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INTRODUCTION

To Every Doc LoOVER,—
THE affinity which exists between man and the dog
has been the outgrowth of ‘many centuries, and is
warmer to-day than ever it was. In the hope of
familiarising the general public with the many beauti-
ful varieties that are common to this country, and
conveying some simple information on the manage-
ment of dogs in health and sickness, this book has
been projected. It is not intended in any way to
supersede the many excellent works already in being,
which are mainly designed for the expert, but rather
to help the inexperienced man or woman who, while
loving our four-footed companions, knows little about
the general treatment necessary in order to keep them

in good health and contentment. With but few
i



iv INTRODUCTION

exceptions, in which no suitable pictures were avail-
able, all the illustrations are of well-known cham-
pions. I should like to express my indebtedness to
the many ladies and gentlemen who have so kindly
lent me photographs and given me assistance in
describing the characteristics of their favourite

breeds.
A. C. S.
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CHAPTER I
THE ORIGIN OF THE DOG

IN seeking the origin of the dog, we have to carry
our imaginations far down the centuries through the
mists of ages, and then we have little other than
conjecture to aid us. It is difficult to say when the
enduring partnership between dog and man was first
cemented to the mutual advantage of both. Still
more difficult is it to say what was the progenitor,
of the dog. Indeed, it is'by no means certain whether
he comes from a single parent wild stock, or whether
several species had a part in his composition. At the
first blush it seems difficult to imagine that the many
varieties of dogs known to the world should have had
any common origin, so marked is the difference, say,
between the huge St. Bernard and the Toy Terrier,
weighing no more than three or four pounds. The
Kennel Club Register acknowledges no less than
thirty-eight varieties of sporting dogs, and an equal
number of non-sporting, as being sufficiently nume-
rous in this country alone to justify a separate
classification at” shows. In many cases, however,
we find but a sub-division of varieties, such as the
rough and smooth Collie, the rough and smooth

St. Bernard, the black and black-and-white New-
Book of the Dog. v 1
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foundland, &c. The matter is still further simplified

. when we recall how certain varieties, such as the
Fox Terrier, the Airedale Terrier, and others, have
been produced within comparatively recent times by
a judicious admixture of other breeds. Indeed, it is
simply wonderful what man can do with the animal
world by a process of careful selection. The dog is a
particularly suitable subject upon which to experi-
ment, much more so than the horse or cow, owing
to the facts that a number of puppies are usually
produced in each litter; and that the young reach
maturity with a sufficient speed to make a generation
represent but a brief span of time.

I do not propose analysing the arguments in favour
of this theory or that as to the ancestry of the dog,
but merely to note in passing that one of the greatest
authorities of the day, Mr. R. I. Pocock, gives excel-
lent reasons for his belief that three, perhaps four,
species of jackals, and possibly the Indian wolf as
well, have contributed something to the formation
of our domestic breeds. Abandoning the region of
speculation, evidences have been found to show that
man and dog were in alliance during the Neolithic
age, and in the Bronze and Iron periods we have
proofs that still larger specimens of the canide
existed. Egyptian monuments from three to five
thousand years old show us dogs very much like the
present-day Greyhound, others which were pre-
sumably watch-dogs, and a still smaller animal, with
crooked legs, which was not wholly unlike the modern
Dachshund. They were objects of veneration to
the Egyptians, and it was only recently that the
President of the Egyptian Exploration Fund an-
nounced the discovery in an excavated cemetery of
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the bodies of many pet dogs. These were evidently
much treasured, one having ivory bracelets round its
legs, while others had collars of twisted leather. The
Assyrian rooms at the British Museum contain beau-
tiful representations of hunting scenes taken from
the palace of an Assyrian monarch who reigned from
668 to 626 B.c. The hounds there depicted are very
powerful-looking, not by any means far removed
from our modern Mastiff, but the inference is that
they were speedier, as we see them hunting the wild
horse. The Persians dearly loved a dog, those used
for sporting purposes being known as educated. The
references to hounds in Homer are, of course, familiar
to most well-read people. The ancient Britons
possessed a small hound which it was claimed was the
forerunner of the Beagle, and we also know that
Mastiffs were imported into Rome from Great Britain.

Turbervile, whose classic ‘‘ Booke of Hunting,”
published in 1576, deserves to be in the hands of
every cynologist, had an ingenious theory, founded
on researches in France, that after the destruction
of Troy Zneas landed in Italy, where he founded a
family. His grandson, Brutus, one day killing by
accident his father while hunting, made a voyage
into Greece to deliver certain Trojans there detained
in captivity. With these he set sail, taking with
him a great number of Hounds and Greyhounds.
Passing through the Straits of Gibraltar, he ended
his journey in a part of France afterwards called
Bretaigne, after Brutus himself. The subsequent
history of these hounds is considerably involved, but
we know that there were some white, others fallow,
some dun, and others black. The latter, the black
St. Huberts, came from the Abbey in the Ardennes,
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and from them have undoubtedly descended our
English Bloodhounds:; while the white hounds were
probably the progenitors of the Talbot, which, with
the Bloodhound, must be regarded as the parent
stock of our present Foxhounds and Harriers. In
later chapters upon Hounds I shall endeavour to
amplify this subject.

The love of man for his dog is not surprising.
As Maeterlinck has so beautifully expressed it, of all
the animal creation the dog alone has really broken
down the barriers standing between him and mankind.
We use the horse and the cow, but it is rarely that
we make friends of them. The dog, however, is on
an entirely different footing. Whether he first
attached himself to man, or primeval man obtained
him and trained him to his own uses, is now im-
material ; the dog is our faithful friend and loving
companion, and he has shown to many generations
of Englishmen sport which would have been denied
to them without his aid. - In these later years we
have made him minister to our vanity by winning
prizes for us at dog shows ; but he still remains of
the same nature, ready to protect us, and our devoted
slave in spite of rebuffs and ill-treatment.



CHAPTER 11
KENNELLING

No man has a right to keep a dog unless he is
also prepared to find for him proper accommoda-
tion to screen him from the inclemency of the
weather, and to feed and tend him in a suitable
manner. I am no advocate of excessive . fondling,
and in my opinion the owner’s bedroom is the last
place in which a large dog should be allowed to
sleep ; such a practice is transgressing all the laws
of hygiene, and it is certain that a dog may be
completely spoilt by injudicious petting. Still, there
is a happy medium between one’s bedroom and the
barrel arrangement that is often considered suffi-
cient. The average adult dog does not stand in
need of coddling, and I would not suggest providing
a place for him heated with hot-water pipes or
a stove ; but at the same time he deserves to have
a reasonably warm habitation in the winter, and
freedom to move about outside. An ingenious man
with a little knowledge of carpentering could him-
self make a lean-to kennel which would be perfectly
warm and comfortable and sufficient for any but
the most pampered animal. Stout wood should be
used for the purpose, and it is infinitely better if

lined on the inside with thick cowhair felt and then
5
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matchboarded over. The roof should be also of
wood covered outside with tarred felt. This will
make ample protection against the cold. A sleep-
ing bench should be placed at the end furthest from
the entrance, with a sliding board from 6 inches
to 9 inches deep, which will serve to keep in the
bedding and also help to ward off any draughts.
The bench should be movable, so that it may be
taken completely out once a week and thoroughly
washed ; indeed, it is a good plan to have this
made in duplicate, so that in the winter-time when
the boards will not dry easily, there is no danger
of the dog being exposed to damp. One end of
the kennel should also open on hinges in order that
no difficulty may be experienced in keeping the
interior thoroughly clean, and it is an excellent plan
to limewash the sides and roof two or three times
a year. Do not be afraid of giving too much room
if your means will permit, and also remember to.
arrange some scheme of ventilation near the roof.
Of course, if stable or outhouse should be avail-
able, nothing more is required than a bench with
deep sides to act as draught screens, and the
smaller varieties will sleep very well in a box in
the scullery.

Many people prefer keeping their dogs in the
house for the sake of protection against unwelcome
nocturnal visitors, but even then outdoor accommo-
dation is usually needed for the daytime. If it is
necessary to confine the dog at certain times, on
no account fix him on the end of a chain; he is
an active animal, longing for unrestricted movement,
and there is no more pitiable sight than a poor
creature at the end of a short chain with nothing
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but a barrel in which to lie, and probably a dirty
old piece of sacking as the only shift from the floor.
Nothing looks better than the iron railings usually
sold for the purpose, but if the small expenditure
this involves is a serious obstacle, for a few
shillings one may put up quite a respectable-sized
run, fenced in with stout wire netting.

It may be that some of my readers may desire
to go in for breeding and exhibiting, and in that
event they will have to be prepared for a more
considerable outlay at the beginning, although this
need not of necessity amount to a large sum if
a man is tolerably discreet. A range of four
kennels, each 6 feet in width, of equal depth, and
about 7 feet to the roof at the highest point, may
be erected against a wall for about £25. Brick
kennels, of course, are still better, but naturally more
expensive.

Prudence dictates that before embarking upon a
venture of this description, one should consider his
plan carefully and obtain estimates from several
builders, as these will be found to vary in a most
amazing manner. In my own case, to the best of
my recollection, there was a difterence of about £20
for almost identically the same thing. The fact that
some breeders succeed with the most indifferent
accommodation is scarcely a reason for imitating
their example. If puppies are to be properly reared
they need plenty of room, and overcrowding is fatal ;
indeed, I am inclined to think that if ideal condi-
_ tions could be ensured, one would ask for a large
paddock with ranges and kennels in different parts,
and in sufficient number to admit of being used in
alternate weeks.
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Certainly an isolation hospital is a most desirable
adjunct, for not only can it be used to receive sick
animals, but dogs coming home from a show can
there be segregated until they have been thoroughly
disinfected. If this were done in every case we
should have far fewer outbreaks of distemper. It
is also necessary to remember that puppies born
during the cold weather can never thrive properly
unless they bhave considerable warmth—7o° Fah.
should be regarded as the minimum. My own
experience has been that nothing can beat a small
anthracite stove for providing artificial heat; the
preliminary cost is not large, and the fire can be
maintained with a minimum of trouble at an
equable temperature. The fuel is expensive, varying
in cost from 35s. to 42s. a ton, but it is so slow
of combustion that in the long run the outlay comes
to much less than for ordinary coal with an open
fireplace. Moreover, there is no danger of the fire
going out during the night so long as it is made up
some time in the course of the evening. One of these
stoves should be in the hospital and another in the
puppy quarters, and they will well repay one in the
number of lives saved. I need scarcely add that
ample ventilation should be provided in every
instance, for fresh air is of the utmost importance
if we would keep our charges in good health. A
large run is a necessary complement to every range of
kennels, and the more roomy it is the better. With
regard to the situation of the kennels, it is desirable
that they should face the warmest points of the com-
pass, damp and absence of sunshine being most
inimical, and the soil should be dry. OIld Turber-
vile wrote much good sense upon this subject,
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saying that the gates and windows of the chamber
must be settled and situate against the rising of
the sun and the south. This chamber he would have
raised above the level of the ground with gutters
in it for drainage purposes. He also advised a
large courtyard well planned according to the com-
modity and ability of the lord who owned it, and
through this he would have a little channel of good
fountain water.



CHAPTER III
THE CHOICE OF A DOG AND HINTS TO BUYERS

THE buyer has need of a hundred eyes, the seller
need have but one. When you have once made up
your mind to keep a dog you are only at the beginning
of your troubles. As something like two million of
licences are taken out in this country every year,
we may fairly assume that a large proportion of
the adult population are dog lovers. It is not
surprising, then, that you should determine to have
one. The difficulty is to know which variety shall
have the benefit of your patronage. Is it to be large
or small? A Toy Terrier or a lordly St. Bernard?
The chances are that you fix upon one of the larger
kinds : they look so much more imposing, they would
impress your friends, and, of course, they would be
splendid guards. You settle on a Great Dane or a
Newfoundland, and are perfectly content. A night’s
reflection, however, brings about a modification of
your views. It occurs to you that a big dog costs
more than a little one to buy. It would be absurd
to expect 150 lbs. weight of canine flesh, blood, and
bone for the price of 3 lbs. Then you consider
that the large fellow would eat so much more than

the small one, he would certainly want more exercise,
10
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and his sleeping quarters would have to be far more
roomy. By the end of the day it is quite apparent
that a Collie or Retriever is more suitable for you
in every way. You have wanted one all along, and
it was a mistake, this philandering with the idea of
a Newfoundland or Dane. Another day but adds
to your perplexity, for you remember having heard
that Chow-chows or Scottish Terriers make such de-
voted companions, with no thought for others than
their own particular, masters. This settles the matter,
and once more you are at peace. You spend a penny
or twopence next Friday on one of the dog papers,
and proceed to scan the small advertisements at the
end, becoming thoroughly bewildered in the process,
for so many people seem to have precisely what you
are looking for, except that the prices of these
pedigree animals are absurdly high. You had never
realised before that they could cost such a lot of
money, and you begin to contemplate forthwith the
feasibility of starting a kennel and doubling your
income. There are more varieties, too, than you had
deemed possible, and you flounder about in the throes
of indecision until in desperation you make tracks
for the nearest shop and purchase an alleged Fox
Terrier, for 7s. 6d.

People are constantly asking me what sort of dog
they should keep, and my reply is, you must consult
your own predilections and purses. A mongrel will
be as companionable as the thoroughbred, but
naturally will not give you as much satisfaction to

-

look at, so I would suggest the acquisition of a well- -

bred one if you can run to it. It is as well to
bear in mind, however, that many pedigree animals
are frequently rank bad ones of their kind, and irre-
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proachable lineage by no means guarantees that they
will display all the points set out in the accepted
standard. Having made up your mind what you
will buy, you have next to consider whether it shall
be a puppy or an adult, and there is much to be
said on both sides. The puppy is a delightful little
creature, full of amusing antics, and if you are really
fond of animals you will derive endless pleasure from
tending him and breaking him in to your ways. At
the same time, it will undoubtedly entail a certain
amount of trouble. Puppies, like children, have their
ailments. He will need intelligent feeding, possibly
physicking, and you have always to face the prob-
ability of that dread disease—distemper, through
which most youngsters have to pass. He will not
necessarily die, buy you may take it for granted that
it will be more ‘than an even chance against him. If
he gets through, and you have done your duty by
him, he will be more attached to you than ever. He
will also show his friendly feeling by tearing up your
rugs, and doing as much mischief as time and the
laxity of a stern master will permit. An adult dog
over distemper will save you much bother, but will
obviously cost more money. He may also have de-
veloped bad habits which you would have checked
if his training had been in your hands. On the
whole, with all diffidence, I would venture to suggest
that the age of nine or ten months is not a bad
one. By that time the young hopeful has escaped
many of his troubles, and yet he is not too old to be
impressionable and adaptable.

You will find that there is nothing like a 'fixed
value for a dog ’; one puppy in the litter may be worth
£30 when he is a couple of months old, while another
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one would not be a bargain at £5. But as a general
principle you may take it that you cannot expect
to get any puppy from highly bred parents at less
than the latter sum. Again, it will depend upon
the variety. In some breeds £3 would be considered
a reasonable sum for a puppy just weaned that was
not possessed of a superabundance of good points.
If you are prepared to pay as much as this, it is
advisable that you should only buy of responsible
persons who have a reputation to maintain, and you
must then to a large extent put yourself in their
hands, because you certainly will not be in a position
to judge as to whether a puppy is good or bad of
its kind ; they change so much month by month that
it is a most difficult thing even for an experienced
man to forecast with any exactitude the future de-
velopments. Take, for instance, the case of the York-
shire Terrier. The proper colour of this little dog
when it reaches maturity is a dark steel blue, not
a silver blue, extending from the peak of the head
to the root of the tail, while the rest will be a
rich golden tan, grading off to a lighter shade at
the ends. At birth the tiny Yorkies are black and
tan, and the change in colour may not come until
they are nearly twelve months old.

You may, however, exercise a few elementary pre-
cautions. Unless you are purchasing one of the Toy
varieties, you should select a puppy with good bone,
having its front legs straight, and moving well behind.
Cow hocks are very objectionable, and are not easily
got rid of. If there is much weakness at the
shoulders, with the elbows sticking out instead of"
being placed well under the body, you must certainly
be wary. See, too, that the skin is clean and free
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from anything likely to cause irritation’; eczema can
be cured, but it means a 'good deal of attention, and is
most decidedly not worth buying if you can do with-
out it. The healthy puppy will look well, have a
bright eye, and handle agreeably. His skin should
be loose and capable of being drawn up in folds.
If this is the case, you may safely assume that there
is not much wrong with him.

In case you should propose buying an adult dog,
a few words as to the pitfalls in which the unwary
may stumble may not be out of place. Certain
varieties lend themselves more readily than others
to the art of the faker. All the rough-haired Terriers,
such as Fox, Irish, Airedale, Scottish, Welsh, and
Dandie Dinmont Terriers, are frequently denuded
by plucking and rasping, or even by the use of
scissors, of a good deal of superfluous coat, being
much smartened up by the process. Indeed, things
have come to such a pass that I am afraid more
Terriers are shown plucked than in anything like a
natural coat. The evil has been far-reaching because
many breeders have found it easier to do a little
barbering than to take the pains to breed for coats
of a correct texture and length. The consequence
is that an amateur takes a fancy to a Terrier at a
show, buys him in the hope of exhibiting on a future
occasion, and in a month or six weeks is disheartened
to find that he has grown hair as soft and almost
as long as the wool of a sheep. If plucking were
universally recognised as legitimate, no one could,
of course, take exception to it”; but the regulations
of the Kennel Club as to the preparation of dogs
for shows lay it down definitely that it is illegal.
In some cases it is not unusual to go over a Terrier
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with horse-clippers some three weeks before a show,
but much judgment is required to estimate the rate
at which the new coat is likely to grow.

As is well known, the wire-haired dogs should have
a coat hard and wiry in texture, and this result is
sometimes attained artificially by the application of
alum or resin. Unfortunately, Pomeranians, too, are
frequently trimmed on manes, breechings, chest, and
sometimes body, in order to make the dog appear
more cobby and even in coat’; this also is a breach
of the regulations, calculated to deceive the novice.
In other varieties colour is an essential feature, and
it is by no means uncommon for aniline dyes to
be used to bring about an improvement ; these being
made fast by the addition of a little alum, are most
difficult of detection. Some fakers favour a solution
of permanganate of potash. White markings on
black dogs are destroyed temporarily by means of
logwood or copperas, while a blacklead brush has
been known to give the desirable bluish tint to the
coat of a Yorkshire Terrier. I have heard of a
pair of tweezers being employed to pluck out the
white hairs from the spots of a Dalmatian. A com-
paratively venial deception is the soaking of the top-
knots on the heads of Bedlingtons and Dandies in
buttermilk so that they may have a nice fluffy
appearance.

I am not reciting this disagreeable list of mis-
doings to make you feel that every dog breeder is
given up to fraudulent practices, for such is not the
case. The majority of men and women who take
up breeding as a hobby are perfectly straightforward
and honourable in their dealings, and would scorn to
do anything so contemptible ; but I am merely giving
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a few hints which may prevent the inexperienced
from being imposed upon. I remember a case
coming before the Committee of the Kennel Club
in which it was established that the coat of an Irish
Terrier had been ‘‘improved ** with the aid of
common brown boot cream. This was at the best
a clumsy device, for the application of a moistened
pocket-handkerchief at once disclosed what had been
done. It is not often that a dog’s natural outline
is interfered with by surgical operations, but occa-
sionally a muscle in the ear of a Collie is cut in
order that the end may droop over at the proper
angle. The scar can generally be detected, but it
is not so easy to tell if weights have been fixed inside
the tip of the ear by means of adhesive wax. The
presence of broken hairs is practically the only
remaining evidence.

In buying an adult dog, attention should be given
to the eye and expression, by means of which we
can usually tell whether they are good-tempered or
otherwise. The skin should be examined carefully
for any evidences of eczema or mange, and it is
as well to seek for possible canker in the ear. The
condition of the teeth is also worth noting.



CHAPTER 1V
BREEDING

THERE was an old saying that like produces like,
but experience tells us that this needs considerable
modification. It is perfectly true that the alliance
of a Fox Terrier sire and dam will produce Fox
Terrier puppies ; but it is altogether wrong to assume
that if one champion is mated with another the
progeny will be champions also ; they may not even
disclose many good points between the whole of
them, and the exercise of considerable skill is needed
to bring about a fusion of blood which will produce
the results at which we aim. As this book is
primarily intended for those whose knowledge is not
extensive I may be pardoned for stating what to
many are merely commonplaces. A champion dog
may occasionally appear in the litter as a happy
chance, or what we should term a “ sport,” and the
probability is that he will not have the power to
reproduce his good qualities to any extent. The law
of heredity is inexorable, whether we obey it from
scientific knowledge or merely by rule of thumb.
When the uneducated man says that you must con-
sider what is at the back of a sire or dam, you

understand that he is stating in homely language
Book of the Dog. 3 17
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a scientific truth. We cannot look for any degree
of success in our breeding operations unless we know
something of the ancestry of the material upon which
we are working. Time after time we find wealthy
people buying up all the best dogs and bitches of
a variety and yet failing ignominiously to achieve
any results worthy of consideration. The fact is,
they are working completely in the dark. In getting
together the foundations of a kennel, it is best to
choose matrons from well-known strains that have
stood the test of time. They need not of necessity,
even be prize-winners, although by choice one would
naturally prefer having the very best obtainable ; but
it is essential to select healthy bitches with plenty
of bone and substance, unless we are dealing with
toys, which is quite another matter. The stud dogs
used should be primarily of sound constitution, with-
out any apparent congenital defects, and they should
not only embody in themselves the points which
we wish to reproduce, but they should come from
a strain in which these features have been predomi-
nant. A little experience will soon teach one that
some dogs are much more prepotent than others,
that is to say, they have in a greater degree the
capacity for stamping their desirable characteristics
upon their progeny ; and we find that almost without
exception such have been most carefully bred for
some generations past. This knowledge cannot be
purchased, but it comes more readily to some than
to others. It is not every one who has a clear
understanding as to the real meaning of the law
of heredity. ‘Acquired characteristics cannot be
transmitted. It has been the custom to dock the
tails of terriers for many, many years, and still they
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need curtailing. The fact that you have taught a
dog certain tricks is no reason for assuming that
his pups will also show a predisposition to similar
acts.

When particular qualities have been apparent in
individuals of a certain family for many generations
past, the natural presumption is that the present
representatives of this family will be able to transmit
their good points to others, and it is eminently
desirable that sire and dam should be equally well
bred. It is quite obvious that any wished-for features
may be intensified by consanguinity, and for this
reason it is a common practice for owners to resort
to a good deal of in-breeding, the family likeness
by this means being more strongly impressed. Un-
fortunately, however, if good points are thus intensi-
fied, the converse holds true also, and any con-
genital weaknesses become more accentuated by the
union. So it happens that if in-breeding is
persevered in to an unwise extent we get an inevit~
able debilitation of the constitution and a predis-
position to disease. At the same time we may find
a deterioration in size and vigour, and when these
symptoms are noticed we must take warning in time
and resort to entirely mew blood. Some varieties,
owing to the number of individual specimens in this
country being few, have been in-bred to such an
extent that nothing will serve save a rank out-cross
with an entirely different breed. Bloodhounds, for
instance, show a distressing predisposition to dis-
temper in its acutest form, and from time to time
alien blood has been introduced with entirely bene-
ficial results. The first two or three genérations
are shocking mongrels as a rule, but a little mathe-
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matical calculation will show that by the time the
sixth or seventh generation is reached, but little of
the strange blood can remain. Practice has proved
that this theory works out with a good deal of
accuracy. The most historic cross would be, 1
suppose, the union of a Greyhound and Bulldog,
brought about by the Lord Orford, who was so
famous in the coursing world of his day. The Grey-
hound having deteriorated in spirit, Lord Orford con-
sidered that the best means of infusing courage into
the breed was to call in the services of a Bulldog,
and he did so with most admirable results, although
the two animals are just about as unlike in struc-
ture as any we could find.

Of more recent years, the late Sir Everett Millais
crossed a Bloodhound with a Basset, continuing
to breed afterwards with pure Bassets. By the
seventh generation absolutely no trace of the Blood-
hound could be seen, except in improved size and
stamina. The Bloodhound, too, has been crossed
with an Otterhound, a Foxhound, and a French
Hound. Probably it is scarcely necessary to make
so many experiments as this, and a shorter road
to the desired result would be brought about if
breeders took united action. Promiscuous in-breed-
ing is strongly to be condemned, for it should only
be undertaken with a clearly-defined object, and on
a carefully thought out plan, otherwise the evils are
likely to far outweigh the good.

Breeding is a most fascinating pursuit, but it needs
to be carried on with judgment and good sense.
At the outset it is far wiser to content oneself with
a moderate number of brood bitches, always bearing
in mind that negiect and overcrowding are fatal to
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young stock ; it is better to rear well two or three
litters each year than to have half a dozen com-
posed of sickly, weedy whelps which are only fit
to put in a bucket. One’s reward may come in a
few years, when a strain has been established that is
stamped with more or less individuality and is calcu-
lated to benefit the particular breed we favour.
Unless you have plenty of capital and sufficient
knowledge to judge wisely, it is not altogether advis-
able to buy a stud dog at the outset, as you might
only be spending your money on a costly mistake.
Possibly as you gain an accretion of experience you
may find a young dog that fills your eye structur-
ally, and whose pedigree is well suited to vour
needs. He may possibly turn out a very profitable
speculation, for if his points are good, and his family
tree will bear investigation, you may fairly assume
that he will be used at a reasonable fee. Stud fees
vary from one to fifteen guineas ; I have even heard
of twenty-five guineas being charged for a small
Pekingese. More often than not the cheapest are
to be avoided. As a general rule it is not profit-
able to breed from animals that are at all advanced
in years, although on occasion it may be necessary
for the preservation of a particular strain to use a
dog eight or nine years of age.

One may usually breed with confidence from a
bitch that has reached her sixteenth month, but after
the fifth year her progeny will be fewer in number
and smaller in size. Another point to bear in mind
is that winter puppies are rarely satisfactory unless
they happen to be of the small toy varieties that
suffer little from.confinement. Considerable warmth
is needed, and if the weather is bad when the young-
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sters should begin to run about in the fresh air,
they are not likely to grow and develop into dogs
of any size and substance. Puppies born in the
winter treble one’s trouble, and have a knack of
picking up chills and dying prematurely. February
and March are by no means bad months if the
nursery is warm, as there is a reasonable chance of
the tweather looking up when the whelps are ready
to get out of doors, and they should grow and thrive
well in the spring sunshine.

The expectant mother calls for much care.
Throughout she should have her freedom, and in the
carly weeks plenty of exercise. Feed only on good
nourishing food, which should contain a large pro-
portion of meat, but on no account let her get fat.
If there are indications of the litter being large, a
foster-mother should be on the premises two or three
days beforehand. If you can arrange for one from
your immediate neighbourhood whose character is
well known to you, so much the better, but if this
is impossible, advertisements may be seen in the
different kennel papers, and a fair average price
for a big foster will range from twenty to thirty
shillings. It is customary only to hire them for
the occasion. At the time of whelping, if the mother
is of one of the large varieties, the pups should be
removed from her as they are born, and placed before
a fire in a basket or box lined with flannel ; other-
wise they may be lain upon and killed. Do not
fuss about too much and disturb the bitch more than
can be possibly avoided. In cases of difficult par-
turition, the services of a skilled veterinary surgeon
should be requisitioned promptly, or you may lose
the mother. Care must be observed in transferring
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the little ones to a foster. As a general principle,
not more than five should be left with the mother,
but at a pinch she may suckle six; or even seven.
In deciding which shall remain with the mother and
which be given to the stranger, it is a good plan
to sort them into sizes, putting the smallest on to
one and keeping the biggest for the other. As the
foster-mother may mnot take kindly to the new
arrivals, she should be removed from her bench and
the puppies thoroughly mixed up with one or two
of her own. Take her back again, and see that
she allows all to suckle freely before you leave her.
She will need careful watching for some hours, and
you must also keep an eye on the real mother to
see that she is performing her duties properly. The
weaklier whelps may be forced aside, thus failing
to obtain their due share of nourishment. The obser-
vant man will notice this, and put them on the dam
from time to time. It is easy to tell if the puppies
are doing properly; they will rest content, sleeping
comfortably when they are not feeding. If they are
constantly emitting a pitiful cry and feel clammy
to the touch, you may suspect that all is not well with
the milk, Wthh is probably too acid. If undue
acidity is present it will cause colic, which will soon
end fatally unless remedial measures are promptly
taken. Should the milk turn blue litmus-paper red,
the puppies must at once be taken away for at least
twelve hours, and the breasts emptied three or four
times during this period. At the same time, every '
three hours half a teaspoonful of bicarbonate of soda
dissolved in about half a teacupful of water should
be given to the mother, provided she is not one of
the toy varieties, in which case the quantity should
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be reduced by one-half. The same mixture should
be continued thrice daily for a week. Meanwhile the
puppies themselves will require attention. Mix six-
teen drops of laudanum with four teaspoonsful of
lime-water and give to each one teaspoonful. Repeat
this in half an hour and continue hourly until the little
ones cease crying. After about four hours give them
a little cow’s milk and lime-water, half and half,
slightly warmed. They may be returned to the dam
in twelve hours if the blue litmus-paper test gives
no evidence of continued acidity.

Occasion may arise in which no foster-mother is
available, and artificial feeding has to be resorted
to. This is not to be undertaken lightly, owing to
the great trouble involved. A big cat is capable
of rearing a puppy for a week or two, and of course
an ordinary feeding-bottle may be employed. In
this case the rubber teat should be perforated with
a needle in a number of places, and a small piece
of sponge placed inside it. The cow’s milk used
does not require dilution, as it is not so strong as
that of the mother, but of course it must be slightly
warmed. An ingenious kennelman once made an
artificial foster which proved in every way satisfac-
tory, and was the means of rearing two sturdy
Bloodhound puppies with a minimum of trouble. A
box lined with flannel was placed in front of the
fire, and, inserted through two holes in one side,
were the necks of feeding-bottles slightly tilted at
the end so that the milk would run down. These
were placed on a hot-water bottle and covered with
flannel. It was amusing to see how each puppy
kept to his particular bottle and refused to suckle
from the other,
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A word is necessary as to the feeding of the
nursing mother. Plenty of fresh water should be
available at the time of whelping, and if labour
is prolonged she may be given nourishment from
time to time in the shape of milk, or milk thickened
with bread. For the first two or three days she
should have three or four meals of a sloppy nature,
consisting either of bread or rice and milk, or broth
from which the fat has been carefully removed. After
this the meals may be of a more solid nature, such
as cooked meat in its own liquid thickened with bread
or biscuit. After the third day the mother should be
removed from the puppies several times daily and
given very gentle exercise in spite of her manifest
anxiety to return to the kennel.



CHAPTER V,
THE CARE OF YOUNG PUPPIES

THE dew claws on the front legs should always be
removed when the puppies are three or four days
old, and I also prefer taklng off those on the hind
legs too, although this is not invariably done ; they
are quite useless and apt to be torn, and certainly
the limbs have a much smarter appearance when they
arc absent. The operation is performed with a pair
of sharp scissors, and it is rarely followed by bleed-
ing to any extent. It is as well, however, to dip
the feet in a little mild disinfectant. Happily a
decree of the Kennel Club has made cropping illegal,
but docking, of course, is necessary in the case of
terriers and spaniels, and there is no doubt that it
is practically painless. This should be done about
the fourth day, and if there is any hemorrhage a
styptic, such as Friar’s Balsam, should be applied.
The skin should be drawn well to the root of the
tail before the necessary part is snipped off with a
pair of sharp scissors. Docking requires to be done
with some care, or an unsightly stump may be left.
It is usual to remove about two-fifths of the tail of
the Fox Terrier; Irish and Airedale Terriers should

lose rather more than one-half; the Griffon
26
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Bruxellois will have about two-thirds taken away,
and a spaniel three-fifths. The tail of a Schip-
perke is removed up to the root.

I have already referred in an earlier chapter to
the necessity of warmth for young puppies. Few
ideas are so fundamentally wrong as that a puppy
may be hardened by exposure to a low temperature.
Even 8o0° Fah. should not be considered excessive,
and one would prefer a minimum of 70°. This is
particularly necessary for the first six weeks, but
after that, if the weather is cold, it is undesirable
to withdraw the fire from the sleeping quarters. Toys
necessarily require more coddling than the hardier
varieties, and short-coated ones are more susceptible
to chills than those equipped with long hair and
a dense under-coat. I do not say that puppies cannot
be reared without artificial heat, but the chances are
against them, and the results are not likely to be
satisfactory. It is scarcely necessary to say that the
bedding straw should be frequently renewed, and,
wherever possible, the bench should be changed so
that the one which has been in use can be well washed
and dried. If these precautions are observed, insect
pests are not likely to be troublesome, but if they
multiply, they should be exterminated by the use of
Keating’s Powder. Puppies are frequently infested
with lice, particularly round the ears and at the
back of the neck, and these may be destroyed by
the application of a mixture made of two parts of
paraffin and one of milk, thoroughly incorporated
together, and the same treatment may be used for
ticks'; apply with a sponge, and go over the parts
afterwards with an ordinary toothcomb.

Until weaning time the puppies are not likely to
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have many troubles, but occasionally they will suffer
from colic, the symptoms of which are easily made
apparent by the constant moaning of the little
sufferers. Laudanum is the best specific, one drop
of which for each week of life may safely be ad-
ministered every three hours in half a teaspoonful
of water with the chill taken off. Beyond seeing
that the mother does her duty to the puppies, giving
them plenty of warmth and fresh air, and observing
strict rules of cleanliness, little else need be done
until towards the end of the third week ; by that
time first lessons in feeding themselves should be
implanted, a little lukewarm milk being given two
or three times a day in a saucer. When you first
put their noses into the liquid there will be a good
deal of spluttering and fuss, but in a short time
the young hopefuls know what is expected of them,
and begin to clamour when they see you coming.
The natural nutriment from the mother may thus be
supplemented in increasing quantity until the fifth
or sixth week, when all indications point to the fact
that the time for weaning is approaching. The dam
will show more and more a disposition to absent
herself from the attentions of her too exacting off-
spring. Her milk supply will probably diminish con-
siderably, and her udders may be rendered sore by
the scratches from the sharp claws of the eager
whelps. Even if the mother has plenty of milk, the
quality is likely to be poor after the sixth week, when
therefore it will be a good thing to begin feeding
in real earnest. From this date onwards until the
fifth or sixth month is reached much care will have
to be exercised if you wish to grow the puppies to
the greatest perfection, and for show purposes this
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is absolutely imperative. It is quite useless to
imagine that bringing puppies into the world
possessed of all the desirable points is the only end
at which you have to aim ; even assuming that you
are only breeding dogs for working in the field, it
is essential that they should have good bone and
sturdy frames.

The cardinal principle to bear in mind in the up-
bringing of puppies is that they must be fed little
and often. Two or three meals a day may suffice
in exceptional circumstances, but as a general prin-
ciple it must be laid down that from the sixth to
the tenth week, at any rate, a meal should be given
every three hours of the day, and that this should
not be in excessive quantities. The diet should be
as varied as possible.” Assuming that milk and broth
are the foundations, you may mix with these bread,
puppy biscuits, broken and first soaked in hot water,
well-boiled rice, and oatmeal. My own experience
has been—and that coincides also with the views
of many of our oldest breeders—that, after meat,
nothing equals brown bread. The difference between
puppies fed on brown bread and white is something
remarkable, and needs seeing to be really believed.
Plenty of meat also is called for, for, after all, that
is the natural food of a dog, and it is absurd to
fly wholly in the face of Nature, even when the
animals are reared under more or less artificial con-
ditions. Too many slops are not to be recommended’;
as soon as the puppies are old enough let the food
be of a solid nature, and when they are strong enough
to eat well-crushed puppy biscuits, let them have one
or two dry meals a day.

With the larger varieties bone and size are
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wanted, and to obtain this we must exercise a good
deal of care. Some people add bone meal to the
food, without considering that it is by no means well
assimilated, and that a large proportion of it is
simply waste. Precipitated phosphate of lime con-
tains all the necessary constituents for the forma-
tion of bone, and it is not wasteful. I make a
practice of giving a level teaspoonful once a day to
the mother for at least a month before the puppies
are born, and when they are six weeks old I
administer the same powder to the puppies them-
selves, one teaspoonful being sufficient at first for
every four puppies, say, of collie size and upwards.
This may be gradually increased until the end of
three months, by which time each puppy should
be having half a spoonful twice a day in its food.
If the little ones are not thriving, a small quantity
of cod-liver oil will often work wonders, but as this
is relaxing in its effect, they require watching and
the dose regulating accordingly. Many people swear
by Parrish’s Food, for, which there is undoubtedly
much to be said.

Internal parasites are the chief plague of young
life, frequently making their appearance within three
or four weeks of birth. If a puppy becomes much
distended after feeding and shows signs of discom-
fort and is thin and unthrifty-looking, you may be
quite sure that a vermifuge is indicated, and that
unless it is given the little creature will die. Several
patent mixtures are sold which are quite efficacious
in their action, one of the safest I know being the
Ruby. If, however, you prefer to make up your own
medicine, I cannot do better than recommend to
you the prescription given by ‘ Ashmont ™ in his
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‘*“ Kennel Secrets.” This is as follows : Worm-seed
oil, 16 drops; oil of turpentine, 2 drops; oil of
annis, 16 drops; olive oil, 3 drachms ; castor oil,
4} drachms. The dose for one of the larger varieties
under six weeks old will be half a teaspoonful in
a little milk ; from six to eight weeks, one teaspoon-
ful may be given. After this a stronger medicine
is called for. The following is the prescription :
Santonine, 4 grains; worm-seed oil, 20 drops; oil
of turpentine, 3 drops; oil of annis, 16 drops ;
olive oil, 2 drachms ; castor oil, 51 drachms. The
same dose may be given as with the first. For
the smaller breeds, such as terriers, half a dose is
sufficient, and for toys a quarter. It should also
be remembered that in order to get the full benefit
of the medicine it should be administered first thing
in the morning on an empty stomach, and followed
in half an hour’s time with a little warm milk.
Care must be taken to see that the puppies are
not unnecessarily exposed to wet and chills ; if they
get damp when at exercise, they should be dried
thoroughly with a towel before being turned into the
kennel, and I need scarcely say that strict cleanli-
ness must be observed, the straw bedding being fre-
quently renewed and the bench well washed with
disinfectants. If these precautions are taken, very
little trouble need be anticipated from insect life.
When puppies reach their tenth week they may well
be subjected to a little discipline, and it is advisable
to teach them early to go on a collar and lead. At
first the restriction will be keenly resented, but you
must have patience and show the youngster that no
unkindness is intended, and in a little time he will
become so manageable that you may take him out in
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this manner. Daily grooming helps to kKeep the
skin in good condition, and prevents the increase of
noxious parasites. Unfortunately, however careful
we may be, eczema may make its appearance, and
should be promptly checked. A little powdered
sulphur and magnesia in equal weights may be given
occasionally in the food with advantage, and one
of the best dressings for skin trouble that can be
recommended is made up of cocoanut oil, half a
pint%; oil of tar, 2 oz.; powdered sulphur, 4 oz.;
and linseed oil, 1 pint. This, of course, is very
messy, but it is as likely as anything to effect a
cure. It should be dabbed on freely with a sponge
wherever there are any raw places or the hair is
falling off.

In cases of diarrhcea the simplest remedy consists
of from two to six grains of carbonate of bismuth,
varying according to the size of the puppy, shaken
dry on the tongue three times a day. If the food
has been of a liquid nature, a little lean raw meat,
chopped very small, will often work wonders, but if
the complaint is very persistent, there will be no help
for it but to fall back on one of the patent pre-
digested foods, such as Benger’s. Arrowroot, too,
is soothing. When we have sickness and extreme
looseness combined the matter is serious. Take the
whites of four eggs and incorporate with a pint of
cold water. Add a teaspoonful of brandy and give
frequently in small quantities. I do not think this
can be bettered.

Of course, these remarks as to feeding are mainly
applicable where a number of puppies are kept; in
the case of one only, household scraps should be
almost sufficient, and cannot well be improved upon,
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provided there is a good proportion of meat.
Potatoes, bread, and vegetables may be finely broken
up and mixed with the meat, and large bones may
be given freely. Small fowl bones are most un-
desirable, as the sharp edges may occasion bad
internal injury.

Book of the Dog 4



CHAPTER VI
FEEDING AND GROOMING

Ir a dog is to be kept in decent health and condi-
tion, he calls for a reasonable amount of care and
attention, and, unless you are disposed to make some
small sacrifices, it is wiser not to have one. You
may rest assured that any care which you lavish
upon your four-footed friend will be repaid with
interest. If you once nurse a young dog through
sickness, it is surprising how grateful he becomes,
and the bond of attachment between him and his
master is much strengthened. More animals, I
believe, suffer from the effects of over-feeding rather
than from deprivation. When one’s canine posses-
sions are limited to two or three the commissariat
problem is a very simple one, most households
having sufficient waste scraps to keep several small
dogs. These should be put in a bowl and pre-
served until the regular mealtime, rather than be
given indiscriminately whenever they happen to be
handy. Some authorities prefer to feed in the morn-
ing and again about six o’clock in the evening, while -
others only give the meal at night. Exception would
be made in the case of toy dogs ; with others one
good feed a day is quite s;:.fﬁcient, although no harm
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will be done by giving a biscuit or two in the
morning. Whenever you decide to feed, let it be
done invariably about the same time, for a dog
knows to a minute or two when his food is due.
and as a rule he has no objection to telling you
pretty plainly if you are addicted to the bad habit
of unpunctuality. Supposing the household leavings
are insufficient, there are many dog biscuits and
other patent foods, all of which save a good deal
of trouble, but it cannot be too strongly insisted
upon that a certain proportion of meat is required.
Scraps from a butcher may be bought for a few
pence, and if they are well boiled it is more
economical, as bread, vegetables, biscuits, boiled rice,
or oatmeal can be incorporated with the gravy from
which all fat has first been removed. Plenty of
variety in the dietary is most essential, as dogs are
very much like human beings in their objection to
monotony. Bullocks’” or sheep’s paunches, well
cleaned, are easily digestible, and are much liked
for a change. A big bone will keep a dog amused
for a long time, and be all the better for his teeth.
When the kennel is of any size, contammg many
inmates, food will have to be purchased in a careful
and systematic manner, or the cost will be very
heavy. If you are a good manager it is astonish-
ing how little per head the outlay need be. Of
course the staple food, the foundation upon which
you work, will have to be horseflesh, but you must
be very careful to stipulate with your knacker that
he must send you nothing from an animal that has
been physicked. A steam-]acketed cooker is econo-
mical and practically glves no trouble, as meat and
vegetable may be put in together and left to cook
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themselves so long as the pan underneath is Kept
well supplied with water. The cost of horseflesh
varies a good deal, according to the locality. On
the outskirts of London you will probably have to
pay about 8s. per 1 cwt., while in the country it
may be bought for considerably less. Some people
arrange to take the surplus bread from the tables
of hotels and restaurants ; this may be had in large
quantities, for it will keep good a week or two if
dried first of all in an oven. The supply, how-
ever, is limited. Liver is of very little dietetic value,
although dogs are extremely fond of it, and, given
occasionally, it is useful as a laxative. I have very
little sympathy with the pampered pets who refuse
everything but the daintiest of morsels. Young
chickens, rabbits, and such-like luxuries are a wicked
waste. Occasionally, however, one may get a valu-
able show animal that is a bad doer, and it may
be necessary to stimulate his appetite in order to
get him into condition. Raw eggs are very useful
for this purpose, and cod-liver, oil will also do much
good. Fish is chieﬁy valuable as a change, its feed-
ing properties not being very high, and a much
greater quantity is needed than of meat. Fowls’
heads, which may be obtained from the poultryman,
make a very rich soup. Rice mixed with gravy is
to be recommended at times, while oatmeal, although
much esteemed by many, is apt to be heating. This
should always be well seasoned. Dogs kept in the
country are often fed on barley-meal mixed with milk,
but this is not so easily digestible as wheat meal.
Vegetables, although not nutritious, help to keep the
blood in good order, but require using with discre-
tion. Salt is not desirable.
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It is impossible to offer any advice as to the
quantity required at each meal. Some dogs will
thrive <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>