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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

Tris is the third of the series of Essentials in History, designed
for use in secondary schools, and arranged on the system recommended
in the Report on the Study of History in Schools by the Committee
of the American Historical Association. Dr. Wolfson’s book, Essen-
tials in Ancient History, describes the origins of civilization in Egypt
and Mesopotamia, the bloom of Greece, the rise of Rome, the spread
of llellenic civilization, and the decay of the Roman Empire. Pro-
fessor Harding's volume follows with the later medizval and modern
European history, from about 800 a.p. to the present time. This
present volume is a consecutive account of Euglish history. The
fourth and final volume treats of American history.

The title * Essentials ” suggests that the authors of all the volumes
have addressed themselves to the things which have really been sig-
nificant and vital in the development of western civilization. Person-
alities and events, however striking in themselves, which have not had
a clear and definite effect in the movement of the world, are omitted,
in order that in the brief space available the essentials may be more
clearly presented. e vee e

It is the plan of the whole sterie.é"’w'give a maximum amount of
space to the text, and to reduce the pedagogic apparatus to small
dimensions, depending upon the teacher to secure a knowledge of the
text, and to bring out its significance in class work. Each volume
is divided into a number of chapters corresponding nearly to the
number of weeks in a school year.. The texts are continuous,
although the numbered sectional headings in the margin show the
progress of thought and the chronological sequence. Each author
has in a few prefatory pages indicated how he thinks his book may
best be used ; and all are alike in adding to each chapter a brief bibliog-
raphy referring to ¢ Geography,” “ Secondary authorities,” * Sources,”
and “Illustrative works,” intended to be a quick and easy way of
referring pupils to such additional readings as the teacher may think
satisfactory. Each chapter is also furnished with two lists of topics:
the first, or “Suggestive topics,” are related pretty closely to the
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6 GENERAL INTRODUCTION

text and to the ordinary handbooks almost everywhere accessible ; the
second, or ‘“Search topics,” expect a search into a wider range of
authorities, including sources. The appendix matter has been made
brief; it consists of a few documents actually necessary to make
clear the allusions and discussions of the text.

Besides the chapter bibliographies, Appendix A is a “ Brief List of
Books,” which is intended for the teacher’s desk and for constant con-
sultation by the pupils. Such a list, costing about twenty-five dollars,
will greatly add both to the soundness and to the interest of the course.
In the chapter bibliographies the first references are commonly to
some of these specially indicated works. For schools or individuals
who possess or have access to a larger library, a “General Bibliog-
raphy ” of the most important books upon the subject of the volume
will be found appended, including the titles of most of the books
mentioned in the chapter bibliographies. Such a list will be service-
able for making purchases to fill up a school or town library, and the
books which ought first to be procured are denoted by an asterisk.

As to the use of the volume on English history, Mr. Walker has
made his own suggestions. A good teacher will always keep in mind
the necessity of careful study of the text-book, as the repository of facts
and principles necessary for the pupil to know. Iu order to train
pupils to analyze and get the real meaning out of what they study, at
the end of each chapter is a brief “ Summary,” which is not a mere
recapitulation of the previous sections, but a succinct statement of the
whole ground covered by the chapter.

Every good school course ought to include some parallel reading
from sources or from good secondary books; and such ontside reading
is easily directed through the chapter bLibliographies, which refer to
a variety both of sources and of later writers.

Throughout the series maps are plentiful. It is expected that
teachers will insist on the location of the places meutioned in the
text, and, further, that they will make clear the geographical relief
so far as it plays a part in history.

Many schools require written work of some kind, and the teachers
will find hints for such work in the special books on the subject men-
tioned in Appendix A. For beginners topies must be such as may be
simply and easily answered out of a small number of available books;
so far as possible sources should be used, because of their suggestive-
ness and spirit; and such work ought to be an adjunct, and not the
staple of a pupil’s work. )

ALBERT BUSHNELL HART.



THE AUTHOR TO THE TEACHER

THE first five sections of this book (pp. 11-13) suggest broadly on
what a pupil makiug a first survey of English history should be led
to focus his thought; namely, on the great movements by which
ancient England has become modern Eugland, and on the forces
which have given rise to these movements. In this book, therefore,
emphasis is laid on (1) the fusing of several races into the English
people; (2) the successful working out by that people of two great
problems in government, — that of self-government under free demo-
cratic forms and that of governing remote dependencies; (3) the
exploitation of two great fields of industry, manufacturing and com-
merce; and (4) the effect of race tendencies in promoting social and
intellectual progress. At the same time the author has taken pains
not to distort the student’s perspective of events by a too brief treat-
ment of dramatic but comparatively resultless episodes, like the Roman
occupation of Britain, or the Hundred Years’ War.

The teacher should make sure at the outset that the opening survey
of the field conveys clear ideas to the pupil, and should lead him to
refer to it at every stage in the study. Throughout the book the
account of events is approximately chronological, but social conditions,
which change but slowly, are discussed in special chapters at suitable
intervals. Events are grouped under reigns until the period when
monarchs no longer molded the history of their times. Within the
chapters strict chronological sequence has been deemed less important
than unity in the treatment of a given subject.

The subdivision into thirty-eight chapters makes possible the
assignment of one chapter a week for a school year; but the author
has found it much more profitable to cover the whole field more
rapidly, and then, by way of review, to have the pupils trace specific
classes of subjects (war, taxation, political changes, industry, litera-
ture) continuously through the whole course of English history. Thus
the pupil is compelled to separate from the mass of facts those which
relate to his particular subject; to review over and over the sequence
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8 THE AUTHOR TO THE TEACHER

of dynasties, periods, and significant epochs; and to break away from
the tyranny of the printed page and construct his own narrative.

Great pains has been taken to make the maps adequately illustrate
the text, but their study should be supplemented by constant prac-
tice in locating places and lines upon outline maps, and by any other
methods that will tend to correlate geography and history. The illus-
trations are almost without exception views of real objects, chosen for
their historic interest and suggestiveness. They should be made the
subject of discussion in the class.

The suggestive topics at the ends of the several chapters are designed
to make the pupil reflect upon the facts that he has learned, and to
suggest profitable exercises in comparison and in the study of causal
relations. The search topics have been utilized to point the way to
additional information, and no question or topic has been inserted
merely as a puzzle. The bibliographies aim to call attention to books
of two classes: (1) for the pupil, readable accounts by trustworthy
historians, and source material to illustrate these accounts; (2) for
the teacher, certain exhaustive and standard works suited to the
mature student. In the use of source books, teachers should not
require too much work or expect too many tangible results. These
books are mines of illustrative, not of structural, materials. The
wise method is to assign to each pupil only a single reference to look
up at one time, a single topic to investigate. The list of illustrative
works ranges from the slight works of Henty (which have been in-
cluded because experience proves that through them many pupils of
immature age gain an increased interest in history) to the great
literary masterpieces of Shakespeare, Scott, Thackeray, and Tennyson.

To sum up, this book aims to present to students of high school age
such information regarding English history as can be assimilated in
a single year; information selected for its power to eunrich and to
discipline the mind, and so treated as to aid the teacher in accom-
plishing this result.

My thanks are due to Mr. Hyman Askovith for valuable assistance
in preparing the chapter bibliographies.

ALBERT PERRY WALKER.
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ESSENTIALS IN ENGLISH HISTORY

CHAPTER L
COURSE AND CONDITIONS OF ENGLISH HISTORY
(A) Tue Cuier MoveMENTs IN ENcLisn History

BErForE a student undertakes to study the history of any
country in detail, he will do well to take a brief survey of the
great movements by which its progress has been marked. 1. Surv

. ey of
He will thus perceive clearly the road he is to traverse, the field of
and will be less likely to lose his bearings and become study
confused among the innumerable minor events which have
contributed to or have accompanied these primary movements.
Such a survey of English history shows that the British Isles
have formed the theater for the development of four succes-
sive invading peoples, each of which brought with it from the
neighboring “Continent ” of Europe a different type of civiliza-
tion, and each of which has left upon the life of the islands
some distinctive impress.

(1) Some centuries before the Christian era, the Celts (or
Kelts) brought to the island of Great Britain their primitive
form of civilization. About the beginning of that era o Earliost
these Celts were conquered, though not extinguished, political de-
by invaders from the Continent, the imperial Romans. velopment
The newcomers, during four centuries of control over Britain,
failed to impart to its people any of the political vigor
which Rome had in her prime; and when disorders in Italy
finally forced them to abandon the island, early in the fifth
century A.p., they left it but little advanced in political or
social development.

11
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(2) The territory thus relinquished was soon seized upon
by a group of Teutonic peoples from the north of Europe, the
Jutes, Angles, and Saxons. Tkese races, although still semi-
barbarous, soon showed a remarkable instinct for creating
social and political institutions. They promptly changed
their government from the tribal to the monarchical form ‘in
order to meet their new conditions; they changed their roving
habits and developed a strong love of the soil where they had
taken root; and, above all, they showed an intense conserva-
tism,— a quality which gave permanence to every succes-
sive improvement which they wove into the fabric of their
civilization.

(3) These early comers were disciplined into a rude sem-
blance of nationality and order by six centuries of strife with

8. @rowth  their Celtic predecessors, with one another, and with their

;’:y"i:”i;':‘l' fierce rivals the Danes, a body of their kinspeople whose

MiddleAges migration to Britain was deferred too late to give them
an equal chance in the struggle.

(4) The Anglo-Saxons and Danes in their turn suffered
invasion and conquest at the hands of a limited body of Nor-
mans (1066). This hardy people, although of the same stock
as the Anglo-Saxons and Danes, were by nature more enterpris-
ing; and, because of their more fortunate location upon the
western coast of the Continent, had made greater progress in
political and social life, and in all the arts and industries by
which civilization is advanced.

During the following two hundred and fifty years, these
four elements, Celt, Saxon, Dane, and Norman, gradually be-
came welded into unity, and worked out an efficient political
system. Such a development was aided by their isolation
from the Continent; but the monarchs of England failed to
realize the strength of their insular position, and tried again
and again, though vainly, to unite the territories of France
and England into a single state.
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The beginning of the Modern Era, marked by the discoveries
of Columbus and others, found the unified English people ready
to enter into a contest of European nations for the 4. Growth
domination of the greater world then revealed. They °f p::'g"i:
won rich territories and fame abroad, at the same time times
that they perfected their political system at home. Meanwhile
England united to herself three lesser units, Wales, Scotland,
and Ireland, and laid the foundations of a vast colonial empire.

Finally, by defeating Napoleon’s ambitious schemes, Great
Britain won a leading place among the half dozen Gireat Powers
which thenceforth were to control the old world, and with
the nineteenth century entered upon a career of industrial and
commercial expansion paralleled only by that of her emanci-
pated offspring, the United States of America.!

From the time of the Roman occupation onward, the inhabit-
ants of southern and eastern England won their living by
-tilling the rich soil of the valleys and plains. A little 5. Eng-
later, sheep grazing on moorlands and hillsides enriched dul:ntr‘:;: cil::
them with wool, their chief article of export in the early velopment
commercial period. The growth of commerce fostered a spirit
of enterprise which soon made England mistress of the seas,
and a vast fishing industry added to her sources of wealth;
while seaport towns — such as Bristol, Chester, Plymouth,
Yarmouth, and Portsmouth (map, p. 385) — grew up at the
mouth of every navigable stream. Then, when modern inven-
tion made it possible to harness the forces of nature for the serv-
ice of man, the center of population and of industrial activity
shifted to the mountainous northwest, whose water power, fuel,
mineral deposits, and lumber were then first available.

1The changes here outlined suggest a word of warning in regard to the use
of names. As a geographical expression, ‘‘ Great Britain,” or *‘ Britain,”
meansthe largest of the British Isles ; politically, ¢ Great Britain '’ means the
United Kingdom which has existed since 1707 and now occupies all the isles.
‘‘England”’ may mean (1) the region south of Scotland and east of Wales ;
(2) the parent kingdom of the British Empire; (3) when used for brevity,
the empire itself.









16  COURSE AND CONDITIONS OF ENGLISH HISTORY

(B) InrLukNcE oF Privsical ConpiTrons oN ENGLISH
Hisrory

Many of the before-mentioned changes have resulted in part

from plhysical conditions, such as land surface, climate, and

6. Contour location.  “Geography explains history,” and a pre-

of the Brit- liminary study of some of these conditions is therefore
(dshlsles ) ecessary.

The theater of the development of the English nation is a
group of about five thousand islands, of which two are much
larger than the rest. The area of the entire group is about
121,000 square miles —or nearly that of Pennsylvania, Ohio,
and Indiana. Of this area, almost seven tenths belongs to the
island of Great Britain, and a little more than one fourth
to Ireland. The islands have a great economic advantage in
their irregular coast line. While Europe has but one mile
of seacoast to every 200 square miles of area, the ratio of
coast to area in the British Isles is ten times as great.
Furthermore, this sea exposure is the more valuable because
Britain contains no great midland mountain ranges to make
internal transit difficult, as is the case, for instance, in
Italy. The highest peak in Scotland is Ben Nevis (4406 ft.)
in Wales is Snowdon (3571 ft.), and in England is Scafell
(3210 ft.). All the mountains are grouped within limited
areas, and the rest of the surface, broadly speaking, is low
enough to be readily accessible, and high enough to be easily
drained.

One of the elevated areas, the Pennine Chain, is a strip of
high rolling country averaging twenty miles wide, extending

. from the Cheviot Hills on the Scottish border to the

7. Mountain )

systems of Peak of Derbyshire in mid-England. On the east are

England 1,20 moors and wolds, on the west the slope is steeper.
Near this chain in the northwest are the high and rugged
mountains of the Lake District in Westmoreland and Cumber-
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land ; farther south, west of the third meridian, are the less
picturesque mountains of Wales, and the lower mountains and
hills of southwestern England, extending from the elevated
moorlands of Somerset and Devonshire to Lands End. Else-
where, the low surface of England is diversified only by rolling
hills and elevated plains, which barely serve to define the water
courses of the country. Such are Salisbury Plain in the south-
central part, and radiating from this the Cotswold and Chiltern
Hills, and the North and South Downs.

The sweeping curve of the southwestern mountains, con-
tinued through the Cotswolds and the Pennine Chain, forms
the chief watershed of England, and determines its prin- 8. River
cipal river systems. Most of the waters on its eastern | systems of
slope find their way to the sea through three large basins. Eogland
The Thames, England’s chief river, in its course of 215 miles
drains the northern slopes of the Downs and the southern
slopes of the Chilterns; the Wash —a shallow basin of the
sea — receives the northern drainage from the Chilterns and
that of much of the midland plain; the Humber drains most
of the eastern Pennine slope. On the west of the watershed,
the Severn, longer and only less important than the Thames,
receives the flow from much of southern England and Wales;
and in the north are many shorter streams, of which the Dee
and the Mersey-are most important, because of their fiord-like
mouths.

North of the end of the Pennine Chain, Britain presents an
irregular surface. The tumbled mountain masses of Scotland
are cleft in two places by partly flooded valleys; the 9. Topog-
more southerly of these, opening into the Firth of Forth ;:3’3{:;
and the Clyde, is the more important, as it gives access and Ireland
to the entire Scotch Lowlands. Ireland, which is separated
from Britain by a wide channel, is of a shallow ¢ basin?”
shape, with few and scattered elevations. It therefore has
few navigable streams, and is but poorly drained.
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These physical features of the British Isles have an impor-
tant effect upon the climate. Ireland, low and flat, has no
10. Infiu- Protection from the warm, moisture-laden winds of the

2:: c::r. Atlantic Ocean. Its climate is therefore too wet. In
on develop- Great Britain, on the other hand, the western mountain
ment ranges condense upon their cold heights the excess of

moisture from the ocean, and send it back in numerous
streams, the rapid currents of which furnish power for manu-
facturing the materials found in- her mines and the products of
her soil ; while the deep clefts in these broken ranges, flooded
by the sea, furnish ample harbors for the ships which distrib-
ute her manufactured products over the entire world. Ex-
posed Ireland receives fifty inches of rainfall annually, with
great injury to her low-lying plains; while sheltered eastern
Britain| receiving upon her gently sloping downs but half that
amount, enjoys the most favorable conditions for agriculture,
and indeed for all the varied human activities. The temperate
climate, neither too enervating nor too harsh, and the long days
of summer, are alike favorable to human progress.
The isolation of the primitive islanders of course made their
development in civilization different from that of the peoples
11. Infiu. of southern or even western Europe. Although their

ence of nearness to the Continent led them in time to copy its
locationon , . . . .

develop- institutions instead of creating wholly new ones, yet dur-
ment ing the long period before intercourse with the Continent

became easy and frequent, this transplanted civilization came
to have a marked form of its own. Then, too, the English
made more rapid political progress behind their salt-water
barriers than the war-harried peoples of the Continent.

The southeastern angle of Britain lies nearest to the main-
land of Europe; and here was the point at which the Celts,
and later the Teutons, gained access to the island. Further-
more, the Thames, which discharges into the North Sea near
this southeastern angle, drains a large portion of the territory
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of southern Britain, and makes all the interior of the country
easy of access from Europe. This geographical situation,
therefore, not only determined what part of the islands should
be earliest developed, but also made London almost necessarily
the commercial and economic center, first of western Europe,
and later of the world.

(C) THE EARLIEST INHABITANTS OF BRITAIN

For information regarding the earliest inhabitants of any
country, the student must look, not to written records, but to
what may be termed * unrecorded history” — the body of 12. Unre-
facts derived by scientific reasoning from indirect but “'d:.fg‘i:;
trustworthy evidence. For example, geological science Britain
informs us that, because of movements of the earth’s crust,
large areas of land in Britain now stand at different levels
above the sea from those which they once occupied. It further
testifies that Britain and the Continent were once connected
by land masses. In those remote ages, elephants, rhinoceroses,
lions, and bears wandered freely from European to British for-
ests; and probably all the species of plants and animals ap-
parently native to the British Isles really migrated thither
before the present bed of the English Channel and the North
Sea sank and became flooded by the ocean. Geology and kin-
dred sciences furnish abundant proof that the earliest men in
Britain, also, came by land or sea from the Continent.

Archeologists trace several periods in the development of
the human race. During the earliest period, men lived in
caves, wore clothing of skins roughly sewed together o Prehis-
with bone needles, and ate shellfish, berries, and other toric men
foods easily obtained. In their struggles with nature in Britain
and with wild beasts, they gradually learned to make use of
roughly chipped stone tools and weapons, whence their age is
known as the Paleolithic (ancient-stone) Age.

After a lapse of centuries, the Paleolithic merged into the
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Neolithic (new-stone) Age, marked by the use of more finished
stone weapons with fitted wooden handles, woven cloth, and
pottery ; then followed ages when bronze and

iron came successively into use.
That man occupied Britain dur-
ing each of these ages we have
abundant evidence. In river de-
posits and in caves are found flint
Cmeeep Stone tools and weapons of the paleolithic
g:‘:;;;n:”' men dating from a period before
%1000 B.c., and in other deposits are
found tool-dressed stones with accurately shaped
mortises hewn out by neolithic men. Traces of
the men of the Bronze and Iron ages are espe-
cially numerous. Their huge ¢ barrows” (burial
mounds), their “dol-
mens” (sacred stone pil-
lars), their flint and
bronze weapons of war,
shields and battle-axes,
BowL-SHAPED BARROW. their tools in the shape
Near Avebury; clay burial mound 20 feet in of chisels and spades,

diameter, 5 feet high.
their ornaments in the
form of collars, necklaces, and bracelets, their dishes of sun-
dried pottery, and their metal coins, all testify to the exist-
ence of a considerable degree of civilization in Britain at least
as early as the year 200 B.c.

Ethnology, the science of race origins, tells us that at the
beginning of the Neolithic Age the island of Great Britain was
14. Succes- inhabited by two types of people: one, now called the
sionofraces Ivernian, low of stature and dark of hair and eyes; the
inBritain  ,iher of Scandinavian type, taller in stature and light in
complexion. During the Bronze and Iron ages these neolithic
men were forced westward by two groups of Celts from the

BRONZE CELT.

Bronze Age.
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Continent, the Goidels, or Gael, coming first,and the Brythons,
or Britons (ineaning probably ¢ clothed men”), following close
behind. It is probable that the Gael were early driven by the
advancing Britons into the mountains of Wales, the western
islands, and the Highlands of Scotland. The Britons, in
their turn, were forced westward by swarms of Belgic Celts
from Gaul,—the latter being driven across the Channel by
Teutonic tribes (the Franks and the Saxons), who were them-
selves yielding to pressure from people farther east.

NEOLITHIC MEN —<— CELTS —<— TEUTONS-<-SLAVS-<-HUNS—<MONGOLS

[lvcrnltn Uhaqne)][ Gael*=Britons ] [ﬁnxnns] or Tartars
8candinavian Britons<€-Belgic Celts JLFranks

EARLY DISTRIBUTION, AND WESTWARD PRESSURE, OF RACES,

Our knowledge of the Celtic inhabitants of Britain is of
course very incomplete. In southern Britain, immense monu-
mental stones dating from before the Christian era, such as
those of Stonehenge and Avebury, probably mark the location
of great religious centers. Defensive works like the Wansdike
and Grimsdike (in Wiltshire) probably mark the scenes of
struggles between the possessing and the invading races. Itis
said that Pheenician traders visited the shores of Britain in very

STONEHENGE,



22 COURSE AND CONDITIONS OF ENGLISH HISTORY

early times to procure tin; but it is probable that Pytheas, sent
by the Greek colony of Massilia in 330 B.c. to find tin-producing
lands in the northwest, first made widely known the possibili-
ties of trade with Britain. Posidonius, a Greek geographer,
visited and wrote about the island in the first century B.c., but
the information he gives is very scanty. It is from the
account given by Julius Caesar (65-54 B.c.), together with what
we can learn from archzology, that we are able to construct our
first satisfactory picture of conditions in Britain.

In this picture we see Wales held by a race of mixed Iver-
nian and Gaelic (the Silures); Cumberland and Scotland held

15. Pre-Bo- by Gaelic tribes known to Roman historians as the Picts;

:ﬁ:iiv:li- and Ireland held by other Gaelic tribes known as the

Britain Scots. The Gael were probably still wholly barbaric.

There were no walled cities in northern Britain, and, indeed, no
towns worthy of the name. The hardy Picts dwelt in tent-
like structures, wore little or no clothing, and relied for food
on hunting, foraging, and fishing. For fishing they used boats
made of wickerwork covered with stretched skins. In war
time —that is, practically all the time— they stained their
bodies with vegetable dyes to make themselves look fierce.
The Britons of the south were more civilized, because of
their trade with the Continent. They had few large settle-
ments, but the inhabitants of each region had “a tract of woody
country surrounded by a wall or high bank and a ditch,” into
which they could retreat with all their possessions in time of
war. At other times they lived in scattered cone-shaped huts
made of poles interwoven with twigs. They wore clothes made
of skins, and cultivated grain for food. They were organized
_into tribes governed by kings, and often several tribes were
banded into a strong confederation. The kings were rather
fighting leaders than administrators, and many of the functions
of government (including the punishment of crime) were in
the hands of the Druids, or priests,—for the Druidic system
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of religion was even more highly developed here than on the Con-
tinent. Its center was the “Holy Island” of Mona (Anglesey),
where the Druids taught worship of nature, of running streams,
of trees, of animals, of the heavenly bodies. Surface mining and
commerce were widely carried on. Rough coins imitating those
imported from Brittany were manufactured by the natives, both
for the purposes of trade and to be worn as ornaments; but
most of the money in circulation was of foreign make. Britain
exported silver, iron, tin, grain, cattle, skins, dogs, and slaves;
and imported metal wares, articles of glass, of pottery, of cloth,
and that indispensable ingredient of food, salt.

The student has now examined the pre-Roman period of
English history, and has hastily surveyed the later develop-
ments of which it was the basis. Scientific evidence g
shows that the island was inhabited in very early times,
even before metal tools were invented. Before the advent of the
Romans, Britain was invaded by at least four races in turn, —
the Ivernians, the Gael, the Britons, and the Belgic Celts, —
each of which was seeking relief, by migration westward, from
the pressure of its more powerful successor. At first civiliza-
tion was of necessity confined alinost wholly to the southern
districts, where farming and grazing were the chief means of
livelihood. These early inhabitants gradually developed simple
tribal institutions, a system of religious worship, and the be-
ginnings of mining and commerce. Also, the student has
noted how the salubrious climate of Britain, its fertile soil,
abundant mineral wealth, and opportunities for securing me-
chanical power were fitted to afford its citizens every possible
advantage in the struggle for existence.

TOPICS

. Sum-

mary

(1) Make a list of the elements which go to make up civilization, Suggestive

as they appear in this chapter. (2) Which of these are essential topics
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only to the higher forms of civilization? (3) What improvements
and inventions were necessary before England could become a
commercial nation ? A nation of manufacturers ? (4) Why can
not Ireland use her extensive ore deposits as advantageously as
England ? () Why is England subject to excessive fogs and fre-
quent brief showers? (6) Do the tides affect her shallow seas
much or little ; and what influence do they have on commerce ?
(7) What counties of England can be reached by way of the
Thames ? of the Humber ? of the Severn? (8) What effect would
the invention of stone weapons have on the food supply of the
paleolithic men? (9) Why was Salisbury Plain the logical site
for the religious center of the early Britons at Stonehenge?
(10) Compare the civilization of the Britons in the time of Casar
with that of the American Indians in the time of Columbus.
(11) Where is the language of the Gael still to be heard ?

(12) Stonehenge and Avebury. (13) The contents of a Celtic
barrow. (14) The origin of the names Britannia, Albion, Hibernia.
(16) The relation of London to the land masses of the earth (use
globe and compasses). (16) The proportion of daylight and dark-
ness in the British Isles in midsummer. Account for the long days,
and show in detail their influence upon the lives of the people.
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CHAPTER IL
THE ROMANS IN BRITAIN (56 B.c.-440 a.D.)

Tur invasion of Britain by Julinus Casar was a natural
result of the Roman practice of sending ambitious ex-officials
of the Republic into honorable exile as governors of dis- 17. Cmsar
tant provinces. Such men had no outlet for their rest- in Britain
less energies except in fighting; and it was thus that (65-54B..)
Cesar as proconsul in Gaul was led first to conquer various
Celtic and Teutonic tribes, and then, on the pretense that the
Gallic Celts were made restless by their kinsmen in Britain, to
attack that island.

In the fall of 55 B.c., Casar crossed the Strait of Dover
with two legions —about seventy-five hundred men —to “ spy
out the land.” Spirited resistance from the natives, and the
wreck of several of his ships on the exposed shore, showed
him that his force was too small for success, and he wisely
hurried back to the Continent. The next year (54 B.c.) he
returned with ten legions of soldiers, a body of cavalry, and
numerous war galleys. Advancing westward through Kent, and
crossing the Thames (probably about twenty miles above
London), he pushed northward as far as the present St. Albans,
hoping to strike terror into the hearts of the native princes
and make them tributaries of the Roman state. His plans,
however, were interrupted by news of trouble in Gaul, and of
political changes at Rome. After a campaign of two months
he withdrew his forces to the Continent, where he soon forgot
Britain in more exciting contests with the Germanic tribes
and with his political enemies at home.

25
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Under the early Roman Emperors, there were three notable
attempts at conquest in Britain.

(1) An expedition was sent out by Claudius in 43 a.p., con-
sisting of about fifty thousand men under the command of
an able general, Aulus Plautius. Advancing from the 18. Con-
southeast and south, Plautius made himself master of questof the
almost the entire basin of the Thames, and of the land '°“5}‘.‘.’,’5‘i’;:
westward to the mouth of the Severn. Later generals (43-50A.D)
pushed the frontier northward and westward, so that by the
middle of the century the Romans controlled the country as
far as the mouths of the Humber and the Dee, and had planted
important fortresses or colonies at Deva (also called Castra
— whence the modern name of Chester), Lindum (Lincoln),
and Camulodunum (Colchester). In the year 61 the Roman
governor Suetonius Paulinus made a cruel and successful attack
on Mona, the holy island of the Druids. Meanwhile the east
was goaded to revolt by the tyranny of the Romans: a war-
rior queen, Boadicea, was publicly flogged like a mere slave
for resisting a tax collector. At her call the Britons rose by
thousands (61 A.p.), and nearly succeeded in recovering con-
trol of the land north of the Thames. Camulodunum was
stormed, and it is said that seventy thousand Romans were
massacred.
‘ Ran the land with Roman slaughter, multitudinous agonies ;

Perigshed many a maid and matron, many a valorous legionary ; T;Z: LZ’C:::

Fell the colony, city, and citadel, London, Verulam, Camulo- lines 84-86

dune.”

Suetonius bravely hurled his scanty forces across Britain
into the very heart of the rebellion. Roman promptness, skill,
and courage proved their superiority over barbaric numbers
and valor; in the decisive battle the Britons were slain by
thousands, and the revolt collapsed.

(2) In 78 A.p., a fresh advance was begun by order of the °
Emperor Vespasian. During the next decade the Roman gen-



28 CONQUESTS OF ENGLAND

eral Agricola extended the Roman dominion on the east of
the Pennine Chain far beyond the Humber, and attempted,
19. Con- by building a line of forts, to hold the territory as far
Quost “(;’;: as the Clyde; but when the Emperor Hadrian visited
208 AD) Britain in 121 A.p., he fixed upon the Solway-Tyne line
as a defensible frontier, and caused a strong wall to be con-
structed there entirely across the island, strengthened with
redoubts and flanked by a military road. Walton, Thirlwall,

Heddon on the Wall, Rutchester, Chesters, Chester Holm —

HADRIAN'S WALL.

what a story do these names of localities between Newcastle
and Carlisle tell of the long history of this.-Roman Wall!

(3) About a century after Hadrian, the Emperor Severus
undertook the conquest of the Pictish tribes of the far north.
Borne by armies which displayed most extraordinary courage
and endurance, the standard of Rome was planted on the ex-
treme northern limit of the island, though at a cost of fifty
thousand men and with no permanent advantage. No attempt
was made to retain the district beyond the Clyde, and even
the region between the Clyde and Hadrian’s Wall proved not
worth the winning.
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HADRIAN'S WALL NEAR CARRAWBOROUGH.

Indeed, the Romans had firm control of but little territory
outside of the great pentagon marked out by the cities of
Eboracum (York), Dover, Porchester, Caerleon, and Ches- g9, Roman
ter. From the beginning the administration was, of ‘“castra”
course, largely military. Frontier fortresses were built com-
manding the passes from the Severn valley eastward. Forti-
fied camps, or castra, were placed at the intersections of all
the important roads, and the part which they played in the
Romanizing of Britain may bhe inferred from the number of
British cities which to-day carry in their names the old Roman
castra —as Leicester, Dorchester, Manchester, Winchester.
There were fifty walled towns, the ground plan of each of
which was based on that of a Roman camp — the city being
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bounded by a square vallum, or rampart, while within were rows
of wooden houses with thatched roofs arranged in rectaugles
like the barracks of the legionary soldiers.
From town to town ran the Roman military roads, following
direct lines, in strong contrast to the winding roads of pre-
21. Roman Roman Britain. Other roads counected the various mili-
roads tary centers with the mining and industrial regions.
Many roads were built to endure for centuries ; the foundations
were of large stones laid in mortar on beaten earth, and over
this in successive strata were placed smnaller stones, gravel,
sand, clay, and a surface dressing. In laying out these roads the
Romans spared no toil, hewing their way through vast forests,
building protecting dikes in the fens of Lincolnshire, draining
the marshes and swamps of Somersetshire, or building cause-
ways across themn on driven pile foundations, bridging streams as
large as the Tyne, and constructing sewers and aqueduects along
the roads in the cities through which they ran. Of all these
roads, the most important were the Watling Street (London
to Chester) and the Fosse Way (Exeter to Lincoln), which
formed upon the breast of the island a huge St. Andrew’s
cross with ,its intersection near Leicester, and made commu-
nication easy between the extremities of the province.
The Roman administration of Britain was very costly.
Military expenses were enormous, and the inhabitants suffered
22. Eco-  8reatly from the Roman policy of draining the resources
nomic con- of conquered provinces for the benefit of the central
ditions . . .
under the  government, and of drafting for foreign service the
Romans sturdiest of the Britons. Grinding taxes were laid on
land, on trade, on inhabitants: a poll tax was laid upon arti-
sans; the duties on imports amounted to one eighth of the
value of the goods; a portion was demanded of all profits
from market sales; large levies of grain were made upon the
landowners as supplies for the troops; rents amounted to from
one tenth to one fifth of the profits of the soil. As the Roman
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Empire declined in power these exactions became greater
and greater, and the general effect of the Roman policy was
to destroy such capital as had accumulated and to check in-
dustry. )
Nevertheless, the Romans hastened the progress of Britain
from barbarism to civilization. The scanty clearings of the
natives gave way to large and well-
tilled farms. One year (357 A.p.)
eight hundred vessels were laden with
British grain for the Rhine legions.
Vast herds of cattle pastured on the
open slopes. Iron, tin, copper, and
lead mines were operated for the
benefit of Roman lessees. The re- :
mains of earthenware vessels, which
abound for a space of twenty miles
. . VASE OF CASTOR WARE.
around the village of Castor, testify to Showing stag hunting.
the activity of the Romans in the Found ina Roman cemetery
manufacture of pottery. near Canterbury.
These remains also show something of the social side of
Roman life in Britain; for depicted on the pottery we find
- representations of boar hunting and stag hunting. But 238. Social
Roman social life was essentially the life of the city, not °::£:,i:::
of the country. The walls of Uriconium inclosed a space Romans
three miles in circuit. When Diocletian reorganized the
Empire (293 A.p.), York, a stronghold at the head of tide water
in the river Quse, became the seat of government for one of
the joint Emperors (August’), and therefore an important
legislative and judicial center. Other cities, like Londinium,
Caerleon, and Camulodunum, developed into commercial cen-
ters of great importance. Coins were struck at first to com-
memorate the victories of the earlier Emperors in Ruitain,
and later to promote commerce. Some bear the mint mark
“P[ecunia] Lon[diniensis]” (“ money of London”) and others
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the proud inseription ¢ Viet[oria] Brit[annica].” Temples
were built to Jupiter, to Mars, and to the “ Genius of Britain.”
Christian churches, too, were built, as the new faith spread
through the Empire under the tolerant Constantine. Baths
with tessellated floors and frescoed walls, theaters and amphi-

ROMAN THEATER AT VERULAMIUM, EXHUMED IN 1847 AND 1869.
It was 193 feet in diameter, with frescoed plaster walls.

theaters, tiled roofs, mosaic pavements, and devices for heating
houses, all testify to the wealth and luxury of the upper
classes; and schools of literature and of oratory show that the
Romans in their new abode indulged the tastes brought from

their native land.
During the fourth century Rome’s power was steadily de-
clining, because of the decay of good government at home,
24. End of and the enormous strain of defending the frontiers. In
the Roman Britain, the Picts and the Scots, issuing from their north-
control ern and western strongholds, made repeated raids upon
the outlying Roman fortresses; and from the remains of
burned villas we may conclude that the Romans had contin-
ually to reconquer the island from its original owners. To a
“Duke of the Britains” (Dux Britanniarum) was intrusted the
defense of the Wall, and to a “ Count of Britain” the supervi-
sion of administration. Meanwhile, in the year 364, the first
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Saxon band of raiders appeared on the eastern coast of Britain,
and soon a “Count of the Saxon Coast” (Comes Litoris Sazx-
onici) had to be appointed. ’

Two causes finally compelled the Romans to abandon
Britain: (1) mutinies among the troops in Gaul, and (2) the
invasion of Italy by the Visigoths under Alaric. In 383 the
general Maximus, who aspired to be Emperor, led his troops
from Britain into Gaul; in 402 the Vandal chief Stilicho, to
whom the Emperor had intrusted the defense of Italy, with-
drew a legion for use against Alaric; in 409 a second usurper,
Constantius, led the Roman forces remaining in Britain across
the Channel to fight his battles in Gaul. In the following
year came the closing event in the drama. An appeal of the
Roman officials in Britain for aid against the barbarians was
refused by the Emperor Honorius, and the island was aban-
doned to its fate (410).

The Roman officials continued to exert a shadowy control
for a time, but no strong government existed. The assaults of
barbaric Picts and Scots were no longer repelled, since 5. Fate of
the Duke of the Britains was helpless without the the Britons
Roman garrisons ; many of the Roman colonists deserted the
island ; and the natives had lost their power of resistance to
the savages through their long subjection to Rome’s iron rule.

“ At last the Britons, forsaking their cities and wall, took to
flight and were dispersed. Thus, being expelled their Bede,
dwellings and possessions, they saved themselves from ﬁclcgf‘:;‘::;"
starvation by robbing and plundering one another, adding b&. 4. ch. 22
to the calamities occasioned by foreigners, by their own domes-
tic broils, till the whole country was left destitute of food
except such as could be procured in the chase.” A doubtful
legend tells how Vortigern, the ruler of Kent, in the year 449
invited Hengist and Horsa, leaders of certain Teutonic tribes,
to aid him against the Picts and the Scots. Whether this be
true or not, the invasion of Kent by the Jutes, under their
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leadership, about the middle of the fifth century, marks the
beginning of a new period in British history.

It was five hundred years after Casar’s landing at Dover,
before the first permanent band of Teutonic invaders landed at
26. Sum- the mouth of the Thames. During those five centuries
mary barbarism gave way to civilization in southeastern Brit-
ain; but the new masters of the soil remained an alien
class, which lived chiefly in walled towns
and maintained its power only by an
overwhelming display of military force,

recruited largely from the Continent.
Thus made secure, the conquerors
transformed the entire face of the coun-
try through their genius for engineering
and industry. Their roads, camps,
dikes, ramparts, and ports influenced
the development of Britain in after
years, and their zealous search for
mineral and agricultural wealth dis-
closed many of the treasures of the soil.
But their activity was wholly selfish,
and when their overgrown political
RoMaN GrAve SuaB.  gtructure at last toppled from its own
Found at York. weight, Britain was one of the earliest
portions of the empire to fall away from the mass. Mean-
while the native inhabitants had become unfitted by slavery
tq perpetuate the civilization bequeathed to them, and Britain
was now to become the prize of the freedom-loving Teutonic

peoples.

TOPICS

Suggestive (1) Why did Rome eagerly seek to conquer countries rich in
topics mineral and agricultural wealth?  Suggest physical, political,
economic reasons. (2) Why did Cesar march so far westward
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before crossing the Thames ? (3) Do you consider Casar’s second
campaign in Britain a success ? (4) Why was York, rather than
London, the residence of one of the Augusti ? (6) Why do modern
railroads follow the lines of old Roman roads? (6) Why were
the Roman roads called ‘* highways ' by their Anglo-Saxon suc-
cessors ? (7) Explain the historical bearing of the title Comes
Litoris Saconici. (8) Trace the route of the earliest Saxon
pirates from their homes to British shores. (9) Why were the
Romans unwise in laying duties upon imports into Britain ?
(10) Trace the causes of the downfall of Roman power in Britain.

(11) Cesar's successes in Gaul and his failures in Britain.
(12) The Teutonic tribes as described by Cwsar and Tacitus.
(13) A comparison of Cwmsar’s method of warfare with that of
the Britons. (14) The wall of Hadrian ; its location, structure,
defenses. (15) Roman remains in some British towns. (16) A
list of towns named from castra (-caster, -chester, -cester) in
Britain; in New England. (17) Why was the Roman imperial
system impracticable on 8o large a scale ?
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CHAPTER IIL
CELTS AGAINST TEUTONS (4490-827)

AccorpiINa to the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle (§ 67) the first per-

manent Teutonic settlers on British soil were bands of Jutes

27. The who landed on the island of Thanet in the year 449.

Teutonic ~ From that time onward, numerous swarms of Teutons

invasions  f5m the shores of the Baltic and the North Sea crossed

over to Britain and settled there. The prime reasons for these

invasions must be sought in the westward pressure exerted

by the various nigrating races in the north of Europe and in

the opportunities for easy conquest afforded by the disorgan-

ized and dispirited peoples in Britain. For four centuries the

strong arm of Rome had held in check the migratory move-

ment described in § 14, the Teutonic Franks being stopped at

the Rhine, and their Saxon kinsmen being forced northward

to the Baltic coast. Now that this arm was paralyzed, the
westward movement was renewed with added strength.

The newcomers possessed certain barbaric virtues in a high

degree. The chief of these was valor, a quality which they

28. Charac. showed equally while hunting wolves, wild boars, and

terofthe  bears in the German forests, while pursuing the walrus

lnvaders  ,;d the whale upon the turbulent northern waters, and

while carrying on wars of conquest. Cowardice they punished

Sidonius ~ With death. “When you see their rowers,” writes the

fe’;‘:il"_’:‘;';’,; bishop of a Gallic diocese, “you may make up your mind

officer of the that every one of them is an arch pirate, with such won-

2:;:’2‘;{)“‘ derful unanimity do all of them at once command, obey,

470 A.D. teach, and learn their business of brigandage. Your foe

is of all foes the fiercest.” They werc a rough, cruel, hard-
36
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fighting, hard-drinking race; yet they far surpassed the
Romans in their capacity for developing the finer human
sentiments, —respect for womanhood, appreciation of the
sublime and the beautiful aspects of nature, and susceptibility
to tenderness and pathos. Furthermore, they possessed a love

THE ORIGINAL HOMES OF THE ANGLO-SAXONS.

of country life which led them to leave desolate the great cities
founded by the Romans, and settle in scattered rural commu-
nities. It is these qualities that have made the English people
peculiarly a race of home makers, while at the same time
they are enterprising and audacious in seeking fields of activ-
ity in lands even more undeveloped than was Britain at the
landing of the Anglo-Saxons in 449.
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The invaders were an imaginative race, but their supersti-
tions were not degrading; on the contrary, their belief that
the operations of nature were due to divine beings was

gion of the distinctly ennobling. Thor, their god of the clements,
Teutons  jike the Roman Jupiter, caused the thunder and light-

ning of the summer storms; Frea, their deity of peace, joy, and
fruitfulness, caused life and growth in plant and animal;
Eastre, their goddess of the dawn and of the spring, caused
the revival of vegetation after its apparent destruction in
winter. These and Woden, god of war and boundaries, and
Tiu, deity of the sky, have left their names embodied in our
common English names, Thursday, Friday, Easter, Wednes-
day, Tuesday. The Anglo-Saxons had also numerous minor
gods, which, indeed, were the chief deities of the common
people. To their imaginations, the malarial swamps were the
homes of huge fen-monsters; dwarfs lurked in the barrows;
“water-nixies ” and fairies peopled the glens and pools; and
“weirds” occupied the border ground between the super-
natural and the human.

Before their appearance in Britain, the Teutons had already
developed a crude political system. In any tribe, the body of

30. Teu- fighting men, including youths of fifteen years and up-

tonic tribal
organiza-

tion

ward, formed a “ war host” which was led by a military
chief called an ealdorman. The tribe had also a politi-
cal head, or king, who claimed descent from Woden, and there-
fore ruled as it were “by divine right,” but his authority
depended also upon the sanction of the tribe. There were at
least two social classes, distinguished by accident of birth.
The eorls were persons of noble blood, the ceorls were simple
freemen. At that time a ceorl could not become an eorl, be-
cause he could not alter his ancestry, but he might become
an ealdorman by brilliant achievements in war. A unique
class, distinguished not by blood but by profession, were the
gesiths (companies). These were men who attached them-
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selves to a king or an ealdorman, acted as his bodyguard and
his comrades, and — since they made fighting their sole occu-
pation — were dependent on him even for food and clothes.
On this latter account, he became known as their Zlaford,
or lord (bread-giver). So close was the bond between lord

THE ' LORD"” A8 THE ‘' BREAD-GIVER."”

From an Anglo-Saxon manuscript.

and gesith, that it was considered a disgrace if the latter came
away alive from the field on which his chief had fallen.
The most important custom prevailing among the Teutons

was that of deciding in concert all matters of common in- 31. The
terest. “ About minor matters the chiefs deliberate; about n;f:;"‘;‘;‘:
the more important, the entire tribe. Their freedom tem
causes this disadvantage, that they do not meet all at one Tacitus,

. . Germania,
time, or as they are bidden, but two or three days are ix.

wasted through their tardiness in assembling. When the mul-
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titude see fit to do so, they seat themselves in full armor.
Then the king or the chief, according to age, birth,.distinction
in war, or eloquence, is heard — more because he has influence
to persuade than because he has the authority to command.
If his sentiments displease them, they reject them by mur-
muring; if they are satisfied, they brandish their spears.”
By such “folk-moots” as these were developed the Teutonic
spirit of freedom and of loyalty to a chosen leader.

Within a half century after 449, three bands of invaders
became masters of most of the territory south of the Thames.
(1) The first band, composed of Jutes, with great diffi-  82. Con-
culty forced their way through Kent until they were '%::;:::
checked by the Andredsweald, an impenetrable forest of Britain
oak and beech extending along the present Wealden Heights.
(2) Soon afterwards, a band of Saxons landed near the present
Southampton and forced its way eastward toward the same
barrier. (3) Near the end of the century another band of
Saxons, led by the celebrated Cerdic, landed on the Solent,
pushed their way into Wiltshire, and founded the kingdom
of Wessex. There, for a hundred years, their energies were
occupied with the fierce effort to drive back the Britons.
The British fortress of Old Sarum, commanding the sacred

SITE OF THE OLD FORT OF SARUM.
Fortified area was 27 acres, girded by a ditch and a vallum (rampart).
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Salisbury Plain, was taken by these West Saxons in 552. On
the heights of Deorham, overlooking the Severn valley, the
allied kings of the Britons made their final but fruitless stand
in 577. Three British kings were killed, the allied forces were
put to rout, and the West Saxons gained possession of Bristol,
Bath, Cirencester, and Gloucester, thus driving the Britons
beyond the Severn.
During this sixth century, the Angles (North-folk and South-
folk) were taking possession of Britain between the Stour
83. Teu- and the Humber. Of this movement we have no records,
::;‘:.“m’- but archazological remains and place names indicate that
north of the the invaders came in great numbers and were very
Thames widely dispersed over the district. South of these, a
small body of Saxons, perhaps attracted by the wealth of
Colchester, occupied and settled what is now the county of
Essex.
The district north of the Humber, called Northumbria,
evidently fell into the possession of two bands of Angles.
One built up the kingdom of Bernicia in the Tweed valley;
the other, advancing up the Yorkshire Ouse, took possession
of the magnificent Roman citadel of York, and made it the
center of the kingdom of Deira. Meanwhile numerous pio-
neers moved up the Trent to its head waters, — thirty tribes
are known to have won locations in mid-Britain, —and south
of the Peak of Derbyshire they later founded the mid-Anglian
kingdom of Mercia, so called because of its position on the
“march,” or boundary, between the newcomers and the main
body of native Britons to the west.
The Britons, whom the invaders oddly misnamed ¢ the
Welsh” (foreigners), still held the western half of the island,
34. Pailure south of the Firth of Forth, in three districts called
to conquer \Vest Wales, North Wales, and Strathclyde. The strong-
Wales holds of Bristol and Chester controlled the communication
between North Wales and the other two districts, aud after the
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battle of Deorham (577) the West Welsh were isolated from
their kinsmen. Not many years later, forces from Northum-
bria captured Chester, thus isolating Strathclyde and making
forever impossible the union of the Britons into a strong
nation. Each of the three groups, however, long remained
master of its own territory: it was more than two centuries
before Strathclyde was reduced to the dimensions shown on
the map (p. 40), and before West Wales was conquered by
Wessex; and for more than four centuries all attempts of the
Anglo-Saxons to conquer North Wales ended in failure.

Of the desperate struggle of the Britons to preserve their
national existence we know only through the myths and
legends of the Welsh bards and myth-telling historians. The
most notable of these, the legends of the Round Table, deal
especially with the exploits of a half-mythical champion of
Welsh liberties, King Arthur, son of the wholly mythical
Uther Pendragon. Arthur’s real achievements are hopelessly
buried in the mass of fable that has gathered about his name.
“He in twelve set battles discomfited the Saxons,” says Sir
Richard Baker’s Chronicle of the Kings of England, “but in
one most memorable; in which, girding himself with his
sword ‘Calibourn,” he flew upon his enemies and with his
own hand slew eight hundred of them: which is but one of
his own wonderful deeds.”

The Anglo-Saxon conquest was very bloody and destructlve
Flourishing cities like Anderida (Pevensey), Verulamium, and

Chester were wholly destroyed. The language of the 35. Destruc-

Britons —except a few homely words (such as ¢ gown,”
“mop,” “pitcher””) used by women and slaves — ceased
to be heard. Roman law almost disappeared. Christianity
persisted only among the unconquered Britons of western
Britain. Elsewhere the natives were expelled, annihilated, or
enslaved. The Picts, whose raids had led to the introduction
of the Teutons into Britain, could make no effective stand

tive effects
of the con-

quest



Bede, and effects. “Public
Ecclesiasti- 3
cal History, 5 well as private

bk.i.ch. 15 structures,” he says,
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against the invaders, and by the end of the sixth century were
driven beyond the Firth of Forth. There they founded a
strong kingdom, but soon found new enemies in a body of Scots
from Ireland, who founded
a rival kingdom just north
of the Firth of Clyde.

The description of the
conquest written by the
Venerable Bede sets forth
graphically its character

-
NTLCaIgfo kg,

“were overturned; the
priests were everywhere
slain before the altars; the
prelates and the people,
without any respect of per-
sons, were destroyed with
fire and sword; nor was
there any to bury those who had been thus cruelly slaughtered.
Some of the miserable remainder, being taken in the mountains,
were butchered in heaps. Others, spent with hunger, came
forth and submitted themselves to the enemy for food, being
destined to undergo perpetual servitude if they were not killed
even upon the spot.”

While Christianity was thus being destroyed in southeastern
Britain, there was growing up in the north an imported Celtic

NORTH BRITAIN, 600-900 A.D.

86. The  branch of the Christian Church. About the year 432,

Celtic
Church in

Saint Patrick, then a monk of Tours in France, was sent

thenorth by Pope Celestine to Ireland as a missionary. He is said

to have consecrated four hundred and fifty missionary bishops,
to have caused the erection of three hundred and sixty-five
churches, to have spread the knowledge of the Scriptures, and
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to have founded numerous schools. Irish Christianity, thus
created, always preserved an essentially missionary type, and
early set itself the task of converting the Picts and Scots of
northwestern Britain. One of the Irish missionaries, called
Saint Columba, founded a famous monastery at Iona, an island
off the west coast of Scotland (563), and the next half cen-
tury was devoted by Irish and Scottish missionaries to building
up the Christian Church in north Britain.
Almost at the end of the sixth century, the Latin or parent
Church gained a new foothold in the south. In the year 597,
a monk named Augustine was commissioned by Pope 87. The
Gregory I. to attempt the conversion of the Anglo- Churlé‘l‘qu:
Saxons. At this time King Ethelbert of Kent had mar-  the south
ried a Frankish princess, Bertha, who was a Christian; and
therefore when Augustine with forty
assistants landed in the island of
Thanet, he was permitted to preach
and conduct services in Canterbury.
It is hard to imagine a more im-
pressive sight than this group of
devoted Christians, marching into
the future capital of British Christ-
endom, with upraised crucifix, chant-
ing in solemn litany the phrases
which mark the world-wide differ-
ence between the barbaric and the Christian conception of
life: “We beseech Thee, O Lord, in all Thy mercy, that Bede,
Thy anger and wrath be turned away from this city, cf;’ll;z?t?r;;:
and from all Thy Holy House, because we have sinned.” bk. i. ch. 25.
To the barbarians of Kent, the scene, made gorgeous with all
the Roman civil and ecclesiastical symbolisin, must have been
deeply impressive. The conversion of King Ethelbert soon
took place, and the first English archbishopric was estab-
lished at Canterbury. Within a few years missionaries had

8ax0N FONT, CANTERBURY.
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converted all southwestern Britain to the new faith. The
Welsh bishops, however, rejected the attempts of Augustine to
bring them under the authority of Canterbury.

CHURCH OF ST. PETER AND ST. PAUL, GLASTONBURY.

Reputed to be on a site consecrated by Joseph of Arimathea, gnardian of the
Holy Grail.

Throughout the entire century and a half of migration and
conquest, the various tribes were gradually working out a new
88. con-  Political system based on Teutonic ideas. At first, many
structive  ealdormen became kings, having earned their higher
of the title by skillful leadership, f)ravery in battle, and organ-
comquest  jzing ability. In their various kingdoms, the ancient
folkmoots and the council of chiefs took on a definite form of
procedure, and a rude system of laws grew up. Later these
petty kingdoms, after much warfare among themselves, became
united under overlords, who frequently assumed the old Roman
title of Dux Britanniarum (Duke of the Britains) or its Saxon
equivalent, “ Bretwalda.” Thus went on an evolutionary pro-
cess tending to secure the “survival of the fittest” among the
warring states.
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By the year 600 this process had resulted in raising seven
states — the socalled Saxon Heptarchy —into a position
of importance. Four of these — Kent, Sussex, Essex, and
East Anglia — were cramped within rigid natural boundaries ;
the other three — Northumbria (formed by the union of
Bernicia and Deira), Mercia, and Wessex — were free to
expand, and it was therefore natural that these states should
absorb those less favorably situated, and should then fight
with one another for supremacy.

The first accretion was about Northumbria, whose king
Edwin (617-633) drove back the Picts as far as Edinburgh
(Edwin’s fortress), wrested territory from the Welsh, g9 pr,.
forced his overlordship upon Wessex, and formed an dominance
alliance with Kent. His marriage with King Ethel- m‘,’fm’:&ﬁ
bert’s daughter led to his acceptance of Christianity, (617-633)
and his conversion involved the conversion of the nation.

The heathen high priest, Coifi, mounted a horse, rode to the

pagan temple, hurled his spear into its sacred precints, Bede,
and ordered it to be burned to the ground. Northumbria cEaf%:':)’r‘y‘:

was rapidly Christianized, and an archbishopric was bk. ii. ch. 13
established at York. ‘

Edwin, now at the height of his power, affected great state.
He assumed the title of Bretwalda because of his Welsh con-
quests, carried a spear adorned with a tuft of feathers as a sort
of scepter, and caused a standard always to be borne before
him. His pride, however, went before a fall; for by his con-
quests he had created an enemy in Cadwallon, the most power-
ful of the Welsh chiefs, and another in Penda, king of Mercia.

The struggle with these enemies was in essence a con- .0 o
test between paganism and Christianity. ¢Penda was Mercia and

an idolater, and a stranger to the name of Christ; but Konh::;
Cadwallon, though he bore the name and professed him- Bede,
Ecclesiasti-

self a Christian, was so barbarous in his disposition and ./ gisrory,
behavior that he spared neither the female sex nor the bk.ii. ch. 20
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innocent age of children, but with savage cruelty put them
to tormenting deaths, ravaging all the country for a long time,
and resolving to cut off all the race of the English within the
borders of Britain.” For thirty years Penda strove to conquer
Northumbria. King Edwin was slain at Heathfield (633),
and his successor Oswald at Maserfield (642); the missionaries
from the south fled back to Kent, but others from Columba’s
monastery at lona (§ 36) took their places and kept alive
the flame of Christianity, while Deira was devastated by the
barbarians. Bernicia, although harried by raids, clung to its
independence; and finally, in the battle of Winwaedsfield,
near the present Leeds (653), King Oswy annihilated a Mer-
cian force three times his own in numbers. The north was
saved to Christianity, and Northumbria was again supreme.

In the year 652 Wilfrid of Lindisfarne, a monk trained in
the school of Columba, traveled to Rome, and after six years

4. Th returned to Northumbria filled with enthusiasm over the

conflictof idea of more perfect uniformity of discipline between

churches  Rome and the church in other countries: and his return
precipitated the question whether the clergy of the Celtic
Church should consent to become absorbed into the elaborate
and complex system centering in Rome; and whether, if they
should prefer not to do this, their rites and the ordinations
performed by their bishops would be technically valid.

The clergy were also in doubt whether certain of their prac-
tices were orthodox. There was disagreement as to the correct
method of shaping the priestly tonsure — a matter of no small
importance, because the tonsure was held to be an inheritance
from apostolic times, and its shape was thought to be sym-
bolic. And again, there was disagreement as to the correct
method of computing the date for Easter. The Celtic Church
was using the traditional formula which it had received
from the earlier missionaries; the Latin Church was using
a later formula based on more thorough astronomical knowl-
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edge, preserved and registered in the decrees of the Council
of Nice. -

To settle the question of orthodoxy, King Oswy, the victor
of Winwaedsfield, called a grand synod at Whitby in the year
664. Bishop Colman, from Columba’s monastery at Iona, 43, Victory
was spokesman for the Celtic branch; Wilfrid champi- of the Latin
oned the Roman claims. Oswy and his Witan (councilors Charch
or wise men) are said to have been influenced by the fear that

ABBEY OF WHITBY.

should they decide against Rome, which traced its claims to
Saint Peter, the latter, holding the keys of heaven, would Bede,
not admit them when they claimed entrance there after ﬁf"l’;:;‘:;l"
death. Whatever their motive, the decision was given bk. ii. ch. 25
for the Roman Church. Colman, with all his Irish and thirty
of his English followers, departed for Ireland, and the
English Church fell wholly under the control of Rome.

The significance and importance of this event can hardly be
exaggerated. Adherence to the Latin branch of the church
meant union with civilized Europe, the development of the
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literature, the arts, and the systems of law previlent on the

Continent; a victory for the Celtic Church would have acted

like another barbaric invasion to delay the progress of civili-

zation in the island. Four years after Whitby, Theodore of

Tarsus was deputed by the Pope to organize the Church of

England in harmony with that of Rome, and the country was

divided into dioceses and parishes of the type described in

§§ 108, 109. The Roman authorities wisely avoided a conflict

with local prejudices: Englishmen were made bishops and

archbishops; the administrative divisions of the church were

made to follow the lines of the English shires; and the entire
organization was adapted to the conditions already existing.

Mercia quickly recovered from the disaster of Winwaeds-

field. Under Penda’s son she first revolted from Northumbria,

43. Pre.  and then extended her power to the south and west, while

::";:_';:9 Northumbria’s short-lived glory ended when her king

under Offa Egfrith was defeated by the Picts and Scots at Nectans-

(768-798)  mere (685). The most glorious period in Mercian history

was that covered by the reign of King Offa, from 758 to 796. By

his victories over the Welsh

beyond the Severn,! and

later by the conquest of

wunr——— o~ Fggex, Kent, and Wessex

north of the Thames, he

extended his sway over ter-

SILVER PENNY OF OFFA, T57 A.D. ritory occupied by twenty-

“ Offa Rex.” “‘Ethelnoth.” three modern English

(Offa, king.) (The moneyer’s name.) counties. To hold the

Welsh in check he caused the erection of the so-called Offa’s

Dike, a defensive rampart or earthwork extending from near

the mouth of the Dee southward for a distance of nearly eighty

miles, to the river Wye.

11t is interesting to note that while Offa was subduing the British peoples
west of the Severn, Charlemagne was engaged in conquering their kinsmen
in Brittany.
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But conquest formed only a small part of Offa’s achieve-
ments. Ambitious, intelligent, statesmanlike, he did more than
any previous monarch to create a unified British kingdom. He
partly codified the laws, and enforced order among both Eng-
lish and Welsh; he aided the growth of commerce by improv-
ing the coinage; and by closing the port of London to Frankish
vessels, he forced the mighty Charlemagne (then master of
western Europe) to grant satisfactory trade privileges to Eng-
lish merchants. Indeed, it was his perception of the impor-
tance of commerce that had led him to undertake the conquest
of the states which controlled the Thames, the Severn, and the
Solent. But the composite state thus created quickly fell
apart when Offa’s strong hand was removed.

At the beginning of the ninth century there was residing at
the court of Charlemagne a Kentish prince named Egbert, who
had laid claim to the throne of Wessex and had been  44. Final
driven into exile by his rival. In 802 Egbert returned % Prues?
to Britain with the countenance of both Charlemagne and 827)
the Pope, and established himself as king of Wessex. He
soon became ambitious for
wider sway. By the con-
quest of Cornwall in the
year 823, after an eight
years’ fight, he made safe
his left flank. He then
-attacked Mercia; and his
victories not only reduced
that country to submission,
but so terrified the princes of Northumbria that they yielded to
him without a contest. Their representatives met him with an
embassy, and saluted him as their overlord. Thenceforth the
headship of the kings of Wessex was acknowledged by practi-
cally all of the Teutonic peoples of Britain, and with this date,
827, properly begins the history of the English nation.

SiLvER PENNY OF EGBERT, ABoUT 827.
¢ Aegcbearh[t] Rex.” ¢ Werneard Monet.”
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On the Continent, during the period 449-827, the other
migrating tribes of Teutonic stock went through a similar

45. Con-  cycle of experiences, but on a larger scale. They over-

“mpom . . . . .
European threw the Roman imperial power in what is now Ger:

history many and France, but, unlike their kinsmen in Britain,

they preserved many Roman elements in their language, laws,
and civil and social organization. As in England, one tribe,
the Franks, extended its sway over its weaker neighbors, and
it created a consolidated monarchy under the rule of Charle-
magne. Among these tribes, also, Christianity gained ac-
ceptance; but on the Continent church and state became
cemented in a union far closer than in England; for in the
year 800 the Pope created a second “ Roman Empire” by
crowning Charlemagne Emperor on Christmas day in Saint
Peter’s Church at Rome.

Between the years 449 and 827, Britain, like western
Europe, was one vast battlefield, on which invading Teutonic

46. sum. tribes fought first with the native races and then with one

mary

another for the most valuable districts, and for political
supremacy. The Celts maintained a separate existence only
among the mountains of northern Scotlatd, Strathelyde,
Wales, and Cornwall. The invaders overran the rest of
Britain, and created various kingdoms, among which Wessex,
the most favorably situated for domination, ultimately became
supreme, while Kent, Essex, Northumbria, and the rest sank
to the level of administrative divisions, ruled at first by kings
who had acknowledged the king of Wessex as their overlord,
and later by officers called ealdormen.

Meanwhile heathen Britain was becoming Christianized ;
an elementary political system was being evolved; and, most
important of all, there was growing up in Wessex a state strong
enough to defend the vitally important valley of the Thames
during the coming Scandinavian invasion.
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TOPICS

(1) Contrast the motives and the methods of the Romans in
utilizing the resources of Britain with those of the Teutonic invad- %!
ers. (2) What names of English counties are evidently derived
from Teutonic tribes ? (3) Compare the religion of the Teutons
with that of the Romans. (4) Why did the newcomers allow the
Roman cities, so expensively built and fortified, to fall into ruin ?
(5) Do you judge that the Angles or the Saxons were the more nu-
merous among the invaders, and from what evidence ? (6) What
evidence is there in Britain and on the Continent which indicates
that the Angles were the more consolidated tribe ? (7) Compare
Hadrian's system of frontier defense with Offa’s. (8) What is
the derivation of Cornwall ? of Strathciyde ?  (9) What effect did
Egbert's residence at Charlemagne’s court probably have on his
ideas of empire? (10) Trace in the genealogical tables (pp. 73,
etc.) the descent of King Edward VII. from Egbert. (11) How
does it happen that the Welsh and Irish of the present day call
the people of England ** Saxons’ instead of Englishmen ?

(12) The legend of Hengist and Ilorsa. (13) The Story of Beo-
wulf as an expression of Teutonic character. (14) The significa-
tion of -ham, -wick, -ton, -ea, -brildge, -ford, -borough, -stead, in
names of English villages. (156) The Welsh myths of the Round
Table in English literature. (16) How Pope Gregory became in-
terested in the conversion of England. (17) The career of Saint
Patrick.
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CHAPTER 1IV.
EARLY ENGLISH INSTITUTIONS

MosT of the permanent features of Anglo-Saxon civilization
may be traced back to the period described in the preceding
chapter. Throughout all subsequent English history the 4.
chief factors in English national life were to remain of English
(1) the state, (2) the church, and (3) a social organization ineHtutions
based on the possession of land. The Teutonic practice of
discussing matters of common interest in * moots ” was the
germ from which developed the representative system of gov-
ernment that England has given to the world; the Teutonie
councils of chiefs and “wise men” foreshadowed the privy
councils, cabinets, and parliaments of modern times; the
unique Teutonic device of making the monarchy elective, but
only within a certain family, still prevails in the United
Kingdom, over which the sovereign rules “by hereditary
right and by the choice of the people.” For these reasons,
it is desirable at this point to examine in detail some of the
institutions which grew up under Egbert and his immediate
successors.

The basis of the Anglo-Saxon political system, as of the
Norman feudal system which was later engrafted upon it,
was landownership. Apparently, during the period of 48. The
invasion, a portion of the land seized by a conquering  state and
tribe was reserved for the state, and other portions were ~ ‘heland
allotted to individuals as a reward for their services during
the conquest. The largest share, of course, fell to the king;
but each warrior of noble blood received generous estates for

66
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the support of himself and his followers; and each fighting
freeman received an allotment proportionate either to his serv-
ices or to the needs of his family.  The customary unit allot-
ment for a freeman (called a “hide” of land) was probably
about thirty-three acres.

Under Egbert and his successors the bond between land and
rank became very close, and definite proportions were fixed

49. Caste between rank and landholding. (1) The gesiths, who at

m:np;f first lived with their chief and needed no land, now
ship developed into a lower landed aristocracy, but they still

owed military service to the king. Curiously enough, they

assumed a more humble title as their dignity increased, and

were now known as thegns, or ¢servants.” Soon, any

ceorl who held five hides of land was held to be “of thegn-

right worthy.” (2) The thegn who came to own forty hides

might even become “of eorl-right worthy””; for the wars of

supremacy had confused and partly obliterated mere distinc-

tions of blood. (3) No one could become an ealdorman who

did not hold forty hides. (4) The ethelings,” or immediate

kindred of the kings, held still larger estates. (5) The king

possessed vast crown “demesnes,” or estates, both for his own

support and as a source

from which he might

reward his followers.

(6) Below the freemen

was a large non-land-

holding class, probably

sprung largely from con-

quered races. Most of

its members were serfs

bound to labor on a

particular estate, occupying land for which they paid rent in
labor or in produce; others were mere slaves.

While every lord of an estate was responsible for the govern-

WooDEN PrLow.
From a Saxon calendar of the tenth century.
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ment of his domains, the affairs of the nation were in the hands
of the king and his Witan (councilors or wise men). Any
etheling might succeed to the throne, if accepted by the 9. powers
Witan and crowned by the Archbishop of Canterbury on of the king
his solemn oath to “ govern in accordance with right and cus-
tom.” In the king’s hand, lay the appointment of all publio
servants of the nation. He regulated trade through customs
duties, market dues, and monopolies, and he was in a limited
way the preserver of public order and the fount of justice; yet .
his more important edicts had the force of law only when
ratified by the ¢ counsel and consent” of the Witan. As
most public matters were settled in the various moots, many
of the royal edicts were erely records and amendments of
existing customs regarding fines, punishments, and the general
administration of justice. Among other things, Alfred (890)
legislated about treason, Edward (920) about social privileges,
— for instance, scholars and enterprising merchants were
made thegn-worthy, —and Edgar (959) about uniform coin-
age and measures.

Important actions like the declaration of war and the grant-
ing of land had to be ratified in the Witenagemote (assembly
of the Witan), which included (1) the ethelings, (2) the , ..
ealdormen or eorls,—for the two classes were now be- Witenage-
coming merged through the customary appointment of X%
eorls to the position of ealdormen, — (3) the bishops (§ 109), and
(4) the king’s thegns or personal followers. The assumption
of power by the Witenagemote in place of the folkmoot prob--
ably came about by insensible degrees, and for purely practical
reasons. Ordinary men, though entitled to vote in the folk-
moot, were loath to leave their work and journey, at some
expense, to a distant meeting; hence they shirked responsi-
bility, while the officers of church and state and the great
landholders had to assume it. The Witenagemote met twice
(later thrice) a year, at Easter, (Whitsuntide), and Christmas;
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but after the union of the kingdoms (827), it rapidly became a
mere agency for registering the king’s will.

The royal revenue consisted (1) of the king’s own income
from his crown demesnes, (2) of the feorm, or tribute paid

52. Public Dby landholders as a condition of their tenure of the soil,

finance and (3) of the king’s share of the fines and fees collected
by the royal officers of justice. The king received no salary
from a state treasury, nor, indeed, was state finance in the
modern sense possible, since no corresponding system of taxa-
tion had been created. The great public expenditures required
in a modern state—for salaries, public education, highways
and water ways, international relations, national defense,
internal police, etc. —had no direct counterpart in the Anglo-
Saxon system ; all of them that were then deemed indispen-
sable were provided from the king’s private purse, or through
the trinoda necessitas (triple obligation) laid upon every land--
holder (1) to keep roads and bridges in repair, (2) to maintain
fortresses, and (3) to do military service when summoned by
the king or ealdorman.

For administrative purposes, the land was divided into
shires, hundreds, townships or boroughs, and estates. The

53. Organi- earlier shires, such as Kent, Sussex, Essex, and Middle-

sationof  sex, were often kingdoms which had been absorbed by

shires more powerful states during the process of unification.
Later shires (e.g. Derbyshire) were districts each dominated by
some fortified stronghold, and therefore erected into a shire
under the government of the owner of the fortress. Each
shire was ruled by an ealdorman as military leader, and by a
sheriff as the king’s fiscal agent and legal representative within
theé shire.

Several shires were frequently placed under the same ealdor-
man, but each had its own sheriff, through whom were issued
all proclamations, summonses to the various moots, and other
official communications to the inhabitants of the shire. Mat-
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ters of common interest to all the inhabitants were discnussed
and settled through a shire moot, or meeting of all landowners
in the shire, which was called twice a year (in May and in Octo-
ber). At these moots the ealdorman was present to declare the
secular law, and the bishop to declare the ecclesiastical law.

In most shires the smaller divisions were called * hundreds,”
a name the origin of which is not clearly known. The
hundred was governed through its hundred moot, which, 4 Hun.
in the earliest times, every head of a family was com- dreds
pelled to attend on penalty of a fine. As the number of
inhabitants increased, each town within the hundred sent its
reeve (or steward), its parish priest, and four householders
to act in its behalf — an arrangement which foreshadowed the
modern system of representation. In five of the shires the
minor divisions were called ¢ wapentakes” instead of hundreds.

The political units within the hundreds were the “town-
ships,” each consisting originally of a collection of tillers of the
soil bound together by neighborhood and common interest. 85. Town.
Some of these townships were governed by the reeve of  ships and
the local landlord, but others gradually attained self-  P°Toushs
government under an elected reeve, and regulated their
internal affairs in town moots in accordance with “by-laws”
enacted by themselves. The more important townships natu-
rally provided themselves with permanent defenses in the
shape of a wall, a stockade, or a rampart and ditch, and were
then known as “burghs,” or “boroughs.” Upon the township
governments rested the responsibility of executing within their
limits the decrees of the hundred and shire moots, and of en-
forcing the common law (§ 56) of the locality. Thus the citi-
zens of a township learned to recognize the value of public
discussion and of the free expression of opinion, and devel-
oped a sentiment of loyalty to the common law which they
had had some share in creating.

The student should remember that in the time of Egbert
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no national code of laws existed. The laws of the time were
hardly more than precepts applicable to the simplest and most

6. The  common relations of life. Ethelbert of Kent roughly

“common codified the most important laws of his kingdom about

law” the end of the sixth century. Ine did the same work for
Wessex a hundred years later, and Offa for Mercia at the end
of the next century; but their work was local, unsystematic,
and fragmentary. Under Egbert’s descendants, however, the
elements common to all three of these codes were gradually
blended into a body of customs prevailing from the Firth of
Forth to the English Channel, which made up the “common
law ” of the land.

The criminal law rested upon the rude Teutonic notion of
crime as an injury done to an individual or to the community,

57. Legal which could be made good by suitable compensation. Its

2;’;‘”" penalties therefore took the form of money payments:

procedure  wergild (man payment) for murder, and bot (reparation)
for bodily injury. The wergild of a ceorl was 200 shillings, of
an ealdorman 2400 shillings, of a king 14,400 shillings. The
scale of bot was ridiculously minute. For knocking out a
ceorl’s tooth it was 8 shillings, for cutting off a thumb 30 shil-
lings, for gouging out an eye 66 shillings, 6 pence, and 3 far-
things. The person charged with crime might free himself of
guilt by denying it on oath in open moot, and getting twelve
responsible persons to swear that his word was reliable. But
the oaths of these “compurgators,” as they were called, were
of varying value; for an ealdorman’s word outweighed that of
six thegns, and the king’s oath was good against all others.

If the accused could not secure compurgators, he underwent
some “ordeal,” or appeal to God as his compurgator. He was
taken to some church, and there was compelled to walk blind-
fold among red-hot plowshares, or to thrust his hand into
boiling water and take out a stone. If he escaped injury, he
was held to be innocent.
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One of the greatest tasks of the early Christian Church in
Britain was to alter the Teutonic standard of conduct and
character, by teaching men that injury to others was g A new
sinful as well as criminal. The standards of Christianity moral code
sharply condemned the faults most prevalent in that age and
race. In a period when individuals resented any attempt to
limit their freedom of action, the church stood for the prin-
ciple of submission to law; in a period when every man’s hand
was against his weaker
neighbor, it stood for the
duty of refraining from
aggression and retaliation.

By making its churches

sanctuaries, it mitigated

the terrors of the blood-

feud, which made mno

distinction between volun-

tary and involuntary man- 81. MARY’S CHAPEL, KINGSTON,
slaughter. It stood for Early 8axon type of church edifice.
the development of intelligence and of self-sacrifice, amid a
society whose interests were largely material and physical
and selfish. Furthermore, the monasteries, whose inhabitants
labored unceasingly as woodcutters, farmers, herdsmen, students,
writers, first taught the barbarians that industry is dignified;
that toil, study, devotion to an end not immediately realizable,
are worthy of man’s pursuit.

We have already noted the general effect of the adoption of
Latin Christianity in creating a connection between Britain and
civilized Europe. One specific effect was the introduc- 59. Dawn
tion into Britain of Latin as a living language, by the of English
use of which the student in British monasteries might literature
come to know the classic treasures of literature, of science,
and of philosophy. Before the Synod of Whithy, literature
was almost wholly neglected in Britain; after Whitby Latin
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literature on religious and historical subjects developed with
great rapidity through the agency of the church. To the
monks we owe vivid if not accurate pictures of early English
history —to the Welsh Gildas (about 550) the story of Vor-
tigern and the Saxons; to Bede of Jarrow (673) the history of
the church in England; to Nennius (750), to Asser (885), and
to the monkish compilers of materials later incorporated into
the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle all else that we know about the
period before Alfred. It was a monk, Ceedmon (d. 680), that
gave to English literature its first religious poetry —a series
of works treating of the creation and the fall of man and the
redemptive work of Christ.

The year 827 marked the beginnings of the English nation.
Political institutions combining monarchical, aristocratic, and

60. Sum. democratic elements, first developed on a limited scale

mary

in the minor tribal kingdoms, now appeared on a scale
truly national through the union of these kingdoms under
Egbert. Under his descendants the system rapidly took form
with the following as its chief features: (1) the monarch as
the chief landowner of the realm, as the source of power and
the enforcer of order; (2) the king’s Witan as the council with-
out whose sanction his most important functions could not be
legally exercised (this was the seed of the later Great Council
and Parliament); (3) several distinet administrative divisions
— shires, hundreds, and townships; (4) the common law, as
the standard by which the acts of monarchs, nobles, and com-
mons were alike to be judged. The departments of the gov-
ernment were not yet sharply defined, and much of the public
business was done in the general folkmoot; but there was a
distinct tendency to delegate power to special officers and to
the Witenagemote.
Meanwhile Rome, after having wholly failed to perpetuate
her political and social system in the island, made a second
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and far more lasting conquest of its inhabitants. The English
Church, at once the servant and the rival of the secular power,
proved to be an indispensable agency in redeeming the masses
of the people from barbarism, and in teaching their rulers how
to apply system and order to the problem of administering the
government.

TOPICS

(1) Of what advantage was it in early times to hold the meetings Suggestive

of the Witenagemote at Easter, Whitsuntide, and Christmas? *°
(2) Compare the subjects on which Alfred, Edward, and Edgar
legislated, 80 as to show what process was going on in the nation.
(3) What pertinence, and what injustice, was there in Milton’s
calling the contests from 449 to 827 ‘‘the battles of kites and
crows? (4) Compare the position of Egbert with that of
Charlemagne. (6) Show just why each class mentioned in § 61
should have been included in the Witenagemote. (6) Why should
the church have been founder and patron of the earliest schools in
England ? (7) What possible origins can you suggest for the use
of * hundred " as the name of a political division ? (8) Why were
the main thoroughfares of England early placed under the ¢ king’s
peace " ?

(9) The meaning of the word ¢‘hide.” (10) What English Search
counties are divided into wapentakes, and why ? (11) Which ®oPles
of the United States is divided into hundreds? (12) Modern
survivals of Anglo-Saxon organization: the Chiltern Hundreds,
the Ridings of York. (13) A typical early English monastery ;

e.g. Jarrow. (14) A comparison of the work of Milton and
of Cedmon.

REFERENCES

Bright, History of England, 1. 31-36 ; Gardiner, Student's His- 8econdary
tory, 20-33, 38—41; 45-52, 60-61, 6775 ; Ransome, Advanced His- thorities
tory, 4050 ; Green, Short History, 1-5, 14-33, 38—41, 68-61, —

Making of England, 147-188 ; Montague, Elements of Constitu-
tional History, chs. i. ii.; Feilden, Constitutional History, see
Index ; Stubbs, Select Charters, 7-13, — Constitutional History, L
chs. v.—viii. ; Medley, Students’ Manual of Constitutional History,
16-19; Taswell-Langmead, English Constitutional History, ch. i.;
Gibbins, Industrial History, 1-7: Powell and Tout, History of
England, 1. 13-19, 25-27; Church, Early Britain, chs. xv. xvi.;



64

CONQUESTS OF ENGLAND

Ramsay, Foundations of England, 1. chs. viii.-x. ; Wakeman and
Hassall, Essays on English Constitutional History, no. i.; Lin-
gard, History of England, I. ch. vii. ; Freeman, Norman Conquest,
I ch. iii. ; Brooke, History of English Literature, ch. i.; Lappen-
berg, England under Anglo-Saxon Kings, Il. pt. v. ; Traill, Social
England, 1. 121-140, 1563-161 ; Cunninghawm, Growth of English
Industry and Commerce, 1. 65-83 ; Pollock and Maitland, History
of English Law before Edward First, I. bk. i. ch, i. See New
England History Teachers' Association, Syllabus, 234-235.

Howland, Ordeals, Compurgations, etc. (University of Pennsyl-
vania Reprints, IV. no. 4).



CHAPTER V.
ANGLO-SAXONS AGAINST DANES (787-1042)

THE tumult and confusion of the first Anglo-Saxon inva-
sions had scarcely died away under the orderly rule of Egbert,
and the sea rovers had hardly become changed into 61. The
peaceful farmers and herdsmen, when a second series of Northmen
invasions by Teutonic hordes threatened once more to deso-
late Britain. The new invaders belonged to a race of Scandi-
navian “Northmen” who, from the eighth to the thirteenth
century, carried terror into every part of Europe and even into
northern Africa and the Mediterranean islands.

Their assaults were due to an invincible love of fighting
inborn in every son of the North, and to the physical condi-
tions about the Baltic Sea. Those sterile lands furnished but
a scanty living for a race of active and enterprising warriors,
and all the younger and more energetic spirits turned naturally
to piracy and conquest. Thus the bands of Northmen that
from time to time harassed the coasts of Britain and the Con-
tinent were composed of the most reckless, haughty, desperate,
and untamable elements among the Baltic peoples —adven-
turers who, having nothing to lose and wealth and glory to
gain, fought with desperation and slew without mercy. Cartyte,
“ Snorro tells us that they thought it a shamne and misery  0n Heroes,
not to die in battle; and if natural death seemed to be  ‘ectwred.
coming on, they would cut wounds in their flesh, that Odin
might receive them as warriors slain.”

The assaults of the Northmen upon Britain began with an
attack on Wessex in 787. Thenceforth, for over fifty years, the

86
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entire coast from Lands End to the Firth of Forth was scourged

by repeated raids. The largest towns, Winchester, Rochester,

62. Attacks Canterbury, London, York, did not escape. A band

Poitain would land without warning near some prosperous town,

(787-850) plunder it of all its valuables, slaughter all the inhab-

itants that resisted, and on the approach of an armed force

would take flight in its long, swift ships of war; or the

horde would leave its ships, seize horses from the nearest

farms, and ride swiftly

inland to despoil some

wealthy monastery of

its gold and silver plate,

its rich altar cloths, its

jeweled images. As

these “Vikings” (creek-

A Vicixa Boar dwellers) grew bolder,

Found in a clay barrow in Norway, 1880; 78 ft. they adval?ced P wt},le

long; fitted for 16 pairs of oars. The owner head of tide water in

wastburied in a g.nve-chamber behind the ¢}q rivers, built in-

mask trenched camps, and

then harried the adjacent country at their leisure. '

Encouraged by the almost uniform success of these raids,

the Northmen became more ambitious, and in the middle of

63. Danish the ninth century began a period of conquest and settle-

conquests ment. One horde marched across Scythia and terrorized

(850-871) 1 region about the Hellespont, another moved eastward

into Russia and founded a dymnasty which lasted for seven

centuries, a third settled at the mouth of the Seine, others

occupied Sicily and various other lands upon the Mediter-

ranean, and still others seized upon Ireland and the smaller
islands west of Britain.

Apparently these “Danes,” as the English called them,

made their first permanent English settlement in East Anglia,

whose stout-hearted king, Edmund, chose to die rather than to



ANGLO-SAXONS AGAINST DANES 67

renounce Christianity and reign as their dependent. “Can not
we kill you?” cried they. “Can not I die?” answered he.
So they bound him to a tree and shot him to death with arrows.

MarTYRDOM OF KING EDMUND OF EAST ANGLIA, BY THE DANES.
From a MS. paalter of the fourteenth century.

East Anglia now became a Danish state under the rule of
King Guthrum, and thus the Danes had a permanent base
for their attacks upon the rest of Britain. In 871 Guthrum
pressed southward to conquer Wessex.

The resistance offered to these incursions by Egbert’s grand-
son Alfred, king of Wessex from 871 to 901, makes him one
of the most celebrated kings in British history. In the 64. Alfred’s
first year of his reign he fought nine pitched battles, d"‘;‘:‘::;
and the next six years were taken up with desperate (871-878)
struggles to check the raids of the Danes. Again and again
did he drive them from vantage points which they had seized
on the southern and eastern coasts, blockading them in estu-
aries and streams, storming their intrenched camps, and forc-
ing them to make peace under most solemn engagefnents to
withdraw from his territories — engagements which were im-
mediately broken. Finally, in the winter of 878, the Danes
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appeared in overwhelming force under the leadership of their
king Guthrum, and Alfred had to retreat to Athelney, an
island among the marshes of the river
Parret, until he could gain time to rally
his followers from Somerset and Wilt-
shire. Having done this, he defeated the
Danish host in a pitched battle at Ethan-
dune (Edington), by the most desperate
fighting. Then, having surrounded the
enemy’s camp at Chippenham, he forced a
surrender after a fourteen days’ siege.
This double victory enabled him to ob-
tain favorable terms with King Guthrum
65. Alfrears DY the so-called treaty of Wedmore,
treaty with dividing Britain into two portions by
Guthram  , Jine which (roughly stated) ran
from London northerly to Bedford and yy snield and battle
then northwesterly to Chester. The terri- ax.
tory northeast of that line as far as the Tees was conceded
to the Danes, and all territory southwest of it was to be
free from their incursions. As Guthrum supplemented the
treaty by accepting Christianity, Alfred had some reason to
hope that this agreement would be observed; but although
Guthrum remained inactive in East Anglia, a Danish pirate
named Hasting soon renewed the harrying process, and it was
only in 895 that Alfred drove him out of England into France.
In the midst of his brilliant military successes, Alfred’s
mind was busy with the problems of good government. His
g6, Alfrears Statesmanship was shown in the adoption of a new de-
military  fensive policy, which included (1) the creation of a
TefOrms oot for coast defense, the forerunner of England’s
mighty havy; (2) an entire reorganization of the national
army; and (3) the construction of strongly fortified camps at
important points, held by permanent garrisons. In training

SaxoN SOLDIER.
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seamen for the fleet of more than four hundred vessels with
which he guarded his three coasts, Alfred did not scorn to learn
of his enemies, employing Welsh, and even Danes, for the in-
struction of his sailors. In reorganizing the army, he substi-
tuted for the old untrained fyrd, levied only when invasion had
actually been made, a system —the same in principle as that
employed in France and Germany to-day —by which the fighting
population underwent a training in arms by turns, one third
being in camp while the rest attended to their home duties.
Alfred’s ability was shown no less clearly in the direction
of internal affairs. Abandoning the futile dream of universal
lordship over Britain, he devoted all his energies to secur- 67. Alfred's
ing good government in his own kingdom — securing sys- pm'::_
tematic justice by the codification of the laws of Ine and ship
of Offa, replacing the earlier system of money fines by other

onmwne ymtqt mxrc }woécn cce xltmEag on
b—aﬂmu%m daghalend gehacen hw,:on cer

PORTION OF CALENDAR PREFIXED TO THE ANGLO-SAXON CHRONICLE
(ELEVENTH CENTURY MS.).

¢ Crist wees acennyd cyninga wuldor on midne winter ” ete.
Christ was born  king of glory in mid winter.

penalties, and uniting with the church to make the laws of mo-
rality the basis of the legal system. He encouraged exploration
and commercial intercourse with Europe, and sent embassies
as far as India. He directed the compilation of the earlier
portions of the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle, to which we owe most
of our knowledge regarding the Teutonic conquest of England ;
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he imported teachers from the Continent and created schools
for his young nobles; he devoted much of his own time to
writing treatises, and to translating works in foreign languages.
«“It seems to me better,” he wrote, ¢ that we turn into the lan-
guage that we all know, certain books which are most needful
for all to know.”
After Alfred’s death in 901, his successors restored the
West Saxon supremacy in England. Alfred’s son Edward
68. Alfred's (901-925) forced Mercia, Essex, East Anglia, Northum-
successors  bria, southern Scotland, and Strathclyde to recognize his
(901-940) overlordship. In the reign of Edward’s son Athelstan
(925-940), the Danes and Scots, assisted by Vikings from the
Hebrides, formed a confederacy to throw off the yoke of
Wessex; but they were defeated in a desperate battle at
Brunanburh (937).
To this victory is due the fact that Britain remained funda-
mentally English rather than Danish. '

¢ There lay smitten
On the field of battle

Battle Song Five young kings
of Brunan- Lulled by the sword ;
burh, s37 And seven lords by them,
Earls of Aulaf;
An host untold.
Of the Fleet and the Scots

Was never more slaughter
In this island

Since hitherward

English and Saxons

Came up from the East.*

Both Edward and Athelstan were able rulers, continuing
Alfred’s enlightened policy of internal administration, and

69. Arch- making England respected on the Continent; but their
m:&n successors were either short-lived or incompetent, and
(960-888)  then the direction of affairs fell into the hands of Arch-

bishop Dunstan, the first of England’s great ecclesiastical states-
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men. Under his guidance the West Saxon monarchs were led
to attempt a policy national rather than local. They secured a
uniform standard of weights and measures throughout the
island, and thus aided commer-
cial intercourse, the most effective
of all unifying forces. The main
roads of England were placed
under the “king’s peace’; that
is, his protection was extended
over the highways of trade, and
all crimes committed thereon were
punishable in his courts. The
local jurisdiction of the hundred
moots was everywhere strength- ARCHRISHOP DUNSTAN WRITING.
ened by the authority of the From a twelfth century MS.
king. Thus the powerful earls! who had usurped local author-
ity, and the outlaws who had grown numerous during the dis-
turbances of the Danish wars, were reduced to submission.
The clergy, too, had become inefficient during these wars,
and Dunstan seized the opportunity to encourage the monks at
the expense of the parish clergy. He rebuilt the monasteries
destroyed by the Danes, founded forty new abbeys, and in-
stalled monks over the cathedrals and larger churches. He
fought earnestly to enforce the celibacy of the clergy, and to
make them zealous, industrious, and temperate.
Most of these reforms were brought about during the reign
of the able King Edgar (959-975). His successors were but

weak rulers, and adopted the policy of purchasing immu- 70. Decline

nity from Danish raids by the payment of large sums of °§ at::nvlvi;s:

tribute money, which were levied upon all citizens under (975-1018)

the name of “Danegeld ” —the first general tax in English
history. This policy only increased the greed of the Danes, and

1 The form eor! was heing displaced Ly the form earl under the influence of
the Danish equivalent term jarl.
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led to a catastrophe during the reign of Ethelred, called the
Unready (that is, “the ill-advised”), because of his lack of
proper rede, or wise counsel. This king, after paying tribute
again and again, finally resorted to the insane policy of order-
ing a massacre of all the Danes in Wessex on Saint Brice’s day
in the year 1002. To avenge this terrible deed, Sweyn, king
of Denmark, invaded and laid waste the territory of Wessex

A.-S. Chron- in the following year. Ten years of fighting followed,

icle, 1010 hut, ¢ at the last there was no chief who would assemble
forces, but each fled as he best might; nor, at the last, would
even one shire help another.”

In 1013 King Ethelred fled to Normandy, the home of his
queen Emma, and Sweyn became sovereign of England. He
died, however, in the next year, and the Witans of Wessex,
Mercia, and Northumbria attempted to repudiate the authority
of his son Canute, and to restore Ethelred and his son Ed-
mund Ironside to power. A long struggle ended in the
disastrous battle of Assandun in 1016, when “all the English
nobles were slain”; and on the death of Edmund, a few
.months later, Canute became undisputed ruler of all England.!

During the long struggle of Egbert’s descendants against the
Danes, a most important social and economic change was being

71. Social wrought throughout rural England — namely, the growth
changes of a landed aristocracy, at the expense of the earlier more
(887-1000) jemocratic social order. In the first place, the increased
size of the kingdom forced the kings to create great provinces,
or earldoms, the rulers of which had to have a.mple territories
to support their dignity, and ample powers of jurisdiction in
order to preserve order. Again, the king’s thegns, by whose
prowess in battle his throne was upheld, received from time to

1 In the foregoing account, the less important kings of Egbert’s line have
been passed over without mention; but in order that the student may view
the events related in their true chronological perspective, he should examine
carefully the list of English monarchs from Egbert to Sweyn on-the opposite
page.
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time large gifts of land, with corresponding powers of jurisdic-
tion. The smaller landholders, constantly exposed to the raids
of Scots, Welsh, or Danes, often gave up their lands to the
nearest thegn and thenceforth occupied them as his tenants, in
return for his powerful protection. If a ceorl chose to remain
independent, a single raid might sweep away all his stock, and
force him to become the rent-paying tenant of some landed
proprietor in return for a fresh stock of oxen, cows, and swine.
Thus the order of thegnhood, based on special service to the
king and extensive property in land, constantly tended to
Green, Hist. depress the great mass of simple freemen to a position of
of the Eng. dependence. * From Alfred’s day it was assumed that
People, 1.4 15 man could exist without a lord. The lordless man
became a sort of outlaw.”
The life on a large estate, or ¢“manor,” was still very
crude. The manor house of the lord was a wooden building
" containing but few rooms. The entrance was through a
g'm?m”' portion set apart for the shelter of animals, and the other
portions consisted of a kitchen and a great hall, used
alike for dining room, living room, and sleeping room. This
hall contained either a rough stone hearth and chimney at one
side, or a central hearth only, with a sort
of cupola in the roof for the escape of the
smoke. The houses of the tenants, clus-
tered in a “vill 7 (village), were generally
of clay or turf, and each contained but one
room, used in common by man and beast.
The arable fields were divided into parallel
strips marked by turf ¢“balks,” and these
were assigned as fairly as possible among
the various tenants. The methods of farm-
ing were primitive: at least one third of the cultivated land
was left untilled every year, and the remainder was plowed by

SAXON LANTERN.

the cooperative labor of the villagers, cach small tenant con-
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tributing one or more oxen to the team which dragged the
heavy wooden plow through the rough and imperfectly drained
soil. The estate also contained many inhabitants who pos-

ANGLO-8AXON PrLow TraMm.
From a MS. Saxon calendar, tenth century.

sessed no cattle, but served as shepherds, swineherds, hedgers,
and the like. Large strips of waste and wooded land, utilized
for the pasturage of vast herds of swine, separated one manor
from another.

The reign of Canute (1016-1035) includes eighteen years of
prosperity, during which England formed part of his great
Anglo-Scandinavian empire. This period is marked by +3 panish
the rapid growth of English commerce, due to the respite =~ England
from the struggles which had so long interfered with the devel-
opment of the island, and to the enterprising spirit of the Danes.
Commerce, in turn, promoted the growth of towns. In East
Anglia some three hundred Danish names of cities and towns
indicate how effective was the colonization and settlement of
that region. East Anglia with southern Northumbria formed
the Danelaw, or district where Danish law in part replaced
the English common law; and these with Mercia and Wessex
formed the four great earldoms into which Canute divided
his English kingdom. FEach earl, like the monarch, main-
tained a large standing army of hws-carls (“house-men,” or
retainers). Canute himself at first acted as earl over Wessex,
but later he raised to that position Godwin, an Englishman
of remarkable abilities. Thus Wessex preserved unbroken
the tradition of English nationality.
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The Danish power depended for its continuance upon
Canute’s wise rule. At first severe in forestalling opposition,
74, The he soon adopted a milder attitude. He respected the
Danish old and time-honored divisions of the country, allied
kings himself with his English subjects by marrying the widow
of Ethelred, aud firmly bound the church to his interests by
his piety and benevolence. In spite of the strictness of his
Letterto  Tule and the heavy taxes which he found himself com-
;":;;;iie}: : " pelled to levy, he may be said to have fulfilled faithfully
jects, his pledge, — “ I have vowed to God to lead a right life
1027 A.D. i gll things, to rule justly and piously my realms and
my subjects, and to administer just judgment to all.”

His rule was in marked contrast to the barbarities and
brutalities of his two sons and successors, Harold and Hardi-
canute, neither of whom was wise enough to create a strong
government either by statesmanship or by kindliness of rule.
The Witan of Wessex therefore seized the opportunity afforded
by Hardicanute’s death, in 1042, to restore the line of Egbert
to the throne, and chose for their king Edward (called the
Confessor), the son of Ethelred the Unready.

Edward had lived in Normandy since his father’s flight
thither in 1013, and through him a new influence from the

Continent was brought to bear upon English institutions.
Zts 'm‘:“"" To make this clear we must briefly sketch the events
French that had taken place across the Channel during the
kingdom . .

Danish period.

Under Charlemagne’s degenerate descendants his empire
had become divided into warring fragments, German, Rhenish,
and Frankish. In the Frankish portion, various petty states
had arisen, — Francia, Gascony, Anjou, Poitou, ete.,— which
soon united in a loosely federated monarchy under an elective
king. None of the kings, however, exerted much real author-
ity, and none of them were able to protect the country from
the raids of the Northmen. In 911 King Charles the Simple
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ceded to Rolf the North-
man all the lower Seine
valley, thus creating a
new French state, the
duchy of Normandy.

This province was sub-
0. 0F ¢ or

. . «
ject to the French crown RITTANY witne o

under the feudal system
described in § 93; but so
weak was the royal au-
thority that France long
remained hardly more
than a geographical ex-
pression. It was the
influence of this weak, di- % % 1k T
vided type of government
which Edward brought DUCHIES AND CU'UNTIFS oF FRANCE
ABOUT 1066.

with him to England.

The Danish period also saw the rise of a flourishing Scottish
kingdom north of the Cheviot Hills, which was destined to be

most intimately connected with the history of England. 76. @rowth

of the

The Scottish tribes from Ireland, which had gained a foot- Scottish
hold in northern Britain about the time of the Teutonic kingdom

invasion of the south (§ 37), after a long series of struggles
placed one of their own race upon the ancient throne of the
Picts (859). The English monarchs who succeeded Alfred
greatly strengthened the kingdom thus established, by granting
to various Scottish kings extensive territories north of the
Tweed, reserving to England only an ill-defined overlordship.

The earlier attacks of the Vikings were directed against a
poorly consolidated state, in which were to be found 4y
neither adequate military strength nor a genuine spirit
of patriotism. The result was the conquest of eastern England

. Sum-
mary
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by the Danes; but just when the Anglo-Saxon organization
seemed about to disappear forever from Britain, a defender ap-
peared in the person of Alfred of Wessex. This great monarch
not only conserved the Anglo-Saxon state and the Anglo-Saxon
civilization, but also left to his successors a nation much
advanced in political organization, in intellectual culture, and
in ethical standards. Not long after his death, all England
again recognized the authority of the native monarchs Edward
and Athelstan. Then followed a period of gradual decline (re-
tarded, however, by the good work of Archbishop Dunstan), at
the end of which England was merged into the Anglo-Scandi-
navian empire of Canute. But the latest conquerors, now
Christianized and civilized, proved worthy to carry on the
work which Alfred had begun. Into the more phlegmatic
Anglo-Saxon stock the Danes infused an element of enter-
prise, especially in commercial matters; and to this their
kinsmen the Normans were soon to add an intellectual and
refining influence.
TOPICS
Suggestive (1) How far does the success of the Danes throw light on the
topics effect of life in England upon the Teutonic races? (2) What
defects in the military and political conditions of England invited
these attacks ? (3) At what times in the year would they meet
with the most success ? (4) Just what is meant by the phrase
‘*Guthrum accepted Christianity,” and what advantages could
Alfred hope to gain from his conversion ? (5) What motives
probably influenced King Athelstan to grant the dignity of thegn-
hood to every merchant who should ¢ fare thrice across the sea '’ ?
(6) How would this action affect social life in England ? (7) Give
the different reasons why it was unwise to pay tribute to the Danes.
(8) State the difficulties that hampered the monarch in collecting
the Danegeld. (9) Distinguish between an eorl! and an earl.
(10) Why was it undesirable to separate the plots of the different
tenants of a manor by fences or hedges? (11) Why did not
each tenant of a manor plow his own land? (12) Why was one
third of the land left untilled every year? (13) What features in
the early life of the Danes tended to develop their genius for com-
merce ?
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(14) A Viking craft. (15) The career of Hasting. (16) The Search
Northmen in France. (17) The Danes in Ireland. (18) Some topics
significant anecdotes about Alfred the Great. (19) Make a map
to show the results of the treaty of Wedmore. (20) Traditions of
Canute. (21) An account of a Danish foray.
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CHAPTER VL
ANGLO-SAXONS AGAINST NORMANS (1042-1087)

Tue new monarch owed his title of “the Confessor” to his
simple-minded, saintlike character. Gentle by nature, reli-
78. Charac- gious by training, esteemed by his followers to be a saint
::;:"'S&":' and seer, Edward turned his thoughts naturally toward
Confessor” _ the other world, and left his political policy to be
shaped largely by more practical and efficient men. Such a
man was Earl Godwin, whom Canute had selected as ruler of
Wessex ; a man of states-
manlike ability, of great
wealth, of energetic, am-
bitious character, and of
wide experience in affairs.
Edward’s life in Nor-
mandy made him familiar
PENNY OF EDWARD THE Conressor.  With the idea of a mon-
Found near the battle ground of Senlac, archy divided into great
in 1876. semi-independent fiefs,
and it was therefore natural that he should leave Godwin
in possession of Wessex, and give large powers to two other
earls, Siward in the north, and Leofric in mid-Britain. The
conditions thus created were as harmful in England as in
France, for the rivalry which later developed between the
houses of Godwin and Leofric weakened England when she

most needed strength.
At Edward’s accession he found little that was congenial to
him in his rude and uncultivated English subjects; and a

80



ANGLO-SAXONS AGAINST NORMANS 81

bloodless “ Norman conquest” by the grasping foreign favor-
ites who followed him to England seemed to be threatened.
He placed Normans in nearly all the positious of trust, 79. Barl

and even gave to a Norman the archbishopric of Can- Mg:l:::
terbury. But Godwin, although he had seen foreign mans

service under Canute and had allied himself with the Danish
king by marriage, now championed the policy of England for
Englishmen.

Unfortunately, Godwin’s power for good in the land was
weakened by his ambition. By heaping honors and lands
upon his own sons, even when they proved incapable and
untrustworthy, he weakened his popularity among the English;
and the Normans at Edward’s court of course intrigued
against him. In 1051 the citizens of Dover mobbed a body of
Edward’s Norman friends who were on their way to the Con-
tinent. Godwin defended their action, refused obedience when
ordered by Edward to punish them, and was outlawed in con-
sequence. In 1052 he returned with a strong force and was
welcomed enthusiastically by the Londoners, and his Norman
enemies were banished in their turn. Even the foreign Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, Jumiéges, was expelled from his office
to make way for an Englishman, Stigand. Godwin died a few
months after his return to power. Edward turned with attach-
ment and respect to Godwin’s more genial son, Harold, made
him his chief minister, and intrusted to him all the details of
government.

Though Harold was a man of courage, of intellectual ability,
of administrative genius, he was only “the ablest man of an
unprogressive race.” Under him England enjoyed a 80. Harold
period of internal prosperity, while on the borders a#°dWin'sson
series of successful expeditions resulted in the subjuga- succession
tion of the Welsh, whose rulers became vassals of the English
monarch. It is true that, like his father, Harold employed the
great earldoms as a means of aggrandizing his own family;
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yet his love for justice was so great that when Northumbria
revolted against his brother Tostig’s tyrannous rule and
deposed him in 1065, Harold supported the action of the
rebels, and allowed them to receive as their earl Morkar, the
grandson of Leofric.

This revolt was hardly settled before the approaching death
of Edward raised the question of the succession to the throne.
Some years before, Edward had given his cousin’s son, Wil-
liam of Normandy, some reason to hope that he might
succeed to the English throne. Later the weak-willed king
fixed upon his nephew Edward (son of Edmund Ironside) as
his successor; but the latter died in 1057, leaving only two
minor children, Edgar (called the Etheling) and Margaret.
King Edward then turned to Harold as the only Englishman

fit to govern the na-

tion on his decease,

and on his deathbed

he named the latter

to the Witan as his

successor. By Eng-

lish custom the suc-

cession was limited

——:3 =77 to a grown son oOr

brother of the pre-

ceding monarch, but

in default of such person the Witan were probably justified

in making a fresh choice. They chose Harold, as Edward had

suggested; and on the same day that Harold was crowned,

Edward was buried in the abbey church which he himself had
founded at Westminster, just west of London.

William, duke of Normandy, who now laid claim to the

81. wil-  crown of England, was the fifth in descent from that
liam of Nor- 13jf tl,e Northman who won the Seine valley from the

mandy . )
(1027-1087) king of France (§ 75). He succeeded to the duchy of

WESTMINSTER ABBEY.
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Normandy at seven years of age, and spent all his youth and
young manhood in a series of struggles, first with his own
unruly vassals, and later with the count of the neighboring
province of Anjou. Moreover, he was compelled continually
to combat the secret or open hostility of his sovereign, the
. king of France. )

Thus by hard experience he learned the lessons of subtlety,
shrewduness, deliberation, and endurance. Under his rule,
Normandy became one of the most strongly governed and pow-
erful provinces in France. ¢ Throughout his career, we  Freeman,

admire in him the embodiment, in the highest degree Norman
. N 'onquest, V.
that nature will allow, of the fixed purpose and the un- 167

bending will.  Utterly unscrupulous, though far from unprin-
cipled, taking no pleasure in wrongdoing or oppression for its
own sake, . . . he yet never shrank from force or fraud, from
wrong or bloodshed or oppression, when they seemed to him
the straightest paths to accomplish his purpose.” Such was
the man who, long before Harold’s election, had set his heart
on becoming king of England. .

As early as 1051, during Godwin’s exile, William visited
England and obtained from the too complaisant Edward a

promise that he should succeed to the crown of England. 82. In-
A few years later, accident gave him another advantage ; . tfel%“n’;n‘:;
for Earl Harold was thrown by shipwreck upon the crown

coast of Pouthieu. The wily Norman secured his ransom from
the count of that district (his vassal) by the payment of
money and land. Harold, now completely in the power of his
secret enemy, was compelled to take a solemn oath recognizing
William’s claims to the English throne, and was also induced
to accept knighthood at his hands, probably with its attendant
oath of homage and fealty (§ 93).

Hence William had some plausible grounds for nrging his
really flimgy claim to the throne of England. According to
the feudal system of Europe, he asserted that he was Harold’s
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overlord ; to the friends of Edward the Confessor he quoted
the king’s early promise to him; to the devout churchmen of
both England and the Continent he inagnitied the crime of Earl
Godwin in deposing the Archbishop of Canterbury, and dwelt
on the sanctity of Harold’s oath renouncing the crown; to the
sticklers for legality in England he could denounce the revolu-
tionary irregular choice of Harold ; and to military adventurers
everywhere he could magnify the opportunities for plunder
and personal aggrandizement. By thus joining a large num-
ber of ciphers, he deluded many into believing that the result
was a real quantity,

SHIP8S OF WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR.

Restored from tapestry made in England for William’s brother,
Odo of Bayeux.

In the early summer of 1066, William gathered his vassals

and allies from Flanders, from Ponthien, from Rrittany, from

83. The Sicily, and from all the other regions whither the Norman
dualinva-  blood or the Norman spirit had penetrated, and prepared
sion (1086) ¢, gail for England. To meet this army of professional
fighters, Harold gathered a large body of land and naval forces,
mostly recruited from the tillers of the soil, and therefore un-
trained and undisciplined. William was delayed by the diffi-
culty of securing transportation and supplies for his army, and

by contrary winds; so that for four months the English troops

and fleet waited for the invasion which failed to come. About

the middle of September, large numbers of Harold's troops
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disbanded and returned to the fields to gather their over-ripe
harvests, and his weakened fleet retired from the southern
coast to London.

Meanwhile Harold’s brother Tostig seized this occasion to
recover his forfeited earldom of Northumbria, with the aid of
his relative, the king of Norway. Eight days before William’s
landing in England, Edwin and Morkar, the earls of Mercia
and Northumbria, were defeated by the Norwegian king, who
sailed up the Humber and sent a body of troops to capture

York; and Harold was
obliged to hurry north-
Yo e ward at the very moment

4 [Stam ford .
Bridge when William’s landing

NORTH was daily expected upon

' the southern coast.
By an extraordinarily
rapid march, Harold

vading forces. At thebat-
tle of Stamford Bridge, on
September 25, the traitor-

AB“ hpmpatead v ous Tostig and his ally,
/ . :
r orw. :
o rauingfora * don 8 the kmg,'of Nor ay, were
o) SN both slain; the invaders
Sidier ) ‘v"’ y ST (e withdrew, and Harold was
JURRE Gnterbury AN .
KENT 0y free to turn south again.
Sey, - wingg® Dover . ) .
8.8 ¢ XA He did not arrive in
Yensey g5 i 3 . verqs
N e 5] time to oppose William’s

landing, however, for, on
September 28, the latter
disembarked his troops at Pevensey with no opposition. Wil
liam advanced northeast through Sussex with great deliberation,

HArOLD’S AND WILLIAM'S MARCHES.

reached York in  84. Har-

: X old's costly
\ , time to check t.he victory in
| advance of the in-  thenorth
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so that Harold, hurrying from York and collecting forces from
the southern and eastern shires as he came, was able to face
him on a field (later called Senlac) seven miles from the town
of Hastings on October 14.  Harold’s advisers urged him not to
fight, but to starve William out by laying waste the country ;
but Harold, with true British pluck, declared that he had “been
set to protect his people, not to destroy them.” He therefore
ranged his militia upon the crest of a ridge crossing the road
along which William was advancing toward London.

At the highest point on this ridge were stationed the leaders
of the host, grouped about the standardl and encircled by a ring

85. Battle of hus-carls, whose interlocked shields formed a strong

‘(’(‘)ctmi':m" line of defense. As the Norman forces, consisting of both

cavalry and archers, advanced to the attack, they were
checked by flights of javelins and stones hurled by the Eng-
lish; and then, as the attacking columns reached the battle
line, they met a storm of
blows from heavy battle-
axes that would cut off a
horse’s head at one blow.
ithough William’s forces
had the advantage in in-
telligence, mobility, and
discipline, Harold’s were
stronger in numbers and
in position, and stoutly
resisted the repeated
charges of the Norman
cavalry up the difficuls
slope; but, acting wholly
on the defensive, they
were unable to inflict serious harm upon the enemy.
After the battle had lasted from nine in the morning until
late in the afternoon, William’s cavalry, suffering an apparently

BATTLE oF HASTINGS.
Positions at the beginning of the battle.
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disastrous repulse, pretended flight; the undisciplined troops
on Harold’s right wing broke their line of defense and rushed
in pursuit of the fleeing Normans in a disorderly mob; and it
was an easy matter for the Normans to turn, ride down their
disordered pursuers, and make a flank attack on Iarold’s
position through the gap thus left open. Even so, the battle
remained undecided for hours, until the archers, instructed by
William, directed their shafts over the heads of the line of
hus-carls so that they fell into the center of the struggling
mass about the king. A chance arrow pierced Harold’s eye and
struck him down. Two of his brothers had already fallen,
and all leadership was now lost; the English broke in rout,
and William remained master of the field.

It is difficult to determine whether cowardice or mere in-
efficiency and disunion among the English shaped the course
of events after Hastings. Certain it is that Edwin and 86. Corona-
Morkar failed wholly to assist Harold during this battle, ::::“;f (;’::'
or to act promptly after his fall. The Witenagemote, too, 25, 1088)
although it immediately elected Edgar the Etheling king, made
no preparations for a vigorous resistance to William. Instead
of advancing upon London, the Conqueror spent several weeks
in gaining possession of Kent, Surrey, Rerkshire, and Hert-
fordshire. He thus isolated the capital and overawed the
country districts.

This policy served its intended purpose. The puppet king
Edgar, with his bishops and his leading noblemen, quickly
Jost heart and united in offering the crown to William. On
Christmas day, 1066, William was crowned by the Archbishop
of York in Westminster Abbey, his election having been ratified
by the acclamations of the assembled multitude. Thus he was
able to claim, not only that he was the vightful heir of Edward
the Confessor, but also that he was the choice of the repre-
sentatives of the state, of the church, and of the last heir of
Egbert’s line. T'o maintain the fiction of legulity, he solemnly
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repeated the ancient coronation pledges to defend the church,
rule justly, make good laws, and abolish evil custows.

For four years after the battle of Hastings, William’s ener-
gies were largely spent in reducing to submission the two

87. Pacifi- thirds of England which at his coronation did not

g:i::n:iry acknowledge his sway. His first expedition, in 1068,

(1068-1070) was directed against the southwest, where adherents

of the family of Godwin were plotting against him. Follow-
ing the precedents of the English monarchy, William sum-
moned the militia (a risky experiment), overran the entire
district of Dorsetshire, and finally captured Exeter and built
there a castle to overawe its inhabitants. The reduction of
Cornwall followed immediately.

Then he turned to the north, where Earls Edwin and Morkar,
aided by Edgar the Etheling, the Scotch, the Welsh, and the
Danes, organized several uprisings. Three several times was
William compelled to lead his forces to York during the years
1068 and 1069. The third time, he laid waste the whole dis-
trict from York to the river Tees, causing indescribable suffer-
ing. “The men who had joined in the revolt were slain.

Guardiner, - The stored-up crops, the plows, the carts, the oxen and

‘:1‘;;1;"_;/’" sheep were destroyed by fire. Men, women, and children
103 dropped dead of starvation, and their corpses lay un-

buried in the wasted fields.” Then a hard winter’s march
brought him to Chester, where early in 1070 the last rebellious
stronghold was taken, and the submission of the entire north
was secured. A later revolt in the fen country, under Here-
ward, “the Last of the English,” and a contest with King
Malcolm Canmore of Scotland (who had married Margaret, the
sister of Edgar the Etheling) served ouly to show how firm was
his position.

William’s policy toward his conquered subjects was a wise

88. Policy ;ixture of leniency and severity. As he claimed to
of the Con-

queror be not a usurper but a lawful king, he treated as trai-
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tors all those who had adhered to Harold, and declared
their lands to be forfeited; but the estates of those who
submitted to him promptly were restored to them on pay-
ment of a fine. This shrewd policy enabled him to adjust
anew the conditions of land tenure (described in the next
chapter), and to raise large sums of money for his imme-
diate needs. In cases where Englishmen remained hostile
he granted their lands to one of his Norman barons and
then left the new owner to make good his claims by force,
thus getting rid of the burden of conquering the more remote
districts.

To all the warriors of his invading host William made gen-
erous grants of land. This he could well afford to do, for,
besides the lands confiscated from rebels, he held the ancient
crown lands and the extensive possessions of Godwin’s sons;
but he took care that the tenure of land should depend upon
the regular payment of dues. Grants to his followers were
located almost wholly in the agricultural districts; the im-
portant towns remained permanent portions of the king'’s
demesnes.

As William advanced through the country and reduced the
various districts to submission, he seized upon every position
offering important military advantages, and planted there g9 poys
a fortress or rudimentary castle to command the sur- castles
rounding region. In every considerable town he did the
same, for the purpose of overawing its citizens. Those most
hastily erected were of wood, but later they were replaced
with solid stone. The castles had usually two parts: (1) the
keep, or tower, a massive, lofty structure; (2) clustered
closely about it a group of insignificant structures of wood or
rough rubble, serving for the dwellings of the garrison in
times of peace. From the castle the garrison could sally
forth to. harry the surrounding neighborhood, on the least
sign of disaffection; if attacked by a superior force, it could
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retire within the keep and
without much danger en-
dure a long siege.

The Tower of London,
which guards the ap-
proach to the city by
way of the Thames, may
be taken as a typical ex-
ample. The White Tower,
begun by the Conqueror
in the year 1078, is a
massive keep about one
hundred feet square, with
walls of rubble fifteen
feet thick. Its small and
high windows and sin-
gle door could be easily

TaE Waite Tower (Keee or e Towgr guarded, even if the moat
or Lonpox). and outer defenses had
been taken; and no be-
sieging force of the eleventh century could hope to reduce

it except by starving out the garrison.
William’s political and ecclesiastical reforms are treated in
the following chapter; aside from these the latter part of his
90. Closeof reign, like his early life, was occupied with struggles to
thereign  maintain his authority over turbulent vassals. He spent
(1087) much time on the Continent, where the greed of his
sons to share his dominions before his death led to numer-
ous intrigues and revolts; and he returned to England only to
find the men whom he had made rich and powerful engaged in
plots to repudiate his authority. Curiously enough, he found
that he must look to the English people for support against the
men of his own race, and with their aid he again and again
crushed out formidable revolts. Thus, by his wise and vigor-
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ous measures, William at his death in 1087 left England a
strong state, well pacified and well administered; but he
had also created what Mr.
Freeman has called “one
of the most tremendous
tyrannies on record.” As
a contemporary put it: “he
caused castles to be 4 s caron.
built and oppressed the  icle, 2087

poor. . . . He was given to
avarice, and greedily loved
gain. . . . The rich com-

‘plained and the poor mur-
mured, but he was so sturdy
that he recked nought of
them; they must will all
that the king willed if they
would live, or would keep
their lands, or would hold
their possessions, or would
STATUE OF WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR. be maintained in their rights.

At Falaise, his birthplace. Alas! that any man should
so exalt himself, and carry himself in his pride over all!”

England became independent of Danish control under
Edward the Confessor in 1042, but it suffered greatly from
quarrels between Edward’s foreign friends and his native g gum.
advisers, and also from jealousies that sprang up among mary
the natives themselves. The loosely organized kingdom
therefore became an easy prize to the strong arm of William
of Normandy, who rewarded his followers with its richest and
fairest estates. By these and other measures William gave to
English institutions the impress of Continental feudalism.
The work of the Teutonic pioneers from the Baltic shores was
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done; and the gentler southern civilization influenced by
Roman tradition henceforth shaped English development.
Yet though England was changed, she was not transformed!
The enduring force of the Anglo-Saxon character was shown
in the partial continuance of the English language, the English
common law, English territorial divisions, and English politi-
cal institutions. Furthermore, the work of Alfred and of
Dunstan, and the broadening effect of intercourse with the
enterprising Danes, helped the English people to receive and
absorb without violent change the more advanced civilization

of the Normans.
TOPICS

su‘nnm (1) What national change is suggested by the fact that Edward
topics

Search
topics

the Confessor removed the seat of government from Winchester to
Westminster? (2) What advantages could Pope Alexander IIL
hope to'gain, by espousing William’s cause ? (3) Did the battle
of Hastings illustrate the law of ¢ the survival of the fittest® ?
(4) Cite other examples of victories won by pretended flight.
(6) Can you account for the inefficiency of the Witan at this
period ? (6) How would William’s conception of the rights of a
king differ from Harold’s? (7) What grounds had Tostig's ally
for invading England ?  (§) Indicate, with the aid of a topographi-
cal map, why castles were placed at Hastings, Dover, Exeter, Nor-
wich, Bristol, Winchester, London, York, and Lincoln. (9) Why
were the Cambridgeshire fens the latest district in England to be
conquered ? (10) Was Hereward a true patriot ?

(11) Earl Siward and Malcolm Canmore as depicted in Shake-
speare's Macbeth. (12) Description of Westminster Abbey.
(13) The story of Harold’s oath to William. (14) The Bayeux
tapestry, and its value to historians. (15) The relation of Corn-
wall to the English crown since the days of William I.  (16) Trace
in the coronation ceremony of King Edward VII. the remajns of the
ancient election of a monarch by the Witan. (17) Archers in
battle. (18) William’s fleet.
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CHAPTER VIL
THE FEUDALIZATION OF ENGLISH INSTITUTIONS
(A) THE FEUDALIZED STATE

For at least three centuries before the Norman conquest
all the political and social institutions of western Europe
tended to shape themselves according to a common 02
. English
model, known as the feudal system. As we have seen, institutions
English institutions early felt this tendency in the ten- (1087)
ure of land and in the authority exercised by landowners over
their tenants; so that the influence of the Normans was suffi-
cient to bring about the feudalization of state, church, and
society alike. The feudal system was partly a device for
securing public order at a period when the king’s authority was
still weak and no national judicial system existed ; partly a levy
of a standing army for national defense; partly a convenient
substitute for money rents and money taxes; partly an expres-
sion of man’s natural tendency to exalt physical strength and
attach himself to a leader. The system was not fully devel-
oped in England until a century after the conquest, but for
clearness of description we shall group here all its parts as
they were developed on English soil under the Norman kings.
Under the feudal system the monarch was in theory the
owner of all the lands in the realm. ¢ The battle of Hastings
was looked upon as a settlement of all the estate in Eng-  gq g0
land, not even excepting the estates of the Church. No  rainand

man could hold an acre by an ante-Norman title. All "Z:":::l
were obliged to seek the king and to buy their lands.” FEngland
. 4y o Vor-

Most of these lands were by him “granted” in large ¢ndthe Nor
man Occu-

blocks to individuals on condition that they rendered  pation, 21
95
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to him three things: (1) homage —that is, public acknowl-
edgment of the fact that the land was received as a grant for
which service was owed, and not as a free gift; (2) fealty —
that is, loyal adherence to the interests of the giver; (3) serv-
ice—that is, assistance to the mon-

arch in certain stipulated ways.

The chief of these was military

service, and in general the gran-

tee was expected to furnish a

“knight” (mounted warrior) for

every “knight’s fee” (five hides of

land). The lands thus received,

called ¢fiefs,” were said to be

SKAL SHOWING ACT OF “held of” the grantor, as ‘suze-
Homagk. rain.” The recipient, called the

Twelfth century. ¢ vagsal ” of the monarch, received

from him a title (earl, baron, etc.) varying with the amount
of territory and the degree of the dignity conferred. If any
vassal refused to perform any of the services above mentioned,
his lands were forfeited to the donor. At the death of any
vassal his lands by right reverted to the monarch ; but it was
customary, if the vassal left a male heir, to invest that heir
with the vagsal’s lands. Any vassal with large holdings was
at liberty, by “subinfeudation,” to grant portions of his lands
to vassals of his own, and thus there arose the two classes of
‘“ tenants in chief ¥ and “ mesne tenants,” or tenants of tenants.
The most obvious effect of this feudal system was to create

a large military aristocracy, and to make fighting power the

94. Effect chief measure of a man’s political and social impor-

of feudal-
ism on

tance. As William I. had about 600 lay tenants 'in

society chief, and they had about 7400 mesne tenants, and as

the lands held of William I. amounted to 60,000 knights’ fees,
it was certain that there would always be some thousands of
men in England trained to the profession of arms, owning war
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horses and a complete outfit of armor and weapons, and ready to
assemble promptly at the call of their sovereign, on penalty of
losing both property and honor. Such a body was more than
a match for any mass of untrained, unorganized civilians, fight-
ing, as they must, on foot and without effective weapons or
armor. The military supremacy of the armor-clad horseman
explains why the barons, with their bands of armed retainers
and their castles as a base of operations, kept wholer districts
in subjection, even when their rule was unbearably harsh.

Along with military importance, a vassal acquired high
social distinction: he was subject to an elaborate system of
initiation into knighthood; he recognized a strict code of
honor ; associations or orders of knights were established which
became noted for their wealth, military prowess, chivalric
conduct, and social prestige.

In France this system proved faulty because the king’s
vassals were too few, and their fiefs were correspondingly

large. Each duke or count (as the vassals were called) 95. English

was so powerful that he could make private war at his “dn‘i‘:;‘:l'

own pleasure, and defy the will of his suzerain whenever  feudalism

he chose, strong in the support of bodies of knights owing
allegiance only to him. William had seen the evils of this
system in Normandy, and he was determined that the Con-
tinental principle, ¢ vassallus mei vassalli non est meus vas-
sallus” (my vassal’s vassal is not my vassal), should not
prevail in England. Hence arose the first unique element in
English fcudalism, the paramount obligation of all landholders
to the monarch.

William first ordered a systematic survey of all the landed

estates in England south of the Tees (1085), to learn the 96. Domes-

. v i . . day Book
amount of taxable property in the country, and the cor- and the
responding services due to the crown. “So very nar- Sa.linl;:ry

\ 4

rowly did he cause the survey to be made, that there , o (00"
was not a single hide nor a rood of land, nor—it is  icle, 1043
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shameful to relate that which he thought no shame to do
— was there an ox, or a cow, or a pig passed by, that was not
set down in the accounts.” The results of this survey were
recorded in the celebrated Domesday Book, which gives to the
historian invaluable information in regard to the population,
the organization of the state, and the distribution of territory
among the people at the time of the conquest.

&td&ducﬂ:w

rtl'.clono 7 5&‘0 7 mh alef cﬁlw&nd’/ ¥ annil
qdem 7 v:. fovar ‘mellf. (omm a
Mncw molme mfnaum habebuar!

€L uardo awmafrdme busmenl.xc. bl
a&o{fm{(;:hnf ard. . W&nb.\y’f .ucomfeci i,

BEGINNING OF THE DOMESDAY Book ENTRY FOR OXFORD.!

Then, having summoned all the landowners to a national

moot at Salisbury in August, 1086, he demanded an oath of

4..S. Chron- Tealty directly to the crown. Then came “all his Witan

wle, 1086 . and all the landowners of substance in England, whose

vassals soever they were, and they all submitted to himn and

became his men, and swore oath of allegiance to him that they

would be faithful to him against all others.” Thereafter no

landholder in England could aid in a struggle against the
crown without being guilty of perjury and treason.

William further safeguarded the authority of the monarch

97. Wil- by making the number of his vassals very large. He sub-

2;;.‘;:;;‘:‘ divided the few great earldoms already existing, so

of fiefs that no such great noble houses as those of Godwin and

1 Translation: *‘In King Edward’s time, Oxford paid to the king for toll

and gable and all other customs yearly £20 and six sextaries of honey. More-

over, to Earl Algar £10 in addition to the mill which he had within the city.

When the king went on an expedition, 20 burgesses went with him for all the
others, or they gave £20 to the king that all might be free.”
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Leofric might arise to threaten the power of the monarch;
and he distributed the holdings of the more powerful barons
through various sections of the country. For example, his
half-brother, Odo of Bayeux, was given four hundred and
thirty manors, but they were distributed through seventeen
different counties. Thus William’s great vassals were able to
maintain many small bodies of troops for use in his wars, yet
were prevented from creating large, well-organized armies.

In one respect only was this policy departed from. On the
western “ marches ” (borders) William created two large earl-
doms, Chester and Shropshire, the rulers of which exercised
almost sovereign powers within their own domains, and he per-
mitted the Bishop of Durham to exercise similarly extensive
powers in his see ; — whence Chester and Durham later became
known as “ palatine counties.” The reason for this policy was
that in those remote districts an especially strong government
was needed to preserve internal order and to protect the king-
dom from the raids of the Scots and the Welsh.

Limitation of the power of the king’s vassals was the more
necessary because with the feudal holdings of land went im-
portant powers of government. In a modern state, the gg pauga1
work of making laws, applying them to particular cases, jurisdiction
administering and enforcing them is givenover to officials —
legislators, judges, governors, police officers— most of whom
are elected or appointed to do this work, and devote their lives
to it as a profession. In the feudal state, these duties fell to
the holders of fiefs, every one of which was, as it were, a
little state where one man held most of the offices. To this
man the king looked for feudal dues and military service pro-
portional to the size of the fief; to him he looked for the pres-
ervation of order on his lands; and he therefore gave him
ample powers of jurisdiction, including “sac and soc,” or the
right of holding courts and levying fines, over all persons
residing upon his lands.



100 NORMAN FEUDALISM

In this matter of local jurisdiction, Williain reduced the
powers of his nobles below those of the French peers, using
99. Fusion for this purpose the older Anglo-Saxon machinery of gov-
:;:;‘&“ ernment. Reserving the dignity of «earl ” as a general
elements  thing for the lords of the marches, he governed the
midland shires through sheriffs, whose dignity, not being he-
reditary, could never become dangerous to the crown. By
retaining the customary hundred and town moots for local
business, he limited the authority of the barons and yet left
them strong for military service. By retaining the English
common law as the standard in these moots, he made it easy
for the people to accept the new order of things, and thus

lessened the excuse for severe government by the barons.
Some changes in existing laws were necessary, to adjust
the relations of Normans and Englishmen. For example, in
criminal cases, the accused was permitted to choose between
the old English ordeal and the newer Norman “trial by
battle ” with his accuser ; and a special law was passed to pun-
ish the treacherous or violent maltreatment of Normans by
Englishmen. Nevertheless, the old English constitution per-
sisted beneath the feudal veneering ; and this mixture of Saxon
democratic elements with Norman aristocratic features forms
a second distinguishing mark of English feudalism. The
nomenclature which sprang up after the conquest illustrates
this happy union: the sovereign preserved the English title of
“king,” not the Norman title of roy, but his council became
a “Parliament ” instead of a “Witan’; the administrative
divisions were called “counties” as well as ¢ shires,” but their

chief officers were ¢ sheriffs,” not wviscontes (viscounts).

. One important element in the Saxon state, the Witenage-
100. Devel- mote, disappeared with the advent of Norman feudalismn;
:f:f,’nxg;,. for the king was now in theory an absolute monarch,
Council®  requiring no control or advice save that of his vassals
assembled as a Magnum Concilium, or “Great Council.”
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But a successor to the Witenagemote soon appeared; for
minor landowners cared little to attend the meetings of the
ireat Council, where only the rich and the powerful feudal
chieftains could speak with authority, and where the monarch
was surrounded by a group of advisers skilled in the political
science of the Continent.

Since the Normans used seals on public documents, a practice
till then unknown in England, William had always at court
a Chancellor, or keeper of the king’s seal; a Treasurer was

ExCHEQUER TALLIES

Notched sticks were split, and payer and payee took each a half as
evidence of the transaction.

needed to care for the hoard which the Norman kings laid away
for emergencies; Williamn’s transformation of the Danegeld into
a permanent land tax forced him to develop an “ Exchequer,”
or treasury department ; and the increase of the king’s authority
led to the custom of appeals from the decision of the baronial
courts, and thus to the appointment of a Supreme Justiciar.
It is not surprising that these officers, together with other
permanent officials like the king’s marshal, his steward, and
the two archbishops (of Canterbury and of York), soon assumed
such wide powers as to make it unnecessary to assemble the
Great Council frequently, and that they early became organized
into a permanent Curia Regis, or “ King’s Council.” The chief
duties of the Curia Regis — which was in theory only a com-
mittee of the Great Council — were (1) to frame legislative
measures for ratification by that council, (2) to supervise the
subordinate government officials, (3) to assess and collect the
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king’s revenues, and (4) to decide appeals to the king’s justice.