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PREFACE.

It is complimentary fo the 'pen of Nimrod—at
all events to the subjects on which it has been em-
ployed—that nearly all the serial papers he has
written in the various Periodicals to which he has
contributed, have been subsequently published in
volumes.

The Proprietors of the Encyclopzdia Britannica
see no reason why the articles on Tue Hogsk,
Honsemansure, Houno, and Huntine, which ap-
peared in the last edition of that work, should
form an exception to the, hitherto nearly general,
practice of their craft, of re-publishing Nimrod's
contributions, conceiving, as they do, that they
are not only amusing and #nstructive to one class
of readers, but interesting to all. They are here,
then, given to the public in a carefully-revised
form, with such alterations and additions, as the
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interval of time between the first and second publi-
cation of them have rendered necessary.

The Treatise on Horse-DeaLiNg, with which the
volume concludes, is now published for the first
time. In this part of the work the Author has
enforced the necessity for  caveat emptor,” and
given a recital of some of the first Legal and Vete-
rinary authorities on the question of Soundness and
Unsoundness of Horses. With this addition, it
is believed the volume will be found to form an
acceptable manual of information in all that relates
to the Horse and the Hound.

EpinBURGH, May 1842.
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INTRODUCTION.

VALUABLE PROPERTIES OF THE HORSE—REASONS FOR
IT8 USE BEING PROSCRIBED TO THE ISRAELITES—DIF-
FICULTY OF DETERMINING ITS NATIVE COUNTRY—
EXCELLENCE OF THE BRITISH BREED.

Tue Horse is a distinct genus, belonging to the
order of Bellua, or large beasts, and in himself the
most serviceable of all quadruped animals, as well
as the swiftest of those brought under the domi-
nion of man. Notwithstanding these high qualifi-
cations, ancient history informs us, that, in the
primitive ages of the world, the ass was used in

A
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preference to him, not only as a mere beast of bur-
den, but for the purpose of conveying, from place
to place, persons of the highest distinction. This,
however, may be satisfactorily accounted for. Pre-
viously to the art of horsemanship being known,
the ass, a superior race of animal perhaps to that
generally found in Europe, was more easily managed
than the horse, and better suited to the kind of
food usually met with for his support. He was, in
fact, found to answer every purpose of horses, until
mankind increased in numbers and in wealth, when
the complicated interests that were the result,
brought their services into use, and they were
trained to the art of war. But another reason
may be given for the late introduction of horses.
Their use was interdicted by the Almighty in the
early ages of the world—first, lest his favourite
people, the Israelites, should be led to idolatry, by
carrying on commerce with Egypt; secondly, by
their dependence on a well-appointed cavalry, they
might cease to trust in the promised aid of Jehovah;
and, thirdly, that they might not be tempted to
extend their dominion by such means, and then, by
mixing with idolatrous nations, cease in time to
be that distinct and separate people which it was
His intention they should be, and without which
the prophecies relative to the Messiah could not be
fully accomplished. Thus, in the Book of Psalms,
the horse commonly appears only on the side of
the enemies of God’s people ; and so entirely unac-
customed to the management of him were the
Israelites, at the period of their signal defeat of
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the Philistines and other idolatrous nations, that
David, their commander and king, caused the
greater part of the horses of the cavalry prisoners
to be cut down, from his ignorance of any use to
which he could apply them. In the reign of Solo-
mon, however, a cavalry force was established, but
to no great extent.

In the infant state of all nations, indeed, we can
readily account for the restrictive use of horses.
A great deal of land that might be applied to the
production of human food is requisite for their
maintenance in all countries ; and, in hot and ste-
rile gnes, the camel answered better, and was found
ready at hand. It is true they were used in the
armies of the ancient Greeks and Romans, which
were not considered as complete without them. In
Greece they were not so numerous; but in a war
with the Italic Gauls, the Romans are said to have
had no less than seventy thousand horses, and
seven hundred thousand foot, to attack their for-
midable enemies.®* The army of Xerxes, when
reviewed by him at Dorsica in Thrace, after it had
passed the Hellespont, is reported by Herodotus,
contemporary with him, to have contained eighty
thousand horse; but the judicious reader will be
inclined to make considerable abatements from the
boasted amount of that celebrated but ill-fated ex-
pedition, resting, as it does, entirely on the autho-
rity of Grecian writers, who represented facts in
the light the most unfavourable to their enemies,

* See DUNCAN’S Discourse on the Roman Art of War.
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+ THYE HORSE.

and the most glorious to their own gallant country-
men.

As, in the scale of excellence, the horse ranks
first of all animals coming under the denomina-
tion of cattle, and, as Buffon justly says of him,
“ possesses, along with grandeur of stature, the
greatest elegance and proportion of parts of all
quadrupeds,” it is not a matter of surprise, that, as
an image of motive vigour, he should have been the
subject of the chisel and the pencil of the first
artists in the world, or that the description of him
by the pen should have been not considered as
unworthy the greatest writers of antiquity. But
it is in his native simplicity, in those wild and
extensive plains where he was originally produced
—where he ranges without control, and riots in all
the variety of luxurious nature—that we can form
an adequate idea of this noble animal. It is here
that he disdains the assistance of man, which only

" tends to servitude ; and it is to a description of his
release from this servitude, his regaining his natural
liberty, that we are indebted for two of the finest
similes of the immortal Greek and Roman epic
bards. The return of Paris, with Hector, to the
battle of Troy, is thus given in the sixth book of
the Iliad :—

“ N ¥ o1 a5 evaris Ixwe;, dxeericas ixi Phem
Atepir dwsgertas Suin wdisie zgomivey,
Eiwlag Aevieln w“tfn wormusio,
Kodiiwr Opov 3 xdgn ixu, &ui 3 xaires
“Quois dieeorrar i 3 &yrainps wriwalag,
‘Piupa i yoiva Pigu pizd 7° Ahia xai vousr Iewan.”

And Virgil is considered to have even exceeded
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Homer, in that splendid passage in the eleventh
book of the Aneid, where Turnus turning out fully
accoutred for the fight, is compared to a horse that
has just broken loose from his stall :—

¢ Qualis, ubi abruptis fugit presepia vinclis,

Tandem liber equus, campoque potitus aperto,
Aut ille in pastus armentaque tendit equarum,
Aut, assuetus aquse perfundi flumine noto,
Emicat, arrectisque fremit cervicibus alte
Luxurians ; luduntque jube per colla, per armos.”

It is impossible, at this distance of time, to fix
upon the native country of the horse, as he has
been found, in various forms, and of various sizes,
in every region of the Old World. The difference
in size is easily accounted for. The origin of all
animals of the same species was doubtless the same
in the beginning of time, and it is chiefly climats
that has produced the change we perceive in them.
Warmth being congenial to his constitution, and
cold naturally injurious to him, he is produced in
the most perfect form, and in the greatest vigour,
when subject to the influence of the one, and not
only diminutive, but misshapen and comparatively
worthless, when exposed to the evils of the other.
Buffon, however, is wrong in making the horse indi-
genous to Arabia, as is clearly proved by a refe-
rence to the Sacred Writings. In the reign of
Saul, horse-breeding had not yet been introduced
into Arabia; for, in a war with some of the Ara-
bian nations, the Israelites got plunder in camels,
sheep, and asses, but still no horses. Even at the
time when Jerusalem was conquered and first de-
stroyed by Nebuchadnezzar, Arabia appears to have
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been without horses, as the Tyrians brought theirs
from Armenia. That the earliest available uses of
the active powers of hprses was adopted by the
Egyptians, the same authority satisfies us; for we
read in the third chapter of Genesis, that when
Joseph carried his father’s remains from Egypt to
Canaan, “ there went up with him both chariots
and horsemen.” One hundred and fifty years after-
wards, the horse constituted the principal strength
of the Egyptian army ; Pharaoh having pursued
the Israelites with ¢ six hundred chosen chariots,
and with all the chariots of Egypt.” The earliest
period now alluded to was 1650 years before the
birth of Christ; and 1450 years before that event,
the horse was so far naturalized in Greece, that
the Olympic Games were instituted, including cha-
riot and horse races.

The origin of the native horse of our own coun-
try is now merely a question of historical interest,
the discussion of which would not lead to much
practical benefit. That experiments, founded on
the study of his nature and properties, which have
from time to time been made to improve the breed,
and bring the different varieties to the perfection in
which we now find them, have succeeded, is best con-
firmed by the fact of the high estimation in which
the horses of Great Britain are held in all parts of
the civilized world; and it is not too much to
assert, that, although the cold, humid, and variable
nature of our climate is by no means favourable to
the production of these animals in their very best
Jform, we have, by great care, and after a lapse of
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nearly two centuries, by our attention to breeding,
high feeding, and good grooming, with consequent
development of the muscles, brought them to the
highest state of perfection (with one exception®) of
which their nature is susceptible. They may be
classed under the following heads, and treated of
individually, viz. the Race-Horse, thorough-bred
and not thorough-bred; the Hunter; the Hack-
ney, for various purposes ; the Charger; the Troop-
Horse; the Coach, Chariot, and Gig Horse ; the
Stage-coach and Post Horse ; and the Draught or
Cart Horse.

* The exception is the English cart-horse, as will be stated here-
after.



THE RACE HORSE.

PROGRESSIVE IMPROVEMENT OF THE ENGLISH BREED—
MEANING OF THE TERM “BLOOD”"—EASTERN HORSES—
BREEDING—WHAT CONSTITUTES A THOROUGH-BRED
HORSE {—REARING OF YOUNG RACING STOCK—IM-
PORTANCE OF WARMTH AND DRY FOOD—FORM—
ACTIPN— WIND—TEMPER —SPEED—EXPENSES OF A
BREEDING RACING STUD—VALUE OF B8STAKES AND
PRIZES—COLOUR OF THE THOROUGH-BRED HORSE-—
THE HALF-BRED RACER—WETHERBY'S STUD-BOOK.

AvrHoueH we may safely pronounce that the
native-breed of English horses, however esteemed
for other purposes, could not race, in the present
acceptation of that word, yet it is equally obvious
that they formed the parent stock of the renowned
English racer. The first step to improve it by a
cross with eastern blood, appears to have been
taken by James the First, who gave the enormous
sum (in those days) of £500 for an Arab stallion,
which, however, the Duke of Newcastle, in his work
on Horsemanship, (great authority at that time,)
wrote down, on account, chiefly, of his compara-
tively diminutive size. At the Restoration, how-
ever, there appears to have been a tolerably good
breed of horses in England, which Charles the
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EASTERN BLOOD. 9

Second improved by an importation of Barbs and
Turks, whose blood was engrafted on the original
stock, already very considerably ameliorated by the
services of a stallion called Place’s White Turk,
imported by Oliver Cromwell's Master of the Horse,
who bore that name; and afterwards by those of
the Helmsley Turk, followed by Fairfax’s Morocco
Barb. The change was at this time so visible, that
the Lord Harleigh of that day expressed his fears
lest it might be carried to such an extreme as to
extirpate the strong and useful horse, which, per-
haps, the majority of his countrymen were well
satisfied with before. In the latter end of Queen
Anne’s reign, however, the first great trump turned
up, to secure future success. This was a stallion,
called Darley’s Arabian, purchased in the Levant,
by a Yorkshire merchant of that name, although
without any real attestation of his pedigree, or
country. The prejudice against Arabians, and other
eastern horses, the effect of the Duke of Newecastle’s
anathema against them, having now, for the most
part, subsided, a good deal of their blood had been
infused into the mares of that day, when another
stallion, whose services were still more signal, ac-
cidentally made his appearance. We allude to the
Godolphin Arabian, as he was called, purchased out
of a cart in Paris, and consequently of uncertain
caste, but evidently the horse of the Desert ; who,
as will be hereafter shown, may be said to have won
the game. Although at first thought so meanly of,
as only to be used as a teazer, yet, fortunately for
the Turf, he lived twenty years after his services
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became notorious (by the accident of his being the
gire of a capital racer, out of a mare which the stal-
lion to which he was teazer refused to cover,) and,
strange to say, no very superior race-horse has
appeared in England, for many years, that cannot
be traced to his blood. The success of this horse
was much facilitated by the lucky coincidence of
his arrival in England at a critical time, that is to
say, when the stock from Darley’s horse, and the
several Arabs, Barbs, and Turks, together with the
Royal Mares imported by Charles the Second, had
been ‘¢ crossed,” as the term is, on each other ; and
had produced mares worthy to be the channel of
imparting his own transcendent qualities to poste-
rity. Taking it for granted, then, that the Eng-
lish race-horse is descended from Arabian, Turkish,
and African (Barb) blood; and also taking into
consideration the various peculiarities in the form
and power of each of those kinds, requiring modifi-
cation of shape, qualities, and action suited to the
purposes for which they were intended, it cannot
be denied, that a task of no ordinary difficulty was
imposed on the English horse-breeders, and that
they have executed that task with a masterly hand.
If other countries furnished the blood, England has
made the race-horse.

With the exception of one Eastern horse, called
the Wellesley Arabian, the grandsire of a winner
of the Oaks in 1826, also of Dandizette, who ran
second for that stake in 1823, and was the dam of
Exquisite, who ran second for the Derby in 1829,
the English Turf has benefited nothing, during the
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last half century, from the importation of foreign
blood. The fact is, that having once gotten posses-
sion of the essential constitutional parts necessary
to form the race-horse, and which will be described
hereafter, we ourselves have, by a superior know-
ledge of the animal, and the means of availing our-
selves of his capabilities, not only by rearing and
training, bat by riding him also, brought him to a
pitch of excellence which will not admit of further
improvement. Superior as is-the air of the Desert,
which is said to be so free from vapours, that the
brightest steel is not affected with rust, if exposed
to it for a night, to that of our humid and ever-
varying climate ; and propitious as it must be to
animals found, as the horse was found, in the great-
est perfection when reared in it; yet were the
finest Eastern horse that could be procured, brought
to the starting-post at Newmarket, with the advan-
tage of English training to-boot, he would have no
chance at any weight, or for any distance, with
even a second-rate English race-horse. It may not,
however, be uninteresting to point out what are the
essential racing points originally imparted to the
horse of our own breed by these foreign stallions
and mares, and without which they never would
have arrived at any thing approaching the excel-
lence which they have, for the last century, at-
tained.

A good deal of pains has been taken to define
the meaning of the term “ blood,” as applied to the
horse called thorough-bred. Osmer, an old but
accredited writer on the Horse, pronounced it to
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be a certain elegance of parts, derived from air,
climate, and food, which, being suitable to the true
natural conformation of the animal, enables him to
perform extraordinary feats of activity and motion,
coupled with great endurance of the highest bodily
exertion ; and hence the expression, * he shows a
vast deal of blood,” means nothing more than that
he is a truly formed race-horse. Where, he asks,
is the blood of the Ostrich, whose speed is so great,
that it can * laugh at the horse and his rider?!”
« If the good qualities of the race-horse,” says he,
¢ depend upon blood, we could not, as we often do,
see one horse very good, and his own brother, with
equal advantages of good keep and training, very
bad.” It was the opinion of this writer, that it
has been to the folly of expecting, that what is
termed high-blood, in the Eastern horses, unaccom-
panied with essential form, will produce a racer, so
many failures in the attempt to breed race-horses
have occurred ; that the virtue of what racing men
call « blood,” has been too much insisted upon, not
being sufficiently influenced by the fact, that it can
never be considered as independent of form and
matter. We conceive there is a great deal of truth
in each of the foregoing observations. Blood can-
not be considered independently of form and mat-
ter, inasmuch as the excellence of all horses must
depend on the mechanism of their frames, which, if
duly proportioned, and accompanied with superior
internal, as well as external organisation, gives
them stride, pace, and endurance. The quickness
of repeating this stride also, and the power of con-
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tinuance, will depend upon vigour of muscle, capa-
city of chest, and strength of the constrained lungs.
The result, then, of this argument is, that when we
speak of some of the celebrated stallions of former
days having transmitted the good properties of their
blood, or high eastern descent, to the race-horses of
the present time, we can only imply, that they have
imparted that true formation of parts, that firmness
of bone and sinew, and that general superior orga-
nisation, competent to give facility of action ; toge-
ther with great powers of respiration, which will
enable horses to last under the severest trials of
their powers. In fact, their excellence is in a great
manner mechanical. Were it not so, indeed, did
they not excel each other according to the degrees
of difference in their form and shape, and all the
constituent parts, full brothers and sisters would
prove of equal goodness on the race-course, health
and condition being on a par. But this is very far
from being the case; and, again, if it depended on
blood, the same horse would run alike on every
description of ground, which we know rarely hap-
pens; but of this we may be assured, that it is a
superiority of muscular substance, united with justly
proportioned shape, and not innate blood, which
enables a horse to bear to be pressed, on any descrip-
tion of ground, still more so upon such as is severe,
as several of our race-courses are.

Yet, if there must be this elegance of form, these
nice proportions in the limbs, or moving levers of
the race-horse, how is it that so many of those
called * cross-made,” 4. e. plain, and apparently dis-
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proportioned horses, possess the power or parts con-
ducive to speed and action? If blood can be defined
the peculiar elegance in the texture of the external
parts, how happens it that several very ugly horses
and mares have at all times distinguished themselves
on the Turf? Are there certain occult causes, not
discoverable to the eye, that produce this excel-
lence, to which the rules and laws of action appear
to be opposed ! On these points it may be observed,
first, that the force and effect of muscular motion
is nearly beyond our ken; and, secondly, such
horses are really not misshapen, inasmuch as they
are hidden virtues in the mechanism of their inter-
nal frames, which the eye cannot detect ; and where
deficient in one point, they are recompensed by
additional powers in others. They possess the
essential points, although not so elegantly dis-
played ; and this, we believe, is the case with other
animals than the horse ; although, generally speak-
ing, true symmetry in all is attended with corres-
ponding excellence in their useful properties, and
adaptation to the purposes of man.

Those persons who insist upon an innate quality
in what is termed ¢ blood,” are led to believe that
there is something in the nature of a thorough-bred
horse, which enables him to struggle in a race far
beyond his natural capabilities, and which is distin-
guished by the term ‘ game.” We do not think
there is. We learn from experience that horses
often allow themselves to be beaten by others which
are inferior to them, from sheer ill temper; but
their efforts to win a race, we consider to be merely
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limited by their physical powers, the effect of a
proper arrangement of their parts; and that the
operation of the mind, or spirit, has nothing at all
to do withit. The hero at the Olympic Games had,
and the champion of the British boxing ring may
have had, feelings which, from the superiority of
their nature, and the fact of their character, inte-
rest, and future happiness, being all involved in the
event, might have induced them to struggle even
to the very verge of life; but the same sense of
honour, and the same spirit of emulation, cannot
be ascribed to the race-horse. If his own act-
ing powers be unequal to those of others opposed
to him in the race, he yields to that superiority,
although it must be admitted, that what are called
sluggish horses will not try to exert themselves to
the utmost, unless urged to it by the spur and
whip ; and others, when spurred and whipped,
slacken, instead of increasing, their speed. The
final result of this discussion then is, that when, as
has been previously suggested, we speak of such
horses as King Herod, Highflyer, or Eclipse, having
transmitted their blood to the past and present
generations of running horses, we can only admit
that they have transmitted that true formation of
parts necessary to enable them to run races at a
prodigious rate of speed, and to endure the severity
of training for them.

Although we have spoken in disparagement of
horses of the East as racers, upon the same terms
with those of our own breeding, we are willing to
allow them the merit of being the parent stock of
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all our racing blood; as it is quite evident the
indigena of our own country, or of those European
ones which approximate to it, would never have
produced the sort of race-horse now seen on the
British Turf. The nature and character, indeed,
of the horse of the Desert, are peculiarly adapted
to an animal who, like the race-horse, is called
upon to put its physical powers to the severest test
to which nature, aided by art, can submit. In the
first place, the Arabian horse possesses a firmness of
leg and sinew unequalled by any other in the world.
This excellence, which he owes to climate, arises
from his having larger muscles and smaller bone
than other horses have ;—muscles and sinews being
the sole powers of acting, and on them depend the
lasting qualities of an animal going at the top of -
his speed. Bones being the weight to be lifted,
serve only to extend the parts; and it is evident,
that such as are small, but highly condensed, like
those of the deer, and the horse of the Desert, are,
by occupying less space, and containing less weight,
more easily acted upon by muscular force, than
such as are large and porous, and for a greater dura-
tion of time, without fatiguing the acting powers.
But the excellence of the Arabian horse, or horse
of the Desert, does not end with his highly con-
densed bone, and flat and wiry leg, so much
esteemed by the sportsman. All the muscles and
fibres of his frame are driven into closer contact
than those of any other breed ; and, by the mem-
branes and ligaments being composed of a finer and
thinner substance, he possesses the rare quality of
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union of strength with lightness, so essential to the
endurance of fatigue in all quick motions. He thus
moves quicker and with more force, by reason of
the lightness and solidity of the materials of which
his frame is composed ; and when, to these qualifi-
cations, are added the peculiar and deer-like ele-
gance of his form, and extraordinary share of mus-
cular power for his inches, he appears to furnish all
the requisites of the race-horse on a small scale.
We have already accounted for the present breed
of English race-horses being no longer susceptible
of improvement from any foreign blood. But it is
worth inquiring into the reason of the improvement
of the horse of the Desert, and indeed of all the
countries of* the East, not advancing towards per-
fection, as that of our own breed has dome. No
doubt, it was intended that we should improve
upon animal nature, as we improve our own, and
nowhere has the attempt been so successful as upon
our varieties of domestic cattle; but the horse of
the Desert now, if he have not retrograded in his
good qualities, is the same animal that he was
nearly two centuries back. With the exception of
the Wellesley Arabian, said to have been bred in
Persia, (but the assertion is unaccompanied by
proof,) who measured fifteen hands two inches
high, all the rest that have been imported have
been little better than Galloways, which must be
attributed to two causes; first, the want of being
forced, as our own horses are, in their colthood, by
high keep ; and secondly, by adhering too closely
to the indigenous breed, or that whose blood ie un-
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mixed, by which means it has dwindled. Accurate
observers must have noticed, that the greater part
of the horses brought to this country as Barbs and
Arabians have exhibited a palpable deficiency in
the points contributing to strength, and the want
of general substance is apparent at first sight. It
is true that, of late years, their estimation has so
diminished in this country, that no great pains
have been taken to procure stallions of the highest
caste, and scarcely any mares have been imported,
and several of those sent over have been accompa-
nied by very unsatisfactory pedigrees. We are,
however, inclined to think that, as the immediate
descendants of such horses are found quite ineffi-
cient as race-horses, and but few of the second or
third generation have turned up trumps, unless as
a rational experiment, the breeding of race-korses
from Arabians is at an end.

In corroboration, however, of the good qualities
of form and texture of this comparatively Lillipu-
tian breed, we give the following extract from a
letter of the late Captain Gwatkin, head of one of
the Honourable India Company’s studs, on the sub-
ject of crossing the English thorough-bred horse
with foreign blood, dated Hauper, Bengal, Septem-
ber 1828, to show, by their rate of going, their
great endurance under the combined pressure of
weight and speed ; for to have run these lengths
in the time specified, their height only averaging
fourteen hands one inch, and of course unfavourable
to speed, in addition to the ground being sandy,
and therefore void of elasticity, the pace must have
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been severe from end to end of the course. Unfor-
tunately the ages are not given, or a still better
judgment would be formed of the lasting powers of
these little animals under more than average

weight.*
RuN AT BENGAL.
Name. Weight. Time. Distance.
st. &, m. s
Purician, . . . 9 0 53 [Z0urdslesd
1807. Antelope, . . . 9 6 4 2]miles
1809. Patriot, . . . . 9 6 646 {3‘“"9"""37"’
Sulky, (sent to England,) 9 0 625 {3';::::"" 825
Oddsbobs, 9 0 {ran second in the above
race.
1818, Sirlowry, . . . 7 4 4 0 2miles
1820. Nimrod, . 810 4 6  2miles.
Sultan, (not 14 hmds,) 812 616 3 miles
1326. Paragon, (sent to England,) 11 0 420 2 miles.
Esterhazy, . . 11 7 342 1} miles.
Cavalier, (not 14 hands, ) 8 7 4 4 2miles.
1827. Champion, . . 11 7 344 1§ miles.
second heat of
1828, Barefoot, 84 67 {*gnh
Cornet, . 8 4 Ran second to Barefoot.
Chapeau de Pulle, 8 3 258 1jmiles.
Redgauntlet, . 90 5 6 2)miles.
Botherem, . . . 9 3 258 1) miles.
RUN AT PoONAH.
1827. Pyramus, (not 13 8,) . 90 4 8 2miles.
1828. Dragon, . . 88 4 4 2miles
RuN AT BoMBay.
1827. Slyboots, . . . 85 42 2mile.
Guaslight, . . . 90 616 3 miles.
Creeper, . . . 86 42 2miles.

* Sec Old Sporting Magaziue, vol. xxiv.

New Series, p. 12.
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RuN AT BARODA.

Name. Weight.  Time. Distance.
st. . m s
1827. Harlequin, . . . 8 4 6 9 3miles

RUN AT MADRAS.
1828. Orelio, . . .. 90 4 0 2miles

We have reason to believe, that the best use to
be made of Eastern horses, would be for the pro- -
duction of the English hunter, by the best shaped
hunting mares, nearly thorough-bred. By the
help of the dam, and our present improved system
of keeping young horse-stock, there would be little
fear of the produce not coming to a good size, even
in the first generation, as it is, for the most part,
the property of these horses to beget stock larger
than themselves ; but by crossing the female pro-
duce in the second with our large thorough-bred
horses, hunters for heavy weights might be looked
for, with every prospect of success. We know that
the virtue of the blood, or constituent parts, of the
horse that was no racer, (Marske, the sire of
Eclipse, for example,) has produced a racing son,
by acquiring proper formation of parts from the
dam ; and if to the fine form of the English hunter
could be added the firmness of leg and sinew for
which the Eastern horse is so conspicuous, but in
which the English hunter is too often deficient, in
conjunction with the larger muscles, more highly
condensed bone, and well-known powers of endur-
ance of the Eastern horse, not omitting his action,
which is generally first-rate, but of which a proper
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Jjudgment could be formed previously to the choice
of the stallion, a great improvement upon our pre-
sent race of hunters would be effected ; and all
such as were known to be thus bred would meet a
ready sale. It is a well-known fact, that some of
the most brilliant hunters England ever produced,
were got by Arabian stallions; and one, by Lord
Clive’s Arabian, was one of the best horses in Leices-
tershire, in Mr. Meynell’s day, over every descrip-
tion of country. He was the property of the late Mr.
Childe, of Kinlet Hall, Shropshire, who is said to
have been the first to introduce the present very
spirited style of riding after hounds. A powerful
Toorkoman stallion would not, we think, fail in
getting hunters out of good English mares. That
breed is the largest of any of the Eastern horses,
owing to being reared on better land.

One word more on the subject of the Eastern
horse, as connected with the English Turf. Owing
to the doubts and uncertainties that hang over the
pedigrees and countries of the most celebrated stal-
lions and mares which laid the foundation of our
present breed of racers, it is impossible to deter-
mine to which individual breed, whether to the
Turkish, the Barb, the Arabian, or the Persian,
are the greater advantages derived from them to
be attributed. They appear to us to be pretty
equally divided. To the Byerly Turk we are in-
debted for the Herod blood (sire of Highflyer) ; to
the Godolphin Arabian, said to be a Barb, for the
Matchem blood, the stoutest of any ; to the Darley
Arabian, (the sire of Flying Childers,) for the
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Eclipse blood ; and to the Wellesley Arabian,
believed to be a Persian horse, to the only real
advantage gained to English race-horses, by a
foreign cross, in later years. It must, however, be
observed, that the most famous horses of the last
century, such as Childers, Old Crab, Eclipse, and
King Herod, did not appear on the Turf before
they were five years old ; which leads us to sup-
pose, that the failure of horses subsequently bred,
as they themselves were bred, from Oriental blood,
and trained at an early age, may, in great part, be
attributed to the fact, of the immediate produce of
such horses requiring more time to come to matu-
rity, or even to a certain degree of maturity, than
those, like our present breed of race-horses, farther
removed from such blood ; and the cause may be
attributed to climate. It is reasonable to suppose,
that the produce of stallions and mares bred in the
Torrid Zone, would come slower to perfection in a
damper and colder country than it would have done
in its own; and we may infer from this, that, in
proportion as horses were brought earlier to the
post, and races shortened in distance, Eastern blood
got into disrepute.

As to the comparative speed of Arabian and
English race-horses, England is not the arena on
which it can be fairly decided, inasmuch as the
total change of food, system, and climate, must
operate more powerfully on the Arab brought to
England after a certain age, than on the English
horse, taken to India under similar circumstances,
for reasons too obvious to require to be mentioned.
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It may, however, be stated, on the best Indian
authorities on this subject, that the best Arab, on
his own ground, has not a shadow of a chance
against an imported English racer, in any thing
like a good form. The celebrated race on the Cal- °
cutta course, between Pyramus and Recruit—the
former the best Arab of his year, the latter a
second-rate English race-horse by Whalebone, the
property of the Marquis of Exeter—settled this
point, inasmuch as allowance was made for the
comparatively diminutive size of the Arab, it being
what is termed a give-and-take match, or weight
for inches, in which Recruit carried 10 stone 12
pounds, and Pyramus only 8 stone 3 pounds, an
extra allowance of 7 pounds having been given to
him as an Arab.

“ Pyramus,” says the reporter of this race, *is
as good an Arab (he had previously beaten all the
best Arabs in Calcutta for the gold cup) as has
appeared for many years. His condition was un-
deniable ; the distance was all in his favour ; and
he was ridden with superior judgment ; so that the
result of his match with Recruit may be considered
to have established this as an axiom, that no allow-
ance of weight within the bounds of moderation
can bring the best Arab, even in the climate most
congenial to him, upon a par with an English
thorough-bred horse of moderate goodness. In
addition to all these circumstances in favour of
Pyramus, it must be remembered that Recruit
only landed on the 28th of May, (the race was
run in January,) after a voyage of five months.”
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This statement is borne out by one of the articles
of the Auckland Cup, the annual gift of the Gover-
nor of Bengal, in which, for the year 1840, English
horses were weighted at 2 stones 7 pounds beyond
" that carried by Arabs.

Breepine THE Rack-Horse.—Amongst the many
things in the history of Ancient Greece that have
called forth the admiration of mankind, the cele-
brated games of Olympia claim the foremost place.
Independently of their religious association, and
advancement of literary spirit, they were highly
serviceable to the country; and none proved more
so than those at which horse-racing was introduced,
which appear to have been completely established
in the 25th Olympiad. That the improvement of
the native breed of horses was the chief object of
the Government, is beyond all doubt, as it has
been that of all others who have given encourage-
ment to racing ; and it is equally apparent, that
the Thessalian courser, so highly extolled by Pin-
dar, and likewise so terrible in war, was the result
of a foreign cross. So essential, indeed, was this
object considered in Greece, where horses were very
scarce even after the time of Pindar, that it is
stated, on the authority of Aretius, in a note on
Pindar’s second Isthmian Ode, that there was a
general law in Greece, requiring all who were able
to breed horses. The state of perfection their horses
had approached at this early period is beyond the
power of conjecture; but in Great Britain, from
the highly cultivated knowledge of the mechanical
structure of living bodies, with the junction of best
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shapes—although, but for the stimulus given by
racing, this knowledge would have been compara-
tively in its infancy— the horse has arrived at the
highest state of perfection of which his nature is
capable ; and in whatever country and in whatever
climate his racing powers are put to the test, he
has scarcely found a rival, excepting under very
disadvantageous circumstances. It is true, his
lasting qualities were doubted, and he was chal-
lenged to rebut the charge; and the following was
the result. On the 4th of August 1825, two
second-rate English racers, Sharper and Mina,
contended against the most celebrated Cossack
horses from the Don, the Black Sea, and the Ural,
in a race of the cruel length of forty-seven miles.
At Starting, Sharper and Mina ran away with
their riders more than a mile, and up a steep hill,
when the latter horse broke down, and pulled up.
Half the distance was run in an hour and forty
minutes. In the last half, only one of the Cos-
sack horses was able to contend with Sharper,
who, notwithstanding every foul advantage was
taken by changing the weight, and dragging along
his opponent by a rope, won his race in gallant
style, performing the distance in two hours and
forty-eight minutes. At starting, the English
horses carried three stone more weight than the
Cossacks ; and, during the latter half of the race,
the one Cossack who remained in it was ridden by
a mere child. ’

From the export trade to the Continent of
English horses, and particularly those of full blood,

o}
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joined to the low price of horse food during the last
twenty years, and on which there is not much
prospect of an advance, occupiers of land cannot
turn their attention to a much surer source.of pro-
fit than that of breeding horses, provided they go
judiciously to work. But, unfortunately for the
speculators in this branch of rural economics, too
much is left to chance and experiment, and thus
horse-breeding becomes absolutely a matter of
speculation, instead of a matter of judgment. It
is true, those noblemen and gentlemen whose studs
have become eminent on the Turf, cannot be in-
cluded in this charge ; but, even with the benefit of
great experience, and various other advantages, the
utmost exercise of their judgment is required, to
ensure even a prospect of success against such a
field as they have to contend with. Having said
this, we will lay down a few practical rules for
bneeding and rearing the various kinds of horses
now used in Great Britain, commencing, as before
stated, with that of the Race-Horse.

In the first place, it may be observed, there has
been a great deal of discussion in various publica-
tions on Sporting, but to very little purpose, on
the much agitated question, * What constitutes
full blood, or, what is termed, a thorough-bred
horse?!” We consider this question as very easily
decided ; the term  thorough-bred horse” merely
implying one that can be traced through the Stud-
Book, by sire and dam, to any Eastern stallion, or
to what were called the Royal Mares, imported by
Charles the Second, as they, together with two or
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three of ‘the first imported stallions; form the ne
Plus ultra of all racing pedigrees. As to the asser-
tion, that, for a horse to claim the title of thorough-
bred, it is necessary he should be of pure Oriental
descent, it cannot for a moment be supported ; as,
independently of the fact, that only two mares are
stated in the Stud-Book, or elsewhere, on autho-
rity, to have been imported into England, in the
early days of racing, it is well known that the first
British race-horses were those of British breed,
changed, ameliorated, and, at last, perfected by the
admixture of Eastern blood, and judicious crossing
afterwards. :

The effect of what is called crossing blood is as
follows : The first cross gives one-half, or 50 per
cent. ; the second 75 per cent.; the third 874 per
cent.; and the fourth 933 per cent. In sheep,
after this, if the ewes have been properly selected,
the difference in the wool between the original
stock and the mixed breed is scarcely perceptible ;
but with the horse, the breeder must not stop here,
if he means to produce a race-horse ; and a curious
fact is stated respecting sheep, on the authority of
the Count Veltheim, of Brunswick, an extensive
breeder of that species of stock. ¢ It has fre-
quently occurred to me,” says he, ¢ that rams,
which, after an improvement of four or five descents,
have rivalled all the visible qualities of the purest
Merinos, when employed in propagation, have got
very ordinary lambs, and consequently they are
not fit to be used for breeding. On the other hand,
a fact may be stated, wherein, after a very oppo-
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site cross, pure blood, with evident improvement
upon the original stock, was procured on the eighth
descent. The late Lord Orford, very celebrated
for his greyhounds, finding them degenerating in
courage, crossed his best bitches with a bull-dog.
The result was, after several re-crossings with pure
blood, that breed of greyhounds for which he was
so eminently distinguished. The immediate descen-
dants, however, of the Eastern horses, have, almost
without an exception, proved so deficient of late
years, that our breeders will no more have recourse
to them, than the farmer would to the natural oat,
which is little better than a weed, to produce a
sample that should rival that of hia neighbours, in
the market.”

Much speculation has also been indulged in, as
to the effect of close affinity, in breeding the race-
horse, or what is called breeding in-and-in ; a sys-
tem which has eminently succeeded in breeding
cattle, and also with Lord Egremont’s racing stud.
Beginning with Flying Childers, several of our
very best racers have been very closely bred ; and
it certainly appears reasonable that, as like is said
to produce like, if we have high form and superior
organisation in an own brother and sister, that high
form and superior organisation would be very likely
to be continued to their incestuous produce. In a
work called ¢ Observations on Breeding for the
Turf,” published a few years back, by Nicholas
Hankey Smith, who resided a long time among the
Arabs, the author gives his opinion, that colts bred
in-and-in show more blood in their heads, are of
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better form, and fit to start with fewer sweats,
than others; but when the breed is continued in-
cestuous for three or four crosses, the animal, he
thinks, degenerates. By breeding in-and-in, how-
ever, he does not insist upon the necessity of breed-
ing from brother and sister, or putting a mare to
her own sire, or the sire to his own dam ; but after
the first cross, to return to original blood. A re-
cent proof of the good effect of a close affinity in
race-horses may be found in the produce of the
dam of his late Majesty’s favourite mare Maria.
By those celebrated stallions, Rubens and Sooth-
sayer, they were worthless ; but by Waterloo and
Rainbow, grandsons of Sir Peter, and thus com-
bining much of her own blood, they could run to
win. :

We now come to the most certain source of pro-
ducing good racers, namely, the choice of stallions
and mares, and the treatment of the produce in
their colthood. But as regards the two first-named
requisites, reference must be had to the parts of
the country in which horses are intended to run.
If, for the short races of Newmarket, so much the
fashion of the present day, a differently formed
animal would be required to one intended to clear
his way on the provincial courses. But whether it
be one description of a race-horse or amother, al-
though the laws of nature are not always certain,
a proper junction of shape, or similarity in forma-
tion of horse and mare, together with a due regard
to blood, gives the fairest prospect of success. We
admit it is difficult to account for the degrees
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of excellence between the runming of two full bro-
thers or sisters, where it does not arise (a common
case we conceive) from some violence or impression
on the womb, when the feetus is in a soft state, or
from a decline in the constitution of the mare, sub-
sequent to her last produce; but when we find the
produce of two highly-bred animals, both apparently
well formed and sound, and with a proper admix-
ture of blood, unable to race, we can attribute it to
no other cause than a dissimilitude of parts in the
horse and the mare, or a similitude of some parts
tending to an extreme in both. Without going so
far as to assert that there is no innate quality in
blood, we may safely pronounce it so far from being,
as some have gupposed it to be, independent of form
and matter, that, unless accompanied with suitable
form and action, it is of very little value in a race-
horse. ¢ Sometimes,” as Sancho says, * we look
for one thing and find another;” but we know of
no instance of a bad, misshapen horse and a bad,
misshapen mare, however highly bred, producing
good runners.

The first and most important point in the choice
of a brood-mare for a racing stud, is the soundness
of her constitution and limbs ; although, of course,
it is desirable she should be of good size and shape,
with substance. How highly soever she may be
bred, and however well she may have run, if she
have not a sound frame, she cannot be depended
upon to breed racers. If she have never been train-
ed, of course the risk is increased; but, in either
case, her form and action must not be overlooked,
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as it too often is, rendering the breeding of tho-
rough-bred stock a mere matter of chance. Should
she have appeared in public, her racing capabilities
are to be consulted. For example, if pace (speed)
was her best, as the jockies say, a stallion should
be selected, who, by the known stoutness of his
running, is likely to tie her produce to pace, or, in
other words, to give them both speed and endur-
ance in a race. Her frame should be roomy, or
her produce will be apt to be small, although, it
must be admitted, there are exceptions to this rule.
She should be of, what is termed, fashionable blood,
for, if she be not, and her produce should come to
the hammer, previous to trial, they would prove
utterly worthless in the market.

It cannot admit of a doubt, that it is trespassing
on the powers of nature to expect a mare, or any
other female animal, to nourish her fetus, in em-
bryo, so perfectly during the time she is giving
suck, as if she were dry or without milk. Never-
theless, it is customary to put all blood mares to
the horse the ninth day after foaling, and it is
almost toa much to expect that the owners will let
them lie fallow, although they may in some mea-
sure resemble the man who cut up his goose to get
at the golden egg. During the period of gestation,
however, the thorough-bred mare should be highly
kept. All animals well fed, produce their species
of a superior description to those which are not
well fed; -and nothing more forcibly shows the
beneficial effect of warmth in rearing superior va-
rieties of the horse, than that the half-starved
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horse of the Desert should be as good as he is even
now found to be.

In a racing-stud, the period of putting mares to
the horse is much earlier in the year than that of
any other sort, by reason of their produce being
almost always called upon to go into work before
they are two years old. In fact, they can scarcely
be dropped too soon in the commencement of a new .
year, where proper accommodations are provided
for them. A peep into the three volumes of the
Stud-Book will satisfy inquirers into these matters,
that some mares have produced more than twenty
colts and fillies, and, in a few instances, the greater
part of them proved good runmners; but, we should
be inclined to think that the average would not
exceed six, as the produce of each mare. It some-
times occurs that mares are put into a breeding-
stud, when affected by severe lameness in the feet.
When this is the case, the operations of neurotomy
or unnerving is recommended ; as pain, by produc-
ing fever, not only is injurious to the formation of
the fmtus, but often causes abortion. Bad, putrid
smells, or being struck on the nose, also produce
abortion in brood mares.

Virgil, in his excellent remarks on breeding
horses, tells those of his readers who wished to gain
a prize, to look to the dam ; and, until of very late
years, it was the prevailing opinion of Englishmen,
that, in breeding a racer, the mare is more essen-
tial than the horse to the production of him, in his
highest form, and we know it to have been the
notion entertained by the late Earl of Grosvenor,
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the most extensive, though not perhaps the most
successful, breeder of thorough-bred stock England
ever saw. The truth of this supposition, however,
has not been confirmed by the experience of the
last half century, and much more dependence is
now placed on the stallion than on the mare. The
racing calendar, indeed, clearly proves the fact.
Notwithstanding the prodigious number of very
highly bred and equally good mares that are every
year put to the horse, it is from such as are put to
our very best stallions that the great winners are
produced. This can in no other way be accounted
for, than by such horses having the faculty of im-
parting to their progeny the peculiar external and
internal formation absolutely essential to the first-
rate race-horse ; or, if the term ¢ blood” be insist-
ed upon, that certain innate but not preternatural
virtue, peculiarly belonging to some horses but not
to others, which, when it meets with no opposition
from the mare, or, in the language of the stable,
when ¢ the cross nicks™ by the mare admitting of
a junction of good shapes, seldom fails in producing
a race-horse, in his very best form. It is obvious,
then, that owners of racing-studs should not hesi-
tate at paying the difference between the price of
a first-rate stallion and an inferior one; and there
is always one of the former to be found, to suit
every description of mare. Breeders of all kinds
of horses, but of the race-horse above all others,
scarcely require to be cautioned against purchasing,
or breeding from, mares, or putting them to stal-
lions, constitutionally infirm. By * constitutionally
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infirm,” is chiefly implied having a tendency to fail
in their legs and feet, during their training, which
too many of our present racing-breed are given to;
although the severity of training is not equal to
what it was some years back. It would be invidi-
ous to particularise individual sorts; but we could
name stallions and mares, from which the greatest
expectations were raised, whose progeny have sacri-
ficed thousands of their owners’ money, entirely
from this cause. It having been clearly shown,
not only in theory but in practice, that the diseases
and defects of horses are for the most part heredi-
tary, we may be induced to give credit to the as-
sertion, that the Arabians, after having brought
their breed of horses to the highest pitch of im-
provement of which they themselves considered
them capable, have preserved their chief perfec-
tions, namely, great endurance of fatigue, with
highly organised matter, and natural soundness of
limb—by restricting the use of stallions until ap-
proved of by a public inspector of them. Indeed,
in several European states, similar precautions are
taken, and stallions are provided by their govern-
ments, for the use of farmers and others who breed
horses, and care is taken in the selection of them
to avoid all such as have proved naturally unsound,
or been affected by any disease, the influence of
which may be hereditary. No part of veterinary
pathology is more interesting than that which re-
lates to the hereditableness of disease ; and, as an
eminent French writer (Professor Dupuy,) on the
veterinary art, observes, * That person will render
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an important service to his country, and to rural
economy in general, who may show, by incontes-
tible evidence, that those organic diseases (farcy
and glanders) are very often hereditary. I knewa
mare whose body on dissection presented every ap-
pearance of glanders; her filly died at the age of
44 years of the same tuberculous affection. The
other offspring of this mare inherited her particu-
lar conformation, and her propensities to bite and
kick.” The Professor produces three similar in-
stances of inherited disease, all of which, he says,
were too evident and well-marked to admit the
possibility of any serious mistake, and were attest-
ed by the professors of the Veterinary School at
Alford. Similar observations follow in relation to
the diseases of oxen, cows, sheep, and swine, as also
of ophthalmia in horses, all of which are transmit-
ted from one generation to another, the effect of
hereditary influence. ¢ These considerations,” con-
tinues the Professor, ¢ to us are of the greatest
moment, since we have it in our power, by coupling
and crossing well-known breeds, to lessen the num-
ber of animals predisposed to these diseases. Act-
ing up to such ideas, our line of conduct is marked
out. We must banish from our establishments,
designed to improve the breed, such animals as
show any signs of tuberculous disease, or any ana-
logous affection. Above all, no stallion should be
allowed to remainin a wet or cold situation, in con-
sequence of the evils likely to result therefrom.”

In consideration of the preference given to the
stallion over the mare, in the propagation of racing-
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stock, may be quoted the following passage from
Percival’s Lectures on the Veterinary Art (Lon-
don 1826.) “ It might be supposed that the part
the male takes in fecundation is comparatively a
very unimportant one; it must be remembered,
however, that the copulative act is the essential
first canse, that therein the action of the organs is
natural and sympathetic, and that the result is the
generation of a new animal, bearing a likeness to
one or both of the parents; from which it would
appear, although the physical part of the male is
simply to project the sperm into the female, who
alone has the power of rendering it efficacious, that
the influence of the sperm is much greater in the
generative process than we seem to have any notion
of, or at least than we have been able to reveal the
nature of in physiology.” *

Rearing o Youne Racive Stock.—Under all
circumstances, there is too much resemblance be-
tween the speculations of the Turf and a lottery ;
but, as the prizes it exhibits are valuable, the most
effectual means of obtaining them should be adopt-
ed. It signifies little what care and circumspection
have been exercised in the selection of stallions and
mares, with a view of breeding racers; the prospect
of success is very limited indeed at the present
day, unless the produce be reared according to the
improved system acted upon in our first-rate racing
establishments. Such was the pertinacity of opi-

* Lecture 59, On the Physiology of the organs of Generation,
Male and Female, page 94.
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nion, combined with long-established prejudices,
and in direct opposition to the daily acknowledged
fact of dry and warm countries having been the
first to produce the horse in perfection, that it is
only within a very few years that young thorough-
bred stock has been reared in the manner in which
it should be reared. A thorough-bred colt may
now be said to be in training from the day on which
he is dropped, so great is the care taken to force
him into shape and substance.* Not only is he
drawing from the teats of his dam the milk of a
highly fed animal, and consequently, in itself high-
ly nutritious, but, before he is twelve months old,
he eats nearly two bushels of oats per week. The
time for expansion of frame is youth, and, when
we see a two-year-old at the post, with eight stone
four pounds on his back, which is to be seen in
every meeting at Newmarket, and looking like a
horse able to carry a light man after hounds, we
most cordially assent to the answer given by the -
most experienced Newmarket trainer of the present
age to the question, What is the best method of
rearing a racing colt? ¢ First observe,” said he,
« that the blood, or cross, is good ; secondly, breed
him as you would a sheep, from a roomy dam ; and

* An American gentleman, who visited several of the studs in the
neighbourhood of Doncaster, thus expresses himself : « I was much
astonished to find that the little foals of a few months old had shoes
on, and gave evidence of having been carefully groomed from the
time they were able to bear this attention. I think I saw foals of
eight months old as large as our yearlings—yearlings as large as our
two-year-olds, and two year old colts as large as our three-year-olds.”
—Spirit of the New York Times, November 28, 1840.
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thirdly, give him as little green meat as possible,
and as much corn as he will eat.” The trainer we
allude to has now retired, but he had all the young
stock of the Duke of Grafton, and many of the
first and most successful sportsmen in England,
through his hands, and the annual disbursements
of his establishment exceeded ten thousand pounds.
That dry, and ¢ hard food,” as it is called, is the
natural food of the parent stock from which our
race-horses are descended, is beyond all doubt ; and
that the firmness of their acting parts is attributable
to that, and to the warmth and dryness of the cli-
mate, is also admitted. Is it, then, to be wondered
at, that breeders of horses, and not only of race-
horses, have at length found out that dry food and
warmth have the same effect in the Temperate as
they have had, and now have, in the Torrid Zone?
that they have discovered that, when colts are bred
on rich succulent food, and subject to a humid at-
mosphere, the bulk of the body increases out of
proportion to the strength of the bones; and to
these predisposing causes are also to be attributed
most of the false points which we find in horses,
such as fleshy shoulders, deficiency of muscle, weak
pasterns, and flat feet? Virgil discovered this
nearly two thousand years ago, and, when speaking
in praise of Epirus, as suitable to the breeding of
horses, emphatically observes :—
“ Continuo has leges @ternaque fasdera certis,
Imposuit natura locis.” Geory. 1, 1. 60.

So careful, however, now are some of our princi-

pal and most successful breeders of race-horses to
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avoid these evils, that not only is a thorough-bred
colt eating grass ad libitum become a rare sight,
but he is not suffered to be exposed to rain, even in
the midst of summer, no, not even to a temporary
shower. The effect of rain upon horses’ ‘backs is
found to produce the worst of diseases—glanders,
for instance, as is well known to all cavalry officers
who have been on service with their regiments;
and it cannot be innocuous to the highly-bred foal,
or colt. That he should be sheltered from the cold
of winter, need scarcely be insisted upon here, al-
though we are rather inclined to think, that, in the
generality of breeding establishments, he is more
exposed to weather in the winter than he ought to
be. There is no objection to a moderate allowance
of carrots, and a little green food ; but, according
to the old Greek proverb, Aaos Biog, arra daura,
another life, another diet, we must hear no more of’
the ‘ natural food” of an animal insisted upon by
many, who is so far called upon to outstrip the laws
of nature as to begin to work at fourteen months
old, and to appear at the starting-post at two years
old, displaying the form, character, and strength of
one nearly arrived at maturity. Neither is the
land on which a racing-stud is situated oftentimes
sufficiently considered ; but a want of such consi-
deration has been the source of great loss. It is
in vain to expect success unless upon that which
is dry, and consequently of sound subsoil; and
what is termed  upland ground™ is most favour-
able. Walls, independently of security, are pre-
ferable to hedges, for inclosures to breeding pad-
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docks, as the latter harbour flies, which are very
injurious to young stock, and also to their dams, in
hot weather; but the present small dimensions of
breeding paddocks, not exceeding a quarter of an
acre, and many still less, preclude the use of hedges.

Racing colts are physicked when foals, and perio-
dically afterwards ; their hoofs, also, are pared with
a drawing knife, that, by shortening the toe, the
heel may have liberty to expand. Physic, in this
case, may be termed the safety valve, and such it
is in reality, for this system of forcing nature can-
not be free from danger. It is found, however,
materially to promote growth, as indeed does the
work that our racing-colts perform at such a very
early age. Muscular action produces muscular
strength, and growth will be the result. We have
seen & colt that measured upwards of fifteen hands
in height on the day twelvemonth which he had
been weaned from his dam.

Racing colts can scarcely be handled too soon : —

“ Dum faciles animi juvenum, dum mobilis wmtas,”

as Virgil says of the bulls; and Horace illustrates
the necessity of early erudition of the human species
by the excellence of horses which have been well
broken in when young. The first breaking in of
colts is also alluded to by Ovid, who, like Horace,
is in favour of very careful treatment of them, and
reminds us of the necessity of it in the following
beautiful line : —

¢ Frenaque vix patitur de grege captus equus.”
The system of breaking colts, however, is not only



FOALING. ' 41

thoroughly well understood in our racing establish-
ments, but is accomplished with much less severity
than it formerly was, and consequently with less
danger to the animal.

The time of foaling is one of great interest to
owners of valuable brood mares, and particularly so
when the produce is engaged, perhaps heavily, or
when they are of what is termed a running family.
The attention of the stud-groom is directed by
sundry forewarnings, the most palpable of which is
what is called * waxing of the udder,” and appear-
ance of milk, which generally precede parturition
two or three days, but in some instances more. As
the mare brings forth on her legs, there is little
fear of the foal being overlaid by the mother; but
the less she is disturbed the better, lest she should
trample on its legs. Her treatment afterwards is
now so well understood, that nothing requires to
be said about it; but a bran mash, with from
four to six ounces of nitre dissolved in it, given as
soon as she has brought forth, keeps off fever. The
great preventive of accidents to foals, is the simple
contrivance of rollers on the sides of the door-frames,
which secure them from being injured as they rush
out of the hovel or shed by the side of their dams,
especially in cases of alarm.

Some persons prefer purchasing to breeding young
racing stock, and it is difficult to determine between
the advantages and disadvantages of the systems.
It is true that, in the first case, the purchaser has
a certainty of some return for his money, inasmuch
as he gets his colt or filly, which the breeder may

D
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never get, after incurring a great expense on the
mare. The price of a promising yearling, from
three to five hundred guineas, is a large sum to
begin with; and we cannot, in this instance, say
with Varro, ¢ that a good horse is known from the
first.” If purchased after he has appeared in pub-
lic, at two years old, of fashionable blood, and having
run in front, he is not to be purchased much under
a thousand guineas, which is a large sum to realise,
when added to concomitant expenses. Nothing but
the immense amount of stakes for young racing-
stock can justify such a speculation. For example,
in 1824, a filly of the Duke of Grafton’s won four
thousand four hundred and fifty guineas, public
money, by only starting twice.

One of the principal drawbacks from the pros-
pects of success in a racing establishment, is a com-
plaint called the Distemper, a sort of catarrhal
fever, the cause of which is generally attributed to
atmospheric influence, and also to any other which
may produce what is termed a cold. Unlike com-
mon catarrhs, however, the distemper will run
through a whole stud of horses; and if it do not,
as it frequently does, end in an affection of the
lungs, it leaves a lassitude behind it, which requires
some time to remove. As a hot sun, with cold
winds in spring, and the humid air of the autumn,
are the chief predisposing causes of this complaint,
an even temperature in the stable, and warm cloth-
ing when out of it, together with avoiding exposure
to extremes of heat and cold, are the best safeguards
against its attacks. It may be compared to a frost
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over the blossoms, which in one night blasts all
former hopes of a crop.

A most interesting event to a breeder of tho-
rough-bred stock is the trial of their racing powers,
which at once decides the question of their being
worth the expense of training to run ornot. There
is a great deal of judgment necessary in the act of
trying even old horses, but still more is required to
form a just estimate of a young one, from the diffi-
culty of knowing when he is quite up to the mark,
as well as of keeping him there till it may be con-
venient to try him;—and it is not always so,
owing to bad weather, the trial of young things
being generally very early in the year. This sub-
ject, however, coming more properly under the
head of Training the Race-horse, will be treated of
at a future time.

But we have not yet spoken of the form of the
race-horse, which we will now describe; and as
nothing can be considered characteristic of a species
but what is perfect of its sort, we will so far endea-
vour to make the pen perform the task of the pen-
cil, as to portray his cardinal points, as nearly per-
fect as such means will admit of. Nature herself,
perhaps, rarely exhibits perfect models in the ani-
mal world, leaving the completion of her skill to
human sagacity ; neither is undeviating symmetry
absolutely necessary in a race-horse. In every
composite, however, beauty consists in the apt con-
nexion of its parts with each other, and just pro-
portions in the limbs and moving levers, coupled
with that elegance of form in which there is no



44 THE RACE-HORSE.

unnecessary weight to oppress the muscles, so peculiar
to the highly bred race-horse, is all that need be
insisted upon in a racer. It is nevertheless hard
to say what horse will make a racer, and also what
will not, until put to the test; for how many horses
have appeared which the eye of the sportsman
would not wish to study, and yet have proved
themselves very capital runners? This excellence,
however, in those ¢ cross-made horses,” as they are
termed, not mis-shapen ones, arises, as has been
before observed, from their possessing parts con-
ducive to speed and action, not, perhaps, very
strikingly displayed, but by means of greater
length and depth, and a peculiar manner of setting
on of the acting parts, enabling them to excel
others, much handsomer to the eye, but wanting
in either proper declivity, length, or, what is still
more probable, in circular extent of those parts.
Thus, as the wise muan, according to the Stoics,
alone is beautiful, so is a race-horse to be admired
solely for those points which make him a good
race-horse.

Although symmetry and proportion form a per-
fect figure, and they become deformities when any
of the component parts exceed or fall short of their
due proportions, yet it is not always necessary to
measure by the standard of perfection. Suffice it,
then, to state the generally approved points of the
English race-horse.

We commence with the head, not merely because
it has always been considered as the most honour-
able member in the human frame, but as it is one
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of the leading characteristics of the thorough-bred
horse. His broad angular forehead gives him that
beautiful expression of countenance which no other
breed possesses ; and the tapering of the face from
the forehead to the muzzle forms a striking contrast
with the large face of the cart-horse, and the fore-
head scarcely wider than the face.

HEAD OF A RACER. HEAD OF A CART-HORSE.

The race-horse should have a black, lively, and
rather prominent eye, which denotes a sound con-
stitution ; and as horses do not breathe through
the mouth, but only through the nose, the nostrils
should be rather expanded and flexible, that they
may accommodate themselves to quickened respira-
tiou, as the speed of the animal increases. But
they should not be over large. * Naribus non
angustis,” says Varro, and he is right. Beauty in
the head of the race-horse, however, is only a
secondary consideration to the manner in which it
should form a junction with the neck, as on that,
in a great measure, depends the goodness of his
wind in a race. His jaws should not only be thin,
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and not approach too near together at the throat,
but they should not extend too high towards the
onset, or they will impede his freedom of breathing.
The neck of all horses should be muscular; but
what is called a loose neck in a race-horse, is not
8o objectionable as in a hunter, and is considered
as indicative of speed. But as the head of a horse
may be called the helm which guides his course,
changes and directs his motions, it is not only
desirable that, as he cannot move his head but with
the muscles of his neck, those muscles should be
pliant, but that he should also have what is termed
a good mouth. It is asserted, that the weight of
the head and neck, the effect increasing with their
distance from the trunk, adds to the speed of the
horse by throwing his weight forward ; but this is
no argument for additional weight or length in
those parts, which ought to be duly proportioned
to the trunk. The neck of the race-horse should
be in no extreme, but rather long than otherwise,
and not too much arched.

As horses are said to go with their shoulders,
these may be considered as highly important points.
They vary in form more than any other part of the
horse’s frame. Those of Flying Childers rose very
high and fine towards the withers; whereas a fir-
kin of butter is said to have rested, unsupported,
on the withers of Eclipse, when in covering condi-
tion. Upright shoulders, however, being an im-
pediment to speed, obliquity of the scapula is
absolutely necessary, but we do not insist upon
their running fine at the withers. We consider the
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shoulders of Eclipse to have resembled those of the
grey-hound, wide at the upper part, and nearly on a
line with the back. Large, or even what are called
coarse shoulders, contribute greatly to stremgth,
and are no impediment to speed, if there is proper
declivity of the scapula or shoulder-bone. The
withers, when high or thin, should enlarge gra-
dually downwards, and there should be four or five
inches between the fore-thighs, but less between
the fetlocks or ankles and the feet.

The true position of the limbs is a most material
point in the race-horse, as it causes him to stand
over more ground than one which is otherwise
formed, although possessing a more extended frame.
One of these essential points is, the setting on of,
and length in, the fore-arm, or part from shoulder
to knee in the foreleg ; and another is the declen-
sion of the haunch to the hock in the hind-leg,
which is termed ¢ well let down in the thigh.” It
is from having those points in excess that enables
the hare to describe a far greater circle, and cover
more ground at one stroke than any other animal
nearly double her size. In fact, the arm should
be set on at the extreme point of the shoulder,
which insures this act of extension, and also adds
to the declivity of the shoulder. The knee should
be broad and flat, and if appearing somewhat pro-
minent, the better. All the Herod legs had pro-
minent knees, and no legs stood work better than
they did. Concussion in galloping is diminished
in legs 8o formed. The cannon or shank, from
knee to fetlock, should be of moderate length in
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the race-horse, (longer than in the hunter,) and,
above all, the leg should appear flat, not round,
with sinews and bones distinct, and the former
appearing to be very firmly braced. The pastern
of the race-horse should be long, lax, and rather
small than otherwise ; length and laxness serving
as springs, and smallness contributing to agility,
and consequently to perseverance or bottom. Some
comparison will hold good between this point in a
horse, and the ‘ small of the leg,” as it is called,
of a man, in contradistinction to the calf. Under
the pressure of fatigue, no man complains of the
“small of his leg” giving him uneasiness, but his
calves often give him notice that he has done too
much. The hoof of the race-horse should be of
moderate size, in proportion with the leg above.
We have already alluded to the bone of the
thorough-bred horse, which much exceeds that of
any other variety of this animal in its compactness
and solidity ; which qualities, as the span in the
gallop must give a shock in proportion to its length,
are admirably adapted to the race-horse. We can-
not say of him, what Job said of the behemoth,
that “ his bones are like bars of iron ;™ yet, as in
proportion to the muscular power of the animal, is
the dense quality of the bone, that of the race-
‘horse need not, nor should not, be large. Expe-
rience teaches us, that bones very rarely break ;
fractures, when they do occur in racing, being
almost invariably in the joints; and rather small
bone in the leg of a race-horse, supported by broad
and well-braced sinews and tendons, placed distinct
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from the bone, and forming what is called a flat
and wiry leg, is most desirable, and found to be
indicative, not only of speed and endurance, but
likewise of soundness in severe work. It is only
those who are ignorant of the anatomical structure
of animals that fix the basis of strength in the bony
substances alone, not considering the muscular
appendages, which constitute the mainspring of
strength and action.

As the strongest bodies owe their vigour to the
milk they receive in their infancy, our recommen-
dation to keep brood mares well will not be con-
sidered as unsuitable ; but the connexion between
milk and bone is also deserving of a remark. When
animal bones are divested of their oil and jelly, the
earth which remains is chiefly lime, united with
phosphoric acid. It is worthy of notice, that phos-
phate of lime is found in abundance in milk. This
seems to indicate, that Nature thought fit to place,
in the first nourishment of animals, a quantity of
osseous matter, with a view to the necessary cele-
rity of the formation and growth of the bones in
the earliest stage of their lives. This is one of the
numerous instances of the beneficence of the Creator,
exemplified by the science of chemistry, and shows
the advantages to be expected from a good flow of
milk in a mare that is well fed; and it is a re-
markable fact, that the nearer the female approaches
to the period of parturition, the more is the milk
‘charged with this calcareous phosphate. Nor is it
until the digestive organs of the food are sufficient-

E
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ly strengthened, to answer the purposes and work
of animalization, that this earthy salt disappears.
But to proceed with the form of a race-horse.
The race-horse should have length, but the length
should be in his shoulders and in the quarters;
that is, the part po'sterior to the hips, and not in
his back. To give him that elegance of form for
which he is so conspicuous, there should be no acute
angle nor any straight line. His shoulders should
go into his neck at the points, unperceived, and his
back should sink a little behind the withers, which
gives his rider a good seat, and does not in the
least diminish his strength. On the contrary,
horses with very straight backs are generally defi-
cient in their fore-quarters, as well as in their
action ; and we have known some very good racers
even what is termed hollow-backed. There should
be a little rise in the loins, just behind the saddle;
but the race-horse should not be too closely ribbed
up. The ribs should stand out from the spine,
producing what is called a round barrel, together
with depth of carcass, a formation which not only
gives strength of body and constitution, but, by
admitting the intestines to be comfortably lodged
within the ribs, imparts freedom of breathing, ac-
tivity and beauty to the whole frame of the horse,
other parts being proportional. These useful points,
however, must not be carried to an extreme, or the
horse may be what is termed ¢ too heavy for his
legs ;" and we know that light-bodied horses save
their legs much in their gallops, which accounts
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for mares and geldings standing the severity of
training to a later period of life than stallions, by
reason of the former requiring less work, from not
generally carrying so much flesh as the latter.
There is no part, excepting the head, so truly
characteristic of high breeding in the horse, as his
haunch. If a little of the elegance of the parts,
however, is diminished by the width of the hips, it
will be recompensed by increased strength in the
animal, as is the case with broad-shouldered men ;
and when accompanied with good loins, these pro-
tuberances of the ilium can scarcely be too great
for the purposes of power and action. We next
come to the thigh, the form and substance of which
is most material to the race-horse; for although
horses are said to go with their shoulders, the
power to give the impetus in progressive motion
comes from behind. With all animals endowed
with, and requiring extreme rapidity of, motion,
the thigh is furnished with extraordinary powers
and length; the hare, for example, whose thighs
are let down to a great extent for their size, and
the lower part of the hinder leg placed under them,
as that of the racer should be, from a proper curve
of the hock. The speed of the ostrich arises from
the power of the muscles from the pelvis to the
foot ; and the thigh of the fighting cock is a point
much considered by breeders of those birds. It is
not necessary that a race-horse’s thigh should be
very large, but it should exhibit well developed
muscle. Descending lower in the limb, we arrive
at the hock, a very complicated joint, but the form
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of which is most important in the race-horse. It
should be large and lean, and the point of it pro-
Jecting behind the body, which greatly increases
the power of the lever in action, as will presently
be most satisfactorily shown.

The medium height, about fifteen hands two
inches, four inches to a hand, is the best for a
race-horse. As the long beam breaks by its own
weight, so large animals have rarely strength in
proportion to their size. In fact, if there were any
land animals larger than those we know, they
would hardly be able to move at all. On the Eng-
lish Turf, however, the very large horses that have
appeared at various periods of its existence, have,
with a very few exceptions, not been found so good
under high weights, as those of a medium height ;
and several instances are on record (Meteora,
Whalebone, Barker, Phantom, Lapdog, and others,
for example) of the best horse of his year being
very nearly the lowest.

Action.—As amongst the Egyptians, the lion
was the hieroglyphic of strength, so was the horse
of agility ; and truly nothing displays it more ele-
gantly than he does, when gamboling in a state of
liberty. In the race-horse, action, as in eloquence,
is the next thing to substance; and virtus in
actione, should be the horse-breeder’s motto. But
the action of the race-horse is of a nature peculiar
to his calling. He must not only possess great
stride in his gallop, the result of just proportion in
his limbs and moving levers, but also a quickness
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in repeating that stride, or he would lose in time
what he gains in space. It is then when stride and
quickness are united, that the fleet courser is pro-
duced ; and in his race with Diamond, Hamble-
tonian is asserted to have covered twenty-one feet
at a stroke at the finish of it ; and Eclipse is gene-
rally believed to have covered eighty-three and a
half feet of ground in a second, when going at the
top of his speed, which, by a calculation by Mon-
sieur Saintbel, amounted to about twenty-five feet
of ground covered at a stroke.

The action most approved of in a racer, as de-
scribing the greatest extent, with the least fatigue
to the animal, is what is termed on the Turf
“ round action;” that is, when, on a side view
being taken of a horse in his gallop, his fore-legs
appear to form a wheel or circle. Different ground,
however, requires different action; and the large,
long striding horse may be beaten on a hilly, or
turning course, by one of a smaller size, but with
a shorter stride, which prevents the Newmarket
courses being a certain criterion of a good runner
at Epsom, which is very trying ground, by reason
of its acelivity, for the first half mile. The state of
the ground, likewise, whether wet or dry, soft or
hard, tells so much in a race, as often to give it to
a horse very little thought of at starting, as was
the case with Tarrare, winner of the St. Leger, at
Doncaster, in 1826. The celebrated Euphrates,
the winner of so many gold cups, and who ran till
he was in his teens, was nearly a stone below his
usual form, after even a hard shower of rain. This
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variation of fleetness corroborates our assertion,
that the virtue of what is termed blood is me-
chanical, or, what is the same thing, that the ex-
cellence of all horses is mechanical, and that the
smallest deviation from a true formation of the
acting parts operates so powerfully as to render
them, under certain exertions, nearly valueless.

Winp.—It is true,  speed wins the race ;" but
to make it available to the race-horse, it must be
accompanied by endurance, or ¢ bottom.” A great
promoter of this is clear wind, or freedom of re-
spiration, the want of which makes the war-horse
rebel in the manége, the hunter run into his
fences, the draught-horse fall, as if he were shot,
and the racer either stop, or bolt out of the course.
In fact, when the organs of respiration are fatigued,
all animals are mnearly powerless. The cause of
good wind may be distinguishable to the eye, and
arises chiefly from depth in the forequarters, which
implies a capacious thorax or chest. However wide
a horse may be in his foreparts, he will not be
good-winded unless he is, at the same time, deep.
But still wind in the race-horse depends on some-
thing more, on the nature of his constituent and
component parts, which, if in proper proportion,
impart to him strength and agility, giving him
that easy action which will not readily fatigue
these organs of respiration; and so enable him to
run on, when others, less gifted by nature than
himself, are forced to slacken pace. The good
effect of clear wind in a race-horse is in fact two-
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fold; first, it gives him signal advantage in a
race ; and, secondly, horses thus organised require
less work to make them fit to start.

The following passage on this point is worthy of
remark :—* When the animal powerfully exerts
himself, a more ample supply of pure blood is re-
quired to sustain the energies of life, and the
action of the muscles forces the blood more rapidly
through the veins; hence the quick and deep
breathing of a horse at speed ; hence the necessity
of a capacious chest, in order to yield an adequate
supply, and the connexion of this capacity of the
chest with the speed and the endurance of the
horse ; hence the wonderful relief which the mere
loosening of the girths affords to a horse blown and
distressed, enabling the chest to expand, and to
contract to a greater extent, in order to yield more
purified blood; and hence the relief afforded by
even a short period of rest, during which this ex-
penditure is not required, and the almost exhausted
energies of these organs have time to recover.
Hence, likewise, appears the necessity of an ample
chest for the accumulation of much flesh and fat ;
for, if a considerable portion of the blood be em-
ployed in the growth of the animal, and it be thus
rapidly changed, there must be provision for its
rapid purification ; and that can only be effected
by the increased bulk of the lungs, and the cor-
responding largeness of the chest to contain them.”*

Certain thorough-bred horses would deceive an

® Library of Usefl Knowledge, Farmers' Series, “ The Horse,”
p. 182



56 THE RACE-HORSE.

inexperienced observer as to the real state of their
organs of respiration, by an appearance of difficulty
of breathing, which, in reality, they do not possess.
The term for this apparent defect is, in one in-
stance, hard breathing, or high-blowing, and in
another ¢ cracking the nostrils.” Of the first de-
scription was the celebrated Eclipse, whose breath-
ing in his gallop could be heard at a considerable
distance ; and of the latter (still more common)
may be reckoned many of the best racers of past
and present days. Indeed, a race-horse cracking
his nostrils in his exercise, and snorting well after-
wards, are considered indicative of good windedness.
On the other hand, when a race-horse becomes a
roarer, which is a common effect of a severe attack
of the epizootie, called the Distemper, he is rarely
able to struggle in a race, although there have been
several instances of winners under such very un-
favourable circumstances.

Temper.—Temper is a property of much import-
ance to the race-horse, subject as he is to its influence
under more trying circumstances than most otherde-
scriptions of horses. In the first place, his fine and
nearly hairless skin, softened and cleansed as it is
by frequent copious perspiration, is so highly sen-
sible to the friction of the wisp and brush, as to in-
duce him to try to rid himself of his tormentor, by
attacking the person who is dressing him, and thus
becomes vicious in the stable. It will also be re-
collected that he is at this time, perhaps, in the
very highest state of condition and good keep of
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which his nature is susceptible. On the race-course,
again, he has often to encounter the (to him) un-
natural sound of music, and many strange objects ;
perhaps two or three false starts before he gets into
arace; and too often, when doing his best in a
race, very severe punishment both by whip and
spur. It is in his race, however, and chiefly in
the last struggle for it, that the temper of the race-
horse is most put to the test; and, if really bad,
he either runs out of the course, to the great dan-
ger of his rider, and to the inevitable loss of his
owner and those who have betted on his winning,
or he ¢ shuts himself up,” as the term is, and will
not head his horses, although in his power to do
so. It is evident, then, that breeders should not
send mares to stallions of known bad temper, as
nearly all those propensities are found to be here-
ditary ; and we could name one or two of the best
horses of the present day, who are generally re-
jected as stallions to breed racers from, by reason
of these propensities.

It would be absurd to draw a comparison between
the English race-horse in training, and the horse
of the Desert, ¢ educated,” as Mr. Gibbon elo-
quently says of him, * in the tents, among the
children of the Arabs, with a tender familiarity,
which trains him in the habits of gentleness and
attachment.” Nevertheless, we are inclined to be-
lieve that the tempers of many naturally quiet
horses are made uncertain, and oftentimes decided-
ly vicious, by want of proper judgment, as well as
of good temper, in those who have the manage-
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ment of them. Brutes, like men, demand a pecu-
liar mode of treatment, when we require them to
do their utmost for us ; and it is certain that this
principle holds good in regard to both, namely,
that, in general, kindness gains its potnt, oruelty pro-
vokes resistance, and a proper degree of severity pro-
duces obedience. The panther, in the fable, knewwho
fed her with bread, and who pelted her with stones ;
and we may be assured, that so noble and high-
spirited an animal as the horse feels with acuteness
sensations of pleasure and pain.

We often hear it asserted that the British
thorough-bred horse has degenerated within the
last few years, and is no longer the stout and long-
enduring animal that he was in the bygone cen-
tury, particularly during the last twenty years of
it. We are inclined to believe that there is some
truth in this. We do not think we have such
good four-mile horses, as they are termed, as for-
merly, which we consider easily aceounted for.
They are not wanted, very few four-mile races
being now run, even at Newmarket or in the coun-
try, and, therefore, a different kind of race-horse is
sought for. It may, however, be true, that the
inducement to train colts and fillies, at a very early
period of their lives, for these short races, has had
an injurious effect on their stamina, and, conse-
quently, on the stock bred from them. Formerly
a horse was wanted for a lifetime, now he is cut up
in his youth to answer the purposes of perhaps but
one day ;—a system, we admit, quite at variance
with the original object of horse-racing, which was
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intended to benefit the community, by being the
means of producing, as well as displaying, the con-
stitutional strength of the horse in its very highest
perfection. Another cause may have operated in
rendering thorough-bred horses less powerful than
they were, or less capable of enduring severe fatigue.
During the period of high weights and long courses,
horses and mares were kept on in training until
after they had arrived at the age of maturity,
neither did they begin to work so soon ; whereas
now, no sooner have they won, or run well for some
of our great three-year-old stakes, than they are
put into the stud to produce racing stock, which is
perhaps to be used much in the same manner as
they themselves have been used, or, we should have
rather said, abused.

But, admitting this alleged falling off in the
powers and performances of the British thorough-
bred horse, it may be the result of causes uncon-
nected with those already noticed. Although there
may be no. era of greater intellectual brightness
than another in the history of any animal but man,
yet, as is signified by Plato in the eighth book of
his Republic, there have always been periods of fer-
tility and sterility of men, animals, and plants;
and that, in fertile periods, mankind, as well as
animals, will not only be both more numerous, but
superior in bodily endowments, to those of a barren
period. This theory is supported by the relations
of ancient historians, in the accounts they give of
animals which nowhere exist at present, and in
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the properties they ascribe to some of those which
now do exist.

But to return to the alleged alteration for the
worse in the British race-horse. We admit the
fact, that he is not so good at high weight over
the Beacon at Newmarket, or any other four-mile
course, as his predecessors were, whose descent was
closer than his is to the blood of Herod and Eclipse,
and the descendants of that cross, said to be the
stoutest of any. Nevertheless he is, in his present
form, more generally adapted to the purposes to
which the horse is applied. He has a shorter, but
more active, stroke in his gallop than his predeces-
sors had, which is more available to him in the
short races of the present time than the deep rate
of the four-milers of old times; and as he is now
required to start quickly, and to be on his legs, as
the term is, in a few hundred yards, he is alto-
gether a more lively active animal than formerly ;
and, as such, a useful animal for more ends than
one. In former days, not one trained thorough-
bred horse in fifty made a hunter. Indeed, few
sportsmen had the courage to try the experiment
of making him one. He went more upon his shoul-
ders, as well as with a straighter knee, than the
modern race-horse does, and required much greater
exertion in the rider to pull him together in his
gallop. All those sportsmen, however, who remem-
ber such horses as the late Earl Grosvenor’s John
Bull and Alexander, must admit, that, in form
and substance, they were equal to carrying the
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heaviest weight across a country, and the last men-
tioned horse was the sire of several very powerful,
at the same time very brilliant hunters. But as it
is action after all that carries weight, the thorough-
bred horses of this day are not deficient in that
respect, unless undersized; and there are more
thorough-bred hunters at this period, and have
been more for the last thirty years, than were ever
known before. This improvement in action also
qualifies the full-bred horse for the road, whereas
formerly not one in a hundred was fit to ride off
turf. Indeed daisy-cuttersand thorough-bred horses
were nearly synonymous terms; but at present a
young lady on a bit of blood is an every day sight;
and a young gentleman on any thing else in the
parks, or on his road to hounds, is become rather
a rare one. This is a very saving clause to breeders
of race-horses, as a market is now generally found
for such as are undersized, or tried to be deficient
in speed for racing ; whereas in former days, a bad
race-horse was, like Rosinante, neither saleable nor
pawnable.

Speep.—All animals in a state of domestication
exhibit powers far beyond those that are natural
to them in their wild state, and writers on the
horse have advanced to the utmost verge of possi-
bility, in recording the maximum speed of the
English race-horse. Most of the instances stated
by them, such as Flying Childers having run a
mile in a minute, are unsupported by authority,
and therefore not worthy of regard. That the
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horse, however, has ever been considered the swift-
est beast of the forest, may be gathered from the
frequent allusions to his fleetness by inspired as
well as by heathen writers. Thus, the chariot-
horses of Oenomaus, King of Elis, were said to be
begotten by the winds, emblematical of their pro-
digious swiftness ; and Homer represents the steeds
of Achilles to be the produce of Zephyrus (the
west wind, said to be the swiftest of any) and Po-
darge, whose name signifies speed. Nor is Virgil
far behind the rest in his encomium on the fleetness
of his colt, which he makes to challenge the very
whirlwind itself. As it is speed, however, that
wins the race, it is most essential to the race-horse
provided it be accompanied by stoutness; and un-
less we wish to fly through the air like Pacolet on
his wooden horse, we may be contented with the
speed of the present English race-horse. Perhaps
the following is a fair specimen, and as it is of a
late date, the same uncertainty does not attach to
it that hangs over the unsupported traditions of
our earlier racing days. In 1832, Theodore, the
property of the Honourable Edward Petre, and
winner of the Doncaster St. Leger Stakes, ran the
distance, being one mile seven furlongs, or two miles,
all but one-eighth part of a mile, in three minutes
and twenty-three seconds, carrying 8 stone 6 pounds.
He was trained by the late Mr. Croft, who also
trained the second and third horses jn the same race.

Exprenses or o Breepine RaciNe-Stup.—Some
persons must be breeders of race-horses, but whe-
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ther to profit or loss depends on various circum-
stances. Amongst them may be reckoned the
following:—Judgment in selecting the parent stock
or blood; conveniences for keeping the produce
well and warm, and on land suitable to breeding ;
and plenty of money at command, to enable a
breeder to purchase mares of the very best racing
families, and to put them to the best of stallions.
When this is the case, we think breeding (we
mean quite distinct from risk in racing) would sel-
dom fail to pay, if the foals were sold off at wean-
ing time, or even at a year old. A few years back,
eight of the Earl of Durham’s foals realised £200
a-piece ; and, still later, several of Mr. Nowell's
(of Underley Hall, Westmoreland) yearlings fetched
the enormous sum of £500. No doubt, in all studs
great loss is sustained by a certain proportion of
the young stock which promise to be small and not
worth training ; but here breeders are often de-
ceived. For example, the late Lord Grosvenor
sent Meteora, the best mare in England of her day,
to Chester Fair, when two years old, to be sold for
£16, because she was considered as too small ; and’
he also suffered Violante, the best four-mile racer
of her day, to be sold, untried, for £50, but fortu-
nately purchased her again. The great prices,
however, occasionally paid to breeders for some
horses, (4000 guineas, for example, to the Earl of
Jersey for Mameluke, the like sum for Priam, and
3000 guineas a-piece have lately been given for
other three-year-old colts,) make up for the loss
inseparable from such as, by mis-shape, diminutive
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size, and casualties, are culled out, and sold for what
they will fetch, which seldom amounts to much.

VALUE of STAKEs AND PRizes.—Agamemnon is
made to say, that that man would be rich who had
treasures equal to the value of the prizes the horses
had won, which he offers to Achilles. We are
inclined to think, that if this King of Argos could
come amongst us now, he would find prizes more
valuable than any contended for in his time; and
that sterling cash, and not ¢ the bubble honour,”
is the main object of the British sportsman on the
Turf. But here is the inducement to incur the
great expenses of a racing breeding-stud. It is
possible that a three-year-old col¢ might have won
last year, at three starts, the enormous sum of
8350 guineas.®* But even this is comparatively
trifling when compared with the doings on the Turf
in the New World. A produce stakes of 5000
dollars each, 1000 forfeit, is to be run for over the
New York Union Course in 1843, for which the
produce of twenty-nine mares are named ; and,
‘supposing all to come to the post, the owner of
the winner would be entitled to receive 145,000
dollars! The stakes closed in January 1839, and
the distance to be run is four miles.

Corour or THE THoRrouGH-BRED HomsE.—The
beauty of forms observable in the animal system is

* Vide Racing Calendar, 1884, for amount of the twentieth Riddles-
worth stakes, at Newmarket ; the Derby and Oaks, at Epsom ; and
the St. Leger stakes, at Doncaster.
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subordinate to their general utility, and they please
us in proportion to their aptitude to unite these
two objects. We admire the elegant make of a
swan, but the pleasure is doubled when we behold
the ease and dignity of its motion. The colours,
however, which Nature has bestowed with such
profusion upon the surface of some of these animals,
birds in particular, exhibit beauties independent of
aptitude, and could only have been intended for
their adornment. The prevailing colour of the
thorough-bred horse is peculiarly elegant and
chaste, being a bright bay, with black mane and
tail, and black legs to correspond, although occa-
sionally relieved with a small white star on the
forehead, or a white heel of theleg. It is remark-
able, that what may be termed vulgar colours, such
a8 light sorrel, or dun, or brown with mealy muzzle,
are very seldlom met with in the thorough-bred
horse ; and we know but one instance of the pie-
bald, and very few roans.* Black is not common
nor approved of, although several of our best racers,
almost all the Trumpator blood, have been of that
colour, Smolensko amongst them. The real chest-
nut prevails a good deal, and is quite equal to the
bay in the richness and brightness of its hues.
Such-was the colour of Eclipse, and, as is the case
with game-fowls, in the breeding of which there
are instances of a reversion to the original colour,
after fifteen descents, it is not uncommon for
thorough-bred stock to be chestnuts, although got
by a bay stallion out of a bay mare, or from sire

® 8ee The Cocker, by W. SKETCHLEY, Gent. Lond. 1814.
F
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and dam of any other colour, provided the blood
runs back to his, Eclipse’s, source. Indeed, a
small dark spot which that celebrated horse had
on his quarter has been frequently found in his
descendants in the fifth or sixth generation.

It is an old and trite saying, that « a good horse
cannot be of a bad colour;™ nevertheless, colours
of horses are, to a certain extent, indices of their
physical powers. Such has proved to be the case
with men ; and it was found in the ill-fated Rus-
sian campaign, that men of dark complexions and
black hair bore the severity of the climate better
than men of an opposite appearance to them. It
is, however, rather a remarkable fact, that by far
the greater number of eminent English prize-
fighters have been men of light, not dark, com-
plexion. The ancients reckoned thirteen colours
of horses, giving the preference to bay (badices.)

Tae nar-rep Racer.—A second-rate descrip-
tion of racer has lately been very prevalent in
England, Newmarket excepted, known by the term
“ cock-tail,” or Aalf-bred horse, as he is called, but
improperly so termed, because the stain in him is
generally very slight indeed, and too often difficult
to be traced. Many objections are raised by sports-
men, who are thorough racing men, and who wish
well to the Turf, against the cock-tail racer, and
for very good reasons. In the first place, if really
half-bred, he resembles the royal stamp upon base
metal, for no half-bred horse is deserving the name
of racer, nor will he always stand the necessary
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preparation. Secondly, what are called half-bred
stakes, some of which are very good, have been the
cause of a great many frauds being committed, by
bringing horses to run for them under false pedi-
grees, which will ever be the case, from the great
difficulty of proving a horse to be thorough-bred,
whose dam may have been purchased by accident,
or in some clandestine way, and still perhaps of
pure racing blood. Again, as there is no scale by
which the degree of impure blood, which qualifies
a horse for these stakes, can be measured, the
breeder of the cock-tail, of course, avails himself of
. the parent stock in which the slightest possible
stain can be shown, which indeed has been at-
tempted to be shown in some of the best race-
horses of later times. In this case, an animal is
produced against which no half-bred horse, in the
proper acceptation of the term, has a chance, and
he sweeps the country of all the good stakes; and
some such horses (Habberley, for example) have
proved themselves superior to many of the thorough-
bred racers of their year. But the breeding of
horses for these stakes is any thing but beneficial
to the country, the great object of racing. It
encourages a spurious race of animals, often pos-
sessing the faults of the blood-horse without the
strength and activity of the hunter, and it was for
the latter description of horse that this stake was
first intended. Bona fide hunters’ stakes would be
advantageous, if open to all horses bringing certifi-
cates of their having been regularly hunted through-
out a season, but not merely ridden by a boy to
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see a fox found; and giving no allowance to the
horse called ¢ half-bred.” Let the best hunter
win, which would encourage the breeding of strong
thorough-bred horses, which make the best hunters
of any—a fact no one who has ridden many of
them will deny.

WeatHerBY's GENERAL Stup-Book.—To assist
in the detection of spurious blood, and the correc-
tion of inaccurate pedigrees, is the chief purpose of
this excellent publication, now increased to a third
volume, and forming a part of every sportsman’s
library. Some attempts have been made by Mr.
John Lawrence, a voluminous, but by no means a
correct, writer on the Horse, to disturb the pedi-
grees of several of the first stallions of their time,
and from which several of the distinguished racers
of the present day are descended ; and all upon
hearsay evidence, without being able to substan-
tiate one single fact in proof of his vague assertions.
He has doubted the pedigree of Eclipse, put the
blood of Sampson into Highflyer, where it never
existed, and has thought proper to pronounce
Sampson to have been a low-bred horse, on the
authority of some old Yorkshireman he picked up
on the road, although in his last work on the
Horse, he admits him to have been one of * the
truest four-mile horses that our Turf has produced ;
was but once beaten, and also proved a capital
stallion, as sire of Bay Mollon, Engineer,” &c.
Such matters as this would be scarcely worthy of
notice, were it mot with a view of cautioning the
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public, foreigners in particular, from being led into
errors respecting the purity of our racing blood.
Sampson was an animal of immense power, so were
John Bull and Alexander ; he might have had
coarse points—so have the stock of Partisan and
Blacklock, two of the best stallions of the present
day ; but who would deny their purity of blood on
that account? Mr. Lawrence has been often called
to account for these and similar mis-statements,
but he is inaccessible to correction. Stic acespr,
Anglice, *“ As I have heard,” is the main founda-
tion of many of his assertions, and he claims the
woman's privilege of having the last word.
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THE HUNTER.

DIFFICULTY OF PRESCRIBING PRECISE RULES FOR BREED-
ING—GENERAL DIRECTIONS TO BE FOLLOWED—TRAIN-
ING OF COLTS8~-—PORM—SIZE—COURAGE—ACTION—
LEAPING—PURCHASE OF A HUNTER.

Trere is no description of horse which could be
applied to so many purposes, racing excepted, as
the powerful English Hunter. Setting aside his
own peculiar services in the field, he is fit to carry
a man on the road, on the field of battle, and he
answers for every kind of draught. Indeed, we
are inclined to believe no horse would equal him in
ploughing ; and as for road-work on harness, either
slow or fast, nothing could touch him, in a carriage
properly suited to his powers. It is, however, no
less true than singular, that out of a hundred
sportsmen assembled at the meeting of a pack
of fox-hounds, not half-a-dozen would be found
mounted on horses which they themselves had
bred. This arises from two causes,—first, the
greater part of them have not patience to await the
arrival of a young horse at his best, and conse-
quently sell the few they do breed, without giving
them a fair trial ; and, secondly, such has, of late
vears, been the prejudice against riding mares in the
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hunting field, that they have been chiefly left in
the hands of farmers and yeomen, who are become
the principal breeders of English hunters. Neither
do hunters find their road direct from the breeder
to the studs of noblemen or gentlemen. They
generally go through the hands of an inferior
country dealer, from whom they are bought by the
principal London and country dealers, and sold by
them to the sportsmen of the various hunts. There
are, of course, exceptions to this proceeding. A
great proportion of English yeomen and farmers
are very excellent horsemen, and, as such, having
the capability of making their young horses into
hunters, and, distinguishing them by riding them
afterwards with hounds, obtain now and then as
high a price for them as they fetch after having
passed through the hands we have described. It
i8, however, to be lamented that the last-mentioned
description of persons, the breeders and trainers of
young hunters, do not, for the most part, realize
such large prices as the first, although fully entitled
to it, as a reward for their trouble and skill.

It is impossible to lay down any precise rules
for breeding hunters, so many collateral circum-
stances being necessary to be taken into considera-
tion. For example, Pennant, in his Zoology, says,
“QOur race-horses are descended from Arabian
stallions, and the genealogy faintly extends to the
hunter.” From this we learn the interesting fact,
that a wonderful change, within the last sixty or
seventy years, has taken place in the form and
character of this sort of horse, inasmuch as, in the
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opinion of some of the first of our English sports-
men, and such as put the powers of the horse to
the most severe test, the hunter of the present day
is not in his perfect form unless quite thorough-
bred. This part of the subject we shall discuss
hereafter ; but as there are several of our hunting
counties not at all suited to this description of
horse—namely, the thorough-bred hunter—and a
large portion of our sportsmen who, some by rea-
son of their weight, and others from prejudice
against them, neither can nor will ride them, we
may safely assert, that not more than a twentieth
part of English hunters are at this time of quite
pure blood. We will, however, set forth what we
consider the best properties of the full-bred and
the half-bred hunter, as also the most probable
means of breeding each kind to advantage ; at the
same time venturing an opinion, that, when their
individual capabilities are put into the scale of
excellence, the balance will incline to the former.
One great obstacle to the general success in
breeding hunters is, not so much the difficulty of
access to good stallions, but of making breeders
believe that it would be their interest to send their
mares to such as are good, although at an extra
expense. Most rural districts, in other respects
favourable to horse-breeding, swarm with covering
stallions, the greater part of which have proved
very bad racers; but which, falling into the hands
of persons who are popular characters in their neigh-
. bourhood, and covering at a low price, get most of
the farmers® brood mares sent to them, their owners
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never reflecting, as they gaze upon these mis-shapen
animals, that Nature will not go out of her course
to oblige them, but that, in the animal creation,
* like begets like.” Neither does the evil stop
here. So much is this made a matter of chance
instead of one of judgment, should the produce of a
mare sent to one of these bad stallions be a filly
foal, and she proves so defective in shape and action
as to be unsaleable at a remunerating price, she
remains the property of her breeder, and in time
becomes herself a brood-mare. What, then, can be
expected from such produce?! Why, unless chance
steps in and supplies the defect of judgment, by
the procreative powers of the male, in the case of a
better sire being selected, so far exceeding those
of the female, as to produce a foal free from the
defects of the dam, another shapeless, unprofitable
animal is produced. Nevertheless, in the course of
time, perhaps this produce, if a female, however
bad she may prove, is also bred from, and thus a
succession of shapeless horses is produced, to the
certain loss of the breeder, and much to the injury
of the community. Under the most favourable
circumstances, and with the aid of good judgment,
we cannot consider horse-breeding to be a certain
source of gain; yet there are many inducements
to try it as one branch of rural economics. The
money goes out a little at a time, or by degrees,
and therefore it is suitable to such occupiers of land
as cannot embark in more extensive speculations,
and it returns in a lump, oftentimes at a most wel-
come moment, and, in many instances, of sufficient
G
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amount to render the average of former less profit-
able years sufficient to cover expenses, if not to leave
a profit. There is likewise another inducement to
breeding horses; we mean the pleasurable excite-
ment inseparable from all human speculations, from
which more than an ordinary return may be looked
for, which is the case here ; added to the ncarly uni-
versal interest attached to the breeding and rearing
of every species of domestic animals.

With respect to hrood-mares designed for breed-
ing hunters, we admit that circumstances, not al-
ways within control, have their weight. An occu-
pier of land is possessed of a mare or two which he
thinks may breed hunters, and having them, it may
not be convenient to him to replace them by those
which might be more likely to breed good ones.
But the choice of a stallion is always within his
control, and he should not spare trouble, and mode-
rately increased price, in his selection. It is well
known to all hunting men, that the stock of certain
horses have been remarkable for making good hun-
ters (we could name many of present and past
times,) and that there are such horses always to be
found, on seeking for them. A few pounds extra,
laid out by the breeder in putting his mares to
such horses, are sure to be amply repaid ; for the
produce would be generally sought after and pur-
chased, even previously to their.being tried. Eng-
lishmen know of no such restrictions, nor do we
wish they ever should ; but the interference of the
governments of several European states as to stal-
lions for the use of their respective countries, reads
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us a useful lesson on this head ; for it is well known,
on the other hand, that a great number of stallions
to which English hunting mares have been put,
have been equally remarkable for begetting soft
infirm stock, quite unequal to endure, for any length
of time, the severe work of a hunter. It should
also be borne in mind, that even a first-rate racer
may not be a propagator of first-rate hunters. The
former is called upon to exert his powers on very
different ground, and under very different weight
to the latter, and the action which may suit one
may not suit the other. This accounts for the
stock of certain thorough-bred horses, which were
very indifferent racers, proving very excellent hunt-
ers. We have already given it as our opinion, that
a cross of Arabian blood is a great desideratum in
that of an English hunter, and we need not urge
this point farther; but if breeders would reflect,
that the expenses of rearing a bad colt equal those
of rearing a good one, they would attend more than
they do to the following nearly unerring directions.

First, Observe peculiarity of shape in horse and
mare. As length of frame is indispensable in a
hunter, if the mare be short, seek for a stallion
likely to give her length. Again, if the mare be
high on her legs, put her to a short-legged stallion,
and vice rersd ; for it is possible that even a hunt-
er's legs may be too short, a racer’s certainly may
be. In fact, to form a complete hunter, it is neces-
sary he should be more perfect in his shape than a
racer, which will admit of imperfections that would
quite disqualify the other.



76 THE HUNTER.

Secondly, Look to constitution. As no descrip-
tion of horse endures the long-continued exertion
that a hunter does, this is a point to be attended
to. But it may be overdone. Horses of a very
hard nature, very closely ribbed up, consequently
great feeders, with large carcasses, seldom make the
sort of brilliant hunter now the fashion in England.
Besides, one of this description requires so much
work to keep him in place and in wind, that his
legs must suffer, and often give way when his con-
stitution is just in its prime. Horses with mode-
rately sized carcasses last longest; and, provided
they are good feeders, will come out quite as often
as they ought to do, and are invariably good winded
and brilliant, if well-bred and of good form, with a
few other requisites. 'We never saw a very closely-
ribbed, large carcassed horse, brilliant as a hunter,
and we know such form is not approved of in the
race-horse.

Thirdly, and lastly, Let the breeder of any kind
of horse be careful in avoiding either sire or dam
that has proved constitutionally infirm. As has
been already shown on very high authority, perfect
or defective conformation is not less likely to be
the result of a proper or improper selection of horse
and mare, than disease to be inherited from parents
that have been constitutionally diseased, or health
from such as have been healthy. We could name
stallions whose stock have been blind; others af-
flicted with splents, curbs, and spavins, and a mare
which produced three roarers by three different
sires. But it may be said, that splents, curbs, and
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spavins, are the result of malconformation of the
parts. Granted ; but avoid all such malformation
which is quite apparent to the eye, in a breeding
stud. It may perhaps be carrying this objection
too far, were we to say, we would not breed from a
mare or horse, which had become groggy or lame in
the feet, from diseased navicular joints. Had the
feet been more vigorously constituted, perhaps such
lameness might not have occurred ; yet it is but
too probable that here the predisposing cause may
be traced to over-severe treatment, and not to con-
stitutional defect.

We have already expressed a regret at the pre-
vailing prejudice against mares as hunters, admit-
ting, however, that they are not to be so much
depended upon at certain periods as the other sex.
Nevertheless, no year passes over our heads that
we do not hear of mares eminently distinguishing
themselves on the race-course, in the hunting-field,
and on the road. Indeed, the majority of the
extraordinary feats performed on the road have been
performed by mares. As relates to breeding hunt-
ers, however, this prejudice against them is most
injurious in two ways. First, it takes off so much
from the value of a filly, as in few cases to leave
the mere cost of breeding and rearing her; and,
next, many a mare, which would have proved a
capital hunter, had she been tried, and, as is rea-
sonable to suppose, a capital brood mare as well, is
lost to the hunting world by being sold for harness
purposes ; and then, if good, so ruined in constitu-
tion as to be totally unfit to breed from. On the
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other hand, were mares more generally used as
hunters, all such as proved themselves good, that
is, were stout, and had the peculiar kind of action
that enabled them to go well on deep ground, over
ridge and furrow, and were good leapers, might for
the most part be relied upon for producing good
ones to succeed them. It may likewise be observed
that, as in this case, the risk would be diminished,
more people would breed hunters than do at pre-
sent; and it is very generally admitted, that, at
this time, so great is the scarcity of young horses
likely to make hunters, were it not for those annu-
ally imported from Ireland, the demand would far
exceed the supply.

Next in importance to the judicious selection of
sire and dam, is the rearing of the colt, which it is
intended should make a hunter. It was the remark
of a gentleman, who kept fox-hounds more than
half a century, that ¢ great part of the goodness of
a horse goes in at his mouth,” and nothing is more
true. In the work called ¢ Nimrod on the Condi-
tion of Hunters,” (p. 223, first edition,) is the fol-
lowing passage:—* It is my confirmed opinion,
that unless a colt be what is called ¢ deformed,’ it
is in the power of good keep, exercise, and physic,
to make him what is termed ¢a fine horse,” and one
which will sell for a large price, either for harness
or the saddle. No one who has not witnessed it,
is aware of the improvement in shoulders, thighs,
gaskins, &e., from good old oats, accompanied by
regular work and proper riding.” Breeders of hunt-
ers may be assured that such is the case; and that
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it is of little use to breed colts with the expectation
of their making first-rate horses, unless they keep
them very well in their colthood. They should also
be treated as korses at a very early age. They
should be ridden gently, and by a light man, or
boy, with good hands, at three years old, across
rough ground, and over small fences; and at four
they should be shown hounds; but they should
only follow them at a distance, and after the fences
are broken down ; for, if put to take large leaps at
that tender age, they are apt to get alarmed, and
never make first-rate fencers afterwards. Above
all things, avoid getting them into boggy ditches,
or riding them at brooks ; but they should be prac-
tised at leaping small ditches, if with water in them
the better, in the middle of a field, the rider put-
ting them at them in rather a brisk gallop. This
gives them confidence, and, the natural result, cou-
rage. With respect to the use of the bar, and
teaching colts to leap standing over it, the practice
is now condemned, and the system of letting them
become timber jumpers, by taking it, as it comes,
in crossing a country, is preferred, the present rate
of hounds not admitting of the time occupied in a
standing leap.

Some sportsmen adopt, and we believe with good
effect, what is termed the ‘ circular bar.,” Every
description of fence that a hunter is likely to meet
with, is placed within a prescribed circle of ground,
and in this is the colt exercised or * lounged,” as
the term is, the man who holds him standing upon
a stage in the centre. As another man follows him
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with a whip, he is forced to take his fences at a
certain pace; and, in a very short time, a good
tempered colt will take them with apparent plea-
sure.

At five years old it is customary to consider a
horse as a hunter ; but we are inclined to demur
here. It is true, that if a colt has been very well
kept, on the hard meat system, he is enabled to go
through a good day’s work with hounds at five
years old, being quite equal to a six-year-old, which -
has been kept on soft food, and not sufficiently
forced by corn; yet it is always attended with dan-
ger of injury to his joints and sinews, if not to his
general constitution; and we cannot pronounce a
horse to be a hunter until he has passed his fifth
year. As muscular action, however, produces mus-
cular growth, he should not be kept in idleness
during his fifth year, but should be ridden to cover,
or with harriers, before Christmas ; and when the
ground gets dry and light in the spring, a good
burst with fox-hounds may not do him harm. We
do not, however, consider any five-year-old horse
fitting or safe to carry a gentleman over a country,
as he cannot be sufficiently experienced to take a
straight line.

We have known some masters of fox-hounds who
have preferred purchasing yearling colts, or wean-
lings, at Michaelmas, to breeding them for their
own use. The classical reader cannot fail calling
to his recollection here the practical lesson which
Virgil, in his third Georgic, imparts on this head ;
neither can the purchaser of such animals do better
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than follow it to the very letter. Should he fix
upon the one which, as he describes him,—

“ Primus et ire viam, et fluvios tentare menaces
Audet, et ignoto sese committere ponti,”

he would be pretty certain of having in due time a
first-rate hunter, that would turn his tail to no-
thing.* Nor should the breeder overlook the poet’s
advice to keep his young stock well, if he wishes to
have them in the high form (and can any thing be
finer ?) in which the one of his own choice is pre
sented to us in this most splendid passage.

There are undoubtedly certain advantages at-
tending purchasing yearling colts, with the view of
making hunters of them. Such only may be se-
lected as appear calculated for the country they are
intended to cross, and the weights they will be called
upon to carry ; whereas, were the master of hounds
to depend on the produce of his own mares, he
might be disappointed in being able to select the
number he would require to replace, in due time,
the vacancies which occurred annually in his stud.
We should consider the sum of thirty-five or forty

* The writer of this article recollects “ a case in point,” as the law-
yers say, with reference to this system of purchasing promising colts.
A farmer had, amongst others, a yearling colt, which he did not
dream of making a hunter of, by reason of his being out of a cart-
mare, until, on the hounds running over his farm, he perceived him
follow them, which he continued to do till the fox was killed at the
end of a long chase. His owner was, in consequence, induced to
ride him with hounds, when he became & horse, and a capital hunter
he made, in the late Sir Richard Pulerton’s hunt, the property of a
yeoman of the name of Humphrey Hughes of Altrey, one of the best
riders in the said hunt. The writer himself offered seventy pounds
for this horse, when he was half worn out, but his offer was refused.
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guineas for a good colt, at weaning time, a fair re-
muneration to the breeder, and well laid out by the
purchaser.

Previously to giving directions for the purchase
of a full-grown hunter, we shall proceed to exhibit
him in his highest form, although we are aware of
the difficulty, on certain subjects, of conveying,
clearly, an idea from our own mind to that of an-
other. We shall, however, endeavour to make our-
selves understood by describing each individual
point. As to the form and shape of a hunter’s
head, as we do not ride upon it, it is not of much
consequence, provided it be well hung on, and that
is of the very highest importance, not only, as we
have shown in the race-horse, on account of his
respiration or wind, but unless it be so, he cannot
be pleasant to ride. Not only must his jaws be
wide, but when we consider that the head of a
horse hangs in a slanting position from the extre-
mity of the neck, and that the neck itself projects
a considerable distance from the chest, on the mus-
cular strength and proper formation of the neck
must depend whether a horse be light or heavy in
hand, and consequently pleasant or unpleasant to
ride. A weak or loose neck may not be so mate-
rial, as we have before observed, to the race-horse ;
he is generally ridden in a martingale, and in
that case always; add to which, his race is soon
run. Nevertheless, we like to see the neck of the
race-horse rise out of the shoulder with a tapering
curve, in which case he is pleasant to ride in his
gallop, and, if a hard puller, his jockey has much
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more power over him than if his neck be loose
and low. But, in a hunter, the proper, position
of his head is a point of the greatest moment, as
without it his rider cannot handle him properly
at his fences ; and if he be not a regular star-
gazer, he is always more or less dangerous to ride
over a country. The proper junction of the head
with the neck, and the carrying of it well or ill,
depend chiefly on two particular muscles contained
in the neck. The most important of these is called
the splenius muscle, which constitutes the principal
bulk of the neck above, and its action is sufficiently
evident, namely, very powerfully to elevate the
head and neck. The principal beauty of the neck,
indeed, as well as the carriage of the head, depends
on this muscle; and its ample development is a
point the sportsman should attend to in the choice
of horses that are to carry him with hounds. A
certain degree of muscularity of the neck is abso-
lutely necessary in a hunter, and it is greatly pro-
moted by good keep in colthood ; also by delaying
the period of castration till the second year, which
should- invariably be done, when the want of this
muscularity is apparent in the first. It must, how-
ever, be observed, that there is a medium in this
muscularity of the neck, although excess is the bet-
ter extreme of the two; for when the neck of a
horse appears, like that of a sheep, to rise out of
the chest, and so far from being arched above, and
straight below, is hollowed above, and projects be-
low, such a horse is nearly worthless for any plea-
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surable purpose, as his head cannot, by any means
whatever, be got into a proper place.

It has been said, that a horse with a long neck
will bear heavy on the hand. We do not believe
that either the length of the neck, or even the bulk
of the head, has any influence in causing this.
They are both counterbalanced by the power of the
ligament of the neck. The setting on of the head
is most of all connected with heavy bearing on the
hand ; and a short-necked horse will bear heavily,
because, from the thickness of the lower part of the
neck consequent on its shortness, the head cannot
be rightly placed. The head and neck, however,
should be proportioned to each other. A short
head on a long neck, or a long head on a short
neck, would equally offend the eye.

Although length of neck in a hunter is not de-
sirable, length of shoulder is indispensable. Horses
have raced well with short upright shoulders; but
it is impossible that one so formed, however good
he may be in his nature, or even in.his general
action, can be a safe hunter, and for this reason :
A hunter is constantly subject, by down-hill leaps,
leaping into soft ground, and getting his fore-legs
into grips, or unsound ground, to have the centre
of gravity thrown forward beyond the base of his
legs ; and it is more or less recoverable according
to the length or shortness of his shoulder. By
length of shoulder is meant obliquity of the scapula,
or shoulder-bone, by which the point of the shoul-
der is projected forward, and which, added to the
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obliquity of the scapula, enables the rider to sit
considerably behind, instead of nearly over the fore-
legs, or pillars of support, which, on a short and
upright-shouldered horse, he must do. One remark,
however, must be made respecting the oblique shoul-
der. It is sometimes not sufficiently supplied with
muscle, with which the upright shoulder generally
abounds. We therefore recommend purchasers of
young horses for hunters, to give the preference to
what may appear coarse shoulders, nay, even in-
clined to be somewhat round, or flat on the withers,
provided they are accompanied by the necessary
and absolutely essential obliquity of the shoulder-
bones.

The setting on of the arm, which should be
strong, muscular, and long, is of much importance
to a hunter. By the length of this part in the
hare, as we have already observed, added to the
obliquity of her shoulder, she can extend her fore-
parts farther than any animal of her size: in fact,
she strikes nearly as far as the greyhound that pur-
sues her, by the help of this lever. The proper po-
sition of the arm of the horse, however, is the re-
sult of an oblique shoulder. When issuing out of
an upright shoulder, the elbow joint, the centre of
motion here, will be inclined inward; the horse
will be what is termed * pinn’d in his elbows,”
which causes his legs to fall powerless behind his
body ; and he is seldom able to go well in deep
ground. There are exceptions, but they are rare.
A full and swelling fore-arm is one of the most
valuable points in a horse, for whatsoever purposes
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he may be required ; and although we have occa-
sionally seen hunters with light thighs carry weight
well, we never have seen it so carried by horses de-
ficient in their arms.

If sportsmen were to see the knee of the horse
dissected, they would pay more attention to the
form and substance of it than they generally do.
It is a very complicated joint, but so beautifully
constructed that it is seldom subject to internal
injury. Its width and breadth, however, when
considerable, are great recommendations to hunters,
as admitting space for the attachment of muscles,
and for the accumulation of ligamentous expansions
and bands, greatly conducive to strength. Below
the knee is a point on which we will not say much
here, as we have already alluded to it in our re-
marks on the race-horse. We mean the shank, or
cannon bone, and its appendages. It can scarcely
be too short in a horse that has to carry a heavy
man ; round legs are almost sure to fail ; those of
the hunter should be flat, with the back sinews
strong, detached, and well braced. This consti-
tutes what sportsmen call a * wiry leg.”

The fetlock is also a complicated joint, and very
liable to injury. In a hunter, it should be large
and strong. But as regards his action, the pastern
is still more material, and also to his standing
sound. Very few horses with short pasterns can
go well in deep ground, and for this obvious rea-
son—the action of the joint is destroyed by get-
ting below the surface of the ground, and is of
coursc sooner immersed than when it is longer.
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But a greater evil than this attends a short pas-
tern. It is the predisposing cause of navicular
lameness, particularly in horses carrying weight,
owing to the foot being deprived of that elasticity
which a longer pastern affords, and which conse-
quently relieves the concussion on the foot coming
to the ground in gallopping and leaping, as well as
on the hard road. Horses with short, and, conse-
quently, upright pasterns, cannot be pleasant to
ride, and they seldom stand many seasons’ work.
Excess in either should be avoided, but of the two,
a hunter is less objectionable, from the extreme of
length, than of shortness, in this most material
part.

That the foot of the hunter should be wide, is
also obvious to the meanest capacity, independent
of its being the form most conducive to health.
The nature of the ground he has to travel over
requires at times the widest base he can present to
it, as a foundation for his great bulk, and thus the
farmer carries out his manure upon tender land, in
abroad and not a narrow-wheeled cart. Xenophon
relates, that certain people of Asia were accustomed,
when snow lay deep on the ground, to draw socks
over the feet of their horses, to prevent them sink-
ing in it up to their bellies; and we know why an
ox sinks less in soft ground than a horse does. It
is because his foot enters it expanded, by means of
the division of the hoof, and when he draws it out
it is contracted. The foot of the hunter, however,
should not be too wide, or it may operate against
his speed.
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The position of the fore-legs of the hunter ad-
mits of more latitude than that of his hinder ones,
or indeed of any other part of his frame. We have
seen brilliant hunters standing in all positions and
postures as regards their fore-legs. Some very
much over the knees—that is, with the knees bent
and projecting outward ; many upon very twisted
fetlocks, turning the toes out; and a few, though
only a few, turning the toes in. In the human
frame, a certain squareness in the position of the
feet is consistent with- strength, as we see in the
statues of Hercules, but the lightness of a Mercury
is indicated by the direction of the toe outwards.
This is, to a certain extent, the case with the
horse. Although, if measured by the standard of
perfection, his toe is required to be in a direct line
with the point of his shoulder, yet we have seen
and heard of some of the speediest and best racers
and hunters, the position of whose fore-feet have
deviated considerably from this supposed essential
line ; but the inclination of the toe outwards is so
common in horses used for these purposes, that it
can scarcely be called a fault. Indeed, some per-
sons argue, that a leg so placed affords a broader
base to the superincumbent weight, than when
.quite in a line with the shoulder—that is, provided
the twist arises from the fetlock, and not from the
setting on of the arm at the shoulder. Be this as
it may, we are well assured that, provided the
hinder legs and quarters are good, a hunter will
admit of a considerable deviation from the true line
in the fore-legs, and carry his rider brilliantly. It
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is well-known, that a much more twisted fore-legged
horse could not well be seen, than the celebrated
Clipper, the property of the equally celebrated Mr.
Lindow, for many years said to be the most bril-
lian hunter in Leicestershire.

But there is one portion of the fore-quarters of
the hunter to which a rule must be applied that
will not admit of an exception. He must be deep
in his chest or brisket—that is, from the top of the
withers to the elbow. Numerous are the narrow
but deep horses, in their ¢ girth,” as the term is,
that have carried heavy weights, in the first style,
with hounds ; but no matter how wide a horse may
be, if he have not depth, he cannot carry weight,
and is very seldom a good-winded horse, even under
a light man. One of the greatest compliments,
then, that can be paid to a hunter, at first sight,
is, that he appears two inches lower than he really
i8. Such, however, is the case. with horses whose
growth has been forced in their bodies by good
keep when young, and thus they come under the
denomination of * short-legged horses,” so much
esteemed by hard riders. They are likewise, for
the most part, better leapers than such as have less
growth in the body, and stand upon longer legs.

We have before observed, when speaking of the
race-horse, that large bone is not required in his
cannon or shank, (the part from knee to fetlock,)
neither is it in the hunter. The real power of all
animals is in the muscles, sinews, and tendons ;
and the leg best calculated to carry weight and
endure to a good old age, is that in which the bone

H
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is small, but of a dense and perfect texture, and in
which three convexities can be very plainly distin-
guished—namely, the bone; the elastic ligament
behind the bone, called the sinew; and, behind
that, the flexor tendons, large, round, and strong.
The rare combination of strength with lightness is
here beautifully displayed, and is one of the many
instances which might be produced, to show how
Nature delights to work with the least possible
expense of materials.

The hunter should have length in his shoulders
and quarters, and, to a certain extent, also in his
back. It is true that horses with short backs carry
weight best up a steep hill, which, as that is the
worst method in which this animal can employ his
strength (in man it is the best,) shows that heavy
men should ride short-backed horses. For hunters,
however, that are ridden in our best hunting coun-
tries, which, previously to being laid down in grass,
were thrown up by the plough into high ridges,
with deep furrows, must have moderate length of
back, or they cannot go smoothly over such ground.
Good loins, with width of haunch (the vis a tergo
being so necessary in leaping, as well as gallopping
on soft ground,) need scarcely be insisted upon;
and we now proceed to the hinder-legs, the proper
or improper form of which makes the difference
between a good or bad hunter, if a horse with badly
formed hinder-legs can be called a hunter at all.
But a horse with short, straight, and weak thighs,
cannot make a good hunter. Even admitting that
they are not weak, but short and straight, yet the
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objection remains, because he cannot, in the latter
case, be pulled together in his gallop, nor have his
stride collected to enable him to take his fences
properly ; and, what is not generally known, he is
almost certain to be a hard puller. Indeed, some
good judges go so far as to assert, that horses with
straight hinder legs, never have good mouths, and
there is much truth in the remark, as their form
will not admit of their being * pulled together,” as
the horseman’s term is, in their quick paces, and
without it no horse is safe. A long and muscular
thigh, then, with a clean well-placed hock, is one
of the most material points in a hunter, and also
one by which the duration of his services may very
nearly be measured ; as when much out of the true
form, either inclining inwards, like the cow, or out-
wards, like the bandy-legged man, disease is almost
certain to attack this very complicated but beauti-
fully contrived joint, when put to severe exertion,
especially in soft ground. The shank-bone of the
hinder-leg, below the hock, ought to be equally well
supported by sinews and tendons with that of the
fore-leg ; and the pastern of the hind-leg should re-
semble that of the fore-leg, moderately long, strong,
and oblique.

But such is the paramount importance of the
hock in the hunter, that we transcribe the following
admirable description of one most material point
in it :—* The most powerful of the flexor or bend-
ing muscles are inserted into the point of the
hock, or the extremity of the os calcis; and in
proportion to the projection of the hock, or, in
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other words, the length of this bone, will two
purposes be effected. The line of direction will be
more advantageous, for it will be mearer to a per-
pendicular ; and the arm of the lever to which the
power is applied will be lengthened, and mechanical
advantage will be gained to an almost incredible
extent. Suppose this bone of the hock to be three
inches in length, the joint formed by the tibia and
the astragalus is evidently the centre of motion,
and the weight concentrated about the middle of
the shank is the obstacle to be overcome. If the
weight be four times as far from the centre of mo-
tion a8 the power, a force equal to four times the
weight would raise it. It is, however, here to be
remembered, that it is not merely the weight of
the leg which is to be raised, but the weight of the
horse, for the time resting upon the leg, and that
weight to be propelled or driven forward. At what
shall we calculate this? We may fairly suppose
that the muscles, whose tendons are inserted into
the point of the hock, exert an energy equal to 4000
lb. Let us further suppose, that an inch is added
to the point of the hock, which will be an addition
of one-third to its length : a muscular power of less
than 3000 lb. will now effect the same purpose.
The slightest lengthening, therefore, of the point
of the hock will make an exceedingly great differ-
ence in the muscular energy by which the joint is
moved, and a difference that will wonderfully tell
in a long day’s work. On this account, the depth
of the hock, or the length of the bone of which we
are speaking, is a point of the greatest importance.
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There is, however, a limit to this. In proportion
to the length of this bone, must be the space which
it passes over, in order sufficiently to bend the
limb ; and in that proportion must be the contrac-
tion of the muscle, and consequently the length of
the muscle, that it may be enabled thus to con-
tract ; and, therefore, if this bone were inordinately
lengthened, there would require a depth of quarter
which would amount to deformity. A hock of this
advantageous length is, however, rarely or never
met with, and it is received among the golden rules
in judging of the horse, that this bone of the hock
cannot be too long.”*

Hunters which carry very heavy men cannot
excel in the field, unless they exhibit those just
proportions in their limbs, and all the moving levers,
necessary to produce full liberty of action, but not
too long a stride. Well placed hinder-legs, with
wide hips, well spread gaskins, and great depth of
chest, are essentials, together with as much of the
vis a tergo, as is consistent with a not unsightly
back, commonly called * a hog-back.” Well knit
joints, short cannon bone, moderately oblique pas-
terns, with rather large feet, are not only points
from which great physical powers may be expected,
but they are necessary to the duration of them in
the horse we are now alluding to. As, however, it
is an axiom in the animal creation, that the parts
which add to strength diminish swiftness, hunters
to carry more than sixteen stones well with hounds,

* Library of Useful Knowledge, Farmery’ Series, “ The Horse,”
p. 272.
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at the pace they now run, are always difficult to
be procured, and ought to command large prices.
The stamp of animal most approved of for this pur-
pose, is the short-legged, thick, but well-bred horse,
not exceeding sixteen hands in height, but appear-
ing, to the eye, half a hand below that standard.
As for his general appearance, it is * handsome is,
that handsome does.,” in this case; and we must
not look for beauty in all his points.

Having now described each individual external
part of the horse essential to his being a good hun-
ter, we shall, in a few words, exhibit him to the
reader’s view in what we consider his best form.
He should have a light head, well put on, with a
firm, but not a long neck ; lengthy, and conse-
quently oblique, shoulders, with very capacious
chest, and great depth of girth; a long, muscular
fore-arm, coming well out of the shoulder, the elbow
parallel with the body, neither inclining inward nor
outward ; a short cannon or shank, with large ten-
dons and sinews, forming a flat, not round leg; an
oblique pastern, rather long than short, and an open
circular foot; the back of moderate length, with
well-developed loins and fillets, and deep ribs,
making what is termed by sportsmen a good “ spur-
place.” From the loins to the setting on of the
tail, the line should be carried on almost straight,
or rounded only in a very slight degree. Thus the
haunch will be most oblique, and will produce a
corresponding obliquity in the thigh bone, which
formation is peculiarly characteristic of the well
bred horse. The dock of the tail should be large,
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the buttocks close together, and the fundament
small, and somewhat resembling the front or eye of
the pippin apple. The thighs should be muscular
and long, rather inclining inwards, with large lean
hocks, the points appearing to stand somewhat be-
hind the body, which will bring the lower part of
the hind-leg, or shank, under it. The shank, fet-
lock, and pastern of the hinder-leg, should exactly
resemble those of the fore-leg, as also should the
foot. The legs should appear short, from the great
depth of chest, and well-proportioned substance of
the body, or middle-piece.

The stature of the horse is no more absolutely
fixed than that of the human body, but a medium
height is considered as best for a hunter, say fif-
teen hands, two or three inches. For one good
horse over this height, there are a hundred under
it. In fact, there are, in the operations of na-
ture as well as of art, limits which they cannot sur-
pass in magnitude, and it is known that no very
large animal has strength in proportion to its size.
That the horse has not, the pony affords proof, if
any other were wanting. Even the heaviest weights
find horses about the height we have fixed upon
best calculated to carry them. There have been
many extraordinary instances of horses, little more
than fourteen hands high, being equal to the speed
of hounds over the strongest counties in England,
for example, Mr. William Coke’s * Pony,” as he
was called, many years celebrated in Leicestershire;
but they are not pleasant to ride, by reason of the



96 THE HUNTER.

fences, when high, appearing higher to the rider
than when he is mounted on a taller horse.

Temper and mouth are essential points in a hun-
ter. The former adds much to his value, not only
as it contributes to the pleasure and safety of his
rider, but a horse of a placid temper saves himself
much in a long day’s work with hounds, and espe-
cially when there is much leaping. Indeed, fretful
horses are proverbially soft, and not generally to
be depended upon at a pinch, which caused Shak-
speare to make them the symbol of false friends.
Thus Julius Casar exclaims,

“ Hollow men, like horses, hot at hand,
Make gallant show, and promise of their mettle ;
But when they should endure the bloody spur,
They fall their crest, and, like deceitful jades,
Sink in the trial.”

A hunter should have courage, but nothing more,
to make him what he is required to be, namely, not
afraid to leap at any fence his rider thinks proper
to put him at. His mouth will depend upon two
things ; first, upon the judgment of the person who
breaks him in, in his colthood ; and, secondly, upon
the position of his hinder legs, but chiefly upon the
first. It ought to be endowed with so great sensi-
bility, that the slightest motion of the bit should
give him warning, and direct his course, which is
significantly implied by Horace, when he said, * the
ear of a horse lies in his bridle.” It is true, that
what we call the * mouth™ of a horse, is an artifi-
cial feature, at all events, a figurative term for his
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being easily acted upon by the bridle; but it is a
point of the utmost importance in a hunter. With-
out it, in short, he is absolutely dangerous to ride ;
for although the skill and power of his rider may
prevent his running away, yet he is always in dan-
ger of being placed in some unpleasant situation or
other by him. In the first place, he cannot be a
large fencer, nor safe at all sorts of leaps, if he will
not suffer his rider to pull him together, to collect
him for the effort of rising at them. Secondly, he
is as dangerous in going through gates, only partly
opened. Thirdly, if the horse immediately before
him should fall at a leap, he is very apt to leap
upon him, or his rider; and, lastly, his strength is
sooner exhausted than that of a horse, perhaps not
naturally so good, which is going quietly, and
within himself, by his side.

No doubt many of the ancient writers were good
Jjudges of horses, although they were deficient, com-
pared with the moderns, in availing themselves of
their highest capabilities. 'Were a purchaser of
a hunter to look no further than the first chapter
of Xenophon msgi iawixng, he would find hints that
would be well worthy his attention; and nothing
can be more expressive of the evils attending a bad
mouth, in a horse of this description, than the fol-
lowing sentence from Pliny, ¢ Equi sine freenis de-
formis ipse cursus, rigida cervice, et extento capite,
currentium,” which may be thus translated: The
career of a horse without a bridle is disagreeable,
carrying his neck stiff, and his nose in the air.
When we consider how often it is necessary to

I
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pull up, or to turn a horse very short in crossing
enclosed countries, the value, even on the score of
comfort, of a good mouth, cannot be too highly ap-
preciated by the sportsman.

We now come to the action of the hunter, which,
after all, is the main consideration. He should
have energy in all his paces, but he may have too
much of what is generally called action. Nothing
conveys to us a better idea of that which is adapted
to his business, than the concluding sentence of a
huntsman of former days, when describing to his
master a capital run with his hounds. ¢ The old
mare,” said he, * carried me like 0tl.™ The action
of the hunter should be smootk, or it will not last.
His stride in his gallop should be rather long than
otherwise, provided he brings his hinder legs well
under his body ; and the movement of the fore-legs
should be round, but by no means high. Above all
things, there should be no ** dwelling,” as it is called,
in the limb coming to the ground ; a great obstacle
to speed, but often the accompaniment of excessive
action in the fore-legs. But the test of action in
the hunter, is in what sportsmen call * dirt,” that
is, in soft, tender ground, or when passing over such
as appears dry on the surface, but is not sufficiently
so to bear his weight. It is not exactly in the
power of the best judges to determine whence this
peculiar excellence, which some horses possess over
others apparently well-proportioned, arises, forwhich
reason the eye should never be depended upon in
the selection of horses for the field. Wisdom here
can only be the produce of experience ; and many
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sportsmen have paid dear for it on this particular
point. In fact, next to ascending steep hills under
great weight, nothing puts the physical powers
of a horse to so severe a test, a8 carrying a heavy
man, at a quick rate, over a country that sinks
under him at every step. Mere strength alone
will not do it. It must be the result of a combina-
tion of strength with agility, good wind and speed,
to produce which, the most perfect arrangement of
the acting parts—although the exact symmetry
and proportion of them may not be exactly discern-
ible to the eye—are requisite, and, we may be as-
sured, are present. As the beauty of all forms is,
in great part, subordinate to their utility, a horse
of this description, that is, one which can carry six-
teen stones well up to hounds in any or in all coun-
tries, at the rate they now run, not only, as has
before been observed, commands a very high price,
but, to a person who loves to study nature, presents
a feast to the eye.

A hunter should be what is called very quick as
well as very fast; by which is implied, that he
should not only have great speed, but that he should
be very quick in regaining his speed after taking
his leap, or being pulled up from any other cause.
One so gifted will cross a country, especially a close
one, in less time than one that is more speedy, but
not so ““ quick on his legs,” as Jockies term it. It
is also very agreeable that a hunter should be safe
in his slow paces on the road ; and, if a fast trot-
ter, he relieves himself by changing the action of
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the muscles, when the pace of hounds so far abates
as to allow him to break into a trot.

Leapiva.—One of the greatest accomplishments
in a hunter is being a perfect and safe leaper. The
situation of a sportsman riding a horse that is ‘ un-
certain,” as the term is, at his fences, may be com-
pared with that of the philosopher, which Cicero
describes in his Tusculan Questions, as seated on
the throne of Dionysius, gazing upon the wealth
and splendour that surrounded him, with a naked
sword suspended over his head by a single thread.
But a horse following hounds often leaps under very
great disadvantages, which accounts for the nume-
rous falls sportsmen get. Putting aside the labour
of rising from the ground, which, to the horse, with a
weight on his back, must be great, from the earth’s
attraction and the body’s gravity, he has often to
take his spring without any fixed point for support ;
whereas, in most other cases, leaping takes place
on a fixed surface, which possesses the power of re-
sistance in consequence of its firmness. Neverthe-
less, although the surface yield to a certain degree,
leaping can still be performed, notwithstanding the
retrograde motion of the surface produces a great
diminution in the velocity of the leap, compared
with that which is made from firm ground; and
the velocity is always greater in proportion as the
resistance is perfect. Thus it is, that we find
horses able to cover much greater obstacles in Lei-
cestershire, and the other grass countries, where
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the taking off for the leap is generally good and
sound, than they can coverin ploughed and marshy
districts, where they have not that advantage,
from the less firm state of the soil. We shall now
endeavour to point out the form most likely to con-
stitute a good leaper.

The very worm that crawls on the ground first
carries its contraction from the hinder parts, in
order to throw its fore parts forward; and it is
chiefly from the vis a tergo, or strength of back,
and hinder quarters, that the power of leaping in a
horse is derived. It must, however, be admitted
that oblique shoulders give him a great advantage,
by enabling him to extend his fore quarters; but
if his loins be loose and weak, and his hinder-legs
ill placed, with weak hocks, he cannot make, in
any one’s hands, a safe and perfect leaper. But the
position of his head has something to do with it.
A plank placed in equilibrio cannot rise at one end
unless it sinks at the other ; and although a horse
in light harness cannot, for appearance’ sake, carry
his head too high, provided he be obedient to the
rein, the hunter should carry his low. A colt,
running wild, never raises his head when he leaps,
but lowers it, and so should the hunter; and he is
always less liable to fall in galloping over a country
when he carries his head low ; likewise, in horses
with lengthy shoulders, the seat of the rider is
rather benefited than injured by it.

The sort of fence that stops hunters more than
any other description of obstacle, is a wide brook ;
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and, like all other wide places, it takes a good deal
out of him, if he clears it. Lengthy horses are the
best brook jumpers; but they require good loins
and hinder quarters as well, and, above all things,
courage. Unless a horse takes a wide brook in his
stroke, he is almost sure to be in it; for which
reason he is generally ridden fast at it, and, for the
most part, not allowed to see it till he comes close
to it. Immense space has been covered by horses
when jumping brooks, particularly when there has
been a difference of elevation of the banks in favour
of the horse. We have heard of thirty feet and
upwards from hind foot to hind foot ; but half that
space tn water is considered a good brook, and even
if the banks are sound, stops a great part of the
field. When unsound, it requires a horse, coming
under the denomination of a ¢ good brook-jumper,”
to clear it without a fall, and particularly, if to-
wards the end of a run.

To be a good timber leaper is a great desideratum
in a hunter, although many horses are great tim-
ber leapers, and yet from their form, never make
good hunters. It only requires a short backed,
truss-horse for this purpose; and he can dispense
with the general length so necessary to the com-
plete hunter. Good and well-formed thighs, how-
ever, are necessary. For those hunting countries,
such as Cheshire, where the hedge is generally
placed on a bank or  cop,” as it is there styled,
rather a short but very active horse performs best.
But he must be very good in his hinder-legs, and
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very quick in the use of them. Wall jumpers come
within the same class with timber jumpers as to
make and shape.

There is one faculty in which the horse is want-
ing, that would, if he possessed it, give him a great
advantage in leaping. In the human species, the
power and influence of feeling are inherent, in a great
degree, to the very tips of the fingers ; but the horse
has no proper organ of feeling or touck. When a man
takes his spring for a leap, or leaps on the top of
any substance, he has a distinct and certain sense
or knowledge of the nature of the ground from
which he has sprung, and of the substance on which
he has alighted ; but, from the insensible nature of
the horse’s hoof, such feeling is, in a great measure,
denied to him, and indispensably so too. Still,
however, there are a few instances upon record of
horses going very well over a country even after
having undergone the operation of neurotomy, by
which all sensibility, from the fetlock downwards,
has been destroyed.

Looking at the pace of hounds, and the manner
of riding after them, which have so materially
changed within the last half century, it is insisted
upon by some that the hunter of the present day
ought to be of full blood. Reasoning from analogy,
indeed, between the powers and capabilities of one
and another, we are decidedly in favour of that
breed which has the greatest share of strength
within the smallest compass ; and such is decidedly
the character of the thorough-bred horse. Inde-
pendently of this, the thorough-bred horse, when
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perfect, and with substance, is peculiarly fitted for
what a hunter is called upon to perform ; and those
persons who assert to the contrary, can only do so
in ignorance of the nature of his constituent parts.
He has more depth and declivity in the shoulders
than the lower bred horse has, and is consequently
clearer in his wind. By these means, he can bet-
ter extend and elevate his fore-feet in going over
rough ground, and at his leaps ; and, by the curve
or circular figure he makes with his hinder-legs, he
stands more secure on all kinds of ground, and,
above all things, he bears being pressed better than
any other description of horse ; for, although blown,
he soon recovers his wind. Having said this, it
may scarcely be necessary to add, that several of
our first-rate sportsmen of the present day will not
ride any thing that is not of full blood; and such
description of horse, when perfect in his work, as
well as in his form, commands the highest price.
Nevertheless, the necessity for the thorough-bred
horse in the field is belied, by the experience of all
unprejudiced sportsmen; and even in Leicester-
shire, where the best studs are to he found, not a
twentieth part of the hunters are of that descrip-
tion. But this perhaps arises from three causes.
First, there is a difficulty in procuring full-bred
horses to carry even moderate weights, and speed
is but a second attribute to a hunter. He must
have sundry other qualifications; and the most
prevailing objections to the thorough-bred horse
are generally these. He is apt to be deficient in
substance to carry high weights over rough and
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deep countries, without trespassing too much on
the virtue of his high descent. Secondly, he is
inclined, and especially if he have been trained, to
be shy of facing rough and thorny fences, by reason
of the delicate nature of his skin, rendered so by
repeated sweats in clothes, when in training. It
often happens, indeed, that even the cheering in-
fluence of hounds, which has so much effect on
other horses, will not induce him to take them.
In fact, which may appear extraordinary, he does
not appear to have in the field the courage of the
half-bred horse. Lastly, his feet are apt to be
small, in which case he sinks deeper in soft ground
than does the lower-bred horse, whose feet are
larger and wider, and thus suffers more than the
latter does in crossing a deep country. As for his
powers of endurance under equal sufferings, they
doubtless would exceed those of the cock-tail ; and,
being by-his nature what is termed a ¢ better
doer™ in the stable, he is sooner at his work again
than the other. Indeed, there is scarcely a limit
to the work of full-bred hunters of good frame,
constitution, and temper.

A sportsman, partial to thorough-bred hunters,
should either breed them, or purchase them, not
exceeding two years old. If he breeds them, he
should select large and bony mares, putting them
to horses who have hunting action, such as Tramp
had, and several more we could name ; and, if he
buy them, it will be his fault if he do not buy
those of the right stamp. From their never hav-
ing been trained, but ridden over rough ground in
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their colthood, they would have freer and higher
action, and, when castrated at a proper age, would
very rarely fail making first-rate hunters. But it
may be asked, why subject them to the enervating
operation of castration, which, as Percival says,
stamps their form and character with the seal of
imbecility and pusillanimousness ¢ Our answer
here is, that we would not do it, if experience did
not show that by far the greater number of entire
horses, used as hunters, are either dangerous in a
crowd, and when pressed upon in gateways; or
given to refuse their fences, when they feel them-
selves somewhat distressed ; and, if once well tired,
are not to be depended upon afterwards. When
free from these defects, they are doubtless superior
to either geldings or mares.

Purcuase of A Hunter.—Although it may not
be necessary that a person should be perfectly ac-
quainted with the mechanical structure of the
horse’s frame, according to the laws of nature, to
render him a good judge of a hunter, yet, fortu-
nately for such as have them to sell, vast numbers
of persons purchase hunters from very slight expe-
rience of them, regardless of the proverb of, ‘ he
hath a geod judgment who doth not rely on his
own.” There is also another proverb, prevalent,
we believe, in Spain, which well applies here:—
‘“ He that would buy a mule without a fault must
not buy one at all ;” and, although faultless hun-
ters may be as rare as faultless riders of them, we
will offer a few hints to a person in the act of pur-
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chasing one, addressing him in the colloquial
style.

First, bear in mind the country you are about
to hunt in, whether flat, hilly, firm, soft, open, or
enclosed, and refer to the remarks we have made
on the sort of horse we have adapted to each ; only
be assured, that, in an open country, especially if
a hilly one, nothing has a chance with a thorough-
bred horse, in good form, and not over-weighted.
Secondly, consider well your weight, and be sure
to have at least a stone to spare. A light man on
a light horse throws away all the advantage of
being light, and can go no faster, or leap larger
fences, than a heavy man on a strong horse, for
strenath will be served. Until you try him, it is
hard to say what horse will make a hunter, but the
following indices may induce you to try him :—If
he appear well-bred, with a loose, bright skin,
which may be called his complexion ; observe that
his hair does not stand hollow from the skin, par-
ticularly about the poll of his neck. If you find
him standing over a good deal of ground, it is a
sure sign that he has got length where it ought to
be ; not in the back, but from the obliquity of his
shoulders, and the arm being set on at the extreme
point of his shoulder, which so much contributes to
the act of extension of the fore-parts in galloping,
leaping, and clearing grips. Next examine minutely
his thighs and hocks, being especially careful to
observe the position of the point of the hock-bone.
Above all things, avoid a short, and also an over-
topped horse. The former will never carry you to
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your satisfaction, however good he may be in his
nature; and the latter, from being too heavy for
his legs, will seldom last many years. As for the
minor points, common observation alone is want-
ing. Have his head placed in such a situation
for inspection, as will enable you to satisfy your-
self that he has perfectly organised eyes, free from
incipient cataract, sometimes rather difficult to be
detected ; and as for his age, there are but two
ways of satisfying yourself on that point. By his
teeth till about eight years old ; afterwards by the
state of his legs, which are, in fact, the best test of
his value, the best proof of what he has done, and
the sure source of speculation as to what he may
hereafter be expected to do. Observe, also, his
joints, that no material injury has been done to
them by blows, &c., and that they are strong.

But the purchaser of a hunter must not trust to
his eye. Neither must he be satisfied with him,
how well soever he may gallop with him upon sound
land. It is the peculiar excellence of ¢ going well
through dirt™ that renders a horse valuable for all
our best hunting countries ; and no man can assure
himself that a horse has this peculiar excellence,
until he puts him to the test. The best method
of doing it is this—The rider should put him
along at a good pace, with a slack rein, upon sound
ground, letting him find himself all at once upon
that which is soft and holding. If, on quitting
the former, he cringes more than might be expected
under the weight, and shortens his stroke much,
he must not purchase him for a hunter. He may
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go well over a light, down country, but he will
never distinguish himself over a heavy one, as he
will be going in distress, when other horses are
going comparatively at their ease. Horses possess
gradations of excellence in this natural qualification
or gift, more than in any other, but in it consists
the summum bonum in a hunter ; inasmuch as,
whatever may be his other good qualities, they are
all useless, when the acting parts are, from this
cause—namely, deep ground—easily over-fatigued.
The writer himself has good reason to acknowledge
the soundness of this advice in the trial of hunters
prior to purchase. He once gave 220 guineas for
a horse, from seeing him go well over the Oxford-
shire hills, where the ground was sound : when he
rode him in the vale of Bicester, in the same county,
where the ground was of an opposite nature, he
proved to be worth little more than as many shil-
lings. With regard to a horse’s wind, a purchaser
must not judge hastily of that, in a horse not in
strong work. Should he not perceive any thing
like whistling in his respiration, when he puts him
along at a quick pace, and his chest is capacious
and deep, and his head well set on, he is not to
reject him, in case he appears blown by a short
gallop. Condition and work will rectify that ; but
many a good hunter has been rejected on this
account, by persons not taking into consideration
the state of his bodily condition, in a trial of this
nature ; and the writer can produce an instance
that bears on this point. He purchased a horse
from a London dealer, and on his arrival in the
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country, a neighbour wished to have him, and at a
pretty high premium, as the term is, for he was
very perfect in his form. On having him examined,
however, after giving him a gallop, by a veterinary
surgeon, he was pronounced thick-winded, and the
deal did not take place. He, however, turned out
a capital hunter, and became the property of the
present Lord Wenloch, then Mr. Beillby Lanley,
at a large price.

The price of the hunter varies with the times,
and, no doubt, is as much regulated by the price of
wheat as the quartern loaf is. During the war
prices, the sum of a thousand guineas was occa-
sionally given, and that of five hundred guineas
frequently. Half the last-mentioned sum now com-
mands a first-rate hunter. But first-rate horses,
in all ages of the world, have ever produced extra-
vagant prices. It is recorded of Alexander the
Great, that he gave four Roman talents for Buce-
phalus, which approaches near to the Melton Mow-
bray prices, and those, we may safely conclude,
stand at the head of the list.
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THE HACKNEY.

THE COVER HACK—THE PARK HACK—THE LADY'S HORSE
—FORM OF THE HACKNEY—HEIGHT—STRENGTH—
IMPORTANCE OF SOUND PEET—ACTION AND PACES—
THE PACK HORSE—THE COB—THE GALLOWAY-—THE
PONY.

Unper this term are comprised the following :
—The Cover Hack, the Park Hack, the Lady's
Horse, the Roadster, the Cob, the Galloway, and
the Pony.

The difficulty of procuring really good hacks is
admitted by all persons who have kept them for
the various purposes of either business or pleasure,
and for the following obvious reasons. First, very
few people try to breed hackneys, therefore, al-
though we require them to be nearly perfect in
shape and action, (and perfect they should be to
be ¢ really good hacks,”) they may be said to be
failures in the breeding stud after all. Secondly,
by reason of their appearing to be failures in their
colthood, they are not forced into good shape, as
more promising young horses are, by high keep
and care. Lastly, if a man has a really good hack,
he is unwilling to dispose of it at the price gene-
rally given for such animals. But a question
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arises, What is a good hack? It cannot be an-
swered but with reference to another question,
namely, What description of person is he to carry?
The horse that a sober citizen of London or Edin-
burgh would call a perfect hackney to carry him to
his country seat, would not be worth five shillings
" to a Newmarket or a country jockey, or as a cover
hack to a Leicestershire or Warwickshire sports-
man. We will commence, then, with the cover
hack, and describe the others in their turns.

Tue Cover Hack of the present day is very dif-
ficult to be procured, because he must unite, with
the good qualities of the roadster, the requisites
and accomplishments of the hunter. In fact, he
must be a hunter in miniature ; and, after all, the
form of the hunter is the best calculated for a road-
ster. He must be fast in all his paces, able to
gallop well on deep or soft ground, and equal to
carrying his rider over moderately-sized fences;
and if taught to leap timber standing, his value is
proportionally increased. But, above all things,
he must go from twelve to fifteen miles in the
hour, when wanted, without showing any symp-
toms of distress; and he is too often unnecessarily
called upon to perform much more than this, by
his owner delaying the period of his leaving home
in the morning, for the purpose of meeting hounds.
It may also be observed, that it is not every sports-
man who keeps two cover hacks, although he may
keep six or eight hunters; and it often happens
that the cover hack does more work than any
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horse in the stable, although in justice it should
be stated, that the same care in the stable is now
taken of him as of the best hunter in it.

Unless to carry a great weight, the cover hack
should be all but thorough-bred, if he cannot be
procured of quite full blood ; with excellent legs
and feet, lengthy and elevated shoulders, and with
a susceptibility of mouth that will not only enable
his rider to keep him well on his haunches, to
guard against danger when going fast on all sorts
of roads, but as tending to lessen the fatigue of
riding him; and the strength of his rider should
be reserved for his day’s diversion after hounds.
The chief pace of a cover hack should be the can-
ter; and his temper should not be overlooked, for
if fractious, and a puller, he will add much to the
fatigue of a severe day's sport. A horse of this
description, nearly fifteen hands high, young and
sound, will command from sixty to a hundred
pounds. The other points essential to a good
road hackney, which will be noticed hereafter,
apply equally to the cover hack.

Tre Park Hack of the present day is the race-
horse in miniature. To be quite @ la mode, he
should be thorough-bred, with a very neat head,
beautifully set on, and a switch or ‘bang™ tail;
and so well bitted as to be ridden with a slack rein.
He should have much liberty in his walk, which,
and the canter, should be his chief paces. He
must have great obliquity of shoulder, with a cor-
responding true formation of hinder quarters, and,

K
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above all, well-bent hinder-legs; in which case, if
the position of his fore-legs enable him to put his
feet down properly, which will be explained in de-
scribing the general action of the hackney, he will
be, if good tempered, and not given to fret, the
perfect park hack.

Tae Laoy’s Honrse is, after all, the most difficult
to obtain, because he ought to approach very near
to perfection. His paces, mouth, and temper,
should each be proportioned to the power and capa-
bility of his rider; and he should be proof against
alarm from either noises or sights, which otherwise
might cause him to run away. This description of'
horse should likewise be well bred, as in that case
his action will be easier, and his appearance and
carriage more in character with the generally ele-
gant appearance of his rider. His pace should be
the canter; the trot causes an ungraceful move-
ment in the person of a woman, to enable her to
rise to it ; and if she do not rise to it, she is much
shaken in her seat. Neither is the form of the
side-saddle fitted for the trot; and the canter of a
well-bitted horse is more safe, because his haunches
are more under him in that pace than they can be
in the trot. A good bold walk, however, with the
head in proper place, is essential to a horse that
has to carry a woman; and his action should be
very true, that is, he should not ¢ dish,” or throw
his legs outward, as the term is, in any of his
paces, or he will cover the lower garments of his
rider with mud when the roads are wet and dirty.
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To provide against the latter inconvenience, how-
ever, all horses intended for this purpose, should
not be much under fifteen hands and a half in
height, which size corresponds with the lengthened
drapery of a lady’s riding costume. As a preven-
tive against accidents, ladies’ horses, however well
broken and bitted, should not be too highly fed ;
and, if at all above themselves, should be ridden by
a careful servant, with good use of his hands, be-
fore ladies mount them. It is, however, an ac-
knowledged fact, that horses go more quietly under
women than they do under men, which is account-
ed for by the lightness of their hand, and the back-
ward position of the body, in the saddle. We have,
in fact, known several instances of horses being
very hard pullers with men, standing up in their
stirrups, and, consequently, inclining their bodies
forward, but going perfectly temperate and at their
ease under women.

The power and parts conducive to action in the
roadster, or hackney, are derived much from the
same shape and make as we have shown to be best
fitted for the hunter; but it is desirable that he
should be more up in his forehand than the hunter
is required to be, as such form gives confidence to
the rider. The most dangerous form he can exhibit,
if we may be allowed such a term, is, with his fore-
legs standing too much behind the points of his
shoulders, ard those points loaded. Even with the
best-formed hinder-legs, the centre of gravity, being
thrown so far forward beyond the pillars of support,
is, in this case, with great difficulty preserved on



116 THE HACKNEY.

the horse making a stumble; but with straight
hinder-legs, a horse so formed in his fore-quarters
is only fit for harness, where he can recover him-
self by the assistance of his collar, having no weight
on his back. Provided a hackney do not cut his
legs, by striking one against the other, which is
oftener caused by imperfection in the upper than
the lower extremity of the legs, he is not to be re-
jected because he may turn out his toes.a little,
some of the very best, fastest, and safest road-
horses being so formed. Cutting the hinder-legs is
a worse failing than cutting the fore ones, as it is
a certain sign of weakness; and although we may
be told that shoeing will prevent it, we bring to
our recollection the old adage, that * a goose always
goes like a goose.” What is called the ‘¢ speedy
cut” with the fore-legs, arises from excess of action,
and is a great objection, by reason of the wound
given to the leg, which is struck just under the
knee. Many good hunters, especially when ridden
in hilly countries, such as parts of Surrey, where
they traverse hills on loose and stony ground, are
subject to this failing, which is remedied by a boot ;
and, after all, the danger attributed to speedy cut,
in throwing horses down, is much over-rated.

Six years back, the writer saw a horse go re-
markably well with Mr. Ramsay’s hounds, in Scot-
land; but Scotch sportsmen would not purchase
him, because he was given to * speedy cut.” The
writer recommended him to one of the hardest and
best riders of the day, Sir David Baird, then hunt-
ing in Leicestershire, who purchased him, and was
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carried . brilliantly by him for two seasons, when,
unfortunately, he was deprived of him, by an acci-
dent.

The height of a road hackney must be regulated
by the size of the person to ride him; but, gene-
rally speaking, from fourteen hands to fourteen
hands and a half, is the proper height. His strength
must also be thus calculated, for a light man does
not ride pleasantly on a horse equal to double his
weight. But a road hackney should have strength
of shoulder, with a round barrel, but not a large
carcass, which only wears out his legs. His con-
stitution and feeding can only be proved upon trial ;
but there are certain indices, such as deep ribs,
hardy colour, brown muzzle, &c., which very rarely
deceive us. As to the necessity of well-placed
hinder-legs, it is most clearly shown by the answer
given to the following question :—If a horse make
a serious blunder forward, and the centre of gravity
of his -body fall beyond the pillars of support, and
is for a moment lost, what restores the equilibrium ¢
Is it merely the chuck under the chin to an animal
of his bulk and weight, and that * chuck” given per-
haps by the weak, powerless wrist of a feeble old
man, or delicate young lady? No: the main effect
of the bit, or curb, in this case is, first, warning the
horse of his danger; and, next, by the momentary
raising of his head, he is better able to bring a
hinder leg instantly to his assistance, by advancing
it under his body, and thus restoring the equili-
brium. In the walk, in fact, the horse actually
begins to move by advancing the hinder-leg under
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the body, before the fore-leg quits the ground ; and
if he did not do so, there would be no equal sup-
port for the body, during the suspension of the
fore-leg in the air; nor could the body be moved
forwards, until the hinder-leg had, by quitting its
station, taken a new point of support. Seeing, then,
that in the walk, as in all other paces, the centre
of gravity in the horse is maintained, as well as the
body propelled, by the action of the hinder-legs,
the greatest attention should be paid to the position
and action of them in the hackney, as the best
safeguard against his falling. We should observe,
then, when he is exhibited to our view, that, in his
walk, the hinder foot oversteps the fore foot, at
least a shoe’s length, which a horse with straight,
ill-formed hinder-legs cannot do ; and if such actijon
be accompanied by generally good hind quarters, it
is a great indication of safety, as far as one-half of
the body of the horse is concerned. But as the
false step is made, not with the hinder, but the
fore-leg, the chief safeguard against falling is to be
found elsewhere, namely, first, in the length of
the shoulder, which throws the centre of gravity
further back than a short one; and, secondly, pro-
ceeding also from the free use of the shoulder,
in the act of setting the fore-foot down on the
ground. It is a general but very mistaken notion,
that the safety of a roadster depends upon his lift-
ing his fore-feet high from the ground, when he is
said to * go well above his ground ; whereas it all
depends on the manner in which he places them
down upon it. Not only are the highest goers
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often the most unsafe to ride, for, when they do
fall, they fall with a violence proportioned to-the
height of their action; but, although we do not
advocate such extremes, there are thousands of in-
stances of horses going very mear to the ground,
and never making a trip. It is, however, a well
established fact, that if the form of a horse’s shoul-
der, and the consequent position of the fore-leg,
enable him to put his foot to the ground fla¢, with
the heel well down, his lifting up his foot high is
not at all necessary; whereas, on the other hand,
if, by an improper position of the leg, issuing out
of a short, upright, ill-formed shoulder, the toe
touches the ground first, and, as it were, digs into
it ; no matter how high such a horse may lift up his
leg in any of his paces, he will always be danger-
ous to ride. And this will be clearly shown, if we
consider the position of the fore-leg, when off the
ground, or in action. It is bent in the form of a
C, and the foot suspended in the air, turning in-
wards, with a curve towards the body. When in
this state, were the foot to come in contact with a
stone, or any other substance, it would pass over it
without resistance, the limb being at that time in
a flaccid state ; but when it approaches the ground,
the limb being extended, and having the whole
weight of the fore-quarters about to be thrown upon
it, if it strike against a stone, or any hard substance,
then the case is greatly altered, and a stumble is
the inevitable consequence. The base now requires
to be firm and even, which it can only be by the
foot being placed flat upon the ground. Man, in
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fact, walks very near the ground, but his toe rarely
strikes it. If it did so frequently, he would soon
become a cripple, putting falling out of the ques-
tion. His action proceeds from his hips; that of
the horse, as regards the fore-legs, from his shoul-
ders; but the principle is the same with each;
each is a piece of curiously-wrought mechanism,
and according to the correctness of that mechanism
is their action true. A wrong notion, however,
prevails here, which may lead the purchaser of a
hackney astray. It has been asserted by various
writers, that, if the shoe of a roadster be found
worn at the toe, it is a sure sign of his possessing.
the dangerous action to which we have alluded.
This is false; many horses wear at the toe, solely
by the act of picking up the foot, and quite inde-
pendently. of placing it down. That many hack-
neys, however, fall from their shoes being neglected,
and suffered to wear too much at the toes, we are
well aware, as well as from their pressing upon the
heels and quarters, from the want of being removed
in proper time. When a horse is given to wear at
the toe, the wearing part should be steeled.

The best method of ascertaining the manner of
putting down the foot, on which we have shown
the safety of a hackney depends, is, to ride a horse
with a slack rein, on a foot-path, on which there
are trifling undulations, scarcely perceptible, but
sufficient for our purpose. If he walk smoothly
over such ground, and do not strike it with his toe,
we may be sure he puts his foot properly down, and
will not, from that cause, be a tumble-down. But
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there are various ways in which horses fall on the
road ; bad shoeing, as we have already said, being
one of them, and bad condition another. What is
called a false step, very different from a stumble,
may occur to any horse, and is occasioned by his
accidentally putting his foot on a loose stone, that
rolls away from under it, when, of course, his foot-
ing is lost. In this case, his chance of recovering
himself is in his shoulders being oblique and lengthy
(for upright shoulders are always short) and well
placed hinder-legs. Thrushes and corns are also
the cause of stumbling; as likewise is starting,
one of the worst failings a hackney can have. In
some horses it is a nervous affection, rather difficult
to account for in animals of such strength of frame ;
and it often arises from imperfectly formed eyes,
such as flatness of the cornea, or outward surface
of the eye, generally a small one, causing short-
sightedness. In the latter case, this fault in a
hackney may be guarded against, by employing a
veterinary surgeon to inspect him previous to pur-
chase.

The old adage of « No foot, no horse,” applies
particularly to the road-horse. The hunter can
cross a country upon feet that are very far from
good; and by the help of bar-shoes, the coach-
horse, with no weight on his back, and with the
support the harness gives him, gets pretty com-
fortably over his stage on unsound feet; but the
road-horse must have sound feet. Previously to the
use of horse-shoes, the value of a solid hoof was so
great as to have been made the image by which

L
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the Prophet Isaiah set forth the strength and ex-
cellence of the Babylonish cavalry, * whose hoofs,”
says he, « shall be counted as flints.” Both Homer
and Virgil mention it as an indispensable requisite
in a good horse, the latter making it to resound as
it strikes the ground,

% Et solido graviter sonat ungula cornu.”

We are not going here to enter on a long discus-
sion upon the foot, but only to observe, that the
wide hoof and expanded heel of the hunter is not
so essential to the road-horse as many persons sup-
pose. Indeed, the hoof that has been found to
stand severe road-work best, is one rather high at
the heel, and not very wide, provided the pastern
above do not approach too near the perpendicular ;
forming what is called “ an upright pastern,”
which, by the jar the foot receives from it, when it
comes to the ground, is nearly certain to produce
disease. The strong foot, however, of which we
are speaking, is one that requires care, by being
frequently drawn out with the knife, to prevent its
becoming too strong ; and by giving moderate pres-
sure to the frogs, to prevent the heels getting nearer
together than we find them, and they already ap-
proximate to contraction in a foot of this descrip-
tion. The just form of the hoof in front, upon
which mainly depends its form underneath, is said
by Clarke to be at an elevation from the ground of
thirty-three degrees,*® and we are inclined to think,

* White says forty-five.
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that a much greater elevation than this would ap-
proach too near the perpendicular, for any kind of
foot. As the inner heel or quarter has more weight
thrown upon it than the outer, it is the principal
seat of corns and sandcracks, for which reason
great care should be taken that an even bearing to
the whole of the crust be given by the smith to the
foot of the hackney, previously to his setting on
the shoe, the inner heel being given to wear away
more than the outer on that account.

In the action of the hackney consists his chief
merit. It should be smooth, and with not too long
a step, or stride, or he will tire. He should also
go straight on his legs, as the term is ; for although
horses that dish their legs may be, and commonly
are, safe goers, yet they are disagreeable to ride in
wet roads, as they cover the rider with mud. As
we have already observed, the action of a hackney
should not be high, as that tends to fatigue the
rider and destroy himself ; and if he puts his foot
well down on the ground, he will never fall, by
reason of his action being low, and he will last the
longer for its being low.

The paces of the hackney are in a great measure
dependent on the will of his owner. The walk and
the canter are most essential to what may be called
the pleasure hackney; but, for general purposes,
the trot is the most useful and available pace in a
roadster, and one in which he will continue longer,
according to the rate he is going at, than in the
canter. There are instances, however, and here is
. perfection in a hackney, of horses with very oblique



124 THE HACKNEY.

shoulders, and excellent hinder-legs, being able to
carry their riders in a canter, over every variation
of road, downhill, as well as uphill, without offering
to break into a trot, for a great distance of ground ;
and, although not appearing to go more than at
the rate of nine miles in the hour, are really going
twelve. This is the result of the perfection of the
points to which we have alluded, and can never be
looked for in horses of a contrary make, whose
shoulders are short and stiff, and their hinder-legs
straight. Above all things, what is called ** fight-
ing action” in a hackney should be avoided ; neither
ought the fore-leg to be thrown out with a dart, as
it is always attended with a dwelling, or temporary
suspension of the foot, previously to its reaching
the ground.

Most horses have some peculiarities about them,
if not absolute ‘tricks,” as vicious practices in
horses are designated. Starting has already been
noticed ; but plunging is still more dangerous, as
in that case a horse seldom stops until he have
unseated his rider, at least made many attempts
to do so, or thrown himself upon the ground. This
latter trick often proceeds, not from sheer vice, but
from a sense of pain in the horse, from being too
tightly girthed ; or from the (to him) very unplea-
sant sensation of a cold saddle, with a weight upon
it, being pressed to his back; and having once
taken a dislike to it, he is very apt to continue it.
Against each of these evils, it is in our power to
provide. Against the first, by not girthing the
horse tightly, for the doing of which there is no
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good reason; and against the second, by having
the saddle put on an hour before the horse is
wanted, in which time it will become warm, and
not disagreeable to the skin of his back, which, in
some horses, we know to be extremely susceptible.
It is upon this principle that the collars are left
day and night upon such road coach-horses as are
given to ¢ jib™ at starting, the consequence of ten-
der shoulders. But there is one failing to which
hackneys are subject, not proceeding from vice,
but still attended with danger, as it is often the
cause of their falling; and we will endeavour to
exhibit this failing. We need scarcely insist upon
a good mouth, with neck and head in good place,
in the best description of road-horse ; nevertheless,
if he will not suffer his rider to avail himself of
those advantages, they are useless to him. Such,
however, is the case when a hackney, as he is going
along in his fast paces, throws his head backwards,
which he has always the power to do, his rider
being unable to prevent him. Twofold danger
attends this fault. First, when in the act of doing
it, he sees not where he places his feet ; secondly,
his rider loses his mouth for the moment, and in
that moment he may fall. Independently of this,
it gives the rider the idea that the horse is becom-
ing fatigued ; and, doubtless, it is an indication to
that effect. Our idea, then, of a perfect hackney
to carry a gentleman is this: A well-bred, short-
legged, lengthy horse, with very good legs and feet,
not under fourteen nor above fifteen hands high,
that will walk four miles in the hour, trot eleven
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or twelve, and, if wanted, will go fifteen in that
time in a canter or hand-gallop, without once throw-
ing up his head, or requiring to be pulled up. We
are, of course, supposing him to be in good condi-
tion, and in strong work, or it would not be fair to
exact so much from him. But it is only in cases
of necessity that any horse should be made to per-
form the latter task ; for we are averse to trespass-
ing unnecessarily upon the powers and capabilities
of 8o noble an animal. On the contrary, we recom-
mend every indulgence that can be granted to him
on a journey, and especially in hot weather. At
all times, indeed, it is our interest to do so; but,
in very hot weather, a few sips of soft water, often
given, keep off fever, and replenish the loss he sus-
tains by exhaustion from excessive perspiration.
One word more respecting action. We are no
advocates for very fast trotting. It forces the ani-
mal to the very extent of his powers, which, of
course, wears him out ; it indaces his owner either
to be constantly displaying these powers in private,
or matching him against time in public. Add to
this, fast trotting is not a gentlemanlike pace ; that
is, it has not a gentlemanlike appearance, neither
is it agreeable to the rider. This is apparent at
first sight, when we follow two horsemen on a road,
one on a fast trotter, and the other on a good can-
terer; although going at the same rate, the can-
tering horse and his rider are both much more at
their ease. With the ancient Romans, indeed, a
trotting horse was called a tormenter. Neverthe-
less, we admit that fast trotting is a proof of action
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in excess, but of a peculiar nature, and is, perhaps,
more than any other, transmitted from sire to son,
as the produce of the various Norfolk and Ameri-
can trotters have shown. The amble is a pace
very little known in England, although very gene-
ral on the Continent, where the act of rising in the
stirrups by the horseman in the trot is not prac-
tised. We wonder, however, that horses are not
oftener broken to this pace than they are, for
the use of women, or of men unequal to fatigue.
Although the amble is not allowed to be a pace in
the manége, the walk, trot, and gallop being all,
it is said to be the first pace of the horse when
a foal, but when he has strength to trot, he quits
it. Another peculiarity attends it. A horse, we
know, can be put from a trot to a gallop without
stopping, but he cannot be forced from an amble
to a gallop without a halt.

Tre Pack-Horse.—This description of horse is
not now in use. His capabilities were prodigious
in carrying weight, but were abused by being tres-
passed upon. When crossed with the heavy cart-
horse, a most useful breed for draught was pro-
duced, as also what was called the farmer’s hack-
ney—that is, a sturdy animal between the cart-
horse and the hackney, useful for all purposes of
agriculture, as well as for carrying his owner, and
always ready to give help, upon a pinch, either in
the plough, the harrow, or the harvest-cart.

Tug Co.—The word cob is one of new mintage
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in the sporting world, signifying a powerful, short-
legged horse, about fourteen hands high, without
any pretensions to blood, but able to carry a great
weight, at a certain pace, on the road. He is
generally the produce of a light, active cart-mare,
and either a thorough-bred or half-bred stallion ;
and, failing to grow in height, often increases in
lateral growth to substance equal to that of the old
pack, or miller’s horse, of former days. When
gifted with action, combined with good shape and
appearance, this description of horse is much sought
after in London, as also in the country, and often
sells for a hundred pounds, to carry heavy elderly
gentlemen. The attempt to breed him, however,
is a hazardous one, as, in case of fault in his action
for the saddle, he is not suitable to the coach-horse
market, the present rate of travelling requiring
more lofty as well as higher bred cattle.

Tue GaLrowav.—The term Galloway now ap-
plies to any horse not exceeding fourteen hands in
height, although it originated with a breed peculiar
to a province of Scotland known by that name.
In the early days of English racing, there were
several capital thorough-bred Galloways in train-
ing, at the head of which was the Bald Galloway,
sire of Cartouch, and also of the Carlisle Gelding,
who, as the Stud Book informs us, ¢ was remark-
able for having supported the fatigue of running
as a trial horse in private, and with success in pub-
lic, till the age of eighteen, at which period, after
winning a heat at Sawtry, in Huntingdonshire,
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(1731,) he broke his leg, and died.” The cele-
brated Mixbury Galloway, of the middle of last
century, was only thirteen hands two inches in
height.

Previously to the improved system of coaching,
and the cheapness and expedition of that mode of
travelling, now unfortunately suspended by that
powerful but dangerous agent, steam, the well-bred
Galloway was the favourite hackney of jockies,
graziers, horse-dealers, and cattle jobbers, and in
fact of all light weights who had occasion to travel
long distances on the road, in a short space of
time ; and no description of horse is better adapted .
to the purpose. Some years since, there was a
little entire horse in Devonshire, called Katter-
felto, the sire of many most extraordinary Gallo-
ways, to whose labours on the road, indeed, there
appeared scarcely to be any limit.

Tue Pony.—A horse is called a pony when
under the height of thirteen hands, four inches to
the hand. It is difficult to account for this dimi-
nutive breed, unless we believe it to have been im-
ported from countries farther morth than Great
Britain, which appears probable from the fact of
ponies being found in greater abundance in Scot-
land and Wales than in any other part of the
island ; the effect, no doubt, of climate. In Ire-
land they are very rare.

There is no animal that improves in form and
character so much as the pony does from the effect
of good grooming and high keep. A real Welsh
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mountain pony, in very good condition, especially
if not castrated, is a perfect war-horse in miniature,
uniting almost every good property his species pos-
sesses. As a proof of one essential quality, we
can state upon authority, that the Earl of Oxford
had a mare pony, got by the Clive Arabian, her
dam by the same horse, out of a Welsh mare pony,
which could beat any of his racers four miles at a
feather weight. Ponies, too, have properties which
should attract the notice of the hippopathologist,
among the most prominent of which are the follow-
ing: They are never lame in the feet, or become
roarers. A broken-winded pony is a very rare sight,
and they live to the extreme of old age, if not un-
fairly treated. They are also very little susceptible
of disease, in comparison with other horses; while
their powers of endurance stagger belief. A rare
instance of the latter excellence is furnished by the
pony, Sir Teddy, only twelve hands high, accom-
panying the royal mail from London to Exeter, and
arriving in that city fifty-nine minutes before it
——distance 172 miles, in twenty-three hours and
twenty minutes ! It may scarcely be necessary to
state, that he carried no weight, being led between
two horses all the way ; nevertheless, it was a task
that we think no full-grown horse would have
performed. A correct likeness of this pony wae
painted by the elder Marshall, of Newmarket. In
1784, a Shetland pony, eleven hands and a half
high, carried a rider, weighing five stones, from
Norwich to Yarmouth, and back, forty-four miles,
in three hours and forty-five minutes. As a proof,
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also, of their powers in crossing a country, the fact
may be stated of the late Sir Charles Turner riding
a pony ten miles in forty-seven minutes, and tak-
ing thirty leaps in his course, for a wager of 1000
guineas with the late Duke of Queensberry, then
Earl March. During the drawing of the Irish
lottery, the expresses from Holyhead to London
were chiefly conveyed by ponies, at the rate of
nearly twenty miles in the hour.

The only bad use to which the pony is applied,
is in what is called the ‘ pony chaise,” or phaeton.
The carriage itself is dangerous, by reason of its
extreme lightness and shortness, by which it is so
easily overturned ; and the lowness of the driver’s
seat prevents proper command over the animal
drawing it. It is too often the case, also, that
* the pony™ is a pet, and for that reason pampered
in the stable, and not much worked. On the least
alarm, then, such as any unusual noise, horses gai-
loping past him, or—and there have been too many
fatal instances from this cause—some part of the
fore-carriage touching his hocks in descending a
hill, away he goes, galloping and kicking until he
has rid himself of his load. The safest way of
using ponies in harness, is in pairs, in double har-
ness, with the pole of the carriage raised at the
fatchels, to prevent their kicking over it in their

play. ‘



THE CHARGER.

REQUISITES OF A CHARGER—HEIGHT—COLOUR—THE
TROOP-NHORSE—FORM AND OTHER REQUISITES.

No kind of horse,.no animal, indeed, of any sort,
makes so prominent a figure in history, sacred or
profane, as ‘ the goodly horse of the battle,” or
war-horse. The description of him by Job is ad-
mitted to exceed the powers of human eloquence ;
“and,” a8 M. Rollin says of it, *‘ every word would
bear an explication to display its merits.” The
Guardian (No. 86) has a very ingenious critique
upon it ; and Bochart devotes seventeen pages to
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this, and all the other passages in Scripture in
which the horse is mentioned. Virgil's represen-
tation of him, in his third Georgic, is considered
as the nearest approach to that of the sacred writer ;
and the speech, in the tenth Aneid, of the hero
Mezentius to his favourite charger, when on the
point of sallying forth to avenge the death of his
son, is not exceeded, in the pathetic, by any other
passage in the poem. Homer is blamed for his
too frequent allusions to the horse; but the his-
tory of all wars produces materials for panegyrics
on this noble animal. The far-famed Bucephalus
is said to have preserved the life of Alexander, by
carrying him out of reach of the enemy, although
he had received his mortal wound, and dropped
down dead immediately on his (Alexander’s)
alighting from his back. In the battle which was
to decide the fate of Persia, on the ground upon
which the great Nineveh once stood, the merit of
the victory was chiefly ascribed, by the Byzantine
historians, not to the military conduct, but to the
personal valour of their favourite hero, in which
his horse bore his shave. * On this memorable
day,” says the eloquent Gibbon, * Heraclius, on
his horse Phallas, surpassed the bravest of his war-
riors. His lip was pierced with a spear, the steed
was wounded in the thigh, but he carried his mas-
ter safe and victorious through the triple phalanx
of the barbarians.” How many British soldiers
have owed the preservation of their lives to the
courage and docility of their horses.

The movement of turning being the most diffi-
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cult with the horse, by reason of the inflexible
nature of his back-bone, the one selected for a
charger should have great freedom of action, hav-
ing his hinder-legs well bent under his body, so
that he may be easily thrown upon his haunches ;
also much liberty in his shoulders, and pliancy in
the muscles of the neck ; in which case he will sel-
dom fail in having the proper requisites for his
calling. The position of his hinder-legs, however,
is most particularly insisted upon, because, should
they be straight—that is, not inclining inwards
from the hock, after the form of the ostrich’s leg—
he will, with great difficulty, be made the supple,
short-turning, handy animal that he ought to be,
to render him perfectly available to his rider, at
the head of his regiment, or in the ranks. Per-
haps those horses which were destined to mount
our ancient mnobility, or courteous knights of old,
for feats of chivalry, and gained them the palm in
that field of romantic honour, were more highly
¢ dressed,” as the term is, in the manége, than an
officer’s charger of these days should be ; neverthe-
less, as Colonel Peters observes, in his Treatise on
Equitation, (London, 1835,) * Although it might
spoil a good horse for military purposes, to form
him perfectly after the higher manége principles,
yet he would be equally unfit for that duty, if he
were left in a raw and ignorant state.”

Amongst the ancient Greeks, all horses, as well
a8 all men, were strictly examined before they
were admitted into the cavalry ; and the precedent
cannot be too closely followed. It is well known,
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that in the various campaigns of the last war, seve-
ral British officers lost their lives, in consequence
of being mounted on chargers not equal to their
weight over every description of ground. In one
particular instance, a colonel of a light dragoon
regiment was cut down in retreating, by reason of
his handsome but powerless charger being unable
to gallop with him over a deeply-ploughed field.
At the battle of Waterloo, the ground became
excessively wet and soft, owing to continued rain;
and, in consequence of it, the Duke of Wellington
gave a large price to an officer on his staff for a
fine, powerful mare, which had been purchased out
of an English fox-hunting stud. In fact, the sort
of horse best fitted for an officer’s charger, is one
which possesses most of the essential qualifications,
as well as accomplishments, of a hunter, as his
rider, when on service, knows not how soon they
may be called for. He should, however, be of airy
form, with light action, and well-bred, or he will
not look in character with the smart costume of
his rider ; but to his appearance there must not be
sacrificed those essential points, substance and
strength, which will enable him to struggle through
difficulties, in which a weaker, though more highly-
bred animal might sink. But a trifling deviation
in form in the charger, from the points insisted
upon in the hunter, may be admitted. For ex-
ample, the shortness of leg—that is, in the cannon
or shank-bone—is not exactly desirable in the
charger, as his action is required to be of a grander
and more showy appearance than we wish to see in
the hunter. A moderate length of leg, then, is
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favourable to such action, and gives lightness, as '
well as gracefulness, to his movements.

We cannot imagine any brute animal more likely
to insure the gratitude of man than the horse which
has borne him in safety throughout even a single
campaign; and it is not to be wondered at its
having been made a subject for rebuke to Cato,
that he left his charger in Spain, to avoid the ex-
pense of bringing him home ; or that it should be
recorded in praise of Andromache, that she fed the
horses of Hector with her own hand. A case pa-
rallel with the first, we would not produce if we
could ; but without having recourse to history be-
yond the period of our own time, we may set forth
a flattering resemblance to the second. The late
Duchess of Wellington, during her Grace’s resi-
dence at Strathfieldsaye, in Hampshire, seldom
omitted, for a day, feeding, with her own hands,
the favourite charger of her gallant husband.

The height of a charger should not exceed fifteen
hands and a half, horses of that size being more
‘easily set upon their haunches, and also made to
turn more readily than taller ones. His colour
must depend upon circumstances ; but next to the
silver grey, which best displays his trappings, and
which, we may presume, was the colour of the cele-
brated Phallas (the Greeks called a grey horse
gadrg,) bay, black, and chestnut, are the best.

Tue Troor-Horse.—A change for the worse has
taken place in this description of horse, in several
British light dragoon regiments, the effect of which
was apparent in the late war. It originated in a
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wish to imitate the style and character of the Hus-
sar, without taking into consideration the fact, that
that description of cavalry was intended more for
out-parties and skirmishing, than for coming in
contact with the body of an enemy ; and that, con-
sequently, the slender sort of horse on which the
English light dragoon has of late been mounted,
has not been found efficient, under the immense
weight he carries when in marching order, or even
in battle, which averages at least sixteen stones.
The heavy dragoon horse is, indeed, very little
more powerful now than that of the light dragoon
was, thirty or forty years back.

The horse best calculated for a light dragoon
trooper, is something between the modern coach-
horse and the hackney ; upon short legs, with good
bone, and with much substance in the body. His
back should be moderately short, and well ribbed
up, his barrel round and large, to allow plenty of
room for food, as he is often a long time without it ;
and hardiness of constitution is a very material
point in a soldier’s horse. When we look at dra-
goon regiments, however, the heavy regiments in
particular, our surprise is excited at the fine ap-
pearance the horses make, contrasting it with the
price allowed by government for the purchase of
them. It is true they are generally purchased
when young, many of those for the household troops,
at three years old ; and their good keep, upon hard
food of the best quality, forces them into shape,
and makes them what we see them.

M
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THE COACH-HORSE.

CHANGE IN THE FORM AND APPEARANCE OF THE COACH-
HORSE DURING THE LAST HALF CENTURY—PERFECT
SYMMETRY NOT ESSENTIAL——COLOUR-—CONSIDERA-~
TIONS IN PURCHASING A ROAD COACH-HORSE—POWERS
OF DRAUGHT AT VARIOUS RATES OF BPEED—ACCI-
DENTS AND DISEASES.

Ir it cannot be absolutely asserted that the first
use of the horse was in harness, it is quite certain
that the chariot-horse was held in high estimation
in very early times, and is alluded to by poets and
historians of all nations and in all languages. Ho-
mer says that Diomed, an Asiatic prince, had ten
chariots, with a particular sort of horses for each ;
and he also makes Nestor, at the funeral games of
Patroclus, harness the horses for his son with his
own hands; and, by his skill in directing him in
the race, he wins it. But the Grecian bard goes
still further into minutim. He even represents
Menelaus, on the same occasion, using (Ethe, one
of the horses of Agamemnon, with one of his
own ; and Priam is found harnessing his favourite
steeds to the car, in which he returns, with the
dead body of his father, from Achilles’s camp, on



MODERN FORM. 139

the plains of Troy. It would be endless to turn to
other writers, to show the estimation in which the
chariot-horse has been held.

In its present acceptation, the term  coach-
horse™ includes two varieties ; namely, the horse
that draws the gentleman’s carriage, and the one
that is employed in those public conveyances, called
‘ gtage-coaches.” As regards the former animals,
we believe a similar alteration has taken place in
the form, appearance, and breeding of them, as has
been seen in the English hunter, within the last
half century. The Flanders mares, so highly es-
teemed, and seen only in the carriages of families
of distinction; the well buckled up, long-tailed
blacks and roans, have all disappeared, and we
find, in their stead, the sort of horse nearly ap-
proaching to the one which was formerly con-
sidered quite well-bred enough for the chase.
But the fact is, such is the present. rage for
rapid travelling, both in private and public car-
riages, that nothing but well-bred horses have a
chance to stand what is called harness-work on our
roads. Those used also for ¢ town-work,” as the
term is, are of a superior description, amongst
which hundreds of good hunters might be selected ;
but such have been the high prices given for them
by the dealers, at an age which would not admit of
their being tried in the field, they have found their
way into harness, and, when once there, they re-
main in it.

The form, however, of what may be termed a
splendid town coach-horse, need not be, by any
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means, perfect ; and were a judge to examine mi-
nutely the points of vast numbers of those hand-
some horses seen in the carriages in London, or
other large towns, he would find them very defi-
cient in several points, essential to any purpose but
harness, in shoulders and hinder-legs especially.
But it is fortunate for breeders of horses, that it
does not require true symmetry and action to form
a grand coach-horse. His false points are, for the
most part, concealed by his trappings, and his high
state of flesh and condition ; and if he be any thing
near the following form, he will make an excellent
appearance in harness. His head is not so mate-
rial, as the bridle covers so much of it ; but his
neck should rise well out of his shoulders, as the
higher he carries his head the better, provided the
form of his neck admits of its being drawn inward
by the bearing rein, when only moderately tight,
in which case he will be easily acted upon by the
driving rein. The back of the coach-horse is a
material point, as, without an easy slope behind
the withers, his fore-hand will not appear grand,
nor will the pad of his harness sit well upon him.
His hinder quarters should be straight and blood-
like ; his gaskins well spread ; and his tail should
be set on, high. His action should not be too short
for town-work, but the knee should be thrown well
up in the trot, to give him a grand appearance.
This peculiar action, the result of strong flexor ten-
dons, suited nearly to this purpose only, is observ-
able in colthood, but is increased afterwards by the
horse heing thrown more upon his haunches by the
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bit ; and the act of ilrawing is not unfavourable to
it. Light work in harness, indeed, is favourable
to all action, that of galloping excepted.

The county of York may be called the modern
Epirus, as in that and Lincolnshire are the greater
part of the London coach-horses bred. The most -
usual cross is between the thorough-bred horse and
the Cleveland-bay mare ; but the appearance of too
many of them incline us to believe, that, losing
sight of their own interest, breeders have recourse,
oftener than they should, to the half-bred horse, as
well as to the half-bred mare. This, added to the
rich grass land they are bred upon, accounts for
the coarse, ill-placed shoulders, and flat, fleshy feet
that so many of the London coach-horses exhibit.
For road-work, in noblemen and gentlemen’s car-
riages, horses cannot be too nearly of full blood.
provided they have strength equal to their work.
Here, as over a country, ** it is the pace that kills ;”
and as, in considerable velocity, the power of a
horse is nearly exhaunsted in moving his own body,
he needs every advantage we can give him.

The colour of the gentleman’s coach-horse is, for
the most part, bay ; but by far the most imposing
in harness is the silver-grey, with black mane and
tail, and at the present time it is very fashionable,
as well as the iron-grey, for town work. This
colour was held sacred by the ancients; and Ca-
millus is said to have given great offence to the
Romans by being drawn through Rome, in his
triumph, by four grey horses, no general having
before ventured to do so. Grey coach-horses, how-
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ever, require the nicest grooming, and the best ap-
pointed harness, otherwise all the good effect is lost.
The piebald looks conspicuous, and commands a
high price, as no doubt he always did. Virgil was
partial to the piebald, or party-coloured breed, and
mounts young Priam upon one of them in the fifth,
and Turrus in the ninth, Aneid, both Thracian
horses.

The stage coach-horse has undergone a still
greater change in the last half century, and parti-
cularly the last twenty years. In fact, his physi-
cal condition may now be said to be better than
that of the man who lives by the sweat of his brow,
for he works but one hour in twenty-four, whereas
the man works twelve. The coach-horse also lives
on the best fare, which cannot be said of the labour-
ing man. As all kinds of horses of a light descrip-
tion find their way into coaches, it is useless to
attempt to fix a standard by which they should be
measured, as to height, length, width, or strength.
But as all horses draw by their weight, and not by
the force of their muscles, which could not act
against a load for any length of time, the object of
the breeder or purchaser of the road coach-horse
should be, to have as much power in as small a
compass as may be possible, combined with good
action. Substance is a sine gua non on roads that
are heavy or hilly ; for, as before observed, it is the
weight of the animal which produces the draught,
whilst the play and force of its muscles serve to
continue it.

There are, however, a few points very necessary
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to be observed in the purchase of the road coach-
horse. As in drawing, the force applied proceeds
from the fulerum formed by the hinder-feet, well
spread gaskins and thighs form a main excellence.
His fore-legs also should be good to make him a
safe wheel-horse, nor can he throw his whole weight
into his collar, unless he be sound in his feet. But
alas, how many are thus deprived of their natural
powers, by being worked upon unsound feet, and
expected to exert themselves to the utmost.

There is no truth so easily proved, or so pain-
fully felt by the post-master, at least in his pocket,
as that, it s the pace that kills. A horse at a dead
pull, or at the beginning of his pull, is enabled, by
the force of his muscles, to throw a certain weight
into the collar. If he walk four miles in the hour,
some part of that muscular energy must be expend-
ed in the act of walking; and, consequently, the
power of drawing must be proportionally dimi-
nished. If he trot eight miles in the hour, more
animal power is expended in the trot, and less re-
mains for the draught; but the draught continues
the same, and, to enable him to accomplish his
work, he must tax his energies to a degree that is
cruel in itself, and that must speedily wear him
out.

Let it be supposed—what all cannot accomplish
—that a horse shall be able, by fair exertion and
without distress, to-throw, at a dead pull, a weight
into his collar, or exert a force equal to 216 lbs. ;
or, in other words, let him be able to draw a load
which requires a force of 216 lbs. to move. Let him
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next walk at the rate of four miles in an hour:
what force will he then be able to employ? We
have taken away some to assist him in walking,
and we have left him only 96 lbs., being not half of
that which he could exert when he began his pull.
He shall quicken his pace to six miles an hour,
and more energy must be exerted to carry him over
this additional ground. How much has he remain-
ing to apply to the weight behind him ? 54 Ibs. only.
We will make the six miles an hour ten; for it
seems now to be the fashion for the fast coach, and
for almost every coach, and every vehicle, to at-
tempt this pace. How stands the account with the
poor beast ¢ We have left him a power equal to
32 lbs. only to be employed for the purpose of
draught.

The load which a horse can draw is about fifteen
times greater than the power exerted, supposing
the road to be hard and level, and the carriage to
run with little friction; and the horse which, at
starting, can throw into the collar a weight or force
equal to 216 Ibs., will draw a load of 3200. Let
him, however, be urged on at the rate of ten miles
in the hour; deduct the power used in swiftness of
pace from the sum-total of that which he possesses,
and what remains ¢ not a sixth part, not that which
is equal to a quarter of a ton, or, if it be a stage-
coach, the energy exerted in draught by the four
horses will not be equal to a ton.

The coach, and its passengers, and its luggage,
weigh more than this, and the whole is still drawn
on, and must be so. Whence comes the power !
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from the overstrained exertion, the injury, the tor-
tare, the destruction of the horse. That which is
true of the coach-horse, is equally true of every
other. Let each reader apply it to his own animal,
and act as humanity and interest dictate.

It would be in vain to attempt any standard for
road coach-horses. They must be picked up where
they can be found, and, if possessed of action, the
rest must be left to chance. A good constitution
is desirable, for many die in the * seasoning,” as it
is called, on the road; and a young green horse
cuts a poor figure in a fast coach. Coach-masters
are too much given to purchase infirm horses, by
which they incur loss, for, if quite sound, it is as
much as can be expected that they remain so for
any moderate length of time; and we believe the
average duration of horses in fast work is not more
than four years, if purchased sound. Unsound
horses, then, cannot be supposed to last nearly so
long, independently of the cruelty of driving them.
The most likely horse, however, to stand sound,
and do his work well in a fast coach, is one, that,
with sufficient strength, and a good set of limbs,
has action sufficiently speedy to admit of his keep-
ing time without going at the top of his pace.
When this is the case, he runs his stage, from end
to end, within himself, and is as good at the last
as he was at the first ; but when he cannot com-
mand the pace, he soon becomes distressed, and is
weak at the end of his stage. This accounts for
sundry accidents having occurred by wheel-horses
being unable to hold back a loaded coach down hill,

N
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at the end of the stage, although they would have
been more than equal to it at the beginning of it.
In fact, many coach-horses are very good for eight
miles, but very bad for ten, so nicely are their
powers measured in harness. Above all things, we
recommend good legs and feet in working horses,
if they are to-be had; and an extra price is well
. laid out in procuring them. Whether they are
strong in their harness, in very fast work, cannot
be discovered until they are tried; but well bred
ones, having substance, are most likely to prove so.
Dr. Johnson, in his Rasselas, makes the Artist
of the Happy Valley tell the prince, he had long
been of opinion that, instead of the tardy convey-
ances of ships and chariots, man might use the
swifter migration of wings. There appears some-
thing prophetic here, when we read of the contem-
plated transmission, byall-powerful steam, of a man’s
person from London to Liverpool in two hours, which
would be at a rate that the very * wings of the
winds™ never yet equalled. But surely our coaches
travel sufficiently fast, and we should be sorry to
see their speed increased beyond what it now is, in
consideration for the sufferings of the horses em-
ployed in them. Were they not always running
home (for each end of the stage is their home,)
coach-horses would not perform their tasks so well
as they now perform them ; and it is owing to that
circumstance that the accidents in fast coaches are
not so numerous as might be expected, night work,
and many other things being taken into account.
Coach-horses are subject to many accidents,
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and some diseases nearly peculiar to themselves.
Amongst the former is the fracture of a leg, or the
coffin-bone of the foot, occasioned generally, it is
supposed, by treading on a stone, or any other un-
even surface, when the limb is strained in draught.
It, however, sometimes happens when the horse is
trotting along on very fair ground, and in such
cases the accident is rather difficult to account for.
In very heavy draught, when the foot is much
overcharged with the weight and pressure of the
body, a fracture will sometimes take place at the
first step the horse takes. Perhaps these accidents
may be independent of what is called shape and
make, but coach proprietors would do well to pur-
chase their horses with good legs and feet, and then
they are less liable to these accidents, and, with
good care and good shoeing, may last many years
in very quick work.

The diseases peculiar to coach-horses are, the
megrims, and the lick. The former attacks the
head, and is caused by irregular motion of the fluids
within the vessels of the brain, stopping, for a time,
all voluntary motion. The horse in consequence
staggers and falls, if not immediately pulled up,
and that does not always prevent him. This
species of vertigo is generally produced by the
effect of a hot sun, especially if the horse be run-
ning in the face of it, for which reason horses sub-
ject to megrims are generally worked at night. In
fact, many coach-horses, thick-winded oncs espe-
cially, are good horses by night, although they
cannot keep their time by day, in the summer.
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Blind horses also do not like sun, but ¢ as healthy
as a blind horse in the winter” is a proverb.

The lick can scarcely be called a disease, but it
greatly injures the condition and appearance of
coach-horses. When under its influence, they are
almost constantly, when not feeding, licking each
other’s skins, or else the rack or manger. It pro-
ceeds from a heated state of the stomach, from the
excitement of high food, and almost daily profuse
sweating, and is invariably removed by alterative
medicines or physie.

A great mistake is made by too many coach-
masters in being under instead of orer horsed for
their ground. Instead of keeping five horses to
work a certain length of ground, and feeding them
very high to perform it, it would answer them bet-
ter to keep six horses on the same allowance of corn
that the five horses are eating. The stock would
last longer, and the money they cost be ¢ kept to-
gether,” as the term is, longer, by such means.
Each horse would then rest two days out of six,
when they were all fit for work, which would keep
him very fresh in condition; and there would
always be one spare horse left, in case of any of the
six wanting physic or rest. It is the almost every-
day excitement that breaks down the constitution
of coach-horses. At all events, there should be a
horse to a mile, to work a coach both sides of the
ground—i. e. up and down the road on the same
day.

£
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THE GIG-HORSE.

PROGRESSIVE IMPROVEMENT IN TWO-WHEELED CAR-
RIAGES8—CHOICE OF A GIG-HORSE—ACCIDENTS.

A rew years back, a country parson and his
wife, or a wealthy old farmer, were the only per-
sons seen in England in two-wheeled carriages, then
called Whiskies. They were useful, though far
from ornamental vehicles, having what is termed
‘“ a head™ to protect the inmates from weather,
and, with a very quiet horse, were considered as
nearly equal in security to close four-wheeled car-
riages. In the character and appellations of these
carriages, however, a wonderful alteration has taken
place within the last fifty years, and even royalty
itself has been seen seated in gigs, cabriolets, Stan-
hopes, and Tilburies; the two last taking their
names from the inventors of their peculiar forms.
The build of these two-wheeled carriages has reached
the very summit of perfection, not only as regards
their firmness but their elegance ; and it is scarcely
necessary to add, that the horses driven in them,
a8 likewise their harness, have eqﬁally altered their
character. From two to three hundred guineas
(and, in one instance, seven hundred guineas were
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paid) have been no uncommon prices given for gig
and cabriolet horses; and for gentlemen’s work
generally we might put sixty as the average of the
last forty years.

The choice of a gig-horse (for we confine our-
selves to that term) must be regulated by local
circumstances. If for London streets, his action
should be rather lofty or  grand,” as the term is,
than fast ; that is to say, he should step with his
knee much elevated, which of course is unfavourable
to speed. His appearance also should be of the
first order of his species, not under fifteen hands
two inches in height ; and if of a fancy colour, the
more money will he fetch in the market. He must
be well bitted, carrying his head high, and very
quick in getting into his trot, or * upon his legs,”
as coachmen say, to enable his driver to make his
way in crowded streets. We should also add, that
this quickness in his motions should be accompanied
by perfectly good temper, and freedom from all
vice ; in which case he is always worth one hundred
guineas, or more, if in the prime of life and sound.

For the country a different sort of gig-horse is
required. In drawing a gig on a soft or newly-
gravelled road, the resistance is much the same as
a continual hill; and therefore a horse with a
quick, short step, is best calculated for the road,
as such action fatigues less than that which we
have recommended for London. For all purposes,
however, a horse in single harness, to be safe, should
be well up before ; that is to say, he should go with
his fore-quarters high up, and not heavy in hand
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—or * on his shoulders,” as the term is. In this
case, if he have well-placed shoulders, good legs,
and sound feet, free from corns and thrushes ; good
natural courage to induce him to ‘ run up to his
bit,” and a good mouth, there will be very little
danger of his falling down in a gig ; but accidents
from vice must depend upon other circumstances.
These accidents, however, are often the result not
of real vice, or even of ill-temper, but of want of
knowledge in his owner of putting him properly
into his harness, as well as of driving him after-
wards.

Innumerable accidents to horses in gigs arise
from some part of the harness pinching him, parti-
cularly about his withers or back, when he will en-
deavour to kick himself out of it, to rid himself of
the torment. Indeed we have more than once seen
a road coach-horse, in regular work, set a-kicking
merely from a twisted trace, rubbing edgeways
against the outside of his thigh.

We consider mares objectionable in single har-
ness, for reasons which are obvious; and few of
them are to be trusted at certain periods of the
year, particularly in the case of a rein getting under
the tail. When driven, the precaution of the safety
rein should not be omitted. We are also of opinion
that numerous accidents from gigs would be pre-
vented, if horses intended for them were to be
broken in to them, in bridles without winkers, as a
great portion of the horses on the Continent are
driven. The not knowing what they have behind
them is a natural cause of alarm, and would by
this means be obviated.
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THE POST-HORSE.

ANTIQUITY OF POSTING—IMPROVED CHARACTER AND
APPEARANCE OF THE POST-HORSE—FORM.

Tri1s description of horse is one of the most use-
ful we have, and is of very ancient date. He is
spoken of by Xenophon, in allusion to the posts
instituted by the first Cyrus, and as the most ex-
peditious method of travelling by land ; although,
perhaps, he was chiefly made use of to forward
public despatches. Augustus was the first to in-
troduce post-houses, and consequently post-horses
and post-chaises, amongst the Romans, disposed at
convenient distances, but these were chiefly for the
purpose of political intelligence. Then, in a letter
from Pliny to Trajan, we find him informing the
emperor of his having granted a courier a warrant
to make use of the public posts, as he wished him
to be quickly in possession of some important facts,
communicated to him by the King of Sardinia;
and he subsequently apologizes to his royal master
for having ventured, on his own responsibility, to
grant an order for his wife to be forwarded by post-
chaises, on occasion of a domestic affliction. His
letter produced a kind answer from the emperor,
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approving, in this peculiar instance, of the use of the
warrants which he had intrusted to his care.

A most material and agreeable change has taken
place in the character and appearance of this class
of horse, who may truly be said to have marched
with the times. Up to the end of the last century
the post-horse was, except in a few instances, an
object of commiseration with travellers. With
galled sides and sore shoulders, and scarcely a
sound limb, he would not go without the lash or
spur, whereas he now comes out of his stable in
high condition, and runs his ten miles’ stage in an
hour, with a carriage of the average weight, and
twelve, if required, with a light one. He is also
seen to perform either of these tasks without being
distressed, unless in immoderately hot weather,
when humane persons would check his speed. Mon-
taigne says, ¢ there is a certain general claim of
kindness and benevolence which every creature has
a right to from man,” a sentiment in which we
heartily concur; for although man may be consi-
dered as the delegate of Heaven over inferior ani-
mals, he has no right to go to the very extremity
of his authority. It is, however, much to be feared,
that a thoughtless indifference to the sufferings of
the post-horse is too frequently to be laid to tra-
vellers in our own country, who, without any suffi-
cient reason, urge him to a rate of speed which
cannot be unattended with suffering.

The form of the post-horse should resemble that
of the hunter which is generally ridden in the
deep and close hunting countries of Great Britain ;
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that is, with as much blood as can be got, in con-
junction with good bone and strength. The riding
horse of the pair must have sound legs and feet ;
but if a little the worse for wear, an old hunter
makes an excellent hand-horse, and innkeepers ge-
nerally avail themselves of the saving occasioned
by putting horses of a less price in that place than
the one which carries the driver. Notwithstanding
this, the average purchase money of a useful pair
of post-horses cannot be estimated at less than
from £40 to £60. On the subject of the pur-
chase of post-horses, the writer can relate an amus-
ing anecdote, exemplifying the truth of the old
saw of «“ Ne sutor ultra crepidam.” He was pre-
sent when a friend sold a hunter in Leicestershire
for seven hundred guineas. In half an hour after-
wards, he, by way of a joke, offered him to an inn-
keeper in the same county—who prided himself on
his judgment in purchasing post-horses—for the
sum of forty pounds, whick ke refused to give.



THE CART-HORSE.

THE HEAVY BLACK CART-HORSE—ADVANTAGES OF THE
LIGHTER BREEDS—HORSES OF NORMANDY AND PIC-
ARDY.

Errors detected by experience are allowed to be
equal to demonstration ; but this truism is not ad-
mitted by a vast majority of English farmers, who
persevere in the use of the heavy black horse for
agricultural purposes, for which, solely, he is by no
means fitted, from the slowness of his step (inde-
pendently of his weight,) unless very highly fed.
As long, however, as the ponderous vehicles made
use of in London and elsewhere, for the transmis-
sion ‘of heavy goods, are persevered in, this equally
ponderous animal may be necessary ; but it is cer-
tain that lighter horses, in lighter vehicles, would
do the business better, that is, more speedily, and
at less cost. Notwithstanding the objections to
him, the heavy black cart-horse, of the best descrip-
tion, pays well for rearing ; for being always sale-
able at two years old, a certain profit is insured,
as, for the first year, the expense of keeping him
is trifling. If on a large scale, and promising to be
fit for the London market, or the best-conducted
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road waggons, he commands a price that leaves a
handsome surplus to the breeder.

The chief desiderata in the cart-horse are sub-
stance and action. If possessed of the latter, his
shoulders and fore-quarters can scarcely be too
coarse and heavy; for drawing being an effort of
the animal to preserve himself from the tendency
which his weight gives him to the centre of gravity
when he inclines forward, so the more weighty he
is before, and the nearer he approximates this centre,
the more advantageously will he apply his powers.
Notwithstanding this, we are not advocates of heavy
horses for farmer’s work, much less on the road.
The lighter horse gets over in eight hours what
would take the heavy one ten; and the great im-
provement in the present mode of culture, and the
implements used for agricultural purposes, do not
require more weight or strength than what the Suf-
folk, Clydesdale, Cleveland-bay, and other lighter
breeds, are masters of. Besides, there are periods
of the year when despatch of business is of great
moment to the farmer, which he cannot command
in those mountains of horse-flesh which we see
labouring in most of the finest districts in England,
tiring themselves by their own weight.

Travellers on the Continent, occupying land in
England, should carry in their eye the form and
action of the horses which draw the public car-
riages, particularly those bred in Normandy and
Picardy, in France. The prevailing colour is ¢ron
roan, and their nature appears to sympathise with
that colour; for, speaking figuratively, they are as
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hard as iron itself. It is not unusual to find five
or gix of them drawing those cumbrous diligences,
weighing perhaps six or seven tons, a twenty-mile
stage, at the rate of six miles an hour, preserving
their condition to the highest pitch; and this with
hay and corn very inferior in quality to that grown
in England. To keep up the condition of the Eng-
lish black cart-horse, requires him to consume nearly
as much as his labour is worth ; and unless he lives
well, he is only half alive, which his sluggish action
denotes. In fact, his chief fault lies in his having
too great a body, and too little spirit, consequently
he exhausts himself in the mere act of carrying
that body. The nimbleness of the smaller kinds
of cart-horses to which we have alluded, is owing
to their moderate size; and their immense powers
in lifting weight (with the Suffolk-punch, and
Clydesdale breeds, in particular) to the same cause,
combined with the low position of the shoulder,
which occasions weight to be acted upon in a just
and horizontal direction. The Welsh cart-horses,
especially those in use in the counties of Denbigh,
Merionith, and Montgomery, are eminentlyadapted
toall agricultural purposes, combiningmuch strength
with a great share of activity ; and the general
criteria of wide breast, with low shoulders, good
carcass, and small head, indicate their being good
workers, with hardihood of constitution. Their
height is about fifteen hands two inches ; and their
colour black or brown.



THE IRISH HORSE.

THE IRISH HACKNEY—THE IRISH HUNTER—HIS PECU-
LIAR MODE OF LEAPING—THE IRISH RACE-HORSE.

Tue Irish hackney may be reckoned amongst the
indigenz of his country, a sui generis animal, not
mixed, as the English hackney is, with the black
cart-horse, originally brought from Flanders, of
which sort Ireland has none. He is remarkable
for the general soundness of his feet, which are
~¢=-=---r in the heels than those of English horses,
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and he stands his work well, if not too much abused
in his youth. Almost all Irish horses coming
under this description have been broken in to the
plough and the car, so they, for the most part, go
in harness; but the worst fault they have is not
having been properly broken in, and bitted, which
is the cause of many of them being restive.

The Irish hunter is a very different animal from
what he was half a century back. He was always
celebrated for leaping, but until lately the want of
breeding rendered him nearly useless as a hunter,
in the countries which require speed, as well as the
accomplishment of leaping. At the present time,
numbers of excellent well-bred Irish hunters are
annually imported into England, and being found
to answer well, fetch good prices. This is the re-
sult of horse-breeders in Ireland seeing the necee-
sity of putting their hunting mares to thorough-
bred stallions, and not, as before, to the slow, great-
Jjumping hunter, no matter how low his breed. The
improved cross, being again put to the thorough-
bred stallion, of course has produced a still better
kind of animal, and thus are Irish hunters * pro-
gressing™ towards perfection.

The method of leaping of the native Irish horse
is peculiarly suited to some of our English coun-
ties, Cheshire and Lancashire, for example, and
likewise to those inclosed with walls both in Eng-
land and Scotland. To use an expressive Irish
phrase, ¢ they have always a leg to spare,” imply-
ing that they have a ready use of their hinder-legs ;
which is the fact, in tipping or touching walls or
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banks, with one or both, which gives them a fresh
fulerum, from which they can extend their leap, in
case of their finding an unforeseen difficulty or ob-
stacle on the landing side. In the wall counties of
Ireland, indeed, the horses are taught to alight on
their hinder-legs upon the summit of the wall, after
the manner of the dog when he leaps a gate, which,
if the wall be broad and firm, adds to the facility
of the exertion, as also to the safety of the rider.
An Irish horse, performing this feat, cleverly
sketched by Alken, forms an introductory illustra-
tion to the present Chapter. Irish hunters are
generally good brook jumpers, being educated, in-
deed bred, amongst drains ; but field gates, or stiles,
being of rare occurrence in the pastoral districts of
Ireland, they are not to be relied upon as timber
leapers, until they have been initiated into that de-
scription of fence.

Persons who have had experience in Irish hunters
have found them very shy of having a whip, with
a thong to it, made use of by the rider, either for
the purpose of smacking it, or to strike an unruly
hound. This we fear proceeds from unnecessary
severity in the exercise of the whip in breaking,
but which would be obviated if breeders were aware
of the inconvenience it occasions to servants, who
are called upon to ride Irish horses with hounds,
in the capacity of huntsmen or whippers-in. We
have seen a few of these horses nearly useless from
this cause, as servants’ horses ; although well suited
in every other respect, to this peculiar purpose,
from their style of fencing and hardiness.
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The Irish race-horse was formerly far behind the
English, neither is it probable that he will ever be
his equal, from circumstances unnecessary to detail.
Some horses, however, coming under the denomi-
nation of good runners, have been imported from
Ireland within the last twenty years; one, in par-
ticular, called Harkaway, perhaps the best racer of
his year. With nine stones nine pounds on his
back, and the ground soft from rain, he ran two
miles and three-quarters over the Goodwood course
(in 1840,) in three minutes and fifty-six seconds,
winning his race hard held!! It must, however,
be admitted, that horses bred and trained in one
country, and running in another, meet their rivals
under disadvantageous circumstances.
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THE SCOTCH HORSE.

SCOTLAND UNFAVOURABLE TO BREEDING RACERS—THE
CLYDESDALE HORSE.

Like all cold countries, Scotland is unfavourable
to breeding the race-horse in his best form ; and
the only prospect of rearing him to any thing ap-
proaching perfection, is to shelter him with un-
usual care from the weather, when either cold or
wet, and to force him with the highest keep. Scot-
tish-bred hunters, however, are esteemed in the
hunting world as a stout, hardy race, and they,
like the Irish, are now well enough bred to live
with hounds at the present speedy rate at which
those animals run, according to the fashion of the
present day. Of the native Highland pony, it is
unnecessary to say much, its merits being so well
known ; and the Scotch cart-horses are decidedly
the best in Great Britain. The peculiar variety
known as Clydesdale horses, stand first in repute.
Of the origin of this race, various accounts have
been given, but none of them so clear or so well
authenticated, as to merit much notice. They ac-
quired their appellation, not because they are pecu-
liar to Clydesdale, as the same description of horses
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are bred in the other western counties of Scotland,
and over all that tract which lies between the Clyde
and the Forth, but because the principal markets
at which they are sold, namely, Lanark, Carnwath,
Rutherglen, and Glasgow, are situated in that dis-
trict, where they are also preserved in a state of
greater purity than in most other parts. They are
rather larger than the Suffolk-punch, and the neck
is somewhat longer ; their colour is black, brown,
or grey ; all the essential points for heavy draught
are very conspicuously developed ; and they are ex-
tremely docile withal, and excellent at what is
called a dead pull. Some magnificent specimens
of this breed are to be seen in the streets of Glas-
gow, in the service of the merchants and carriers of
that city. We have reason to believe, that, if
tried by a dynamometer, the Clydesdale horse
would exceed any other of his inches and weight in
his powers of draught; and his quick step adds

much to his value.
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TREATMENT OF HORSES.

STABLE MANAGEMENT—CAUSES WHICH HAVE PRODUCED
THE IMPROVEMENT IN TRAINING THE RACE-HORSE—
* SUMMERING” THE HUNTER —BODILY INFIRMITIES
AND DISEASES OF THE HORSE—PHYSIC—TREATMENT
OF THE GRASS-FPED HUNTER—GROOMS8-—STABLES—
PADDOCKS—FOOD— WIND—TREATMENT AFTER HUNT-
ING—TREATMENT OF HORSES' LEGS—THE FOOT.

Humanity and mercy are esteemed the choicest
characteristics of man; and there is hardly a
greater instance of ill-nature, or a more certain
token of a cruel disposition, than the abuse of
dumb animals, especially of those who contribute
to our convenience and pleasures. Judge Hale
beautifully expresses himself on this subject in his
Contemplations :— There is a degree of justice,”
says he, ‘* due from man to the creatures, as from
man to man ; and an excessive use of the creatures’
labour, is an injustice for which he must account.
I have therefore always esteemed it a part of my
duty to be merciful to my beasts.” But we might
as well expect mercy from the hyzna, as compas-
sion for the sufferings of horses in the possession of
a certain portion of the community, who purchase
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thein when nearly worn out, and work them till
nature sinks. We know of no remedy for this;
but it is pleasing to reflect, that, in the better classes
of society, so noble, generous, and useful an animal
as the horse, is now freed from many evils to which
he was formerly subjected. The short-docking of
the cart-horse, the effect of prejudice and ignorance,
it being supposed to add strength to his back, is
very generally discontinued, and he is allowed the
use of a full tail, the only natural defence against
the torment of flies in the summer. Those barba-
rous operations, nicking the tail, and cropping the
ears of pleasure horses, are very seldom had re-
course to in Gireat Britain; neither is firing the
limbs nearly so frequent a remedy as it was, ve-
terinary science having substituted other equally
efficacious, but less painful means. And, though
last, not least, the improved condition, the effect
of better stable management, of all horses employed
in fast work, whether on the race-course, in the
field, or on the road, has very considerably lessened
their sufferings. On this subject we offer the fol-
lowing remarks :—

CONDITION OR STABLE MANAGEMENT OF THE HORSE.
—Nothing has more largely contributed towards
*the celebrity of the horses of Great Dritain than
the superior management of them in the stable, or
what is termed their * condition.” Every species
of horse has experienced the benefit of it, and we
have reason to believe it has attained perfection
under the improved system adapted to each variety
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of the animal. The training of the race-horse is
brought to such a nicety, that his running can be
calculated nearly to a certainty by his work—that
is, by the number of sweats and gallops he has had
before his race ; and the stage-coach and post-horse
now come forth from their stalls in all the pride of
health and spirits, instead of being the pitiable
objects they were, not fifty years back. Not only
the hackney, but the agricultural-horse, has par-
taken of this advantageous addition to natural
powers, and which, if not unnecessarily trespassed
upon, very considerably diminishes the severity of
his daily labour. But the greatest change for the
better has been effected in the physical condition
of the hunter, who now appears at the cover side
in the vigorous state of the race-horse; in a state,
in fact, in which he ought to appear, inasmuch as
he is called upon to go at a racing pace, and yet, if
fairly ridden throughout the chase, he is, by this
means, rendered nearly superior to fatigue. How
all this has been accomplished, we will endeavour
to show ; and at the same time to make it apparent,
that although Nature never presents us with ani-
mals in what we call condition, (a state altogether
artificial,) yet she is ever ready and desirous to
meet the demands of Art, when scientifically and
judiciously made upon her.

The improvement in training the race-horse has
been the result of two distinct causes, each equally
likely to produce the desired effect. First, practi-
cal exgerience, an excellent schoolmaster in such
matters ; and, secondly, both breeders and trainers
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of this animal now look into books, not only read-
ing them, but reflecting upon what they read.
Having been told, on indisputable authority, that
the highly rarified air and arid soil of Arabia pro-
duce muscular power and firmly condensed bone in
the horse, not to be found elsewhere, and that the
antelope, the fleetest animal in the world, is fleeter
there than in any other part of the globe, they
have naturally been led to the conclusion, that the
opposite agents of humid atmosphere and succulent
food have a directly opposite effect ; that, by in-
creasing flesh and humours, they tend in proportion
to diminish muscular firmness, solidity of bone, and,
consequently, elasticity of action, the main-spring
of both speed and endurance; in short, to alter, if
not to destroy, all those points which are so pecu-
liarly characteristic of the animal in which they
themselves are interested. They have at length
found out, that the race-horse should have not an
ounce of unnecessary bulk in his frame; on the
contrary, that he should have as much power as
can possibly be produced in a given space; and
that all this can only be effected here by something
approaching to the means by which it is effected
elsewhere. A knowledge of these facts, then, has
produced a substitute for the natural advantages of
the horse of the Desert, in warm sheds, very small
and dry paddocks, and hard, dry food, for our
racing colts, instead of large paddocks, plentifully
clothed with grass, often of the coarsest descrip-
tion, imperfectly formed sheds, and not more than
half the corn eaten by them at present. As we
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have already observed, a racing-colt may now be
said to be in training, if not from the day on which
he is foaled, from that on which he is weaned ; for
his condition, at least the foundation of it, is from
that period in progress. Again, the early period
of his going into work, compared with what it for-
merly was, but now become so general, has not
been without its effect. It has called forth addi-
tional exercise of the trainer’s professional skill;
for it may easily be imagined, that, bringing very
young horses to the post, in the perfect state of
condition, and full development of muscular power,
in which we now-a-days see them at every race-
meeting in our island, is a very difficult task, and
that it is a still more difficult one to preserve them
in that state, even for a few days. Both constitu-
tion and temper being to be consulted, the very re-
finement of the art is called for; in fact, the trainer
must act upon principle, and very cautiously too,
in his efforts to forestall nature. Inasmuch, how-
-ever, as muscular action produces muscular strength,
the racer of the present day, reared as he is reared,
and consequently in a more condensed form, does
not, with few exceptions, require the very severe
work which it was formerly necessary to give him,
to increase his muscular powers, as well as to rid
him of the bulk of flesh and humours he acquired
in his colthood, under the old system of rearing
him. A sight of our two-year-olds at the starting-
post, is the best demonstration of what is here
stated. They exhibit a development of muscle in
their forced and early maturity almost equal to that
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of the adult horse, and carry eight stones and up-
wards at a racing pace—a weight unheard of upon
so young an animal in former times. How far,
however, this forced maturity and its consequences
—namely, severe work—and the excitement of
high keep, at so tender an age, are favourable to
him or to his produce in after life, is another ques-
tion ; but the use of a system should never be esti-
mated by the abuse of it. If our race-horses are
not, and we believe they are not, so stout in their
running as formerly—that is to say, thirty years
back—the cause may fairly be traced to the great
value of produce stakes and others, which bring
them to the post at so early an age; so much so,
that, in the language of the Turf, a four-year-old
colt of the present day is called ‘ the old horse.”
But a still more material alteration for the bet-
ter has taken place within the last few years in the
stable management and condition of the British
hunter, arising principally from a different treat-
ment of him in the non-hunting months. It had,
from time immemorial, been the usual remark of
the sportsman, on his hunters being turned out of
their stable in the spring, for the supposed necessary
advantage of the “ summer’s run at grass,” that it
was to be lamented that the hunting season was
concluded, as the condition of his stud was so per-
fect. The fact was, that until then, or nearly till
then, they had not been in really good condition
at all; and, how strange soever it may appear to
any one reflecting upon the subject, by the act of
turning them to grass for this * summer’s run,” he
P
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was about to undo all that his groom and himself
had been doing during the nine preceding months,
namely, to destroy the perfect state of condition
which he was at that time lamenting over. Still
more strange, however, is the fact, that although
the evils of this out-of-door system for three months
in the year, to an animal who lived the other nine
in warm stables and well clothed, were hinted at
by Mr. Beckford, in his celebrated Letters upon
Hunting, and abandoned by a few of our first-rate
sportsmen of, and subsequent to, his day, and par-
ticularly about the commencement of the present
century, by the example of the Earl of Sefton,
when he was owner of the Quorndon hounds, in
Leicestershire, still the ruinous system of the three
and generally four months’ run at grass (viz., from
1st of May to the 12th or 20th of August) con-
tinued to be practised until these evils were exposed
in all their appalling deformity, and the advan-
tages of an opposite system made manifest, in a
series of letters by the present writer in the Old
Sporting Magazine, which have since been published
in a separate form, and very widely circulated. We
may also add, that the effect of this exposure has
been nearly a general abandonment of the grazing
system in the studs of all men who mean to ride
near hounds.

Previously to our enumerating the real advan-
tages of the modern system of ‘summering the
hunter,” we will state the imaginary ones of the
old one, and which, as may be supposed, are still
held to be such by those who reluctantly acquiesce
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in any kind of reform. First, the purging by
spring grass is insisted upon. Secondly, a relaxa-
tion of the muscles, and what is called a letting
down of the whole system to its natural state.
Thirdly, the benefit the feet receive from the dews
of the evening, and coming in contact with the
cool earth. Fourthly, the saving of expense.
Fifthly, a kind feeling towards the animal, who,
they say, is entitled to his liberty for a certain
period of the year, and to the free enjoyment of
his natural state. And, lastly, the absolute neces-
sity of rest to the limbs, after the labours of the
preceding season. We will now make our own
comment on each of these presumed facts.

And, first, we admit there is a laxative, and
therefore a cooling, property in early spring grass ;
but as a purgative it is insufficient, which is ad-
mitted by the fact of its having been generally con-
sidered necessary to give two dozes of physic to
hunters previously to their being turned abroad for
the summer (thus administering the antidote, as it
were, before the poison,) and to physic them im-
mediately when taken up. Here, then, is at once
an answer to the first objection to the improved
system of in-door treatment in the summer ; even
supposmg that spring grass could not be given to
a horse in a loose box, whereas it is evident that
it can.

Secondly, the entire letting down of the system,
by a sudden change of food from that which is
highly invigorating to that which is only succulent
and relaxing, is neither called for, nor can it be



172 GENERAL TREATMENT OF HORSES.

wholesome. It is never had recourse to with the
race-horse during his period of inactivity, and why
should it be with the hunter? We would ask the
owner of a horse so treated, how he thinks it would
agree with his own constitution and his digestion,
to be suddenly taken from beef and port-wine to a
purely vegetable diet ; and the analogy holds good.*

Thirdly, a great mistake has prevailed on this
point, the preservation of the feet. A certain de-
gree of moisture is beneficial to the foot of the
horse, a continued exposure to wet most injurious
to it, as the certain cause of thrushes, and in time
total destruction of the frogs. Thus, history in-
forms us that the horses in Hannibal’s army were
rendered unserviceable by travelling many days in
succession in very wet ground. But we have bet-
ter authority here than that of Livy, because it
applies to horses which wore shoes, whereas Han-
nibal’s wore none. Mr. Goodwin, senior, late vete-
rinary surgeon to his Majesty George IV, in his

* In the Veterinarian, No. 59, vol. v., p. 645, we find the Editor
cvinciding with the present writer on this point, in his second re-
view of his Letters on Coundition. ¢ These pithy and valuable ex-
tracts,” says he, “ at the same time that they serve to expoee our
author’s views in reglrd to summering the hunter, demonstrate a
sagacity and experience on the subject, no less worthy of the admira-
tion of the professional man, than of the sportsman himself. The
leading ideration in ing the hunter is to maintain his con-
dition, or rather, we should say, to guard against his losing that
which we know, both by education as medical men, and experience
as sportsmen, once lost, will require much time and pains to be re-
acquired. Change of food is necessarily productive, in the animal
constitution, of alteration of structure; though parts cannot be said
to change their nature under their influence, vet they do become
greatly altered, both in texture and in tone.”
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work .on the Diseases of the Feet, has the follow-
ing passage, in allusion to the evils of having the
feet of horses saturated, as they must be during a
summer, with wet at one time, and then suddenly
exposed to a hot sun and a drying wind at another.
‘I have invariably observed,” says Mr. Goodwin,
¢ where horses are turned out to grass during the
dry and hot summer months, that on bringing them
up to be put into stable condition, their feet are in
a much worse state than they were when they went
out, dried up, and so hard and brittle, that, on the
application of a tool to bring them into a form to
receive a shoe, the horn breaks like a piece of glass,
and all the naturally tough and elastic property is
lost, so that it requires some months to remove the
bad effects. If it is necessary that a horse should
be put out of work during the hot and dry weather,
I prefer a large box or shed, and soiling with green
food ; by which means two objects are gained, viz.
all the injurious effects of a drying wind or a meri-
dian sun on the hoof are avoided, which create
such an excessive evaporation of the natural mois-
ture absorbed into the horn from within, that it
not only becomes dry, hard, and brittle, but the
whole horny box tightens on the sensible parts, and
frequently produces great mischief. But in a loose
place, moisture may be applied in any desirable
way.” In addition to the above, Mr. Goodwin
says, ‘ Horses at grass are much inclined to
thrushes ;” which renders it unnecessary for us to
say more on this subject at present, although we
shall by-and-by offer the result of our own expe-
rience in the treatment of horses’ feet in the summer.
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Fourthly, a saving in expense. This is an ob-
jection toe trifling to be admitted in opposition to
any real advantages. It was calculated by Nim-
rod,* allowing only four shillings per week to have
been the charge for each horse, supposing him to
have been summered at grass, that the extra ex-
pense of his six hunters, summered after his system,
which we shall further explain, amounted to only
£13, 18s. The mere chance in favour of exemp-
tion from accidents to which horses abroad are
liable, is worth more than this inconsiderable sum
to the man who keeps six hunters in his stable ;
but twice its amount would be realised in the sale
_ of any of the six, if offered at the hammer in No-
vember, beyond the sum he would have produced,
had he been summered solely in the fields.

Fifthly, we would go any length in advocating
the extreme of kind treatment to so noble an ani-
mal as the horse; but experience has taught us,
that neither the open field, nor the shade, is a bed
of roses, in the summer months, to the well-bred,
and naturally thin-skinned hunter ; for the cestrum,
or blood-sucker, pursues him in each ; and the des-
perate attempts he often makes to avoid them,
shows the horror he has of their attacks. But,
unluckily for the advocates of this system, one of
the greatest evils of the out-of-door system here

* Two tons five hundred weights of hay, at £4 per ton,...£9 0 0
Seventy-one bushels of oats, at 4s. 6d. per bushel,........14 4 0

Beans, .....cociiunuiiiiiiniiiiiiiii e e 110 0
£24 14 0
Six horses at grass nine weeks, at 4s. per week,............ 1016 0

£1318 0
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stares us in the face. If the horse cannot get away
from this host of tormenters, his only remedy against
them is, galloping from one end of his pasture to
the other, or else stamping with his feet against the
hard ground, and often against the roots of trees, to
scare them from one part of his body only to settle
upon another. The injury to both feet and legs, from
a daily succession of these operations, may be left
to the imagination of the reader; but against the
charge of cruelty, we quote the following remark
from Nimrod's Letters:—* In the very hot weather,”
(he is speaking of the summer of 1825, which was
remarkable for the intenseness of its heat,) * 1
made a few observations, which are not irrelevant
to my present purpose, particularly as to the charge
of cruelty in keeping hunters in the house, in the
summer. On the 29th of July, one of the hottest
days, the thermometer was one degree higher, at
two o’clock at noon, in my two four-stall stables, in
each of which three horses had stood for sixteen
days and nights, than it was in the entrance-hall
of my house, which is twenty-three feet high, and
contains three large windows and six doors, and the
aspect due east. Now, will any one tell me, that
the most tender animal could be injured by breath-
ing such an atmosphere as this? But all is not
yet told. I removed the thermometer on the same
day, and about the same hour, into the shade, and
there it was four degrees higher than in my two four-
stall stables. Here, then, the objection to horses
standing ¢ sweating in the stables in the summer
time,’ returns to its real insignificance.”
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Lastly, upon the subject of rest, and the means
of procuring the advantages of it to the hunter by
a summer’s run in the fields, we cannot do better
than quote from the same author :—* When dis-
cussing the subject of summering hunters with a
friend, who is an advocate for the grazing system,
he made use of the following expression : ¢ I dare
say it may be all very well to keep them in the
house in the summer, but then they have not the
benefit of the rest which they get when at grass.’
I could not help smiling at this strange perversion
of facts ; and ventured to ask him, Whether, if he
were examined in natural philosophy, and asked,
what s rest, he would answer, motion # and, if he
did, that answer would not be a whit less absurd
than his other. If rest be desirable, as we know
it is, for a hunter’s legs, after the labours of a win-
ter, surely he must obtain it more effectually in a
small confined place, than when suffered to run
over a large tract of land, and to stamp the ground
with his feet for so many hours each day.” Nei-
ther does the labour to the legs end here. All
persons who have ridden horses, whose growth has
been forced in their bodies, as that of most hunters
has been, must have perceived that, when letting
them drink in shallow water, their fore-legs totter
under them, in the attempt to reach the water with
their mouth. Such is the case with the hunter, at
least with the properly formed one, when in the
act of grazing (for the horse prefers a short bite) ;
and the tremor in his legs shows the stress that is
laid upon them, to enable him to reach his food.
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In fact, many horses (and we could name some well
known hunters) cannot reach the ground at all
with their mouths, unless it be by the painful posi-
tion of placing one fore-foot close to their mouth,
and the other even with the hinder-legs ; and con-
sequently their owners have not been able to turn
them out, had they been inclined to do so.

The principal objection to summering a horse
abroad, consists in the danger we expose him to by
the violent change from a stable at the temperature
of 63> (the common one of hunting stables,) and
the addition of warm clothing, to a bed upon the
cold ground on a wet night; or, which often hap-
pens in the month of May, to the influence of sharp
frost ; all this, also, when the animal has scarcely
any coat on his back to provide against the effects
of bad weather; and with a skin highly porous,
from frequent perspiration in his exercise and work,
and long-continued friction in the stable. As well
might we expect to find animals and plants that
can sustain the heat of the torrid, and the cold of
the frigid zone, as horses to bear those extremes
with impunity ! On the contrary, it is the con-
firmed opinion of most veterinary surgeons, that
more hunters have been ruined by becoming roar-
ers, broken-winded, or blind, from this cause, than
from any other to which they are subjected ; and
they are backed in their opinion by reason. For
it is not necessary that the newly-turned-out hun-
ter should be exposed to either a wet or a frosty
night, to produce disordered functions; the com-
mon exhalations from the ground in the evening,
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are sufficient to produce them, by a sudden constric-
tion of the pores, opened as they have been by the
effect of a hot sun during the day. ¢ Heat and
cold, moisture and dryness,” says Mr. Percival, in
his last work on the Horse, when treating on the
theory of inflammation, “ all in their turn become
excitants of inflammation; their mischievous agency
residing more in the vicissitudes from one state to
its opposite, than in any obnoxiousness in our cli-
mate, from their excess or continuance. They may
operate either directly as excitants, or indirectly,
simply as predisposing causes.” Few veterinarians,
indeed, as Mr. Percival expresses himself, now-a-
days, feel inclined to deny the uncongeniality of
cold and wet to the constitutions of horses, or to
maintain, that they do not very often, in such
situations, contract the foundations for disease,
which, at some future time, is apt to break out,
and prove fatal to them. Nor are the remarks of
this scientific practitioner and most perspicuous
writer, less to our purpose, when speaking of the
horse that is turned out of his stable in the winter.
¢ Take a horse,” says he, in his chapter on ¢ Hide-
bound,’ ¢ fat and sleek in condition, out of a warm
stable, where he has been well clothed and fed,
turn him, during the cold and wet of winter into a
straw-yard, and go and look at him three months
afterwards, and you will hardly recognise your own
horse. You will find him with a long, shaggy,
staring coat; a belly double the size it was when
in condition ; and a skin sticking close and fast to
his ribs, which may now be readily counted with
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the hand, if not with the eye.” But here the ana-
logy between the horse turned out to grass in the
summer, and the horse sent to a straw-yard in the
winter, ceases. The latter loses flesh, and becomes
hide-bound, both of which will find a remedy in a
return to more generous food in the stable, with
the assistance of alterative medicine ; and he will
speedily resume his condition. But it will not be
8o with the grass-fed hunter. He has accumulated
a load of soft, unhealthy flesh, which must be got
rid of at the expense of his legs and feet; or, in
the language of grooms, ‘it must be exchanged
for better flesh, the produce of hay and corn.” By
feeding ad libitum, however, he has so plethorised
his system, and trespassed upon his digestive or-
gans, that this is become not merely a work of la-
bour and time, but one of no small risk to the gene-
ral soundness of his constitution. Nor is even this
the extent of the mischief. Under the most favour-
able circumstances, it is not in the power of a groom,
how good soever he may be, to bring the grass-fed
hunter into the field, fit to be ridden with hounds,
until the hunting season is half expired. For proof
of this assertion, we need only go to the race-horse,
who cannot be made fit to run under, at least, six
months’ preparation, although he has not been at
- grass since he was six months old. Nature will not
be put out of her course by violence ; and horses
can only be got into good condition by degrees, by
long-continued slow work at first, increasing in
pace as their condition increases; and it lras been
the attempt to get the grass-fed hunter into some-
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thing approaching to condition, by hurrying him in
his work, under a load of flesh, and with his mus-
cles in a relaxed state, that has ruined thousands
of good horses, by the injury done to their legs
especially ; and will ruin thousands more, if per-
severed in. The change of food, again, has been
the cause of more broken-winded horses than any
thing else that can be named. ¢ It must dispose,”
says Mr. Percival, from its being the chief cause
of plethora, to general diathesis of the system ; and
so far it contributes to the production of pneumo-
nia, or any other inflammatory affection.” To this
we may add blindness, the natural consequence of
the dependent posture of the head when feeding, in
an animal in the plethoric state, that a previously
highly-fed hunter must fall into, after being some
weeks at grass; and likewise of constant irritation
from flies and sun. Neither should the following
remark of Mr. Percival’s be forgotten by gentlemen
who turn out their hunters during a wet summer.
¢ Cold,” says he, ¢ abstractedly from wet, even
although it be alternated with heat, is not found
to be near so prejudicial as when moisture is pre-
sent too ; hence we are in the habit of viewing frosty
weather as a season of health among horses; and
hence it is, that the spring and autumnal months
are the most unhealthy, the weather being then -
moist and variable, and the wind generally in a
cold quarter.” Again, “ Two undomesticated
horses,” says he, ‘ out of three, under five years
old, that are taken from cold situations, and kept
in warm stables, will receive catarrh. But even
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domesticated horses that are advanced in years, and
that have been accustomed to such changes, do not
always escape, unless some precautionary measures
be taken; for hunters taken upfrom grass in August,
unless due attention be paid to the temperature of
the stable, are often the subjects of catarrhal at- -
tacks.”

Perhaps the summer of 1835 may be produced
in proof of the danger of subjecting stabled horses
to atmospherical changes. In the first week of
June, 78, 80, 82, and 84 degrees of heat were
marked by the thermometer. On the 13th, the
maximum of heat was 15 degrees less than that of
the preceding day ; and on the 23d, the thermome-
ter fell to 47 degrees, succeeded by four days’ rain,
with wind veering to south-east, back to west, then
to north and north-east, at times furiously high !

We must be allowed two more remarks on the
evils of the out-of-door system. Amongst the phy-
sical changes which the body is capable of receiving,
none is so visibly effected as in the diminished, or
increased, size of the belly ; and the latter alterna-
tion of form is speedily effected by a horse eating
grass, and nothing but grass. When a man goes
into training for a match against time, or a prize-
fight, the first act of his trainer is, to reduce the

“size of his belly ; for, until that is done, his respi-
ration is not free enough to enable him to make
such bodily exertions as are essential to augment
his natural vigour, and put him into the best pos-
sible condition; and this exactly applies to the
grass-fed hunter taken up in August. He has



182 GENERAL TREATMENT OF HORSES.

exchanged an active untiring frame, for a bloated
and breathless carcass; and nothing can be done
with him until, by purging and severe work, when he
i8 not in a fit state to endure it with smpunity, the
nature of his frame is gradually altered from weak-

.ness to vigorous health. But this must be the
work of time, for, although Nature will admit of
improvement, she will not allow herself to be hur-
ried by the unreasonable innovations of man.

Our next remarks relate to bodily infirmities and
local diseases, to which the horse, by the severity
of his labours, is always more or less subject. Se-
veral of these, such as splents, spavins, curbs, and
ring-bones, are easily checked, if discovered in their
incipient state; but when, by being undiscovered
for only a short time, a certain progress is made in
them, the cure is far from certain, at all events,
more difficult. Now, under the old system of the
summer’s run abroad, this was most frequently the
case. Horses, when taken up, were found to have
thrown out those excrescences unperceived, which,
as soon as they began to work, caused lameness
and disappointment ; whereas, under the improved
system of summering the hunter, they could not
have escaped the constant inspection of the groom,
and an immediate check would have been given to
them. The short-cough, vulgarly and stupidly
called a * grass cough,” also too often swelled the
catalogue of disasters ; and, in six cases out of ten,
ended in broken wind or roaring. But it may not
here be amiss to address ourselves to owners of
hunters, who may adopt either one system or the
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other of treating them in the summer months; we
mean, as regards their legs, the treatment of which
now forms a conspicuous feature in the science of
the stable, particularly the racing stable. Many
valuable animals are ruined in consequence of their
owners and their grooms not knowing, perhaps not
wishing to know, when their legs are going amiss,
and consequently stopping them in their work,
before the evil gets a-head. It is irksome, no doubt,
to give up the use of a hunter, especially if a fa-
vourite one, and in blooming condition; but it is
only by such prudent conduct, that we can expect
a lengthened enjoyment of his services. It is a
lamentable fact that, generally speaking, good-con-
stitutioned horses would wear out two sets of legs
and feet, which shows the urgent necessity of tak-
ing care of them.

We now take our leave of the old, and, we may
add, ruinous system of treating hunters in the
summer, and proceed to state how they ought to
be treated in the non-hunting months; as also to
offer a few directions for the management of them
when in work. To begin, we are far from averse
to resting the hunter in the summer, although we
cannot shut our eyes to the fact of horses working
hard for a great many years in succession, without
experiencing what is here meant by  rest,” (name-
ly, not having a saddle on their backs for three or
four months,) and remaining sound and healthy to
the end of a long life. Our great object is, to give
the hunter fair play, by preserving, instead of de-
stroying, his condition at the same time that we
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rest him ; and in this we think, that, by prevent-
ing exhaustion in his work when he returns to it,
we offer him much more than an equivalent for the
fancied enjoyment of his  snuffing the air in his
native liberty,” and ¢ making his bed on the cool
ground,” so stoutly insisted upon by many of the
old school, who will not march with the times, and
who cannot divest themselves of prejudices, how
dear soever they may cost them.

The period of * turning up,” not ** out,” hunters
towards the close of the season should depend on
circumstances. Those whose legs may be doubtful,
should be the first thrown out of work ; and after
them old ones, who, how well soever they may go
over a country when it is soft, are in danger of
breaking down when it becomes hard, as it always
does in March, particularly in ploughed countries.

The first act of a groom, when his horses have
done their work for the season, is to give them two
doses of mild physic, which, by their effect on their
legs, will greatly assist him in discovering the
amount, if any, of the injury that may have been
done to them. Should anything serious exhibit
itself, we recommend him (unless he be a first-rate
professor of his art) to avail himself of the advice
of a veterinary surgeon, as to the steps proper to
be taken ; and the sooner those steps are taken, the
better will it be for his horses. The barbarous, the
senseless, practice of blistering, generally the two
fore-legs, and often the hinder ones also, previously
to turning out, under the old system, is now, we
are glad to say, abandoned, not only on account of
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its inutility, but, by the spread of veterinary science,
sportsmen have found out that the application of
blisters to healthy legs is injurious. The merely
irritating the surface of the skin cannot be produc-’
tive of advantage, when no disease exists; on the
contrary, it often rouses the sleeping lion, which it
is afterwards difficult to pacify. As counteractors
of internal inflammation, or as counter-irritants, as
they are called, blisters are highly useful ; likewise
to all bony excrescences, such as splents, spavins,
or ring-bones, when in an incipient state; but, in
order to render them eflicacious, they should be
repeated till healthy pus is obtained. If judiciously
applied in strains, they are also not unserviceable,
as they help to unload the vessels near the affected
part. Supposing, then, no serious mischief has been
done to the legs of a hunter during the season, we
thus proceed in our course of treatment of him :—
Previously to stripping him of his clothes, he
should go through his second dose of physic, and be
treated exactly as if he were in work for at least a
fortnight afterwards, with the exception of his hav-
ing only walking exercise, a diminished allowance
of corn, and the wisp, without the brush, applied
to his body. We now arrive at a point on which
there is some difference of opinion, at all events,
one which must be left to the option of the owner ;
namely, whether, as is the practice in the stables of
some of our first-rate sportsmen, the hunter is to
be kept in gentle work throughout the summer, or
to be thrown entirely aside for a certain number of
weeks, varying from nine to twelve! We will,
)
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however, state the best method of proceeding under
each of these systems.

The horse kept in work (we should rather have
“said exercise) during the summer, should be exer-
cised very early in the morning on soft, but not
wet ground (a low meadow, or rather a marshy
common, for example,) that his feet may have the
advantage of moisture, and also that he may not
be tormented by flies, or exposed to a hot sun. Two
hours will be sufficient, the pace to be varied alter-
nately from the walk to the jog-trot. It is desirable
that a horse thus treated should not be tied up in
a stall, but have the enjoyment of a large loose-
house. Of course, attention should be paid to his
feet, removing his shoes every third or fourth
week ; and they should be stopped with wet tow
every second night. To those who object to this
in-door treatment of the hunter on the score of
danger to his feet, we can only say, from our own
experience, that their fears are groundless; and we
also refer them to the first cavalry barrack they
pass by, or even to the stables of our inn-keepers
on the road, in which they will find feet in the
highest state of preservation, that have been sub-
ject to in-door treatment for many years. We
prefer damp tow to any other sort of stopping for
horses’ fcet, because, exclusive of the moisture, it
affords a uniform pressure to the frog and outer
gole of the feet, which is favourable to their healthy
state. Indeed, to some of the finely-formed, open
feet which we see on first-rate hunters, the soles of
which are apt to be thin, this pressure is most ad-
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vantageous in preventing a disposition in them to
become flat or convex, instead of moderately con-
cave; and for this purpose was the ¢ horse-pad,”
or * elastic stopping,” invented by Mr. Cherry,
veterinary surgeon of London, which may be pre-
ferable to the tow, but not always at hand. When
the latter is used, it should be forced into the foot
with all the strength of a man’s fingers or thumb.
The food of hunters thus summered should be
regulated by circumstances. Good flesh, we know,
is strength ; but that which is generated in com-
parative idleness only contributes to weakness.
Our object, then, should be to prevent a horse,
treated in the manner we now allude to, from
throwing up much flesh, and we must therefore feed
accordingly, and also study constitution. At all
events, three small feeds of oats (we do not feel
ourselves justified in recommending beans, although
we know some sportsmen give them ; except in very
peculiar cases, such as extreme delicacy of consti-
tution, a disposition to scour, or throw off food,)
per day are sufficient for any horse, with the addi-
tion of a large, sloppy, bran-mash, once or twice
a-week. As to green food, we recommend that
with caution. We approve of its being given occa-
sionally for three or four days in succession, merely
as soiling, to attenuate the blood, not to produce
flesh ; and this repeated now and then at intervals,
whilst the green meat (be it what it may) is young,
but by no means afterwards. Many grooms mix
hay with green food, which, after the first two or
three times of giving it, we think a judicious plan.
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But, be it observed, for reasons we have already
given, we object to a hunter acquiring a load of
flesh in the summer, the produce of succulent food.
A moderate use of alteratives is beneficial through-
out the summer to horses which live well, but do
not work, as, by their mild and gradual impres-
sion, a healthy action of the bowels is kept up, as
well as insensible perspiration increased.

The horse not kept in work should be thus treated
in the summer :—He should run loose in the bay
of a barn, or any large covered place where he gets
exercise, and breathes fresh air, without exposure
to the sun. His physic, food, &c., should be as
before directed ; but as he is now unshod, and con-
sequently cannot have his hoofs filled with any
thing which can impart moisture to them, he
should be made to stand two hours every day.
under cover, in moistened clay. Unless after fir-
ing, or severe blistering, when the sedative powers
of cold air are efficacious in checking local inflam-
mation, we prefer the hunter being housed through-
out the night, to his lying out even in a paddock,
as he is less liable to disease and accidents ; but we
admit that the danger of exposure to night air is
greatly diminished by his having been kept cool
throughout the day, by which he is less susceptible
of atmospheric influence, or the alternation from
warmth to cold, than if his arterial system had
been acted upon by exposure to a mid-day sun.
The sticklers, then, for the * dews of heaven,” and
the “bed upon the cool earth,” may here indulge
their predilections ; but, for our own part, we give
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the preference to the house at night with horses
free from disease.

The state of the horses, summered as we have
now described, will in great measure resemble each
other, although, as may be supposed, the one which
has been kept on in his exercise will be most for-
ward in condition. Neither of them, however, will
have lost much of their proper form; but a dis-
tinction must be made in our proceedings with
them, when preparing them for the forthcoming
season. ‘ Suffer a horse to be idle,” says Mr.
Percival, ¢ to do little or no work, and feed him
well during the time, and the redundant nourish-
ment floating in his blood will be laid up in the
form of fat ; put the same animal to work, and that
blood, which otherwise would have been turned
into fat, will now be transformed into materials of
strength.” Here, then, it is evident that the horse
which has been kept in exercise will require some-
what of a different preparation to the one which
has remained unshod, and consequently idle. The
first will require very little alteration in his pro-
ceedings until nearly the approach of the hunting
season, as he will soon be prepared for quick work ;
but it will be by long-continued slow work, in-
creasing in pace as his condition increases, that the
second will be quite himself again, from the relaxed
state of his muscles, somewhat redundant flesh, as
well as his distended belly. In either case, how-
ever, there will be no occasion for all that physick-
ing, galloping, and sweating, to get rid of bad,
superfluous flesh, that the grass-fed hunter has
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been subjected to; for if the groom has done his
duty by them, neither of these horses will have
accumulated much more flesh than we like to see
on hunters when they first begin to work, and when
that flesh is good. We would have our second
horse, the unshod one, taken into his stable early
in August ; and during the latter end of that month
and the next, in addition to his daily exercise, he
should, about three times in a fortnight, have a
gentle sweat in clothes, which is best effected in a
trot, in a large fallow field that has been lately
harrowed down, and which is firm, not soft, to the
tread.

The horses of perhaps the hardest rider of the
present day, Lord Gardiner, are kept in their stalls
at Melton Mowbray throughout the non-hunting
months, having exercise daily. Not more than
two or three of his lordship’s large stud have even
the use of boxes, but no horses in the country look
better or go better.

But we fancy we hear the question asked, Is it
not necessary to give physic to all hunters when
the summer is past, and previously to their taking
the field again in the winter?! We answer, No.
The principal end of physicking hunters is to allay

. excitement, occasioned by severe work and high
keep; and the next, for the benefit of their legs.
Thus, for example, as the first-named horse, (the
one that has been in gentle work throughout the
summer,) will not sweat so easily as the unshod
one, a light dose or two of physic may be service-
able to him during his first preparation for the
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field, say in August or September, as the means of
saving his legs, should he be a strong-constitu-
tioned horse, and have thrown up too much flesh.
But there is no absolute necessity for physic at
this period to horses that have been properly treated
throughout the summer, and not suffered to get
foul or fat; and it will be given with more advan-
tage to them after they have been sometime at
work, or nearer to the commencement of the hunt-
ing season, which, after the manner of the racing
stable, may be termed a second preparation.

To horses summered in the house, physic is now
only administered when it is wanted, as is the case
with the race-horse ; and the groom or his master
ought to be able to say wken. There are many di-
recting symptoms with horses in work, which cannot
escape an observant eye; and we do not, as formerly,
wait for the swollen leg or the running sore. The
barbarous practice, also, of three doses in succession,
(as was the practice with the grass-fed hunter on
being stabled,) ‘ the first to stir up the humours,
and the last to carry them off,” with two strong
urine balls to wind up, by way of a remedy for con-
sequent debility, is now happily exploded. The
strength of the dose is likewise greatly diminished,
and consequently all danger is avoided. We take
upon ourselves to say, there is no more risk attend-
ing administering physic to a horse, than there is
in giving him a pailful of cold water, perhaps not
so much ; that is, provided the drugs are good, and
well put together. We, however, strongly recom-
mend all sportsmen and others to obtain physic
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from the profession, as veterinarians bestow much
attention on the making of it up, and obtaining the
best aloes, in which there is much difference. The
sooner it passes off the better; and this will be
much expedited by three loose bran-mashes on the
day preceding the dose, and éxercise previously to
its working. Recollect there is no virtue in the
aloes, beyond doing its duty in clearing and cleans-
ing the bowels. Calomel, when administered to the
horse, should not be hurried, as it is intended to
act upon the system, and should therefore be given
twelve hours previous to giving the purge. Horses
whose bowels are difficult to be moved, should be
kept shert of hay a day or two before they are
physicked, with an additional allowance of bran-
mashes, and encouraged to drink before they expe-
rience nausea.

It may, perhaps, be well to state the ¢ directing
symptoms” for administering physic to the hunter,
which are thus detailed by Nimrod :—*“ Among
the distinguishing symptoms of foulness in a hun-
ter, are these :—He appears unwell, without any
specific disease: his mouth is hot, his eyes look
" dull, and sometimes yellow : his coat loses some of
its usual gloss, and stares between the hip-bones,
and on the poll of the neck : his appetite frequently
remains good, but he is more than usually anxious
for water: his heels are scurfy, and sometimes
crack ; he stales often, but a little at a time: his
urine is highly-coloured, and his excrements hard,
and often covered with a slimy fluid: he is dull
when at exercise, and frequently coughs without
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any appearance of having taken cold—he loses
flesh, and looks dry in his skin—his legs and ears
are often cold, the latter frequently wet after exer-
cise, and sometimes deprived of part of their natural
covering—his crest falls—the whole tone of his
system appears relaxed ; and, without his groom
exactly knowing why, he is not the horse he was a
week ago.” To this we have nothing to add, un-
less it be to congratulate owners of horses on the
terrors of physicking them having vanished with
the present improved method of administering the
doses ; and on the fact, that only a few days’ ces-
sation from labour is now required to afford them
this relief. We should say, that a hunter is never
more fit to go through a sharp runm, than on the
tenth day after his physic has * set.”

But we do not consider that we can close this
part of our subject, without a few words on the
treatment of the grass-fed hunter, as there are still
some who yet abandon him to shift for himself in
the summer, and are content to see him rcturn to
his stall in August, the very reverse of what he
was when he left it in May. Nor is this the worst
of it. He cannot be reinstated in the condition in
which he was when he went out in May, until
hunting is three parts over the following season.
However, we will lay down what we consider the
most likely plan to pursue, to fit him for the work
he is intended for :—

From the redundancy of blood and humours, and
distension of bowels beyond their proper size, which
the grass-fed hunter acquires, all violent exertion

R
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must be avoided, until such obstructions are re-
moved, which must be the work of time. It is in
vain to attempt to hurry a horse in this state into
condition, but the first step taken should be to have
him clipped, for reasons which we shall presently
give. Long-continued slow exercise is the chief
agent in hardening his muscles, and strengthening
his organs of respiration; but all galloping when
in the state in which he will be for the first two
months, to get off his flesh, is very highly to be
reprobated, as his legs will surely suffer by it, if
nothing else does. Two light doses of physic may
be useful to him, if he have had none given him at
grass; and care should be taken not to use the
brush to his coat till the month of November be
passed, in case he should not be clipped. Again,
veterinary science has informed us, that danger
always accrues to horses in the vicissitudes of heat
and cold, from one state to its opposite ; but more
from the latter to the former, as an excitant to
general inflammation. Horses taken from grass,
then, should be put into very cool stables, and the
fewer in one stable the better, for at least the first
month. Windows should be left open day and
night, merely taking the precaution of coarse mat-
ting, or any thing else that will stop the entrance
of flies ; and nothing does that better than mat-
ting, frequently saturated with water. Having
been clipped, and kept out several hours in the day
in slow work (which, by the way, grooms are too
often shy of,) increasing his pace gradually as his
condition progresses, the grass-fed hunter may be
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brought fit to look at by the first week in Novem-
ber; but he will be at least by a stone a worse
horse than he was when he was turned out. We
are no friends to quacking in either man or beast ;
but, knowing that mischief to horses so frequently
arises from a long respite from work in the winter,
unless some preventive measures are had recourse
to, we recommend the repetition of a light dose or
two of physic to the grass-fed hunter during frost,
or even during open weather, about Christmas—at
any time, indeed, when appearances indicate the
necessity for it.

Having recommended the fashionable operation
of clipping to the grass-fed hunter, we will give our
reasons for having done so. Nine horses out of
ten, treated as he has been treated in the summer,
break out into a cold sweat, after work, during the
first part of the season, the natural consequence of
debility ; and the dew on their coat has all the
chilling influence of a wet blanket on their body.
The removal of the coat by the scissors, then,
although it is no remedy for the former, prevents
the ill effects of the latter; which, by producing
cold on the surface of the body, occasions a deter-
mination of blood to the lungs, or other important
viscus, and is a great enemy to condition. Although
we deny the necessity of clipping a horse that has
been properly summered (for, admitting that he
may have a long coat, he will not in that case
break out after work,) we allow it the merit of ex-
pediting condition, by giving increase of bulk, and
promoting the vigorousness of the horses’ renovat-
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ing powers; and, therefore, in this case useful.
Looking at it, however, in another light, we find
many objections to it; amongst the greatest of
which is the deprivation of the protection of the
coat or hair, to an animal so much in want of it as
the hunter is, and therefore an outrage on nature.
In fact, it is, to a certain degree, a substitute for
good grooming, and proper treatment in the sum-
mer months ; and as sauch will continue to be in
favour with many grooms, as also with such of their
masters as submit to be dictated to by them, or
who may pay too much regard to appearances.

Having alluded to grooms, a remark or two may
not be ill placed. Such of them as have the care
of large studs cannot be expected to work, but to
overlook those who are under them ; and their re-
sponsibility is considerable. There is much in the
choice of helpers; for none but persons who have
narrowly watched it, are aware of the effects of a
good dressing to a hunter, not merely in having
his skin cleared from impurity, and in improving
its elasticity, as well as the tone and colour of the
hair, which may be termed the complexion of a
horse, but it greatly promotes general health by its
effect on the circulation of the blood, as well as all
other secretions, and in bad weather is a substitute
for exercise. '

Good stables are indispensable to the well-doing
of hunters, equally so with a comfortable house and
a warm bed to those who ride them. Even the
veterinary professors have at length acknowledged
the benefit of the genial warmth of a stable to
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horses at work, although, in common with our-
selves, they insist on the necessity of well ventilated
stables. No doubt it is injurious to any animal to
breathe an under-oxygenated air, and the effluvia
arising from animal excretions are injurious to
eyes and lungs. A hunter should live in a tem-
perature of about 63° of Fahrenheit in the winter,
and as much below that point as it can be made in
the summer, by means of exclusion of the sun,
open doors, &c. But it is essential that a stable
in the winter should not only be warm, but dry;
and if not dry, the ground under and around it
should be drained. A delisate horse never arrives
at perfection of condition in a damp stable, and it
operates powerfully against all others, often being
the cause of fever in the feet. Stalls should not be
more than six feet wide, nor raised towards the
manger ; but there should be a slight inclination in
the flagging towards the centre of them, to enable
the urine to find its way to a drain, which there
always ought to be, as it contributes much to clean-
liness, and consequently to health. ¢ Loose places,”
or * boxes,” a8 they are termed, are most desirable
for all horses after severe work, and a celebrated
veterinary surgeon (Mr. Turner of Regent Street,
London, to whom the public is so much indebted
for his illustration of the navicular disease in the
foot) has given it as his opinion, that if all horses
were suffered to lie loose after work, there would
not be half the cases of lameness in the feet that
now occur. Desirable as such treatment may be,
it is universally impracticable, on account of the
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space which large studs would occupy ; but every
sportsman should have boxes about his premises,
and his hunters should be invariably put into them
for two or three days after work. To their general
use there is one objection, although not a serious
one. Horses always lying loose are apt to refuse
to lie down in stalls, when removed to premises
where boxes cannot be had, but they become re-
conciled to them after a few days. It is, however,
the opinion of a celebrated sportsman, that if a
hunter should have stood his work ten seasons
being always tied up, he would have stood it twelve
if he had lain loose.

On the subject of warm stables, the writer may
quote the following passage from his work on the
Condition of Hunters. After proving, by the fact
of the horse degenerating in all cold countries, that
warmth is congenial to his existence, he thus pro-
ceeds :—* They who attend to such matters will
find, that the constitution and habit of a horse un-
dergo a change when kept in a warm stable, fa-
vourable, no doubt, to the work he has to perform
as a hunter in the stable of a hard-riding man. He
is not that gross animal which he might otherwise
be, if a hard feeder, and kept in a state more nearly
approaching to a state of nature. This we may
attribute to the increase of insensible perspiration
occasioned by increased circulation, whereby the
grosser particles of the body fly off and are got rid
of. In this state he would bear some comparison
with a well-fed English farmer, when put to per-
form feats of activity with a man of more refined
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habits of life, where nineteen times out of twenty
he would be defeated.” Again—‘ As there is an
analogy between a man and a horse in work, let
us carry it a little farther, and ask, Whether, after
a hard day’s exercise in the winter, a man would
recover sooner if he passed his evening in a warm
room, or if he passed it in a bivouac, or in a room
that was cold and damp ¢ If it be possible to get a
horse to look well in a cold stable, it is not in the
power of a groom to put him into the height of
condition in a damp one.

From the work already quoted we subjoin the
plan of stabling for six hunters. ‘I would have,”
says he, “ two four-stalled stables, in which I would
keep only six horses—that is, three in each ; and 1
would have a box at the end of each. If possible,
I would have a southern aspect, with windows
opening from the top or downward, or else on a
pivot in the centre, and placed so high in the wall,
that, when open, the air may be circulated through
the stable, without affecting one horse more than
another, and the height of the interior should be
only twelve feet in the clear. I would have the
stalls paved nearly flat, with only a trifling inclina-
tion to the centre; in each of which there should
be a small grating over the drain, and the stalls
should be no more than six feet wide. There
should be at least twelve feet behind the horses,
and the exterior walls and doors should be very
thick. The wooden partition-walls of the boxes
should be only nine feet high, with wooden bolts
to the doors ; and each box should not exceed ten
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feet square. The saddle-room, well fitted up with
saddle-cupboards, boiler, &c., should be in the
centre of the building ; in the front of which there
should be a passage, under cover, for horses to
stand in when their legs are washed. Of ventila-
tion I say nothing, that being a matter of course ;
but I would have the sides of the stalls nine feet
high at the head, with small iron racks, and pillar-
reins for each horse to be dressed in. I should be
very particular about the stall-posts, for these are
frequently the cause of severe injury. When I
went to see the King's stables at the palace at
Pimlico, I was astonished to see almost every other
horse in them, with capped hocks. On inspecting
the stall-posts, I perceived the cause. They were
of fluted stone, and with angles, which proved that
Mr. Nash (the architect) knew nothing about the
ingide of stables. Stall-posts should be made of
wood, quite smooth and circular ; and they should
extend to the ceiling, or be at least ten feet high.”

Pabpocks.—Some persons turn their hunters
into the fields in the summer, because they have
no small paddocks, or any outlets to their build-
ings, and are averse to their horses remaining all
the year round in the house. Nothing, however,
is easier than making temporary paddocks, or out-
lets that will restrain stallions, or any horse that
may be put into them, without the chance of their
breaking out of them. Let a small space, say
thirty or forty yards, be hurdled around, and the
hurdles lined with faggots reared up from seven to
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eight feet high. The faggots will be all the better
for the exposure to the air during a summer ; and
as horses cannot see through a fence of this sort,
they will never attempt to break through it.

Foop.—The proper feeding of hunters has much
to do with their condition, and likewise with their
remaining sound. Food should be proportioned to
work, and it should also be of the very best qua-
lity. Hay that has been much heated in the stack
is above all things to be avoided, as, from its pow-
erful diuretic properties, it debilitates, and creates
thirst ; and mow-burnt or heated oats are equally
productive of mischief. Eight or ten pounds of
hay per day are as much as any hunter should eat,
and that which is produced on dry upland ground is
best. Indeed, we are far from thinking that rich
meadow hay, finely scented as it is, and apparently
so full of nourishment, is fitted for any description
of horse that is required to go fast, and we are quite
certain that thousands of horses are destroyed an-
nually by the effects of hay and water. The latter
cannot be too soft, and when not so, it should be
kept in the stable some days previous to use, and
with a small portion of bran in it. Mr. Percival
mentions forty-nine horses being killed in one stud
in France, by a disease produced by eating bad hay
and oats.

But nothing puts the groom’s knowledge of the
art of feeding hunters more to the test, than the
management of such as are either naturally thick-
winded, or afflicted with chronic cough; and as in
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man, the digestive organs are oftener than any
other disordered, so the respiratory organs in the
horse are the most common seat of disease. It
is, however, in the power of a groom, by great at-
tention to feeding, keeping the habit of body from
becoming foul and plethoric, and well regulated
work, to make horses of this description tolerably
fit to go with hounds ; whereas in bad hands, they
would be nearly useless, at all events dangerous to
ride. Such horses are generally hearty feeders,
and when so, should have a setting muzzle, as used
with race-horses, put on them on the night before
hunting, unless they have been out with hounds
within three days. Water also should be sparingly
given to them on that day, and not after three
o'clock, p. M. Frequent mild aperients, or alterative
medicines, are very efficacious here; for as, in the
human subject, the lungs often become the seat of
disease as a second cause of indigestion, the state
of the digestive organs should be minutely attended
to with horses of this description.

A broken-winded horse is never seen in a stud
of hunters. Most veterinary surgeons attribute
this disease to the consequences of high keep. Here,
no doubt, they are in a great measure correct ; but
if good grooming were not for the most part a
match for the effect of high keep, what would be
the fate of our race-horses, which eat almost as
much corn as they can swallow from the first month
of their existence ! Amongst them a broken-winded
horse is a rarity.

Many nostrums are prescribed for thick-winded
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horses—amongst them, carrots in the winter, and
green meat in the summer. We approve of a few
carrots in the winter, but object to green meat,
unless in small quantities. Is not flatulency the
distinctive feature of a disordered respiration ! And
what promotes that equally with loading and dis-
tending the stomach with green food ? The small
dimensions of a horse’s stomach, evidently show
what nature intended him for, namely, ¢ go fast ;
and the pathologist would very soon convince us
that, in proportion as that organ is distended, will
the respiratory organs be oppressed. Hence the
indispensable practice of not allowing hunters their
usual allowance of food and water on the morning
of hunting ; as also of putting the setting muzzle
on the racer the night before he runs. The food
most proper for all horses, but particularly for such
as are not perfect in their wind, is that which con-
tains most nourishment in the smallest compass or
space.

But we must not overlook the treatment of the
sound hunter before and after hunting ; as we con-
sider the lives of more than half of those hunters
which have been lost from the effects of severe
chases, to have been lost from want of knowledge
of how they should have been treated, at either the
one or the other of these periods. It is matter of
doubt whether it be in the power of hounds to
maintain a chase long enough to cause the death
of a horse, fairly ridden with them, provided that
horse have been properly treated in the summer,
and is in what is called strong work, or quite fit to
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go, on the day of the run. Without stopping to
argue this point, which is not capable of proof, we
will proceed to show in what state a hunter ought
to be taken into the field, to meet fox-hounds, giving
him fair play ; and the man who takes him there
when not fit to go, must always be prepared for the
consequences.

We consider a hunter, in proper condition, equal
to at least three days’ hunting in a fortnight, tak-
ing the average of sport, which will, of course, at
some certain periods, send him oftener into the
field in one given time than in another, as, after a
severe day, he should have a week’s clear rest. But
since the second-horse fashion has been so general,
it is-impossible to speculate on this point, as it so
often happens that one of the two horses the sports-
man sends to cover, returns home without having
done much. The chief point, however, to be in-
sisted upon is, that the hunter should have a good
gallop, causing him to sweat freely, on the day
before he goes to hounds, and if for half-a-mile on
rising ground, it will be more favourable to his
wind. His food on that day should also be at-
tended to, in reference to his constitutional pecu-
liarities ; for, if not the best winded horse in the
stud, or given to throw off his meat on his road to
cover, he should have no water after three o’clock
the preceding afternoon, with the exception of a
few swallows, to make him relish his corn, on the
morning of hunting. Sending hunters out now with
full bellies has no excuse; whereas one was found
for it, when they left their stables five hours sooner
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in the morning than they do at present; and re-
turned to them often five hours later. We allude
to past days, in which there were few artificially
made covers, and when foxes were found by the
‘ drag,” through long chains of woods, and cer-
tainly were run over much more ground than mo-
dern foxes are, which, being generally bred near
game preserves, run shorter, and are not so stout
as formerly.

Arrer Hunting.—The treatment of a horse now
will depend on what he has been doing. If not a
severe day, no further notice of him is requisite,
than to ascertain whether he feeds as usual; and
if not, an alterative ball,* with a liberal allowance
of tepid water, will soon restore his appetite, by
allaying the over-excitement that has checked it.
It is after a severe day’s work that danger to a
hunter is to be apprehended, the consequence of
over-excitement of the vascular system, and he
should be in this case narrowly watched. If merely
fatigued, such are the restorative powers of the ani-
mal, that rest, in a large loose box, with an hour’s
exercise daily, in the open air, will soon bring him
about ; but we should be on the alert against fever.
Here, however, we generally have notice—some
directing symptoms which cannot be mistaken, such

* The following alterative and sedative medicines are found effica-
cious at this time :—Cinnabar of antimony, 3 oz. ; balsam of sulphur,
2 oz. ; camphor, 1 oz.; nitre, 4 oz. To be made into ten balls ; one
ball a dose. These are known among grooms by the term ¢ red
balls.”
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as hurried respiration, extreme thirst, restlessness
in his stall, a considerable relaxation of the muscles
in the interstices of the hips, reddened eyelids, and
a quick pulse. But unfortunately for hard-riding
sportsmen, it too often happens, that such is the
rapidity with which what is termed accidental in-
flammation takes place in the horse, that the most
prompt measures will not always arrest its progress,
and the most common termination of it here is in
the feet. Not only does the animal suffer great
pain, but should he not cast his hoofs entirely (the
fore-feet are most commonly affected,) he becomes,
what is called, pumice-footed, and of little or no
value afterwards as a hunter. Knowing this to be
the case, we are advocates for some prophylactic
measures to be taken after a very hard day—some-
thing repellant and sedative administered, which
may not only prevent an inflammatory attack, but,
by cooling the system, and consequently restoring
the appetite, enable the horse to go sooner into the .
field again, than if he had been entirely abandoned
to his own restorative powers. One of the altera-
tive balls, previously alluded to, may answer the
purpose.

But the most critical period with the over-ridden
hunter is, when he first appears to show distress,
which he often does on his road home, or even
before he quits the field ; and here mistakes have
been made, which have caused the death of many a
good animal. In the first place, his rider fancies
it necessary to drag him home, perhaps many miles
on a cold winter’s evening, to * his own comfortable
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stall,” than which, just at this time, a large and
cold stable, and the first he could be put into, would
be far more beneficial to him. Again, he says,
“ I’ll not do any thing to him till I get him home,
when I will have him bled;” whereas, since all
horses that die from exertion beyond the limits of
vital power, die from suffocation, it will then be, in
all probability, too late, as instant relief is wanted.
A stimulating cordial is at this time good (a pint
of sherry as good as any other,) also keeping up a
strong determination of blood to the surface by fric-
tion of the body, head, and legs, with warm cloth-
ing afterwards on the body and head; a well lit-
tered-down stall, with plenty of fresh air. A gal-
lon of blood should be at first drawn ; and if the
increased action of the heart and arteries continues,
the horse should be well blistered behind the elbows,
and lose another gallon of blood. Blood-letting
from the foot-veins, is also highly to be recom-
mended in cases of extreme exhaustion, after a hard
day with hounds. It is a very simple operation,
and can never do harm; but we advise it to be
performed by a veterinary surgeon.

They who have never before experienced it, may
be alarmed by an inward noise in a distressed
horse, which may be mistaken for a beating of the
heart, whereas it proceeds from a convulsive motion
of the abdominal muscles, or muscles of the belly.
It is, however, a symptom of deep distress, and is
only relieved by relief given to the lungs, by bleed-
ing and other preventive means.
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Trearment or Horses’ LEcs.—We have already
said, that the management of horses’ legs forms
part of the science of the stable, and a most import-
ant part too. It is no where so well understood
as in racing stables ; but from the violent nature
of his work, the hunter is equally indebted to it.
The barbarous practice of blistering all four legs
previously to turning out, is now happily exploded;
but as, in less violent exertion than following
hounds, a certain insecurity from accidents is in-
separable from the delicacy of all animal structure,
the legs of hunters will occasionally fall amiss. It
being useless, however, without stating the extent
of the injury, to talk of prescribing remedies, we
have only to state, that a very efficient one has
been found for the torturing one of firing, in many
cases where the actual cautery was considered as
the only one. For example, for ligamentary en-
largements, cases of enlarged joints, tendons show-
ing symptoms of giving way, or any other appear-
ance in the limbs, of a departure from their primitive
tone and vigour. This consists in the application,
during the non-hunting months, or any other
period of rest, of the mercurial charge, in either of
the following forms. It is made up by Mr. Field,
veterinary surgeon of London, and no doubt by
others in the profession, in a strong adhesive form ;
or, at a distance from the metropolis, it may be
applied, as recommended by Mr. Kueny of Notting-
ham, who is constantly in attendance upon the
studs at Melton Mowbray, in Leicestershire. It
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consists of the common mercurial plaster (not oint-
ment) of the shops, made up according to the Lon-
don Pharmacopeia; and, in the proportion of half
a pound to a leg, applied in a warm and conse-
quently liquefied state, and when covered by deer’s
hair, bound to the limb by means of a linen roller.
At the end of a fortnight, the stitches of the band-
age being decayed, the charge will slough off, when
another, if necessary, is puton. It is to the highly
absorbent property of mercury that the benefit here
derived is to be ascribed ; and it is no small recom-
mendation to it, that, in addition to the general
restoration of the limb, the painful operation of the
actual cautery, as also the blemish occasioned by it,
are avoided.

It is, however, a well-known fact, that hunters
will work and stand sound, for many successive
seasons, with legs apparently much out of form.
Enlargements take place in the sheath of tendons
after strains; also from blows, where the parts
become lined by a thick coat of lymph ; and some-
times the body of the bone itself is found thickened,
from a depositation of bony lamina over the original
bone. When all this has been in progress, we
question the propriety of any active measures, un-
less, as is generally the case, a feeling of soreness
is expressed after work, by a shifting, or favouring
of the limb, or limbs, in the stall; or by a *feeling™
manner of going on first quitting the stable, When
legs are really callous, little impression can be made
upon them, unless by active measures ; but physic,
rest, and good grooming are the best preservatives

8
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of these most essential members of the horse’s
frame; with the friendly auxiliaries of hot-water,
flannel-bandages, and loose boxes, after severe work,
and good shoeing at all times.

THae Foor.—Owners of valuable horses may con-
gratulate themselves on the assurance that, by the
aid and extended influence of veterinary science,
they have no longer to apprehend injury to the
feet from the mere application of shoes. On the
contrary, they may rest satisfied that, provided no
internal disease attack them, from over-excitement
by work, (and that often is created on ground
where shoes would be unnecessary, such as crossing
a very deep country,) they will be not only as
sound and healthy, but ¢z better form, from having
been properly shod, than if they had not been shod
at all. Some hoofs, however, having a greater dis-
position to secrete horn than others, and thus called
strong feet, should never remain more than three
weeks without being subject to the drawing-knife
of the blacksmith, (the ruinous butteris is now put
aside,) and the shoes properly replaced. Neither
should stopping with damp tow be omitted ; as
moisture, not wet, is beneficial to the health of the
foot. Here, then, again, are at once apparent the
evils of the out-of-door summering of hunters. The
foot of a horse so exposed, is at one time saturated
with wet, and at another exposed to a drying wind
and a burning sun, the contractile powers of which
upon horn are too well known to require comment.
Do what we may, however, horses that are required
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to ‘“go the pace,” will always be more or less sub-
ject to diseased feet, quite unconnected with shoe-
ing; and against such diseases there are but two
precautions on which much reliance can be placed :
First, let hunters be well prepared for their work,
and properly treated after it ; and, secondly, let
them have sufficient obliquity of pastern-joint (in
our opinion one of the most important points in
the whole structure of the horse) to break the force
of concussion ; which, together with over-excite-
ment of the vascular system, is the parent of that
irremediable disease of the navicular bone, formerly
called ¢ founder;™ and by the wiseacres of old
times, ¢ chest-founder,” because, when labouring
under that disease, the muscles in that part waste,
from the inability of the suffering animal to exert
them. The posture of a horse in his stall, when
afflicted with this complaint, or fever in the feet,
is too characteristic to be mistaken.

We have only one more remark on shoeing. In
following hounds across deep countries, hunters are
apt to strike a hinder-foot against a fore-foot, and
inflict a severe wound. There have, indeed, been
many instances of the total separation of the back
sinew by this often unavoidable act, particularly in
leaping brooks. It was formerly very generally
believed, that the blow was inflicted with the ¢o¢ of
the hinder shoe, to obviate which, shoeing smiths
were ordered, by hunting grooms, to let part of the
hoof protrude over the front of the shoe, but still
the evil continued. It was, however, asserted, in
the letters of Nimrod, that it was by the inside
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edge, or the rim of the hinder shoe, and not by the
toe, that the act of over-reaching was performed.
This was at first doubted, but experience has con-
firmed the assertion ; and we have reason to believe,
there has not been an instance of serious mischief
by outting, from an over-reach, since the inside
edge or rim has been rounded off or bevelled. In-
deed, a moment’s reflection would dispel all doubts
on the subject ; for the obtuse form of the toe of a
horse-shoe could not inflict the severe wounds we
have seen inflicted (often cutting off part of the
fore-heel) ; whereas the inside rim of a worn shoe
is nearly as sharp as an ordinary knife. Besides,
the act is performed after the hinder-foot has over-
stepped the fore-foot, and therefore cannot be per-
formed by the toe, but in the act of drawing the
hinder-foot back, after it has overstridden its
bounds. Bruises, from over-reaches, still occur,
which, though sometimes serious, are compara-
tively, with cutting, harmless, as fomentation, and
a few days’ rest, will effect a cure.

- The writer concludes the subject of The Horse
with observing, that after a lapse of five years,
since the article was first written, he has found but
little necessary to add to it, and still less to retract.
In the seasons of 1839 and 1840, he spent several
weeks ‘at Melton Mowbray, and at various other
places where the best hunters in England are to be
found ; and, with the following exception, he per-
ceived no alteration in the system of preparing
horses for the hunting field, which has been ho-
noured with the appellation of * Nimrod’s system.”
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The ‘ exception™ consists in the use of cold water
to the legs of hunters in the summer months, to
the extent of two, and sometimes three applications
of it in each day. Its cooling and restorative
effects were described to the author by the Earl of
Chesterfield’s stud-groom, as far to exceed expecta-
tion; and as the remedy is ever at hand, there is
no excuse for not resorting to it as an auxiliary to
condition.

The foot-bucket is also an improvement upon
the common stable pail, for fomenting legs with
hot water, in cases of recent strains, blows, thorns,
or curbs; for, being high and deep, a horse’s leg
remains in it during any appointed time, as he
stands in his stall—if his temper is not irritable,
when, of course, the effect is more powerful than
from the common mode of fomenting, by thg use of
cloths or flannel. In cases of incipient curbs, also,
an embrocation is now applied to them by first-rate
grooms, which almost instantly checks the disease,
enabling the horse to work out the season, at the
end of which severer measures may be taken, if
such be considered necessary.

The writer is also happy to observe, that cases
of horses becoming roarers, without any apparent
cause, are by no means so frequent as they were
three years back. To atmospheric influences were
those unlooked-for cases ascribed—an argument in
favour of as little exposure to them, under unfavour-
able circumstances as can be avoided.
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As to the question, Who was the first horse-
man ? it would be in vain to inquire, for even the
writers of ancient fables do not agree upon the
point. By some it is pretended that Bellerophon
first mounted a horse ; that Pelethronius first
bridled him ; that he was harnessed by Erichtho-
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nius, and fought upon by the Centaurs of Thessaly.
But, quitting fiction, we learn from the Sacred
Writings, that to Egypt we are indebted for the
equestrian art, from which country, by the aid of
the colonists who emigrated from it and from
Pheenicia, it was introduced into Greece, (perhaps
by Erichthonius, fourth king of Attica,) where it
attained to great perfection. Although there was
no cavalry employed in the Trojan war, equestrian-
ism must have been much practised and well under-
stood in Homer’s time, which is at once proved by
a reference to his works. In the fifth book of the
Odyssey, the shipwrecked Ulysses, tossed by the
waves on a plank, is compared to a skilful horse-
man on an unruly steed ; and in the fifteenth Iliad,
we find one man managing four horses at once,
leaping from the back of one to another, at their
full speed. Herodotus (in T%alia) speaks of hunt-
ing on horseback in the time of Darius, even de-
scending to the particulars of an accident in the
field to the noble satrap of Persia ; and likewise the
same writer (in Melpomene) mentions the Amazo-
nian women hunting with their husbands on horse-
back. Xenophon also says that Cyrus did so,
when he exercised himself and his horses. Again,
with reference to those early times, we should not
pass over the introduction of horses and horseman-
ship into the public games of Greece, and particu-
larly the Olympic Games, which, according to an
expression of Pindar, as far transcended all the
others as gold is superior to the baser metals.
From the same authority we learn, that the
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Ethiopians and inhabitants of India, as cavalry,
formed part of the expedition of Xerxes against
the Greeks. But it appears that the Arabs and
the Parthians, who afterwards became so famous
for their equestrian accomplishments, were ignorant
of the art at the period in question ; at least both
these nations fought under Xerxes, the former on
camels, and the latter on foot. The Persians were
more celebrated for their horses than for their rid-
ing. According to Athenmus, they were more
solicitous of their ease and safety, than anxious for
reputation of boldness and dexterity in horseman-
ship. The Scythians and the Sarmatians were both
famous about this period, as well for their breed of
horses as for their skill in riding them. In fact,
so renowned were the former people, that, accord-
ing to Gibbon, they were supposed by strangers to
perform the ordinary duties of civil life on horse-
back ; “to eat, to drink, and even sleep, without
dismounting from their steeds.”

The people of Mauritania, Numidia, Massilia,
Nasamonia, and other adjacent parts, are also
spoken of as having possessed breeds of excellent
horses, but were still more distinguished for their
singular mode of managing them (on the authority
of Livy and Cewsar) without the aid of a bridle,
and even in battle by means of a small switch or
wand, turning them to the left by striking on the
right side of the head, and eice versd; and stopping
them by striking the front of the face. These
practices are also confirmed by Ausonius, who cele-
brates the Emperor Gratian as having excelled in
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them. All we have to remark here is, that we are
glad such practices are abolished, not only on our
own account, but for the sake of horses, who must
have been greatly tortured before they were brought
to such a state of obedience as to be ridden ¢nfrani,
(without bridles,) as Virgil says of the Numidians,
and this in the confusion and excitement of a battle.
There is an elegant passage on this subject in
Lucan’s Pharsalia, descriptive of the several tribu-
tary nations which Juba took into the field in the
cause of Pompey, against Curio’s army, which he
entirely defeated.

“ Autololes, Numideque vagi, semperque paratus
Inculto Geetulus equo,” &ec.

Thus translated by Rowe :—

¢ With him unnumber’d nations march along,
Th’ Autolole, with wild Numidian throng ;
The rough Getulian, with his ruder steed ;
The Moor, resembling India’s swarthy breed ;
Poor N , and G tines join’d ;
With swift Marmaridans, that match the wind ;
The Marax, bred the trembling dart to throw,
Sure as the shaft that leaves the Parthian bow ;
With these Maassilia’s nimble horsemen ride,
They nor the bit, nor curbing rein provide,
But with light rods the well-taught coursers guide ;
From lonely cots the Lybian hunters came,
Who, still unarm’d, invade the salvage game,
And with spread mantles tawny lions tame.”

The Greeks transmitted the art of horsemanship
to the Romans, who soon equalled, if they did not
excel, their instructors ; and nearly one of the first
public acts of their first king was to establish the
equestrian order, the second order in Rome—the
equites, or horsemen, being placed far above the

T
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commonalty, and next to those of the highest quality
and fortune in the state. In short, were proof
wanting that horsemanship, as an accomplishment,
was held in the greatest esteem in the early ages
of the world, it would be found in the fact of the
accomplished Cicero telling his son Marcus, with
the vanity that now and then breaks forth in the
splendid effusions of that great man’s pen, that the
eyes of the world were upon him, on account of his
father’s fame ; and that he had received the praise
of the whole army for his excellence in riding. But
the exercise and art of horsemanship occupied much
of the study and attention of the Roman youth;
and we find Horace inviting them to the practice
of it, in the eighth ode of the first book.
Descending from the heroic ages, in which the
earliest history we possess informs us the art of
horsemanship was in full force and vigour, to com-
paratively modern times, the first notice we find in
our own history of the art of riding horses, is in
the tilts and tournaments ; the earliest mention of
which we find in the French historian Nithard,
who reports, that, at an interview which took place
at Strasburg between Charles the Bald and his
brother Lewis of Germany, the followers of both
these princes fought on horseback ; and, by way of
marking the period, it may be observed, that Charles
the Bald succeeded to the throne of France a.p.
840. Ducange affirms, that these combats were for
some time peculiar to France, and expressly called
French combats, conflictus Gallici. Scarcely any
thing distinct, however, is known about them till
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we find them practised in England, about the year
1140, in the reign of Stephen, after which time
they became general all over Europe, particularly
in England, where they were displayed on all great
occasions. The spots most famous for them in
London, were the Tilt-Yard, near St. James's
Park, and Smithfield ; which the neighbourhood of
the latter place confirms, by the names of the
streets, such as ¢ Gilt-spur,” ¢ Knight-rider,” and
so on. They are also known to have been prac-
tised on the spots now called Cheapside, Barbican,
and Bridewell ; and to have been exhibited in con-
siderable splendour in various parts of the country
besides, which a reference to the highly popular
novel Ivanhoe will show. These were the days
when ¢ to witch the world with noble horseman-
ship” was one of the chief accomplishments of a
gentleman ; in which the management of the horse
and the lance was amongst the principal requisites
of knighthood ; when the contest, both in real and
in mimic war, was decided by the superiority of
such means ; the days of chivalry, in fact, which,
as a well-known historian says of it, in his portrait
of the character of a perfect knight, the accom-
plished Tancred, ¢ inspired the generous senti-
ments and social offices of man, far better than the
base philosophy, or the baser religion of the times.”

Themanége, and more especially the Aigh manege-
riding, is now nearly out of use. As Colonel Peters
observes :—¢ In the riding-houses, for mere plea-
sure, or military purposes, very little of the manége-
riding is requisite. The instructions for a manége
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rider and his horse go far beyond those required
for a military horseman and his horse. The con-
fined airs, cadences, or paces of the manége, are
not calculated for the duty of a pleasure or a mili-
tary horse; the sensitive, delicate hand, and its
aids, of the manége-rider would not do for a soldier.
It should, therefore, be well understood, that, al-
though a soldier’s horse should be quick and ready,
it is not required to have him so much on his
haunches, nor so fine in the mouth, as the manége-
horse must be. If a military horse be put in his
proper equilibrium, it is all that is requisite; he
should not lose that boldness and freedom of action,
which is generally so much admired, and so neces-
sary, in the different duties that a military rider is
called upon to perform.”* We are glad to be
enabled to state, on such high authority as that of
Colonel Peters, that the exercise of the manege is
by no means necessary to the education of the
horse, for any purposes which require his being
trained in the school, as it is impossible to read the
instructions of the masters of that art, as practised
so generally at one time, without being satisfied,
that the greatest severity must have been resorted
to in their lessons. It is a maxim in horseman-
ship, and a good one, ! that a horse must never
do any thing of his own head, but in obedience to
his rider ;™ but to call upon him to force himself
into the unnatural positions which the Manége
d Fecole requires, is, in our opinion, labour very ill
bestowed ; and as for the gracefulness of his action,

* Treatise on Equitation. London : 1835,
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so much insisted upon by the mandge-riders, we
think it is never more fully displayed by him than
when nearly in his natural state. There is, how-
ever, we admit, something pleasing in the associa-
tions of the horse highly caparisoned, as well as the
airs of the manege, with grand and imposing spec-
tacles ; and there are several passages in the third
Georgic of Virgil, which show that the manége was
. found out earlier than many persons may imagine.

Not only is good horsemanship well suited to the
pith and nerve of the English character, but it has
always been considered as one of the corporeal ac-
complishments of a gentleman. Thus Clarendon,
in his character of the Duke of Newcastle of his
day, says of him, that ‘“ he was a very fine gentle-
man, active, and full of courage, and most accom-
plished in those qualities of Aorsemanskip, dancing,
and fencing, which accompany a good breeding ; in
which his delight was.” But there are other than
mere personal advantages attending good horseman-
ship. It is the habitual contempt of danger that
ennobles the profession of the soldier; and horse-
manship, as practised in England at present, and
with the esprit de corps of the several hunts, tends
much to the same end. Those who pursue it in
the field, learn to expose themselves to danger with
less reluctance, are less anxious to get out of it, or
given to lose their presence of mind when in it, than
persons whose pursuits have been of a different
turn ; in fact, it may be said to increase natural
courage. Such persons, again, as merely ride on
horseback for exercise, find in it the great preser-
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vative of health. Nay, more than this, persons of
tender constitutions have surmounted the weakness
of their nature entirely, by horse-exercise and hunt-
ing; in proof of which, many cases could be quoted.
The following, of a patient of the celebrated Dr.
Sydenham, is perhaps as conclusive as any other :—
A gentleman, a relation of the Doctor’s, who was
brought so low by consumption, that there appeared
to be no possibility of a recovery by medicine, was
induced by him to try horse-exercise, and a journey
to his native country. On leaving London, he was
so weak as to be lifted on his horse, and was refu-
sed admittance to the first inn he stopped at, being
supposed to be in a dying state. Notwithstanding,
he persisted in riding, by easy stages, to Exeter,
and gained so much strength by the way, that
though one day his horse lay down with him in
some water, and he was forced to pass many hours
in his wet clothes, he not only sustained no harm
by the accident, but arrived at Exeter greatly re-
covered. Thinking he had gained his point, he
left off horse-exercise, and had a relapse; but, on
betaking himself again to the saddle, he obtained a
perfect recovery. The writer of this article, in one
of his hunting tours, says, * My time was almost
divided between my saddle and my bed; but I
never knew what it was to be fatigned when I lived
temperately, and went early to rest. Indeed, such
a life bade defiance to disease. A celebrated phy-
gician of the last century used to recommend riding
on horseback to his patients. ¢ Live,’ said he, ¢in
a saddle.’ That riding is the most wholesome of
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all exercises, I have little doubt. Despite of all
the vile stuff that finds its road down his throat,
who ever heard of a bilious post-boy?!” To this
might be added, the no small advantage a person
mounted on horseback derives, from breathing a
purer air than when on foot, and consequently
nearer to the ground. The salutary effect of the
motion of a horse, also, on a sluggish or diseased
liver, is acknowledged by all medical men.

We shall now take a view of horsemanship in
the only forms in which it is at present applied to
any useful or pleasurable purposes—namely, mili-
tary, hunting, racing, and on the road ; leaving the
art of instructing horses for the Circus to those who
find it profitable to fit them for it, which we admit
they do to very great perfection, though we fear
not without the necessary privation and punish-
ment unavoidable in such kind of instruction; or,
in other words, in making animals perform far
more, we conceive, than the Creator of them ever
intended they should perform.

The military seat approaches nearer than any
other to that of the manége ; and, by reason of the
horse-soldier having, in general, but one hand to
hold his bridle with, is one which gives him great
command over his horse, without disturbing his
seat. He sits well down in his saddle, on his fork,
or twist, with his body erect, and in perfect equili-
brium with his horse ; his legs well stretched down
the sides, with a firm pressure of the calves, as
well as of the knees and thighs, and the feet firm
in the stirrups. But it is not by any one of these
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aids that he becomes a good horseman. He must
be in perfect unison, as it were, with his horse’s
actions and paces, to maintain a good and graceful
seat ; and, in proportion to the just balance of his
body, will he be able to have a steady hand, a point
of vast importance to the dragoon. The import-
ance of this balance, and keeping himself in a pro-
per equilibrium with his horse, is increased by the
fact of his not being allowed to rise to the horse'’s
trot, and therefore requiring a still finer use of the
bridle hand. * The man who rides with the aid of
the proper equilibrium,” says Colonel Peters, « will,
in case of necessity, know when to apply the strength
he has retained with a steady, light hand, and
govern every motion according as he finds it neces-
sarv for his purpose; play light with his own
weight upon the saddle (by a gentle spring in the
instep of both feet on the stirrups,) with an easy
pressure of both thighs, knees, and calves of the
legs. When the horse jumps or plunges, then
these aids are also requisite to keep the seat ; but,
in an easy, steady pace forward, it is most parti-
cularly to be pointed out to a young man, and can-
not be too often repeated, that, to become an easy,
elegant, or proper horseman, he must learn to ride
with comfort and pleasure to his horse as well as
to himself; he must learn to seek his balance from
his hip upwards, to keep the body with a slight
inclination backwards from the perpendicular, and
balance himself thus gradually on his horse in all
the different paces; which, of course, cannot be
expected all at once. A man that rides by the
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force of his knees alone, shaking his arms and
hands, although he rides his distance in the same
period of time that the good rider would, yet he
cannot .be said to ride his horse, or to have any
part of his body in the proper equilibrium ; but
the man who rides his horse with a light, steady
hand, and elastic body (which, when disturbed
even, has the power of restoring itself to its former
seat,) in unison with the horse’s action, may be
truly said to ride in the proper equilibrium.”

It would much exceed the limits of this article,
were we to enter into the detail of the military
riding-school ; neither is such a task necessary,
from the number of works that have been published
on the subject, and also from the various changes
in the system that are perpetually occurring, ac-
cording with the fashion of the day. We shall
proceed, then, at once to the general principles of
horsemanship, as applicable to the road, the hunt-
ing-field, and the race-course, commencing with the
road.

Mounting.—The act of mounting may be called
the first step in practical horsemanship. With
horses perfectly quiet, it matters little in what man-
ner we approach them; but in every thing that
relates to horses, a certain precaution is necessary.
Let the person who is about to mount, then, walk
up to his horse, not directly in his face, lest he may
alarm him, nor behind him, lest he may strike at
him, which he would thus give him an opportunity
of doing. Let him rather approach him on the
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left side, over against his shoulder, inclining some-
thing more to his head than to his flank. In the
summer time, when the flies are troublesome, this
caution is not ill bestowed, because the quietest
horses will sometimes strike out, sidewards, after
the manner of cows, to rid themselves of their tor-
mentors ; and many a man has been injured in the
abdomen, or thigh, from this cause. Old writers
on horsemanship recommend the horseman, when
about to place himself in the saddle, after having
put the left foot firmly into the stirrup, to take the
reins and the pummel of the saddle in his left
hand, and laying his right hand fast upon the hin-
der part of the saddle, thus to spring into his seat.

We should prefer his taking a lock of the mane,
together with the reins, into the left hand ; be-
cause, if he be a man of any considerable weight, his
having recourse to the saddle for all the assistance
he may require, would be very likely to displace it,
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especially as no horse in the hands of a good horse-
man is now tightly girthed.

When he is mounted, the proper adjustment of
his reins is the next thing to be attended to. Ifa
* single-rein bridle, he has nothing to do but to draw
the reins with his right hand through his left, till
he finds he has got hold of his horse’s mouth equally
on both sides of it, when he shuts the left hand,
letting the little finger separate the two reins. The
same should be done with a double-rein bridle, only
observing, as they are drawn through the hand,
that the horse’s mouth is to be consulted, as to
whether that attached to the bridoon or to the bit is
the one required to be first acted upon. Many an
inexperienced horseman has met with accidents
from want of a proper discrimination as to the right
use of the reins, when mounted on high-spirited
horses, with finely made, that is to say, highly sus-
ceptible mouths, and unused to a rough hand. The
bridle reins should be held at a convenient length ;
for, if short, they will discompose the attitude of
the body, by pulling the left shoulder forward ;
and they should be held with a firm grasp, dividing
them, as before mentioned, with the little finger.
When a horse pulls at his rider, he should advance
his arm a little, but not the shoulder, towards the
horse’s head, raising his hand towards his breast,
and the lower part of the palm rather than the
upper; but he should not shorten the rein in his
hand, if he can command his horse without it, or
he may lose the proper appui, or bearing of his
mouth. Old writers recommend the bridle-hand
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to be held perpendicular, the thumb being upper-
most, and placed on the bridle. Modern practice
is in favour of the knuckles being uppermost. The
perpendicular hand may do very well in the school,
or with the severe bit of the highly-drilled dragoon -
horse; but no man could ride a free-going race-
horse over a course, or a hasty hunter over a coun-
try, in that form.

In dismounting a horse, the bridle and mane
should be held together in the left hand, in the same
manner as in mounting. Unless the horseman be
very active, he may put his right hand on the pum-
mel of the saddle, to raise himself, previously to
throwing his right leg back over the horse; when,
by grasping the hinder part of the saddle with the
right hand, he lets himself down with ease. The
right leg, however, should not be bent at the knee,
or the spur may strike the horse’s side, in the act
of being thrown backward.

The first step towards perfection in a horseman,
is to know and to feel how his horse is going; but
this must be the result of some practice and expe-
rience. A horse may not only gallop false, that is
to say, if going to the right he leads with the left
leg, or, if going to the left, he leads with the right ;
but he is at times what is called disunited, that is,
he leads with the opposite leg behind, to that which
he leads with before. In both these cases, either
in the school, or in his exercise, he must be stop-
ped, and put off again properly. The method of
effecting this, is by approaching your outward leg,
and putting your hand outwards ; still keeping the
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inward rein the shorter, and the horse’s head in-
wards, if possible; and if he should still resist,
then bend, and pull his head outwards also; but
replace it again, bent properly inwards, the moment
he goes off true. A horse is said to be disunited
to the right, when going to the right, and conse-
quently leading with the right leg before, he leads
with the left leg bekind ; and is said to be disunited
to the left, when going to the left, and consequently
leading with the left leg before, he leads with the
right behind. A horse may at the same time be
both false and disunited; in correcting each of
which faults, the same method must be used. He
is both false and disunited to the right, when, in
going to the right, he leads with the left leg before,
and the right behind ; notwithstanding that hinder
leg be with propriety more forward under his belly
than the left, because the horse is working to the
right. And he is false and disunited to the left,
when, in going to the left, he leads with the right
leg before, and the left behind ; notwithstanding,
‘a8 above, that hinder leg be with propriety more
forward under his belly than the right, because the
horse is working to the left. A horse will also occa-
sionally both trot and walk false.

Although the foregoing remarks apply princi-
pally to the working of a horse in a circle, or in the
school ; yet, as all horses will occasionally get
disunited in their action, when going straightfor-
ward, it is very necessary that horsemen should
know when they become so, and be able to set them
right. Such action is extremely unpleasant to the
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rider; and likewise so much so to horses them-
selves, that they will not continue in it long, but
generally quit it of their own accord.

Tae Sear.—It was well observed by Don Quixote,
in one of his lectures to Sancho, that the seat on a
horse makes some people look like gentlemen, and
others like grooms. But a wonderful improvement
has taken place within the last half century in the
seat on horseback, of all descriptions of persons,
and effected chiefly by the simple act of giving the
rider a few more inches of stirrup-leather. No
gentleman now, and very few servants, are to be
seen with short stirrups, and consequently, a bent-
knee, which, independently of its unsightliness,
causes uneasiness to the horse as well as to his
rider; whose knees being lifted above the skirts of
the saddle, deprive him of the assistance of the clip,
by his thighs and legs. The short stirrup-leather,
however, was adopted with the idea of its giving
relief to the horse, although a moment’s considera-
tion would have proved the contrary, and for this
reason ; the point of union between a man and his
horse, as well as the centre of action, lies just be-
hind the shoulder-blades, which, as must be ap-
parent to every one, is the strongest part of the
horse’s body, and where the sack of wheat or flour
is placed by the farmer, or the miller. With short
stirrup-leathers, the seat of the rider is thrown
further back on the saddle, instead of being exactly
in the centre of it, and consequently his weight
thrown upon the part approaching the loins, the
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weakest part of the body, and very easily injured.
From the same mistaken notion was the saddle
formerly placed nearly a hand’s-breadth from the
shoulders, which, of course, added to the mischief ;
but modern practice has entirely remedied this, as
it is now placed as near as possible to the shoulder-
bones, so as not to interfere with the action of
them.

Next to the advantages of a good seat to the
horse, stands the ease and elegance of it in the
rider. In the first place, what is natural is easy,
and there must be no formal stiffness of the body
of a man, or of a woman, who wishes to look well
on horseback. When we see a man sitting as up-
right as if he were impaled, and his body not ap-
pearing to yield at all to the motion of his horse,
we cannot fancy his having a good hand upon him,
because he cannot be in unison with him in his
action ; neither can he be firm in his seat. But to
some persons a good seat is denied by their shape
and make. For example, a man with short legs
with large calves, and very round thighs, cannot
sit 8o close to his saddle, as another whose legs are
thinner and longer, and of course yield him a firmer
clip ; and whose thighs, instead of being round, are
hollowed out on the inside, as we see in the form
of our most eminent jockeys. The seat of the
short-legged, large-calved, round-thighed man, has
been jocularly termed the ¢ wash-ball seat,” and
not inaptly neither, for, like a wash-ball in a basin,
he is seldom at rest in his saddle, from the absence
of a proper clip. The thighs, in fact, are a most
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essential part of the horseman in giving him a good,
graceful, and strong seat, as on the form of them
depends greatly the good or bad position of the
knee, which is a point of the utmost importance,
not only to the eye, but to the firmness of his seat.
The thighs, in fact, should be applied to the saddle
and to the sides of the horse, chiefly by their inner
surfaces, or the knees and toes would be too much
out; and although the line is by no means re-
quired to be perpendicular, yet the shoulder, the
hip, the knee, and the foot, should not deviate too
far from it, to render a seat perfect. When this
is the case, we may be certain the disposition of
the thighs and legs is correct, as they will hang
down sufficiently straight, and without force or re-
straint ; which can never be the case, unless the
body of the rider is placed evenly on the saddle,
opening his knees a little, whereby his fork will
come lower in the saddle, giving him the appear-
ance, as Shakspeare expresses it, of being * in-
corpsed and demi-natured with the brave beast.”
The position of the foot of the horseman is ma-
terial both to comfort, safety, and elegance. In the
old style of riding, the heels were turned outwards, )
which, of course, threw the toes inwards, and very
near to, as well as parallel with, the shoulders of
the horse ; but this is all wrong. The toes should
be turned a little outward and upward, which the
slight opening of the knee induces. No animal,
human or brute, can look well, or exert its strength
well, with toes turned in, and the position is con-
trary to every thing approaching to elegance.
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The position of the foot in the stirrup, however,
varies with the pursuits of the horseman. The
soldier always, the rider for pleasure, or on the
road, generally, rests on the ball of the foot, with
a gentle play of the instep. But the man who rides
after hounds, and the jockey when he rides a race,
find it necessary to have the foot more home in the
stirrup, with the toes turned a little upward, as
well as a little outward. The advantages of all this
are two-fold. First, it gives them more power over
their horses, by furnishing them with a more sub-
stantial fulcrum ; and, secondly, to the man follow-
ing hounds, it is a great security against the foot
being chucked out of the stirrup, by the seat being
disturbed in a leap, or from any of those causes
which perpetually occur in crossing a country.

Great as has been the alteration for the better
in the seat of Englishmen, in general, by increas-
ing the length of the stirrup-leathers, and thereby
placing them more properly in the saddle; yet, in
the schools of the military this system has been
said to have been carried too far, so as to endanger
the safety of the rider. Indeed, both Hippocrates
and Galen speak of a disease which, in their time,
was occasioned by long and frequent riding, with
the legs hanging down without any support, stir-
raps then not being in use. How it happened that
an advantage so obvious was so long in being made
available, is not for us here to inquire ; but we con-
sider the support of the stirrup to be the sine qua
non of the management and services of the saddle
horse, for all essential purposes. Nevertheless its

u
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most essential use is confined to Great Britain
alone, and that is, in enabling the horseman to rise
in his saddle to meet the action of the horse in his
trot, by which means a pace, otherwise most dis-
agreeable and fatiguing, is rendered nearly the
pleasantest of any. So long as the demi-pique
saddle was in use, in which the horseman was so
deep-seated, and trussed up as to make falling al-
most impossible ; and he rode, as Sir Walter Scott
made King James to ride, * a horse keeping his
haunches under him, and seldom, even on the most
animating occasions of the chase, stretching for-
ward beyond the managed pace of the academy ;"
pressure on the stirrup might have been dispensed
with, but with the saddles of the present day, and
the more natural action of the horse, we consider it
quite indispensable. It is indeed to the disuse of
this practice in France, and other parts of the
Continent, where rising in the stirrups is seldom
resorted to even on the hardest trotting horses,
that is to be attributed the almost rare occurrence
of persons riding any distance, or at a quick rate,
for pleasure. To this peculiar system in our horse-
manship also are we indebted for our rapid style
of posting, as without it post-boys could not endure
the fatigue the action of a horse creates, especially
in hot weather, over a fifteen miles’ stage, at the
rate of ten or twelve miles an hour, without a mo-
ment’s intermission ; whereas, by means of it, he
performs that task with comparative ease and com-
fort. The objection to it on the part of foreigners
lies in the fancied inelegance, if not indecency, of
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the motion, which we consider not worthy of an
argument ; but of this we are certain, that what is
called ¢ riding hard,” that is, not rising in the
stirrups, in the trot, nor leaning any weight upon
them in the gallop, or canter, must be extremely
distressing to horses, and especially to such as
carry high weights.

Previously to our describing the various kinds
of seat, it is necessary to observe, that how well
soever a man may be placed upon his horse, his
performance upon him will mainly depend on the
use he makes of his hands. It is on this account
that old writers on horsemanship have dwelt upon
the difficulty of the art, rendered more so, in their
time, when the airs of the manége formed part of
it. The fact, however, is notorious, that not more
than one man in a hundred of those who have been
riding horses all their lives, has what is called “a
good hand upon his horse,” much less a fine one,
which falls to the lot of but few. When, however,
we consider first, that the hand of the rider is to
the horse what the helm is to the ship, that it
guides his motions and directs his course ; and,
secondly, that we have recourse to a severe and
cutting instrument, acting upon so sensible and
totally unprotected a part as the natural mouth of
a horse muat be, it is at once apparent, that not
only a fine hand, with an easy bit, must be most
agreeable, and, at the same time, most serviceable
to the horse, in any thing he is called on to per-
form, but that it constitutes the very essence of
fine horsemanship. It has been before observed,
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that a horse’s ear has been figuratively said to lie
in his mouth, and no doubt he receives the instruc-
tion from his rider chiefly through that medium.
How material, then, is it that it should be con-
veyed to him in a manner in which he is not only
most likely to understand it, but in one the least
disposed to irritate him ¢ How often have we seen
a horse fractious and unpleasant both to his rider
and himself, when ridden by an indifferent horse-
man, (allowing him even a good seat,) but going
placidly and pleasantly when mounted by another
with a low and fine hand, which appears to sympa-
thise with all his motions and all his wishes. It
is here that Art becomes the handmaid of Nature ;
and it is the assistance which it is in the power of
a jockey with a fine hand to give to a horse, which
alone exhibits the superiority of ome horse over
another in kimself equally good.

Whence this superiority of hand arises, it is
very difficult to determine, particularly as the want
of it is so frequently apparent in men possessing
equally good seats on their horses. From the
well-known fact that it is an accomplishment,
which in thousands and ten thousands of cases
never can be acquired by the practice and expe-
rience of a long life, we may almost consider it to
be, like the poets, an ex re matd property in the
human composition, and thus sought for in vain by
those to whom nature has denied it. That it is
intimately connected with the nervous influence of
the touch is obvious, from its being the result of
the action of the hand and arm ; and it is in being
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delicately alive to every motion of the horse, that
the excellence of a good hand consists. That it is
associated with the good or bad state of the diges-
tive organs, is proved by the necessity all persons
find, who are called upon to excel in horsemanship,
of living temperately, and keeping early hours.
That it is the greatest security to the horseman,
under all circumstances in which he can be placed,
is also shown by the numerous instances we meet
with, of some persons being enabled to ride horses
over every variety of ground, and in all paces, with
security ; but which, with others mnot equally
gifted, are constantly getting into scrapes, either
by falling on the road, running into fences in the
field, bolting out of the course in a race, or falling
backwards when rearing, which latter accident
arises, in most cases, from a rough unskilful hand.

Seat on THE Roap.—Of the various, and too
often fatal accidents that occur to horsemen, the
majority occur on the road. The reason of this is
obvious. They are generally, with the exception
of cases of inebriation, the result of horses running
away with their riders, and either coming in con-
tact with something in their course, which suddenly
stops their career, when either one or both are
thrown headlong to the ground. Accidents of this
description are very frequently attended with the
most serious consequences, and show the necessity
of persons who get on horseback being capable of
commanding their horse. Next, come accidents
from horses falling on the road, which are often
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attended with fracture of limbs, if not loss of life,
chiefly, perhaps, from the hard nature of the ground
on which the horse and his rider are thrown; for,
if a twentieth part of the falls sportsmen get in the
field, their horses so frequently falling upon them,
were to occur upon hard ground, the danger in
hunting would put a stop to it. Falls from horses
starting, only happen to persons who have a loose
seat, and such should ride none but horses free
from that fault. But the greatest safeguard on
the road, next to a firm seat, is derived from the
hand of the rider, who should never trust himself
entirely to his horse, however safe he may consider
him. He may tread on a rolling stone ; the ground
may give way from under him ; he may step into a
hole ; or, by the effect of sudden alarm, he may
lose the centre of gravity, and then, in all or either
of these cases, the fall is worse, by reason of his
getting no assistance from the rider, which he may
have looked for, until past recovery, when he
comes to the ground with a crash. We therefore
recommend persons who ride the road, always to
feel their horses’ mouths lightly, by which means
not only will the proper equilibrium be sustained,
and they will be carried better for it, (for, observe,
a horse with a weight upon his back, and one with-
out a weight upon his back, are by no means in
relative positions,) but, should a false step be made,
the aid of the rider being tnstantly at hand, is nearly
certain to recover him. By which rein the mouth
should be felt, supposing the bridle to consist of a
bit and a bridoon, must depend on the sensibility -
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of it, although, by changing the pressure from one
to the other, the mouth is kept fresher and more
lively than when one only is used, and especially if
that one should be the bit. There is a certain, but
not a large proportion of horses, that are rideable
for all purposes on the snaffle only, whose mouths
are generally kept fresh by the light pressure they
receive. These are perfect mouths ; but, neverthe-
less, horses that have them in this perfection,
should not be left quite to themselves in any one
pace.

Previously to the general use of stage-coaches
and railways, road-riding was much more in use
than it is at present; and immense distances were
travelled over in a day by graziers, horse and cattle
dealers, racing jockeys, and others, whose habits of
being so much on horseback rendered them superior
to fatigue. A hundred miles, from sun-rise to
sun-set on the same horse, was no uncommon day’s
work, and this when the roads were in a very dif-
ferent condition from that in which they now are,
abounding in ruts and quarters, so that horses
were travelling over half their ground, either on a
narrow ridge, between two ruts, or over loose un-
broken stones; and these were the days in which
really good roadsters fetched large prices, as only
horses with very good legs and feet could stand
this work long, or be depended upon as to safety.
But all modern feats of men on horseback, or
indeed the feats of any other period, on the
authenticity of which we can rely, retire into the
shade before that performed in the year 1831,
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by George Osbaldeston, Esq. of Ebberston Hall,
Yorkshire, over Newmarket Heath, who rode two
hundred miles in nine hours and twenty minutes,
winning his Herculean match with forty minutes
in hand! As may be supposed, he was not re-
stricted to the number of horses, which consisted
of thirteen, then in training on the heath ; but he
rode one of them, Mr. Gulley’s Tranby, by Black-
lock, sixteen miles, at four four-mile heats. Mr.
Osbaldeston, also celebrated for his bold and judi-
cious riding to hounds, appeared very little fatigued;
and, after the use of the warm bath, and a short
repose, joined in the festivities of the evening, and
did not retire to rest till an hour after midnight.
An easy seat in the saddle is very important to
persons who ride many hours in succession on the
road. To accomplish this the following rules should
be observed :—To sit well down in the middle of
the saddle, with just that length of stirrup leathers
that will allow of the fork clearing the pummel of
the saddle ; for a greater length than this would
add to the fatigue of a journey, and lessen the
rider’s command over his horse. On the other
hand, short stirrup leathers create fatigue by con-
tracting the knees, and thereby adding to the exer-
tion of rising to the action of the horse in the trot,
which should chiefly proceed from a gentle play of
the instep. The body of the rider should incline
forward in the trot, as, by forming a proper coun-
terpoise, the movement of the horse is facilitated ;
and, above all things, steadiness of seat is required
or the latter will be much incommoded in his ac-
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tion. So distressing, indeed, is a swaggering un-
steady seat, that it is a well-established, though
not a universally known fact, that horses will carry
some persons of considerably greater weight than
others, long distances on the road, or over a coun-
try in hunting, with less fatigue to themselves,
solely because they ride them with a firm seat and
an easy hand. In a long day’s journey on the
road, great relief is given to a horse by now.and
then dismounting from his back, and leading him
a few hundred yards ; as also by frequent sips of
water, particularly if the weather be hot. As to
Jrequent baiting of a hackney in a day’s journey,
the practice is not recommended. In a journey of
sixty miles, he should only be stopped once, but
then it should be for at least two hours, during
one hour of which time he should, if possible, be
shut up in a plentifully littered stall. It is well
known that a horse in good condition would per-
form this distance without hurting him, if he were
not baited at all, but we are far from recommending
the practice. Short stops, however, on the road
are injurious rather than beneficial, and teach horsex
to hang towards every public-house they pass by
in their journey.

Most horses should be ridden long distances on
the road, in double-reined bridles, and all should
be ridden with spurs. Should they flag, or become
leg-weary towards the end of a day, the use of the
curb may be the means of avoiding falls; and, by
the gentle application of the spur, a sort of false,

X



242 HORSEMANSHIP.

that is, more than natural, action is created, which
will have the same beneficial effect. As to the
rate at which horses should be put on the road,
that is a point so much under the control of circum-
stances, that no line can be drawn respecting it ;
but our experience assures us, that if a horse has
to perform the distance we have already taken as a
fair day’s work, namely, sixty miles, under not a
very heavy man, he would perform it with more
ease to himself, and feel less from it the following
day, if he travelled at the rate of seven or eight
miles in the hour, than less. In the first place,
this rate of speed is no great exertion to a horse of
good action, and also in good condition; and, in
the next, by performing his day’s work in less time
than if he travelled slower, he gets sooner to rest,
and is, of course, sooner fit to go to work again.
Let it, however, be observed, that he should have
two hours quiet rest in the middle of the journey,
which will enable him to perform it without fatigue.
But we do not recommend this rate of travelling,
when a much greater extent of ground is before us.
If a horse is to be ridden two or three hundred
miles or more, he ought not to travel, in the best
of weather, more than from thirty to forty miles
per day, and he should rest the entire of the fifth
day, or he will become leg-weary, hit his legs, or
perhaps fall. We are of course alluding to valuable
horses, with which extra expense is not to be put
into the scale against the risk of injuring them.
The earlier travelling horses, in the summer parti-
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cularly, start in the morning, the better, that they
may get their day’s journey over in good time, and
be early shut up for the night.

In riding a journey, be not so attentive to your
horse’s nice carriage of himself, as to your encou-
ragement of him, and keeping him in good hu-
mour. Raise his head ; but if he flags, you may
indulge him with bearing a little more upon the
bit than you would suffer in an airing. If a horse
is lame, tender-footed, or tired, he naturally hangs
on his bridle. On a journey, therefore, his mouth
will depend greatly on the goodness of his feet. Be
very careful, then, about his feet, and not let a far-
rier spoil them. To this it may be added, that, as
horses often fall on the road, from the state of their
shoes being neglected ; in journeys, and on hot and
dusty roads especially, the feet as well as the shoes
demand care. They should be stopped every night
with moist clay, or, what is better, wetted tow,
which, whilst it cools and moistens the foot, acts
beneficially, by causing pressure to the sensible sole
and the frog.

Tue Huntine Sear.—Next to that of a jockey,
on whose skill in the saddle thousands of pounds
may be depending, the seat of the fox-hunter is
most essential of any connected with amusement.
He must not only be firm in his saddle, to secure
himself against falls when his horse is in the act of
leaping, but he must unite with a firm and steady
seat a light and delicate hand, to enable him to
make the most of his horse, as well as to preserve
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himself as much as possible against danger. His
position in the saddle should resemble that which
we have recommended for the road, with the excep-
tion of the length of his stirrup leathers, and the
position of his foot in the stirrup irons. The for-
mer, the length of stirrup leather, should depend
on the form and action of his horse, as well as the
nature of the country he has to ride over. With
a horse very well up in his forehand, with his
haunches well under him, and going perfectly col-
lected and within himself, his stirrup leathers may
be long enough to admit of the knee being very
nearly straight, and the foot resting on the ball.
But, on the other hand, if his horse be somewhat
low in his forehand (which many first-rate hunters
are,) with very powerful action in his hind-quar-
ters ; if ridden in hilly countries, or if at all dis-
posed to be a puller, he will require to be at least
two holes shorter in his stirrups ; and his foot will -
be firmer if placed ¢ home™ in them, instead of
resting on the balls. Above all things, he must
acquire a firm, close, and well-balanced seat in his
saddle, which is not merely necessary in leaping,
but in galloping over every description of ground.
A swagging seat in the last mentioned act is suffi-
ciently bad to make a great difference to a hunter
in a severe chase; but when we picture to our-
selves a horse alighting on the ground, after having
cleared a high fence, and his rider alighting two or
three seconds afterwards in his saddle, so far for-
ward, perhaps, as to fall beyond the pillars of sup-
port, or backwards behind the centre of action and
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the part (just behind the shoulders) which ought
to form the junction between the rider and his
horse, we can readily imagine how distressing it
must be to the latter, and how much a large fence,
8o taken, must exhaust him over and above what
would be the case if he had had the assistance of a
firm hand to support him on alighting ; but which,
with such a seat as we have been describing, no
man can possess. The first requisite, then, for a
person who follows hounds is the combination of a
light hand with a firmn seat ; and fortunate is it for
his horse, as well as for himself, if he possess it to
the degree required to constitute a fine horseman,
over a country.

But as the science of war cannot be learned per-
fectly by any thing short of experience in the field,
neither can the art of horsemanship, as far as the
sportsman is concerned, be learned perfectly in the
riding-school or the academy. If our own obser-
vation did not confirm this fact, it would appear
evident, from the variety of situations in which the
man following hounds may be placed, in one indivi-
dual run; and we will endeavour to enumerate
them. First, there is galloping at very nearly full
speed, not over turf as smooth as a carpeted floor,
and with nothing beyond a daisy’s head to come in
contact with the horse’s feet, but (cursu undoso)
over every description and every variety of ground ;
over the high ridge and across the deep furrow ;
over ground studded with ant-hills, which,. unlike
the mole-hill, are often as hard as if they had been
baked in an oven ; over stones and flints, the latter
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so sharp as frequently to sever the sinews of a
horse’s leg so completely as to cause his toe to turn
upwards, when his throat must be cut on the spot ;
over grips covered by weeds, and thus, if visible to
the horseman, too often invisible to his horse ; over
deep under-drains, with rotten coverings, which
frequently give way, and let in a horse nearly to
his shoulders ; down steep hills, stonylanes, through
deep sloughs and treacherous bogs; and all this
very frequently on infirm legs, as those of hunters
which have been long in work are very apt to be.
Next come the * fences,” as all obstacles to the
follower of hounds are mow technically termed ;
and let us just see of what they are composed.
There is the new and stiff gate, with always five,
and sometimes six bars, and each bar, perhaps, as
firm against the force or weight of a horse and his
rider as if it were made of wrought iron. Then
there is the nobleman or gentleman’s park-paling,
full six feet high, and too often a turnpike road on
the other side to alight on. The stiff four-barred
stile, generally to be taken from a narrow and slip-
pery foot-path, and not unfrequently on the de-
clivity of a hill. The double post and rail fence, as
it is called, too much to be cleared at one leap, in
which case the horse has to leap the second rails
from the top of a narrow bank, and sometimes from
out of a ditch which is cut between them. Every
now and then, in the rich grazing countries, which
are far the best for hunting, and in which hounds
run faster than in others, there is the ox-fence,
which may thus be described: If taken from one
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side of it, there is, first, a ditch, then a thick and
strong black-thorn hedge, and about two yards be-
yond it, on the landing side, is a very strong rail,
placed to prevent feeding bullocks from running
into the hedge, to avoid the estrum, or gadfly, in
the summer. This fence, covering a great space of
ground, must be taken at once, or not at all, from
either side on which it is approached. In these
countries, from the goodness of the land, the black
thorn attains great strength ; but in places where
it happens to become weak, instead of the ox-fence,
four strong rails are put, which, in addition to the
ditch, makes also rather an awful fence ; at least,
if a horse do not clear it, he must fall, as the rails
very rarely will give way. Some of these hedges
being impracticable, from their thickness, the sporte-
man makes his way to one corner of the field, where
he finds a flight of very high and strong rails, but
without a ditch ; and every now and then a sheep-
fold. The former is somewhat of a more severe
fence than it appears to be, owing to the ground on
each side of it being either poached by cattle, or,
what is worse, rendered slippery by sheep, which
are driven into the corner to be examined by the
shepherd, in the case of there not being a sheep-
fold in the field. The shecp-fold, or sheep-pen, as
it i8 called in Leicestershire, is a still more serious
undertaking. To get into it, the horse must leap
four strong bars, about the average height of gates,
and then, with a very short space to turn himself
round in, must do the same thing to get out of it.
Next comes the brook, from twelve to twenty feet
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in width, often bank-full, and sometimes overflow-
ing its banks, which are often hollow, and generally
rotten. In most of our best countries, few runs of
extent take place without a brook, or brooks, being
to be crossed; and no description of obstacle to
which the sportsman is subject in crossing a coun-
try is the cause of so many disasters.

In what are termed the Provincial Hunting
Countries, in contradistinction to Leicestershire,
and the other chiefly grazing countries, timber,
with the exception of stiles, and now and then
gates, is not so frequent, nor is the ox-fence to be
seen at all; but there is comparatively more fenc-
ing, though chiefly hedges and ditches. In many
of these, Dorsetshire in particular, the fences are
generally what is termed double ; that is, there is
a ditch on each side of the hedge, which it requires
a horse to be prepared for, by receiving, if not his
education, a good deal of instruction in the country.
In other parts of England, Cheshire and Lanca-
shire, for example, we find fences that require an
apprenticeship. They consist of a hedge and ditch,
not of large dimensions, but in consequence of the
former being planted on a cop, or bank, a horse
must land himself on the cop before he can get his
footing to clear the fence, provided the hedge be
on the rising side. Were he to spring at it from
the level of the field, and clear the bank, together
with the hedge and ditch, the exertion would be
so great as soon to exhaust his powers. Those
fences require horses very active and ready with
their hinder-legs, and also riders with good hands.
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In all strong, plough-countries, as our fine loams
and clays are termed by sportsmen, hedges with
ditches (for the most part only one ditch) prevail.
For height and width they are not equal, by much,
to those of the grazing districts, but circumstances
render them equally difficult and trying to the
skill of a horseman, and the judgment of his horse,
and oftentimes still more so. In the grazing dis-
tricts, although the fence is large (brooks excepted)
the ground on the rising side is almost always
sound and firm ; whereas in deep plough-countries
it is generally soft, and often, what is worse, it is
sticky or holding. Neither is this all. It very
often happens that the headland of a field is ploughed
to within a foot or two of the ditch, when a small
ridge. or “ balk,” as it is termed in some districts,
is left to prevent the soil of the field washing into
the ditch. This ridge is often very perplexing to
the horseman. He must either put his horse at
the fence so as to clear all at once, or he must let
him take his footing from off this narrow ridge,
which, if his head be not in a very good place, and
his rider’s hand an indifferent one, makes even a
small fence dangerous. The objection to a ploughed
country also holds good as regards the other, the
landing side of the fence. In the grass countries,
a horse alights on turf sufficiently elastic to break
the concussion from the weight of himself and his
rider, but seldom soft enough to sink him below his
hoofs. On the other hand, in the ploughed dis-
tricts, he is perpetually alighting in fallowed
ground, or in that sown with wheat or other corn,
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which, particularly after a severe frost, is so far
from being firm enough to bear his weight, that it
sinks him nearly to the knees. This is very dis-
tressing, especially to a horse which carries a heavy
man ; and here the skill of the rider is shown in
his preventing his jumping at fences of this de-
scription, higher or farther than is absolutely neces-
sary to clear them. To a man who follows hounds,
indeed, this art of handing his horse easily over
fences, is one of the very highest value ; and to the
possession of it, to perfection, is to be attributed
the extraordinary performance we have seen and
heard of, of hunters under some of our heaviest
sportsmen, such as Mr. Edge and his brother, Mr.
Richard Gurney, Mr. Robert Canning, Sir Bel-
lingham Graham, Mr. Maxse, Lord Alvanley, and
- others, in fast runs of an hour or more, over strongly
inclosed countries.

Walls are, we believe, the only fence met with
in Great Britain which we have as yet left unno-
ticed. They are of two descriptions, namely, fast,
by means of mortar, and loose, being built without
mortar. The first do not often come in the way of
the sportsman; and it is well that they do not,
for, in the event of a horse striking them, they do
not yield to his weight.* The last, the loose walls,
particularly those met with in Gloucestershire and
Oxfordshire, are the least dangerous fences he can
ride at; for, unless his horse be blown, or he is
himself a very powerless horseman, they seldom

* Two years back, a fast wall, full six feet in height, was cleared by
Lord Gardiner, with Sir Richard Sutton’s hounds, in Lincolnshire.
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resist himn sufficiently to throw him down. Their
height varies from three to five feet; but as there
never is a ditch on either side of them, and the
ground is generally firm in the parts of those
counties which are inclosed with walls ; those even
of the last-mentioned height may be taken with
safety by a good horseman, on a horse that is accus-
tomed to them, and is not distressed at the time
by the pace ; for, as ** ¢t is the pace that kills,” so is
it the pace that causes falls.

The following directions may be serviceable to a
young beginnerin the hunting field:— When hounds
find and go away, place yourself well down in your
saddle, on your fork or twist, and don’t be standing
up in your stirrups, (as formerly was the fashion,
and the cause of many a dislocated neck,) sticking
out your rump as if it did not belong to you. Let
your knee be not very far from straight, with your
foot well out in front of it, and feeling in the stir-
rup as if it formed a sufficient fulerum for your
bodily strength to act upon, in the assistance your
horse may require from you. Be assured that the
military seat, with the very long stirrup leathers,
will not do here, however graceful it may appear
on a parade. There must be a kind of obstando
power in the rider, to act against the preponderance
of his horse, particularly at what are called drop-
leaps ; or, in case of his making a blunder, or get-
ting into false ground, in his gallop. Having got
well away with the pack, keep your head up, with
your reins in the left hand, and your whip in
your right, held perpendicularly upwards, with the
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thong falling loosely through your hand, when it
will be ready for all purposes. Cast your eye for-
ward, to take a view of the country, and then on
the body of the hounds, to satisfy yourself that
they are well settled to the chase. And now comes
the young fox-hunter’s trial. You must neither
take liberties with the hounds, nor with your horse.
Ride wide off—that is, on the left, or on the right
of the former, turning as you see them turn, and
never find yourself exactly behind them, on their
line; and no matter how perfect may be the lat-
ter, never trust him to himself, nor upset him by
going too fast for him, or, in other words, over-
marking him for pace. However good his mouth,
never ride him in chase with quite a slack rein, for,
independently of your own safety, it is not giving
him a fair chance. He requires your support, and
he should have it.

In riding to hounds, there is much to be gained
by what is termed picking out your country. Avoid
going straight across land highly ridged, and, con-
sequently, deeply furrowed, if possible to avoid it,
but rather take your line diagonally. If the fur-
rows are very deep and holding, make for the side,
or the head-land, where, of course, it is compara-
tively level ground. Even if it takes you a little
out of your line, you will find your advantage in
this, for you may increase your rate of going, and
that with ease to your horse, more than equal to
the extra distance you have to go. If your horse
appear somewhat distressed, it is on a head-land,
or still more on a long side-land, that you have a
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good opportunity of recovering him ; and here you
may have recourse to the old-fashioned style of
riding a hunter. You may stand up in your stir-
rups, catching fast hold of your horse’s head, and
pulling him well together, when you will find, that,
without slackening his pace, he has recovered his
wind and can go on. Avoid deep ground as much as
possible ; but when in it, keep a good pull on your
horse, and by no means attempt to go so fast over
it, as you have been going over that which was
sound. After Christmas, turnip fields should be
skirted if possible; for, by reason of the many
ploughings they receive at seed-time, the land sown
with turnips becomes so loose and porous after
severe frost, that it cannot carry a horse. Also
avoid crossing fallows, or land sown with wheat.
If obliged to go athwart them, get on the head-
land ; or, if you ride straight down them, choose
the wettest furrow you can see. It is sure to have
the firmest bottom, which is proved by the water
standing in it.

As no man can say where a fox-chase will end,
have an eye to your horse, and endeavour to give
him all the advantages in his favour that the coun-
try and the pace will admit of. Next to a judicious
choice of your ground, is quickness in turning with
hounds, as the difference between riding inside and
outside of them, in their turns, (be it remembered
hounds very seldom run straight,) is very consider-
able indeed ; and to a certain degree corresponds
with what is called ¢ the whip-hand” in a race.
Again, if you wish to stand well with the master
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of the pack, and to obtain the character of a sports-
man, observe the following rules:—Never press
upon hounds, even in chase. When they have
lost the chase—in other words, when they are at
fault, pull up your horse, and keep wide of them ;
and, in the words of a celebrated old sportsman,
“ alicays anticipate a check.”

Never, for the sake of displaying your horseman-
ship, or your horse, take an unnecessary leap when
hounds are running, nor a large one when a smaller
is in your view, unless the latter take you too much
out of your line, or for a reason which we shall
presently give. If your horse is a good timber
leaper, and not blown, prefer a moderate timber
fence to a rough and blind hedge-and-ditch fence,
a8 less likely to give you a fall, neither will it take
so much out of your horse. But when your horse
becomes distressed, avoid timber, for if he do not
clear it, he will give you a worse fall in that state
than if he were quite fresh. A blown horse falls
nearly as heavy as a dead one. There is, however,
another precaution to be observed with horses a
good deal beaten by the pace. Have an eye, then,
rather to the nature of the ground on which it is
placed than to the size of the fence ; that is, prefer
a good-sized fence, where you see firm ground for
your horse to spring from, to a small one, where it
is soft and sticky. Moreover, a distressed horse
will often rise at a fence of some height and appear-
ance, whereas he will run into, or, at all events,
endeavour to scramble through a small one. If
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you decide upon the smaller place, let him go gently
at it, as he will be less likely to give you a fall ; at
all events, he may not give you so bad a one as if
you went fast up to it. Some horses get out of
scrapes better than others; but it is as well not to
give them an opportunity of showing their prowess
in such matters.

A chief requisite to a good rider across a country
is, courage, one of the most common qualities of
human nature ; and another is, coolness. No man,
when flurried, can do any one thing well ; but when
we consider the variety of objects that the sports-
man, following hounds, has to attract his notice,
and the many obstacles he may have to encounter,
it is evident that, according to the old adage, * he
must have all his wits about him.” The perfection
of fine horsemanship in the hunting-field, then, is
in & man riding well up to hounds, when going
their best pace, over a stifl country, and yet appear-
ing to be quite at his ease, and his horse, as it
were, sympathising with him in his calmness. Such
a man (and there are some such in every hunt, but
not many) is capable of taking every advantage
that can be taken of country, hounds, and all ob-
stacles which appear to oppose him in his career.
Another signal advantage to the sportsman also
arises from his coolness in these moments of no
small mental, as well as bodily, excitement and
exertion. He is able to observe the beautiful work-
ing of the hounds, which is displayed to advantage
with a burning scent; and he enjoys it the more,
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in consequence of the superiority of his horseman-
ship having placed him in a situation where he is
not molested by the crowd.

The greater part of mankind, it is true, are en-
dowed with a capacity for performing, and, to a
certain degree, excelling in, the various exercises
which have been invented for our amusement ; but
we have reason to believe, that out of the vast num-
bers of persons who attempt the apparently simple
art of horsemanship, particularly that part of it
which we have now been speaking of, there are
fewer who arrive at perfection in it, than in any
other with which we are acquainted. Luckily, how-
ever, for sportsmen, it is not in horsemanship as
in the fine arts, which admit of no difference be-
tween distinguished success and absolute failure ;
and it is certain that there are more good and spi-
rited riders to hounds at the present day, than were
ever known since fox-hunting, as now practised,
began. And Englishmen may be proud of this;
for although amongst the classical glories of anti-
quity, we hear nothing of leaping five-barred gates,
twenty-feet drains, and six-feet walls, after hounds,
yet a daring horseman always found honour. Alex-
ander the Great first signalized himself by subduing
an unruly horse, which no man but himself dared
to mount; and his celebrated general, Eumenes,
was first noticed by Philip, his father, on account
of his skill in horsemanship and all public exercises.
Neither are there wanting parallel cases in our own
country, in which titles and honours have been con-
ferred upon persons who might have been but
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slightly known to him who conferred them, but for
their possessing similar accomplishments.
Although speed in the hunter is now absolutely
necessary, from the much increased rate of hounds,
yet it is equally necessary, in most of our hunting
countries, that he should be a perfect fencer as well,
and that his rider should be an accurate judge of
the extent of his fencing powers. Thus it often
happens that some horses, not equal in speed to
others, get quicker over a stifly-inclosed country
than they do, because, by the means of their supe-
rior fencing, they are able to cut off angles and go
straighter. In fact, there are frequent instances of
one individual sportsman beating every other in the
field, and being alone throughout a run, merely by
clearing a great fence in the direct line of the hounds
at starting; in avoiding which, so much ground
had been lost by the rest of the field, that it could
not be recovered by them until the chase was ended.
The effect of the exertion of leaping, in horses,
is pretty accurately ascertained by the observation
and experience of sportsmen ; still some rather cu-
rious facts are drawn from them. A very large
fence, as has been before observed, exhausts a horse,
or, in the language of the field, ‘* takes a good deal
out of him ;™ nevertheless, a hunter becomes sooner
distressed over quite an open country, when the
pace is very severe, than he does over an inclosed
one, provided the fences are not very large indeed.
This is accounted for in two ways: First, fences
check the speed ‘of hounds, and consequently the
speed of horses. Secondly, the mere act of pulling
Y
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or gathering a horse together, to shorten his stride
previously to his taking his leap, is a very great
relief to his wind, as we know from the effect a
good pull at his bridle, towards the end of his
course, has on that of the race-horse. At several
kinds of fences, likewise, it is necessary that he
should be pulled up nearly, if not quite, into a
walk, to enable him to take them with safety, such
as fences by the sides of trees, hedges with ditches
*on each side of them, particularly if they are what
is termed “ blind :” in short, all places known in the
hunting vocabulary as cramped places, as well as now
and then a timber fence, which must be taken nearly
atastand. And it was the old system of taking all
upright fences, such as gates, rails, stiles, and hedges
without ditches, at a stand, that enabled the low-
bred hunter of the early part and middle of the
last century to live with hounds as well as he did
live with them. The very short time that it takes
for a horse to recover his wind, to a certain extent,
might be proved by a reference to stage-coach work.
Previously to the perfect manner in which it is
now horsed, and the superior condition of the cat-
tle, from their owners having at length found out
how to feed them, it was not unusual for a coach-
man to have a high blower, as a thick or bad winded
horse is called on the road, in his team, which
might scarcely be able to keep time. If he found
him distressed, he would pull up his coach on the
top of a hill, and draw back the distressed horse
from his collar. But how long would he keep him
in this position ! Why, not many seconds, before
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he would be sufficiently relieved to proceed. Thus
the country of all others which puts the physical
powers of horses to the greatest test in following
hounds, is one which is hilly, and totally without
fences, of which the Sussex South Downs, in the
neighbourhoed of Brighton, may be taken as a sam-
ple. Nothing but a thorough-bred horse, and a
good one too, can live quite alongside hounds, going
their very best pace, more than half an hour over
such a country as this, and very few can do even
so much, if they carry more than average weight.
The open ploughed countries, such as great part of
Wiltshire and Hampshire, are for the same reason
very distressing to horses, and require them to have
a great share of blood ; but hounds do not, neither
can they, run so fast over ploughed ground, as over
old, or maiden turf, which the Sussex Downs are
clothed with. In the first place, the scent over the
former is seldom so good ; secondly, the ground is not
only not elastic, which the other is, but it impedes
the progress of hounds from two other causes; its
surface is less even, and the soil of all ploughed
land sticks more or less to the feet of hounds; or,
in the language of the huntsman, it «* carries” inva-
riably after a slight frost on the previous night.
We now resume our advice to the young fox-
hunting horseman :—It is the practice of all first-
rate horsemen over a country to ride slowly at the
majority of fences. For example, if the ditch be
on the rising side, you may cause your horse to
put his feet into it before he rises at the hedge, if
you hurry him at it. Should the ditch be on the
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landing side, the case is somewhat altered, as the
pace you ride at must be regulated by its width.
If you have reason to believe it is of moderate
width, do not go fast at the fence, because it will
cause your horse to leap further than he needs to
leap, and of course help to exhaust him. But if,
when within a few yards of the hedge, going slowly
at it, you perceive the ditch is a broad one, ¢ put
in some powder,” as the modern sporting term is ;
that is, urge your horse by the hand and spur, and
he will be aware of what you wish him to do,
namely, to extend himself so as to clear a wide
space of ground. If the ground on the landing side
be lower than that on the rising side, causing what
is called “ a drop leap,” or even if the ground be
not lower, but soft or boggy, your horse will look
for assistance from you on alighting, which you
should give him by throwing your body back,
having at the same time a resisting power from your
stirrups. But another precaution is necessary when
the ditch is on the rising side, or indeed with all
fences except those (as will be hereafter named)
which require to be ridden quickly at. This is, to
shorten the horse’s stroke so as to enable him to
gather himself together for the spring, or he may mis-
judge his distance, and get too near to his fence to
rise at it. In fact, to judge accurately of the distance
from the fence, at which the spring should be taken,
is a great accomplishment in a man and a horse.
In the former, it is the result of experience and a
quick eye; with the latter, it is in great measure
dependent on temper ; and consequently violent
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horses, ‘ rushing fencers,” as they are termed,
never perfectly acquire it. It is a serious fault
in a horse to take his spring sooner than he need
take it; and perfect fencers go close up to their
fences before they rise at them, particularly to
hedges when the ditches are on the landing side.
Horses, however, of hasty tempers, particularly well-
bred ones, with great jumping powers, cannot al-
ways be made to do so. Neither will they save
themselves by walking into, or pushing through,
places which do not require to be jumped ; on the
contrary, many otherwise exccllent hunters will
scarcely suffer a brier to touch their legs. A good
bridle-hand here comes into play, more especially
with horses who are rather difficult to handle, either
from too fine a mouth, or a loose, ill-formed neck.
It is difficult, however, to offer instruction here, as
there ought to be an absolute interchange of feeling
between the instructor and the instructed, to ren-
der them intelligible to each other; but we will
endeavour to make ourselves understood :—When
you approach a fence with a horse of this descrip-
tion, you should leave him as much to himself as
you find it prudent to do, particularly when within
a few yards of it. If you are obliged to check his
speed, do so with as light a hand as possible; and
if he shows a dislike to be much checked, by throw
ing up his head, or otherwise, drop your hand to
him, and let him go. He has by this time most
probably measured the fence by his eye, and it may
not be safe to interfere with him.

Double fences, particularly with a horse not quite
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perfect in his mouth, and the setting on of his
head, try the hand of the horseman. The first
part of the fence, usually a ditch, may be cleared
without any difficulty, and so may the second, if
visible ; but it often happens that neither horse nor
rider is prepared for the second. Here it is that,
in our opinion, lifting a horse is to be recommended,
and in very few cases besides. Our objection to it
arises from the horse being led to expect it ; and
if he do not get it at the critical moment, it may
mislead him. In fact, it requires a hand nicer than
common to make a practice of lifting a horse at his
fences. Nevertheless, in the instance we have al-
luded to, the unforeseen ditch, it is useful ; as also
towards the end of a run, when a horse, from dis-
tress, is given to be slovenly at his fences, if not
disposed to run into them. In leaping timber
fences, we consider the attempt to lift a hunter
dangerous—for a horse becomes a good timber-
leaper from confidence; and if he finds he is to
wait, as it were, for your pleasure for him to rise at
a gate or a stile, he will be very apt to make mis-
takes.

We have already observed, that timber fences
are the most dangerous of any, by reason of their
general strength ; if a horse strikes them with his
fore-legs, or gets across them, as it were, by not
being able to bring his hinder-quarters clear of
them, they are nearly certain to cause him to fall.
And he falls from timber in a form more dangerous
to his rider than when he merely stumbles and
eventually falls, by putting his feet into a ditch.

.
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In the latter case, his fore-quarters come to the
ground first ; and by breaking the force of the fall,
the rider has time to roll away from him before he
himself rolls over, should the violence of the fall
cause him to do so. In the former, if the timber
be strong enough firmly to resist the weight and
force of a horse that strikes it with his fore-legs,
especially if above the knees, the first part of his
body which comes to the ground is either his back
or his rump. Should the rider then not be thrown
clear of him, he must be made of hard materials if
no bones are broken, or some serious injury sus-
tained. All this, then, enforces the advice we have
already given, of avoiding strong timber with horses
not perfect at leaping it, as much as may be com-
patible with keeping your place with hounds ; and
still more so with horses, how perfect soever they
may be at it, that are blown, or very much dis-
tressed. It likewise induces us to point out the
best and safest method of riding at this description
of fence.

Never ride a horse fast at a timber fence, unless
it be a low one, with something wide to be cleared
on the landing side. If a man or a boy is seen exer-
cising himself in jumping heighth, you do not see
him run quickly at it, nor does he run over any
considerable space of ground before he springs. On
the contrary, he only takes a few steps, and those
at a moderate rate. Never, then, ride your hunter
fast at gates, stiles, &c., unless in the one case
alluded to. Mr. Thomas Assheton Smith, perhaps
more cclebrated for his horsemanship in the hunt-
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ing-field than any other person of the present age,
and who was for many years at the head of the
Quorndon (Leicestershire) Hunt, never rides fast at
any fences, brooks excepted, and then only under
circumstances which will be explained when we
treat on that part of our subject. When riding at
timber, however, take a firm hold of your horse’s
head, chiefly by the aid of the bridoon, if his mouth
is good enough for it ; and let him understand, by
assuming an air of resolution on your part, that
you not only mean him to leap it, and that you
will not suffer him to turn his tail to it, but that
it is something at which his best energies will be
required of him. But, above all things, do not
interfere with his stroke or stride, unless absolutely
called upon by some peculiarity of the ground, such
as a grip on the headland, or a small ditch on the
rising side. A horse making up his mind to leap
a timber fence, will of his own accord regulate that
matter, and gradually gather himself together on his
haunches, previous to being required to take his
spring. He will also, if you let him, often make
choice of his pace at which he goes up to a gate, &c.
It is true, the deer can clear a greater height in its
trot than in any other pace ; but a horse prefers the
very slow gallop, or canter, when thus called upon
to exert himself ; for if he do trot to any upright
fence, we generally see him break into a canter in
the last few yards. As the fulcrum for the spring
comes from behind, the canter is the most natural
pace, the haunches being at this time more under
the body.
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The same instructions to the horseman hold good
with regard to stone walls as to timber fences, at
least to those met with in England, which are loose,
and without ditches. But in several parts of Scot-
land the case is different, as the sportsman very
frequently has to encounter walls with ditches on
one side or the other of them. In consequence of
their being placed at some distance from the wall,
to prevent the water which runs down them under-
mining the foundation of it, there is frequently
room, when the ditch is on the rising side, for a
horse to leap the ditch, and take a second spring
from the intermediate space, and so clear the wall.
But when he has to leap the wall, with the ditch
on the landing side, it becomes a very difficult
fence, and must be ridden at with judgment. If
the ditch be not too far from the wall, to come
within the stretch of a hunter, he should be ridden
quickly at it, and well roused by the rider, to make
him extend himself sufficiently ; bat if it be too
far, he should be put very slowly at the wall, so as
to enable him to drop with his hinder-legs at least,
on the intermediate space, and thence spring over
the ditch. This fence is very trying to horses not
accustomed to it; and with those which are, one
fact becomes apparent, namely, that the mere hold-
ing the reins of a bridle does not constitute what
is called ““a hand™ on a horse. A workman with
a * finger” is wanted here.

In riding at every description of timber, your
seat as well as your hand requires attention. You
have already been told on what part of your horse

z
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you ought to sit—namely, in the middle of your
saddle, which should be placed close to the shoulder
bones, when your seat will be most secure, from its
being just in the centre of motion when your horse
springs at his fence ; as, in the rising and falling
of a board placed in equilibrio, the centre will be
most at rest. Your true seat, indeed, will be found
nearly in that part of your saddle into which your
body would naturally slide if you mounted without
stirrups. But other security than this is required,
to insure safety over very high fences. It is not
the horse’s rising that tries the rider’s seat ; the
lash of his hinder-legs is what ought to be chiefly
guarded against, and is best done by the body’s
being greatly inclined backward. Grasp the saddle
lightly with the hollow or inmer part of your
thighs, but let there be no stiffness in any part of
the person at this time, particularly in the loins,
which should be as pliant as those of a coachman
on his box, when travelling over a rough road. A
stiff seat cannot be a secure one, because it offers
resistance to the violent motions of the horse, which
is clearly illustrated by the cricket-player. Were
he to hold his hand firm and fixed when he catches
a ball struck with great force, his hand or arm
would be broken by the resistance ; but by yielding
his hand gradually, and for a certain distance, to
the motion of the ball, by a due mixture of opposi-
tion and obedience, he catches it without sustaining
injury. Thus it is in the saddle. A good horse-
man recovers his poise, by giving some way to the
motion, whereas a bad one is flung from his seat,
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by endeavouring to be fixed in it. In old times,
when hunters were trained to leap all upright fences
standing, these precautions were still more neces-
sary, because the effect of the lash of the hinder-
quarters was more sudden and violent, in conse-
quence of the horse being so close to his fence that
he rose perpendicularly at it, and not with the
lengthened sweep of a flying leap.

Although Virgil, in his third Georgic, speaks of
not suffering the brood mare to leap fences, (non
saltu superars viam,) we find nothing on this sub-
ject in the classics, to induce us to believe that the
ancients, although they hunted, were given to ride
over fences. Here they sustained a loss; for we
know few more delightful sensations, than that ex-
perienced in the act of riding a fine flying leaper
over a high and broad fence. Nothing within the
power of man approaches so nearly to the act of
flying ; and it is astonishing what a great space of
ground has been covered at one leap by horses fol-
lowing hounds, or, at other times, with first-rate
horsemen on their backs, who alone have the power
of making them extend themaelves to the utmost ;
and particularly when the ground, on the rising
side, is sound, and somewhat in favour of the horse.
In the grand Leicestershire steeple-chase of 1829,
a grey horse, called *“ The King of the Valley,”
the property of Mr. Maxse, and ridden by the
justly celebrated Mr. Richard Christian of Melton
Mowbray, cleared the previously unheard-of space
of eleven yards, or thirty-three feet. Yet, after
all, the most extraordinary fact relating to the act
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of leaping in horses, is the power they have of ex-
tending themselves by a second spring, as it were,
when, on being suspended in the air, they perceive
something on the farther side of a fence, for which
they were not prepared. That they occasionally
do this under good horsemen, all good horsemen of
experience can vouch for ; but whence the fulcrum,
or the power to do it, is derived, it would be diffi-
cult to determine. All horses which have been in
Leicestershire, and other countries where the fences
are large and wide, become more or less accomplished
in the act of throwing themselves forward, as well
as springing upward, causing a very pleasant sen-
sation in the rider, as well as an assurance that he
is not likely to drop short into the ditch or brook.
We have already said, that brooks stop a field
more than any other description of fence, and for
the following reasons:—Very few men, and still
fewer horses, like jumping brooks. In the first
place, as concern the rider, they are very apt to
injure his horse by a strain, or a bad over-reach ;
secondly, water is deceiving as to the extent of it;
thirdly, a wide brook takes much out of a horse ;
and, lastly, the banks often give way, after the
horse supposes he has landed himself ; and although
it is easy for him to get into a brook, it is often
very difficult for him to get out of one. Few
horses become very good water-jumpers, unless
they have been hunted a good deal in countries
where brooks abound, and also have been fortunate
in not getting into one of them in their noviciate.
For this reason, it is a hazardous experiment to
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give a large price for a hunter, how high soever
may be his character, that has been only hunted
in counties like Hampshire or parts of Wiltshire.
where there are no brooks but such as, from the
soundness of theirbottoms, horses may walk through.
We have already stated the most likely way to
make a young horse a good brook-jumper ; a very
superior accomplishment in a hunter, and chiefly
to be attained by his acquiring confidence.

There is one other untoward circumstance at-
tending leaping brooks with hounds. They are, for
the most part, met with in the middle of a field,
and it often happens that, until the horseman ar-
rives on the very brink of them, he cannot form a
correct estimate of their nature or extent. They
also vary much in both these respects, we mean in
the soundness or unsoundness of their banks, and
in their width, in the space of a few yards ; so that
it is in some measure a matter of chance whether
you have to leap a wide brook or a narrow one.
But then, it may be said, you can always satisfy
yourself on these points. True; you may do so:
but what would too often be the consequence?
Why, if you show your horse a brook before you
ride him at it, it would too frequently happen that
he would not have it at all ; add to which, whilst
you were doing this, on a good scenting day, the
hounds would get a long way a-head of you. Be-
sides, the ¢is vivida, or momentum of the horse’s
gallop, so necessary to get him well over wide
brooks with rotten banks, is wanted, but in this
case it would to a certain extent be lost ;+and if he
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is once pulled up, and turned around, it is not so
readily acquired again, as he is always more or less
alarmed, after having got a sight of what he is
going to encounter. Wide brooks, then, with un-
certain banks, are the only fences which should be
ridden at very fast ; for, exclusive of the advantage
the horse gets from the impetus derived from speed,
should he fall on the other side from false ground,
he will generally save himself from dropping back-
wards into the brook, an object of no small import-
ance to him, as also to his rider. There are, how-
ever, exceptions to the rule of riding fast at brooks.
When they are not wide, and the banks are sound,
it takes less out of a horse to put him at a mode-
rate rate at them. Neither should he be ridden
- quickly at them when they overflow their banks, as
it will then require all his circumspection and care
to know when, or where, to spring from, to cover
them. In fact, overflown brooks are rather formid-
able obstacles; but (a fine trial of hand) numer-
ous instances do occur in the course of a season,
where they are leaped when in that state by some
of the field, but not by many.

Although, when the sportsman rides over a very
wide brook, or any other fence which requires much
ground to be covered, he has a certain hold by his
bridle; yet, as may be supposed, it is very unequal
to the weight of his own body, increased by the
resistance of the air. How happens it, then, that
his horse does not leap from under him?¢ or, at
least, how is it that, when the horse alights, the
rider alights in the very same spot in the saddle on
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which he sat when his horse rose at it? The fact
is, his body so far partakes of the speed of his
horse, and increases in common with it, that, with
very little assistance from his bridle-reins, he keeps
himself in his proper place. If it were not so, what
would become of the rider in the circus, who leaps
directly upward, through a hoop perhaps, or over
his whip, whilst his horse is going at considerable
speed? He would, of course, alight upon the
ground, perpendicularly, under the point at which
he sprang from his saddle. It is evident, however,
that on leaving the saddle, the body of the rider
has equal velocity with that of the horse; and the
spring, which he takes perpendicularly upward, in
no degree diminishes this velocity ; so that, while
he is ascending from the saddle, he is still advane-
ing with the same speed as his horse, and continues
so advancing until his return to the saddle. In this
case, the body of the rider describes the diagonal
of a parallelogram ; one side of which is in the di-
rection of the horse’s motion, and the other perpen-
dicularly upward, in the direction in which he makes
the leap. From these facts, these striking instances
of the composition of motion, then, may the advan-
tages of good, and the disadvantages of bad, horse-
manship be appreciated ; and as it appears that
the motions of the rider and his horse are so inti-
mately connected and in unison with each other
(for were the circus rider to project his body for-
ward, in his leap through the hoop, as he would do
if it were on the ground, he would alight on his
horse’s head or neck, or perhaps before his head,
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for he would then advance forward more rapidly
than his horse,) the importance of a steady seat
and a good hand is apparent, and accounts for some
men crossing a country on middling horses, quicker
and better than others do upon really good ones.
Having spoken of overflown brooks, and being
aware of the many fatal disasters that have occurred
to sportsmen in water, and the narrow escapes of
drowning from crossing flooded rivers, by others,
within the last twenty years, we are surprised that
the exercise of swimming horses, in the summer
months, is not more generally resorted to. It was
practised by the ancients ; we find Alexander swim-
ming the Granicus with thirteen troops of horse.
But the horses should be practised in swimming as
well as their riders, or it would not avail the
sportsman so much, as we know some horses are
very much alarmed when they lose their legs in
water, and often turn themselves over. That the
act of swimming on horses is a most simple and
safe one to those who practise it, may be proved at
any of our watering places in the summer, where
boys swim them out to sea, two at a time, chang-
ing their seats from one to another with the great-
est ease. We observe they genmerally lean their
body forwards, so that the water gets under it, and
partly floats it, interfering as little as possible with
the horse’s mouth; at all events, never touching
the curbrein. When the sportsman or the traveller
has occasion, or is accidentally called upon, to swim
his horse through deep water, and the banks will
admit of it, he should enter it as gradually as pos-
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sible, as not only will his horse be less alarmed at
the loss of his footing, but less liable to turn him-
self over. Thus in fording a brook too wide to
leap, and with a soft bottom, a horse should be
ridden very slowly into it, which will enable him to
get his hinder-legs well under his body before he
makes his spring to ascend the opposite bank ;
which he cannot do if he enter the brook quickly.
As the young sportsman may be induced to
‘ make his own horses,” as the term is for qualify-
ing them for the appellation of hunters, it may not
be amiss to offer him a few words of advice. Be
careful, the first season, how you ride them at very
cramped places, especially where there is timber,
for they cannot be expected to be au fait at such
things ; and many of the worst falls that some of
our hard-riding sportsmen have experienced, have
been from expecting young horses to do what old,
or at least experienced ones, only can do. Avoid
also taking the lead with hounds, especially if they
run hard, with a young horse, for it may cause him
to refuse a big fence which he might have followed
another horse over, and thus become a refuser ever
afterwards. Although horses do not understand
languages, they understand the arbitrary signs of
their masters or riders; and if a young hunter
makes a slovenly mistake with you at a fence, he
should be corrected with either spur or whip, and
also by the voice. The merely calling out to him,
or exclaiming, * For shame—what are you about,
eh ! accompanied by a slight stroke of the whip,
has often a very good effect, and will be visible at
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the next fence, when he will be more careful where
he puts his feet, and take a greater spring. A
horse knows his errors; also, when he is corrected,
and when cherished, each of which he should be
subject to in their turns ; but as, according to the
old adage, a coward and a madman are equally un-
fit to be horsemen, the correction of a young hunter
should not be severe. Nothing would be more
likely to make him what is called a * rushing,”
and consequently an unsafe fencer for the rest of
his life, than beating him severely, for any trifling
fanlts he may commit in the field. Martingals on
hunters are now generally condemned ; but, in our
opinion, more generally than they deserve to be,
particularly during the first season of a young
horse, as a long martingal serves to steady his
head, if he is a little impetuous, and saves him
many falls, which, putting his rider out of the
question, are injurious to him, as all horses become
large fencers, in a great measure, by having confi-
dence in themselves, which falls must necessarily
shake. All horses, indeed, whose necks are weak
and loose, may be ridden with advantage by the
aid of a martingal on the bridoon rein, the rings
ocoming quite up to their jaws, when it cannot inter-
fere with their galloping or their leaping. We re-
member the time, indeed, when the first sportsmen
and hardest riders of the day, were never seen
without a long martingal, on Aorses whose heads were
not quite in the right place, and be it remembered
that nineteen out of twenty race-horses are ridden
in martingals. Nevertheless we would avoid the
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use of them when not absolutely necessary, as the
more liberty a hunter has, the more likely he is to
recover himself when in difficulty.

The perfect command of a horse in the hunting
field is in nothing more essential than in passing
through half-opened gates, and many have been the
bad accidents that have arisen from the want of it,
horses being often stuck fast between the gate and
the post, to the no small injury to their rider’s legs
or knees. Indeed the being handy in opening a
gate, is no trifling accomplishment in a hunter;
and here a few lessons in the school may be of ad-
vantage to him. He would there be taught to obey
the leg as well as the hand ; and, by a slight touch
of the spur, would throw his haunches round to the
left, on his rider unfastening the latch with his
right hand, and thus enable him to throw the gate
behind him, and pass through it. This has refer-
ence to gates that open towards the horseman ;
such as open from him, require not the horse’s aid,
unless it be, to push them outward, with his breast.
But it often happens when a horse is blown, or
beat, that unless he have a very good mouth, he
will hang upon a gate, that opens towards him,
and nearly prevent his rider from opening it at all.
One precaution, however, should always be taken
with gates ; the rider should never trust to catch-
ing the topmost bar, or what is called the head of
the gate, but should pass his hand inside of it,
when he will be certain to come in contact with
some part of it.
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Favis.—There is a proverb, and a true one,
which says, “ He that will venture nothing, must
not get on horseback.” All men, however, who
ride a-hunting are subject to falls, but those who
ride near to hounds, or ¢ hard,” as the term is,
seldom escape without having several in the course
of a season. It is well, then, that the young
sportsman should know, that there is an art in
falling, as well as in preventing falls. This con-
sists in getting clear of the horse as soon as pos-
sible, which a man in the habit of falling has a
better chance to do than one who runs less risk of
it, having greater self-possession at the moment.
Next to a horse coming neck and croup over a high
timber fence, a fall in galloping at full speed is
most dangerous, and apt to dislocate the neck, by
the head coming first to the ground ; and from the
velocity of the fall, the rider has no time for pre-
cautions. However, even in this case he should
endeavour to put out one hand, if not both, to
break the force of the fall, as well as to act in re-
sistance to his head coming first to the ground, and
receiving the whole force of the concussion. By so
doing, it is true, the collar-bone stands a great
chance of being fractured ; but that is an accident
merely of temporary inconvenience, and unattended
with danger, whereas a dislocated neck is very rarely
reduced. But it is a curious fact, that there are
‘fewer instances of broken necks in the field in the
present age, than there were nearly a century ago,
notwithstanding that for one man who rode a-hunt-
ing then, there are fifty now; and the pace of
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hounds, as well as style of riding, much altered as
- to speed. This has been accounted for in two ways :
first, the modern sportsman sits, for the most part,
down on his saddle, whereas the sportsman of olden
times stood up in his stirrups, and, when his horse
fell with him in his gallop, was nearly certain to
fall on his head. Secondly, he did. not ride the
well-bred, superiorly actioned horse that the modern
sportsman rides, which would account for his falling
oftener in his gallop, and particularly as the sur-
face of the country, in his day, was very uneven
and uncultivated compared to what it nowis. Nei-
ther was the hunting cap of much service to him
in accidents of this description. On the contrary,
from its being so low in the crown, as it was then
made, coming in immediate contact with the top of
the head, the concussion was greater if he were
thrown upon his head, than if it had been cased in
a hat which, from the depth of it, would break the
fall.

In all falls, the horseman should roll away from
his horse as soon as he possibly can, lest in his
struggle to rise again he strike him with his legs
or head. It frequently happens that the horse him-
self rolls after he falls, and, if in the direction in
which his rider lies, is apt to crush and injure him.
Indeed, there is scarcely any hard rider who has
not been thus served; but here again self-posses-
gion often stands his friend. When he sees the
body of his horse approaching him, he frequently
saves himself by meeting it with one of his feet,
and, by obtaining a fulerum, shoves his own body
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along the ground out of his reach. Coolness in this
hour of peril, likewise serves the sportsman in an-
other way. Instead of losing hold of his reins, and
abaridoning his horse to his own will, as the man
who is flurried at this time invariably does, he
keeps them in his hand, if not always, perhaps in
nine falls out of ten, and thus secures his horse.
It was the remark of a gentleman to whom we have
before alluded, and who (singulus in arts) was, from
his desperate system of riding, and despite of his
fine horsemanship, known to have more falls than
any other man during the time he hunted Leices-
tershire, that nothing had so low an appearance as
that of a man running on foot over a field, calling
out, * Stop my horse.”

Before quitting this part of our subject, it may
be well to observe, that in cases of bad falls, parti-
cularly those affecting the head, a large wine glass-
ful of equal parts of strong vinegar and water, drunk
by the sufferer, is found to be very efficacious, from
the revulsive powers of the vinegar acting on the
general circulation of the system. In countries
where there is much timber to be leaped, stiles par-
ticularly, calkins to the shoes of the hinder feet of
a hunter should never be omitted, as should those
feet slip under his body, the fulcrum, to spring
from, is lost, and a fall nearly certain.

We have only a few words more to offer to the
young sportsman. Nature is invariably the standard
of excellence, and unless she have endowed you'
with a cool head, a vigorous body, and a stout
heart, you will not long distinguish yourself in the
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hunting field, as what is now termed * a first-flight
horseman.” You may sing with Hector,

“ The foremost place 1 claim,
The first in danger, as the first in fame ;"

but you will not obtain it unless you possess the
above named requisites. But having them, do not
consider the following admonitions unworthy of
your notice :—Never ride at impenetrable or im-
practicable places; you may get over or through
them with a fall, but your horse will surely be the
worse for the attempt, and will the sooner sink
under you in a good run. Never abandon your
horse to himself over any ground, but be sure to
hold him fast by his head, either up or down hill,
and in soft ground. If you doubt the effect of a
tight hand at these times, ask the first Newmarket
jockey you meet, and he will fully satisfy your
doubts. In the daring movements of that < lawless
moment,” which the first start after hounds, in
some countries, may now be termed, from the des-
perate attempts hard-riding men make to get the
lead, do not fail to have your eyes about you, and
also keep a good command over your horse. In
plain English, do not ride over any man. Some of
the worst accidents to sportsmen have arisen from
this cause. In the first place, one man will often
ride so close to another who is going to leap a fence,
that if the first horse falls, thesecond is almost certain
to leap either on or over him and his rider, as he can
rarely be pulled up, or even turned, in so short a
space. But even should the second man see the
first man’s horse in the act of leaping the fence, he
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should allow him some time to get away from it,
for in the event of his clearing it, it is still possible
he may fall, by stumbling over something after
landing ; stepping into a grip or rut, or into false
ground, all of which he is subject to, but more es-
pecially towards the end of a chase, when, of course,
his strength and action are reduced. It is better,
if you can, to take a line of your own than to fol-
low any one at this time, as your horse is now fresh ;
and, by not having cause to pull him up to let
others go before you, you have a better chance to
get a good start, which gives you a great advan-
tage. When once along side the pack, quit them
not until they have finished their work, or at least
as long as your horse can go without trespassing
too hard on his powers. If, however, you get the
lead, and can keep it for forty minutes, best pace over
the grass, with rasping fences and two wide brooks
in your way, the laurels Casar won would be weeds,
and withered ones too, compared with those which
would, for that one day, be yours.

There have been, and are now, some splendid
specimens of horsemanship, and the management
of horses in other ways, amongst servants, and it
appears there always were such. Amongst the ce-
lebrated ones of antiquity we find the following,
moving in this humble sphere :—Automedon, ser-
vant to Achilles; Idsus to Priam; Metiocus to
Turnus, king of Rutuli; Myrtilus to (Enomous, a
son of Mars; Ceberes to Darius; and Anniceris,
servant to Cyraneus. And why should not the
servant, by practice, become as fine a horseman as
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his master?! The question appears to be easily an-
swered, namely,—the chances are equal, with equal
instruction and experience. But such has not been
found to be the case; and although amongst the
various huntsmen, whippers-in, and what are known
by the appellation of second-horse-men, namely,
those grooms who ride horses with hounds, to sup-
ply the place of those their masters ride, when they
become fatigued, a most humane, as well as econo-
mical plan with all who have a stud of hunters,
some super-excellent horsemen may be found, the
generality of servants are deficient in that first
essential to good horsemanship, a fine or sensitive
hand. Nor is this a matter of surprise. The ner-
vous influence, proceeding from the organs of touch,
may be said chiefly to constitute what is termed the
¢ hand” of the horseman; and that influence may
easily be supposed to be greater in a person whose
situation in life has not subjected him to rough
and laborious employments which must necessarily
tend to deaden it. Until of late years the seat of
servants was unfavourable to a good hand on their
horse, as they, with very few exceptions, rode with
too short stirrups, and, consequently, by being not
well placed in their seats, were perpetually inter-
fering with their horses’ mouths, from their un-
steadiness. So fully aware of these objections was
the late Mr. Childe of Kinlett Hall, Shropshire,
that, during the period of his keeping fox-hounds,
he had only one servant in his large establishment
that he ever suffered to mount the horses he him-
2a
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self rode, and that was William Barrow, afterwards
more than twenty years huntsman to the late Mr.
Corbet of Sundorre Castle, Shropshire, who so long
hunted Warwickshire, and who was remarkable
for his fine bridle-hand. Notwithstanding this, it
may fairly be maintained, that, from the fact of
the comparatively small number of good horsemen
who have obtained instruction from the schools,
there is more of nature than of art in the acquisi-
tion of skill and talent on the saddle.

Saddles and bridles form no unimportant feature
in the equestrian art, as well as in the establish-
ment of a sportsman. Nothing sets off the appear-
ance of a horse and his rider more than a good
saddle and bridle, nor does any thing contribute
more to the comfort and safety of the latter than a
well-made roomy saddle, with spring bars for the
stirrup-leathers ; stirrups rather heavy than other-
wise, and sufficiently large for the feet. Some per-
sons, not contented with the spring bars, require
spring stirrups as well; but, in our opinion, no
man can hang in a common stirrup, provided he
do not wear thick boots nor use small stirrup-irons.
Of the various sorts of bridles, the snaffle is most
in use on the turf, and the curb for military horses,
hunters, roadsters, and coach-horses. Not one
hunter in twenty has a mouth good enough for a
snaffle only ; although there are a few horses in
every hunt that will not face the curb. Some,
however, go very well on the snaffle up to a certain
period of a run, when all at once they require the



SADDLES AND BRIDLES. 283

assistance of the curb. Such horses should be rid-
den with a double bridle, so that the rider may
have recourse to the curb-bit, when wanting.
There is often great nicety required in fitting a
horse with a bridle, if irritable in his temper, or a
very hard puller. If the former, he must have a
bit of just sufficient severity to control him, and
not any thing more. The one called the * Pel-
ham,” is well adapted to horses of this description,
as it partakes of the double properties of snaffle
and curb. With very hard pulling horses, the
curb to a severe bit must be used ; but the evil of
this is, that, after a certain time, the mouth, thus
acted upon, becomes ¢ dead,” as the term is, and
the horse is unpleasant to ride and difficult to turn.
To remedy this, three players should be attached
to the port of the bit, which, by hanging loosely
over the tongue, keep the mouth alive. A bridle
of this description, very long in the cheek, is known
in the hunting world as the ¢ Clipper bit,” being
the one in which that celebrated horseman Mr.
Lindow, rode a horse called the Clipper, several
years over Leicestershire, in which far-famed county
he was supposed to be the best hunter going. If
a horse rushes at his fences, a moderately tight
nose-band is useful, as also to prevent his opening
his mouth, and snatching at his rider’s hand. The
less a horse opens his mouth in his work the bet-
ter, a8 it tends to make it dry; whereas it cannot
be too moist for his own good. Bits very high in
the port are of course the most severe, owing - to
the increased purchase ; but with every desoription
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of bits, care should be taken that they are suffi-
ciently wide for the mouth, so as not to press
against the horse’s cheeks, and that the headstall
is sufficiently long to let the bit drop well into the
mouth.

As we read in the 22d chapter of Genesis, 3d
verse, that ‘ Abraham rose up early in the morn-
ing, and saddled his ass,” saddles of some sort must
have been used in very early days; but few things
appear more extraordinary to those persons who
look into ancient history, than the fact of saddles
with stirrups being a comparatively modern inven-
tion. Although a French translator * of Xeno-
phon, by an oversight, makes a governor of Armetia
hold the stirrup of the Persian king when he
mounted his horse,—* Il lui tenoit letrier lorsq’il
montoit 4 cheval,” it is well known that the ancients
had no stirrups, but that men of rank among them
were 