


























































































































































































































































































































































































































122 ON VENTILATION AND HEAT.

effectual for smoky chimneys, and said that by means of
a gaslight he could create an upward current in the most
obstinate smoky chimney. Mr. Mechi did not explain
what was to be done in the case of chimneys where the
down current was so strong that it would extinguish a
gaslight in a moment. However, the identical system
has probably been very little used, and the author has
not seen a single specimen in London. But instead of
the Country Parson’s Grate we have

Te Slow Combustion or Norwich Stoves.

Some may suppose that the two are identical, but this
is altogether a mistake.

We have seen what the Parson’s Grate is. We
will now see what the Norwich Slow Combustion
Stove is. Instead of eight or ten thin wrought
bars, we have three or four cast bars of suitable
strength. Instead of an extremely shallow fire this is
made much deeper, suitable for different kinds of fuel.
The brick bottom is retained, but an option is given to
the purchaser to have the open metal bottom if he prefers
it. A register is provided in the chimney to check the
escape of air, which you may use if you have no objection
to put your hand up a hot and dirty chimney and handle
an instrument which you cannot perfectly see. A sliding
blower appears to be very often used, as it is shown in
the whole of the sketches of the grates. This is for the
purpose of making the fire burn up rapidly when desired.

The tradesmen who sell this grate claim that it
possesses most extraordinary merits. They claim that it
consumes from forty to fifty per cent. less coal than others
of the ordinary kind, gives “the greatest (sz¢) maximum of
heat,” “will keep in from eight to ten hours without azy
attention,” that “they have been universally praised as the
only stoves capable of curing smoky chimneys,” that they
“will burn every description of coal, as also coke, wood,
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