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Preface

It had no instrum ent panel w ith push-button controls. It
w as not operated electronically or jet-propelled. B ut to
m any 19th-century people the sew ing m achine w as
probably as aw e-inspiring as a space capsule is to their
20th-century descendants. It w as expensive, but,
considering the w ork it could do and the tim e it could
save, the cost w as m ore than justified. The sew ing
m achine becam e the first w idely advertised consum er
appliance, pioneered installm ent buying and patent
pooling, and revolutionized the ready-m ade clothing
industry. It also w eathered the protests of those w ho
feared the new  m achine w as a threat to their livelihood.

The practical sew ing m achine is not the result of one
m anôs genius, but rather the culm ination of a century of
thought, w ork, trials, failures, and partial successes of a
long list of inventors. H istory is too quick to credit one or
tw o m en for an im portant invention and to forget the w ork
that preceded and prodded each m an to contribute his
share. It is no discredit to H ow e to state that he did not
invent the sew ing m achine. H ow eôs w ork w ith the sew ing
m achine w as im portant, and he did patent certain
im provem ents, but his w ork w as one step along the w ay. It
is for the reader to decide w hether it w as the turning point.



Since the sew ing m achine has been considered by som e as
one of the m ost im portant inventions of 19th-century
A m erica, of equal im portance to this story of the invention
is the history of the sew ing m achineôs developm ent into a
practical, popular com m odity. Since m any new  com panies
blossom ed overnight to m anufacture this very salable item ,
a catalog list of m ore than one hundred and fifty of these
19th-century com panies is included in this study. Still, the
list is probably incom plete. M any of the com panies
rem ained in business a very short tim e or kept their
activities a secret to avoid paym ent of royalties to patent
holders. Evidence of these com panies is difficult to find. It
is hoped that additional inform ation w ill com e to light as a
result of this initial attem pt to list and date know n
com panies. The dating of individual m achines based on
their serial num bers is also a difficult task. Individual
com pany records of this type have not survived; how ever,
using the com m ercial m achines in the patent collection, for
w hich w e know  one lim iting dateð the date the m achine
w as deposited at the patent officeð and using the records
that have survived, an estim ated date based on the serial
num ber can be established for m any of the better know n
m achines.
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C hapter O ne

Figure 1.ð A fter alm ost a century of attem pts to invent a m achine that
w ould sew , the practical sew ing m achine evolved in the m id-19th
century. This elegant, carpeted salesroom  of the 1870s, w ith



fashionable ladies and gentlem en scanning the latest m odel sew ing
m achines, reflects the pinnacle reached by the new  industry in just a
few  decades. This exam ple, one of m any of its type, is the W heeler and
W ilson sew ing-m achine offices and salesroom , N o. 44 Fourteenth
Street, U nion Square, N ew  York C ity. From  The D aily G raphic
York C ity, D ecem ber 29, 1874. (Sm ithsonian photo 48091-A .)



E arly E fforts

T o 1800

For thousands of years, the only m eans of stitching tw o
pieces of fabric together had been w ith a com m on needle
and a length of thread. The thread m ight be of silk, flax,
w ool, sinew , or other fibrous m aterial. The needle,
w hether of bone, silver, bronze, steel, or som e other
m etal, w as alw ays the sam e in designð a thin shaft w ith a
point at one end and a hole or eye for receiving the thread
at the other end. Sim ple as it w as, the com m on needle (fig.
2) w ith its thread-carrying eye had been an ingenious
im provem ent over the sharp bone, stick, or other object
used to pierce a hole through w hich a lacing then had to be
passed.  In addition to utilitarian stitching for such things
as the m aking of garm ents and household furnishings, the
needle w as also used for decorative stitching, com m only
called em broidery. A nd it w as for this purpose that the
needle, the seem ingly perfect tool that defied
im provem ent, w as first altered for ease of stitching and to
increase production.

O ne of the form s that the needle took in the process of
adaptation w as that of the fine steel hook. Called an aguja
in Spain, the hook w as used in m aking a type of lace
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know n as punto de aguja. D uring the 17th century after the
introduction of chainstitch em broideries from  India, this
hook w as used to produce chainstitch designs on a net
ground.  The stitch and the fine hook to m ake it w ere
especially adaptable to this w ork. B y the 18th century the
hook had been reduced to needle size and inserted into a
handle, and w as used to chainstitch-em broider w oven
fabrics.  In France the hook w as called a crochet and
w as sharpened to a point for easy entry into the fabric (fig.
3). For stitching, the fabric w as held taut on a drum -
shaped fram e. The hooked needle pierced the fabric,
caught the thread from  below  the surface and pulled a loop
to the top. The needle reentered the fabric a stitch-length
from  the first entry and caught the thread again, pulling a
second loop through the first to w hich it becam e
enchained. This m ethod of em broidery perm itted for the
first tim e the use of a continuous length of thread. A t this
tim e the chainstitch w as used exclusively for decorative
em broidery, and from  the French nam e for drum ð the
shape of the fram e that held the fabricð the w orked fabric
cam e to be called tam bour em broidery. The crochet  or
sm all hooked needle soon becam e know n as a tam bour
needle.

In 1755 a new  type of needle w as invented for producing
em broidery stitches. This needle had to pass com pletely
through the fabric tw o tim es (a through-and-through
m otion) for every stitch. The inventor w as Charles F.

[2]
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Figure 2.ð Prim itive needle.
Bronze. Egyptian (R om an period,
30 B.C .-A .D . 642). (Sm ithsonian
photo 1379-A .)

W eisenthal, a
G erm an m echanic
living in London
w ho w as granted
B ritish patent 701
for a tw o-pointed
needle (fig. 4).
The invention
w as described in
the patent as
follow s:

The m uslin,
being put into
a fram e, is to
be w orked
w ith a needle
that has tw o
points, one at
the head, and
the other point
as a com m on
needle, w hich
is to be
w orked by holding it w ith the fingers in the
m iddle, so as not to require turning.

It m ight be argued that W eisenthal had invented the eye-



pointed needle, since he w as the first inventor to put a
point at the end of the needle having the eye. But, since his
specifically stated use required the needle to have tw o
points and to be passed com pletely through the fabric,
W eisenthal had no intention of utilizing the very im portant
advantage that the eye-pointed needle provided, that of not
requiring the passage of the needle through the fabric as in
hand sew ing.

W hile no records can be found to establish that
W eisenthalôs patent w as put to any com m ercial use during
the inventorôs lifetim e, the tw o-pointed needle w ith eye at
m idpoint appeared in several 19th-century sew ing-
m achine inventions.

The earliest of the know n m echanical sew ing devices
produced a chain or tam bour stitch, but by an entirely
different principle than that used w ith either needle just
described. A lthough the idea w as incorporated into a
patent, the m achine w as entirely overlooked for alm ost a
century as the patent itself w as classed under w earing
apparel. It w as entitled ñA n Entire N ew  M ethod of
M aking and Com pleting Shoes, Boots, Splatterdashes,
Clogs, and O ther A rticles, by M eans of Tools and
M achines also Invented by M e for that Purpose, and of
Certain C om positions of the N ature of Japan or Varnish,
w hich w ill be very advantageous in m any useful
A pplications.ò This portentously titled British patent



1,764 w as issued to an English cabinetm aker, Thom as
Saint, on July 17, 1790. A long w ith accounts of several
processes for m aking various varnish com positions, the
patent contains descriptions of three separate m achines;
the second of these w as for ñstitching, quilting, or
sew ing.ò Though far from  practical, the m achine
incorporated several features com m on to a m odern sew ing
m achine. It had a horizontal cloth plate or table, an
overhanging arm  carrying a straight needle, and a
continuous supply of thread from  a spool. The m otion w as
derived from  the rotation of a hand crank on a shaft, w hich
activated cam s that produced all the actions of the
m achine.

O ne cam  operated the forked needle (fig. 5) that pushed
the thread through a hole m ade by a preceding thrust of the
aw l. The thread w as caught by a looper and detained so
that it then becam e enchained in the next loop of thread.
The patent described thread tighteners above and below
the w ork and an adjustm ent to vary the stitches for
different kinds of m aterial. O ther than the British patent
records, no contem porary reference to Saintôs m achine has
ever been found. The stitching-m achine contents of this
patent w as happened on by accident in 1873.  U sing the
patent description, a N ew ton W ilson of London attem pted
to build a m odel of Saintôs m achine in 1874.  W ilson
found, how ever, that it w as necessary to m odify the
construction before the m achine w ould stitch at all.

[5]
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Figure 3.ð Tam bour needle and fram e, show ing the m ethod of form ing
the chainstitch, from  the D iderot Encyclopedia of 1763, vol. 
Brodeur, plate II. (Sm ithsonian photo 43995-C .)

This raised the question w hether Saint had built even one
m achine. N evertheless, the germ  of an idea w as there, and
had the inventor follow ed through the sew ing m achine
m ight have been classed an 18th-century rather than a
19th-century contribution.



Figure 4.
ð W eisenthalôs tw o-
pointed needle, 1755.



Figure 5.ð Saintôs sew ing m achine, 1790.
(Sm ithsonian photo 42490-A .)

1800-1820

There is no doubt that the successful late-18th-century
im provem ents in spinning and w eaving m ethods, resulting
in increased production of fabrics, had a great effect in
spurring inventors to ideas of stitching by m achinery.
Several efforts w ere m ade during the first tw o decades of
the 19th century to produce such m achines.



O n February 14, 1804, a French patent w as issued to
Thom as Stone and Jam es H enderson for a ñnew
m echanical principle designed to replace handw ork in
joining the edges of all kinds of flexible m aterial, and
particularly applicable to the m anufacture of clothing.ò
The m achine used a com m on needle and m ade an overcast
stitch in the sam e m anner as hand sew ing. A pair of jaw s
or pincers, im itating the action of the fingers, alternately
seized and released the needle on each side of the fabric.
The pincers w ere attached to a pair of arm s arranged to be
m oved backw ard and forw ard by ñany suitable
m echanism .ò  This m achine w as capable of m aking
curved or angular as w ell as straight seam s, but it w as
lim ited to carrying a short length of thread, necessitating
frequent rethreading. The m achine m ay have had som e
lim ited use, but it w as not com m ercially successful.

O n M ay 30 of the sam e year John D uncan, a G lasgow
m anufacturer, w as granted British patent 2,769 for ña new
and im proved m ethod of tam bouring, or raising flow ers,
figures or other ornam ents upon m uslins, law ns and other
cottons, cloths, or stuffs.ò This m achine m ade the
chainstitch, using not one but m any hooked needles that
operated sim ultaneously. The needles, attached to a bar or
carrier, w ere pushed through the vertically held fabric
from  the upper right side, w hich in this case w as also the
outer side. A fter passing through it, they w ere supplied
w ith thread from  spools by m eans of peculiarly form ed
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hooks or thread carriers. The thread w as tw isted around
the needle above the hook, so as to be caught by it, and
draw n through to the outer surface. The shaft of the needle
w as grooved on the hook side and fitted w ith a slider.
This slider closed upon the retraction of the needle from
the fabric, holding the thread in place and preventing the
hook from  catching. The fabric w as stretched betw een tw o
rollers set in an upright fram e capable of sliding vertically
in a second fram e arranged to have longitudinal m otion.
The com bination of these tw o m otions w as sufficient to
produce any required design. The principle developed by
D uncan w as used on em broidery m achines, in a m odified
form , for m any years. O f several early attem pts, his w as
the first to realize any form  of success.

Figure 6.ð C hapm anôs sew ing m achine, first eye-pointed needle, 1807.



(Sm ithsonian photo 33299-K .)

A type of rope-stitching m achine, w hich m ight be
considered unim portant to this study, m ust be included
because of its use of the eye-pointed needle, the needle
that w as to play a m ost im portant part in the later
developm ent of a practical sew ing m achine. The earliest
reference to the use of a needle w ith an eye not being
required to be passed com pletely through the fabric it w as
stitching is found in a m achine invented by Edw ard W alter
Chapm an, for w hich he and W illiam  Chapm an w ere
granted British patent 3,078 on O ctober 30, 1807. The
m achine (fig. 6) w as designed to construct belting or flat
banding by stitching together several strands of rope that
had been laid side by side. Tw o needles w ere required
and used alternately. O ne needle w as threaded and then
forced through the ropes. O n the opposite side the thread
w as rem oved from  the eye of the first needle before it w as
w ithdraw n. The second needle w as threaded and the
operation repeated. The needles could also be used to
draw  the thread, rather than push it, through the ropes w ith
the sam e result. W hile being stitched, the ropes w ere held
fast and the sew ing fram e and supporting carriage w ere
m oved m anually as each stitch w as m ade. Such a m achine
w ould be applicable only to the w ork described, since the
necessity of rethreading at every stitch w ould m ake it
im practical for any other type of sew ing.



A nother early m achine reported to have used the eye-
pointed needle to form  the chainstitch w as invented about
1810 by Balthasar K rem s,  a hosiery w orker of M ayen,
G erm any. O ne knitted article produced there w as a peaked
cap, and K rem sô m achine w as devised to stitch the turned
edges of the cap,  w hich w as suspended from  w ire pins
on a m oving w heel. The needle of the m achine w as
attached to a horizontal shaft and carried the thread
through the fabric. The loop of thread w as retained by a
hook-shaped pin to becom e enchained w ith the next loop
at the reentry of the needle. Local history reports that this
device m ay have been used as early as 1800, but the
inventor did not patent his m achine and apparently m ade
no attem pt to com m ercialize it. N o contem porary
references to the m achine could be found, and use of the
m achine m ay have died w ith the inventor in 1813.

[9]
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Figure 7.ð M aderspergerôs 1814 sew ing m achine. Illustration from  a
pam phlet by the inventor entitled Beschreibung einer N ªhm aschine
V ienna, ca. 1816. (Sm ithsonian photo 49373.)

A bout the sam e tim e, Josef M adersperger, a tailor in
Vienna, A ustria, invented a sew ing m achine, w hich w as
illustrated (fig. 7) and described in a 15-page pam phlet
published about 1816.  O n M ay 12, 1817, a Vienna
new spaper w rote of the M adersperger m achine: ñThe
approbation w hich his m achine received everyw here has

[11]



induced his Royal Im perial M ajesty, in the year 1814, to
give to the inventor an exclusive privilege [patent] w hich
has already been m entioned before in these papers.ò
M aderspergerôs 1814 m achine stitched straight or curving
lines. H is second m achine stitched sm all sem icircles, as
show n in the illustration, and also sm all circles, egg-
shaped figures, and angles of various degrees. The
m achine, acclaim ed by the art experts, m ust therefore have
been intended for em broidery stitching. From  the
contem porary descriptions and the illustration, the
m achine is judged to have m ade a couched stitchð one
thread w as laid on the surface of the fabric and stitched in
place w ith a short thread carried by a tw o-pointed needle
of the type invented by W eisenthal. Tw o fabrics could
have been stitched together, but not in the m anner required
for tailoring. The m achine m ust have had m any
deficiencies in the tension adjustm ent, feed, and related
m echanical operations, for despite the published w ishes
for success the inventor did not put the m achine into
practical operation.  Years later M adersperger again
attem pted to invent a sew ing m achine using a different
stitch (see p. 13).

A story persists that about 1818-1819 a m achine that
form ed a backstitch, identical to the one used in hand
sew ing, w as invented in M onkton, Verm ont. The earliest
record of this m achine that this author has found w as in the
second or 1867 edition of Eighty Years of Progress of the

[12]
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Figure 8.ð A n engraving of T him onnier and his
sew ing m achine of 1830, from  Sew ing M achine
N ew s, 1880. (Sm ithsonian photo 10569-C .)

U nited States; the m achine is not m entioned in the earlier
edition. The w riter of the article on sew ing m achines
states that John K now les invented and constructed a
sew ing m achine, w hich used a single thread and a tw o-
pointed needle w ith the eye in the m iddle to form  the



backstitch. This inform ation m ust have com e to light after
the first edition w as published, but from  w here and by
w hom  is not know n. O ther sources state that tw o m en,
A dam s and D odge, produced this m achine in M onkton.
W hile still others credit the Reverend John A dam  D odge,
assisted by a m echanic by the nam e of John K now les, w ith
the sam e invention in the sam e location.  Verm ont
historical societies have been unable to identify the m en
nam ed or to verify the story of the invention.  The
im portance of the credibility of this story, if proved, rests
in the fact that it represents the first effort in the U nited
States to produce a m echanical stitching device.

1820-1845

A m erican records of this period are incom plete as a result
of the Patent O ffice fire of 1836, in w hich m ost of the
specific descriptions of patents issued to that date w ere
destroyed. Patentees w ere asked to provide another
description of their patents so that these m ight be copied,
but com paratively few  responded and only a sm all
percentage w as restored. Thus, although the printed index
of patents  lists H enry Lye as patenting a m achine for
ñsew ing leather, and so forthò on M arch 10, 1826, no
description of the m achine has ever been located. M any
patents w hose original claim  w as for only a m echanical
aw l to pierce holes in leather or a clam p to hold leather

[14]
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for hand stitching w ere claim ed as sew ing devices once a
practical m achine had evolved. But no evidence has ever
been found that any of these m achines perform ed the actual
stitching operation.



Figure 9.ð A n adapted draw ing of H untôs sew ing m achine published by
the Sew ing M achine N ew s, vol. 2, no. 8, 1881, to give som e idea of its
construction and operation. ñThe fram e of the m achine (A ) rested on a
base (B) that w as supported by a table. The w heel (C ) w orked on a
central shaft (E ) and w as set in m otion by hand or foot pow er. O n the
front of the w heel (C ) w as a raised cam  (D ) into w hich the connecting
rod (F) engaged to com m unicate m otion to the vibrating arm  (G )
pivoted to the fram e at (H ) and carrying at the end (g) the curved
needle (I). The take-up (J) served to tighten the thread after each
stitch; it w as connected to the vibrating arm  by a rod (K ). The cloth (L )
w as held in a vertical position betw een the fingers or nippers (M ),
w hich w ere attached to the fram e. The bar (N ) w as toothed on one side
(n) to m esh w ith the geared w heel (o). The lever (P) w as operated by a
cam  (m ) upon the periphery of the w heel (C ), and carried the vertical
paw l (S) w hich m eshed w ith the ratchet (T) and m oved the cloth as
each stitch w as m ade. The shuttle (U ) w orked in its race (V ); it w as
operated by the vibrating lever (W ), the upper end of w hich engaged
into a groove on the face of the w heel (C ).ò (Sm ithsonian photo 42554.)

The first m an know n to have put a m echanical sew ing
device into com m ercial operation w as Barthelem y
Thim onnier,  a French tailor. A fter several years of
fruitless effort he invented a m achine for w hich he
received a French patent in 1830.  The m achine (fig. 8)
m ade a chainstitch by m eans of a barbed or hooked
needle. The vertically held needle w orked from  an
overhanging arm . The needle thrust through the fabric laid
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on the horizontal table, caught a thread from  the thread
carrier and looper beneath the table, and brought a loop to
the surface of the fabric. W hen the process w as repeated
the second loop becam e enchained in the first. The needle
w as m oved dow nw ard by the depression of a cord-
connected foot treadle and w as raised by the action of a
spring. The fabric w as fed through the stitching m echanism
m anually, and a regular rate of speed had to be m aintained
by the operator in order to produce stitches of equal
length. A type of retractable thim ble or presser foot w as
used to hold the fabric dow n as required.

The needle, and the entire m achine, w as basically an
attem pt to m echanize tam bour em broidery, w ith w hich the
inventor w as quite fam iliar. A lthough this w ork, w hich
served as the m achineôs inspiration, w as alw ays used for
decorative em broidery, Thim onnier saw  the possibilities
of using the stitch for utilitarian purposes. By 1841 he had
80 m achines stitching arm y clothing in a Paris shop. But a
m ob of tailors, fearing that the invention w ould rob them
of a livelihood, broke into the shop and destroyed the
m achines. Thim onnier fled Paris, penniless. Four years
later he had obtained new  financial help, im proved his
m achine to produce 200 stitches a m inute, and organized
the first French sew ing-m achine com pany.  The
Revolution of 1848, how ever, brought this enterprise to an
early end. Before new  support could be found other
inventors had appeared w ith better m achines, and
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Thim onnierôs w as passed by. In addition to the tw o French
patents Thim onnier also received a B ritish patent w ith his
associate Jean M arie M agnin in 1848 and one in the
United States in 1850. H e achieved no financial gain from
either of these and died a poor m an.

W hile Thim onnier w as developing his chainstitch m achine
in France, W alter H unt,  perhaps best described as a
Yankee m echanical genius, w as w orking on a different
kind of sew ing m achine in the United States. Som etim e
betw een 1832 and 1834 he produced at his shop in N ew
York a m achine that m ade a lockstitch.  This stitch w as
the direct result of the m echanical m ethod devised to
produce the stitching and represented the first occasion an
inventor had not attem pted to reproduce a hand stitch. The
lockstitch required tw o threads, one passing through a
loop in the and both interlocking in the heart of the seam .
A t the tim e H unt did not consider the sew ing m achine any
m ore prom ising than several other inventions that he had
in m ind, and, after dem onstrating that the m achine w ould
sew , he sold his interest in it for a sm all sum  and did not
bother to patent it.

A descriptionð one of few  ever publishedð and sketch of
a rebuilt H unt m achine (fig. 9) appeared in an article in the
Sew ing M achine News in 1881.  The im portant elem ent
in the H unt invention w as an eye-pointed needle w orking
in com bination w ith a shuttle carrying a second thread.

[21]
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Future inventors w ere thus no longer ham pered by the
erroneous idea that the sew ing m achine m ust im itate the
hum an hands and fingers. Though H untôs m achine stitched
short, straight seam s w ith speed and accuracy, it could not
sew  curved or angular w ork. Its stitching w as not
continuous, but had to be reset at the end of a short run.
The validity of H untôs claim  as the inventor of the
lockstitch and the prescribed m ethod of m aking it w as
argued m any tim es, especially during the Elias H ow e
patent suits of the 1850s. The decision against H unt w as
not a question of invention,  but one of right to
ow nership or control. H unt did little to prom ote his
sew ing m achine and sold it together w ith the right to patent
to G eorge A . A rrow sm ith.
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Figure 10.ð
1839 sew ing m achine.
M aderspergerôs m achine
consisted of tw o m ajor parts:
the fram e, w hich held the
m aterial, and the stitching
m echanism , called the hand.
The hand show n here is an
original m odel. (
courtesy of Technisches
M useum  f¿r Industrie und
G ew erbe, Vienna.



For over fifteen years, from  the m id-1830s to the early
1850s, the m achine dropped out of sight. W hen the
sew ing-m achine litigation developed in the 1850s, the I.
M . Singer com pany searched out the H unt m achine, had the
inventor rebuild one,  and attem pted to use this to break
the H ow e patent. The plan did not w ork. The H onorable
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Charles M ason, Patent Com m issioner, reported:

W hen the first inventor allow s his discovery to
slum ber for eighteen years, w ith no probability of
its ever being brought into useful activity, and
w hen it is only resurrected to supplant and
strangle an invention w hich has been given to the
public, and w hich has been m ade practically
useful, all reasonable presum ption should be in
favor of the inventor w ho has been the m eans of
conferring the real benefit upon the w orld.

H untôs m achine w as an invention of the 1830s, but only
because of the patent litigation w as it ever heard of again.

D uring the tim e that a potentially successful sew ing
m achine w as being invented and forgotten in A m erica,
Josef M adersperger of A ustria m ade a second attem pt to
solve the m echanical stitching problem . In 1839 he
received a second patent on a m achine entirely different
from  his 1814 effort. It w as sim ilar to H untôs in that it
used an eye-pointed needle and passed a thread through
the loop of the needle-threadð the thread carried by the
needleð to lock the stitch. M aderspergerôs m achine w as a
m ultiple-needle quilting m achine. The threaded needles
penetrated the fabric from  below  and w ere retracted,
leaving the loops on the surface. A thread w as draw n
through the loops to produce w hat the inventor term ed a
chain. The first tw o stitches w ere tw isted before insertion
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into the next tw o, producing a type of tw isted lockstitch.
The m echanism  for feeding the cloth w as faulty, how ever,
and the inventor him self stated in the specifications that
m uch rem ained to perfect and sim plify it before its general
application. (This m achine w as illustrated [fig. 10] in the
Sewing M achine Tim es, O ctober 25, 1907, and m istakenly
referred to as the 1814 m odel.) M adersperger realized no
financial gain from  either venture and died in a poorhouse
in 1850.

The first efforts of the 1840s reflected the w ork of the
earlier years. In England, Edw ard N ew ton and Thom as
A rchbold invented and patented a m achine on M ay 4,
1841, for tam bouring or ornam enting the backs of gloves.
Their m achine used a hook on the upper surface to catch
the loop of thread, but an eye-pointed needle from
underneath w as used to carry the thread up through the
fabric. The m achine w as designed to use three needles for
three row s of chainstitching, if required. A lthough the
m achine w as capable of stitching tw o fabrics together, it
w as never contem plated as a sew ing m achine in the
present use of the term . Their British patent 8,948 stated it
w as for ñim provem ents in producing ornam ental or
tam bour w ork in the m anufacture of gloves.ò

The earliest A m erican patent specifically recorded as a
sew ing m achine w as U.S. patent 2,466, issued to John J.
G reenough on February 21, 1842. H is m achine w as a
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