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SIR,

X 7 HEN the firft regiment
of light dragoans was

raifed under the command of my
friend general GEorGEAUGUSTUS
EvriorT, we had frequent occa-
fions to lament - together the
wretched fyftem of Horseman-

sHIp, that at prefent prevails in
A 2 the
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the ARMY: A fyftem, dlf-
graceful in 1tfelf and produétive
“in its confequenccs of the: moft
fatal evils : For troops in their
- own nature moft excellent and
_ brave, have been frequently ren-
* dered inferior to lefs powerful
ones; both in men and horles,
for want of proper inftruions
and intelligencein this Art, Thefe
~ ferious confiderations (for indeed
they are very much fo,) induced
me to write down and make
public the following Leffons, cal-
cwlated for the ufc of the Cavalry:

They

i
1
|
4
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They are fuch as I-have always
practifed myfelf ; and taught both
in the-above-mentioned regiment
and elfewhere, with conftant fuc- -
cefs. Incited by thefe reafons, I
thus prefume to lay them at
Your MAJESTY’s feet ; and
am the more encouraged to it
from the honour You have often
done me of talking to me upon
HorseMansHIp; as alfo from this
confidence, that if what I here
recommend, be deemed in any
wife likely to be ufeful, (as I flat-
ter myfelf it may, if candidly’

examined,
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examined, and judicioufly prac-
' tifed,) it will not fail of receiving
Your MAJESTY’s Royal
Approbation and Support. I am,

S 1k,

Your MAJESTY’s

MOST DUTIFUL SUBJECT

AND DEVOTED SERVANT,

WHITEHALL,
Feb. 15, 1761.

PEMBROKE.
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A
METHOD

OF
BREAKING HORSES,
AND

Teaching So LDIERS to Ride, &c.

CHAP. L

The method of preparing borfes to be
mounted, with the circumfances relative
ko it

THOUGH all horfes for the fers
vice are generally bought at an
sge, when they have already been back-
ed, I would have them begun and pre-
pared for the rider with the fame care,

: B gentle-
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gentlenefs and caution, as if they' had
neyer been handled or backed, in order
to"ﬁ’revcnt accidents, which might elfe
arife from {kittithnefs or other caufes :
and as it is proper, that they fhould be
taught the figure of the ground they are
to go upon, when they are at firft mount-
ed, (which probably may be by no very

. able horfemen, or perhaps by quite raw
recruits,) they fhould be previoufly trot-
ted in a Jomge on circles, without any
one upon them,

The manner of doing this is as fol-
lows : Put an eafy caveffon upon the
horfe’s nofe, and make him go forwards

- round you, ftanding quiet and holding
the Jonge 5 and let another man, if you
find it neceffary, follow him with a whip:
All this muft be done ver)t gently, and

:  but
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but a little at a time ; for more horfes
are fpoilt by over-much work, thgn by
any other treatment whatever; anéthat
* by very contrary effets, for fometimes
it drives them into vice, madnefs and de~
{pair, and often it ftupifies them and to-
tally difpirits them:

The firft obedience required in a horfe
is going forwards: *Till he performs
this duty freely, never even think of
making him rein back, which would in-
evitably render him reftive : As foon as
he goes forwards readily, ftop and carefs
him. You muft remember in this, and
likewife in every other exercife, to ufe
him to go equally well, to the right and
left ; and when he obeys, carefs him and
difmifs him immediately. If a horfe, that

is very young, takes fright and ftands
B2 il
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ftill, lead on another horfe before hint,.
which probably will induce him inftant-
ly $¥ollow. Put a faffle in his mouth
and when he goes freely, faddle him,
girting him at firft very loofe. L.et the
- eord,which you hold, be long and loofe;
but not fo much fo, asto endanger the
horfe’s entangling his legs in it. It muft
be obferved, that fmall circles, in. the be-
ginning, would conftrain the horfe too
much, and put him upon defending
himifelf. No bend muft be required at
firt : never fuffer him to gallop falfe ;
but whenever he attempt it, ftop him
without delay, and then fet him off a-
frefh. If he gallops of his own accord,.

+ .and true, permit him to continue it 3

but if he does it not voluntarily, do not
demand it of him at firft. Should he fly
and jump, fhake the cord gently upon

his
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his nofe without jerking it, and he will
fall into his trot again. If he ftandg i,
plunges or rears, let the man, whoBblds -
the whip, make a noife with it; but
never touch him, till it be abfolutely
neceffary to make him go on. 'When
you change hahds, ftop and carefs him,
and entice him by fair.means to.come up
to you : For by prefenting yourfelf, as
fome do, on a fudden before horfes, and
frightening them to the other fide, you
run a great rifk of giving them a fhynefs.
If he keeps his head too low, fhake the
caveflon to make, him raifeit : And in
whatever the horfe does, whether he
.walks, trots, or gallops, let it be a con«
ftant rule, that the motion be determin=
ed and really fuch as is intended, with-
out the leaft fhuffling, pacing, or any
other irregular gait.

B3 CHA P.‘
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- cHAP IL

The method of placing the men and ren-
dering them firm on borfeback, with fome
occafional infirullions for them and the
borfes. ‘

3T IS heceffary that the greateft

attention, and the fame gentle-
nefs, that is ufed in teaching the horfes,
be obferved likewife in teaching the
men, efpecially at the beginning. Every .
method and art .muft be pradtifed to
create and preferve, both in man and
horfe, all poffible feeling and fenfibility,
contrary to the ufage of moft riding
mafters, who feem induftrioufly to la-
bour at abolithing thefe principles both
«in one and the other. As fo many ef-

' fential

3
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{ential points depend upon the manner,
in which a man is at firft plac& on
horfeback, it ought to be confid¥fed,
and attended to with the ﬁn(:’te& care
and exaétnefs. :

The abfurdity of putting a man
(who perhaps has never before been
upon a horfe; or if he has, ’tis pro-
bably fo much the worfe,) on a rough
trotting horfe, on which he is obliged
(fuppofing the horfe is infenfible enough
~to fuffer it; and if he be not, the man
runs a great rifk of breaking his neck,)
to ftick with all the force of his arms
and legs, is too obvious to need men-
tioning. This rough work, all at once;
is plainly as detrimental at firft, as itis
excellent afterwards in proper time.
No man can be either well, or firmly
B4 feated
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feated on horfeback, unlefs he be mafter
- of ballance of his body, quite un-

ained, with a full poffeffion of
himfelf, and at his eafe; none of which
requifites can he enjoy, if his attention
be otherwife engaged ; as it muft wholely
be in a raw, unfuppled, and unprepared
lad, who is put at once upon a rough
horfe : In fuch a diftrefsful ftate he
is forced to keep himfelf on at any rate,
by holding ta the bridle, (at the ex-
pence of the fenfibility both of his own
hand, and the horle’s mouth,) and by
clinging with his legs, in danger of
his life, and to the certain depravation
of a right feeling in the horfe;---2
thing abfolutely neceffary to be kept
delicate, for the forming properly both
" of man and horfe; not to mention

.- the horrid appearance of fuch a figure,

ren-
i
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rendered totally incapablé of ufe and
action, ' "
%

The firft time a man is put on horfe-
back, it ought to’be upon a very gentle
one. He never fhould be made to
trot, till he is quite eafy in the walk
nor gallop, till he is able to trot pro-
petly. The fame muft be obferved in
regard to horfes: they fhould never
be made to trot, till they are obedient,
and their mouths are well formed on
a walk; nor be made to gallop, till
the fame be effeCted on a trot. When
he is arrived. at fuch a degree of firm:
nefs in his feat, the more he trots,
{which no man whatever fhould ever
leave oﬁ',) and the more he rides rough
horfes, the better. This is not only
. the Beft method, (I may fay, the only .
right
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right one,) but alfo the eafieft and the
. thorteft : by it, 2 man is foon made fuf-
ﬁcxzntly an horféeman for a foldier ; but
by the other deteftable methods, that
are cSmmonly ufed, 4 man, inftead of
improving, contralts all forts of bad
habits, and rides worfe and worfe every
day; the horfe too becomes daily more
. and more unfit for ufe. In proceed-
ing according to the manner I have
~ propofed, a man is rendered firm and

eafy upon the horfe, and, as it were, of
a piece with him; both his own and
the horfe’s fenfibility is preferved, and

. each in a fituation fit to receive and

pradtife all leflons effectually : for if
the man and horfe do not both work
without difficulty and conftraint, the
* more they are exercifed, the worfe they
. become ; every thing they do, is void

" ofall grace, and of all ufe.
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Among the various methods, that are
ufed, of placing people on horfeback;
few are dire@ted by reafon. Sox in-
fift, that fcarce any prefiure at alt fhould
be upon the bdckfide; others would
_ have the feat be almoft upon the back-
bone : out of ‘thefe two contrary, and
equally ridiculous methods, an excellent
one may be found by taking the me-
dium. Before you let the man mount, .
teach him to know, and always to ex-
amine, if the curb be well placed, (I
mean, when the horfe has a bit in his
mouth, which at firft he fhould not;
but only a fnafile, till the rider is firm
in his feat, and the horfe alfo fomewhat
taught ;) and likewile if the nofe-band
be properly tight; the throat-band
loofith, and the mouth-piece neither
tco high, nor too low in the horfe’s

mouth,
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“mouth, but norhtly put fo as not to
wrinkle the fkin, nor to hang lax; the
girts "drawn moderately, but not too
t}g]’& and the crupper, and the breaft-
platé’ properly adjuftéd. A very good
and careful hand may venture on a
bit at firft, and fucceed with it full as
well, as by beginning with a fnaffle
alone : but fuch a proceeding. will re-
quire more care, more delicacy, and
more time, than can be expeted in a
corps, whofe numbers are fo confider-
able, and where there are fo few, if any
good riders: on colts indeed, it is
better in all fchools whatfoever, to avoid
any preffure on the bars juft at firft,
which a curb, though ever fo delicately

© Y ufed, muft in fome degree occafion.

‘Whenever any bridles are: ufed, they

" mutt be all the fame, for though dif- '

ferent

N Y
5
. e .
. PR —— .w
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ferent mouths require different forts of
bits, it isabfolutely neceffary, that fome
general uniform fort fhould be ufed
throughout a whole regiment. They {
fhould differ only in breadth according :
to the breadth of each horfe’s mouth.
There needs no great variety of fizes
for bitting a whole regiment. The
beft I could ever pitch on after re-
peated trials, is one made after the fol-
lowing drawing: The weight of the
whole is about one pound, eight ounces,
and a quarter, of which the curb is
about eight ounces, and a quarter. The
- mouth piece is fixed. All fuch as are
not fo, and move in the joint, have 2 bad
~effe@t. Light thin curbs are bad, and
apt, if at all roughly ufed, (a thing very
difficult to prevent at 2ll times in fome
people’s hands,) to cut, and damage

.. the

’
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the horfe’s mouth very much. Tit's
bridle is calculated for light troops.
Heavier corps, who have larger horfes,
and of anotherkind, may have the branch-
esan inch longer, and the whole brid'e
fomewhat more fubftantial. When thefe
things have been well looked to, let the
man approach the horfe gently near the
thoulder ; then taking the reins and an
handful of the mane in his left hand, let
him put his foot foftly into the left ftir-
rup, by pulling it towards him, leaft he
touch the horfe with his toe, (which
might frighten him); then raifing him-
felf up, let him reft a2 moment on it
with his body upright, but not ftiff:
and after that, pafling his right leg clear
over the faddle without rubbing againft
any thing, let him feat himfelf gently

- down. He mutft be cautious not to take
the
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the reins too fhort, for fear of making

the horfe rear, run, or fall back, or.

throw up his head; but let him
hold them of an equal length, neither

tight nor flack, and with the little fin- _

ger betwixt them. ’Tis fit that horfes
fhould be accuftomed to” ftand ftill to
be mounted, and not ftir ¢ill the rider

pleafes.  Alt foldiers fhould be in-
ftructed to mount and. difmount & equ i-- -

ly well on both fides, which may be
of very great ufe in times of hurry and
confufion. Then place the man in his

- faddle, with his body rather back, and

his head held up with eafe, witRout ftiff-
nefs ; feated neither™forwards, nor very
backwards, with the breaft puthed out a
little, and the lower part of the body
likewife a little forwards ; the thighs and

lcgs turned in without conftraint, dhd

. : the
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the feet in a firaight line, neither turned
1n nor out : By.this pofition, the natu-
ral weight of the thighs has a proper
and fufficient preflure of itfelf, and the
legs are in readinefs to aét, when called
upon: they muft hang down' eafy and
naturally, and be fo placed, as not to be
wriggling gbout, mchmg and tickling
the horfe’s fides;,; B ‘always near them
in cafe they ihould be wanted, as well as
the heels.

Thé' body muff be carefully kept eafly
and firm, and without any rocking,
. when intmotion ; which is a bad habit
very eafily contratted, efpecially in gal
loping. The left elbow muft be gently
leant againt the body, a little forwards ;
unlefs it be fo refted, the hand cannot
be fteady, but will be always checking,
L . and
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and confequeritly have pernicious effets
on the horfe’s: mouth: and the hand
ought to be of equal height with the el-
bow ; if it were lower, it would con-
ftrain and ;dnﬁne the ":motion of the
hor{e’s fhoulders, which ni\i{’c be free.
I fpeak here of the pofition of the hand
in srfes
are alfo
muit ULLdllUllduy umcr d lCdnll] lOW,
heavy fore-hand requires a high hand

and a horfe that pokes out hlS nofe, a

low ome. The right hand arm muft be
placed in fymmetry with the left;" only
let the right hand be a little forwarder
or backwarder, highér or lower, as o&a-
fions may require, in ordec that both
hands may be free : both arms muft be
a little bent at the clbow, to prevent
. ftiffnefs. - . :
Le L AL
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Rackening, tightening, and moving the

xeins from gne fide to the other, as may
e fournd neceflary.

A firm and well balanced pofition of
the body on horfeback is (as has already
‘been {3id) of the utmoft confequence;
as it affets the horfe in every motion,
and is the befy of helps gthereas an the
contrary thewant of it is the greateft de-
~triment to “m, and an 1mped1mem: n

all his a¢tions. Whek the men are well -

_placed, thégsmere rough trotting. they
“have w1ths§1t ftirrups, the better; but
with a ﬁﬁ‘& care always, that their
fition be pté‘i'ervcd very exaltly. As for
thofe unfeeling fallows, who continue
fticking by thelrixandq, in fpite of all
the teacher’s attention to prevent it, no-
thing remains ta be done but to make
C2 them

P



20 A METHOD OF

them drop the reins quite on a fafe-going,
horfe, and to keep their hands in the
fame pofition, as if they held them. In
all cafes without exception, but more ef-
pecially in this, great care muft be taken
to hinder their clinging with their legs ¢
* In fhort, no fticking by hands or legs is
ever to be allowed of at any time. If the
motion of the horfe be too rough, flacken
it, *till the rider grows by degrees more
firm : and when he is quite firm and eafy
on his horfe in every kind' of motion,
ftirrups may be given him; but he muft
never leave off trotting often and work-
mg ‘often without any.

The ftirrups muft be neither fhort
nor long ; but of fuch a length that
when the rider, being well placed, puts
his feet into them, (about one third of

the
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the length of each foot from the point
of it,) the points may be between two
and three inches higher than the heels :
Longer ftirrups would make it very dif-
ficult for the rider to get his leg over
the baggage, forage, 'cloak, &c. which
are faftened on behind upon the faddle :
and fhorter ‘would be bad in every re-
fpe&, and anfwer no.end at all. The
length I mentioned above, is juft the
right one, and is to be taken in the fol-
lowing method : Make the rider place
bimfelf upon the faddle, even, upright
and well, %ith his legs hanging down
and-the ftirrups likewife : and when he
is in this pofition, take up the ftirkup, *
till the bottom of it comes juft under
the ankle-bone. The rider muft not bear |
upon his ftirrups, but only let the natu-
ral weight of his legs reft on them : For

‘C3 if
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if he bore upon them, he would be raifed
above and out of his faddle ; whichfhould
never be, except in charging fword in.
hand, with the body inclined forwards at
the very inftant of attacking. Spurs may
be given, as foon as the rider is grown
familiar with ftirrups,. or even long be-
fore, if his legs are well placed..

Delicacy in the ufe of the hands, as
well as in the ufe of the legs, may be gi~
-ven by the teacher to a certain degree ;
but ’tis nature alone that can beftow that
great fenfibility, without which neither
. one nor the other can be formed to any
great perfe@ion. A hand fhould be firm,:
but delicate : a horfe’s mouth fhould ne--
ver be furprifed by any fudden tranfition
of it, either from flack to tight, or from
tight to flack. Every thing in horfe-

2. - manthip
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manfhip muft be effeted by degrees,
but at the fame time with fpirit and re-
folution. That hand, which by giving
and takmg properly, gams its pomt with
the leaft force, is the bef’c ; and the
horfe’s mouth, under this fame hand’s
directions, will alfo confequently be the
beft, fuppofing equal advantages in both
from nature. This prmc1ple of gentle-
nefs fhould be obferved upon all occa-
fions in every branch of horfemanﬂup
Sometimes the rwht han&may be necef-
fary, upon fome troublefo%e horfes, to
affift the left ; but the feldomer thlS is
done, the better ; efpecially in a foldxer, .
who has a fword to carry, and to make :

The fnafile muft on all occafions be
uppermoft, that is to fay, thc reins of
C 4 it
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it muft be above thofe of the bridlé;
whether the fnaffle or the bit be ufed
feparately, or whether they be both
ufed together. When the rider knows
erough, and the horfe is fufficiently
prepared and fettled to begin any work
‘towards fuppling, one rein muft be
thortened according to the fide worked
'to, (as is explained in its proper place ;)
but it muft never be fo much fhortened,

- as to make the whole ftrength reft on
- that rein alone; for, not to mention

that the work would be falfe and bad,
ofie fide of the horfe’s mouth would by

- "that means be always deadened ; where-

as on the contrary, it fhould always
be kept freth by its own play, and
by the help of the oppofite rein’s aéting
delicately in 4 foinewhat fmaller degree
of tenfiorr; the joint effet of whith

produces.
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produces in a horfe’s mouth the proper,
gentle, and eafy degree of appui or
bearing. Colts indeed, as well as
men, at firt muft be taught the effe¢t
of the reins taken feparately ; for fear
of confounding them in the beginning
with mixed effe&s,of them at once.

A coward and a rhaglman make alike
bad riders, ,and are.-Rpth alike dif-
covered and confounded by the fu-

perior fenfe of the creature they are-” .

mounted upon, who is equally {poilt
by both, though in very different ways.
The coward, by fuffering the animal
to have his own way, not only confirms -
- him in his bad habits, but creates new
ones in him : and the madman, by falfe
and violent motions and corre&ions,
drives the horfg, through defpair, into

every
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every bad and vicious trick, that rage
can fuggeft.

It is very requifite in horfemanthip,
that the hand and legs fhould a& in
correfpondence with each other in every
thing ; the latter always fubfervient and
affiftant to the former. Upon circles,
in walking, trotting, or galloping, (I
mean, where nothing more is intended,)
the outward leg is the only one to be
" ufed, and that only for a moment at a
“time, in order to fet off the horfe true,
. or put him right, if he be falfe; and as
* foon as that is done, it muft be taken
" away again immediately : but if the
horfe be lazy, or otherwife retains him-
&lf, (for he may retain himfelf through
ticklithnefs and fpirit, and other reafons
alfo,) both legs muft be ufed, and
- prefled



BREARING HORSES, &. 27

prefled to his fides at the fame time
together. The lefs. the legs are ufed
in general, the better. Very delicate
good ridets, with horfes they have
drefled themfelves, will fcarcely ever
want their help; but that perfection in
the feeling of either man, or horfe, is
not to be expefed in the hurry which
<an not be avoided in a regimental
fchool, where the numbers are fo-great.
By the term outward is underftood the
fide, which is more remote from the cen-
ter ; and by inward is meant the {ide -
next tothe center. In reining back, the:
rider fhould be careful not to ufe his
Yegs, unlefs the horfe backeth on his:
fhoulders, in which eafe they muft be
both applied gently at the fame time,
and correfpond with the hand. If the
horfe refufe to Qack at all, the rider’s:

' C legs:
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legs muft be gently approached, till the
horfe lifts up a leg, as if to go forwards ;
at which time, when that leg is in the
air, the rein of the fame fide with that
leg, which is lifted up, will eafily bring
that fame leg backwards, and according-
ly oblige the horfe to back : but if the
horfe offers to rear, the legs muft be in-
ftantly removed away. The inward rein
muft be the tighter on circles, fo that
the horfe may bend and look inwards ;
and the outward one croffed over a little
towards it; and both held in the left
~ hand, that foldiers may not have
*¢ " their right employed, which, as has be-
fore been obferved, muft be left free for

other more neceffary ufes.

*

Let the man and horfe begin on very
flow motions, that they may have time
to
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to underftand, and refle& on what is
taught them, in their minds: and in pro-
portion as the effeéts of the reins are
better comprehended, and the manner
of working becomes more familiar, the
quicknefs of motion muft be increafed.
Every rider mutft learn to feel, without
the help of the eye, when a horfe goes
falfe, and remedy. the fault accordingly :
this is an intelligenc¥, which nothing
but prattice, application and attention
can give, in the beginning on flow ma-
tions. A horfe may not only gallop falfe, -
but alfo trot and walk falfe. Ifa horfe
gallops falfe, that is to fay, if going to -
the right, he leads with the l¢ft leg; or -«
if going to the left, he leads with the
right ; or in cafe he is difunited, by
which is meant, if he leads with the op-
poﬁte leg behind to that which he leads

_with
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with before; ftop him immediately, and
sput him off again properly : the method
of effeting this, is by approaching your
outward leg and putting your hand out-
wards, ftill keeping the inward rein the
thorter, and the horfe’s head inwards, if
poffible ; and if he fhould ftill refift, then
‘bend and pull his head outwards alfo,
but replace it again, beat properly in-
- wards, the moment he goes off true.
The help of the leg in this, and indeed
all other cafes, muft not be-made ufe of
_at all, till that of the hand alone has
- proved ineffeCtual. A horfe is faid to be
: ‘difunited to the right, when going to
.the right, and cenfequently leading
‘with the right leg before, he leads
with the left behind; and is faid to
-be difunited to the léeft, when going
0 the: left, and confequently leading

. with
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with the left leg before, he leads with
‘the right behind. A horfe may 4t
‘the fame time be both falfe and dif-
‘united ; in corre€ting both which faults,
‘the fame method muft be ufed. He
- s both falfe and difunited to the right,
‘when in going to the right he leads
with the left leg before, and the 'right
"behind ;3 notwithftanding that hinder
leg be with propriety “more forward
under his belly, than the left, becaufe
the horfe is working to the right :.
and he is falfe and difunited to the
left, when in going to the left, he leads .
with the right leg before, and the o
“left behind ; notwithftanding, as above,.
that hinder leg be with propriety more
“forward under his belly than the right,
becaufe the horfe ‘is- working to ‘the
left.

In
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In teaching men a right feat on horfe-
back, the greateft attention muft be
given to prevent ftiffnefs, and fticking
by force in any manner upon any oc-
cafion: ftiffnefs difgraces every right
work ; and fticking ferves only to throw
a man (when difplaced) a great diftance
from his horfe by the fpring he muft
go off with: whereas by a proper
equilibrating pofition of the body, and
by the natural weight only of the thighs,
he cannot byt be firm, and fecure in
his feat.

:" " As the men become more firm, angd

. the horfes more fupple, ’tis proper ta

make the circles lefs, but not too much
fo, for fear of throwing the horfes for-
wards upon their fhoulders. ‘

’ "’. .:’; ' N‘

M



BREAKING HORSES, &. 33

No bits thould be ufed, ’till the ri-
ders are firm, and the horfes bend well
to right and left; and then too always
with the greateft care and gentlenefs.
Note always, that I have in view.a
military fchool, and confequently on
account of its neceffary hurry, and
number of {cholars, both men and horfes
are not the moft exa& and delicate ;
the nature of it will not admit of their
being fo. The filly cuftom of ufing
ftrong bits is in all good fchools with
reafon laid afide, as it fhould be like-
wife in military riding. They ferve -
to harden as much the hand of the rider; ;'.
as the mouth of .the horfe ; both which
becoming every day more and more
infenfible together, nothing can be
expected but a moft unfeeling <allouf-
nefs both.in one and the o;hcr Some

D . horfcs,'



VTN
R

% A METHOD OF

horfes, when firft the bit is put into-
their mouths, if great care be not taken,
will put their heads very low. With.
fuch horfes,. raife your right hapd with
the éridoon in it, and play at the fame

- time with the bit in the left hand,.

giving and taking. A ftrong bit indeed.
will flatter an ignorant hand juft at
firft; but it will. never any other, nor-
even an ignorant one. for any time to-
gether, for the horfe’s mouth will foon
grow callous to it,,and unfecling, and -
“the hand the:fame.

On circles, the rider muftlean hisbody -
inwards ; unlefs great attention be given -
to make him do it, he will be per-
petually lofing his feat outwards, every
rapid ar irregular motion the horfe may .

!make "Tis fcarce poffible for him to be.

difplaced
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difplaced if he leans his body properly
inwards.

Inftruétiotis both to man and horfe
In riding are of the greateft importance
and confequence; as the fuccefs of acs
tions in a great meafure depend upon
them. Squadrons are frequerttly broken
and defeated through the ighorance
of the riders or horfes ; but moft com-
morily of bath together. Many and
variaus are the difaftersy that arife from
the horfes not being properly prepared
and fuppled; and from the men not
being taught firm feats, independent of "
their hands and the mouths of their
horfes. Were the men rightly in-
fruted how to keep the mouths of
their hories freth and obcdrcnt, and
thereby maintain a cadenced pace, {be

b2 K R

"
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¥ ever fo faft, or ever fo flow,) ranks
would of courfe be always dreffed, and
unthaken, and confequently always
powerful. The ftouteft and by nature
the beft of cavalry-is often broken, and
thereby rendered inferior far to- much
weaker and lefs refpe@able bodies than
themfelves, for want of being properly
informed in the above-mentioned, and
fuch-like particulars. This is a matter
worthy of a ferious infpetion, confide-
ration and amendment, the negle& of
‘which has upon many occafions been very
»'fatal. Tis to be hoped, that fome
- perfon of fufficient authority and know-
ledge will contrive to introduce many
alterations, that appear very neeeflary
in the cavalry. I fee, for inftance, no
reafon, why the men fhould not wear
criraflesy as it is evident, that many lives
RN would.
3
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would be faved by it, efpecially when
they. charge infantry ; but then the
cuiraffes muft not be made like thofe,
made ufe of at prefent, which feldom
fit, are heavy and unwieldly, weighing
down and fatiguing the wearer ex-
ceflively. To what purpofe are the
men loaded with fuch monftrous -heavy
boots and firelock ? a lighter, yet full
as ftrong, and much more ferviceable
boot might be eafily -contrived. A
light carabine would fuit them tar
better, if any fire-arm at all be thought
neceffary ; which, I confefs, appears
not o to me, as our dragoons are to all
intents and purpofes cavalry ; and fhould
therefore be provided with 2 good
fword, be well inftructed in the manage-
ment of i, and wholely depend,upon
it. Piftols indeed may fmnemﬂes be:.
| D3 <. ne-

- -
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neceflary, but very feldom. A hag
feems to me a filly and ufelefs piece
of drefs in a foldier: itis continually
falling off, efpecially in action ; nor can
it ever ferve as a prote&jon againft
blows, &c. or bad weather, which are
circumftances of great confequence :
whereas a cap has no inconveniences at
all attending it, may be made very
ornamental and of a martial appearance,
and in fuch a manner, as to be a good
fence againft blows, rain, fnow, and
ftormy winds, and alfo convenient tq
fleep in,

CHAP,
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CHAP. HI

“Fbe method of fuppling -borfes with men
‘upon them, by the EpauLE en dedans,
. with and without a longe, -on
scircles and on frait lines.

,, HEN a horfe is well prepared

and fettled in all his motions,

{Ctill when nothing more muft be at-
‘tempted,) and the rider firm, (which
-is alfo as -abfolutely neceffary.) it will
e proper then to proceed on towards
-a farther fuppling and teaching of both.
In regiments, efpecially thofe that are
‘young, there are but very few, if
any tolerable horfernden, which makes
the greateft exactnefs and gentlenefs
.abfolutely neceffary in the inftru@ing of
D4 - ‘both :

S



40 A.METHOD OF

both : and more particularly fo in this
cafe, as horfe and man are both ignorant,
and muft be both alike taught together;
which is a difficulty, that does not exift
in fchools: for there a young rider is
put upon a made, or at leaft a quiet
horfe ; nor do any, but able riders, ever
mount a raw one.

In fetting out upon this new work,
begin by bringing the horfe’s head a
little more inwards than before, pulling
the inward rein gently to you by
degrees. When this is done, try to

-~ gdina little on the fhoulders, by keeping
the inward rein the fhorter, as before,
and the outward one croffed over to-
wards the inward one. The intention
of thefe operations is this; the inward
rein ferves to bring in the head, and

procures
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procures the bend 5 whilft the outward
one, that is a little croffed, tends to
make that bend perpendicular, and as it
fhould be, -that is to fay, to reduce
the nofe and the forehead to be in a
perpendicular line with each other:
it alfo ferves, if put forwards, as well
as alfo croffed, to put the horfe forwards,
iffound neceffary, whichisoften requifite,
many horfes being apt in this, and other
works, rather to lofe their ground
backwards, than otherwife, when they
fhould rather advance : if the nofe were
drawn in towards the breaft beybnd
the perpendicular, it would confine the
motion of .the fhoulders, and have other
bad effefts. All other bends, befides
what I have above fpecified, are falfe,
The outward rein, being crofied, not
in a forward fenfe, but rather a little

¢ back-
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‘backwards, ferves alfo, when neceflary,
‘to prevent the outward fhoulder from
getting too forwards, and makes it
approach the inward one; which fa-
cilitates the inward leg’s crofling -over
the outward one ; which is the metion,
that fo admirably fupples the thoulders.
Care mutt be taken, that the inward leg
pals over the outward one, withont
touching it; this inward leg’s crofl-
ing over muft be helped alfo by the
-inward rein, which you muft crofs to-
wards and over the outward rein, every
time the outward leg -comes to the
~ground, in order to lift and help the
inward leg over it : at any other time,
‘but juft when the outward leg comes to
the ground, it would be wrong to
xrofs the inward rein, or to attempt
o lift uydu: inward leg by it; nay, it

would.
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would be demanding an abfolute im-
poffibility, and lugging about the reins
and horfe to no purpofe ; becaufe in this
cafe, a very great part of the horfe’s
weight refting then upon that leg, would
render fuch an attempt, not only fruit-
lefs, but alfo prejudicial to the fenfi-
bility of the mouth, and probably oblige
him to defend himfelf : and moreover,
it would put the horfe under a neceffity
of ftraddling before, and alfo of leading
with the wrong leg, without being
produive of any fuppling motion what-
foever. :

‘When the horfe is thus far familiariy
accuftomed to what you have required of
him, (but by no means before he is en-
tirely fo,) then proceed to eﬂ'cé't by de--
grees the fame croffing in°hls hinder

;%. legs.
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legs. By bringing in the fore-legs more,
you will of courfe engage the hinder
ones in the fame work: if they refift,
the rider muft bring both reins more
inwards; and, if neceffary, put back:
alfo, and approach his inward leg to the
horfe; and if the horfe throws out his
croup too far, the rider muft bring both
reins outwards, and if abfolutely necef-
fary, (but not otherwife,) he muit alfo
make ufe of his outward leg, in order
to replace the horfe properly; obferv-
ing, that the croup fhould always be
confiderably behind the fhoulders, which
- in all altions. muft go firft; and the
moment that the horfe obeys, the rider
muft put his hand and leg again into their
ufual pofition.

Nothing is more ungraceful in itfelf,
Jnore
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more detrimental to a man’s feat, or more
deftructive of the fenfibility of a horfe’s
fides, than a continual wriggling un-
fettlednefs in a horfeman’s legs, which
prevents the horfe from ever going a
moment together true, fteady, or deter-
mined. ’Tis impoffible upon the whole
~for a man to be too firm, fettled, . and
gentle. A foft motion may be always
inforced,  if neceffary, with eafe; but
an harfh one.is irrecoverable, and its
bad confequences very often almoft
ureparable..

A horfe thould never be turned, with-
out firft moving a ftep forwards; and
when it is doing, the rider muft not lifc
up his elbow, and difplace himfelf; a
motion only of the hand from one fide
to the other being fufficient for that

purpofe..
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purpofe. It muft alfo be 2 contftant ruls
- dever to fuffer a horfe to be ftopped,
mounted, or difmounted, but when he
is well placed. The flower the miotions
are, when a man or horfe is taught any
thing, the better ; for, as I have mens
tioned before, both the one and the
other have time to refle¢t on the leflon,
and comprehend it more perfectly ; but
the motion, though flow, mult net be
dullor with any hefitation.

At firft, the figures worked upon

mutft be great, and afterwards made lefs
by degrees, according to the improwve-
ment which the man and borfe make 3
and the cadenced pace alfo, which they
work in, muft be accordingly aug-
mented. The changes from one fide
to the other, muft be in a bold deter-

mined
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mined trot, and at firft quite ftraight.
forwards, without demanding .any fide- '
motion on two piffes, which is very ne-

ceffary to require afterwards,. when the

horfe is fufficiently fuppled. By two-
2ifles is meant, when the fore parts, .

and hinder parts do not follow, but de-
fcribe two different lines.

In the beginning, a Jonge is ufeful on:

circles, and alfo on ftraight lines, to
help both the rider and the horfe ; but
afterwards, when they are grown more
intelligent,. they fhould go alone. At
the end of the leflon, rein back ; and

then put the horfe, by a little at atime,.

forwards, by approachipg both legs

gently to his fides, (if neceffary,) and’
playing with the bridle: if he rears, pufh-
him .out immediately into a full trot..

-

Shaking' *

e
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Shaking the caveffor on' the horfe’s nofe,
and alfo putting one’s felf before him
and rather near to him, will generally
make him back, though he otherwife
refufe to do it : and moreover a flight
ufe and approaching of the rider’s legs,
will fometimes be neceffary in backing,
in order to prevent the horfe from doing
it too much upon his thoulders; but
the preflure of the legs ought to be
very {mall, and taken quite away the
moment that he puts himfelf enough

. upon his haunches. If the horfe does

not back upon a ftraight line properly,
the rider muft not be permitted to have
recourfe immediately to his leg, and fo
diftort himfelf by it, (which is generally
pradifed with the common fort of riding
mafters;) but firft try, if croffing over
his hand and reins to which ever fide
' may
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may be neceffary, - will not be alone
fufficient; which moft frequently it will:
if not, then employ the leg.

After a horfe is well prepared, and
fettled, and goes freely on in all his
feveral paces, he ought to be in all his
works kept, to a proper degree, upon
his haunches, with his hinder legs well
placed under him ;. whereby he.will be
always pleafant to himfelf, and his rider,’
will be light in hand, and ready to exe-
cute whatever may be demanded of him,
with facility, vigour and quicknefs.

The common method, that is u@;,‘

of forcing a horfe fideways, ‘is a moft

glaring abfurdity, and very hurtful to

‘the animal in its confequences: for in-

ftead of fuppling him, it obliges him
‘ E

to. ...t
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to ftiffen and defend hir'rffc‘lf, and often:
makes a creature, ‘that is naturally be-

" nevolent, ‘a reftive, frightened and vi-

cious man-hater for ever.. In-general,
’tis a'maxim as conftantly. to be remem-
bered, as it'is true, that itis more dif--
ficult to corre&t faults and bad habits,.
‘than to forefee and prevent‘them.

For horfes, . who have. very long and.
‘high fore-hands,. and who poke out
‘their nofes, a. running fndfile is'of ex-
cellent ufe; ‘but for'fuch,. as bere and
keep their heads low,.a common one is
preferable ; though any horfe’s head in--
‘deed may ‘be ‘kept up alfowith'a run--
ning one, by the fidér's keeping his
‘hands ‘very "high ‘and forwards : but
whenever either is iifed alone without a.
‘bridle upon horfes. that carry their.

’ heads.
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heads low and that bore, it muft be
fawed about ftom onc ﬁde to the other.

As for working 2 horfe in hand with-*
put a rider, I cannot but condcmn and
rejettit: two people mdecd in my | hfe-
time, and among& the many I have ob-
ferved, but only two did I ever fee,
who have fucceeded in it; the one,
Sir Szdmy Medow.r, toa furprizing de-
gree; and another gentleman abroady
Cavahcr Roﬂérmzm, at P:fa

This leflon of the epaule en dedcm.r, I
would only have taught to fuch people,

.asare likely to become ufeful in helping 3

to tcach men and to break horfcs 3 and
the more of fuch that cah be. found
_the bcttcr none others Ihould ever bc: :
fuﬂ"ered upon any occafion to let theu‘
Ea horfes



52 A METHOD'OF

Forfes lTook any way, befides the way
they are going, which is a very rare
. - thing now to be feen in moft regiments.
--But all horfes whatever, as likewife all
“ 'men, who are defigned for the teaching
others, muft go thoroughly and per-
fectly through this excellent leflon, un-
der the direions of intelligent inftruc-
tors, and often pradtife it too after-
wards, (which indeed they ought to do
every other leffon that is given them;)
and when that is done, proceed to, and
be finithed by the leffons of the head
and tail to the wall.

It would fcarce be poffible, (neither
is it at all necefary,) to teach the many
‘more difficult and refined parts of horfe-
manthip, to the different kinds and dif-

'poﬁuons, both of men .and horfes,
which
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which one meets with in a regiment;
or 1o give the time and attention, re-

quifite for it, to fuch numbers. The ~.

riding money that is allowed, if righdy -
difpofed of, is full fufficient to procure -
and properly pay deferving and intelli-
gent teachers; and morcovcr; a fadler
and gunfmith, who are abfolutely ne-~
ceffary to every troop. The beft me-
thod would be to qualify as many quar-
ter-mafters as poﬁiblc for riders; and
under each, one rough rider; and one
lance rough rider at leaft for every
troop. One man fhould have more pay
than the reft, and be an'inftructor to the
whole regiment, going aboug, from one
quarter to another, and from troop to
troop; and it fhould be part of his duty
alfo to give leflfons to the officers, (as
likewife to break their horfes;) who, 1

E3 am
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am forry to {'ay it, are, (many of them
~at leaft,) when on horfeback, 2 dif

~ grace, not only to themftlves, but ta
+* the animals they ride on.

This Ieﬁ'on, as indeed 2lmoft all others,
ought to be pradtifed an all figures, on
circles, ﬁralcrht lines, and fqudres, &c.
when on this laft, which is an excellent
leffon, (as alfo in every leffon and on
all figures, where corners or angles are
WGfked on,) care muft be taken con-
cerning the fhoulders and croup, that,
which ever of them is to enter the
corner, it may go quite intoit; and if
both of -them are to do ir, that both
may go in like manner perfeély in ;
and let that, which goes in the fecond of
the two, follow exatly the road of the
Préécding one.
: CHAP
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CHAP. IV

OF the bead to the wall, and of .the croup *
2o the wall. &

HTS leflon fhould be prattifed
immediately -after that of the

epaule en dedans, in order to place the
‘horfe properly the way he goes, &c.
The difference between the head to the
-wall, and the croup to the wall, confifts
in this: in the former, the fore-parts
are more remote from the center, and go
over more ground; in the latter, the
hinder-parts are more remote from the
center, and confequently g@over more
ground: in both, as likewife in all
other leflons, the thoulders muft go firft.
dn riding-houfes, the head to the wall
Egq is
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is the eafier leflon of the two at firft,
the line to be worked upon being
~ marked by the wall, not far from his
head. All leffons ought to be frequently
varied to prevent routine.

The motion of the legs in the leflod
we are {peaking of, to the right, is the
fame, as that of the epaule en dedans to
the left, and o vice versi ; but the head
4s always bent and turned differently :
in the epaule en dedans, the horfe looks
the contrary way, to that which he goes;
in this he looks the way he is going.

~ In the beginning, very little bend
muft. be required ; too much at once
would aftonifh the horfe and make him
defend himfelf: it is to be augmented
by degrees. If the horfe abfolutely re-

fufes
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fufes to obey, it isa fign, that either
“he or his rider has not been fufficiently
prépared by previous leflons. It may
happen, that weaknefs or a hurtin fome
part of the body, or fometimes temper,

though feldom, (in the horfe I mean,)

may be the caufe of the horfe’s defend-

ing himfelf : ’tis the rider’s bufinefs to

find out from whence the obftacle

arifes ; and if he finds it to be from the |
firft mentioned caufe, the previous lef-

fons muft be refumed again for fome

time; if from the fecond, proper re-

- medles muft be applied; and if from

the laft caufe, when all fair means that

can be tried, have failed, proper cor-

reftions with coolnefs and judgment

muft be ufed.

In pradtifing this leffon to the right,
bend
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‘bend the horfe to the right with the
right rein; helping the left leg over
the right (at the time when the right
leg is juft come to the ground,) with
the left rein croffed towards the right,
and keeping the right fhoulder back
with the right rein towards your body,
in order to facilitate the left leg’s crofi-
ing over the right; and fo likewife vice
versa to the left, each rein helping the
other by their properly-mixed effetts.
In working to the right, the rider’s left
leg helps the hinder parts on to the
right, and his right leg ftops them, if
they get too forwards; and fo vice
versid to the left; but neither ought to
be ufed, ’till the hand, being employed,
(as has been before explained,) in a
proper manner, has failed; -or finds,
that a greater force is necefary to bring

what
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what is required, about, than it can
effe® alone; for the legs fhould not
only be correfponding with, but alfo
fubfervient to the handj and all un-
neceffary aids, as well as all force,
ought always ta be avoided, as much as
pofiible.

In the execution of all leflons, the
equilibre of the rider’s body is of
great ufe, eafe and help to the horfe : it
ought always to go with and accompany
every motion of the animal; when to
the right, to the right; and when to
the left, to the left; if it does not, it
is a very great hindrance to the horfe’s

going.

This leffon is perpetually of fervice 5
for example, in all openings and clofings

of -
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of files: and though it be chiefly em-.
ployed on ftraight lines, neverthelefs it
muft be pradtifed, advancing, retreating,
turning, &c. as it may be.of effential
ufe almott in all cafes whatever: it muft
be prattifed too in all paces, very faft as .
well as very flow, but of courfe gently
at firft; and changes alfo from one
hand to the other muft frequently be
made. ’Tis natural to imagine, that
fome horfes, as well as fome men, will
be found more or lefs intelligent, active,
and fupple, than others; and accord-

o ingly more or lefs is to be demanded

and expe&ted from them. This and
all other leffons are to be performed
with or without a /Jonge; as may be
found needful. '

Upon all horfes in every leffon and
_ action,
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altion, it muft be obferved, that there
.is no horfe but has his own peculiar
appui or degree of bearing, and alfo a
fenfibility of mouth, as likewife a rate
‘of his own, which it is abfolutely ne-
ceflary for the rider to difcover and
make himfelf acquainted with. A bad
rider always takes off at leaft the delicacy
of both, - if not abfolutely deftroys it,
‘which is generally the cafe. The horfe
‘will inform his rider when he has got
his proper bearing in the mouth, by
‘playing pleafantly and fteadily with his -
bit, and by the fpray about his chaps.
A delicate and good hand will not only
always preferve a light appus, or bearing,
‘in its fenfibility, but alfo of a heavy
‘one, whether naturally fo or acquired,
- make a light one. The lighter this
-appri can be made, the better; pro-
S vided
X
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vided that the rider’s hand corre=

fponds with it ; if it does not, the more

the horfe is properly prepared, fo much

the worfe. Inftances of this incon-

venience of the beft of appus’s, when the

xider is not equally taught with the
thorfe, may be feen every day in fome
gentlemen, who try to get their horfes

bitted, as they call it, (which now and
then, though very rarely, they get done
‘to fome degree,) without being fuitably
prepared themfelves for riding them:,

the confequence of which is, that they

ride in danger of breaking their necks 3

*till at length after much hauling about,

and by the joint infenfibility and ig-

norance of themfelves and their grooms,

~the poor animals gradually become
mere fenfelefs, unfecling pofts; and

thereby grow, what they call, fettled.

When
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"When: the proper appui is found, and:

made of -courfe as light as. :pofiible,.

it muft'not be kept dully fixed withous:

any veriation, but be played with;:

otherwife-one equally continued tenfion:

of reins would render ‘both the rider’s.
‘Hand, and: the horfe’s mouth very .dull..

“The flighteft, and frequent giving, andi
taking, . is therefore neceffary to keeps
both perfeét.

‘Whatever pace or degree of quick-
nefs you work in; (be it ever fo faft, or:
ever fo flow,) it muft be cadenced ; time-
is as neceflary for an horfeman as for a:
mufician.

This leffon of the head and of the:
tail to the wall, muft be taught every
foldier: fcarce any manceuvre can be

well.
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well performed without it. In clofing
and opening of files, it is almoft every
moment wanted. Few regimental riding
mafters cnhcr practife it right, teach
it right, -or know it right, but a& by
force only, and make the horfe look
the wrong way. It is a great detriment
to the fervice, that fo few of the
teachers are inftru&ted on true, and
ufeful principles of horfemanthip.

CHAP.



BREAKING HORSES, & 65

CHAP. V.

The method of teaching horfes to fand fire,
noifes, alarms, fights, &c.---of prevent-
ing their lying down in water----to

. fand quiet to be fhot off from----to
go over rough and bad ground----to
leap bedges, gates, ditches, &c. fland-
ing and flying—--to difregard dead
borfes--- to fwim, Ec.

N order to make horfes ftand fire,

the found of drums and all forts of
different noifes, you muft ufe them to it
by degrees in the ftable at feeding-time;
and inftead of being frightened at it,
they will foon come to like it, as a
fignal for eating.

F With
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With regard to fuch horfes, as are
afraid of burning objets, begin by
keeping them ftill at a certain diftance
from fome lighted ftraw:: carefs the
horfe, and in proportion as his fright
diminithes, approach. gradually the
burning-&raw very gently, and in-
creafe the fize of it. By this means he-
will very quickly be brought to- be fo
familiar with it, as to walk undaunted
even through it. The fame method
and gentlenefs- muft be obferved alfo,.
in regard to glittering. arms,, colours,.
ftandards, &c.

As to horfes that are apt' to lie down:
in the water, if animating them, and:
attacking them vigoroufly fhould fail.
of the defired effeét, (which feldom is
the cafe,) then break a ftraw-bottle full.

of
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of water upon their heads, and let the
water run into their ears, which is a
thing they apprehend very much.

All troop-horfes muft be taught to
ftand quiet and ftill when they are fhot
oft from, to ftop the moment you pre-
fent, and not to move after firing,
*till they are required to do it; this leflon
ought efpecially to be obferved in light-
groops; in fhort, the horfes muft be
‘taught to be fo cool and undifturbed, as
1o fuffer the rider to 2& upon him with
the fame freedom, as if he was on foot.
Patience, coolnefs and temper are the
only means requifite for accomplithing
this end. Begin by walking the horfe
gently, then ftop and keep him from
ftirring for fome time, fo as to accuftom
him by degrees not to have the leaft

F e idea
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idea of moving without orders:" if he
does, then back him; and when you
ftop him, and he is quite ftill, leave the
reins quite loofe.

To ufe a horfe to fire-arms, firft put

a piftol or carabine in the manger with
his feed ; then ufe him to the found
‘of the lock and the pan; after which,
‘when you are upon him, fhew the piece
to him, prefenting it forwards, fome-
times on one fide, fometimes on the
other : when he is thus far reconciled,
proceed to flafh in the pan ; after which,
put a fmall charge into the piece, and fo
.continue augmenting it by degrees to
the quantity which is commonly ufed :
Jf he feems uneafy, walk him forwards a
few fteps flowly; and then ftop, back
and carefs him. Horfes are often alfo
difquieted
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- difquieted and unfteady at the clafh,
and drawing, and returning of fwords,
all which they muft be familiarized to
by little and little, by frequency and
gentlenefs.

In going over rough and bad ground,
the men muft keep their hands high,
and their badies back.

It is very expedient for all cavalry,
in general, but particularly for light
cavalry, that their horfes fhould be very
ready and expert in leaping over ditches,
hedges, gates, &c. The leaps, of what-
ever fort they are, which the horfes are
brought to in the beginning, ought to
‘be very fmall ones; the riders muft
keep their bodies back, raife their
hands a little in order to help the fore-

F 3 parts
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parts of the horfe up, and be very at-
tentive to their equilibre. - "Tis beft te
begin at a low bar covered with furze,
which pricking the horfe’s legs, if he
does not raife himfelf ‘fufficiently,
prevents his contraéting a fluggith and
dangerous habit of touching, as he goes
over, which any thing yielding and not
pricking, would give him a cuftomr of
doing. Let the ditches you firft bring
horfes toy be marrow 3 and in this, as in
evefy thing elfe, let the imcreafe be
madé by degrees. Aeceuftom them to
come up to every thing, which they arero
Jeap over, and to ftand coely at it for
fome time ; and then to raife themielves
gently up in ordet to form to themfelres
an idea of the diftance. When they
leap well ftanding, then ufe them to
walk gently up to the Jeap, and to' go
OVEer
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-over it without firft halting at it; and
after that prattice is familiar to them,
repeat the like in a gentle trot, and fo
by degrees fafter and fafter, ’all at
length it is as familiar to them to leap
flying on a full gallop, as any other
way : all which is to be acquired with
great facility by calm and foft means
without any hurry.

As horfes are naturally apt to be
frightened at the fight and fmell of
dead horf¢s, numbers of which are every
moment met with on fervice, (efpecially
at the latter end of the year, when the
roads are bad, and the poor animals,
too often treated and driven cruelly,
go a great way from camp for forage,)
it is advifable to habituate them to walk
over, and leap over carcaffes of dead

F 4 borfes;
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horfes ; and as they are particularly
terrified at this fight, the greater gen-
tlenefs ought confequently to be ufed
in breaking them of their dread of it,

Horfes fhoyld alfo be accuftomed to
fwim, -which often may be neceffary
upon fervice ; and if the men and horfes
both are not ufed to it, both may
be frequently liable to perith in the
water. . A very {fmall portion of ftrength
1s fufficient to guide 3 horfe, any where
indeed, but particularly in the water,
where they muft be permitted to have
thelr heads, and be no ways conftrained
m any fhape.

The heavy cavalry may poflibly c;b-
ject to having their large horfes taught
2] thefe feveral exercifes: but though

' ‘they
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they -are not, nor can indeed be
- expetted to perform all, with the fame
- ativity and velocity, as light troops do,
_yet ’ts abfolutely neceffary, that they
.fhould be taught them all: for ’tis a
_melancholy confideration, that any
-trifling obftacle thould prevent fo ufeful
.and powerful a body from a&ing.

The unreafonable rage in England
of cutting off all extremities from
horfes, is in all cafes a very pernicious
cuftom: It is particularly fo in regard
to a troop-horfe’s tail. It is almoft
incredible, how much they fuffer at
the picket for want of it: conftantly
fretting, and fweating, kicking about
and laming one another, tormented, and
ftung off their meat, miferable, and
helplefs, whilft other horfes, with their

4 tails
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tails on, brufh off all flies, are cool, and

' at their eafe, and mend daily, whilft
the dock’d ones grow every hour more
and more out of condition. On duty,
and marchcg, the tails may be tied up
without any trouble, and look very well.
Even a common nag tail, efpecially
if fuffered to grow. a little long, would
prote¢t the horfe very much.

- CHAP.
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CHAP VI

T'he method of reining back— and of moving
Sforwardstmmediately aftér — of piafing—
of pillars, &e.

' OMETHING having afready been

. S faid in the chapter of fuppling, &e.
upon the fubject of reining back, theré
wil} not be occafion to dwell much upon
it here, as the reader may have recourfe
to that chapter. Never finith your
work by reining back with horfes, that
have any difpofition towards retaining
themfelves ; but always move them
forwards and a little upon the haunches
alfo after it, before you difmount, (unlefs
they retain themfelves very much
indeed, in which cafe nothing at all
muft

SN
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muft be demanded from the haunches.)
This leffon of reining back, and piafing,
is excellent to conclude with, and puts
an horfe well and properly on the
haunches: It may be done, according
as horles are more or lefs fuppled, either
coing forwards, backing, or in the fame
place: if ’tis done well advancing, or
at moft, on the fame fpot, it is full fuf-
ficient for a foldier’s horfe : For to piafe
in backing, is rather too much to be
expeted in the hurry, which cannot
but attend fuch numbers both of
men and horfes, as muft be taught
together in regiments. This leffon muft
never be attempted at all, "till horfes are
very well fuppled, and fomewhat accuf-
tomed to be put together; otherwife
it will have very bad confequences,
and create reftivenefs ; infallibly fo, if
' nog

-

.-
M
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not prattifed with the utmoft exaénefs
and delicacy; and principally with
horfes, that have the leaft tendency to re-
tain, or to defend themfelves. If they
refufe to back, and ftand motionlefs, the
rider’s legs muft be approached with the
greateft gentlenefs to the horfe’s fides ;
at the fame time as the hand is alting
on the reins to {folicite the horfe’s
backing. This feldom fails of pro-
curing the defired effe&t, by raifing
one of the horfe’s fore legs, which being
in the air, has no weight upon it,
‘and is confequently very eafily brought
backwards by a fmall degree of tenfion
in the reins. When this leffon is well
performed, it is very noble, and ufeful,
and has a pleafing air; it is an ex-
cellent one to begin teaching {cholars
with. In regiments, at their firft being

1 raifed,
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raifed, when all horfes are brought in

young and raw, there can of courfe

be no horfes ready prepared in it far

this purpofe y ‘but a little time and

diligence remiedies this inconvenience. °
AR

The leffon,” we are fpeaking of, is
particularly ferviceable in the pillars,
for placing fcholars well at firft. Very
few regimental riding-houfes have pik
lars, and I muft fay, that it is fertunate
they have not; for, though when pro-
perly made ufe of with {kill, they ate
one of the greateft and beft difcoveries
in horfemanthip ; they muft be allowed
to be very dangerous and pernicious,
when they are not under the diretion
of a very knowing perfon. Upon the
whole, however highly T approve of
pillars, I would on no account admit of

any,
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any, unlefS conftantly under the eye
and attention of a very intelligent
teacher; which is a thing fo difficult
to be found in regiments, that I think
pillars are better banifhed from amongft
them, and therefore fhall fay no more

Rere of what I efteem mneverthelefs fo

much. As for the fingle pillar, it is a
very ufelefs and ridiculous thing ; and
being, as I hope and believe, univerfally
laid afide, I think it not worth making,
further mention. of here..

CHAP
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CHAP. VIIL

The method of curing refliveneffes, vices,
dg‘enm, Jarting, &e.

EFORE any mention is made of

the different kinds of reftivenefles,
vices, and defences, &c. it is not amifs
to obferve, that a horfe’s being good
or ill-natured, greatly depends on the
temper of the perfon, that is put about
him, efpecially at firft ; and confequently
ane cannot be too careful and watchful
in this point,

Whenever a horfe makes refiftance,
one ought, before a remedy or correc-
tion is thought of, to examine very
minutely all the tackle about him, if
. any

|

|
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any thing hurts or tickles him, whether
he has any natural or accidental weak-
nefs, or in fhort any the leaft im-
pediment in any part.  For want of this
precaution, and prevmus infpeétion,
many fatal, and often. lrreparablc difaf-
ters happen: the peor dumb animal
is frequently dccufed falfely of being
reftive and vitious ; is ufed ill without
aeafon, and being forced into defpair,
s, in a manner, obliged to aét ac-
cordingly, be his temper and inclination
ever fo well difpofed. A horfe that is
vitious and alfo fo weak, that there are
no hopes of his growing ftronger,
is a moft deplorable beaft, and not
worth any one’s care or trouble:
’tis very feldom, (I was near faying,
never) the cafe, that a2 horfe is really,
and by nature vitious; but if fuch

G be
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be found, he will defpife all carefies,
and then chaftifements become necef's_

fary.

Correction, according as you ufe it,
throws a horfe into more or lefs violent
ation, which, if he be weak, he cannot
fupport : but a vitious ftrong horfe is

- to be confidered in a very different light;
being able both to undergo and con-
fequently to profit by all leflons ; and is,
in every refpe&, far preferable to the
beft-natured weak one upon earth.
Patience and {cience are never-failing
means to reclaim fuch a horfe: in
whatfoever manner he defends himfelf;
bring him back frequently with gentle-
nefs, (not however without having
given him proper chaftifement, if
neceflary,) to the leflon which he feems

2 moft
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- moft averfe to. Horfes are by degrees
made obedient, through the hope of
recompence and the fear of punifhment :
how to mix thefe two motives ju-
dicioufly together, is a very difficult
matter, not eafy to be prefcribed ; it
requires much thought and practice;
and not only a good head, but a good
heart likewife. The cooleft, and beft
natured rider, cateris paribus, will
always fucceed beft. By a dextrous ufe
of the incitements abovementioned, you
will gradually bring the horfe to temper
and obedience ; mere force and want
of fkill and of coolnefs, would only
tend to confirm him in bad tricks. If
he be impatient or choleric, never ftrike
him, unlefs he abfolutely refufes to go
forwards ; which_ you muft refolutely
oblige him to do, and which will be of

G2 itfelf
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itfelf a correQionm, by preventing his
having time to meditate, and put in
execution any defence by retaining him-
felf. Refiftance in horfes, you muft
confider, is fometimes a mark of ftrength
and vigour, and proceeds from fpirits,
as wéll as fometimes from vice and
weaknefs. Weaknefs frequently drives
horfes into vitioufnefs, when any thing,
wherein ftrength is neceffary, is de-
manded from them ; ‘nay, it inevitably
muft : great care therefore fhould always
be taken to diftinguith from which of
thefe two caufes, that are evidently
fo different, the defence arifes, before
- any remedy or punifhment is thought
of. It may fometimes be a bad fign,
when horfes do not at all defend
themfelves, and proceed from a fluggith
difpofition, a want of fpirit, and of a

proper
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proper fenfibitity. Whenever one is
fo fortunate as to meet with a horfe of
juft the right fpirit, a&ivity, delicacy of
feeling, with ftrength, and good-nature,
“he cannot be cherithed teo much; for
fuch a one is a rare and ineftimable
jewel, and if properly treated, will, in
a manner, do every thing of himfelf.
Hordfes are oftener fpoilt by having too
much done to ‘them, and by attempts
to drefs them in too great an hurry,
‘than by any other treatment.

If after a horfe has been well fuppled,
and there are no impediments, either
natural or accidental, if he ftill perfifts
to defend himfelf, chaftifements then
become neceffary : but whenever this is
the cafe, they muft not be frequent, but
always firm, though always as little vio-

G 3 lent,
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lent, as peffible : for they are both dan-

"gerous and very prejudicial, when fre-
quently ar flightly played with; and
ftill more fo, when ufed too violently.

>Tis impoffible in general to be too
circumfpe& in leflons of all kinds, in
aids, chaftifements or careffes; for, as
“the great D. of Newcaftle obferves, if
any man was in the form of a horfe, he
could not invent with more art, than
fome horfes do, fchemes to oppofe what
is required of him. Some have quicker
parts, and more cunning, than others.
Many will imperceptibly gain a little
-every day on their rider. Various in
thort are their difpofitions, and capa-
cities. It is the rider’s bufinefs to find
out their different qualities, and to
make them fenfible, how much he loves
them,
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them, and defires to be loved by them,
but at the fame time, that he dées not
fear them, and will be mafter.:

Plunging is a very, common defence
among - reftive and. vitions horfes : if
th;;:y do it in the fame place, or backing,
they snuft by the rider’s legs and fpurs
firmly applied, be obliged to go for-
wards, and their heads kept up high.
But if they do it flying forwards, keep
them back, and ride them gently and
very flow for a good while together.
Of all bad tempers and qualities in
horfes, thofe, which are occafioned by
harfh treatment and ignorant riders,
which are very common, are the worft.

Rearing is a bad vice, and, in weak
horfes efpecially, a very dangerous one.
G 4 - Whilt
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Whilft the horfe is up, the rider mraft
yield his hantd, and when the horfe is
defcending, he muft vigoroufly deter-
mine him forwards: if this be done
at any other time, but whilft the horfe
i coming down, it may add a fpring
to his rearing, and make him fall back-
wards. With a good hand on them,
horfes feldom perfift in this vice; for
they are themfelves naturally much
afraid of falling backwards. If this
methoed, which I have meationed, fails,
(which it fcarcely ever will,) you muft
make the horfe kick up behind, by
getting fomebody on foot to ftrike him
behind with a whip ; or, if that will not
effett it, by pricking him with a goad.

Starting often proceeds from a defect
in the fight; which therefore muft be
carc-
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carefully looked into. Whatever the
~ borfe is afraid of, bring him up to it
gently ; if you carefs him every ftep he
advances, he will go quite up to it by
degrees, and foon grow familiar with
all forts of objects. Nothing but great
gentlenefs can corre& this fault: for
if you infli® punifhment, the appre-
henfion of chaftifement becomes pre-
valent, and caufes more ftarting, than
the fear of the obje&t. If you let him
go by the obje&, without bringing him
up to it, you increafe the fault and
confirm him in his fear: the con-
fequence of which is, he takes his rider
perhaps a quite contrary way from
what he was going, becomes his mafter,
and puts himfelf and the perfon upon
him, every moment in great danger. 1
have fo often heard people maintain,

 fome,
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fome, that blows are neceffary to cure
this evil; and others, that horfes fhould
be fuffered to have their own way in
it; that I could not help faying a few
words upon this fubje®, (though it
fpeaks for itfelf,) to convince thofe,
who, as my ingenious friend Mr.
-Bourgelat. {ays, argumentent de ces [yfremes
deplorables. '

Many troop horfes; and particularly
old ones, often do not chufe to leave
their companions. They fhould there-
fore be ufed early, and frequently to
Jeave their ranks fingly..

- With fuch horfes, as are to a very
great degree fearful of any objects, make
a quiet horfe, by going before them,
gradually entice them to approach nearer

and
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and nearer to the thing they are afraid
of. If the horfe, thus alarmed, be

undifciplined and head-ftrong, he will
probably run away with his rider ; and

if fo, his head muft be kept up high,

and the fnaffle fawed backwards and

forwards from right to left, taking\up

and yielding the reins of it, as alfo the
reins of the bit: but this latter muft
not be fawed backwards and forwards,

like the fnaffle, but only taken up, and

yielded properly. No man ever yet

did, or ever will ftop a horfe, or gain

any one point over him, by main

force, or by pulling a dead weight

againft him.

CHAP
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Several remarks and bints on fhocing, feed-
ing, management of borfes, &ec. &e.

Do not by any means intend to en-
ter here largely on a fyftem of fhoe-

- .ing. As feet differ, fo fhould fhoes ac-

cordingly. As it happens unfortunately
for us, that the farriers belonging to
the cavalry for want of proper education,
due infpection, and encouragement,
are void of alf real fkill, and knowledge
in their profeflion, and have minds, in
fhort, quite uncultivated, it is ab-
foluttly neceflary to lay down only
fuch rules, as are plain, general and
invariable, and the ftriGteft difcipline
muft be enforced to make them all

3 obferved
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obferved and followed moft religioufly.
I do not however defpair of feeing in
time fome intelligent farriers properly
inftru&ted ; and when fuch are forméd,
and not till then, the number of them
in regiments fhould be increafed: It

would be much better to have none at

all, till fuch a reformation is brought
about. One man cannot properly fhoe
more than forty horfes; at prefent
we have only one to a troop of fifty-five,
befides bat-horfes, and all others be-
longing to officers, futlers, carriages, fer-
vants, &c. There fhould alfo be one
forge-cart at leaft appropriated to each
fquadron, and a third for the latter-men-
tioned purpofes: But they muft not ‘be
like our prefent ones, which are made fo
heavy and with fuch low wheels, that
they employ a great number of horfes,

" ruin

&
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ruin moft of them, and after all, feldom
get up to their refpective regiments in.
right time, even in good roads, and
never in bad ones. And I may fay,
that’tis lucky they do not, for upon ex-
perience one finds fewer horfes lame,

. during the abfence of farriers, than when

they are prefent. They fhould be
built upon two wheels only, and thofe
very high: The cart muft be covered,
and have partitions in it for the forge,
bellows, tools, char-coal, &c. -All thefe
things muft be fo contrived, as to be
cafily taken out of the cart, and worked
on the ground. This fort of forge-cart
neyer fticks, and is alwggs able to keep
ug_with the regiments @r¥ any marches:
It reqmres but few horfes, and fpoils
none. I have- one for my own ufe,
made by the Hangverian train, which
: 15
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is drawn eafily by two horfes. For
regiments, the carts muft be fome-
what larger, and more fubftantial, ﬁand
would need three horfes. I doubt not,
but an Englith workman would improve
upon them, as to ftrength and lightnefs,
as well as convenience ; tho’ the cart I

have, is very well conftruted, and :

anfwers well every neceflary purpofe. .

Phyfick and a butteris in well-in-
formed hands would not be fatal; but
- in the manner we are now provided
_with farriers, they muft be quite ba-
nithed. Whoever at prefent lets his
farrier, groom, or coachman, in con:
fideratign of his having {wept dung out
of the ftables fora greater or lefs number
of years, ever even mention any thing
more than water-gruel, a clyfter, or a

little

S
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little bleeding, and that too very fel-

dom ; or pretend to talk of the nature

of feet, of the feat of lameneffes, fick-

neffes, or their cures, may be certain to
" find himfelf very fhortly quite on foot,
and fondly arms an abfurd and invete-

rate enemy againft his own intereft. It

. is incredible what tricking knaves moft
ftable-people are, and what daring at-
tempts they will make to gain an
afcendant over their mafters, in order to
have their own foolith proje@s com-
plied with. In fhoeing, for example,
I have more than once known, that,
for the fake of eftablithing their own
ridiculous and pernicious fyftem, when
their mafters have differed from it, they
have, on purpofe, lamed horfes, and
imputed the fault to the fhoes, after
having in vain tried, by every fort of
in-
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invention and lies, to difcredit the ufe of

them. How can the method of fuch

people be commendable, whofe argu-

ments, as well as prackice, are void of .
common fetife ? If your horfe’s foot be

- bad and brittle; they advife you to cover

it with a very heavy fhoe; the con-

fequence of which proceeding is evident: -
For how thould the foot, which before
eould fearce carry itfelf; be able after-
wards to carry fuch an additional
weight, which is ftuck on moreover
with a mulditude of nails, the holes of
which tear and weaken the hoof ? If the
foot is cut or hurt, one do&or fays;
load it, by way of cover, with all you
can: His canceited opponent as wifely
counfels you, to let the hotfe walk bare
upon the fore. The only fyftem all
thefe fimpletons feem to agree in, is tg

H . fhos

-
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thoe in general with exceflive heavy,
and clumfy ill-fhaped fhoes and very
many nails, to the total deftruion
of the foot. The cramps they annex,.
tend to deftroy the bullet, and the fhoes
made in the fhape of a walnut-thell,
prevent the horfe’s walking upon the
firm bafis, which God has given him for
that end, and thereby oblige him to
ftumble and fall. They totally pare
away alfo, and lay bare the infide of the
animal’s . foot with their deteftable
butteris, and afterwards put on very
long fhoes, whereby the foot is hindered
from having any preﬁ'ure at all upon:
the ‘heels, .. which preﬂ'urc otherwife
might fill perchance, notwithftanding
thclr dreadful cutting, keep the heels
properly open,, and the foot in good
order. The frog thould never be cut

out;
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out 3 but as it will fometimes become

ragged, it muft be cleaned every now
“and then, and the ragged pieces cut off
with a knife. In one kind of foot in-

deed a confiderable cutting away muft
~ be allowed of, but not of the frog; I
tmean that very high feet muft be cut
down to a proper height; becaufe if they
were not, the frog, tho’ not cut, would
&till be fo far above the ground, as not
to have any bearing on it, whereby the
great tendon muft inevitab§y be dama-
ged, and confequently the horfe would
go lame.

The weight of fhoes’ muft preatly,
wholely indeed, depend on the quality
and hardnefs of the iron. If the iron
be very good, it will h,or. bend ; and in
this cafe, the fhoes cannot poffibly be

H 2 made
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made too light: care however muft be
taken, that they be of a thicknefs fo as
not to bend ; for, bending would force
out the nails, and ruin the hoof. That
part of the fhoe, which is next the
horfe’s heel, muft be narrower than
any other, (as is feen in the draught,)
that ftones may be thereby prevented
from getting under it, and fticking
there ; which otherwife would be the
cafe ; becaufe the iron, when it ad-
vances inwardly beyond the bearing of
the foot, forms a cavity, wherein ftones
being lodged would remain; and, by
prefling againft the foot, lame the horfe.
The part of the fhoe, which the horfe
walks upon, fhould be quite flat, and the
infideof itlikewife ; onlyjuft{pace enough
being left next the foot, to put in a
picker, (which ought to be ufed every

time
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time the horfe comes into the ftable,:
and often on marches,) and alfo to pre-
vent the fhoe’s prefling upon the fole.
Four nails on each fide, hold better than
a greater number, and keep the hoof
in a far better ftate. The toe of the -
horfe muft be cut fhort, and nearly
fquare, (the angles only juft rounded
off,) nor muft any nails be driven there ;
this method prévents much’ ftumbling,
efpecially in defcents, and ferves by
throwing nourithment to the heels, to
ftrengthen them ; 3 on them the horfe
fhould in fome meafure walk, and the
Thoe be made of a proper length ac-
cordingly : by this means, narrow heels
are prevented, and many other good
.effects produced. Many people drive
.anail at the toe, but it is an abfurd
praéhce. Leaving room to drive ong
H3 there
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there caufes the foot to be of an im-
proper length, and moteover that part
of the hoof is naturally fo brittle, that,
even when it is kept well greafed, the
nail there feldom ftays in, bur tears out,
and damages the hoof. That my di-
rections tor fhoeing a proper length
may be the more clear and intelligible,
I have annexed a draught of a foot
fhoed of .a- proper length ftanding on
a plain furface, and with it a draught
of the right kind of thoe.

In ‘wet, fpungy, and foft ground,
‘where the foot finks in, the ' preffure
upon the heels is of courfe greater, than
on hard ground ; and fo indeed it fhould
‘be wupon sll accounts. The hinder
feet muft be treated in the fame manner
as the fore-ones; and the fhoes the

fame :
3
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fame : except in hilly and flippery coun-
tries, they may not improperly be turned
up a little behind: but turning up
the fore-fhoes is, I am convinced, of no
fervice, and is certain ruin to the fore-
legs, efpecially to the bullets. In de-
fcending hills, cramps are apt to_throw
horfes down, by ftopping the fore-legs,
out of their proper bafis and natural
‘bearing, when the hinder ones are ra-
pidly prefled ; which unavoidably muft
be the cafe, and confequently cannot
but puth the horfe upon his nofe.
With them on a plain furface, a horfe’s
foot is always thrown forwards on the
toe, out of its proper bearing, which
is very liable to make the horfe ftumble.
The notion of their utility in going up
hills is a falfe one. In afcending, the
Yoe is the firft part of the foot, which
‘ Hy4 . bears
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bears on, and takes hold of the ground,
whether the horfe draws, or carries,
end confequently the bufinefs is done,
before the part, where the cramps are,
‘tomes to the ground. Ice nails are |
preferable to any thing to prevent
{lipping, as alfo to help horfes up hill,
the moft forward ones taking hold of
the ground early, confiderably before
the heels touch the ground: they muft
be fo made, as to be; when driven in,
fcarce half inch above the fhoe, and
alfo have four fides ending at the top
in a point: They are of great fervice
to prevent flipping on all kinds of places,
and by means of them an horfe is not
thrown out of his proper bafis. They
muft be made of very good iron. If
they are not, the heads of them will be
perpetually breaking off, which will
© o pot
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not happen, if the iron is good, and
the nails are well made. By putting a
frefh one every now and then on each
fide of the fhoe, all withed-for ends are
obtained, and no bad effets egfue.
I know that I am fighting againft a
very ftrong, though a very unreaignable
prejudice. Let this be tried only, and
compared fairly on experience with
others’; and not immediétely laid afide,
if, in flippery weather, a horfe thus
fhod fhouid now and then flip. In
fome weather, and on fome ground
any horfe any how fhod may fometimes
chance to fall. There is unluckily no
abfolute fpecifick againft accidental
falling in any fhoes yet difcovered,
T have tried all methods, and find the
above mentioned one the neareft to per-
fection: This fort of thoe and nails when

: well
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well made and fixed properly, being
the firmeft bafis, and beft hold I ever
knew. I do not recommend ice nails
at all times. In certain weather, (the
greateft part of the year indeed,) the
ground is in a condition, which does nat
require any, From the race horfe to
the cart horfe, the fame fyftem of thoe-
ing fhould be obferved. The fize,
thicknefs and weight of them only
thould differ. The fhoe of a race horfe
mutft of courfe be lighter than that of a
faddle horfe; that of a faddle harfe
lighter than that of a coach or bat horfe ;
and . thefe laft more fo than a cart,
-waggon, or artillery horfe. At prefent
all fhoes in general are too beavy; if
the iron is good, fhges need not be fo
thick, as they are now generally made.

“The utmoft feverity oughs to be in-
flicted
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flicted upon all thofe who clap fhoes
on hot: This unpardonable lazinefs
of farriers in making feet thus fit fhoes,
inftead of fhoes fitting feet, dries up
the hoofs, and utteriy deftroys them.
The fhoes in England at prefent, that
are contrived with the moft fenle, are
what they call plates for the race horfes
at Newmarket : I do not fay, that they
are perfect, but they are nearer the truth,
than any others I know; nor are they
fubftantial enough for common ufe, tho’
fufficiently fo for the turf.

*Tis ftrange, that there fhould be
fo many ridiculous and abfurd methods
of fhoeing ; when ’tis fo manifeft, that
a fmall fhare of tommon fenfe with
a moment’s refletion upon the ftructure
of a horfe’s foot, cannot but fuggeft the

- proper
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proper one. Frequent removals of
fhoes are detrimental and tear the foot,
but fometimes they are very neceflary :
this isan inconvenience, which half-thoes
are liable to, (though excellentin feveral
other refpeds ;) for the end of the fhoe,
being very fhort, is apt to work foon
into the foot, and confequently muft
then be moved. Soldiers (hould always
carry two {pare fhoes with them, on the
upper end and outward fide of each
holfter pipe, with fome nails. Some
~ fhould carry a hammer, others a pair of
pinchers, and all be taught how to fix
on a thog. The weight of thefe things
properly divided. is trifling. The ufe
of them would be foon found on fer-
vice, particularly with light, troops, and
on detachments, where farriers cannot
be prefent. Major Erfkirfe of Eliott’s

: has
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has placed thefe things, and all other
neceflaries, better than I ever faw them
elfewhere by far.

The common practice of ftuffing feet,
that are heated, with dung, I can in
no wife approve of ; for the dung con.
tains a rotting quality in it: clay and
hog’s lard, well mixed together, is much
better for the purpofe.

The methods ef treating and keeping
horfes in other refpeéts, are as various,
and for the generality as inconfiftent with
reafon, as thofe of fhoeing are; but
a little confideration would (in moft
common cafes at leaft,) dire® people
right in both. One pampers his cattle,
with a view of ftrengthening them ; and
afterwards, by way of correétion, he

pours
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pours down drugs into them without
thought or meafure. Another lets no
air at all into his ftable; from whence
his horfes inevitably catch cold; when
they ftir out of it; and are rotted, if
they 4bide in it,r by bad corrupted air.
A third, equally wife, leaves his ftable
open, and his cattle expofed to the wind
and weather at.all times, whether his
horfes or the ‘weather be hot or cold ;
and frequently too even in wind-
draughts, whilt they are in a fweat.
All thefe different notions and practices
are alike attended with deftruétion to
horfes; as alfo are the many extra-
vagances, that prevail in the {ame con-
tradiCtory extremes, *with regard to co-
verings. But in anfwer to all thefe
foalith fyltems, reafon plainly fuggefts
to us, that. proper wholefome food, 3
’ - well-
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* well-tempered circulation of fweet air,
moderate and conftant exercife, with:
due care, and fuitable cloathing, as -
weather and occafions may require,. will
never fail to preferve horfes found and
in health.

After working, and at night of courfe,,
as alfo n lameneffes, and fickneffes,
*tis good for horfes to ftand on litter ;
it ‘promotes ftaleing, &c. At other
times I do not advife it ; for the conftant
ufe of it makes the feet tender, and
horfes delicate.

It is of the greateft confequence for
horfes to be kept clean, regularly fed
and as regularly exercifed : but whoever
chufes to ride.in the way of eafe and
pleafure, withow v patigue on horfe--

back 3
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back ; or in fhort, does not like to carry
his horfe inftead of his horie’s carrying
him, muft not fuffer his horfe to be ex-
ercifed by a groom, ftanding up on his
ftirrups, holding himfelf on by means of
the -reins, and thgreby hanging his
whole dead weight 3: the horfe’s mouth,
to the entire deftruction of all that is
- good, fafe or pleafant about the animak

A great quantity of hay, efpecially
that which is taken from water-meadows
or any low and fwampy ground, being
of a foggy nature, is not good for
horfes : it may ferve indeed for cart-
horfes, and for fuch troop-horfes, (few
of fuch, thank God, now remain;) who are
meant for no other ufe, but to roll on
flowly with a fat fellow, full of beer,
apon them; who, to the thame of the

. fervice,
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fervice, with the badge of foldierthip
on his back, is a more ftupid and lazy
animal, than what he is mounted upon,
which to its misfortune is rendered fo by
the fluggifhnefs of its rider. But troops,
who are really deftined for fervice, and
to be ufeful, muft be altive: the very
training them to what is abfolutely ne-
ceffary, requires good wind ; more or
lefs, according to the different intents
and purpofgs they. may be defigned for.

Upon fervice, the allowance of all
kinds of forage, whenever there is a
poflibility of fupplying it, -is fufficient ;
but fometimes it cannot be procured
for a long while together : befides which
misfortune, it is very often moft thame-
fully and carelefsly wafted ; not to men-
tion, that commiffaries in general feldom

I furnith
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furnith out the due quantity or quality
of any thing, which they havé agreed.
and engaged for, and are moft axhply
paid fot.

At home, our horfes arée crammed:
and ruined with 6ver-much hay, and the
allowance of corn is feanty. Cut ftraw
and a little hdy too; fometimes,. mixed
with it, is excellent fdod : to a quartern
of corn, put the fame quantity of cut
ftraw, and now and then, if a horfe is
very lean, but not otherwife, about
half an one of hay, and let them all be
well mingled together, and as choped
ftraw is generally exceedingly dry,.
fprinkle a little water upon the feed
in the manger. This propertion of
choped ftraw may feem great, but con-
fidering the lightnefs of it, it is not fuch.

. in
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inreality. The quantity of horfes food
mutt be proportioned to their fize, work,
make, appetite, &c. yet, in regiments
it is neceflary to fix, and follow fome
kind of general rule in refpe&t to it
Four of thefe feeds as above mentioned,
with ten or twelve pounds of hay per
day, will be fufficient for moft horfes
on almott all occafions. The allowance
at home cannot afford fo much, neither
indeed is- fo much neceflary, when
troops are not on fervice. The exercife
horfes take at home, though it fhould
perhaps be greater, and mote conftant,
than it is in fome corps, does not re-
quire it.

All forts of grains are foggy feeding,
and though it plumps up the body, it
does not give a wholefome and found

Ia : fat:

\
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fat: Bran too is not folid food,. and is
only now and then to be allowed, when
horfes are heated,. to refrefh, and open
~ them, if the cafe requires it..

Whenever hay is put and left in the
racks, as for inftance at night, it fhould
be well-cleaned and freed. from duft,
and not given in too large quantities :,
In this refpeé, ’tis,. like water, much
more beneficial, when fupplied often,.
and in fmall quantities at a time. ’Tisa
common, but a great error,. and very,
detrimental. to horfes, to gallop them
immediately. after drinking ; they ought
to be moved only gently. In the
middle of the day, good and clean ftraw
is a very wholefome, and excellent
food, if it is ricked up with the hay,
(half and half in weight) it mixes well.

with
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‘with it, partakes of it’s flavour, and does
-exceedingly well. When it is mixed,
as is commonly the cuftom only juft at
the time of feeding, horfes pick out,
and eat all the hay, without touching
the ftraw. I have long pratifed this
method, and found it anfwer, but re-
-giments cannot have proper con-
veniences to do it. Upon the whole,
a lean horfe, and a fat horfe, are both
difagreable fights; a rough coat is no
good {ymptom; but the means of
making it fine, fhould not be by dint
of heat and covering, but by drefling
2nd due care. ' : :

It is a duty very requifite, and incum-
bent upon officers, to be conftant, exact
and frequent in going up and down the
lines in camp, as through the ftables

I3 in
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in quarters; as it is likewife adwvifable
for every one to vifit often his own
ftables, to infpet and fuperintend the
management of the horfes. No gim-
ming with {ciffars thould be permitted s
but whavever rough hairs appear, fhould
be taken off by drefling. As great
inconwveniences eften happen from horfes
getting loofe, I have affixed a draughe
and defcription of the moft effetual
halter I know of ; and indeed the only
one I have found upon trial, that is
capable of preventing it. '

A common complaint amongft troop~
horfes is broken-wind, which is chiefly
occafioned by ftuffing them with toa
much hay ; and often by hurrying them
too violently after drinking, and after
their coming at firft from grafs. There

13
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as no fovereign remedy, I believe, for
broken-wind ; but the greateft palliative
T know of;, is this followingreceipt: Take
- a crucible, and in it put a bed of rafped
lead and then a bed of fulphur, alter-
nately, ’dll the crucible is full; and
then fetting fire to the whole, let it
.continue burning, till the whole is con-
fumed into a drofs : after wliich, pound
the drofs into powder, fift it fine, and
givé it to the horfe fafting every
mornmg, from two to three ounces, in

.. his corn wetted : or if ‘the horfe has a

hufky*cough, mix it uffwith treacle, &c.
into balls. This medicine caufes no
impediment or inconveniences and may
be given for ever fo long a time to-
gether.  Greafy and fwelled legs being
a very common diftemper in troop-
horfes, I fhall fet down the following

I4 very
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very good receipt for the cure of it,
Take falt petre two ounces, and two
drachms ; the fame quantity of venice
turpentine ; one ounce, and four drachms
of flower of brimftone; diapente, fix
drachms ; mix the whole together with

a fufficient quantity of liquorifh powder,
" make it into balls, and give it to the
horfe fafting in the morning; he muft
not eat for two hours after taking it,
nor drink for five, or fix hours, and
then the water muft be warmith; he
muft be kept warm, and have gentle
walking  exercife the next day; this
dofe. muft be repeated twice, or more,
as required, with an interval of three
days between each- dofe. Rofin drink
is alfo very good for fwelled legs.
Sometimes a clumfy fellow by ne-
gligence and aukwardnefs, which is

' oftener
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oftener the cafe than any other acci-
dent, is the caufe of his horfe’s falling
and breaking his knees.  If any thing
will make the hair come again, and
probably of a right colour, burnt cork
finely fifted, mixed with oil, and made
into an ointment will do it: it muft
be.laid on very often, and the part muft
be kept free from dirt. A blanket for
each man carried under the faddle is of
vaft ufe to the horfe’s back, as well as
to the man on many qccafions. - Every
man fhould have one.
~ Every troop ought to have a cytting-
box belonging to it, and one man con-
ftantly employed all day at it in choping
hay, ftraw, &c. Forage of all kinds
thould be cut and mixed together ; and
always given to the horfes, (when in
‘ ‘ camp,)
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<amp,) in nofe-bags, or in deep canvas
troughs, which are better, by which
means nothing is blown away, or loft.
*Tis not to be imagined, what order
horfes are preferved in by adhering to
this method. The Germans wifely carry,
upon all occafions whatever, every map
a double feed of choped ftraw and corn
mixed together, which is never touched,
but by exprefs order of the commanding
officer, and then too in fuch quantities,
and at what time, he thinks fit to direé&.
It frequently happens upon long march-
es, and even fometimes when the troops
ftand ftill, that forage cannot be pro-
cured for fome days together; then
this German practice, which I have juft
mentioned, in a fhott time gives ftrong
and apparent proofs of its utility, by the
prefervation of thcn' horfes’ good plight.
None

s
* .
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None but thofe, who have been eye-
witnefles to the fad, can tell, what harm
a deficiency of forage, only for two
days, does horfes, efpecially in marches
by night, and in bad weather: fome
are often difabled by it for the whole
campaign, and fome for ever after.
This methed of the Germans, is the
means of faving the lives of many
horfes, and helps in cafes of exigency,
10 keep up vigour in moft of them.
In the beginning of September green
forage is no longer plenty on“the
ground. It would therefore be prudent
fram that time to make every man
carry twenty pounds of fpun hay, and
afterwards later in the year a larger
quantity. From about the twentieth
of September, for example, or there-
abouts, he might carry thirty pounds
- for
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for the reft of the campaign, and befides
this hay, eight pounds of oats mixed
with four pounds of cut ftraw, none of
thefe to be ever touched, but by order
of the comn$inding officer, and then in
fuch quantity as he thinks fit. This
method would often prevent troops from
being in great want, and richly repay
the horfe for carrying the forage. As
hay fpoils by bcing kept twifted up for
a long time together, it fhould be un-
{pun, and given to the horfes at the end
of three days, and a frefh trufs fpun,
and made up. If the campaign fhould
faft through the whole winter, 'this
forage muft be carried, till there is
green forage enough on the ground the
enfuing year, which may not be till late
in poor uncultivated countries, or thofe
worn out by war. Whenever horfes
' come
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come out of quarters, where they have:
met with abundance, corn muft be taken
from them by degrees, if poffible, and
not all at once, be the feafon, and the
country they take the field in ever fo
good. For a confiderable time horfes
will do very well in the field without
corn, if, on coming out of quarters, they
are not weaned from it too fuddenly,
and the weather; and green forage is
tolerably good; but late in the year,
when the weather grows bad, and horfes
are obliged-to go a great way for forage,
fome corn is abfolutely neceffary.

In fetching forage, efpecially from
any diftance, the truffes fhould be very
well fixed and made, and no men
fuffered to ride on them, the weight of
bothis immenfe. I have feen truffes of

_three -
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three hundred weight, which without
a man on'it, is a very heavy load.
Lazinefs and cuftom has made fome
people imagine that a trufs of forage
- cannot .be carried without a man on it,
but it is not fo by any means, if the
truffes are well made, and properly
fixed. Thefe - and many other pre-
cautions and«:afe -in ‘matters, feemingly
perhaps little and trifling, ought to be
deemed, (as they rcally are,) equally
asapeceffary for preferving a regiment in
: "the condition it ought to be for its own
credit, and the_ publick fetvice; as a
juft diftribution. of rewards and punifh-
ments. "~ Thefe.and fuch-like attentions
fhould no mok,_be difpenfed with, than
that an officer of -each tfoop fhould
conftantly vifit every horfe of that troop
daily in their quarters, cantonmients, or
: lines >
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Tines ; and efpecially toe, and without
delay, after fatiguing marches, and foul
weather : but if this care be intrufted to-
a quarter-mafter, who is already over-
loaded, not only with his own, but
often with the whole bufinefs of the
officers, beyond a poffibility of executing,
half of it; and if he likewife, (being
indeed in fome meafure compelled to:
it,) fhuffle off his burden,. all he can,
upon the ferjeants and corporals : - what
elfe can be expetted, but. that <the
fame fpirit of idlenefs and difregard -
will diffufe itfelf throughout the whole
corps ! ? Hence no duty would be com-
pleatly and effentially performed ; none
in the ftable with refpeét to the horfes,.
accoutremepts, &c. no regularity in
cooking, no care to fee .the men well
dried after wet fervice; in fhort, no

| ‘ ferious-
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ferious attention to numberlefs other

neceflary articles; whereby a regiment
would moft infamoufly fall to ruin,
and be very foon rendered unfit for

fervice.

Ay &
*  THE END.
:? :’
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