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CENTENNIAL EDITION.

ADVERTISEMENT TO THE FIFTH EDITION.

I Taxe much pleasure in presenting to the fraternity of Anglers.
and the people of the United States, a Fifth Edition of tbis work,
greatly enlarged and improved, with the addition of a Third Part,
more particularly enumerating and describing many kinds of Western
and Southern Fishes, and their location, together with the latest im-
provements in implements for taking all descriptions of the finny
race. The great success attending the sale of the previous editions,
and the high encomiums passed upon them by the press and the an-
gling community, not only as a book of information and reference,
but also as ‘‘the most complete and practical fisher’s manual ever
issued,” have induced me to keep up its former reputation by making
it attractive and valuable to all who go a-fishing. Of the many
thousands who use the rod-and-line, not one-tenth part of them be-
come scientific and accomplished anglers—mostly for the need of the
requisite time to perfect themselves in the ‘‘gentle art;” hence, in
preparing this edition for the press, it has been considered necessary
not only to inform and instruct in regard to game-fishes, but also to
describe all the inhabitants of the waters that give pleasure to the
angler. Hoping that I Lave reached that aim, and that this edition
as now completad will be a true * Angler's Guide"” to those who,
for recreation or pleasure, use the implements of the art, I remain a
true friend to all who delight in fish or fishing.

THE AUTHOR.
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PREFACE TO PART L

1 ue author of the following pages having been situated for s
number of years where the necessity of some general inform-
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first conceived the id

of Walton's Complete

ful perusal of its pages

that but little, compara

given of the large varie

therefore concluded tc

and practice of the v

thereon, and such in!

American books and .

very few could be ot

works were searched

were consulted, and

still there was a gene

nature and habits of th



xii . PREFACE.

ern fishes, and it was found a much more difficult matter than
was at first imagined ; yet the necessity of the case seemed
to invite a continuation of the task. With the object in
view of a small pocket edition, of 150 pages, the work was
commenced and prosecuted under many difficulties; but it
was found that the field was vast and almost unlimited ; that
compared with England, a work to embrace all the varieties
of the subject in the United States, would require the labor
of many years, and almost countless pages. The work there-
fore has been restricted to the description of fishes most gen-
erally angled for in the United States. The writer has endea-
vored to give in plain language, and as far as could be ascer-
tained, the modes adopted by the anglers and experienced
aathors of both hemispheres, leaving the amateur, in many
cases, a selection of all, according to his own views, as occa-

assisted him, and to the authors
iself under many obligations for
benefits derived. To those into
fall, he submits it as an humble

information on an interesting




INTRODUCTION.

Ix every library of any magaoitude, there are well written
Listories of the tenants of the air, from the smallest insect to
the “ feathered King” that sits on the rocky tops of our ma-
jestic hills, and emblems our glory to the world: and of that
class, also, which walk the earth, from those that minister to
or oppose our comfort and happiness, to the “ gigantic un-
known,” whose ante-deluvian origin appears almost fabulous.
Man has analyzed man; and it has been supposed that the
intricate machinery of the greatest work of the Maker, was
well understood, yet every day seems to give new and cou-
vincing proofs that our knowledge is yet but limited.

The sciences of Phrenology, Electricity, Magnetism, and,
more latterly, Mesmerism, are ds
the learned and curious; and reg
been considered as explored to thei
mines of inexhaustible inquiry.
GorpsuitTH. a8 Burron,a Linnat
own country has not been backwa




10 INTRODUCTION.

Mr. Aubuson, so well known to every American, has explor-
ed the air, and opened to the world an enlarged and faithfal
picture of the feathered songsters of the Western Hemisphere.
His History of Quadrupeds, also, promises for him a fame
equal to that accorded any who have preceded him in this
department.

But amidst all these researches, but little, comparatively
speaking, has been donme in the Natural History of Fishes.
The boundless ocean, with its vast waters, and numberless
tributaries, remains unexplored: and the fact, that scientific
inquirers of all ages, have neglected to penetrate so far into
the philosophy of this branch of Nature's productions as iuto
many other departments of her wonderful and deep-hidden
mysteries, is certainly a source both of surprise and regret.

The objects that continually present themselves in our
every day relations, naturally invite the attention and awaken
an interest for the wonderful creations of Nature. Hence we
have a history of Birds, Beasts, Insects; works on Botany,
Geology, and Astronomy; but as yet no standard treatise on
Ichthyology. The dangers attending navigation, are by the
aid of steam power becoming daily less formidable; and
where but few could formerly be tempted, thousands now are
induced to view the sublimity of Nature on the great deep,
and will consequently be led to study the natural history of
its inhabitants.

Linneus has defined nearly 400 species of fishes in the
Old World, while our own country, possessing as it does great
advantages over any other, cannot boast of a single treatise on
a subject so fraught with interest to the admirer of Nature.
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The late Dr. Mitchell, of New-York, together withh Governor
De Witt Clinton, bave furnished to the Literary and Philoso-
phical Society of this city, a great amount of valuable scientific
information on the nataral history of the Fishes of the State of
New-York. Dr. Smith, of Massachusetts, has written a very
able work on the Fishes of hix own State. But of the history
of the fishes of our boundless western rivers and lakes, but little
is known. The celebrated Buffon has said, * that in America
animated nature is weaker, less active, and more circumscrib-
ed in the variety of its productions, than in the old world:
that there is some combination of elements, and other physi-
cal causes, something that opposes its amplification; that
there are obstacles to their development, and perhaps to the
formation of large germs; and that even those which, from
the kindly influences of another climate, have acquired their
complete form and expansion, shrink and diminish under a
viggardly air and unprolific land ”*!! How absurd and foolish
a remark from a person whom knowledge, and that too of a
great general character, should have taught better! One is
almost tempted to believe that it is tinged with envy. Itis
true, that at the time it was uttere
comparatively small, our institutions v
in fact our country itself but little kn
proach, even were the facts as statec
in taste: its falsity is too plain to nee

The plan adopted by many of ot
ordering geological surveys, bringin
best talent of the country, is well cal
science. As our country gradually p
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prosperity, let us also advance in the culture of the sciences
and arts; and although its age as a nation, will not admit or
as great perfection in literary or scientific attainments as those
of the old world, let there be no obstacles to the full devel-
opment of its prolific power; and we may then hope that that
day is not far distant, when the Natural History of America
shall be as thoroughly explored as that of the mother coun-
try, giving valuable and important scientific information to
the inquirer after knowledge as well as to the lover of
aquatic sports.




INTRODUCTORY REMARKS ON ANGLING.

ArxaLing, from the earliest periods of the world, has been
considered a source both of amusement and profit. Walton,
orold Izak, as he is more familiarly called, in his remarks on
the Antiquity of Angling, goes back as far as the days of the
sons of Adam, and the Book of Job, in which latter he proves
the first mention of fish-hooks. The earliest authentic infor-
mation, however, we have of Angling as an amusement, can
be dated as far back as the days of the Romans. Trajan, the
Roman Emperor, is mentioned as one who loved Angling, and
also, if we may credit history, of eating the result of his days’
sport in epicurean style. Platarch also speaks of Mark An-
tony and Cleopatra as using angling as a principal recreation !
We know little, however, of uny perfection in the art, until
the year 1486, when a treatise on the subject was published
by a lady, celebrated at that time for her beauty and ac-
complishments, entitled “ The Treatyse of Fyssynge with
an Angle, by Dame Julyana Berners, Prioress of the Nun-
nerynear st' Alban'll [, ) SRS PR NSRRI 1 R -
be considered a curiosit
ing quaint extract, in
fishing over fowling:

“The Angler atte t.
mery at his ease, a sw
mede floures. that maky
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dyous armony of fowles; he seeth the yonge swannes, hee-
rons, dackes, cotes, and many other fowles, wyth theyr
brodes; whyche me semyth better than alle the noyse of
houndys, the blastes of hornys, and the scrye of foulis, that
hunters, fawkeuners, and fowlers can make. And if the
angler take fysshe; surely, thenne, is there noo man merier
than he is in his spyryte.”

Walton also makes mention of a Dr. Nowktr, Dean of the
Cathedral of 8t. Paul's, and author of the present Church
Catechism, who lived in the reign of Henry the Eighth. He
is represented as a good man, a constant practiser of angling,
and as employing the tenth part of his time in that sport. In
an ancient picture, (which would, by the way; be rather more
curious than the book above-mentioned) he is represented as
leaning with one hand on a desk, holding a Bible, whilst at
his side lie his lines, hook, and other tackle, with several kinds
of rods ; underneath is written * that he died in 1601, at the
age of 95 years; that age had neither dimmed his eyes nor

| that Angling and Temperance
sings.” Sir Henry Wotton, who
ays, *’twas an employment for
then idly spent ; for Angling was
is mind; a cheerer of his spints;
er of unquiet thoughts ; a mode-
of contentedness.”

bout the same time, runs prettily

and near the brink
a dwelling place;
Il or cork down sink,
th, or roach, or daces
r Croator think ;
e ill gotten goods t’ embrace,

[« Secrets of Angling.” A. D.1613.
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And others spend their time in base excess
Of wine, or worse, in war and wantonness.

“ Let them that list, these pastimes still pursue,
And in such pleasing fancies feed their fill;
80 I the fields and meadows green may view,
And daily by fresh rivers walk at will,
Among the daisies and the violets blue,
Red hyacinth, and yellow daffodil,
Purple narcissus like the morning rays,
Pale gander-grass, and azure culver-keys.

1 count it higher pleasure to behold
The stately compass of the lofty sky,
And in the mist thereof, like burning gold,
The flaming chariot of the world’s great eyos
The watery clouds that in the air up-roll'd,
‘With sundry kinds of painted colors fly
And fair Aurora, lifting up her head,
8till blushing, rise from old Tithonus’ bed.

* The hills and mountains raised from the plains,
The plains extended level with the ground ; ¢
The grounds divided into sundry veins,
The veins enclosed with rivers running round;
The rivers making way through nature's chains
With headlong course into the ses profound ;
The raging sea, beneath the valleys low,
Where lakes, and rills, and rivulets do flow.

“ The lofty woods. the forests wide and long,
Adorn’d with leaves and branches fresh and greeu,

In whose cold bowers the birds with many a song, —_———
Do welcome with their choir the Summer’s queen t =

The meadows fair, where Flora's gifts among =
Are intermix’d with verdant grass between ;

The silver scaled fish that softly swim

Within the sweet brook’s chrystal, watery stream.

« All these, and many more of His creation
That made the heavens, the Angler oft doth see
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Taking therein no little delectation,

To think how strange, how wonderfu! they be;
Framing thereof an inward contemplation

‘To set his heart from other fancies free :
And whilst he looks on these with joyful eye,
His mind is wrapt above the starry sky.”

If Angling can give birth to such pleasant and wholesome
thoughts as these, who will deny that it is an employment
both profitable and amusing ?

WavTox further says, that ** it is the contemplative man’s
recreation ; for it is eminently calculated to still the stormy
passions of the breast, and lead to the calm and tranquil
pleasures arising from frequent meditation of the beauties of
nature.” What more powerful argument can the Angler have
in justification of this amusement? Volumes could not have
said more.

Sir HumpHREY Davy remarks: ¢ For my health, I may
thank my ancestors, after my God: and I have not squander-

I ‘ " "y given: and though I do not
:ch Walton, to number ninety
2 as long as I can enjoy a vernal
the sunbeams, still to haunt the
le of our late venerable friend,
Academy,” with whom I have
and enjoyed a delightful day of
, by the bright clear streams of

said, in reply to a person anx-
" one of his great philosophical
iished as svon as the fly-fishing
r considering this diversion of
nental efforts that have render-

mnin West,
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Gay, Tuomesos, Joux TosiN, B. T. CoLEriDGE, Pro-
fessor Wirsox, Sir WaLTER ScotT, and Sir FrRancis CHAN-
TRY, were all ardent disciples of Walton; and Admiral Lord
Nrrsox was so passionately fond of the sport, that he fished
with his left hand a long time after he had lost his right.

Bexsamin West, who enjoyed many a day’s sport with
Sir Humphrey Davy, was an American Painter; and to come
down to our own day, Hy. Ixmux, one of the best American
Painters living, now on a visit to Europe, divides his time
partly in painting the portraits of the nobles of England, and
partly in the noble sport of trout and salmon fishing. in the
beautiful lakes and rivers of Scotland.

Danier WessTeR finds relief, after a tedious winter’s
session of Congress, in angling for salmon in the Kennebec,
and for trout in the various streams of Massachusetts. It is
said, moreover, that this distinguished statesman is gnite os
much at home in preparing a kettle of chowder, as he is in
the halls of legislation
Burkn is acknowledged
for pickerell as in the cu

Many other names of

Oft have tried witl
To tempt the tena

could be added tothis lis
regard by all classes of
observant reader will dr
When, however, we
our country, its many bes
the finny tribe abound,
glers, when compared
small. But the fact is, (
the majority of the Ame:
« getting rich.” that the:
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solid pleasures of this life, until, by the fatigues and perplexi
ties of business, they are better fitted for the grave, than for
any proper and healthy recreation. .

An eminent divine and sound philosopher of this city, iu
a discourse a short time since, remarking on the habits of the
people of this country, said: “that they always seemed to be
in a state of perpetual excitement—one continual hurry and
bustle ; and that it would not be surprising to him to see half
of the population of New-York fall down in its streets in epi-
leptic fits; and that chronic diseases, in most cases caused by
excessive mental excitement, close application, and want of
air and proper exercise, were fearfully on the increase."”

WavTton says, * And for you, that have heard many grave
and serious men pity anglers, let me tell you sir, there be
many men that are by others taken to be serious and grave
men, which we contemn and pity. Men that are taken to be
grave because nature hath made them of a sour complexion—
money-getting men—men that spend all their time first in
getting, and nez¢ in anxious care to keep it—men that are
condemned to be rich, and then always busy or discontented :
for these poor rich men, we anglers pity them perfectly, aud
stand in no need to borrow their thoughts to think ourselves
80 happy.” No, troth, we should be very sorry to borrow
anything from persons of this stamp, much less their thoughts,
the poorestthings probably by far in their possession. Good
Isaac, verily thou didst know human nature !

It is true, as WaLTox has remarked, that many have ridi-
culed tlris noble science and pitied its followers ; but let those
whose extreme and sumewhat morbid sensibilities have ren-
dered them blind to the beauties of nature, remember that he
“ who went about doing good," chose a number of his apostles
from among fishermen, and considered them worthy objects
of his confidence and love.

It seems, in fine, a work of supererogation to attemnt to
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justify this agreeable pastime, after the expressed opinions of
80 many learned and distinguished men of every age ; and let
us ask the reader if. there is any recreation at once so harm-
less, and with which so many happy associations are blended
~—which combines so many rational inducements to health
and true enjoyment, as Angling.

“ Adieu! ye sports of Noise and Toil
‘That Crowds in senseless strife embroil ;
The Jockey’s Mirth, the Huntsman’s Train,
Debauch of Health, and waste of Gain,
More mild Delight my Life employ,
The ANGLER'S unexpensive Joy.
Here I can sweeten Fortune'’s Frowns,
Nor envy Kings the Bliss of Crowns.”
B20oxEs ON ANGLING, (766




. CHAPTER 1.
ON THE MATERIALS USED IN ANGLING.

4 My rod and my line, my float and my lead,
My hook and my plummet, my whetstone and knife,

My basket, my baits, both living and dead,
My net, and my meut, for that is my chief,

Then I must have thread, and hairs green and small,
With mine ¢ Angling Purse '—and so you have all.”

WavrTon.
* You must have all these, and twice as many more, with which, if
you meaa to be a fisher, you must store yourself.”"—Ipxx.

me a successful Angler, to
ckle; and as many Anglers
r own materials, it will not
of the articles which con-
establishment. Therefore,
with the following articles :
»th bait and fly-fishing ; rods
or bridge fishing and troll-

isted and platted, silk-worm
ax lines for trolling or sea

large, for light or heavy .



MATERIALS USED IN ANGLING—RODS. 21

Hooks of various patterns, from No. 0 to 12, on silk-worm
gnt, hair, gimp or wire, snap-hooks for trolling, hooks on
hemp lines, &c., loose hooks of all sizes.

Floats of quill, cork, or wood, of various sizes.

Sinkers, plain, swivel and hollow, for sea, middle or bot-
tom fishing, split shot, and swivels for fly-fishing.

Leaders of hair, gut or grass, of various lengths, loose gut
for making or repairing leaders or tying on hooks, and gimp
or wire for pickerel tackle.

Squids of pearl, ivory, bone, tin or lead, for sea or river
trolling, artificial flies, minnows, grasshoppers, frogs, mice,
shrimp, &ec.

Disgorgers of vavious sizes, bait needles, clearing rings,
bait and landing nets, bait box, and baskets.

A Book containing a full assortment of artificial flies ; a box
containing a variety of feathers, worsted, silks of all colors,
gold thread, shoemakers' wax, &c.; also, a book for general
tackle.

- A pair of plyers, a pair of scissors, a penknife, hand vice,
and a file for sharpenine tha mninte and havhe of baol

There is probat
gler looks with so :
like the fowler's gu
they are always !
kinds of woods, an
cies of Angling. T
Fugland, and made
adapted to our mod
into disuse. Amer
provements in the
now turn out rod:
finish, cannot be su
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of all Anglers, from the single ferruled rod for the novice, at
the cost of from $2 to $5, to the more expensive one of the
swientific Angler, varying from $5 to $50. Those now in ge-
neral use are made either from ash, bamboo, Calcutta reed,
or lance wood. The three former woods are preferred by
good Anglers; the latter wood is objected to on account of
its weight, and as it is the main-object of the sportsman to
have his tackle as light as strength and durability will permit,
this description is seldom used. There are three requisites
for all good rods, viz. strength, lightness and pliability; and it
is absolutely necessary that the wood should be of such a na-
ture as to admit of a uniform flexibility from batt to tup.
Rods for salmon are usually from 18 to 20 feet in length,
the butt made of well seasoned maple, the second and third
joints of ash, and the fourth joint, or top, of lance wood ; and
if for fly-fishing, the top should be in three pieces, neatly
spliced, say in equal proportions of lance wood, bamboo, and
whalebone.
Far atrinad ar hlack hasa and nickerel, a rod from 12 to
t of ash, the second and
tter wood is preferred by
itness and toughness, and
sod as the best ash,) the
The Calcutta reed also
be had of a regular taper,
imperfections, and is used
ate, or cut up into joints,
ers prefer these rods in
1y miles to procure them.
who have their regular
rod of this description,
tavern where they stop.
proper manuer, will suve
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the Angler muck trouble ; as, in case of accident, his rod is
always at the place of destination.

The rods used for Trout are from 12 to 16 feet in length;
the butt of maple, the second and third joints of ash or lance
wood, and the last joint, or top, of lance wood, for bait; if for
fly-fishing, of spliced lance wood, bamboo, and whale-bone.
similar to the salmon rod: in fact, a trout rod may be called
a small salmon rod, and is very often used for the same pur-
pose.

The general rod is very useful in travelling where the
Angler expects a variety of sport. It is composed of various
kinds of woods, with a hollow butt, commonly of maple, and
is made to contain several spare tops, of different sizes, by
which it can be altered to suit any kind of fishing.

The walking-cane rod, if well made, is also a very useful
article for travelling, or where the Angler does not wish his
business or profession ' ' i o
into another, and the
similar to the walking
trout, perch, or any I
heavy fishing, as it ca
strong. Heavyrodsh
but they are large, and
ordinary jointed rod.

The true Angler sb
each kind of fishing.
tioned are for sale at t!
put up in compact for
or neat leather cases.

The Angler will th
a rod of any descriptic
perfectly straight, tigh'
ual tapering from butt
its parts.
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REELS.

Many old-fashioned Anglers think that this is a superfluous
article in the equipment of a sportsman ; but to any one who
has used it, it is almost as indispensable as the rod itself. The
main object of the reel is to give the fish a sufficient quantity
of line to tire itself, and consequently affords nore sport than
could be obtained by the rod alone. By means also of this
valuable accessory, fish of almost incredible weight, may be
captured where the rod would prove utterly useless.

They are generally made of brass or German silver, and
are _f two kinds, simple and compound, or plain and multi-
plying. Those used for trout, perch, or any kind of light
fishing, are mostly imported from England, and hold from 20
to 50 yards of line. The majority of good Anglers prefer a
multiplying reel, because they can wind up much faster, and
consequently enjoy more sport in the same length of time;
snma nrefar the olain reel on account of its simplicity, and

pposite grounds, and also reason
vheels of the multiplier are apt to
'nt by pressure. This may apply
Is, but not to those of American
Imost entirely superseded the fo-
ption of artificial baits, all articles
itry are equal, if not superior, to
e Angler can procure the Ameri-
avoid any thing else.

r salmon fishing, are manufactur-
7, and are calculated to hold from
h. They are made of the best
an silver, with balance handles,
in or steel bushings. They run
east possible noise, and when in
of the scientific Angler.
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LINES.

Lines are made of silk, silk and hair, gut, India grass, tlax,
hemp, and cotton. They vary in size and length—coming
from the size of a hair to that of a quarter of an inch, and
in some cases even thicker. and being from 12 to 200 yards
long.

A line for trout, should be either of silk, silk and hair,
India grass, or fine flax; the most common one in use, how-
ever, for this fish, is the India grass, which is to be had in
lengths of from 12 to 20 yards, and of various sizes. The
silk plaitted line has an extensive reputation in England for
this species of angling, as also that of twisted silk and hair.
They are expensive, but considered by far the best for trout
and salmon fishing.

For salmon, lake pickerel, black or striped bass, the lines
in general use are made of flax, hemp, grass, silk, or hair, all
of which can be obtained jn lengths of from 50 to 200 yards.

The cotton and hemp lines (50 to 100 yards long) are used
in trolling for blue fish, bass, pickerel, or any kind of sea
fish.

The size and length of a line should alwavs varv in nra-
portion to the sport anticipated.
have too light a line in clear troi
strong enough to take your fish; a1
apply to striped bass, salmon, and
subject of lines generally, much m
and judgment of the sportsman.

HOOKS.
There is no article of tackle of |

Angler, and concerning which such
as the Hook.
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The most common Hook in use in this country is the
* Kirby,” which the reader will perceive is not included in
either of the plates, for the reason, that until a few years
since, it has been the only kind in use, and consequently
its shape and construction are well known to every sports-
man. The sizes and numbers are similar to the * Lim-
erick,"” so that a person wishing to procure a Kirby Houk,
can do so by giving the number of the Limerick pattern.
These hooks derive their name from one Kirby, who first
made them, according to instructions given him by Prince
Rupert, a member of the Royal Society of London. They
vary materially in shape, being more or less kirb'd* or bent;
high or low in the point; with long or short shanks, some
marked, and others flatted. Those with flatted shanks are
used in taking salt water fish only—such as black-fish, por-
gies, eels, flounders, &c., where a hemp line is attached.
Those with marked or indented shanks are tied to gut, hair,
or other light materials, and are wsed in all kinds of fresh
water fishing. There are many cheap hooks of the Kirby
description, imported and sold in this country.t Within a
few years, an inferior quality, made in Germany, has been
sold at cheap rates and in large quantities to the couutry
trade. Hooks of this latter quality may always be tested (as
in fact may any hook) by merely sticking the barb into a pine
board and pulling moderately ; it will be found as brittle as
glass. It may not be improper to state here, that one of the
reasons why the Kirby hook has gone into comparative dis-
use, is because the Limerick, for fine fishing, is far superior,
and has consequently superseded them ; although the former,

* A phrase denoting the peculiarity in all Kirby hooks, derived from
the name of the inventor. .

t There are many goods imported, and labelled “ manufactured ez-
pressly for the American market,” which are absolutely unfit for any
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when of fine quality, are still preferred by many scientific
Anglers.

Plate No. 1, represents the best pattern of Limerick hook
now in use. They are, as the reader will perceive, perfectly
straight, without the slightest® kirb or bend, the point and
barb delicately finished, and the hook neatly japanued black,
to prevent corrosion. Its great superiorty, over any other
hook, consists in its perfect adaptation to artificial fy-fishing ;
in fact, it is rarely the case that any other hook is used for
that purpose. They were originally invented and made by
one O'Shaughnessy, of Limerick. 8ir HumpureY Davy, in
his ¢ Salmonia,” says: “ I never use any hooks for salmon
fishing, except those 1 am sure have been made by
O'8haughnessy, of Limerick.”t He also gives the following
method of tempering hooks: * It is requisite that the iron be
pure and malleable, such as is procured from old horse-shoe
nails, which we believe to be generally made from Swedish
iron. This should be cemented with charcoal into good soft
steel, and that into wires of different sizes.” The original
O'Shaughnessy hook thus highly spoken of, is not made of
wire like the ordinary hook, but is forged and hammered into
shape from the rough steel, which gives an opportunity of
varying the form, and of throwing proper strength into those
parts of the hook which most require *  ™%i~ 1~sene - demee
age, it will be remembered, cannot |
nary wire hooks. Their general sup:
consists in their excellence of temper
shape of the bend, and position of stre

* Some Anglers prefer the Limerick sli
sasily done by subjecting them to 8 moderat
dle, and bending them with a pair of plyers.

t Professor Rcnnie objects to Davy's opii
hooks were made at that time, but good h«
London and Birmingham.
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O’'S8haughnessy hooks in Limerick, vary from one-and-six-
pence to four shillings sterling per dozen, and when the cost
of importation is added thereto, it will be found that they are
rather expensive. The style and shape of the best Limerick
hook described in Plate No. 1, when well made, and properly
tempered, however, give satisfaction to the majority of
Anglers.

Those marked “ Lsmerick Trout are in general use for
trout or perch; and

Those marked * Limerick Salmon.” for pickerell, bass,
weak-fish, salmon, or salmon trout.

The hooks designated in Plate No. 2, us numbers 1 and
2, are the kinds used for black-fish, eels, and flounders.
Number 1 represents the ordinary round bent black-fish
hook, and number 2 the Virginia hook. This latter was
originally made to suit the fishing south of the Delaware,
and is highly esteemed in that region of country, where it
finds a large and ready sale. The numbers are the same as
those of the Limerick pattern.

No. 3 represents the * Aberdeen’ pattern, which is
made of small blued steel wire, with a perfectly round beud,
low point and long shank. It is used by some Anglers for
weak-fish, trout, salmon, and salmon trout.

Nos. 4 and 5 are correct drawings of the * Pickerell
Spring Snap Hook,” which the reader will notice consists of
three hooks. The small hook, used for the bait, is placed at
the top, whilst the two larger ones, made of spring steel, are
lewer down, and slide in a groove. No. 5 shows the hook
at rest. The exertions used by the fish, when finding him-
self caught, will naturally cause him to run, (if it may be so
called,) and in so doing he pulls the hooks down, and thus
spriugs them, securing him more safely than could be done
with a common hook. No. 4 presents the kook in a state of
2ction, and one too, it would appear. rather uncomfortable to
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the member of the ¢ finny family.” This hook is much used
in Europe, and produces good sport.

The single pickerell hook is numbered 6, on Plate 2, and
is a stout hook, either bent or straight.

The double pickerell hook is numbered 7 on the same
plate, and is made of a single piece of wire, similar to the
last. It has been found necessary, from the great voracity of
this fish, to attach twisted brass wire, or gimp, instead of gut
or line, to the hook used in angling for them.

The weak trout hook, which is a superior quality of Kirby,
made of slim wire, with a long shank, similar to the Aber
deen, will be found an excellent hook for trout, salmon, or
bass.

Bince the establishment of a manufactory of hooks in this
country, the Angler can gratify his own taste in selection, but
he must bear in mind that a great portion of his success de-
pends upon the quality of these small articles of his equip-
ment, and he should therefore take particular care to choose
those that are well tempered. Let him test every hook be-
fore attaching it to his line, ahd see that the barb and point
are perfect and sharp. A small file will be found convenient
for this latter purpose.

SINKERS, DIPSIES, OR LEADS, AND SWIVELS, &c

These articles of tackle are believed to be peculiar to this
country—no mention of them being made in English works
on Angling, split shot and bullets being used in their stead.

There are three kinds in use, the Plain, Slide, and Swivel
Sinkers.

The first of these, the Plain Sinker, is made of lead, with
brass wire loops at each end, and of various sizes, from a
quartér of an ounce in weight, for trout or perch fishing, to
that of one or two pounds for sea angling.
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The Slide Sinker, is nothing more or less than a thick
lead tube, slightly rounded at each end. It is used princi-
pally in bottom fishing ; the object of the tube being to allow
the line to pass through at the least motion of the fish, which
is thus immediately felt. It is considered much better than
the old plan, where the fish moves the weight of the sinker,
before the Angler has notice of his luck.

The Swivel Sinker is decidedly the best in use for any
kind of fishing, and is made similar to the Plain, with the ex-
ception of the swivels at each end, instead of the plain sta-
tionary loops. This arrangement gives the double advantage,
both of “ spimming ” the bait in trolling, and of preventing
the line from twisting, and consequent entanglement of the
leaders, hooks, &c.

Split Shot are used almost universally for trout fishing.
They should be quite small, and where greater weight is ne-
cessary, should be used in larger numbers rather than of
large size, as these latter make much noise when the line is
thrown, and are apt to frighten the fish.

Swivels are used for * spinning " bait, and for preventing
entanglement of the line. They are placed in various parts
of the tackle, but usually on the gut-length, or leader, and
should be a necessary appendage to the equipment.

8hould this chapter prove rather heavy for the patience of
the reader, it is to be hoped that the buoyancy of the next
may enable him to recover his equilibrium.

FLOATS.

Floats are made of quills, cork, and red cedar, of various
sizes, adapted to the current of water, or the peculiar descrip
tion of angling, and are of two shapes, egg and oblong.

The float used for trout is generally made of quills or
cork, and cannot be too light for fishing in clear streams*
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where the current is strong or water muddy, a larger float
may be used without inconvenience.

For bass, pickerell, or salmon, there are two kinds of
floats employed, the cork, end that made of hollow red cedar,
which are made of different sizes, varying from three to eight
inches in length, and of neat proportions. Those of red cadar
are very light, and much preferred in angling for bass and
weak-fish, in the vicinity of New-York.

SILK-WORM GUT, LEADERS, &c.

This extraordinary substance is comparatively little
known, except among dealers and scientific anglers. It is
manufactured in large quantities in Spain, and sent thence to
London, Edinburgh, and the United States.* It is a source
of much surprise, and by many viewed as incredible, that this
gut is taken from the sik-worm, at the time when it is about
to spin. The size of the gut varies accurding to the capacity
of the worm, some strands being as small as a fine’ hair, while
others are as thick as the 1-32 part of an inch. Itis a beauti-
ful, semi-transparent substance, and is in strands of from
twelve to twenty inches in length, but usually not exceeding
fifteen inches. When used by the Angler, it becomes quite
soft and pliable, but at the same time extremely strong and
durable. It is almost imperceptible in the water, and if of

* Inferior qualities of this article are manufactured in China and Italy
but the best is imported from Alioant, in Spain. No mention is made
of its ever having been fully fi ed in any other country
Mr. Durand, of Jersey-City, oppoune Now-York, succeeded in making
eome a few years ago, but the strands were entirely too short to be use
ful to the Angler. Latterly, however, an enterprising American in the
same neighborhood, has had still better success, and produced some al
most oqual to the Spanish. He is still experimeunting, and will no doubt
rucceed to his entire satisfuction.
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good quality, and carefully used, will outlast anything of the
kind which can be procured.

It is used singly, twisted, and plaitted for lines, leaders or
snells, for hooks. The smallest sizes are used for trout, and
the larger, when of superior quality, are highly esteemed
and in great demand for salmon or bass.

Leaders are made from the above-mentioned article,
twisted horse-hair, and India grass, and should always be as
light as possible.

LANDING AND BAIT-NETS, GAFF-HOOKS, AND
CLEARING-RINGS.

In the pleasure of anticipation, the enthusiastic fishermen
is very apt to forget many little things which are very im-
portant items in the success of his day’s sport; among these
are the articles enumerated above.

The Landing-Net in ordinary use is made of linen twine,
liameter, and about two feet in
eighths of an inch, and is at-
[iron or brass. The latter ma-

purpose, for the reason that it
'reas with almost every precau-
prevented from acting on the
2 made of stout hickory or ash,
ngth. A very convenient form
which occupies about half the
he ring or hoop is composed of
«ch it is folded into a very port-
is countrivance, in order to carry
-economizing inventor, is made
to each other like a telescope,
iports,” calls it, *“ a swallowed-
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The Bait-Net is made in a similar manner to the Landing,
but of small size, for shrimp, minnows, spearing, or like fish.
It should be about twelve inches in diameter by eighteen
fuches deep, with a quarter inch mesh.

The Gaff-Hook is found to be very important in securing
large fish after their strength is expended, and where the
landing-net cannot be.used. The hook is usually about four
inches in length, with or without a barb ; but as the latter is -
the more safe hook of the two, it is preferred. The handle
should be of hickory or ash, and from five to six feet in length

The Clearing-Ring is a useful article to the Angler in
difficulty, (for he is not wholly infallible, and will occasionally
have seme trouble,) and as Walton says the fisher should be
patient and not swear, his disciples, to prevent any thing of
the kind, should avail themselves of this valuable implement
The most simple and useful is made of iron, or stout lead, and
is in the form of a ring of from four to six ounces in weight,
and about three inches = I o
similar to that in the 1
tached to a stout line, at
and when needed is ope
down as a messenger.
the nawme, the use to wl
very serviceable in rer
Angler may encounter i
be well to observe here
tus should only be used
spoken of by Walton.

This hrings us to the
gler’s equipment, which
minntie of explanation,
more interestirg, cr et
instructions



CHAPTER II.
ON BAITS USED IN ANGLING.

Tax most common Bait used in this country for ensnaring
almost all varieties of the finny tribe that inhabit fresh water,
is the common earth-worm, or, as it is called, dew-worm,
dug-worm, and the angle-worm; which latter, from its univer-
sal use in angling, would be the most proper name. It can
generally be obtained by digging a foot or two in the ground,
except in sandy soils, which produce clear streams, and
where the fly will be found the better bait. Another method,
recommended by Blaine, is “ to walk cautiously over close
cut lawns, or clean fed meadows, with a candle or lantern,
during the night. If the weather be moist, and the search be
conducted with a very light tread, almost any quantity may
be procured ; for as they are blind, it is not the light but the
motion which disturbs them.” When they are not wanted
for immediate use, a good plan is, to wet some straw, or hay,
and lay it on the ground for a few days, by which means they
will be brought to the top, and can be easily gathered. An
other, and a more expeditions plan, practised by Walton, and
others, is to take the green leaves of the walnut-tree, and
squeeze the juice into fresh or salt water, and pour it on the
ground, which will make them rise in a very short time.

The common White Grub- Worm, is also a very good bait,
and will often take trout when all others have failed. They
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can be procured in the 8pring of the year, underneath decay-
ed trees, foliage, stumps, &c., and sometimes in fresh ploughed
ground.

The Grasshopper is an excellent bait for trout, when in
season, and is approved by all Anglers.

The Minnow, that beautiful little fish so highly esteemed
among all English sportsmen, is found in many of our streams,
under a variety of names, and makes a good trout, pickerell,
or salmon bait. .

The trout or salmon Spawn, however, takes the lead as
the best trout bait in the world ; so much so, that many An-
glers in Europe deem it unworthy a sportsman to use it.

Wasps, Beetles, Flies, Caterpiliars, Locusts,” and many
other insects, also make very good trout baits.

The Frog, used whole or in parts, is one of the best baits
for pickerell. The hind legs, when skinned, which operation
leaves them perfectly white, is preferred.

The Shiner or Mullet, the Gold-Fish, and in fact any
small fish, is acceptable to this all-devouring subject of the
Angler’s toil.

For salt water angling, the Skrimp, like the worm in fresh
water, takes its place as the best bait, and is a great favorite
with all anglers for striped bass or weak-fish.

The Shedder-Crab, when it can be procured, is a dainty
morsel and a most killing bait for striped bass—many of the
largest fish being taken with it.

The Soft-Shell Clam, when cut up into small pieces,
makes a very good bait for black-fish. flounders, or any kind
of sea fish. .

These are the only kinds of baits in general use; many
others are occasionally used, but are not worthy of special

* In the summer of 1843, Locusts were usod as u bait for weak-fish, in
the Hudsoa river, opposite Hoboken, with great success.
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notice. The Angler, to insure success, should always take a
variety of baits: as the fish, like the fisher, in his tastes is
often hard to please.

In addition to the abovementioned baits, the following,
taken from “ Hofland's Angler's Manual,” and used with
much success in England, may be found useful to the Angler.

The Marsh- Worm, is smaller than the dew-worm, and of
a paler color, with a broad flat tail. It is an excellent bait for
trout, when well scoured, and two of them may be used on
a hook.

The Brandling, is streaked from head to tail in round
riuglets, alternately red and yellow. and is ound in old dung-
1ills, but chiefly where various kinds of dung are mixed to-
gether, and in decayed tauners’ bark. It is considered a fine
sait for trout, perch, or eels.

The Little Gilt-Tail, or Tag-Worm, is of a pale yellow
towards the tail, and knotted like the dung-hill red-worm,
and found in old horse-dung.

The Red-Worm. This worm is small, and of a bright red.
It is found in old manure heaps, in decayed tanners’ bark, and
on the borders of old drains, and is highly spoken of for almost
every kind of fresh water fish.

The Peacock-Red, or Black-Headed Red- Worm, is found
under cow or horse-dung, three parts dried in the fields, bnt
chiefly under cow-dung. He is also found under stones in
the beds of rivers, and is a good trout worm.

The Gentle, or Maggot, is a universal bait, and will take
any kind of fresh water fish, save salmon and pike. It is a
very killing bait for trout.

The Cadis, or Cad-Bait, and Straw- Worm, are found in
we shallow, sandy parts of rivers, small brooks, and even
ditches. The first is a yellowish grub, with a reddish head.
and is covered with a case or husk of straw, bark, bits «f
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rushes, particles of gravel, &c., and with this covering to
shelter it, is enabled, by protruding its head, to creep on the
bottom of - the stream where it is found. There is another
similar kind, of several varieties, called the straw-worm,
which produce different sorts of flies. They are all excellent
bait for trout.

The Cow-Dung, Bob, or Clap-Bait, is found in the fields,
and old pastures, under cow-dung, from April to September.
Itis something larger than the gentle, has a reddish head,
and is a capital bait for trout. They may be preserved in a
tin box, with a little of the earth from which they were taken

The Dock Grub, is a large white grub, a reddish head,
aud is found in the root of the common water-dock from April
to June. A killing bait for trout, by dropping into a gentle
stream, or a still deep hole.

The Oak Grubis a small green caterpillar, and may be
procured in the months of June, July, and August, by shaking
the branches of an oak tree over a sheet or table-cloth. They
should be preserved in a large tin box, with a few of the oak
leﬂveﬂ in it. A mo-* ~emmnne £21 Lnle £ snen .

Bobs. These a
and Autumn; they
red heads—are goc

The Ash Grub,
when filled, and v
ground ; alsoin the
are very tender, re
for trout.

The majority of
similar locations i
months as in Engla
and possibly as ten

How to scour
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scouring and preserving worms, is little practised in this
country among Anglers generally; but as the method is very
simple, it should be followed by all sportsmen, on account of
the iucreased activity, brightness, and toughness it gives w
this favorite bait. A variety of modes are recommended Ly
different writers. The best method is to take a quantity of
moss, which can readily be procured in any part of the coun-
try, wash it well, and squeeze it till nearly dry, after which
place itin an earthern pot together with your worms. A few
days will be sufficient to make them thoroughly scoured, and
fit for use. They can be preserved in the same mauner for a
oumber of weeks, by changing and washing the moss every
three or four days. Should any of them be found sickly or
iead, they should be immediately removed, or they will
eventually destroy the others.

The mode of baiting hooks with worms.—* To bait with .
single worm. enter the noint of the hook a little below the
:breaking or bruising it,
i tail; the shank of the
» worm.”
hook, enter your hook at
3 itout at the middle, and
ur hook on the line, then
second worm, and bring
of the head ; draw down
1, and your bait will thea

single worm, is to enter
ud bring it carefully dowt
tail; and if tk> worm bs

ied or whipped oa
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very large, part of it may be drawn above the arming ~f the
hook on to the line.—Hofland.

4 To bait with a brandling. The point of your hook is
to be put in at the very tag of his tail, and run up his body
quite over all the arming, and still stripped on an inch at
least upon the gut, the head and remaining part hanging
downward.

“ The Grubs are to be baited thus: It will be necessary
to wrap on a piece of stiff bair or gut, with your arming,
leaving it standing out about a straw’s breadth at the end of
your hook. The hook is to be put in under the head or chaps
of the bait, and guided down the middle of the belly, without
suffering it to peep out of the way, (for then the ash-grub,
especially, will issue out water and milk till nothing but the
skin shall remain, and the bend of the hook shall appear black
through it,) till the poiut of your ho k come 8o low that the
head of your bait may
stand out to hold it, by
self, neither will the fc
out upon any mistake,

“ The Cadsis may t
gether, and is sometir
worm, and sometimes
the hook, but is. alway
especially,) with the !
bait for trout.”— Cotto

OF P

Pastes are consider
taking carp, chub, dace
been tried with succes:
The following will ta
in many cases more th
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8almon Roe. Barker, author of 4 work on angling, was
the first to discover this most tempting bait. In a letter to a
* noble lord,” he says: * I have an experience of late which
you may angle with, and take great store of this kind of fish.
tirst, it is the best bait that I have seen in all my time ; and
will take great store. and not fail, if they be there. Secondly,
it is a speciul bait for dace, or dare, good for chub, or bottlin,
or grayling. The bait is the roe of a salmon or trout ;* if it
be a large trout, that the spawns be any thing great, you
must angle for the trout with this as you angle with the
bradling, taking a pair of scissors, and cut as much as a large
hazel nut, and bait your hook, so fall to your sport; there is
no doubt of pleasure. If I had known it but twenty years
ago, I would have gained a hundred pounds only with that
bait. I am bound in duty to divulge it to your honor, and
uot carry it to my grave with me. I do desire that men of
quality should have it that delight in that pleusure. The

N - " = - at ine, but for that I care not.”
g most approved method of pre-

nmersed in water, as hot as the
n picked from membranous films,
with cold water, und hung up to
iich, put to it two ounces of rock
"an ounce of salt-petre, and again
2. Now spread it on a dish, and
or in the sun, and when it be-
Ve should, however, recommend
e mass, but that it be divided in
ch some melted suet, by which
ed when wanted, instead of dis

of the Times,” says he has used ths
he White M ins, New-Hampshi

S~
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turbing the general store. It forms an additional security to
cover each over with a moistened skin or bladder. To bait,
first put on the hook (which should be sized according to the
fish intended to be tried for) a mass which shall fill up the
hollow of the bend and hide the steel. On the point, put two
or more firm large gruins, both to conceul the snare and tempt
the £sh.”

Shrimp Paste is-used by some Anglers for perch, and is
prepared and used in a similar manner to the salmon rve
paste.

Cheese Paste is a favorite with some Anglers. It is made
of either old or new cheese, grated, and worked into a paste
with a little butter aud saffron, and also with stale bread if
the cheese be new, and new bread if the cheese be stale.

Siceet Paste,is made by mixing a proportion of bread and
honey together, until they become thoroughly incorporated,
aud of sufficient tenacity to remain well on the hook. When
Loney cannot be procured, white sugar, made into a syrup,
or molasses, will be found equally good.

Bread Paste. The following simple method is recom-
mended by Hofland. Take the inside of a French roll, or a
piece of fine white bread, nearly new, soak it a few seconds
in water, then squeeze from it with very clean hands, knead
it, and work it patiently till it becomes a perfect, smooth, and
compact paste.

Pastes are sometimes colored, to give them the appearance
of fish spawn. For this purpose, to giva a vallanr anlae sea
saffron or turmeric, and for a redd

Wheat, Rye, Barley, and othei
used for taking small fish of vari
They should be soaked in water, o
The Angler will find them useful 1
spearing, and other small fry for b

Graves or Tallow-Chandlers’
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English writers on angling highly approve of this bait for
barbel, roach, dace, chub, and eels. As it can be easily
procured, and may prove a good bait for some varieties of
our own fish, we conclude our Chapter on Baits, by giving
Blaine and Hofland’s manner of preparing it. Blaine says:
“ To prepare them, break a sufficient quantity, over which
first pour some cold water, and let it stand by all night: in
the next morning, pour off the cold, and in lieu of it pour
some warm, but not very hot water; after this has stood an
hour or two, the parts of the greaves will separate, from
which choose as baits the largest, whitest, and most connect-
ed pieces, which cover with leaves, or wrap in a moist cloth
for use. When fishing, hang one, two, or three of the whitest
pieces on the hook, concealing the ‘point.” Hofland says:
“ They must be chopped into small pieces, placed in an
earthen pan, and boiling water poured on them till covered,
when in one hour, the slimy particles will have softened and
separated, and become fit for use : when mixed with clay and
bran, they form an excellent ground bait. Graves should be
newly scalded for every day’s fishing, for if smle, they do
more harm than good.”

The following beautiful lines by Cotton, the celebrated
Angler, and friend of Walton, may serve to remind their dis-
ciples of many requisites for success, which put in plain prose
wight possibly be forgetten.

Away to the brook,
All your tackle out-look,
Were's a day that is worth a year's wishing,
See that all things be right,
For 'twould be a spite
To waut tools when a man goes a-fishing.
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Your rod with tops two,
For the same will not do,

if your manner of angling you vary ;
And full well may you think,
If you troll with a pink,

One too weak muy be apt to miscarry.

Then basket, neat made
By a master in’s trade,
In a belt at your shoulders must dangle ;
For none o’er was 80 vain
To wear this to disdain .
Who a true brother was of the angle.

Next pouch must not fail,
Stuffd as full as a mail,
With wax, crewels, silks, hairs, furs, and feathern,
To make several flies.
For the several skies,
That shall kill in despite of all weathers.

The boxes and books
For your lines and your hooks ;
And, though not for strict need notwithstanding,
Your scissors and hone
To adjust your points on,
With a net to be sure of your landing.

All these being on,
"Tis high time we were gone,
Down and upward, that all may have pleasura,
Till, here meeting at night,
We shall have the delight
To discourse of our fortunes at leisure.

The day ’s not too bright,
And the wind hits us right
Aad all nature does seem to invite us ;
We have all things at will
For to second our skill,
As they all did conspire to delight us.
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IMPROVEMENTS IN ANGLING INSTRUMENTS.

MaNyY improvements have of late years been made in the
materials used in angling, both in this country and in Eu-
rope.

RODS.

This important article of the angler's pleasure is wade
adapted to every variety of sport, and independently by it-
self, although the general rod, for salt and fresh water basse-
fishing, is still used and found serviceable. The best and
lightest trout-rods are made either of split bamboo or green-
beart, aud do not weigh over 9 or 10 ounces, while many
scientific unglers prefer a 7-ounce rod, “a graceful wand,”
that can be bent from tip to butt, and with which a cast can
be made of from 60 to 90 feet. Salmon-rods are made
equally as fine and pliable in proportion, of the same mate-
rials. These rods are made with metal ferrules or splices,
many sportsmen preferring the latter style. Heavy troll-
ing-rods will be found at all the outfitting establishments,
eapecially adapted to trolling or casting in the surf.

REELS.

Click-reels, for trout and salmon fishing, are made to suit
the taste of those who tread the banks of the stream or
roam o'er rocks and rushing river. Fine bronzed reels are
imported from London and find sale, and checks or drags
in reels for heavy work are adopted as important. Reels of
bard rubber, instead of brass or German silver, find favor
with some, and others consider a style composgd of metal
and rubber as much superior. A little experience will en-
able the heginner to sclect with care and judgment from an
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honorable dealer, and * they are all honorable, because they
are all faithful anglers.”

ARTIFICIAL BAITS

Are made to imitate Nature 8o closely, that it is sometimes
difficult to distinguish between the imitation and the natural.
The trolling minnow is made of plated metal and silver, so
as to imitate the original, and can be used, as are the spoon
and other trolling devices, with scarlet feathers or worsted ;
and, with every variety of flies, can be had of quality to
please the most fastidious fish or fisher.

The ponderating or adjustable sinker, made in several
parts to screw together, i3 an improvement, angler to change
the weight of his lead without detaching it from his line, is
an improvement worthy of notice.

HOOKS,

These little indispensable articles of the angler's outfit
have been introduced by the manufacturers of this country
and Europe in a variety of new styles. A form called the
Sproat-bend, imported from England, finds wuch favor with
some; while the Kinsey or Pennsylvania hook is preferred
by others. They are both excellent in shape, and approach
nearly in form and style the original O'Shaughnessy hook,
which if drawn out with the hammer and properly terupered,
as described on page 27, may be considered the ne plus uitra.
For fine fishing, for salmon or trout, the expense of this lit-
tle article of equipment should be a secondary consideration
—the best id the cheapest ; the form, such as fancy or expe-
rience may dictate,




CHAPIER IIL.
OBSERVATIONS ON THE PRACTICE OF ANGLING.

For Angling may be said to be likc the Mathematics, that it can
aever be fully learned ; at least not so fully but that there will be still
more experimenting left for the trial of other men.” WarLTON.

AnaLing generally, in this country, is not necessarily so sci-
entific as in many parts of Europe. Our streams being larger,
more numerous, and less fished, except in a few instances
near our large citigs, heavier tackle in some cases may be
used, and less skill required. In angling for trout in the
country streams, where immense quantities are found, the
less skilful angler, with coarse tackle, will often succeed in
filling his basket in a very short time. But as railroads in-
crease, and access becomes more easy to the different fishing
grounds, the fish will become more shy, greater skill be re-
quired, and finer tackie indispensable, to complete success.
Hence where a worm for trout, a piece of bread for perch, or
a strip of pork for pickerell, have been used, natural or arti-
ficial flies, and small fish, attached to the finest possible kind
of materials, will be needed. Therefore the true Angler
should make himself thoroughly acquainted with the most
approved modes of Angling, and the best materials for his
proper equipment.
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The Artificial Fly, so much used in England, finds but
little favor in this country, not because it is not as good a bait,
but because more skill is required in using it; consequently
many of our Anglers only fish in the spring months, when the
water is thick and turbid, and the worm can be used, while
the more experienced sportsman from foreign parts,® will
astonish the native by his dexterity in throwing the fly and kill
ing an almost incredible number of fish, where the unbeliever
regarded the fly as a useless article of tackle. There are
some that attain to greater proficiency in fly-fishing than
others, as is the case with almost any kind of sport. But the
skill necessary to success in this branch of our subject, is not
80 great as the novice imagines: certainly it is the more gen
teel, as well as the most pleasant mode, as those who have
successfully tried it can testify. It is therefore to be hope
it will be more generally adopted by .

All who seek the lake or brook,
With rod and line, and float and hook.

Great improvements have been made within a few years
in the manufacture of artificial baits. Every variety of fish
and insect has been most successfully imitated, defying almost
the scrutiny of the Angler, and certainly the object of his
sport. These improvements every brother of the angle
should adopt, and thereby remove the objections of the few
who oppose the art on Bacon and Byronic grounds.t

As the enjoyment of angling naturally makes the sports
man a keen observer, he should pay particular attention 1
the winds, those

* Parties are olten made up in England for fishing in the Canadas
and the United States.

t Byron and Bacon both objected to angling on t of the neces
sitv which then existed of using various live animals on the hook as baits

4
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“ Unseen currents of the air,

as Bryant bas it. Walton says: “ You are to take notice, that
of the winds, the south wind is said to be the best. One ob
serves, that

.

When the wind is in the south,
It blows the bait in the fish’s mouth.’

Next to that, the west wind is believed to be the best; and
having told you that the east wind is the worst. I need not
tell which wind is the worst in the third degree: and yet (as
Solomon observes) ¢ that he that considers the wind shall
never sow,’ 8o he that busies his head too much abcut them,
if the weather be not made extreme cold by an east wind,
shall be a little superstitious; for as it is observed hy some
that there is no good horse of a bad color, 8o I have observed
that if it be a cloudy day, and not extreme cold, let the wind
set in what quarter it will, and do its worst, I heed it not, and
would willingly fish standing on
take notice that the fish lies or
in deeper water than in sum-
om in a cold day, and then gets

er.

“ For fly-fishing,

right a beam,
rching sun.

vack to the sun, as your shadow
he fish are frightened at yonr
rtant instructions to the Angler,
ence they come should be con-
would be well to notice here,
8 or severe storms, the Angler
: expect sport, and that it is use-
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less to angle after along drought in summer, or in the autumn
or spring, when the high east, or cold north winds blow.

In fresh water angling the best time is early in the morn-
ing, or at the close of the day. The proper time for salt
water angling depends upon the tide. The best time is at
the last of the ebb or the first of the flood, whether at morn-
ing, at mid-day, or at night.

In all kinds of angling it is necessary to be very cautious,
but particularly in taking the wily trout. Many novices in
the art wander up and down streams, and wade creeks, with
little or no success, from the want of this—a proper requisite
of every good angler. The more skilful, also, sometimes tail
from the same fault.

A story is told, which serves well to show the necessity
of caution. An Angler, who had risen with the sun, and
fished till near noon-day without success, was outdone by a
knowing one, who, with proper precaution, passed his rod
and line between the le
were pretty well stretct
He soon had a bite, anc
trout, almost before th
Ppresence.

Some are of opinion
the tread on the grou
at the least noise, when
“ Angler’s Guide,” says
you can, and go quietly
many enemies that the:
see, feel, or hear; even

* 8mith, in his ¢ History
the acoustic apparatus is bo)
sound propagated through tl
to the whole body, and whi:
hoaring. .
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der which they frequently lie) will alarm them, and epoil the
Angler's sport, &c.; and also, when two or three auglers are
fishing near each other; therefore avoid agitating the water
by trampling on the bank unnecessarily ; drop your baited
hook in the water gently, and you will kill more fish than
three Anglers who act differently.”

Blaine also says: * Avoid every thing that may attract the
attention of the fish : stand so far from the water’s edge as
you can, and never let your shadow fall on the water. If
possible, take the advantage of a bush, tree, &c., completely
to conceal the person. When an Angler fishes near home,
an artificial screen of rushes, twigs, &c., may be employed
for that purpose. In dropping or dipping with the natural
fly, the greatest caution is necessary to keep completely out
of view of the fish; not only the shadow of the person, but
that of the rod also, should be kept from falling on the water.”

The dress of the Angler is of great importance in trout
angling. If it be true, as before stated, that this timid inha-
bitant of the brook is disturbed by the least motion, certainly
the best means should be taken to render any motion imper-
ceptible. There are two colors of dress for angling, desirable
on different occasions. If your sport be in the summer,and lie
mid the brilliant green foliage of the trees, bushes, and mead-
ows, your dress should undoubtedly be green throughout. On
the contrary, should you be pleased to enjoy yourself in au-
tumn, when nature has changed the scene, and draped herself
in sober brown, the most proper uniform is a drab from top t
toe. A disciple of Walton, who angles on Long-Island, and
takes more trout than any ten sportsmen who visit that delight-
ful resort, is represented as standing as still as a ghost, his rod

extended in his hand, without any apparent motion, equipped
in drab pantaloons, drab vest, drab coat, and drab hat; and
80 quiet is he in his movements, that he will take a mess of
trout, when a person but a few yards distant would hardly he
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aware that he moved a muscle. How different from many
who profess to understand the art, and who go whipping and
splashing the water for miles around.

As health is of great importance, the lover of this sport
should adopt the physician’s prescription, and ‘‘ keep the
head cool and the feet warm.” To this end he should pro-
vide himself with a pair of water-proof boots, to be ready
should he wish to wade the stream, or cross a marsh. He
should also pay strict attention to all laws regarding angling,
und all rules laid down for bridge, boat, or brook fishing, and
on no account transgress the laws of the different States with
respect to spawning time, and the size of the fish to be taken.

It is much to be regretted, that there are many who call
themselves anglers, who set all laws at defiance, by taking
many kinds of fish out of season; such conduct is unworthy a
sportsman, and should meet with rebuke from every member
of the angling community.

Finally, let the disciple of the rod

« Use all gently,”

and when he has made up his mind to pass a few days, or
even hours, in this delightful amusement, let him be fully
prepared with everything mecessary, and everything in order




CHAPTER IV.
THE SALMON.

Tms noble fish was known to the world as early as the days
of the Romans. Pliny speaks of them as being in the rivers
of Aquitaine. They are found at the present day in the
waters of France, England, Ireland and 8cotland, and on this
continent as far north as Greenland. They are found in the
greatest abundance in Ireland and Scotland. In some of the
rivers of the latter country, large rents are paid for these
fisheries. In England and Wales, at certain seasons, they
have been mkeu by thousands in a day, and on some occa-
<+ ~have been fed to the swine.

3 plenty, that the farmer’s

hem but wwice a week for

Fishes of Massachusetts,”

Charles Kendall, a respect-
f Boston, assured us, that
merica, within a few years,
me leaping down the crags
lightful fishes were urging
rowds, with hardly water
t he stood with an axe and
assed between his feet. He
1 the long branches of trees
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that waved over the falls, and pick out the eyes of severat at
a time, before they flew back to their resting-places.”

The Salmon formerly frequented the Hudson* and Con-
necticut, but the steamboat navigation on these beautiful
rivers, have interfered with their passage, and by increasing
interruption, they have been driven farther north, and like the
aboriginal inhabitants of our land, seem destined to find a
resting-place far beyond the home of .heir fathers. The
Kenncbec, the St Lawrence, the waters of California and
Oregon, and many of our western lakes, now furnish large
quantities, equal in beauty and flavor to those of any part
of the world. They leap up the falls of many of theee
rivers with astonishing and almost incredible velocity, sar-
mounting obstacles of great magnitude by the extraordinary
muscular power of their tail. Michael Drayton, an English
writer, speaks of their summersault, or leap, in the following
lines :

4 As when the salmon seeks a fresher stream to find,
(Which hither from the sea comes yearly by his kind,)
As he towards sea:

Where Tivy, fallir

Forced by the risit

As though within t

Here, when the lat

And finds that by |

His tail takes in hi

That's to full comp

Then sprioging at

That bended end t

Far off itself doth

And if at first he fi

He instantly essay:

8till yerking, neve:

Abave the opposin,

* A namber were
moanth of June, 1844,
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Like the trout, they are very timid; and if, at the time of
their udvent, they are suddenly frightened by any noise, or
splashing of the water, will turn and swim in a contrary direc-
tion at a surprising rate of velocity. It has been ascertained
by calculation, that they can move at the rate of 30 miles an
hour. They run up the rivers from the sea, to deposit their
spawn, from April to July, and are at this time in fine condi-
tion for the table ; after which they return again to the sea.
They are much troubled with what fishermen call the salmon-
louse, and are known in some instances to return to the fresh
water in the months of September and October, to rid them-
selves of these annoying insects. Smith says: * The young
are about two inches in length when they visit the sea for the
first time.  After the parent fish have passed up the rivers,
the spring following, the young ones follow at a respectable
distance, having grown about six inches. At the end of two
years, they weigh five, six, and seven pounds; at the end of
six years, they have attained their ordinary dimensions.”

An English writer, called the “ North Country Angler,”
says: * The roe of the salmon becomes salmon fry in March
and April, and they very soon find their way to the sea, where
they grow with amazing rapidity ; as on their return to their
native streams in June or July of the same year, they weigh
six or seven pounds. They are usually called grilse until they
weigh about nine pounds, after which they are called
salmon.”

The following account of late experiments on salmon in
Scotland, taken from the ‘‘ Kelso Mail,” a Scotch paper,
rathar nantradicts the opiniona of former writers on the rapid

fish. ¢ In the month of
jame-keeper at Bowhill,
.and marked from six to
g down to the sea, by in-
tail of .each, and twisting
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it at both ends. In the last week of July last, (1844,) a grilse
of from five to six pounds weight, was caught at the shore-
side fishery near Berwick, by James M'Queen, fisherman,
and in the tail was a piece of wire twisted at both ends, as
described. M’Queen did not preserve the wire, but is satis-
fied in his own mind that it was brass, and of the description
inserted n the fry by Mr. Keras. There can therefore
scarcely be a doubt that it was one of the fry marked by the
latter, and proves to a demonstration, that the fry occupy a
much longer period in arriving at a state of maturity than has
been generally supposed.”

This extraordinary fish grows to a very large size. Hof-
land says, the largest ever heard of in England was sold in the
London market, and weighed 83 pounds. He also tells a story
of a Scotch Highlander, who, whilst fishing in the river Awe,
struck u salmon, which he played with great ekill and patience
until night came, wher ’ o -
persevering fisher, not
mouth and lay down fc
o’clock in the morning,
and the fish, after a {
weighed 73 pounds.
salmon ever taken in F
measured upwards of fc
body, and weighed ne
some in this country of
covered waters and vir
‘s to be thrown. The |
weighed about forty po

The common lengt]

a half feet, except whe
mentioned, when they"
They are of a beautiful
the belly and blueon tl
irregular dark and cop
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ally of a larger and more slender shape than the female, with
a slight difference in the shape and color of the spots. The
upper jaw is larger than the lower, and in the males the under
jaw is curved upward. Considered as a whole, he may be
called the most extraordinary and most beautiful fish in the
world; and whether we admire him as leaping the cataract,
fresh floored from his native element on the green carpet of
the meadow, or in smoking anticipation as a viand on
the table, he well deserves the appellation of king of the
watery course, or, as Willis in his quaint way would proba-
bly call him, the prince of fish-dom.

The sport in taking him is of the most exciting kind, re-
quiring the utmost skill of the truly scientific Angler. Sir
Walter Bcott says: * Salmon fishing is to all other kinds of
angling, as buck shooting to shooting of any meaner descrip-
tion. The salmon is in this particular the king of fish. It
requires a dexterous hand and an accurate eye to raise and
~¢=*l-a him + and whan ¢his i3 gachieved, the sport is only be-

ling, unless in case of an unusually
at once commenced and ended.
'out that ever was hooked, shows
son to afresh run-salmon. There
ixists between coursing the hare
y plensure and suspense are of
he address and strength required
when attained, not only more
The hazards of failure are also
the instinct of the salmon leads
rescape, which must be met and
on the part of the angler "
apid rivers or large lakes, with
t run into the sea, and are usually,
the roughest and boldest parts.
early in the morning or late in
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the afternoon, when there is a light breeze on the water
When not on feed they retreat to deep water, and also under
banks, bushes, &c. The best time for angling for them is
from May until August. In July and August they will often
take the fly freely ; for the months of May and June, worms,
shrimp, or small fish, will be found the best baits.

Bait-fishing for Salmon is generally practised with a rod
of from sixteen to eighteen feet in length, with a hollow butt
and spare tops, either for worm or minnow fishing. Some
sportsmen prefer a lighter top for worm fishing than for spin-
ning the minnow ; the hollow butt allows him to use his
taste, and also the advantage of extra tops against breakage.
There are two ways of rigging the rod for the line—the old-
fashioned plan of rings, whipped on with thread, is preferred
by some, and the patent guide, a solid stationary ring, (a new
invention) by others. Attached to the rod should be a multi-
plying reel, capable of holding from three to six hundred
feet of line; to insure success with large gume, the largest
sized reel, with six hundred feet of line, should be used. The
line adapted to the reel should be either of silk, hair, silk and
hair, or grass. The two former descriptions are most in use,
but the latter is now preferred by many on account of its
strength, durability, and lightness. Affixed to the line shonld
be a swivel sinker, and a leader, either of single or twisted gut,
of from three to six feet in length, according to the depth of
water. For middle fishing, use a large size float of cork or
red cedar. The proper size of hook should baNa 0 1 o 2
of the Kirby or Limerick pattern, ¢
gut. A very few Anglers use gi
show it makes in the water, both |
clude the idea of much success.
the object of your sport, your tackl
with imperceptibility.

For Fly-Fishing for Salmon, 1
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from sixteen to twenty feet long, with a gradual taper, and
uniform from the end of the first or butt joint to the end of
the top, which latter should be of the most elastic substance,
and brought almost to a point: in fact the proper form of a
fly rod, is a perfectly wkip taper. The rings should be of the
lightest kind, and wound on with thread or silk, and the
whole apparatus as light as the necessary strength will allow.
In some instances they are provided with a spike or spear,
which screws into the butt, and which is found very useful
to the Angler on many occasions, for sticking the rod in an
upright position, for the purpose of altering or arranging
the line or other tackle. The same arrangement of tackle
is required for the fly rod as for the bait rod, with the
exception of substituting a swivel, instead of a swivel
sinker.

Worm fishing for Salmon. For worm bait, use a Salmon
Limerick hook, from No. 0 to 4, as the size of the game may
indicate. Attach the worms according to the method de-
scribed in Chapter I1.; throw them gently in the current;
let them flow easily down a few yards; then draw them
back; then to the right and left; keeping up a continual
motion of the bait. By this method, if you are cautious, and
keep out of sight—and if there be fish, as Walton would say
—jyou will be sure to have your share of good luck. In bright
clear weather, a hook of either No. 3, 4, or 5, will be large
enough. It will also be necessary, if the stream be clear, on
some occasions to use only one large worm.

When the bait is taken, the premonitory symptoms are a
distended line, and sometimes a sudden jerk. In either case
keep a tight line: the former admonition generally promises
success, and when it is well understood, will give the most
pleasure. After allowing a short time for gorging, you should
give a sharp strike, and if done with precision, and not to0
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violent, you will rarely fail to hook your fish. On the con-
trary, the sudden jerk is seldom more or less than a nibble;
you should therefore give a moderate pull, which will rather
excite your game, and induce him to call again for worms!
The following practical information, taken from * Fisher's
Angler’s Souvenir,” will give the reader some idea of the
manner of taking a large fish, after he is hooked ; for as it is
one thing to catch a fish and another to cook it, so it is one
thing to hook a fish and another thing to take him after you
get himon. *Judging from his pull, you estimate his weight
at 30 pounds, the largest and strongest, you verily believe,
you ever have hooked. With that headlong plunge, as if he
meant to bury his head in the gravelly bottom, he has hooked
himself. Your hook, which will hold 30 pounds dead weight,
is buried in his jaws to the bend, and now that he feels the
barb, he shoots up the stream with the swiftness of an arrow,
and fifty yards of your line are run off before you dare ven-
ture to check him. Now his speed is somewhat diminished,
bold on a little, and as the river side is clear of trees, follow
up after him, for it is bad policy to let out line to an unman-
ageable length, when you can follow your fish. There are
some awkward rocks towards the head of the pool, which
may cut your line; turn him, therefore, as soun as you can.
Now is the time to show your tact, ir ——**=~ —~== &1~ ¢~
test, without having it snapped by &
gently—ease oft’ a little—now hold
the rod bends, true from top to butt
He has a mouth, though bitted for
his nose is down the water! Lead
grows restive, and is about again. T
up the stream, he seems inclined to
from bank to bank, like a Berwick
Reach in a gale of wind. Watch hi
shoot suddenly ahead, and carry all &
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rocke—give him the butt and turn him again. He comes
round—he canrot bear that steady pull—what excellen
tackle! lead him downwards—he follows reluctantly, but he
is beginning to fag. Keep winding up your line as you lead
him along. He is inclined to take a rest at the bottom, but
as you hope to land him, do not grant him a moment. Throw
in a large stone at him, bat have both your eyes open—one
on your rod, and the other on the place where the fish lies—
lest he make a rush when you are stooping for a stone, and
break loose. Great, at this moment, is the advantage of the
angler who has a ‘cast’ in his eye! That stone has startled
the fish—no rest for salmo—and now he darts to the surface.
« Up wi taily!* what a leap! it is well you humored him by
dipping the top of your rod, or he would have gone free.
Again and again! these are the last efforts of despair, and
they have exhausted him. He is seized with stupor, like a
stout gentleman who has suddenly exerted himself after
dinner, or a boxer who has just received a swinging blow on
the-jugular. Draw him towards the shore, he can scarcely
move a fin. Quick, the gaff is in his gills, and now you have
him out; and as he lies stretched on the pebbles, with his
silver sides glancing in the sun, you think that you never
caught a handsomer fish in your life, though you perceive
that you have been wrong in your estimate of his weight—
thirty pounds—for it is evident that he does not weigh more
than thirteen. It was exactly half-past seven when you
hooked him, and when you look at your watch after landing
him, you perceive that it wants a quarter to nine, so that he
nas kept you in exercise exactly an hour and a quarter.”

Artificial Flies for Salmon Fishing. The flies used in
this country for taking salmon, do not differ materially from
those used in England, Ireland, or Scotland. In the fly sea-
son, those of the most gaudy description are generally used.
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The most approved are made of the choice feathers of the
peacock, pheasant, parrot, partridge woodcock, ostrich, ma-
caw, turkey, guinea-hen, &c., with bright colored bodies, and
gold twist. They can be procured ready made. and of all
descriptions, at the general tackle stores. The following list,
used in Ireland, Bcotland, and Wales, and to some extent in
the United States, may be fourd useful to the Angler.

No. 1. Body of the fly half dark blue and half orange
mohair, ribbed with silver twist and red tip + legs of black
hackle, wings of the grey mottled feather of the wing of the
mallard.

No. 2. The body half blue and half light green, or greenish
yellow, with a gold rib and red twist, black hackle legs. and
wings from the heron's wing.

No. 3. Body, light green mohair, ribbed with gold twist ;
tips, orange mohair and turkey's wing; legs black hackle ;
wings of the black and white tail feathers of the turkey.

No. 4. Body of orange colored silk or worsted, with gold
twist; dun hackle legs; wings dark brown mottled feather
of the bittern.

No. 5. Wings of the speckled feather of the mallard’s
wing; body of blue mohair, with silver twist, with a dark
blue hackle for legs.

No. 6. Body, claret and orange colored mohair, with
green tip and gold twist; wings of the turkey feather, with
white tips ;_ legs black and red hackle.

No. 7. Body of yellow silk or mohair, with gold twist;
wings of the brown mottled feather of the turkey: dark red
hackle for legs.

No. 8. Wings of the woodcock or partridge, body purple
mohair, legs coch-a-bonddu hackle.

No 9 Wings light speckled feather of the wing of the
mallard ; body yellow silk with fine gold twist; tail three
strands of red hackle, and legs of the same.
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No. 10. Body black ostrich ——, with silver twist; wings
from the mallard’s wing, and black hackle for legs.

There are other varieties of flies, both of English and
American manufacture, used in the United States and Canada,
which cau generally be procured at the tackle stores in the
city of New-York.

8almon Spearing. This is a mode of taking fish not ap-
proved of by the regular sportsman. It is practised to a
great extent on many of our western lakes and rivers,
usually by persons who take fish for a livelihood, and
where they are found in such immense quantities, that there
can be no objection to the plan, as it is an active and invigor-
ating pastime, almost equal to that of hunting. It is generally
practised at night, with torches, and gives many an hour of
evening sport, after a day’s business, to the inhabitants in the
vicinity of the lakes where they are found. The Indians,
who in their rude manner surpass many of their more civilized
brethren in water or land sports, are very fond of this amuse-
ment, and in the season can be seen traversing the lakes in
their canoes, with varied and brilliant pine lights, presenting
a most beautiful and picturesque appearance.

There is a law of the 8tate of New-York, prohibiting the
taking of salmon by net, hook, or spear, * or any other device
whatsoever,” in the months of October and November, but
which, like many of our State laws, is better known by its
breach than its observance.

How to cook a Salmon. The following method of cooking
and crimping a salmon, given by 8ir Humphrey Davy, will
be found useful after he has been taken; and as the reader
has been led through the instructions of taking the game, con-
cluding that the fish is taken, directions for cooking will be
here in place.
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“ He seems fairly tired, I shall bring him into shore. Now
gaff him; strike as near the tail as you can. He is safe; we
must prepare him for the pot. Give him a stunning blow on
the head, to deprive him of sensation; and then give him a
transverse cut, just below the gills and crimp him, by cutting,
80 as almost to divide him into slices, and hold him by the
tail that he may bleed. There is a small spring I see, close
under that bank, which T dare sy has the mean temperature
of the atmosphere in this chmate, and is much under fifty de-
grees; place him there, and let him remain ten minutes, and
then carry him to the pot and let the water and salt boil fari-
ously, before you put in a slice ; and give time for the water
1o recover its heat before you put in another ; leave the head
out, and throw in the thickest pieces first "




CHAPTER V.

OF THE LAKE TROUT.

(SaLmo ConrFinis.)

‘Tuis species of Trout is eutirely distinct from that known as
the Mackinaw Trout or Muckinaw Salmon ; hs is not so much
of a game fish, neither is he so tasteful to the palate as the
former description. The following, taken from Dr. Dekay's
New York Fauna, will enable our friends to make the proper
ish, with numerous gray spots.
hort in proportion to its depth.
rgin. Length two to four feet.
rrthern lakes of this state ;* and
ake, Pennsylvania, adjacent to
far as I know, its southernmost
from eight to ten pounds, but I
"its weighing thirty pounds, and
ieir abundance may be formed
rerman has been known to cap-
g Lake, five hundred weight in

ines and tackle similar to that
the deepest holes in the deepest

~ York.
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parts of the lukes are their haunts. The best bait for taking
them is the shiner, although they are not very particular as to
feed, and can be captured with almost any kind of small fish that
populate the brooks that run into the lakes. Although not so
valuable as an article of diet or sport, still they should be pre-
served from certain and inevitable extinction by a protective luw
during their spawning season. They have the misfortune to
spawn in the month of October; a pleasant time for active
out-door exercise, and for the favorite practice with many of
the foolish inhabitants near the lakes, of spearing this fish when
they go into shallow water to spawn. It is said that legis-
lative enactments against this wholesfle murder would be
useless. It might be s0; but were our angling friends on the
lakes to take the subject in hand, have proper laws passed,
and see that they were put in execution against every offonder,
this member of the finny family might he preserved as long as
waters run and fish swim.




CHAPTER VI
OF THE TROUT.

This beautiful and well known fish inhabits the waters of
almost all countries on the globe., In England, Ireland, 8cot-
land, Germany, and Prussia, it is sought for by the angler and
the epicure as the height of their admiration. Our own coun-
try, with its countless streams and lakes, furnishes quantities
equal to all the rest combined ; and although they have been
much sought after within a few years back, still there are
many streams where the line never floated, or the trout ever
had the satisfaction of being tempted by the angler's scientific
art They vary greatly in size, color and description, accord-
ing to the climate, the nature of the water, or the quality of
their feed. They go under the different names of common
or silver trout, black trout, sea trout, and bass.

The Silver Trout, or common trout, is found 1n atmost atl
of our clear swift running northern streams, and weigh from one
to 15 pounds. A splendid specimen of this species of trout is
taken in Bashe's Kill, Sullivan County, New-York, said to sur-
pass any thing of the kind in the world. This stream winds along
the western side of Shawangunk mountain, through the beauti-
ful and well cultivated valley of Memekating, has a smooth
gravelly bottom, and 8o remarkably clear and transparent is
it. that the smallest insect is perceptible on its bed.




TROUT-FISHING IN SULLIVAN COUNTY.

% We break from the tree-groups, a glade deep with grass ;
The white clover's breath loads the scnee as we pass.
A sparkle—a streak—a broad glitter is seen,
The bright Callikoon, through ite thickets of green!
We rush to the banks—its sweet music we hear;
Its gush, dash, and gurgle, all blent to the ear.
No shadows are drawn by the clond-covered sun,
We plunge in the crystal, our sport is begun.
Our line, wherc that ripple shoots onward we throw,
It sweeps to the foam-spangled eddy below,
A tremor—a puli—the trout upward is thrown,
He swings to our basket—the prize is our own ! "—STRCE.
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Common Trout,® (Salmo Fontinalus—Mitchill,) ** with
yellow and red spots on both sides of the lateral line, concave
tail, and sides of the belly orange red ; back mottled pale and
brown, sides dark brown with yellow and red spots, the yel.
low larger than the red surrounding them ; the latter appear
like scarlet dots ; lateral line straight, the yellow spots and
red dots both above and below that line ; lowest part of the ab-
domen whitish with a smutty tinge ; first rays of the pectoral
ventral and anal fins white, the second black, the rest pur-
plish red ; dorsal fin mottled of a yellowish and black; tuil is
rather concave, but not amounting to a fork, and of a reddish
purple, with blackish spots above and below ; eyes large and
pale, mouth wide, teeth sharp, tongue distinct, skin scaleless.
Is reckoned a most dainty fish. He hves in running waters
only,t and not in stagnant ponds; and therefore the lively
streams, descending north and south from their sources on
Long Island, exactly suit the constitution of this tish. The
heaviest Long Island trout that I have heard of weighed four
pounds and a half.”

“The common trout of Massachusetts} is from 8 to 12
inches long, dotted on the back with brownish spots, shaded
by a palercircle. On the gill-covers is a broad spot; the un.
der jaw is the longest ; the soft rayed fins tinged with yellow,
and on the sides of the body are red spots.”

The Black Troutis ususlly
streams or large ponds, with clay t
wildest parts of our country. T

* The trout of Long Islund.

t This is not always the case. They
Stump Pond, Long Island, of a large siz
color as in swift running waters. The)
ponds throughout the country, and are of
supplied from springs.

! Smith.
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game a fish as the ordinary trout, neither do they possess
as fine a flavor for the table. They are supposed to take their
color from the quality and color of the water, which has gene-
rally a dark smoky appearance, occasioned by the decayed
leaves and timber which there abound. Many of the streams
in the western and mountainous parts of Pennsylvania, contain
this species. They are found also in great abundance, in the
wild and uninhabited parts of Hamilton county, New-York,
and in some parts of New-Hampshire and Vermont.

Of the Sea T'rout, the writer is enabled to give a better
and more satisfactory description than his own. 8mith says:
* They are found, as may be inferred from the name, in the salt
and brackish waters of tide rivers, inland bays in various parts
of this * and the adjoining states. When taken from the salt
water early in the spring, they are in high perfection, and
nothing can exceed their piscatory symmetry. The general ap-
pearance of the skin is of a silvery brightness ; the back being
of a greenish and mackerel complexion, the spots of a vermil-
ion color, mixed with others of a faint yellow, and sometimes
slightly tinged with purple, extend the whole length on each
sida of tha lataral lina- the fins are light in colur and firm in

rre rather shorter and more
Chey have a firm compact-
h accounts for the superior
head and mouth are very
nside like the common, or
‘edder, or rather we would
ilmon, to which, by many,
having, like the salmon,
fat between the flakes.
2asures about 11 inches in
widerably larger than the
been taken in the waters to
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which we refer * of nearly five pounds weight ; such instances,
however, are rare, three pounds being comsidered a very large
fish. We do not remember ever seeing a poor fish of this kind
taken ; they are invariably in good condition, let the size be
what it will ; their principal food is the minnow and shrimp,
particularly the latter, with which early in the season their
rtomachs are found to be filled ; they feed upon the minnow
rather later in the season, when the increasing warmth of the
water invites it to leave the warmer springs of fresh water.
where it has passed the winter, and venture into the shallows
round the margin of the bay, it then becomes an easy prey to
the voracious trout, which pursues it with desperate boldness
to the very feet of the angler as he stands in the wuter, obli-
ging it in shoals, to leap from the surface, and sometimes even
to be cast on shore in its attempts to escape its hungry jaws.
Though they are, on the whole, the best bait ; the shrimp on
the contrary, living as they do among the eel-grass in the bay,
which also affords shelter to the trout, being more within
reach, may consequently be said to supply their principal food,
at least thm“gh the wintar manths. AR it ir nancesarw in tha
puarsuit of all game
ticular food, so it
while in the salt wa
fish on which they
or less affected by
ter, which in its r
across a sandy edd
expectant trout, wi
on them.”

The last mentic
culiar to our south
ander the name of
‘0 a much larger

* Waquoit B
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length from 6 to 24 inches; they are of a darker color, and
do not possess that beauty of appearance when out of the
water, or that delicious flavor when upon the table; neither
do they coutribute as much to the Angler's sport, as those of
more northern latitudes.

Another species of trout, mentioned by Smith, is the
Hucho Trout, (Salmo Hucho,) resembling very much the
sea trout; it is found, on careful inspection, to be more
slender, and to have a greater number of red spots; the back
is dusky ; the ventral fin has a yellowish tinge; all the others
are of a palish purple; the tail is forked, and the fish measures
sometimes four feet through ; ordinarily they are only about two,
and caught by the hook. This trout certainly exists in the

Jarge rivers and ponds in the interior, but deteriorate in size
They are brought from New-Hampshire in the winter, frozen
for the markets, aud from the northern parts of Maine, where
specimens have been taken, large as any produced in the
great rivers of Europe.

Thara ia na fich that varics an much in size, shape, color
‘ound in different varieties
ch in external appearance
on, as to lead to different
wientific men.

s of S8eptember and Oc-
them is from April until
d and pleasant, they are
large size, in the month
considered in perfection
until which time, owing
7 do not obtain sufficient
them active and healthy.
. and will give the sports-
uths o March and April,
t with that zest and vigor.
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Of the nature and habits of the trout, Walton says: ** And
you are to note that he continues many months out of season ;
for it may be observed of the trout, that he is like the buck
or the ox, that will not be fat in many months, though he go
in the very same pastures that horses do, which will be fat in
one month. And so you may observe, that most other fishes
recover strength and grow sooner fat and in season than the
trout doth.

* And next you are to note, that till the sun gets to such a
height as to warm the earth and water, the trout is sick and
lean, and lousy, and unwholesome ; for you shall in winter
find him to have a big head, and then to be lank and thin, and
lean ; at which time many of them having sticking to them
sags, or trout-lice ; which is a kind of wor:n, in shape like a
clove, or pin with a big head, and sticks close to him and
sucks his moisture; those I think the trout breeds himself;
and never thrives till ~ oo : o
when warm weather
he gets from the dead
the gravel, and there
as he grows stronger,
streams, and there lie
that comes near him.’

The North Couutry
burn (or common) tr
and good water; sev
fish-ponds ; some fed
springs, into which th
months old—that is,
from April, when the
which time they will |
there has been but lit
put into the pond, yet
prising change. I hav
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the fish were put into it, which was in July, when they were
about 15 months old, at which time they were 15 or 16 inches,
others not above 12. But when the pond was drained ten
months after, in March, when they were almost two years
old, some were 21 or 22 inches, and weighed three pounds
or more ; others were about 16 inches; and a fourth part not
above 12. I do uot know to what we can attribute this dif-
ference; it could not be either in the food or the water, or
the weather, they faring all alike in these. But if 1 may be
allowed my opinion, perhaps some of the fry may have been
the spawn of those that were only 17 months old, which is
the soonest that any of them spawn; others of parents 29
months, or two years and a half old ; and others a year older.
This difference in the age of the parent trout may, [ believe,
occasion the difference in the size of their breed; otherwise
I cannot account for it. Trout, in a good pond, will grow
much faster than in some rivers, because they do not range
<= —nehinfandine o long they live cannot be determined
by observation on those in ponds,

ad an opportunity of making my-

" mention what a gentleman told

four or five years old they were

vas, in some, at about 30 inches,

1t they continued about three

in size and goodness; two years

and smaller bodied, and died in

i but he thought the head did not

ed to be 8o, because the body

to this gentleman’s computation,

n of their life; and yet I think

ne rivers, and grow to a much

e liberty to go into the tide-way

riters goes to show that they live
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to a much greater age, an instance being known in England
where a trout remained in a well upwards of sixty years, be-
ing visited by the neighboring country as a remarkable curi-

73
osity. Another one, for 28 years was un inhabitant of a well
at Dumbarton Castle, Scotland.

It had never increased in

silver color.

size from the time it was placed there, when it weighed
food from the hands of the soldiers.
When in prime condition the trout is short and thick,

about a pound, and became so tame that it would receive its

having a small head and broad tail ; the spots on the sides are
red tinged with purple, and the belly of a beautiful bright

This fish, from its extreme beauty, delicacy of flavor and
extraordinary activity as a game fish, has attracted the atten-
tion of all classes of people, from the boy with a pin-hook, to
those that have swayed the destiny of empire. The divine,
the philosopher, the poet, the artist, and the statesman, from
the earliest dates, have enjoyed many days of recreation in
tive element.

his pursuit, sang songs to his praise, or written pages of in-
formation.

struction of their own experience in taking him from his na-
Under such circumstances, it would be super
fluous, at this late day, to attempt to give any new instruc-
tions to the young Angler, or tho seeker after piscatorial in-
And as the opinions and practice of well known

with such comments as may be found necessary.

advisers will no doubt be preferred, they are here given,
" There are three different methc

of the trout:—angling at the top, v

fly, grasshopper, or other small inse
minnow, shrimp, or similar small

with a worm, or different kinds of
Of Fly Fishing. Of all the w1

e
‘ﬁ"“

contrived by the ingenuity of man
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ning trout,” this at once reconmends itself as the perfection of
the art; but as it is considered by a majority of our brethren
more difficult than worm fishing, it has many objectors. But
the difficulties are more in the imagination than the practice,
and when once understood, it gives the highest pleasure of
the art. Others think they will not take the fly at all in this
cim.ntry, and having fished with a worm all their life, they
cannot be persuaded that with a simple fly made of feathers,
they can take as many fish, and often times more. Tell them
that Isaac Walton, 8ir Humphrey Davy, and some of the
greatest Anglers the world ever saw, adopted this mode
altogether, and that all writers on Angling have devoted
N pages of their works to explanatory drawings, &c., in refer-
ence to it; that it is the most gentlemanly, the most elegant,
the least trouble ; that you can take your rod enclosed in a
small bag a couple of feet long, and about half a pound in
weight, or in the more portable form of a walking stick, and
your flies in your pocket-book; that you can traverse the
stream, and enjoy its beautiful scenery for miles and miles
with the least possible trouble; and they will still adhere to
their only method of worm fishing.

From the fact of there being comparatively few who
practice with the fly, some English writers are of the opinion
that there are no fly-fishers in America, and many of our own
countrymen think there are very few; but this is a great
mistake. There are hundreds of good fly anglers, and many
that can throw a fly with the most experienced of Europe.

In the Spring, when the streams are muddy, the worm, of
course, is preferred, as it is the only method that can be
practised, owing to the state of the water, and also from the
fact that the trout lie deep, and in the holes under the banks.
It is also sometimes better towards the close of the day in
summer; the worm will then tempt the trout when nothing
else will. But as a generul rule, in clear streams, no matter
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in what part of the country, in the summer months, the arti-
ficial fly can be used with success.

Fly-fishing is usually practised with a short one-handed
rod, from ten to twelve feet in length, or a two-handed rod,
from fifteen to eighteen feet in length. The first mentioned
is the most common in use, and is calculated for the majority
of our streams, which are small, and require but little length
of rod or line. Attached to the rod should be a reel, contain-
ing from thirty to fifty yards of hair, grass, silk, or silk and
hair line—the latter description should be used if it can be
procured, tapering from the tenth of an inch almost to a
point; to this should be attached a leader of from one to two
yards in length ; and finally your fly, on a light length of gut;
if you wish to use two or three flies, place them on your
leader with short gut, about 24 inches apart.

The latter description of rod is used in larger streams,
where it is necessary to throw a great distance ; for this pur-
pose, the reel should be large enough to contain 100 yards of
line, with the other tackle precisely the same as with the
smaller rod. It should be recollected that the trout rods
should be made similar to the salmon rods, and of the lightest
wonds, as formerly described.

The above descriptions are generally used in this country,
but the following information from Hofland ana af tha lateat
and best English writers, may be pref

“ A slight rod, 12 feet long, or, if -
wooded stream, one of 10 or 12 feel
convenient, a reel containing 30 yards
ficial flies, and a landing-net, and you
the sport. * * * I have already
rod should be 10 or 12 feet long, and
16 to 18 feet; to either of which m
containing 30 yards of twisted silk :
from a moderate thickness up to a fi
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which you are by a loop to attach your bottom tackle. This
should be made of round, even gut, and three yards long:
some persons prefer four yards; bat I think too great a
length of gut increases the difficulty in casting the line.
These lines should also taper gradually, the gut being much
stronger at the end which is to be attached to the line on the
reel, than at the end to which the stretcher fly is to be fixed.
When you fish with only two flies, the second (or drop fly)
should be at a distance of 36 or 40 inches from the bottom or
stretcher fly; but if you use three flies, the first drop should
be only 34 inches from the stretcher, and the second 30
inches from the first. These drop flies are attached to the
line by loops, and should not be more than three inches long;
and by having the gut rather stronger than for the end fly,
they will stand nearly at a right angle from the line. I re-
commend the beginner to commence with one fly only; but
at most he must not use more than two ; and, as for his mode
of casting or throwing his fly, now his tackle is prepared, I
fear little useful instruction can be given, as skill and dexterity,
in this point, must depend upon practice. [ may, however,
advise him not to attempt to cast a long line at first, but to
try his strength and gain facility by degrees. He mnst make
ap his mind to hear many a crack, like a coachman’s whip,
and find the consequent loss of his flies before he can direct
his stretcher to a given point, and let it fall on the water as
light as a gossamer.” i

Cotton says: * For the length of your rod, you are always
to be governed by the breadth of the river you shall choose
to angle at; and for a trout river one of five or six yards is
commonly enough; and longer, though never so neatly and
artificially made, it ought not to be, if you intend to fish at
ease ; and if otherwise, where lies the sport? The length of
your line, to a man that knows how to handle his rod and to
cast it. is no matter of encnmbrance, except in woody places.
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and in landing of a fish, which every one that can afford to
angle for pleasure has somebody to do for him.* And the
length of line is a mighty advantage to the fishing at a dis-
tance ; and to fish fine and far off, is the first and principal
rule for trout angling. Your line in this case should never be
less than one, nor ever exceed two hairs, next to the hook ;
for one (though some, I know, will pretend to more art than
their fellows) is indeed too few, the least accident, with the
finest hand, being sufficient to break it; but he that cannot
kill a trout of twenty inches long with two, in a river clear of
wood and weeds, deserves not the name of a true angler.

“ Now, to have your linet as it ought to be, two of the
finest lengths nearest the hook should be of two hairs a-piece ;
the next three lengths above them of three; the next three
above them of four; and so of five, and six, and seven, to the
very top; by which means your rod and tackle will in a
manner taper from your very hand to your hook; your line
will fall much better and straighter, and cast your fly to any
certain place to which the hand and eye shall direct it, with
less weight and violence, than would otherwise circle the
water and fright away the fish.

4 In casting your line, do it always before you, and so that
your fly may first fall upon the water, and as little of your
line with it as possible; though if the wind be stiff, you will
of necessity be compelled to drown a good part of your line
to keep your fly under water. And in casting your fly you
must aim at the farther or nearer bank, as the wind serves

* This is the method of fis
lines, mostly practised in C
body in Republican Ameri
an attendant to land his fish

4 This mode is given for t
are obliged to make their ow
out a reel.



78 THE TROUT.

your turn, which also will be with and against you on the
same side, several times in an hour, as the river winds in its
course, and you will be forced to angle up and down by
turns accordingly, but are to endeavor, as much as you can,
to have the wind evermore on your back. And always be
sure to stand as far off the bank as the length will give you
leave, when you throw on the contrary side; though when
the wind will not permit you so to do, and that you are con-
strained to angle on the same side whereon you stand, you
maust then stand on the very brink of the river, and cast your
fly at the utmost length of your rod and line, up or down the
river, as the gale serves.”

Management of the Line, when Fishing either with one
Fly, or two or more Flies. The following minute and easy
method of the management of the line, and throwing the fly
from Taylor's ““ Art of Angling,” will be found to be excel
lent advice to the young beginner.

“ When you have fixed your rod properly, with your
winch thereon, and brought your line from it through the
rings of your rod, loop on to it by the strongest end your foot
length,® which should be about three yards and a half long,
made of good strong silk-worm gut, well tied, and the knots
neatly whipped, running (very little) finer towards the bot-
tom end, at which place there must be a neatly whipped loop;
then take your end fly, or stretcher, which should be made
of one or two lengths of good level gut, full as fine, or a little
finer, than the bottom link of your foot length, tied and
whipped neatly together, and looped nicely at the end; loop
this to the end of your gut length; and then, your drop fly.
just above a knot, where whipped, about a yard from the
end fly, to hang from the line not more than two or three

* Called in this country a leader, us described on page 3%
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inches. If you choose to fish with more, keep them all at
the same distance. And observe, that if your droppers be
larger than, or even as large as, your stretcher, you will not
be able to throw a good line: but a beginner should never
use more than one fly.

“ When thus prepared, let out the line about kalf as long
again as the rod ; and holding the line properly in one hand,
and the line, just above the fly, in the other, give your rod a
motion from right to left, and as you move the rod backwards,
in order to throw out the line, dismiss the line from your
hand at the same time ; and try several throws at this length.
Then let out more line and try that; still using more and
more till you can manage any length needful ; but about nine
yards is quite sufficient for a learner to practice with. And
observe, that in raising your line in order to throw it again,
you should wave the rod a little round your head, and not
bring it directly backwards ; nor must you return the line
too soon, nor until it has streamed its full length behind you, or
you will certainly whip off your end fly. There is greatart in
making your line fall light on the water, and showing the flies
well to the fish. The best way that I can direct is, that when
you have thrown out your line, contriving to let it fall lightly
and natarally, you should raise your rod gently and by de-
grees; sometimes with a kind of tremulant flourish, which
will bring the flies in a little towards you; still letting them
go down with the stream, but never drawing them against
it, for it is unnatural ; and before the line comes too near yon
throw it again. When you see a fish rise at a natural fly,
throw out about a yard above him, but not directly over his
head ; and let your fly or flies move gently towards him,
which will show it to him in a more natural form, and tempt
him the more to take it. Experience and observation alone,
however, can make a man a complete adept in the art, so as

8
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to enable him to throw his fly behind bushes and trees, into
holes, under banks, and other places mentioned as the * troat
haunts,” and where the best fish are to be found.”

There is much diversity of opinion about the manner of
fishing, whether up or down the stream; the great majority
of Anglers, both in Europe and this country, favor the latter
method, and a very few the former. Hofland remarks on
this : “Some persons recommend fishing up the stream, and
throwing the fly before them. For my own part, (after much
experience,) whenever I can do so with convenience, I cast
my fly above me, and across the stream, drawing it gently
towards me. If the wind should be against you, you will be
constrained to stand close to the water’s edge, and make
your cast close to the bank on which you stand, either up or
down the stream, as the wind may serve. Avoid, if possible,
fishing with the sun behind you, as the moving shadow of
yoarself and rod will alarm the fish. The finer the tackle
(particularly the bottom tackle) and the lighter the fly falls

1 be your sport; indeed some
r for their bottom tackle; but
sedy, or much wooded, a single
ut in ponds or streams, free
used by a skilful hand to a great

res called Dibbing, Dabbing, or
10de of fishing on the part of the
the curious manceuvres of the
1 the summer months, when the
are in leaf, thereby giving the
rhen it is almost impossible to
hod ; and although it requires
1genuity of the fisher, it will
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amply repay him, by the size and quality of the game, the
largest, oldest, most wary of the tribe, being often taken by
this process. Hofland gives the following instructions :

‘“ The Angler must be provided with a 14 feet rod, with a
stiff top, and strong ranning tackle ; he will seldom have to
use more than a yard of line, the bottom of which should be
of strong silk worm gut. I recommend strong tackle, because
in confined sitnations, overhung with wood, you will not have
room to play your fish, but must hold him tight and depend
on the strength of your tackle.

* The size of your hook must depend upon the size of the
fly, from No. 7 to 9 for small flies and grubs, and for beetles
No. 4 or 5. For bush-fishing, you should be provided with
well scoured brandlings and red worms, cad-baits,* clock-
baits, earth-grubs, beetles, grasshoppers, and a horn of flies;
or at least as many of the above as you can procure.

“ Great caution is necessary in using your rod and line, for
if there are few bushe- -~ -~ oo e i
water must be approact
near the surface, and if
you. If the water shou
thick foliage, so that yo
your bait, your line mu
sometimes less.

“ If your flies are sn
frequently fall in the wat
fly, if you see your fis
about a foot before hii
eagerly take it. When
to get his head down, fi
him to the top of the w.

* Cad-baits and clock-ba
country ; the others will be
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Le of little use to him; and in this situation, with good tackle,
you may soon ex'aust h'm, and make him your own by a
landing-net, the handle of which should be two yards long:
or he may be landed by a hook or gaff, with a long haundle,
and this in some situations, amidst close thorny brambles, will
be found more useful than the landing-net, which is liable to
be caught in the bushes. When you use the worm, caddis

or any other grub, you will require a single shot, No. 6,* v

sink your bait, for it cannot sink too slowlv, or cause too
little disturbance in the water.”

The North Country Angler says: ** There are some obser-
vations I have made, which the Angler may find the benefit
of ; one is, that although the shade of trees and bushes, is much
longer and greater on the south or sun side of the river, than
on the north ; yet I always find the most and largest trou: on
that side. I suppose the sun’s being more intense and wurn
on the north side, may occasion more flies, erucas, and insects.
to creep upon those bushes, and consequently the more fish
will frequent them.

“ When the trees or bushes are very close, I advise the
bush Angler to take a hedge-bill or hatchet, and cut off two
or three branches here and there, at proper places and dis-
“ances, and so make little convenient openings, at which he
may easily put in his rod and line; but this is to be done
some time before you come there to fish.

“ If you come to a woody place, where you have no such
conveniences, and where perhaps there is a long pool, and
uo angling with a fly, or throwing the rod, there you may be
sure of many large fish. For that very reason, I have chosen
such places, though very troublesome, when 1 have beeun

* It has not been thought necessary to remark upon the sizes of hooks,
shot, or sinkers, in speaking generally, as they should vary materially in
the various waters where the different sizes of fish are found, and where
streams run more or less rapid.
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forced to creep under trees and bushes, dragging my rod
after me, with the very top of it in my hand, to get near the
water; and I have been well paid for my trouble. Whilst
you are getting in your rod, throw a brandling, or grub, or
what you fish with, into the water, which will make the fish
take your bait the more boldly.

“ There are some pools that have no bushes at all, but
only hollow banks, in some places under which the great fish
will lie in the day time. I have gone softly to such places,
and have dropped in a suitable bait, close by the bank, and
have presently bad a good fish. When I use cork, shamois,
or buff, instead of natural baits. I always drop them in strong

d oil, in shade-fishing, b the fish comes slowly to
the bait, and if he does not smell something like the natural
bait, he will not take it, though well imitated.”

Cotton gives the following, with which we conclude our
remarks on Daping or Dibbing. ¢ These are to be angled
with a short line, not much more than half the length of your
rod, if the air be still, or with a longer, very near or all out
as long as your rod, if you have any wind to carry it from
you. And this way of fishing we
Dibbing, wherein you are alway
before you, up or down the rive
to angle as near as you can to t|
whereon you stand, though wher
may guide your fly quick over hir
on the contrary side ; and if you ¢
either by kneeling, or the interp
you may be almost sure to raise
presently done; the fish will othe
moved to some other place, if it
is always on the motion, and rovii
for prey, though in a stream you
cially it there be a good store, fir
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Your line ought, in this case, to be three good hairs next the
hook ; both by reason you are in this kind of angling to ex-
pect the biggest fish, and also that, wanting length to give
him line after he has struck, you must be forced to tug for it;
to which I will add, that not an inch of your line being to be
suffered to touch the water in Dibbing, i: may be allowed to
Le the stronger.”

Having given two of the methods of taking the trout, it
will be well to introduce the reader to his hiding-places. On
this subject, Hofland gives the best and most minute infor-
mation. “ He is fond of swift, clear streams, running over
chalk, limestone, or gravelly bottoms; but he is more fre-
quently in the eddies by the side of the stream, than in the
midst of it. A mill-tail is a favorite haunt of the trout; for
he finds protection under the apron, which is generally hol-
low, and has the advantage of being in the eddy, by the side
of the mill-race, awaiting his food. He delights also in cas-
cades, tumbling bays, or wiers. The larger trout generally
have their hold under roots of overhanging trees, and beneath
hollow banks in the deepest parts of the river. The junction
Aol wanida £ A he ing round an obstruction

t, is a likely point at which
of trees, or in other places
ects. All such places are
ow the same course as the
the fish. After sunset, in
haunts, and may be found
[ streams; and during this
e his fly on the water, he

R a Minnow, or any Smali
of angling, is from 12 to 16
wan that used for fly-fishing,
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and goes under the name of a bait-rod. The smaller, say 12
feet, for small wading streams,and the longer for wider and
deeper waters. Attached should be an American® reel,
holding from 30 to 50 yards of American laidt grass, or silk
line, with from two to three yards of silk-worm gut, termi-
nating with a Limerick hook, from No. 2 to 5, according to
the size of your bait, fastened by a loop as before described.
For baiting the minnow, pass your hook in at the mouth and
out at the giils, then in again at the comruencement of the
dorsal fin and out again just beyond, tying the hook at each
end with a piece of thin silk or thread. By this method you
can, if you use a live minnow, and are very careful, keep
your bait animated for a great length of time.

The North Country Angler gives a very good.mode of
baiting with the minnow, as follows: ““ I have a gilse-hook
(No. 3 or 4) at the end of the line, but wrapped no further
on the end of the shank than to make it secure, and leave
more room to bait. An inch, or very little more, from the
shank end of the gilse-hook, I wrap on a strong hook, abou
half the size of the « ** o et vl
in at the mouth of t
side of the minnow,

I put the other hoo!
the minnow's mout

“When I am in
with a very small
hook, I draw up th
fit the bending of

* The mmported ree
can manufacture are m
t This description o
grass is imported fron
state, untwisted. and r
than wheug first import

F T
W\
CaL FORNS

L. ——



86 THE TROUT.

when it is drawn in the water. When all is in order, I take
the line in my left hand, a little above the bait, and throw it
under-hand, lifting up my right and the rod, that the bait
may fall gently on the water.

“ I stand at the very top of the stream, as far off as my
tackle will permit, and let the bait drop in a yard from the
middle of it; I draw the minnow by gentle pulls, of about a
yard at a time, across the stream, ‘urning my rod up the
water, within half a yard of its surface, keeping my eye fixed
on the minnow. When a fish takes it, he generally hooks
himself; however, I give him a smart stroke, and, if he does
not get off then, I am pretty sure of him. In this manner I
throw in three or four times, at the upper part of a stream,
but never twice in the same place, but a yard lower every
cast. I always throw quite over the stream, but let the bait
cross it in a round, like a semicircle, about a foot below the
surface, which two of No. 3 or 4 shot, which I always have
upon my line, nine or ten inches from the hooks, will sink
..... VL T o denien ohn hnis goross the stream, I keep

. yard from the water, and
1y be at a greater distance
the fish will see. Some-
akes the bait, and then 1
ainnow may, as it were,
he is shy, I pull it away,
© has got to his feeding

i the beauty of this kind of
distance, and fancying it
:ape from them; and they

10 minnow rod should be
g, with a tolerable stiff
something stronger than
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your fly-line, will be sufficient. Some Anglers use a rod 20
feet long. To enable them to fish a wide stream, this length
of rod is necessary, as the line, in spinning the minnow, is
somewhat short of the red; if you wade the stream, a rod of
12 feet will be long enough.

“ For Baiting with the Minnow. In the first place, pro-
cure a piece of brass wire, about three inches long ; one end
of which must be hammered into a small loop, and the other
end flattened with a hammer, and sharpened in the shape of
a spear head. This must be drawn.through a tapering piece
of lead,” cast for the purpose. Wires of this description may
be kept by you, of different lengths, to suit the size of the
bait-fish used.

 Enter the spear end of the leaded wire at the mouth of
the minnow, and bring it out at the fork of the tail. Then
take a triangular hook, formed by tying together three No. 8
or 9 hooks on a piece ~ T
long. with a small loc
needle, enter the poin
ane of the triangular h
fin, the other two wil
gut will be even with

‘¢ You must now pr
gut, at one end of whi
inches above this, plac
up another swivel, anc
hoolkk at the end of yo
and pass it through 1
bring it out under the
closed. Then, bend §
gently curve the tail of
the wire with white thi

* These articles can be
siges and descriptions.
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The following is from Walton, who by many writers was
considered the best minnow Angler in England: “ And of
these minnows, first you are to know, that the biggest size is
not the best, and next, that the middle size and the whitest
are the best; and then you are to know, that your minnow
must be put on your hook, that it must turn round when it is
drawn against the stream ; and that it may turn nimbly, you
must put on a big sized hook, as I shall now direct you.
which is this: put your hook in at his mouth and out at his
gill; then having drawn your hook two or three inches be-
yond or through his gill, put it again through ,his mouth, and
the point or beard out at his tail; and then tie the hook and
his tail about very neatly, with a white thread, which will
make it apter to turn quick in the water; that done, pull
back that part of your line which was slack when you did put
your hook into the minnow the second time ; I say, pull that
part of your line back so that it shall fasten the head, so that
tha hadw of tha minnaw shall be almost struight® on your

t will turn by drawing it across
; and if it do not turn nimbly.
1 the right or left hand, and try
f not, you are in danger to catch
. impossible for a minnow to turn

fully and faithfully imitated in
this conntry, and will be found a
ler's stock of artificial baits.t

e following methods, the float is
3 of tackle, it is much =sed by

ton, says : “ I have never been able te
rolling, unless the tail was bent nearly

s with fish-slime s recommended by



THE TROUT 89

Anglers generally. It should be of small size, and made of
light cork, or quills, suited to the weight of your shot and the
current of the stream.

Of Bottom or Worm-Fishing. This is, and has been from
the earliest periods, the standard mode of trout angling. It
is practised principally at the opening and closing uf the sea-
son by Anglers generally; but by some of our piscatorial
friends, who adjure fly-fishing, from the time the trees bud,
until autumn scatters their leaves upon the gmund

The rod generally nsed is from 12 to 15 feet in length, for
small streams, and from 15 to 20 feet (according to circum-
stances) for the larger. The reel, and other appurtenances,
should be similar to that described for minnow-fishing.

Hofland says: * For worm-fishing. your rod should be of
bamboo cane, and from 16 to 20 feet long, and the line gene-
rally something shorter than the rod ; but it may be shortened
or lengthened, according to circumstances, by your reel. The
best worms for a large trout are the lob-worm and the marsh-
worm, but with many Anglers the brandling is a great
favorite.

“ The method of casting your line will depend upon the
nature of the water; but as a general rule I may say, keep
the point of your rod, as nearly as possible, perpendicular to
your bait, steadily following it, as the bait drags along the bot-
tom, with the point of your rod, and when you feel a bite, let
the fish turn before you strike. Unless the stream be rapid
or deep, a single shot (No. 4) will
worm; but in a deep heavy curr
the same size will be required.
with a single hair, and a small r
reel, line to the length of the rod, :
about 12 inches above the bait, w:
towards you till the line tighten:
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bends. Holding the rod firmly in the right hand, let go the
line, and with a little practice you will find the bait drop
lightly inte the water at the extremity of the rod and line;
and then, either draw your line gently across the water, or
carry your bait down the stream, as above directed. The
eddy by the side of a mill-tail, or flood-gate, or water-fall, is
a good place to try the lob-worm. The deep holes near
overhanging trees and old stumps, and those parts of the river
where the stream has undermined the banks, are also the
haunts of the largest trout.

¢ When the water is discolored by rain, your tackle may
be strong, and you will not easily be seen by the fish; but if
the water be clear, and the day bright, your only chance for
taking trout with the worm, will be by using fine tackle, and
keeping completely out of sight.

“ The lob-worm is also used, without any shot on the line,
after sunset in summer, by drawing it on the top of the water,
across a sharp mill-stream, when the trout will rise and take
the bait at the top of the water, as they would the fly; and
in this manner very large trout are frequently taken.

“The geatle, or maggot, is a good bait for a trout, during
the months of June, July, and August, and may be used, with
a small float, carrying one or two shotcorns, in mill-dams,
pouds, and other still waters, allowing your bait to nearly
touch the ground. .

1 shall now describe a method of bottom-fishing, with a
bait which I have found, in certain situations and seasons,
more successful than any other. The same tackle may be -
used as before described for the gentle, i. e. a fine gut bot-
tom, with hook No. 10, and a small quill float, carrying one
or two small shot-corus.

“ Procure a wide-necked bottle, and fill it with blue
bottle-flies, or the flies caught on newly scattered cow or
horse-dung, and with two of these flies bait your hook, and
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let it nearly touch the ground In this manner I have caught
many fine trout in mill-dams, ponds, and deep quiet waters,
during July and August, when not a single fish would rise at
any kind of artificial fly which could be offered. I have never
seen the method described by any author on the subject, but
I can with confidence recommend it to my brothers of the
ungle, at those times when the usual baits fail to procure a
dish of fish.

“ When you have struck a good fish, keep him as near
the top of the water as possible, and carry him down the
stream above the weeds, and, if you succeed in getting him
into clear water, with a little care he is your own.”

Cotton gives the following method of angling by the hand
with a ground bait: “ And by much the best of all other, is
with a line full as long, or a yard longer than your rod; with
no more than one hair* next the hook, and for two or three
lengths above it; and no more than one small pellet of shot
for your plumb ; your hook little; your worms of the smaller
brandlings, very well scoured; and only one upon your hook
at a time, which is thus to be baited: The point of your
hook is to be put in at the very tag of his tail, and run up his
body quite over all the arming, and still stripped on an inch
at least upon the hair; the head remaining part hanging
downward. And with this line and hnnk. thna haited. von
are evermore to angle in the streams,
than a troubled water, and always u;
out your worm before you with a lig
an artificial fly, where it will be take:
or within a very little of the superfi
almost always before that light plumt
tom; both by reason of the stream, :
always keep your worm in motion

* If the American Angler prefer any of V
thons, Le should in all cases use fine gut, inst



92 THE TROUT.

towards you, as if you were angling with afly. And believe
me, whoever will try, shall find this the best way of all others
to angle with a worm, in a bright water especially; but then
his rod must be very light and pliant, and very true and finely
made, which, with a skilfal hand will do wonders, and in a
clear stream is undoubtedly the best way of angling for a
trout or grayling, with a worm, by many degrees, that any
man can make choice of, and of most ease and delight to the
Angler. To which let me add, that if the Angler be of a
constitution that will suffer him to wade, and will slip into
the tail of a stream, to the calf of the leg or the knee, and so
keep off the bank, he shall almost take what fish he pleases.”

The following pertinent remarks for clear weather, from
Blaine, should have place in the memory of every lover of
trout angling :

* Trout are to be taken in clear weather, when they will
not touch either minnow or fly; and there is certainly more
artand sportsmanship in fishing with the worm at that time,
than some people imagine or acknowledge. When 1o the
advantage of bright weather are added those of clear and
shallow streams, much artifice must be employed. Your
tackle very fine. your hook small, (No. 5, 6, or 7,) and your
baits well scoured and lively. A wheel will enable you to
vary the length of your line as occasion dictates; and though
in general it must be as long or longer than your rod, yet
where there is wood, &c. &c., you may by shortening it, get
at the holes, and still contrive to keep out of sight, for com-
pletely 8o to be must never be forgotten—kneel, stoop or
stand—out of sight you must be; and then if you can lightly
and neatly drop in a lively brandling, near the likely holds or
haunts in a strong stream, especially near the top of it, let the
sun shine ever so bright, be the wind rough or calm, and the
water ever 80 clear, you will kill fish when they are not to be
taken by any other mode.”
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Franks gives the following pleasant mode of killing a trout
which is well worthy of repetition:

* And now, Theophilus, I must reprove your precipitancy,
because a great error in young Anglers; be mindful, there-
fore, to observe directions in handling and managing your
rod and line, and cautiously keeping out of sight; all of which
precautions are requisite accomplishments, which of necessity .
ought to be understood by every ingenious Angler; and so
is that secret of striking, which should never be used with
violence, because by a moderate touch, and a slender pro-
portion of strength, the artist for the most part hath best
success. Another caution you must take along with yca;
I mean when you observe game to make out, that is, when
he bolts, or when he launcheth himself to the utmost extent
of your rod and line, which a well-fed fish at all times, fre-
quently attermpts, upon the least advantage he gains of the
Angler; be mindful, therefore, to throw him line enough. if,
provided, you purpose to see his destruction; yet with this
caution, that you be not too liberal. On the other hand, too
straight a line brings equal hazard, so that to poise your fish
and your foresight together, as by keeping one eye at the
point of your rod, and the other be sure you direct on your
game, which comes nearest the mediums of art, and the rules
and rudiments of your precedent directions. But this great
round may be easily solved, for if when you discover your
fish fag his fins, you may rationally conclude he then struggles
with death, and then is your time to triffle him on shore on
some smooth shelf of sand. where von mav boldlv land him.
before his scales encuml

4 Lest precipitancy
ments and prognosticate
a fair hansel for a foolis
know, may cost him hi:
to the grindstone: danc:
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silent sepulchre, for upon that silty, gravelly, shelf of sand I
resolve to land him, or lose all I have. And now I fancy him
weary of life, as aged people that are weary of infirmities, yet
I want courage to encounter him, lest fearing to lose him,
which if I do I impair my reputation. However, here is
nobody but trees to reprove me, except these rocks, and
they tell no tales. Well, then, as he wants no agility to
evade me, I'll endeavor with activity to approach him, so
that the difference between us will be only this, that he covets
acquaintance with but one element, and I would compel him
to examine another. Now he runs to divert me or himself,
but I maust invite him nearer home, for I fancy none such
distance.

“ Though his fins fag, and his tail wriggles, his strength
declines, his gills look languid, and his mettle declineth—all
of which interpret tokens of submission—still, the best news
I bring him is summons of death. Yet, let not my rashness
pre-engage me to the luss of my game, for, to neglect my ru-
diments is to ruin my design, which in plain terms, is the
ruin «f this resolute fish, who, seemingly, now measures and
mingles his proportion with more than one element, and,
doomed to a trance, he prostrates himself on the surface of
the calms, dead to my apprehension, save only I want credit
to believe him dead, when, calling to mind my former pre-
cipitancy, that invited me to a loss, and so this adventure may
prove, if I look not well about me, to land and strand himn on
that shelf of sand, where I resolve with my rod to survey his
dimensions Welcome on shore, my languishing combatant,
if only to entertain my friend Arnoldus.”

The following beautiful lines from the poet and fisherman
Gay, “ run” directly from the “reel” of his imagination,
and from the crystal « waters” of the fount of inspiration;
every ‘‘ line” * plumb'd’ to the nicety of a * hair,” the
“ point " needs but the aid of the “ fly "’ press of the printer
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and the “ cast”* of the founder, to stereotype on, or cause it
to “worm ” itself into, the “ gentle " affections of every true
piscatorial sportsman, and make it ever “float” around the
“ met"-work of his memory, giving him * duoyancy” of
spirit, a * full length " of courage, and a * mess "’ of patience,
sufficient to make him master of his * rod."”

“ He lifts his silver gills above the flood,
And greedily sucks in th’ unfaithful food,
Then downward plunges with the fraudful prey,
And bears with joy the little spoil away;
Soon, in smart pain, he feels the dire mistake,’
Lashes the wave, and beats the foamy lake
With sudden rage he now aloft appears,
And in his eye convulsive anguish bears ;
And now again, impatient of the wound,
He rolls, and writhes his straining body round,
Then headlong shoots b h the dashing tide,
The trembling fins the boiling wave divide :
Now hope exalts the fisher's beating heart,
Now, he turns pale, and fears his dubious art;
He views the bling fish with longing eyes,
While the line stretches with the unwieldly prize;
Each motion huniors with his ¢teady hands,
And one slight hair the mighty bulk commands;
Till tired at last, despoil’d of all his strength,
The game athwart the stream unfolde his length;
He now, with pl e, views the gasping prize
Gnash his sharp teeth, and roll his blood-shot eyes;
Thean draws him to the shore, with artful care,
And lifts his nostrils in the sichening air;
Upon the burden’d stream he floating lies,
Stretches his quivering fins, and gasping dies.”

How to Cook a Trout. As the sportsman, after a few
aours diversion and toil, often needs a littde refreshment, and
as a mreal of his own providing is generally ate with more zest
and satisfaction, he should be possessed of the proper inform
ation, either to prepare, or direct the preparation, of his re
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past. Barker, before spoken of, gives the following approv
ed methods, which will be found sufficiently epicurean to
tickle the palate of the most dainty, or to bring into requisi
tion the talent of a most finished Parisian cook.

* We must have one dish of broyled trouts; when the en-
trails are taken out. you must cut them across the side ; being
washed clean, you must take some sweet herbs, thyme, sweet
marjoram, and parsley, chopped small, the trouts being cut
somewhat thick, and fill the cuts full with the chopped herbs ;
then make your gridiron fit to put them on, being well cooled
with rough-suet ; then lay the trouts on a charcc.l fire, and
baste them with fresh butter until you think they are well
broyled. The sauce must be butter and vinegar, and the
yolk of an egg beaten; then beat it altogether, and put it on
the fish for the service.

“ The best dish of stewed fish that ever I heard com-
mended of the English, was dressed in this way: first, they
were broyled on a charcoal fire, being cut on the sides as

»an was taken, and set on a
as put into the stew-pan half a
nnyworth of beaten cinnamon,
melted, the fish was put into
overing-plate, so kept stewing
1en taken out of the stew-pan
sur sauce before you put it on
non your fish: it was the best
:ommended by noblemen and
lish fashion. The Italian, he
oles, with white wine, cloves,
a little ginger; you must un-
wed, the same liquor the fish
ith some sweet butter and the
shed for the service.
this a slice or two of hacon
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Though I have been no traveller, I may speak of it, for 1 have
been admitted into the most ambassadors’ kitchens that have
come into England this forty years, and do wait on them still,
at the Lord Protector's charge, and I am duly paid for it;
sometimes I see slovenly scullions abuse good fish most
grossly.

“ We must have a trout-pie to eat hot, and another to eat
cold: the first thing you must gain must be a peck of the
hest wheaten flour, two pounds of butter, two quarts of milk,
new from the cow, half a dozen of eggs to make the paste.
Where I was born there is not a girl of ten years of age, but
cau make a pie. For one pie, the trouts shall be opened, and
the guts taken out, and cl d, and washed; d with
pepper and salt, then laid in the pie ; half a pound of currants
put among the fish, with a pound of sweet butter cut in
pieces and set on the fish, so close it up; when it is baked
and come out of the oven, pour into the pie three or four
spoonsfull of claret wine "~ ° oo
These trouts shall cut cl

“ For the other pie,
will make the fish rise, 1
pepper and salt, and 1
more butter in this pie t
must be filled ap with
oven."

A common mode of
as before directed by B
and pepper, dredging tt
frying them in butter.

Another method is"
small quantity of Cayer
and broil them.

Of the Artificial Fly
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month in the year, is long since exploded, an