxtvns

The "l‘unwrraiiyrs are too beau-

tiful for rapid urthouizhtless execution,

whih- the “ )[mh-rn " forms are less lli‘itlk

tiful, but ninl‘u applicable in simplicity of

execution.
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Unlesx you intend to work with a will,

with your mind on your work. you had

better not practice at. all. You may form

bml habits by thoughtless elfort, or at.

least. Confirm some established habit

whichthe practice is supposed to over-

come, which it Would if properly directed.

Inxlrurliona.

Review plates A and B. Read small

lettering on plates (1 and D. Refrain

from finger action. Let the fingers (thumb,

first and second) hold the pen while the

muscles of the forearm (lo a majority of

the work, allowing the band to assist only

in the down strokes and detail, and the

upper arm only in the larger, longer mo-

tions.

Finger movement is too irregular, spas—

modic and violent. Upper arm or shoul-

der (popularly known as Muscular) mom

ment is too reckless, wild and unmanage-

able for uniform usage.

Therefore seek a medium. Keep in

mind the fact that the hand restlthe little

finger) slides to the right in up strokes and

rests in making the down strokes.

Use your mind as well as your muscle.

The former is the motive power, the lat-

ter but the implement of the former. 1

Constitutions.

Remember that rapid writing means, at

best, readable writing; that it may be

somewhat easily written, but that it may

be difficult to read. The fact is, the writer

should keep in mind the reader, so as

to not cause the latter to decipher that.

which should be good enough to interpret

at first glance. Nor should the reader be

so exacting as to demand accuracy and

beauty, for that would require undue

effort on the part of the writer. A good

medium is ”easy to read and easy to

Write."

Unruled Paper for Practice.

EDITOR or THE JOURNAL:

I have never been able to understand

why almost every teacher of penmanship

permits his students to use ruled paper

exclusive of the unruled for practice.

Surely it is essential that every one should

be able to write a straight line on an un-

ruled page; yet how few of even our good

Writers can do it.

Where the best writing is required, and

that which is usually exposed to the view

of the public. we do not find the ruled

pa e; and, in fact. any page of Writing

wi 1 present a much more pleasing appear-

ance if executed on an unruled page and

does not have a few “ point rows " on the

bottom. All that is necessary to accom-

plish this is practice an unrated paper.

One side of the paper may be ruled and

the other unruled, and. the student will

soon learn to write as well without a ruled

line as with one. and the lines will be

straight and all the same distance apart,

which will be an accomplishment of much

pleasure and no little worth.

. W. E. STLPP.

Bus/mull ((11,) Nor. Cull.

 

See Prize Cmnpztifio'lwfor Home Sludcnls

and 0(lu-rs.on jirxt page of ”HS issue. Do

you man! Ilia! S5 for gnalest imprnvnuznl

mid Ilfl‘l‘f' you tin-pluck !u get 1U Bu! suppose

you, should mass 11/ The study and placliee

pill in Ihl’ Pfl'm't would be worth more In you,

up dare say, Ilirm any yzar'x work you have

s mn- (lmw

Note carefully also the Ilrlails uf (ompeA

lm‘on No. 1. 110'» is a chance for you (n

m'erci our ingnnuty and be well paid [or

if. T Companion (No, l; is open In all,

mlmlh'rinbxcrilwrs or not, and an. unlim-

irul munberaf stir/{lemons may be sea! by]

the same person, Tell yourfnendx about it

and let them try their hand. No lune to lose.

  

 



 

Lessons in Business Penmanship.

 

[ar C. r. ZANER.—BEGI’N IN occennnng

corraioar ixrencsrs assenvcoAxo. 3.]

 

REVIEW of phenomena of the men-

tal domain is quite as essential to

the teacher and student as a review

of the forms used to develop the muscle

and the eye, for. after all. these exercises.

forms and movements are but outward

expressions of inward images, outward

activities of inward exertions. If the

inward force and impression he imperfect

we cannot expect the outward expression

to be much better. A well-trained muscle

may assist and improve the imperfect

conception. but it cannot make entirely

good the defective mental vision. On the

Plato. e. “oat-RN
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pose than to tell us we are wrong or that

we are right they are beneficial. If we

see we are right, they encourage us; if

wrong. they convince ns:if neither wholly

wrong nor fully right. they liberalize.

broaden and brighten the horizon of our

views.

Tcnllenclvl.

The trend of the young worker. the en‘

thusiast. the hobbyist is to give too much

attention to some one thing. to magnify

“ one-idea“ schemes. to conclude that be-

cause " one-idea trinkets" have brought

their inventors fortunes one-idea methods

will bring fame. forgetting the fact that

their pet theories may not be the “ fortu-

nate inventions of the age,“ but instead

the “ worn-out“ or “ rejected " of the

previous age. or that While a thing may

be beneficial in a certain capacity. too

FOR. blUDV
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hind! I

You might study. study. study. from

youth to old age and yet fail to write re-

spectably.

lei-muss.

You might practice. practice. practice.

from the morn of your birth to the day of

your death and fail to write finely.

stud u u rid Prue! ice.

But it would be diflicult to conceive

how one could practice properly five

minutes without benefit.

Instrllctlolu.

Study the forms on plates e and t'.

See that u is on main slant and round and

full-like in construction. while the 0 part

of the a is on the connective slant and

longer and less round than the o.
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PLATE F.

use obuoue MOYION WITH A VEKV LIYTLE D? THE VERTICAL OR FINhER. AuloN;.
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other hand, if the execution be defective.

the hand unskilled. the outward expres-

sion cannot be perfect nor even excellent.

though if the conception be good. the

vision clear, the hand can scarcely be so

deficient in cunning but that some beauty

Will find outward form.

Therefore, if your ideas are good and

execution poor. improve the latter by

practice. If your skill is great and coil—

ception deficient. improve the inward

sight by study. If both perception and

performance are poor. improve them both.

If you are proficient in both. be not con-

tent until you make them still better: if

not for yourself. for your fellows.

Oliver-mum".

Nothing so develops the whole man. so

encourages the teacher. so benefits the

student as a careful observation of the

practices of others. If for no other pur-

much of it may be as detrimental us it

might be helpful if used in moderation.

Like the “ cure-alls “ in mixtures (called

medicines) they usually " cure nothing,"

and as medicine sometimes injures and

kills, so these pet schemes. methods.

practices. sometimes injure and paralyze.

swmutian 3.

Like the learned men of all times. who

have acquired their knowledge by littles.

by simple inquiries and childlike question-

ing. by gathering from this “ nook,“

that “ corner." and the other “ place.“ by

peiseverin". by bullish-y, so would we say

to you who wish to improve your pen—

manship, your teaching: Be alive to the

things about you. be not prejudiced un-

duly. be industrious. be ambitious to

learn, be it from child. sinipleton or sage,

and ere many yeau shall have passed

your regrets will have been few and your

pleasantries numerous.

In practicing from plate E let the hand

circle quickly in motion on the little

finger pivot-like. rest in making the a.

Form slight pause at shoulder of 1'. make

down stroke in a more curved and more

quickly than the ordinary down stroke of

the average letter. Make oquickly and

a part of a deliberately. Make about

sixty small o's per second. in groups of

three each and one-half inch apart. Don't

rush from one letter to another like a lost

dog from one person and object to an—

other. but form a slight pause in finish-

ing before starting to the right or stop-

ping briefly before making the following

letter. This applies to where wide spac-

ing is used. Again. do not make wide

spacing in the letters but bclu'ceu them

instead.

In plate F you have two extreme mo-

tions to deal with at the beginning. The

one is loo circular and the other loo direct

and lateral. Practice both. then try to

harmonize them. the loop or fourth prin~

ciple will be the result. Send practice

for criticisms. etc.

Conclusions.

The substance of these lessons will not

he in favor of nor against any persons.

The editor has given us the privilege of

presenting these lessons without restrict-

ing our expressions either in text or letter,

and in so doing gave us the responsibility

as well. Therefore you will not hold him

good for our own opinions. Whatever we

will say will be our honest convictions at

the time. whether in favor of popularity

or against it : whether for or against

systems. slow or rapid : whether pleasant

or bitter to the partakers.

A mutant.

C. B..Ji~.. inquires: “Do you mean when

you say ‘ lot little finger rrsl in making Isl

EIcmcnl.‘ to use the fingers in making all

down strokes in which this is round 7"

No. We mean this : that the little finger

should rest. but that the thumb and first finger

should not act. Simply rest the hand on the

little finger and draw the hand toward you

without. slipping the little finger; this will give

you what we term a hand action.

The object is to hold the muscles of the arm

in check ; the dragging or resting of the little

finger downward serves in stopping on the

line : it assists in the conlralling. without

which movement avails but little.

We do not recommend the holding of the

wrist flat or parallel with the desk ; it is a relic

of the past, not modern nor physiological.

NOTES AND QUERIES.
 

[Questions by Ionann renderadpurtululngwmnb

(era in our lluc will no anuwere tn zhli Cl'lulllfl
when the malter is deemed by the Erllior or general
interest. otherwise by letter. lnoloso a stamp when
you Writ/a.1

Too Numerous to )ilmtton. _

J. T. P.. Clinton. Mm. asks: “ Who is con-

sidered the finest penman in the United

States?"

We haven‘t time to count him. Please ex-

cuse us.

Metronomes.

Several JOURNAL readers have written re-

oently to inquire where metronomes for use in

teaching writing may be obtained and at. what

price. We are not familiar with the article

and are not able to give him any intorn‘ation.

Will some of our friends who use metronome:

in their class Work supply the information ?

Nerve Exciter-8.

A well known Indiana penmnn and teacher.

in a note to THE JOURNAL. says that he

doesn‘t use. tea. coffee, tobacco or alcoholic

drinks, and would like to know to what ex-

tent those articles are used by good penmen.

Persrinnl statistics of this character are rather

hard to get at. and only crop outoccasiouully

in bursts of confidence at conventions Teach-

ers. of course. are presumed to be abstainers

from intoxicating drinks. and very many of

our acquaintance do not indulge in tobacco.

“'hether this abstention evtemls to such bev-

erages as tea and curfnp, as applied to any

considerable piopoition of teachers and pro-

fessional pennien we are unable to sav. but

think it extremely improbable. No rule can

be laid down for this sort of thing. as so much

depends on the individual temperament and

physical condition. Anything that has a

tendency to unduly excite the nerves would

naturally leave its impress on delicate work—

manship. and should be avoided. THE Jona-

NAL would be glad to hear from teachers who

have considered this question.

Speed In Adding.

W. L Starkey Supt of the Com. Dept. of

Pateison, i' J.. High School writes: “My

students add one hundred figures In column

composed of numbers in foul digits in from

«intoROscconds. oi at the i (other things

bein equallofl‘10 100 75 fig '\ minute 1

shou d like to ask the fruteignitv. through THE

JOURNAL: Is this a good speed fol adding.’ “

We remember to have heard a very interest,-

ing toll; on the subiect of rapid addition drills

by our friend. A. J. Rider. Prin, of the Tron.

ton. N. J.. B. C. The exact figures as to s eed

we have lost sight of Let us hear from .

Rider and otbeis who have anything of in<

tel-est to communicate in this line.

 

  

Sum. Illa” Dulr Burk m December.

In answer to many inquiries We will say that

new subscriptions may be dated back sons to

begin with the January issue. or if desired with

the December issue, so n to take in the entire

course of Mr. Zaner's lei sons, We am not

prepared to enter subscriptions further back

than that date. as we are veiy short of Sept .

OM and Nov Jocanrm and the few that

We have are in complete sets {or the yeni 1mg

which will not be broken. This Is n good

place to thank uiiy fliends fol sending copies

of these three imues. Should this notice collie

to the attention 0. olhei5 who have such copies

that they can spare we should like tohear from

them.


