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CORRECTION

The Chairman of the Committee on Sampling of Leather and
Its Preparation for Analysis wishes to call attention to an error
in the report of the Committee as published in the August, 1921
issue. The numbering of the samples in the tables on pages 399
and 401 were not changed to conform with the general scheme.
They should be as follows :—

Table on Page 399
Sample No. 2 4 I 18 24 26 31 34
Should be 3 5 13 20 26 28 36 33

Table on Page o1
Sample No. 1 2 3 4 11 I8 24 26 31 34
Should be 2 3 4 5 13 20 26 28 36 33

WILHELM EITNER
1843-1921

Wilhelm Eitner, the founder of Der Gerber, one of the early
pioneers in our field of endeavor, whose entire life was given up
to it and who made many valuable contributions to the advance-
ment of our knowledge, died on October 13, 1921. As a tribute
and in fitting commemoration we give in full a translation of an
obituary as it appears in Der Gerber for November 10, 1921.

“With Wilhelm Eitner, tanning science and leather manufac-
ture loses one of its best technical men, one who enjoyed renown in
foreign countries as well as in Austria; who, indeed, was recog-
nized throughout the world as a technical authority. Eitner was
born on the 26th of January, 1843, in Iglau, the son of a cloth
maker. He attended the preparatory school (Unterrealschule)
at that place, then completed his studies in the Oberrealschule
in Vienna, following which he studied chemistry in the Technical
High School at that place.

‘‘After the completion of his studies at the age of 20 he began
as chemist for the L. Jellinek Glove Works in Prague-Lieben.
Later he entered the leather works of the former A. H. Suesz
and Sons in Vienna, and after five years accepted a post with
the firm Ludw. B. Goldschmidt in Prague-Vysehrad. In all of
these works where he could turn his theoretical knowledge to
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good account, he diligently assembled many practical processes.
In 1872 he accepted the position of a vice-director in the Slouper
Aktienlederfabrik.

“In 1874, Eitner was called to Vienna to establish and
direct a state research and instruction institute, where he in-
augurated an extremely zealous and successful activity. During
his activity of almost forty years there, he developed a long
series of able technologists of whom many occupy prominent
posts, and many of them have already died. Of the deceased
.may be mentioned: Fr. Andreasch, Assistant of the Vienna
Versuchsanstalt; Valdemar Bogh, Director of the Danish Ver-
suchsanstalt in Copenhagen; Franz Kathreiner, Cheif Chemist
of the Lederfabrik in Worms; Karl Sadlon, Leather Works
Director. Among those active to-day are: Vittorio Casaburi,
Director of the Royal Research Institute in Naples; Dr. Edmund
Stiasny, Professor of the High School and Director of the Ver-
suchsanstalt in Darmstadt; Jos. Schneider, Professor at the Czech
Technical High School in Prague; Marko Smaic, Director, and
J. Wladika, Professor of.the Vienna Versuchsanstalt and many
others. '

“In the same year (1874) Eitner with his cousin Prof. Ignaz
Eitner founded the technical journal Der Gerber which soon
won its renown, since it brought more excellent treatises of
technical and scientific contents than any other of that time. The
volumes of Der Gerber are still to-day of so great a value that
the International Association of Leather Trades Chemists are
thinking of reprinting the older ones.

“Eitner with his assistants and associates has performed an
enormous work in the forty years; he has carried out funda-
mental investigations in tanning chemistry and has assembled and
published an extraordinarily large amount of practical knowledge.
For that reason Eitner was consulted by hundreds of tanners and
leather manufacturers, and also was active in the service of the
State as assistant counsellor of customs, permanent member of
the Patent office and as expert for numerous commissions. It
was also for this reason that he was distinguished by the bestowal
of the title of a Regierungsrat (member of an official council),
and the bestowal of the Order of Kaiser-Franz-Josef, otherwise
he was not honoured to the extent he merited.
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“As the independent Research Institute was incorporated under
the chemical-technical direction of the State Industrial School
and Eitner would be subordinated to a much younger director,
wholly unskilled in leather technology, at the end of 1909 he took
a long leave of absence from which he never returned to his
beloved Research Institute. On the 10th of April, 1913, he
resigned his office.

“He remained associated with Der Gerber longer. At the end
of the year 1910 he gave up the post as its editor but still published
many valuable treatises in this journal. Bitter are the words
with which he informed his readers and friends of the giving
up of this post.

“Until the last year of life Eitner remained active in literature,
yet in 1876 he had merely published the work “The Manufacture
of Leather in North America’. He has published all of his other
treatises in various journals, the most of them in Der Gerber.

‘“The deceased was restlessly active his entire life. It was not
easy to work with the extremely scanty means of the Versuch-
sanstalt. However, his large technical knowledge, his indefati-
gable joy in work and exemplary industry made it possible for
him to accomplish such truly extraordinary results.

“Still fairly fresh but of advancing age and not untouched by
bitter experiences, Eitner peacefully fell asleep on the 13th of
October in Kristofen near Neulengbach (North Austria) and
was buried in the small church-yard there.

May he rest in peace! Many hundred of his students, many
thousand readers of Der Gerber, all the technical men of the
whole world will remember him with respect and appreciation.”

G. W.S.

THE TANNER’S COUNCIL AND THE CHEMIST
By Robert W. Griffith

It is generally conceded by all those who attended the October
Meeting of The Tanner’s Council, which was held at the Drake
Hotel, Chicago, that it was one of the most successful Meetings
ever held by the Tanners.
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Certainly there has been no meeting in recent years at which
so much attention has been paid to the technical side of the in-
dustry whether or no this may account for the success of the
meeting. Many of the papers presented have a direct interest
for the chemist and it seems desirable therefore to give a brief
account of the meetings and papers, insofar as they had this appeal
to our Association. It may be remarked in passing that at no
recent meeting has so great an interest been shown by the Tanners’
Council in the activities of our Association and this well may
afford encouragement for the belief that each Association is
appreciating more fully how intimately tied together are the
interests of both and how essential it is that full and free ex-
change of thought take place between them.

Of great value from the point of view of industrial recon-
struction was the paper contributed by Mr. Fred A. Miller on
“Trade Revival,” which dealt with the economics of the leather
industry, an angle of the situation which the chemist cannot ignore
if he is to be efficient in the discharge of his responsibilities.
Mr. Miller’s survey of the industry was comprehensive and well
reasoned and he sought to emphasize that tables and charts de-
picting leather values meant nothing unless they have a relation
to essential commodities in general. That the level of relative
values is the hard pan upon which the foundation of reconstructed
industry must rest and that our present job is to expedite the
balancing of values and to avail ourselves of the present oppor-
tunity to make the necessary preparation for the resumpton of
business, which will inevitably occur.

As an authority on leather manufacture, Mr. Fred A. Vogel,
needs no introduction to the American leather chemist. Him-
self trained in the technicalities of the tanning industry and sup-
plemented by a wide experience in the practical operation of a
number of tanneries, producing a large variety of leathers, there
is no one better qualified to speak on the subject of “Modernizing
the Tanning Industry,” with which Mr. Vogel held the interest
of his audience. The paper was a bold presentation of the present
situation in the tanning industry. Mr. Vogel’s survey covered
the subject of plant location or relocation, plant equipment, per-
sonnel and merchandising. He advocated a new alignment of
the industry with reference to the raw material supply and the

3
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market for leather. The installation of labor saving machinery
as a prime necessity, and that the greatest efficiency is based
. upon the confidence of labor in the management. One of the
essentials to a properly equipped plant organization is the chemist,
and of his part in the scheme Mr. Vogel says: “The chemist
is ever more finding his place in our midst and I am sure with
the many prominent chemical minds now engaging in our in-
dustry, our future will and must be greater. The Tanning School
for the trade chemist is one of our greatest needs, so that we
can develop both practice and theory side by side.”

From the point of view of the chemist a most delightful and
interesting paper was that read by Mr. Van A. Wallin, on “The
Gentle Art of Tanning.” The title might suggest a profound
exposition of the tanning process with all its exacting details,
but it was nothing so ordinary. Mr. Wallin tells a story of a
visit to the Leather Research Laboratory of the Tanner’s Council
at the University of Cincinnati and recounts the impressions of
a layman in a most entertaining way. Mr. Wallin was not one
of the early enthusiasts for locating the Research Laboratory at
a University, and was frankly skeptical, but after a visit to the
Laboratory at Cincinnati, he became, like the man in Oliver Gold-
smith’s poem, “Who came to scoff, but remained to pray.” Mr.
Wallin’s visit not only resulted in a most enthusiastic endorsement
of the purpose of the Leather Research Laboratory, but it inspired
him to profound thought on the fundamentals of our complex
industry, and in this respect it is to be hoped that Mr. Wallin’s
example will be emulated by an increasing number of members
of the tanning industry.

If quiet persistence and everlasting stick-to-it-ness are the
essentials to success, then Mr. Louis J. Robertson, who has so
long championed the cause of the Tanning School, is bound to win.
For some years Mr. Robertson’s path has been beset with diffi-
culties and delays, but his enthusiasm for the Tanning School does
not seem to wane. At this meeting of the Tanner’s Council Mr.
Robertson was ably assisted by Dr. Harrison Howe, of the
National Research Council, in presenting a very comprehensive
plan for the education of students in the industry. Dr. Howe, in
a most interesting talk, unfolded the plan which he submitted for
the consideration of the Tanner’s Council and which was proposed
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by the National Research Council after a very exhaustive study
of the subject had been undertaken by that body without any
expense to the Tanners and from an entirely independent point
of view. The plan has for its purpose the introduction of better
trained men into the tanning industry and is based upon evidence
that an industry conducted upon scientific lines attracts a better
type of workmen than where there is no opportunity to use even
such scientific knowledge as may exist. The plan contemplates
the training of two distinct classes of men, first, the actual tannery
operatives or craftmen, and second, engineers or tannery execu-
tives. The instruction of the craftmen is to be directed with the
object of giving the men a better understanding of the purpose
of their daily tasks and to enable them to receive promotion to
higher rank in the industry. For this purpose it is suggested that
a miniature tannery be located at Pratt Institute and th