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THE

Saddle put on the Right Horfe;

OR, AN

ENQUIRY, &-.

N no part of the Britith empire, have Englith- |,
men ferved with more honour to themfelves,
and advantage to their country, than in the Eaft
Indies ; and in no part have their actions been fo
much mifreprefented. Nabob is a,general term of
reproach, indifcriminately applied to every indi-
vidual who has ferved the Eaft India Company
in Afia; and every body underftands it as imply-
ing, that the perfons to whom it is applied, have
obtained their fortunes by grievoufly opprefling
the natives of India. This, I believe, is the idea
which arifes in the mind of almoft every man and
woman in the kingdom, on their hearing any per-
foncalled 2 Nabob.

A Perhaps
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PEruaps there is no man in England, who has:
had greater opportunitics of obferving the generat
condué’of our countrymen in Afia, than the writer
of this pamphlet, both before the Eaft India Com-
pany pofleffed lands and revenues in India,and fince.
If thirty years refidence in various parts of Afia,
and having connettion, by fome means or other,
with the principal chara&ers who have figured on
that famous. ftage during the above mentioned pe-
riod, thatis, from the year 1750-to the year 1780,
can intitle me to a right tg intrude myfelf on the
publiceas a.narrator of facts; Iam fointitled. Fam:
&ot influenced by any man, or body of men, to this
undertaking. 1 conceive myfelf to be a difintereft-
ed perfon, who, having the means, have alfo the
inclination, to.remove prepudices from the public
mind, Wthh haye, becn, and continue to be, very
prejudicial, not anly to- individuals, but to the
nation in general.

But too well have we been cghvinced, that eye-
ry branch of the legiflative power of this country,

. were moft grofsly impofed on, with refpect to the

temper, difpofition, refolution, and refources, of
the people of America, prior to the late war in that .
country : Nor could the hearty union of the Thir=
teen States, to repel the wilful meafures of the
mother country, open the eyes of government, to-
the dreadful confequences of their infatuation.. Sa=
ratoga bardened our hearts, and French perfidy
but
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but made us more obftinate. The publication of
Lord Cornwallis’s Vindication, convinces us, that’
our managers muft have long known, that the
hopes of conqueft was as defperate, as the idea of
pumping the ocean dry, through the rotten fides
of aleaky fhip. Every vicory brought proof that
our ruin approached ; for more men were loft in
the hafty retreats from our own fuccefs,. to a place

, of fafety, than there fell in battle. York Town
capture, no more than thegSaratoga furrender,
would have brought home convition ofour errors,
had more men been to be had. The famelying -
® fpirit which involved us at firft, continued the in-o
fatuation to the laft : and Lord George Germaine
Ieft the Miniftry as much convinced, that another
campaign, after the defeat of De Graffe, would
have produced the fubjection of America, as Lord
George Gordon is now convinced, that to perfe-
cute our loyal and faithful fellow fubjets, the Ro-
man Catholics, with fire and fword, would be do-
ing the work of heaven. ~

In tranfalions fo' various, fo extenfive, and fo
complicated, as the Britith affairs have been in the
weftern and in the eaftern world, fince the year
1750, it is impoffible that much truth, and much
talthood, fhould not have been mixed up together,
and obtruded on the public, America complained,
and fhe has convinced us that the complained juft-
Jy, of the officers of government mifreprefenting

A2 them
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them in Europe. T he Eaft Indies have fuffered 2
good deal from the fame caufes. I have taken up
the pen in the caufe of truth, and will handle it
with the free fpirit of an Englithman. I write to
the whole peeple, and fhall therefore write plainly.
The nation has been abufed, millions of faéts have
been mifreprefented, and the delufion caufed there-
by, has been productive of much evil. I muft go
decp into detail, in order to come at the root
of the national prejudices, with refpeét to the gen-
tlemen who have ferved in Afia, by thewing how
and when, thefe prejudices firft took their rife, how
they have fince been propagated and fupported, and
how neceffary itis for all perfons, who mean to
form their opinions on juft grounds, to examine
very clofely into the foundation of every report,
which though at firft propagated only with a view
‘to injure an individual, or to ferve a party, comes
at laft to fpread fo wide, as to prejudice the public
at homc, and ftain the honour of the nation abroad..
For who is he that does not give credit to fome one
or more of the current reports, relative to the de-
folation and total ruin, of many provinces in the
Eal’c Inchcs, more particularly in Bengal? Falfe-
boods often repeatcd and never contradited, in
time come to be conﬁdcrcd as real facts, and at laft
are adoptcd by creditable hiftorians, and go down
to pofterity as parts of true hiftory. I fhall take
occafion, in the courfe of this work, to mention fe-
veral circumftances that .are now confidently be-

lieved,
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Yieved, which have no kind of foundation in truth.
‘Whether the univerfally received doétrine of poli-
tical neceffity, in num‘bqrfcﬁ fituations of national
concerns, will be admitted or not, I neither know
nor care. Wars, I believe, are fometimes una-
voidable, but they are feldom juft, if they are
weighed in that excellent Chriftan fcale, of doing
"to others as we would they fhould do unto us.

Since the difcovery of the paffage by the Cape
of Good Hope to the Eaft Indies, the Portugueze,
the Dutch, the French, and the Englifh, have, at
various periods, held very valuable and extenfive
‘pofieflions on the continent of India Proper, or, as
1t has by fome been called, the Peninfula of India.
The Portogueze were the firft, and the Englith
the laft, of the European powers, who have ac-
quired dominions in that part of the world, It is
o part of my plan, to enter deeply into the caufes
which gave rife to the wars, by the fortune of
which we acquired dominions fo extenfiveand valu-
able as thofe we now poffefs in Bengal, and other
parts of Afia; it is a fubject which has employed
much abler pens. To thofe who wifh to read for
real information, and a love to truth, Mr. Orme is
a moft excellent guide: but to others who read
for amufement, and admire more the beautiful
flights of fancy in an author, than folid and genuine
information, the Abbé Reynal has produced the

moft beautiful hiftorical novel that ever was writ-
: ten.
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ten. That amazing author wrote to the paffions of
all mankind, and has fucceeded wondcrfully. With
the invention of Homer, the beauties of Virgil, the
genius of Shakefpeare, the induftry of Boyle, and
the philanthropy of a Chriftian Citizen of the World,
he has produced an entertaining romance, rather
than a faithful hiftory. He will for ever amufe,
but never convince ; for on a fmall foundation of
truth, he piles a heap of moft beautiful fiction as
 high as the clouds, to which he in every page lifts,
and there for ever leaves his readers ; tooeccentric
to be tied to hiftorical truth, and too much the
child of fancy, not to be carried, at every turn, in-
to the regions of fittion. Every page of his Afiatic
Hiftory, that relates to fats which fell out after the
poace of Aix-la-Chapelle, in 1748, is fo chequered
with truthand falfchood, that no dependance ought
- to be placed in him by an impartial ‘hiftorian, who
means to inftrué, and not' merely to amufe the
world. Mr, Paine, the Secretary to the American
Congrefs, hath made the fame obfervation with
refpect to his pieces of hiftory, relative to the late
troubles in that quarter of the globe; and fo will
every other writer, who fhall examine his fads,
and compare them with his own experience and
knowledge, in any part of the world. But the bril-
liancy of his extraordinary genius, has regiftered
his labours in the temple of fame, and the Abb¢’s
novel will be read, when Qrme’s faithful hiftory
fhall be forgotten. What inducement then can [

have
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bave for writing? Pofterity will certainly hear no-
thing of me nor my pamphlet.—Granted :—Byt
{ome of my contemporaries will; and if I can but
fnatch one fingle lie from the hiftorian’s page, or
from the lips of tradition, it will be worth my la.
bour.

Trovon the appellation of Nabob is certainly

an Afiatic title, it wasas certainly fir given to Co- £

donel Clive abroad, on account of his mederatiop,
sather than his rapacity, or greedinefs of plunder.
At home indeed, it was firft applied to men, who
<contradted their habits of accumulation after their
return to this country, and-pot to thofe who never
had been but ene voyage ¢o India. Thefe may ap-
pear to be very extraordinary afferciops ; but I feel
that 1 fhall be able to prove them beyond a doubx,
My greateft difficulty will lie in confining myfelf
20 a few inftances, and thofe fuch as will come
home to every man’s bofom, and not running this

pamphlet into length, by producing toe many, and
proving too much,

Tae firfk tafte of fame and conqueft, which the
Englifh officers enjoyed in India, happened on the
coaft of Coromandecl, where the. great Clive, and
his able mafter in the art of war, Major-General
Lawrence, made the Eoglith name tesrible. ‘This
was foon after followed by the copquett of all the
forts and harbours of the piratc Aogria, on the

Malztng
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Malabar coaft. Yet we made conquefts rather as
auxiliaries, than as principalsin the wars: for the
Nabob of Arcot enjoyed the advantages of the firft,
and the Poonah Mahrattas of the lat. Some prize
money was made, but noterritory held, which produ-
cedany thing further than fome advantages in trade;
and a few diftrits pawned or pledged to us for cer-
tain fums advanced, the revenue of which was to
reimburfe the Company for the expences of the
war. Perhaps it would have been as well, if we
could have tied ourfelves down always to have ac-
‘ted in the fame manner, and never loft fight of our
firft profeflion of merchants. But armies once
raifed, muft be paid ; and the fword once drawn,
noman hath hitherto been able to foretel, when,
or how, it fhould again become (heathed, in any
period of time, or in any part of the world. We
won a rich and extenfive continent in the caft, as it
were by furprife, between the years 1756 and
‘2963 ; and we loft another in the weft, by means
a3 fudden and unexpected, between the years 1776
and 1783. Such fudden ftarts into power, gran-
deur, wealth, and dominion, and as fudden returns
into poverty and humiliation, ought to humble our
pride, and deftroy our arrogance. They certainly
are prodigies permitted by heaven, to convince
mankind, that their bufinefs on carth, ispeace, love,
and good will, towards each other, and not war
and defolation. We are but monkeys without tails,
‘and take a deal of fcourging before we learn our

duty 4
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duty; and even then, alittle Flow of what we call
good fortune, turns our heads as much as an apple
does that of ‘our grinning prototype, and we forget
all again. '

TraT we were not the aggreffors in the difpute
at Bengal with Surajah ul Dowlah, is generally
allowed. A few indifcreet aéts in the Englith Go-.
vernor, could not juftify the extirpation of every
* Englithman in the kingdom. The Company held
fattories in Bengal, by permiffion of the Emperor
of Hindooftan ; and under the proteion of the
Company, the inhabitants of Calcutta fuppofed
themfelves in fafety, in every part of the provinces
belonging to the Subah, or Nabob, of Bengal.
But he was a rafh, ill advifed, headftrong, and
rapacious young man, deaf to the voice of reafon
and of juftice; and only did not deftroy every Eng-
{ithman in Bengal, becaufe fome efcaped his ven-
geance, and got down the river in fhips and boats,
(where many of them died, and the others fuffered

much in body and mind, for the fpace of five -

months,) until relief was fent them.from Madrafs.
Colonel Clive commanded the land forces, and
Admiral Watfon, and the prefent Sir George Po»
cock, the fquadron of King’s thips then in India,
which accompanied the Madrafs troops ta the re-
bief of their diftrefled and much wronged friends
at Bengal.

It
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It is the province of the hiftorian to enter into
adetail of all circumftancesrelativeto the war which
enfued ; and many very good accounts there are
in print, of our fuccefles in Bengal, and other
paris of India. My bulfinefs is to fhew, that the
appellation ‘of Nabob, fo indifcriminately beftowed
on all the gentlemen who have ferved in India,
properly belongs but to onc. ‘

Ir ever there was a truly juft war of offence,
that waged under the command of Colonel Clive,
* againft the Subah of Bengal, was fuch. There was

no alternative. He would have deftroyed us, if we
had not dethroned him. Our right of continuance,
as merchants,. in the country, was in every legal
poiat of view, fuperior to his right to govern it
Ourswasderived from a grant oftenrenewed by Em- ~
perors, long acknowledged as the undifputed Soves
* reigns of all Hindooftan ; his was from a very re-
cent ufurpation. He was as improper a fucceffor to
Allaverdy Cawn, as Richard Cromwell was to
Oliver. We could not continue under his governs
ment in fafety, as merchants; and neceffity, that
political falve for all felf-interefted fores, made it
neceflary that we thould remove him from the
throne, or he would have removed us from the
country, The bloody, felf-willed tyrant, plun-
dered the unarmed merchants; but the armed
merchants, in their turn, defeated the worthlefs
defpot. Had the Nabob conquered Col. Clive and
his army on the plains of Plaffey, notan Englifh-
man
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man would have beea left in Bengal, But Clive
defeated the Nabob, and might, if he had thought
proper, by the right of arms, and law of natiens,
have entered bis capital city fword ia hand, and
have plundered and laid all wafte, as the Nabab
had done at Calcutta the preceding year. Revenqé
for paft injuries, defire of plunder, the law of re-
taliation, and fifty other fcurvy paffipns, offered
themfelves on the inftant of viftory, whilft the
blood of the conquerors ran warm in theirveins tg
impel them on; but that great Chriltan virtue,
moderation, interpofed, and all was faved. There
was in the cities of Moorfhadabad andCoffambuzar,
at that mowent, more wealth than was fufficient to
have made every gcntlcman in Bcngal, richer thap
moft of the Nabobs that I know now in England.
There was nota Moor or Hindoo family in. the -
city, but trembled for the confequences. Rapes,

- maffacres, fire, plunder, and defolation, was what

they expected.  War with Europeans and Chrif:
tians, they had never before experienced. Their
Prioce had been totally routed, nor had they an idea,
but that the ruin of all his fubjeéts muftbe the ine-
yitable confequence. What then muft have been
their furprife,when they were affured that the Eng-
lifh were their friends, and when they faw that not
3 houfe was plundered or burned, that oot 2 woman
was ravithed, nor man,woman, or child, murdered,
or fuffered any kind of injury from Europeans, at fa
great and extraordinary arevolutian! In a very
few
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few days the tumult fubfided, the fhops were
. opened, confidence was reftored, and bufinefs of
all kinds went on as quietly, asif no revolutionhad
happened. This to the Afiatics, appeared aftonifh-
ing; and thofe of them who furvive, mention fuch
moderation and forbearance in the conquerors,
with wonder to this day. I have heard it afferted by
many of the natives, who had good opportunities
of knowing the fat, that there was at the time
Colonel Clive and his party entered the city, from
ten to fifteen millions fterling, in current gold, fil-
ver, and jewels, in the public treafury, the bank-
ers thops, the houfes of the officers of ftate, and
of private merchants; and I believe it as firmly,
as I do that an equal, or much greater, fum in value,
now fubfifts in the fame kind of depofitories, in the
cities of London, Weftminfter, and Southwark. =~

WiTHOUT entering into an inveftigation, whe-
ther, by the law of arms, the Englith army had a
right to all this wealth, as the army of the Nabob
thought they had the preceding year, to every thing
which could be found in Calcutta, I fhall only ob-
ferve, that peace was reftored, and private property
of every kind, left untouched by the captors, on
condition that a fum, equal to about four millions
fterling, was paid to the Company, including what
was given as a compenfation to the fuffering merch-
anus in Calcutta, and as prize money, or donation,
to the fleet, the army, and to individuals in high

ftation :
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ftation: And I further affirm, that a fum equal
thereto, was found in the different treafuries of the
dethroned Prince, and quietly taken poffeffion of
by his fucceflfor. The Englifh had been infulted by
2 tyrant, whofe predeceffor had ufurped the govern-
ment of the Bengal provinces, and refufed to ren-
der account, or pay obedience, to his liege lord,
the Great Mogul, or Emperor of all Hindooftan,
a dependant part of whofe empire, the provinces
of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffla, had, for ages be-
fore the ufurpation of Allaverdy Cawn, been con-
fidered, and held by commifliom from the Empe-
ror. The reigning ufurper paid no regard to the
orders or mandates of the Emperor, and having
conceived a diflike to the Englifh, ufed the power
in his hands to diflodge them, by force of arms,
from their factory, or fettlement, which he plun-
dered, and inhumanly deftroyed many hundreds
of the innocent inhabitants. The following year
(as noted aboye) the Englith were reinforced, at-
tacked the ufurper in their turn, and having de-
feated him more than once, drove him from the
mufnud, or throne, and cftablithed one of the
great feudal lords, or Baroms of Bengal, in his
ftead.

Now comes the great political queftion, in the
difquifition of which, a genius fuch as that of the
Abbé Reynal, mightdifplay his whole powers of
philofophic refleCtion, and benevolent conclufion.

The ‘
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The field isboundiefs; and the matter it would
fumith to fo elegant 3and creative an imagination,
extremely fertile; yet the queftion itfelf is fimple
and plain, and contained in one fingle—Query—
Would it have been more to the intereft of the
Englith nation, when they had eftablithed Meer
Jaffier Ally Cawn'in theSubahthipof the provinces
of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, and received from
him full refticution for their loffes, and handfome
gratuities to their fleet and army, for the trouble
they had in revenging their own» quarrel, to have
re-eftablithed their fattories precifely in the fame
firuation in which they had ftood before the war,
Jeaving the fame number of troops (for fhew) and
civil fervants, to conduét the Company’s mercan-
tile affairs, and retired with their fleet and army
to the coaft of Coromandel, to meet their natural
and national enemy, the French, without dipping
further into the political affairs of Bengal ? or pro-
ceeded on as they have fince done, to fubdue the
whole country ?

An examiration into plain matters of fact, will
find fufficient employment for fuch dull, inanimate
fouls as mine; mere pamphleteer hiftorians dare
not to meddle with fuch abftrufe political Gordian
knots, when they come in their way. I fhall, there-
fore, leave it as I found it, for fear of going out of
my depth: though the probable confequences of
the other fide of the queftion, are tumbling about
ia my head, from having viewed the fcene, and

taken
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taken an a&ive part on the ftage myfelf. But as
what might have happened from our holding a dif-
ferent condué to that which we really did hold,
muft for ever remain mere matter of conjeétural
opinion, I fhall confign it untouched to the Abbé,
and other metaphyfical geniufes of that powerful
tribe, who raife themfelves'into fame, by forming
theoretical fyftems to govern mankind, in which
practical experience has little to do, and go on in
my own way, to account for what has happened,
in confequence of our having held the Bengal Na-
bob in leading-ftrings, and undertaken to dry nurfe
Chet Sing, Rajah of Benares, Afoph ul Dowlah,
Nabob of Oude, Viziar of the Empire, &c. &c.

1 musr, for a moment, revert to firft principles;
Do not be alarmed, gentle reader, for I hate as
much as you can, tedious, dull, conjetural nar-
ration, Truth lies in a fmall compafs, and may be
cafily explained. Itis fition which bewilders and
tires, when any where met with out of its own pro-
vince, poetry. In biography it is intolerable, but
in hiftory it is infamous, Why does the Abbé
Reynal ruth into my mind, when I make fucha
refleCtion 2 The reafon is, that] have been difguft-
ed by his erroneous account of Afia : For with all
his beguties of genius and of ftile, and with all his
boafled philanthropy, he is not an hiftorian, as he
calls himfelf, and has been called by others, but a
fabulift, One fingle page in the writings of his
countryman, Bernier, relative to India affairs, is

worth
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worth his whole work : fo much does plain truth,
and common fenfe, exceed the moft beautiful and
Juxuriant creations of fancy.

It has always been the cuftom of the Eaft India_
Company, and it is their cuftom fill, to fend theie
fervants out young, in quality of writers, to their
fettlements in the Ealt Indies, where they ferve an
apprenticethip of five years in that ftation, and af-
rerwards rife by degrees, and at the end of certain
periods, to fuperior rank. The gradations are thofe
of writer, fator, junior merchant, and fenior
merchant. The fenior of which laft order, fucceeds.
to the vacancies at the council board, as they hap-
pen, and {o up to the government. At Bengal, this
order of fucceffion has been broken in upon, the
ftate having taken the nomination of the Gover-
nor General and his Council. But the Board of
Trade, as it is now called, have the direCtion in
mercantile affairs, and may be faid to be fimilar
to the old Prefident and Council, as to what relates
to commercial tranfaltions. All the other Prefi-
dencies, the fucceffion to the high offices of go-
vernment, are ftill open to the younger fervants,
fubje& only to the controul of the Company at
bome, ‘

THe young men chofen for writers, were for-
merly felected from the middle orders of the people,
fuch as the fons of Dire&ors of the Company,

their
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their military and marine officers, their old fer-
vants abroad, and of merchants and capital tradef-
men conneced with the Company at home ; latter-
ly, numbers of writers have been taken from the
higher orders of fociety, and fome of them the fons
of the nobility. All I wifh, or mean, toinfer, by
this account of writers, is, that if there is any mo-
rality or virtue, left in che people of this diffipated
nation, it is as likely to be found in fuch families
as arc above mentioned, as in any other. It will ac
leaft be allowed me, that however depraved and
difipated the parents may be, hitherto they have
taken care to inftil, by a virtuous and liberal edu-
cation, the principles of moral and religious duties,
into the minds of their children: And as the
young men in general, go abroad when they attain
to their fixteenth year, their manners and morals
are as uncorrupt as can be well expe@ted, when they
take (as happens but too often) their eternal leave’
of their fond parents, to feek their fortunes in the
Eaft India Company’s fervice.

To fuppofe that, on their arrival at the feveral
places of deftination in India, whether Bombay,
Madrafs, Bengal, or Bencooleh, they are given up
to their own dire&tion entirely, is a miftake. Gene-
rally fpeaking, if they have no relations of their
own on the fpot, they are very particularly recom-
mended to the notice of other families in the fet-
tlcmcnt, who receive them on their arrival, under

B their
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their prote®ion : And as for a decent provifion,
no fervice in the world, provides fo handfomely for
their dépendents. What the Company allows, is
fufficient, with rigid frugal economy, for the mere
neceflaries of life ; but thofe whofe friends can al-
Jow them fomething more during their writerfhip,
thay fpend it, without incurring the charge of ex-
travagance, as it is generally laid out in good ap-
parel ; and if in any thing a young man can be
jutftified in going to the utmoft bounds of his in-
come, I fhould excufe him more readily in the ar-
ticle of drefs, than any other. Youth is the bloffom
of life; the ufe of gay apparel at that period, is
but copying nature, and fbe feldom errs.

.
!

THERE dre, no doubt, vices in fome conftitu<
tions, ‘which no climate can controul, and a warm
one the leaft of any. On this I fhall fay nothing
more, than that in all ﬁ)uctlcs, fome few indivi-
duals will run riot. Time, and time only, is able
to rein in fome of our natural paffions. But as for
the accidental ones of wine and gaming, if they
are enjoyed any where in moderation, and without
grofs abufe, it is in the Eaft Indies ; for I never
knew a young mian guilty of either, who did well
in the Company’s fervice, for they are by no means
countenanced in fuch éxcefles by men in power.

Tue ftudy of the country languages, and the

4 daxly duties of the office to which they are, from
' their
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their firft arrival, allotted, find employment
enough for the moft active mind ; and in Afia, as
in all other parts of the world, the man who beft
attends to the duties of his ftation and fituation,
fucceeds beft in life. But as to diffipation, and
corruption of manners and morals, a merchant’s
or banker’s clerk, of twenty years old, in London,
is further gone than the Company’s fervants in
Afia during their whole life.

It has been obferved, that the Eaft India gen-
tlemen write and fpeak more correitly, than any
other body of mercantile people in the world : (for
merchants they are, and only deferve the denomi-
nation of Nabobs, when they affe& to forget that
-circumftance, as I fhall go near to prove.) The
reafon is this; that partly from their inability of
exprefling themfelves correttly to their Indian fer-
vants, and partly from the want of comprehenfion
in thofe fervants, they are not able to fend a fimple
meffage without writing a note, or, as it is called
in India, acbiz. This of courfe obliges them to
write very frequently, and unlefs they do it cor-
rectly, they become fubje& to the ridicule of their
companions. When they go into the provinces,
this correfpondence is extended to the writing of
letters on all fubje@®s whatever; which, together
with the corre® and matterly flile of correfpon-
dence, in which the Company’s affairs are car-
ried on by their fuperiors in rank, whofe wri-

B2 tings
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sings they ace frequently employed to copy, in the
end, gives them the habit of writing corre@ly.
And it may with equal juftice be obferved, that
the application which the young men in general,
give to the ftudy of the country languages, pre-
ferves to them, and improves the knowledge of,
* the grammar which they acquired at fchool.

Tue manners of the Hindoos are, perhaps, the
moft inoffenfively mild and engaging, of any peo-
ple on earth. They never fpill the blood of the
moft offenfive and noxious infect defignedly; nor
ever punith their children, or dependents, with
ftripes. A young man, in a continual habit of
intergourfe with fuch a people, muft imbibe fome
-of their patient and placid ideas. Univerfal charity,
and general hofpitality, are natives .of Afia, and
are praQifed by the Hindoes towards all ftrangers,
as far as their cuftoms and religious prejudices will
admit. Young minds are attratted by example ;
and it is the general opinion, that if in any part of
the world, Englithmen are pre-eminently famous
for the focial and domeftic virtues, the Company’s
fervants in the Eaft Indies are they. I was acquaint-
ed.with the inhabitants of every onc of the Prefi-
«dencies, for feveral years before the capture of Cal-
cutta by the Moors; and I affirm, with truth and
.certainty, that fuch were the cuftoms, manners,
and habits, of the Englifh inhabitants of Bombay,
Madrafs, and Calcutta in Bengal, when the trou-
- bles
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bles with the Moors commenced, and in their cons

fequences, broughtabout the revolution above
mentioned, in 1757, at Bengal.

Tue great Lord Clive himfelf, (and furely, i€
ever a private fubjeét deferved the name of great, %
he was the man,) went out a writer in the Com-
pany’s fervice, -and indeed, fo did a great number
of the Company’s officers originally. Some of them
returned again to the civil fervice, many fell in the
field, and fome: furvived to return to Europes
but of thofe laft there were but few indeed. I have
fhewn that it was in their power to have become,
every man of them, as rich as their . countrymen
have conftantly fuppofed all the Indians to be, and
that the law of retaliation, a juftifiable fpirit of
revenge, felf intereft, and great opportunity, were
all on their fide to help them on; but the generofi-
ty, hofpitality, humanity, and moderation, for
which they were in thofe days fo famous, opera-
ted fo ftrongly, that fo far were they from exer-
cifing acts of cruelty and barbarity on individuals,
to accumulate wealth, that they neglected to take
what, by the law of arms, and the conftant and
univerfal cuftom of that couatry, had become their

right.

Berore I proceed further, it may be neceflary
to {ay fomething on the different claffes of Nabobs.
L.ord Clive will be found to be the only res/ and

. genuine



( 22 )
genuine Englifp Nabob, amongft the whole num-
ber.

Tre fecond fort, or thofe whom I fhall call
Jpurious Nabobs, are fuch perfons, wha having
ferved the Company many years abroad, and re-
turning to Europe with a moderate fortune, cither
from a negligence arifing from that generous con-
fidence which they had imbibed in India, took too
little care of their money, or perhaps fharing it
with their friends too generoully, or, as it fome-
times happened, from an impatient, ambitious
fpirit to raife themfelves into public notice, ob-.
tained their former rank, and returned again to
India. It is principally to this fecond order of
Nabobs, that the Eaft Indians owe that part of the
odium, which may be faid to have been juftly laid
to their account ! But as to the greater part of the
ungenerous ftories, which have induftrioufly been
propagated againft them, I pledge myfelf to con-
vince the impartial, unprejudiced, amd capdid
reader, that they never had exiftence.

Tz third order is compofed principally of fuch
gentlemen, who have ferved in different parts of
Afia, from twenty to thirty years, and being can-
tent with a moderate, honeftly acquired fortune,
have returned to their native country, and gene-
rally to their native place, whether England, Scot-
jand, Wales, or Ireland, to fpend amongft their
friends
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friends the remainder of their days, This order I
thall denominate rbe reputed Nabobs.

It is a remark, and a very melancholy one it is,
becaufe it is true, that not ten in the hundred of
the Company’s fervants, who go out writers, ma-
rine and military officers, furgeons, cadets, tradef-
men, &c, ever return to their native country with
+ a handfome independency ; and not twenty in the
hundred of the whole, who go abroad to fettle in
India, under every denomination, of free merch-
ant, free mariner, &c. &c. included, ever re-
eurn at all. Amongft thele fcanty returns, we muft
look ot only for our real, fpurious, and reputed
Nabobs, but alfo for another race, which I fhall
call mere adventurers, ot mufbroom Nabobs—A fet
of men, who have caufed almoft as much fcandal,
by their indifcreet conduct after their return, as the
. fpurious Nabobs themfelves, |

ForMerLy, when a man in this country was
called a Jacobite, it raifed in the mind of the
hearer, the idea that he was a friend to the interefts
of the Stuart family. At prefent, when 3 gentle-
man is faid to be a Nabob, the hcarcr'conccive:
that he has ferved the Eaft India Compapy at Ben-
gal. But this is by no means a juftidea: there are
Nabobs of the three laft {orts, who have ferved at
Madrafs and Bombay; though the term was origi-
anally given to gentlemen who had ferved in Bengal.

) Se
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So much it was neceffary to premife, to prevent
mifconceptions. When I fpeak in general of India
gentlemen, the term implies indifcriminately, all
perfons who have ferved in Afia. But if the Pre-
fidency is neceflfary to be known, a Nabob of
Bombay, Madrafs, or Bengal, will be particularly
mentioned ; and to diftinguith the clafs, real, fpu-
rious, reputed, or mufhroom, will be added. With
the help of this clue, I hope to make myfelf
clearly underftood.

Habp the King’s Admirals, and Colonel Clive,

* after they had eftablithed Meer Faffier Ally Cawn,

in the Nabobthip of Bengal, and re-eftablithed the
Company’s affairs in that kingdom, been content
with fo doing, and withdrawn the fleet and army
from thence, and trufted in future to the gratitude
of the Subah,” for our Company’s mercantile in-
terefts, in all human probability, the appellation
of Nabob, as it is now applied, would never have
been known in England. But Colonel Clive, who
Jooked through a Muflulman, or an Hindoo
Grandee, as clearly as through a glafs, confidered

. them as a race of beings who never could be truft-

ed, fo prudéntly made a good bargam for the Com.
pany, in obtaining the ceffion of certain diftri&ts
for them in perpetuity, and a life-right for himfelf,
in a grant of a jaghire, or penfion, of about thirty
thoufand pounds a year. That this laft was a vo-

.luntary offer to him from the Nabob, I moft fe-

rioufly
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rioufly believe ; and the Nabob had as good a right
togive it, as we had to give him the country.
When the great Duke of Marlborough beat the
French, and relieved the Houfe of Auftria from
their apprehenfions of total ruin, he was, by the
Emperor, made a Prince of the Holy Roman
Empire, and had a jaghire fettled on him, to fup-
port his dignity. In fhort, he was made a Nabob
of Germany, as’Colonel Clive was of the Empire
of Hindooftan. Now if faving an empire, deferves
fuch a reward as Lord Marlborough rectived, I fee
no reafon why rccciving the fame reward, and the
title in confequence, fhould be confidered as cri-
minal in Colonel Clive;  but fo it has turned out ;
for from the time that Mr. Clive accepted of the
title of an Omrah, the appellation of Nabob has
been added to his name as a term of reproach in
England. ‘

Tuz conclufion which I conceive to follow, is
this ; that had the Colonel, when he entered Cof-
fambuzar, feized to his own ufe, inthe treafury of
the late Nabob, jewels and money, to the value
of a million and a half fterling, permitted his offi-
cers to have fhared the remainder, and his foldiers
to have ranfacked the town, as the Nabob’s troops
had ranfacked Calcutta the year before, the people
of this country would have thought he had done
right: But as he atted juftly and openly in the
granfattion, gave the whole to the new Nabob, and

confented
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confented to receive a part back, for the Company,
himfelf, and his fea and land brethren, in fo jufta
war, his envious countrymen have endcavoured to
load his name with infamy and reproach, which
he never deferved.

CoronEeL Clive’s title of Omrah, and the hand-
fome penfion annexed, in order to fupport it, I
neither can, or will conflider, as unmerited, from
Meer Faffier Ally Cawn. But the Colonel’s private
reafons for accepting of them, arofe from a very
different caufe, than the people in general are ac-
quainted with, When Mr. or Capt, Clive, return-
ed to England firft, his views were turnsd to the
raifing himfelf in the Company’s fervice, both as
a civilian and military man. It was impofiible that
he could forefee, what a full meafure of fame and
honour, lay hid for him in the womb of time. The
peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, had but juft reftored the
nation at home to a ftate of tranquillity, and the
Compariy to their town, or fattory, of Madrafs,
on the coaft of Coromandel. The Captain had
been married, and had an increafing family. The
rank of Lieutenant Colonel in the King’s fervice,
and appointment to the Deputy Governorthip,
~ with the profpe& of one day becoming Governor
of Madrafs, bounded the limits of his utmoft am-
bition, when he left England in 1754. I am not
writing his life, not being equal to the tafk of do-
ing juftice to fo great 2 man; but I could with

fome
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fome Gibbon would undertake it. After having
arrived at Bombay, and jointly, with Admirals
Watfon and Pocqck, with the King’s fquadron,
(attended by the Company’s marine force, com-
manded by the prefent Sir William James,) fub-
- dued the pirates on the coaft of Malabar, he was
fixed on by the Prefidency of Madrafs, to attend
the fame great and valuable fea officers, and carry
relief to their diftrefled countrymen at Bengal, who.
. had beea unjuitly deftroyed, or driven from their
habitations, naked, and almoft helplefs, down the
river of Bengal, by a cowardly, remorfelefs ty-
rant. Clive, like Czfar, came, faw, and over-
came, in the manner [ have rather hinted, than
selated. Having fucceeded to the government of
Bengal, in reward for his invaluable fervices, he
was at the ne plus ultra of the Eaft India Company’s
fervice. But it was impoflible for a mind aétive
and ambitious, as that of Colonel Clive, to reft
there. He was confcious of the great fervices
which he had already rendered his country, and
*looked forward to national reward. Sorry I am to
-obferve, that in my opinion, the firt mark of the
breaking up of the powers of his capacious and
«comprehenfive mind, was his ftooping to accept of
an Irith peerage. Immortal Clive! was there no
aiche could be found for thee in the Brinfh Houfe
of Lords ? Is every ftall in that honourable retreac
for laurelled heroes, made over in fee fimple, to
wrangling lawyers and mouthing patriots, who

- mean
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mean nothing but a provifion for themfelves and
families ? Colonel Clive had very recently vifited
England, and well knew that a man, who would
have, in future, to move in fo exhalted a fphere,
required a handfome independent fortune, in order
to fupport the character, which he had acquired
in many a well fought field. Many times had his
friend the Nabob, urged him to accept fome pri-
vate prefents, which would effeCtually have an-
fwered the purpofe. This mode Clive declined, as
unworthy of him. But as he was confcious of hav-
ing deferved every thing that the Nabob could do
for him, public honour, and public fupport, was
what he preferred; and thus openly, fairly, and
juftly, accepted of his title and jaghire, and there-
by gave occafion to envy, toturn into ridicule the
appellation of Nabob; never legally poffefled,
cither before or fince, by any Englithman, and
which refleéts as much honour on his country, asa
fimilar title, acquired in the fame honourable way,
by the famous Duke of Marlborough.*

' Tue

*The writer of the Life of the Earl of Chatham, in the fecond
paragraph of his work, fays, ¢¢ It is agreed on all hands, that Mr.
¢¢ Pitt’s patrimony was narrow ; and Lord Chefterfield has fixed
¢ it at an annuity of one huadred pounds a year. As his grand-
¢ father was an Eaf India Nabob, and, as it fhould feem, remark-
¢ ably fuccefsful, his father the eldeft fon, and himfelf the
¢ younger of only two, the fcantinefs of this pittance is not eafily
¢¢ to be accounted for.”’—What is not eafily to be accounted for ?
that a rich man’s youngeft grandfon fhould have but a fmnall pit-
tance to live on ? Ridiculous! What is more common ? But eve-

ry
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Tae fecond order of Nabobs, whom I call fpu-*,
rious, and whofe ridiculous'and oftentatious dif-
play of wealth, firlt difgufted the nation, are thofe
who, by their extravagance of behaviour, have -
turned the appellation of Nabob, fo honourable in
Lord Clive, into a term of reproach, and even
contempt. ‘There are (thank God) not many of
- this tribe; but if the proverb of one fcabby fheep
fpoiling a whole flock,_is true, three or four will
do it effeCtually. There are men in all civilized

ry witling muft have a flap at the Nabods; and this fervile flat-
terer of the adventurer, Mr. Edmund Burke, fhews his ignorance,
in an attempt at being witty, to gratify his patron’s fple¢n.

When the grandfather to the Earl of Chatham was Governor
of Madrafs, the appellation of Nabob, as applied to Englifhman,
was not known ; nor did the occafion fo te apply it, exift, until
many years afterwards. The Eat India Company never have
themfelves dealt in diamonds, but always allowed their Governors
todofo. Mr. Pitt was a great and fair merchant, and by his fpi-
tit, drew moff of the Golconda merchants, with their diamonds,
to the Englith mart of Madrafs ; and depending on his own judge-
mentin the value of diamonds, ventured the greateft part of his
fortune, in the purchafe of the famous one afterwards known by
his name.” The pitiful fneer of this time-férving writer, is, there-
fore, ill placed, and recoils on himfelf. Even thisman’s mafter,
the great Orator himfelf, often ufes Afiatic terms, which he does
not underftand the meaning of, but depends on the ignorancc of
his hearers or readers, as this biographer has done. If this catch-
penny produ&ion fhould pafs to a fecond edition, I hope he will
have the grace to drop the above paragraph; his hiftory will do
full as well without it; as I fuppofe it matters very little, whe-
ther the great ftatefman fet out in life with a fortune, or as this
writer’s patron, the Irith adventurer, did, without a fingle fix~

.pence.
and
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‘and mercantile nations, .who raife themfelves from
the very dregs of the people, to wealth and power ;
and whillt they bear their good fortune meekly,
turning their mind now and then to the blue coat,
or parith badge, with a lifted eye of thankfulnefs
10 God for the change, they are refpeQed in focie-
ty ; nor is their faug chariot, or neat villa, envied
to them by their lefs fortunate neighbours : but
when men, whofe ‘origin is fo obfcure, that no
parifh regifter can be found, which bears their
name, obtain wealth fo fuddenly, that nobody can
account for the means, and at the enormous mafs
of which, they themfelves feem furprifed, conjec-
tures injurious to their moral re&itude, will and
muft have place. If it be true that fuch upftart
beings, intoxicated with pride, drive furioufly on
in the public way, covering with duft and filth,
people of all ranks, general contempr is what they
deferve. If there be fuch, who, purchafing ma-
nors on which their fathers kept fheep, or build-
ing palaces on the fpot, where heretofore, in a blue
apron, they themfelves drew ale; and where they
now exceed in Juxurious expence, pomp of equi-
page, and every oftentatious, frivolous, and ufe-
lefs a& of coftly extravagance, the firft nobles of
the land; they deferve, and richly too, the infa-
‘mous appellation of fpurious Nabobs. To the folly
and abfurdity of this tribe, it has, in a great mea«
fure, been owing, that their innocent countrymen,
who have ferved in Afia, have been treated with-a

difrefpect



( 31)
difrefpe&t which théy have not deferved at the

hands of their countrymen, as Ifhall prove’before
I clofe this book.

As it is clear from the above account, that the
great bulk of the Englith gentlemen whe have
ferved in India, could not become real Nabobs,
neither were they, or are they, defirous of being
confidered as fuch; and whereas no part of their
conduct abroad, or at home, fubjefts them juftly
to the imputation of being fpurious Nabobs, it is
but reafonable and juft, that they fhould be fepa-
rated from them.

Tae charges which have been brought againft
the Indians in general, in the daily papers, and
other periodical, but anonymous publications, have
been various and innumerable; but as they have
been'alfo general, and unattended by proof of any
kind, or chargeable on any one ihdividual, I muft
confiderthem as party fquibbs, thot off at convenient
pericds, to ferve the interefted views of particular
perions, or to gratify their fpleen or their envy.
Such general accufations are beneath notice:, But
as a diflike to Afiatic gentlemen, could not have
become fo prevalent and general throughout the
nation (as I have Had many reafons to convince me
it has done) unfupported by fome foundation, I
" muft conclude, that it has principally arifen from
_the following caufes.

First,
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Firsz. The.dreadful accounts tranfmitted from
Bengal, of the COnfe}.]LIences of the famine in 1770,
with thie con¢lufions which were driwn- therefrom,
to the prejudice of individuals thén refident in Ben-
gal, both in public and private ftations.

Seconnry. The contents of the Reports of the
Seledt ana Secret Committees of the Houfe of
Commons, inftituted to enquiréintp the flate of
the Eaft India Company’s affairs at home and
abroad in 1772

~Furrpry. The allufions contained in the di-
greflional parts of the third v olume of Col. Dows
Hiftory of Hindooftan.

‘Lastiy. The curious’ reprefentations of the
three gentlemen, appointed by an A&t 'of Parlia-
ment, to form a majority of the Council General
at Bengal, in 1774.

1 wiLL give each of the above heads a feparate
confideration, and in fo doing, I hope to convince
at leaft’ a moiety of my readers, that they have
beenemoft grofsly impofed on, and thereby léd to
judge, not only harfhly, but unjuftly, of a great
maJorlty of their fellow fubje&s who have atted
in Aﬁa.

b
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In a former work of miae, I faid a gleat dealon
the fubje@ of the famine; but as that is now out’
of print, and has long fince been forgotten, 1 fhall
here repeat a few of the fas 1 then referred to.
Bengal, like Egypt, is a country very. fruitful in
grain. - Both of them lie between the 20th and
goth degrees of north latitude, and depend equally
on the periodical fall of rain, for their fertiliza.
tion. The overflowing of the Ganges is as benefi-
cial to the firft, as that of the Nile to the laft,
though not fo abfolutely neceffary ; becaufe ail
over the Jow country of Bengal, great quantities of
rain fall every year, which is not the cafe in Egypt.
The rife of the river Nile, depends almoft entirely
on the great quantity of water, which falls in the
mountains of Aby(flinia or Ethiopia ; fo does the
Ganges, Barampoota, and other rivers which fer-
tilize Bengal, on that which annually falls in' the
mountdins of Thibet and Bootan. A very dry fea-
fon is equally fatal to both countries. But Bengal
fuffers as much in fome feafons, from too great a

-fall of water, as from a fcarcity, which I believe is

feldom the cafe in Egypt. From thofe two caufes,
the price of rice. futuates greatly at Bengal, info-
much, that it is fometimes fo very cheap, that it
will not pay the expence of colle&ting in; and at
ethers fo very fcarce, that a temporary famine ine-
vitably enfues. That which happened in the year
1770, -was one of the moft fevere which we read of
in the records of time. The caufes of it, were un-

C ~ doubredly
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doubtredly the following. I wason the {pot, was 2
great, exporter of grain, and had but 100 good.an
apportunity of being an eye witnefs of all the hor-
rors'of thas mwolt dreadful vification, where dags,,
jackals,. wulsyres, and every bird and beaft of prey,.
grew fat and, unweildy on the flefh of man. .Nor
were fuch fights in any degrec fo fhocking; as
others of which.I was a helplefs and daily withefa,
and which, ‘in. compaffion. to . the: feclmgs of my
rcaders, Ipaﬁs over in filence,

. Tne hq;vel.t; of rice in-September 966, was. for
plentiful. all over the provinges, that magy of the
farmers left latter erops ea the ground, as it wonld
not pay the expence of gathering in.  Stacking of
eorn, the climate, and the nature of rice, will nos
admit; and threfhing and houling are too expen~
five, in times of fuch uncommon and dangerous
plenty. This induced a very general negle@ of cul-
tivation in the article of rice in #8767 ; becaufe
there was not a man in the kingdom, who did: not
think, that there was at that -time, a.ftock of rice
on- hand, fufficient for three years confumption s
and our provident national.policy, of allowing a
bounty on exporsation-in. days of plenty, to enable
the-farmer 1o go on to plant, was not underftaod,
er not pralifed, at Bengal; on the revetfe, the
eppofite and .pernicipus policy ptevailed; for the
exportation ‘was checked, by ‘a duty of ten per
cent. being levied on it,

Tue
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Tus harvef} of 1768, was more than half wa!hcd
away by, exceflive floods, which no maunds of
carth, or artificial fenges, .can refift : . And that ‘of
1769, proved fcanty for want of water, to fuch a
degree, that about the feed time, or time of fowing
in 1770, the want of ricc. was univerfally felt over
all the kingdom.

DaceapruL as the above circumftances are,
there exilted local prejudices, which made them
more horrid. The great body of the natives of
Bengal, are rigid Hindoos, who live on rice and
vegetables. The firft failed them; and the three
months preceding the fowing feafon, that is from
February to May, ate fo remarkably fultry and
dry, that ljttle or-npne can be made to grow, even
to ferveas fallad : and though animal food of all
forts,. was in plenty, millions died rather than
touch it. As taimportation of grain from abroad,
the wery freight of rice to Bengal, from any place
in India where it could be had, amounts to more
money, three times told, than the common natives
are cver able to pay for it. In a country fo regula-
ted as Eagland, when wheat comes to eight or
nine fhillings the bufhel, the poor have fome re-~
fource in other forts of grain, as well as in animal
food, ang in vegetables, fuch as potatoes, turpips,
carross, .cabbages, and other efculent plants and
roots, that willkeep : But was it to rife to eighteen
fhillings the buthel, and then not to be had, what

C2 would
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would become of our peeple, or our government ?
and wha, but Almighty God, could relieve them 2
Horrid ds the:above idea is, how iafinitely (hort
does it fall, of the- miferies “expeérienced by the
common natives of Bengal, .who,.had .they had
wherewithal tohave paid for it, .could not have ab-
tained rice at ten times the common. price ; that is,-
the fcarcity was fo general, fo great, and fo dread-
ful, that the price of ricé ‘was . equivalent to the
price of wheat.in England, at five pounds &crhng :
the bufhcl T

Hzns it was reported, and believed, thac the
Englifh inhabitants took ‘advantageof the fcarcity,
to -enrich themfelves by . monopolizing the rice.
Would to heaven it had been fo ; thoulands of lives
would have been faved. Had Englifhmen, or any
other men, but taken the furplus rice off the far-
mers hands, in 1766, the full and vfual quantity,
would have been planted in 1767. In that cafe,
the lofs of half the crops of 1768 and 1769, would
not have caufed fo great a fcarcity in .1770, ds to
carry off a large proportion of - the jnhabitants, by
that moft dreadful of all calamities. Such- were the
caufes, and fuch the effets, of the famine at Ben~
gal. Nor Englithmen, nor any other men, have
any thing to anfwer for at the threne of God.
That being the cafe, their.counsrymen fhould ceafe
to propagate, or believe ftories, {o malicious inthe
invéijtion, and fo falfe in fad. .
v ] THz
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Thit fecond: héad relates to the difcoveries, as
they were called, made by the Committees of the
Houfe of Commons, which fat on India affairs, in
1772 and 1773. The word difcovery, inthe fenfe
which in-this place it muft be underftood, implies,.
that:they had found out fomething in the conduét
of the Eaft India gentlemen, which they had in.
tended to hide from the world. .This certainly was
not the cafe ; for all which the Committees have
publithed, was found on the face of the Eaft India
Campany’s records, open to the perufal, not only.
of the twenty-four Dire&tors, and every clerk about.
the India Houfe, -but alfo to the infpection and
comroul of feveral thoufand Proprietors. One
would imagine, fuch a party was too numerous to
keep fecrets, in particular, as many amongft them
were women. But the truth is, no fecret was in-
tended. The principal crime laid to their charge,
was their having received prefents of immenfe fums
of money, from the country Princes. Moft of the
gentlemen who had been guilty of this enormous.
offence, being in England, were fent for, and exa~
mined by the Committees; and what is fingular,
fo far were they from denying the charge, that they-
helpéd the Commirtee to much additional informa-
tion, and candid explanation, relative to the when,
and how, from whom, and wherefore ; which they

need
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need not to have done, (for they were not examin-
ed upon oath,) and this their candour, was turned
into commcnté, rcmilrks, and obfervations, againft
themiclves, by the Committee’s managers. This
conduct in the Miniftry of that day, has, by ths
famous orator, the Right Hon. Edmund Burke,
been called a mere ftate job, a political delufion,
a rod held over their heads s terrorem, by which,
“ The Eaf India Company was to be covered with
<< infamy and difgrace, and at the fame time was 0
& pay the whole bill.”

As there is no man ia England, more conver-
fant in the tricks of Minifters and Committe jobs,
than Mr. Burke is univerfally allowed to be, I
fhall reft that part of the defence on his authority,
and proceed to relate what the Princes and great
men in Afia themfclves, thought and.faid on the
fame fubjet of receiving prefents.

‘WHEN the printed reports came out to India, I
frequently amufed myfelf in explaining the fpirit
and tendency of them to fame of the great country
gentlemen, who had themfelves been guilty of
giving away their own money to the Englith in
power, and in confequence held, at various times,
coverfations on the fubje&, with Hindoos, Maf-
fulmen, and perfons of all parties, cafts, and de-
nQminations, religious and civil, I will endeavour
 to throw the fubftance and fpiric of all they faid,
into
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imo one converfation, fuch as at different peridds,
1 held with different men, and.thereby convey, as
well as I can, the general opinion, and refult of
the whole, to my Englifh reader, in form of dia-
logue, between myfelf and a Bengal genteman of
family and independent fortune, whom, in com-
pliance with the tafle of the times, I fhall call =

Nabob.

Nasos. Mr. Auther, I cannot underftand why
the Members of your Houfe of Parliament, fhould
become fo angry with us India gentlemen, for
eaking prefents of our own property te whom we
pleafe. Have we not a rightfo to do ? ‘

AvuTror. I find that you de net fully uader-
ftand me, Sir. No men in the world, are fo tena-
cious of the liberty and preperty of individuals, as -
Englith Members of Parliament. It is their un-’
<ommon anxicty about the fecurity of private pro-
perty, which ‘has induced them to believe fome
certain perfons, who have afferted, that you, Sir,
and other ‘great men of this country, have had
your money forced from you, without your con-
fent 3 and it is with a view to find out and punith
fuch tyranny, that the Parliamentary enquiries
have been inflicuted.

Naspos. Indeed! Why that is generous, truly.

But who from amongft yourfelves (for nonc of us,
' tha
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that,. 1 know of, hold cerrefpansience. with the
E,nghfh Parliament), are the people who have pm.
pagated fuch unfounded ftories ?

) Atrmoa. 1 belicvc, Sir, that -you have _ been

- perfonally acquainted with fome of them. You re-

member Colonel Dow, and Mr, William Bolts ?

Nagqe. Colonel Dow and Mr. Bolts! Have
they faid any thing injurious to the charaéter-of
ather Englith gentlemen? :

AvuTtnor, They have, Sir, both (aid and writ-.
ten a great deal againft Englith gentlemen, and
Bengal gentlemen too, as I will one day read and
explain to you.

- Napos, Why you furprife me. Colenel Dow.
feemed to. me to have devoted his time,to enqui--
ries into the hiftory of this country. KHis whole.
coverfation turned that way. A Perfian manufcripe,
or memoir, appeared to give him as much plea-
fure in the acquifition, as money. Indeed, he had .
his fhare of both. But as he lived on the beft of .
terms with Lord Clive, Governor Verelft, and that -
beft of all Chriftians, Governor John Cartier, and -
your other powerful men, as well as Sujah ul
Dowlah, the Nabob of Oude, Mahommed Reza
Cawn, and,many other of ours, what can he bave
faid againft them 2 Asto Mr. Bolts, he was what

we
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we call a-thorough bred merehant, whofe predo-.
roigany paflion wag the Iove of gain; to that ‘prin-
ciple he facrificed every:thing. You muft' have
heard that he has written to his Banyan, and other_
country merchaots. here, that his affairs have turn-
ed out-fo bad,- that he has been obliged to become.
bankrupt—and fo pay all his debts at once: This.
news makes his friends and look
white; for-he owes to them, and their dependents,
three hundred and forty thoufand rupees on bend.
But I do not like to talk of him. Youknow how
infamous we think the charaéter of a man, who
alted fo bafe a part as he did.

Autmor. You judge right, Sir: but even. be,
contemptible as he is, has met with patrons in Eng--
land, where we Englifh gentlemen of Afia, feem
to have been profcribed in the lump. But what,
think you of Colonel Dow’s infinuating in the in- .
troduéion to his third volume, that fuch men as
Mr, Vanfittart, Lord Clive, Governor Verelft, &c.
had configoed Nabobs to eternal reft, to make way
for others, who was to pay for their inftalments ? |
Nay more,.. that Sujah ul Dowlah, Nabob of
Qude,. is the blackcﬁ of all villains, and Mahom-,
ned Reza Cawn not a whit better.

Nazos. Is it pofiible! But furely the charac-.
ters of fuch men as Lord Clive, Mr Vanﬁttart, ,
Vereift . and. Cartier, wxll fecure. thcm from' the

venomous
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venomous fhafts of fifty fuch perfons as Colonel
Dow? As to his drawing fuch a - picture _of Su-
jah ul Dowlah, I can in fome degree account for it.
He wanted the Viziar to grant him, in the name
of another perfon, the leafe of fome falt petre
farms, which the Nabob had previoufly granted
away. This Dow would nor believe, and grew
out of humour. But it is the moft villainous in-
gratitude in him, to abufe Mahommed Reza; be-
caufe to my certain knowledge, at the requeft of
Governor Verelft, Dow was introduced to that
Nabob at -the city, and received from him fome
handfome prefents.

AvuTtnor. Very true, Sir ; I have heard the fame:
but gratitude dwells not with groveling fouls, and
Dow’s is fuch. But fo influenced are the prejudices
of our countrymen now againft us, that zbz more
infameus and furious the informer, the more readily is
is biffory believed, "

Nazos. I am truly forry forit. I am now’ an
old man, and have not many years longer to con-
tinve in this world. I have, Mr. Author, feen
very extraordinary changes in this kingdom, fince
the ufurpation of Allaverdy Cawn. Many towns
and villages have I feen defolated, burnt, and laid
wafte, by the Mahrattas. Tt is not our cuftom to
wage war like Europeans ; when we conquer, we’

deftroy what we cannot carry off. The war with
: the
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the Englifhvin 1756 yourftile) was fudden, umex-
peded, and has been produtive of very extraordi-
pary confequences. Surajah u} Dowlali was a-fool-
ifh,” headftrong young mwan,’ and-had' rmny 'low,
glicerate; evil counfellors abenit: him. - You remem-
ber thefe things -as well as'I do. * But owr ihter-
courfe with your nation, was in thefe days merely
mercantile. ' We knew younot ugwarriors. Your
perfonal and individual courage, was not unknown
to us ; but your numbers were too ' few, for us to
apprehend any.danger from you. As to the fur-
prifing revolution cffeCted by the battle of Plaficy,
it was the work of God. Believe me, - Mr. Author,
on the nows of that event reaching Moorfhadabad,
where I then refided, the panic was -general ; for
we all thought that the Englith would, in revenge
for what had happened the preceding year at Cal-
cutta, have plundered and burnt the city; and
what would have been worfe than death to us, have
defiled our wives, our daughters, and our temples.
The dread and terror of fuch (as we thought) ine-
vitable confequences of your victory, no words can
defctibe. Even when proclamation was made the
day following, -that provided évery body remained
quict ia their‘houfes, no harm fhould ‘come to’
them, it was not beheved. Many buried their
wealth in fecret places, “about their houfe and gar-
dens. Mot of the great families (and mine' amongft
the reft) were prepared to deftroy their women,
had a general Tack of the city convmenced, as we
. all
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all expe&ed. . It was extremely fortunate. that there
were in your camp, numbers of Sircars and Bany.
ans, fervants and attendants on the Englith army,
who came voluntarily to our houfes, and laughed.
at, anddifpelled our fears. Many of thofe cunning.
rogues Jaid us under pecuniary contribution,. the
two or three firft days after the battle, under pro-.
mife of procuring from their mafters, the Englith
officers, Seapoy guards for our feparate houfes. - All
this ended with the proclamation giving notice of a
New Nabob. But believe me, Mr. Author, had
proclamation been made, that every houfe fhould
be free from the pillage of the common foldiers,
whofe owner fhould bring into the Englith falory,
what ready money he had in his houfe, the fums
rendered, would have exceeded your utmoft idea.
‘What muft have been our furprife and joy, when
we found that nothing but peace and quietnefs
were expected from us ?

Tue fame dread fpread far and wide over all the
provinces, and the fame fenfe of gratitude was ex-
prefled on affurances of fafety. After fuch forbear-.
ance and, moderation in you, fo contrary to the
cuftom of Afia, and even contrary to what you had
experienced from us the year before at Calcutta,
what power on earth had a right to limit our grati-
tude? We did make prefents; not on the princi-
ple for which we worhip the Devil, (fear,) but in
return for your godlike and Chriftian forbearance.

Believe



( 45)

Believe me, Mr. Author, I never heard that one
houfe was plundered, one woman dcﬁ)ed; or one
life left,' (except in the field, in confequence of the
vigoty,) by the defire;"and with the knowledge,
of-a Euvropean, -if that whole affair. Some difor-
ders arofe, no-doubt, from the violence of the
troops of the defeated Nabob, who being much in
arrears of pay, run away from the field, with in-
tont ¢o plunder the city, inftead of doing their duty
it defendling it3 but that'was not much, and but
ofifiort ‘duration; for they fought fafety by throw-
ing away their drms and accoutrements, and
mingling with the common citizens, until Meer
Jaffier was proclaimed, and then they entered into
hig fervice.”

* Sucw was the opinion of the Indians themfelves;
of -the condu@® of our countrymen, immediately
after the battle of Plafiey. Colonel Clive came
home in 1560, and returned to -Bengal, with -the
title of Lord Clive, in 1765. In the interval,
Meer Jaffier had been filently depofed, for defe@’
of ability to govern, and Coffim Ally Cawn inftalled
in his roorh, who comptlied the Company’s mana-
gers, even the men who had made him Nabob, in-
to a war ‘of felf defence; and the Nabob, Meer
Jaffiér was fet up againft him. Buthedid not long
furvive his fecond exhaltation. He died after a te-
dious fit of ficknefs, partly from age, and partly
from grief for the lofs of his cldeft fon. By his will .
: he
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heleft his friend, Lerd Clive, thenon his paffage
to Bengal,..a vary largs fum of money, whijch that
great man gave to eftablifh the military fund, from
which fuperannuated officers, as well as the widows
of deceafed officers, - in the, Company’s fervice, res
ctive ¢ bandfgme.annyal allowance..

. LanoClivs:asrived in 1765, and found Coffim
Ally Cawn-expslled, and the ,counwry in peace ;
Bt he plainly -fawy that the middle plan which he
had-formerly adopted; of Jeaving: the civil govern,
ment, and she calleCtion of the, revenues, in the
hands of a family, whom, from a private ftation,
he-had raifed to the throne, and keeping the direc-
tion of political affairs, and command of the army,
in the hands of the Company, was, in fa&, di-
viding the ftate againft itfelf. To this Jmperium in
Imperio, we owe not-only the war in.-Bengal, with
Cofim Ally Cawn, but the ruin of ¢he Carnatic,
ton fimilar ane -on the coaft, which I could prove,
was I writing hiffory. His Lordfhip. faw it, and
contrived the means to obtain from Shah Allum,
thea' the mere nominal Emperor of Hindooftan,
a grant of the dewannce, or the office of colleCtor-
general of the revenue for the Company, in the
provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla. From
that moment there bas, in fa&, been but one
power-in Bengal, and it has fecured peace to the
provinces from that hour to this,

THERE
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Twanx:bas been. fomething extremely fingular
and sidiculous, in-the whole conduét of the.Eng-
lilb government, with refpe&t to Bengal, If ever
the national banner was difplayed in a juft apd ho~
nourable war, that with Surajah ul Dowlah was
fuch ; and by the law of nations, to retain con-
quefts acquired in fuch.a war, has. hitherto been
‘deemed'lawfal and right. But the Englithfeem
to have been terrified at the idea of their own fuce
cefs. They conquer a country in felf defence,
which they hefitate to keep, and-want refolution
to give up, Create a Nabob, to whom they .give
a kingdorh, -and become themfelves his penfionersy
but finding. their, idol a compound of tyrannic
knave, and defpicable fool, they make him a pen-
fioner in his turn, to his fon-in-law,, Coflim Ally
Cawn: but foan after finding -Coffim to be all
knave, without a particle o fool in his compofition,
they wifh his removal. But had he not been a moft
daftardly coward, he would have convinced his
makers, thathe could do wlthout them, and have
driven them out of the kingdom to the fouth, in-
ftead of fuffering them to drive him to the north.
Embarrafied by their own. policy, they faw no re-
megdy, -but again to fall down and worthip the old
calf, which they had a fecond time fet up. Meer
Jaffier died, and they recognized their fovereign in
his fecond fon: and things were running on in
the old abfurd channel of a double government,
when Lord Clive arrived, who reverfed the fyftem;

"inftead

.
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inftead-of continuing:the-Company penfioners to
‘the Nabob; }ie made the Nabob a penfioner to the
‘Company.” The power now'was all their own but
they Wanted to hide it from the world, fo played
thé Nabob off‘as the Panch of the puppet thow.
“This abfurd policy, I have heard, was dictited to
Lord Clive by ithe Minifiry; to avoid- involving
the nation in difputes- with the othér European
‘powers, whofe fubjefs-were fettled in Bengal.

: Tz condulling of:thc\“dev&hr{ncc, was a2 new
Pranch of bufinefs; and it gave* opportunity to'a
et of ‘men, who'had lately- -arrived from Europe
-with Lord Clive, to employ their talents, His
“Lordthip came to Calcutta in 1465, and embarked
‘for England in the beginning of 1769. Itis be-
tween the date of his arrivil, and the beginning of
‘1770, that I reckon the period the moft produ@ive
‘of fpurious Nabobs, of any in the Bnglith annals.
“Then it was, that a cheefemonger’s fon had the
‘command of a very great army, and that a mite
was turned into a general—And then it was, that
-perfons who had been tainted with London air, re-
‘turned to India at the moft fortunate period for
. pra&ifing the leflons they had leamed in England.

Tuz Turp Heap.

I taink that the third volume of Colonel Dow’s
Hiftory of Hindooftan, was publifhed about the
time
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time the Comumittess were, formed in 1772. He
was_himfclf in Englapd, foliciting promotion in
the Cpmpany’s fervice. That he had lived in a very
great degree of friendly intercourfe, and perfonal
iptimacy, with every one of the Governors of Ben-
gal, from the capture of Calcutta in 1757, to the
time he left Bengal in 1767, I am confident; that
he had received favours from fome of them, is as
certain. What fortune he poffeffed, had been ac.
quired at Bengal : nor is it in my memory, that
he had.apy particular conteft or difpute, with any
Governor, or man in power, in India. I.-believe
that he was one of the refigning officers, in their
conteft with Lord Clive and his Council, about
the redution of batta, or extra allowance to the
army. But this was by no means a perfonal affair,
or intended to affe@ any particular individual in
the army, officer or private man. The Company
found that their military expences at Bengal, ex-
ceeded their” ability to fupport, and left nothipg
to themfelves. Lord Clive, on his leaving Eng-
land, had undertaken to reduce the military dif-
burfements within proper bounds. Few men would
have had fpirit to have gone through it as he did ;
(but he was a heaven born General; which ex-
preflion I underftand to mean, a man born with
vaft military abilities, prodigious prefence of mind
.in all poflible fituations of danger, and without a
particle of fear in his whole compofition ; fuch a
man was Lord Clive,) Many men who then warm-

: D Ty
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Iy oppofed him, have fince acknowledged the abe
folute neceflity of the meafuse. That circumftance
then, could not have induced Colonel Dow to in-
finuate, in the introduion to his third volume of
Afiatic hiftory, that his countrymen a&ing abroad,
ftuck at nothing, no, not even the fending Nabobs
to fleep with their fathers, when it fuited their
avarice or ambition. Dreadful charge indeedt
But as I feel a convition on my mind, which
amounts to certainty, that fuch an idea never for
a moment had poffeffion of any man’s mind in Afia,
not even of that of Colonel Dow himfelf, I boldly
affirm, that it originated in Europe.

CoroneL Dow being dead, I fhall, therefore,
in compliance with the falfe charity eftablithed in
the world, fofar fpare his memory, as to draw no
eonclalions from the infirmities of his private cha-
ralter, to fupport my argument. But this muft
Rot be underfiood to mean, that Iam a convert to
the do&rine. Colonel Dow, in his infinuations
and allufions, has fixed no period, nor ufed any
mames, and in my opinion, this conftitutes the ef-
fence of his crime, as it involves indifcriminately
in the charge, the whole body of the Company’s
Governors, and their Council, who acted in Ben-
gal, from the recapture of Calcutta, to the printing
of the book: A charge fo general, and undefined,
muft have been intended to raife, or continue, ge-
neral odium, Inftead of attempting to defend them
" againft
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againft fo vague a charge, I will endeavour to
fhew, that the intredu®ion in which thofe vile
infinuations are contained, was fabricated in this
country, and calculated to ferve a particular pur-

pole.

Ar the time that the third volume of Dow’s hif-
tory was in the prefs, an idea had been taken up
by the Minifter of the day, to claim the territory
held by the Eaft India Company, in behalf of the
Crown. To facilitate this arbitrary meafure, it
was neceflary to make ufe of every means to black-
en the Eaft India Company, and their fervants
abroad, in the eyes of the nation, Bolts was en-
couraged in his infamous publications. Dow was
flattered, and induced to permict fome plans,
fchemes, and general reflections, to be bound up
with his third volume, to facilitate the great work
in hand. Thofe who with to fee a good defcription
of the whole minifterial fcheme then carrying on in
Parliament, in order to fleece, if not annibilate,
the devoted Eaft India Company, will do well to
read the Right Honourable Mr. Edmund Burke’s
tra@®, called Obfervations on a late State of the
Nation, publithed by J. Dodfley in Pall-Mall, in
1769, from page 88, to page 93 inclufive, where
they will find a moft curious defcription of that
whole tranfation:



52 )

Ix India, Col. Dow was confidered as a heavy,
plodding, but moft indefatigable, fearcher after
{craps of Afiatic hiftory, and Perfian manufcripts;

-and by dint of a laborious application to Afiatic
languages, for a number of years, came at laft to
tranflate, by the medium of a Moorith linguift,
from the Perfian into Englifh, tolerably well. His
General Hiftory of Hindooftan, will remain in li-
braries, and be confidered as a ufeful book of re-
ference to future writers. But as to the introdu&o-
ry papers, plans, &c. they are not of his fabrica-
tion. Hints he may have furnifhed; but the work
itfelf, is the produétion of a much abler penman,
and the fentiments calculated to forward the bufi-
nefs of the day. Dow’s hints were dreffed up and
feafoned to the tafte of the times, when the preju-
dice againt all forts of Indians, was at a fufficient
height to admit into general credit, infinuations of
the moft infamous fort, for matters of fa&t. At the
fame time, the ridiculous, oftentatious, and con-
temptible conduét of fome of the fpurious Nabobs,

" juftified the national opinion, grounded on falfe
information, fupported by vile infinuation, and

fandtified by power.

Tue FourTr HEeap.

Tre accumulated mafs of falfe information re-
lative to the famine; the illiberal conclufions of
the Committees, refpeting the general receipt of

s prefents;
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prefents ; Dow’s infinuations of fecret murders 3.
and Bolts’s unjuft ftatements of the inadequate-.
nefs of the Mayor’s Court, to an equal diftribution
of juftice, to the Englifh inhabitants of Calcutta,
in Bengal, operated fo completely on the minds of
the public, as to cnablg the Miniftry to put in,
with a degree of uncommon fuccefs, for a fhare of
Afatic patronage. The abfurdity, pernicious ten-
dency, and inefficacy of the Supreme Court of Ju-
dicature, have been fince experienced, detected,
and exploded, and their powers trimmed down to
the fize of the old Mayor’s Court. All the differ-
ence is, that the former mode of adminiftering ju(-
tice, coft the Company 2000/ per annum, and the
prefent - mode, by the Supreme Court, 100,000/
per annum. The former had no litigioufnefs in its
conftrultion, the latter nothing elfe. But the grand
point gained on the fide of the Miniftry, was the
nomination of the Governor and Council General
to Bengal. It happened that Mr. Haftings, the
gentleman who was Governor at that time, was a
man of great abilities, great experience in the afs.
fairs of India, and of unblemifhed character. But
General John Clavering, who was nominated to
the Deputy Governorthip, and the command of
the army, carried with him a majority of the Coun-
.cilfrom England. Inftead of entering cordially in-
.to the condu¢t of the adminiftration, jointly with
the Governor General, who had the experience of
twenty-four years to dire® his judgement, the

majority



( 54 )
majority of the civil government, with an old vin.
ditive foldier at their head, entered violently into
a retrofpe&ive view of the meafures of the late ad-
miniftration. Whenever, or where-ever, fuch im-
politic, injudicious, and weak conductis purfued,
violent parties are inftantly formed. Every man,
who has fpleen'to gratify againt the former men in
power, join the new party. Candour, temper,
truth, and fair dealing, are laid afide; and every
mean art, every political fubterfuge is employed,
.to ruin the former adminiftration in the opinion of
the world. The Majority, confiting of General
John Clavering, Colonel George Monfon, and one
Philip Francis, a clerk from the war office, on the
firft meeting of the General Council, made knowrt
their violent intentions. They had left England
tmpreffed wich-the ideas which at that time very
generally prevailed, viz. that there was not an ho-
neft man in the Company’s fervice in India ; and
having the whole military and civil power in their
hands, .and of courfe the difpofal of every place
which [hould become vacant, and of every contra&
that fhould fall in, they boldly, and without the
Jeaft difguife, commenced an attack, not only on
the meafures of the precéding adminiftration, but
of the Governor General’s honour and integrity.
"All thofe who attempted to defend the old Council,
~or Mr. Haftings, whether in or out of the fervice,
were profcribed; and no man was to expe& any
favour, or even to be treated with common decen-

cy
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cy by the‘Majority, or their friends, who would
not join in the general cry, to hunt down the Go-
wernor General. Some of she members of the for-
mer Council, difgufted at being fuperfeded, after
having ferved the Company great part of their lives,
refigned the fervice, and returned to Europe. This
was reprefented by the Majotity, to their friends
in power here, as proceeding from confcious guile,
and an eagernefs to get out of harm’s way.  They
reprobated former meafures; declared they had
come to the knowledge of fuch fal&ts and circum-
ftances, as obliged them to change their opinion
of the abilities, integrity, and difintereftednefs of
Governor Haftings; gave a hundred hints of his
delinquency 3 and in the firft month of their admi-
aniftration, pledged themiclves to the Company and
the nation, that they would very fhortly tranfmit
.to Europe, proof pofitive of all they faid, or al-
luded to, in their feveral letters by the -firft thips
which were difpatched after their arrival in the
country,

Wasn thefe advices arrived in England; people
were thunderftruck. Hitherto the chara&er of Mt
Haftings, had ftood the teft of the moft- fevere
fcrutiny, both at the India Houle, and in both
Committees of the Houfe of Commons. At ‘the
time the A& pafRd, to transfer the appointment
of Governor General and Council, from the Com.
pany to the legiflative body of the nation, Mr.

' Haftings
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‘Haftings was Governor of Bengal ; and not a man
in, or out of Parliament, held up his finger to op-
pofe his reappointment to the Governor General-
thip for five years, How then were they furprifed
at hearing, that the new men had, in the courfe
of a month, 4@ /ittle month, after their arrival in
Bengal, difcovered fuch alts of delinquency, as,
on the truth and notorioufnefs of them, to pledge
themfelves in the moft folemn manner tomake them

go§d.

Tux names of General Clavering and Colonel
Monfon, were figned to the aflertions. They were
men of high military charaéter, and unimpeached
honour;. that alone was fufficient to caufe a differ-
-ence in opinion all over the nation. People could
not conceive that it was poffible for fuch men to
fign to fuch charges, without having in their pof-
feffion, proof pofitive of the falls, to which they
fo folemnly fubfcribed. On the other fide, in all
the noife and fcandal which, at this time, had been
raifed in the nation againft the Nabobs, Mr. Haf-
ting’s name had never been mentioned with the
lcaft difrefpeét. How then could men of modera-
tion and candour, give him up unheard in his own
defence? But the Majority had croffed the rubi-
con 5 they had committed themfelves too deeply to
retreat; and their friends at the weft, and at the
caft end of the town, beftirred themfelves in their
fupport : Nor would the moft perfet innocence in
. Mr,
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Mr. Haftings, have faved him, had his competitof
for the government, General Clavering, ' lived:
Since his death, the whole charge has been exa-
mined and refuted, even: to the moft trifling cir-
cumftance. Again it has been brought-forward,
by a party in the India Houfe, and in Parliament;
as virulent and vindictive as the former;' and
again refuted to the difgrace of the party. ‘The
War-Office Clerk is now known, and his principles
-and virulence perfecly defpifed, by every man- of
candour in the kingdom. Totally deferted and
negleted, the man has fallén back into his origi-
nal rank and fphere of life, from whence nothing
but minifterial influence, for fome dirty fervice,
could at firft have lifted him, and where he muft
for ever remain a prey to his own gloomy reflec-
tion, a kind of out-caft in the midft of mllhons,
without honour, credit, or confequence.

Having anfwered the four great charges which
have been brought againft the Indians in general,
under the denomination of Nabobs, I fhall pro-

ceed to a further explanation of the different orders
of Nabobs.

I nave already made it clear, that there never
was but one real Englith Nabob, and that was the
great hero Lord Clive. Next come the fpurious
ones; and it'is a moft fingular part of their cha-
galter, that on their firlt return to England, their

fortunes
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fortunes were moderate, and their condu& fo pru-
dent, as to give no caufe of offence, and confe-
quently they were, at that period, only repused
Nabobs : but being by nature of an ambitious,
reftlefs, avaricious, or vain difpofition, they either
lived above their income, or fancied they were too
much neglected, and fo took it in their heads to go
back again to India,

Fzw of thofe who have been flattered with the
fervile aad obfequious manners of the people of
Afia, are calculated to plant turnips, and enjoy, in
this country, the calm and infipid quiet of a coun-
try life. - It requires manners rendered mild, and a
temper foothed down to equality, by philofophical
refiection op the abfurd vanities of bufy life, to en-
Jjoy fuch retreat, How few perfons do we find blef-
fed with fuch temper! Here and there indeed, we
meet a Governor John Cartier, and a General Joe
Smith, who, feeling that they are but mere mor-
tals, made up.of the fame materials as their poor
neighbours, difpenfe the fuperflux to their indi-
gent fellow creatures, flecp well a-nights, and
thank God for the remainder.

Tuey fay that none but a mafon can make a ma-
fon; but it does not reft with an Englith Nabob
to create others ; yet Lord Clive accidentally cau-

fed fome: miferable counterfeits to be impofed on
the nation. The firft part of the chara&er of a
fpurious Nabob is, that he is a perfon who, by a
long
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long refidence in India, had acquired a imoderate
independence, and returned with it to Europe;
but from not having ftudied the art of happinefs
with a mere competence, or being feized with a fit
of avarice, ambition, or of gambling extravagance
and diffipation, which being the produce of the
age, are to be met with at every corner, found
himfelf, foon after his arrival, made fo uneafy, as
to be obliged to return again to India. There is
no'onc man that I know, who has made but one
voyage to India, that is intitled to the rank and ti-
tle of a fpurious Nabob ; the chara®er is income
plete without having ftudied the vices of the age in
London. I with the réader to run.over in his
mind, the confpicuous charatters commonly called
great Nabobs, and he will find my. obfervation to
be juft. They leave London with the fame reflec-
tion, as Jugurtha, the African Prince, formerly
left Rome, and with a firm refolution never to
return, but with the means to buy feats in Parlia-
ment, feats in the DireGtion, or at leaft feats in the
temple of fame. Of good or bad, Pope fays, the
diffésence is 2 crifle. : .

Tuere is one man indeed, whofe fortune was
fo very fmall, after a refidence in India of fourteen
years, that when in England, he could not take
rank with a Welth Juftice of the Peace, though he
®had filled high and important ftations during his
ftay in Afia. Hereturned again, and has now been

near
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- near twelve years Governor of Bengal : but there
is a kind of obftinacy in his difpofition ; and he is
fo abominably felf-willed, that in order to make
the wondering people of this country underftand
his chara&ter rightly, Iam obliged to create a rank .
on purpofe for him. AsLord Clive was the only
genuine and real Nabob, Governpr Haftings is the
fingle inftance of a_fimple Nabob. He will neither
make money himfelf, nor accept it when tendered
to him. So filly and girlifh is the man’s defire to

" relieve the diftreffes of all his fellow creatures, that
he cannot keep a rupee. If this is not folly in the
extreme, [ know not what is. But there are fome
kinds of madnefs that na medicine can cyre; and
fhould Governor Haftings fettle in a county in

England, after his return, where the poverty and
diftrefs of the neighbourhood, happens to be very
¢confpicuous, [ would not give fixpence to be his

-heir.

Tue above paragraph muft be confidered as

digreffional, and apart from the work. The cha-

“ racter is new and uncommon, .and I was obliged to
find a mchc on purpofc for it.

WE come now to the reputed Nabobs, or mafs of
‘Englifh gentlemen, who have ferved the Eaft India
-Company in Afia, and who, after along courfe of
years, have returned -to fpend the remainder of
.their days, amongft their few furviviog friends in

their
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their native country. Would to heaven that this
clafs were more numerous than they are. Of thefe
1hall make no diftin&tion, whether they atted in
the civil, military, or marine fervice of the Com-
pany. Together, they form a diftin& chara&er,
(before .they were debafed by too great a mafs of
members formerly of their own body, whofe mo-
rals had been corrupted in this country, or of full
grown, needy adventurers, perfe& in nothing but
the vices of the age, was thrown amongft them,)
as amiable and perfet as human nature can any
where boaft. It is in the memory of every body,
that the Bengal families were confidered at home
and abroad (indeed the faine may be faid of all the
Prefidencies) as the moft generous, hofpitable, hu-
mane, and charitable fet of beings, of any in the
world. This charaéter exifted only before the fatal
year 1774, when the evil genius of Britain, in the
Bofton Port Bill, and the Eaft India Regulating
Bill, prepared the inftruments for difmembering
the empire. Prior to the year 1774, Afiatic gen-
tlemen poffefied a charater marked and diftin® ;
and I defire to be underftood, by reputed Nabobs,
men who had ferved in India before that time ; for
fince, Miniftry have found the Company’s fervice
a great gulf, capable of {fwallowing up a vaft mafs
of that filthy matter, which for ever attends on
power, in the fhape of convenient tools in office,
fycophants, and flatterers, the character has beea
vmawd, and almoft deftroyed. From the rank

hotbed
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. hotbed of a Court, {prung the mufbroom Nabobs,
Look at the lift of needy adventurers fent over by
court and minifterial influence, and there will be
found profeffors in the art of gambling, horfe-
racing, bozxing, cock-fighting, ftage playing,
fwindling, and every branch of modera genteel
faience, infomuch, that in a few years, Calcutta
has become a fink-of iniquity, almoft as infamous
as London itfelf. :

—~ Tae reputed Nabobs have marks by which they
may be known, as well as the fpurions; and as
they have fpread themfelves all over the kingdom,
they may be diftinguithed in the following manner.
I would have their acighbours, both in town and
country, before they determine on the chara&er
which they ought to bear amongft them, to fatisfy
themfclves in the following circumftances. Did
their new neighbour go out in the Eaft India Com-
pany’s fervice at fixteen, or not more than cigh-
teen years of age, either as a writer, cadet, affift-
ant furgeon, or midfhipman for the Bombay ma-
rine fervice ?  'Was he full fifteen years in the fer-
wvice at one time? Was he in the courfe of that
time ever fufpended, mul&ed in his rank, or dif-
miffed the fervice for corrupt practices? Did he
come home during that time ? no matter on what
account, for London air corrupts Bengal manners
fo abominably, that he will not do: But if not,
and that all the other queries fhall be anfwered 3s

they
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they ought to be, then depend upon it, their new
parithioner, or affociate, will turn out to be a du-
tiful child, generous and kind to all his relations
and old friends, charitable to all mankind, and
merciful even to animals ; the very beft and moft
confiderate of Landlords; agood paymafter, if'a
tenant ; never in arrears to working or trades peo-
ple; averfe above all things to law fuits, or dif-
putes of every kind ; rather than enter into which,
he would tarm tbe other cbeek ; may be fwindled,
but never fwindles; drinks the King’s health,
prays for him, his family, and the ftate; pays
parith rates without grumbling; and does in all
things as he would others fhould do unto him.
Such are a great majority of the Afiatic gentlemen,
whom I diftinguifh by the appellation of repwzed
Nabobs. And I appeal to the experience of every
candid man in this kingdom, who has had tranfac-
tions of any kind with them, for the truth of what
Ifay. A defperate fpendthrift, or a wretched mi-
fer, were chara@ers fo very uncommon, thatl de-
clare moft folemnly, thatin a refidence in India of
more than twenty years, prior to 1774, I never
knew above two or three of either, and they were
fo univerfally negle@ed and defpifed, that their
names were always mentioned with the utmoft de-
gree of contempt.  Hofpitality being always found
where the due medium between thofe extremes pre-
vails, the Afiatic gentlemen have been deemed
hofpitable even to 2 proverb.

: I
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ot bx. ay appeasiithas X-exprefs mydelf formewhat
¢ warmly;onshis part.of‘my fobjet, and I.own that
L feel fo: 1. fpent she beft past of my life in chat
. agyeeable fociety, and on my.foul X declare, that
.} newer.-knew a Buropean charader completely .
. vigioys, that did agt come to that country turned
. of twepty-five yenrs of age; and few of thofe who
arriyed among( us when they were paft forty, that
did not appear to us (who left England young) to
be monfters in meannefs, avarice, or vice of one
fort or other. The famous Mr. Bolts was ruined
_ by, the earthquake at Lifbon, and came to Bengal
. a full grown mercantile monfter, aged twenty+five.
Major Baggs found his way to. Calcutta noboby
can tell how; and though a coufin of his (Mr.
. Philip. Francis) held a.very high and. important
ftation in the Compaay’s fervice at that Prefidency,
fo averfe was every denomination of men, fromen-
tering into apy degree of intimacy with fuch bigh
_ fémed adventurers, that he marched back as he
. came, and has been abufing the Indians ever fince
.bis return, which they confider as the highelt pa-
negyric from fuch a man. :

. X TN that [ can account for this fuperiority
,of charaler ia 2 great majority of all thofe who
“hays gone young.to, and ftayed long in India
Evgry body knows, ihat what I have related with
-yelpect to the fele@ion of the young men from
Apopglt creditable families, is true; and it is as
true
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trué, that in general, boys of fixtéen, fprung from
fuch families, are well infiru@ed in the moral and
religious duties. On their arrival in India, they
are kindly and hofpitably received ; nor is there
any example of fordid or mean vice before their eyes
to corrupt their morals, Fafhionable cloaths, a
good horfe to rideon, and a bed-maker, are,' Iam
afraid, inevitable. To this the habit of fmoakinga
Hooka may be added, and their fum total of viceé
is acknowledged. A drunken or gambling writer,
(if pet chance fuch appeared,) nobody of credit
would affociate with ; and from neceffity, they foon
quitted thofe degrading habits, which never fail to
ruin thofe with whom they long fojourn.

‘Waen they turn their eyes on the natives around
them, the praQice’ of the moral and domeftic vir-
tues, in the higheft degree of perfection, ftrikeson
their fancy. A people fo mild, fo docile, fo obli-
ging, and fo complaifant, both warm and charm
a young and well trained mind. The more they
know of them, the more they like them. The
manners of a people muft be alluring, who ar¢
known to venerate their parents almoft to Idolatry;
who never beat, and hardly ever chide, a child,
male or female; who regard all animals as having
been formed like themfelves, by the finger of God,
whofe life they bave no more right to take away,
or to put it to corporal pain wantonly, than that of
a brother or fifter. A young man, wellinftruted

E in
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in “thé principles of the Chriftian’ rélxgwn, before -
he leaves England; and paffing his time from' ﬁx-
teen to thirty, or perhaps forty years of age, in
cdnnnual intercourf(e with a people fo famcd for the
ptaéhce of the great and fmall morals, may, by -
chance, be a bad member of fociety; but 1 fhould
not go amongft a people fo trained, to look for him.
Bold affertions go for nothing on ecither fide. Qur
enemies fay, that we Indians are a proud, infolent,
and rapacious people ; that we have, by our ava-
rice, driven to diftrefs, ruin, and deathitfelf, mil-
lions of unhappy Indians. To fuch daring, vague,
and indefinite-charges and affertions, I oppofe the -
general tenor of condu of the India gentlemen, -
who have returned to this kingdom within the laft
twenty years : If-that will juftify fuch charges, any °
thing that I can fay to the contrary, will not ac-’
quit.them. But if, on an honeft and fair ferutiny,
men of can.dour (hall own, that the India gcntle-
men in gcneral are generous, humane, and cha-’
ntablc, good fubjects, dutiful children, fond huf-
bands, indulgent fathers, kind matters, and hoft-
pitable neighbours, I would then afk this fimple
queftion, Is it likely that men, who went abroad
fo properly inftructed, and who, after their return
to England, have acted the part of fuch excellent
citizens for the remainder of their lives, could pof-
ﬁbly, when abroad, have been guilty of crucltxes, i
{o mfamous and dxabohcal as have in general’
tcrms bccn laid to their charge? To the anfwer
that
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that.exery, man’s hegrefhall give ¢o the above qqef-‘;

txoq, I %ia.vc the c_aqfe oE my, fnenqls. .

7

I, HAV,E._ obferved, tha.t ﬁnce thc ycar :774,~

thipgs havc takcn a wide turn; and that there have
been anothcr race of Nabobs fprung up, whom i

have callcd mufbroom Nabobs, It may be nght to.

explam myfelf, and defcribe them.

l'rxls a vcry old obfervation, that vice in great
empires, is moft prevalent in the capital, and that
it decreafes in proportion to the diftance you move

from it. ' Would to heaven that this obfcrvatxon.

had not fo lately been verified with refpect to Eng-
land.  The mother country was too depraved to

hold the colonies longer in fubje&ion. Governors
fent from hence, were by much too corrupt to go-

vcrn anew, a virtuous, and growing people. Nor.
thall we hold our pofieffions in the eaft long, after
the Jprefent mode of training up young men, (from
wmers apd cadets, to counfellors, and from the
beft of them, making our governors, and com-.
manders in chief of the army,) fhall be changed

into that of fending governors, counfellors, and
commanders of the army, from hence. The expe-
riment has already been tried in more inftances than
one, and ftands a proof of what I fay. But our
empire is on the decline. We are a vifcious, car-
rupt, and debafed people. Intereft and  party go-
verns every thing. Expcrlcncc is of no ufe; and

E 2 " the
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the beff admonition or advice, is but thrown away..
Rome, in the latter days of the Republie, was
convulfed almoft to eivil war, on the ahhual ap-
pointment -of the exceutive officers;” and' they,
when that year of tunmt was but,’ wete” indulged
in another,. to ranfack the provinces, in order' to
reimburfe themfelves their eleétion expenees. What
did net the poorpeople fuffer from the rapacity of
confuls, pro-confuls, their fecretaries, fub-fecreta-
ries, and alt their train of greedy officers, who,,
knowmg ther time was fhort, fpared nothing?
Qar Miniftry  have fent ohe precious batch of full
grown and hungry fatefmen, already to India; 3
and nothing but the fqoabble amongft themfelves,.
fot the homie made bread and butter, has hitherto
prevented their fending another. Anitudl fets, a5 ac’
Rome, they can never fénd ; but triennial will do-
the bufinefs fuR as well. An hungry Lord, or an
Iingry Batorrer, like a Scorch creeper, bites fore.
How weuld our Statefmen laugh at rie, if I was
to-addtefs the King (God blefs him) to accept the
following arrangentent for his Miniftry, toconduct:
the government of this country under him ¥

. ‘Mabommed Reéza Caton, Ptime Minifter;
Caunto Baby,’Chancellor of the Exchequer;

: Nobb Kiffew, Secretary of State;, o
Coffanaus Babw, Ditto Northern Departatent 5

* Typeo Saib, Commander in Chief;

- CalRoy Naat, Firft Lord of of the Admiralty ;

e Ram
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RBM C!ﬂtl RO}, Archbxﬂ;qp of Camerbury 3
Ram Cunt Vencra, Lord Chancellar; , . -
_7uggut Seaf, Paymafter of the Forces; * -
And fo down to 2 Grqom of the Stole.

" 1 fay that our Statefmen would laugh at me,, i 1
were to propofe fuch a plan. I with 1 could have’
Jaughed at them, when they fent.an arrangement

«equally ridiculous to govern Bengal. General Cla-

vering was net by half fo goed an officer as Typod

Saib, nor Colonel Monfon half {o wife as Nobb

Kiflen—Though Philip Francis may have been as

great a knave as Juggut Seat.—What is that to the

purpofc ? Scoundrels are. plenty asrats in all coun-

trics 3 there is no lack of them.—But this { am fure
-of, my lit of minifters would be as capable of con-

du&ing the affairs of this government, by the help

of the underftrappers in the public offices, as the

others were to do the fame duty at Bengal. if our
provinces abroad, are to become finecures, for the

love of gaodnefs, let the officers who are to tug
the labeuring oar, be educated in fome fuch man-
aer as the Company’s fervants .are mow from their

childhoed up—And then any perfon may ge out,

aerely to reccive the reward of their fecret frvices
at home.

Scueming I find is catching. 1 have another
ftarted up in my mind ; and with as much truth
as ever Mr. Edmund Burke poflefied, 1 declare,

that
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‘that foﬁ?:r it to the Public dog l:hoapg xf no( ane
" der prmie cof, as'a {cheme of economy: ac the
fame time I pledge myfelf, with" as folemn 2 look,
" and as grave a face, as-the orator is went to do,
* that neither myfelf, my brother, B Ign, nor .my
:ouﬁ», ‘will benefit fixpence from it. Iﬁ,ak: minif-
try ‘will make me paymater of the forces znﬁingal
_ or give me a pcnﬁon, for my plan, well. 3nd
- good ; and I can affure them that I want it, as
much as any patriot in or out of their train.. It
may alfo lead to a coalition ; for money is a great
cleanfer of the optic nerves; and fo weak is poor
human nature, that I am afraid the certainty of
four thoufand pounds a year, would igduce me to
bum my book, and change my principles, There

are high pietedenlendgh ;. auckdawlors Tay, bt
Bs. ﬁxﬁicxmt to Warkant any meafure: -

It appears to me, that the Miniftry are in great
want of patronage to feed the cravmg crowa, and
- that there is little or none left but in, thc eaft; at
the fame time the Proprietars of Iﬁdna Stock, have
_ a confidence in their prefent fgi- of fervants. Now
if my plan fhould fuit the.conveniency of, and fa-

"~ ‘tisfy both partics, T'wpc to come in at leaft for a
“fopin the pani: The Bovernor of Bengal, hasa fa-
“tafy of 25,000l pit annum; the Commander in
- Chief-“600c?.” and - 10,000/, more, as. fecond in
Council ; each of the other three Council General
have 10,000/, per annurh; all this comes to
71,000/, per annum, Byt as their train of followers
are
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‘are generally “as hunury "o¥t of curs as their
~mafters, Fewill add the othef #3000/ per an-
* 'num for their, ufe. Bothfums make up what the
" eiizens.call an annual plum.  If the Miniftry will
betontent with this fum, until the end of the Com-
‘pary’s prefeat grant of the monopoly, which is, I
think; to* run until 1790, the  Expence to the
Company will be 700,000/ and as this muft above
all things be paid regularly, the Lion of the day
- will'come in for his fhare ; for no man in power
:7 Ihould difpofe of it for a greater length of time
!ﬁa"‘dae"prcfcnt year. Ifay, if this fhould be ac-
erptedo iy he pasriots of ‘ot Mt uion
éuufe for ‘dheit ?Efuﬁno fo reafonable a propd al
the Company, no doubt, will come into it; be-
caufe it would fecure to them a fet of fervants whom
they like; prevent ignorant men from being fent to
confound, perplex, and ruin their affairs; and put
an end to the eternal fcuffie amongft the ns and”
" “outs, about who fhould fend good men to Afia to

retrieve their affairs; and what is beft of gnl it
would afcertain their expences, whxch in ;hc otbcr
modc never can be known.

" "Im-the reader fhould be difpleafed w wnh the above
digreﬂion, the beft excufgl can offer i is, that fome

~" how or other, Mr, Edmund Burke came acrofs m¥A
" imagination ; and there is no fuch thing 2 as
g the affociate ideas of that great &cuc )
Epuc p!anx of cconomy. G,
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Iv 1773, Governor General Haflings, by the
treaty of Benares, added: larpely to. ths revenues.
of the Company, infomuch; that the.grafs receipts .
of revanue which paffed through the hands of Eng-
lithmen, in the Beagal provinces, and. the territo-
ries. of our allies, amounted to upwards..of four
millions fterling annually; a fum far fuperior to
the vaft expences of our pational peace eftablith-
ment, Where fuch a revenue is permanentlyfixed,
and regularly colleted, many perfans will find lu-
crative employments. How many votes in.the -
Houfe of Commons, would. not the direion of. :
fuch a revenue, procure a Minifter in this coun.. .:
try ! How many patriots would loll in theis cha-
riots, from falary, finecure, emolument of place,
and perquifite of office ?

Generat Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr,
Philip Francis, did not bring many greedy follow-
ers with them: the reafon was this; the Eaft India
Company reprobated the meafure of fending out
the principals themftlves, in the ftrongeft terms,
and of courfe took all the care they could, that as
few greedy dependents fhould go with them as pof-
fible. Some did get. out, as well with them, .as
with the Judges of the Supreme Court ; and from
thefe few favourites, fprung up the firft of our
muthroom Nabobs. - Innovation from this moment
took place of that regular fucceffion, which, in .
the Company’s fervice, had hitherto maintained .

order
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order andidifciplind.’ The. Miniftry-had, by 1t

A&d (*C Th‘“cmth Ofthe K‘iﬁgl reign* g 1) “@L Aty
lato India affairs, fnatched. the:great patronagt 't 3~

Bengal, out of the hands of the Courg of Direc-

~
i3

tors 3 and they, in their turns, wrefted out of the:. -
bands of their fervants abroad, a portion of -theirs, -

This fcuffte between the Miniftry of the Crown,
and the Miniftry of the Company, introduced ma-

ny peraicious jnnovations into the fervice. By the -

Gme A&, the confticution of the Company was
cffetually changed, from a democracy to an arif-
tocnacy, or rather an oligarchy. Inftead of twenty-
four DireGors being elected annually, . by the Pro-
prictors at large, fix only: were eleted for four

years. The'aumber of Proprietors were reduced™
one half, by raifing the fum neceffary for a quali- L

. !
fication to vote, from 500/. to a 1000/. ftock ; and |

the annual houfe lift, with which the Miniftry 'had
formerly no concern, became now intirely at theig
difpofal, The Direttors voted in for four years,
like our Members of Parliament for feven, foon
forgot, or defpifed, their conftituents, and turned
their minds to the fecuring a return in the Direc-

S

tion, when their rotation year fhould be out, by

the moft fervile obedience to minifterial mandates.

Tae nomination to writerfhips in the Company s

fervice, was claimed, and privately enforced, from, ‘
the wett end of the town. The Dxrc&ors, afraid’ to

d:ny, and unwilling to lofe their own lucrative
commgrce
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commerce that way, the numbzr of ppnual ap-
pointments was increafed, and the civil lift expen-

. oea abroad, immenfely overloaded, It wasthe fame
. with appointments of military oﬂ?ccts, even down

 to cadets 5 and the Company’s military lift of offi-

cers of all ranks, in lefs than three years, were
tnore than daubled, '

" Ir there was a Member of Parliament, nay even
a leading officer in a minifterial borough, who had
a brother, fon, or nephew, whofe extravagance
and vices made it impoffible for them to ftay at
home, the Eaft India Company muft take him off
the Minifter’s hands.” As their power and patronage
died away in the weft, their claims on the Company
increafed, until the whole filthy offal of a luxurious

and depraved nation, including fome renegado

American loyalifts, came to be exported like felons
to the Eaft Indies. Innovation, where it once en-'
ters, fpreads its infetion like a plague. The Di-
re€tors, ftripped of their official patronage by the
Miniftry; peremptorily feized that of their refpon-
fible fervants abroad. At the fame time the new
Majority at Bengal, looked over the Directors heads,
to watch the fmiles of Minifters, by whom' they
had been created, and were promifed to be fupport-

- ed. Crowds of hungry adventurers found their
-way, t0.Afa, unknown and unconne&ed with. the
- Corhpany, and brought with them orders, common-

Jy called-recommendations, rumning in thxs ftrain :
“ Sir,
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. " y‘r’:- o ' )
* « The" bearer is a near refation, or pamcular
“ friend, of my Lord Tripplevote. He muft: be
¢« ferved. A contra& will do. The man is mode-
¢ rate in his defires. Thirty thoufand pounds, in
“ three or four years, is allhe withes. ~ . -

© ¢ Yours, &t.

'« N, B. His Uncle commands four Vorcs at
« St, S:cphcn s.”

In the midft of the war, and from the tota! lofs of
America, fcores of thefe worthy characters obtain-
ed fuch kind of recommendatory orders; and to >¢
every man’s refleion I fhall leave it, to inform
him how this number will be increafed by a péace.

WEeLL may the Company complain of diftre(s
and embarrafflment in their circumftances and af-
" fairs. If war has not deftroyed them; peace will.
Let any man attend at the Eaft India Houfe, when
their annual fhips are preparing to fail, and obfervé
the crowds of fpendthrifts, fharpers, and {windlers
~ ofall forts, who are attending with recommenda-
. tions to the Diretors for appointments, of even
" for orders, to go out to India. The reafon private-
" ly affigned, is, they mult be fent out, or they'will
mo& certam]y bring difgrace bn'a woidtiy family,
by
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by meeting their deferts in being hanged at bome.
The' avenues to the Indja Houfe, are pcrfe&ly
barrlcadocd and blockcd up, by bumbailiffs, catch-
poh::, tipftaves, and fheriffs officers, and their
dark vifaged followers, watching for their Preys
infomuch, that ftrangers and foreigners, havc ofs
ten, in paffing by on court days, mijftaken the Eaft
India Houfe, for a general lock-up houfe for all
the knaves and fwindlers in the nation.

From this worthy race of emigrants, are feloct-
ed the mufbroom Nabobs; and fo numerous have
that tribe of late become, that I now take this op-
portunity to warn our merchants and tradefmen,
againft trufting of them, With all their vices,
every body allows that the Eaft Indians are good
paymalters; and I fhall prove, that the reputed
Nabobs really are fo; but under that defcription,
a-{windler, who has been in the Eaft Indies but
for a year, may return a well inftruéed mufbroom
" Nabob, and ruin thoufands; and moft earneftly I
intreat our honeft merchants and thop-keepers, not
to give credit tomen, merely becaufethey have ferv-
ed in India, before they have enquired properly,
whether the perfon is a repused or myfbroom Nabob,

Sixce 1 have been in England, I have had va-
rious opportunities of obferving an inconfiftency
in the opinions and condué of very worthy people.
In country families, an idea univerfally prevails,

that
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that the Eaft India gentlemen had made their for-
tunes abroad, by the moft cruel and rapacions a@s -
of barbantr to the poor natives ; and this their
opinion, ' fo vcry injurious to the great bulk of
Afiatic gentlemcn, had almoft induced me to have
givena it of every man who had ferved the Com-’
pany at ‘Bengal, from the year 1750, to the year
1480 ; and to have fet oppofite to their names, in
cofutnnis, the time they had ferved, the means they
had of obtaining an honeft independence, and the
reputed fortunes with which they left India; with
_fome anecdotes of their real charatters, &c. Asan
old Indian, I have a very ftrong defire of feparating
the wheat from the chaff, and fetting my country-
nreti right in their opinions of the real characters
of the gentlemen who have ferved in Afia. At
preftnt, 1 am not fully determined, and therefore
fhall go oh to obferve, that if the Englith country
geiklemen and their families, continue in their bad
opinion of the gentlemen who have ferved in Afia,
they will do well to lay by that ftrong defire, which
prevails inf every one of them, to have a fon or two, -
and perhaps a daughter, fent out to India. For if
when things were condu@ed in the manner I have
deferibed them to have been, prior to 1774, the
morals of the young men (as they would infinuate}
could not be preferved from being corrupted and
deftroyed, what chance will they ftand now, when
half the worthlefs fcoundrels in the kingdom, are.
hkcly to be fent out there, to prevent their being
_banged
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hanged ¢t home ? But, fays 3 fond moshes, my by
has had fuch excellent principles jnftilled igep- hjm,
and fo much care has beeg taken-of hig cd“gnoqa
_ that-na bad example will corrupt his merals; and
fo.fay .all methers and fatbers too; it is our geaeral
prapanfity. Nay,. | believe itis in our. very nature
to hope.the beft from the condu& af our own chil-
dren, in the fame circumftances that we thould pre;
di@ the worft to happen to thofe of our ncaghbours,
One thing I would recommend to their potice, . and
that is, that whereas the parents of the prefent re-
puted Nabobs, had as good an opinion, of :bcq-
children, as the fathers and mothers of the. rifing ~
generations, can poffibly have of theirs ; thcrcfoqc
prudence ought to ditate, though charity fhall
be quite dumb :. Thatin order to avoid the cffe@s
of the lex talionis, by the contcmporanes of their
children, belicving and reporting every idle tale
which may be invented and circulated,to their pre-
ludv:e, they fhould themfelves avoid behcvmg and
propagating the lies of the day, againft their owa.
contemporaries who have ferved in India.

THerE are a few falls, to which I beg to draw
the attention of all parents, who are aiming to have
their fons fent out to India. Since the ®ra of mufh-
room Nabobs, fome 100 or three dozen of that race
have returned to England, and figured away with
all the folly and abfyrdity of their great prototypes,
the fpurious ones, as far as their haftily acquired -

- riches
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riéhes tizvé extended, and:ate'much oftehér smif- .
taken for repusred Nabobs, ‘than' their wotthy fapes -
riors. Sinct' the importatioh of this clafs, it  has -

bées generafly reported, and as creduloufly be-

lieved, that a young man going out a2 writer-in the

Eaft India Company’s fervice, provided thathe
was fober, induftrious, and careful, might be.en-
abled, from the advantages of his rank and fitua-
tion; to return in eight, ten, or twelve years at the
very moft, with what the world notw allows to be
a decent independency, forty or fifty thoufand
pounds ; and thus do fond parents delude them-
felves into the hope, that the young Nabob abroad,
will return home in time, and with fortune fuffi-

cient to help to provide for his younger brothers

and fifters. -The laft part of the hope I would not
difcourage ; for Indians bred are generous on
principle, honour their parents, and love their re-
lations; but the time in which the fortune is to be:
made, is, ‘I fear, much too limited ; and for the
foltowing reafons. .

Tae prefent Governor of Bombay, William
Hornby, Efq. has been forty-two years in- the
Cornpany’s fervice at that Prefidency ; fome of his:
Council above thirty years; and all the others
more than twenty five ; and what will furprife much
more, the firft twenty-five fervants next below the:
Council, have been each of them more than twenty.

years in the fervice at Bombay, - - «o.iw .y st

3

AT

¢
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At Madraft, tbp prcfcnt Govemor, Lo d Ma-
- cfrmey, is olit of the quc{hon Wha;cvcr his
‘lfor&ﬂup’s abﬂfnef Trray bc, his mtroduétlon into
:\that fervice, in bar to the 1 right of fo many old fer-
“vints of die Company, was a cruel ftretch of mi-
Fifterial power: for all the members of his Coun-
cil, ‘Kave ferved the Company twenty years ; and
the Arf¥ thirty fervants immediately on the lift, next
to the Council, have ferved at the fame Prefiden-
cy, ftom ﬁftcen to rwcnty years,

AT Bengal, pcople would imagine, that, confi-
t‘ierma' ‘the maffacres of the Black Hole and Patna,
the fortune of war, and the rapid dcﬁmalon which
is fometirhes made from the unwholcfomcncfs of
the climate, and fudden acquifition .of fqrmm:
‘moving others our of the way, that the prefeny fét
of miniftering and refponfible fervants, muft be of
Thort ftanding. 'However, the fatt is jult the re-
‘verfe; for the Governor General has been thirty-
three years in the Company’s fervice. His Council
indeed are.new men ; who, like the nine of dia-
tonds, and knave of clubs, atbrag, I call makers
of mufbroom Nabobs. They have been forced on
the Company by minitterial influence, as Lord Mas
cartney was: but the twelve Members of the Board
of Trade, have ferved the Company at that Prefis
dency, from twenty to thirty years ; and the thitty
fervants next in rahk to the Board of Trade, have

begn in the fervice from fixteen to twenty years.
' ‘ - THE

o
Ve b -
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1 ﬁmﬁ may befiid of zbeCompaqj’: ﬁ)qth
Preﬁdency Fort Marlborotigh or Bencoolen, apd
of their Supercatgors at the China Fattory. The
abovc detall of abfolute faids, I taketo be the beft
thode of refutation which I could give, to innue
merable uhgenerous affcrtions; which, forthe laft

“feven years, have been impofed on the public, ree
"latlveto the tapid fortunes faid to have been acquir-
ed by the genslemen who-have ferved, and are now
fervmg, th: Baﬁ India Company in Afia. -

1 uuor cuacludc m.y obfervzuons on thc dafs
'fcrent degrees and orders of Nabobs, without:pays
ing fome frhall attention to the ng of the mufhd
room’ tribe.. ‘Philip Francis, Efq. merits every
perfomal steention from m;, that it can poffibly bé
in my power to pay him. .This gentleman i went
outofhxsmytodo mcagmumjury He jnvented
4 moft impudeat falthood againft me, and caufed
it o be-eatered on she face of the Eaft India Coms
pany’s records, where it now remaias. uncancelleds
I have called upon him to fupport his affertions
with' proef,, or candidly ta recall tiem. He will'do
heither,; -1 have, therefore, aright to addrefs my<
R1F to bim:in the moft pointed manner : for I own
ther i it: .does notfmsfy me, that:he has been guilty
of the fame bafeand mean conduét towards my bets
tevs. _This gentleman was a clerk in one of the
mg)lm offices, and in .pafling accounws, became.
nfeful to tho. great contrattor Calcrafé,. (s gehoiné
Sidw B German
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German atwmy Nibob, if the making an' immenfe-
fortune, nobody caa.tell how, implies one) Het
was brought forward as a proper afliftant, to be-
joined with. General: Clavering and Col, Monfon,:
as a Bengal Counfellor. He fubmitted, ab other
men of his ftamp.often.do, to bear a. rider ;. that
is,. to have fome other minifterial tool faddled on:
him, for one fourth of his falary during his ftay
abroad. When he lefe England, the Eaft lIndia
Company fupplied . him with money to pay his
debts, . which money he had to repay in.India. His
vanity was fo prevalent, and his- mearmefs fo gteat,.
that he fell into contempe with évery homeft ‘mamr
in the fettlement. Some "few informers and fyco«
phants, were the only perfons thtat would keep:
him compady.- One of them, thougls.in the Coms
pany’s fervice, ftooped to become his pimp. They
were both caupht in-the houfe of a married -man;.
on a concetted plan of debauching his wife, The
gentleman’s fervants fecured M®-Francis to a chdir;,
with intent to keep: him until their mafter theuld:
come home 3 but he Zelswed and roared out in:
fuch a daftardly manner, that the neighbouring:
gentlemen came to-his relief, and in confideration
of his rank and ftation in the fettlement, releafed
him, For this gentleman-like action, he was fued:
in the Suprerhe Court, and caft in 5000/, damages,.
with cofts of fuit. He was mean beyond all de-
fcription: in his conduét, infomuch, that he firft
invited people to live with him, and thea charged
- them:

\
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thim wwh their proportionof houfckeeping. Fnfhort,
he was held in fuch general contempt, that it would
appear inviduous even in me, who have been fo
hafsly wkd by him, to rclate the well astefted anec-
dotes of his confummate.meaanefs. But his rank
obliged hist o live in a ftile which, in a country
Jike that of Bengal, confumed .great part of his
ofienfible income : The payment of the rider’s al-
lowance, - and the {fupport:of a very numerous fa.
mily in thés country, muft have confumed the re-
mainder. If then this man has momey, he beft
knows how he came by it, nor will any body envy
him ¢the pofleficn. He ufed to file, himfelf the
Jifth pars of a King: I have done more for him,
and placed him-at the head of the upfart, or muyfb-
resm Nabobs. Heaven knows that race has multi-
piied pradigioufly, infomuch, that they have nearly
dekroyed 3l diftinQion of Afiatic. charatter, and
for that reafdn, amongft others, I have been indu-
ced to clafs®hem ; and leaft the reader fhould not
scoolect them, I will recapitulate the feveral de-
grees, and their prc(ent heads, or Prefidents.

Loan Clive, of immortal memory, was the ﬁrﬁ,
and only ganuine and true Nabab,

Geazrat Richard Smith, Chairman asd Prefi~
dent of the fpurioys clafs of Nabobs, Thefe (thank
God) for the honour of our country, and of thehu-
man race, are nQt pumerous ; but they make up

Fa2 in

'“)(
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o bufkic,» imTpusienca,, sad; wclsht. af el what
Shep R ARhEY, (o s -
l( 2q0.; d - L " e RS A
.:'Enn rWG‘ Nabobs are thc moﬂ: num;ro\u
body:-v .and ngw that 'the nation.in eyery. part,
Ssiotlondyd . Wales, and: Freland : mcludad. hgvehad
" dull thsne:ra be cowvinced of the generad and true
fiamy of charaler, which this elafs of. gmtlcmen
.ssfetve in; focietyy I baldly refer to thelrcxpcuenct
-of shem for the decifion. . Should our prefent vios
-leat paflipn fos. inaovation. continue, and Englifh
- yhert desermineg, that.as:the empire becomes. lcfs;
wee suapt:mere metpbers.to reprefent ws-in Parha«
soment; amonglk-osher-clafies of mem, § {09 pot why
. #be-rrpused Nbabs fhould not have twp members
. z0.reprofencthem: In thag cafe, I pxogofc Gavers
nor John Cactiers By, of Bedgebury, in Kent, for
the civilians, and General Joe Smtth, Eﬁ; of Bath,
. fyr the military order. . .
o . ‘
Asto :he up(hrt tribg, .or ¢lafs of mg&rm Na.
.- hiobs; .they have a. king already, in. Mr. Philip
.. Francis, like thejr: hpneft predatory. brcd:rcn, the
- gipfies 5 -nor do 1 knpw a more worthy member, Mr.
. .C. Goring (the- evidencs whom exen Mr, Bwke
. - bluthed for) would not,- I.fuppofe,. coutcﬁ it. with
.. him: However, 83 sruch may be, fatd on both 5
. idot, Al not stegids the matter,, byt leave ic o - - - 4
-uthe wpfbars. tribe. toydmmnne, wh:tb;ervgggpsh __j
- o0 MroGasieghall. by their I;gtgfcnﬁat,wg.
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s £HACRVE RS Bmght 9 aloheswuriges
zuine Nabob, at the head of ¥his HRt, fo Govetnor
General Ha{hngs, equally unfupported, brings up\/
the rearhs s Biwple’ NaboB: Vowever; ay disl laft |
géntlédian id R abroad, T airi in hepes thiat means
‘will be'ufed, o check and conwowl his beaetiotent
'dlfpoﬁﬁon in fuch 2 mamner, a¢ that 16 et inay
be favéiout of his ‘ample ‘Blaiy; -ds ‘wilk enable
‘him to bring home fufficienit!s live decamly on,

" tithout danger of becoming c!mgweubleu' ‘the pae
#ith, 'This gentleman biight v6 be-held "up #3n
‘exampl 7% farrorem, to'dlifiiture Goveraors hvin-
dia, ta'induce them, in'tii&, to wie:tare, 'and

" thoofe the bhét fide of the altérmagive, bmined

" %o theit option by the good people of this :councry,

viz., togh i money, and % He called knm~*or-te

:‘,com&ﬂdme poor, and he deem:df»b' o L (&

. . SR

Ir 1 was not anenemy to cgotlfm, I lho\ﬁd ﬁnd

a rank for myfelf'; for my cafe is curious and fin-

gular) eonﬂdcnhg that I s thircy years in-India,

" .and now write this in a one eyed garret, fixty Reps

" from the ground, and the ladder taken away. The

<xperience 1 had in fo long @ coutfe of time, viz.
> from 1550 to 1780,induces me to think that1 could
give fome good ‘advice§ but then I am chiecked

' again, from refeing, that advice in i’ nature, is

" Tike tar ‘Water, which many-recommend, but no-

" body will take. Howevet, T will vemtuge af ‘one

fimpfe dofe, which, whether taken or aet)vwill do

&0 harm, fhould it do no good,

‘ ) SeRIOUSLY
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- SerrousLy and pofitively, it is my opinion, that
in order to govern fuch parts of the EaftTndies as
we may retain, properly, and to make it truly
wfeful to this country, the men who are intended
to govern it, both civil and military, fhould be
trained up from early youth in that country, as was
the cafe formerly. Had our governors in the weft,
been all Americans born, and Governor General
Haftings not been interrupted in the manner that .
he was, by the fending out of th- obftinate and
vindi@ive General Clavering, the impatient and
farcaftic Colonel Monfon, and the artful and felf-
interefted Philip Francis, to difturband thwart all
his meafures in the manner that they did, for years
together, our empire would not have been difman-
tled in the weft, nor our power in the eaft, thaken
to its foundation, as it has been, in confequence

of the furious divifions in the General Councxl at
Bcngal

I rear that the full grown ftatefmen of this
Ifland, are now too much corrupted, to be trufted,
with fafety, in the governmentof our foreign pof-
feflions. One of my reafons for making the above
affertion, is this : General Clavering, at the time
he left England, was reckoned to be as honeft a
man as any in it; but it was one of his maxims, and
he often declared it, never to truft any man in pub-
Jic office, with the care, or difpofal, of public pro-
PeIty s for that all the men whom he had ever

known

[ 3



(&3

%known in office, were moft abominably corrypt,
~without a fingle exception. Wcrc fuch fentiments
proper for a man ta poffefs, who was intended to
have ruled over ten millions ofpeaple? I think
not : And’I am convinced, that had General John
-Clavering lived to have come to :the government
of Bengal, his reign would ‘have exhibited fcenes
-of the moft-fufpicious-and brutal tyranny. Had Mr.
Philip Francis come to the government, he would
thave gone to the other extreme ; for his ‘maxim
was that of ¢ Live and let live’ How it fhould
dave entered into the heads of our Minifters, that
a mercantile kingdom can beft be managed by a mi-
Fitary head, is to me-aftonithing ; all experience,
all hitory, -cries aloud againft the political abfurdi-
ty. General Elliot mounted frem Calpe into the
segions of fae ; yet at Bengal, with nothing but
anilitary ideas in his head, he might have been im-
pofed en, deceived, and betrayed, by the meft
worthlefs and contemptible ef the human race, as
General Clavering moft certainly was. About a year
tbefore the General died, Colonel Monfon had fallen
a prey to vexation, affifted by the unhealthinefs of
the climate. This circumftance giving back the
majority, and of courfe the government, into the
‘hands of Mr. Haftings, the General had time to
“cool and refle@. He faw the million crowd to the
Govcrnor General’s levee, whilft his own was left
almoft defolate : nor was a man to be feen about
hxm, buta few dcfpcratc mformcrs, fuc}a as La-
©.cam,



€ &8 )
am,, Goring,: Wadfworsh,- and twa.onthine:maoe
of the Gme ftamp < whilf. the: oalymen por thaagn-
ed.ip their attention and. bebrviout shwards: hitog:
w3t the Governor Generaly aod hix: fhicsd Covne;
fellor Barwell, ﬂHSrhiQﬁh%hW? fpiriz fcofild sot:
ftoop to.own that:he had been deecivad, ! -Difageo
pointment had foured his mind, and togtrro piveas:
his gpnftitution. He broke oby, in boilsalkaves hia:
body, and in-the fearching and tryieg .month. of:
Augnft, fell a facrificetp violsace, obftinack, ando
mifipformation s; leaving in qlegacy: Jo his Sriehd :
Mur:r Frangis, his opmity: to: :Ganeotor, (Gegarals
Haflings,: whem.he gonldinot fargite, bt chale e
had, mof} cruclly. injwsedsPeage bsiltaphia ganesd:
I hope shat our rylegsiwill thinkibow metchihed!
been loft in.fo.thort:a time,. asjdtenefly aditlsidy.
expericnce. If Govesnor- General Hiafiings Maitheen:, -
gujlty of any ack of delinguency,! st leaigive-hiso-
a:.f?i.r.'g"@‘{ and not drag him swdy:with dithonpuft
from, a-fation, whichras hins fb-loeg and ably ik
ed, merely becaufe an orator by trade, and his a4
nourable friend, as he calls him, the Prefident of
the College of fpuriaus Nakobs, “will ;be. grecibed
b." !}lS\tﬂl{lOVﬂ. I T R R LRSS (
CFomr o afLomny 0 Lo tami ot
-No daubt but that there is fomeshing : ongdnbes,
Y0Us jn national geflzQionss nd 1 welk remebbesyi)
thet oy impatience yndss theappellation of. Tiaffeyjo
coft.ms; in.my yoynger days,: many;a blaody nofa i
howsyers an. Alggic, fxmaamomcmarf
. ' tho:
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thofe infismabie “hambors B fode Tdw BF°
othee; T feelddrurt at the' cbiming inSffremeiarane
moft the whole Bnglifli Senate, as to our cofternd”
in:Afia; whilft & Scotch Lawyer; and an Irifli “Pa¥
trios, ‘iffe& ¢o be fo much agitaied, and appatently’
conccthed,’ for vonfequences in that quarter of the-
empire. “To convince us of their difintereftednef3:
in chis bufinefs, I think Mr, Burke would do welt’
v rpcall-is coufin, My. William Burke, from ‘the

cburt of a"Prince, where he can have no poffiblé
right © be, buc with permiffion of the Eaft India
Company, dating the terin of theit charter. The

foty ofMr.~Bdmund Burke, having about two
ytars:uga, &pplied to, and' obtained: from ‘Lord’
- Nodelipdewers:df ¢redeace for his coufin’s intro-
dedtiowitos tBe* Tanjorean 'Rejah, appears almoft’
impoiBk.seAivd 1 coodd with thit the Lord” A&
vodste wouRl:give fome beeter proof of his diﬁhtc’xj- :
cftednefi in the affait, than that of taking fo much”
peis ¢o'puth forward s countryman and frichd of
his' dupc .. v e o TN D t -

(Lo R ¥

1 Nxrug s philofophers. fay, that thére i¢ in every i
particle of matter of which this world is ¢ompofed,’
fome fmall portion of that a&ive element, fire;
andrbdelicve thar: fn Ul bediés politic, compofe
thens kow you wil, there-thuft exift forte particles”
of ey ~ In-order to inveRigate an intricdte df-’
faic)fally-anid spropérly, | Colnmittees are" fotthed”
fdothiopurpofe.  Wiks: théit repores 4t nlide’ts

W the
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the body from whom they. were. detached, credic,
0o doubt, fhould be given to the fentiments of a
majority of the Committge ; but furely. the fupe-
riority of obtaining information on all the circum-
ftances, docs not imply that their judgements
thereon, are infallible ; in particular, if it fhall be
obferved, that the minds of the Chairman, and
other leading members of the Committees, have
been by any means warped to the prejudice of in-
dividudls, whofe conduct they have had in charge
10 examine. lt is the opinion of the Right Hon:
Edmuod Burke, that “ our natural difpofition leads
< all onr emquirices rasber to perfons than to things.”
He has himfelf proved the afiertion to be true, in
labouring through more than half a dozen volumi-
nous reports at the Sele& Committee, without hav-
ing been able for a moment, to tear himfelf from
the purfuit of perfonal invective, fo as to purfue
the true line of public duty. What have the Houfe
heard or learned from him, and his honourable
friend the General, but elaborate commendations
" of each others abilities, {naufeous beyond all pa-
rallel,) and violent Philippics againft Governor
General Haftings, and others, whom the honour-
able Chairman confiders to be his private enemies 2
Notwithftanding this, how does the honourable
gentleman take fire, when charged with a fadt
which nobody denies; that of reftoring men to of-
fice difmifled by his predeceflors, without afligning
any reafon. After this, is he the .man who fhall
_—_ " throw

3
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throw the figft fione at a chardter'fuch as that of

Governor Haftings, whilft he is out of ell pem.
bxhty of anfwenng for himfelf? :

In 1792 and 1773, the xme&ivsdf the Com-
mittee’s managers were more geserdl,  General
Burgoyne, one of the Chairmen, declared, that
the Indians ina lump, were rotten to, the very core,
Such general expreffions fuited well 'with- the then
défigns of the Miniftry : They werte aiming at the
whole patronage of Afia; and therefore, to damin
the Company and their fervants in a -body, weré
-the orders given out by the wanaging party, to
their mouth-piece, Burgoyne. 'Poor man! how
has he fince had caufe to deplore the influence of
the very men;, whofe dirty jobs he undertook
forward and direét! How forely has he felt the
thafts of calamny, fhot off by minifterial toels,
againft his own condu& in America! In fuffering
his impetuofity, and to great contempt of his ene-
my, (a great faultin a General,) to hurry him
into that peculiar fituation, where to advance, or
to retreat, ‘wasequally impoffible ; where to fight,
was to commit murder; and where-to furrender 2
‘Jarge, well armed, well difciplined army, to @
mere boorifh militia; with ftaved and pitchforks,—
was no difgrace. The rotten Indians, as he called
us, in compliance to the will of his mafters, have
‘pitied his miéfortunes, and blamed the men who
sefufed him a hearing in felf dcfence,

How
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-1 FAQW nomud and dire®, were &he gucnc; put by
the Eqmmittec of 2772, ¢ the Chau'man of the
Sek&t Cqmmtttcc oﬁ 1782 1= Had you any con.
“ corp in the migt? In. what rupees did you pey )
“ the Kiog his tribute ; . —The anfwcr; that were
given tofuch clear and fimple querics, would have
done honour to the firft bora fon of Loyola; and
marked General Smith in a particular manner, for
san -hopaurable friend to the Right Honoucable
Mr Edmund Burkc For ten, years aftcrwards,
we find him. placed in the fame chau;, dlre&mg a
Commmec, in pur(uxt of the fame “‘game, aided
 and affifted by thc vc:y ﬂght ‘honourable gentlc-

- ARy wha, in the moﬁ: pqmted a  terms,
in his Obfcrvanqns on a late Sqn Nation,
above reﬁcﬂod to,. condemned ‘the ondu&

of t!pe former Commmccs,, why, .. .-.- as. tbcy
. Were, n;portcd in gcncral terms, the evxdcnce
thgy hnd fcccxved, without ﬂ;oopmg ® gro&nbc

Tax fuddcn !eyoluqoas in human aﬂ'au-s. are
fubjc& matter for obferva;mn to all orders of fo-
ciety. Churchmen lament, and call them pun-
- ifhments infliGed by, Heaven, on wilful fipners.
Hluquophcts mgarcl:lam ay marks held out by
)~ Proyidence, ta ﬁgmfy the vanity of all world-
. iy -poffefions. . Politicians watch thqt crifis,
and turn them to their own advanuge. Bar-
‘ berg
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l}:_erguboys rclate thcm m an attuéhve tone of

from' the pﬁcfﬁing cHuvia SY'ﬁlthy Yuds, Hnd ask

ture oﬁ)ia‘hzofs. Even 'y have been anruled By

them; and” with hone *more ‘than the particlar
_ eondué of particular Commilttees of tbcHoulé of

Commons, a( different penods, on the fxmefub-

je&t

T uap alway: confideréd’ 4 cenfare o! :he Hotﬂ'e
of Commons of England, as & Very ferious thitigs
infomuch, ‘that a inan who fhouid be fo u‘nﬁaﬁ?y
asto have been’ fo cenfuréd by the reprefentatives
of the peop'fc, in Parliament affembled, would
be in, ‘much’ fuch a fituation, as a perfon in the
days of Henry Tl. when he had been excommutii-
" cated by the church ; but1 find that I have been
mxﬁﬂ:en ‘it bperates rather as a letter of récothe
"mendation in his favour. The truthis, the jugglihg
tricks of the church, were {o often applied to ferve
fattious purpofes, and that fo often repeated, to
the injury and ruin of individuals, that it came at
laﬂ: tg be defylfed-And the credit of certain

) Qém‘bhcs, by purfuing " fimifar meafutcs, may
colm[? to ﬁlarg the fame fare : " .

’(;“‘qu hrcat of General Knchard Smith, whenius

be ! cYuéE xn “Leadenhall-Street, induiced: the Pro-

nctors rr? aft India Sto\:k to ﬂ:ou?."ﬁt\’ﬂ Biit! of

‘ ?e i ufe, of Complaining 'of them' & hndéher

h SUAIARVDS fiv s i) 61 fvae il ‘ﬁhce
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phace, has been ‘tarricd - imto' exeentions; bire. to
what effe@ ! The wote. . secall Gowernor . Haf+
tiags, which was abetted by 2.fmail. majority: of
the DireGors, a Court of Propristors, ini g majos
rity of feven: to ene, obliged: them to refcind 3
And the premature introduction of the feventh res
port of the Scle@  Committee, with the view w keep
Mr. Sulivan and Sir William James, out of the
Direétion, operated more than any other caufe, to
the fecuring of their edection,. Flow tevrible is it to
feo the eredit of fuch » body. degraded ta fo vile.a
ufe, aad their:{fenatonial-dignity debmfed, by anin.
terférence: with the fations of Leadenhall-Street.:

)

GovervNor General Hiftings having been in the
Eaft India Company's fervice thirty-three years;
and Governor Generalof Bengal, by appointment
of 'the legiflative powers of this country, nine
years; and the powers given to him by the ftate at
firfk,: havitig been three times renewed by as many
feveral A&;s of Parliament, it is not wonderful thar
he fhould have very numerous enemias. Forit is .
semark, not much to the credit of human nature,
I muft own, that the -friends made by a-maa ‘in
high ftacion, are apt to wear out whilft they expeét
his removal ; on the reverfe, his enemies endure
for ever. This obfervation, if trae, and I fear
that it is but te0. much fo, added to the numbers
who ase gaping for fomething which the remosal

;. of
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of fich a smarr would- fupply, will acedunt for mz+
ny of them. But I fhould imagine that a man's
enemies, created: by the above two caufes, though
numerous and -powerful, would not becore fo
very altive and-- perfevering, as for the laft nine
years, thofe of Governor Haftings have fhewn
themfelves. Irideed, I am convineed, that excepe
they had been joined by another fort of entmy;
muck more “vindi&ive and perfevering than the
other two forts; they never would have given him
and- his friends; Jo much trouble to expofe 'and
erufh them, as ‘they have now almoft done, by
weight of argument, of ‘truth, . and of juftioe:
This laft order of encmies to the:Governor Gene
ral, have grown out' of a very fingular circum.
ftance, neither more nor lefs than this, that -Mr.
Haftings fudied his pofitics in Afia, and notin
Europe. Ia order'to explain fully and cleady,
the truth of the above aflertion, to my readers;
they muft indulge me in-2 littke digreffion.. Iwilk
not wander long, ner quit themain object but for 2
moment, and, as ufual, confine the inftances in proof
of my prermfes, to very few.

Permaps there is ‘not-2a man in the world, fx
well verfed in human affairs as Mr. Haftings,.
whofe manners and habits of life, converfation,:
-addrefs, ‘and amufements, are {o fimple, fo plain,-
fo. void of art, vanity, oftentation, and pride:;
This fanplicicy i all his a&ions, is fo nptoriod,

< that
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that two great travellers of bigh fawe, Major Bagps,
and Mr. William Mackintofh, the author of
Travels in Europe, Afia, and Africa, -(beth. of .
whom found their way to Indis, nobody there
could tell how,) conceived him at firft to be a fopl,
and bave fince conflantly reprefented him to be a
knave—For the fame reafon that the French dan~
cing-mafter faw nothing great in the Earl of Ox-
ford—For Mr. Haftings could neither gamble
nor lie.—~How then can a man be a good Gover-
mor without fuch qualifications, any more than a
Lord a good Minifter, who could never be made
to dance a minuet? Mr. Hart was unknown in
the Queen’s time, who has fince made fo excellent
& minuect dancer of General Dick Smith ; and even
he never ventured to fport one at Court; though
he often made himfelf the ridicule of every boy in -
Calcutta, by his attempts that way. In oratary,
Mr. Burke’s leflons have equally failed him ; and
I much fear, that his patriotifm will fhortly fink
into equal contempt,

- East India affairs, like all other human affairs,
are in continual rotation. Some years after Mr.
Haftings had been Governor of Bengal, the Mi-
nifters fet the Company to whirl round on Arifto-
cratic pins. It was his duty, it was his habit, to
correfpond with the Diretors -of the Company’s
affairsin a body. He knew them not, nor fought
be to know them, as individuals, Whoever nught

whirl
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whirl im, : orwhitl\008," was nothing to him. The
Compaily - was- always the fame; and his publie
fentithents «were: addrefled: to -the whole body of
twenty-four, "as his'private-or political ones, o the
Chdirman and Deputy Chairman for the time be-
ing; as ever has been the cuftom of the fervice,
without even enquiring who the'identical Chairman,
or his Deputy, were. As a' body, they were his
maftérs ; asindividuals, he felt himfelf their fupe- .
rior. ‘The duties of his Ration he underftood, and
putfued with fpirit anddiligence ; nor had time, or
.intentiof1, to pay court to a fet of men, whom he nei-
ther knew; nor withed to know, in any other point
- of view, than as the Dire&ors of a great national
Company, whefe firft minifterial fervant abroad,
he }nmfelf was.

Ox fuch noble, honef, and difi ntereﬁed prin«
ciples, the Governor General performed his
duty. ‘But this negle@ of little and low perfonal
- politics, gave offence to fome flies on the wheelin
Leadenhall-Street. They could not brook that the
Governor General of Bengal, fhould not appear to
feel their confequence, as much asan under clerk
at the India Houfe, and pay court accordingly;
and to this negle&, hc owes the rancour and oppo-
tion of a party in the Diretion.

Fax fame kind of inattention, loft him the good

opinion of a Right Honourable Orator. When
T G Mr,
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‘Mr. William Borke firft found his way into the
Carnatic, (though I can confider him in no other
point of view, than a2 mufhroom Nabob adventu-
rer, fuch as his great coufin firft appeared in 'this
country, when picked up by the Marquis of Rock-
ingham,) had Governor Haftings fent for him to
Bengal, and addrefled him in manner following,
(as he moft certainly would have done, had he been
- educated at St. Stephen’s.)—¢ Welcome to Ben-
gal, Sir.—Very glad to fee you, Sir.~=Your name,
Sir, Burke, if ‘I miftake not.—Coufin to the great
Statefman, as I have heard.—~Great man! O very
great man !~=Sublime and beautiful! Wonderful
performance! Prodigious work |—Your Coufin
was well I hope, Sir, when you heard-from him
laft.—Bufy, no doubt ; earneft to fave the fiate.
Great man!—I have read his concilatory plan.
Heavenly thought! What a pity not attended to !
But when will Britain’s friends have fway ! —I have
all his fpeeches, all his political tra&s, regularly
fent me; have drawn much information from
them in my government of Afia.—Prodigious
genius !—But that great man ftooping to write
pamphlets, is, methinks, like Raphael painting apo-
thecaries pots !—Come tomakeany ftay with us, Sir *
I hope you are.—You may command me, Sir.—
You correfpond with your Coufin, no doubt.—Can
1 be inftrumental in forwarding your difpatches ?—
€ommand me, Sir, in that, orany other thing.—
Shall be'made quite happy, in having an oppor-

tunity
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tunity to commence a correfpondence with that
wonderful ftatefman, by covering your remarks
on this country to him.—~Will a contra& fuit you,
Sir >—We haye a commiffarythip now vacant,—
Command me, Sir.—A cover at my table, Sir,
always at your fervice.—Always expeé to fee you,
Sir.—Great man, your Coufin ; very great man !
&c. &c.”—But the honeft mind of Mr. Haftings,
is above all fuch dirty work. He took no more
porice of the adventurer, William Burke, than of
Major Baggs or William Mackintoth ; for which
negle@, the orator has abufed him as much, as
either of the others, and with as little effe&.

.THe laft inftance 1 fhall produce of the Gover-
not’s creating himfelf enemies, is in the General
of the Committee, the Prince of fpurious Nabobs.
When that mighty man commanded the Bengal
army, it fuited his purpofe to reprefent Sujah ul
Dowlah, Nabob of Oude, to the Governor and
Council in Calcutta, to be fo powerful and daring
a Prince, as 1o inducethem to continue a large

_third of the Bengal army in the Vizier’s domini-
ons; the payment of which, and the King’s tri-
bute, amounting to half a million fterling annu-
ally, paffed through the General’s hands; very
much to his private advantage, but to the ruin of
Bengal, from whence the money was drawn, never
to return. The impolitic and ruinous tendency
of fuch heavy drains of fpecie, out of our own

G 2 provinces,
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provinces, Governor Haftings faw, and foon afeer
his coming to the government, put 2 ftop to it;
and at the fame time difcovered, that the General's
bugbear, or rather cat’s paw, the Vizier Nabob,
Sujah ul Dowlah, was the moft contemptible of all
Royal poltroons. This inadverteat, and unintend-
ed fatire, on the General’s penctration, has embit-

tered him againft Mr. Haftings; (a gentleman, |
by-the bye, whom General Smith has never feen.)
To this circumftance, and his being a friend of
Mr. Sulivar, the Governor General owes the rank
enmity of this man. To fum up the whole, Mr.
Haftings has no other enemies, but a party in the
Direétion, who think their dignity flighted, be-
caufe he will know them only in their official, and
not individual capacity ; the great patriotic ora-
tor, from the other fide the water, General Richard
Smith, and the three great rambling adventurers,
William Burke, William Mackintoth, and Major
Baggs. It would be difficult to find another enemy
that Mr. Hattings has, at home, or abroad, wortb
notice : for I own I believe that Mr, Farrer, and
Mr. C. W. B. Rous, are more the friends of Mr.
Francis, thanthe enemies of Mr. ‘Haftings. At the
fame time it is fhocking to think, how two men,
who, from their confciences, knew better, could
permit the diabolical infinuations, relative to the
trial and execution of Nundcomar, to pafs into the
report of a certain Committee, without protefting
againft them, Their fo doing has, howgyer, damned
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them in my opinion ; for fuch treatment of an .ab-
fent and innocent man, is, in my judgement,. worfe
than murder. I know that they privately declare,
that the orator drew"them up, but that is no excufe
for their letting them palfs.

" From thc recapture of Calcutta n 1757, t0 the
acceflion of Governor Haftings in 1772, there
were but four Governors of Bengal, except Lord
Clive, who were properly appointed by the Com.
pany. The reftoration of .Governor Drake, and
the very fhort reign of Mr. Holwell, having bcen
purely accidental, I do not reckon them.

Tue four gentlemen were Governor Vanfit-
tart, Governor Spencer, Governor Verelft, and
Governar Castier, who jointly held the govern-
ment eight or nine years. The two firft-are dead,
and their families have been but too well convia-
ced, by the very fmall fortunes which they left,
that acquiring money was a fmall part of their
ftudy. The two latter are now alive, and I with [
could fay, that their fortunes are greater than, from
my knowledge of the difintereftednefs of the men,
1 tear them to be. .But the moft fingular part of
ghe ftory is this; they all fall under the de-
feription of reputed Nabobs ; and I boldly affirm,
that .the amount of the money remitted to
this country, by the whole four on their own ac-
count, did not amount to a fum equal to what Ge-

neral
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neral Richard Smith accumulated and remitted
by the Company’s cafh, in the fhort fpace of three
years, whilft in command of the army. He there-
fore, on more accounts than one, muft be content
that I place him at the head of the fpurious Nabobs.
No wonder then, that the honourable gentleman
reprobates all his old affociates and conneétions,
and fets himfelf up for a patriot of the firft head.
That he, and his right honourable friends, Mefirs:
Fox and Burke, compofe a noble triumvirate, no-
body will deny—A man muft look back to a pe-
riod juft before the birth of Chrift, to match them,
However, I beg leave to give him a hint. His
friend, Philip Francis, is a wife man, and I be-
lieve, a better economift than himfelf. He carried
a rider on his back, when he went to India before;
and having had a leaf out of Calcraft’s book, did
not fpend his time idly whilft he was there. Gene-
ral Clavering and Colonel Monfon wrangled, the
firft for the chair, and the fecond for the command
of the army. Philip held the balance, and milked
the cow. The vanity of the man will carry him
great lengths. The government of Bengal is worth
three years purchafe, to a man fo well verfed in the
ways and means of that country. Reynard is
hungry; the grapes have long been four ; and an
early fevere winter may ruin all again. Poor Paddy
haslately loft his mafter,and Paddy muft eat. Mind
what I fay; coalefce with Philip, and agree in
time. The Lord Advocate’s plan of Governor

and
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and General both in one, romantic as it is, may
prove a bar to your hopes. Do not hefitate. Down
with the roleaus, Mafter Mite, down with the
roleaus. Philip and you, by fharing the {poil, may -
afford a good purfe. Mind what you are about :
The great prize Bear, Haftings, is almoft run
down ; do not let him ehfcapc,‘ whilft you quarrel
about the fkin. Thefe things are beft managed in
a thin Houfe. Summer approaches, and Members
fly off like Swallows. Mind what I fay; tofs the
qorthern cur a fop.—Coalefce, coalefce, and per-
“fevere.—Country gentlemen are fick to loathing,
at theeternal jingle of India affairs: rather than be
teized with them through another feffions, they
would pafs a bill.to declare Afiaindependent. This
your friend, the great orator, knows. He owes
every particle of his fuccefs in life, to long winded
teizing. If you let the prefent opportunity flip,
you are undone for ever. A diffolution may hap-
pen; think of that, Mafter Matthew, think of
that. Never more fhall you find the way to Afa
through Leadenhall-Street ; the leap muft be made
from St. Stephen’s Chapel, or the game is up.

Tue above long-winded paragraph may found
like rant ; but there is fometimes truth in jeking.
Never, fure, were people fo mifled by words, as
the good folks of this nation: When #fhall we be
wife ? The Lord Advocate honeftly confefles, that
an forming his Afiatic Bill, he has taken no advice,

. and
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and I confcientioufly believe him. Such great
ftatefmen as he, and the Right Honourable Mr.
.Burke, want no advice. Their ideas of legiflation
are perfect, and their bill, will equally fuit the
wilds of Siberia, mountains of Africa, deferts of
Arabia, or fertile plains of Hindooftan. Englith
AG@&s of Parliament, are abfolutely the worft ma-
nufa&ure the kingdom has to export: they are
made up of fuch difcordant atoms, that they will
‘not operate to any advantage, in any climate but
“that in which they are fabricated. My great bope
is, that the number of cooks will fpoil the broth,
and that ultimately, we fhall do nothing more in
India affairs, than that of granting the Company
immediate relief, by a vote of credit, and wait with
patience, to fee the effets of the Judicature Bill,
the Ten Years Charter Bill, and of the late Peace.

I Have fpent the better half of my life in Afia;
and know not how to exprefs my difguft, at the idea
" of forming Bills in an Englifh Parliament, for the
interior government of Hindooftan. Let the Lord
Advocate fuppofe Hyder Ally feated in his Durbar,
forming a code of laws to govern England; and
fome part of the abfurdity will ftrike him. Moft
certain I am, that the great warriors and ftatefmen
all over India, confider Mr. Haftings, next to
Lord Clive, to be the greateft man of our nation,
that ever was amongft them : And if their genius
Jed them to execute political prints, I am confident
they
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they would reprefent him as a lion, with'his teesh
drawn, and claws pared to the quick : or perhaps

as a man capable of every thing, but thh his hands
tied behind him. . .

THrerE are two things which all the patriots and
lawyers in England, would never be able to make
the Afiatics underftand the meaning of. The
firft is what we mean by the expreflion Civi/ Li-
bderty : the fecond is, how a government can be fo
conttituted, that the firft magiftrate” fhall be ac-
countable for meafures which he does not dire&t.
Ever fince the year 1774, they have been con-
ftantly told, that Governor General Haftings had

‘done fuch things, that he would moft certainly be
recalled by the expeéted thipping ; and that extra-
ordinary farce'is kept up to this moment. Let Eng-
lithmen boaft of the wifdom of their rulers, if they
pleafe ; but if fuch another inftance of want of

-real wifdom, is to be found on the records of any
nation in the'world, than am I miftaken.

Tue Lord Advocate is a man of great reading,
-and much oblervation. I would afk him whether
in the interior parts of the Highlands of Scotland,
there do not exift clan prejudices, and local habits,
that bid defiance to all written law, and to pre-
ferve which, the natives would rifk every thing,
even life itfelf? If this is the cafe "in our own
Ifland, how much ftronger muft habits and preju-

dices
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dices exift amongft 2 people, who differ from us
in every human idea of religious and civil legifla-
tion! There are thovfands of farmers iviog in
villages in the provinces of Hindeoftan, fituated
on a fmall fpot of rifing ground, in the midft of
vaft cultivated plains, whofe predeceflors have,
from time immemorial, paid annually to their Ze-
mindar, or perhaps to a banker, or money lender,
in the village, 75 per cent. per annum, for money
to buy utenfils and feed grain, with which to cul-
tivate a fmall diftri& in the neighbourhood. I have
known at leaft a dozen inftances, where Englithmen
have conceived, that it would be the greateft. re-
lief to thofe poor diftreffed creatures, as they fup-
pofed them to be, to fupply them with money at
24 per cent. per anaum, and tried the experiment.
What was -the confequence? Why they never
could recover their capital ; and were always obli-
ged to give up their obligations to the Zemindar,
or banker, for the principal only. His Lordthip
muft know, as well as I do, that the Afiatic far-
mers, are fo far from being at rack rent, that their
returns from the crops are in general fo very ample,
that was our Englifh farmers to hold their farms on
fimilar terms, they would be enabled to buy the
eftate which, as farmers, they nented, every five years:

How would fhe Lord Advocate determine, if
placed as a judge in an Afiatic village, fituated as
-mentioned above, when one of the firft inhabitants
of
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of the place, fhould apply to him for juftice, be-
caufe a neighbour of his, of equal rank with hirn-
felf, had nepleted to invite him to his davghrer’s
wedding ? Would his Lordthip direct the jury to
find for the défendant, with cofts of fuit ? If he
did, he would be a bad Afiatic judge, though
perhaps, he may be a good Englith one.

-I xxow nothing fo prepofterous, as the idea of
framing laws in an Englith Houfe of Commons,
for the interior’ government of Hindooftan, It
ftrikes on my imagination on all fides, with fuch
full blown abfurdity, that I canmot bear to think
of it. o

When the Regulating A& paffed in 1773, every
" manin this totnery had in his mind, that the famine
at Bengal ifi 1570, hiad been caufed by the avarice
and monopolizing fpirit of the Englith; to remedy
which, the a& ordained that no Eurdpean fhould -
buy rice in the ptovinces. In vain did ‘Governor
Verelft, and other honeft men, paint out the abfur-
dity of the claufe. In vain did they fhew that Eu-
ropeans were the only exporters of grain, and that
every bufhel that was exported, brought two and
fixpence into the kingdom, and affifted the farmers
to pay their rents, and that for grain which was by -
no means wanted, or could otherways be made of
ufe. I have myfelf, exported from Bengal in the
courfe of one year, one hundred and fifty thoufand

. ! maunds
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maunds of rice, and paid export daties on' it to the
Company, to the amount of 4000/ fterling. But
neither I, nor any other merchant, could export
rise to advantage, when forced to purchafe it at
the Prefidency. Nordid we choofe to. fubjet our-
felves to informations for a breach of an a&,
merely becaufe it was fignified from. the higher
powerson the fpot, who faw and feltthe abfurdity of
fuch claufe, that no notice would be taken of fuch
breach. In the end, Governor Haltings boldly
and juftly oppofed the A&, in the cafe of the
Judges interfering in the revenues, and .afked par-
don for fo doing. .- The rice claufe is again infested
in the new Bill, though every man in India, is
convinced of its pernicious tendency.

Ir our patriots and lawyers, are fo very fond of
legiflating for a country fo diftant as the Eaft In-
dies, it will fave thcmfclvcs, and their Governors
abroad, much trouble, to fend with their A&s, a
general difpenfing power. This idea does not go
much beyond whatthe Lord Advocate himfelf con-
ceives to be neceflary, with refpeét.to the powers
requifite to be given to his future Governor Gene-
ral. In that fingle inftance I agree wich him intire-
ly, provided that he can obtain from Heaven, a
fucceffion of men, almoft as good as angels, to act
as Goveraors, fo far from the feat of empire, fur-
rounded by temptations fo powerfully ttrang. I
believe Lord Corawallis to bz a chara&cr as near
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the mark as can be. But why a military Governor ?
Bengal is neither-a mere rock, like Gibraltar, nor
an ifland, like Jamaica, liable, at every motion of
the enemy, to be put under military government.
Itis a vaft mercantile®mpire, and as fuch, agreat
acquifition to Great Britain : but furely it will not
require a Governor bred up in a camp, with ideas
purely military, to manage it. A man whofe creed is
the articles of war, may do well enoughto defend the
frontier, or fetve as a mere Governor of Madrafs;
but God grant that Bengal may continue free from
the ditates of fo unnatural a monfter, as a mnluary
Governor.

Tuoucn Mr. Burke does not like the Lord Ad-
vocate’s bill, ftill the right honourable gentleman
continues to abufe Governor Haftings, and ftill
fome few members attend to him.  He pledges bim-
Jeif to God, the Houfe, and his Country, that he
will prove Mr. Haftings to be the greateft of all
delinquents ; and I aver, that if the right honoura-
ble gentleman fucceeds, in bringing about the recall
of the Governor General, he will never fay more on
the fubjet. Is it poffible that the Houfe and the
world, can forget how often the right honourable
gentleman has pledged himfelf to bring home falts
againft men in high ftation, and how virulently he
has abufed them whilft they were in office? and can
they forget how he dropped his charges, and
changcd hlS language, . the inftant they were re-
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moved? Loed North is now his honourable
friend; and Lord Rodney isagain a hero.—If the
Houfe of Commons will only pafs a bill to make
Mr. Francis Governor of Bengal, General Richard
Smith Commander in Chief, and Mr. William
Burke a Bengal Counfellor, Governor Haftings
will not be merely good, but the beff of fubjedis.

¢ Tbis clue once found, unravels all the ref :
< The profpes? clears, and Eomunp flands confeft.

Profligate as the age is, and abandoned as fome of
our rulers are, yet I cannot think that they will
be hardy enough to remove Mr. Haftings on the
plea of delinquency, without a fpecific charge
having been even alledged, and fend out fuch men
as Mr. Francis and General Smith. The Court of
Proprietors know thefe men, and theirown intereft,
too well, to fubmit to fuch a thamelefs proftitution
of their property. And it is to be hoped, nay, it
can only be doubted by the framers of this bill,
that the Houle of Commons will not fuffer fuch an
affront to be put on their underftanding, without
a proper refentment. In the choice of thefe two
men to govern fuch a kingdom as Bengal, there is
fo glaring a degrce of venality, thatit would be as
abfurd to offer an argument in proof of it, as it
would to prove a felf evident propofition. Nothing
can make it plainer than the charalters of the men
who are concerned in this profigate bargain.
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