





























































































































































































































































































































































































































CANTO XV

Thou believest that thy thought flows to me
from Him who is First, even as from the unit,
if that be known, ray out the five and six;* and
therefore who I am, and why I appear to thee
more joyful thanany other in this blithe throng,
thou askest me not. Thou believest the truth;
for the lesser and the great of this life gaze up-
on the mirror in which, before thou thinkest,
thou dost display thy thought. But in order
that the sacred Love, in which 1 watch with
perpetual vision, and which makes me thirst
with sweet desire, may be fulfilled the better,
let thy voice, secure, bold, and glad, sound
forth the will, sound forth the desire, to which
my answer is already decreed.”

70. 1 turned me to Beatrice, and she heard be-
fore I spoke, and granted me a sign which made
grow the wings to my desire. Then I began
thus: “When the Prime Equality appeared to
you, the affection and the intelligence became
of one weight for each of you; because the Sun
which illumined and warmed you with its heat
and with its light is of such equality that all
similitudes are defective. But will and dis-
course in mortals, for the reason which is man-
ifest to you, are diversely feathered in their
wings. Wherefore I, who am mortal, feel my-
self in this inequality, and therefore I give not
thanks, save with my heart, for thy paternal
welcome. Truly I beseech thee, living topaz,
that dost ingem this precious jewel, that thou
make me content with thy name?”

88. “O leaf of mine, in whom, while only
awaiting, I took pleasure, I was thy root.” Such
a beginning he, answering, made to me.

91. Then he said to me: “He from whom
thy family is named,” and who for a hundred
years and more has circled the mountain on the
first ledge, was my son and was thy great-
grandsire; truly it behoves that thou shorten
for him his long fatigue with thy works.
Florence, within the ancient circuit of her
walls wherefrom she still takes both tierce and
nones,” was abiding in peace, sober and modest.

*See Canto ix. 73-75.

* Alighiero, from whom, it would appear from his
station in Purgatory, Dante inherited the sin of pride,
as well as his name.

3The bell of the church called the Badia, or
Abbey, measured the time for the Florentines. Tierce
is the first division of the canonical hours of the day,
from six to nine; nones, the third, from twelve to
three.
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She had not necklace nor coronal, nor dames
with ornamented shoes, nor girdle which was
more to be looked at than the person. Not yet
did the daughter at her birth cause fear to the
father, for the time and dowry did not outrun
due measure on this side and that. She has not
houses empty of families; nor had Sardanapa-
lus' yet arrived there to show what may be done
in a chamber. Not yet by your Uccellatoio was
Montemalo surpassed, which, as it has been
surpassed 1n its rise, shall be so in its fall.” |
saw Bellincion Berti® go girt with leather and
bone, and his dame come from her mirror
without a painted face. And I saw him of the
Nerli, and him of the Vecchio,” contented
with the unlined skin, and their dames with
the spindle and the thread. O fortunate
women! Each one was sure of her burial place;
and as yet no one was deserted in her bed for
France. One over the cradle kept her careful
watch, and, comforting, she used the idiom
which first amuses fathers and mothers. An-
other, drawing the tresses from her distaff, told
to her household tales of the Trojans, of Fie-
sole, and of Rome. A Cianghella, a Lapo Sal-
terello” would then have been held as great a
marvel as Cincinnatus or Cornelia would be
now.

130. “To so reposeful, to so fair a life of cit-
izens, to such a trusty community, to such a
sweet inn, Mary, called on with loud cries,’
gave me; and in your ancient Baptistery I be-
came at once a Christian and Cacciaguida. Mo-
ronto was my brother, and Eliseo; my dame
came to me from the valley of the Po, and
thence was thy surname. Afterward I followed
the emperor Conrad,” and he belted me of his
soldiery, so much by good deeds did I come
into his favor. Behind him I went against the

* A symbol of luxury and effeminacy.

*The view from Montemalo (Monte Mario) of
Rome in its splendor was not vet surpassed by that
of Florence from the hcight of Uccellatoio.

® Bellincion Berti was “an honorable citizen of Flor-
ence” and “a noble soldier.”

"Two ancicnt and honored families.

® Cianghella was a contemporary of Dante: “a most
arrogant and intolerable woman, and very wanton in
her life.” Lapo Salterello was a lawyer and judge: “a
rash and bad citizen, a litigious and tonguey man.”
Cf. Canto xvii, 61-63,

*The Virgin, called on in the pains of childbirth.
Cf. Purgatory, xx. 19-21.

" Conrad III of Swabia. In 1147 hc joined in the
disastrous Sccond Crusade.
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iniquity of that law’ whose people usurp your
jurisdiction,” through fault of the Pastors.
There by that foul folk was I released from the
deceitful world, the love of which debases
many souls, and I came from martyrdom to
this peace.”

CANTO XVI

O our petty nobility of blood! If thou mak-
est folk glory in thee down here, where our
affection languishes, it will nevermore be a
marvel to me; for there, where appetite is not
perverted, I mean in Heaven, I myself gloried
in thee. Truly art thou a cloak which quickly
shortens, so that, if naught be added from day
to day, Time goes round about thee with his
shears.

10. With the You," which Rome was first to
tolerate, in which her family least perseveres,
my words began again. Whereat Beatrice, who
was a little withdrawn, smiling, seemed like
her, who coughed at the first fault that is writ-
ten of Guenever.' I began: “You are my father,
you give me all confidence to speak; you uplift
me so that I am more than I. By so many
streams is my mind filled with gladness that
it makes of itself a joy, in that it can bear this
and not burst. Tell me then, my beloved fore-
father, who were your ancestors, and what
were the years that were reckoned in your boy-
hood. Tell me of the sheepfold of St. John,’
how large it was then, and who were the peo-
ple within it worthy of the highest seats.”

28. As a coal is quickened into flame at the
breathing of the winds, so I saw that light glow
at my blandishments: and as it became more
beautiful to my eyes. so with voice more sweet
and soft, but not with this modern speech, it
said to me: “From that day on which 4ve was
said, unto the child-birth in which my mother,
who now is sainted, was lightened of me with
whom she had been burdened, this fire had
come to its Lion® five hundred, fifty, and thirty

*The law of Mahomet,

®In the Holy Land.

*The plural pronoun, used as a mark of respect.

* Beatrice is observant, like the Dame dc¢ Malehaut,
who coughed at secing the first kiss received by Queen
Guenever from Sir Lancelot. '

*Florence, whose patrost saint was St. John the
Baptist.

“The sign Leo in the zodiac, appropriate to Mars.

PARADISE

times to reinflame itself beneath his paw.” My
ancestors and T were born in the place where
the last ward is first reached by him who runs
in your annual game.” Let it suffice thee to hear
this of my elders; as to who they were, and
whence they came hither, silence is more be-
coming than speech.

46. “All those able to bear arms who at that
time were there, between Mars and the Bap-
tist,’ were the fifth of them who are living. But
the citizenship, which is now mixed with
Campi, with Certaldo, and with Fighine." was
to be seen pure in the lowest artisan. Oh, how
much better it would be that those folk of
whom 1 speak were neighbors, and to have
your boundary at Galluzzo and at Trespiano,”
than to have them within, and to endure the
stench of the churl of Aguglione,” and of him
of Signa, who already has his eye sharp for bar-
ratry!

58. “If the folk who are the most degenerate
in the world had not been as a stepdame unto
Cazsar, but like a mother benignant to her son,
there is one who has become a Florentine, and
is a money-changer and trader, who would
have been turned back to Simifonti,” where
his grandsire used to go about begging; Mon-
temurlo would still belong to its Counts, the
Cerchi would be in the parish of Acone. and
perhaps the Buondelmonti in Valdigreve.”
The intermingling of persons was ever the be-
ginning of harm to the city, as the food which
is loaded on is to the body. And a blind bull
falls more headlong than the blind lamb; and

" Five hundred and eighty revolutions of Mars are
accomplished in a few months more than ten hundred
and ninety vears.

® The races run along the Corso on June 24. the
festival of St. John the Baptist.

° Between the Ponte Vecchio, at the head of which
stood the statue of Mars, and the Baptistery—two
points marking the circuit of the ancient walls,

* Small towns in the territory of Florence.

" Galluzzo and Trespiano are villages two or three
miles from Florence.

¥ The churl of Aguglione was a lawyer named
Baldo, who became one of the priors of Florence in
1311. He of Signa is supposed to have been one Boni-
fazio, who “sold his favors and offices.”

¥ A stronghold in the Val d’FElsa.

“The Conti Guidi, unable to defend their strong-
hold of Montemurlo from the Pistoians, had been
compelled to sell it to the Florentines, The Cerchi
and the Buondelmonti had been forced by the Flor-
entine Commune to surrender their fortresses and
to take up their abode in the city.




CANTO XVI .

oftentimes one sword cuts more and better
than five.

73. If thou regard Luni and Urbisaglia, how
they have gone, and how Chiusi and Siniga-
glia are going their way after them, it will not
appear to thee a strange thing or a hard, to
hear how families are undone, since even cities
have their term. All things of yours have their
death even as yourselves; but it is concealed in
some that last long, while lives are short. And
as the revolution of the heaven of the Moon
covers and uncovers the shores without a
pause, so Fortune does with Florence. Where-
fore what I shall tell of the high Florentines,
whose fame is hidden by time, should not ap-
pear to thee a marvellous thing. I saw the
Ughi, and I saw the Catellini, Filippi, Greci,
Ormanni, and Alberichi, even in their decline,
illustrious citizens; and I saw, as great as they
were old, with him of La Sannella, him of
L’ Arca, and Soldanieri, and Ardinghi, and
Bostichi. Over the gate (which at present is
laden with new felony of such great weight
that soon there will be jettison from the bark),
were the Ravignani, from whom the Count
Guido is descended, and whosoever has since
taken the name of the high Bellincionje.” He
of La Pressa knew already how one should
rule, and Galigaio already had in his house the
gilded hilt and pummel. Great were already
the column of the Vair,’ the Sacchetti, Giuochi,
Fifanti, and Barucci, and Galli, and they who
blush for the bushel.” The stock from which
the Calfucci sprang was already great and
already the Sizii and Arrigucci bad been
drawn to the curule chairs.

109. “Oh, how great did T see those who
have been undone by their pride!® and the
balls of gold" made Florence flourish with all

* Above the Gate of St. Peter rose the walls of the
abode of the Cerchi, who, making themselves the
head of the White faction, became chief promoters of
civil strife in Florence.

?See Canto xv. 112, and Hell, xvi. 37.

*The family of the Pigli, whose scutcheon was di-
vided longitudinally by a stripe of the heraldic repre-
sentation of the fur called vair.

*One of the Chiaramontesi, being the officer in
charge of the sale of salt for the Commune, had
cheated both the Commune and the people by using
a false measure. See Prurgatory, xii. 104, 105,

® The house of the Donati.

®The Uberti (sce Hell, x).

" The Lamberti, who bore golden balls on their
shields. See Hell, xxviii. 103-111.

their great deeds. So did the fathers of those
who, whenever your church is vacant, become
fat by staying in consistory.” The overweening
race which is as a dragon behind him who
flies, and to him who shows tooth or purse is
gentle as a lamb,” already was coming up, but
from small folk, so that it did not please Uber-
tin Donato that this father-in-law afterward
made him their kinsman. Already had Ca-
ponsacco descended into the market place
down from Fiesole, and already was Giuda a
good citizen, and Infangato.” I will tell a thing
incredible and true; into the little circle one
entered by a gate which was named for those
of La Pera.” Everyone who bears the beautiful
ensign of the great baron” whose name and
whose worth the feast of Thomas keeps fresh,
from him had knighthood and privilege; al-
though to-day he who binds it with a border
unites himself with the populace.” Already
there were Gualterotti and Importuni; and the
Borgo™ would even now be more quiet, if they
had gone fasting of new neighbors. The house
of which was born your weeping,” by reason
of its just indignation which has slain you, and
put an end to your glad living, was honored,
both itself and its consorts. Oh Buondelmonte,
how ill didst thou flee its nuptials through the
persuasions of another!” Many would be glad

®The Visdomini and the Tosinghi, guardians of
the bishopric of Florence, who had the right, during
any vacancy of the see, of administering its revenues,
and thus after the death of a bishop, by securing delay
in the appointment of his successor, grew fat on the
episcopal revenues.

°The Adimari.

** These three names mean “Head in bag,” “Judas,”
and “Bemired.”

* The Peruzzi, who bore the pear as a charge upon
their scutcheon.

Hugh, imperial vicar of Tuscany in the time of
Otho II and Otho III. He died on St, Thomas’s Day,
December 21, 1006.

* Giano della Bella, the great leader of the Flor-
entine commonalty in the latter yvears of the thir-
teenth century. He bore the arms of Hugh with a
border of gold.

“The Borgo Santi Apostoli would have been more
tranquil if the Buondelmonti had not come to take
up their abode in it after the destruction of their
stronghold of Montebuono.

* The Amidei had a long and bitter fcud with the
Buondelmonti that divided the whole city.

" The quarrel between the Amidei and the Buon-
delmonti arose from Buondelmonte dei Buondel-
monti’s slighting a daughter of the former house. 1o
whom he was betrothed, for a daughter of the Do-

nati. induced thereto by her mother. This was in
1215.
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who now are sorrowful, if God had conceded
thee to the Ema’ the first time that thou
camest to the city. But it behoved that Florence
in her last hour of peace should offer a victim
to that mutilated stone which guards the
bridge.”

148, “With these families, and with others
with them, I saw Florence in such repose that
she had no occasion why she should weep.
With these families I saw her people so glori-
ous and so just that the lily was never set re-
versed upon the stafl, nor made vermilion by
dtvisions.”

CANTO XVII

As HE who still makes fathers chary toward
their sons came to Clymene, to ascertain con-
cerning that which he had heard against him-
self;” such was I, and such was I perceived to be
both by Beatrice, and by the holy lamp which
previously for my sake had changed its station.
Wherefore my Lady said to me: “Send forth
the flame of thy desire in such wise that it may
issue imprinted well by the internal stamp; not
in order that our knowledge may increase
through thy speech, but in order that thou ac-
custom thyself to tell thy thirst, so that one
may give thee drink.”

13. “O dear root of me, who so upliftest thy-
self that, even as earthly minds see that two
obtuse angles can not be contained in a triangle.
so thou, gazing upon the Point to which all
times are present, dost see contingent things,
ere in themselves they are; while T was con-
joined with Virgil, up over the mountain
which cures the souls, and while descending in
the dead world, grave words were said to me
of my future life; although I feel myself truly
four-square against the blows of chance. Where-
fore my wish would be contented by hearing
what fortune is drawing near for me; for ar-
row foreseen comes more slack.” Thus said I
unto that same light which had spoken to me

* A little stream that has to be crossed in coming
from Montebuono to Florence.

*That victim was Buondelmonte himself, slain by
the outraged Amidei, at the foot of the mutilated
statue of Mars.

* Phaéthon, son of Clymene by Apollo, having been
told that Apollo was not his father, went to his
mother to ascertain the truth—with calamitous re-
sults. Sec Hell, xvii. 107; Purgatory, iv. 72,

PARADISE

before, and, as Beatrice willed, was my wish
confessed.

31. Not with ambiguous terms in which the
foolish folk of old were entangled, before the
Lamb of God which taketh away sins had
been slain, but with clear words and with plain
speech that paternal love, enclosed and made
manifest by its own smile, made answer:

37. “Contingency, which does not extend
outside the volume of your matter, is all de-
picted in the Eternal Vision. Yet thence it does
not take necessity, more than does a ship which
is going down the stream from the eye in
which it is mirrored. Therefrom, even as sweet
harmony comes to the ear from an organ,
comes to my sight the time that is preparing
for thee. As Hippolytus departed from Athens.
by reason of his pitiless and perfidious step-
mother, so from Florence thou must needs de-
part. This is willed, this is already sought for,
and will soon be brought to pass, by him* who
meditates it there where every day Christ is
bought and sold. The blame will follow the
injured party, in outcry, as is wont; but the
vengeance will be testimony to the truth which
dispenses it. Thou shalt leave everything be-
loved most dearly: and this is the arrow which
the bow of exile shoots first. Thou shalt make
proof how the bread of others savors of salt,
and how hard a path is the descending and the
mounting of another’s stairs. And that which
will weigh heaviest upon thy shoulders will be
the evil and senseless company’ with which
thou wile fall into this valley: which all un-
grateful, all mad and malevolent will turn
against thee; but short while after, it, not thou,
shall have the forehead red therefor. Of its
bestiality, its own proceduce will afford the
proof; so that it will be well-becoming for thee
to have made thee a party by thyself.

70.““Thy first refuge and first inn shall be the
courtesy of the great Lombard® who bears the
holy bird upon the ladder, who will have for
thee such benign regard that, in doing and in
asking, between you two, that will be first,
which between others is the slowest. With him

* Boniface VIII.

®The other Florentine exiles of the party of the
Whites.

* Bartolommeo della Scala, lord of Verona, whose
armorial bearings were the imperial eagle upon a
ladder.




CANTO XVIII

shalt thou see one,” who was so impressed, at
his birth, by this strong star,” that his deeds
will be notable. Not yet are the people aware
of him, because of his young age; for these
wheels have revolved around him only nine
years. But ere the Gascon cheat the lofty Henry’
some sparkles of his virtue shall appear, in his
caring not for money nor for toils. His mag-
nificences shall hereafter be so known, that his
enemies will not be able to keep their tongues
mute about them. Look thou to him, and to his
benefits; by him shall many people be trans-
formed, rich and mendicant changing condi-
tion. And thou shalt bear hence written of him
in thy mind, but thou shalt not tell it,”—and
he told things incredible to those who shall be
present. Then he added: “Son, these are the
glosses on which was said to thee: behold the
snares which are hidden behind few revolu-
tions. Yet I would not that thou hate thy neigh-
bors, because thy life has a future far beyond
the punishment of their perfidies.”

100. When by its silence that holy soul showed
it had finished putting the woof into that web
which I had held out to it, warped, I began, as
he who, in doubt, longs for counsel from a per-
son who sees, and wills uprightly, and loves:
“I see well, my Father, how the time spurs on
toward me to give me such a blow as is heavi-
est to him who most deserts himself; where-
fore it is good that I arm me with foresight, so
that if the place most dear be taken from me,
I may not lose the others by my songs. Down
through the world of endless bitterness, and
over the mountain from whose fair summit the
eyes of my Lady uplifted me, and then through
heaven from light to light, I have learned that
which, if I tell again, will have for many a
savor of great bitterness; and if I am a timid
friend to the truth, I fear to lose life among
those who will call this time ancient.”

121. The light, within which my treasure
that I had found there was smiling, first be-
came flashing as a mirror of gold in the sun-

*Can Grande della Scala, the youngest brother of
Bartolommeo, and his successor as lord of Verona.
He was made Imperial Vicar in 1311, and on him
the hopes of the Ghibellines rested.

* Mars.

* Before the Gascon Pope Clement V, under whom
the papal see was established at Avignon, shall deceive
Henry VII,
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beam; then it replied: “A conscience dark,
either with its own or with another’s shame,
will indeed feel thy speech to be harsh; but
nevertheless, all falsehood laid aside, make thy
whole vision manifest, and let then the scratch-
ing be where the itch is; for if at the first taste
thy voice shall be molestful, afterwards, when
it shall be digesred, it will leave vital nourish-
ment. This cry of thine shall do as the wind,
which strikes hardest the loftiest summits; and
that is no little argument of honor. Therefore
only the souls which are known of fame have
been shown to thee within these wheels, upon
the mountain, and in the woeful valley; for the
mind of him who hears rests not, nor confirms
its faith, by an example which has its root un-
known and hidden, nor by other argument
which is not apparent.”

CANTO XVIII

Now was that blessed mirror enjoying only
its own thoughts,” and I was tasting mine, tem-
pering the bitter with the sweet, and that Lady
who was leading me to God said: “Change thy
thought; think that [ am near to Him who
lightens the burden of every wrong.” I turned
me round at the loving sound of my Comfort,
and what love I then saw in the holy eyes, I
here leave it; not only because I distrust my
own speech, but because of the memory which
cannot return so far above itself, unless another
guide it. Thus much of that moment can I re-
count, that, again beholding her, my affection
was free from every other desire.

16. While the Eternal Pleasure, which was
raying directly upon Beatrice, was contenting
me with its second aspect from her fair face,
vanquishing me with the light of a smile, she
said to me: “Turn thee, and listen, for not only
in my eyes is Paradise.”

22. As sometimes here the affection is seen in
the countenance, if it be so great that the whole
soul is taken up by i, so in the flaming of the
holy effulgence to which I turned me, I recog-
nized the will in it still to discourse somewhat
with me. It began: “In this fifth seat’ of the
tree, which has life from its top, and always
bears fruit, and never loses leaf, are blessed

*See Aquinas, Summa Theologica, Part 1. ) 14,
A 1.

*The Heaven of Mars, the fifth resting-place in
the ascent of Heaven.
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spirits, who below, before they came to heaven,
were of great renown, so that every Musc
would be rich with them. Therefore gaze up-
on the arms of the Cross; he, whom 1 shall
name, will there do the act which in a cloud its
own swift fire does.” At the naming of Joshua,
even as it was done, [ saw a light drawn along
the Cross; nor was the word noted by me be-
fore the fact. And at the name of the lofty
Maccabeus' T saw another move revolving, and
gladness was the whip of the top. Thus for
Clarlemagne and for Roland my attentive gaze
followed two of them, as the eye follows its
falcon as he flies. Afterward William, and Re-
nouard,” and the duke Godfrey,’ and Robert
Guiscard® drew my sight along that Cross.
Then, moving, and mingling among the other
lights, the soul which had spoken with me
showed me how great an artist it was among
the singers of the heaven.

52. ] turned me round to my right side to see
in Beatrice my duty signified cither by speech
or by act, and I saw her eyes so clear, so joyous,
that her semblance surpassed her other and her
latest wont. And even as, through feeling more
delight in doing well, a man from day to day
becomes aware that his virtue makes advance,
so I, seeing that miracle more adorned, be-
came aware that my circling round together
with the heaven had increased its arc. And
such as is the change, in brief passage of time,
in a pale lady, when her countenance discharges
itself of the load of bashfulness, such was there
to my eyes, when I turned, because of the
whiteness of the temperate sixth star which
had received me within itself.” I saw, within
that torch of Jove, the sparkling of the Jove
which was there, shaping out our speech to my
eyes.

73. And as birds, risen from the shore, as if
rejoicing together at their pasture, make of
themselves a troop now round, now of other
shape, so within the lights holy creatures were

! See 1 Maccabees, 2-9.

* William, Count of Orange, and Renouard his
companion in arms, paladins of Charlemagne.

* Godfrey of Bouillon, the leader of the First Cru-
Saqe’i‘he founder of the Norman kingdom of Naples.

*The change was from the red light of Mars to
the white light of Jupiter, a planet called by astrol-

ogers “‘temperate,” as lying between the heat of
Mars and the coldness of Saturn.

]
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singing as they flew, and in their figures made
of themselves now D, now I, now L.° At first,
as they sang, they moved to their own notes,
then as they became one of these characters,
they stopped a little, and were silent.

82. O divine Pegasea,” who makest the wits
of men glorious, and renderest them long-
lived, as they, through thee, the cities and the
kingdoms, illumine me with thyself that I may
set forth their shapes, as I have conceived them;
let thy power appear in thesc brief verses!

88. They showed themselves then in five times
seven vowels and consonants; and I noted the
parts as they seemed as if spoken tc me. Dili-
gite justitiam were the first verb and noun of
all the picture; qui judicatis terram” were the
last. Then in the M of the fifth word they re-
mained arranged, so that Jove seemed silver
patterned there with gold. And I saw other
lights descending where the top of the M was,
and become quiet there, singing, I believe, the
Good which moves them to Itself. Then, as on
the striking of burning logs rise innumerable
sparks, wherefrom the foolish are wont to
draw auguries, so thence there secmed to rise
again more than a thousand lights, and mount,
some much and some little, according as the
Sun which kindles them allotted to them; and,
each having become quiet in its place, I saw the
head and the neck of an eagle represented by
that patterned fire. He who paints there, has
none who may guide Him, but He Himself
guides, and from Him is recognized that virtue
which is form for the nests. The rest of the
blessed spirits, which at first seemed content to
lily themselves on the M, with a slight motion
followed out the imprint.

115. O sweet star, what and how many gems
made plain to me that our justice is the effect
of that heaven which thou dost ingem! Where-
fore I pray the Mind, in which thy motion and
thy virtue have beginning, that It look down
there whence issues the smoke which vitates
thy radiance, so that now, a second time, It
may be wroth at the buying and the selling in
the temple, which was built up with blood and

’See line g1, infra.

" An appellation of the Muses in gencral, whose
fountain, Hippocrene, sprang up at the stamp of
Pegasus.

¥«Love righteousness, ye that be judges of the
earth.,” Wisdom of Solomon, 1. 1.




CANTO XIX

martyrdoms. O soldiery of Heaven whom I
contemplate, pray ye for those on earth who
are all gone astray after the bad example! Of
old it was the wont to make war with swords,
but now it is made by taking away, now here
now there. the bread which the pitying Father
locks up from none.

130. But thou that writest only in order to
cancel, bethink thee that Peter and Paul, who
died for the vineyard which thou art laying
waste, are still alive. Thou canst say indeed:
“I have my desire set so on him’ who willed to
live alone. and for a dance was dragged to mar-
tyrdom, that I know not the Fisherman nor
Paul.”

CANTO XIX

WitH outspread wings appeared before me
the beautiful image which the inrerwoven
souls, joyful in their sweet fruition, were mak-
ing. Each of them appeared as a little ruby on
which a ray of the sun should glow so enkin-
dled as to reflect him into my eyes. And that
which it now behoves me to retrace, never did
voice report. nor ink write, nor was it ever
comprised by fancy; for I saw, and also heard
the beak speaking, and uttering with its voice
both 7 and My, when in conception it was We
and Our.

13. And it began: ““Through being just and
pious am [ here exalted to that glory which al-
lows not itself to be surpassed by desire; and
on earth 1 left my memory such that the evil
people there commend it but follow not its
story.” Thus one sole heat makes itself felt
from many embers, even as from many loves
one sole sound issued from that image. Where-
on I at once: “O perpetual flowers of the eter-
nal gladness, ye which make all your odors
seem to me only one, solve for me, by your
breath, the great fast which long has held me
hungering, not finding foritany food onearth.
Well do I know that if the Divine Justice
makes another realm in heaven its mirror.”
yours does not apprehend it through a veil. Ye
know how intently T prepare myself to listen;
ye know what is that doubt which is so old a
fast to me.”

“St. John the Baptist, whose image was on the
florin. Cf. Matthew, 14. 1-12; Mark, 6. 21-28,
*See Canto ix. 61f.
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34. s a falcon which, issuing from the hood,
moves its head, and claps its wings, showing its
will, and making itself fine: so I saw this em-
blem, which was woven of praise of the Divine
Grace, become, with songs such as he knows
who thereabove rejoices. Then it began: “He
who turned the compasses at the verge of the
world, and distributed within it so much occult
and manifest, could not so imprint His Power
on all the universe that His Word should not
remain in infinite excess. And this makes cer-
tain that the first proud one, who was the top
of every creature, through not awaiting light,
fell immature. And hence it appears, that every
lesser nature is a scant receptacle for that Good
which has no end, and measures Itself by Itsclf.
Therefore our vision, which must needs be one
of the rays of the Mind with which all things
are replete, cannot in its own nature be so po-
tent as not to discern its origin far beyond that
which is apparent to it.

58. “Therefore the sight into the Eternal
Justice which your world receives penetrates
within as the eye into the sea; which, though
from the shore it can see the bottom, on the
main it sees it not, and neverthcless it is there,
but the depth conceals it. There is no light but
that which comes from the serene which is
never clouded; nay, rather there is darkness,
either shadow of the flesh, or its poison. The
hiding-place is now open enough to thee,
which concealed from thee the living Justice
concerning which thou didst make such fre-
quent question; for thou saidst: ‘A man is born
on the bank of the Indus, and no one is there
who may tell of Christ, nor who mav read, nor
who mayv write: and all his wishes and acts are
good. so far as human reason sees, without sin
in life or in speech. He dies unbaptized, and
without faith; where is this Justice which con-
demns him? where is his sin if he does not be-
lieve?” Now who art thou, that, with the short
vision of a single span, wouldst sit upon a
bench to judge a thousand miles away? As-
suredly, for him who subtilizes with me, if the
Scripture were not above you, there would be
marvellous occasion for doubting. Oh earthly
animals! oh gross minds'

86.“The primal Will, which of Ttself is good,
has never moved from Itself, which is the

8Cf. Hell, xxxiv. 92.
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Supreme Good. So much is just as is consonant
with It; no created good draws It to itself, but
It, raying forth, is the cause of that good.”

g1. As the stork circles above her nest, after
she has fed her brood, and as the one that has
been fed looks up at her, such became the bless-
ed image, which impelled by so many coun-
sels moved its wings, and I so raised my brows.
Wheeling it sang, and said: “As are my notes
to thee who understandest them not, such is
the Eternal Judgment to you mortals.”

100. After those shining flames of the Holy
Spirit became quiet, still in the sign which
made the Romans reverend to the world, it be-
gan again: “To this kingdom no one ever
ascended, who had not believed in Christ either
before or after he was nailed to the tree. But
behold, many cry Christ, Christ, who, at the
Judgment, shall be far less near to him, than
some one who knows not Christ; and the Ethi-
op will condemn such Christians when the
two companies shall be separated, the one for-
ever rich, and the other poor. What may the
Persians say to your kings, when they shall see
that volume open in which was written all
their dispraises?

115. “There shall be seen among the deeds of
Albert that which will soon set the pen in mo-
tion, by which the kingdom of Prague shall be
made a desert.” There shall be seen the woe
which he who shall die by the blow of a wild
boar is bringing upon the Seine by falsifying
the coin.” There shall be seen the pride that
quickens thirst, which makes the Scot and the
Englishman mad, so that neither can keep
within his own bounds. The luxury shall be
seen, and the effeminate living of him of Spain,
and of him of Bohemia, who never knew
valor, nor wished it.” The goodness of the crip-
ple of Jerusalem shall be seen marked with an
I, while an M shall mark the contrary. The

! The devastation of Bohemia in 1304, by Albert of
Austria (Purgatory, vi. g7fL.).

® After his defeat at Courtrai, in 1302, Philip the
Fair, to provide himself with means, debased the coin
of the realm. He died in 1314 from the effects of a
fall from his horse, overthrown by a wild boar in the
forest of Fontainebleau.

# Respectively, Ferdinand IV of Castile and Wen-
ceslaus 1V of Bohemia, Cf. Purgatory, vii. 102.

*The virtues and vices of the lame Charles II, king
of Naples, titular king of Jerusalem, shall be marked
in Roman numerals. See Canto viil. 82.

avarice and the cowardice shall be seen of him
who guards the island of the fire, where An-
chises ended his long life; and, to give to under-
stand how paltry he is, the writing for him
shall be in abridged letters which shall note
much in little space.” And to every one shall
be apparent the foul deeds of his uncle and of
his brother,’ who have dishonored so eminent
a race and two crowns. And he of Portugal,
and he of Norway® shall be known there: and
he of Rascia,” who, to his harm, has seen the
coin of Venice. Oh happy Hungary, if she al-
low herself no longer to be maltreated! and
happy Navarre, if she arm herself with the
mountains which bind her round! And all
should believe that, for earnest of this, Nicosia
and Famagosta are now lamenting and com-
plaining because of their beast which departs
not from the side of the others.”

CANTO XX

WHEN he who illumines all the world de-
scends from our hemisphere so that the day on
every side is spent, the heaven, which before is
enkindled by him alone, suddenly makes itself
again conspicuous with many lights, wherein
one alone is shining. And this act of heaven
came to my mind when the ensign of the
world and of its leaders became silent in its
blessed beak; because all those living lights,
shining far more, began songs which have
lapsed and fallen from my memory.

13. O sweet Love, that mantlest thyself with
a smile, how ardent didst thou appear in those
flutes which had the breath alone of holy
thoughts!

16. After the precious and shining stones,
wherewith T saw the sixth luminary, in-
gemmed, imposed silence on their angelic
chime, I seemed to hear the murmur of a

* Frederick of Aragon, king of Sicily. Sce Purgatory,
vil, 119,

® James, king of Majorca and Minorca, and James,
king of Aragon, See Purgarory, vii. 120,

" Dionysius, king of Portugal. to whom a base love
of money-getting was ascribed.

8 Hakon V, who cruelly warred with Denmark.

® Rascia, so called from a Slavonic tribe, which
occupied a region south of the Danube, embracing a
part of the modern Servia and Bosnia. King Stephen
Ouros, who died in 1307, imitated the coin of Venice
with a debased coinage.

% Cities in Cyprus, which are now lamenting under
the rule of Henry II, of the house of Lusignan.




CANTO XX

stream which falls down clear from rock to
rock, showing the abundance of its mountain
source. And as the sound takes its form at the
cithern’s neck, and as at the vent of the bag-
pipe wind which enters it, thus, without pause
of waiting, that murmer of the Eagle rose up
through its neck, as if it were hollow. There it
became voice, and thence it issued through its
beak in form of words, such as the heart where-
on I wrote them was waiting.

31. “The part in me which in mortal eagles
sees and endures the sun,” it began to me,
“must now be gazed at fixedly, because of the
fires whereof I make my shape, those with
which the eye in my head is sparkling are the
chief of all their grades. He who shines in the
middle, as the pupil, was the singer of the Holy
Spirit, who bore about the ark from town to
town;' now he knows the merit of his song, so
far as it was the effect of his own counsel, by
the remuneration which is proportioned to it.
Of the five which make a circle for my brow,
he who is nearest to my beak consoled the poor
widow for her son;’ now he knows, by the ex-
perience of this sweet life and of its opposite,
how dear it costs not to follow Christ. And he
who on the rising arc comes next in the cir-
cumference of which I speak, by true peni-
tence delayed death:’ now he knows that the
eternal judgment is not transmuted, when
worthy prayer there below makes to-morrow’s
that which was to-day’s. The next who follows,
with a good intention which bore bad {ruit,
made himself Greek, together with the laws
and me, in order to give place to the Pastor;’
now he knows how the ill deduced from his
good action is not hurtful to him, although
thereby the world be destroyed. And he whom
thou seest in the down-bent arc was William,”
whom that land deplores which weeps for
Charles and Frederick living:® now he knows
how heaven is enamoured of a just king, and
by the aspect of his effulgence makes it still
seen. Who, down in the erring world, would

*David. See IISamuel, 6: Cf. Purgatory, x. 64-67.

>Trajan. Sce Purgatory, X. 73-93.
®King Hezekiah. See 1 Kings, 20. 1-6; Isaiah, 38,

1-5.
* Constantine the Great ceded Rome to the Pope
and transferred the seat of empire to Constantinople,

“William 11 called “the Good,” king of Sicily and
Apulia.

" See Canto xix, 127-135.
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believe that Rhipeus the Trojan’ was the fifth
of the holy lights in this circle’ Now he knows
much of that which the world cannot see of the
divine grace, although his sight cannot discern
the bottom.”

73. Like a litde lark that in the air expati-
ates, first singing, and then is silent, content
with the last sweetness which satisfies her, such
seemed to me the image of the imprint of the
Eternal Pleasure, according to whose desire
everything becomes that which it is.

79. And though I was there, in respect to my
doubt,’ like glass to the color which it clothes,
it endured not to bide its time in silence, but
with the force of its own weight urged from
my mouth: “What things are these?” whereat
I saw great festival of flashing. Then at oncc,
with its eye more enkindled, the blessed ensign
answered me, in order not to keep me in won-
dering suspense:

88. “I see that thou believest these things be-
cause I say them, but thou seest not how; so
that, although believed in, they are hidden.
Thou dost as one who fully apprehends a thing
by name, but cannot see its quiddity unless an-
other explain it. Regnum coelorum® suffers vi-
olence from fervent love, and from living
hope which vanquishes the divine will; not in
such wise as man overcomes man, but van-
quishes it, because it wills to be vanquished,
and, vanquished, vanquishes with its own be-
nignity. The first life of the eyebrow and the
fifth make thee marvel, because thou seest
the region of the Angels painted with them.
From their bodies they did not issue Gentiles,
as thou believest, but Christians, with firm
faith,oneinthe Feetthat were tosuffer,oneinthe
Feet that had suffered. For the one came back
unto his bones from Hell, where there is never
return to righteous will: and that was the re-
ward of living hope; of living hope, which put
its power into the prayers made to God to raise
him up, so that it might be possible for his will
to be moved.

112. “The glorious soul, of whom I speak.
returning to the flesh, in which it was but little
while, believed in Him Who had power to aid
it; and in believing was kindled to such fire of

T See Aenerd. 1. g426-127.
¥ Gee Canto xiX. 103-105.
® “The kingdom of Heaven.” Matthew, 11, 12.
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true love, that at its second death it was worthy
to come unto this festivity. The other, through
grace which distils from a fount so deep that
creature never pushed the eye far as its primal
wave, there below set all his love on righteous-
ness; wherefore from grace to grace God
opened his eye to our future redemption, so
that he believed in it, and thenceforth endured
no more the stench of paganism, and reproved
therefor the perverse folk. Those three Ladies
whom thou hast seen at the right wheel” were
to him for baptism, more than a thousand
years before baptizing. O predestination, how
remote is thy root from the vision of those who
see not the First Cause entire! And ye, mortals,
keep yourselves restrained in judging; for we
who see God know not yet all the elect: and to
us such defect is sweet, for our good is per-
fected in this good—that what God wills we
also will.”

139. Thus, to make my short sight clear,
sweet medicine was given to me by that divine
image. And as a good lutanist makes the vibra-
tion of the string accompany a good singer,
whereby the song acquires more pleasantness,
so | remember that, while it spake. I saw the
two blessed lights moving their flamelets to
the words, just as the winking of the eyes con-
cords.

CANTO XXI

ALREADY were my eyes fixed again upon the
countenance of my Lady, and my mind with
them, and from every other intent it was with-
drawn; and she was not smiling, but: “If 1
should smile,” she began to me, “thou wouldst
become such as Semele was when she became
ashes; for my beauty, which along the stairs of
the cternal palace is kindled the more, as thou
hast seen, the higher the ascent, is so resplen-
dent that, were it not tempered, at its efful-
gence thy mortal power would be as a bough
shattered by thunder. We are lifted to the sev-
cnth splendor, which beneath the breast of the
burning lLion now radiates downward min-
gled with his strength.” Fix thy mind behind
thine eyes, and make of them mirrors for the
figure which in this mirror shall be apparent
to thee.”

! See Purgatory, XXix. 121.
“Saturn, which was in the sign of the Lion.

PARADISE

19. He who should know what was the pas-
ture of my sight in her blessed aspect, when 1
transferred me to another care, would know, by
counterpoising one side with the other, how
pleasing it was to me to obey my celestial es-
cort.

25. Within the crystal which, circling round
the world, bears the name of its illustrious lead-
er, under whom all wickedness lay dead,” I saw,
of the color of gold on which a sunbeam is
shining, a ladder rising up so high that my eye
followed it not. I saw, moreover, so many splen-
dors descending along the steps, thar I thought
every light which appears in heaven had been
poured down from it.

34. And as, by their natural custom. the daws,
at the beginning of the day, move about togeth-
er, in order to warm their cold feathers; then
some go away without return, others wheel
round to whence they started, and others, cir-
cling, make a stay; such fashion it scemed to
me was here in that sparkling which came to-
gether, so soon as it struck on a certain step;
and that one which stopped nearest to us be-
came so bright that I said in my thought: “I
see well the love which thou dost signify to me.
But she, from whom I await the how and the
when of speech and of silence, stays still; where-
fore I, contrary to desire, do well not to ask.”
Whereupon she, who saw my silence, in the
sight of Him who sees everything, said to me:
“Let loose thy warm desire.”

52. And I began: “My own merit does not
make me worthy of thy answer; but for her
sake who concedes to me the asking, O blessed
life, that art hidden within thine own joy,
make known to me the cause which has placed
thee so near me; and tell why in this whee! the
sweet symphony of Paradise is silent, which
below through the others so devoutly sounds.”

61. “Thou hast thy hearing mortal, as thy
sight,” it replied to me; “therefore no song is
here for the same reason that Beatrice has no
smile. Down over the steps of the holy stairway
I have descended so far, only to give thee glad
welcome with my speech and with the light
that mantles me; nor has more love made me
to be more ready, for as much and more love
is burning up there, even as the flaming man-
ifests to thee: but the high charity, which makes

*Sawrn, in the golden age.




CANTO XXII

us prompt servants to the Counsel that governs
the world, allots here, even as thou observest.”

=3. "I see well,” said I, “O sacred lamp, how
free love suffices in this Court for following
the eternal Providence; but this is what seems
to me hard to discern, why thou alone among
thy consorts wert predestined to this office.” [
had not come to the last word before the light
made a centre of its middle, whirling itself like
a swift millstone.

82. Then the love that was within it an-
swered: A divine light is directed on me, pen-
etrating through this wherein I embosom me;:
the virtue of which, conjoined with my vision,
lifts me above myself so far that I see the Su-
preme Essence from which it emanates. Thence
comes the joy wherewith I flame, because to my
vision, in proportion as it is clear, I match the
clearness of my flame. But that soul in Heaven
which is most enlightened, that Seraph who
has his cye most fixed on God, could not satisfy
thy demand; because that which thou askest
lies so deep within the abyss of the eternal stat-
ute, that from every created sight it is cut off.
And when thou returnest to the mortal world,
carry this back, so that it may no longer pre-
sume to move its feet toward such a goal. The
mind which shines here, on earth is smoky;
wherefore consider how can it do there below
that which it cannot do though Heaven assume
i.”

103. So did its words prescribe to me, that [
left the question, and drew me back to ask it
humbly who it was. “Between the two shores
of Italy, and not very distant from thy native
land, rise rocks so high that the thunders sound
far lower down, and they form a ridge which
1s called Catria, beneath which a hermitage is
consecrated which was wont to be devoted to
worship only.™

112. Thus it began again to me with its third
speech, and then, continuing, said: “There in
the service of God I became so steadfast, that,
only with food of olive juice, lightly T used to
pass the heats and frosts, content in contem-
plative thoughts. That cloister was wont to ren-
der in abundance to these heavens; and now it
1s become so empty as needs must soon be re-

' Cf. Canto iii. 52-87.

* Catria is a high offshoot to the east from the Apen-

nines, between Urbino and Gubbio. On its side was the
Camaldolite monastery of Fonte Avellana.
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vealed. In that place was I Peter Damian,* and
Peter the sinner had I been in the house of Qur
Lady on the Adriatic shore. Little of mortal life
was remaining for me, when I was sought for
and dragged to that hat which ever is passed
down from bad to worse. Cephas' came, and
the great vessel of the Holy Spirit’ came, lean
and barefoot, taking the food of whatsoever
inn. Now the modern pastors require one to
prop them up on this side and that, and one to
lead them, so heavy are they, and one to hold
up their trains behind. They cover their pal-
freys with their mantles, so that two beasts go
under one hide. O Patience, that dost endure
so much!”

136. At these words I saw more flamelets
from step to step descending and whirling, and
every whirl made them more beautiful. Round
about this one they came, and stopped, and ut-
tered a cry of such deep sound that here could
be none like it; nor did I understand it, the
thunder so overcame me.

CANTO XXII

OprrEssep with amazement, [ turned me to
my Guide, like a little child who always runs
back thither where he most confides; and she,
like a mother who quickly succors her pale and
breathless son with her voice, which is wont to
reassure him, said to me: “Knowst thou not
that thou art in Heaven? and knowst thou not
that Heaven is all holy, and whatever is done
here comes from rightcous zeal? How the song
would have transformed thee,and I by smiling,
thou canst now conceive, since the cry has so
greatly moved thee; in which, if thou hadst un-
derstood its prayers, already would be known
to thee the vengeance which thou shalt see be-
fore thou diest. The sword of here on high cuts
not in haste, nor tardily, save to the seeming
of him who, desiring or fearing, awaits it. But
turn thee round now toward the others: for
many illustrious spirits thou shalt see, if, as I
bid, thou carry back thy look.”

22. As was her pleasure | directed my eyes,
and saw a hundred little spheres, which togeth-
er were making themselves more beautiful with

3 A doctor of the Church in the cleventh cenrury.
For vears abbot of Fonte Avellana, in ro58 he, mnch
against his will, was made cardinal bishop of Osta.

*St. Peter. Sce John, 1. 42.
5 St. Paul. See Acts, 9. 15.
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their mutual rays. I was standing as one who
within himself represses the point of his desire,
and attempts not to ask, he so fears the too-
much. And the largest and most lustrous of
those pearls’ came forward to make my wish
concerning itself content. Then within it I
heard: “If thou couldst see, as I do, the charity
which burns among us, thy thoughts would be
expressed; but that thou, by waiting, mayst not
retard thy high end, I will make answer to
thee, even to the thought about which thou so
restrainest thyself.

37. “That mountain on whose slope Cassino
is, was of old frequented on its summit by the
deluded and ill-disposed people, and I am he
who first bore up there the name of Him Who
brought to earth the truth which so high exalts
us: and such grace shone upon me that I drew
away the surrounding villages from the im-
pious worship which seduced the world. All
these other fires were contemplative men, kin-
dled by that heat which brings to birth holy
flowers and fruits. Here 1s Macarius, here is
Romualdus,” here are my brothers, who fixed
their feet within the cloisters, and held their
heart steadfast.”

52. And I to him: ““The affection which thou
displayest in speaking with me, and the good
semblance which I see and note in all your ar-
dors, have expanded my confidence as the sun
does the rose, when she becomes open as wide
as she has power to be. Therefore I pray thee,
and do thou, Father, assure me if I am capable
of receiving so great grace, that I may see thee
with uncovered shape.”

61. Whereon he: “Brother, thy high desire
shall be fulfilled up in the last sphere,’ where
are fulfilled all others and my own. There ev-
ery desire is perfect, mature, and whole; in that
alone is every part there where it always was:
for it is not in space, and it has not poles; and
our ladder reaches up to it, so that thus from
thy sight it steals itself. Far up as there the pa-
triarch Jacob saw it stretch its upper part, when
it appeared to him so laden with Angels.

73. “But no one now lifts his feet from earth

1 St. Benedict.

% St. Macarius of Alexandria, a disciple of St. An-
tony, who did much to promote the monastic rule in
the East. St. Romualdus founded the Order of Ca-
maldoli in 1o12.

# The Empyrean.

PARADISE

to ascend it; and my Rule remains for waste
of paper. The walls, which used to be an abbey.
have become dens, and the cowls are sacks full
of bad meal. But heavy usury is not levied so
counter to God’s pleasure, as that fruit which
makes the heart of the monks so mad; for
whatsoever the Church has in keeping is all for
the folk that ask it in God’s name, not for kin-
dred, or for others more vile. The flesh of mor-
tals is so soft that on earth a good beginning
does not suffice from the springing of the oak
to the forming of the acorn. Peter began with-
out gold and without silver, and I with prayers
and with fasting, and Francis his convent with
humility; and if thou lookestat the beginningof
each, and then lookest again to where it has
run astray, thou wilt see the white changed to
dark. Truly, Jordan turned back, and the sea
flecing when God willed, were more marvel-
lous to behold than to see succor here.”

97. Thus he said to me, and then drew back
to his company, and the company closed to-
gether; then like a whirlwind all gathered itself
upward.

100. The sweet Lady urged me behind them,
with only a sign, up over that ladder; so did
her virtue overcome my nature. But never here
below, where one mounts and descends natur-
ally, was there motion so rapid that it could be
compared unto my wing. So may [ return,
Reader, to that devout triumph, for the sake of
which T often bewail my sins and beat my
breast, thou hadst not drawn out and put thy
finger in the fire so quickly as I saw the sign
which follows the Bull, and was within it.

112, O glorious stars, O light impregnate with
great virtue, from which I acknowledge all my
genius, whatever it may be; with you was born
and with you was hiding himself he who is
father of every mortal life, when I first felt the
Tuscanair;and then,when grace was bestowed
on me to enter within the lofty wheel which
turns you, your region was allotted to me. To
you’ my soul now devoutly sighs that it may
acquire virtue for the hard pass which draws
her to itself.

124. “Thou art so near the ultimate salva-
tion,” began Beatrice, “that thou oughtest to

* The sign of the Gemini, or Twins, in the Heaven
of the Fixed Stars.
® The Gemini,
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have thine eyes clear and keen. And therefore
ere thou enter farther into it, look back down-
ward, and see how great a world I have already
set beneath thy feet, in order that thy heart
may present itself joyous to its utmost unto the
triumphant throng which comes glad through
this round ether.”

133. With my sight I returned through all
and each of the seven spheres, and saw this
globe such that I smiled at its mean semblance;
and that counsel I approve as best which holds
it of least account; and he who thinks of other
things may be called truly righteous. I saw the
daughter of Latona' enkindled without that
shadow which had been the cause why I once
believed her rare and dense. The aspect of thy
son, Hyperion,” here I endured, and I saw how
Maia and Dione’ move around and near him.
Then appeared to me the temperateness of Jove,
between his father and his son, and then was
clear to me the varying which they make in
their position. And all the seven were displayed
to me—how great they are and how swift they
are, and how far apart they are in their abodes.
While I was revolving with the eternal Twins,
the little threshing-floor which makes us so
fierce all appeared to me, from its hills to its
river-mouths.

154. Then I turned back my eyes to the beau-
tiful eyes.

CANTO XXIII

As the bird,among the beloved leaves, hav-
ing reposed on the nest of her sweet brood
through the night which hides things from us,
who, in order to see this longed-for looks and
to find the food wherewith she may feed them,
in which her heavy toils are pleasing to her, an-
ticipates the time, upon the open twig, and
with ardent affection awaits the sun, fixedly
looking till the dawn may break; so was my
Lady, standing erect and expectant, turned to-
ward the region beneath which the sun shows
least haste; so that I, seeing her rapt and eager,
became such as he who in desire would fain
have somethingelse and in hope is satisfied. But

' The Moon. Cf. Canto ii. 49-148.

*The Titan Hyperion was the father of Helios, the

un.
° *Maia and Dione were respectively the mothers

of Mercury and Venus, and by their names these
planets are here designated.

short while was there between one and the other
when; of my awaiting, [ mean, and of my sce-
ing the heavens become more and more re-
splendent.

19. And Beatrice said: “Behold the hosts of
the Triumph of Christ, and all the fruit har-
vested by the revolution of these spheres.” It
seemed to me her face was all aflame, and her
eyes were so full of joy that I must needs pass
on without description.

25. As in the clear skies at the full moon
Trivia' smiles among the eternal nymphs who
paint the heaven through all its depths, I saw,
above thousands of lamps, a Sun that was en-
kindling each and all of them, as ours kindles
the supernal shows; and through its living
light the Jucent Substance’ gleamed so bright
upon my face that I sustained it not.

34. Oh Beatrice, sweet guide and dear!

35. She said to me: “That which overcomes
thee is a virtue against which naught defends
itself. Here 1s the Wisdom and the Power that
opened the roads between heaven and earth,
for which there erst had been such long de-

-
sire.

40. As fire is unlocked from a cloud, by dila-
ting so that it has not room there,and contrary
to its own nature falls down to earth, so my
mind, becoming greater amid those feasts, is-
sued from itself, and what it became it cannot
remember.

46. “Open thine eyes and look on what I am;
thou hast seen things such as thou art become
able to sustain my smile.” I was as one who
comes to himself from a forgotten vision and
endeavors in vain to bring it back to mind,
when I heard this invitation, worthy of such
gratitude that it is never to be effaced from the
book which records the past. If now all those
tongues which Polyhymniaand her sisters made
most rich with their sweetest milk should sound
to aid me, it would not come to a thousandth
of the truth in singing the holy smile and how
it lighted up the holy face. And thus, depict-
ing Paradise, the consecrated poem must needs
make a leap, even as one who finds his way cut
off. But whoso should consider the ponderous
theme and the mortal shoulder which is laden
therewith would not blame it if under this it

* An appellation of Diana, and hence of the moon.
® Christ in His glorified body.
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tremble. It is no voyage for a little barque, this
which my venturous prow goes cleaving, nor
for a pilot who would spare himself.

70. “Why does my face so enamour thee that
thou turnest not to the fair garden which blos-
soms beneath the rays of Christ? Here is the
Rose, in which the Divine Word became flesh:
here are the lilies' by whose odor the good way
was taken.”

76. Thus Beatrice: and I, who to her coun-
sels was wholly ready, again gave myself up to
the battle of the feeble brows.

=9. As my eyes, covered with a shadow, have
ere now seen a meadow of flowers under a sun-
beam which streams bright through a rifted
cloud, so saw I many throngs of splendors
flashed upon from above by burning rays,
though I saw not the source of the gleams. O
benignant Power which dost so imprint them,
thou didst raise thyself on high to bestow scope
there for my eyes, which were powerless.

88. The name of the fair flower” which I ev-
er invoke, both morning and evening, wholly
constrained my mind to gaze upon the great-
er fire. And when the brightness and the mag-
nitude of the living star, which up there con-
quers as it conquered here below, were de-
picted in both my eyes, from within the mid
heavens a torch, formed in a circle in fashion
of a crown, descended and engirt her, and re-
volved around her. Whatever melody sounds
sweetest here below, and to itself most draws
the soul, would seem a cloud which, being
rent, thunders, compared with the sound of
that lyre wherewith was crowned the beaute-
ous sapphire by which the brightest Heaven is
ensapphired.

103. “I am Angelic Love, and I circle round
the lofty joy which breathes from out the womb
which was the hostelry of our Desire; and I
shall circle, Lady of Heaven, until thou shalt
follow thy Son and make the supreme sphere
more divine because thou enterest it.” Thus
the circling melody sealed itself, and all the
other lights made the name of Mary resound.

112, The royal mantle’ of all the revolutions
of the world, which is most fervid and most
quickened in the breath of God and in His

! See H Corinthians, 2. 14.
*The Virgin.
® Probably the Empyrean.

ways, had its inner shore so distant above us
that sight of it, there where I was, did not yet
appear to me. Therefore my eyes had not power
to follow the crowned flame, which mounted
upward after her offspring. And as an infant
which, when it has taken the milk, stretches
its arms toward its mother, because of its af-
fection which flames up outwardly, each of
these splendors stretched upward with its flame,
so that the exalted love which they had for
Mary was manifest to me. Then they remained
there in my sight, singing Regina coell’ so
sweetly that never has the delight departed
from me. Oh how great is the abundance which
is heaped up in those most rich coffers which
were good fields for sowing here below! Here
they live and enjoy the treasure which was ac-
quired while they wept in the exile of Baby-
lon, where the gold was left aside. Here under
the exalted Son of God and of Mary, together
with the ancient and with the new council, he
triumphs in his victory who holds the keys of
such glory.

CANTO XXIV

“O reLLowsHIP elect to the great supper of
the blessed Lamb, who feeds you so that your
desire is always full, since by grace of God this
man foretastes of that which falls from your
table, before death prescribe the time for him,
give heed to his immense longing, and some-
what bedew him; ye drink ever of the fount
whence comes that of which he is thinking.”
Thus Beatrice; and those glad souls made them-
selves spheres upon fixed poles, flaming bright-
ly after the manner of comets. And as wheels
within the fittings of clocks revolve, so thar to
him who gives heed the first seems quiet, and
the last to fly, so these carols, differently danc-
ing, swift and slow, made me rate their riches.

19. From the one which I noted of greatest
beauty, I saw issue a fire so happy that it left
there none of greater brightness; and it re-
volved three times round Beatrice with a song
so divine that my fancy repeats it not to me;
wherefore my pen makes a leap, and I write

*“0O Queen of Heaven,” the first words of an
antiphon sung in the office of the Virgin at compline
on certain days after Easter. “O Queen of Heaven, re-
joice, for He whom thou wert worthy to bear rose

as He promised; pray to God for us. Hallelujah.”
® St, Peter.
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it not, for our imagination, much more our
speech, is of too vivid color for such folds. “O
holy sister mine, who dost so devoutly pray to
us, by thine ardent affection thou dost unloose
me from that fair sphere”: after it had stopped,
the blessed fire directed to my Lady its breath,
which spoke thus as I have said:

34. And she: “O light eternal of the great
man to whom our Lord left the keys, which
he bore below, of this marvellous joy, test this
man on points light and grave, as pleases thee,
concerning the Faith, through which thou
didst walk upon the sea. If he loves rightly, and
hopes rightly, and believes, is not hidden from
thee, for thou hast thy sight there where every-
thing is seen depicted. But since this realm has
made citizens by the true faith, it is well that
to glorify it speech of it should fall to him.”

46. Even as the bachelor arms himself—and
dost not speak, until the master propounds the
question—in order to adduce the proof, not to
decide it, so, while she was speaking, I was
arming me with every reason, in order to be
ready for such a questioner, and for such a pro-
fession.

52. “Speak, good Christian, declare thyself;
Faith, what is it?” Whereon I raised my
brow to that light whence this was breathed
forth, then turned me to Beatrice, and she made
prompt signals to me that I should pour the
water forth from my internal fount. “May the
Grace,” I began, “which grants to me that I
confess myself to the chief centurion cause my
conceptions to be well expressed.” And I went
on: “As the veracious pen, Father, of thy dear
brother' (who with thee set Rome on the good
track) wrote of it, Faith is the substance of
things hoped for, and evidence of things not
seen;” and this appears to me its essence.”

67. Then I heard: “Rightly dost thou think,
if thou understandest well why he placed it
among the substances, and then among the ev-
idences.” And I thereon: “The deep things
which grant unto me here the sight of them-
selves, are so hidden to eyes below that there
their existence is in belief alone, upon which
the lofty hope is founded, and therefore it takes
the designation of substance; and from this
belief we necds must syllogize, without having

! St. Paul,
“Sec Hebrews, 11. 1.
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other sight, wherefore it receives the designa-
tion of evidence.” Then I heard: “If all that
1s acquired down below for doctrine, were so
understood, the wit of sophist would have no
place there.”

82, These words were breathed forth from
thatenkindled love; then it added: “Very well
have the alloy and the weight of this coin been
now gone over, but tell me if thou hast it in
thy purse?” Whereupon I: “Yes, [ have it so
shining and so round that in its stamp nothing
is doubtful to me.” Then issued from the deep
light which was shining there: “This precious
jewel, whereon every virtue is founded. whence
came it to thee?” And I: “The abundant rain
of the Heavenly Spirit, which is shed over the
Old and over the New parchments, is a syllo-
gism which has proved it to me withsuch acute-
ness, that in comparison with this every dem-
onstration seems to me obtuse.” I heard then:
“The Old proposition and the New which are
so conclusive to thee—why dost thou hold
them for Divine speech?” And I: “The proof
which discloses the truth to me are the works
that followed, for which nature never heated
iron, nor beat anvil.”

103. It was replied to me: “Say, what assures
thee that these works were? The very thing it-
self which requires to be proved, naught else,
affirms it to thee.” “If the world were con-
verted to Christianity,” said I, “without mir-
acles, this alone is such that the others are not
the hundredth part; for thou didst enter poor
and fasting into the field to sow the good plant,
which once was a vine and now has become a
bramble.”

r12. This ended, the high holy Court re-
sounded through the spheres a “We praise
thee, O God,” in the melody which up there is
sung.

115. And that Baron® who thus from branch
to branch, examining, had now drawn me on,
so that we were approaching the last leaves, be-
gan again: “The Grace that holds courteous
converse with thy mind has apened thy mouth
thus far as it should be opened, so that I ap-
prove that which has issued forth, but now it is

See, for this signification of substance, Aquinas,
Summa Theologica, Part 1, Q 29, A 2.

*During the Middle Ages a term not infrequently
applied to the most eminent among the saints, and
even to Christ Himself.
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befitting to express what thou believest, and
whence it was offered to thy belief.”

124.“O holy father, spirit who seest that
which thou didst so believe that thou, toward
the sepulchre, didst outdo younger feet,” began
I, “thou wishest that I should here declare the
form of my ready belief, and also thou hast
asked the cause of it. And I answer: I believe
in one God, sole and eternal, who, unmoved,
moves all the Heavens with love and with de-
sire: and for such belief I have not only proofs
physical and metaphysical, but that truth also
gives it to me which hence rains down through
Moses, through Prophets, and through Psalms,
through the Gospel,and throughyou whowrote
after the fiery Spirit made you reverend. And
[ believe in three Eternal Persons, and these I
believe to be one essence, so one and so three-
fold that it will admit to be conjoined with are
and ss. Of the profound divine condition on
whichItouch,the evangelicdoctrine manytimes
sets the seal upon my mind. This is the begin-
ning, this is the spark which afterwards di-
lates into a vivid flame, and like a star in heav-
en scintillates within me.”

148. Even as a lord who hears what pleases
him, thereon, rejoicing in the news, embraces
his servant, soon as he is silent, thus, blessing
me as he sang, the apostolic light, at whose
command I had spoken, thrice encircled me
when I was silent; so had I pleased him in my
specch.

CANTO XXV

Ir it ever happen that the sacred poem to
which both heaven and earth have so set hand,
that it has made me lean for many years, should
overcome the cruelty which bars me out of the
fair sheepfold, where a lamb I slept, foe to the
wolves that give it war, then with other voice,
with other fleece, a Poet will I return, and on
the font of my baptism will I take the crown;
because there I entered into the Faith which
makes the souls known to God: and afterward
Peter, for its sake, thus encircled my brow.

13. Then a light moved toward us from that
sphere whence had issued the first-fruit which
Christ left of His vicars; and my Lady, full of
gladness, said to me: “Look, look! behold the

' Cf. John, 20. 4-6.
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Baron for whose sake there below Galicia is
visited.”

19. As when the dove alights near his mate,
and each, circling and cooing, displays its af-
fection to the other, so by the one great Prince
glorious I saw the other greeted, praising the
food which feeds them thereabove. But after
their gratulation was completed, silent coram
me’ each stopped, so blazing that it overcame
my sight. Then Beatrice, smiling, said: “Illus-
trious life, by whom the bounty of our basilica
was written, do thou make Hope resound up-
on this height; thou knowest that thou dost
represent it as many times as Jesus displayed
most brightness to the three.” “Lift up thy
head, and mind thou reassure thyself; for that
which comes up here from the mortal world
needs must be ripened in our rays.” This com-
fort came to me from the second fire; whereon
I lifted up my eyes unto the mountains which
had bent them down before with excess of
weight.

40. “Since, through grace, our Emperor wills
that thou, before thy death, come face to face
with his Counts in His most secret hall, so
that, having seen the truth of this Court, thou
mayest therewith confirm in thyself and others
the Hope which there below rightly enamours,
say what it is, and how thy mind blossoms
with it, and say whence it came to thee”; thus
further did the second light proceed.

49. And that compassionate one, who guided
the feathers of my wings to such lofty flight,
thus in the reply anticipated me: “The Church
militant has not any child possessed of more
hope, as is written in the Sun which irradiates
all our band; therefore it is conceded to him
that from Egypt he should come to Jerusalem,
to behold, before his term of warfare is com-
pleted. The other two points which are asked
not for sake of knowing, but that he may re-
port how greatly this virtue is pleasing to thee,
I leave to him, for they will not be difficult to
him, nor of vainglory, and let him answer there-

*St. James, the brother of St. Johu, is believed to
be buried at Compostella, in Galicia.

* “Before me.”

*The reference is to the Epistle of James, which
Dante wrongly attributes to St. James the Greater,
See James. 1. 5, 17.

° Cf. Matthew, 17. 111.; 25. 37; Mark, 9. 1; Luke, 8.
513 9. 28,




CANTO XXVI

to, and may the grace of God accord this to
him.”

64. As a scholar who follows his teacher,
prompt and glad in that wherein he is expert,
so that his worth may be disclosed: “Hope,”
said I, “is a sure expectation of future glory,
which divine grace produces, and preceding
merit.! From many stars this light comes to me,
but he first instilled it into my heart who was
the supreme singer of the Supreme Leader. ‘Let
them hope in Thee, who know Thy name,’” he
says in his theody; and who knows it not, if
he has my faith? Thou afterwards in thy
Epistle’ didst instil it into me together with his
instilling, so that I am full, and upon others
shower down your rain.”

79. While I was speaking, within the living
bosom of that fire a flash was trembling, sud-
den and frequent, in the manner of lightning.
Then it breathed: “The love wherewith I still
glow toward the virtue which followed me
even to the palm, and to the issue of the field,
wills that I breathe again to thee, who dost de-
light in it; and it is my pleasure, that thou tell
that which Hope promises to thee.” And I:
“The new and the old Scriptures set up the
mark, and that points it out to me. Of the souls
whom God hath made his friends, Isaiah says
that each one should be clothed in his own land
with a double garment,’ and his own land is
this sweet life; and thy brother, far more ex-
plicitly, there where he treats of the white
robes, makes manifest to us this revelation.’

g7. At first, close on the end of these words,
Sperent in t¢* was heard above us, to which
all the carols made answer; then among them
a light became so bright that, if the Crab had
one such crystal, winter would have a month
of one sole day. And as a glad maiden rises and
goes and enters in the dance, only to do honor
to the new bride, and not for any failing, so
did I see the brightened splendor come to the
two who were turning in a wheel, such as was
befitting their ardent love. It set itself there
into the song and into the measure, and my

! These words are taken directly from Peter Lom-
bard, Liber Sententiarum, iii. 26.

?See Psalms, 9. 10.

®See James, 1. 12; 2. 5; 4. 8.

* See Isaiah, 59. 7.

5See Revelation, 7. 9-17.

®“They will put their trust in thee.” Psalms, g. 10.
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Lady kept her gaze upon them, even as a bride
silent and motionless. “This is he who lay up-
on the breast of our Pelican,” and who was
chosen from upon the cross for the great of-
fice.””

115. Thus my Lady; but no more after than
before her words did she move her look from
its fixed attention. As is he who gazes and
endeavors to see the sun a little eclipsed, and
who through seeing becomes sightless, so did
I become in respect to that last fire, till it was
said: “Why dost thou dazzle thyself in order
to see a thing which has no place here?® On
earth my body is earth; and it will be there
with the others until our number corresponds
with the eternal purpose. With the two robes
in the blessed cloister are only those two lights
which ascended;™ and this thou shalt carry
back unto your world.”

130. At this word the flaming gyre became
quiet, together with the sweet mingling made
of the sound of the trinal breath, even as, for
avoiding of fatigue or danger, the oars, erst
driven through the water, all stop at the sound
of a whistle.

136. Ahlhow greatly was I disturbed in mind,
when T turned to see Beatrice, at not being able
to see her, although I was near her, and in
the happy world.

CANTO XXVI

WLk I was apprehensive because of my
quenched sight, a breath which made me atten-
tive issued from the effulgent flame that had
quenched it, saying: “While thou art regain-
ing the sense of sight which thou hast con-
sumed on me, it is well that thou make up for
it by discourse. Begin then, and tell at what thy
soul is aimed, and make thy recokoning that
thy sight is confounded in thee and not dead:
because the Lady who conducts thee through

" Christ. It was believed that the pelican killed its
brood, and then revived them with its blood.

# See John, 19. 27.

? Dante seeks to see whether St. John is present in
the earthly as well as the spiritual body; his desire
having its source in the words of the Gospel: “Jesus
saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what
is that to thee? . . . Then went this saying abroad
among the brethren, that that disciple should not
die.” See John, 21. 22, 23. From these words aruse a
legend that, immediately on his apparent death, St.
John, still in the body, was taken up to heaven.

¥ Jesus and Mary. See Canto xxiil. 86, 120,
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this divine region has in her look the virtue
which the hand of Ananias had.”

13. I said: “At her pleasure, or soon or late,
let the cure come to the eyes which were the
gates when she entered with the fire wherewith
I ever burn. The Good which makes this court
content is Alpha and Omega of every scripture
that Love reads to me, either low or loud.”

19. That same voice which had taken from
me fear in regard to the sudden dazzling, laid
on me the charge to speak further, and said:
“Surely with a finer sieve it behoves thee to
sift; it behoves thee to tell who directed thy
bow to such a target.”

25. And I: “By philosophic arguments and
by authority that descends from here, such love
must needs be impressed on me; for the good,
inasmuch as it is good, so soon as it is under-
stood, kindles love; and so much the greater
as the more of goodness it comprises in itself.
Therefore, to the Essence (wherein is such su-
premacy that every good which is found out-
side of It is naught else than a beam of Its own
radiance), more than to any other, the mind
of everyone who discerns the truth on which
this argument is founded must needs be moved
in love. This truth does he make plain to
my intelligence, who demonstrates to me the
first love of all the sempiternal substances.’ The
voice of the true Author makes it plain who,
speakingof Himself,says to Moses: ‘I will make
thee see all goodness.” Thou, too, makest it
plain to me, beginning the lofty announcement
which below on earth, above all other trump,
proclaims the secret of this place on high.”

46. And I heard: “By human understanding,
and by authorities concordant with it, thy sov-
ran love looks unto God; but say, further,
if thou feelest other cords draw thee towards
Him, so that thou mayst declare with how
many teeth this love doth bite thee.”

52. The holy intention of the Eagle of Christ
was not latent to me; nay, rather I perceived
whither he wished to lead my profession; there-
fore, I began again: “All those bitings which
can make the heart turn to God have been con-
current unto my love; for the existence of the

*Sec Acts, 9. 18.

?See Revelation, 1. 8,
# Aristotle.

*See Exodus, 33. 19.
®See Revelation, 1. 8.

world, and my own existence, the death which
He endured that I may live, and that which
all the faithful hope even as I do, together with

the aforesaid living consciousness, have drawn

me from the sea of perverted love, and have
set me on the shore of the right. The leaves,
wherewith all the garden of the Eternal Gar-
dener is enleaved, I love in measure of the good
borne unto them from Him.”

67.Soon as I was silent a most sweet song
resounded through the heavens, and my Lady
said with the others: “Holy, Holy, Holy.”

70. And as at a keen light sleep is broken by
the spirit of sight, which runs to the splendor
that goes from coat to coat, and he who awakes
shrinks from what he sees, so ignorant is his
sudden wakening, until his judgment comes
to his aid; thus Beatrice chased away every
mote from my eyes with the radiance of her
own, which were refulgent more than a thou-
sand miles; so that I then saw better than be-
fore; and, as one amazed, I asked concerning a
fourth light which I saw with us. And my
Lady: “Within those rays the first soul which
the First Power ever created gazes with joy
upon its Maker.”

85. As the bough which bends its top at pass-
ing of the wind, and then uplifts itself by its
own virtue which raises it, so did I, in amaze-
ment, while she was speaking; and then a de-
sire to speak, wherewith I was burning, gave
me again assurance, and I began: “O fruit,
that wast alone produced mature, O ancient
Father, to whom every bride is daughter and
daughter-in-law, devoutly as I can, I supplicate
thee that thou speak to me; thou seest my
wish, and that I may hear thee speedily, I do
not tell it.”

97. Sometimes an animal, when covered up,
so stirs, that its impulse must needs be appar-
ent because of the corresponding movement
which its wrapping makes; and in like man-
ner the first soul made evident to me, through
its covering, how gladly it came to do me
pleasure.

103. Then it breathed forth: “Without its be-
ing uttered to me by thee, I better discern thy
wish, than thou whatever thing is most certain
to thee; because I see it in the truthful Mirror
which makes of Itself a reflection of other
things, while nothing makes of itself a reflec-
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tion of It. Thou wouldst hear how long it is
since God placed me in the loity garden where
this Lady made thee ready for so long a stair-
way; and hew long it was a delight to my eyes;
and the proper cause of the great wrath; and
of the idiom which I used and which I made.

115. “Now, my son, the tasting of the tree
was not by itsclf the cause of so great an exile,
but only the overpassing of the bound. In that
place whence thy Lady moved Virgil, I longed
for this assembly during four thousand three
hundred and-two revolutions of the sun: and
while I was on earth I saw him return to all
the lights of his path nine hundred and thirty
times. The tongue which I spoke was all ex-
tinct long before the people of Nimrod at-
tempted their unaccomplishable work; for nev-
er was any product of the reason durable for
ever, because of human liking, which alters.
following the heavens. That man speaks is
work of nature; but, thus or thus, nature then
leaves tc you to do according as it pleases you.
Before I descended to the infernal anguish, the
Supreme Goed, whence comes the gladness that
swathes me, was on earth called I; afterwards
it was called E/;' and that must needs me. for
the custom of mortals is as a leaf on a branch,
which goes away and another comes. On the
mountain which rises highest from the wave I
was, with pure life and sinful, from the first
hour to that which follows the sixth, when the
sun changes quadrant.”

CANTO XXVII

“To the Father, to the Son, and to the Holy
Spirit be glory,” all Paradise began, so that the
sweet song was inebriating me. That which I
was seeing seemed to me a smile of the uni-
verse;for my inebriation was entering through
the hearing and through the sight. O joy! O
ineffable gladness! O life entire of love and of
peace! O riches secure. without longing!

10. Before my eyes the four torches were
standing enkindled, and that which had come
first began to make itself more vivid, and in its
semblence became such as Jupiter would be-
come, if he and Mars were birds, and should
exchange plumage. The Providence which here
assigns turn and office, had imposed silence

1 is here to be pronounced jak; see Psalms, 68. 4.
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on the blessed choir on every side, when I
heard: “If T change color, marvel not; for, as
I speak, thou shalt see all these change color.
He who on earth usurps my place, my place,
my place, which is vacant in the presence of
the Son of God,” has made of my cemetery a
sewer of blood and of filth, wherewith the Per-
verse One who fell from here above, below
there 1s placated.”

28. With that color which, by reason of the
opposite sun, paints the cloud at evening and
at morning, [ then saw the whole Heaven
overspread. And as a modest lady who abides
sure of herself, and at the fault of another, on
only hearing of it, becomes timid, thus did
Beatrice change semblance; and such eclipse, I
believe. there was in heaven when the Supreme
Power suffered.

37. Then his words proceeded, in a voice so
transmuted from itself that his countenance
was not more changed: “The Bride of Christ
was not nurtured on my blood, and that of Li-
nus and of Cletus, to be employed for acquist
of gold; but for acquist of this glad life Sixtus
and Pius and Calixtus and Urban® shed their
blood after much weeping. It was not our in-
tention that part of the Christian people should
sit on the right hand of our successors, and
part on the other; nor that the keys which were
entrusted to me should become a device upon
a banner which should fight against the bap-
tized;" nor that I should be made a figure on
a seal to venal and mendacious privileges,
whereat 1 often redden and flash. Rapacious
wolves, in garb of shepherd, are seen from here
on high over all the pastures: O defence of
God, why dost thou yet lie stilll To drink our
blood Cahorsines and Gascons are making
ready; O good beginning, to what vile end
must thou fall! But the high Providence, which
with Scipio defended for Rome the glory of
the world, will succor speedily, as I conceive.
And thou. son, who because of thy mortal

?Dante held that Boniface VIII had no right to the
papal throne, because his election had taken place
while Celestine V, his predecessor, was still alive, and
had been secured by bribery and deception.

® Early Popes.

*In Boniface VIII's war against the Colonna fa-ly.
Sec Hell. xxvil. 85-111.

* John XXII, Pope from 1316 to 1333, was a muiive
of Cahors: his immediate predecessor, Clement V,
1305-1314, was a Gascon.
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weight wiltagain return below,open thy mouth,
and conceal not that which I conceal not.”

67.Even as our air snows down flakes of
frozen vapors, when the horn of the Goat of
heaven is touched by the sun, so I saw the
xther become adorned, and flaked upward
with the triumphant vapors which had made
sojourn there with us. My sight was following
their semblances, and followed, till the inter-
mediate space by its vastness took from it the
power of passing farther onward. Whereon my
Lady, who saw me freed from gazing upward,
said to me: “Cast down thy sight, and look
how thou hast revolved.”

79. I saw that, since the hour when I had first
looked,' T had moved through the whole arc
which the first climate makes from its middle
to its end; so that beyond Cadiz I saw the mad
track of Ulysses, and on the other side almost
the shore® on which Europa became a sweet
burden. And more of the site of this little
threshing-floor would have been discovered to
me, but the sun was proceeding beneath my
feet, a sign and more removed.

88. My enamoured mind, that ever pays
court to my Lady, was more than ever burning
to bring back my eyes to her. And if nature
or art has made bait in human flesh or in paint-
ings of it, to catch the eyes in order to possess
the mind, all united would seem naught com-
pared to the divine pleasure which shone upon
me when I turned me to her smiling face.
And the virtue which that look vouchsafed
to me, tore me from the fair nest of Leda,” and
impelled me to the swiftest heaven.

100. [ts parts, most living and lofty, are so
uniform that I cannot tell which of them Be-
atrice chose for a place for me. But she, who
saw my desire, began, smiling so glad that God
seemed to rejoice in her countenance: “The
nature of the universe which holds the centre
quiet, and moves all the rest around it, begins
here as from its starting-point. And this heav-
en has no other Where than the Divine Mind,
wherein is kindled the love that revolves it,
and the virtue which it rains down. Light and

! See Canto xxii. 133-153.

% The coast of Phoenicia, whence Europa was carried
off by Jupiter.

®From Gemini, the constellation of Castor and
Pollux, the twin sons of Leda.

love enclose it with one circle, even as it does
the others, and of that cincture He who girds
it is the sole Intelligence. The motion of this
heaven is not marked out by another, but the
others are measured by this, just as ten by its
half and by its fifth. And how time can have
its roots in such a flower-pot and in the others
its leaves, may now be manifest to thee.

121. “O covetousness, which dost so whelm
mortals beneath thee, that no one has power
to withdraw his eyes from out thy waves! Well
does the will blossom in men, but the contin-
ual rain converts the true plums into blighted
fruit. Faith and innocence are found only in
children;then each flies away before the cheeks
are covered. One, so long as he lisps, keeps
the fasts, who afterward, when his tongue is
loosed, devours whatever food under whatever
moon; and one, while he lisps, loves his mother
and listens to her, who afterward, when his
speech is perfect, desires to see her buried. So
the skinof the fair daughter of him who brings
morning and leaves evening, white in its first
aspect, becomes black.’ Do thou, in order that
thou make no marvel of it, reflect that on earth
there is no one who governs; wherefore the
human family goes thus astray. But ere Janu-
ary be all un-wintered by that hundredth part
which is down there neglected,’ these supernal
circles shall so roar that the storm which has
been so long awaited shall turn round the
sterns to where the prows are, so that the fleet
shall run straight, and true fruit shall come
after the flower.”

CANTO XXVIII

AFTER she who imparadises my mind had
disclosed the truth counter to the present life
of wretched mortals; as one who sees in a mir-
ror the flame of a torch which is lighted behind
him, ere he has it in sight or in thought, and
turns round to see if the glass tell him the
truth, and sees that it accords with it as the
note with its measure; so my memory recollects
that I did, looking into the beautiful eves,
wherewith Love made the cord to capture me.
And when I turned, and mine were touched

¢See Aristotle. Physics, il 2. 194°13.

®By an error in the calendar, by which the year
was lengthened by about a day in each century,

®Cf. lines 125, 126, supra.
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by what is apparent in that sphere whenever
one gazes fixedly on its circling, I saw a Point
which was raying out light so keen that the
sight on which it blazes must needs close be-
cause of its intense keenness. And whatever
star seems smallest from here would seem a
moon if placed beside it, as star with star is
placed.

22, Perhaps as near as a halo seems to girdle
the light which paints it, when the vapor that
bears it is most dense, at such distance around
the Point a circle of fire was whirling so rap-
idly that it would have surpassed that motion
which most swiftly girds the world: and this
was girt around by another, and that by the
third, and the third then by the fourth, by the
fifth the fourth, and then by the sixth the ffth.
Thereon the seventh followed, so widespread
now in compass that the messenger of Juno
entire would be narrow to contain it. So the
eighth and the ninth; and each was moving
more slowly, according as it was in number
more distant from the unit. And that one had
the clearest flame from which the Pure Spark
was least distant; I believe because it partakes
more of Its truth.

40. My Lady, who saw me deeply suspense
in heed, said: “On that Point Heaven and all
nature are dependent. Look on that circle
which is most conjoined to It, and know that
its motion is so swift because of the burning
love whereby it is spurred.” And I to her: “If
the world were disposed in the order which I
see in those wheels, that which is set before
me would have satisfied me; but in the world
of sense the revolutions may be seen so much
the more divine as they are more remote from
the centre. Wherefore if my desire is to have
end in this marvellous and angelic temple,
which has for confine only love and light, I
need yet to hear why the example and the ex-
emplar go not in one fashion, because by my-
self I contemplate this in vain.” “If thy fingers
are insufficient for such a knot, it is no won-
der, so hard has it become through not being
tried.”

61. Thus my Lady; then she said: “Take
that which I shall tell thee, if thou wouldest
be satisfied and sharpen thy wit about it. The
corporeal circles are wide or narrow according
to the more or less of virtue which is diffused

119
through all their parts. Greater goodness must
work greater weal; the greater bedy, if it has
its parts equally complete. contains the greater
weal. Hence this one, which sweeps along with
itself all the rest of the universe, corresponds
to the circle which loves most, and knows most.
Therefore. if thou draw thy measure round
the virtue. not round the appearance of the
beings which seem circular to thee, thou wilt
see in each heaven a marvellous agreement
with its Intelligence, of greater to more and
of smaller to less.”

=9. As the hemisphere of the air remains
splendid and serene when Boreas blows from
that cheek wherewith he is mildest. whereby
the mist which before troubled it is cleared and
dissolved, so that the heaven smiles to us with
the beauties of its every region. so I became
after my Lady had provided me with her clear
answer, and, like a star in heaven, the truth
was seen.

88. And after her words had stopped, not
otherwise does molten iron throw out sparks
than the circles sparkled. Every scinullation
followed its blaze, and they were so many that
their number was of more thousands than the
doubling of the chess.” I heard Hosannah sung
from choir to choir to the fixed Point that
holds them, and will forever hold them. at the
Ubs* in which they have ever been. And she,
who saw the questioning thoughts within mv
mind," said: “The first circles have shown to
thee the Seraphim and the Cherubim. Thus
swiftly they follow their own bonds. in order
to liken themselves to the Point as most they
can, and they can in proportion as thev are
exalted to see. Those other loves. which go
around them, are called Thrones of the divine
aspect, because they terminated the first triad.’

* This alludes to the storv that the inventor of the
game asked, as his reward from the King of Persia,
a grain of wheat for the first square of the board,
two for the second. four for the third, and so on
with successive duplication to the last or sixty-fourth
square, the number reached by this process extending
to twenty figures.

*The where.

3 His questioning thoughts wcre in recard to the
arrangement of the Orders of the Heavenly Hierarchy,
which Beatrice now proceeds to declare to him. fnl-
lowing the treatise Concerning the Heavenly Hicr-
archy, generally ascribed during the Middle Agee 10
Dionysius the Areopagite (see Acts, 17. 34; II Corin-
thians. 12. 2-4).

* See Canto 1x. 61.
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And thou shouldst know that all have delight
in proportion as their vision penetrates into
the Truth in which every understanding is at
rest. Hence may be seen how beatitude is
founded on the act which secs, not on that
which loves, which follows after. And the mer-
it, to which grace and good-will give birth, is
the measure of this seeing; thus is the progress
from grade to grade.

115. “The next triad, that in like manner
bourgeons in this sempiternal spring which the
nightly Aries despoils not, perpetually sing
Hosannah with three melodies, which sound in
the three orders of joy wherewith it is three-
fold. In this hicrarchy are the three divinities,
first Dominations, and then Virtues; the third
order is of Powers. Then, in the two penult-
mate dances, the Principalities and Archangels
circle; the last is wholly of Angelic sports.
These orders all gaze upward, and downward
so prevail, that toward God all are drawn, and
all draw. And Dionysius with such great de-
sireset himself to contemplate these orders, that
he named and divided them, as I. But Greg-
ory' afterward separated from him; wherefore,
so soon as he opened his eyes in this Heaven,
he smiled at himself. And if a mortal declared
on earth so much of secret truth, I would not
have thee wonder, for he who saw it here on
high disclosed it to him, with much else of the
truth of these circles.”

CANTO XXIX

WHEN the two children of Latona, covered
by the Ram and by the Scales, both at one mo-
ment make a zone of the horizon, as long as
from the instant the zenith holds them in bal-
ance, till one and the other, changing their
hemisphere, are unbalanced from that girdle,
so long, with her countenance painted with a
smile, was Beatrice silent, looking fixedly upon
the Point which had overcome me.

10. Then she began: “I tell, not ask, what
thou wishest to hear, for I have seen it where
every where and every when are centred. Not
for the gain of good unto Himself, which can-
not be, but that His splendor might, in re-

' Pope St. Gregory differed slightly from Dionysius
in his arrangement of the Orders of the Heavenly
Host.
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splendence say, I am; in His own eternity, out-
side of time, outside of every other limit, as
it pleased Him, the Eternal Love disclosed
Himself in new loves. Nor before, as if inert,
did He lie: for neither before nor after’ did
the moving of God upon these waters pro-
ceed.

22. “Form and matter, conjoined and sim-
ple, came into being which had no defect, as
three arrows from a three-stringed bow: and
as in glass, in amber, or in crystal a ray shines
so that there is no interval between its coming
and its being complete,so did the triformefTect
ray forth from its Lord into its being all at
once, without distinction of beginning. Order
was concreate and established for the sub-
stances; and those in which pure act was pro-
duced were top of the world." Pure potential-
ity held the lowest part; in the middle such a
bond tied up potentiality with act, that it is
never unbound. Jerome wrote for you of the
Angels, as being created a long tract of centur-
ies before the rest of the world was made; but
this truth® is written on many pages by the
wiiters of the Holy Spirit, and thou wilt thy-
self discern it there, if thou watchest well for
it; and also the reason sees it somewhat, which
would not admit that the motors could be so
long without their perfection. Now thou know-
est where and when these Loves were created,
and how; so that three flames of thy desire are
already quenched.

49.“One would not reach to twenty, in
counting,soquicklyas a part of the Angels dis-
turbed the lowest of your elements.” The rest
remained and began this art which thou be-
holdest, with such great delight that they nev-
er cease from circling. The origin of the fall
was the accursed pride of him whom thou hast
seen opprest by all the weights of the world.
Those whom thou seest here were modest to
recognize themselves as from the Goodness
which had made them apt for intelligence so
great; wherefore their vision was exalted by
illuminating grace and by their merit, so that
they have a full and steadfast will. And I
would not that thou doubt, but be certain, that

? Sec Genesis, 1. 2.

®See Aquinas, Summa Theglogica, Part 1, Q 50,
A 1.; Part 1I-1I, Q 113, A 6.

*1bid., Part I, Q 61, A 3.

®See Hell, xxxiv. 122-126.
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to receive grace is meritorious in proportion as
the affection is open to it.
67. “Henceforth, if my words have becn har-

vested, thou canst contemplate much in regard

to this consistory without other assistance. But
since on earth it is taught in vour schools that
the angelic nature is such that it understands,
and remembers, and wills, I will speak further.
in order that thou mayest see the simple truth,
which there below is confused, by the cquivo-
cation in such like teaching. These substances,
since first they were gladdened by the face of
God, have not turned their sight from it, from
which nothing is concealed; therefore they
have not a vision interrupted by new objects,
and therefore do not need to remember by a
divided conception. So that down there men
dream when not asleep, believing and not be-
lieving to speak truth; but in the one is more
fault and more shame.

85. “Ye below go not along one path in phi-
losophizing; so much do the love of display
and the thought of it transport you; and yet
this is endured here on high with less indig-
nation than when the divine Scripture is set
aside, or when it is perverted. Men think not
there how much blood it costs to sow it in the
world, or how much he pleases who humbly
keeps close to it. Every one strives for display,
and makes his own inventions, and those are
treated of by the preachers, and the Gospel is
silent. One says that the moon turned back at
the passion of Christ and interposed herself,
so that the light of the sun reached not down:
and others that the light hid itself of its own
accord, so that this eclipse answered for the
Spaniards and for the Indians as well as for the
Jews. Florence has not so many Lapi and Bindi’
as fables such as these that are shouted the vear
long from the pulpits, on every side; so that
the poor flocks, who know naught, return
from the pasture fed with wind; and not see-
ing the harm does not excuse them.

109. “Christ did not sav to his first company:
‘Go, and preach idle stories to the world.” but
he gave to them the true foundation: and that
alone sounded in their mouths, so that to fight
for kindling of the faith they made shield and
lance of the Gospel. Now men go forth to

1 . . .
Common nicknames in Florence.

preach with jests and swith buffooneries. and
so there be only a good laugh the cowl puffs
up, and nothing more 1s asked; but such a bird
is nesting in the tail of the hood, that if the
crowd should see it, they would see in what
pardoning they are trusting; wherefore such
great folly has grown on earth, that, without
proof of any testimony, men would flock to
every promise. On this the pig of St. Antony
fattens,” and others also, who are far more pigs.
paying with money that has no stamp of coin-
age.

127. “But because we have digressed cnough,
turn back thine eyes now toward the straight
path, so that the way be shortened with the
time. This nature’® so exceedingly extends in
number. that never was there speech or mor-
tal concept that can go so far. And if thou con-
sider that which is revealed by Daniel thou
wilt sce that in his thousands' a determinate
number is concealed. The Primal Light that
irradiates it all is received in it by as many
modes as are the splendors with which Tt pairs
Itself. Wherefore, since the affection follows
upon the act that conceives, in this nature the
sweetness of love diversely glows and warms.
Behold now the height and the breadth of the
Eternal Goodness. since it has made for itself
so many mirrors on which it is broken, One
in itself remaining as before.”

CANTO XXX

THe sixth hour is glowing perhaps six thou-
sand miles distant from us. and this world now
inclines its shadow almost to a level bed. when
the mid-heaven, deep above us, begins to he-
come such that some one star loses its show so
far as to this depth; and as the brightest hand-
maid of the sun comes farther on, so the heav-
en is closed from light to light, even to the
most beautiful. Not otherwise the Triumph,
that plays forever round the Point which van-
quished me, seeming enclosed by that which

?St. Antony of Egvpt, the patriarch of monks. is
represented with a hog under his feet, as a symbol
of his mastery of sensual temptations. The monks
of his order kept swine. fed at public charge: it was
a profanation to steal or kill them. Dante gives the
name of pigs to his degenerate followers. man of
whom grew fat on the sale of false indu'c:nees

*Sec Aquinas. Summua Theologicu, Part 1. Q@ 30,
A 3.

* See Daniel, 7. 10.
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it encloses, was extinguished little by little to
my sight; wherefore my seeing nothing and
my love constrained me to turn with my eyes
to Beatrice. If what has been said of her so far
as here were all included in a single praise, it
would be little to furnish forth this turn. The
beauty which I saw transcends measure not
only beyond our reach, but surely I believe that
its Maker alone can enjoy it all.

22. By this pass I concede myself vanquished
more than ever comic or tragic poet was over-
come by crisis of his theme. For as the sun
does to the sight which trembles most. even so
remembrance of the sweet smile deprives my
memory of its very self. From the first day
when in this life I saw her face, until this sight,
the following with my song has not been cut
off for me, but now needs must my pursuit de-
sist from further following her beauty in my
verse, as at his utmost every artist.

34. Such, as I leave her for a greater herald-
ing than that of my trumpet, which is bringing
its arduous theme to a close, with act and voice
of a leader whose talk is accomplished she be-
gan again: “We have issued forth from the
greatest body to the Heaven which is pure
light: light intellectual full of love, love of true
good full of joy, joy which transcends every
sweetness. Here thou shalt sec the one and the
other soldiery of Paradise; and the one in those
aspects which thou shalt see at the Last Judg-
ment.”

46. As a sudden flash which scatters the
spirits of the sight so that it deprives the eye
of the action of the strongest objects; so did a
vivid light shine round about me, leaving me
swathed with such a veil of its own eflulgence
that nothing was visible to me.

52. “The Love which quieteth this Heaven
always welcomes to itself with such a saluta-
tion, in order to make the candle fit for its
flame.” No sooner had these brief words come
within me than I comprehended that T was
surmounting above my own power; and I re-
kindled me with a new vision, such that no
light is so pure that my eyes could not have
withstood it. And [ saw light in form of a river
glowing with effulgence, between two banks
painted with marvellous spring. From this
stream were issuing living sparks, and on ev-
ery side were setting themselves in the flowers,
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like rubies which gold encompasses. Then, as
if inebriated by the odors, they plunged again
into the wondetful flood, and as onc was en-
tering another was issuing forth.

70. “The high desire which now inflames
and urges thee to have knowledge concerning
that which thou seest, pleases me the more the
more it swells; but thou must needs drink of
this water before so great a thirst in thee be
slaked.” Thus the Sun of my eyes said to me;
then added: “The stream, and the topazes
which enter and issue, and the smiling of the
herbage, are shadowy prefaces of their truth;
not that these things are difficult in themselves,
but there is defect on thy part that thou hast
not yet vision so exalted.”

82. There is no babe who so hastily springs
with face toward the milk, if he awake much
later than his wont, as I did, to make yet better
mirrors of my eyes, stooping to the wave which
flows in order that we may be bettered in it.
And even as the eaves of my eyelids drank of
it, so it seemed to me from its length to have
become round. Then as folk who have been
under masks, who seem other than before, if
they divest themselves of the semblance not
their own wherein they disappeared, in such
wise for me the flowers and the sparks were
changed into greater festival, so that I saw both
the Courts of Heaven made manifest.

97. O splendor of God, through which I saw
the high triumph of the true kingdom, give to
me power to tell how I saw it!

100. Light is thereabove which makes the
Creator visible to that creature which has its
peace only in seeing Him: and it spreads in
circular shape so far that its circumference
would be too large a girdle for the sun. Its
whole appearance is made of a ray reflected
from the summit of the First Moving Heaven,
which from it takes its life and potency. And
as a hill mirrors itself in water at its base, as if
to see itself adorned, when it is rich with ver-
dure and with flowers, so, above the light,
round and round about, on more than a thou-
sand seats, I saw mirrored, as they rose, all that
of us have made return on high. And if the
lowest row gather within itself so great a light,
how vast is the spread of this rose in its outer-
most leaves! My sight lost not itself in the
breadth and in the height, but took in all the




CANTO XXXI

quantity and quality of that joy. There near
and far nor add nor take away: for where God
governs without intermediary the natural law
is of no relevancy.

124. Into the yellow of the sempiternal rose,
which spreads wide, rises in tiers, and breathes
forth odor of praise unto the Sun that makes
perpetual spring. Beatrice, like one who is si-
lent and wishes to speak, drew me and said,
“Behold, how vast is the convent of the white
stoles;’ See our city, how wide its circuit! See
our benches so full that few people are now
wanting here. On that great seat, on which
thou holdest thine eye because of the crown
which already is set above it, ere thou dost sup
at this wedding-feast, shall sit the soul (which
on earth will be imperial) of the lofty Henry
who, to set Italy straight, will come ere she is
ready.” The blind cupidity which bewitches
you has made you like the little child who dies
of hunger, and drives away his nurse; and
such a one will then be prefect in the divine
forum that openly or covertly he will not go
with him along one road;® but short while
thereafter shall he be endured by God in the
holy office; for he shall be thrust down there
where Simon Magus is for his deserts, and
shall make him of Anagna® go lower.”

CANTO XXXI

In form then of a pure white rose the holy
host was shown to me. which. in His own
blood, Christ made His bride. But the other,
which, flying, sees and sings the glory of Him
who enamours it, and the goodness which
made it so great, like a swarm of bees which
one while inflower themselves and one while
return to where their work acquires savor,
were descending into the great flower which is
adorned with so many leaves, and thence ris-
ing up again to where their love always abides.
They had their faces all of living flame, and
their wings of gold, and the rest so white that
no snow reaches that limit. When they de-
scended into the flower, from bench to bench,

*Sec Revelation, 3. 5.

*Henry VII.

*Pope Clement V for a time ostensibly supported
Henry VII in his Ttalian expedition, but gradually in
underhand fashion turned against him. He died in

1314, eight months after the death of Henry.
* Anagni, where Boniface VIII was born.
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they imparted of the peace and of the ardor
which thev acquired as they fanned their sides.
Nor did the interposing of so great a flying
plenitude, between what was above and the
flower, impede the sight or the splendor; for
the divine light penetrates through the uni-
verse, according as it is worthy, so that naught
can be an obstacle to it. This secure and joyous
realm, thronged with ancient and with mod-
ern folk, had its look and love all on one mark.

28. O Trinal Light, which in a single star,
scintillating on their sight, dost so satisfy them,
look down here upon our tempest!

31. If the Barbarians, coming from a region
such that every day it is covered by Helice, re-
volving with her son of whom she is fond,
when they beheld Rome and her lofty work—
what time Lateran rose above mortal things—
were wonder-struck, I, who to the divine from
the human, to the cternal from the temporal,
had come, and from Florence to a people just
and sane, with what amazement must I have
been full! Truly what with it and with the joy
I was well pleased not to hear, and to stand
mute. And as a pilgrim who is refreshed with-
in the temple of his vow as he looks around,
and hopes some day to report how it was, so,
journeying through the living light, I carried
my eyes over the ranks, now up, now down,
and now circling about. I saw faces persuasive
to love, beautified by the light of Another and
by their own smile, and actions graced with
every dignity.

52. My look had now comprehended the
general form of Paradise as a whole, and on no
part had my sight as yet been fixed; and I
turned me with rekindled wish to ask my Lady
about things as to which my mind was in sus-
pense. One thing I purposed, and another an-
swered me; I was thinking to see Beatrice, and
I saw an old man, robed like the people in
glory. His eyes and his cheeks were overspread
with benignant joy, his mien kindly such as be-
fits a tender father. And: “Where is she?” on
a sudden said I.

65. Whereon he: “To terminate thy desire,
Beatrice urged me from my place, and if thou
lookest up to the third circle from the highest
rank, thou wilt again see her upon the throne

® See Purgatory, Xxv. 130-137.
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which her merits have allotted to her.” With-
out answering I lifted up my eyes, and saw her
as she had made for herself a crown reflecting
from herself the eternal rays. From that region
which thunders highest up no mortal eye is so
far distant, in whatsoever sea it lets itself sink
deepest, as there from Beatrice was my sight.
But this was naught to me, for her image did
not descend to me blurred by aught between.

79. O Lady, in whom my hope is strong,
and who, for my salvation, didst endure to
leave thy footprints in Hell, of all those things
which 1 have seen through thy power and
through thy goodness, I recognize the grace
and the virtue. Thou hast drawn me from ser-
vitude to liberty by all those ways, by all the
modes whereby thou hadst the power to do it.
Guard thou in me thine own magnificence so
that my soul, which thou hast made whole,
may, pleasing to thee, be unloosed from the
body.” Thus I prayed; and she, so distant, as
it seemed, smiled and looked at me; then
turned to the eternal fountain.

94. And the holy old man said: “In order
that thou mayst complete perfectly thy journey,
for which end prayer and holy love sent me,
fly with thine eyes through this garden; for
seeing it will prepare thy look to mount fur-
ther through the divine radiance. And the
Queen of Heaven, for whom I burn wholly
with love, will grant us every grace, because
I am her faithful Bernard.”

103. As is he who comes perchance from
Croatia to see our Veronica,” who by reason of
its ancient fame is never sated, but says in
thought, so long as it is shown: “My Lord
Jesus Christ, true God, was then your sem-
blance like to this?” such was I, gazing on the
living charity of him who, in this world, in
contemplation, tasted of that peace.

112. “Son of Grace, this glad existence,” be-
gan he, “will not be known to thee holding
thine eyes only down here at the base, but
look on the circles even to the most remote, un-
til thou seest upon her seat the Queen to whom
this realm is subject and devoted.”

*St. Bernard of Clairvaux, to whom the Blessed
Virgin had appeared during his life.

®The likeness of the Saviour miraculously impressed
upon the kerchief presented to Him by a holy woman.
on His way to Calvary, wherewith to wipe the sweat
and dust from His face,
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118.1 lifted up my eyes; and as at morning
the eastern parts of the horizon surpass that
where the sun declines, thus, as if going with
my eyes from valley to mountain, I saw a part
on the extreme verge vanquishing in light all
the rest of the front. And even as there where
the pole which Phaéthon guided ill is awaited,
the glow is brightest, and on this side and that
the light diminishes. so that pacific oriflamme’
was vivid at the middle, and on each side in
equal measure the flame slackened. And at that
mid-part | saw more than a thousand jubilant
Angels with wings outspread, each distinct
both in effulgence and in act. I saw there, smil-
ing at their sports and at their songs, a Beauty
which was joy in the eyes of all the other saints.
And if T had such wealth in speech as in imag-
ining, I should not dare attempt the least of its
delightfulness.

139. Bernard, when he saw my eyes fixed
and intent upon the object of his own burning
glow, turned his own with such affection to it,
that he made mine more ardent to gaze anew.

CANTO XXXII

WitH affection set on his Delight, that con-
templator freely assumed the office of a teach-
er, and began these holy words: “The wound
which Mary closed up and anointed, that one
who 1s so beautiful at her feet is she who
opened it and who pierced it. Beneath her, in
the order which the third seats make, sits Ra-
chel with Beatrice, as thou seest. Sara, Rebecca,
Judith, and she® who was great-grandmother of
the singer who, through sorrow for his sin,
said Miserere mei thou mayst see thus from
rank to rank in gradation downward, as with
the name of each I go downward through the
rase from leaf to leaf. And from the seventh
row downwards, even as down to it, Hebrew
women follow in succession, dividing all the
tresses of the flower; because these are the wall
by which the sacred stairs are separated ac-

3This oriflamme is the part of the rose of Paradise
where the Virgin is seated; its mid-point is the Virgin
herself. It is called “pacific” in contrast with the war-
like oriflamme, the banner given by the archangel
Gabriel to the ancient kings of France, which bore a
flame on a field of gold (awrea flamma).

* Ruth.

’“Have mercy upon me.” Psalms, 51. 1.




CANTO XXXII

cording to the look which faith turned on
Christ.”

22. “On this side, where the flower is mature
with all its leaves, are seated those who believed
in Christ about to come. On the other side,
where the semicircles are broken by empty
spaces, are those who turned their faces on
Christ already come. And as on this side the
glorious seat of the Lady of Heaven, and the
other seats below it, make so great a division,
thus, opposite, does the seat of the great John,
who, ever holy, endured the desert and martyr-
dom, and then Hell for two years;' and be-
neath him Francis and Benedict and Augus-
tine and others are allotted thus to divide. far
down as here from circle to circle.

37. “Now behold the high divine foresight;
for one and the other aspect of the faith will
fill this garden equally. And know that down-
wards from the row which midwav cleaves the
two divisions, they are seated for no merit of
their own, but for that of others, under certain
conditions; for all these are spirits absolved ere
they had true power of choice. Well canst thou
perceive it by their faces, and also by their
childish voices, if thou lookest well upon them
and if thou listenest to them. Now thou art
perplexed, and in perplexity art silent; but I
will loose for thee the strong bond in which
thy subtle thoughts fetter thee. Within the am-
plitude of this realm a casual point can have
no place, any more than sadness, or thirst, or
hunger; for whatever thou seest is established
by eternal law, so that here the ring answers
exactly to the finger. And therefore this folk,
hastened to true life, is not sine causa more and
less excellent here among themselves.

61. “The King, through whom this realm
reposes in such great love and in such great
delight that no will dares for more, creating
all the minds in His own glad aspect, endows
with grace diversely according to His pleasure;
and here let the fact suffice. And this is express-
ly and clearly noted for you in the Holy Scrip-
ture in the case of those twins who, within
their mother, had their anger stirred.” There-
fore, according to the color of the hair of such

*'The two years from the death of John to the death
of Christ; these he passed in limbo.,

?Jacob and Esau. Sce Genesis, 25. 22; Romans, 9.
11-12,
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grace,” the highest light must needs befittingly
crown them. Without. then, merit from their
own ways, they are placed in different grades,
differing only in their primary keenness of vi-
sion. In the early centuries, indeed. the faith of
parents alone sufficed, together with innocence,
to secure salvation; after the first ages were
complete, it was needful for males, through cir-
cumgcision, to acquire power for their innocent
wings. But after the time of grace had come,
without perfect baptism in Christ, such inno-
cence was held back there below.

85. “Look now upon the face which most
resembles Christ, for only its brightness can
prepare thee to see Christ.”

88.1 saw raining down on her such great
joy, borne in the holy minds created to fly a-
cross through that height, that whatsoever I
had seen before held me not suspended in such
great wonder, nor showed to me such likeness
unto God. And that Love which had before de-
scended to her,’ in front of her spread wide
his wings, singing, Ave, Maria, gratia plena.
The blessed Court responded to the divine
song from all sides, so that every countenance
became thereby the more serene.

100. O holy Father, who for me endurest to
be here below, leaving the sweet place in which
thou sittest by eternal allotment, who is that
Angel who with such joy looks into the eyes
of our Queen, so enamoured that he seems of
fire?” Thus did I again recur to the teaching
of him who was deriving beauty from Mary,
as the morning star from the sun. And he to
me, “Confidence and grace as much as there
can be in Angel and in soul, are all in him, and
we would have it so, for he it is" who bore the
palm down to Mary, when the Son of God
willed to load Himself with our burden.

115. “But come now with thine eyes: as [
shall proceed speaking, and note the great pa-
tricians of this most just and pious empire.
Those two who sit there above, most happy
through being nearest to the Empress, are, as it
were, two roots of this rose. He who on the left
is next her is the Father because of whose auda-
cious tasting the human race tastes so much bit-
terness. On the right see that ancient Father of

® Sec Genesis, 25. 25.

*See Canto xxin. 94.
®The angel Gabriel; see Luke, 1. 26.
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Holy Church, to whom Christ entrusted the
keys of this lovely flower. And he' who saw be-
fore his death all the grievous times of the fair
bride, who was won with the spear and with
the nails, sits at his side; and by the other rests
that leader, under whom the ingrate, fickle and
stubborn people lived on manna. Opposite
Peter see Anna sitting, so content to gaze upon
her daughter, that she moves not her eyes as
she sings Hosannah; and opposite the eldest
father of a family sits Lucia,” who moved thy
Lady, when thou didst bend thy brow to rush
downward.’

139. “But because the time flies which holds
thee slumbering,’ here will we make a stop,
like a good tailor who makes the gown accord-
ing as he has cloth, and we will direct our eyes
to the First Love, so that, looking towards
Him, thou mayst penetrate so far as is possible
through His effulgence. But, lest perchance,
moving thy wings, thou go backward, believ-
ing to advance, it is needful that grace be ob-
tained by prayer; grace from her who has the
power to aid thee; and do thou follow me with
thy affection so that thy heart depart not from
my speech.”

151. And he began this holy prayer.

CANTO XXXIII

“Vircin Mother, daughter of thine own Son,
humble and exalted more than any creature,
fixed term of the eternal counsel, thou art she
who didst so ennoble human nature that its
own Maker disdained not to become its crea-
ture. Within thy womb was rekindled the Love
through whose warmth this flower has thus
blossomed in the eternal peace. Here thou art
to us the noonday torch of charity, and below,
among mortals, thou art the living fount of
hope. Lady, thou art so great, and so availest,
that whoso would have grace, and has not re-
course to thee, would have his desire fly with-
out wings. Thy benignity not only succors him
who asks, but oftentimes freely foreruns the
asking. In thee mercy, in thee pity, in thee
magnificence, in thee whatever of goodness is
in any creature, are united. Now doth this

 St. John the Evangelist.

*See Hell, ii. 97-108; Purgatory, ix. 55-63.
®See Hell, i. 61.

*Cf. Cantos i. 73-75; ii. 37-39.

PARADISE

man, who, from the lowest abyss of the uni- -

verse, far even as here, has scen one after one
the spiritual lives, supplicate thee of grace, for
power such that he may be able with his eyes to
uplift himself higher toward the Ultimate Sal-
vation. And I, who never for my own vision
burned more than I do for his, proffer to thee
all my prayers, and pray that they be not scant,
that with thy prayers thou wouldst dispel for
him every cloud of his mortality, so that the
Supreme Pleasure may be displayed to him.
Further I pray thee, Queen, who canst whatso
thou wilt, that, after so great a vision, thou
wouldst preserve his affections sound. May thy
guardianship vanquish human impulses. Be-
hold Beatrice with all the Blessed for my
prayers clasp their hands to thee.””

40. The eyes beloved and venerated by God,
fixed on the speaker, showed to us how pleas-
ing unto her are devout prayers. Then to the
Eternal Light were they directed, to which it
may not be belicved that eye so clear of any
creature enters in.

46. And I, who to the end of all desires was
approaching, even as I ought, ended within
myself the ardor of my longing. Bernard made
a sign to me, and smiled, that I should look up-
ward; but I was already, of myself, such as he
wished; for my sight, becoming pure, was en-
tering more and more through the radiance of
the lofty Light which in Itself is true.

55. Thenceforward my vision was greater
than our speech, which yields to such a sight,
and the memory yields to such excess.

58. As is he who dreaming sees, and after the
dream the passion remains imprinted, and the
rest returns not to the mind, such am I; for my
vision almost wholly departs, which the sweet-
ness that was born of it yet distils within my
heart. Thus the snow is by the sun unsealed;
thus by the wind, on the light leaves, was lost
the saying of the Sibyl.

67. O Supreme Light, chat so high upliftest
Thyself from mortal conceptions, re-lend to
my mind a little of what Thou didst appear,
and make my tongue so powerful that it may
be able to leave one single spark of Thy glory
for the folk to come; for, by returning some-
what to my memory and by sounding a little in

5Cf. Chaucer, in The Second Nun’s Tale, for a
paraphrase of the larger part of this prayer.

— .
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CANTO XXXIII

these verses, more of Thy victory shall be con-
ceived.

76.1 think that by the keenness of the living
ray which I endured, I should have been dazed
if my eyes had been averted from it; and I re-
member that on this account I was the more
hardy to sustain it till I conjoined my gaze
with the Infinite Goodness.

82. O abundant Grace, whereby I presumed
to fix my look through the Eternal Light till
that there I consummated the seeing!

85. [ saw that in its depth is enclosed, bound
up with love in one volume, that which is dis-
persed in leaves through the universe: sub-
stance and accidents and their modes. fused
together, as it were, in such wise, that that of
which I speak is one simple Light. The univer-
sal form of this knot’ I believe that I saw, be-
cause, in saying this, I feel that I rejoice more
spaciously. One single moment only is greater
oblivion for me than five and twenty centuries
to the emprise which made Neptune wonder
at the shadow of Argo.

97. Thus my mind, wholly rapt, was gazing
fixed, motionless, and intent, and ever with
gazing grew enkindled. In that Light one be-
comes such that it is impossible he should ever
consent to turn himself from it for other sight;
because the Good which is the object of the
will is all collected in it, and outside of it that
is defective which is perfect there.

106. Now will my speech fall more short,
even in respect to that which I remember, than
that of an infant who still bathes his tongue at
the breast. Not because more than one simple
semblance was in the Living Light wherein I

! See Aquinas, Summa Theologica, Part. I, Q 4, A 2.
® Because it was the first vessel that sailed the sea.
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was gazing, which is always such as it was be-
fore: but through my sight, which was grow-
ing strong in me as I looked. one sole appear-
ance, as [ myself changed, was altering itself to
me.

115. Within the profound and clear subsist-
ence of the lofty Light appeared to me three
circles of three colors and of one dimension:
and one seemed reflected by the other. as Iris
by Iris, and the third seemed fire which from
the one and from the other is equally breathed
forth.

121. O how inadequate is speech, and how
feeble toward my conception! and this toward
what T saw is such that it suffices not to call it
little.

124. O Light Eternal, that sole abidest in
Thyself, sole understandest Thyself, and, by
Thyself understood and understanding, lovest
and smilest on Thyself! That circle, which ap-
peared in Thee generated as a reflected light.
being awhile surveyed by my eyes, seemed to
me depicted with our effigy within itself, of its
own very color; wherefore my sight was wholly
set upon it. As is the geometer who wholly ap-
plies himself to measure the circle, and finds
not by thinking that principle of which he is in
need, such was I at that new sight. I wished
to see how the image was conformed to the
circle, and how it has its place therein; but my
own wings were not for this, had it not been
that my mind was smitten by a flash in which
its wish came.

142. To the high fantasy here power failed:
but now my desire and my will were revolved.
like a wheel which is moved evenly, by the
Love which moves the sun and the other
stars.

PRINTED IN THE U.S.A,







Dark”n Wood | JERUSALEM

Neutrals E

= L Glutors E 3
2= IV, Avanaous & Prodgal £ =
B2 Vi & el £ £
oo YL Horeties £ 2

TI4H ¥IHLAN

VIL L. Tyrants & Marauders
Vidoee & 21T, Suidds & Sy
Bestiality % - 3 Blaghoners

N Sdwers T
o2 Hlattoes
SN 3. Simomacs
== 4. Diviners
2 = .5 Barees

Well
of the Giants

Kindred

Country
Hospitahty

Lords & Benefactors

LUCIFER

) - HELL - 4

159




- ke -

C o e

Sy,



—_— e e e e e

— —— e -

) - PURGATORY - 4

161

—

V1T L
\\ \\\\ //// //
~ N SRR & //
~ AN WA / y ’,
N W\ / ~
~ AN \\ /// // -
~ \\ O RUSERRRRTIY ‘, § e
~ > w e s -
~ N o ‘s - e —
~ ~ > W 7, “ — —
~ ™~ < S “ < —
~ ~ ~ [ - —_—
— = NN <RIAL p . = - —
— — = > @5‘ 9, Y - - — —
= N
_ - = = T - = - —
~ - — — —_—
VIL. The Lascivious {*\./\i‘\\/‘ﬂwJ,X}\,\Aﬂs/h §
g
VI The Gluttonous LS
] <
V. The Avaricious 3 @
% o~
IV The Slothful Love Dgfectivz .
= o
Q
IIL. The Angry B T = .
L L LG e g s —— )
. =1
I1. The Envious B o
Q wa
2
3
1. The Proud
—
|
GATE ll’!il OF ST.PETER
- e
<
2 > =
3 = o
g i~ .
A < %
= @]
: : :
= = -
P
- Z
O
=y
S
0







pd ya
A A AN A

//////llll\\\\\\\\\

/ THE NINE' ANGELIC CIRCLES

T
THE ROSE OFK\&K&Q{Q( W))))}})) THE BLESSED

N

MO TIONLESS HEAVEN EMPYREAN

/ \/\/\/\/\/\ \
/\/ SCYALLU\LE HEAVEN : PRIMU ’\\

NI NN

J'

R A T N

/_/ /_/‘ ., /\/ HEAVEN OF SA‘TUR

I~ _/ /\/ S SLSININ \__\ \
i /’/ 7 W, HEAVEN OF ]UP1 E -\ .
// I /__/ /__/ -~ \/\/\/\/ -—\ *\ \

- et T —~7"" WEAVEN OF ) N _ -
i N ! _/"/ \] H/\/\/\/\/\ ARS’ N oM
’l I~ - -~/ /-/ VEN OF T \_ \\
R /"_\‘J HE/A\ /\/\/\/\H/E SU -\ \‘\ \

~ / / _ _ -
B - EAVEN OF y . -
| ,,' /,/ /,/ et \“ e AN E/\( - o
M ror "~ _ AVEN OF MER ‘\ Y N
L. - - - ,/ ay \ “ SIS N UQ \\ \ \
I ) | ! A\ OF T }' _ - ~ ~
- — - - / \]EN HE \ " |
/I /) /1 ,, l/ _/ ?‘E A N M O - \\ \ -

S N A T SO ~
\/ , |/ | ,/ A /__/ <RE et OF N -\ [ L \‘
\/ \/\ ‘/ ‘/ © I/' - ,DQ\’\ F, % ] \\\ \\\ '\ \l

e - - & "y — 1 I
\/ \/ \ /\/ | /I \\N\ \15 OF 1737 i \' X i
YRRV EEE G R RS U A\ A g 1L o
S SR Y %‘2 PURGATORY @, % L
s/ / \ \ \ : ) /} ) ' Z, N L 3 , ;
D S A L 7N S
SO IR
) ) \/ { { N\ { / \ )
{ / / \ \ 7 AN /
Yoo X /s O N
2D S G ey 0D
\ \ < / 7/ 4 5 { > {
{7 7 N 3 ;L7 O
YonoN 7! ¢y LD
{ N G A G
3 /\ { / /\ 4 / > ; p;
YN N / S
5 3 I\ { N e \ / / /
{ ! i N { { | ¢ { {
AN N N\ { AN P, ¢ ) ) )
! | ~ 3 ) : { (
N ~ I | i ) p )
| I\ ~ \I b : ; \
~ Ny L IS
'\ J ~ \| \ / i v i
| \| ! ~ ’/ l/ '/ |
~
A N |\\ r/ " 1/ l/
~ ~ \ . _ P
i I\ ~ ; | ’/ |
= ‘ : — 1~ = 1

P> - THE UNIVERSE - <4

163







