


JACKSONVILLE
ILLINOIS

From the collection of the

o
Prejinger
v IJibrary

t

San Francisco, California

2007















N

How Can I Make People Like Me?
OT THE CLOTHING WORN, not the house lived in, not the position held makes people like you;
rather what you yourself are, the amount of life there is in you, the spirit you carry, your inner
attitude toward others.

A zero or near zero person does not excite you overmuch. You do not like or dislike, you just
make an effort not to ignore.

Father your father may be as faithful as any machine, as regular as any clock, may keep
more than ten commandments, may be a one hundred percent meal ticket, but suppose he cannot
tell any bed-time stories, cannot sing, cannot act, cannot even make a willow whistle, comes home
every night too tired to smile, too tired even to talk much, too dull even to be a live listener, if he
has no "language of play," of human relationship through which to share himself with his family,
of what use is he to his child? Food, clothing, shelter the child takes for granted that of course, but
what more what extra?

What is above the basement of life, the life activities, the recreation activities gives meaning
even to the foundation. Recreation helps to make and keep you a person and makes it easier for you
to reveal what you really are.

Just being "a person" is of course not enough. The kind of person you are is important. Many
vital, dynamic people push and crowd and shove and are plain disagreeable. They just are "poi-
son." Recreation does aid in keeping poisons from accumulating inside, in keeping lives ventilated

and flowing. The face lights up more easily, it is easier to remember that there are other people, if

you have some recreation, if you have the spirit of play inside. Even individual play is not really

solitary. You like to see other people's faces light up, too.

How can you make people like you? First, be careful in choosing your grandparents. Even if

they lived the hard life of pioneers make sure that they attended the barn raisings and the huskings
and sang in their homes on Sunday night. Then choose your father with care and even more your
mother. If you can find a mother who was herself a play leader, a kindergartner, a Camp Fire girl,

a Girl Scout, so much the better. You want a mother who makes the home a real center with
music and games and the sharing of all good living. Then be careful in choosing a place to be born.

As you look about, make sure the neighborhood has a playground, a recreation center near, where

you can always go when you are free and be sure of finding other children who want to play, where

you can have a marvelous time, with a good, happy play leader in charge. Then later you will never

have memories of being lonely as a child, of being bored, left out, of being bullied by older boys, or

learning to bully others yourself. As you look for a birthplace, be sure there is a church where there

is opportunity for members and their families to play together as well as worship together.

.You tell me that your grandparents, and parents, and neighborhood and church are all settled.

You are really grown up now. You have no memories of happy childhood recreation in the home
and in the neighborhood center. Well, that is just too bad. Where do you come in?

Why not pretend that you did have all that you would wish for your children? Why not live

as if you had been brought up in the play tradition to live a little time each day or at least each

Week if you cannot live all the time? Why not live as play-trained children do as if work were

not the end of all life, live with your children, your neighborhood, your generation? Why not

help to unite all men of good intent in making at least a part of the world happier, hoping that a

happier world for all will be at least a little better world?

We cannot always know morally what is better and what is worse. Usually it is easier to tell

what are the human activities that bring enduring joy.

How can you make people like you?

Even a dog is puzzled when he finds a man without the spirit of play, a man who makes no

response when a stick is temptingly dropped at his feet. If you want dogs and men to like you, keep

the play spirit, keep the world around you one that has the play spirit.

HOWARD BRAUCHER.
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0o to Your Nearest Playground!

WHAT
activities

are you plan-

ning for your

summer play-
ground ? Are you

thinking about ways
of making the pro-

gram a little differ-

ent ? Of adding the

spice of variety ?

True, there is little

that's new under the

sun, but sometimes

there are new ways
of doing old things !

Here are a few sug-

gestions from last year's experi-

ences.

The Lure of the Fireplace. Last

summer the children of East

Orange, New Jersey, playgrounds
maintained by the Board of Rec-

reation Commissioners enjoyed a

number of programs centering about the fireplaces

on three of the playgrounds. Groups hiked for

picnic meals from the three playgrounds without

fireplaces to those which were the proud posses-

sors of these outdoor cooking places, and every-

thing from hot dogs to fudge was cooked by the

youthful campers. So much interest was aroused

at two playgrounds that at the end of daylight

saving and the closing of playgrounds at six

o'clock, Saturday morning fireplace breakfasts

were substituted for the fireplace suppers during
the remainder of the playground season.

A Family Heirloom Exhibit. Another new proj-

ect last year was the family heirloom exhibit held

on each of the six playgrounds in East Orange.

Beginning as a children's exhibit of family heir-

looms and keepsakes, interest spread to the grown-

ups with the result that almost as many articles

were entered by them as by children. Adults made

up half of the large crowds attending the exhibit

at each playground. There were no awards or com-

petitive grouping of articles ; they were merely on

display with little placards giving some interest-

ing bit of history concerning them. Many of the

exhibitors stayed by their exhibits and related their

history to those viewing them. This gave an in-

SaltlakedtyRECREATIOn Dept
Announces ft* o/*fl//i3 of

II SUPERVISED PLAY GROUNDS
MONDAY JUNE tS

SWIMMING DANCW6 MUHC DBMtATKi HAW) CRAFT
CLUBf ART ATHLETICl KINDERGARTEN

SPECIAL WOODWORK CLAliEi BOYS
to We tfeareit Uay Ground

Such sign boards as this will

soon be dotting the highways of

America, and many thousands

of children will eagerly ac-

cept the invitation which com-
munities everywhere will extend

to "come to the playground."

formal and personal

touch to the occa-

sion and made it

more interesting.
There's a Use for

Everything! Recrea-

tion departments
have become most
resourceful in fer-

reting out material

for use in their

handcraft program.

Raymond T. Fors-

berg, Superintend-
ent of Recreation

in Salt Lake City,

Utah, states that the Emergency
Service which is working closely

with his municipal recreation de-

partment has discovered some in-

genious ways of providing mate-

rials and devising projects.

To secure cigar boxes which

play so important a part in the handcraft pro-

gram, newspaper boys were enlisted through a

contest in the gathering of the boxes. The boys

collected approximately 8,000 boxes in a period of

a little over a month. Merchants saved the boxes

for the boys who were identified participants in

the contest.

Film cans are generally disposed of by film ex-

changes as being worthless, but these empty tins

can be used in numerous ways in a handcraft pro-

gram. Sewing baskets, book ends, hot plate hold-

ers, banjos, tambourines, lamp shades and tin can

articles of all types can be fashioned from these

cans.

Bowling pins that have reached stages beyond

practical use constitute desirable lathe material.

The Salt Lake City recreation department has

supplied each play center with croquet sets made

chiefly from old ten pins. Table lamps, ash trays

and games may also be constructed from these

maple pins.

Street car advertising cards offer one good side

for poster work and other cardboard projects. A
use may be found for window display cards which

may be obtained with the expenditure of little

effort.



GO TO YOUR NEAREST PLAYGROUND!

A Story-Telling Festival. Story-telling was one of

the most popular activities on the playgrounds of

Danville, Illinois, last summer, and interest in the

program culminated in a story-telling carnival.

The children taking part in the carnival followed

a fiddler who led them to bands of wandering

story-tellers, folk dancers and musicians. The

story-tellers, in costumes of the various countries

they represented, entertained the children with

tales of fairy and folk lore and with thrilling

stories of knights and adventure. The folk danc-

ers danced on the green to the songs of the singing

fiddler.

Mothers and Dads Clubs. The Playground and

Recreation Association of Alton, Illinois, has or-

ganized a number of dads clubs and mothers clubs

which are helping to develop the playgrounds in

their neighborhoods.

It all started when a club was organized for the

single purpose of helping to promote a playground
in a section of. the city where it was badly needed.

This pioneer dads club, known as the Kiwanis

Water Tower Dads Club, did such an excellent

piece of work in acquiring a lease for a play-

ground and shelter house, installing flood lights

and other equipment at their playground that

other groups were inspired to organize for the

benefit of their neighborhoods. There are now
seven dads clubs and four mothers clubs all doing

everything they, can to improve facilities and

programs.

During the past year the Kiwanis Water Tower
Dads Club raised $1,339 which

they spent on acquiring additional

property, improving flood lights,

sponsoring a baseball team and

improving the shelter house. Hell-

rung Playground Dads Club rais-

ed $725 all of which was spent on

improving the playground. They

recently purchased thirteen flood

lights, paid a coal and janitor bill

and a number of other bills. The

Mothers Club of Hellrung Play-

ground raised $426 which they

spent on flood lights, a loud

When days are hot, or when it

rains, quiet games will have a

special appeal for the children

speaker system, drapes for the building, dishes

and other supplies.

All of these clubs help keep interest alive in

their respective playgrounds, and there is a natural

rivalry between the clubs as each seeks to outdo

the others in making its playground the most at-

tractive and popular in the city.

"Come and See" Days. More communities than

ever before last summer initiated "Come and See"

Days. On some of these days parents received

special invitations to come to the playgrounds and

such events were scheduled as father and son

baseball games and mother-daughter volley ball

games. In some instances an invitation was ex-

tended to citizens in general to visit the play areas,

and automobile tours were arranged which would

give the visitors an opportunity to see just what

the city had to offer in facilities and programs.

Community Nights. The Bloomfield, New Jer-

sey, Recreation Commission in a bulletin to work-

ers suggests that one evening each month be de-

voted to a community night presenting a program

designed to show the parents what children have

been doing on the playground and to secure their

interest in the activities. A typical community

night, the bulletin suggests, should include the

best of the activities conducted during the week
and activities which parents and children can en-

joy together. Among such activities are the

following :

Boys' baseball game
Girls' volley ball game
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Father and son baseball game
Father and son horseshoe game
Mother and daughter volley ball game
Kazoo band

Kitchen band

Community singing

Toy orchestra

Folk dancing
Games, contests, stunts and relays for adults

and children

Stunt night
Pet and hobby show
Lantern parade
Mother and daughter night

Pageant
Handicraft exhibits

Dramatics

Father and son night
Floral parade
Flower show

Sports night
Circus

Cycle night (anything on wheels)
Ciet acquainted night
Picnic night
Minstrel show
Mock track meet

Vehicular night

Top spinning
Father and son marble game
Nationality nights

Come and Bring Your Supper! This was the in-

vitation issued to family groups in one city where

community night programs were held last sum-

mer. And after supper came volley ball games

and circle games. The program features of com-

munity night were developed from activities on

the playgrounds and included toy orchestras, quar-

tets, harmonica bands, ukulele selections, dancing

numbers, dramatic groups, and pantomimes. Com-

munity singing, it was found, helped to make the

group feel more at home, and many spontaneous

features were developed.

Circuses Galore! Play days and playground cir-

cuses added enormously to the interest in the play-

ground program in Cincinnati, Ohio, during part

of July and all of August when performances

were given twice a week on various playgrounds.

The WPA band and circus, both Federal proj-

ects, were important sources of entertainment at

play days. The schedule at each playground was

somewhat as follows : At 1 1 :oo in the morning

play day opened with an exhibition of stamp clubs

and the band gave a concert. This was followed

by races and contests for boys and girls up to

fourteen. Then came a comedy softball game in

which the male participants wore skirts. Between

2:30 and 3:00 the WPA band gave its concert

followed by an exhibition of model flying planes.

At 3 :oo P. M. a salute to the flag was given by all

present. Then the WPA circus clowns, acro-

bats and other performers went into action.

Among other attractions were a wire walking act,

an act by the playground magician, and a per-

formance by a trained dog and pony. The day
was brought to a close with the serving of re-

freshments by playground mothers' clubs, PTA
and other organizations.

Everything on Wheels. Wheel Day was a special

activity developed on the playgrounds of Danville,

Illinois, last summer. There were races and

parades in which approximately 1,500 children

participated, with bicycles, tricycles, two wheel

carts, scooters, wheelbarrows, wagons, kiddie cars,

and toy automobiles. Some of the oustanding

novelties displayed at Oaklawn Community Cen-

ter playground included an old-fashioned stage

coach with footmen and driver, drawn by four

boys dressed to represent horses; a cart with at-

tendants carrying fans and dressed in South Sea

Island costumes, and a doll buggy decorated in

colored crepe paper. After a parade at each play-

ground a series of novelty races were staged. The

events for bicycles included a cross-country race,

obstacle races, chariot races, trick riding, coasting

for distance, and riding without holding handle

bars. For smaller children there were tricycle and

roller skating races.

A Record of Happy Memories. Each playground

conducted by the Bloomfield, New Jersey, Recrea-

tion Commission was urged to keep a notebook

which will serve as an up-to-date annual or scrap-

book showing the various events on the play-

grounds. Materials, it was suggested, should be

arranged according to a definite plan, possibly

with a division for each of the following: Ath-

letics ; rhythmic activities ; drama ; publicity ; spe-

cial activities; special days; handicraft; music;

page for jokes, etc.

Another suggestion was that a day by day rec-

ord be kept in the form of a diary. For this the

children brought clippings from home.



Charles rlayden

ON
JANUARY 8, 1937,

Charles Hayden of

New York City died.

When his will was read it

was learned that the great-

er part of his estate, esti-

mated at about $50,000,000.

had been left to establish

a foundation for boys and

young men to be known as

the Charles Hayden foun-

dation.

"I am firmly convinced,"

said Mr. Hayden in his

will, "that the future of

this nation and of the

world, for that matter, de-

pends in no small part

upon the young men of the

United States, and that if

they receive proper train-

ing in boyhood and youth

through education, mental

recreation, wholesome edu-

cational entertainment and

coordinated physical training, and more than all,

if in addition they be fostered and encouraged in

the manner of right and proper living and the

principles thereof properly inculcated, to the end

that they may be kept from evil environments and

guarded against baneful influences, we shall rear

a nobler race of men who will make better and

more enlightened citizens, to the ultimate benefit

of mankind."

The general purposes of the foundation Mr.

Hayden listed as follows :

1 i ) To assist needy boys and young men

(2) To aid and assist in charitable and public

educational uses and purposes for the moral, men-

tal, intellectual and physical well-being, uplifting,

upbuilding and development of boys and young
men of this country.

(3) To found and/or to provide scholarships

for deserving boys and young men of this coun-

try, and for graduates or undergraduates of col-

leges, and to assist them in attending any educa-

tional institution in this country or abroad.

(4) To assist in and/or to found, equip or pro-

vide for the maintenance of institutions or asso-

CHARLES HAYDEN

ciations for the advance-

ment of learning in this

country.

(5) To aid, assist, build,

equip and maintain clubs,

gymnasia and recreation

centers in this country for

the training and develop-

ment of boys and young
men.

(6) To aid and assist

and to receive, hold, ad-

minister and dispose of

property to or for the

benefit of any university,

college, school or other in-

stitution for the advance-

ment of learning or of any
branch or department
thereof or for the benefit

of any hospital or of any

branch or department
thereof.

Service? to the National Movement
For the past ten years Mr. Hayden had served

as a member of the Board of Directors of the Na-

tional Recreation Association. His services to the

Association and to the country at large were com-

memorated in the following resolution passed by
the Board of Directors :

"The National Recreation Association records

with profound regret the death on Friday, Janu-

ary 8, 1937 of Charles Hayden who for ten years
served as a member of the Board of Directors.

Mr. Hayden's first service to the Association was
in 1917 when he helped on the finance committee

for War Camp Community Service. Mr. Hayden
always gave generously himself. In later years
as sponsqr for the Association in New York City,

he helped to increase the number of friends giving
and the size of contributions. He was generous in

allowing the use of his name and connections in

the service of the Association. With all of his

business interest, Charles Hayden found time to

think about and work for recreation, education

and leisure-time activities. He cared deeply for

(Continued on page 42)



For Newer and Better Houses!

Compiled by WALTER DAHLBERG

Minneapolis Park Board

IN

SEPTEMBER, 1936, instruc-

tors at twenty-four of the

Minneapolis Park play-

grounds were furnished with

craft materials for the con-

struction of miniature houses

and furnishings. Each play-

ground was permitted to de-

sign and construct a house of

its own choice. A sample
house was built by the craft

supervisors -to demonstrate

building technique to the in-

structors, but the style of

architecture, the size and the

arrangement of the rooms were left to the indi-

vidual playground. Each playground was asked to

have its house ready by December I5th, as it was

planned to present the completed houses to the

children in homes, orphanages and hospitals as

Christmas gifts.

The playground children went to work with

great enthusiasm, digging up plans, designing

rooms and planning furniture. Although no

awards were offered in competition, the children

on each ground wanted their house to be more at-

tractive than the neighboring park's house. The

result was that the young builders fairly outdid

themselves in creating houses of original and

unique design, and in furnishing them in excellent

taste down to the most minute detail. Playground
instructors reported that few projects had aroused

so much interest as the construction of these

miniature houses.

On December I5th the completed houses were

brought in from the parks and placed on display

in the Mayor's reception room at the City Hall

for three days. At the end of the three days so

many people still crowded the display room that

Mayor Thomas E. Latimer decreed that the houses

be permitted to remain on exhibition for three

more days. This was done at the expense of city

boards and commission which regularly use the

Mayor's reception room as a meeting place.

For enthusiasm and interest few
craft projects conducted on the

park playgrounds of Minneapolis,
where Karl B. Raymond serves as

Director of Recreation, can com-

pete with the doll house project
introduced in the fall of 1936.

Because of its success and the

widespread comment it created,
some of the details of the pro-

ject will be of interest.

The houses ranged in archi-

tecture from English Tudor

and Spanish adobe down to

our latter-day American bun-

galow and the ultra-modern

house of the type exhibited at

the Chicago World's Fair.

They varied in size from two

feet to five feet in width and

length, and from four rooms

to twelve rooms, but all were

uniformly well executed from

a craft standpoint, and all

were tastefully furnished.

A detailed description of

two or three of the outstanding houses will give

an idea of the thoroughness of execution and the

attention to detail which marked the project.

North Common's Old English Half-

Timbered House

The house constructed by the North Common's

playground children was built in the English half-

timbered bungalow style. The house was about

three feet square and built with a detachable roof

to provide access to the interior.

Three ply panel wood served as the basic ma-
terial for the walls. The half-timbers were ap-

plied, and the panel wood surface was plastered

both on the exterior and interior. Mottled tones

of color were then stippled onto the plaster and

given a swirled effect by use of water mix putty

applied heavily and textured while still wet with

a stiff bristle brush used with a swirl technique.

Trimming such as window casings, door cas-

ings, mop boards and rafters were made from
balsa wood of a scaled width and thickness. The

chimney was constructed of plaster shaped to look

like flagstones and variously colored red-sienna,

blue-violet, grey and sand. Shingles, two inches long
and varied in width, were cut from suit boxes.

One inch of overlap was used in laying the shingles.

The porch, the vestibule and the stoop were
built separately and attached to the house. Doors
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were eliminated from all rooms with the excep-

tion of the bathroom. Sheet celluloid was used

for the windows.

The interior of the house was divided in five

rooms : living room, dining room, bedroom, nurs-

ery, kitchen and bathroom.

A short walnut-stained stairway with a carved

rail led from the vestibule down to the living

room, which was built lower than the other rooms.

The color scheme was red, gold and green. Fur-

niture in the room included a grand piano, a

radio, a fireside bench, andirons, a davenport, two

chairs, a footstool, two end tables and two lamps.

The dining room, which was of the sunken

variety, contained eight pieces of furniture a

Tudor table, a buffet and six chairs which were

upholstered in red. All of the furniture was hand-

carved.

The master bedroom contained an English bed,

a chest of drawers, a vanity and a cedar chest. All

of the furniture was of two tones. The accessor-

ies drapes, rug, curtains, spread and pillows

were done in orchid.

The nursery, done in blue and peach, contained

a bed, a chest of drawers and a vanity. The ac-

cessories were in peach.

Interior of the

Colonial house

showing details

of the rooms and

the furniture

The kitchen,

which was in

white with black

trimming, con-

tained a sink,

built-in cup-
boards, a table,

two chairs, a re-

frigerator, an

electric range
and refuse con-

tainer.

The bathroom,

located between

the nursery and

the bedroom,
was done in or-

chid and green and contained a bath tub, a lava-

tory bowl and a stool.

Powderhorn Park's Colonial House

The house from Powderhorn Park was built in

the Colonial style with a gabled roof and window
shutters. The exterior was completely sided with

a deep siding, its one end being broken by a wide

brick chimney. Exterior colors were green and

white.

The interior had its full length living room,

complete in all its details of trimming and fur-

niture. Wallpaper was used throughout in the

interior scheme of the house. A dining room, kit-

chen, bedroom and large hall completed the first

floor arrangement. The second floor had three

large bedrooms, upper hall, nursery and a bath,

The craftsmanship in the construction of the fur-

niture was unusual. Miniature wax fruit, crepe

paper flowers and other minute details were not

lacking.

Living Room. Fufl length, in gold color scheme
with gold curtains. Tan-gold carpet. Overstuffed

davenport and chair to match. Over stuffed oc-

casional chair and footstool. Magazine rack and
bookcase. White wax vase with chrysanthemums
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on the floor by fireplace. Candle holders

of yellow construction paper and yellow

candles over the fireplace, together with

a clock made of wood and construction

paper.

Not only "own your own home," but "build it

yourself" is the advice offered by the child-

ren of the park playgrounds of Minneapolis
Dining Room. Wallpapered blue and

cream. Blue curtains. Bluish rug. A dish

made of blue construction paper and fruit made

of wax on buffet. Candle holders of blue con-

struction paper with red candles also on buffet.

Lace tablecloth and flowers (red roses made with

crepe paper) on dining room tables. Upholstered

chairs covered with blue crepe paper.

Kitchen. Green and white. Cupboards, sink,

table, chairs, range and refrigerator.

Two Halls. Cream-colored wallpaper. Green rug.

Upstairs Hallway. Table and chair with French

telephone (made of wax black) and a telephone

book. ''Indian rug on the floor and the same on

table.

Bedrooms. Hack downstairs bedroom pink

bedspread and ivory furniture. Large bedroom
twin beds of yellow walnut. Front bedroom

(small) peach and white spread. Peach curtains.

Nursery. Bluo and pink color scheme. Rugs
made of pink crepe paper with a border of light

blue. Furniture a

light blue. Walls

pink. White lace

curtains with

pin!* tie backs.

Small pink wax

lamp with blue

shade (construc-

tion paper) on

table. A play pen,

cradle, cedar

chest and chair.

Bathroom. The

bath tub was
made from a bar

of P. & G. laun-

dry soap, carved

Children of Glen

Lake Sanitarium

have their first

glimpse of the
new doll house

out, shellaced and painted white. Half-walls and

floor were of black and white tile.

Sibley Field's Ultra-modern House

The house from Sibley Field was unique in

that it was done in the modern style. A rounded

solarium and modernistic chimney done in vivid

colors were the decorative motifs of the exterior.

The roof was terraced with its quarter-circular

terraces trimmed with a flange in colors matching

the chimney. The roof surfaces and all window

and door trimmings were painted with alumium

bronze. Exterior decorative colors were ivory,

black and vermillion.

The interior featured seven rooms living room

with circular solarium at one end, dining room,

kitchen, two bedrooms, bath and hall. All these

were painted in pleasing pastel colors. The fur-

' ( 'niitiinicd tui page 42)



Back to Atlantic City!

THE
ANNOUNCEMENT of the Twenty-Second

National Recreation Congress to be held May
17-21, 1937, has met with splendid response.

From all parts of the country, from laymen and

executives have come evidences of interest, in the

form of practical suggestions and questions for

the Congress program. There is every reason to

believe that the attendance will be large and widely

representative and that the discussions will be of

a high order.

Program Topics and Leaders

The program topics have been selected from a

wide range of suggestions from the field. Every
item represents the interests of a considerable

group of people. Some of the major topics will

concern every worker and every layman interested

in the cause of recreation.

The theme of the Congress is "Importance of

Recreation in Modern Life.''

Dr. J. H. Finley, First Vice-President of the

National Recreation Association, and Associate

Editor of the New York Times, will preside. John
G. Winant, Second Vice-President of the Asso-

Dr. John H. Finley, the Asso-

ciation's First Vice-President,

who has presided so delightful-

ly over meetings at Congresses
in the past, will be with us.

At two previous Congresses Rabbi Abba
Hillel Silver has given most inspiring

addresses. He will speak again before

the Twenty-Second Recreation Congress.

ciation and until recently Chairman of the Social

Security Board, will also be at the Congress and

will preside at some of the meetings.

Rabbi Silver of Cleveland, Ohio, well known
to many recreation workers, will speak on "Life

in a World of Confusion."

Mr. Aubrey Williams, Associate Director of the

Works Progress Administration, will outline the

scope of "Recreation Undertakings in the Federal

Government."

Dr. James S. Plant, of the Essex County, New
Jersey Juvenile Clinic, and a leader among the

social workers of that state, will address the Con-

gress on the subject, "Recreation and the Social

Integration of the Individual."

Melvin E. Haggerty, Dean of the College of

Education, University of Minnesota, will speak on

the "Enrichment of Community Life."

Mr. V. K. Brown, Superintendent of Recrea-

tion, Chicago, will present "The Capture of Lei-

sure for Use in Volunteer Service to the Govern-

ment."

Dr. Ernst Hermann, Dean of the Sargent Col-

lege of Physical Education, Boston University,

Cambridge, Massachusetts, will speak on "Crea-

tive Physical Activities."

10



BACK TO ATLANTIC CITY! 11

Other well-known speakers,
whose names will appear in the

final program, will be present.

Discussion Groups

As usual, the main work of the

Congress will be done in discus-

sion groups, each with a presiding officer, several

discussion leaders and a summarizer. The find-

ings of each group will be presented to the gen-

eral sessions of the Congress for information, dis-

cussion and action. These groups will have under

consideration the following topics, selected as

stated above, from suggestions that have come

from all parts of the country.

Topics for Discussion

Recreation requirements for modern youth.
Problems of board members.
Volunteers in recreation service.

Recreation in American family life.

Recreation in religious organizations.

Industry Recreation programs for employees.
Present problems in rural recreation.

Recreation in colored communities.

Camping in the recreation program.
Nature activities in public recreation.

Musical possibilities in present day life.

Opportunities for drama in an up-to-date depart-
ment.

Arts and crafts as recreation.

Special recreational needs of girls and women.

Program planning in public recreation.

Under what conditions are separate boys' club and

girls' club buildings desirable?

What legislative action is necessary for adequate
recreation service today ?

General tax problems which affect rec-

reation.

If Federal grants in aid be established.

what form should it take ?

Charges and fees for public recreation.

Personnel problems in recreation - - Sec-

tion I Training and Experience.
Personnel problems in recreation Sec-

tion II Maintaining the Merit System.
How can gains in emergency work be

built into the permanent program ?

Losses and gains if recreation in my city

were centralized in the school board.

Making recreation known to the public.

Wider use of the schools for enrichment

of communitv life.

The sun porch at the Ambassador which

will tempt delegates after meetings!

Are you making your plans to attend the National

Recreation Congress? TimeMay 17-21. Place-
Atlantic City. Headquarters Hotel the Ambassador

Park and recreation maintenance problems.

Facing the problems found in recent recreation

surveys.

Responsibility of recreation systems for co-

recreation.

Major Issues

Two years have passed since the Congress last

met. During those two years social and economic

changes have taken place which re-emphasize cer-

tain aspects of recreation and in others change the

whole approach to the problem.
Federal reorganization and the report of the

Committee on Better Personnel in Government

Service have throwrn the question of Personnel

and the Merit System into the first rank of inter-

est and importance. Standards of training and ex-

perience, certification and tenure of service are of

vital importance to recreation leaders now and

will be increasingly so during the next few years.

The depression has been officially declared "out"

but we still have nine million of unemployed peo-

ple, half of whom are young people who are out

of school and who have never had a job. The

liquidation of the WPA recreation program has

begun. Vast new recreation facilities provided

(Continued on page 44)



Some thoughts on the responsibilities and

functions of the board member and his re-

lationships with the recreation executive

THE
MEMBER of a recreation

board or commission oc-

cupies a position of pub-
lic trust offering unlimited op-

portunities for service to the community. No
other type of public service needs leadership of

higher quality than does public recreation, and

members of recreation boards should be among
the ablest and most devoted men and women of

the community. Upon them and upon their vision

and judgment depends the quality of service of-

fered the public.

Within rather broad limitations the recreation

board determines the amount of money to be

spent on recreation, the kind of leadership em-

ployed, and the scope of the program and its ex-

pansion. In short, every fundamental policy of a

department is influenced by the members of the

board, and it is therefore essential that they be

thoroughly familiar with their official responsi-

bilities and that they realize to the full the im-

portance of the duties they have undertaken.

Functions of a Recreation Board

There are certain recognized functions of the

governing board that are fundamental. Among
them are the following :

The interpretation of the community recreation

program to public officials and to the general citi-

zenship in terms of adequate moral and financial

support.

The maintenance of high

standards in recreation leader-

ship and in quality of program
service.

The selection of the recrea-

tion executive or superintend-

ent and the denning of the

scope of his powers and duties.

The appointment, upon rec-

ommendation of the recrea-

tion executive, of all em-

By CLYDE DOYLE
President, Recreation Commission

Long Beach, California

"Some of our leisure must be devoted

to public affairs. . . . Any contribu-

tion we can make is not only a pa-
triotic duty but we shall find it also

very much our own business. Leisure

gives us this opportunity. If demo-

cracy ever could mean anything it

must mean that each citizen should

joyously contribute of time, thought
and energy to the benefit of the

whole group." George B. Cutten
in Challenge of Leisure.

ployees, and the determination

of their functions and duties.

(A number of authorities ad-

vise the appointment of all em-

ployees by the recreation executive alone on the

basis that he is responsible to the board for the

carrying out of certain objectives and the method

of accomplishment should rest in his hands. Many

believe, therefore, that the executive should have

the power to select his own assistants and to de-

fine their duties and functions in a way which will

best accomplish his objectives. Civil Service

would be utilized wherever possible in selecting

local personnel on a merit basis.)

The determination and establishment of the

general policies to be followed in carrying out the

purpose for which the department was established.

(As a matter of practical experience the execu-

tive, being a trained and experienced technician,

may be the official actually to develop the plans

and policies adopted by the board.)

The consideration of and passing judgment

upon the recommendations coming from any

source outside the department, especially if such

suggestions involve matters of general policy.

Appropriation of the budget and the securing

of the required funds.

The authorization of expenditures within the

budget granted and the careful examination of

expenditures.

A strict accounting to the

people of the community
through the proper fiscal au-

thorities of the use of all'funds.

A full report to the public

of all the activities of the de-

partment during the year.

To Insure Successful

Relationships

Upon the wisdom of the

board in dealing with its execu-

(Continued on page 46)
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Pegs-And What to Do With Them!

By

EDW. J. RONSHEIM
Director of Recreation

Anderson, Indiana

IN

OUR COMMUNITY we found ourselves with

greatly reduced funds for the purchase of play

supplies. Consequently, when a local manu-

facturer presented the Recreation Department

with several scores of pegs a great deal of con-

sideration was given the question of what to do

with them.

At first it seemed impossible to conjure up any

use for the pegs, which were slightly under two

inches in diameter and eight inches long, with one

beveled end. But at last we had the idea of using

them to replace the old broken and expensive In-

dian clubs. No sooner said than done ! Out came

the pegs. They were counted out in sets of twelve,

two painted one color and ten another. A box or

basket was provided as a kit and into it went the

pegs, two six-inch Voit balls (six-inch inflated

rubber balls) and two twelve-inch square pieces

of old linoleum. Two old croquet mallets or im-

provised ones included in the kit made more ac-

tivities possible. Additional pegs could be made

of 2 x 2 x 8 inch wood with the edges beveled

with a plane.

The kits proved very popular and around them

developed a large number of games, many of

which were adaptations of old games and some of

which were completely new. Here are some of

the more popular games :

Peg Bowl Ball. This game may be played by
from ten to thirty players and may be played in-

doors or out. An area about 30 feet square is

needed. Line up teams and pegs as in the diagram
below "A" and "B" are the two teams of play-

ers, "X" indicates a peg and "O" the bowler's box.

aaaaaaaaaaa
xxxxxxxxxx

Play Pegs is the child or perhaps
we should say are the children of

the depression! The development of

the activities described in this article

by Mr. Ronsheim is typical of what

has been going on in many communi-

ties faced with the necessity of pro-

viding play equipment with little or

no money. Ingenuity and resource-

fulness have solved the problem in

many a city. They did in Anderson!

front of players "A", and "O" is ten to thirty

feet from the middle peg.

The first bowler ("B") steps into the bowler's

box and bowls an air-filled ball not over six inches

in diameter at the pegs. If he misses a peg he is

out and moves to the right out of the box. If he

knocks one or more down he scores a point for

each knocked over, even though the ball hits a

player "A" and bounces back to the peg. He
continues to bowl until he is out. Three outs make

"side-out" and teams then change positions. The

bowler must keep one foot in the box until the

ball has left his hand, otherwise he is out. The

team "A" merely retrieves the ball for the bowlers.

Five innings at least should be played. Play fast.

Peg in the Ring. One peg and a six-inch ball are

all the equipment needed. The players align

themselves as in the diagram. "V" represents the

players, while "X" is "it" and "O" represents two

players who retrieve the ball, taking their turns

last at bowling. The lines are thirty or forty feet

apart and players stand two feet apart. The cen-

ter circle at P is three feet in diameter with a play

peg placed in its center.

V V V V V V V V V V V V V

Line "A"

(P) x

Line "B"

bbbbbbbbbo
The distance between players "A" is about three

feet ; pegs are one foot apart and three feet in

Player "V" nearest the middle of the line bowls

the ball at the peg until he has knocked it down
or has used up his five chances to do so. If the

13



14 PEGS AND WHAT TO DO WITH THEM'

bowler knocks down a peg he runs to line "B,"

while "it" or "X" sets the peg up and then tries

to tag him. If he is caught he becomes "it" and

the old "it" takes the place of an "O" who joins

the "V" players. If the bowler misses all five

chances he must run on the last one and take a

chance on being tagged and made "it." At any

time when the peg is down or a bowler has the

ball, a runner behind line "B" (other than an

"O") may return. He may be tagged and be made

"it." Once he starts away from "B" he can not

turn back. Players bowl in turn ;
but always from

the middle of the line. Should a player's turn to

bowl come when he is behind "B" he becomes

"it." Caution : Do not bowl so hard that the game
becomes merely a matter of "chase the ball" for

the "O's."

Peg One Out. Set out the pegs in a line on the

ground (in grass, if possible), some three to five

feet apart. Use one less peg than the number of

players. Players line up from thirty to forty feet

away. On the word "go" the players race to the

pegs and try to seize one. The player left out is

retired from the game and one peg taken from

the row. Each time a player is left out a peg is

taken away as in "Going to Jerusalem." The

game continues until only one player is left.

Although the game is a bit rough it is great

sport if kept under control. If you have a very-

large group, divide it into smaller groups and play,

letting team champions compete in a final game
for first honors.

Play Peg Golf. Nine pegs, nine pins and num-

bered paper flags, golf or croquet balls, putters or

croquet mallets are required for this game. Place

the nine pegs ten to thirty feet apart on smooth

bare spots. Pin a numbered flag on the top of

each peg. Place the pegs in order as one might
find them on a golf course, leaving clear "fair-

ways" between holes, although hazards may be

set on either side of these clear areas. At a spot

not less than ten feet from the first peg make a

clear space for a "tee." Make such a clear space

("tee") about three feet to the right or left of all

other pegs except number nine.

As many as four players may play, each taking
turns hitting his ball toward the peg ahead. The

player who first knocks down the peg (with few-

est shots) puts down I on his score card and

sets up the peg. The next to knock it down scores

2, third 3, and so on. In case of a tie, both take

the number while the next player takes the next

higher number. Players do not start for the sec-

ond peg until all have completed the first "hole."

When a player is behind an obstacle placed on the

course, he moves his ball back from it counting

one hit before hitting the ball. The ball of another

player which blocks a striking player's ball counts

as an obstacle. A tournament may easily be or-

ganized for this game.

Grab the Peg. This game is similar to "Snatch"

in many ways. Players line up, standing shoulder

to shoulder, in two parallel teams facing each

other. The two teams are some forty feet apart.

Midway between the players is a three-foot circle

in which stands a peg. Players of one team count

off, each remembering his number. The other

team counts off beginning at the other end of the

line, so that the two "one's" are at opposite ends.

The game leader (not a participant) calls a num-

ber and the two players, one from each line, who

have that number dash to the center of the field;

each tries to snatch the peg and return with it to

his own team line without being tagged by his op-

ponent. If a player reaches his team untagged
with the peg he scores a point for his team. If

he is tagged, the opposing team scores. If a player

steps into the circle or knocks over a peg, he for-

feits a point. Once a player touches the peg he

must take it. There may be no shoving or holding.

Ten points constitute a game.

Pegs in a Circle. Have players form a circle by

taking hands and moving backwards until arms
are extended. Players then drop hands, turn so

that they are facing outward and put their feet

together. Each stands a peg in front of himself.

"It" stands in the circle.

"It" moves about in the circle trying to tag a

player whose hand (or finger) is not on a peg.

(Players must bend over, not stoop, to touch the

peg.) "It" may also knock down an unprotected

peg. The owner of a knocked down peg or a

tagged player becomes "it." This game is great
fun if played fast and fairly.

Peg and Ball Relay. Divide players into two or

more equal teams. Then divide each team into

two sections. Place the two divisions of each team
in file formation and about twenty feet apart.
Between the two divisions place a peg in a circle

(O).

Team A O
Team B O

(Continued on paqe 47)



The Feast of Ascending on High

MANY
PAGES could well be ex-

tracted from the Chinese

book of life experience by

nations considered more advanc-

ed and more civilized especially

those concerning the use of leisure and the ways
in which high and low, rich and poor in the Orient,

enjoy their hours for play.

Leisure in China is truly re-creation. All the

arts and sciences, as well as social graces and phy-

sical activities, are called upon to occupy idle time.

During the months moons, as they are called

there preceding the festival known the length

and breadth of the land as the "Feast of Ascend-

ing on High," all China thinks, plans, builds kites.

This day is the carnival of the wind the cere-

mony of the kite.

Pioneer in so many inventions, the Chinese

should be given credit for the first primitive ma-

chine to conquer the air element. The creatures

they launch into the sky seem at home. The kites

of the Orient live as surely in the air as do our

modern airplanes.

Legends are told of the origin of kites some

sentimental, and others martial. The general be-

sieged in an ancient Chinese town by hordes of

Tarters from the north is said to have invented

the kite to communicate his distress to distant

allies, and to have laid the foundation of the wig-

wag system of war communication at the same

time. After thousands of years the kite still holds

its place in the life of the race
; old and young,

farmers and artists, coolies and mandarins, not

only fly kites but make them, decorate them and

on that day of days, the Feast of Ascending on

High, travel to the nearest high ground and send

aloft their kites.

By MARESE ELIOT
Public Information Service

Works Progress Administration

New York City

Kites of All Types
Some of the Chinese kites

are rarely beautiful
; some are

grotesque; all are fascinating.

Small kites of varied shape
soar aloft from children's fin-

gers; huge aerial monsters re-

quiring a dozen men to launch

and another crew to control the

flying ropes, make the air a

vivid, even a gaudy, sight,

"Depressions might fade more quickly

if Occidentals would follow the Chi-

nese philosophy of kites. During the

winter the man who is worried makes

his kite, writes all his woes on its tail,

and on the day of the festival goes
to a hill and literally flies his troubles

away with the kite that he sends

out into the blue! He descends the

hill smiling and without fear; all

his troubles have been flown away!"

especially at the Festival. Kite

clubs for adults are as popular

there as tennis associations and

golf clubs are in America. Guilds

of workers and craftsmen often

associate themselves in the building and owner-

ship of huge kites, entering into keen rivalry in

races with high stakes as the reward of victory.

The kitemaker is not without honor in China.

His craft is a profession and the results of his

skill are often true "objets d'art." Dragon-flies a

hundred times the size of the originals glide in the

air on gauzy wings. Moths, beetles and butter-

flies sail on high ;
birds of brilliant plumage make

natural kites ; bats are huge and more frightening

than real ones.

These artist kitemakers are not content to use

merely natural denizens of the air. Fish are fa-

vored kites because they are bringers of good luck.

Imagination plays a part too. Dragons with glis-

tening scales, fifty feet long, controlled by ropes

in the hands of twenty men, can be seen in the

air. The eyes of the dragon rove and smoke bil-

lows out of the nostrils by virtue of cunningly

contrived wind power apparatus.

One of the most curious kites is the popularity

one. Actors are particularly favored by this form

of adulation. Dressed in costumes of their most

famous roles stage favorites float in the air, the kite

string held by devoted admirers. An Oriental form

of stagedoor worship ! Mei Lan Fang, who a few-

seasons ago brought his ancient art to American

theaters, has for many years been honored on fes-

tival days.

Kite flying is one of the most thrilling sports of

childhood that need not be dropped when ma-

turity is reached. From the craft activity that

is fostered by the actual making of the kite in the

home to the physical recrea-

tion in the open with its manip-

ulation, there is much to rec-

ommend this sport as leisure

time activity.

There are many simple types

of kites which may be made in

the home. A boy is apt to pre-

fer the tailed type. Most of

the early ones were of that

variety. The famous kite with

15



16 THE FEAST OF ASCENDING ON HIGH.

which Franklin drew electricity from the thunder

clouds had a tail, and for the novice at the art of

flying them, the tailed kite type is the easiest to

manipulate.

The square kite is the one which can be most

easily manufactured in the home by the amateur.

Because it requires the least effort, is inexpensive

to make and very interesting to operate, it has

been chosen as the type to be described in this

article.

How to Make a Square Type
Wood is used for the framework upon which

the square kite is built. In selecting the wood the

craftsman should make sure that it is well sea-

soned and true, that it lies parallel to a flat sur-

face and that there is no buckling along the length.

Take two sticks of equal length. Fifty inches

makes a kite of excellent size for the beginner.

These sticks should be square with a diameter of

three-eighths of an inch. Larger kites will need

heavier wood of larger diameters. Having made

sure that the selected stipks are seasoned wood

and true along their entire length, look for the

grain and select sticks with a smooth and even

grain. Sandpaper the sides of each stick until they

are smooth and velvety to the touch.

These two sticks form the foundation of the

kite. The skeleton is made by balancing them ex-

actly across each other so that they form a true

right-angled cross at the center. Place the sticks

on a flat surface. Then you are prepared for the

second operation in making the kite.

Winding the Sticks. This is the winding or bind-

ing of the skeleton sticks together at the center

where they meet in a right-angled cross. The cross

is lashed together with a winding of string. The

greatest care should be taken with this lashing to

see that it is even and close. However, it must not

be too tight or the sticks will buckle at the center.

Emphasis should be laid upon the importance of

doing kite craft upon a large, flat surface so that

buckling will be instantly detected.

In winding kite sticks together the string should

be twined evenly and diagonally over both sticks

in one operation, and then the process should be

reversed. The return windings are made between

the sticks and around the other windings. A
smooth firm cord, strong rather than heavy, is the

best type to use. The craftsman will speedily

learn the amount of winding necessary to anchor

the sticks in a perfect square at the center without

overburdening the kite with bulk. When the cen-

ter is firm, tie the ends neatly and slip them under

the winding.

A protective coating is now given to the entire

winding at the center. Either glue or shellac may
be used for this. The coat should be light, cover-

ing all the strings of the winding. If the first light

coat does not seem to be sufficient to produce a

firm center, another coat should be added after

the first one has dried. If glue is used, the sticks

should be dried under a weight. One caution is

pertinent here; no tacks or nails ever should be

used to hold the sticks together at the center. They
would set up a stress in the framework and prove

to be the weak spot that cracks in the wind when

the kite is in operation.

To make a true center for the kite is the heart

of the craftsman's job, and the quality and per-

formance of the finished kite can be measured by

the precision of its center. It must be a true and

right-angled cross at this point, well braced by

lashing, or the kite will not fly smoothly. If the

sticks slip during the process of winding, the wire

or cord must be unwound and the winding begun
anew. After some trials the craftsman will be able

to hold this vital center of the frame firm and true

as he winds. This is the most important part of

the kite to consider. Unless it is perfect the flight

of the kite will be neither accurate nor sustained.

The best material to use for the lashing is heavy
linen thread

;
some people use fishing tackle which

is fine and strong: Either one makes a firm center

that is flat and not bulky.

Outlining the Shape. The next step in the kite-

building process is to outline the shape of the fin-

ished article. This outline is made with wire or

string. Any hard twisted cotton cord is suitable

for the purpose. This outline should be light, yet

strong and wind-resistant. A fine gauge steel wire

makes an excellent outline. Piano wire is also

very good for the purpose. In making the outline

attach one end of the wire to a tip of the framing
stick with a slip loop. Keeping the frame flat on

a level surface, carry the end of the wire from one

point to the next until the circumference of the

kite has been described. Be certain that the wire,

while not loose, is never so taut that it buckles the

frame; it should lie very flat and parallel to the

table top on which you are working.

The kite is now ready for the covering.

Covering the Kite.. Many materials can be used
for this purpose. There are four reasons why
paper is to be preferred: i. Its lack of weight;
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2. its surface impermeability to air ; 3. its low cost,

and finally the ease with which it is applied to the

frame. Another advantage of paper is the fact

that the finished kite can be more easily and suc-

cessfully repaired if the paper cover becomes torn

by wind or hard usage.

Tissue paper such as is used for wrappings
makes an excellent kite cover. The softness and

pliability that characterize the good grade tissue

lend themselves to kite construction. For all small

kites it is a preferred material. The wide range
of color in which tissue can be purchased also

adds to its advantage; beauty is an angle to be

considered in kite craft. Many of the Chinese and

Japanese decorative papers make exquisite as well

as strong and durable kite covers.

The choice of material to use, however, holds a

definite relation to the size of the kite being con-

structed. The larger the dimensions of the frame,

the stronger and heavier the cover must be. The
ratio of paper strength must be maintained as the

length of the kite arms increases. For larger kites,

rice, manila or large sheets of bond paper may be

employed to advantage. Wrapping paper from
the corner store is not to be despised; it is used

very often in the making of kites at home.

For large kites and for those to be used where
winds are high and strong, fabric should be sub-

stituted for paper. Though more durable, fabric

is not applied to the frame with the same ease,

nor is it so easily repaired when it is torn or

ripped.

More exactness and care must be used by the

kite craftsman in using fabric as a cover. Certain

new problems are presented. One is the perme-

ability of fabric to air. In choosing the fabric

lightness of weight and closeness of weave are es-

sential. Permeability to air is decreased by paint-

ing the flying surface. Thin varnish or shellac

may be used, or rubber cement will fill the crevices

between the threads of warp and woof. The best

material, however, for painting the surface of

fabric kites is the so-called "dope" used by air-

plane factories to coat the wings of planes. The

application of liquids for protection to fabric

causes shrinkage, and this must be allowed for in

covering the frame with fabric. More allowance

must be made where airplane dope is used than

the other liquid protectors.

Afte.r the cover material has been selected, be it

paper or fabric, it should be placed flat on the

work table. Lay the frame of the kite on the ma-
terial and draw the pattern. When this is cut an

inch should be allowed on all four sides. Fold this

margin over the wire edge of the kite frame, being
sure that there is no pull at any place. Glue down
the margin, using no more glue than is absolutely

necessary to control the edge.

When the margin has been folded and glued,

the kite surface should be flat and smooth. It

should appear taut but not tense. It must never

be tight enough to buckle the frame out of shape.

Keep the fact clearly in mind that the surface of

the kite is to be presented to the wind
; the flatter

Often an accident ends the kite's

career, but to the boy who makes
his kites this is a minor tragedy



18 THE FEAST OF ASCENDING ON HIGH

the surface the easier the kite will ride the air, as

any unevenness slows up the flight. Just as the

sticks must he evenly balanced to produce balanced

flight, so must the covering of both the kite sur-

faces, upper and lower, be smooth and evenly dis-

tributed if a perfect flying machine is to result.

. The Bridle. The main body of the kite having
been made, the next problem is the arrangement
to control the machine while in the air. The
method used is an attachment called a ''bridle"

which is string attached to the kite frame. The
bridle is the steering gear of the kite flying

machine.

The proper placing of the bridle is of utmost

importance. If the steering gear of an airplane

were incorrectly installed the pilot would lose con-

trol of his machine in the air. A similar result

happens when the bridle is incorrectly placed in a

kite. The laws of balance, of weight and of gra-

vity must all be considered in installing the steer-

ing gear.

For the square kite the bridle is composed of

two strings. Each string is exactly half as long
as the circumference of the kite. These strings

are attached at opposite corners of the frame.

They are then brought together at that point above

the surface of the kite which is exactly one-third

the distance from the point of the kite measured

along the center line. The string of the kite is

attached to the bridle where the two parts meet.

The string may be as many feet or hundreds of

feet as the maker chooses. For flying, a reel is

recommended; this aids in controlling the kite

from the ground, preventing snarls and adding
to the ease in paying out and reeling in the line.

One of the most important features of square
kites is the tail. Such a tail must not add much
weight. The scientific reason for its addition is

the added air resistance it gives the kite. This air

resistance so-called surface friction provides
the balance of the kite.

The Tail. The making of the tail is simple.
Pieces of paper about four inches by six are fold-

ed into accordion pleats and tied a foot apart,

along a string. Such a tail is excellent to add to

the valuable surface-friction. When the papers
have been attached to the central string, fan out
the ends of the paper as one would a bow tie. The
amount of tail needed to add balance to the kite

depends upon the amount of wind encountered.

Thirty feet of tail is a fair average for a start.

More tail can always be added. In flying, the less

tail, the more sport.

Other types of tail can be used. There is one

style which consists of paper cups attached to the

tail string; these were very much in demand dur-

ing the war. The small American boy seems to

prefer a tail made of paper bags. The one of

folded, tied and fanned out papers is the easiest

to make and will prove the most consistent in per-

formance. There is also the possibility of making
the kite tail more attractive through the use of

colored papers of different shades.

The types of kites that may be made by the

home craftsman are so many that they cannot be

listed in a short article. Even the profile figure

kites so much favored by the Oriental nations may
be constructed by any one with even a slight talent

for drawing in outline.

Of course a kite may be bought. Kite manu-
facturers abound in the land. But what boy or

even grown man who is but a boy at heart can a

purchased kite, even though one of the glittering

Oriental ones, hold the place in his interests and
affections with one of his own creation? With

every pain he takes in construction, with every
effort he bends to balance the one he "crafts,"
with every thought he directs toward perfecting
its flight and its decoration, the kite craftsman is

adding to that store of knowledge which will aid

him in living life and in using leisure with satis-

faction true recreation.

Since the days of Benjamin Franklin conditions

have changed greatly. Our
cit^s

and urban areas
have required the erection )f* many cables, high
tension wires and transformers, and these are

potential sources of danger for kite flyers. The
good kite flyer, like the good aviator and the

careful motorist, observes safety rules. Here are
a few of them :

Wire should never be used as kite string, tail

connection, bridle, or to lash sticks together. Nor
should metal of any description be used in kite

construction. If used, serious injury may follow
if the kite becomes entangled in electric power
lines. Lash sticks together with strings; do not
use nails, tacks or brads.

It is much safer not to fly kites immediately
over or near electric wires, and no attempt should
be made to remove a kite caught over electric

wires, or in trees near them. Never climb a pole
to remove a kite or string.



For the Price

of a

Single Movie!

A community mobilizes its

forces and in no uncertain

tones declares for a year-

round recreation program!

FOR
THE PRICE of a movie to

the average home owner in

the city, Decatur, Illinois,

now has a tax-supported recrea-

tion system. Voted on favorably

by the citizens on October 13,

1936, the new tax climaxed an

eventful year in the recreation program of

Decatur.

Early in the vear Charle.- K. lirightbill, for-

merly associated with the Recreation Department
of Reading, Pennsylvania, became Superintend-

ent of Public Recreation in Decatur where recrea-

tion is sponsored by the Community Recreation

Association, a group of private individuals. One

of the new Superintendent's first undertakings

was to make the community conscious that the

recreation program should be on a year-round

basis and not be merely a summer playground pro-

ject. To this end a large poster was made depict-

ing the various parts of a community recreation

program and bearing the words "Your Commu-

nity Association offers the entire family a more

abundant life through its playgrounds, gymnasi-
ums and community centers." This poster was

placed in the City Hall, public library, schools,

churches and down town stores so that many peo-

ple might see it and learn to think of recreation as

year-round in scope. Jkit posters alone could not

sell a year-round program. The existing program
was expanded so that the service might, through
wider participation, convince more of the need

and value of such a program. Rapid expanse on

a budget of $7,306 a year was difficult and the

Courtesy Community Recreation A

\\ 1 'A made possible nearly 85 per cent of the pro-

gram for the year of demonstrating the possibili-

ties of city-wide, year-round recreation.

The Association Reports the Year's Progress

The annual report of the Community Recrea-

tion Association shows the recreation program

expanded to twenty playgrounds, seven commu-

nity centers and ten gymnasiums open winter and

fall, a summer day camp, a picnic service, an in-

formation and bulletin service and twelve new

parent and playground associations. There was a

participation of nearly three-quarters of a million

in the various recreational activities for the year.

High spots on the program included a band

concert on each playground once during the sea-

son, weekly Tuesday night folk dance festivals,

playground leagues and tournaments in games and

sports, a "Come and See Day" for parents, a

story-telling contest, a parade of children and the

grotesque Mardi Gras heads and lighted floats and

lanterns they had made, and a playground parade
of 3000 children and adults. The Municipal Play-

ers were encouraged and assisted and other drama

groups helped. Glee clubs, rhythm bands and or-

chestras were formed. A two-week training insti-

tute for leaders preceded the expansion of the
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program and another of two weeks duration was

held before the opening of the summer play-

grounds.

The Recreation Referendum Campaign

So successful was the program, coupled with

carefully planned and organized publicity starting

with the posters emphasizing year-round recrea-

tion, that in October 1936 the people voted a tax

for recreation of a minimum of two-thirds of a

mill on each dollar of assessed valuation on prop-

erty within the city limits. This tax will provide

an income of approximately $18,000 a year at a

cost of 39 cents or less than the price of a movie

to the average home owner. In April 1935 the

tax had been defeated
;
in October 1936 it was ap-

proved by more than a two to one vote.

The carefully worked out campaign accom-

panying the program and interpreting it did much

to win the day for recreation in the Decatur elec-

tion. It was planned to carry the need for ade-

quate recreation to the people in a number of

ways in an attempt to reach the very largest num-

ber of people possible. During the month before

the election date especially concentrated efforts

were made.

Newspapers ran daily stories during the month

before the election. Public endorsements of rec-

reation were made in the paper by such men as

the Mayor, Chief of Police, President of the

Ministerial Association, President of the Com-

munity Chest Board and by the American Federa-

tion of Labor. Articles on recreation appeared on

the sports, editorial and society pages, and com-
mercial firms included statements of approval of

recreation in their paid advertisements.

Written appeals other than newspaper stories

were many and varied. Letters of approval of

tax-supported recreation went out over the signa-
ture of prominent men to ministers, picnic or-

ganizations, athletic teams and restaurant owners.

Signs and posters were provided for streets, ser-

vice stations, theaters (on the screen) and restau-

rants. Children carried posters on the street read-

ing "Neglect in 1936 means
trouble in 1946" and "Recrea-

tion isn't a frill; it's part of

us." Handbills were distribut-

ed with the following titles:

"Can we let this happen?"
"Welfare of School Children"

and "Why Business Men
Should Support Recreation."

Any community planning to conduct
a referendum campaign for a year-
round recreation program would do
well to take a leaf from the experi-
ence of Decatur, Illinois, where a

plan worked out with the greatest
care and put into operation through
the cooperation of many community
groups, had a gratifying outcome.

School children carried home mimeographed notes

to parents and wrote essays on recreation. Auto-

mobiles appeared with posters and yellow stickers

"Vote Yes Playgrounds Tuesday, October 13" on

the spare tires. Even the morning milk bottles

14,000 of them carried the appeal on a paper

cuff "Milk and Exercise=Health. Vote Yes To-

day for Playgrounds."
The message was carried by word of mouth

through talks or speeches. During the month pre-

ceding election day talks were given in every pub-

lic and parochial school in the city, in every

church, to twenty large industries and stores in

the city and to forty-five organizations and gov-

erning bodies. Five radio interviews were ar-

ranged with the heads of important departments

and organizations including the President of the

Junior Association of Commerce, the Mayor, the

Commissioner of Public Health and Safety, the

Chief of Police and the President of the City

P. T. A. Council. A large number of people were

reached by special amplified messages to large

groups attending play nights, softball champion-

ship and high school football games.

A house-to-house canvass using 500 block

workers and 37 precinct captains was made of

every home in the city. Every square block was
covered by a person living in it. Precinct captains
were officers of the P. T. A., members of neigh-

borhood recreation clubs and prominent citizens.

Block \vorkers also were enlisted from P. T. A.

groups and neighborhood clubs. Each voter was

urged to support the recreation tax and confiden-

tial reaction sheets were turned in by each worker.

Besides the barrage of written and oral ma-

terial, extensive exhibits were prepared giving a

picture of various aspects of the program. They
were set up in down town store windows a week
before election and remained all the week. Ex-
hibits included handcraft activities, model air-

planes and boats, music and drama and athletics.

One exhibit showed a miniature baseball diamond
and a jail. Figures showed the high costs of

crime and the low cost of recreation. Another
exhibit consisted of a puppet
show in a store window giving

sidelights of recreation with

the help of a loud speaking

system. Puppets did folk

dances, tumbling, played in

swings and with balls, and be-

tween acts carried cards across

(Continued on pcicic 48)



When

0ypsies

Come to

Reading

Children gather
from near and far

to listen to the

thrilling tales of

magic and romance

IIK GYPSIKS ARK COMING, the Gypsies are

coming." With this joyous cry all regular

activities of the playground stopped and the

children, tall and small, rushed to greet the band

of Gypsies coming clown the street in their rickety

old black cart drawn by the most beautiful painted

horse you ever saw ! Was it the horse that first

attracted the children ? Perhaps. Or possibly the

Romany tunes riddled by the little Gypsy maiden

who played as she rode, dangling her pretty feet

over the back of the cart. I'ut in all probability

the ones who
^
first gave the warning of the

Gypsies' approach had been watching for them

eagerly and had spied the cart when it was still a

black speck in the distance.

Fpr this was no regular Gypsy band, no band

of rovers, but a group of friendly Gypsies who

brought joys untold to the boys and girls of the

playgrounds of Reading, Pennsylvania, through

their stories of magic and romance. Indeed, they

were no real Gypsies at all ! And among them was

the Recreation Department's itinerate story-teller,

who visited the playgrounds twice during the sea-

son, spending about an hour on each lot telling

stories chosen especially for the particular group.

How It Grew

In former years, the Reading Story League co-

operated with the Department of Public Recrea-

By KATHRYN C. KEPPELMAN
Supervisor of Dramatics and Story-telling

Department of Public Recreation

Reading, Pennsylvania

tion by furnishing judges for the annual story

contests, and by sending volunteers from their

group to the playgrounds to tell stories to the

children. While the Department appreciated the

cooperation and the children benefited by it, a

definite need for an itinerate story-teller was felt ;

a need for someone with training and experience,

someone who understood boys and girls, who

could give practical help to the leaders.

An appeal to the story league resulted in its

financial cooperation to the extent of half the

salary of a professional story-teller, the other half,

together with the cost of transportation, to be paid

by the Department. Mrs. E. K. Shollenberger,

one of the members of the League who is widely

known for her ability and charm in story-telling,

was chosen for the work. .

Realizing the appeal of costume, it was decided

that the story-teller should dress in Gypsy attire.

At first she traveled a-foot, making her trips

alone. Later, her daughter, an accomplished vio-
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linist, went with her to fiddle Romany tunes and

to teach the children Gypsy songs. Her little

niece and nephew, visiting from the Belgian

Congo, thought they, too, would like to be Gypsies,

so they donned bandanna and sash, and lo, a real

Gypsy Band had evolved ! Usually a stray dog or

two tagged along and added to the atmosphere,

and on one occasion a live parrot added his bit to

the story-telling.

But what real Gypsies travel a-foot these days?
Before long, the town was combed for an old cart

and horse, and from that time on the story-teller

traveled in true Gypsy style in an old black cart

with a fine old horse and a quaint old driver who
fitted perfectly into the picture.

In connection with her story-telling program,
Mrs. Shollenberger made herself available for

conferences with the leaders on questions perti-

nent to the work, and acted as hostess at the city-

wide story-telling contest.

Last Summer on the Playgrounds

However, the Gypsy was merely part of the

story-telling program used on the playgrounds of

Reading this year. In fact, for the past few years,

story-telling has been one of the major activities.

Time is allowed on the program of the annual

Institute for leaders for the discussion of the art

and science of telling stories. Leaders are en-

couraged to conduct a daily story hour. Biblio-

graphies of stories are prepared and distributed

to the leaders. The Public Library cooperates in

placing on reserve for the special use of the rec-

reation workers, books of stories and story-telling.

One of the chief duties of the Supervisor of Dra-

matics is to plan and conduct a story-telling pro-

gram to be used throughout the season this pro-

gram culminating in a city-wide story contest.

The program of story-telling for 1936 began
with three Institute lectures given by Mrs. A. L.

MacKinnon, then President of the National Story

League. Since the general plan for the year in-

cluded a definite attempt to appeal to boys, one

lecture was devoted entirely to stories for boys.
The other two were on story selection and story-

telling methods. Further, each leader was given

opportunity to tell a story to Mrs. MacKinnon,
who gave constructive criticism and practical help
to the individuals.

A story hour was part of the daily schedule, the

time of the day chosen for this being left to the

discretion of the leader. In some cases, a twilight

story hour proved most successful, while in others

the afternoon or morning was more satisfactory

for the activity.

Story games and dramatizations of stories were

very popular, especially with the little tots. Music

was incorporated into the story hour on many

grounds, the boys and girls entering heartily into

the motion songs and stunt songs. Music and

stories seem a logical combination and were there-

fore encouraged.

It was the experience of most leaders that at

first the children preferred to listen to the stories

rather than tell them. Before long, however, the

boys as well as girls enjoyed participating, and by
the time scheduled for the contests there was

great enthusiasm for story-telling among the chil-

dren. In some cases, where there was little guid-

ance or direction on the part of the leader, the

story hour became an experience meeting ; but on

the whole, where leaders themselves were inter-

ested, stories were well chosen and well told. It

was a joy, on the hottest of afternoons, to come

upon groups of girls and boys "swapping yarns"
and telling stories to each other. Story-telling is

an activity that lends itself to playground situa-

tions, no matter what the weather may be.

At the annual "Play Day" when boys and girls

of various playgrounds gathered for cooperative

play, story-telling was one of the featured activi-

ties. It proved a most delightful interlude between

active games and strenuous contests.

The Story Contest

The story contest has, for several years, been

one of the chief events in the city-wide program.
At a scheduled time, local contests, judged by
leaders and members of the playground associa-

tions, are held on every ground. Any girl or boy
is eligible for entrance in the local contest. This is

usually made a gala affair in order to attract the

children, whether or not they intend to tell stories.

For frequently those listening to others will be

inspired and will prove very excellent story-tellers.

The contestants are divided into three age

groups :

Those up to 9 years of age
Those from 9 to 12

Those from 12 to 16

The leaders may give as much help as they see

fit to any contestant, that is, in story selection and
hints as to delivery, posture while telling stories,

memorization. Of course, no hints are given dur-

ing the contest.

(Continued on page 48)



Play for Handicapped Children

FITTING

TOGETHER the

parts of a picture

puzzle may not seem

on the face of it to have

a definite curative value

for a child who is hos-

pitalized because of a

fractured leg, a stubborn

case of eczema, or any

other of the many ills.

However, with the plac-

ing of each small part of

the puzzle in its correct

place comes a concentra-

tion and, in the end, a

satisfaction at having
completed his task that

leads definitely toward a

healthful mental hygiene

and an ability to solve other and more weighty

problems. There may come a time in the working

of the puzzle when the pieces seem a jumble, and

in that case a teacher in the Special Education

Department is willing, anxious and able to give

just the needed amount of help. The problem

must be sufficiently difficult to challenge the inter-

est of the patient but not too difficult for him to

grasp.

So it might be said that the Special Education

Department of the University of Michigan Hos-

pital is composed of teachers whose function it is

to aid and assist the child toward his definite ob-

jective which h'e has set for himself, and which

he recognizes as his own problem. The entire pro-

gram might be designated as the Activity Pro-

gram for children, for it is our aim to correlate

our work with the Activity Program for normal

children in the public schools and to supplement

the actual Academic program offered by the Hos-

pital School.

The Objectives

As in the public schools, our goal is modified to

fit the needs of the type of child with whom we

come in contact. The child grows in the very fac-

ing of difficulty; much more in solution and ac-

complishment. In other words, we attempt :

i. To give the handicapped child confidence in

himself and a sympathetic understanding of other

By EDITH WHEELER
Supervisor of Special Education

University of Michigan Hospital

human beings in order to lead a well-balanced en-

joyable life.

2. To approximate the normal in so far as pos-

sible, that the child may not lose contact with the

normal home, school, and social environment dur-

ing the abnormal period of hospitalization. There

may be abnormalities in the child's own life which

he does or does not face or realize. Such growth
as he may make may be in a very circumscribed

area.

3. To continue in so far as possible, the special

activities of the public schools; that is, nature

study, children's literature, rhythms, music, games,

handwork, and through these subjects to broaden

the child's horizon so that his own small world

may include many interests in spite of his

handicap.

4. To provide a program for the hospitalized

child which will lessen the mental discomfort

accompanying illness and to make the child's

period of hospitalization as profitable and as

pleasant as possible. In other words, to assist in

obtaining a healthful mental hygiene.

Children are introduced to the program as soon

as they have received permission from the doctor.
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Every child is enrolled whether he is in the hos-

pital for one day or over a period of years. Last

year 2,667 children were enrolled in the Special

Activities program, of these 1,838 were here from

one to ten days, the balance ranging from ten days
to two hundred ten days during the year. Over

half of these children were below seven years of

age while most of the balance were between seven

and thirteen, a few over thirteen.

Leadership

The present staff is composed of licensed teach-

ers who are residents of the state continuing their

professional development and contacts through a

definite program of reports, visiting days in local

schools, analyses of situations, and exchange dis-

cussions. This is a special field in education which

requires a great deal from the individual, but she

in turn makes a definite contribution to the child

in particular and the field in general not widely

recognized to date except very conservatively, as

would be expected. A definition of the problem
has been made and certainly we have made prog-

ress on the road toward solution, but the problem
is never solved finally for the situation changes as

soon as conclusions have been reached.

The teachers, as those of the Hospital School,

are financed through the Michigan Crippled Chil-

dren's Commission, and two private organizations

the Galen Medical Society and the Kiwanis

Clubs. Other assistance is given by many organi-

zations and private individuals.

Services

All children who have received permission to

go to the roof playroom and playground or the

Galen Shop are taken there either in beds and

wheelchairs, or walking. The roof program is

carried on morning and afternoon for all children,

girls or boys up to 13 years of age, and is spon-
sored by the Kiwanis Clubs of Michigan who pro-

vide one and one-half time recreation teachers to

carry out the program discussed later. Further

advantages of this roof program are that the chil-

dren receive the benefits of a complete change of

atmosphere, sunlight and fresh air in addition to

their educational program. During the summer
months recreation is emphasized, but during the

winter months we find a well rounded project

planned which includes stories, handwork, nature

study and music, following the unit study idea.

The Galen Shop is a general workshop for boys

sponsored by the Galen Medical Society, an hon-

orary medical organization composed of Junior

and Senior medical students. In this shop many

boys and a few girls learn to make useful and

attractive articles from scrap materials, trying out

many activities more fruitful in experience than

results. The majority of children coming to the

shop are below twelve years of age and have had

no previous experience in this type of work, there-

fore a most elementary program of wood, metal,

cement, and electrical work is planned. For the

boys who have had experience new materials are

provided and more complicated projects planned

and executed. A child is quite free to select and

follow through his own interests with quite gen-

eral guidance.

During the time when some children are on the

roof, other teachers on the wards teach the chil-

dren who cannot leave the sixth floor. Children

from floors other than sixth either go to the roof

or are taken care of by Occupational Therapy.
Similar services are offered at Convalescent

Hospital and South Department when and if

needed. Convalescent Hospital offers a service on

the wards, in the playroom and on the outdoor

playground. The children in this unit are more

active and have more freedom so that a varied

program may be planned for them similar to that

of the public schools.

Besides these regular activities there are special

programs which will be discussed later.

The General Program

The general program may be discussed under

special headings :

Individual Occupation. It is sometimes necessary
to find an individual occupation for a boy or girl

who is so handicapped that he is not able to par-

ticipate in group activity. This was true in the

case of Mike, age 10, a chronic osteomyelitis case.

Mike is deaf and cannot enjoy stories or games.
His interest was aroused by a new erector set in

a shiny red box. He was so intrigued by his work
that he asked to keep the set over night and in his

spare time he built an original design of a wreck-

ing truck. His truck was so clever that it was
entered in the Gilbert contest for original designs
built with erector sets.

Nature Study. Nature study has been introduced

to our children by the live material displayed in

the playrooms and in the wards. For the younger
children we have a group study program which in-

cludes observation, discussion, illustrative art

work and reading. It is our object to create in
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these children the ability to observe the wonders

and beauties of the living, growing world about

them ;
in other words, a backdoor nature study.

It is interesting to note that only two children out

of an entire ward knew what horse chestnuts were

and one recognized milkweed.

Music. The music program is carried on in the

playrooms and wards. Our teachers have empha-
sized rhythm games with each child taking part

and rhythm bands for which we have made many
of our instruments, the singing of new and fa-

miliar songs, and also the appreciation of music

in the study of some of the composers, the operas,

and the music itself. As a conclusion for one

period of study, the rhythm band gave a concert

in May for which the children made new drums,

badges and caps.

Games Individual and Group. In the play-

grounds and in the playrooms we are teaching

games and plays that children learn in school so

that these handicapped children may find out for

themselves in what games they may participate

without feeling the embarrassment of a disability.

We have also taught games which are played on

the sidewalk and in the home yard. Some games
have used such homey materials as cardboard

boxes, clothespins, coffee cans, jar rubbers, etc.,

so that the children may find these things at home
and by knowing the possibilities may Help to solve

the toy problem in many families.

We use many individual and couple quiet games
for both bed and ambulatory children such as

checkers, dominoes, spinning games, ball games,
and balls. Many shy, homesick children make
friends and become leaders with the help of toys
and games. It also helps to teach these children

the use of leisure time during long periods of

convalescence.

Children's Literature and English. There are vari-

ous methods by which

we have introduced our

Children's Literature

plan. In the playrooms
we have inaugurated a

story hour twice each

day. Whenever it is pos-

sible the children are

grouped according to

age level. Sometimes the

younger children are

read to by the older

ones. The teachers read

to individual children as often as possible when

the time allows. j

Through picture study and projects we carry

on conversation periods the outgrowth of which

is often original stories and poetry. The drama-

tization of original or familiar stories adds to the

children's knowledge and enjoyment. This has

been worked out with a delicacy of feeling by our

teachers who sometimes must enact various parts

themselves while bed children speak the lines.

Puppets, marionettes, story figures, and minia-

ture theaters increase interest in children's stories.

With some children we leave books so that they

may read when they find leisure time.

Art Work. In conjunction with our projects, we

carry on all types of industrial and fine arts. Free

art is emphasized in painting, drawing, and color-

ing. This is done through finger painting, easel

painting and drawing, coloring on paper and cloth.

For modeling we use clay, soap, paraffin, wall

paper cleaner and soft wood.

No craft work is taught for the sake of the per-

fect product in itself but rather as the child's own
form of expression. Woodworking is carried on

for the most part in the Galen Shop. Sewing and

weaving are also used as a medium of expression
in both individual and group projects. Paper con-

struction, cutting, pasting and all forms of ele-

mentary art work such as are carried on in the

public schools are given these children in con-

junction with their project and academic work.

For a small group of special students one

teacher is giving a course in Fine Arts for which

some of the students are receiving high school

credit.

Free Play. Sand tables, the pool, and housekeep-

ing equipment have aided us materially in the fur-

thering of free and dramatic play by these handi-

capped children.

Through them they have

kept in contact with the

outside world which
soon fades in their

memories after months

of hospitalization. Many
construction toys such

as erector sets, tinker

toys, building sets, pre-

school peg boards, tow-

ers and the like have

made it possible for
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these children to choose their own plaything.

The vehicles on the roof and the playground
have caused some difficulty and the traffic prob-
lem became acute in several instances. The boys
handled this themselves by signing up for vehi-

cles, issuing driver's licenses, appointment of a

traffic cop and taking into court the unruly
drivers. It is a gala day for everyone when a boy
tries out his new artificial foot and finds that he,

too, can ride a tricycle.

The Project Plan

Practically, our program is very definitely out-

lined. The first of each month the workers on the

various units plan projects which will fit the needs

of the individual child as well as those of the

group. The project must be so designed that the

child who comes into the hospital after the pro-

ject has been launched will feel an integral part
of the activity, and the child who leaves will feel

that he has gained from having been included in

this program. It must not only provide an occu-

pation for the long days of hospitalization, but

must also give actual knowledge and act as a

stimulus for further study.

Stafford H.
, age 5, was unable to use his

hands but started beginning reading with us by

dictating a group of poems to the teacher and

learning to read them. He became a leader in the

group as he was included in each project to help
with suggestions and plans. Later we discovered

from his home school that the shy child had be-

come a leader there also. Upon his return to the

hospital he brought us many new and interesting

songs which he taught the children here.

Albert, age 13, had outgrown the group and was

having difficulty adjusting himself. He organized
the police department to take care of traffic regu-
lations in the group. As Chief of Police he learned

to issue orders, to use his own judgment, to em-

ploy self-control, and to handle other people. It

was distinctly a case of the development of social

intelligence.

If a child becomes interested in some phase of
the monthly project he may go on with this as an
individual study. This is exemplified by a boy of

twelve who became intrigued by the study of

astronomy, and of stars in particular, as an out-

growth of the study of the shape of the stars on
the kite he was making. The group was studying
the toys of the children of Holland, and this one

boy wanted stars of "real shape" on his kite. This

led to the arousing of interest, the seeking for in-

formation, and the further study of the planets.

Extra Services

Besides
'

the regular service, for the Youth

Group last year we offered a short course in pre-

vocational education which included instruction in

watch repairing. This course was given by an

expert in watch repairing who gave a bird's-eye
view of the inside of a watch as well as the skills

needed by a watchmaker. It was an interesting
and worthwhile experiment.

During the winter months, a movie service is

offered to many patients and special holidays are

celebrated with emphasis placed on Christmas. At
this time each patient receives a remembrance with
well filled Christmas stockings for the children.

The hospital now boasts of two Scout troops,
one at Convalescent and one at Main Hospital.
This represents an attempt to link the patients of
the hospital with outside life. While they are here

they are given the opportunity to continue in some
degree their Scouting activities, or if they have
never participated in a Scouting program, an at-

tempt is made to point out to the handicapped boy
the various phases of Scouting in which he can

participate.

Thus it may be pointed out that the function of
the Special Education Department of University
Hospital is twofold that of the home and
that of the school. As the small child playing,
in the home is building up a socially useful

personality, and as he carries to his school
work the same serious attitude which he has de-

veloped through his play at home, so we continue
to lay the foundations for a good mental hygiene.
Play should never be considered as an extra-cur-
ricular element in education. Play is education
and through play the child develops his habits of
life, and his adjustment to the social situations in
which he is and will be involved. The play of the
child is the preparation for good citizenship in the

developing of patriotism, loyalty, fair play, which
are learned and relearned by the adult according
to his training. It is through play that we are
helping these handicapped children to continue
their adjustment to life which may be far more
difficult than that of the normal child. The handi-
capped child is forced to make a complicated ad-
justment which includes not only the mental me-
chanical and personality development but also the
adaptation to his own handicap.

'Continued on page 51)



Experience in Citizenship

Camp Fire Girls find out for themselves what rec-

reational opportunities are being provided for

them and for other young people in their communi-

ties, and make suggestions on what is needed.

THE
SCENE is a dinner attended

by the mayor and three mem-
bers of the City Council. The

hostesses are eighteen Camp Fire

Girls, average age seventeen ;

members of Towanka, the club of the older Camp
Fire Girls in Reading, Pennsylvania.

There were sixty-five guests at this dinner,

among them the head of the recreation depart-

ment, the president of the school board, the head

of the community chest, and other members of

these organizations, library officials, the editor of

the newspaper, the curator of the museum, repre-

sentatives of service clubs, members of the Camp
Fire Girls Local Council, and representative busi-

ness men and women. These guests not only hon-

ored the occasion with their presence, but with

true community spirit they paid for their own
dinners !

Why were they there? To hear the reports of

the girls who had been making a survey of the

recreational opportunities of the town, and their

recommendations as to what was needed.

The president of the Local Council of Camp
Fire Girls introduced the president of Towanka
and from then on the meeting was in the hands of

the girls. The girl president explained that the

girls had been looking fof the answer to the ques-
tion "What does my community do for me in the

way of recreation?" Six committees had been at

work on schools, playgrounds and recreational

centers, parks, libraries, museums, and special pro-

jects. The chairman of each committee then made
her report. She gave information

about the recreational opportuni-
ties in the area her committee had

investigated, whom they served,

who paid for them, how they were

managed, who had been responsible
for their establishment and de-

velopment. She concluded by point-

ing out needs for further develop-
ment in her particular field.

By C. FRANCES LOOMIS
Editor

Department of Publications

Camp Fire Girls, Inc.

All around the world the

Camp Fire Girls this year are

celebrating their Silver Jubi-

lee. More than two million

girls have followed the trail

to happiness along which the

seven crafts have led them for

the past twenty-five years.

Some facts were brought out

that were new to many of the

people present and the newspaper

editor, feeling that this informa-

tion would be of interest to the

public, asked for copies of the reports, which were

printed as a series of six articles in The Reading
Times.

Each committee felt that there were special

needs in its particular field but the girls all agreed
on one need to present to the mayor on this oc-

casion. This need was for more recreational cen-

ters and they told the mayor where they felt these

were most needed and what schools might be

used. Mayor Stump asked Betty Glaes, the chair-

man of the committee making that report, some

very pertinent questions about how this might be

managed and she gave him thoughtful and practi-

cal answers. Some of the guests thought, because

of Betty's poise and the soundness of her answers,

that these questions had been rehearsed before-

hand, but they were entirely impromptu. Betty

was able to answer the mayor's questions because

she had, with the other girls on her committee,

personally gathered the necessary information and

given the subject careful thought. The mayor
took the reports with him for further consideration

and the girls, of course, will be very proud if

their recommendations bear fruit.

The activity has already borne fruit as far as the

girls and the community are concerned. The

community is better informed about its recrea-

tional opportunities and needs. The girls are not

only better informed but have a

deeper feeling of interest and re-

sponsibility as citizens.

Each committee had an adviser

in its particular field and the girls'

contact with these men and women
in responsible positions was an

enlightening and enriching experi?

ence. Mr. Thomas Lantz, Director

of the Reading Recreation Depart-
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ment, acted as adviser for the whole project and

the girls are most grateful to him for his help and

guidance.

There was another question that the girls were

asking themselves not just what does my com-

munity do for me, but what can I do for my com-

munity? In answer to this they made out a ser-

vice calendar, setting down the ways in which

Camp Fire Girls have been of service to their

communities and suggestions for other ways in

which they could be helpful. They planned and

carried out a service project which, because they

had started out on their undertaking just before

Christmas, took the form of toy collecting and

mending. They asked the Boy Scouts to help

them with this and gave a dance for them

afterwards.

We've sketched the

story of this informal sur-

vey of recreation made by

the Camp Fire Girls in

Reading, but in other

towns all over the country

the girls were doing the

same thing. The same, only

different, because each

group of older girls took

the survey suggestions as

sent them from National

Headquarters and did

what they pleased with

them.

These "older girls" in

Camp Fire are girls who

have been members for several years, who have

enjoyed earning Honors and Ranks, who want to

continue their connection with Camp Fire, and

are particularly interested in service and citizen-

ship. They like projects of their own, and this

one was outlined at the request of the older girls'

groups. We sent it out to all of them to do with

as they wished. Some of the groups did not un-

dertake it because of other activities they were

more interested in at the time, and that was quite

all right because there was no pressure on the

girls to participate. Others went at.it with a will,

each group adapting it to meet their special inter-

ests and local situations. Their reports show vari-

ation in methods and results, though all followed

the general plan of dividing into committees to

gather information and pooling this information

in the final report.

Their findings, of course, are quite different for

Dr. Harry A. Overstreet, commenting on

the reports of community needs made

by the Camp Fire Girls said: "I think

you have hit upon a great idea in these

projects. You are taking the dullness

out of citizenship. These reports all have

a zest to them. The girls enjoyed doing
what they did. They saw with their own

eyes and interpreted with their own
brains, and they had a happy time

doing it. ... I think of no greater ser-

vice to our nation than to get young
people enthusiastic about opening their

eyes and their minds to what their

communities do and need."

different cities. It is interesting to note the needs

they discovered and the recommendations they

made. The Spokane, Washington, girls asked

that the swimming pools closed during the depres-

sion be reopened, and pointed out that a civic audi-

torium where large public meetings could be held

was much needed. The report was made by the

girls at a luncheon meeting of the Chamber of

Commerce attended by two hundred and twenty-

five prominent men and women of Spokane. This

program was broadcast over a local station. In

Sherman, Texas, they also felt the need for a

community house where meetings could be held,

with club rooms, swimming pool, and tennis

courts. This report was made to the Sherman

Civic Club. In Denver, the girls invited people

prominent in the recrea-

tion field to a lunch-

eon meeting. The fathers

of the girls were also

guests. At this meeting the

girls reported that "a park
in the heart of lower

down-town is badly need-

ed for the benefit of the

Negroes and foreigners

living in that section. They
have nowhere to go in

their leisure time and since

that part of town is very

over-crowded it would be

a blessing to have a park."

Those present agreed

strongly with the sugges-
tion and a committee was formed to discuss this

with the board of managers of the city parks.

The same feeling of need for recreational fa-

cilities in underprivileged sections of town was

expressed in the Dallas, Texas, report. "Dallas

has a great need for more schools, a park, and

other places of interest and amusement in this

section where the percentage of juvenile delin-

quency is high. There is a social center there but

it is too small to meet the demands on it and

badly in need of repair." Other recommenda-
tions made were for a library on wheels to ser-

vice the outskirts of town, music 'for the city

orchestra, a new wing for a crowded museum,
more people to supervise recreation in city parks,
field houses for indoor recreation, and housing

equipment.
The reports themselves were very attractively

presented in book form with interestingly deco-
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rated covers and accompanied by photographs,

news clippings, and folders gathered by the vari-

ous committees during the course of the in-

vestigation.

Probably the significant feature of this activity

was that it was carried on entirely by the girls out

of their own interest, without adult pressure but

under the guidance of their chosen adult advisers.

The average age of all the girls taking part in the

project was fifteen and a half.

It is particularly fitting that the girls who have

had experience in Camp Fire should be carrying

out this project this year, the twenty-fifth anni-

versary of the founding of Camp Fire Girls. Dr.

Luther Gulick, leading spirit among the founders

of Camp Fire Girls and our first president, was

a pioneer in the field of recreation and a lasting

influence in its development. He was president of

the National Recreation Association (then the

Playground Association) from 1906 to 1910, and

during those years gave inspirational impetus and

practical guidance to the movement which has ad-

vanced steadily until today our large cities and

many of our smaller towns have parks,

playgrounds and recreation centers.

Most of the recreation centers and

playgrounds that the girls visited in

connection with this project owe their

very existence to the continuing influ-

ence of the Playground Association.

Dr. Gulick believed in practical

training for citizenship through experi-

ence and this philosophy of education

and character building was embodied

in the earliest plans for the Camp Fire

Girls program. .He said: "The sciences

that may be taught in school do not

equip the child with the social attitudes

that are demanded of the adult in a

modern community. She must have

opportunity for experience and respon-

sibility." And that opportunity was

provided for in the community ser-

vice activities included in the first

program.

It is interesting to read in a book

published this year and sponsored by
the Progressive Education Association,

"Youth Serves the Community," state-

ments of today's educators which em-

body the same thought. Dr. William

Kilpatrick says in his introduction :

"We Wish then an education, if pOSSi- Ctmrtesy Atlanta, Ga., Girl Scouts

ble, of old and young together, to help us in the

critical day ahead to bring about a better state of

society in this country of ours. Something posi-

tive must be done. Cooperative community activi-

ties constitute one line of attack." And Dr. Hanna.

the author, says: 'To harness the energy of youth
to the task of progressively improving conditions

of community life that is the supreme challenge
to educational and social statesmanship.''

It is sometimes difficult, however, to find op-

portunities for cooperative community activities.

Dr. Caroline Zachry, speaking at our Executives'

Conference, said that one of the stumbling blocks

in the way of making the social studies vital in

the schools was this difficulty in giving young peo-

ple actual experience in community life. This

project, just completed by the older Camp Fire

Girls, is such an experience in citizenship, carry-

ing forward in 1937 the philosophy of education

incorporated in the Camp Fire Girls program by
Dr. Gulick and his fellow-planners twenty-five

years ago.



Saving ennies

L5T
SUMMER it was

a bat for brother

Billy ;
now it's a

stool for sister Susie !

Such is the life his-

tory of many unique

pieces of equipment and hand-

craft articles made recently in the

workshop of the Houston Recre-

ation Department.

Though at the time no one saw

the value of it, nevertheless the broken baseball

bats returned from the playgrounds were thrown

into a corner of the workshop and saved. It was

a happy ''hunch," for when requisitions for hand

looms on which to make purses, table mats and

other small woven articles began to flood the of-

fices of the Recreation Department "necessity be-

came the mother of invention," according to Mrs.

Fred Browne under whose supervision the miracle

was performed, and old bats suddenly changed
into hand looms!

The wood in baseball bats is carefully selected

for durability and straightness, making it service-

able in the construction of the looms. And so it

was that the same old bat with which little Billy

knocked home runs last summer on the play-

ground became, under the skilled workmanship of

the artisans in the Department's workshop, an

efficient hand loom for sister Susie.

After the workers had discovered the possibili-

ties which the bats offered they began casting
about for other projects in which they might be

used. Long lengths of wood, it was discovered,

were adapted to the making of camp forks, while

shorter lengths worked up nicely for the legs of

little Cinderella stools.

The Cinderella "pick

up" stool is made from a

piece of wood i6y2
" x

You may think they're just worthless old

baseball bats you're throwing away, but

you're really discarding hand looms, forks

for camp, and legs for Cinderella stools!

By ZORA JOY GIFFORD
Recreation Department

Houston, Texas

" x iy2
" and an old

worn, but not broken, bat

or parts of two bats. The

large piece of wood is

cut in the shape indicated

in the diagram to form

the seat. The small tab is

the "pick up" handle. The
bat is cut into three
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Old baseball bats have a part in the con-

struction of Cinderella "pick up" stools

pieces of equal length

which are whittled

or turned on a lathe

until they are 2 in-

ches in diameter.

Three holes i inch

in diameter are bored at a slight

angle through the seat and are so

placed that they are equally dis-

tant from each other. One end

of each leg piece is then cut as in

the diagram. The peg is 1^4 inches high and I

inch in diameter and just fits into the holes bored

into the seat. The legs are glued or nailed into the

holes, and the stool is sandpapered, stained and

waxed.

And More Followed

Out of the same workshop which turned out

these novel looms, stools and forks have come

many other interesting articles. Game boards for

checkers, Chinese chess and many other table

games, puzzles, box hockey equipment, hat racks

for community centers, file cases, attractive pos-

ters, and even novel musical instruments pour out

in an unending stream. It has become almost

axiomatic for the playground director, not pos-

sessing a piece of equipment he needs, to ask if

it can't be made in the workshop. A very good

example was the recent need for small block-

printing presses with which to print the blocks

used in the annual report. A pattern was brought

in and very shortly thereafter three little presses

modeled after it were busily hammering away at

the annual report.

For pieces too large to be cut from baseball bats,

especially large flat pieces,

the workshop carpenters

have resorted in most

cases to prune boxes,
orange crates and scraps

of lumber discarded from

larger pieces of con-

struction.

Utilizing scrap mate-

rial found around the

workshop, Mr. Charles

Corbin, who has had con-

siderable training and ex-
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perience in constructing and repairing musical in-

struments, deftly creates banjos, mandolins, uku-

leles, guitars and even one-stringed Japanese fid-

dles. The only parts of the instruments not made

in the workshop are the strings. In addition to

these instruments, which were made at small cost,

Mr. Corbin has repaired ukuleles, violins, victro-

las and pianos which have been given to the de-

partment, making possible music clubs which

might not otherwise have come into being.

Something Else for Nothing!

Another example of ''something made of

nothing'' is the

equipment in the

pottery shop built

by Mr. S. J. Hart.

The kiln is of bee-

hive style with a

down draft which

burns gas and is

one of the few
kilns in the vicin-

ity of Houston. It

was built of bricks

taken from an old

building which

was being disman-

tled. The three

kick wheels used

in the pottery shop
were assembled
from pieces of old

automobiles

wheels, cranks,
bolts and nuts.

The pottery shop
has filled a very \

important and interesting place in the program of

the Recreation Department, making it possible for

housewives, art students, teachers and others to

create and have beautiful pieces of handmade

pottery.

The following figures show the cost of building
the kiln and kick wheels :

Second-hand fire brick for kiln $15.00
Lime and clay, approximately 4.65

Homemade 'burner and valve 5.00

Asbestos 11.10

Pipe and damps 13.60

Welding three kick wheels, bolts and nuts, bending
and welding axle 10.50

Total cost of materials, kiln and three wheels. . .$59.85

In common pottery, Mr. Hart, creator of the

kiln, points out, there are two kinds of clay : fat

clay, which is sticky and plastic, with a high

shrinkage which may be reduced by mixing with

clean white sand, and open clay, which is sandy
and in some cases has to be mixed with fat clay to

make it plastic enough to^ work easily.

To mix clay, water should be added until it is

about as thick as cream. Mix with the hands and

break up all lumps. Then strain through a fine

cloth to remove any gravel or lime rock, as glaze

will not stick to lime rock and in damp weather

the rock will expand and crack the glaze. Pour

A glimpse at the contents of the workshop shows how
varied are the articles made from waste materials

clay into a heavy canvas bag and put through a

press if one is available. If not, pour the liquid

clay onto a table and let it stand until it is dry

enough to use. If an old electric coffee grinder

can be secured, clay may be dried as it comes from

the ground by grinding it. It can be ground as

finely as necessary, then mixed with water to the

right working condition. By this method the lime

becomes so fine that it gives no trouble.

Pottery should be dried in a closed room. Don't

dry it in the sun, in wind or direct draft. Drying,

near a stove will cause uneven shrinkage, crack-

ing or warping. Don't try to rush the drying pro-

(Continued on page 51)



'People Laughed"

r^EOPLK LAUGHKD that evening for the first

Y^ time."

This remark was repeated many times as

the Public Recreation Commission of Cincinnati.

Ohio, swung into action at forty-two refugee cen-

ters during the recent flood disaster.

Emergency Recreation in Cincinnati

The Recreation Commission was designated by

Disaster Administrator Dykstra as the official

agency in charge of recreation activities for flood

refugees after its services had been requested by

Mrs. Ella Brown, Executive Director of the Cin-

cinnati and Hamilton County Chapter of the

American Red Cross. Robert E. Coady, the Com-

mission's Supervisor of Playgrounds, was put in

charge of the emergency program and with the

assistance of other members of the supervisory

staff of the Commission he accomplished an out-

standing piece of work. As the Commission had

no funds with which to employ leaders, nearly all

of the workers were selected from the WPA and

NYA workers normally working with the Com-
mission. These leaders had already been given a

limited amount of training through the federal

agencies and the Recreation Commission and had

gained experience in working under the super-

vision of the regular staff for periods ranging
from a few weeks to several years. In addition to

these workers there were many volunteers and a

number of school teachers who offered their ser-

vices through the Cincinnati Teachers' Association.

The Program. A recre-

ation program was pro-

vided at each center for

all ages, creeds and races,

and activities were con-

ducted from 8 :oo A. M.

to 8:00 P. M. or later.

Here at the centers were

thousands of people held

in the grip of despair.

Their need for food and

clothing had been met.

Behind them were days
and days of anxiety;
ahead of them were many
days of confinement at

the refugee stations
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Recreation has come to be recognized as a

necessity in normal times one of the essential

municipal services along with Education, Public

Health and other governmental functions.

What of recreation in times of such disaster

as we have just suffered? Does it measure up?
During the recent floods recreation depart-

ments performed outstanding service in helping
to maintain morale, to bring laughter to many
who thought they had forgotten how to smile.

It is impossible to present in this brief article

any adequate picture of the part played by
recreation departments and similar groups, but
we are happy to give our readers a few of the

highlights from reports which have come to us.

Recreation workers everywhere may be very
proud of the valiant service performed by mem-
bers of their profession in the flood areas.

days of inactivity days and nights of worry over

lost possessions, of bewilderment and uncertainty

about the future. Obviously a recreation program

which would divert the attention of adults to

games, dancing or music would give them emo-

tional release. Equally important was a program

of play for children.

Through the WPA Federal Art Project, which

had been working closely with the Public Recrea-

tion Commission, the services of orchestral, dra-

matic and vaudeville units were secured to give

programs at the refugee centers. In the larger

centers entertainments were given three times a

day, at medium sized ones, twice a day, and at the

smaller ones, once a day. At Stowe and Wash-

burn, for example, where at the beginning of the

disaster more than 2,000 people were quartered, a

a symphony concert was arranged in the morning,

a vaudeville entertainment in the afternoon, and a

dance or movie at night.

There was an excellent response from volun-

teers for the entertainment program. The movie

operator at a local theater, having read in the

papers of the entertainment program, offered his

personal talking machine equipment and for more

than a week gave two or three shows daily. Learn-

ing of his offer, other movie operators volunteer-

ed until there were five outfits visiting the stations.

These entertaining units in some instances worked

continuously from one o'clock in the afternoon

until nine at night. Every unit volunteered to

work as often as their services were needed.

Between Friday, Jan-

uary 1 5th and Monday,

February I5th, engage-
ments involving 68 vau-

deville entertainments, 23
concerts by the symphony
orchestra, 15 concerts by
the band, and 87 by the

dance orchestra, had been

filled. Approximately 63

moving picture perform-
ances were given and
there were 18 perform-
ances of a miscellaneous

nature by magicians, in-

strumental trios and
other groups.
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At most of the centers the recreation leaders

gave a great deal of attention to helping the flood

refugees provide their own entertainment. There

were spelling bees, tap dancing contests, checker

tournaments, and choruses recruited from refu-

gees. At the Stowe School refugee center several

choral and entertainment troupes were organized

to go to other refugee centers to put on programs.

On pleasant days athletic games were arranged

out of doors on the school grounds or playgrounds

adjoining the centers. When the weather permit-

ted children were taken for hikes.

At some schools the workers necessarily faced

the problem of lack of adequate yard space and

indoor recreation facilities. In one center where

there was no gymnasium and no suitable space

available, the recreation program had to be car-

ried on in a portion of one of the halls and in a

play room no larger than an ordinary classroom.

Even there, however, the resourcefulness of the

recreation leader in charge was equal to the situa-

tion. Athletic games were worked out on the

basis of modified rules, and the small school yard

was used for the type of games that can be played

in a small space.

As a sample of the recreation program in opera-

tion at the refugee centers, the following outline

of activities at Washburn School is offered :

KINDERGARTEN

Regular kindergarten activities lunches at noon

GIRLS 8-12 YEARS (Room No. 25)

Jacks Assorted quiet games
Rope Lotto
Checkers Puzzles
Handcraft Kickball

BOYS 8-12 YEARS (Room No. 26)

Dominoes Puzzles

Checkers Reading
Paddle tennis Active group games
Boxing Assorted quiet games

GIRLS 13-17 YEARS (Play Room and No. 27)

Kickball Assorted quiet games
Handcraft

BOYS 13-17 YEARS (Gymnasium)
Basketball Boxing
Volleyball Group games

ADULTS (Room No. 1)

Cards Checkers
Dominoes Reading

READING ROOM (Room No. 23)

Books Puzzles

Magazines Story-telling
Pictures 41 letters written to relatives

SPECIAL ENTERTAINMENT (Auditorium)
Movies Band
Orchestra Vaudeville

HALL PATROL

(A man was assigned to each hall to keep the group
moving, directing the people to the proper rooms)

NATURE STUDY

SUNDAY SERVICES

Four Sunday School services

Two worship services

One song service

Property Damage. Tarn Deering, Superintendent

of Recreation, in his report on the emergency ser-

vice has stated that twenty-three of the commis-

sion's properties were under water during the

flood, the total area approximating 400 acres.

While considerable damage was done to the com-

mission's buildings and grounds, the losses were

slight in comparison to those sustained by private

citizens having business properties or homes in

the flood area. The only recreation building which

was very seriously damaged was the West End

building which had not been constructed as a rec-

reation building but was a temporary wooden

structure which had been made over for use as a

shelter with beaver board used for partitions.

The vigilance of the commission's workers by

day and night was responsible for the limited

damage done. At one building, which was the

concentration point for supplies, in spite of the

fact that there was a yard full of material, so

diligent and alert were the employees that even

piles of sand and gravel were not lost, and prac-

tically nothing was permitted to float away. All

perishable articles were moved to the upper stories

of the building.

Similar care protected the furnishings and prop-

erties at the C and O grounds where it was neces-

sary to move all of the supplies, equipment and

furnishings from the first floors of the main build-

ings and temporary buildings. While the flood

waters moved swiftly into the colony buildings

holding the various exhibits and the branch of the

natural museum at the C and O grounds, nothing

was injured. Truck loads of valuable specimens

and show cases were moved. The commission

would have sustained very heavy losses at this lo-

cation had it not been for the extraordinary ac-

tivity of the employees.

Louisville Rallies Its Recreational Forces

Louisville, Kentucky, hard hit as was Cincin-

nati by the flood, immediately rallied its recrea-

tional forces, and workers of the Recreation Di-

vision of the Park Department under the leader-

ship of Walter R. H. Sherman, Superintendent

of Recreation, worked unceasingly day and night.-

When it became evident that the regular recrea-

tion program could not continue all the workers
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were asked to report at the welfare office to aid

in flood relief activities. Their knowledge of the

city, their experience in handling large groups
massed in centers, their ability to organize, made
them invaluable workers at tasks ranging from

typing to rowing boats, from cooking to organiz-

ing relief centers. All members of the Negro
staff and a majority of the white staff were them-

selves refugees, separated from their families and

in many instances unable to communicate with

them. Without proper clothing for the work they

were called on to do and under great mental strain,

these workers carried on in a spirit of cheer and

good will. "All of the men on my staff working
with me," writes Mr. Sherman, "did not change
their clothing for eight days, working without

sleep until they were exhausted."

During the flood period, while helping with the

relief program, the Division of Recreation work-

ers conducted recreation programs which did

much to improve the morale of the refugees.

Typical of them all is the program conducted at

one of the schools used as a relief station.

CHILDREN UNDKR TWELVE
Dramatics (story play) Singing
Active games Story hour

Quiet games Nursery school

Handicraft (cut paper (held each day from
work, valentines, paper 10:00 to 1 :00)

circus)

CHILDREN OVER TWKLVK
Dramatics (stunts) Hikes
Punch ball Mass games
Basketball Quiet games
Touch football Singing
Baseball Handicraft (weaving, spatter

Tumbling work, silhouettes, etc.)
Game room Social dancing

(At the request of some of the older boys and girls a

Refugee Club was formed to sponsor dances or "socials"

as they called them.)

ADULTS

Game room (cards and games collected by Boy Scouts
in community)

Reading room (books and magazines collected by
Scouts )

Religious services (conducted each evening by semi-

nary students)

Spiritual singing

Weaving (mothers)

Daily staff meetings were held when the program was

planned by the staff. Any suggestions from the people
were followed. The following is a detailed program con-
ducted daily :

8:00-10:00 Breakfast
10:00- 3:00 Supervised recreation program
3:00- 5:00 Supper

5 :30 Story hour (conducted by volunteer

workers)
7 :00 Religious services (conducted by seminary

students)
8 :00 Singing of spirituals (led by Mr. Paul Bar-

hour of Simmons University who was a

refugee )

At no fewer than twelve centers programs were

conducted consisting of singing, quiet games,

stunts, impromptu entertainment and social rec-

reation. At seven of the centers members of the

staff not only conducted recreation but directed

and supervised all phases of relief work.

In Other Cities

At Evansville, Indiana, the City Recreation De-

partment and the WPA Recreation Project joined

forces to supply recreation equipment, leadership

and entertainment. At the refugee station or-

ganized by the Red Cross entertainment programs

consisted of concerts by WPA bands and orches-

tras, minstrel shows, community sings, skating

exhibition, movies provided by the Y. M. C A.,

puppet and marionette shows, clown acts, music

and dance numbers furnished by the refugees

themselves. A typical daily program follows :

9 :00-10 :30 A. M. Active games
10:00-11 :30 A. M. Outdoor games
11 :30-12 :30 P. M. Noon meal
12 :30- 1 :00 p. M. Free play
1 :00- 1 :30 p. M. Outdoor walks
1 :30- 2:30 P. M. Quiet games and handcraft

2 :30- 4 :00 P. M. Active games
4:00- 4:30 P. M. Story-telling
4 :30- 5 :00 r. M. Free play
5 :00- 6 :00 P. M. Evening meal
6:00- 7:00 P.M. Games for small children

7:00- 9:30p..M. Night program consisting of the

following :

7 :00- 7 :30 P. M. Old time dance music
7 :30- 8 :30 P. M. Magicians, tap dancers, clowns, etc.

8:30- 8 :50i'. M. Moving pictures
8:50-10 :00 P. M. Dancing- music furnished by dance

orchestra

Most ingenious use was made of the material

available. As yarn was easily obtainable in Evans-

ville, honeycomb mats were made in quantities,

and new classes were formed to continue instruc-

tion. The Recreation Department was quick to

salvage damaged material for the use of the hand-

craft program. Pianos, radios and discarded fur-

niture were collected, and screws, wires and all

parts for which any possible use could be imagined
were saved and new projects devised for their use.

Recreation departments in cities outside the

flood areas did their part. When 2,000 refugees

were sent to Lexington, Kentucky, to be housed

in churches of the city, the local recreation de-

partment immediately set up programs. In Cen-

tralia, Illinois, the director of recreation had sup-

plies on hand and an organization set up before

the call came, and 200 refugees housed at the com-

munity center were provided with a recreation

program. The Chicago Park District collected a

(Continued on page 52)



Theodore Wirth

Pioneer in Park Planning

"The story of Theodore Wirth is the story

of American progress. He is a pioneer who
has lived to see the fruits of his work."

By JAMES F. KIELEY
Washington, D. C.

FORTUNATE

INDEED is the individual who finds

his calling, and no less fortunate is the field

to which he makes the contribution of a

life's work. ,

For Theodore Wirth, who retired on November

3> T 935> after serving for thirty years as general

superintendent of parks of Minneapolis, Minne-

sota, the choosing of a career presented no diffi-

culties. From the time he was old enough to ap-

preciate the exhibits in a florist's shop opposite
the "home of his parents in Winterthur, Switzer-

land, he knew that horticulture was his vocation.

It was no accident, then, that Theodore Wirth

became an international figure in the field of park

planning and development. He is a planner who
has planned his own life as he has planned his

park projects. His career constitutes one of the

most important contributions made by any in-

dividual to the cause of public recreation.

When Mr. Wirth reached the age of seventy-

two, his retirement from public service became

mandatory. But the City of Minneapolis refused

to bid farewell to the man to whom it owes its

splendid park system. Mr. Wirth, by action of the

Board of Park Commissioners, continues to act

as superintendent emeritus without fixed salary,

duties or responsibilities, but with certain privi-

leges in return for his consultation and guidance.
When he gave up his office he left with the Com-
missioners a comprehensive report on a metropoli-
tan park system for Minneapolis which he had

conceived and planned. In this report he placed

emphasis on the need for recreational areas and

facilities near large centers of population.

His Early Life

Theodore Wirth was born on November 30,

1863, in Winterthur, Switzerland, the son of Con-
rad Wirth, a school teacher. As a school bov he

showed marked leaning towards horticulture, and

spent most of his leisure in the greenhouses and

gardens of his florist neighbor. As soon as he had

finished his high school course he became an ap-

prentice in the establishment of Stahel Brothers,

nurserymen, florists, and landscape gardeners, at

Flawil, St. Gall, one of the leading horticultural

firms in Switzerland. After his apprenticeship of

three years, he took a special course in engineer-

ing at The Technicum in Winterthur. This made
him a professional gardener.

One of Mr. Wirth's first jobs was in 1883, in

the landscape department of the National Exhibi-

tion in Zurich where he assisted in the laying out

and maintenance of the exhibition grounds. Next,
he went to London, England, where he was em-

ployed for two years by a grower and florist. His

work for this firm in arranging windowbox deco-

rations for private residences in all parts of the

city took him daily to the Covent Garden flower

market. After working for a few months in the

orchid houses of Sanders & Company, St. Albans,

he went to Paris in 1 886 and was employed in the

Jardins des Plantes and later with a commercial

establishment. He returned to Switzerland to

take a position on a large private 'estate near

Constance, and in the winter of 1887-1888 entered

the service of the City Gardener of Zurich in

order to be able to attend night school in that city.

Mr. Wirth had decided to go to America, and his

night school studies were courses in English.

In April, 1888, Mr. Wirth landed in New York.

In order to establish himself in the New World
he worked for a short time for a private gardener
in Morristown, New Jersey. He had been

promised a position in Central Park, New York

City, and while waiting for this job to become
available he worked for a rose grower in South

Orange, New Jersey. By summer his New York

35
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municipal position became a reality, and he work-

ed in the New York Park Department green-

houses, and with the planting and forestry crews

for a year. His leisure, as before, was devoted to

study, for by this time he had decided to specialize

in the branch of landscape gardening. Aided by
his knowledge of engineering, and assisted by
Sam Parsons, superintendent of parks ;

and J. F.

Huss, general foreman of construction, he ad-

vanced rapidly in the department. During the con-

struction of Morningside Park he was promoted
to the position of foreman.

Politics upset Mr. Wirth's career in the New
York Park Department when, with a change of

administration, he was retired from the service

with hundreds of other employees. With Mr.

Parsons' recommendation

he obtained commissions

for the improvement of

several private estates on

Long Island, in Connecti-

cut, and along the Hudson

River, and later found em-

ployment with the State of

New York at Niagara

State Reservation. It was

during his stay on Long
Island that Mr. Wirth be-

came acquainted with F.

H. Mense, former super-

intendent of Danas Island

and the Perkins Estate at

Glen Cove. In June, 1895,

he married his friend's

daughter, Miss Leonie A.

Mense.

His Work in Hartford

Mr. Wirth's first big opportunity came with his

appointment, in the spring of 1896, as superin-

tendent of parks of Hartford, Connecticut. A
new park commission had just been organized and

the constructive period of the city's park system

had just begun. Here was the chance, then, that

Theodore Wirth had planned and studied for

the chance to build a park system. Taking plans

provided by Olmsted and Elliot, the architects for

the Commission, he completed the job in ten

years. Elizabeth Park, one of Hartford's favorite

recreation areas, came into the system subsequent
to the drafting of the original plans, and Mr.

Wirth himself designed and established that park.

One of its outstanding features is the Rose Gar-

"For his farsightedness as revealed in the

conception of his plan and the expression
of his ideas; for his ability as a designer
and an efficient administrator; for his

consideration of the most effective use of

park properties for all of the people, Mr.

Wirth has always been held in the great-
est admiration by this Board. He has

been an ideal public servant but be-

yond this, individual members of the

Board take the greatest pleasure in ac-

claiming the characteristics of the man.

Enduring friendships and sincere love and

esteem are bound to result from frequent
association with him, as evidenced by
our co-partnership in building the park

system." The Park Board of Minne-

apolis in its testimonial to Mr. Wirth.

den which has won national recognition as one of

the finest gardens of its kind. The idea of es-

tablishing turf walks in the garden was also con-

ceived by Mr. Wirth.

The Hartford chapter of Mr. Wirth's career

established his reputation. In 1905 he received an

invitation from the Park Commission of Minne-

apolis to look over the park system of that city

and to consider acceptance of the superintendency.

On to Minneapolis !

As with many a man at a crossroads in his

career, it was not easy for Mr. Wirth to make a

decision on that offer. He explained to his Board

shortly before his retirement: "When, in 1905,

Air. C. M. Loring invited me to pay him a visit to

consider the acceptance of

my present position, I was

at first disinclined to accept.

It rained every day during

my stay and everything

looked uninviting except

the people whom I met,

who were very kind to me.

When I left here, I had in

mind to reject the position

offered, but on my long

journey home, however, I

constantly saw before me
those lakes, the river gorge,

Minnehaha Creek, the falls

and glen, and the many
other natural attractions

and the possibilities for

their betterment in the

public service, new acqui-

sitions, new creations, work among friendly peo-

ple for a well-organized, non-political Board of

Park Commissioners. By the time I reached home

I had gained a strong desire to accept not that

I did not have a host of friends in dear and beau-

tiful Hartford; not because I hadn't a splendid

Board of Park Commissioners to work with. Not

these for Hartford, the birthplace of my chil-

dren, is still very dear to me. It was the oppor-

tunity for new work that attracted me chiefly, the

Hartford Park System having been practically

completed during my ten years of service."

And so Theodore Wirth became superintendent

of parks in Minneapolis early in 1906. For

twenty-three years previous to that time the Park

Board had been laying the foundations of the park

system and had acquired approximately 1,800
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acres of land, although few improvements had

been accomplished. The need for park facilities

was pressing in the growing city, and the Board

realized that a full program of work must be

pressed forward at once. Mr. Wirth undertook

that job and developed a park system of 5,200

acres which included enlargement of Glenwood

Park from 60 to more than 680 acres, with es-

tablishment of the nursery in the park and con-

struction of Glenwood Parkway ; the acquisition

of Camden Park and its improvement as a highly-

developed recreational area
;
the converting of the

old King's Farm into Lyndale Farmstead with its

central warehouse, its well-appointed storage fa-

cilities, workshops, and greenhouses ; the acquisi-

tion and improvement of The Gateway as an ar-

tistic entrance to the city ;

the development of The

Parade into a centrally-

located, city-wide athletic

field
; the establishment of

the Rose Garden, lilacs,

peonies, perennial border,

and rock garden at Lyn-
dale Park to form the sev-

eral units of a horticultural

exhibit; the Chain of

Lakes, comprising Lake

Calhoun, Lake of the Isles,

and Cedar Lake; the ac-

quisition and improvement
of Victory Memorial
Drive and St. Anthony
Boulevard

; the paving and

developing of Minnehaha

Parkway; the -acquisition

and transformation of the

swamplands of Lake Amelia and Rice Lake into

the attractive and useful Lake Nokomis-Hiawatha
Park area

; the improvement of Powderhorn Lake

Park ; acquisition and construction of Armour,

Meadowbrook, and Lake Hiawatha golf courses,

and the establishment of a host of neighborhood

parks and playgrounds, giving Minneapolis an en-

viable playground system. Another achievement

during Mr. Wirth's administration was the acqui-
sition and improvement of the Municipal Airport
and the development of this field into one of the

outstanding airports of the country.

Parks Are for the People
Mr. Wirth's philosophy of park use has been

that the parks are for the people. Under his direc-

"There is enough glory, satisfaction and

happiness in what has been accomplished
in the building up of the city's park and

recreation system since the creation of

the Park Commission 52 years ago to

bring pride to the heart of every citizen.

To the continuity of the service and the

never-faltering policy of faithful, diligent

foresight and economical administration

of your Honorable Board is due the con-

stant, steady and healthy growth to what

we now have in our park system. . . .

Your kindness and confidence in me have

been an inspiration and constant encour-

agement in my endeavors and in my work.

It seems as though it were but a few

years since I came and I am so thank-

ful that I did come." Mr. Wirth, in his

reply to the tribute of the Park Board.

tion of the system "keep off the grass'' signs dis-

appeared from Minneapolis parks, and he intro-

duced playgrounds and other features of park utili-

ties suitable for the intensive use to which mu-

nicipal park systems must be put. Horticultural

advancement in park work has been one of his

chief aims.

One of the most important principles to which

Mr. Wirth has adhered in his park administrative

work is that the expense of facilities for any

special interest, such as golf, together with the

cost of operation and maintenance, should be met

by those who participate in these specialized forms

of recreation. He also insisted that no service in

parks should be conducted for private gain, and

remained opposed to concessions in parks. He
advocated that refectories,

boat, and other revenue-

producing facilities be

operated by the Park De-

partment in the interest of

the public.

A pioneer in many
phases of planning, Mr.

Wirth was one of the first

to advocate beauty along

highways. He never ceas-

ed to emphasize the im-

portance of roadside im-

provement from the stand-

point of appearance.

Honors Conferred

Mr. Wirth brought fame

to himself as well as to

Minneapolis through his

park work, and he has re-

ceived highest honors as a park planner and execu-

tive. He was a charter member and has long been a

prominent and untiring worker of the American
Institute of Park Executives and the American

Park Society, of which he served twice as presi-

dent and for a number of years as treasurer. At

the 1934 convention of the institute he was elected

to honorary membership. The Twin City Flor-

ists' and Gardeners' Club and the Minnesota State

Florists' Association were organized largely

through the efforts of Mr. Wirth, and he was the

first president of the latter organization. His in-

terest in flower shows never lagged, and in 1913
the Society of American Florists and Ornamental

Horticulturists, of which he was vice-president,

(Continued on page 52)



Bead Craft as a Playground Activity

WOODEN
HEAD projects have .proved a fascinat-

ing leisure time activity in our city. Chil-

dren, men and women are all interested in

making purses, belts, collars, bracelets, pins, but-

tons and head bands. In the varied types of bead

work offered weaving, knitting, crocheting, em-

broidery on canvas, porcelain bead mats, and many
articles which may be made with wooden beads

there are projects to suit all tastes.

Wooden Beads. Wooden beads are imported
and are made of hard wood. They come in many
shapes round, square, oval and flat, and in prac-

tically any color. They are finished so that they

do not fade or rub or!. Many useful and desirable

articles may be made from them, and the art of

jnitting the beads together can be mastered after a

few minutes of practice. This craft may easily

turn out to be your chief hobby or favorite pas-

time. Your own patterns and designs can be

worked out on paper and colored with crayons so

that you may see exactly how the finished product
will look.

A bead loom, which the children can make out

of a cigar box, may be used for weaving belts.

Head mats are a popular project and they may be

made in many different shapes hexagonal, round,

square or scalloped. Any cross stitch design may
be worked out in beads ;

baskets of flowers in

cross stitch

By MAURINE E. MADER
Assistant

Playground and Recreation Commission

Springfield, Illinois

may be purchased in the same way. P>ead work

may be as expensive or inexpensive as one wishes,

depending on the article to be made and the va-

riety of beads used. Bracelets may be made for

as little as five cents, while belts cost from fifteen

cents up, depending on the length desired. Purses

for children may be made for forty-five cents up.

While beads may be purchased for the individual

projects, they may also be bought in lots of a

thousand. After the participant has made some of

the articles it is a little less expensive to buy in

bulk, for it is possible to find at home materials

suitable for lining purses or for use in connection

with other articles to be made. We have found it

desirable to sell the beads in lots of not less than

u hundred though they may be secured in strings

of fifty.

We use a waxed linen button and carpet thread

which may be purchased at any notion department.

We have had no trouble with thread breaking;

we do, however, double

are especially

well adapted
for mat con-

struction.

Equipment.

Bead outfits

may be pur-

chased ac-

cording to the

project to be

made. Kits

are made up

including
beads, design,

thread, nee-

dles, lining
and zipper for

purses. Equip-
ment for mats

A few of the articles which have been produced
in Springfield, Illinois, by the use of beads more bodv.

Our Experi-
ence in Spring-

field

We started

bead work as

a playground

project. It was

an experiment
with us and
we wondered

just how val-

uable a hand-

craft project
it would be.

We estimated

the approxi-

(Continued on

page 52)



ry PJI ks iut<l Recreation

The Problem of

Nature Vandals

ALONG with the new

advance in nature rec-

reation goes liability,

Dr. William G. Vinal

has pointed out. A further word of warning

comes from a museum director: "I can but feel

that all this sending of the general public into the

country works havoc with the wild life. . . . The

'clearing up and improving' of the wilderness and

the establishment of recreation centers spell the

end of natural conditions. . . . The 'general public'

cannot be educated to appreciate the wilderness

and are for the -most part vandals."

regulation ball diamonds, volley ball courts, hand-

ball courts, shuffleboard, horseshoe, basketball and

hard surfaced tennis courts will be built.

Cleveland Museum's
Out-of-Door Program

THE Museum of Nat-

ural History of Cleve-

land, Ohio, has de-

veloped a program of

out-of-door recreation work, including nature and

wild flower trails, trailside museums, out-of-door

lectures, bird walks, conducted trips in the parks
for school classes and other groups, and field work
for a university summer class.

Camping in Indian

Atmosphere

COLUMBUS, Ohio,

is to have a new
$50,000 camp for chil-

dren, the contribution

of FERA and WPA. The camp was used last

summer for four weeks though it had not been

completed. Children from the various playgrounds
between the ages of nine and sixteen spent a few

days in camp at the very nominal fee of 50 cents

a day which included transportation to and from

the camp grounds. As the camp is located in the

territory of the old Wyandotte Indians, Indian

lore was very much a part of the program. The

camp will consist of twelve new bunk houses, a

director's cottage, a new recreation hall and a

mess hall. The athletic field will be graded and

Their Very Own
Club Room !

THE average boys'

club in school build-

ings or community
centers has a place

equipped for its special activities and thereby has

an excellent start toward its club program. There

are still clubs, however, which must initiate their

activities in a school basement room with nothing

to work with but four walls, and these walls and

the ceiling are close together ! This was true of a

club conducted by the Lancaster, Pennsylvania,
Recreation and Playground Association. But this

did not daunt the boys. Using candles for illumi-

nation, they helped wire the room, then made
homemade screens for the windows and back-

stops for basketball. With the help of a few bor-

rowed tools and packing boxes collected from the
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GROUP WORK INSTITUTE
May 3 1 June 19, 1937

Western Reserve University
A three weeks institute for experienced professional

group workers including credit courses in Principles
of Group Work, Supervision of Group Work, Work
with Individuals in Groups, The Use of the Skills

(dramatics, crafts, music).

A bachelor's degree from a college of approved
standing is required for admission.

For information address

SCHOOL OF APPLIED SOCIAL SCIENCES

Western Reserve University

CLEVELAND. OHIO

neighborhood stores, magazine racks and work

benches were constructed. The same packing

boxes furnished material for a bird house project.

The club now has facilities for wood work of a

simple nature, whittling and coping saw projects,

basketball, ping pong, shuffleboard, harmonica

classes, shu-quoi, wrestling and boxing. It also

has a group of officers and conducts a short busi-

ness meeting previous to the program of activities.

The fact that the boys were obliged to make most

of their equipment before using it was no draw-

back. The club room is their room didn't they

help to equip it?

The Lancaster Hiking Club A program
which may be suggestive for other hiking clubs

was that held in December 1936 by the Lancaster,

Pennsylvania, Hiking Club. It consisted of an

address on the subject, "The Horseshoe Trail," a

talk by the curator of F. and M. College, who was

the first leader of the club's Saturday hikes, and

the showing of moving pictures of scenes along

the horseshoe trail. These pictures showed local

hikes taken during the past eight years by G. D.

Brandon, Director of the Recreation and Play-

ground Association. Under his auspices the club

has been developed.

A Practical Gift Word has been received

from Willis H. Edmund, Director of Recreation,

Akron, Ohio, that the Recreation Commission has

received from the Board of Trustees of Akron

University for use in connection with its outdoor

program the complete flood lighting system of the

University stadium. This gift will make it pos-

sible for the Recreation Commission to enlarge

its program materially.

Moscow Plans for the Future The Moscow

Planning Commission has evolved a ten year plan,

according to the December, 1936 issue of The

Architectural Record, whereby the incorporated

area of the city has been expanded from 2,850,000

to 6,000,000 acres, chiefly to the southwest where

the country is high and rolling. Beyond the city

limits an immense circular belt of forest and park

land is being developed. Under the existing plan,

a completely integrated system of arterial high-

ways, both radial and concentric, will be built.

Intimately connected with the development of the

street pattern is that of parks and waterways.

The boulevards which radiate in all directions

from the city's heart are also parkways which,

broadening as they approach the city limits, direct-

ly link the peripheral parks to the city proper.

The margins of Moscow River and the numerous

canals and lakes are also being developed as park-

ways upon which a great deal of the city's new

housing will front.

WPA Recreation Projects in Chicago
Dr. Philip L. Seman, Chairman of the Chicago,

Illinois, Recreation Commission, has announced

the consolidation of all WPA recreation projects

in Chicago into one city-wide project under the

sponsorship of the Chicago Recreation Commis-

sion. This new project involves some 4,000 work-

ers and a sum of money totaling $2,000,000 or

more. Wilfred S. Reynolds, director of the Coun-

cil of Social Agencies, was appointed by Dr. Se-

man to serve as chairman of a committee of the

Commission which will handle the Commission's

sponsorship duties and act as its representative.

This committee will also be advisory to other pub-

lic and private groups and agencies seeking fed-

eral aid for recreation. Other members of this

committee are V. K. Brown, Chief of Recreation,

Chicago Park District
;
Walter Wright, Superin-

tendent, Bureau of Parks, Recreation and Avia-

tion ;
Dr. William H. Johnson, Superintendent of

Schools; Miss Agnes Nestor, President of the

Women's Trade Union League, and Dr. Anthony

J. Todd of Northwestern University. A number

of other committees have been appointed by Dr.

Seman to serve in an advisory capacity to the in-

dividual agencies, both public and private, spon-

soring certain of the projects.

The Cost of Crime J. Edgar Hoover of the

Federal Bureau of Investigation states that crime

is costing America at least $15,000,000,000 a year
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or an equivalent of $120 per capita. He has also

made the statement that Milwaukee has only one-

fifth as much crime as any city of equal size in

America. Mayor Hoan asserts that if this is true

Milwaukee, with a population of 600,000 persons,

is saving society $96 per resident or $57,000,000

annually. He has also made the statement that

the credit for this saving is due to the leisure time

program carried on in the parks and social centers

of Milwaukee.

Happiness in Service Lord Baden-Powell,

founder of the Boy Scout movement, on his

eightieth birthday sent the following message to

the Boy Scouts of the world : "Eighty years may
seem to you a long time, but I can't remember a

time when I wasn't busy, and as long as you are

busy you can't help being cheerful. If you ever

find yourself without something to do, remember

there are always lots of people wanting help, old

people or infirm and poor people who would be

only too glad of a helping hand. However poor
or small you may be you can always find someone

worse off than yourself, ill or old or crippled. If

you go and help them and cheer them up a funny

thing happens. You find that by making others

happy you are making yourself all the happier,

too.

"I want you to have as long and jolly a life as

I have had. You can get it if you keep yourself

health}- and helpful to others. I will tell you my
secret for this: I have always tried to carry out

the Scout promise and the Scout law in all that I

do. If you do that you will make a success of

your life and will have a very happy time even if

you live to eighty."

Meetings of the Women's Division, N.A.A.F.

The Women's Division of the National Ama-
teur Athletic Federation has planned a number of

meetings which will be of interest to recreation

workers.

On April 2ist the annual meeting of the Di-

vision will be held from 9 :oo to 12 :oo in the Gar-

den Room of the Hotel Martinique, New York

City. The theme of the meeting will be "Athletics

As a Social Force," and there will be two main

addresses "Rural Problems in Recreational Ac-

tivities," by Ella Gardner, United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, and "Socializing Sports in

the City," by Mark McCloskey, NYA Director,

New York City. This meeting will be followed

at 12:30 by the fourteenth birthday luncheon. A

Nationally

nown
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IOHN AND FINDLAY STS., CINCINNATI, OHIO

number of speakers will talk on the subject, "Our

Theme in Relation to the Community and Girls

Out of School." It is suggested that anyone de-

siring to attend this luncheon communicate with

Miss Mary Van Horn, Women's Division, N. A.

A. F., 303 West 42nd Street, New York City.

Music on the Akron Playgrounds A total of

540 boys and girls of Akron, Ohio, were organ-

ized last summer into fourteen different bands and

orchestras. During the summer these groups pre-

sented a total of thirty-one concerts. The season

closed with a final musical program at the fair

grounds in which a 100 piece orchestra partici-

pated. The services of the WPA music staff made
it possible to conduct 170 classes in singing

throughout the city. Eight community sings were

held and sixteen amateur shows produced.

Hockey Goal Nets Discarded tennis nets,

the Montreal Parks and Playgrounds Association

has found, can be used to make very satisfactory

goal nets for hockey. One of the most common
reasons for the wearing out of nets is that the

bottom of the net freezes to the ice surface, and
carelessness in taking it in often results in the
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TUMBLE-RINGS
Copyright 1836, by C .W.MORMN, Chicago. III. XL

NEW and DIFFERENT OUTDOOR GAME
Tlayed on any fairly level lawn or ground. The Main
Object: To make the TUMBLE-RINGS catch on a loosely-
suspended chain by rolling them to it.

For INDOOR PLAY write for information about
BAKINET, introduced at a "Century of Progress
Exposition, 1934."

Both games now in Chicago Park District Playgrounds.
TUMBLE-RINGS protected by Copyright, 1936. BAKINET
protected by U. S. and Canadian Patents.

C. W. MORGAN
1016 HYDE PARK BOULEVARD CHICAGO, ILL.

tearing of the bottom section. This can be avoided

by having the bottoms of the nets attached to

boards so that when they are taken in the boards,

if frozen to the ice, can be easily forced without

damage to the nets.

Substitutes for Death Toys and Games

World Peaceways, Incorporated, 103 Park Ave-

nue, New York City, has issued an article entitled

"Substitutes for Death Toys and Games," which

advocates the substitution for toy guns and minia-

ture implements of warfare of toys and games

which will meet the need for physical conflict, the

desire for adventure, the necessity for noise and

excitement, and the element of surprise. The arti-

cle suggests a number of toys and games which

will meet these needs quite as satisfactorily as toys

identified with the destruction of human life.

Copies of the article may be secured from World

Peaceways, Incorporated, at five cents apiece.

The New York Police Department in its distri-

bution of Christmas toys banned toy guns and

cannon.

Salt Lake City's Costume Bureau The Salt

Lake City, Utah, Recreation Department is justi-

fiably proud of the work of its Costume Division.

As a WPA project the building facilities at Vic-

tory Park were thoroughly remodeled and equip-

ped, new cupboards, shelves, ironing boards, wash

tubs and lighting fixtures being installed through-

out. Approximately 500 new costumes were added

to the wardrobe during 1936, as well as many ac-

cessories, such as sandals, belts, masks and

jewelry. The Costume Bureau now boasts a total

of approximately 1,100 complete costumes with

326 extra accessories and properties. The entire

wardrobe was checked over, repaired and remod-

eled. WPA and NYA workers being made avail-

able for this project. Flood lights, scenery, cur-

tains and stage properties of all kinds are. loaned

to church and school groups whenever possible.

Charles Hayden
(Continued from page 6)

boys and young men and believed heartily in pro-

tecting their spare time. In speaking of the needs

of boys throughout the country, he once said,

'They should have their God-given right to play

and work off their surplus energy and to utilize

their spare time.' The breadth of his interest was

expressed in generous provision for boys clubs, a

planetarium in New York City, and contributions

to a long list of charitable, civic education and

recreation causes. Charles Hayden personified

piety spirit. It permeated his work. He entered

enthusiastically, joyously and triumphantly into>

all that he did. He enjoyed recreation himself

taking part actively in golf, tennis, boating, social

activities and games of various kinds. The en-

thusiasm with which Charles Hayden worked for

the youth of America and his faith in them will

remain an inspiration to those who work in the

national recreation movement."

The resolutions were signed by a Resolutions

Committee consisting of Joseph Lee, John H. Fin-

ley, F. Trubee Davison, E. E. Loomis. and

Howard Braucher.

For Newer and Better Mouses !

(Continued from page 9)

niture had a modernistic trend in keeping with the

stvle of the exterior.

The bathroom fixtures were modeled from clay

and baked. Sheet celluloid was used for glazing
the windows.

A fluted effect on the rounded exterior solarium

was gained by the use of V x 2" blocks with the

outer surfaces rounded. Windows were cut into

the edges of the blocks after they had been mitred

to fit each other.

Some of the Values of the Project

As a playground project with universal appeal
a project of this kind is invaluable; it is equally
suited to both boys and girls, it produces ideas and
stimulates the imagination, it is highly educational,
it demands a high degree of craftsmanship, and

last, but by no means least, it provides a means
for children on the playgrounds actually to share
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Yes you can actually own a new Royal Port-
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gives you Touch Control*, an amazing improve-
ment which adapts the key tension of the
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in cheering the lives of children less fortunate

than themselves at Christmas time.

Nineteen local institutions received the novel

gifts. Among them were hospitals, settlements,

children's homes and the Glen Lake Sanitarium.

Enthusiastic letters of appreciation came from all

of them. A few of them follow.

From St. Joseph's Orphanage:
We are very grateful to you and to the WPA Rec-

creation Instructors for the very beautiful doll house

with which our children were presented at Christmas.

You may be assured that your thoughtful remembrance
of our homeless little ones added greatly to their joy on

Christmas Day. It is our ardent wish and prayer that

your sweet charity be rewarded most abundantly.
With best wishes for a blessed and happy New Year,

I am,
Most gratefully,

SISTER EMELINDA, O. S. B.,

Sister Superior.

From Emanuel Cohen Center :

For the Board of Directors and the boys and girls of

the Emanuel Cohen Center, I wish to express our thanks

and appreciation to your department, the children of Fol-

well Park playground and the WPA Recreation Instruc-

tors for the very lovely doll house you presented to us.

It certainly has created quite an interest in our house

among the young and old alike, and the little tots in our

nursery school have a very good time playing with it.

We are going to keep this house on display during the

school vacation and turn it over to our nursery school for

their exclusive use after that.

You certainly are to be congratulated, not only on
the fine work which has been done on these houses, but
more so on your spirit in distributing these houses to the
various agencies in the community.

Many good wishes for continued success in your good
work.

Very sincerely,

J. MlRVISS,
Executive Director.

Back to Atlantic City!
(Continued from page 11)

with emergency funds must now be maintained

or lost. Can local recreation systems absorb these

additional burdens? Can they man them with

volunteer leadership ?

All over the United States citizens' groups of

varied kinds are being formed to support better

municipal government, to reduce delinquency, to

serve as pressure groups in moving City Councils

to action in the realm of planning, health and rec-

reation. The value of such resources has scarcely

been touched in the field of recreation.

The Use of the Schools for Enrichment of

Community Living will be one of the live topics

of the Congress. Why should school buildings

built by taxpayers be used only from nine to
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Recreation Week in

Salt Lake City

THE
FEBRUARY, 1937 issue of RECREATION de-

scribed Recreation Week held under the aus-

pices of the Oakland, California, Recreation De-

partment. Salt Lake City, Utah, according to the

annual report of the Recreation Department for

1936, also held such a week from June 14 through

June 21, 1936.

.A group of diversified activities, some specially

planned and others a part of the regular activity

schedule, were arranged and publicized to show the

breadth of the program. Radio talks were given

by prominent citizens and special addresses were

arranged for all service club luncheons. Billboard

advertising was carried on through the courtesy
of the Parks Advertising Corporation and the

WPA art project.

The week was highly successful and will be re-

peated on a larger scale next year as a cooperative

project of the Salt Lake Recreation Council and
the Recreation Department.
The program was as follows :

Sunday, June 14 "Water Recreation."

Special boating regatta on Great Salt Lake.
Band Concert at Liberty Park.

Monday, June 15 "Playground Day."
Opening of activities on summer playgrounds.

Tuesday, June 16 "Archery Day."
Special archery tourney and exhibitions.

Wednesday, June 17 "Music Day."
Special concerts by Salt Lake Civic Orchestra.
WPA concert orchestra.

Thursday, June 18 "Swimming Day."
Special swimming meet.

Friday, June 19 "Golf Day."
State Amateur Golf Tourney.

Saturday, June 20 "Outdoor Recreation."

Special invitation to visit forest recreation areas.

Sunday, June 21 "Baseball Day."
Special benefit all-star game.
Band concert.

three ? City after city has demonstrated their value

for adult interests after school hours.

A new feature of the Consultation Service this

year will be the provision of a collection of pub-
lications and other material which will be made
available for study and reference by the dele-

gates. Materials issued by local recreation depart-
ments will have a large part in this display. Copies
of reports, record forms, plans, publicity, pro-

.... an END to

i

Germ-laden DUST!

Playground directors and doctors agree
that dust is a dangerous germ carrier.

And these same men endorse SOLVAY
Calcium Chloride as an effective, harm-
less method of combating this evil.

Solvay, spread evenly over the surface

of a playground, tennis court, school

yard or athletic field, will instantly
eliminate the dust. And more, it re-

duces sun glare, keeps the surface
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Solvay Calcium Chloride is absolutely

clean, odorless, easy to apply, and very
economical. Deliveries are prompt
from 100 conveniently located stock

points. Full information and prices on

request.

SOLVAY SALES CORPORATION
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grams, budgets, copies of city ordinances, state

enabling acts and other valuable material will add

greatly to the concrete help delegates will get from

the Congress.
Much of the value of any conference or con-

vention lies in the personal interviews and casual

talks that are possible. Men and women of simi-

lar interests, baffled by similar problems, meet in

small groups or two by two's to work things out

together. Many a difficult question will be re-

solved on the boardwalk long after Congress ses-

sions are ended.

Rich are the memories of. inspiration, fellow-

ship, and practical help that come to those who
have attended the Congress in the past. After two

years the "regular'' Congress attendants will re-

new those happy contacts of other days. The new-

comer will look forward to an experience which

he will not soon forget. Together they will make

Swimming Pool Data and

Reference Annual

(1937 Edition. Vol. V)

$3.00 Prepaid

192 pages filled with a vast
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EARL K. COLLINS, Editor
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payable to Earl K. Collins

John Nolen

Dr. John Nolen, internationally known land-

scape architect and pioneer in modern city and

regional planning, died on February 18, 1937.

The park and recreation movements owe much to

Dr. Nolen, for among more than four hundred

public planning projects in which he participated

were many having to do with parks and play

spaces. He was keenly interested in the recrea-

tion movement and attended a number of the

National Recreation Congresses.

up a Congress assembly that will set new mile-

stones of achievement along the way to better rec-

reation for the American people.

The Duties of a Recreation

Board Member
(Continued from page 12)

tive rest to a large degree the success of the local

movement.

The far-seeing board will refrain from:

Assuming the functions of the superintendent

of recreation in executive details.

Dealing directly in an executive capacity with

subordinate employees.

Urging upon the recreation executive the em-

ployment of workers regardless of their qualifica-

tions or forcing him to discharge competent em-

ployees for purely political reasons.

There are a number of general principles rela-

tive to the relationship of the board and executive

which are generally understood to be necessary in

the establishment of successful working relation-

ships. Most important of these is the willingness

of the board to give the executive a free hand,

within the limits of the policies laid down by it,

to organize and carry on the affairs of the depart-

ment as long as his efforts produce the results

desired and meet with the general approval of the

public. In no other way can an executive do his

best work. In no other way will a governing body
have the full benefit of the resourcefulness, initia-

tive and technical knowledge and skill of its su-

perintendent. There will always be a constant in-

terchange between the governing authority and

the executive in respect to both governmental and

executive functions. Out of suggestions of the

executive will, no doubt, come many of the plans

and policies adopted by the governing body. Simi-

larly, a recreation board may be of great aid to an

executive in purely executive functions. This is
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especially true if the board has on it a number of

members who are technically trained in some par-
ticular executive service or who have had wide

experience in handling executive problems.
A recreation board can best serve its com-

munity by holding its executive officer responsible
for a high degree of efficiency in the administra-

tion and operation of the recreation department.
Board members should consider their responsi-

bility in serving on the board a public trust to be

regarded with the same sincerity and earnestness

shown in the pursuit of their business or profes-
sional life. In this way alone can the public be

most effectively served and municipal recreation

take its rightful place as a public service.

Pegs-And What to Do With Them!
(Continued jroin pti(/c J-t)

Give each of the players at the head of the left

hand divisions a ball. On the word "go" these

players roll the ball at the peg. If it is knocked
down the player runs out and sets it up and then

steps out of the game. The player at the head of

the opposite division retrieves the ball and from
the head of his line bowls at the peg. He con-

tinues to bowl until he knocks down the peg, the

head of the opposite division retrieving for him.

When the peg is knocked down he sets it up and
the retriever starts to bowl and so the game con-

tinues. The first team with only on player left

wins.

Peg Stand and Carry Relay. Teams take posi-
tion described above, except that one division has

one more player than the other. The two sections

of each team are thirty to forty feet apart, and

midway between- is a peg in a circle. At the signal

"go" each player at the head of the longer division

runs to his peg, picks it up and carries it to the

head of the shorter division. The player who has

just run goes to the end of the shorter line, while

the player to whom he gave the peg returns it to

the center and runs on to tag the next person in

the longer line, who does as the first player did,

and so on. The game continues until all players
on one team have changed divisions or until they
are back in their original positions. If a peg falls

the player who last stood it up must run back and
set it up again.

Peg Shift Relay. The game is played as above,

except that the peg is moved from one circle to an

adjoining one and the player continues, tags the

opposite man who runs back and shifts the peg
into the other circle and so on.

COSTUME CLOTH
and FABRICS

Teachers who are planning pageants or the presen-
tation of dance groups will find Associated's selection

and service helpful.
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Peg Balance Relay. Teams are in file formation

about five feet apart. Thirty feet in front of each

file is a line. The head of each file has two pegs.

On the signal to start the leader of each line

places one peg on top of the other, holding the

lower peg with the hand below the middle of the

peg. As soon as the pegs are balanced, the player

puts his free hand behind his back and starts for

the line. Should the top peg fall, the player must

stop, pick it up, balance it again and put his free

hand behind him before he moves forward again.

The free hand must not be in front while the

player is moving. When he crosses the line he

may seize both pegs in his hands and run back to

the next player who proceeds in the same fashion.

The first line to finish wins.

Balance and Stand Relay. This is played as is

the above game save that all but the first player
have one peg. The first player, who has two pegs,

balances his pegs, one on top of the other, to the

line, stands one up on the floor and carries the

other back to the second player. If a peg on the

line falls down, the last one to touch it must set it

up before his team mate may start.

Knock the Peg Down. Players are in file forma-

tion. About twenty feet in front of each file is a

peg behind which stands a catcher. On signal to

start the leader of each team bowls a ball at the

peg. He must continue to bowl until the peg is

knocked down. When it falls he goes to the foot

of the line, the catcher returns the ball to the head

of the line, sets up the peg and the game con-

tinues until one team has all its men in their

original position.

Middle Peg Down. The game is the same as the

previous one save that instead of one peg there

are three in a row, one foot apart. The bowler

must hit the middle peg down but leave the other

two standing.
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the columns of CAMPING WORLD

PARENTS . . . Camping World meets

the challenge of parent behaviour

and attitude toward the Camp Di-

rector and The Camp by publishing
a frank discussion of the problem.

LAWS . . . Camping World meets

the challenge of state health authori-

ties by publication of an enlighten-

ing series of articles on the scientific

reasons for health laws.

MOTIVATION ... A guide by which
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means by which camper motivation

is generated.

ADOLESCENT . . . Camping World
discusses the advisability of send-

ing a 12-16 year old child to a co-

educational camp.

INITIATIVE ... Do you believe

campers are capable of deciding
their own activities? Camping World
shows that initiative at best is rare.

PERSONNEL ... A successful, tried

method of preparing the counsellor

staff for its camp duties is given by
Camping World.

PROGRAM . . . The heart of a camp
is its program. See Camping World's
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program.
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Edited by L. NOEL BOOTH

11 East 44th Street, New York, N. Y.
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For the Price of a Single Movie!

(Continued from page 20)

the stage reading "Vote Yes for Playgrounds."

Between the ten-minute performances the an-

nouncer urged voting for recreation.

On election day excitement ran high. Voters

were transported to the polls in borrowed cars;

sample ballots were given out ; checkers at the

polls checked on votes from the precincts, and

children carried slogans near by. The results were

gratifying, for final figures showed a 2% to I

ratio in favor of recreation.

When Gypsies Come to Reading
(Continued from page 22)

The winner of each age group is eligible to the

sectional story contest scheduled for the follow-

ing week. An alternate is chosen in each case.

For this contest the city is divided into four dis-

tricts, and one playground within each district is

selected as the place at which the sectional con-

test is to be held. The contestants from the play-

grounds within the district meet at the places de-

signated. The girl leaders of the four designated

playgrounds act as hostesses. It is their duty to

greet the contestants and make them feel at ease,

to greet the judges and see that they clearly un-

derstand their directions, to announce the con-

testants at the proper time, to tabulate the judge's

decisions and to send the names of the winners to

the Recreation Department office the same day as

the contest.

The judges of the contests are members of the

Story League, invited by the Supervisor of Dra-

matics. Before the contest, each judge received

through the mail a copy of the score sheet, plus

directions for scoring. The point system is used

for the following :

Selection 30 points

Memory 30 points

Delivery 30 points

Posture 10 points

Spaces are provided on the sheets for remarks

by the judges and for suggestions for improve-

ment of future contests. Three judges- are pro-

vided for each sectional contest. The grouping is

the same as for the local contests and the winner

of each group is eligible for the city-wide contest,

held one week after the sectional ones.

(Continued on pac/e 50)



Become Familiar with

BEAD CRAFT
the article in this

issued entitled '"Bead Craft

As a Playground Activity"

by Maurine E. Mader of the

Playground and Recreation

Commission, Springfield, 111.

Experiment with
this fascinating leisure time

vocation. Try it yourself.

You will be amazed at its

simplicity pleased when you

realise how appropriately it

applies itself to your project

work.

BAG

Special ! offer
only one dollar for complete outfit for making up
as shown in either of these two illustrations. Book

of Instructions included. This special offer to profes-
sionals is limited only one order per persoil accepted.

BRACELET

The attractive

bag shown
above was made
from Walco
Wood Beads.

It opens and
closes with a

zipper, and is

beautifully lined

inside. Send for

Walco Outfit

No. 455.

The Belt,
Bracelet and

Necklace shown

at the left were

made from
Walco Wood
Beads. Send
for Walco Com-

bination Nos.

451, 452 and
453.

PROKSSIONAL PROJECT
* DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

WALCO BEAD CO.
37 WEST 37th STREET NEW YOU K. N. Y.
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POSTERS-PLAYS-PROGRAMS

LESSON OUTLINES

!&& fli:',fiiifl

Safety Materials

for the Teacher

The Education Division of the National

Safety Council offers a consultation and

publications service to the schools on all

problems relating to safety teaching.

A Special Safety Packet for Playground
Directors is now available. This is a valu-

able collection of materials to help the

playground director promote safety on the

playground and consists of ten attractive

safety posters, crayon lessons for small

children, a short play and a program of

activities for supervised playgrounds.

Price $1.00

SAFETY EDUCATION MAGAZINE
provides the teacher with material for a
well-rounded safety program based on
seasonal hazards. The colored posters,

graded lesson plans, plays, stories, infor-

mational articles, accident facts, patrol

news items and other features are pre-

pared by school people who are experts
in the field of safety teaching.

Subscription $1.00 a Year

EDUCATION DIVISION

National Safety Council
One Park Avenue, New York, N. Y.

Recreation Developments
in Montreal

CAPTAIN
WILLIAM BOWIF:, Executive Secre-

tary of the Montreal Parks and Playgrounds

Association, has written that work is well under

way in the one million dollar park and play-

ground improvement and development program in

Montreal, which is designed to give, employment
to as many men as possible.

Included in the project is $275,000 for a mu-

nicipal bathing beach on St. Helen's Island situ-

ated in the middle af the St. Lawrence River, and

easily accessible from the crowded section of the

city. This beach will be finished in May, 1937,

and will accommodate some 10,000 bathers.

$250,000 has been set aside to be expended on

the expansion of the Botanical Gardens.

Generous provision has been made for play-

grounds for the younger children, playing fields

for the older teen-age boys and girls and picnic

grounds for families.

A sum of $144,000 is set aside for the building

of large wading pools in playgrounds situated in

congested parts of the city.

$75,000 will be devoted to the improvement and

reforestation of Mount Royal Park; the unique
mountain park situated in the heart of the city.

The balance of the money will be expended in

beautification, improvement and extension of ex-

isting parks. This will fill a long felt need.

The cost of these improvements is being borne

50% by the Provincial Government and 50% by
the Federal Government, so that the city of

Montreal is securing much needed facilities with-

out putting an added drain on the sorely depleted
civic treasury.

The Hon. William Tremblay, Minister of Labor

of the Province of Quebec, has declared that when
this project is completed new development
schemes will be substituted so that as far as pos-
sible men will be kept permanently off the relief

lists.

On the appointed day the entrants and judges

(again three members of the Story League) meet

on a grassy plot in the City Park. A hostess

chosen by the Supervisor of Dramatics takes care

of the routine matters. Usually at this contest

,there are many visitors parents, friends and



PLAY FOR HANDICAPPED CHILDREX

Play Safe With

,verWar
Safety

PLAYGROUND APPARATUS
SAFETY is an essential of every outfit

DURABILITY is built in to give longer life

Write for Catalog 28

FOR BEACH AND SWIMMING POOL EQUIPMENT
Write for Catalog 28W

THE EVERWEAR MANUFACTURING COMPANY
The World's oldest and largest exclusive makers of

playground, beach and pool apparatus

SPRINGFIELD, OHIO

those interested in the art of story-telling. The

gathering is very informal, each group telling its

stories in turn. A prominent citizen attending the

contest of 1936, was invited to present ribbons to

the winners. This, plus light refreshments, were

new additions this year, which proved very en-

hancing to the whole affair. It is customary for

the winners of the city-wide contest to tell their

stories over the* radio on the regular weekly De-

partment broadcast. That, with the ribbons

awarded is the only prize offered. While called a

contest, and carried out on that basis, the story-

telling affair is intended more to foster good

story-telling and to instill interest in literature

than to be merely a competition.

The girls and boys of Reading love story-telling

but in order to make the activity on the play-

grounds truly successful, there must be a program

carefully planned and followed during the whole

season.

scarcely a misnomer for with great care we foster

the spirit of true play that the hospitalized child

may not need to retrace his steps in the serious

work of preparing for life, for he is living his

adjustments, his tolerance, his understanding in

everything he says and does.

Play for Handicapped Children
(Continued from page 26)

Teachers in the Special Education Department
are called "Play Ladies" by the children. This is

Saving Pennies
(Continued from page 31)

cess. A highly plastic clay dries more slowly than

an open clay, and open clay is less apt to crack.

Pottery should be thoroughly dry before being

fired. If it scratches dusty on the bottom, it is dry

enough to be fired. Clay is porous and contains a

large amount of air, which will expand and crack

the article upon being put into the kiln unless the

object has been thoroughly dried. Pieces should

be dried on shelves with small sticks under the

bottoms to make drying more even.

After the pottery is dry, place it in long square

tiles of fire clay, which can be stacked one on top

of another until the kiln is full. Start the fire very

low, and if burning gas leave the flame at the same

height for about eight or ten hours. This will

finish drying the pottery. The door of the kiln
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A Health -
Building Game

for Old and Young
Pitching Horseshoes is muscle-building rec-

reation that appeals to all types of people.
Install a few courts on your grounds, organ-
ize a horseshoe club, schedule a tournament.
Write for free booklets on club organiza-

tion, tournament play. etc.

Diamond Official Shoes and accessories

are the choice of professionals and ama-
teurs alike. It's economy to purchase
equipment with the longest life.

D IAM O X II
(TALK HORSESHOE COl
4610 Grand Avenue Duluth, Minn.

Makers of DIAMOND Official Pitching Shoes

should be left open to let the moisture out. Be-

fore increasing the fire, brick up the front of the

kiln and leave a small hole large enough to watch

the gauge through. If the clay is held at red heat

for three hours, it will be fused enough to hold

together in water. When shutting the kiln off, be

sure to stop up the draft at the bottom and let the

kiln cool off at least twelve hours before opening.

"People Laughed"
(Continued from page 34)

large number of game boards and similar supplies

and shipped them to cities in the flood areas of

Illinois.

Once more recreation has demonstrated its value

in times of stress and disaster !

Theodore Wirth

Pioneer in Park Planning
(Continued from page 37)

held its annual convention in Minneapolis and

elected him president. He was instrumental in

bringing to Minneapolis the National Flower and

Garden Show in 1930. In recognition of his ser-

vice to horticulture and for his previous offices as

president, he was awarded the Gold Medal of

Honor of the Society of American Florists and

Ornamental Horticulturists. In 1933 he was

awarded the Pugsley Silver Medal of the Ameri-

can Scenic and Historic Preservation Society for

meritorious park service in his work with the Park

Board of Minneapolis.

When Mr. Wirth retired from active service, he

and Mrs. Wirth started on a tour of the world

which they completed in eleven months. Before

returning to Minneapolis the couple visited their

sons, Conrad L. Wirth, Assistant Director of the

National Park Service in charge of the Branch of

Recreational Planning and State Cooperation, in

Washington, and Walter L. Wirth, superintend-

ent of parks, of New Haven, Connecticut. An-

other son is Lieutenant-Commander Theodore R.

Wirth of the United States Navy.

Bead Craft as a Playground Activity

(Continued from page 38)

mate cost of various small articles, such as brace-

lets, head bands, belts and small purses. In our

city, as in most communities, there is little money
available for handcraft supplies, and on play-

grounds it is often hard to find any funds for

materials. In introducing bead work on our play-

grounds each director started the bead project and

that, it seemed, was all that was needed ! The

children had their own ideas as to color and de-

sign, and with a little help worked out many at-

tractive articles. Many of the older girls made
small purses, some with initials or monograms
worked out as a design in the purse. These were,

of course, all along the simpler lines of bead work,
but when the fundamentals or principles have

once been learned any pattern can be worked out.

The Playground Commission is headquarters
for supplies and each child pays his five or ten

cents or whatever the price of the article to be

made may be. These beads are sold without profit

to the Commission. Our experience has shown
that if a child really wants to make an article he

can find the necessary pennies with which to do it.

The first summer's work was carried over into

the Girl Scouts' winter program and that of the

Girl Reserves and of the Y. W. C. A., Y. M. C. A.
and camps located near here. Many calls were re-

ceived from adults at the close of the summer
playground program when they had seen the work

(Continued on page 54)
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The Library and Recreation

THE
RECREATION COMMISSION of Millburn,

New Jersey, according to Carl Schmitt, Di-

rector of Recreation, has completed a piece of

work in a field not usually considered a part of

the recreation program.
I*1 :935 a new recreation building was com-

pleted in Taylor Park, the center of the com-

munity's recreation activities. The local Junior

Service League cooperated by furnishing the

building and supplying books for the room set

aside as a reading room. The League also assist-

ed by providing leadership every afternoon for

this library. It was impossible to make it a lend-

ing library since a clause in the deed of the donor

of the park specifically stated that a public library

could never be established in the park. There was

no question, however, of the desirability and in-

terest for establishing a public library in the com-

munity. The State Library Association had re-

ported that Millburn was the only community of

its size in the state without a public library and

something, it was felt, should be done to meet this

long felt need.

Aided by the interest created through the read-

ing room in the park, the Junior Service League
and the Recreation Commission initiated plans for

enlisting the cooperation of other organizations in

the town in the establishment of a free public li-

brary. The Recreation Commission started the

ball rolling by persuading the Township Commit-

tee to turn over a two-family residence which it

owned and eventually to appropriate enough

money to repair and improve the lower floor of

the building, install a modern heating plant and

make the building available for use as a library.

In the meantime the Junior Service League was

busily at work talking up the proposal for a li-

brary with other organizations, and a meeting of

representatives of the various groups was held to

discuss plans. The outcome of this meeting was a

second meeting at which a Library Board was ap-

pointed. A plan to sell memberships was formu-

lated and a date set for a drive for funds. It was

decided to sell active membership for $1.00, con-

tributing membership for $10 and a lifetime mem-

bership for $100 or more. The plan included the

proposal to turn the contributing and family mem-

berships and all additional active memberships
which could be secured into cards for children and

others financially unable to purchase them. In this

way the library would be open to all.

A great deal of assistance was given by organi-

Magazines and Pamphlets
Recently Received Containing Articles

of Interest to the Recreation Worker

MAGAZINES
Journal of Physical Education, March-April 1937

Hints on Badminton, by Kenneth Davidson
A Study of Seven Learn-to-Swim Campaigns.
by S. P. File

Community Wide Softball, by Merle A. Harding
Journal of Health and Physical Education, February 1937

Art and Activity, by Helen A. Pendergast
Suggested Programs for Demonstrations and Exhibi-

tions, by C. O. Jackson
Systematized Swimming Meets, by Marjorie M.
Mayer

Girls' Basketball Leagues, by Anna Hiss
Playball, by Marion Robinson

Planning and Civic Comment
A supplement celebrating the 20th anniversary of the

National Park Service was issued with the Octo-
ber-December 1936 issue.

Leisure, March 1937

Bigger and Better Dramatics, by Leone M. Buechele
The Romance of Archery, by W. A. Wittich
Good Books for Bad Boys, by Calvin T. Ryan
Pin-Etched Easter Cards, by Agnes Choate Wonson
Shamrock Fun a St. Patrick's Day Party,
by Harry D. Edgren

Recreation from the Social Work Year Book

Journal of Health and Physical Education, March 1937
On Walking, by Leon J. Richardson
Modern Psychologies of Sports, by John Brown, Jr.
Diving, by Matt Mann

Parks and Recreation, March 1937
Window Publicity for Parks
A Traveling Museum as an Educational Feature,
by Hugh S. Davis

Nature Activities at Oglebay Park

Parents' Magazine, April 1937

Family Fun, by Elizabeth King
Books for Boys and Girls, by Alice Dalgliesh

Teachers Journal, January 1937
Hobbies Modify Personalities, by Walter L. Scott

PAMPHLETS
Annual Report of the Board of Recreation Commission-

ers, Summit, N. J., 1936

Second Annual Report of the Department of Public Rec-
reation, Winston-Salem, N. C., 1935-1936

Annual Report of the Division of Recreation, Parks and
Boulevards Toledo, Ohio, 1936

Annual Report of the Pleasure Driveway and Park Dis-

trict, Peoria. Illinois, 1936

Youth Progress

Michigan National Youth Administration, City Na-
tional Building, Lansing, Mich.

Fifteenth Annual Report of the Park Department, Recrea-

tion Bureau of Passaic, N. J., 1936

Annual Report of the Superintendent of Recreation of the

Union County Park Commission, 1936

Girl Scout Report for 1936

National Parks of Canada Annual Report, 1935-36

Annual Report of the Playground and Recreation Depart-
ment of the City of Aurora, III., 1936
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1.00

Special Introductory
Offer $2.OO

To acquaint you with the real character-build-

ing material to be found in each issue of

CHARACTER MAGAZINE we are making the

following SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER:

For a limited time you can subscribe to

CHARACTER MAGAZINE for one year
and also get a copy of UNTYING APRON
STRINGS for only $2.00. (Regular rate

$1.50 each.)

CHARACTER MAGAZINE is a publication

that should be in every home, school, church

and public library. Some of the finest minds in

the country are numbered among the editorial

group responsible for this magazine.

UNTYING APRON STRINGS is a book on

mental hygiene presenting in well written form

the problems facing parents, teachers, counsel-

ors and communities in the training of children,

and then gives the solution of these problems.

Young people will find the help theyneed in solv-

ing their problems of personality development.

Right NOW fill in the order blank below,

pin $2.00 to it, mail to us TODAY and you
will never regret the small amount ex-

pended. Tell your friends about this offer.

CHARACTER MAGAZINE,
Dept. A,

5732 Harper Avenue, Chicago, 111.

Enter my subscription to Character Magazine for one

year and also send me 1 copy of Untying Apron Strings,

all for $2.00. Enclosed is remittance.

Name ....

Position

Address

City State,

zations, individuals and the State Library As-

sociation, with the result that six months after the

original plans were discussed Millburn feels as-

sured of realizing its dream of a free library for

all its citizens.

Bead Craft as a Playground Activity

(Continued from page 52)

done by the children. Such questions were asked

as, "Why not start a class in bead work for

women?" "What is the cost of the material?"

"How long does it take to finish a purse?"
We organized a women's handcraft class in one

of the public school buildings. This class, which

met one afternoon each week from two to four

o'clock, was received with such enthusiasm that

many more similar classes have since been or-

ganized in other parts of town. Many women who
have taken purses home to work on have been sur-

prised to find that their husbands have become in-

terested in the art and have themselves made

purses and belts.

There is something about bead work that grows
on one, and when a project is once started it is

hard to put it down until it is completed. Bead

products from our classes have been sent to all

parts of the country and bear labels indicating

that they are handmade and have come from

Springfield, Illinois. Many employees of local

business houses are members of our classes. They
are interested in learning to do the work so that

they may be able to repair commercial purses if

necessary. Many women have made pin money
selling their products.

Our office seems to have become the state head-

quarters for bead supplies, and we have sold beads

in all parts of Illinois. This widespread interest

may have been due to our exhibit at the State

Fair when visitors asked that we hold classes in

bead work there. Much interest was aroused

when we demonstrated how simply the work
could be done and what attractive articles could

be made in a short time. So great was the demand
for articles that it seemed doubtful whether we
should be able to keep any on display at the fair !

Every day calls are received at our office re-

questing information on bead craft, and many
people call in person to see the samples on display
and ask questions about them.

After two years of using wooden beads as a

handcraft project in our program we feel it is one
of the finest individual activities we have ever in-

troduced and developed.
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Index to Handicrafts, Modelmaking
and Workshop Projects

Compiled by Eleanor Cook Lovell and Ruth Mason Hall.

The F. W. Faxon Company, Boston. $4.00.

THIS VERY CAREFULLY worked out index of articles on
* handicraft is based on an extensive collection of refer-

ences accumulated in the Minneapolis Public Library

during the past twelve years. It covers a field of mis-

cellaneous and hitherto unorganized material on handi-

crafts and amateur workshop projects. Only articles giv-

ing practical information and the necessary drawings or

diagrams for construction have been included.

The Community Handbook
By Alexander Nunn, Donis Mclntosh and Elsie Orr

Echols. Young Folks' Department, The Progressive
Farmer-Ruralist Company, Birmingham, Alabama.
$.25.

PNESIGNED
PARTICULARLY for the use of leaders in rural

districts, this booklet contains 224 pages of exceed-

ingly practical material. There are programs, party sug-

gestions, plays, games, songs, hints for community meet-

ings, information on parliamentary law and good man-

ners, suggestions for camping and first aid, and many other

subjects. Leaders of young people will find in this book-

let a wealth of information.

The A B C of Attracting Birds

By Alvin M. Peterson. The Bruce Publishing Company,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. $1.50.

I K YOU ARE INTERESTED in birds and want to have them
' as friends and neighbors, the suggestions of the bird

lover who wrote this book will go far to help you win

their friendship. Simple, inexpensive and sure ways to

attract the birds are to be found in this book which gives

reasons for having birds, information regarding bird

baths, feeding and nesting boxes easy enough for anyone

to make, and facts telling how trees, bushes and vines

act as bird attractors these are a few of the subjects

discussed. In the final chapter suggestions are given for

forming an effective bird sanctuary. There are many
attractive illustrations.

Collecting Stamps for Fun and Profit

By A. Frederick Collins. D. Appleton-Century Company,
New York. $2.00.

THIS is NOT merely a book on stamp collecting for in it

* Mr. Collins has traced the history of communication

from the days of the couriers and smoke signals to the

first public postal service. He has given us, too, informa-

tion regarding the intriguing process of engraving and

printing stamps. There is a wealth of information in

this book.

Motor Camping
By Porter Varney. Leisure League of America, New
York. $.25.

|V|ow THAT AMERICA has taken to wheels, such a prac-
"

tical booklet as Mr. Varney's Motor Camping is par-

ticularly timely. It tells where to go and what to see,

how and where to sleep, and gives suggestions for meals

and how to prepare them. The booklet also suggests how
to build and equip a trailer and discusses miscellaneous

equipment. If you find yourself suffering from an attack

of Wanderlust, this is the book for you !

Guide to the Southern Appalachians
Publication No. 8. The Appalachian Trail Conference,
901 Union Trust Building, Washington, D. C. $1.00.

THIS VOLUME, completing the series of five guide books

to the Appalachian Trail, takes us to the Southern

Appalachians. It is a pioneer publication since there have

been hitherto no available guides for this region. Many
sections covered in the guide have been previously over-

looked.

New Bodies for Old
By Dorothy Nye. Funk & Wagnalls Company, New
York. $2.00.

II ERE is A VOLUME of 135 pages profusely illustrated by

pen and ink drawings in which is given the informa-

tion a woman needs for restoring or retaining a healthy,

symmetrical body. Correctional exercises are suggested

for difficulties of many types. The information is so de-

lightfully given that one is inspired to undertake the

regime suggested. Miss Nye is an authority on corrective

gymnastics. For five years she was associated with the

Physical Education Department of Barnard College, and

has worked with the National Board of the Y. W. C. A.

An Evaluation of a Plan for Character

Education

By W. Bradford Bayliss, Ph.D. Bureau of Publications,
Teachers College, Columbia University. $1.60.

AA R. X HAD AN experience in his boyhood which made
* * * a lasting impression on his life. His Sunday School

superintendent caught him pitching pennies and suc-

ceeded in getting the boy to sign a pledge to abstain from

all kinds of gambling until he was twenty-one years of

age. This pledge proved to be very helpful to Mr. X
in his youth and early life, and when he later became

wealthy he decided to established a Foundation to help

boys with character problems. The plan he set up offered

55
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to each boy who would live up to a given pledge for

three years the sum of $200, to be used as the boy saw
fit. Each 'boy selected a sponsor who was to be his guid-

ing star during the three years of testing. By the winter

of 1930-31 1200 boys had completed the test and received

their awards ; approximately 2500 more were in the en-

rollment test. The writer of this volume was asked by
the "Foundation" "to study the boys and the plan in

order to determine whether the latter was sound, how;
well it was working, and whether it should be improved
or discarded."

The major portion of the book deals with the descrip-
tion and the working out of the plan. There were inter-

views with a sampling of boys, parents and sponsors ;

the opinions of a group of experts in the field of religion
and character education were secured ; references in cur-

rent writings in the field of religious and character edu-

cation were studied in their relation to the plan. Upon
the findings from these three sources the conclusions were
reached in regard to the value of the Foundation plan.

The major conclusion was
_

that offering boys money
to be good does not work. 'Many people would have

guessed that in the beginning. This scientific study now
proves it, and that in itself is worth much to workers in

the field of character education. But the conclusion,
however important, is only one of the values of the book.
Its description of the research method is excellent. There
is much food for thought regarding pledges and awards
in general and in the selection, training and responsibili-
ties of sponsors. This book will probably 'be read widely
by persons interested in work with adolescents and in

instruments for promoting character growth. Reviewed
by E. C. Worman.

Nature Magazine's Guide to Science Teaching.

By E. Laurence Palmer, Director of Nature Education
of the American Nature Association and Professor of

Rural Education at Cornell University. Published and
copyrighted by the American Nature Association, 1936.

$1.00.

An enriching program provides access to a wide range
of supplementary material. I am glad that a recognized
leader in nature education has made the basic content
of the Nature Magazine available to teachers of elemen-

tary science. The excellent pictures of the magazine
have been included. The book is a guide and provides
for growth in ten major "realms." The author freely
admits the limitations of a guide for one magazine. The
role of the publication is to supplement and enrich ex-

isting courses. As such, progressive teachers will wish
to add it to their kit. William Gould Final, National

Recreation Association.

Catching Up with Housing.

By Carol Aronovici, Ph.D., and Elizabeth McCalmont.
Beneficial Management Corporation, 15 Washington
Street, Newark, N. J. $2.00.

"An excellent bird's-eye view of the housing problem
of great value as a primer for social workers, government
officials and students of housing," is the comment of

Clarence L. Stein, architect, on this practical book which

is intended for the use of class study and for the public

interested in the improvement of housing conditions in

the United States. It contains data on all important

housing projects and the development of the housing

movement in this country during the last century. It

also suggests what might be done in the housing field.

The material is clearly classified and ably indexed.

Dogs.

By Alfred W. Meyer. Whittlesey House. McGraw-Hill
Book Company, Inc., New York. $2.50.

If dogs are your hobby, you will find this book on their

care and training breeds and selections full of interest.

List of Pageants and Plays for Children,

Young People and Adults.

Education Department, National Council for Prevention

of War, 532 Seventeenth Street, N. W., Washington,
D. C. $.10.

This extensive list has been carefully classified, ar-

ranged alphabetically and separately numbered under each

group, with notations as to occasions for which they are

particularly appropriate. Brief information is given about

the theme, number of characters, playing time and pub-

lisher.

Child Labor Facts 1937.

National Child Labor Committee, 419 Fourth

Avenue, New York. $.25.

Facts which every citizen should know about the alarm-

ing extent of child labor will be found in a 31 page

pamphlet recently issued by the National Child Labor
Committee. It is a general informative booklet dealing

with the extent and present forms of child labor, the

status of child labor legislation, and the effects of prema-
ture employment on the physical and mental well-being
of children. It gives the factual background for anyone
interested in the problem.

The Story of Christmas.

By R. J. Campbell, D.D. The Macmillan Company,
New York. $3.00.

Canon Campbell in retelling the Christmas story has

presented it in both its ancient and modern setting, and
has illustrated it with materials drawn from a number of

periods. There are old Christmas customs, modern
Christmas stories, carols and Christmas verse. The selec-

tions chosen have been drawn from a vast amount of

literature on the subject, and it is Canon Campbell's hope
that readers will be stimulated to explore this fascinating
field for themselves.

Officers and Directors of the National

Recreation Association

OFFICERS
JOSEPH LEE, President

JOHN H. FINLEY, First Vice-President

JOHN G. WINANT, Second Vice-President
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GUSTAVUS T. KIRBY, Treasurer
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I want to live now,

this day, this week, this month, this year.

I want to live tomorrow,

next week, next month, next year,

and the years to come.

I want peace, yes.

I want to keep out of trouble, yes.

I want health, yes.

I want work, yes.

But above all I want to live.

I want to

I want to

I want to

I want to

I want to

I want to

I want to

I want to

I want to

I. want to

I want to

read.

live in a world of music.

see beauty.

listen to birds singing.

watch flowers blooming.

see plants growing.

play with little children.

watch children at play.

be with friends.

love and be loved.

live in a family.

I want to think.

I want to think alone.

I want to think with others.

I want to be idle without even a thought.

I want to use all the powers I have.

I want action that takes all the strength and

skill of my body.

I want hardship and discipline

for purposes that I myself have chosen.

I want to feel myself a part of the world.

I want to feel that I count in a growing city,

a growing world.

I want to lose myself in something bigger than

I am.

I want to dare, to adventure.

I want to live.

I want to see others live.

I want parks and brooks and ponds.

I want oceans and lakes to swim in.

I want ice to skate on.

I want gymnasiums and athletic fields.

I want libraries and museums.

I want community centers and community
theaters.

I want art centers and music centers.

I want to live.

I want to live in a city that cares for living.

I want to live in a living world.

I want to live.

HOWARD BRAUCHER.

MAY 1937
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Playground

Suggestions

FRONT
MANCEI
ONLY

SAFETY
CAR

SEND YOUR CHILDREN
To The City**

Ll\ Playgrounds

OT" NOW OPEN
'ACH YFYAR more recreation

departments report a de-

mand for help in conduct-

ing social activities, picnics and

parties. Are you prepared to

meet this demand?
Picnic Game Kits. A number of

cities have arranged kits containing supplies for

social activities to be loaned picnic groups. The

Sacramento, California, Recreation Department
has prepared game kits both for picnics and

parties which are available for all groups wishing

to use them. Both kits are packed in wooden

boxes with handles and are of a size which will

fit into the rear seat of any car. Each is labeled

as to content, and it is specified on the top of the

box that the kit has been made available by the

Recreation Department of the city.

In the picnic kit is to be found all necessary

equipment for soft ball, volley ball, water polo,

dodge ball, croquet, horseshoes, Badminton and

checkers. Rules for the use of each game, are

included. The social recreation kit consists of

twenty-five progressive games. Each game is pre-

pared in an attractive manner with scoring values

and similar items painted on the game in large

black figures. Each game has a number painted
in black on a white background on a piece of three

ply veneer panel about eight inches high. The let-

tering at the top of the panel is about three inches

high. Underneath the lettering all information is

given relative to the game, such as what the game
is, equipment necessary, playing

procedure, and scoring methods.

Last year the Community
Recreation Association of De-

catur, Illinois, inaugurated its

picnic service. A picnic director

served schools, churches, clubs

and other groups by planning
and conducting picnic programs,

Signs on trolley
cars herald the

opening of play-

grounds in Mil-

waukee, and in-

vite attendance

In the April issue of RECREATION,

under the title "Go to Your Near-

est Playground," we told of the

experiences of a number of cities

in conducting their summer play-

grounds, and of some of the ac-

tivities which were popular. Here

are some additional suggestions.

and by making available free picnic kits contain-

ing bats and balls and other game equipment. The

director conducted thirty-five picnic programs,

planned as many more, and the kits were loaned

to twenty-four organizations.

The Recreation Service of the Salt Lake City,

Utah, Park Department supplies picnic kits with

equipment for various types of activities. The kits

contain horseshoes, tenakoit equipment, a first aid

kit, game rules and picnic game suggestions, sup-

plies for volley ball and soft ball, and informal

game equipment such as darts, bean bags and

sponge balls. A charge of 50 cents a day is made

and a $2.00 deposit is required. The department

also offers sound equipment for use in parks

which may be secured at the rate of $1.50 an hour.

Popular Games in Pierre. At the beginning of

last summer a croquet set was placed on each

playground in Pierre, South Dakota. No other

game held such a continuous interest for the

younger children. Tournaments were held for

boys and girls of all ages. A surprising interest

was also shown in checkers, and children of, every

age were eager to play the game. Many of them

made their boards and men from pasteboard or

scrap wood. Tournaments were

held in various sections of the

city.

A Publicity Suggestion. The

Watsonville, California, WPA
Recreation Department has had

its activities broadcast daily at

1 130 P. M. over Station KDON
under the title "The Date Book
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60 A FEW MORE PLAYGROUND SUGGESTIONS

of the Air." Owen Hinck of the Recreation De-

partment suggests that if properly approached

most radio stations will be found willing to give

free publicity to local recreation programs.

Pet Shows. Pet shows have won a permanent

place on the playground program. Here are a few

suggestions for conducting them :

The pet show is often not just an affair of an

hour or an afternoon. It lasts a week or more in

many places, beginning with stories in the story

hour and talks by pet shop owners, the S.P.C.A.

or the children on the care of pets, a trip to the

zoo or an exploration trip in the woods for the

purpose of finding wild life in stream and woods.

On one playground a preliminary event to the

show was a "clinic" day for pets on which two

veterinarians volunteered their services and ex-

amined the children's pets free of charge. In an-

other city the children were shown animal slides.

Having aroused interest in pets and a pet show
in any of these ways, the pet show director will

find that posters, announcements, newspaper
stories and a prelimin-

ary parade of pets will

arouse interest to a

high pitch and ^draw

many entries.

Chief Whitefeather, Chippewa Indian, visits the play-

grounds of Milwaukee to give Indian dances and stories,

display Indian crafts and teach games. This is a WPA
project sponsored by the Milwaukee Public Schools De-

partment of Municipal Recreation and Adult Education.

Entry blanks are helpful in facilitating and per-

haps limiting the show. Space must be provided

on the blank for the name of the child, his address

and age, and the kind, age and sex of the pet or

pets entered. There should be a space for a num-

ber and the closing date for entries. Entry rules

should be printed on the blank to make sure the

children know them. These may include the fol-

lowing :

1. Each pet must belong to the exhibitor or his

family.

2. Only children under 18 may exhibit pets. (A
special event may be introduced for older ex-

hibitors if so desired.)

3. All animals, including cats, but excepting dogs,

must be in comfortable cages. Dogs may be on

a leash.

4. No kitten or puppy under six months may be

entered. (For its health's sake.)

5. A water dish must be provided for such ani-

mals as dogs and birds.

A parade is in order, with each entrant wearing

a numbered arm band and leading or carrying his

pet. Costumes for ex-

hibitors and decorated

cages and carts add

color to the parade.

The parade may serve
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one of three purposes : namely, for the display of

pets for everyone to see before the judging or for

advertising purposes or as the show itself, to be

judged en route as it passes and repasses the

judges' stand. (The numbered arm band will as-

sist the judges in awarding prizes and should tally

with the number on the entry blank.)

In preparing for the show proper, benches or

areas may be set aside for each kind of animal and

should be labeled prominently. At one show the

owner of a pet shop loaned blocks of wire cages

in which animals could be kept until judging time.

A sawdust ring may be used for judging differ-

ent classes, and is especially necessary in an in-

door show for the protection of the floor.

Judging is at best a difficult problem. In the

eyes of its owner each pet is the very best in all

the world. Who is there to judge truly in such

a case? Judges should recognize this problem by

giving a large number of prizes (perhaps, begin-

ning or ending with the awarding of an "entry"

prize for every entry) in not too "dead serious"

a fashion. If animals are judged by kinds and

each class be judged to four places, a larger num-

ber of prizes can be awarded. Prizes should be

very inexpensive so that there will be as little dis-

appointment as possible to mar the show. Colored

ribbons printed in gold have proven very satis-

factory. Classes should be so determined that no

animal wins more than one or two prizes. Pedi-

greed animals are either barred, entered in a

separate class or judged with the others for such

informal qualities as are listed below.

There are a number of possible events. Dogs
and cats form separate classes, for there are usu-

ally many of them. If there is a great number,

prizes may be given for each sex and for differ-

ent age groups in each class. Other animals, such

as rabbits, birds and fish are divided into classes

and judged in the same vein as the dogs and cats

whose classes we suggest. (The obedience class for

dogs involves four tests : The dog must lie down,
come when called, follow the exhibitor without a

leash and perform a special trick. Two minutes

are given for each part of the test.)

Dogs Happiest
Oldest Best

Ugliest Cats

Most obedient Loudest purr
Longest tail Prettiest fur

Lovingest eyes Smallest

Healthiest Largest
Smallest Oldest

All the animals may compete in the following

classes: Most unusual pet; largest number of

pets in one family; most comically dressed ex-

hibitor; best decorated cage or wagon and the pet

farthest from home. A special classification of

inanimate pets, drawings or models may be ar-

ranged for those who do not have live pets.

Nature Clubs. With the first signs of spring,

the boys' clubs of Danville, Illinois, take to the

trail in search of adventures. Junior boys' clubs

in the four community centers are known as

Pokagon Clubs, Pokagon being the name of a

great Indian chieftain a romantic, colorful fig-

ure, who ruled the Pottawatomie Indian tribe.

The first issue of the Pokagon newspaper,

which appeared the middle of March, announced

coming events and included sketches and com-

ments, birds, pets and hobbies. In addition the

paper urged club members to contribute articles to

the paper and offered one free membership and the

button of the Junior Audubon Club of Danville

for the best story submitted each week. Another

club activity was the showing of a series of bird

films in connection with the regular weekly mov-

ing picture program at each center. A list of rec-

ommended books on nature topics to be found in

the public library was posted on the bulletin

boards of the centers. One film which made a

special appeal was "Ups and Downs," photograph-

ed by William L. Finley, known as America's

greatest wild life photographer, or the Martin

Johnson of North America. In the film library of

the Recreation Department a motion picture study

of the following birds is represented : pelicans,

terns, laughing gulls, canvasbacks, purple martins,

egrets, Louisiana herons, phalaropes, marsh

plover, coots, grebes, vireos, barn swallow, tit-

mouse, flycatchers and robins. A study of these

films before the hike makes the trip more interest-

ing. Many of the boys take their own cameras on

their country trips and are planning to make their

own slides for club use.

The regular weekly program of activities has

developed as follows : Each week the weather

permits, the club members, with their nature

guide, "hit the trail." One week the hike may take

the boys on a visit to Harrison Park to explore

the nature trails recently developed under WPA
and NYA. Trees have been labeled and trails

have been marked, making a trip to this large

natural park area more interesting than ever. On
another occasion the boys may decide to explore

(Continued on page 103)



Something Old Something New"

PERHAPS
you are

a sports enthu-

siast, a football

or baseball fan, a

follower of the

court game. You

may know a great deal about sports,

but do you know about the origins

of such games as Badminton, table

tennis, tether ball, shuffleboard or

deck tennis those sports which in recent years

have enjoyed a revival.

Shuffleboard. If you have traveled or wintered

in Florida, you are no doubt familiar with shuf-

fleboard, for there indeed it is the sport of sports !

There is scarcely a town or city that does not have

at least one shuffleboard court, and in St. Peters-

burg, the true home of American shuffleboard,

there are numberless courts. You may be sur-

prised to know that shuffleboard is by no means a

new sport. True, as a land sport it dates back

only to 1913, when it was introduced in Daytona

Beach, Florida, as a sidewalk game. Since that

time it has gained widely in popularity and is now
used extensively in parks, recreation centers and

schools, as well as in backyards.

The modern game of shuffleboard was preceded

by a shipboard game known by the same name.

This aquatic form was in turn directly descended

from games played in England as early as the

fifteenth century and known variously as "Shove-

groat," "Slidegroat" and "Shovel-penny," so

called, no doubt, because of the resemblance of the

disc used to the coins of that period.

Tether Ball. Another game,
the origin of which does not

go back as far as shuffleboard

but which is by no means

new, is tether ball. This game
dates back to 1896 when it

was patented under the name

"Spirapole" by P. B. Cow,

Cheapside, London. It was
first used on shipboard on
the maiden cruise of the

"Dunnegan Castle." As a

shipboard game the name was

changed to "tether ball" or

And a few interesting facts which you may

possibly not have known about the origins
of a number of our most popular old games

By JULIA POST

Winthrop College

Rock Hill, South Carolina

The Women's Rules and Editorial Com-
mittee of the Women's Athletic Sec-

tion of the American Physical Educa-
tion Association is performing an ex-

ceedingly valuable service in prepar-
ing through its subcommittees a series

of handbooks on various sports for girls

and women. We are presenting here
some extracts from an article pre-

pared by Miss Post, Chairman of the
Subcommittee on Athletic Games,
whose official handbook, one of the

Spalding Athletic Library series, rec-

reation workers will find very helpful.

"dodo," and for

some time continu-

ed as a successful

addition to ship-

board interests. It is

rarely seen now,

however, as a shipboard game, for it

has deserted its marine setting and

become popular as a land sport.

Horseshoe Pitching. There are few

people nowadays who are not familiar with horse-

shoe pitching as a sport. As a farmyard sport,

where horseshoes are to be found in abundance,
it has long been popular. The clang of shoes as

they strike each other or as they encircle the stake

is heard at picnics, county fairs or practically any
place where crowds of people are gathered for

an outing.

Horseshoe pitching was a great national game
before the time of Homer and was very popular

during the time of the Roman empire, so "even

the Greeks had a name for it."

It is interesting to note that Washington's sol-

diers when not occupied in fighting the British

amused themselves with horseshoe pitching. "Slip-

per slamming" or "barnyard golf" are popular
names for the homely sport of horseshoe pitching.

Badminton. The popularity of Badminton has

received a tremendous impetus recently because of

its adoption by the Beverly Hills dwellers to whom
the eyes of America frequently turn. Although
relatively new to the American public, it has been

used in this country for some time, the first Bad-
minton club having been formed in New York in

1878. A similar game was

played in the Orient cen-

turies ago. In India it was
taken up by English army
officers and brought by them
to England where it was

given the name of Badminton
in honor of the Duke of

Gloucester, the name of

whose estate was Badminton.

The first Badminton dub in

England was established in

the city of Bath. The game is

(Continued on page 104)
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Music on the Playground

There cannot be a well-rounded playground pro-

gram without singing and rhythmic activities.

So here are some suggestions for music making.

THKRE
ARE contemplative mo-

ments even on a play-

ground ;
moments when the

group, whatever its age, falls

naturally in smooth lyrical singing of the sort

that thrives as well around a camp fire. Older

boys and girls, especially the boys, together, are

then in a mood to make harmony, and they will do

so if someone will sing a spiritual or Carry Me
Back to Old Virginny or the like with a good

smooth flow and swing. From improvising har-

mony a group of teen-age boys might go into

learning parts in the simplest of the songs in such

a collection as the Check Book of the series known

as Twice 55 Community Songs, published by C.

C. Birchard and Company of Boston. Or if some

of the boys still have soprano or alto voices, the

Orange Book of the same series will suit them.

The Rose Book of that series is for treble voices

alone, for girls or boys or both. The Hall and Mc-

Creary Company of Chicago also publishes a

series of inexpensive collections for these various

kinds of groups. Simple rounds and descants *

are a very interesting entrance into part-singing

if each singer really listens to the group as a whole

while he sings his own part. For any part-singing

except rounds the leader should be capable of de-

termining correctly which part is best suited to

each person's voice.

There are times also for very animated sing-

ing, of sea chanteys, cowboy songs, team songs,

hiking ones, accumulative ones like Slovette or

The Tree In the Wood and other good rousers.

The younger children will then want to sing songs

like The Windmill with its pantomimic actions,

and In Poland with its brisk marching rhythm,

both in the National Recreation Association's

Songs for Informal Singing,

Set I, in which, as in Set II,

there are m^ny other rousing

songs that the older boys and

By A. D. ZANZIG
National Recreation Association

See Comwuniiy and Assembly Singing,
a detailed guide, obtainable from
the National Recreation Association
at 60c.

In this article Mr. Zanzig deals prima-

rily with singing, singing games, folk

dancing, rhythmics and other simple

dancing. Other forms of music for the

playground are, however, mentioned

and reference made to source material.

girls will like. The little children

will also want to sing some of

the more active of the almost in-

finite number of traditional

songs such as are in Fifty Favorite Songs for

Girls and Boys, obtainable for ten cents at Wool-

worth's. Dramatised Rhythm Plays by John R.

Richards (A. S. Barnes & Co.), though lacking

in opportunity for spontaneity, has helpful sug-

gestions for making action songs of many an old

familiar song for children. Any singing period

can, of course, admit many kinds of songs, quiet

or animated, the contrasts in the songs and in the

singing of them making not only for greater enjoy-

ment but also for more and more expressive sing-

ing and enlarging experience. But the music play

that seems most characteristic of the playground is

that which calls for a still fuller measure of action.

Singing Games

Singing games we think of, dozens of them, as

natural a mode of play for children, especially

those under ten, as walking is a mode of locomo-

tion. Miss Neva Boyd's American and English

Games is an especially rich collection of these. If

leaders could only prize sufficiently the value of

free-flowing rhythm in a singing game, the sing-

ing and the motions would not be so heavy as they

usually are. When every beat is given equal

weight, the onward, liberating flow of rhythm,

which is its most enjoyable and most longed-for

quality, is lost. Only as we distinguish between

the light beats and the intenser ones and feel the

undulating forward motion of each phrase as a

whole do we let the singing game give us what we

most desire in it. Let the leader sing it so and

move to it so, and the children will very likely do

likewise.

Encourage children to sing

with the same naturalness and

lightness and ease as they

speak, and with the same rela-

tive stresses on the words and

syllables. If they will simply
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speak the words of the game naturally just once

for the fun of it, without the music, they will be

almost bound to catch the idea and the rhythm

and all the greater freedom and fun that goes with

them. Then if they do not carry these into the

singing, it will be because of bad habit which can

certainly be overcome gradually without any loss

of interest, especially well through singing games
new to the children.

Encourage them also to enjoy the song as well

as, if not more than, the rest of the game, and to

enjoy it with their ears as well as with their

voices. To do this and also to save their voices

from danger of injury, they will need to sing the

song in a proper key, in which the lowest tone will

not go below D or, at the lowest exception, not

below C. This care for having the song in a pro-

per key can be made an interesting part of the

game, to make the latter more enjoyable. The

leader and the children can soon learn to judge by

the quality of the singing as to whether it is suita-

bly pitched or not. Let the children be interested

in judging for themselves so that they will sing

well even when the leader is not around. But

never oppress them with this interest to endanger

the spontaneity of their play. If necessary, the

leader should use a pitch-pipe for the purpose

until her judgment becomes surer. Perhaps the

most frequent cause of harsh, inane and injurious

singing is the common false notion that enthusi-

asm and enjoyment are to be measured only by

loudness. A free, bounding rhythm, even when

accompanied by very light singing, is the fullest

and best token of real enthusiasm. Another cause

of the bad singing is public performance, when

the children are urged to sing loudly in order to be

heard by the entire audience. Children's play is

not naturally for public performance, anyway, but

if it must be put to that use the more resonant

singing of real enthusiasm, and rhythm with sure

familiarly with all the words, and enforced voices,

may be heard farther and certainly more enjoy-

ably than mere loudness can be.

Adults, and more and more older boys and

girls, it seems, also like singing games and sing-

ing dances, but such as Captain Jinks or Come,

Let Us Be Joyful in Twice 55 Games with Music,

and many another good one in the Handy Kits of

the Cooperative Recreation Service of Delaware,

Ohio, in Skip to My Lou, published by the Girl

Scouts, and in several bulletins issued by the Na-

tional Recreation Association, especially one en-

titled Musical Mixers.

Folk Dancing

If the children or older folk have developed a

sense of the "phrase rhythm," as has been sug-

gested for the singing games, they will readily

carry it over into folk dancing and enjoy it and

the dancing more and more. The widely-known

collections of folk dances compiled by Mary Wood
Hinman and Elizabeth Burchenal, to be found in

most public libraries, offer a large range of choice

as to the ages and tastes of the dancers. The

simpler of the English country dances and of the

Morris dances, collected by Cecil Sharp and pub-

lished by the H. W. Gray Company, 159 East

48th Street, New York, are suited to boys and

girls of about twelve or over as well as to adults.

Bean Setting and others of the traditional Morris

dances in which sticks are used, or done by men

alone, appeal to boys more readily than do most

other folk dances. New interest in American

square dancing has been growing in many com-

munities. A thing to remember about folk danc-

ing is that, like every other sport or art, it thrives

best where there is care for doing it well without

loss of spontaneity. Learning more and more

folk dances and doing them better and better has

become a beloved hobby for many people.

Rhythms and Other Simple Dancing

Who has not seen children come bounding out

of school and go skipping down the street? That

is dancing, too. And the mood of it, of most eager

living, is surely a boon surpassed by no other.

Music can bring it to us, especially to children,

even when that mood has been far away. How
can that natural dancing grow into a mode of play

with music, especially well suited to the play-

ground? Let us say that you have clearly and

gaily in your mind and fingers, or in some other

person's mind and ringers, such tunes as are in

Folk Songs and Ballads,* Set III, published by
the E. C. Schirmer Music Company of Boston,

and here is a group of children. You say to them

that music is a wonderful thing that is always try-

ing to say things to us or to tell us something to do.

Sometimes it tells us to skip, and sometimes to

walk or run, or just sit quietly and listen. Then

you play Rosa from that collection and about mid-

way invite the children to clap to it so as to in-

sure their really feeling the life in it. What is it

telling us to do? Off they go, skipping to it.

Then, after a pleasant signal, like the playing or

* These tunes are also in Sets I and II of Songs for Informal
Singing, previously mentioned, but these without accompaniments.
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singing of the ding-dong of bells, has brought the

children back to the piano, you play or sing In

Poland, which has been mentioned. It tells them

to march. But immediately at the close of it you

go back to Rosa. Some of the children go right

on marching as though the music has not changed.
But others skip and you praise them for listening

so well and changing so promptly when the music

changed. The next time the music changes

quickly like that, perhaps all the children will

change with it. They are learning to listen and to

respond at once and very enjoyably. Now .you

play or sing the Cornish

May Song, also in Folk

Songs and Ballads. What
does it beg us to do ? We
run or jog along gaily but

comfortably. And so the

children have experienc-

ed fully, though very sim-

ply, three different types

of rhythm, for each of

which there is no end of

fine delightful music into

which they can enter fully

as the days and weeks go

by. Besides folk songs

and dances there are

dozens of gems by the

great composers, by Ro-

bert Schumann in his

Album for the Young, by

Beethoven, Schubert,

Grieg or others, present-

ing these same types of

rhythms to be danced to

by the children. That is

a great boon for any child

to have, giving him the

very essence of the full, organic response to music

that many an adult has sought, often in vain, 'in

a course or book in music appreciation.

Let us pause a moment to list a few books con-

taining such suitable music. There is School

Rhythms, compiled by Ethel Robinson and pub-

lished by Clayton F. Summy of Chicago. This

publisher issued also Music for the Child World

by Mari Hofer, the second of its three volumes

being best for our present purpose. A. S. Barnes

and Company of New York offers Gertrude

Colby's Natural Rhythms and Dances, Caroline

Crawford's Choice Rhythms for Youthful Danc-

ers, and a large book by Agnes L. Marsh entitled

Dance In Education. It is the music in these

books that we are now recommending. Phono-

graph records of "music for rhythms" are also

obtainable, and there is singing, violin playing or

drumming Indian-fashion that are also suitable.

Now back to the children let us point out modes
of going on with such dancing to ever fuller and

more discriminating interest and responsiveness.
We introduce other types of rhythm, for gallop-

ing, swaying, sliding, leaping. The children re-

spond spontaneously also to differences in vol-

ume, as from loud to soft positions of the music,

Instrumental music, too, has a place on

the playground, as. this scene on one of

the Milwaukee playgrounds will testify

to differences in mood of character, as between

the Soldier's March and Northern Song, both of

them marches in Schumann's Album for the

Young, to differences in pitch, as when the music

rises a whole octave on the word "sweetly" in

Rosa, and to differences in speed, as when the

music slows up or goes faster and the children

rise with it. A gay call to skip or gallop higher

may bring the larger and freer motions for which

we look. Scarves or balloons are also likely to

make for a greater freedom of spirit and fuller
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motion. Encouragement may be given also to

dance in two's or three's whenever they wish,

then back into a single circle, and into any other

variations they wish that do not cause the chil-

dren to interfere with one another. The leader,

and later a child, might call for such changes, as

is done in a square dance, or a child might act as

leader through her own dancing.

But early in their experience the children

should learn to hear and feel when each phrase of

the music ends and change direction at that time.

While listening to the Cornish May Song, for ex-

ample, they can readily decide when to raise their

hands to tell where each phrase ends^as a line in

a poem ends. Then, as in their dancing to it they
turn about at the end of the phrase, they will be

following an impulse that is as old as the oldest

folk dance. In every folk dance there are these

changes of direction to start each phrase afresh

and often to balance one phrase with another. It

is fun. And once the children are prompt and

free in it, they can vary their dancing still more.

For example, if they dance away in a straight line

for one phrase, and back into the next, we might
increase the distance to be covered by each phrase,

thus leading them to make their motions larger

and more energetic. Or we might decrease the

distance, leading them spontaneously to more in

a spiral, or retrace some steps or make other com-
binations to use up the time. We might form

groups of four, five or more children, for which

one child is to be the leader for one phrase, and
another child for the next phrase, each choosing
the direction or movement or both that the group
is to take. But the most valuable and enjoyable

changing of movement is always that which is

due to changes in the music. And this brings us

to the children's making up of dances in forms

like those of folk dances. This should be a carry-

ing on now of the creativeness that has produced
dances that became the folk dances we enjoy to-

day.

Let us bring back Rosa to the children and in-

vite them to make a group dance for it. Any
child who has ideas for it raises his hand and if

called on he tells them to the group. Other ideas

are heard then, or after his are tried out, and a

choice is made. Almost invariably the dancing
suggested for the beginning of Rosa is eight slip-

ping steps to the left, in a single circle, and then

eight to the right, an idea common to many folk

dances. The music following these two phrases
is different, so the movement must also be dif-

ferent. Very likely it will be four steps toward

the center, four back and then four toward the

center again, the arms and entire body being

eagerly raised for the high note in "sweetly."

What next? The tune is just like that of the first

two phrases, so the movement should be the same

as at the beginning. Thus, incidentally, the chil-

dren are made much more aware of the design of

the music than they are likely to be in a dance

given them to learn. But they should be en-

couraged, not pressed, to enlarge their "vocabu-

lary" of movements. The leader might suggest
one now and then that would open new possibili-

ties to their minds.

Besides making dances to folk songs and folk-

dance tunes, the children should make some for

art -music, as it is called, like the Merry Farmer

and Harvest Song in Schumann's Album for the

Young, and later for the Beethoven German

Dances, and some of the Schubert and Brahms

waltzes. Some lovely simple dances have been

made for the most beloved of the Brahms waltzes,

the one in A flat.

Now, this sort of dancing, up to this point, is

not a difficult enterprise. All it needs is children,

music and an interested leader who need not be a

musician or a trained dancer, though to be one

or both would be a great boon. Her main job is

to behave in such a way as to bring the children

more fully into the music, getting herself out of

the way. But she should herself have skipped
and galloped and danced in the other ways sug-

gested, or else be one of the children and grow
with them. Perhaps she should be one of them

anyway, but if she is, she must avoid causing them
to do as she does when they should be following
their own impulses and ideas.

We have not gone into the dramatic phases of

this free sort of dancing, into the rhythmic play of

being a bear, a rabbit or even a rolling, crawling
worm or snake (a non-venomous one) and into

the rhythmic aspects of pantomiming a story. In

the story of the Sleeping Princess, for example,
the procession of the king or queen with their

attendants, the tripping of the fairies, the stomp-
ing bad fairy, the old woman's spinning, and the

galloping prince are all musical affairs, as are the

sadness of the little princess' plight and the

strange quiet of the hundred years' sleep. The
children should choose the music for each episode
from among a variety of pieces offered them.

(Continued on pac/e 105)
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A Happy

Occupation

for

Children
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THE
SPRING of the year is here. Soil is being

turned over in garden beds. Buds are burst-

ing on the trees, and life-giving sap is rising

as food in the trees.

The experience of having a garden all your own

is an educative and developing one, starting with

the garden soil to some so dead, to others full of

life and action ; with a seed, so insignificant, which

later develops into something living and growing.
From this little strip of garden soil with its flower

and its vegetable seed come lessons of patience, of

exactness, of responsibility, and of pleasure.

The garden is typical of life. It represents one

of those interests that follow one throughout life,

not necessarily in the Hght of a vocation, but in

the nature of an avocation, helpful, pleasureable

work for leisure
'

hours. The garden is not just

your little piece of land in whatever Town you

happen to be, but it is a travelogue in itself, for

the seeds carry. one all over the world. The to-

matoes and marigolds, to South America; the

onions and radishes to the Far East.

Then, too, the subject of botany, which, with

many a person means only gathering so much

knowledge in order to pass an examination, be-

comes a living, everyday experience.

To have a young person's garden mean what it

ought to mean, one does not

start the day of planting, but

long before that; plans are

made, seeds are germinated,
and some seeds are started in-

doors for transplanting into

the garden later
; soil is tested

and experimented with ; lessons

are given so that children may

Mrs. Gridley's report of the meeting
on Gardening for Juniors is given a

delightful introduction in a state-

ment by Miss Ellen Eddy Shaw which

we are publishing. Miss Shaw is as-

sociated with the Brooklyn Botanic

Garden which is conducting a most

interesting program for children.

By ABBIE E. GRIDLEY

Chairman, Junior Gardening
New York State Federation of Garden Clubs

Foreword by Ellen Eddy Shaw

know how to proceed in the best possible manner

and garden planting will be not a haphazard af-

fair, but an orderly, thoughtful procedure in a

matter which represents both art and science.

The garden ought to represent to a child the pos-

sibility of expressing himself, that is, in express-

ing his own ideas of what he enjoys in beauty and

in charm. If his plan, after consultation, does not

succeed so well outdoors, he himself will know
it. There is nothing so vocal as a garden in its

early stages. The seeds pop up out of the ground ;

they show their different attributes early in the

game. We have planted either too closely or too

far apart. We have young weedlings that struggle

in an eternal battle with our seedlings. So there is

a great deal of real study in the garden soil, real

joy. Thus the garden talks to you.

After a young person's first garden it is a very
excellent thing to let him sum up his experience

and point out the weaknesses in his own plans.

Perhaps he may be interested in just one thing,

as some children are in gourds,
the history of which is most

fascinating and interesting.
From that lead him to other

things in gardening, so that

just one thing does not mean
a garden to him, but many
things. He may like to raise

some strawberries from run-
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ners. So the garden turns out to be not only ex-

perimentation but also confirmation, adjustment,

and in the end may be summed up in a couplet

from Wordsworth

"He is happiest who hath the power
To gather wisdom from a flower."

On March i;th of Flower Show Week, the

Federation of Garden Clubs of New York State

sponsored a conference on gardening for juniors

at the Federation headquarters in New York City.

A large group of enthusiastic junior leaders from

many states, including Texas, were in attendance.

They were people interested in the future welfare

of the younger generation of the country in gen-

eral and deeply concerned with their leisure and

recreation.

A program covering the field of gardening for

children was arranged by Mrs. Albro Gaylor of

the Nyack Garden Club, a vice-president of the

Federation, and Miss Ellen Eddy Shaw, curator

of elementary education at the Brooklyn Botanic

Garden, with the cooperation of Mrs. William

Crocker, president of the Federation.

"Is junior gardening worth while?" The dis-

cussion of this question was designed to bring out

many phases of the project beginning with the

organization of junior garden clubs, their funda-

mental purposes and methods of procedure.

Throughout the garden was treated both as a

home and a community project. Mrs. L. L. Mac-

Donald of the Morsemere Garden Club of Yon-

kers told of the success of the home garden proj-

ect in that city. The most satisfactory working
units have proved to be groups of sixteen mem-
bers from a generally similar environment and

ranging in age from eight to twelve years. So

popular is the project in Yonkers that there is a

waiting list. Gardening, Mrs. MacDonald pointed

out, fills a great need for wholesome occupation

among children in their formative years when,
under able leadership, they are directed into wider

horizons of thought and interest. Acquaintance-

ship with nature opens up avenues constructively

recreational.

Miss Miriam Booth of the Cornwall Garden

Club reviewed the work done as a community

project in that city to direct juniors toward gar-

dening and nature interest.

The subject of the relation of the school to

junior work was discussed by Miss Blanche Dur-

gin of the Garden Club of New Jersey, where a

plan of instruction given through the classrooms

of the schools has proved practical and success-

ful. "The desire of the Garden Clubs of New

Jersey in working with the schools is to open a

'potential garden gate' to every school child in

New Jersey ; to teach him to plant a garden, to

care for it himself, to learn to live with it and

thereby gain a basic knowledge of the worthwhile-

ness of the handiwork of the Mighty Gardener."

Toward this end the New Jersey Garden Club is

publishing a handbook providing fascinating and

entertaining methods for carrying out the plan.

Mrs. John W. Draper, who for years has held

the office of conservation chairman and who is a

vice-president of the Federation, discussed the

"Conservation Approach." Her theme covered the

evolution of seeds, of the caterpillar and of the

child. She suggested it might be well if a child

could begin by choosing its parents. "There is in

our rush of life too little time spent in directing

our children to look for the finer things each child

needs in growth. Let him have his garden and

express himself in his own way express his own

originality."

"Leadership," said Miss Wilhelmina Gerard of

the Elmira Garden Club in discussing the topic,

"Counselor Selection and Training," "is one of

the most important phases of the movement." In

her opinion it is well to have two counselors for

each junior group and a training class for coun-

selors where junior work is discussed and planned,

and a continuous program carried out. The sys-

tem used in Elmira provides that there shall be

meetings twice a month, one held in each school

with the counselors and the other in a central

place where some special subject is explained,

such as soil management, preparation of seed flats

or flower arrangement. Contact with parent-

teacher associations, it was pointed out, is often

fruitful in finding counselors.

The subject of awards and badges was discuss-

ed by Miss Frances Miner, garden teacher at the

Brooklyn Botanic Garden, who said that as the

result of many years of experience in promoting

gardening among children the Brooklyn Botanic

Garden has a carefully worked out system of

awards. These are non-competitive and are in

reality achievement badges or awards, each child

competing with himself, so to speak, and receiv-

ing an award for his progress. All the gardening
is done in groups of boys or of girls on the basis

that such group activity stimulates interest. For

the first three steps in gardening covering definite
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projects there are three merit pins, one for each

step completed. The pin, costing about 15 cents,

is paid for by the individual after he has earned

the right to wear it. The next award is a bronze

medal. Then comes a silver medal, and finally a

silver cup for particular achievement.

Miss Shaw gave a resume of junior gardening

which inspired in each leader a desire to guide

juniors to observe the out-of-doors, to know and

love flowers and plant life, to learn of the inter-

relation of these with animal life, to see and love

the birds and the bees, and to know the uses of

living things, finding joy and happiness through
these channels.

All garden clubs were urged to participate in

the celebration of the sesquicentennial of the Con-

stitution of the United States through the tree

planting program which will include junior gar-

deners. Supplementing the planting of the trees,

pilgrimages may be arranged to observe and study

trees. It was urged that children be guided to

plant trees and grow up with them. It takes ap-

proximately a hundred years to mature a crop of

hard maples and trees of this type. Cooperation
on the part of all is essential if there are to be

trees for the coming generations.

Some Values of Junior Gardening

Junior gardening is of such importance that it

must be approached thoughtfully. Leaders must

first take stock of the times, looking backward,

then ahead to future horizons. Two particular

images arise in the mind the children and the

country they will inherit. Garden club members

have both as their trust. How well are they being

administered? .

There is in each individual an elementary desire

for expression through some particular avenue

which may be called talent. With this comes the

choice of life occupation if the right groove is

found.

All men crave recreation but not all the same

type of activity, some preferring to originate and

create and to be busily occupied. Educational

systems of today have not met the needs squarely

by training each child to fill the niche in life for

which his temperament and mentality fit him. Ex-

amples of misfit education come to light daily.

Normal and natural education should be of a type
which teaches one to see, appreciate and use

nature's gifts for sustaining and beautifying life.

The garden club movement is a step toward pro-

moting this in providing for juniors as well as

adults the stimulus and means of enriching life

with beauty and expression.

Gardening seems most nearly to approach the

ideal of "education of body and soul." Contact

with the soil brings health, peace, beauty, com-

panionship, discipline and a means of expression

developing initiative and originality.

Curiosity is an important trait in children. It

is this quality, which, if nurtured along right

avenues, helps to build soul and character. All

children are perpetually asking why and how.

There is need for leaders who have the interest of

the child at heart and who are at the same time

endowed with the gift of interesting them and

have a working knowledge of their subject. Upon
'such leadership the future of our country depends.
There must be leaders who can see and tell of

"tongues in trees, books in the running brooks,

sermons in stones, and good in everything."

Nature speaks to those who listen. She makes

her appeal through form, color, sound and frag-

rance. She holds herself modestly alluring, but

because of distractions calling more loudly, man
is prone to pass her blindly by.

Any sincere gardener may enrich the lives of

juniors by teaching them to love branch, bird and

bee, and to respect the sacredness of life, and by

filling their souls with spiritual food. Let the

pageantry of seasonal beauty engage their minds

and hands. Teach them to protect it all.

Group activities may be begun with the five-

year-olds before minds and lives are crowded
with other things. By keeping contact with nature

on through life there will be built a more lasting

enjoyment for the individual and a happier

citizenry.

Sources of Information

In the following publications will be found pro-

grams for junior garden clubs which have proven
workable :

Interesting Our Children in Nature (30 cents)
Miss Blanche P. Durgin, 14 South Munn
Avenue, East Orange, New Jersey

Hoiv to Organise Junior Garden Clubs (free)
Junior Garden Clubs of America, care of Bet-

ter Homes and Gardens, Des Moines, Iowa
Flower Games (15 cents)

Brooklyn Botanic Garden, 1000 Washington
Avenue, Brooklyn, New York

The Junior Garden Club of America issues at

the cost of printing a list of useful leaflets cover-

ing nearly all phases of the subject. There are spe-

cially prepared illustrated lectures for children.



"I IEY! Take those boxes

P"| outa there!" yelled the

truck driver to a num-

ber of youngsters romping on

a play street. He raced his en-

gine and honked his horn, nos-

ing his gigantic produce truck

dangerously near an impro-

vised barricade of packing

boxes piled across the entrance

to a side street leading from

one of the main New York

arteries.

"Wadaya mean, 'take dem boxes away'?" re-

torted the leader, "You can't come in here. Dis is

a play street, ain't it?"

Quite true! This was a play street and a su-

pervised play street, at that on Friday. But to-

day is Saturday ! And on Saturday it isn't a play

street. In fact, the small movable sign on the

stanchion post has been rolled away. But the

youngsters aren't old enough to understand the

why and wherefore of city ordinances. On some

days they are allowed, even encouraged "by de

guys wot run it," to play at will on the street. But

at other times they find their games disturbed by

passing traffic. The inconsistency of a plan which

rules playing children on and off a street, accord-

ing to scheduled plans formulated in some main

administration office, fails at the outset to accom-

plish its initial purpose that of making streets

as safe as possible for play.

Every day is play day for a child Saturday

and Sunday not excepted ! And, naturally enough,

on the days when the streets are not supervised

children expect the same freedom in the streets

that they have on other days. On supervised days

they are taught to help keep traffic off the street.

In some places they select monitors who wear

armbands and whose office it is to warn off in-

vading traffic and turn it aside. Upon occasions

they have seen their elders pile boxes from the

neighborhood grocery store across the street en-

trance as a reminder to grown-ups who can't re-

member that this is their play street. The child

mind argues quite logically that on days when
there is no supervision, the packing boxes are

needed more than ever!

By WILLIAM M. WENER
Director

Home Thrift Association Settlement

Yorkville, New York City

Do play streets defeat the

purpose for which they were
intended? We hope that you
will give us your opinion.

Thus, the play street, in-

augurated by well-meaning

people who perhaps under-

stand little of the working of

the child's mind, defeats its

own main purpose by teach-

ing children a wrong behavior

pattern.

"Keep the children off the

city streets" has been the con-

tinual plea of the public the

command to social workers.

And then these same well-

meaning optimists proceed blithely to promote a

movement toward making the street safe, and suc-

ceed only in making it more attractive for children

to use as a playground! For the streets segre-

gated on certain days for play are marked off with

white paint to provide courts for paddle tennis,

shufHeboard, quoits and various other low or-

ganization games. In addition, leaders are sent to

help the children organize their games, for which

balls, bats, racquets, marbles and tops are supplied.

In other words, the play streets are accomplish-

ing exactly the opposite of what they were origi-

nally intended to do. They are accustoming the

children to playing on the streets. They are teach-

ing them to consider the street their habitual, nat-

ural even preferred playground. Here is a de-

liberate effort to organize street playing. Thou-

sands of dollars are spent annually in maintaining
the equipment, upkeep and personnel of the play

streets, only to defeat blatantly the original pur-

pose for which they were intended.

Asset or liability ? Which ?

In many districts of the city a seemingly unex-

plained paradox exists. Well-equipped play-

grounds appear to be sparsely attended while

nearby play streets are teeming with children.

Some critics of organized playgrounds contend

that this phenomena is due to a lack of sufficiently

well-trained personnel in attendance at the or-

ganized playgrounds to interest the children in

worth while programs of activity. If this is so,

why not utilize the play street leaders those now
conducting play streets to increase the personnel
of existing playgrounds? Why not bend the same
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effort and spend the same amount of money in

augmenting the number of existing playgrounds?
The street gang, long the bugaboo of the socially

conscious citizen, is merely the abnormal out-

growth of a very normal instinct, modern psy-

chologists point out. "Ganging up" will go on

wherever children gather together for play ac-

tivity. Just as in school, there will always be

cliques who naturally gravitate toward their in-

dividual leaders. All humanity tends to band itself

together in groups under differentiated leadership,

adult as well as adolescent. The so-called under-

privileged child is no exception. His fraternity

may not wear a pearl and sapphire studded pin to

denote membership. The members may win their

bids by fists and pledge allegiance in a trading

quota of "G-Men" cards, instead of initiation by
beer and pretzels. But social consciousness and

social distinctions are quite as keen in the "gang-

ing up" of the boys and girls of the city streets

as they are in the more elective and "tapping"

systems among the collegiate or polo-playing

fraternity.

On any city street, five or six boys will un-

consciously gang up with a leader. It may be the

smallest lad or the "dumbest." It is net always

physical or mental prowess that makes a leader,

but rather some inborn instinct for leadership

which emerges to express itself in that certain

child when he is with those of similar age and

class. He may not even know he has it. At first

the others may not realize he is a leader. Or

conversely, they will not even know they are being

led. But let an adult come into the group and

suggest forming a "club." All boys are natural

joiners and an idea of a club hits them right be-

tween the eyes. Well, that's the lad they will pick
for their president every time.

That the play street fosters the growth of the

vicious street gang is a

statement highly unfair,

perhaps, in bare statement

of fact. But, that it tends to

bring back the very thing
for which it was organized
to combat, is not an impos-
sible concepticn. For who is

to "supervise" the children's

play on the days when the

play street has ceased to be

a play street and becomes,
once more, just another ordi-

nary busy traffic lane ?

The subject of play streets is a contro-

versial one, and there are people who will

not share Mr. Wener's conviction that such

streets are more of a liability than an as-

set. RECREATION has in the past published

articles presenting the viewpoints of advo-

cates of play streets, and will be glad to

receive comments on this article for later

publication. The most recent and compre-
hensive presentation of the values of play

streets, their organization and conduct, is

to be found in a book just off the press

"Play Streets and Their Use for Recreational

Purposes" by Edward V. Norton, published

by A.S.Barnes & Company, New York City.

How about the streets which have been aban-

doned as play streets? A certain percentage each

year are run for a short period and then, for one

of a number of reasons, closed again to children's

play.

How about the probability of the play streets

setting a mistaken example of play behavior for

children who are not fortunate enough to live on

a play street?

The obvious argument, promulgated by those

who consider play streets efficacious, that children

will play on the streets anyway, so why not make
the street play safer and more pleasant is, after

all, a hedging attitude to take. Very obviously the

play street is "safer" only in degree not in fact.

"Penny wise and pound foolish," it is like spend-

ing money to patch and repatch an old pair of

pants when a slightly larger investment, taken

from funds set aside for a clothing allotment,

would buy a new pair! For the child is en-

couraged in a false set of values, a distorted, in-

stead of an increased, community esprit de corps
is fostered. A deceptive sense of security be-

comes a real hazard to the child's safety and life

when he duplicates his play activity on ordinary,

unregulated streets.

All thoroughfares cannot be play streets all the

time. If they were, then they would be play-

grounds! And some streets can never be play
streets. What effect is this going to have on the

observing child?

For instance, Johnny lives on a congested street

that is never a play street. But he knows that

Tommy, three blocks away, plays out in front of

his house. If Tommy can play in front of his own
house and have a play street, why can't Johnny ?

The adult may argue, "why doesn't Johnny go
and play on Tommy's street?" The adult who

says this doesn't know the habits of street chil-

dren. There may be a line

drawn between Tommy's
street and Johnny's street

a line drawn in barriers that

no adult, no play street su-

pervisor, no child can break,

nor would want to break.

There may be a dozen rea-

sons, all silly to an adult,

why Johnny isn't welcome

to play in Tommy's block.

The two boys may easily

attend the same public
school. But this doesn't nee-
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essarily mean they will choose to spend their play

hours together. It may be a rivalry no adult may

comprehend, but it will preclude the mixing of

play hours for Johnny and Tommy on a play

street.

In one New York neighborhood recently such

a situation arose. A gang from a neighboring

street who didn't have a play street decided to

take advantage of their rivals' good luck. They
arrived at the entrance half a dozen youngsters,

ranging from nine to six years of age. They
were warned off. The play street gang held their

ground. That was their street and there were

plenty of boys and girls in the block who were

welcome. The invaders left, but not for long.

They returned, this time their numbers doubled.

They came, hauling their improvised roller-skate

carts. For the second time they were repulsed.

But this time they had come prepared. From the

soap-boxes mounted on wheels appeared sticks

and stones and a few milk bottles. Brave artillery

in a brave cause ! When milk and pop bottles are

redeemable at any grocery store for two, three and

five cents ! Many a stick of candy or chew of gum
was sacrificed that day in a battle for a play

street !

It didn't take the play street gang long to get

the idea. Leaving some of their number on guard,

others went home. They came back with their

wooden pistols, crudely fashioned of two sticks

and a spool. By this time the girls had decided it

wasn't just a man's fight. Ammunition gone, the

invaders retreated, only to return again with

loaded carts and increased boy power.

At this stage the play street gang had organized.

They had scattered and hidden in doorways and

behind ash cans along the route. They had sling-

shots this time and some coal. Again they beat

off the intruders. And this time the interlopers

didn't return. Calm reigned on the play street

once more ! Ordinarily there was a supervisor on

that play street. But this particular day wasn't a

"supervised" day !

Once more the play street had proved its in-

efficacy in defeating one of the evils for which it

was introduced. In fact, it had inspired the very

combative spirit of anti-social ganging up which

it was so hopefully inaugurated to dispel. For the

original idea of the play street was to give the

children in districts where there was no available

public playground a safe, supervised play area

a play area at their own doorsteps where they

might be under the parental eye.

The play street fosters a wrong behavior pat-

tern in the child's mind. He takes no heed of

passing traffic. Haven't the "cops" closed off the

street for his special benefit? Hasn't he been given

priority right to play there ? Hasn't the gang been

told it may play there without intervention?

Hasn't it been encouraged and pursuaded to take

part in the competitive tournaments and handi-

craft classes organized in the streets and on the

sidewalks ? The child gets used to thinking of his

street as a closed street.

Of course it is impossible to bar all traffic.

When the play streets were first opened, a brave

attempt was made. A few summons were given

in a desultory fashion. Even a few fines were

handed out to those who ignored the play street

signs. But there are the residents in the block

who have cars. Their guests who drive, from a

distance perhaps, are unfamiliar with the pro-

visions made for the children. There are busi-

ness men who must have deliveries made. There

are very few congested streets that do not have

their small stores in the block. The residents cer-

tainly cannot be deprived of the privilege of park-

ing their own cars before their own doors! Or

could they be, if the job of providing safe play

streets were really well done ? They do it in Eng-
land by renting from property owners at the play

street entrances permission to run a chain across

the street. But the majority of English towns

and cities have their delivery alleys at the rear.

In New York City it is a question whether modern

business methods would permit of that without a

great clamor of "hindering business" or many
other similar objections being raised. And who
could say that they would not be entirely within

their rights to make a demand for uninterrupted

and unrestricted trade?

Children get accustomed to darting in and out

from behind parked cars without a care for ap-

proaching traffic. There isn't supposed to be any
traffic ! But how about building up careless pedes-
trian habits which will prevail when the child is

not on the play street or even when he is playing
on a street that isn't a play street, because it

doesn't happen to be the right day?

Statistics show that most of the motor acci-

dents from which children suffer occur from their

running out from behind parked cars into the

path of an approaching vehicle. Certainly it is

unwise to encourage a city child in such rank

(Continued on page 107)



New Horizons

for

Camping

The American Camping Associa-

tion, on February 4, 5 and 6, 1937,

held its fourteenth annual conven-

tion at Detroit, Michigan. William

G. Robinson, District Representa-
tive, National Recreation Associa-

tion, who attended the meetings,
tells here of some of the emphases.

Courtesy Luther Gitllck Camps, South Casco, Maine

THKRE
WAS a familiar sound to recreation work-

ers in much that was said at the fourteenth an-

nual Convention of the American Camping

Association, at Detroit, February 4, 5 and 6, 1937.

The emphasis on skilled leadership, the question

of motivation in activities, the distinction between

guidance and bossing, the problems of safety, ?.nd

the details of such program material as dramatics,

music and nature study, contained much material

to keep all in mind of the fact that camping is a

great field of recreation. The story of the Na-

tional Park Service in its development of camps
was told to the convention by Julian Salomon.

Howard W. Oxley told of the CCC Camps, and

Munroe Smith of the Youth Hostels.

One note of public recreation gatherings was

absent references to finances. For this conven-

tion represented very largely the private boys' and

girls' camps supported by fees, with a generous
number of camp authorities and workers from

Y. M. C. A.'s and Y. W. C. A.'s, Boy Scouts, Girl

Scouts and Camp Fire Girls. There may have

been some connection between the small number
of representatives of public recreation depart-

ments and their total absence from any place on

the program or among the officials of the conven-

tion. Although the theme of the convention was,

"New Horizons for Camping," municipal camps
did not appear on the horizon. They did appear
in some of the addresses. Mr. Salomon of course

was referring to public camps and particularly

interesting was his description of the functioning
of Camp Councils in Pittsburgh and Washington
with their study of the needs of their cities.

Dr. H. S. Dimock, speaking on the subject,

"Studies of Standards in Camping," insisted the

camps must take themselves seriously as educa-

tional enterprises, and said that in spite of lack of

standards, in too many cases, and of a general in-

dividualistic trend, they possessed an essential

unity that made possible the formulation of desir-

able practices, and that they had much to learn

from the fields of education and recreation as well

as other professions and sciences. He told of well

attended three-day institutes in Chicago at which

camp leaders, in the appraisal frame of mind and

emphasizing educational methods and procedures,
discussed all phases of camping from staff quali-

fications to safety measures.

Along the same general lines was the descrip-

tion, by W. Thomas McCullough, of the Cleve-

land Camp Council, which forms a center for the
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exchange of information, a focus for interpreta-

tion and has an advisory function. Membership
in the Council requires minimum standards and

through mutual helpfulness, much advance has

been made.

There was. a charm and a reality about what

Fay Welch had to say on the "Values of Living

in the Wilderness/' that made this listener long

to visit his New England camp. Naming such

objectives as the enrichment of the inner life, the

socializing values, and the understanding of such

basic natural phenomena as droughts, floods, for-

est fires, drainage and vegetation effects, Mr.

Welch illustrated, not only in his talk but with

most attractive moving pictures, the camp activi-

ties that develop this understanding. Trips formal

and informal, museums with ever-changing con-

tents, photography, a weather station, nature

games and nature stories were some of the ac-

tivities described.

A reasonable and easily comprehended treat-

ment of the relation of camping to mental health

was given by Dr. E. Lee Vincent of the Merrill-

Palmer School. Defining what she meant by

literacy in the physical and emotional as well as

the intellectual sense, Dr. Vincent gave most of

her attention to the emotional values in camping,

its opportunities for helping the "skill hungry,"

for teaching naturally and for inculcating appre-

ciation of simple things. Above all she empha-
sized its values in developing social skills, real

friendships, ability to face success and failure, and

the opportunity for campers to find resources in

themselves the ability to be alone. Emotions, she

said, were to be controlled, but not to be feared ;

were necessary and sources of pride.

In two inspiring addresses Eduard C. Linde-

man brought to the camp leaders a broad philoso-

phy of their relation to social changes and a series

of challenging questions as to their part in na-

tional cultural development. Relating camping to

the leisure time field, Mr. Lindeman said the Fed-

eral government had definitely entered that field
*

(Continued on page 107)
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Short Term Camping
Camping "by the day" and other varia-

tions of the camp theme each year add

new interest to the playground program

SHORT
TERM, in-town or near-town camping is

increasingly being recognized as a suitable

and integral part of a summer recreation pro-

gram for children. Reports from a number of

communities and institutions reveal that these

camps include not only the already familiar "day

camp" but also over-night camps and five-day

"Monday to Saturday" camps. Administration,

location and the group served differ greatly in the

various communities and institutions because of

varying needs, facilities and funds.

For Mothers and Children

Oglebay Institute of Wheeling, West Virginia,

conducts a playground day camp serving two

groups children and mothers with small children.

Inaugurated in 1929, the camp serves each

season some 3,000 children under twelve from

playgrounds, orphanages and settlements. The

city Recreation Department has the entire respon-

sibility of choosing the children who attend the

camp. Each day from sixty to seventy of them

are given free transportation to the camp in

buses and are provided with a half-pint of milk

by the Institute.

Arriving in the morning at Picnic Site No. i,

the location of the camp in the park, the children

embark on a full day of camp adventures under

the leadership and care of a director and two as-

sistants, a practical nurse, the Institute naturalist

and his assistants, and a number of volunteer

leaders.

Following the ceremony of flag raising, a varied

program is offered. There are gardes, movies, a

trip through the museum and gardens, pony rides

and nature activities including an Explorer's
Club for children particularly interested in nature.

There is ample time and opportunity for wading
in the brook, playing on the grass and climbing

trees, for many of the children have little or no

chance for such activities at home. At four o'clock

camp closes and the children reluctantly leave for

home.

In 1 93* i there was inaugurated a "Mothers' Va-
cation Day," a day on which mothers come to

camp with their small children. For the past two

years two days a week have been set aside for

this group. Children invite their own mothers

and young brothers and sisters for these days,
and the camp is moved to Point Cottage adjoining
the playground day camp. The smaller children

are cared for in the day nursery by a nurse and
her assistant. There are games and story-telling

for the other children, and for the mothers, a

nature field trip, a visit to the museums, games,
craft, singing and a trip to the gardens where
each mother may pick a bouquet to take home.
For many mothers this is the only vacation from
home during the entire year.

The staff, beside the director, is made up of

volunteers and workers from the WPA.

A Day Camp for Boys

A tranquil section of a city park in Houston,

Texas, became a camping ground for 164 boys on
successive Thursdays in August of last year. The
Council of Social Agencies had gone on record as

favoring a camp experience of at least a day for

every boy in the city free of charge and the proj-
ect was launched.

The camp was run six Thursdays in all, the first

two being directed by the Houston Recreation De-

partment, and the remainder by the Boy Scouts

and the Y.M.C.A. Boys over ten were eligible.

The program started at one o'clock and con-

tinued until nine at night, the boys bringing their

"nose bag" suppers with them from home. The

Boy Scouts conducted the opening flag raising and

immediately afterwards the boys were divided into

groups of ten with an adult leader assigned to

each group. Each group took the name of an
Indian tribe and elected a chief and assistant chief
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and made up a tribal yell for purposes of identi-

fication. Having become Indians, all the tribes

were taken to the museum and zoo. The tribes

then met together and the rest of the program
for the day was explained.

A nature hunt was scheduled a cross between a

scavenger hunt and a treasure hunt. The "finds"

were laid out in original designs. Then followed

games and athletics including soft ball, volley ball,

paddle tennis and tumbling, organized on the

basis of inter-tribal competition. Woodcraft, wood

carving and coping saw work were offered during

the whole afternoon.

Supper came at 6:30, then flag lowering and

dual contests until time for the evening fire. The

evening fire program lasted nearly two hours with

songs, games, stunts, stories and competitive

cheering on the program. "Taps" concluded the

program and day filled with adventure at camp.

"Summer Home Camping"

Camp Yomawha, run as a "summer home

camp," by the Young Men's and Women's He-

brew Association of Washington Heights, New
York City, may lack hills and trees and streams

on its camp site, but it has offered a real day camp

program for six years in its home in a city build-

ing. It is the purpose of its staff to carry on the

educational aims of the school during the summer

months and to provide for city-bound children as

much of an outdoor camp experience as possible.

The camp is open for boys and girls six to

fourteen years of age on a cost basis of $35 for

eight weeks, $20 for a half season, or $5 a week.

Last year out of 124 children attending the camp,

twenty-nine had scholarships. This fee covers the

cost of transportation (to pool and trips), swim-

ming in a private pool, lunches, and staff salaries.

Each child is examined by the camp physician

upon joining the camp and conferences are held

with parents. Every attempt is made to make the

program as "campy" and informal as possible.

The staff members are "counselors" and are called

by their first names.

Camp opens at nine in the morning and closes

at four in the afternoon. The hours between

those times are filled with active and quiet events

suited to the various age groupings Midgets,

Juniors, Intermediates and Seniors. Music, dra-

matics, hobby groups, handcraft, swimming

(daily) and dancing play an important part in

the program, but nature and outdoor activities,

an integral part of a camp program, are stressed

particularly and are carried out on the roof, in

the park, and on trips afield.

Camping from "Noon to Noon"

The "Happy Days Camp" of the Akron, Ohio,

Recreation Commission and Board of Education

is located in a park, a part of the Metropolitan

Park Plan just eight miles from the center of the

city. It serves all children who attend the summer

playgrounds.

The children remain in camp for twenty-four

hours from noon to noon boys and girls at-

tending on alternate days with approximately fifty

in a group. They bring their own food and

blankets.

The Recreation Department provides cots,

transportation, supervisors and chaperones, and

administers a program including swimming, nature

study, hiking, handcraft and personal hygiene.

In 1936 over 1,600 children spent a day at camp.

A Camp for Underprivileged Children

The camp which the Recreation Division of

the Park Department of Springfield, Massachu-

setts, conducts is for underprivileged children of

the City Welfare, Family Welfare and Soldiers'

Relief families. It is run for a period of eight

weeks, four weeks for boys and four for girls,

starting the Monday following the Fourth of July
and lasting through August. Each child is al-

lowed five days at camp Monday through

Saturday.

The camp, which accommodates ninety-eight

children, is situated three miles from the center

of the city on the shores of a large lake. There

are fourteen cabins with eight beds in each. A
small swimming pool and shower baths and an

athletic field for games are among the facilities.

Blankets, pillows and soap and towels are all pro-
vided. In fact, the youngsters are not required
to bring anything to camp except clothing.

The past summer (1936) there were 918 chil-

dren in camp, 470 boys and 448 girls, represent-

ing thirty-one different nationalities. The average

gain in weight was two and a half pounds al-

though one boy gained seven pounds and one girl

seven.

The Belleville Recreation Camp

From an experiment in municipal camping in

1931 involving twelve boys and borrowed equip-

ment, the Belleville Recreation Camp of the Rec-

reation Commission of Belleville, New Jersey,
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has grown into a full-fledged camp. In 1936 it

boasted six army tents with floors, a screened and

electrically lighted dining hall and a swimming

pool. Two hundred and eighty children from

seven to fourteen years were enrolled during the

summer season, coming to camp in small groups

on Monday and leaving on Saturday. Boys and

girls are allotted separate periods. Adults use

the camp over the week-ends. All groups are ex-

amined by the town nurse before attending camp.

An allocation of $700 by the Town Commission

for food and donations from the Rotary and Lions

Clubs and the assistance of the WPA and volun-

teers made it possible to run the camp free of

charge for the children of distressed families in

Belleville.

The program includes nature study, story-tell-

ing, camp craft, handcraft, swimming, hikes,

games and sports, singing and first aid.

Overnight Camping on the Playground

Last summer the Department of Public Works
of Rome, New York, conducted a unique experi-

ment in overnight camping which proved to be

one of the most effective activities sponsored by
the department in focusing public attention on

what could be done on a playground.

William L. Koch, Superintendent of Play-

grounds, decided that though a summer camp was

out of the question it should be possible to ar-

range for a limited camp experience which the

children of the playgrounds could enjoy at little

expense. A program of overnight camping on the

playgrounds was the result. The Department was

fortunate in having a suitable camp director in an

individual working on a TERA playground proj-

ect. With the leadership problem solved, the next

step was an appeal through the newspapers for

tents. The response was immediate and contribu-

tions poured in until there was an abundant sup-

ply of tents from pup tents to those of a circus

vintage ! Some of the children made their own
tents.

Opening night found the camp filled to ca-

pacity. A number of fathers spent the first night

in camp with their boys. Several workers served

as tent leaders.

Little equipment outside of the tents was neces-

sary. The toilet facilities of the shelter house

were used, and the first aid kits available on all the

playgrounds were on call to take care of any minor

accidents. It was necessary to provide a large

container for drinking water. Wood for the camp
fires ceased to be a problem when permission was

secured to use wood which a near-by farmer

donated.

Each night there was a camp fire program. In

writing of this activity, Mr. Koch says : "The pro-

grams need not be involved nor elaborate each

night, but once or twice during the week leaders

in the life of the community can be called in to

give information and educational talks. We were

able to call on Boy and Girl Scouts for programs.

One troop of Boy Scouts had for its leader a man

versed in Indian lore. This troop had been train-

ed in the rituals and dances of several tribes and

was able to put on a worthwhile program at sev-

eral camps. The Chief of Police spent one eve-

ning in each camp and was able to create a friend-

lier attitude between the boys in the camp by dis-

pelling the erroneous idea that a policeman is a nat-

ural enemy, saying that he is really a protector

and friend."

The boys' camp was so popular that the girls

decided that they, too, would like to have a period

set aside for them. This was done after contacts

were made to determine how public opinion would

react to such an experiment. It was found that

much the same organization as was used for the

boys would serve for the girls' camp. It was felt

wise to have two responsible men stay in the camp
to avoid any possible danger of disturbance by
hoodlums.

"The program is not possible," says Mr. Koch,

"unless the leaders in charge are willing to work

just a bit harder than the average playground

leader, especially in the early stages. It does pay

big dividends to a community. The program may
not carry over when the novelty 'wears off but

when that happens we hope to be prepared to

take the children down new and interesting

avenues of experience."

"Every effort should be made to find a day

camp site that has an atmosphere of the woods.

The beauty of a camp depends upon the woods,

mountains, rocks, flowers, meadows and waters

that surround it. Some wooded land and some

level ground are desirable. Both sun and shade

are needed. The site should provide opportuni-

ties for nature study, exploring, handicraft, and,

if possible, swimming, canoeing and boating. A
site with porous sand or gravelly subsoil is pref-

erable." From Girl Scout Day Camps.



Enjoying Nature

THE
STUDY of nature lore

may be absorbing or bor-

ing as a leisure pastime. It

is absorbing for those who
have learned that it offers ad-

venture, companionship and

discovery. It is boring for

those who know not how to go
about enjoying nature or sharing her many bene-

fits and pleasures.

It is not always the fault of the child when he

shows no interest in nature. Many times he is

reared on tales of snakes, vampires and other sup-

posedly hideous creatures that cause him to fear

wild things. Often he is the child of parents who
are not interested in natural lore themselves and

fail to encourage the boy in that field. Today we
find many men professing an ardent interest in

nature, but. their interest is abstract and passive.

No one can appreciate the lack of interest in

nature lore better than one who has conducted

classes in nature study at a summer camp, and I

was not surprised when only two boys registered

for my group on the opening day of camp. The

camp director was kind enough to loan me his

campcraft class for the first day. The next morn-

ing, when I called the roll for a hike, I had the

largest class in camp !

I took care, on that first day, not to mention

one scientific fact. I asked no one to identify a

tree or a flower. None of the boys was required

to listen for bird calls. A few weeks later the

entire class were doing those very things and

were enjoying them! That first morning I asked

the boys to hunt for turtles and frogs. The turtles

were for the camp aquarium and the frogs were

for the snakes which, I promised the boys, we
were to catch alive at a future date. I heaved a

great sigh of relief when the

boys went at their work with

sudden interest and enthusiasm.

It was my mention of snakes

that won the boys to my side.

The prospect of keeping some

living reptiles in camp appealed
to them immediately. Even
those who feared snakes were

What Does It Mean?

By BILLY L. BENNETT

Boys' Department, Y. M. C. A.

Muskegon, Michigan

Nature study goes beyond jars of

preservatives and identification

charts. If you're at camp it may
mean the fun of cruising along

weedy banks and poking under

logs and
lily pads for frogs; of

hunting turtles and learning about

animals, trees and insects by
coming to know them intimately.
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truly fascinated by the thought

of catching a wild creature

alive. I have never departed

from that form of approach in

my nature work with boys.

While I do not always use a

snake cage to sell my business

to students, I always get some-

thing tangible as a starter. It may be a live rodent

in a cage, an ant colony, or a box of silkworms,

but it serves as a moving, living article from

nature's wonderland.

Avoid Technicalities!

If you want your son or your student to learn

to enjoy nature, be sure that you don't start him

out on a technical basis. There will be sufficient

time for more organized and scientific study after

he has learned the more entertaining side of nature

study. The first thing I do is to drop the term,

"nature study," for it reminds the child of work
and school. Nature lore and woodcraft both mean
the same thing as does nature study, but their

psychological appeal is much greater. Don't make
the child believe that an interest in nature and

wild life is a duty, a responsibility. It is, rather,

a heritage, the privilege of every man. Henry
Van Dyke tells us that the mountains are free.

So it is with all natural terrains. The plains, the

forests, the rivers, the swamps all are free and
for us to enjoy and understand. But how we
have often asked ourselves shall we start?

Ways to Start

There are two ways to start. One is to secure

a copy of a standard natural history reference and

dig in. Another method is to read a book of ex-

citing animal stories or adventures of men who
walk in the wilds. I have found
that if one cares to maintain his

interest in the out-of-doors

starting on the latter course is

preferable. I usually relied on a

few Indian legends and the

story of a lonely trapper and his

dog in the Canadian woods to

get my boys into the spirit of

(Continued on page 108)



Overnight Camping

EVERY
BOY OR GIRL, regard-

less of financial circum-

stances, has the oppor-

tunity of camping out when
the Recreation Department conducts a well-or-

ganized overnight camp. It brings to every child

an opportunity to know the joy of sleeping under

a ceiling of stars, a way to gain a deeper apprecia-

tion of the wonders of nature, a chance to learn

to adjust himself to rules and routine so necessary
in the intimate life of the camp, and a means of

understanding the importance of his own self-re-

liance in doing for himself as well as caring for

the welfare of others.

The fact that no child need be excluded for lack

of money to pay camp fees or other expenses in

itself justifies overnight camping as a part of the

regular summer program. An overnight excur-

sion Avill in no way conflict with other camps

already being conducted, but in most cases will

make more complete the usual summer camping

program.

Albany is a small suburban community adja-

cent to metropolitan Berkeley and Oakland, and

forty-five minutes from San Francisco. Albany
has its own Y.M.C.A. annual summer camp for

By ARTHUR J. KIRKPATRICK
Director of Recreation

Vallejo, California

boys and girls, and many
camps are offered by Recrea-

tion Departments, Boy Scouts,

Y.M.C.A., Camp Fire Girls,

Girl Scouts and other organizations of neighbor-

ing cities. It was therefore surprising to learn

that large numbers of children in Albany were be-

ing denied opportunities for camping of any kind.

The many enthusiastic responses to the first an-

nouncement that overnight camps would be con-

ducted by the Recreation Department indicated

that the activity was desired and definitely needed.

The Site

When the Recreation Department first planned

overnight camps the site selected was little more

than a spacious back yard. It was a large play-

ground located in an outlying district of town,

partly surrounded by trees, with a sheltered area

for a camp fire. Had it not been for the opening
of the East Bay Regional Park with its majestic
redwood groves and other virgin forest areas not

more than twenty miles distant, plans would have

been carried out for the in-town camp. Though
this camp could not have offered the same attrac-

tions as the Regional Park site, had the providing
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of transportation for this distance presented too

great an obstacle this in-tovvn camp would have

solved the immediate need. Before the opening of

the Regional Park we had become convinced that

the in-town camp, if carefully planned and pro-

moted, could do much toward providing camping

activity for many boys and girls of the com-

munity. The community that lacks readily acces-

sible out-of-town sites can utilize one of its exist-

ing recreation areas and thereby fulfill the normal

and healthful desire of children to live, for a time,

in the out-of-doors.

Preparing for Camp
Announcements of the camp and the dates

on which it was to be held were made known
to the community through the usual publicity
channels. A special effort was made to get the

information before service clubs and PTA or-

ganizations. This was done with the purpose
of gaining their aid in providing transportation
to and from the camp. Camp dates were plan-
ned in midweek at different times for boys and
for girls, and also on week-ends. In this way
conflicts with family week-end plans and with

Saturday work done by many of the boys were

largely avoided.

Each child was required to register at least three

days before the date set for the trip to camp.
Registration blanks required the name, address

and telephone number of the camper as well as

the signature of the parent. Campers provided
their own bedding, food and cooking utensils.

Upon registering they were instructed to meet at

a designated playground and be ready to leave for

camp at 9 A. M., and they were told that they
would be returned to the same place at 3 130 P. M.

the following day. They also received instructions

as to the blankets and bed-

ding which would be needed,

amount and kinds of food,

cooking utensils that would
be necessary. Campers were

informed that it would not be

possible for them to join the

group if their bedding, food

and utensils were unsatisfac-

tory or inadequate. The en-

forcing of such a rule is nec-

essary, for we found that re-

gardless of every precaution
some children would arrive

at camp with inadequate pro-

"There are few adults today who lived as

children in the country or in a sparsely

settled residential district, who cannot re-

call with intense pleasure their childhood

experiences in sleeping out-of-doors.

Often a spacious back yard supplied all

that was needed for a place to pitch a

tent, build a camp fire and prepare one's

own food, Imagining the camp located in

the midst of a boundless forest. Nowa-

days back yards in the city are difficult

to find, and city ordinances make open

camp fires impossible. Some way must be

found of giving children this opportunity."

visions which might cause discomfort for all. An
incidental fee of twenty-five cents was charged to

help defray the cost of hot chocolate which was

served to all campers at supper, and lemonade or

punch which was served with lunch. In cases

where even this small fee could not be paid

special arrangements were made. A limited num-

ber of blankets and utensils were also provided

when it was discovered that lack of these things

would prohibit a child's attendance.

When camps were conducted on Saturday

nights which extended into Sunday morning, it

was made clear in the publicity or announcements

that outdoor Sunday morning services would be

held under the leadership of a competent director.

Transportation

Transportation for the eighteen mile trip was

provided by an automobile caravan. Members of

service clubs donated the use of their cars on one

occasion, but it was found that PTA organiza-

tions had less difficulty in providing cars with

drivers, as the women were free to make the trip

during the day. Only those cars were used that

were available for both trips to and from the

camp. Drivers and owners of cars were always

informed that in the case of an accident they

would be liable just as on any other occasion.

Careful travel by caravan led by the camp di-

rector, however, is the best insurance against pos-

sible accident. Another method of transportation

would be by chartered bus, which would relieve

the Recreation Department of all possibility of re-

sponsibility or blame in the case of accident.

Conducting the Camp
No provision for a nurse or doctor was necessary

as ambulance service or medical aid which might
be needed in case of a serious

accident or sudden sickness

at camp could be obtained by

telephone. Because it was

possible to reach parents im-

mediately by the same means,

many children were permit-

ted to join the camp whose

parents had refused to allow

them to attend other camps
located at greater distances

from home.

The conduct of camp and

camp activities was in most

(Continued on Page 110)
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What 0ames for the Day Camp?

FOR
THE PAST three years, both

summer and winter, a Day

Outing Camp program has

been conducted by the Works

Progress Administration of the City of New York

for Xew York City children. Considerable progress

has been made in the development of the program

during this time, and the selection of appropriate

game material has received special attention.

The purpose of the day camp program is to

awaken a consciousness of the joys and values of

recreation in woodland, rustic or waterway sur-

roundings, and to implant a kind of outdoors fa-

miliarity which will identify individuals with

woodlore and nature lore. All this will be a sat-

isfying equipment for leisure time, since such di-

version may be engaged in with much or little ex-

penditure of money.
The term day camp was chosen with the idea

that in itself it conveyed an immediate impression

of primitive conditions, with something of a chal-

lenge to adventurous spirit. It is important, there-

fore, to confine activities to those which most

strongly emphasize these interests. In long term

camps the day-after-day living conditions con-

tribute to this aim, while the fleeting exposure of

day campers to such near-rug-

ged environment as may be

found in or close to cities can-

not be depended upon to sup-

ply the need adequately.

Some part of every program
is devoted to games chosen not

only for the reasons mention-

ed, but to add new interests

rather than cling to those al-

ready known and accepted.

By MAUDE L. DRYDEN
Senior Project Supervisor

Day Outing Camps

"A Nature game is not a substitute

for Nature education but is a part
of it. Nature play is instinctive and

has the power of developing the play

habit. Childhood is the time for de-

veloping this play habit in the out of

doors. If neglected, the individual

will usually be deficient in that par-

ticular training. Man is the only ani-

mal that ever neglects or trains away
from the games of Nature."

William G. Vinal.

Real effort is made to eliminate

the games used on the city streets

and playgrounds. For instance,

the children's resquests for base-

ball would be acceded to only with a new group
and for the purpose of gaining control or confi-

dence. Other active woods-like games would be

substituted as soon as feasible.

In the WPA day camp project are two types
of groups. One group is made up of children who
attend neighborhood organizations after school

hours and Saturdays ; the other is made up of the

children from the public school class rooms in

winter and the Board of Education play schools

in summer. For the neighborhood camps the fol-

lowing games are good examples: "Duck on the

Rock," "Leap Frog," "Over the Brook," "Mid-

night," "Hare and Hounds," "Run, Sheep Run,"
"Ride Him Cowboy," "Stealing Sticks" and

"Prisoner's Base." Instructions for these may be

found in any game book.

Many common games can be played with the

use of short branches and rocks instead of regu-

lation equipment. Where the Indian theme is

stressed, branches of proper thickness can be cut

into required lengths and decorated with symbols
and painted. "Club Snatch

Bombardment" and "Poison"

are games that can well use

such natural material to re-

place the usual Indian clubs.

Among the games that will

crystalize nature lore are the

following :

Nature Games

Trees and the Wind. Players
are divided into -two equal
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sides "Trees" and "Wind" each side having a

home marked off at opposite ends of play space

with the wind. "Trees" pick a tree such as oak,

sumac or birch. They walk over to the "Wind" who
stand on their line ready to run and guess what

tree the other side may be. As soon as the

right tree is named all the trees run for home
the wind chasing after them. Any trees caught
become prisoners of the wind. The rest of the

trees play with the wind again taking a different

name until all the trees have been caught in a

given time. Then the wind and trees exchange

places.

This is a combination of running and guessing,

correlating nature study with play and using
names of familiar trees, such as the following :

7. Oak
8. Sweet-locust

9. Honey Locust
10. Black Walnut
n. Cedar
12. Pine

1. Tulip
2. Elm
3. Black Cherry
4. Red Cherry
5. White Maple
6. Red Maple

Birdcatcher. Type Tag game
Number of Players Ten to thirty

Supplies None.

"Birdcatcher" stands in clearing. Other play-

ers are given names of birds. Each group of

"birds" is divided in two subgroups of equal num-

ber, which are placed in "nests," marked on op-

posite sides of clearing.

When the birdcatcher calls the name of a bird,

all the birds bearing that name must change nests.

The birdcatcher tries to catch them while they are

in the clearing. All the players who are tagged
are put into the cage (marked at one end of

clearing). When all the birds are in the cage the

first bird caught becomes the birdcatcher. If the

group is large have two birdcatchers. Use names
of familiar birds such as:

6. Hawk (Sparrow)
7. Woodpecker (Downy)
8. Flicker

9. Quail

1. Starling
2. Chickadee

3. Sea-gull

4. Sparrow (English)
5. Blue Jay

Beast, Bird, Fish. All Ages. Team Type of Ani-

mal Games.

Divide the players into teams A and B. Seat

teams opposite each other in any convenient man-
ner. Parallel lines are best. An A member starts

the game by throwing an object, such as a knotted

handkerchief, soft ball or bean bag to any B mem-
ber, calling, as he throws, one of the words :

"beast, bird, fish." The instant after calling he

starts to count ten. Before he reaches ten the B

player who received the object must name either

a beast, bird or fish, depending upon what the A
player called. If the B player fails to name a

correct object before the thrower counts ten, one

point is scored for A team. Similarly, a point is

scored if an object that was previously named is

mentioned a second time. The teams throw al-

ternately ; the one wins that has the greater num-

ber of points at the end of a time limit.

Notes for leaders : It adds to the fun to permit
a player who cannot think of a name quickly to

throw the handkerchief to a team mate at least

two players distant. He calls "Help" while

throwing.

Nature Chase. This is a woodsy adaptation of

birds, trees and flowers to a playground game of

chase.

Two captains choose sides and determine which

team shall be "chasers" and which "runners."

Then the playing space, usually a road, is marked

with three lines one a starting line 60 to 100 feet

from the second or take-off line, which is three

feet from the third or safety line. The runners

and chasers, respectively, retire behind their safety

and starting lines. The runners decide upon the

name either of a bird, tree, flower or plant, keep-

ing the decision secret from the chasers. To il-

lustrate, if they decide upon a bird, say wood-

pecker, the runners advance to the take-off line

and announce to the chasers that they are birds.

Now the game actually starts.

Under the direction of their captain, the chas-

ers huddle in a compact mass and decide upon a
number of birds. Each player is then assigned a

certain bird. They return to the starting line,

three feet from the opponents, who are behind

the take-off line, and the active part of the game
begins. The first chaser calls loudly the name of

the bird assigned to him. If it is not the one
selected by the runners they yell in unison

"Wrong."
The next chaser then names a bird. When

"Woodpecker" is called, the runners instantly
dash for safety behind the safety line, pursued by
the chasers. The chasers receive one point for

each player tagged. The team wins that has more

points at the end of an even number of innings.
Notes for leaders: It is advisable to permit

players to select only such nature objects as are

indigenous to the part of the country in which

they live. When players fail to name the object
selected by their opponents, after each member
named one thing, they tend to give up. They
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should be encouraged to retire and think of more

objects and keep trying until successful. A name
should be used only once during a game.

Birds of Prey. Corner Ball may easily be made
a nature game. The ball may be given the name
of a bird and the goalies each can take the name
of a tree. When team A is in possession of the

bird, team B will became birds of prey and will

attempt to prevent team A from sending the bird

line to form the net. The players in the other

goal are the fish. At a given signal the players

change goals. The net tries to catch as many fish

as possible by surrounding them. The fish can

escape only through the opening between the ends

of the net
; they cannot go under the arms. When

the ends close together, all go back to their goals.

The fish then join hands and become the net.

The game continues in this way, each group being

Courtesy Art Service Project, WPA, New York City

safely into a tree. If team A succeeds in getting

the bird safely into a tree, team B must give up
one of its hawks and then they take the ball and

team A becomes the birds of prey and team B
tries to send the bird safely into a tree. The team

having the larger number of men at the end of

the game is declared the winner.

Catch of Fish. A goal is marked off at each end

of the field, and the players, divided into two

equal groups, take their positions in the two goals.

The players in one goal join hands and stand in

alternately fish and net until all of one side are

caught.

Other Types of Games

The children from the public schools have a

program arranged so that during the regular

school term their class room work will be em-

phasized in all their camping experiences.

Numbers is one game that is used to stress

arithmetic. Players form a circle and each player
is given a number. Leader stands in the center of
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the circle and calls a number, for example 8. The

.player whose number is 8 must run into the circle

and catch the ball before it touches the ground.
If he fails to catch the ball one point is scored

against him ; three points put him out of the game.
If he catches the ball he becomes the leader. Di-

vision, subtraction, addition and multiplication

may be used. Example : to call the number 6, the

leader may call any of the following ways, 12

divided by 2, 18 divided by 3, 10 minus 4, or to

make it more difficult, 3 times 8 plus 4 minus 10

divided by 3, etc.

Another device used was to step off distances

between opposing lines, counting the number of

children for each leader, calculating how many
periods of recreation were possible in the time

allotted.

My Friend is a game used in connection with

geography. Players are arranged in a circle. One

child in the center, who is "it," says "My friend

wears wooden shoes," and couuts while pointing

to some one in the circle. If this person does not

say "Netherlands" or "Holland" before ten is

counted, he must replace the person in the center.

"It" may say "My friend lives in a country where
'

or "My friend's national emblem is the

Shamrock, Thistle, Dragon, etc."

Old Man of the Woods is a good day camp
game for use with the children of the public

schools. The players are divided into two groups,
which form into two lines facing each other a

short distance apart. One group is chosen to

"act" (after deciding upon some action repre-

senting Old Man's occupation). They advance a

few steps saying "Here comes Old Man from the

Woods." The second group says "What can he

do?" First group replies "Anything." Second

group says "Work away." At this command all

players in first group imitate an occupation
such as chopping wood, sawing lumber, pick-

ing fruit, rowing a boat, building a fire. The sec-

ond group guesses what the action represents, and,
if correct, they take a turn at performing. If the

guess is wrong the first group retires to decide on

another occupation, returns and acts it until the

second group guesses correctly, when the order is

reversed.

A class that is learning about Switzerland may
use a rope and alpine stock (improvised from
branch of tree) and hike over the rockiest and
hilliest route in the park. They will probably
make weird attempts at yodeling !

I Like is a game that may be adapted to any

subject that has been taught in the class room and

lends itself very well to nature subjects. Five to

fifteen may play and will need a large soft ball.

Players form a line with "It" standing in front a

few feet away. All players take the name of a

rock, for instance, that has been discussed previ-

ously. One "rock" is chosen to be "It." "It"

stands on a line with one hand on the ball ready
to throw at the rocks who are standing in the

line marked off about four feet away. When the

rock who is "it" calls out "granite," all the play-

ers start to run and the player who is "granite"

must run up to "it," take the ball and call out

"Halt" ! Runners must stop immediately when he

tries to hit one of the running rocks. The rock

who is hit then becomes "it" and the game pro-
ceeds until a player has been hit three times. This

player is then put "through the mill" or some

other form of penalty.

Note : Rocks common to New York City day

camp sites are slate, marble, gneiss, sandstone,

fieldspar and quartz. Names of trees, birds, in-

sects, flowers, or any nature subject may be used

instead of rocks.

"All fun" games will find a place in day camps,
and directions for playing these will be found in

Rodgers' A Handbook of Stunts. These are espe-

cially good to use for Council Ring ceremonies.

Singing Games. Many of the singing games
may be used to introduce folk dancing. Some of

these are "Lads and Lassies," "Jump Jim Crow,"

"Pop Goes the Weasel."

Sense Games. Among the popular sense games
are the following :

Sight Find an object in plain sight. The first

one to see it sits down but does not tell.

Touch Blindfold the children and have one

child come up to be examined (felt) as to wear-

ing apparel, etc., for identification.

Hearing Find an object by loud and soft

music.

Smell Blindfold and guess articles by odors.

Taste Blindfold and guess nature samples by
taste.

It is difficult to distinguish between activities

that fall into the category of games and those of

slightly more woodcraft nature, for there are hikes

of many sorts that might almost be classed as

games. The "compass" hike or "point to point"
hike is of this type. The collection hike is another.

(Continued on page 111)



GIVEN
a short-term educational

camp with a succession of

groups of underprivileged

boys ranging in age from eight to

fifteen years boys of various na-

tionalities, color and religion is it possible to in-

troduce a program of really good music which the

boys will accept and enjoy?

It was to answer this question that we tried our

experiment, and the result has been a music pro-

gram the content of which most camp directors

would declare impossible of success.

Up to 1934 music at this camp was very much

like that found at most others. College songs,

parodies, humorous songs and yells made up the

repertoire. Songs such as "I Wish I Were Sin-

gle Again," "Old MacDonald Had a Farm," "It

Ain't Gonna Rain No More," and others of simi-

lar nature were called camp music. The concept

of interpretation, of melody, of lasting worth, was

never considered. The sole purpose was to offer

simple songs which might be quickly sung by the

group.

Pleasant Surprises

The campers of the summer of 1934 found to

their amazement two junior counselors, not much

older than themselves, who played a violin and a

cello. They learned that these young men, along

with the music counselor, comprised a trio and

that they were there to play whenever the oppor-

tunity presented itself. Not only was the trio an

innovation, but new songs were to be taught and

sung at a definite period each day. The words of

each song were lettered on a large sheet of paper
which made an easily readable chart. At first the

thought came to mind that this formality and

these songs would end any spontaneity in singing

and that the failure to use simple, humorous songs

would be a real loss which the campers would feel.

But to the amazement of everyone it was discov-

ered that there were songs included in the chart

which were just as humorous,

gleeful and full of fun as those

eliminated, yet they were rich in

content.

When the campers became

aware that "The Frog Went A-

Courting" and "Good "Little

By ROBERT RUBIN
Director, Camp Henry

Henry Street Settlement

The purpose of the writer in pre-

paring this material has been to

share with the practical camp di-

rector an experiment in music for

the camp program which has been

successful for three summers.

Cricket" were lots of fun to sing,

there was no stopping them. The

older campers favored "Wraggle

Taggle Gypsies" and "Rolling Down
to Rio," along with the "Zuni Sun-

set Song" and others. ,

When the campers' enthusiasm had been won,
the rest was comparatively easy sailing. The camp-
ers learned the songs by rote and sang in unison.

The leaders were always ready to adapt the choice

of songs to the interest shown by each successive

group. The songs used were varied in character,

simple and tuneful, and they were presented in an

interesting variety. No song was added to the

chart unless it had significance and had proven its

worth throughout many years. Songs such as the

English "Keys of Canterbury," the French "On
the Bridge of Avignon," the Czech "Shine Upon
Me, Golden Sunlight," the Italian "The Wheel-

barrow Loaders," and the Kentucky mountain

"Swapping Songs" are examples. Perhaps the fol-

lowing picture will bring out the thought more

clearly.

Procedures and Outcomes

Because of the camp set-up the music period

was conducted immediately after the rest period

which followed lunch, although a more desirable

time would have been in the morning. The camp-
ers gathered in the play house and seated them--

selves in a semicircle facing the chart and piano.

Two campers were given the privilege of turning
the sheets of the chart. The music counselor was at

the piano, and when all the campers were seated

he began to play. Before the music period he had

prepared a plan of procedure so he knew exactly

the order of the songs. The campers sang in uni-

son, and a reflection of the meaning of the songs
was evident on their faces. Occasionally one of

the campers led the singing. The music session,

though definitely scheduled for all the campers,
was entirely informal in spirit.

After four or five songs had

been sung/ the music counselor

announced that the trio would

play, say, the Beethoven "Min-
uet" in G. Highbrow stuff? Not
at all ! The selection was some-

thing the children were eager to
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hear because the music counselor the night before

had told them some very interesting and vital

stories about Beethoven's wonderful inner powers

despite his deafness, and the campers were curi-

ous and interested to hear what this composer had

written.

One music counselor, asked to explain his work

at the camp, said :

"The music situation this year remains funda-

mentally unchanged. The songs which have been

sung here for the past two seasons are used, and

in addition a number of Negro spirituals and folk

songs not previously used have been introduced.

The trio, now an institution at this camp, play the

music of the great masters and solos are rendered

on occasion by the violinist, the cellist and the

pianist. During the two weeks' stay of each group
an operetta is produced by the campers, the Gil-

bert and Sullivan operettas, "Pinafore" and "The

Pirates of Penzance" being used. At least ten

boys participated in these.

"The musical activity is broadened by the tell-

ing of stories concerning music and musicians and

by listening to suitable radio programs. The chil-

dren like the music. This is evidenced by the spon-
taneous singing of the newly learned songs at

every opportunity. The Negro spirituals are espe-

cially popular. On particularly hot days the music

hour is conducted under a tree on the campus. On
such occasions no instrumental music is used.

However, at each outdoor session a violin or cello

solo is played.

"Our aim is essentially realized. The children

are given a variety and breadth of musical experi-

ence, and some insight into how composers work
and what inspires them. These activities show
classical music to be a logical and rational develop-
ment of folk music, and folk music is shown to

be a definite reflection of the lives of the nations

producing it. Thus the power of reinterpretation

of the folk songs by the campers is greatly aug-

mented. An indication of the interest aroused was

given when a boy who had been at camp during

the summer mailed to me a clipping concerning a

composer and explained that the stories he had

heard at camp had acted as the incentive to his

seeking further stories about musicians."

There was more to the music program than the

learning of certain songs. For some children this

was the first time they had been exposed to good
music. Although the exact effect the music hour

made on the children cannot be measured objec-

tively, there seems to have been a definite result

obtained. For example, the campers sang the folk

songs not only during the music hour but also

during their camp work, their shack clean-up and

on their bus trips home, all this singing being

spontaneous and real.

Two Questions and Answers

Two questions arise. "Why have a formal

music hour?" "Does this music program presup-

pose the complete displacement of the better tra-

ditional camp songs?"

In answer to the first question it may be said

that in a short-term camp certain freer educational

methods of procedure must be waived for practi-

cal results. It would have been far better to have

had attendance at the music session optional. Such
a process, however, though educationally sound,
would have taken in only a limited number of

children, and before the rest became interested

their short vacation would have ended.

In reply to the second question, it may be said

that the better traditional camp songs, associated

as they are with happy camp memories, should

not be too suddenly eliminated. It is strongly felt,

however, that the new folk songs with their su-

perior quality will gradually assume greater sig-

nificance in the minds of the campers, and as

these songs become associated with camp experi-

ence, they will become the traditional songs.

The Folk Songs Used

NAME OF SONG SOURCE PUBLISHER

A-Roving
Coasts of High Barbary
Keys of Canterbury
Wraggle Taggie Gypsies Ot

Folk Songs, Chanteys and Singing
Games, Edited by Charles H.
Farnsworth and Cecil J. Sharp

H. W. Gray Co.
159 East 48th Street, New York City

All God's Chillun Got Wings
Go Down Moses
It's Me O Lord
Little David Play on Yo' Harp
Swing Low Sweet Chariot

Water Boy

The Book of American Negro
Spirituals

Viking Press, Inc.

18 East 48th Street, New York City
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NAME OF SONG SOURCE PUBLISHER

Billv Bo\ Shantv Book, Part I,

Edited by R. R. Terry
J. Curwen
Germantown, Philadelphia

Little Purple Poppy
The Outlet

Botsford Collection of Folk Songs,
Volume I

G. Schirmer, Inc.

3 East 43rd Street, New York City

// >(/.</; <r Song
Wheelbarrow Loaders

Botsford Collection of Folk Songs,
Volume II

G. Schirmer, Inc.

Come You Here Laddie
Rada Song

Botsford Collection of Folk Songs,
Volume III

G. Schirmer, Inc.

Cricket and the Ant
Driving Away at the Smoothing Iron
On the Bridge of Avignon
Robin Hood and Little John
Sona of the Good Little Men

Folk Songs of the Four Seasons.
Text and Translation by Susanna

Meyers ; harmonization by
Harvey Officer

G. Schirmer, Inc.

Down in the Valley American Songbag,
hv Carl Sandburg

Harcourt Brace & Co., Inc.

383 Madison Avenue, New York City

Fireflies

Frog and the Mouse
A Book of Songs, Concord Series

No. 14. Edited by Davison,
Surette and Zanzig

E. C. Schirmer Music Co.
221 Columbus Avenue, Boston, Mass.

Good \ight Beloved
Shine Upon Me, Golden Sunlight

Twenty-four Bohemian Folk Songs,

Compiled by Pizek
G. Schirmer, Inc.

John Peel Laurel Unison Song Book C. C. Birchard & Co.
221 Columbus Avenue, Boston, Mass.

Land of Heart's Desire

Reiving Ship
Road io the Isles

Songs of the Hebrides,

by Kennedy, Fraser and
Kenneth Macleod

Boosey & Co.

Steimvay Hall, New York City

Morning Comes Early
Tiritoinba

Folk Songs and Ballads, Set I E. C. Schirmer Music Co.

Organ Grinder Franz Schubert

Opus 89

Carl Fischer, Inc.

56 Cooper Square, New York City

Peddler Concord Series No. 15 E. C. Schirmer Music Co.

Rolling Down to Rio Rudyard Kipling Poems
Set to music by Edward German

H. W. Gray Co.

Sunrise Call

Sunset Song
Traditional Songs of the Zuni

Indians, Transcribed and har-

monized by Carlos Troyer

Theodore Presser Co.
1712 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa.

Swapping Song
The Toad's Courtship

Twenty Kentucky Mountain

Songs

Oliver Ditson Co., Inc.

166 Terrace, Boston, Mass.

Instrumental Music Used

By the Trio

Beethoven Minuet in G
Brahms Waltzes

Chopin Waltzes

Grieg Norwegian Dance

Schubert Moment Musicale

Haydn Trios

Ernest Bloch Three Nocturnes

Max Bruch Kol Nidre

Mozart Trios

Cesar Cui Orientale (from "Kaleidoscope")

As Solos

Violin

Cesar Cui Orientate

D'Ambrosia Canzonetta

Fritz Kreisler Transcriptions and Original

Pieces

Haydn Minuet Allegro

Handel Bourree

Franz Drdla Humming Bird

Franz Drdla Souvenir

Cello

Gabriel Faure Elegie

Saint Saens Allegro Appassionata
Corelli F. Major Sonata

J. S. Bach Arioso

David Popper Gavotte

Van Gones Scherzo

J. S. Bach Adagio

J, S. Bach Bourree (From III Suite)

Piano

Beethoven Moonlight Sonata

Beethoven Pathetique Sonata

Debussy Golliwogs Cakewalk



"Ride a

Cock Horse"

THE
HORSE may be permanently displaced on

the highways by the "horseless carriage," but

in a number of recreation departments and

among private groups it is coming back into its

own on shaded bridle paths with the formation of

riding clubs as an integral part of a program of

recreational and social activities.

A Recreation Department Club

The Wyoming Valley Equestrian Club was or-

ganized in the city of Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania,

in June 1933, under the direction of the Play-

ground and Recreation Association of Wyoming

Valley. The club was initiated by a group of five

girls who wished to ride, but found the horses and

equipment available unsatisfactory and the price

too high.

These girls, in an attempt to solve the problem,

visited many farms and so-called academies and,

finally, a proud possessor of three horses was

found who said he would buy another horse or

two and give a fifty percent reduction in the cur-

rent price if he could be guaranteed at least ten

riders a week. Each interested person then per-

suaded a friend to ride a horse at least once. This

"friend-ask-friend" system, coupled with pictures

of local people in smart habits and articles in the

newspapers, launched the club on its way to more

than a hundred members. As the interest in the

club 'increased, commercial riding academies start-

ed to grow overnight with a vast improvement in

equipment and horses. Today there are eight

academies in and about Wyoming Valley, each

owning from ten to fifty horses.

The object of the club is to stimulate and en-

courage interest in riding and to bring together in

Courtesy Playground and Recreation Association of Wyoming Valley

a social way those who wish to participate in this

sport. To this end the Wyoming Valley Eques-

trian Club prepared and carried out a program of

activities, duly recognizing existing efforts and

facilities and creating new ones only as needed.

It keeps in touch with other organizations of per-

sons interested in riding by friendly exchange of

information.

In order to be a member of the Equestfian

Club, all applicants must serve three months on

probation, during which they must have complet-

ed ten hours of supervised riding. They are then

admitted to the club, but are not permitted to wear

the club pin until they have completed twenty-five

hours of riding, using standard equipment (Eng-
lish saddle). The membership fee is five dollars

a year.

In the fall a breakfast ride and a Hallowe'en

party were held, and the group participated in the

Horse Show and Music Ride sponsored by the

lOQth Field Artillery. All participants in the show

as well as the spectators were invited to attend the

club's Horse Show Ball which followed the Show.

An Equestrian Night is held once a week dur-

ing the winter at the local Armory where indoor

riding is available. The riding hall is reserved for

club members only. Beginners are given instruc-

tion from six o'clock until seven, intermediates

from seven until eight, and the balance of the

evening is devoted to drills and jumping.

During each year two over-night rides are

planned. The club members either ride across the

countryside until a good site is found and pitch

their tents for the night, returning the next day,

or they stay at some farm house where permission
has been obtained and arrangements made in



Now that golf is out of

the "millionaire" class

it is not surprising to

find horseback riding

promoted by Recreation

and Park Departments!

advance. The qualifications of a rider and the

rules governing such a ride are very strict. Each

person participating is instructed in the proper

care of horses and is personally responsible for his

or her mount. It is very often necessary to use

horses from more than one academy, and because

of the number of miles covered good horseman-

ship plays a large part in this activity.

The Wyoming Valley Equestrian Club has a

girls' and a boys' polo team. The difficulty in se-

curing good polo ponies and the reluctance of,

commercial academies in renting horses for this

purpose handicaps this activity to a great extent.

As yet the club itself does not own horses, but five

or six individual members have bought them.

A County Stable

Owned and operated by the Union County Park

Commission, the" Watchung Riding Stable pro-

vides a rich and varied program of activities for

riders. It is located on the main bridle trail in the

Watchung Reservation which has over twenty-
two miles of well-kept bridle paths. At the stable

a new and enlarged lighted ring permits riding

during the early evening hours. An excellent out-

side jumping course is located on the grounds and

is available to horse owners in the vicinity. The
stable is also equipped with an attractive club

room which the patrons are welcome to use at any
time.

The Park Commission owns seventeen school

horses which are hired out, on all days, at $1.50

per hour. A book of riding tickets is sold for

$10.00 and gives the buyer $12.00 worth of rides,

thereby reducing the hourly rate to $1.25. Ten
new horses were purchased during 1936 to meet

an increased demand. The stable accommodates

fifty horses. Individual instruction in horseback

riding is offered at $1.50 per hour. Organized

classes of eight or more riders are given free in-

struction.

During late spring and in the summer months

the stable is open on Monday, Tuesday, and Wed-

nesday evenings for business people and others

who have no time to ride during the day. Moon-

light rides and other activities are arranged for

regular patrons from time to time.

An annual horse show is held in June. The

tenth annual show, on June 6th and 7th of last

year, attracted 1,500 spectators and included

thirty-seven classes and 203 entries. It was the

first year that a two-day show had been held. A
gymkhana is staged each fall for regular riders of

the Watchung Stable. The fourth annual show,

held on October i/th of this year, included nine

classes for horsemanship, saddlehorses, bridle

path hacks, a sweepstakes for open jumping, and

mounted games.

An annual endurance ride is held over a ten-

mile course on the bridle trails, in the Watchung
Reservation. The ride proves of great interest not

only to those having horses entered but to a large

number of spectators as well.

Particular attention has been paid to the or-

ganization of groups of riders by T. N. Tully,

Manager of the Stable. These include the Watch-

ung Rangers, Watchung Girls' Troop, a Boys' and

Girls' Riding Club, a women's riding class, and

various school groups.

The Watchung Rangers are a group of boys of

varying ages who ride on Saturday mornings.

(Continued on baqe 112)
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I'll See You at Atlantic City!"

" \L SEE YOU AT ATLANTIC ClTY !"

Yes, you can say that with a good deal of

confidence because many of your friends will

be there. Letters, long distance calls and personal

inquiries give clear indication of the growing in-

terest and assured attendance.

The program is practically complete. The co-

operation that has been shown by outstanding

board members, educators from colleges and pub-
lic schools, recreation executives and others, has

been splendid. The discussion groups alone enlist

the leadership of 150 men and women as presid-

ing officers, discussion leaders and summarizers.

The printed list of questions, which will be used

in the discussion groups are in the mails within

the next two weeks. Every section of the country
will be represented by executives and lay leaders,

officials and volunteers.

Since the last issue of RECREATION many new
names have been added to the list of speakers and

leaders. Among these are Frank S. Lloyd, Pro-

fessor of Education, New York University; H.

J. Baker, Director, Cooperative Extension Work
in Agriculture and Home Economics, New Bruns-

wick, New Jersey ;
Dr. F. W. Maroney, Teachers

College, Columbia University; Ernest M. Best,

President, Springfield College; Julian H. Salo-

mon, Field Coordinator, National Park Service,

Washington, D. C. ; Hon. Richard Hartshorn,

Judge, East Orange, New Jersey; Ellen Eddy
Shaw, Brooklyn Botanic Garden; Mrs. Ruby M.

Payne, Crispus Attucks Recreation and Com-

munity Center, Lancaster, Pennsylvania; George
W. Farny, mining engineer, Morris Plains, New
Jersey; George Hjelte, Superintendent of Recre-

ation, Los Angeles, California; Professor Emery
E. Olson, American University, Washington, D. C. ;

Mrs. Eva W. White, Elizabeth Peabody House,

Boston; Professor Harley T. Lutz, Department
of Economics, Princeton University; J. E. Ben-

nett, Commissioner of Public Affairs, Portland,

Oregon; Dr. O. E. Jennings, Carnegie Museum,
Pittsburgh; William H. Tur-

ner, Secretary, Conservation

Association of Regina, Sas-

katchewan, Canada; Walter

Scott, Superintendent of Rec-

reation, Long Beach, Cali-

fornia; Byrnes MacDonald,
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Sixth Deputy Police Commissioner, New York

(Mr. MacDonald has developed neighborhood

councils and the special police program for the

prevention of delinquency in New York City) ;

F. L. McReynolds, Extension Specialist, 4-H

Club, Purdue University; Arthur S. Hotchkiss,

Director of Recreation, Tennessee Coal, Iron and

Railroad Company, Birmingham, Alabama; V. K.

Brown, Chief, Recreation Division, Chicago Park

District; Professor George Shipman, Princeton

University; F. G. Crawford, School of Citizen-

ship and Public Affairs, Syracuse University;

Harold S. Buttenheim, Editor, American City,

and Col. Ernest G. Smith, publisher, Wilkes

Barre, Pa.

Radio Round Table

The radio round table will be one of the most

interesting features of the program. The subject

is intriguing "Is Public Recreation Pampering
Youth?" Mr. John G. Winant will be master of

ceremonies. He will state the question, explain

what is meant by public recreation and review

some of the questions raised by people who really

believe that recreation pampers youth. Mr. Otto

T. Mallery, lawyer, connected with the Play-

ground and Recreation Association of Philadel-

phia, will share in the discussions from the point

of view of the business man
;
Mrs. James H. Van

Alen will represent the lay woman's point of

view; George Hjelte will speak for recreation,

and Edward Ballinger, a student at New York

University, will speak for youth.

This able group should answer with some

finality the questions so often heard :

"Why do we now need leaders of recreation?

We grew up without them."

"Is too much being done now for young
people?"

"Do they appreciate it after all ?"

"Does public recreation destroy originality?"

"Why should we give money for amusement?"

Board Members, Committee-
men and Volunteers

The Twenty-Second National Recreation

Congress will be held at Atlantic City
May 17-21. The Headquarters Hotel will

be the Ambassador. It is not too late

for you to make your plans to attend.

This Congress will be mark-
ed by an unusually large rep-

resentation of board members,
committeemen and volunteers.

(Continued on page 113)



Why Not a Stay-at-Home Vacation?

WHY
NOT ENJOY a stay-at-

home vacation ?

This was the question

that came to mind after a casual

encounter and even more casual

words, the other afternoon.

"New Yorkers are almost

strangers in their home town,"

declared the dynamic little lady

who is "chief" of all the "white

collar'' projects of the New
York City Works Progress Ad-

ministration.

"That applies to America gen-

erally/' I agreed, "In spite of our motor and trail-

ers and auto camps."
She smiled. "That seems so. I live across from

the Brooklyn Botanical Garden," she continued,

"I go walking there on week-ends and can you
believe this? I rarely hear English spoken dur-

ing those walks! German, French, Czech, Span-

ish, yes, and even Polish and Russian, but only a

few old couples are speaking the English tongue.

The younger generation pass our gorgeous Bo-

tanical Garden by if they even know it exists."

Two images crossed my mind the quaint

planting of annuals in Central Park that is called

Shakespeare's Garden, since it gives root to every

flower and herb mentioned by the bard, and the

charm of the tip of Manhattan Island whose rocky

crest is crowned with Fort Tryon Park. Though
I have lived in New York nearly two decades, I

had only discovered these treasures a few days

before. Most of us scarcely know our own towns

or our own country.

One of the most fruitful phases of the WPA
Recreation Department program has been the

opening to youth and adult the possibilities within

their neighborhood for leisure time activity.

Pocketbooks that are lean and ever so many
still are in that condition may not support a vaca-

tion away from home. Even if the call of moun-

tains, lakes and ocean must be denied, why should

families not find rest and recreation by experi-

menting in a Stay-at-Home vacation ? For father,

the office will not be calling in the mornings ;
for

the children, school bells will not be ringing. With

the entire family at home, the enjoyment of the

vacation period can be limited only by lack of re-

By MARESE ELIOT
Public Information Service, WPA

New York City

A stay-at-home vacation will give

you a chance to discover what your

community has to offer you in the

way of leisure time opportunities.
And you'll be surprised to find out

how much there is to enjoy without

leaving your own home! Set out on
a journey of discovery this summer!

sourcefulness on the part of the

individual members and can be

measured by their determination

to make the time mutually re-

creative.

Getting Ready for Vacation

In planning such a stay-at-

home period, the first activity

that should be undertaken in

advance of vacation time is an

investigation of the neighbor-

hood and all it can offer for rec-

reation. This is group activity

for winter and spring evenings as the family

gathers around the hearth after dinner.

Suppose you decide to experiment this year.

Find a map of the locality in which you live. Sev-

eral types are useful but those readily available

through the U. S. Geological Survey in Washing-
ton give the correct picture of the terrain, reveal-

ing back roads, elevations, water courses and

lakes. A map, carefully backed with a thin linen

or closely woven cotton, can be folded without

fear of tearing along the creases or at the edges.

Check off parks and other scenic spots as ob-

jectives for hikes and picnics. Gather all the in-

formation concerning these spots and the facilities

they offer for entertainment. The library will

probably contain books that reveal old buildings

and approximate location of historic events. In

the vicinity of New York City sites of old Revo-

lutionary forts are still unknown and light on their

actual location adds a focus to the trip. A folder

can be made for the maps together with such de-

tailed information as train schedules and rates for

train and boat trips both for the places at some

distance and also for the ones that are reachable

by trolley. The knowledge of schedules coming
and going will often save tiresome waits at inade-

quate wayside stations. The gathering of such

data about the neighborhood places of interest

makes a pleasant occupation for the winter and

spring evenings and the results can be neatly filed

away ready for the momentous vacation period.

In the city, locations of municipal pools and

bathing beaches should be ascertained and the

hours and days that they may be used, together
with all information as to the necessary equipment

91



92 WHY NOT A STAY-AT-HOME VACATION?

that the family will need to take advantage of the

pool. If there are no such public places in the

community, then research can be made along

private lines. Some settlements have pools. The

hours and prices may be discovered and filed away
for that hot afternoon during the stay-at-home

vacation when the family feels it must have a

swim. Some of the hotels have pools, as do some

of the larger clubs. Often they have special hours

at reduced rates. The vacation folder can file away
all such data for that occasion when knowledge
is valuable.

Many communities have golf courses that are

open to the public. If the older members of the

family already play golf or have a desire to learn

the game, the information in advance will save

time when vacation days are at hand. This data

should include the necessary permits and the

schedules of the course. Most parks boast of ten-

nis courts which will add to the vacation pleasure

of younger members of the group. In many places

grounds are laid out for croquet and horseshoe

and quoits. Again it will be well to know in ad-

vance and file for reference the methods that must

be employed to use these community activities.

Some of these grounds must be booked in advance,

some require a small fee, some do and some do

not provide the apparatus. Be prepared to take

advantage of the courts during the holidays.

Home Resources Important

Perhaps the family is located in a community
where no such facilities are provided for leisure

time. Then they are thrown back upon the home

resources. If preparation is made in advance of

vacation, the old adage of "no place like home*'

will prove true to the stay-at-home vacationer.

The back yard is the ideal spot around which

to center the holidays at home. Little money will

be needed to develop it so that it can be used not

only for the weeks of entirely free time but also

in those hours of leisure which are growing every

year. Such a playground need not be filled with

costly apparatus in order to provide a healthful,

happy place for adults and children to spend their

leisure.

For the children of the family, slides, swings,

see-saws, as well as sand boxes for the tiny ones,

can all be made by the group themselves. It is a

curious fact that the apparatus which children are

able to construct alone or with the aid and super-
vision of grown ups, often proves more interest-

ing and absorbing than that purchased. Children,

indeed, need materials for construction.

For the small ones, the sand box is the spot in

the play yard which will keep them happy and

quiet for the longest periods. The older members
of the group can construct the frame. The box

should be built of boards carefully planed to pre-

vent splintering. Its depth should be about ten or

twelve inches. The size is regulated by the space
available. A narrow shelf around the top pro-
vides a place for the children to sit and a space on

which they can play. Play materials consist of tin

cups, molds, old spoons, and shells from previous
seashore trips, which make, with the clean sand

filling the box, a source of absorbing interest.

To the side of the fence, the woodshed or on

the laundry pole, a heavy wire twisted into a ring

may be attached. This forms a basketball goal.

Plenty of goal shooting practice is enjoyable dur-

ing vacation time.

With a small plot of turf there can be con-

structed a putting field for father, mother and

neighbors who want to improve their game off the

course. This can be easily made by sinking some
old tin cans in the turf. Provided there is suf-

ficient room, the so-called game of "clock golf"

may be laid out and used with real advantage to

those who need to perfect the putting side of their

game. A net swung in circular form from several

posts may be used as a net into which father can

practice his drive. Using the side of the garage
or the back fence as a backstop, this driving tee

makes an excellent practice ground The same spot
is excellent to practice drive shots for tennis skills.

Hiking is one of the most fascinating and varied

of the family activities which can be enjoyed dur-

ing the vacation period. Family hikes begun at

this time can be continued when the actual holi-

days are only memories. Hikes may be planned
and their course marked on the map during the

winter evenings. They may be begun before the

actual vacation time. A luncheon may be packed
and ready so that on the spring evenings when the

children come from school and father from his

office, the whole family can set out for a walk in

the woods to some scenic spot for a campfire and

supper, drawing a dividend from daylight saving
time! Thus the vacation time can be savoured in

advance and later lengthened into the fall after

the precious holidays are past.

Hiking trips are particularly opportune for de-

veloping hobbies both for the entire family and its

(Continued on paqe 115)



Youth to the Rescue!

Young People of Cleveland work through the NYA
to increase the city's recreational facilities

THE
ADDITION of seventeen playgrounds to

Cleveland's recreation system will not come

merely as a "happening." It will be the re-

sult of careful planning by the Division of Rec-

reation of the Department of Parks and Public

Property, of which J. Noble Richards is Commis-

sioner, the Mayor's Advisory Board on Play-

grounds and Recreation, and the National Youth

Administration. Cooperatively these groups last

August worked out plans for the utilization of the

services of young people in the NYA during the

fall and winter months. The plan involved the

collection and repair of city playground equip-
ment

; the manning of "continuation" playgrounds,
the operation of a workshop for the manufacture

of permanent facilities and the construction of

permanent improvements on city-owned play-

grounds. Such a program, it was Mr. Richards'

plea, would give the young people year-round oc-

cupation, and more would be accomplished for the

city's facilities than municipal appropriations
could make possible for years.

The officials who cooperated in the project were

enthusiastic over the plan. And in addition it was
backed by neighborhood groups and organizations
such as Kiwanis and Rotary Clubs, the American

Legion, garden clubs and foreign groups whose
interest was enlisted in cooperating with the au-

thorities in maintaining play areas, beautifying

them, and securing additional facilities and equip-
ment.

Then They Began!

And so they started out, these young people,
with little in the way of materials or leadership
from skilled workers, but with the will to do!

What they accomplished has

been outstanding.
A large room in the old

Thomas Edison school previ-

ously used by Mr. Richards for

the work of the Cuyahoga
County Recreation Commission
became the workshop of the

It is an interesting story, as told by
Glenn W. Carter of the Cleveland

Division of Recreation, of the work

done by young people of that city

ro improve and increase recreational

equipment and facilities, and to

make possible a richer leisure time

program for themselves and others.

NYA wood and cement projects. A number of

untrained youths were assigned to the projects,

and several broken packing boxes were dragged
from the basement for them to knock apart. Tools

at the beginning of the venture consisted of one

hammer and two old saws. Other tools were

secured later. Green youths worked with green
lumber. The packing boxes were transformed

into work benches. Hands unaccustomed to tools

learned to guide a saw accurately and the myster-
ies of blue prints were carefully explained.

Three thousand feet of lumber were delivered

by NYA and the city together. Supervisors

showed the willing youths how to shape molds

and treat them to keep the wood from warping.
Of course there were difficulties. The experi-

mental stage was a hard one on both youths and

supervisors. Nevertheless they at last went into

production and did a creditable job.

Tons of sand and sacks of cement followed the

building of molds. Just as painstakingly were they

taught to mix and pour the concrete as they had

been instructed in working with wood. At last

they were ready to mix concrete of the right con-

sistency and pour it into the waiting mold's.

Today, stacked neatly, awaiting their turn to

become a part of some city playground, are huge

piles of building blocks, paving blocks, copings,

drinking fountains, park benches both plain and

fancy, horseshoe boxes, curbings, foundations for

handball and shuffleboard courts and ping pong
tables. At the other end of the line are other earn-

est youths who are grading, constructing walks,

straightening the high wire fences and painting

them, building substantial concrete retaining walls

and laying cement blocks and curbings. When the

last cement block has been laid

and the last tree planted, the city

of Cleveland will have seventeen

model playgrounds to gladden
the hearts of thousands of chil-

dren who can forsake the danger
of city streets for a safe and

happy sanctuary.

93



94 YOUTH TO THE RESCUE!

In the basement of Brookside Zoo, another

group began their work repairing an almost un-

believable mass of broken slides, rusty swings

trailing rusty chains and splintered seats, teeters

which are tottering, and the vast hodge-podge of

faulty equipment which has accumulated through
the years.

In another room is a different scene. Here are

slides, repaired and painted, swings whose chains

gleam in the light with a coat of aluminum paint

skilfully applied, giant strides which fairly invite

the small Clevelander to give them a try. Where
a piece of equipment proves hopeless it is taken

apart and parts used to repair more hopeful cases.

Tools and equipment? Borrowed. Material? Odds
and ends of other equipment. The paint was

donated in large part by public-spirited Cleve-

laiiders.

Miles of Nets !

The girls in the NYA shared the honors at the

Central Avenue Bath House. Here a small net

factory is in operation. New basketball, tennis,

volley ball and ping pong nets are being made and

old ones are repaired. This project was started in

the basement of the City Hall at first without even

the aid of looms. The girls followed the proced-

ure shown in a picture in a magazine. The knots,

however, would not stay

put. When the project

was moved out to its

present quarters a su-

pervisor was put in

charge who had been in

the navy for eighteen

years. With the aid of

his nautical knowledge
the girls have learned to

tie a good many knots

per hour.

All these girls had to

start with was six

pounds of nails, twelve

pounds of nuts and

bolts, fifteen pounds of linen twine, and nine

pieces of lumber ! With the lumber the supervisor

fashioned a loom, and with this the girls have

made rapid progress. The nets are thoroughly

tested as the girls finish them and then they re-

ceive a waterproof treatment which is the old

navy man's secret formula.

All the city playgrounds and tennis courts will

now have real nets at surprisingly low cost and

the knots will not slip !

A miniature playground, the work of a young
NYA artist, has been viewed by visitors from all

over the United States. Occupying the space of

an* ordinary table top, it shows a finished play-

ground with benches, drinking fountains, walks

built of cement blocks in mosaic patterns, volley

ball and basketball courts, slides, swings, shelter

house and shade trees.

The outcome of it all ? Many young people who
otherwise would have been unemployed after the

summer season have worked throughout the win-

ter on these NYA projects learning skills which

will help them enter industry. Donations by pub-

lic-spirited citizens, a few borrowed tools chiefly

from the WPA warehouse, scraps of lumber and

a small outlay by the city and NYA will result in

seventeen new playgrounds, all of which will be

completed by the end of the summer.

Large quantities of net

are being made for the

play areas of Cleveland

by eager young workers



rom Bakery to Recreation Center

It takes imagination to see

a recreation center in an

old bakery;
and plenty of

hard work's involved in

making it a reality, but

New Bedford had "what
it takes!"

THOUGH
no longer serving its original purpose,

the Mayflower Bakery building in New Bed-

ford, Massachusetts, is again satisfying a

great hunger the hunger of youth for recrea-

tion! Dark and empty for months, as the North

End Community Center, this building has become

one of the most active of the city's fifteen WPA
recreation centers.

The history of the transformation of the bakery

is an interesting one. Last summer, William

Dimock, WPA Recreation Supervisor, seeing the

crowds flocking to the playground opened on the

former Bristol Mill site, was impressed with the

importance of providing winter recreational fa-

cilities in the same locality. His search for a

building to house activities disclosed a single pos-

sibility a vacant bakery building taken over by
the city for taxes. There were, of course, some

obstacles in the way of securing the use of the

building, but WPA leaders, aided by determined

citizens, overcame opposition and saved the build-

ing from demolition.

With the cooperation of the WPA, the New
Bedford Building Department put the building in

condition for use. A staircase and fire escape were

added to make it conform with safety require-

ments. Heating was installed by using salvaged

heating equipment from other buildings. Light

was made adequate and a platform was put up in

the large upstairs hall to serve as a stage. The

The girls are very proud of the looms

which they have made from cigar boxes

bakery bins with their tiled walls still occupy their

accustomed places ;
the overhead conveyors are in

no one's way and therefore no expense has been

incurred to remove them. The essential require-

ments have been met the building is light, safe

and warm and provides the necessary space. The

average attendance of about 360 boys and girls

each day and evening proves that makeshift quar-
ters matter little as long as the activities they
house are attractive.

There was no difficulty in making the center

known. Principals of schools in the locality, at

Mr. Dimock's request, announced the opening

date of the center as November 2Oth. Nothing re-

mained except to handle the resultant rush for

cards giving privilege of attendance and to sort

out the eager people into age and interest groups.

The center is open twelve hours a day from

9:00 A. M. to 9:00 P. M. Attendance is light dur-

ing early morning hours, being limited for the most

part to unemployed boys and girls past school age

who drop in from time to time. The center be-

comes alive, however, shortly after 11:30 A, M.

when children from the near-by school pour in

to spend their noon hour after eating the lunch-

eon they have brought from home.

There is a lull again after 1 :3O when school

resumes, but with the dismissal of school at 3 :oo

and 3 :3O the tide of boys and girls pours in again.
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Those under fourteen must leave for home by
8 :oo o'clock at the latest but another hour of ac-

tivity continues for the older boys and girls.

The girls' clubs meet in two upstairs rooms

from 3 :oo to 8 rod p. M. and girls have a choice of

athletics, ping pong, tap dancing, and arts and

crafts. The ceilings of the building are too low

for basketball but newcomb and volley ball are

possible and are popular. Games for boys are con-

ducted in the downstairs quarters.

There are five ping pong tables, twenty game
tables, and two tables for reading. Mr. Dimock
and his assistants collect large supplies of maga-
zines which appeal to many of the children be-

tween games.

Community singing is frequently organized and

amateur dramatic programs are arranged. Fathers'

and mothers' nights have been held bringing out a

large attendance.

Behavior problems have been few and they are

easily handled. The exceptional boy or girl who

persists in misbehaving is asked to turn in his or

her card and stay away from the center. The few
whom it has been necessary to discipline in this

way were told that they could return and talk over

the question of readmission when they felt they
were ready to try again. One day of staying out-

side has usually been sufficient.

One requirement is that the attendance cards

must be shown to a worker on each visit to the

center. In this way a complete attendance record

is kept.

The staff of the center consists of fiye men and
five women instructors working on a shift basis,

a woman attendant in the girls' quarters, in addi-

tion to three door attendants, three janitors and a

watchman.

Other Youth Centers

The Mayor of Lock Haven, Pennsylvania, has

given the use of the city hall basement to the

NYA as a community center for the youth of the

city. One of the 'two large rooms is serving as a

reading and game room and is equipped with ping

pong, dart baseball, table shuffleboard, checkers

and other quiet games. Between 75 and 100 boys

a day visit the center. A second room is being

equipped to attract girls. The NYA is also hold-

ing classes for both boys and girls in the high

school gymnasium.

In Sunbury, Pennsylvania, a parish house is

being utilized as a youth center. The building has

a small gymnasium which can be used for volley |
ball and low organized games, an auditorium with I

a small but serviceable stage, a club room which is
'

used by the sewing class, and a game room which I

will be used for ping pong and quiet games. Four

dramatic groups have been organized which will I

put on a play every two weeks. In cooperation

with the Pennsylvania Safety Council, the NYAl
is broadcasting dramatizations to help in the

movement to reduce accidents in the state.

Meadville, Pennsylvania, has opened a recrea-

tion hall for its youth on the third floor of a

building in a business district. There is a large

open game room which is used every afternoon

and three evenings a week for ping pong, check-

ers, dart baseball and similar games. There is a

stage which has been built by the boys, a class-

room, a workshop and an office. The average at-

tendance is thirty-five in the afternoon, forty-five
j

in the evening. In the classroom there are classes

in sewing, weaving and basketry for girls, with

woodworking for boys. There are also classes in

painting, music and drama, attended by both boys

and girls.

Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt in her syndicated

column, "My Day," speaks of the youth centers

she has seen in the course of her travels. Describ-

ing one in' El Reno, Oklahoma, she says :

"The boys and girls have done all the work on

this little house. At the back the boys have a shop

in which they did the plumbing, wiring and car-

pentry work. The girls have made curtains, will

do cooking and will have a room in which type-

writers and sewing machines are available. This v

will be a recreation and work center to encourage

young people to learn new things outside of school i

that may be useful in their daily lives. I think any I

community will be interested in this and may find

greater possibilities than they had first visualized i

for helping the young people of the community to

develop a variety of new interests,"

The Recreation Commission of Mt. Vernon, N.

Y., is conducting a community center for girls

with club rooms open from 3 :oo to 5 130 and from

7 130 to 9 130 P. M. Classes are conducted in cook-

ing, sewing, folk dancing, dramatics, handcraf t and -

music, and special interest groups are organized.

Parties are held several times during the year. |

When the club rooms are not being used by the \

girls, there is a program for mothers consisting of

classes in sewing and mending, knitting and cook-

ing. While the mothers are in classes their chil-

dren are provided with play activities.



A Parade Is Passing By!

A/THOUGH county-wide approval had greeted

our 1935 Playground Circus as a climaxing

event of the playground season, the super-

visors and workers of Fairmont's fourteen play-

grounds were unwilling to take the easy way of

merely repeating for the 1936 season something

that had been done before, however successfully.

It was decided that the 1936 event would be a

Playground Revue of the Nations including a

parade with floats through the city and a revue in

a large auditorium.

It was an ambitious choice, but we wished to

impress the citizens of Fairmont with the import-

ance of our recreational program. A director and

costume designer were appointed and plans were

soon under way. The venture quickly enlisted the

interest of several citizen groups in Fairmont.

Within two days of its announcement local

merchants had donated fourteen trucks to be dec-

orated as floats, one for each playground. The
American Legion, city band, state and city police

and other groups joined in the enterprise. Each

playground worked diligently on its float and part
in the revue, for only three weeks were allowed

for preparation. Costumes were made on the

playground under the supervision of the costume

designer. Awards
were offered for

the best float and

revue numbers.

Our efforts were

more than re-

warded. The pa-

rade was acclaim-

ed as one of the

finest to be held in

the city in many
years. It was head-

ed by the state and

city police follow-

ed by three open

touring cars, new
automobiles loan-

ed by local deal-

ers, in which rode

the playground of-

ficials, the Mayor
of the city and the

County Superin-

By PATRICK A. TORK
Playground Director

Fairmont, West Virginia

tendent of Schools. Next came the American

Legion drum and bugle corps in gay uniforms,

one hundred members strong. Three hundred

children rode in the parade on decorated bicycles

and another eight hundred rode on the floats and

walked.

Midway in the parade came the Fairmont city

band of seventy members, all in uniform. There

were also five small ponies, ridden by children in

the costumes of cowgirls and cowboys. Then fol-

lowed the floats. With each playground's float

another country came in view. One playground

presented Hawaii. An open truck bed was cov-

ered with artificial grass borrowed from a funeral

home, and palms borrowed from florists and ga-

rages. A number of children rode on it, dressed

in grass skirts and playing ukeleles. A large de-

partment store sponsored the float for a play-

ground presenting Holland. The store had deco-

rated one of its own trucks as a Dutch tulip gar-

(Continued- on page 116)
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Millions of Books and Recreation

They said it was a crazy experiment, that it just

couldn't be done; but it was, and now we may own
the books we thought we never could afford to buy!

AYOUNG STUDENT sat in a Harvard classroom

during the early days of the depression. It

was "English 32," to be exact. From day to

day the learned professor instilled into the minds
of some of the students a deep-seated love of good
literature. From day to day the professor paced
the floor, gazed out of the window and commented
on the high price of books for depression readers.

He suggested to his students a few places where

good books could be had at cheap prices. For most
students these remarks were passed over casually.

Their interest was centered primarily in passing
their examination in "English 32."

To one student, however, these simple day by
day remarks were tremendously significant. He
got a deep-seated love of good literature, but along
with that he got a great idea, namely, that people
who wanted to read good books might be able to

get them at a price they could afford. He dis-

cussed the matter with a few interested friends.

All were agreed that something ought to be done

about it. But what and how? Libraries and

schools were closing their doors. Unemployment
was at its height. Publishers, authors and book

dealers were unable to see any hope ahead. To
most people the suggestion of starting a new en-

terprise was sheer folly.

But the book idea stuck. Over a period of

months Sherman F. Mittell and his friends made
extensive studies of "book costs and selling prices,

of printing operations, methods of distribution

and general practices used in promoting the sale

of reading matter, good or bad."

This group of friends, in the words of Mr.

Mittell, "always came back to

the world of books and to the

satisfying discussion and play

of ideas with which this real

world provided them. They re-

sented the stupidity that pre-

vented ideas and books from be-

ing shared and widely dissemi-

nated. Culture in the broadest
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The National Home Library Foun-

dation is an exceedingly interest-

ing project with which readers of

Recreation will wish to be in touch.

The information presented here is

based on a personal interview with

Mr. Mittell and on the reading of his

article in the January 1937 issue of

the Journal of Adult Education.

sense had no real opportunity to take root in

America. Now perhaps while the depression was

deepest, the time might be ripe to extend knowl-

edge to the furthermost limits ; to reach out to the

great masses in order that they, too, might think

and know, and so might have a real stake in the

Democratic experiment."

In November, 1932 this group of friends met

in Washington and established the National Home

Library Foundation. In their application for a

charter they stated the following aims :

1. To promote and inculcate in more people the

desire to read good literature.

2. To make home libraries more easily available

to greater numbers of our population.

3. To urge the reading of good literature through

printed announcements, radio broadcasts and

newspapers.
4. To provide for the holding of lectures, exhibits,

public meetings, classes and conferences, cal-

culated to advance the cause of education and

promote the general culture of the nation.

The charter was granted and business was be-

gun. The sheer daring of the early venture is fas-

cinating. There are some ten thousand titles pub-

lished in America each year with an average sale

known to be less than one thousand copies each.

This means high costs and that costly books are

read by few. The Foundation took its cue from

the field of magazines that have over a million cir-

culation. If magazines could be published at low

cost, why couldn't books? In fact, they could.

They found that a paper covered book could be

produced in quantities of 100,000 at 6^^ a copy.

If twelve such books could be printed at one time

in editions of 100,000 each, the

cost could be cut still more. So

the plunge was made on the

basis of twelve volumes of

100,000 copies each, or 1,200,000

copies! The first titles were:

The New Testament

Emerson's Essays
Green Mansions

(Continued on page 118)



WORLD AT PLAY
ONE night each week

Young Peoples . ^ M1 T11 .

at the Danville, Illi-

Nights
nois, community cen-

ter is given over en-

tirely to a program of activities planned especially

for the high school and college age boy and girl.

Mixed parties and socials are planned and en-

couraged, and the young people gather for party

games, table games, dancing and old-time square

dancing. On the principle that eating together

makes people more congenial and happy, pot luck

suppers are made regular events of the program.

THE Extension Pro-
Drama Program for , ,, ^ . .

gram of the Division
Pennsylvania rT^ ,->

,

of Dramatics, Pennsyl-

vania State College,

maintains a play library service available to all

citizens of the state. Thousands of plays of all

types are in the library and they will be sent to

anyone who wishes to read them at a charge of 10

cents for a long play, 5 cents for a short play, and

25 cents for a book treating some phase of dra-

matic production. Books and plays may be kept

for two weeks. The Division is prepared to send

a member of its staff to any community in Penn-

sylvania to assist in the production of a play. The

charge for this service consists of the expenses of

the coach plus a small fee for service. The Di-

vision is also prepared to give advice on the con-

struction of a theater or auditorium and to draw

up plans for the installation of electrical equip-

ment and scenery designs. For a nominal fee the

Penn State Players will produce one of their reg-

ular performances in any Pennsylvania community.

Fourth Annual National

Folk Festival

FROM May 22nd to

28th, the fourth an-

nual National Folk
Festival will be held in

Chicago, Illinois, under the auspices of the Adult

Education Council of Chicago and its ninety co-

operating agencies. Miss Sarah Gertrude Knott

writes that she will be interested in hearing from

recreation executives, particularly from those in

the Midwest who are developing a particular

phase of folk expression which they would like to

have represented in the National Folk Festival.

Miss Knott may be addressed at 220 South Michi-

gan Avenue, Chicago.

A-B '^lur MORE than 1,500A Boys Club for
T^ , boys are enrolled in
Dearborn

the boys club which
has been organized in

Dearborn, Michigan, through the cooperation of a

number of agencies. The Board of Education pro-
vides the building; the City Recreation Depart-
ment furnishes the heat, light and supplementary
personnel ; the public library has stocked a reading

room, and the service clubs, Kiwanis in particular,

have raised an initial fund of $2,000.

A New Sports
Center

HERSHEY, Pennsyl-

vania, according to the

February issue of The

American City, has
dedicated to sport an arena that will, seat 7, TOO

people for ice hockey and 10,000 for sports that

do not require a large rink. The new arena, which

has been eight months in building, is the largest

span monolithic concrete structure in America and

the only one of its kind in the United States. It is

rectangular in shape, 232 feet wide and 362 feet

long. There is not a pillar or a column anywhere
visible. Though Hershey is a town of only 2,500,

it is fast coming to be known as an outstanding

sports center, drawing people from a radius of

75 miles. It has four golf courses and the cham-

pionship links of the Hershey Country Club. A
stadium accommodating 30,000 spectators will be

completed next year.

The Allegany School of

Natural History

THE Buffalo, New
York, Society of Nat-

ural Sciences, which

conducts the School in

the Forest in cooperation with the New York
State Museum and the Allegany State Park Com-

mission, has announced that the eleventh season

of the school will open on July 4, extending

through August 2ist. College credit courses de-

signed for teachers, students, camp leaders and

naturalists will be offered in the field of zoology,

entomology, botany, nature study and birds by in-

structors experienced in field and laboratory work.

Dr. Robert B. Gordon of Ohio State University

will be director of the school. Information may be

secured from Miss Esther W. Eno, registrar at

the Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences, Buffalo,

New York.
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100 WORLD AT PLAY

Every day, in spring, sum-
mer and fall, thousands of young peo-

ple use the athletic field, the tennis court, the track,

the baseball diamond, the indoor cage, for the kind
of play that is intended to produce strong muscles

and sturdy frames.

The perplexing question that is constantly before

the athletic instructor is "how shall we treat these

play areas to produce clean, healthy, compact, dust-

less, natural surfaces."

The Solvay Calcium Chloride treatment is the

answer. It binds the surface through its compact-
ing action and prevents surface cracking and weed-

growth does away with dust entirely reduces

the danger of infection cuts sunglare to a mini-

mum all at a cost so low that it can be fitted

without strain into today's reduced budgets.

Solvay Calcium Chloride has for many years been
used by leading schools, universities and athletic as-

sociations. It is a clean, odorless, and harmless
material that may be applied either by hand or

spreader just as it comes from the package (in

small white flakes) . It does not affect tennis balls or

other equipment. Complete information will be sent

upon request.

SOLVAY
TRADE MARK REG. U. S. PAT. OFF.

Calcium Chloride
SOLVAY SALES CORPORATION

Alkalies and Chemical Products Manufactured by
The Solvay Process Company

40 Rector Street New York

A New Park Given Detroit Charles Howell

of Detroit, Michigan, has given to the city a park

consisting of 138 acres along a river valley which

will be known as Elizabeth Howell Park. The

Park Department, to whom the park has been

given, will develop it as a neighborhood park with

playground and picnic areas.

A Garden Center in Fort Worth Fort

Worth, Texas, has a garden center sponsored by
the Garden Club, the Board of Education and the

Park Department. The Garden Club and the

Board of Education pay the salary of the director

of the center, while the Park Department pro-

vides the building and the utilities. Carefully de-

signed and constructed by CWA, the center is an

attractive building with a main reading room

paneled with knotty pine and furnished with early

American furniture. On either side of the curved

mantel over the fireplace are two well filled book-

shelves. It is the aim of the center to provide the

visitor with books or other literature on garden-

ing and related subjects. Many garden magazines
are also available and a clipping service is main-

tained. There is, too, a most unusual herbarium

containing over 8,500 specimens collected from all

parts of the world. The director of the center

conducts regular classes in garden subjects and

general nature study. These classes, both for adults

and children, are free. There is a Saturday morn-

ing story hour for children at which attention is

called to the best children's books. Special stress

is laid on the art of table decoration, one indi-

vidual or club being responsible each week for

this display. Of particular value is the fact that

the garden center is immediately adjacent to the

conservatory which is a part of the Fort Worth
botanic garden. Not only does such an arrange-
ment lend effectiveness to the work of the center,

but the presence of such an institution does much
to popularize the botanic garden.

At Highland Park, Michigan Highland
Park, Michigan, has extended its program under

the leadership of H. G. Myron, who has been

serving as recreation executive about two years.

Last summer eleven playgrounds were operated.

Eight school buildings were used during the past

winter as community centers, as were two other

buildings. The budget for the year beginning

July i, 1936, amounts to $27,000, half of which

is appropriated by the city and half by the Board

of Education! In addition, about $38,000 is being
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STILL TOPS!
"JUNGLEGYM" Climbing Struc-

tures ten years after introduction

and now in use in thousands of

schools hold first place among

play devices because of their safety,

economy, all year round utility and

popularity with children. Accom-

modate greatest number of children

in limited play space. No danger
from moving or swinging parts.

Nothing to wear out. Furnished in

variety of sizes. J. E. Porter Corpo-
ration offices in principal cities.

Ask for new Booklet RE 1.

J. E. PORTER CORP.
Manufacturers of Louden Gym-
nasium, Swimming Pool and

Playground Equipment, Spald-
ing Gymnasium Equipment.

OTTAWA
ILLINOIS

spent on a community building, $12,000 of which
was appropriated from city funds and the balance

from WPA. The building is on school property
and the Board of Education, according to the plan,
will pay for the upkeep of the building over a

period of years. The center will include a gym-
nasium 102' by 60' with lockers and showers, two
club rooms and a"recreation department office.

A Drama Tournament in Somerville Spon-
sored by the Recreation Commission of Somer-

ville, Massachusetts, the Federated Boys' Clubs in

March conducted a drama tournament. The four

plays presented by the four clubs conducting the

tournament were "The Jest of Hahalaba," "The

Valiant," "Copy," and "A Message from Khufu."
Governor Hurley of Massachusetts sent a mes-

sage to the clubs.

The Big Bend International Peace Park
"A gesture toward international good will," is the

description of Arno B. Cammerer, Director of the

United States National Park Service, in speaking
of the project whereby the proposed Big Bend

National Park of Texas, comprising 788,000 acres

of scenic wilderness, will be linked by bridge
across the Rio Grande with a 400,000 acre na-

tional park which the Mexican government is tak-

ing steps to establish in the states of Chihuahua

and Coahuila. The two will form the Big Bend
International Peace Park. Steps to carry out the

congressional authorization for the establishment

of the park are being taken at the present session

of the Texas legislature. It will be the first na-

tional park in the country's largest state. The
area is a vast wilderness almost untouched by the

march of civilization. It contains more than 200

species of birds and over 60 species of mammals.

A Nature Guide School in Massachusetts

The Massachusetts State College at Amherst,

Massachusetts, will conduct a nature guide school

this summer to train leaders in various phases of

nature activity and to develop an added under-

standing and appreciation of outdoor surround-

ings. An effort will be made to equip young men
and women for such positions as ranger natural-

ists for national parks, nature counselors in sum-
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"Bringing Up Father"

APROFESSIONAL MAN in New York City, after

an unusually hard week with long hours of

exacting detail, returning home had placed in his

hands the following program of a concert ar-

ranged and presented for his exclusive benefit,

with him as the entire audience. The program it-

self was the work of the eight year old violinist.
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mer camps, scout naturalists, and 4-H club lead-

ers. The course will be conducted from July 6th

to August 1 4th, with variations to be offered in

the course in successive summers over a four

year period. In the first year of the course study

will be made of birds, ponds and streams, and in

nature guidance and in practical and field nature

experience. Dr. William G. Vinal will be di-

rector of the school.

A Course in Folk Festival Production and

Folk Dancing The American Institute of

Normal Methods announces a special course in

folk festival production and folk dancing for su-

pervisors of physical education and recreation

workers to be held at Eastern School, Lasell

Junior College, Auburndale, Massachusetts, July

7-28. The course will be directed by Stella Marek

Gushing, well known interpreter of Slavonic lands

and an authority on folk festival production. The

course will be offered daily for three weeks from

4:15 to 6:00 P. M., one session being devoted to

production details, the other to actual participa-

tion in folk dances. Further information may be

secured from Charles E. Griffith, business mana-

ger and secretary, 39 Division Street, Newark,

New Jersey.

1937 Leadership Institutes The Coopera-
tive Recreation Service of Delaware, Ohio, Lynn

Rohrbough, Director, announces the following in-

stitutes to be held during May and June :

Ohio Creative Leisure Institute, May 17-22;

Camp Wildwood, Westerville, Ohio. (Write R.

B. Tom, Ohio State University, Columbus.)

Tri-State School of Leisure, May 30-June 4;

Camp Hauberg, Port Byron, Illinois. (Reverend
D. C. Ellinwood, Rushville, Illinois.)

Second Cooperative Recreation School June

7-18 at Grandview College; for cooperative lead-

ers. (Dr. C. A. Olsen, Grandview College, Des

Moines, Iowa.

Michigan Recreation Institute June 18-26 at

Ashland Folk School. (Write Margaret Graham,

Grant, Michigan.)

An Error Corrected

The caption under the picture on page 29 of the

April issue of RECREATION should have read,

"Courtesy Atlanta, Ga., Camp Fire Girls." This

is a particularly interesting picture showing as it

does twin sisters taking part in the Silver Jubilee

of the Camp Fire Girls.
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The First National Boy Scout Jamboree
More than 25,000 Boy Scouts from all parts of

the country will meet in Washington on June 3Oth

to take part in the Jamboree which will last until

July Qth. The Jamboree will be of special sig-

nificance in that it will be the first national one

ever held. The boys will live in a tented city of

their own on the banks of the Potomac, camping
on 350 acres loaned them by the Congress of the

United States.

A Training Course for Camp Counselors

For the third year Surprise Lake Camp at Cold

Spring, New York, is offering a training course

for camp counselors for a nine weeks' period dur-

ing the months of July and August. Information

may be secured from Mr. Mordecai Kessler, Di-

rector of Training, Surprise Lake Camp, Cold

Spring, New York.

A Few More Playground Suggestions
(Continued from page 61)

an abandoned strip coal mine, now become a pond
where hundreds of canvasback ducks stop over

on their migration north. Other groups may
choose to visit the grave of "Uncle Joe" Cannon,

former speaker of the House, or the tombs of

The King of Carnivals and the King of the

Gypsies, listening to the stories of the lives of

these men as related by the guide. One club

has discovered a wooded area so dense as to be

almost inaccessible but a spot where there is tim-

,
ber aplenty to try their hand at log cabin con-

struction.

When the boys return from a hike with their

guide each one receives a card certifying his at-

tendance at the hike. When any one of the boys
has accumulated ten hike certificates he is entitled

to go on an over-night hike, which in the jargon
of the day, is "tops" in the boy's mind. On school

holidays, all day hikes are very much in demand
and many boys are finding new adventure and

thrill heretofore unknown.

On rainy days when the boys cannot go into the

country they work like beavers equipping their

club rooms in the centers, making posters to dec-

orate the walls, or enjoying stereopticon views

loaned to the community centers by the public

library. Sometimes the boys gather in their club

rooms to pour over nature magazines or to work

on their scrap books of birds, pets, or any other

newly discovered hobby.

For Enriching the

Summer Camp Experience

CAMPING.AND GUIDANCE
By Ernest G. Osborne

The author, a member of the staff of the Child
Development Institute of Teachers College, Co-
lumbia University, describes in a concrete prac-
tical way with non-technical language how the
camp experience may help in the emotional and
social adjustment of the individual camper. Actual
cases to vitalize the camp problems and the ap-
proaches he suggests. Of unusual practical value
to all camp administrators and counselors.

Cloth, 198 pages $2.00 (Just Published)

MONOGRAPHS ON CHARACTER
EDUCATION in SUMMER CAMPS

By Hedley S. Dimock and others

Every year 300 or more representatives from all
types of camps participate in the discussion of
character values of camping and camp standards
at the Camp Institute held under the joint direc-
tion of George Williams College and the Chicago
Council of Social Agencies. The monographs below
are the reports of these discussions for the years
1933, 1934, 1935, and 1936.

No. 1 On objectives; program building; in-
dividual campers; training leaders.... 50c
On guidance and supervision 50c
On setting standards 75c
On putting standards into operation in
the summer camps $1.00

Through your bookseller or from

ASSOCIATION PRESS
347 Madison Avenue, New York

No. 2
No. 3
No. 4

If You Are Concerned

With Playgrounds
Are you going to be a playground director

this summer? Are you a member of a

board in charge of a recreation program?
Or are you a public-spirited citizen inter-

ested in seeing that your community has

an adequate playground system?

Whatever your association with play-

grounds, you will want to know of the

book, "Playgrounds Their Administra-

tion and Operation," by George D. Butler,

which has 402 pages of practical informa-

tion on the operation of playgrounds. Tt

is the only book devoted exclusively to this

subject, and the playground worker and

official will find it invaluable.

. . . Price $3.00

National Recreation Asssociation

3I5 Fourth Avenue New York City



104 "SOMETHING OLD SOMETHING NEW

a Playground
in itself The Haskell Climb-

A-Round is an endless source of fun and safe

recreation for children of all ages at all sea-

sons. Large groups may use it at one time for free

play or directed body-building ex-

ercise. It is solidly constructed of

heavy galvanized steel tubing, with

rounds for climbing and swinging
and central poles for sliding. There

are no moving parts and no sharp
corners or rough edges to tear the

clothing or injure the hands. This

apparatus is easy to set up. indoors

or out; no installation cost, and

the low first cost is the last.

Write for full particulars and

prices on the various Climb-A-

Round models and sizes.

W. E. HASKELL, INC., 842 State Street, Springfield, Mass.

N. Y. Office: BRAUN & SNYDEH, 16 West 61st Street. Chicago Office: IRWIN P. RIEGER, 326 W. Madison Street

Up to the present time the Pokagon Club news-

paper has been edited by the nature guide through

the department office. Subsequent numbers are to

be edited in turn by the center clubs. "We are of

the opinion," writes Robert Horney, Superintend-

ent of Recreation, "that by building on plans

which we have for the future, our nature clubs

will not be seasonal but a part of our continuous

3'ear-round program."

"Something Old Something New"
(Continued from page 62)

similar to battledore and shuttlecock from which

it is believed our modern tennis also descended.

Table Tennis. Another sport of which a great

deal is being heard these days is table tennis (ping

pong to you!). It has become so generally used

as a parlor game and in recreation rooms that it

is more or less familiar to everyone. Table tennis

dates back to the gay po's when it was one in

popularity with bicycles built for two and bustles.

In fact, during that time it was played largely as

a parlor game in the full costume of the period,

and due to the tight lacings which the ladies en-

dured a ball retriever was invented for recover-

ing the balls from the floor! It was first played
on the floor across a net with a small ball covered

with a knitted web and the battledore of battledore

and shuttlecock. Later it came up in the world

and was elevated to the table.

Deck Tennis. Another sport of more recent ori-

gin and one which has only recently come into

marked popularity is deck tennis, sometimes

known as ring tennis, quoit tennis or tenniquoit.

This is a game similar to tennis except that in-

stead of striking a ball with a racket, a ring of

rope or rubber is tossed back and forth. Like

shuffleboard, deck tennis had a marine beginning
and was first devised shortly before the time of

the World War as a substitute for tennis on ship-
board. Later it came ashore and has become ex-

tremely popular as a land sport.

No doubt one of the factors which accounts

for the rise of these old-new sports to the surface
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of the consciousness of an already sport-loving

American public is the fact that they lend them-

selves so admirably to home use. Few of us are

fortunate enough to have space in our backyards

for a football gridiron, a baseball diamond, a

swimming pool or a tennis court. But who cannot

find space for a shuffleboard court? Even a strip

of concrete driveway will serve nicely. And a

Badminton court or deck tennis court may be

tucked in between the garage and the rows of

spinach. Even if you are a city dweller the roof

of your apartment building offers opportunities

not to be overlooked. As for indoor sports, in

these days of rejuvenated basements (now that

the old-time furnace has been relegated to the

junk heap), space which has previously been oc-

cupied by unsightly piles of coal is now dedicated

to King Sport. What is more, the whole family

can join in the fun. At such sports as shuffle-

board, horseshoes and table tennis, Junior may
prove to be too much for his dad, much to the

chagrin of the latter a chagrin tempered, how-

ever, by the immense satisfaction at having found

something that father and son can play together.

A nation at play is an end to be desired, and

whole families at play in their own backyards are

even more desirable. So here's to the backyard

sports once the sport of kings and now within

the grasp of even the humblest household ! Long
may they continue to grow and flourish, for "the

hours that make us happy make us wise."

Music on the Playground
(Continued from page 66)

They should as individuals sometimes make some
of the music by singing it or playing it, however

simple and crude their efforts may be.

Other Activities

The acting out of stories brings us to the acting

out of ballads in other songs while they are being

sung by the actors, or by substitute singers for

them, or by the whole audience. In this also we
are to depend on the children's or older folks'

own imaginations and actions as much as their

interest will permit us to do. Dramatised Ballads

with Musical Accompaniment, by Janet Tobbitt

and Alice White (E. P. Button & Co.), just off

the press, contains a wealth of material. In ad-

dition, the Old Woman and the Peddler, I Had
a Little Nut Tree, The Tailor and the Mouse and

For Playground Basketball

Patent Pending

The solution of the outdoor basketball

equipment problem

EACH UNI-GOAL IS A
COMPLETE GAME UNIT

For particulars, write

Schutt Manufacturing Company
Litchfield, Illinois
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"We cannot speak too enthusiastically about
this practical jewel of a book. It should be

greeted with loud cheers by every person re-

sponsible for camp, troop, or other kinds of

programs." The Girl Scout Leader.

DRAMATIZED
BALLADS

With Musical Accompaniment

By JANET E. TOBITT and ALICE M. G. WHITE

Delightful play material of a high stand-

ard, selected and carefully tried out by
two young women widely experienced in

musical and dramatic activities. Twenty
authentic ballad plays presented with

musical accompaniment, directions for

pantomime, illustrated for costuming.
Ideal for presentation indoors or out

suitable for acting by children of all ages
or by grown-ups easily memorized
brief rehearsal free of royalty fee

possessing true human values, variety of

moods, exceptional dramatic quality. With
infinite possibilities for rhythms, folk

dancing, simple but beautiful musical

accompaniment. $2.00

E. P. DUTTON & CO.. Publisher

300 4th Avenue New York, N. Y.

other songs suited to children's acting are to be

found in many a children's song book. High

Germany, the Wraggle Taggle Gypsies and My
Man John, for older boys and girls and adults,

are in the Cecil Sharp collection of English Folk

Songs, and The Dumb Wife and The Jolly Broom

Man are in Volume II of the Oxford Song Book.

O Soldier, Soldier in the Brown Twice 55 Com-

munity Songs is also a good one to act out. Any
of .these is very well suited to be given in connec-

tion with a story-telling session or festival.

A number of articles the length of this one

should be written about playground festivals.

To think of instrumental musical activities

suited to playgrounds is to open another large

field beyond our present space. By the time this

article appears, a bulletin on rhythm bands will

have been issued by the National Recreation As-

sociation to companion its earlier publication on

The Making and Playing of Shepherds' Pipes.

This pipe-making and playing is an ideal project

for a playground where it is respected as a craft

deserving much care and time. Booklets on how
to play or teach the harmonica are given free by
M. Hohner and Company, 351 Fourth Avenue,

New York. The ocarina or "sweet potato" de-

serves but perhaps does not need similar help. A

group of these homely but nice-sounding instru-

ments, in different sizes, can make very pleasant

part-music.

Knowing of the large number of school bands,

one wishes that during the summer there could

be one or more bands of boys and girls in every

city that would be to the playgrounds what adult

bands are to the parks in musically well-equipped

cities. They would also promote pride and loyalty

toward the playgrounds, as they do toward the

schools of which they are members. In such a

project, as in singing and many others, a capable

junior leader may be found among the high

school or even less advanced pupils. The interest

and cooperation of the school director of music-;

must of course be won for it.

For the sake of completeness we should men-

tion operettas, pleading for careful choice to find

the best ones, and suggesting that the National

Recreation Association's bulletins on Operettas

for Children be consulted, together with some re-

cent works published by G. Schirmer, New York,
j

These have respectively to do with the lad

Shakespeare, the young John Sebastian Bach,

and with Joan of Arc, all of them for children or

young people, and all musically delightful and

everlasting.

The better possibilities for community nights

should also have at least one article to themselves.

But let us return for a moment to the singing

with which we started this article, and remind the

reader that one of the most fruitful modes of

musical leadership on a playground is the spon-
:

;

taneous humming and singing, often done with-

out intention, by any playground worker as he or j

she goes about the daily chores and enjoys also I

the intermissions. Even the dour old Carlyle said I

"Blessed is the man who sings at his work." Cer- I

tainly there is no work in which it is more blessed

to sing than in that of a playground leader. Only
let us remember with Carlyle's friend, Emerson,

j

that "Art is the record of good days," and give
j

children as much of a taste as we can of what is
j

meant by "good days." The playground leader's

main job with respect to music is to provide a

total environment, himself included, that will

arouse the urge for musical expression and nour-\ ,

ish it on the best suitable music he can find and V

learn and get his associates to find and learn. The
world is full of "swell" songs, as the boys would
call them, that every leader should know.
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TUMBLE-RINGS
Copjrijht 1936, by C.W.MOR6AN, Chicago. III. XL

NEW and DIFFERENT OUTDOOR GAME
Played on any fairly level lawn or ground. The Main
Object: To make the TUMBLE-RINGS catch on a loosely-
suspended chain by rolling them to It.

For INDOOR PLAY write for information about
BAKINET, introduced at "A Century of Progress
Exposition, 1934."

Both games now in Chicago Park District Playgrounds.
TUMBLE-RINGS protected by Copyright, 1936. BAKINET
protected by U. S. and Canadian Patents.

C. W. MORGAN
1016 HYDE PARK BOULEVARD CHICAGO, ILL

Play Streets: Assets or Liabilities?

(Continued from page 72)

carelessness. And yet, that is what the play street

tends to do.

The other argument for the continuation of the

play street is that the child has a play area at his

own doorstep and can benefit from parental su-

.pervision. This is a fallacy from the outset. Gen-

erally the father is away at work. The mother is

busy in the rear of the house. In the congested
section it is very rare that the parent actually

supervises the play of the child. The parent is

much too busy to bother. Hence the plan for par-
ental supervision appears to be a vain hope, de-

spite the attempt to interest adults in "play street"

clubs and the like. And then, too, once adults take

over the play street activities, or begin to share

them with the children, it is a service no longer
dedicated to the children of the city. Once again,
the play street fails.

New Horizions for Camping
(Continued from page 74)

(1) by its part in reducing the hours of labor,

(2) by expanding the area of Federal property
available for leisure time uses, and (3) by experi-

menting in bringing leisure time leadership to

areas that never had it. He related leisure time

activity to a stirring, he sensed, in the fields of

culture and the arts, to a start in the building of a

society where beauty would be near the top. He
said camping had four possible ends, (i) as a

recreation agency, close to nature, (2) as an edu-

cative agency through recreation, (3) as a money
making agency and (4) as an institution-building

agency. He questioned the group on their attitude

toward public agencies in the camping field, a

LEATHERCRAFT

METALCRAFT
PEWTERCRAFT
BEADCRAFT
BLOCK PRINTING

CRYSTOLCRAFT

WOODCARVING
BASKETRY

With the growing demand for craft work
in schools, camps, and playgrounds, we have
increased our line to include all the above
crafts.

Our supplies are unusually complete rang-

ing from the most inexpensive crafts for

small children to the more advanced crafts

for skilled workers. We carry only the finest

of materials. Our products are guaranteed
and we take pride in our quick service.

Classes are conducted at our studio

afternoons, evenings and Saturday morn-
ings. The enrollment fee is nominal all

tools used in the studio furnished free.
Send for a schedule.

Send We. for our new 64

page 1937 craft catalog

AMERICAN
HANDICRAFTS
COMPANY

FORMERLY

FOLEY TRIPP CO.
Dept. K

193 William Street, New York City
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SHUFFLEBOARD EQUIPMENT
$6.00, $8.00, $10.00, $15.00 Sets

(Rubber-tired and Composition Discs)
Aluminum Footed Cues

10 Cents Brings Plan of Standard Court

DAYTONA BEACH SHUFFLEBOARD CO.
PHILMONT, N. Y.

A Health -Building Game
for Old and Young

Pitching Horseshoes is muscle-building rec-

reation that appeals to all types of people.
Install a few courts on your grounds, organ-
ize a horseshoe club, schedule a tournament.
Write for free booklets on club organiza-

tion, tournament play. etc.

Diamond Official Shoes and accessories

are the choice of professionals and ama-
teurs alike. It's economy to purchase
equipment with the longest life.

DIAMOND
CALK HORSESHOE CO.
4610 Grand Avenue Duluth, Minn.

Makers of DIAMOND Official Pitching Shoes

movement he saw as well on its way and neces-

sary and desirable. Some other questions he raised

were : Can camping be made available to all ? How
can it be adapted to all age groups? (He enlarged

on the need of camping for the adult.) Can it

combine freedom and discipline? Can it use the

principles of progressive education? Where will

it get its leaders ? He spoke of the need of mak-

ing camp leadership more than part-time work if

it were to become professional.

Mr. Lindeman named the camp as an institu-

tionalized social form whose basic problem is hu-

man relations and said its effect should be defined

on family life, church life, school life, and com-

munity life. He saw its possibilities in assisting

the family to symmetrical growth, in teaching the

arts of participation, in making the individual more

capable of discrimination and in increasing the art

of contemplation. He exalted the camp as an es-

sential ally in the new movement of culture and

art.

Enjoying Nature What Does It Mean?
(Continued from page 78)

the game. With those tales as a first step, every
child was glad to listen. It was time later to go
more into the factual field of nature study. By
the time the boys were actually identifying mush-

rooms, bark and bird calls, they failed to realize

they had even drifted away from the adventure

story and the legend. Their interest was just

naturally aroused, and it took very little urging
on my part to encourage them to xio their own

exploring.

Perhaps your students detest reading or hearing
some one read. And it is true, incidentally, that a

poor reader will ruin a good story. A night spent
far removed from other humans will be an ex-

citing substitute. Thus it was that we turned to

camping at Hidden Lake, a body of water in a

frog-infested swampland. There we would listen

to stories as we sat or squatted about a campfire
with marshmallows roasting over the coals. After

that the boys could sleep, poke around in the un-

derbrush, or sit quietly, listening for animal sounds.

It is well to take care not to confuse or discon-

cert the young nature student by breaking him in

with something beyond his comprehension. Young
people, as well as adults, must see value and bene-

fit in a task before they will perform it. It is the

responsibility of the successful nature counselor to

transform what might be a task into a pleasure, a

type of game.

Visiting day at summer camp is always an in-

teresting time for it is then that the adults go to

school. I take a pilot snake or a blue racer from
j

its cage and they come closer. Ordinarily they
would run, but now their fascination surpasses

their fear. "How does it feel?" "Is it wet?"

"Does it hurt much when it bites ?" These are the

questions asked. Perhaps before we're through
with our impromptu talk someone will venture to

touch the snake or even to hold it.

Frog hunting is always a drawing card. On,
such a hunt the class is divided into groups, each\

one just large enough to be accommodated in one

boat. Boys always get a lot of fun from cruising

along a weedy shore and poking under logs and

(Continued on page 110)
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Enjoying Nature What Does It Mean?
(Continued from page 108)

lily pads. Another channel through which boys

drift to a naturalist's life is the capturing of tur-

tles for a turtle derby. In short, let us work on

the assumption that nature study goes beyond

jars of preservatives and identification charts.

We tried something at one summer camp that

is appealing to both children and adults. We in-

troduced our campers to the stars. After our

nightly campfire we took them out onto the swim-

ming dock, where I gave a short talk on stars,

presenting some unusual facts, and pointed out a

few of the better known constellations. Did the

boys resent our making them go to school out

there beneath the stars? Not at all, for they

asked question after question and some of the

boys offered a few facts themselves. They were

capturing the mood of the true student of nature

the friendly, share-all mood. They were going

to school but only in an informal and personal

way.
Demand cooperation but not subordination.

Make suggestions but don't give orders. You will

get much farther by saying, "Let's see how many
different leaves we can collect in thirty minutes,"

than if you commanded, "Today we will each be

required to find and bring in the leaves of fifteen

different trees."

Whether the study of nature is done in a class

or by individuals, the keeping of notes is valuable

but should not be required. To force the child to

keep a notebook will send him back to school be-

fore vacation ends. We found that by placing a .

small nature notebook at each camper's place at

dinner on the first day we had no trouble in per-

suading him to write in it.

It makes no difference whether you are a child

or an adult, whether you are a member of an out-

door club or nature class or a lone explorer wish-

ing to find out what lies beyond the pavement, the

same technique will apply. Go into your work as

though it were a form of recreation that is what

it actually is. Don't make a boresome job out of

nature study. Avoid trying to absorb everything

there is to be known in one summer or even a

year. An entire lifetime will not be sufficient time

to learn all.

Enjoying nature does not necessarily mean

study, research and experiment. The hiker, the

angler, the hunter and the photographer all enjoy

nature. Nature study is not, by any means, an

effeminate pastime. It is an ideal form of recrea-

tion because it is inexpensive, it is constantly of-

fering something new and exciting, and there are

no limits to its scope.

Overnight Camping
(Continued from page 80)

respects similar to that of all boys' or girls' camps

except that it was necessary to give consider-

able instruction and assistance in correct meth-

ods of fire building and cooking. Though it was

suggested that each camper bring his own tent and

portable cot, few campers did so. It was there-

fore necessary to give instruction as to the plac-

ing of bedding, the preparation of the leaves and

twigs for the laying of blankets, and the necessity

of finding a level spot.

As expected, the great majority of boys and

girls who go on the overnight camp trips are in-

experienced as campers. It was found that many
of them had never before been away from home
or away from parents 'for two days and a night.

The successful conduct of the camp therefore

depended on the ability and skill of the camp di-

rector to a far greater extent than in larger camps
which extend over a much longer period of time

and consequently have more adequate facilities

which make for easier adjustment to camp life.
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Unless there is a skilled and tested camp leader

available the overnight camp would better not be

attempted. In localities where the weather is not

entirely dependable, and this is certainly true in

California in spite of all statements to the con-

trary, provision or arrangements for shelter in

case of unexpected rain must be made. Very often

provision may be made for the emergency use of

a nearby hayloft, clean stables, or a vacated build-

ing. If this cannot be done it is necessary to pro-

vide large portable tents or awnings or large

sheets of heavy canvas which would suffice until

additional shelter could be procured.

Vallejo Plans a Camp

The general plan of overnight camps used in

Albany will be adopted in Vallejo this summer.

The City Recreation Commission of the City of

Vallejo, organized January I, 1937, has just

started its year-round community program. Over-

night camping will be one of the features of the

first summer's activity schedule. Several desir-

able sites will be available. More than one loca-

tion may be needed but arrangements are already

being made for the use of a mountain district

about fifteen miles out of town known as Green

Valley. Green Valley, which is owned by the city,

is a beautifully wooded canyon with an abundant

supply of good water, and is in use at the present

time, to a limited extent, for the city water supply.

A part of the area has already been set aside for

a Boy Scout Camp.

Numerous Vallejo organizations have been con-

ducting splendid camps for a number of years
and many individuals and families have availed

themselves of camping at various places through-
out the state. In spite of this fact the Vallejo

Recreation Commission, in making arrangements
for its overnight camps this summer, is planning
to accommodate several hundred boys and girls

many of whom have never before had the oppor-

tunity of experiencing at first hand the joy of liv-

ing among the wonders of nature's great out-of-

doors.

What Games for the Day Camp?
(Continued from page 84)

The hiker bringing in the greatest variety of na-

ture articles or the most unusual, wins the score.

The fun element should permeate every phase
of the day camp program and the whole program
should be one glad game !

Send for

for
PLAYGROUNDS
CAMPS
RECREATION CENTERS"

a new report including two parts:

1st Low cost projects, no special tools required.

2nd Articles made with simple tools.

Also ask for new Tool and Supply catalog the
most complete ever issued. Free advisory
service. Teacher Training Courses.

2500 different projects ranging in

price from 3c. up. Budgets met.

4000 tools, materials, books,

project sheets carried in

stock for immediate shipment

Display at Booth 25 Recreation Congress

Atlantic City

UNIVERSAL SCHOOL OF HANDICRAFTS
Rockefeller Center, RKO Building

New York. N. Y. COlumbus 5-0163

Swimming Pool Data and

Reference Annual
(1937 Edition. Vol. V)

$3.00 Prepaid

192 pages filled with a vast

assortment of informative

material for those interested

in swimming pools in any way.

EARL K. COLLINS, Editor

404 Fourth Avenue New York, N. Y.

Make all checks, money orders, etc.,

payable to Earl K. Collins
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Safety Materials

for the Teacher

The Education Division of the National

Safety Council offers a consultation and

publications service to the schools on all

problems relating to safety teaching.

A Special Safety Packet for Playground
Directors is now available. This is a valu-

able collection of materials to help the

playground director promote safety on the

playground and consists of ten attractive

safety posters, crayon lessons for small

children, a short play and a program of

activities for supervised playgrounds.

Price $1.00

SAFETY EDUCATION MAGAZINE
provides the teacher with material for a
well-rounded safety program based on

seasonal hazards. The colored posters,

graded lesson plans, plays, stories, infor-

mational articles, accident facts, patrol

news items and other features are pre-

pared by school people who are experts

in the field of safety teaching.

Subscription $1.00 a Year

EDUCATION DIVISION

National Safety Council
One Park Avenue, New York, N. Y.

"Ride a Cock Horse"
(Continued from page 89)

They are organized as a boys' mounted police

troop and ride over reservation trails, practice

police duty, learn the care of their horses, and

receive instruction in equitation during each

training period. Members of the Watchung Girls'

Troop do practically the same things and receive

the same instruction as do the Rangers. Each year

this group has a mounted picnic and gymkhana at

the end of the training period. Formerly only

boys and girls with some previous riding experi-

ence were allowed to become members of the

Rangers and Girls' Troop, but this year beginners

were also invited to join. The charge for a sea-

son's membership is sixteen dollars, covering a

training period of ten weeks.

A Boys' and Girls' Riding Club for children

under twelve years of age was organized during

1936. The quota of fifteen members set for this

class was soon reached and there is now a wait-

ing list. On Thursday afternoons a women's rid-

ing class composed mostly of teachers from West-

field ride at the stable.

Classes from three private and three public

schools have used the Watchung Stable for their

headquarters all season. Several of these have

had classes riding from the Watchung Stable for
,

a number of years.

Activity at the stable continues throughout the

year. When heavy snows make it impossible to go

horseback riding, the stable rents horse-drawn

sleighs for old-fashioned straw rides.

A Sheriff's Posse

The glamour of the pioneer west is not entirely

dead. It survives, among other places, in the

Sheriff's Posse of El Paso, Texas, made up of

hard-riding, straight-shooting descendants of

pioneer families.

Although this posse is connected with the

Sheriff's Department through the Sheriff, it is not

in the employ of the city or county. It is a ser-

vice and recreational club drawn together by the

Sheriff for three major purposes: to give aid in

times of emergency, such as plane crashes, and

floods, where horses provide the only practical

transportation; to participate in endeavors to ad-

vertise or further the interests of the picturesque \

Southwest, and to provide a club of social and rec-

reational nature for men who like to ride.

The forty members are all prominent men
doctors, attorneys, bankers and sportsmen. Each
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Get this Catalog of

Safety Playground Equipment
EVERWEAR complete selection of Playground apparatus offers you
something more than durability and playability. It guarantees
SAFETY in every piece of equipment.

The 1937 EVERWEAR catalog describes the new safety swings
rubber encased which take the injury element out of swings ... it includes a really

safe climbing apparatus . . . and exclusive features on merry-go-rounds, slides and ladders

that make for safety. There is a reason why EVERWEAR playground equipment is found

on finest playgrounds everywhere. It is the equipment you can depend on for safety,

durability and economy.

Send for your copy of this catalog TODAY and see how EVERWEAR can fill your play-

ground needs. There is no charge. Just fill in and mail the coupon below.

EverWiar
Manufacturing Company

SPRINGFIELD, OHIO

EVERWEAR 0/50 manufactures a complete line of
beach and pool equipment. If you wish to have
this catalog, mark coupon.

EVERWEAR MANUFACTURING COMPANY
Springfield, Ohio (R)

Please send me the FREE catalog of EVERWEAR
playground equipment.

( ) I am also interested in beach and pool
apparatus.

(Name)

(Address)

(City) (State)

owns his own horse, saddle, bridle, pistol, rifle,

lariat and a club uniform which is typically west-

ern from boots to hat and badge.

A business meeting is held one night each week,

presided over by the Ranch Boss (President).

Other officers include the Foreman (Vice-Presi-

dent). Wagon Boss (Director), and the Country
Banker (Treasurer). Every Sunday morning the

group meets at an appointed place to ride and

take part in any special activities planned by the

Activities Committee. These may include relay

races, practice roping, target practice, a treasure

hunt, group instruction in the care of horses, a

simulated fugitive hunt, a rabbit chase or a fox

hunt.

El Paso is ideally located for riding and special

activities such as these listed. A vast sandy prairie

stretches for many miles east of the city, broken

by low foothills and arroyos, dotted over with

greasewood, yucca and sage brush and uninter-

rupted by fences.

another "Five members of our board will be

there." In recognition of this fine interest a'

special luncheon of these visiting laymen and

women will be arranged with the members of the

Board of the National Recreation Association.

Service Awards

The seasoned and time-honored veterans of the

recreation movement will be presented with suit-

able awards by Dr. John H. Finley, Acting Vice-

President of the National Recreation Association,

and Editor of the New York Times. This is an

event to which many executives will look forward

with great interest and pleasure. Recognition of

length of service on an occasion such as this is an

honor not to be lightly passed. Awards will be

granted as follows :

30 years 8

25 years 23

20 years . 48
j 5 years 68

10 years 125

"I'll See You at Atlantic City!"
(Continued from page 90)

One city reports "Our whole board is coming";

272
Exhibitors

The usual commercial, educational and publish-
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CHARACTER MAGAZINE
should be in every home, church, school

and public library. Community organiza-

tions, Y.M.C.A.'s, Y.W.CA.'s, P.T.A.'s, Boy
Scouts, etc., should have a subscription to

this magazine as resource material.

CHARACTER MAGAZINE
is tremendously concerned in developing
character and in real cooperative aline-

ments between agencies in the community.
Some of the finest minds in the country
are numbered among the editorial group

responsible for this magazine. A glance

through any number will convince you
that you should become a regular reader

of this unique magazine.

Why not take the time to check the offer

below that appeals to you most and mail

to us TODAY with your remittance. If

you will mention these offers to your
friends you will be doing them a real ser-

vice and at the same time help us develop
this magazine.

- 1 year (Monthly except July and

August) $1.50

(Add 30c for foreign postage)

- 2 years (20 Big Issues) 2.50

- 1 year CHARACTER MAGAZINE
and copy of UNTYING
APRON STRINGS 2.00

(This is a book on mental hygiene for

parents, teachers and leaders. Young
people will find in it the help they
need in solving their own problems of

personality development.)

6 months trial subscription . . . 1.00

CHARACTER MAGAZINE
Dept. B
5732 Harper Ave., Chicago, 111.

Enter my subscription to CHARACTER MAGAZINE
as checked above. Enclosed is remittance.

Name

Position

Address

City State

THEODORE WIRTH

See RECREATION for April, 1937, for a sketch

of Theodore Wirth's life and his contribution to

the park movement.

ing interests will be well represented at the Con-

gress. Materials from the Federal government
will be on display. These exhibits constitute one

of the most practical features of the Congress

where and what to buy in the equipment line;

what to read; what publishers produce recreation

literature will be readily answered by the dis-

plays and their personal attendants. The follow-

ing firms are represented :

Commercial

Crouse-Hinds Company, Syracuse, N. Y.
C. Howard Hunt Pen Company, Camden, N. J.

The P. Goldsmith Sons, Inc., Cincinnati, Ohio
P. F. Frost, New York City
Golf Register Company, Pittsfield, Mass.

Magnus Brush and Craft Materials, Wakefield,
Mass.

Universal School of Handicrafts, New York

City

Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, New
York City

National Broadcasting Company, New York

City

Publishers

Abingdon Press, New York City
A. S. Barnes, New York City

E. P. Button & Company, Inc., New York City
Grosset & Dunlap, New York City

J. B. Lippincott, Philadelphia, Pa.

National Council Y.M.C.A., New York City
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BAG

Special s I offer
Send only $1.00 for complete material to make up No. 45$
wood bead bag as illustrated. It opens and closes with a zipper,
and is beautifully lined inside. This special offer is made to

professional people only. Ask for Walco Outfit No. 455.

the article in the

April issue of RECREATION

entitled "Bead Craft As a

Playground Activity." It is

written by Maurine E.

Mader, Playground and

Recreation Commission,

Springfield, 111.

Experiment with

this fascinating leisure

time vocation. Try wood

bead craft yourself. You
will be amazed at its sim-

plicity pleased when you
realize how appropriately

it can be applied to your
recreation project activi-

ties.

Address: PROFESSIONAL PROJECT DEVELOPMENT DIVISION

WALCO BEAD CO.
37 WEST 37th STREET NEW YORK, N. Y.

W. B. Saunders Company, Philadelphia, Pa.

Harper Brothers, New York City
Woman s Press, New York City
Columbia University Press, New York City
National Recreation Association

W. W. Norton, New York City

Educational

The Forest Service of the U. S. Department of

Agriculture
National Congress P. T. A.

Recreation Division, W. P. A.
Children's Bureau, U. S. Department of Labor

National Park Service

Why Not a Stay-at-Home Vacation?

(Continued from page 92)

individual members. Especially the hobbies con-

nected with nature are furthered by the walks in

woods and by streams. Collections are sure to be

started. The leaves of different trees may attract

the attention of sister; brother is sure to fill his

pockets with rocks varied in color and interesting

in formation. Ferns, grasses, mosses, shells and

birds' nests are other collections begun during this

time that will grow as days in the open are re-

peated, and arranged and catalogued when winter

days come.

Another of the hobbies that will be fostered by
these nature hikes is the home aquarium. There

are quite a few of native fishes from the ponds
and streams of our northern climate that may be

found and netted alive for use in the home tank.

The most effective ones as far as beauty is con-

cerned are the rosy-sided minnows and the red-

bellied dace. Sun fishes and darters are also active

and pretty and in silvery contrast to the exotic

goldfish. The native fish that come from still water

will be hardier than the ones accustomed to the

constant movement of streams. Only the small

varieties should be brought to the inside tank. If

the pool is out-of-doors then a greater latitude of

choice is feasible. This is particularly true if there

is a fountain or a steady intake and outgo of

; water.

The family group that contains a member who

belongs to one of the camps set up this winter by

;the Recreation Camping project in New York

City will find they have a mine of information

within their midst. During the winter at per-



116 A PARADE IS PASSING BY!

How-

De-

Doo!

/ am introducing

STORY PARADE
A magazine for boys and girls

from 7 to 12

STORIES

VERSE

MUSIC

PICTURES

PLAYS

REVIEWS

"/ have found no material so excellently

adapted to meet the needs of present

day activities in the field of education

and recreation as that found in your

very unique magazine. . . ."

MARTHA B. ARCHER,

Pasadena Department of Recreation.

Subscriptions $1.50 in the United States

Canada $1.60; Foreign $1.75

Single copies 15 cents

STORY PARADE
70 Fifth Avenue New York, N. Y.

manent camps set up in settlements and com-

munity houses, the children have been learning

camp and nature craft that this spring they are

putting into operation on camp hikes. They have

mastered the craft of fire construction of several

types with an eye to the location, the weather and

the function of the fire. They have learned the

woods best suited and the way to guard against

fire hazards. They have found the use of shelters

and how to throw one up for the occasion storm,

wind or hot sun. They are tasting natural environ-

ment, gaining an understanding of nature as

friend and foe and how to use the terrain they

cross as pioneers did.

The families with even a very young member
\Vho has garnered these lessons of campcraft, willj

be able to take and heartily enjoy a stay-at-home
vacation:

A Parade is Passing By!

(Continued from page 97)

den, with a windmill built in the center. The chil-

dren were dressed in Dutch costumes which had

been made at their playground under the super-

vision of the costume designer. Following the

float was a small Dutch cart pulled by a large dog
and driven by a small girl in Dutch costume.

The highest praise went to the Liberty float,

decorated by a large public service company at its

own expense. This was part of the presentation

of history of our country from the days of the

covered wagon to the present. The other floats

of this exhibit included a reproduction of a

Conestoga covered wagon, pulled by a team of

horses and carrying children dressed as pioneers

and playing banjos and mouth harps, and an

American Indian float bearing a wigwam and

children dressed as Indians. Another playground,
in portraying America, chose the one phase of

Radio City, and presented a large float on which

were built several cardboard buildings and a radio

tower to show Radio City at night.

The two colored playgrounds put on jointly the

history of the Negro race under the title, "From
the Plantation to Harlem." Their float, showing
a plantation scene, was sponsored by the colored

Elks. Other floats depicted a Japanese garden, a

Spanish fiesta scene, the Land of Fun and Frolic^
and Germany and the Olympics.

It required thirty minutes for the procession to

pass, and 15,000 persons crowded the streets along
the route to watch the parade.
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Yes you can actually own a new Royal Port-

able for as little as $1 a week. For Royal alone

gives you Touch Control*, an amazing improve-
ment which adapts the key tension of the

machine to everyone's finger pressure! And this

is only ONE of Royal's many unusual features!

Three models three prices with payments from

75* to $1.25 per week. (De Luxe Model illustrated.)

ROYAL TYPEWRITER COMPANY, Inc.

2 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y.

The parade was scarcely over before we were

deluged with requests from local merchants to

sponsor floats in our parade next year.

Following the parade, the group hurried to a

high school auditorium to prepare for the second

half of the program, the revue, and by curtain

time that night the house was filled with more

than twelve hundred persons. Each of the nine

acts of the revue was greeted by encore after en-

core from an amazingly responsive audience. The

high spot of the entertainment was offered by the

two colored playgrounds with an imitation of

Cab Galloway and his band and a plantation num-
ber including sixty children singing Negro
melodies.

The countries represented in the float in the

parade America, Hawaii, Germany, Japan and

Holland were represented at the revue with tra-

Iditional songs and dances in costume. The entire

program was novel and sufficiently diversified to

appeal to all ages and to give the playground chil-

dren opportunity to exercise their various talents.

In connection with the show we published a

program in which we sold space; we received

generous cooperation from the merchants. These

programs were distributed several days before the

revue, and again at the door the night of the per-

formance in order to advertise further the parade
and revue.

Cooperation from the playground workers and

the city as a whole alone made possible the success

of our presentations.

Fairmont is a city of 25,000 persons. Its play-

ground history is four years old, but in that time

the number of playgrounds has increased from

five to fourteen. The program extends over

twelve weeks each summer, with two periods each

day of the week except Saturday and Sunday.
Attendance in the 1936 season was 132,106, an

increase of 34,000 over last year with an average
annual attendance of 90,000. The playgrounds

employ forty-two workers of whom fifteen were

supplied by the Works Progress Administration.

Under their direction a well-rounded recreational

program is developed. The playgrounds were

admitted last year to participation in the Com-

munity Chest and given an allotment of $1,600,

but prior to that time the playground director and

his helpers had raised money by ball games,

dances, basketball games, soft ball tournaments
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TeacherProgressive
"The Magazine with a Vision"

It Brings You a Veritable Library of

Best Educational Reading from

Experts in the Field of Education
You will receive in the ten issues help on:

School Administration and Supervision

Classroom Methods and Projects

Health, Physical Training and Entertainment

Opening Exercises, religious training

Stories and Songs for the Auditorium Hour

Help on all the common school branches

Articles on music, drawing and art

School decoration

Help on Club programs, Raising Funds
School Libraries and a discussion of new books

$2.00 Per Year of Ten Issues Two Years for $3.50
Three Years for $5.00

Advertising Rates Sent on Request

Make Several Hundred Dollars

During Vacation
We want 2,500 young men and women to sell sub-

scriptions to PROGRESSIVE TEACHER a school maga-
zine now in its 45th year and national in circula-

tion at County Institutes, Teachers' Meetings,
Summer Schools and Normal Schools throughout
the United States.

This is a fine opportunity to earn several

hundred dollars during your vacation

Write

PROGRESSIVE TEACHER
Circulation Department MORRISTOWN. TENN.

and playground shows, and the various schools

had contributed. During four years these contri-

butions amounted to $2,000 exclusive of Com-

munity Chest funds.

Millions of Books And Recreation
(Continued from page 98)

Tom Sawyer
Treasure Island

Under the Greenwood Tree
The Merchant of Venice
Pere Goriot

The Way of All Flesh

Alice in Wonderland
Adventures of Sherlock Holmes
The Golden Treasury of English Verse

On May I, 1933 twelve hundred thousand vol-

umes of the Jacket Library were placed on sale at

fi fteen cents each. A nation-wide publicity program

brought schools, libraries, churches and the press

into the picture. An Advisory Board was set up.v

The response was phenomenal. Within three

months Jacket Library books were bought by the!

hundreds of thousands in drug stores and depart- ,

ment stores and on news stands. Churches, hos-

pitals and prisons bought them in quantities. \

Books were sold to school children for ten cents.

Thirty-five hundred were sent to one New York;,

high school in one day. One clothing firm bought

10,000 copies of Tom Sawyer and gave them away
as premiums to purchasers of rompers! Fifty

thousand found their way into the C.C.C. camps. .

Fifty thousand more were sent by the Carnegie

Endowment for International Peace to Greece, <

Bulgaria, Turkey, and Latin American countries.

Publishers who had been skeptical of the un-

dertaking called it the "craziest organization in

the world." But the work went on. The Foun-i

dation has now begun to publish original works

by contemporary authors. The new series are ml
cloth covers, and sell for 25^. "Brass Tacks"

by David Cushman Coyle has been reprinted in

many editions and it is estimated that this little

book has been read by several million people.

Books by Arthur E. Morgan, President of An-
tioch College and now of T.V.A., John W. Stude-

baker, Office of Education, Department of the In-

terior, Washington, D. C, Dorothy Canfield

Fisher, Harold G. Moulton, President of the.

Brookings Institution, have been released in edi-.-

tions of one hundred thousand copies.

Thus an idea generated in a college classroom

has grown to tremendous proportions. Hundreds
of thousands of good books have gone into com-

munities where books could not be bought before.

It is significant from a recreational point of view

that most of these are books that people read just

for the love of reading. The recreative and cultural

values of such reading by people young and old,

many of whom never had owned such books be-

fore, are beyond all computation.

The effort of these young people of the Foun-

dation, dedicated to the task of promoting the

reading of good books for greater numbers of our

population at a price within the reach of all, will

live on in the lives of those whom they serve and
in the growing enrichment of the cultural life of

America.
\



New Publications in the Leisure Time Field

Play Streets and Their Use for

Recreational Programs
By Edward V. Norton, M.A. A. S. Barnes and Company,
New York. $1.00.

THERE HAS NEVER been a compilation available on
* street play, its origin and historical background, the

experiments which have been made in a number of cities,

the method of organization, and successful forms of ac-

tivities which may be used. Mr. Norton has performed
this much needed service and he has given us, in addi-

tion, the results of his own experiences in developing

play streets under the sponsorship of the play street pro-

ject of the WPA. Recreation workers will be particu-

larly interested in the discussion of the adaptation of ac-

tivities of various types to street play.

The Abingdon Party Book
By Ethel Owen. The Abingdon Press, New York. $1.00.

THE AUTHOR, well known as a writer of books on social
'

recreation, has included in this volume three of her

party books A Book of Original Parties; Parties That

Are Different; The Happy Party Book together with

some new parties. The result is a volume of more than

thirty-five parties all characterized by originality.

Sketches and illustrations throughout the book with eight

color inserts make clear the ideas and suggestions. The

parties planned are such that they may be given in homes,

schools, clubs and wherever people gather together for a

good time.

101 Things for Little Folks To Do
By Lillie B. and Arthur C. Horth. J. B. Lippincott Com-

pany, Philadelphia. $2.00.

To PROVIDE little children with simple occupations suita-

ble for rainy days and holidays is the purpose of this

attractively illustrated book. All the materials suggested
for use in making things are those which as far as pos-

sible are easily obtainable in the home. Where material

must be bought, the cost is little. The diagrams are self-

explanatory and the accompanying text provides simple
instructions in simple language.

Youth Serves the Community
By Paul R. Hanna. *D. Appleton-Century Company, In-

corporated, New York. $2.00.

YOUTH SERVES THE COMMUNITY is the introductory
book to a series sponsored by the Progressive Educa-

tion Association which is designed "to help teachers and
other educational workers to do more thorough and ef-

fective work in the schools." This particular volume pre-

sents the results of a study of what children and youth
have been doing to promote community welfare in this

country and abroad. It describes a great variety of suc-

cessful projects in which children and youth have par-

ticipated and which have had educational value to the in-

dividual and at the same time have made significant con-

tributions to social betterment. Recreation workers will

be especially interested in the chapters on "Youth Con-
tributes to Public Safety" ; "Youth Contributes to Civic
Beauty"; "Youth Contributes to Civic Arts."

Ten Good Parties
Compiled by Miriam J. Williams. The Farmer's Wife
Magazine. St. Paul, Minnesota. $.10.

TEN GOOD PARTIES "that are fun" parties ranging from
a New Year's party to a gypsy picnic make up this

attractive booklet. Another pamphlet on parties emanat-
ing from the same source is Children's Parties, by Myrtle
J. Trachsel (10 cents) in which suggestions are offered
for party plans, decorations, games and activities, and re-
freshments. In addition to these helpful booklets, The
Farmer's Wife Magazine has issued a number of bul-
letins of interest to recreation workers. These include
Books for Boys and Girls, with descriptive matter (five

cents) ; Books Worth Reading (five cents) ; Money-
Making Plans for Women's Organizations (five cents) ;

How to Organize and Carry on a Club (10 cents) ; The
Puppet Theater (10 cents), and Good Home Talent

Plays compiled by Edna L. Waldo (five cents).

"Handy Il"-Kit Q
Big Times in Small Spaces. Edited by Lynn Rohrbough.

Cooperative Recreation Service, Delaware, Ohio. $.25.
HECREATION LEADERS will welcome this revised material
' on Games and Stunts for Crowded Places, which of-

fers a number of suggestions for the leader who is faced
with the necessity of providing activities for an audience
which has attended another session and which has been
seated for an hour or more. Mr. Rohrbough offers game
material and stunts for which some advance preparation
may be made and other material which may be planned
for at a moment's notice.

The Coaching of Soccer
By Hubert E. Coyer. W. B. Saunders Company, Phila-

delphia. $2.00.

AA R. COYER offers many tested suggestions in his book
1 which will prove especially helpful in teaching the

fundamentals of soccer, developing team play and sound

judgment, and in utilizing playing material to the best

advantage. The technique of each skill required is dis-

cussed, together with its uses, advantages and disad-

vantages. A particularly helpful feature of the book is its

illustrations. Each technique for playing the ball or the

opponent, and each defensive and offensive team forma-
tion is clearly pictured.

Social Treatment in Probation

and Delinquency
Pauline V. Young, Ph.D. McGraw-Hill Book Company,

Inc., New York. $4.00.
THIS is A BOOK ON METHOD a most thorough and com-

prehensive study of the factors involved in any case

of delinquency. 'The author citis a few typical cases of

119
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delinquent youth and around them arrays the forces that

cause a delinquency and the social and legal agencies that

deal with the cases. Community disorganization and

rapid social change the broken family, sordid poverty

and lack of community responsibility pour a continuous

stream of helpless children into the hands of the social

agencies, police, the courts, probation officers, and penal

institutions.

What agencies should deal with these cases? How
should such cases be studied scientifically ? What part do

the police, the courts and probation officers play?

should parental education be carried on? What are the

qualifications of the worker with delinquent youth ? These

and many other questions are answered on the basis of

very careful research findings.

The final section of the volume deals with the utiliza-

tion of community resources in the work of unadjusted

youth and parents among them the church, the school,

community recreation agencies, coordinating councils and

the juvenile court clinic. These are described and ap-

praised. An ideal is set up for recreation and recreation

workers as the author quotes from the White House Con-

ference on Child Health and Protection. . . . "The play-

ground official of the future will be rather a community

agent than a playground director. The background of

child life must be known as it is seen, not only on the

playground but on the streets and in the alleys."

This book is indeed a "Treatise and Casebook for

Court Workers, Probation Officers and Other Child Wel-

fare Workers."

The Romance Map of Maine.

Compiled by Alice E. Fowler and Grace F. Dodge.

Artist, Mildred C. Green. Secure from Mrs. Grace

F. Dodge, Boothbay, Maine. $.50.

The latest in the attractive series of Romance Maps,

the map of Maine, is made up of cleverly arranged

sketches of historical events, famous people, interesting

legends, and animals of Maine. If you are interested m
historical events or if Maine happens to be your favorite

vacation haunt, as it is with so many people, you will not

want to miss this publication.

This New America.

By Alfred C. Oliver, Jr. and Harold M. Dudley.

Longmans, Green and Company, New York. $1.50.

Here is the story of the CCC since the inauguration of

which almost 2,000,000 young men have enrolled in camps.

The book gives statistical information regarding the work

done in the conservation of our national resources, but

what is more important, it testifies to the work which is

being done in the conservation of our national youth.

The editors of this book had access to government files

containing thousands of letters by enrollees describing

life in the camps. Many of these human documents are

published in This New America.

The Junior Natural History.

The American Museum of Natural History, 77th

Street and Central Park West, New York. $1.00 a

year ; 10 cents a copy.

A monthly magazine containing information on birds,

animals, flowers and natural phenomena, presented in a

way to appeal to children. The magazine is profusely il-

lustrated with beautiful pictures.

Mental Games.

The Walther League, 6438 Eggleston Avenue, Chi-

cago, Illinois. $.10.

Here are nine mimeographed pages of interesting brain

puzzlers gathered from various sources.

Improved Personnel in Government Service.

Published in The Annals of the American Academy
of Political and Social Science, January 1937. Ameri-

can Academy of Political and Social Science, 3457

Walnut Street, Philadelphia. $2.00.

This issue of the Annals has been devoted to the sub-

ject of personnel in government service, and a number of

outstanding leaders have contributed articles on the fol-

lowing subjects: Spoils and Democracy; the Develop-
ment of a Professional Public Service; New Techniques
of Public Personnel Administration; the Reform Move-
ment: Old and New; Improved Personnel in Govern-

ment Service. Among the contributors are C. A. Dykstra,

City Manager of Cincinnati ; Ordway Tead, lecturer and

writer ; Lewis Meriam of the Brookings Institution ;

Harold W. Dodds, president of Princeton University, and

others.

Happy Nature Adventures.

By Mary C. Butler. Dorrance and Company, Phila-

delphia. $1.50.

A nature lover whose own life has been enriched by
contact with nature tells delightfully of her ramblings.
It is interesting to note that no observation recorded

was made more than eight miles from the spot where the

writer lives.

Twig Key to Some Common Northeastern Trees.

By William M. Harlow. New York State College
of Forestry, Syracuse, New York. Single copies,

$.25 ; 100 or more, $.15.

Dr Harlow has presented a simple key to thirty-eight
common trees. Each twig has been photographed.
"Twigs are not just so many sticks terminating the

branches, but possess individuality of form, color, size

and often taste." Many leaders will be glad to become
familiar with their neighborhood trees or to make a tree

map of their playgrounds by this means. Reviewed by
William G. Final.

Officers and Directors of the National
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YEAR BOOK ON LIVING even when primarily governmental is a record of dreams and hard work
k on the part of many individuals and groups.

It is a record also of cooperation on the part of many:

Mayors and city managers

Councilmen

Recreation boards and recreation executives

School boards and school superintendents

Park boards and park superintendents

City planning boards and groups

Parent-Teacher groups

Labor groups

Church groups

Y. M. C. A.'s and Y. W. C. A.'s, and Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts and

Camp Fire Girls

Chambers of Commerce and Junior Chambers of Commerce

Rotary, Kiwanis. Lions, Civitans

Coordinating councils in the neighborhood

W. P. A. and N. Y. A. in the nation

the National Park Service and the Forestry Service

the Department of Agriculture Extension Service

from the lowest to the highest,

and many in between,

from the President of the United States

from the man on the street and his wife

who voted bond issue after bond issue

to keep up recreation and life-giving values.

and the national recreation movement

and the National Recreation Association

and its Board of Directors

and its contributors, thousands strong,

and its staff, the servant of all

the national recreation movement, the people of

the United States united for living.

HOWARD BRAUCHER

JUNE, 1937
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Jun

Outdc Recreation Grove, San Francis

A FRAGMENT OF JUNE
A stretch of blending tints of green,
Of sward and trees and blooming sheen;

The mingling blue of sapphire skies,

And fleecy clouds and purple dyes;
While over all lies fold on fold

Of Summer sunshine's shimmering gold.
Sweet-scented breezes, lingering, play

Where regal roses bow and sway.
The wine of life in loam and air;

The whir of winged life everywhere;
While Heaven leans low and spills soft gleams
Of glory, while Earth thrills and dreams
Beneath the touch, and wakes to swoon

Again in joy. Tis Mystic June.

Margaret Drake DeGtoot.
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A Summary of Community Recreation in 1936

Number of cities with play leadership or supervised facilities. . . 1,122
Total number of separate play areas reported 17 443
New play areas opened in 1936 for the first time 1,275
Total number of play areas and special facilities reported :

Outdoor playgrounds . . , 9,490

Recreation buildings . . . .' 1,347

Indoor recreation centers 3,947

Play streets 212

Archery ranges 270

Athletic fields 1,439

Haseball diamonds 3,568

liathing beaches 516

I 'x >\vling greens 184

Golf courses 354

I landbal! courts 1,409

Horseshoe courts 7,445

Ice skating areas 2,41 1

Picnic areas 2,065

Shuffleboard courts 1,159

Ski jumps 114

Softball diamonds 7,369

Stadiums . 155

Camps day 138

Swimming pools 1,142

Tennis courts 10,029

Toboggan slides 272

Wading pools 1,295

Total number of employed recreation leaders 46,550
:i

Total number of leaders employed full time the year round. . . ; 2,792

Total number of volunteer leaders 8,579

Total expenditures for public recreation $56,287,176.80 4

(1) This figure includes outdoor playgrounds, recreation buildings, indoor recreation centers,

play streets, athletic fields, bathing beaches, golf courses and summer camps.

(2) Indoor centers open for the first time are not included.

(3) 26,498 of these leaders were paid from Emergency funds.

(4) $32,341.777.87 of this amount was Emergency funds.
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Community Recreation Leadership, Facilities

and Activities in 1936

THE
RECREATION YEAR HOOK has special sig-

nificance in a period of marked change in the

community recreation movement, affording as

it does a basis for determining the trends in per-

sonnel, expenditures, facilities, and activities. The

YEAR BOOK for 1936 is of particular interest he-

cause it indicates to what extent a general im-

provement in business conditions during the year

was reflected in normal recreation service and also

the extent to which Federal funds and personnel

have contributed to recreation programs in local

communities.

During recent years local recreation facilities

and programs have been made possible, or extend-

ed, in many American communities because of the

funds which have been made available by Fed-

eral emergency agencies. Because of this fact the

YEAR BOOKS for 1933, 1934, and 1935 have been

published in two sections. The main section re-

corded work in cities which provided local funds

for recreation, although in many cases they were

supplemented from Federal sources. The other

section contained reports from communities in

which recreation service was made possible en-

tirely through emergency funds and which other-

wise would not have been included in the YEAR
BOOKS.

This year, however, because the Works Prog-

ress Administration authorities decided to make a

study of the recreation work carried on under its

auspices in 1936, cities reporting emergency funds

only have been omitted from the YEAR BOOK. It

records only service in communities, which either

partially or entirely financed their recreation pro-

grams from non-relief funds. It is therefore com-

parable in scope to the main section of the three

preceding YEAR BOOKS and, except for the fact

that many of the cities listed secured supplementary
funds from emergency sources, it affords a fail-

basis for comparison with the earlier YEAR BOOKS

issued by the Association. In the following pages,

where references are made to data for previous

years they take into account only reports from

cities which provided some local funds.
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The YEAR BOOK for 1936 contains reports of

recreation service in 1,122 communities.* This

number represents a slight decrease as compared
with 1935, although this difference is more than

accounted for by communities in a single state,

which, in 1935, carried on a limited recreation

program largely financed by emergency funds, but

with small local appropriations which entitled

these communities to appear in the main body of

the YEAR BOOK. Otherwise, there is no marked

change in the number or general distribution of

the cities submitting reports. There is little evi-

dence that in 1936 many cities took over responsi-

bility for financing programs supported by emer-

gency funds the previous year, or that many com-

munities which carried on a regular program in

1.935 transferred the burden to emergency au-

thorities last year.

Because of the importance of leadership and

because the number of recreation leaders paid
from regular funds has decreased during the de-

pression, it is of special interest to note an ap-

preciable increase in the number of such workers

in 1936 when 20,052 leaders were reported em-

ployed from regular funds. Even more significant
is the fact that the number of workers employed
on a full time year round basis, namely 2,792. was

greater than reported in any previous year. The
contribution which the Federal government made
to local recreation service in 1936 is suggested by
the fact that 26,498 leaders supplemented the

work of the workers paid from regular funds, in

the cities reporting. Nearly 12,000 of these emer-

gency workers were serving on a full-time basis.

Without doubt the availability of this large num-
ber of workers paid from emergency funds ac-

counted for the further decrease in the number of

persons serving as voluntary recreation leaders.

*
Reports from the following were received too late to be

listed in the statistical tables although the information
which they contained has been included in the summary
figures: Mansfield, Ark.; Pasadena, Calif. (City and
Park Department) ; Norwalk, Conn. ; Miami Beach" Fla. ;

Twin Falls, Idaho; Peoria, 111. (Recreation Commis-
sion) ; Oswego, Kans.

; Cliffside Park, N. J. ; Bend,
Oregon.



Additional evidence that a start has been made
in the restoring of recreation budgets is given by
the figures relating to recreation expenditures. A
total of nearly $24,000,000 was reported spent in

1936 as compared with nearly $21,500,000 in the

preceding year. It appears that much of this in-

crease was devoted to the development of new
facilities and areas rather than to the extension of

operating budgets.

Figures also indicate that local funds were sup-

plemented in 475 cities by $32,342,000 supplied
from emergency sources. The amount of money
spent from emergency funds for community rec-

reation leadership, facilities, and service in 1936
was considerably greater than the amount from
local sources. These figures emphasize the mag-
nitude of the problem which is facing local com-
munities as to how they can increase their local

budgets and maintain existing recreation services

in case Federal funds are withdrawn or materi-

ally curtailed.

There was a marked increase in the number of

playgrounds, recreation buildings, and indoor rec-

reation centers conducted under leadership in

1936. In fact the number of these centers was

greater than in any previous year. Total average

daily attendances at summer playgrounds, namely

3,158,907, represent an increase of two-thirds

over the 1935 figure and are exceeded only by the

attendances reported in 1930. The total reported

attendances at playgrounds throughout the year
were 320,474,216, an increase of nearly 40% over

1935 am~l a new annual attendance record.

The total participation in programs afforded in

recreation buildings and indoor centers totaled

85,880,000, an increase of 33% over previous

years and by far the largest attendance ever re-

corded for indoor facilities. These considerable

increases in the number of persons making use of
outdoor and indoor centers doubtless reflect a

greater use of these facilities by youth and adults

and also longer periods of operation due to the

availability of large numbers of emergency
workers.

The tremendous extent to which community
recreation agencies are serving children, youth and
adults in their leisure time is further reflected by
the reports of special facilities and of special rec-

reation activities. Increases are recorded in the

number of most types of facilities and likewise in

the. number of individuals taking advantage of

them. To a similar extent the number of cities

reporting various activities is considerably greater
than in 1935 and the number of individuals par-

ticipating indicates that increasingly people are

taking advantage of enlarged opportunities for

recreation activity.

On the whole the YEAR BOOK for 1936 presents
a most encouraging picture. At the same time it

offers a very definite challenge to localities to pre-

pare for the time when they must assume more

responsibility for the financing of the greatly en-

larged program which is now made possible only

because of Federal funds.

Leadership

A total of 20,052 recreation workers were re-

ported paid from regular funds in 702 cities in

1936, or an increase of 1,556 workers over the

preceding year. It is less, however, than the num-

ber of leaders reported during the early years of

the depression when fewer emergency recreation

workers were available.

The total number of full time year round work-

ers in 1936 was 2,792, a gain of 186 over 1935,

and is the largest number of such workers ever

reported. This figure doubtless reflects an increase

in full time employment by local recreation au-

thorities, but it also includes a few golf profes-

sionals and managers of golf courses who were

not previously reported. A few cities employed

full time year round workers in 1936 for the first

time. In the case of both year round and seasonal

leaders, the men outnumbered the women to a

greater extent than in previous years.

Cities which provided recreation service through

regular funds also utilized a large number of

emergency leaders in 1936. The number of such

leaders, 26,498, exceeds by 5,465 the comparable
number reported in 1935 and is also greater than

the number of workers paid from regular funds.

In other words, in the 702 cities reporting leader-

ship paid from regular funds, there were more

leaders paid from emergency funds than from

other sources. Less than one-half of these emer-

gency leaders worked on a "full time" basis.
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Recreation Workers Paid from Regular Funds

Cities reporting employed recreation workers 702
Men workers employed 1 1,464
Women workers employed 8,588
Total workers employed 20,052
Cities reporting workers employed full time year round 288

Men workers employed full time year round 1,632
Women workers employed full time year round , 1,152
Total workers employed full time year round 2,792*

* Includes 8 workers whose sex was not reported.

Supplementary Workers Paid from Emergency Funds in Cities

Providing Regular Service

Cities reporting such workers 540
Men workers employed I 7, I 33
Women workers employed

'

9,365
Total workers employed 26,498
Cities reporting workers employed full time 275
Men workers employed full time 8,401

Women workers employed full time 3,557
Total workers employed full time 1 1 ,958

Volunteers

The decreasing part which is being played by
volunteer workers is indicated by the fact that the

number of such leaders reported in 1936 was less

than 64% of that in 1933, the "peak" year. 8,579

volunteer leaders were reported in 1936; of this

group 4,441 were men and 4,138 were women.

The number of cities reporting volunteers is 268

as compared with 335 in 1933.

Playgrounds and Indoor Centers

Outdoor Playgrounds

Reports indicate that more outdoor playgrounds

were conducted under leadership in 1936 than in

any previous year. A total of 9,490 was reported

as compared with 8,062 in 1935. As in 1934 and

1935, many of these playgrounds were doubtless

open because of the leaders who were assigned by

the relief authorities for service with recreation

agencies. The use of emergency leaders is also

reflected in the number of playgrounds open the

year round, which were more numerous than ever

before.

The expansion of playground service in the

cities represented in the YEAR BOOK is further in-

dicated by the fact that the increased number of

playgrounds under leadership in 1936 was re-

ported by fewer cities than three years previous.

Furthermore 900 playgrounds were reported open
under leadership last year for the first time. The

growing popularity of the playgrounds is also

attested by the marked increase in the average

daily summer attendance per playground report-

ing and in the total attendances during the year.

Number of outdoor playgrounds for white and mixed groups (717 cities)

Open year round (206 cities) 2,121

Open during summer months only (591 cities) 5,032

Open during school year only (75 cities) 61 1

Open during other seasons ( 141 cities) IJ39
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Average daily summer attendance of participants ( 5,679 playgrounds in 527 cities) 2,101,416*

Average daily summer attendance of spectators (3,535 playgrounds in 387 cities) 724,262*
Number of outdoor playgrounds open in 1936 for the first time (243 cities) 816

In addition to the foregoing, outdoor playgrounds for colored people are reported as follows :

Number of playgrounds for colored poeple ( 176 cities) 587

Open year round (73 cities) 216

Open during summer months only ( 1 18 cities) .'.... 294

Open during school year only (13 cities) ,25

Open during other seasons (26 cities) 52
'^'

Average daily summer attendance of participants (290 playgrounds in 105 cities) ...... 64,793**

Average daily summer attendance of spectators (200 playgrounds in 82 cities) 22,641**
Number of playgrounds for colored people open in 1936 for the first time (50 cities) .... 84

Total number of playgrounds for white and colored people (718 cities) 949O
Total average daily summer attendance of participants and spectators, white and colored

(6,493 playgrounds) 3,158,907

Total attendance of participants and spectators at playgrounds during periods under

leadership for white and colored people (8,402 playgrounds in 581 cities) 320,474,216

Total number of playgrounds for white and colored people open in 1936 for the first time 900

* In addition to this number, 5 cities report an average daily summer attendance of both participants and spectators at

523 playgrounds totaling 245,395.
** In addition to this number, 1 city reported an average daily summer attendance of both participants and spectators at

1 playground totaling 400.

Recreation Buildings

One thousand three hundred and forty-seven 1936 and others are existing buildings which were

recreation buildings were reported open under equipped and operated by personnel paid by emer-

leadership in 1936 or 304 more than the previous gency funds. The total attendance of participants

year. Of this number, 180 were open for use recorded at 916 recreation buildings was more

under leadership in 1936 for the first time. Some than fifty-five million,

of these buildings are structures built in 1935 or

Number of recreation buildings for white and mixed groups (306 cities) 1,223

Total yearly or seasonal attendance of participants (824 buildings in 217 cities) 52,450,260

Number of recreation buildings for white and mixed groups open in 1936 for the first

time (89 cities)
' ' Y '.

l $ l

In addition, recreation buildings for colored people are reported as follows :

Number of recreation buildings for colored people (88 cities) 124

Total yearly or seasonal attendance of participants (92 buildings in 63 cities) . . 2,720,694

Number of recreation buildings for colored people open in 1936 for the first time (24 cities) 29

Total number of recreation buildings for white and colored people ( (321 cities) .... 1,347

Total yearly or seasonal attendance of participants at recreation buildings for white and

colored people (916 buildings in 229 cities) 55> I 7>954

Total number of recreation buildings for white and colored people open in 1935 for the

first time
l8
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Indoor Recreation Centers

Under this heading are reported schools,

churches, city halls, social centers and other build-

ings which are not used exclusively for recreation

but in which a recreation program is regularly
carried on under leadership. More cities reported

centers than in 1935 and the number of centers

was 308 greater. Sixty-three per cent of the cen-

ters were open three or more sessions weekly, and

they accounted for 74% of the total attendance of

participants.

Number of centers open 3 or more sessions weekly (3/0 cities) 2,494

Total yearly or seasonal attendance of participants (2,029 centers in 272 cities) 22,842,514

Number of centers open less than 3 sessions weekly (200 cities) M53
Total yearly or seasonal attendance of participants (1,238 centers in 135 cities) 7,866,801

Total number of indoor recreation centers (415 cities) 3>947

Total attendance of participants (3,267 centers in 306 cities) 3O>7O9-3 I 5

Play Streets

Twenty-six cities report a total of 212 streets

closed for play under leadership. 76 of these

streets in 10 cities were open in 1936 for the first

time. Although comparatively few in number,

these play streets serve large numbers of people

as indicated by the fact that 15 cities report an

average daily attendance of 17,238 participants at

135 centers.

Recreation Facilities

The table which follows indicates the extent to

which several types of recreation facilities were

made available and used during 1936. The list

includes picnic areas and day camps in addition to

the facilities reported in previous years.

In general, the number of facilities reported and

the participation for the year are appreciably

greater than for 1935. Archery and shufneboard

courts show a marked increase, and to a lesser

degree, ice skating areas, ski jumps, outdoor

swimming pools and tennis courts. Many new

facilities were open in 1936 for the first time.

Figures for the total number of uses made of

various facilities are incomplete but they indicate

certain trends in the popularity of recreation fa-

cilities and areas. The total participation at arch-

ery courts increased nearly four fold, at baseball

and Softball diamonds more than one-third and at

outdoor swimming pools nearly one-half. Among

the few facilities at which a smaller use was

recorded were ski jumps and toboggan slides.

The widespread appeal of outdoor swimming is

evidenced by the participation reported at bathing

beaches and swimming pools in 1936, totaling

nearly eighty million. Next in order are the base-

ball diamonds with 13,710,000 participants, fol-

lowed closely by softball diamonds, ice skating

areas and picnic areas, in the order named. These

figures corroborate the reports indicating the in-

creasing popularity of swimming, ice skating and

picnicking.

Throughout the following table the figures in

parentheses indicate the number of cities report-

ing in each particular case and the figures in

brackets indicate the number of facilities for

which information relative to participation is

given.

Facilities Number

Archery Ranges 270 ( 141 )

Athletic Fields 1,439 (54)

Baseball Diamonds 3,568 (645)

Participants

per season

413,821 (70)

[121]

7,356,993 (l66)

[413]

13,710,055 (274)

[1,801]

X umber open in

1936 for first time

48 (30)

63 (52)

J39 (70
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Municipal

The forms of municipal administration in the cities reporting recreation service in 1936 are sum-

marized as follows :

Managing Authority Number of Agencies

Playground and Recreation Commissions, Boards and Departments 229
Park Commissions, Boards, Departments and Committees 210

Boards of Education and other School Authorities 199

Mayors, City Councils, City Managers, and Borough Authorities 119
Park and Recreation Commissions, Boards and Departments 28

*Municipal Playground Committees, Associations and Advisory Commissions 27

Departments of Public Works . 21

Departments of Public Welfare 1 1

Departments of Parks and Public Property or Buildings 1 1

Departments of Public Service 9
Golf Commissions 6

Swimming Pool, Beach and Bath Commissions 5

Forest Preserve Districts 2

Other Departments 22

* These authorities administer recreation facilities and programs financed by municipal funds although in some of the

cities it is probable that they are not -municipally appointed. Many of these authorities function very much as Recrea-
tion Boards and Commissions.

Private

Private organizations maintaining playgrounds, recreation centers or community recreation activities

in 1936 are reported as follows:

Managing Authority Number of Agencies

Community House Organizations, Community and Social Center Boards and Me-
morial Building Associations 38

Playground and Recreation Associations, Committees, Councils and Leagues, Com-

munity Service Boards, Committees and Associations 31

Y. M. C. A.'s 10

Civic, Neighborhood and Community Leagues, Clubs and Improvement Associations TO

American Legion . . 9
Kiwanis Clubs 9

Park and Playground Trustees 7

Parent Teacher Associations : 7

Industrial Plants 6

' Welfare Federations and Associations, Social Service Leagues, Settlements and Child

Welfare Organizations 5

Chambers of Commerce and Commercial Clubs 5

Women's Clubs and other women's organizations . . 5

American Red Cross 4
Churches 4

Lions Clubs 3

Boys' Work Organizations , 2

Rotary Clubs 2

Athletic Clubs 2

M iscellaneous 8
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Agencies Reporting Full Time Year Round Workers
change as compared with recent years in the num-
ber of agencies of various types which employ full

time year round leadership. Except for the play-
ground and recreation departments, and to a much
lesser extent, the park departments, comparatively
few of the municipal agencies employ recreation
workers on this basis.

In the following table are summarized the types

of municipal and private agencies reporting one

or more recreation workers employed on a full

time year round basis during 1936. Since in a

number of cities two or more agencies employ
such workers, it should be kept in mind that the

figures indicate agencies rather than cities.

The tables which follow indicate very little

Municipal

Managing Authority Number of Agencies

Playground and Recreation Commissions, Boards and Departments 124
Park Commissions, Boards, Bureaus and Departments

1-7

Boards of Education and other School Authorities 2 S

Park and Recreation Commissions and Departments j6

Departments of Public Welfare g

Departments of Public Works c

Municipal Playground Committees, Recreation Associations, etc
5

Departments of Parks and Public Property 4
City Councils

Swimming Pool, Beach and Bath House Commissions 2
Miscellaneous

j c

Private

Managing Authority Number of Agencies

Community Building Associations, Community House Boards and Recreation Center

Committees 20

Playground and Recreation Associations, Committees, Councils and Community
Service Boards 10

Settlements and Neighborhood House Associations, Welfare Federations, etc 9
Park and Playground Trustees

3
Industrial Plants 2

Miscellaneous 8

Finances

A total of $23,945,398.93 was reported spent by

774 cities from regular sources, public or private,

in 1936. This amount represents an increase of

nearly $2,500,000 or more than 1 1% over the ex-

penditures reported in 1935, which in turn ex-

ceeded those of the preceding year.

The increase in expenditures from regular

sources in a year when large emergency funds

were available indicates the acceleration of an up-

ward trend which is encouraging. It is impossible

to determine how much of the increase was spent

for various purposes such as permanent improve-
ments or salaries for leadership because many
cities failed to classify their expenditures. It is

e\ident, however, that much of the additional

funds was spent for land, buildings or permanent

equipment because the amount reported spent for

these purposes was more than 75% greater than

in 1935. Fewer cities reported their expenditures
for leadership than in 1935 and consequently the

total amount is less. If one of these cities which

reported leadership salaries of $1,262,000. in 1935
had reported its 1936 expenditures in detail, the

total for all cities reporting would have been the

same for both years. Salaries for workers other

than leaders show a marked increase.

The following table shows the amounts spent

from regular funds for various purposes in 1936.
The figures in parentheses indicate the number of

cities reporting.

131



Land, Buildings, Permanent Equipment $ 3,873,534.33 (314)

Upkeep, Supplies and Incidentals 3,562,1 14.64 (594)

Salaries and Wages for Leadership 5,766,926.10 (567)

For Other Services 4,648,383.85 (380)

Total Salaries and Wages 1 1,522,028.76 (624)

Total Expenditures for Recreation in 1936 23,945,398.93 (774)

The following additional expenditures were re-

ported from emergency funds in 475 cities carry-

ing on some regular recreation service in 1936.

The importance of emergency funds to the rec-

reation movement in 1936 is indicated by the fact

that in these cities the reported expenditures from

such funds exceeded the amount spent from reg-

ular funds in 774 cities by $8,400,000. More than

twice as much emergency money was spent in

1936 as in 1935 in the cities reporting regular rec-

reation service. Whereas in 1935 payments to

leaders exceeded expenditures for land and per-

manent improvements, conditions were reversed

in 1936. Nevertheless, the total amount which

emergency leaders in 336 cities received in salaries

and wages last year was go% greater than lead-

ers paid from regular funds received for their

services in 567 cities.

Land, Buildings, Permanent Equipment $13,500,612.92 (132)

Salaries and Wages for Leadership 10,988,291.69 (336)

Total Expenditures 32,341,777.87 (475)

Sources of Support

The sources from which regular funds were secured for financing community recreation programs
and facilities are summarized in the following table. Receipts from fees and charges supplemented the

sources in 234 cities :

Source of Support

Municipal Funds

Private Funds

County Funds

Municipal and Private Funds ,

Miscellaneous Public and Private Funds,

Xumber of Cities

804
160

146

96

34

The following table indicates the amounts spent from three main sources of income. Of the total

amount, the source of which was reported, 86 per cent came from public funds, as compared with only

82 per cent in 1935. A corresponding decrease in the amount from fees and charges suggests that

revenues from income producing facilities were considerably less in 1936 than the previous year.

Amount

Municipal and County Funds $19,518,950.06

Fees and Charges 2 3 I 5> I 35- I9

Private Funds 806,684.21

Per cent

of Total-.

86

10

4

Number

of Cities

627

234

208

Bond Issues

Nineteen cities reported bond issues for recreation passed in 1936 totaling $829,600. Expenditures
from bond funds in 23 cities total $1,782,433.55.
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Amount of Bond
City and State Issues Passed

Phoenix, Arizona

Chico, California $ 22,100.00
San Francisco, California

Seymour, Indiana
15,000.00

Washington, Indiana

Des Moines, Iowa

Duluth, Minnesota

Kearney, Nebraska 35,000.00

Reno, Nevada 45,000.00

Manchester, New Hampshire 25,000.00

Elizabeth, New Jersey 53,000.00

Linden, New Jersey 30,000.00

Albany, New York 1,000.00
Floral Park, New York 6,000.00

Durham, North Carolina 25,000.00

Cincinnati, Ohio 210,000.00

Miamisburg, Ohio

Catasauqua, Pennsylvania 30,000.00

Lancaster, Pennsylvania 50,000.00

Cranston, Rhode Island 35,000.00

Newport, Rhode Island 18,000.00

Ogden, Utah '.

Parkersburg, West Virginia 17,500.00

Racine, Wisconsin 35,000.00
Marinette County, Wisconsin 25,000.00

Westmount, Quebec, Canada 152,000.00

Amount of Bond
Issues Expended

$920,000.00

22,IOO.OO

5,147.00

3,OOO.OO

IO,OOO.OO

69,182.36

20,222.04

2,000.00

25,000.00

51,644.00

27,500.00

I,OOO.OO

6,OOO.OO

25,OOO.OO

279,458.15

25,000.00

35,OOQ.OO

l8,OOO.OO

I2,68O.OO

17,500.00

35,000.00

20,000.00

152,000.00

Training Institutes

The necessity of providing supplementary train-

ing to employed leaders has become increasingly

evident during the last few years when so many

emergency workers have been assigned for ser-

vice with recreation agencies. No phase of recrea-

tion service recorded in the Year Book shows an

expansion in 1936 comparable to that relating to

training institutes. It is apparent that greater

emphasis was laid'upon the training of paid work-

ers in 1936 than ever before. A total of 728

institutes were reported in 221 cities, with a total

registration of 30,491 at 700 institutes. The aver-

age number of class hours was twice as large for

the paid workers' courses as at the institutes for

volunteer leaders.

The table which follows summarizes this insti-

tute data. The figures in parentheses indicate the

number of cities reporting and the figures in

brackets the number of institutes to which the ac-

companying figures relate.

Average

Registration

Average Class Hours
Per InstituteNumber

Institutes for paid workers only 374 ( *45) 45 [360] 25 [350]

Institutes for volunteer workers only 95 (45) 35 t93l J 3 [89]

Institutes for paid and volunteer workers 259 (114) 45 l>47] 26 [245]

Total number of institutes for paid and volunteer workers (221 cities) 728

Total registration at 700 institutes 3O49 1

Total class hours at 684 institutes *O,2I3
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Special Recreation Activities

The following table shows the comparative ex-

tent to which various activities are included in rec-

reation programs and also the number of indi-

viduals participating.

Each of the activities listed, except swimming,
was reported by more cities in 1936 than in 1935.

This indicates that cities are expanding the scope

of their recreation programs, in some instances

due to the availability of special workers supplied

by emergency agencies. Puppets and marionettes,

picnicking, NRA badge tests and arts and crafts

are a few of the activities in which a marked gain

was recorded.

Several activities were included in the Year

Book list for the first time, namely, badminton,

roque, shuffleboard, tap dancing and boating. The

number of cities reporting some of these features

indicates that they are winning an important place

in the recreation program.
Since participation figures are rarely submitted

by as many as one half of the cities reporting a

given activity, the information relating to the

number of individuals taking part in them is of

only limited value. The three most popular ac-

tivities in 1936, according to the figures submitted,

are swimming, picnicking and ice skating, in the

order named. Of the athletic games, softball leads,

followed by tennis, baseball, basketball and horse-

shoes.

In the table which follows, the figures in paren-

theses indicate the number of cities reporting the

participants.

Activities

Arts and Crafts

Cities

Reporting

Art Activities for Children 394
Art Activities for Adults 216

Handcraf t for Children 543

Handcraf t for Adults 290

A thletic A c tivities

Archery 16 r

Badge Tests (NRA) 132

Badminton 222

Baseball 670
Basketball , 548

Bowling Indoor 94

Bowling-on-the-green 75

Handball 250
Horseshoes 628

Roque 69

Shuffleboard 206

Soccer 300

Softball 662

Tennis 636
Track and Field .. 436

Volley Ball 554

Dancing

Folk Dancing 333
Social Dancing 298

Tap Dancing 307

Number of Different

Individuals Participating

112,947 (181)

42,366 (96)

274,455 (262)

44,220 (140)

24,135

29,483

18,388

227,299

182,526

19,850

16,551

22,439

179,588

7,6i8

50,049

6o,933

372,202

256,995

136,764

138,242

93,36o (152)

285,873 (135)

117,680 (151)
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Activities

Drama

Cities

Reporting

Drama Tournaments 129
Festivals 168

Pageants 251

Plays 374

Puppets and Marionettes 201

Storytelling 446

Music

Choral Groups 244

Community Singing 264
Instrumental Groups

'

281

Outing Activities

Camping 166

Gardening 87

Hiking 364
Nature Activities 235

Picnicking 426

Water Sports

Boating 87

Swimming 570

Swimming Badge Tests (NRA) 151

Winter Sports

Hockey 167

Skating 341

Skiing 103

Tobogganing 1 16

Miscellaneous Activities

Circuses : 4

Community Wide Celebrations 3O1

Forums, Discussion Groups, etc. ....... 126

Hobby Clubs or Groups 256

Motion Pictures ......' J6i

Playground Newspaper 9&

Safety Activities 281

Number of Different

Individuals Participating

20,467 (59)

71,312 (65)

100,222 (105)

55,162 (183)

9,812 (80)

162,365 (195)

42,878 (128)

433,067 (118)

68,868 (150)

32,684

15-444

70,005

30,430

58,942 (83)

553.7/0 (i33)

5,271 (32)

52,164 (40)

52,164 (66)

462,160 (127)

23,007 (59)

72,139 (129)

18,151 (41)

109,532 (108)
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Growth of Community Recreation Movement 1909-1936
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NOTE : One unit on vertical scale equals : 100 cities

2,500 paid leaders

2,000 centers under leadership or supervision

$3,333,333.33
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7. This report covers recreation service in Clearwater, Enterprise, Lynwood and Willowbrook.

8. This figure represents the 1936 attendance of participants only at the playgrounds from June 15th until

December 31st.

9. This figure represents the attendance of participants at only seven recreation buildings.

10. Golf course manager.

11. This golf course was not in use in 1936.

12. The Los Angeles County Department of Recreation, Camps and Playgrounds maintains recreation fa-

cilities in Arcadia, Artesia, Azusa, Baldwin Park, Bellflower, Bell Gardens, Belvedere, Bloomfield, Cas-

taic, Centinella, Claremont, Clearwater, Covina, Culver City, Downey, Duarte, El Monte, El Nido, Gar-

denia, Garvey, Glendale, Glendora, Gloria Gardens, Graham, Hawthorne, Hermosa Beach, Huntington
Park, Inglewood, Lancaster, LaVerne, Lawndale, Lennox, Los Nietos, Lynwocd, Manhattan Beach, Mon-
rovia, Monterey Park, Newhall, North Ranchito, Norwalk, Palmdale, Palos Verdes, Pomona, Puente,
Redondo Beach, Rosemead, San Dimas, San Fernando, San Gabriel, Saugus, Sierra Madre, South Gate,
South Pasadena, Temple City, Torrance, Whittier, Willowbrook and Wilntar.

13. This report covers recreation service in Chula Vista, Nestor, Otay and San Ysidro.

14. This figure includes attendance of participants at indoor recreation centers.

15. The Pasadena City School District includes the cities of Altadena and Pasadena.

16. This figure includes attendance of participants at recreation buildings.

17. This report also includes recreation service in Burlingame.

18. This figure represents the total number of men and women.

19. The Santa Barbara County Board of Forestry operated bathing beaches at Carpinteria, Gaviota, Goleta

and Surf.

20. This report covers recreation service in Ford City, South Taft, Taft Heights and other adjacent
territories.

21. This report covers recreation service in Avenue, Carmarillo, Conejo, Del Mar, El Rio, Guadalupe, Hu-

eneme, Montalvo, Moorpark, Mound, Oak View Gardens, Olivelands, Oxnard, Piru, Rio, Santa Paula,

Saticoy, Simi and Somis.

22. In addition, leaders were provided by the WPA and paid from emergency or relief funds.

23. Nineteen of these playgrounds are on park property and are maintained by the Park Department.

24. This course is operated by the Montrose Municipal Golf Club and is located on both public and private

property.

25. Part of the recreation work reported was conducted by the Recreation Commission.

26. This amount does not include the cost of operating golf courses, pools and other facilities not operated

directly by the National Capital Parks.

27. This report includes a 9-hole golf course which was not operated by the Recreation Board.

28. This amount does not include the cost of operating and maintaining an 18-hole golf course.

29. This golf course was operated and maintained by the Park Department with the Recreation Depart-
ment scheduling activities.

30. This figure represents only the operation expenditures of the Recreation Division.

31. The Chicago Recreation Commission acts in an advisory capacity and serves as a liaison group between
the public and private recreation agencies.

32. This department was known as the Recreation Commission after October 13, 1936.

33. Maintained a program of community recreation activities for colored citizens.

34. These facilities were operated by the Park Board and .the cost of operation and maintenance is not in-

cluded in this report.

35. This figure represents the attendance of participants and spectators at the playgrounds during the

months of June, July and August.

36. This figure does not include cost of operating swimming pool.

37. This is a 3-hole golf course.

38. These seven playgrounds are also included in the report of the Covington Public Recreation Commission.

39. This report covers recreation service in Anchorage, Buechel, Camp Taylor, Fern Creek, Jeffersontown,

Louisville, Lyndon, Valley Station and St. Matthews.

40. These 13 playgrounds are also included in the report of the Newport Playground Committee.

41. This figure includes attendance at seven indoor playgrounds.

42. The swimming pool was operated by the Park Board and the cost of its operation and maintenance is

not included in this report.
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The Metropolitan District Commission maintains recreation facilities in Belmont, Boston, Braintree,
Cambridge, Canton, Chelsea, Dedham, Everett, Hull, Lynn, Maiden, Medford, Melrose, Milton, Nahant,
Needham, Newton, Quincy, Revere, Stoneham, Swampscott, Wakefield, Waltham, Watertown, Wellesley,
Weston, Winchester and Winthrop.

This report includes recreation service in North Falmouth and Woods Hole.

Five additional leaders representing both men and women gave part time recreation service to the
Community Centre, Inc. but have been included in the Newton Playground Commission report.

This figure includes attendance of participants at two indoor recreation centers.

The recreation building is owned by Kellogg Foundation, but is supervised by the agency reporting.

This figure represents attendance of both participants and spectators.

The Flint Community Music Association promotes and operates a community-wide music program in

cooperation with public schools, churches, industries and homes.

This figure does not include the total amount expended for the operation and maintenance of the recre-
ation facilities reported.

These swimming pools are located in public school buildings. Their use during the summer and even-
ings during the winter is under the control of the Recreation Commission.

The bathing beach is operated by the Department of Streets and Parks.

The Board of Oakland County Park Trustees maintains a 9-hole golf course in Davisburg. It is leased
to a private individual.

Director of municipal band and municipal orchestra.

This golf course is owned by the City of Bayport but operated by a group of local citizens.

This report covers recreation service in Brooklyn, North Hibbing, South Hibbing, Stuntz, eight rural
communities and eight mining locations.

This report covers recreation service in Leonidas, Parkville and West Virginia.

This report covers recreation service in Alborn, Bear River, Brimson, Cherry Grove, Cook, Cotton,
Embarass Valley, Floodwood, Jackson, Munger, Palo and Toivola. There are also a large number of
additional rural communities served by the Extension Department.

There were in addition to this worker others giving recreation service and paid from regular funds.

This report covers recreation service in Alexandria, Belvidere, Bruning, Chester, Davenport, Deshler
and Hubbell.

This is a 27-hole golf course.

Leadership .at the recreation building is provided by the Recreation Commission.

The Essex County Park Commission maintains recreation facilities in Belleville, Bloomfield, Caldwell,
East Orange, Essex Fells, Irvington, Millburn, Montclair, Newark, Nutley, Orange, South Orange,
Verona and West Orange.

Owned by the Board of Education and supervised during the summer months by the playground director.

Also see report listed as School District of South Orange and Maplewood.

This represents a beach area which is six miles in length.

This report covers recreation service in Paterson, Totowa, Wayne Township and West Paterson.

Funds are received from "Taxation by Contract" on all restricted property.

This figure represents attendance at six summer playgrounds.

The Union County Park Commission maintains recreation facilities in Cranford, Elizabeth, Garwood,
Hillside, Kenilworth, Linden, Mountainside, New Providence, Plainfield, Rahway, Roselle, Roselle Park,
Scotch Plains, Summit, Union and Westfield.

Nine of these courts are on Board of Education property but are supervised and controlled by the Rec-
reation Commission during the summer season.

Two leaders are employed as supervisors at tennis and ice skating areas.

The Erie County Park Commission maintains recreation facilities in Aurora, East Hamburg, Lancaster
and Tonawanda.

This individual is also reported as a full time year round worker with the Outing Club.

This report includes recreation service in Brighton, Hamlin, Mendon, Penfield, Perenton, Pittsford, Riga
and Webster.

The Westchester County Park Commission maintains recreation facilities in Ardsley, Cortlandt, Har-
mon, Mount Vernon, New Rochelle, Rye, Tarrytown, White Plains, Yonkers and Yorktown.

This figure represents the attendance of participants at only ten indoor centers.

This figure does not include the salaries paid to 16 baseball and basketball officials.

This report includes recreation service in Addyston, Arlington Heights, Blue Ash, Deer Park, Elmwood
Place, Fairfax, Glendale, Hazelwood, Lockland, Loveland, Madeira, Madisonville, Mariemont, Milford,
Monfort Heights, Montgomery, Mt. Healthy, New Burlington, Newton, North Bend, North College Hill,

Plainville, Reading, Remington, St. Bernard, Sharonville, Silverton,, Springdale, Sycamore Township,
Terrace Park, White Oak, Woodlawn and Wyoming.

This figure does not include money expended by local communities outside of Cincinnati for operation
and maintenance of recreation facilities.
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81. The Cleveland Metropolitan Park District maintains recreation facilities in Bedford, Berea, Bentleyville,

Brecksville, Euclid, Fairview, Hinckly Township, Lakewood, Olmsted, Parma, Parma Heights, Rocky
River, Royalton and Strongsville.

82. This figure represents the attendance of participants at only nine indoor recreation centers.

83. This figure represents the participation at six courts where fees are charged.

84. This report includes recreation service in Bay Village, Bedford, Berea, Brecksville, Brook Park, Cleve-

land, Cleveland Heights, Cuyahoga Heights, Dover, East Cleveland, Euclid, Fairview, Garfield Heights,

Lakewood, Lyndhurst, Miles Heights, North Olmsted, Olmsted, Parma, Parma Heights, Rocky River,

South Euclid and Strongsville.

85. This figure does not include the cost of maintaining the recreation facilities reported.

86. One of these is a 15-hole golf course.

87. This figure includes playground attendance.

88. This is an 11-hole golf course.

89. In addition to this amount, approximately $53,500 were expended by the Park Department, Water Bureau
'

and School District for the maintenance of the recreation facilities reported.

90. This bathing beach is privately owned but is supervised and financed by the Civic Association Recrea-
tion Council.

91. This report covers recreation service in Georgetown, Larksville, Lee Park, Midvale, Plains, Plymouth,
Sugar Notch, Warrior Run and Wilkes-Barre.

92. Many of the facilities listed in the Board of Recreation report are on Park Department property.

93. This report covers recreation service in Kingston, Mantanuck, Peace Dale, Wakefield and West Kingston, i

94. The swimming pools are operated by another commission.

95. This swimming pool is owned by the city but is operated by the American Red Cross.

96. This figure does not include the expenditures of the Park Department.

97. This figure includes the attendance of participants at 14 indoor centers.

98. This figure includes the attendance of participants at 12 recreation buildings.

99. This figure does not include $14,000.00 in power and water service provided by the Water and Light <

Department.

100. This individual gave service as golf pro and pool manager.

101. This report includes an 18-hole municipal golf course not operated by the Recreation Department.

102. Water and electricity were furnished by the municipality without a charge.

103. This report includes recreation service provided in Central, EIko, Fort Lee, Glen Allen, Highland Springs,
Richmond, Sandston and Westhampton.

104. Twenty-five of the 94 men and women who served as emergency recreation leaders also gave service to '

the Colored Recreation Association.

105. Twenty-five emergency leaders who served the Colored Recreation Association are also included in the

Community Recreation Association report.

106. This report covers recreation service in Blacksville, Cassville, Continental, Everettsville, Jerome Park,
Osage, Pursglove, Sabraton, Star City, Wana and Westover.

107. A number of facilities listed are on Park Department property and the cost of maintenance has not been
included in the reported expenditures.

108. This report covers recreation service in Coleman, Crivitz, Marinette, Niagara, Pembine, Peshtigo and
Wausaukee.

109. The Milwaukee County Park Commission maintains recreation facilities in Brown Deer, Greenfield,
North Milwaukee, Shorewood, South Milwaukee, Wauwatosa and West Allis.

110. The bathing beaches were operated jointly by the Park Board and Board of Education, the latter

furnishing guards and instructors.

111. The outdoor swimming pool was open under supervision for one week only.

112. This figure includes attendance of participants at two shower centers.

113. This report includes several recreation facilities which were not operated by the Community Boys' Work
Agency.

114. Supervision was provided at the beaches on special occasions. They are maintained by the County Park
Commission and expenditures have not been included in this report.

115. This report covers recreation service in Crater, Haiku, Haliimaile, Hamakuapoko, Hana, Honokohua,
Honokowai, Huelo, Kaanapali, Kaeluku, Kahana, Kahului. Kailua, Kapunakea, Kaupakalua, Keahua,
Keanae, Kelawea, Kihei, Kuhua, Kula, Lahaina, Launuipoko, Makawao, Olowalu, Orpheum, Paia, Lower
Paia, Paunau, Pauwela, Peahi, Pulehu, Pump Camp, Puukolii, Puunene, Spreckelsville, Camp Ukume-
hame, Wahikuli Pump, Waiehu, Waihee, Waikapu and Wailuku.

116. This report covers recreation service in Capital Hill-N. Burnaby, Ganges, Lake Hill, Lynnmour,
Nanaima, New Westminster, North Vancouver, Prince Rupert, Vancouver, Victoria and West Vancouver.

117. This figure includes attendance of participants at the skating rinks.
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Growth in Recreation Areas and Facilities 1912-1936
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NOTE : One unit on vertical scale equals :

1,000 outdoor playgrounds under leadership

500 indoor centers under leadership

100 swimming pools

100 recreation buildings under leadership

100 bathing beaches

100 golf courses
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Emergency Recreation Service in 1936

During 1936, the Works Progress Administra-

tion and the National Youth Administration made

possible a recreation service in a large number of

communities throughout the country. No attempt

has been made, however, to secure reports of this

service for the RECREATION YEAR BOOK because

of a decision reached by these agencies that they
would themselves make a thorough canvass of the

recreation service provided under their auspices
last year. A number of cities, however, did sub-

mit reports indicating that the recreation work
which they carried on in 1936 was made possible

through emergency funds. Because of their co-

operation in submitting reports, the service is

briefly recorded here.

A total of 1214 persons 766 men and 448
women paid from emergency funds, were re-

ported as having served as recreation leaders in

these localities. Of this number, 704 were em-

ployed throughout the year. 149 volunteer leaders

were also reported. The total amount spent foi;

leadership from emergency funds in 51 of these

localities was $461,794.29.

Among the facilities which were conducted in

these 75 cities were 543 outdoor playgrounds with

a total attendance for the year of 724,000. Other

facilities included 56 recreation buildings and 292
indoor recreation centers conducted under leader-

ship, 80 athletic fields, 124 baseball diamonds, 24

bathing beaches, a 9-hole golf course, 6 indoor

and 12 outdoor swimming pools, 180 tennis courts,

and 43 wading pools.

Sixty-one localities reported expenditures from

emergency funds totalling $545,224.04. Local

funds totalling $37,282.85 were raised to supple-

ment the funds made available from emergency
sources.

The following is a list of the 75 localities from

which these emergency reports were received :

Arkansas

Catnden
Rison

California

Norwalk
Redondo Beach

Colorado

Brighton
Golden
Trinidad

Connecticut

Darien

Florida

Union County

Georgia

Rome

Illinois

Dupo
Edwardsville
Tilton

Willisville

Indiana

Alexandria
Gibson County
Michigan City
Rushville

Washington

Kansas

Liberal

Maine

Presque Isle

Massachusetts

Chelsea
Maiden
Marblehead

Mashpee
Medford
Pittsfield

Rockland
Webster

Michigan

Gogebic County

Minnesota

Carlton County
Cold Spring
Colufnbia Heights
Leoneth
Tower

Mississippi

Tippah

Missouri

St. Charles

Montana

Browning
Miles City

Nebraska

Grand Island

New Jersey

Clifton

New York

Binghamton
Chappaqua
Elmira
Elmsford
Little Falls

Peekskill

North Dakota

Carrington

Ohio

Montgomery County
Southeastern
Wooster
Yellow Springs

Oklahoma
Lawton
Okmulgee

Oregon
Clackamas County

Pennsylvania

Bethlehem
Butler

Chester

. Connellsville

McKees Rocks
Nanticoke
Rochester

Sellersville

Rhode Island

Warwick

South Carolina

Cross Keys
Rock Hill

Vermont

Brattleboro

Bristol

White River Junction

Washington

Pasco

West Virginia

Kanawha County

Wisconsin

Tola

Oconto Falls

Walworth County
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The Service of the National Recreation Movement

in 1936

430 cities in 47 states were given personal service through the visits of field
workers.

3,503 local leaders were given special training in recreation skills, methods,
program and philosophy at 16 four-week institutes in 15 cities.

38 cities in 17 states were given personal field service by the Bureau of Col-
ored Work. Twelve institutes and training courses were conducted exclusively for
colored workers.

37 cities in 9 states received service from the Katherine F. Barker Field

Secretary on Recreation for Girls and Women. In addition the Secretary gave
instruction at 17 district and local recreation institutes attended by 887 individuals.

91 institutions for children and the aged in 52 cities in 8 states were visited

by the field secretary on Play in Institutions and other workers giving part time
service. 407 individuals received training at 6 institutes conducted for institu-

tional workers.

18,350 boys and girls in 462 cities received badges, emblems or certificates

for passing the Association's athletic and swimming badge tests.

20 states were served through the Rural Recreation Service conducted in co-

operation with the Extension Service of the United States Department of Agricul-
ture. 5,189 people attended the 85 institutes which were held.

12 states received visits from the representative of the National Physical
Education Service. In addition, service was given to practically all states through

correspondence, consultation and monthly News Letters.

5,772 different cpmmunities received help and advice on recreation problems

through the Correspondence and Consultation Bureau. 14,505 letters were an-

swered by the Bureau.

3,327 requests for advice and material on amateur drama problems were

submitted to the Drama Service. Drama training courses were conducted in 23
communities.

In addition to the institutes previously listed, 81 social recreation and other

training courses for local leaders were carried on with the help of Association

workers.

1,820 letters requesting information and help reached the Music Service.

RECREATION, the monthly magazine of the movement, was received by 1,326
cities and towns.

Booklets, pamphlets and other publications were* issued on various subjects in

the recreation field and bulletins were sent to more than 2,101 individuals.
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National Recreation Association

Incorporated

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

January I, 1936 thru December 31, 1936

General Fund Balance December 31, 1935 $ 30,061.27

INCOME

Contributions $177,363.94

Contributions for Specific Work 3,710.44

Interest and Dividends 14,364.40

Recreation Sales, Subscriptions and Advertising 7,429.26

Badge Sales i,445-23

Special Publication Sales 12,500.17

Interest and Dividends Frances Ross Poley Memorial Fund. . 231.53

National Recreation Congress 1935 1,000.00

218,044.97

$248,106.24

EXPENDITURES

Community Recreation Field Service $116,036.59

Field Service to Colored Communities 7,946.70

National Physical Education Service 10,584.29

Correspondence and Consultation Bureau 22,854.98

Publications and Bulletin Service 18,729.76

Recreation 13,245.52

Play in Institutions 5,317.16

I94,7i5.oo<

General Fund Balance December 31, 1936 $ 53,391.24

KATHERINE F. BARKER MEMORIAL

Balance December 31, 1935 $ 5,481.04

Receipts to December 31, 1936

Contributions $8,000.00

Book Sales 2I 9- r 5

National Physical Achievement Standards for

Girls 370. 16

8,589.31

14,070.35
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Expenditures to December 31, 1936
Katherine F. Barker Memorial Field Secretary

on Athletics and Recreation for Girls and
Women

$5,779-97

District Field Work 3,000.00

8,779-97

$ 5,290.38
MASSACHUSETTS PROJECT FOR CONSERVING

STANDARDS OF CITIZENSHIP

Balance December 31, 1935 $ 742.54

Receipts to December 31, 1936
Contributions 1,800.00

2,542.54

Expenditures to December 31, 1936 1,676.01

$ 866.53

RECAPITULATION

BALANCES December 31, 1935

General Fund $ 30,061 .27

Katherine F. Barker Memorial 5,481 04

Massachusetts Project for Conserving Standards of

Citizenship 742.54

$ 36,284.85

INCOME to December 31, 1936

General Fund $218,044.97

Katherine F. Barker Memorial 8,589.31

Massachusetts Project for Conserving Standards of

Citizenship 1,800.00

228,434.28

$264,719.13

EXPENDITURES to December 31, 1936

General Fund $194,715.00

Katherine F. Barker Memorial 8,779.97

Massachusetts Project for Conserving Standards of

Citizenship 1,676.01

205,170.98

$ 59,548.15

BALANCES December 31, 1936

General Fund $ 53,391-24

Katherine F. Barker Memorial 5>29-38

Massachusetts Project for Conserving Standards of

Citizenship 866.53

$ 59,548.15
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ENDOWMENT AND RESERVE FUNDS

Special Fund (Action of 1910) ........................... $ 25,000.00

Lucy Tudor Hillyer Fund ............................... 5,000.00

Emil C. Bondy Fund .................................... 1,000.00

George L. Sands Fund .................................. 12,742.72

"In Memory of J. R. Lamprecht" ................ : ....... 3,000.00

"In Memory of Barney May" .......................... . . 500.00

"In Memory of Waldo E. Forbes" ........................ 1,403.02

Frances Ross Poley Memorial Fund (x) ................... 6,023.07

Ellen Mills Borne Fund ................................. 3,000.00

Other Gifts ................... . . . . ; .................... 175.00

C. H. T. Endowment Fund .............................. 500.00

Frances Mooney Fund .................................. 1,000.00

Sarah Newlin Fund .................................... 500.00

"In Memory of William Simes" .......................... 2,000.00

"In Memory of J. R., Jr." ................................ 250.00

Frances R. Morse Fund ................................. 2,000.00

Emergency Reserve Fund ..................... $154,975.00

Special Contribution to Emergency Reserve Fund. . 25.00-
155,000.00

Loss and Gain on Sale of Securities ....................... 9,204.52

Ella Van Peyma Fund .................................. 500.00

Nettie G. Naumburg Fund .............................. 2,000.00

"In Memory of William J. Matheson" ..................... 5,000.00

Alice B. P. Hannahs Fund ............................... 1,400.00

"In Memory of Daniel Guggenheim" ...................... 1,000.00

"In Memory of Alfred W. Heinsheimer" .................. 5,000.00

Nellie L. Coleman Fund ........... .............. ........ 100.00

Elizabeth B. Kelsey Fund ........................ . ...... 500.00

Sarah Fuller Smith Fund ................................ 3,000.00

Annie L. Sears Fund ................................... 2,000.00

John Markle Fund ...................................... 50,000.00

Katherine C. Husband Fund . . .................... $850.00

Received in 1936

Katherine C. Husband Fund .................... 34-85

884-55

Leilla K. Kilbourne Fund ............................... 2,500.00

Ella Strong Denison Fund ............................... 200.00

Annie M. Lawrence Fund ............................... 930.73

(x) Restricted

I have audited the accounts of the National Recreation Association for the fiscal year ending December 31, 1936,

and certify that in my opinion the above statement is a true and correct statement of the financial transactions of the

General, Special Study, and Endowment Funds for the period.

(Signed) J. F. CALVERT,
Certified Public Accountant. \
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Municipal Parks

in the

nited States

Some of the findings of

a recent study of parks

Courtesy Westchester County, N. Y., Park Commission

THE
RAPID INCREASE in park recreation facili-

ties in American cities during the depression
has been obvious, but the extent to which

park systems have expanded during the last few

years has been largely a matter of conjecture. In

order to determine the status of municipal park

systems and their growth during the past decade,

the National Park Service, in cooperation with the

National Recreation Association, conducted in

1936 a study of municipal and county parks and

recreation areas. The results of the study have

recently been compiled and the report will be pub-
lished in the near future by the Government Print-

ing Office. In the meantime, park and recreation

authorities will be interested in knowing some of

the more important facts revealed as a result of

i
the study.

Based upon the park situation at the end of the

year 1935, this information is especially valuable

because it affords a comparison with similar data

secured in two previous studies conducted in 1925-

1926 and in 1930. Jt is therefore possible to de-

termine the extent to which local park systems
have expanded during the ten-year period.

Municipal Park Acreage

The best single basis for measuring a city's pro-

vision in the way of parks is its total park acre-

age, although the adequacy of a city's park sys-

tem cannot be judged by acreage alone. The

figures secured in the recent study cover not only

areas controlled by local park authorities but play-

grounds, golf courses and other recreation areas

owned or controlled by a recreation department or

some other municipal agency. In a very few in-

stances properties acquired primarily as water-

sheds have been included if they are available to

the public for recreation use. School play areas

have not been included.

A total of 389,000 acres in 15,300 areas were

reported by 1,216 cities. Although many cities

have exceeded the recommended standard of one

acre of park for each 100 people, the cities

throughout the country as a whole have fallen far

short of attaining it. On the other hand, a table

based upon the average ratio of population to

park acreage in the highest 25 per cent of the

cities in each of nine population groups reveals

that in these selected cities there is one acre of

park for each 64 people. Many of these cities,

however, reported a large percentage of their park

acreage in out-of-the-city parks.

The need for further educational work in pro-

moting parks is evident from the fact that 210

communities reported that they did not own a

single park. Doubtless many of the cities which

failed to submit a report are also entirely lacking

in municipal park and recreation areas.

Growth in Park Acreage

One of the most striking revelations of the re-

cent study is the extent to which municipal

park systems have expanded in the decade ending

in 1935. The total acreage reported in the 1925-

1926 study was 248,627.2 acres as compared with

approximately 389,000 in 1935. Reports were

secured in the two studies from 665 identical

cities, and a comparison of their parks shows a
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total acreage of 329,920.5 in 1935 as compared

with 221,638.7 acres ten years previous, or an ex-

pansion of 49 per cent during the decade. At the

same time, a comparison of these figures with

1930 data shows that there was a much greater

expansion during the first half than in the second

half of this decade.

The most marked growth was recorded in the

case of cities from 2,500 to 5,000 population,

although the cities from 10,000 to 25,000 popula-

tion showed an expansion in park acreage of 109

per cent, or nearly as great as in the smaller

communities.

Types of Park Properties

The well-balanced park system requires various

types and sizes of properties affording a wide

range of uses and well-distributed throughout the

city. For this reason, the types of properties com-

prising the local park systems were analyzed in

the recent study. The failure of many park au-

thorities to classify their properties suggests that

there are still cities in which consideration has not

yet been given to the specific purposes or func-

tions which their parks are designed to serve.

The four types of areas which are most com-

monly provided are the neighborhood park, the

small park, the large city park of 50 acres or more

and the children's playground. As in the previous

studies, many cities are especially deficient in the

number and acreage of their children's play-

grounds and neighborhood playfields.

Large parks, the average size of which is 135

acres, comprise nearly one-half of the total acre-

age reported. The greatest relative increase in

acreage is reported for the miscellaneous active

recreation areas such as golf courses, swimming

centers, athletic fields, and other special proper-

ties used primarily for active recreation. It is of

interest that the average size of the children's

playgrounds and neighborhood playfields, 3.25 and

9.6 acres respectively, closely approximates the

minimum area suggested for these two types of

properties.

Value of Park Properties

Less than half of the cities reporting parks esti-

mated their present valuation, although these cities

have properties comprising five-eighths of the

total park acreage. These 592 cities, which inci-

dentally do not include New York, Philadelphia,

San Francisco, Buffalo, and several others with

large park holdings, estimated their 238,500 acres

of parks to be worth $1,178,922,000, or an aver-

age of nearly $5,000 per acre. The tremendous in-

vestment which cities have made in their park

properties indicates the importance of providing

adequate funds for their efficient operation and

maintenance.

Out-of-the-City Parks

One of the most marked trends which was re-

vealed with reference to the park movement is the

increasing extent to which cities have in recent

years acquired park properties outside the city

limits. 299 cities reported out-of-the-city parks in

1935, as compared with 109 such cities ten years

previous, and the number of parks has more than

doubled. The total acreage of 514 outside parks

is nearly 130,000, or an average of 252.8 acres per

park. The significance of these out-of-the-city

parks is apparent when it is realized that they
now comprise more than one-third of the total

municipal park acreage.

Although these parks are found in all sections

of the country, the movement to acquire them has

gone forward most rapidly in California, Illinois,

Texas, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin, Indiana, Okla-

homa, and Michigan. Phoenix leads with the

largest out-of-the-city park of 14,640 acres, fol-

lowed by Denver with parks totalling 12,748 acres.

Recreation Facilities

Of special interest to recreation workers is a

section of the report relating to the various rec-

reation facilities. Baseball diamonds are the most

widely distributed of the 22 facilities included in

the recent study, being reported by 761 cities;

tennis courts and children's playgrounds are next

in order, followed by picnic centers and band

stands. When ranked according to the number of

facilities, the 8,486 tennis courts top the list, fol-

lowed by fireplaces, children's playgrounds and

baseball diamonds, in the order named. Three

vhundred and seventy-two golf courses, 875 miles

of bridle trails, more than 2,000 swimming and

wading pools, and 164 outdoor theaters are among
the other significant facilities which were reported.

The extent to which recreation facilities have

expanded during the past decade is illustrated by
'

a comparison of reports submitted by cities over

25,000. At least 50 per cent more cities reported i

bathing beaches, golf courses, ice-skating rinks,

outdoor theaters, ski jumps, swimming pools, ten-

nis courts, toboggan slides and wading pools in

1935 than in 1925-1926. The expansion in the
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umber of these facilities was even greater. Wad-

ig pools, for example, numbered 985 in 1935 as

ompared with 175 ten years earlier; bathing

caches, ice-skating rinks, outdoor theaters and

aboggan slides increased by 100 to 275 per cent,

/hereas baseball diamonds and golf courses nearly

.oubled in number. In spite of these encouraging

dvances, most cities still fall far short of attain-

ig a minimum desirable standard.

Some indication as to the extent to which these

eatures are appreciated by the public may be

;ained from the attendance figures which were

ubmitted by a number of cities. Although these

igures are very incomplete they indicate a total

larticipation in 1935 at 20 types of facilities of

.pproximately 144,000,000. Of this number,

[1,000,000 people made use of the children's play-

grounds, 27,500,000 were served at beaches, nearly

5,000,000 at swimming pools and nearly 8,500,000

it picnic centers, in the cities reporting.

Park Buildings

The extensive construction program which has

)een carried on by park authorities in the past

lecade is clearly indicated by the growth in the

lumber of park buildings in cities over 25,000

Fhe number of recreation buildings increased 481

3er cent, bath houses 174 per cent, and boat houses

[12 per cent. Among the service structures, work

shops increased in number from 115 to 601, or

4.23 per cent, during the ten-year period. Al-

though the majority of cities failed to report the

number of persons using their buildings in 1935,

the total attendance at 303 recreation buildings

alone was nearly 10,000,000.

An unusual building program was also reflected

in the reports of the zoological parks. Whereas a

number of cities were obliged to close or curtail

their zoos, a great many new buildings were con-

structed which will make possible the expansion

of zoological parks when maintenance funds be-

come available.

Park Recreation Activities

The contribution which park and recreation

jareas make to the enjoyable use of the increasing

leisure time of the people is evident from the re-

ports covering 18 of the major types of activities.

[Band concerts lead the list, followed closely by

swimming, children's play under leadership, and

organized athletics. Holiday celebrations and win-

jcer sports follow in the order named. A compari-

son of the number of cities reporting various ac-

tivities in 1930 and in 1935 reveals that nature

activities have had by far the most marked de-

velopment during this period. Other activities

which show a large increase are winter sports and

organized athletics.

Park Workers

Although many cities did not classify their park

personnel, the information which was submitted

affords some interesting light on the employment of

workers for park service during the last five years.

Information was secured with reference to emer-

gency workers as well as workers paid from park
funds. Nine hundred and forty-four cities re-

ported a total of 41,053 workers paid from regu-

lar funds in 1935. Only 388 cities reported on

their emergency workers, the number of which

totals 102,761. Of the regular workers more than

50 per cent were employed on a year-round basis,

most of them by the larger cities.

A comparison of the 1930 and 1935 figures

shows that a large number of cities employed

fewer workers for park service in 1935 than five

years previous. This reduction in employed per-

sonnel reflects material reductions in park operat-

ing budgets. On the other hand, because a large

number of emergency workers were available,

more people were engaged on park projects and

gave park service during the last few years than

ever before. About five times as many of these

emergency workers were used for labor as for

recreation service. Nevertheless, there were almost

as many emergency recreation leaders reported by

229 cities as there were leaders paid from regular

funds reported by 354 cities. It is obvious that to

a large extent the park services during the last

few years have been made possible only through

the availability of emergency personnel.

Park Finances

The effects of the depression are particularly

noted in the reports covering expenditures for

park purposes. The total amount reported spent

from regular funds in 1935 by 1,071 cities was

$51,836,500. Of this amount only $3,500,000 was

reported spent for land, buildings, and improve-

ments, indicating that the bulk of this money was

spent for maintenance and operation. Supple-

menting this amount was $27,000,000 reported

spent from emergency funds in approximately

370 cities. Even though many cities failed to re-

port the amount spent from emergency sources,

the average emergency expenditure per city ex-
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ceeded $72,000 as compared with an average ex-

penditure per city from regular funds of only

$48,400.

The average per capita expenditure for park

operation and maintenance in the 688 cities which

reported such expenditures was only $.59 for the

year 1935. Many of these cities spent only an in-

significant amount for park service. An analysis

of the 25 per cent "best" cities in each of the nine

population groups reveals an average per capita

cost for current park service in 1935 of $1.34.

When it is considered that this amount was spent

by these 176 cities in a depression year when emer-

gency funds were also available, it may be fairly

assumed that in a normal year the per capita cur-

rent expenditure for park service should be con-

siderably greater.

An analysis of the source of park funds shows

one striking contrast in the amounts secured from

various sources in 1935 as compared with 1930.

In the earlier year, bond issues accounted for

more than one-fourth of the total money made

available for park purposes, but in 1935 the funds

available from bond issues were comparatively

meager. On the other hand, the percentage from

city appropriations was much greater in 1935 than

five years previous, even though city budgets had

been materially reduced.

The section relating to revenue-producing fa-

cilities indicates that a net profit resulted from

boat house operation, that income and cost were

approximately equal in the case of swimming

pools and golf courses, whereas bathing beaches

and group camps involved a considerable net ex-

penditure on the part of the cities operating them.

The average operating cost of the 9-hole golf

course in 1935 was reported as less than $5,000
as compared with an average cost for the i8-hole

course of nearly $12,000.

Types of Park Administration

Park authorities submitting reports were asked

to name the managing authority and also to in-

dicate whether it was a board or a single indi-

vidual. An analysis of the various forms of park
administration indicates that, whereas there is a

great variety in the kinds of agency under which

parks are administered, by far the most important
is the park board or commission. In cities of 25,-

ooo and upwards, there were reported 152 park
commissions as compared with only 13 independ-
ent park commissioners and 19 park departments
without a board. In many of the smaller cities no

special agency has been created to administer the

parks. In cities of less than 10,000, for example,

approximately twro-thirds of the 251 authorities

listed were a city council, board of selectmen, or a

committee consisting of members of the city gov-

erning body.

County Parks

A special attempt was made to secure informa-

tion as to county parks, and reports were sub-

mitted by 77 counties which own 526 properties

totalling nearly 160,000 acres. There has appar-

ently been a relatively small increase in the num-

ber of counties establishing parks during the last

five years, and the expansion in county park areas

has not kept pace with that during the preceding

five-year period. Only 15,250 acres, or less than

10 per cent of the total acreage reported, was ac-

quired by 33 counties in the five-year period 1931-

1935 inclusive.

In general, county park authorities had the

same experience with respect to finances as was

observed in the case of the city parks in 1935 and

the years immediately preceding. Compared with

1930, the total expenditures in 1935 were reduced

42 per cent, but most of this reduction was in the

amount spent for capital outlays. Operating ex-

penses declined much less than did those of most

municipal systems. County parks benefited greatly

from the use of emergency funds and personnel;

only 36 counties reported the amount spent from

such sources in 1935, but the total was nearly

$5,500,000.

The importance of emergency personnel is in-

dicated by the fact that the workers reported paid

from regular funds in 58 counties totalled 6,648,
'

or less than one-half the number of relief workers

reported in only 25 counties.

Among the activities made possible by county ;

parks, picnicking holds an important place, made^

possible by 664 picnic centers with 6,667 fife" '

places. Swimming is enjoyed at 157 swimming j

pools and bathing beaches. Camping facilities,

bridle and nature trails, athletic fields and tennis

courts were reported by many county park:

authorities.

The Published Report

The report to be published by the Government

Printing Office will contain tables listing for each

city reporting the number and acreage of its parks,

the amount spent for various park purposes, and

(Continued on page 193)
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WORLD AT PLAY

AN interesting proj-A Hiking Trips
ect has been launched

Bureau
in the Hiking Trips
Bureau which has been

>rganized with Ernest A. Dench of Ho-ho-kus,

New Jersey, as Director and the American Na-

ure Association as sponsor. A printed spring
schedule known as Vacation, Week-End and One

Day Hiking Trips has been published for spring

ind summer use. This booklet lists week-end trips

o the Shawangunk Mountains of New York, the
3oconos of Pennsylvania, the Southern Taconics

)f Connecticut and Massachusetts, the pocket edi-

ion wilderness of Rhode Island's South County,
ind the N. W. New Jersey highlands. Vacation

rips with organized hikes every other day from

he camp or inn base include the Green Mountains

>f Vermont, White Mountains of New Hamp-
ihire, Maine, and the Adirondacks of New York,

series of Sunday hikes is available in Northern

Slew Jersey and Southern New York. A copy of

be booklet giving information regarding the hikes

ind the activities of the Bureau may be secured

or 10^ from the Hiking Trips Bureau, Ho-ho?

cus, New Jersey.

MILWAUKEE has
Milwaukee Votes for , ,.

,. ,, , successfully conducted
More Funds

a referendum cam-

paign which is signifi-

cant for the entire recreation movement. As the

esult of the vote the Department of Public Rec-

eation and Adult Education of the School Board

vill receive additional funds each year for its

>rogram. In 1938 the mill tax will be increased

rom .4 of a mill to .6; in 1939 to .7, in 1940 to

8. After that date the rate will remain at .8 of a

nill. This increase means that additional funds

vill be available in 1938 for increasing the salaries

f workers.

Making Roller

Skating Safe

THE city of Altoona,

Pennsylvania, has des-

ignated eighteen areas

for roller skating and

be City Highway Department has set up barri-

ades closing these areas to traffic. This has been

one under the auspices of the official committee

sjvhich during the winter was in charge of safety

zones for coasting. Altoona is unique in having
an official commission devoted solely to promot-
ing safe skating.

Gifts to Illinois

Cities

A gift for playground

purposes from the

estate of the late Pat-

terson C. McGlynn,
publisher of the Moline Dispatch, has been for-

mally accepted by the Moline, Illinois, City Coun-
cil. Mr. McGlynn's will provides that following
the death of his widow, half of the residuary
estate shall be paid the City Treasurer of Moline
for use in establishing playgrounds, purchasing

playground equipment or both at the discretion of

the City Council.

Mrs. William Butterworth has given $15,000
to the city of East Moline for playground
purposes.

From Joe Indian to

Mickey Mouse!

"ALL in the space of

about two hours," says
the Detroit Free Press

of April 23, "Ameri-
can civilization grew from Joe Indian to Mickey
Mouse for the benefit of 13,000 people who at-

tended the Fifteenth Annual Women's Demon-
stration of the Department of Recreation at

Olympia." 1600 women took part in the program,
all members of the classes conducted by the Rec-

reation Department. The demonstration was di-

rected by Lottie McDermott Colligan assisted by
a number of the members of the staff of the Rec-

reation Department.

Platting Land for

Recreation

THE 1937 session of

the legislature of the

State of Washington
has enacted a law re-

lating to the platting, subdividing and dedicating

of land which provides that each such plat, sub-

division or dedication, before any of its lands or

tracts may be sold or offered for sale, shall first

be submitted for approval to the legislature or

planning authority having jurisdiction thereof as

provided for in the law. Every legislative or plan-

ning authority charged with the duty of passing

upon and giving or withholding approval "shall

establish reasonable regulations, with the continu-

181
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Summer and All-Season

Recreation Projects

From simple hand-crafts for juniors,
to interesting projects for the more
skilful amateur of all ages, Fellow-
crafters' individual and group proj-
ects offer a wide range of practical
and artistic craft work, including
tested instructions, all materials and

supplies. Camps, schools, studios

and community groups will find a

wealth of suggestions and pointers
in our latest catalog, sent free to

accredited instructors and heads of

schools and camps. To others, 25
cents postpaid. We welcome inquir-
ies about craft project programs
for all ages.

FELLOWCRAFTERS, Inc.
Dept. R

64 STANHOPE ST. BOSTON, MASS.
J

TUMBLE-RINGS
Copyright 1936, by C.W.MORGAN, Chica5<>. III.

NEW and DIFFERENT OUTDOOR GAME
Played on any fairly level lawn or ground. The Main
Object: To make the TUMBLE-RINGS catch on a loosely-
suspended chain by rolling them to it.

For INDOOR PLAY write for information about
BAKINET, introduced at "A Century of Progress
Exposition, 1934."

Both games now in Chicago Park District Playgrounds.
TUMBLE-RINGS protected by Copyright, 1936. BAKINET
protected by U. S. and Canadian Patents.

C. W. MORGAN
1016 HYDE PARK BOULEVARD CHICAGO, ILL.

ing right of amendment thereof, controlling the

form of plats, subdivisions and dedications to be

filed, the minimum width of streets and alleys, the

minimum lot or tract area, street arrangement,

provision for improvement of streets and public

places and for water supply, sewerage and other

public services, dedications of parks, playgrounds

and other public places."

The authority charged with this responsibility

is also charged with the duty of seeing "whether

or not the public interest will be served or ad-

vantaged by such platting, subdividing or dedica-

tion." Only as it shall be convinced will written

approval be given "which shall be suitably injj

scribed on such plat, subdivision or dedication an!

executed by it."

Courses in Aviation for Boys and Girls

Courses in aviation were an outstanding activiti

of the indoor program of the Framingham, MaJ
sachusetts, Division of Recreation. The courgl

included all the basic fundamentals of flying conl

sisting of aviation history, theory of flight, the

aeroplane and its parts, airports, navigation^

meteorology and allied subjects. Visual education

was an essential feature. From time to time m<S

tion pictures were shown depicting the growth
and development of aviation.

Developments in Dearborn, Michigan The

budget for public recreation in Dearborn, Michj|

gan, for the coming year will be $49,979 as

against $32,085 for the year which has closed. ]|

provides for salary increases of the executives and

important personnel in the Playground and Com-

munity Center Divisions of the local Recreation

Department. In addition a woman assistant td

have charge of the work among girls and women
is to be employed for the first time.

Service From Traffic Violators Miss Bea-

trice Jones, Secretary and Publicity Director of

the Palo Alto, California, community center writes

of an interesting plan whereby the Recreation De-

partment secures service from traffic violators.

The Police Department sends violators of traf-i

fie rules to the Recreation Department who work'

out their fines by doing miscellaneous work for

the Department. They are not used in a leader-*

ship capacity. Through this plan, in addition to

the many hundreds of volunteer workers whoi

served during the year, the center has had th

benefit of many hours of work of such types asi

sewing on costumes and clerical work from:

women and cripples who are unable to work on

the wood pile to avoid payment of fines for

fie violations.

Coatesville Develops a Play Center

1935 the Bethlehem Steel Corporation deeded

the city of Coatesville, Pennsylvania, a piece

property along historical Brandywine Creek conf

sisting of 66 acres of land and 22 acres of water

to be called Brandywine Park. Assisted by WPA, 1

the city is developing the area with a baseballi

field, four tennis courts, a children's play ar

shelters and several ovens for the use of picnic*
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ers. There will be water activities on the Creek

as well as regular park activities.

A History of Recreation in Hawaii The
^creation Commission, City and County of

[onolulu, of which Arthur Powlison is execu-

te, has issued an illustrated booklet presenting

a vivid picture of the development of the recrea-

tion movement in Honolulu. Not only the activi-

ties of the Recreation Commission but the part

played by other public and private groups are re-

corded. There are, for example, sections on com-

mercial recreation, tourist recreation, military

recreation, the program of the Palama Settlement,

the contribution of the Honolulu Academy of

Arts and many similar groups. Throughout the

values of recreation are stressed.

Sunday Nature Study Tours The Okla-

homa State Parks Commission is sponsoring a

program of Sunday nature study tours through
the parks which became operative in April when
the wild flowers were in bloom. Guides are being
furnished from the technical personnel of the Na-

tional Park Service Regional Headquarters. These

guides interpret the various natural features of

the parks, identifying species of wild flowers,

trees and birds. Each tour is publicized in ad-

vance to give people throughout the State an op-

portunity to plan for their Sunday outings.

Needs of Youth Today The four major
needs of youth today as based on their own state-

ments are": employment, a happy home life, guid-
ance and a satisfactory philosophy of life, ac-

cording to Homer P. Rainey, Director of the

American Youth Commission, in addressing a

meeting of the Metropolitan Conference on Group
Work and Recreation, New York City. The Com-

mission, as a result of its study of unemployment
among young people sixteen to twenty-five years
of age out of school and unemployed, has found
that there is very definitely a long-time trend,

steady since 1919 to exclude youth under twenty-
one from employment.' This fact and the fact

that three-fourths of all youth are out of school

by the age of eighteen has created a fundamental

problem a steadily widening gap between the

completion of school and the beginning of em-

ployment.

A New Year-Round City Wyandotte,
Michigan, has been added to the list of Michigan
cities with year-round recreation programs under

Examine these

McGRAW-HILL
Books

10 days FREE

Whittling and Woodcarving
'

/' ,

TANGERMAN - A real hobby book, giving hun-

Covers h
ngS V' Wit

,
h Plain directions and diagrams.Covers choice and care of knives, and selection of woods.

ixplams all whittling and carving techniques in wood,

Z?' h if
"' etC>

,
H W t0 d Simple whittling, rustic

chain ball-in-cage, fan carving, models, caricatures, ship-
i-bottle, relief, m-the-round, intaglio, etc. $3.00.

New Ways in Photography
By JACOB DESCHIN, Camera Editor, Scientific American.
Ideas for the amateur, showing what it is possible to do

ff * L r
u
m

.
y ^"'P 61* in getting a wide variety of

effects With this book to help you, you can get that
liny-day shot, modern camera angles, attractive photo-

transparencies, natural color pictures without a special
camera. Tells how to make bookplates, greeting cards

- photo-murals, lamp-shades, and decorative prints 307
pages, $2.75.

The Boy's Book of Strength
By C WARD CRAMPTON, M.D. This book tells the boywhat he wants to know about health, athletics, and gen-
eral physical well-being. In words that every boy can un-
derstand, Dr. Crampton offers health hints on such topics
as You Can Overcome Defects, As Your Height In-
creases, Bettering Your Records with the Right Food,
Sleep Well for Strength, Your Health and Your Skin,The Nervous System, Daily Exercises for Athletes.
252 pages, $2.00.

Squash Racquets
By JOHN SKILLMAN, Head Coach, Squash Racquets, Yale
University. An authoritative manual, containing material
of value both to beginners and to seasoned players of the
game. Besides covering the technique of the game, includ-
ing valuable advice and illustrations on shots and service,
the author emphasizes the strategy of winning play, and
describes his own theory of the game, training, methods,
etc. $2.50.

McGRAW-HILL ON-APPROVAL COUPON

McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 330 West 42nd St., New York
Send me the books checked below for 10 days' ex-
amination on approval. In 10 days I will pay for the
books, plus few cents postage, or return them postpaid.
(Postage paid on orders accompanied by remittance.)

D Tangerman Whittling and Woodcarving, $3.00
D Deschin New Ways in Photography, $2.75
D Crampton The Boy's Book of Strength, $2.00
D Skillman Squash Racquets, $2.50

Name

Address

City and State

Official Position

Name of Organization Rec. 37
(Books sent on approval in U. S. and Canada only.)
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WELCOME

COIN

METERS

NIGHT-LIGHTING of tennis courts, soft ball

fields and other recreation facilities, automati-

cally controlled by the Welcome Electric Coin

Meter doubles existing facilities reserves

facilities for players eliminates discrimina-

tion reduces expense.

REVENUE RETURNS from these facilities is

more than sufficient to cover operating and

maintenance costs, and the surplus may be used

for further construction of recreation areas.

APPROVED. Welcome Coin Meters bear the

unqualified endorsement of hundreds of play-

grounds throughout the country.

Built for this specific purpose.

Complete information on request!

WELCOME METER COMPANY
461 S. Fair Oaks Pasadena, Calif.

Announcement Extraordinary!

The most complete Handicraft catalog ever

issued: 125 pages, profusely illustrated, tools,

supplies, new projects, ideas, etc. An indis-

pensable handbook and guide for all craftsmen.

Special Projects For

PLAYGROUNDS
CAMPS

RECREATION CENTERS

Tools, materials, books, project sheets

in stock for immediate shipment.

Free Advisory Service.

Teacher Training Courses.

UNIVERSAL SCHOOL OF HANDICRAFTS
Rockefeller Center, RKO Building

New York, N. Y. COIumbus 5-0163

full-time leadership. Under the guidance of a -

city recreation commission and with, a $6,000 \

budget appropriated by the city council, Benjamin, \

Yack has been appointed Superintendent of Rec- '

reation and has initiated a year-round program. !|

A Harmonica Band of Deaf Players The

Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, WPA is spon- ::

soring a harmonica band composed of twenty-'

four deaf boys and girls. After less than three

months of training the band's repertoire includes

twenty-eight compositions, including such
selec-^

tions as Brahm's "Lullaby," Schubert's "Cradle:

Song," Dvorak's "Humoresque," and the choral?

finale from Beethoven's "Ninth Symphony." A
number of selections are played in two parts. The
band is taught and directed by Edward Clark,

WPA harmonica instructor.

An All-High Band The Ohio Valley Music

Educators Association, consisting of fifty music

teachers in Ohio and West Virginia, in coopera-

tion with the Oglebay Institute at Wheeling, West?

Virginia, on March 5th presented a program of

the All-High Band of the Ohio Valley, made up
of players from seventeen bands selected for their

places by competitive try-outs. They rehearsed

for several weeks under local leaders and held a|

two day band "clinic" on March 4th and 5th,

under the direction of Ernest S. Williams of New
York City.

Golf for Chicago Business Girls The Chi-

cago Park District is offering business girls and '

women an opportunity for group instruction
iraj

golf and tennis under the leadership of some of I

the best instructors in the city. The classes are!

held two evenings a week at 6 o'clock. A fee of ;

:

$1.50 is charged for six golf lessons and $1.00

for ten lessons in tennis.

"Strings and Things" Under this title,

Remo Bufano has prepared a very interesting

article on marionettes which has been published

in the February issue of Story Parade. Illustra-

tions by the author accompany the text. Mario-'

nette enthusiasts will want to have this issue of I

Story Parade which may be secured from the pub-
lication office of the magazine, Federal and I9th

Streets, Camden, New Jersey, for 15 cents.

For the Children's Museum of Boston The
Children's Museum of Boston has begun the con-
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.THE NEWO. K.

DRY
LINE MARKER

(Patented)

With the ADJUSTABLE
CONTROL and QUICK
SHUT-OFF LEVER on
Handle. Easy to Fill and

Operate. Holds 50 Ibs.

Powder.

The ONLY Machine in which you are not
limited to fine dry material.

The ONLY Line Marker in which you can con-

veniently shut off and regulate the flow of
material.

STURDY Construction enables it to stand

rough usage of Playground.

Our Markers will SAVE YOU TIME and
50% or MORE on your MARKING
MATERIAL.
We manufacture Markers of Smaller Capacity

to fit different requirements

Our O. K. SPREADER AND SEEDER AND TOP
DRESSING MACHINE has been acknowledged by
OUR CUSTOMERS as the BEST ON THE MARKET.

No Brushes, Screens or Holes to Clog

Has a Specially Designed Cast Agitating Element
10%" Dia. Wheels. 13%" Tread.

Weighs 35 Ibs.

Has Automatic Free Wheeling When Pulled

Backward Onto Field.

EQUIPPED WITH OILLESS BEARINGS

EQUIP YOUR GROUNDS with OUR MACHINES and

join the hundreds of Schools, Colleges, Playgrounds, Golf
Courses, Parking Stations, etc., who are now our Boosters.

Write for Booklets and Details

H. & R. MANUFACTURING CO.
342 1 Mentone Ave. Palms Sta.

Los Angeles, California

struction of a new auditorium which will be

modern Georgian in design, of white brick and

will have a seating capacity of 512. Measuring
I 106 feet by 54 feet in its greatest dimensions, it

will have a circular lobby, dressing rooms, coat

rooms and a janitor's apartment, in addition to

the lecture hall with up-to-date equipment. It will

be connected with the museum building by a

colonnade.

Recreational Areas According to a state-

ment from the National Park Service, "the na-

tional, state and local parks, bird and game ref-

uges, and privately .owned recreational areas now
include approximately 21,000,000 acres. In its re-

port to the President dated December 1934, the

National Resources Board recommended that the

area of land devoted to recreational use be in-

creased to 84,000,000 acres, exclusive of lands

under the Department of Agriculture."

A Regional Conference on State Parks

The Far West Regional Conference on State

Parks held in San Francisco, California, early last

fall has the distinction of being the first ever held

west of the Rocky Mountains. Representatives
from six far western states attended. The im-

for

Softball
Hardball
Indoor

GYM MATS GYM SUITS FELT LETTERS

NATIONAL SPORTS EQUIPMENT CO.
P.O. Box No. 1 FOND DU LAC, WIS.

16 m/m SOUND AND SILENT

FILMS
R
E
E

A Wide Variety of Educational Subjects
Also Selected Comedies, Cartoons and Features

AT LOW RATES
Write for Catalog "R"

Y. M. C. A. MOTION PICTURE BUREAU
347 Madison Avenue 19 So. La Salle Street

New York, N.Y. Chicago, III.
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"Pastimes Here, and Pleasant Games"

TWICE 55 GAMES WITH MUSIC
HROM childhood to old age, the normal person likes

to play an activity that means spontaneous rec-

reation, with study as a negligible factor. Singing

games offer a simple and practical means of genuine
recreation amusement. Send 25c. in coin for The Red

Book, the nationally accepted source-book containing
I 10 games with music and directions. Separate book
cf accompaniments, 75c.

C. C. BIRCHARD & CO.
221 Columbus Ave., BOSTON, MASS.

Publishers of "Community Music" handbook for

supervisors, the "Twice 55" Series of Community
Song Books, Operettas and Musical Plays.

portance of public recreation was stressed in a

paper entitled, "The Place of Parks in a State

Plan." Recreational values in state parks was

further emphasized by Gilbert L. Skutt, Superin-
tendent of Parks, Pasadena, California.

Community Centers in Oakland The Board
of Playground Directors of Oakland, California,

A Health -Building Game
for Old and Young

Pitching Horseshoes is muscle-building rec-
reation that appeals to all types of people.
Install a few courts on your grounds, organ-
ize a horseshoe club, schedule a tournament.
Write for free booklets on club organiza-
tion, tournament play. etc.

Diamond Official Shoes and accessories
are the choice of professionals and ama-
teurs alike. It's economy to purchase
equipment with the longest life.

DIAMOND
CALK HORSESHOE CO.
4610 Grand Avenue Duluth, Minn.

Makers of DIAMOND Official Pitching Shoes

No. 301 Loom 21" wide

Price $35

LOOMS
WEAVING
MATERIALS

BASKETRY
Reed, Bases, Raphia

SEND FOR
HANDICRAFT
CATALOG

BOOKBINDING
MODELING

OTHER CRAFTS

Just Off the Press

SANDCRAFT
By J. Leonard Mason

Sc. D.

Price $1.25 Post Paid

J. L HAMMETT CO.
Educational Supplies

Kendall Square, Cambridge, Mass.

maintains three community centers in heavily in-'

dustrial districts of the city. Each center has a

resident supervisor and two of them have play-

grounds operating in connection with the build-

ings. The program, designed for both children

and adults, consists of athletic games, social rec-

reation, handcraft, music, dancing, dramatics,

clubs and classes, all planned by the participants

with the aid of the resident supervisor. "To the

neighborhood the community house is a social

center and the supervisor a friend and adviser."

Recreational Buildings The October 1936
issue of the Architectural Forum states that of the

nineteen hundred and sixty millions estimated
asjj

the total value of all buildings in the United States

during the year 1936, thirty-five millions were

estimated as having been spent for buildings of a

recreational type. Actual construction in ninety-
four of the larger cities during the first six months
of 1936 totaled four hundred and nine millions as

compared Avith a total of two hundred and thirty-

nine millions in the first six months of 1935. Rec-

reational buildings totaled seven millions as com-

pared with four millions in the first half of 1935. \
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Sa/e ^Indestructible

Easily Supervised
Children of all ages, sizes and temperaments,

ake to the Haskell Climb-A-Round as instinc-

ively as ducks to water and with equal as-

urance of safety. It affords a greater variety of

Lealthful body-building exercises

nd opportunity for free or super-

ised play by large groups. The

ntire structure is of heavy gal-

anized steel tubing solidly bolted

ogether, with no sharp corners or

ough ends to injure hands or

lothing. The apparatus is eco-

omical of space and initial cost,

rith no installation expense, and it

rill last for many years without

ttention.

Write for complete details and

rices on the various Climb-A-

iound models and sizes.

. E. HASKELL, INC., 842 State Street, Springfield, Mass.
Y. Office: BRAUN & SNYDER, 16 West 61st Street. Chicago Office: IRWIN P. RIEGER, 326 W. Madison Street

I A Community Building for Racine On

January 10, 1937, Racine, Wisconsin, dedicated

ts new community building in Douglas Park. The

building cost $60,000, of which $40,000 was con-

ributed by the city and $20,000 by WPA. The

Recreation program of Racine, which is under the

.- .uspices of the Park Department, is expanding
I yearly. In 1932 the recreation budget was cut to

)b,ooo. It has been gradually increased to $15,000

IP 1937-

I North American Wild Life Conference "It

IB inevitable that in the years to come the recrea-

; Sonal values of an abundance of wild life, of for-

ists, lakes and streams will be sought with in-

ireasing frequency by people who appreciate the

yholesome spiritual and physical rewards of days

pent in natural environment."

These words were addressed by Secretary of

Vgriculture Henry A. Wallace to 1,200 outdoor

mthusiasts who were gathered in St. Louis, Mis-

jjouri,
on March ist, under the auspices of the

sorth American Wild Life Conference. The

^mphasis in the conference was primarily on the

conservation of our natural resources and on the

restoration of those lands and waters that have

Secure gate receipts by
attracting the crowds . . .

Select portable seats that can be used
in the gym or on the field. Send your
inquiries to

DIXIE PORTABLE BLEACHER CO.
MERIDIAN, MISSISSIPPI

H. S. SOUDER
SOUDERTON, PA.

Manufacturer of

UNPAINTED

NOVELTY BOXES

Attractive Prices i Write for Catalogue
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Nationally

Known

SPORTS EQUIPMENT

For Playground and
Recreational Departments

Complete Line of

Equipment for all Sports

Catalog

Sent On

Request!

THE P. GOLDSMITH SONS, Inc.

JOHN AND FINDLAY STS., CINCINNATI, OHIO

been ravaged and despoiled through greed and un-

wise use. Mr. Wallace stated that the Federal

government had at last recognized conservation

and restoration as a national responsibility of the

greatest significance to the American people.

The conference set itself to the task of forming
a nation-wide organization to arouse public opin-
ion to support a campaign of restoration and con-

servation of natural resources.

A Conference of Recreation in the West At

Royal Medal -Awards
Individualistic . . . Attractive . . . Inexpensive

"An Award of Merit Is An Incentive For All"

LOVING CUPS / TROPHIES

PLAQUES, ETC.

ROYAL EMBLEM CO.
Write for Free Illustrated Catalogue

41 JOHN STREET NEW YORK CITY

the state-wide recreation conference held at Hai-

ley, Idaho, early last fall under the auspices of the

Idaho State Planning Board, 200 people came to-

gether to discuss the general problems of outdoor

recreation and in particular to give their opinions
on the proposed Sawtooth Mountain National

Park, an attractive area in the mountainous sec-

tion of central Idaho. A paper on "Planning for

the Proper Utilization of Our Recreation Re-

sources" was given by J. B. Williams, consultant

for the National Park Service. Other speakers dis-

cussed wild life conservation, recreational oppor-
tunities in our national forests, state parks and
reserves for recreation, and multiple use for pub-
lic lands.

The Deering Community Center Boston

University, according to' The New York Times,
has received an unusual gift in Deering Com-

munity Center, a community project started eight

years ago by Dr. Eleanor A. Campbell of New
York City. It is an effort "to cultivate in a country-
side settlement some of the elements of happy liv-

ing and well-being not usual in many communi-
ties." The center will be a rural community and

training center under the School of Religious and

Social Work. Dr. Campbell, who has been a sum-

mer resident of Deering, New Hampshire, for

many years, established the center as a memorial

to her daughter. The grounds of the center, in

which more than $100,000 is said to have been in-

vested, include 120 acres located six miles from

Hillsboro. There are more than thirty buildings

on the property.

Chewing Gum, Cigarettes and Public Recre-

ation Three packages of chewing gum per

year are equal to the cost per resident of the Rec-

reation Department's program.

One package of cigarettes per year is equal to

the cost for the public recreation department in a

tax statement of $80.00!

One less package of cigarettes per year would

provide increased program facilities for many
more people.

Taken from the 1936 annual report of the De-1

partment of Public Recreation, Irvington, New
Jersey.

A Personnel Commission for Louisville

During January the state legislature of Kentucky

v;
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Climbing Strucfure

"JUNGLEGYM" (Trade Mark Registered)

Climbing Structures are manufactured under patents

of October 23, 1923 and March 25, 1924

IUNGLEGYM TIME IS ALL THE TIME
The playground with a Junglegym is never deserted. Here

s the ideal apparatus for constant all-year-round play and
;xercise. The children to use it must exercise.

I Most playgrounds have no supervision in winter Jun-
rlegym does not need supervision or watching.
The experience of all playgrounds that use it is, that there

s no quarreling and there are no accidents. No quarreling
because there are no fixed positions to acquire and hold, no
taoving parts to strike and interfere with another child. No
accidents because the child climbs up by his own strength

pnd can hold on by his own strength. There are bars all

iround to grasp with hands, arms and legs. Each person can
it any time grasp or hold on to any two or more of sixteen
kara.

fhe Children Love to Play and Exercise
on Junglegym

'

It meets a deep-seated instinct for climbing, and is at all

limes absolutely safe. The average child gets but little op-
portunity to stretch out and hang the weight of the body
from the arms. Junglegym gives this opportunity and the
Children who use Junglegym develop a very important set

jf
muscles of the upper body a muscular development

that is fundamental for a real vigorous, healthy life.

JUNCLECYM No. 2

Patented Oct. 23. 1923, Mat. 25. 1924.

"More fun for children"

JUNCLECYM No. 1

Patented Oct. 23. 1923, Mar. 25, 1924.

"More fun for children"

Patented Oct. 23, 1923, Mar. 25, 1924.

JUNGLEGYM IS THE CLIMBINGEST THING
JUNCLECYM No. 6 "More fun for children*

JUNGLEGYM JUNIOR OF WOOD

Write for Complete Catalog of ALL playground apparatus

file Playground Equipment Company, Inc.
DUAXE STREET NEW YORK, N. Y., II. S. A.
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SWARTHMORE COLLEGE FIELD HOUSE
Walter T. Karcher and Livingston Smith, Architects

We design and erect long span STEEL
ARCHES for buildings in spans to over 400

feet, with or without balconies. Heights to

suit.

One building with our arches can be erected

for use as a Field Building, Gymnasium (for

basketball, tennis, skating, ice. hockey, foot-

ball, baseball, etc.) Auditorium, and Theatre,

permitting these various activities without
structural changes in this single building, and
conserving land and reducing maintenance

cost, with a minimum of capital investment.
Your own architect plans and designs the

building.

Inquiries for information and advice invited.

Representatives in principal cities.

Patented and patents pending

Arch Roof Construction Co., Inc.

51 WEST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK CITY, N. Y.

1001 CRAFT IDEAS
,NTH,S NEW CATALOG

rally
illusUated

Every kind of Craft ma-,
erial ! Celluloid, plas-

ics, leather, link belts,

metal, steel dies, metal

apping, square knot-

ing, woodburning. chip

arving boxes, beads,

asketry, warbonnets,

rchery, and many oth-

rs. All tools and ac-

essories camp dis-

ounts speedy delivery.

SPECIAL QUANTITY OFFER
1000 yds. "BOONDOGGLE" (crau strip) $|350
New, Improved 1937 Lace, seamless, bev-

elled edges. Coated SIXTEEN times! 50 yds., 75c.

All colors specify your selection.

Quotations gladly furnished to

Boards of Education, Schools,

Camps and other volume purchasers

SEND FOR CATALOG
T O D A Y FREE TO ALL
ORGANIZATION DIRECTORS

Croft Service, 35O University Ave., Rochester, N. Y.

CRAFT SERVICE

enacted a law establishing a personnel commission

in the first-class cities of the state, primarily

Louisville. Its provisions apply specifically to the

Departments of Public Health and Public Wel-

fare. In Louisville public recreation is a division

of the Department of Public Welfare. Walter R.

H. Sherman, Superintendent of Recreation, in

writing about the law, refers to the commission as

a "civil service body." The law empowers the.

commission, with the approval of the City Coun-

cil, to extend the provisions of the act to the per-

sonnel of other municipal departments. The com-

mission is composed of two members appointed

by the local municipal university, two appointed

by the Board of Education, with the Mayor serv-

ing as ex-officio member. A full-time personnel

director is to be employed by the commission. The

law became effective April 16, 1937.

The Children's Room of the Library Ruth

A. Hill, Children's Librarian, New York Public

Library, in the November I5th issue of The Z

brary Journal discussed the subject, "Making the

Children's Room Indispensable to the Commu-

nity." Among other things Miss Hill said :

"No matter how vital we make our work, with-

in our Children's Room walls we are going to

meet a very small per cent of the children for

whom the Room was meant. Our work and en-

thusiasm must extend beyond mere walls. Whether

by telling stories in hospitals and talking to moth-

ers' clubs we can show a marked increase in cir-

culation is unimportant. What is important is the

fact that we have given some small taste of the

joy that can be found within books to people who

might otherwise miss it. In carrying the Chil-

dren's Room outside its walls one of the most im-

portant things to remember is never to duplicate

the work that can be done by some other agency.

As soon as we start handicraft clubs, art groups,

etc., we are encroaching on the ground of trained

experts. Our specialty is books, and it was to

bring books and children together that the first

children's library was founded. I can think of no

better reason for being for the very newest and

finest children's library in the land. As soon as

settlements, churches, playgrounds and hospitals

are aware of our interest in bringing books to

their children, requests will pour in for story

telling and book clubs."

Camera Clubs Everyone in the regional of-

fice of the National Park Service in Oklahoma k
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A Complete Modernly Designed

line of

PARK, PLAYGROUND and SWIMMING
POOL EQUIPMENT

We offer our customers more continuous EXPERI-
ENCE on the part of our executives, in all phases
of Design, Production and Selling than any other
manufacturer in the field.

THE RECREATION LINE
Climbing Gyms, Monkey-Jungles, Swings,
Slides, Merry-Go-Rounds, Giant Strides, All-
Metal Tennis Net Outfits, Gym Combinations,
Basketball Outfits, etc.

For the Swimming Pool we have Ladders,
Diving Board Outfits, Slides, Life Lines, Life

Buoys, Life Guard Chairs, Pool Cleaning
Devices, Diving Mask Outfits, etc.

Write for free catalog

Recreation Equipment Company
726 West Eighth St., Anderson, Indiana

eligible to membership in a Camera Club which

I
has been organized among technicians. The Club

meets one night a week and a commercial pho-

'tographer serves as instructor. The Club has

| adopted a text book Elementary Photography and

fa chapter is assigned for each week's lesson. Mem-
Ibers bring in pictures for general criticism and

discussion.

An Appeal from Japan Mr. Inoshita of 'the

Playground Association of Japan has written V. K.

Brown of the Chicago Park District that he is

establishing on a small volcanic island, about 70
kilometers from Tokyo, a sort of municipal camp
and zoological park. One feature of this 1,500

I acre tract contains in part a virgin forest mainly
I of camellia and a desert and lava cones. Mr.

Inoshita asks help from American park and rec-

reation officials in the development of this project.

I Mr. Brown, writing of the request, says: 'T think

possibly suggestions of a rock garden, of a cactus

garden, and some counsel or references which will

{ help him in the matter of vegetation adapted to

(the volcanic origin of the soil would be of help,

Ijas
well as suggestions on municipal camp experi-

^ence, equipment and facilities, and systems of

BOOKS YOU WILL WANT TO OWN

CAMPING AND GUIDANCE
By ERNEST G. OSBORNE
"The understanding of the individual by the leaders is
made the starting point in the educational process. . . .

This orientation of program resources and leadership
to the needs of individuals is the essential feature of
guidance. It is the story of how one camp individualized
the educative process." Hedley S. Dimock, author of
Camping & Character.

Of practical value to all camp directors and counselors.
Actual cases and suggestions of approach are included.
The author is a member of the staff of the Child De-
velopment Institute of Teachers College, Columbia
University. 192 pages, cloth. $2.00

CREATIVE CROUP EDUCATION
By S. R. SLAVSON

This new book assumes that sound educational practice
is based upon fundamental interests of personality and
that the job of education is to provide outlets for these
interests. It helps to answer questions like these: What
is it youngsters really want from us when they first

join a club? How should we select what an activity
group ought to do? How about competition?
Fifteen chapters are given to descriptions of creative
group education at work in club programs, in arts and
crafts, in music and the dance, in dramatics, in parties,
in trips and excursions, etc. 256 pages, cloth. $2.50

From your Bookseller or

ASSOCIATION PRESS
347 Madison Avenue - New York, N. Y.
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Eliminate Injuries

SPONGE RUBBER

BOWLING SETS

QUOITS

HAND BALLS

BEAN BAGS

SHUTTLE ROBIN

DECK TENNIS

JACK SETS

Balls 1/2
" Diameter to 3l/2

" Diameter

PRICED FOR YOU

The ROBINS HYGIENIC MAT CO.

SHELTON, CONN.

PLAYS
for the

COMMUNITY
THEATER

The "Community Theater" is not a build-

ing or an organization, it is composed of

the drama clubs, little theaters, churches,

schools, service clubs, granges, farm

bureaus, and all the other organizations

in the community which constantly or oc-

casionally produce plays. It is the present

"American" theater.

Send for this free booklet today

SAMUEL FRENCH
25 West 45th Street

8 1 I West 7th Street

New York, N. Y.

Los Angeles, Calif.

operation. Blue prints and plans of camps and

zoos, or photographs of such developments would
t-ir errotA-fiill-ir rpr-Piirprl ''

Materials and suggestions should be sent directly

to Mr. Kiyoshi Inoshita, Chief Director, Japan

Playground Association, care of Hibiya Park Of-

fice, Marunouchi, Tokyo, Japan.

For Catholic Youth Cardinal Hayes has

urged the establishment of organizations for youth

in every parish of the diocese, according to The

New York Times. He believes that the need for|

such organizations to provide activities for leisure

time is greater in the city than in the smaller com-

munities. He has also urged the establishment of

study clubs so that the benefits of early education

will not be lost "while there are conditions in the

world that require study."

Leadership Training Courses For a num-

ber of years the Montreal, Canada, Parks and;'

Playgrounds Association has conducted training'

courses covering such subjects as social recreation,

games, folk dancing and community singing.

While these courses were helpful, they seemed to

have little in the way of definite results as far as

developing leaders was concerned. Studying their

groups carefully, the officials of the association

found that in many there were potential leaders

who through timidity and similar causes were not

assuming the positions which their capabilities

and personalities warranted. It was therefore de-

cided to start a course for people with definite

leadership ability in an effort to develop them to

the point where they would assume responsibility

for their groups and clubs. The experiment, car-

ried on at Rosemount Community Center, met

with an enthusiastic response.

Minutes of fictitious groups were compiled, and

parts were written for various committee mem-

bers. Members were elected to the various offices,

and meetings were conducted under leadership.

Each week different individuals read reports and

sat in office. Each member present was on his

feet giving an, opinion at least two or three times

during each session. An elementary book on par-

liamentary procedure was secured and most of

those attending the course had copies. The plan

was found to have merit in helping members to

take a more active part on committees and in con-

ducting meetings along more businesslike lines. >
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NO MATTER HOW YOU LOOK AT IT

"JUNGLEGYM"
CLIMBING STRUCTURE
IS THE PERFECT PLAYGROUND DEVICE
It is the safest, sturdiest, longest-lived and most popular with chil-

dren. It is the most economical, too. It accommodates the greatest

number of youngsters in the most limited play space. There are no

moving parts, nothing that has to be replaced. Health authorities

endorse it, too, not only because it is safe, but because it develops
the muscles of the shoulders, arms, chest, back and abdomen
muscles so important to future good health muscles neglected in

a modern world where children have so little opportunity to climb

in safety.

Write for new booklet

RE-2. Representatives
in all principal cities

J. E. PORTER CORP.
Manufacturers of Louden Gym-
nasium, Swimming Pool and

Playground Equipment, Spald-

ing Gymnasium Equipment.

OTTAWA
ILLINOIS

Our Crime Problem "Every year about

80,000 persons go to the city and federal prisons

and reformatories. About 18,000 are sentenced to

the institutions of New York City alone. Where

do they come from and who will take their place

when they are released? Their places will surely

be taken for the prisons of the country are not

only filled at all times but their population has

doubled in the last ten years. Two-thirds of the

prisoners are under thirty years of age and a sub-

stantial percentage are under twenty-one years of

age." Austin H. MacCormick, Commissioner of

Correction, New York City.

Municipal Parks in the United States

(Continued from page 180)

the various recreation facilities and buildings.

Other tables will list the bond issues and gifts for

park purposes during the five-year period 1931-

: 935, the cities reporting out-of-the-city parks

and detailed information as to municipal zoos.

Some 30 summary tables, JO graphs, and several

pages of illustrations of park scenes and activities

,will make the publication a valuable reference for

all who are interested in park and recreation

service.

Written in the Workshop

The Beacon
Handicraft Series

Elementary, inch-by-inch, self-instruction books in

Leathercraft, Metalcraft, Linoleum, Braiding and

Knotting, Hand Loom Weaving, written by the

teachers in the Fellowcrafters' Guild, an affiliate

of Boston University. Other titles to follow as

soon as practicable.

The books are inexpensive, and the materials

and tools prescribed are of minimum cost.

Average number of pages, 128. 3040 hand-

drawn illustrations. Cloth, $1.00. Send for descrip-

tive announcement.

The Beacon Press, Inc.
25 Beacon St., Dept. 1O,Boston,Mass.
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GOOD

. . . That's the first rule of sportsmanship ... of all

play; good clean fun, clean air, and a good clean place

to play.

But air laden with dust is not clean air, and an athletic

field, a tennis court, or a baseball diamond that is thick

with dust stirred up by the wind or running feet is not a

clean place to play.

Solvay Calcium Chloride binds the surfaces of play

areas through its compacting action. It does away with

dust entirely reduces the danger of infection through
dust cuts sunglare to a minimum prevents surface

cracking and weed growth gives a clean place to play,

all at a cost so low that it hardly affects the budget.

Solvay Calcium Chloride, for many years, has been

used by leading schools, universities, athletic associa-

tions. It is a clean, odorless and harmless material that

is easy to apply by hand or spreader just as it comes

from the package (in small white flakes). It does not

affect tennis balls, tennis shoes or other athletic equip-

ment. Complete information will be sent upon request.

SOLVAY SALES CORPORATION
Alkalies and Chemical Products Manufactured by

The Solvay Process Company

40 RECTOR STREET NEW YORK

SOLVAY
TRADE MARK REG. U. S. PAT. OFF.

Calcium Chloride

Service Helps
The American Medal & Trophy Co., 79 Fifth Avenue,

New York City, is a headquarters for recreation work-

ers seeking medals, cups, trophies, plaques, pins and other

prizes for tournaments at prices which enable giving the >

maximum number of quality awards. Write for bulletin R.

The Association Press, 347 Madison Avenue, New,|
York City, this spring has brought out two important j

books for leaders of recreation "Camping and Guidance"

and "Creative Group Education" advertised in this issue i

of RECREATION. Another book, which is a reprint of arti-

cles by Louis Blumenthal in Camping Magazine, will be

published in June and will sell for one dollar. Associa-

tion Press was represented at the National Recreation 1

Congress at Atlantic City by Mr. Wilbur H. Davies whrf

was in a position to help delegates in the selection of*

books on recreation.

The A. S. Barnes and Company, established in 1838,

specialize in publishing books on recreation, sports, dance,

physical education, health education and allied subjects.

This company has the longest and best lists of titles in

these fields.

Each year a complete catalog is issued, and in addition

a fall and spring announcement of new books. A card
addressed to the A. S. Barnes and Company, 67 West
44th Street, New York, requesting a catalog, is your en-

tree to their mailing list.

With the publication of "Sing!" the new inexpensive

all-purpose song book, C. C. Birchard & Company of

Boston add one more unit to their list of special services!

for recreation leaders. Issued by the publishers of many
fine operettas and community song collections, "Sing 1"

is a complete song book, containing words and music with

accompaniments of more than 150 favorite numbers, in-*

eluding many Gilbert and Sullivan selections.

The Carrom Company, Ludington, Michigan, have
manufactured carrom boards since 1889. They issue an
attractive folder illustrating and describing their com-
plete line of combination carrom and crokinole game
boards. In addition to carrom boards they manufacture
official ping pong tables, a complete line of folding card'

tables and folding chairs, also banquet tables.

An inquiry addressed to The Carrom Company will

bring you printed matter and complete information, if you]
will state your requirements.

Craft Service, 350 University Avenue, Rochester, New
York, is now making shipments of craft materials within
three or four hours of receipt of orders. This means
that at least in the Eastern section of the United States,

shipments will be delivered to the purchaser within 48
hours of the time of placing the order in the mail. Craft
Service recommends Craftene rings as interesting and
beautiful craft projects. They are not expensive about
five cents each and are made up ready to be filed into
the desired shape or design and then polished. All colors
available. Anyone from ten years up can do the work
easily.

The Daytcna Beach Shuffleboard Company, Philmont,
New York, is constantly improving and adding to its

equipment. Among the most popular new additions are
the Aluminum Footed Cues, new Rubber-tired, noiseless

Discs, and the Composition Discs. The old ring toss

game, now manufactured by the company, is proving
popular. Churches, recreation.centers, lodges, parks, hotels,

schools, homes, grange halls, Y.M.C.A.'s and Y.W.C.A.'s
are using the Daytona Beach Shuffleboard Equipment.

Diamond Calk Horseshoe Company of Duluth, Minv
nesota, has available for playground and recreation cen-7
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MakeYour Playgrounds

EXTRA SAFE
Safety is an important factor when you
select playground equipment. Make it

extra safe with EVERWEAR, the equipment
that has safety "built in."

EVERWEAR takes the danger element out of

swings by making swing seats of air-

cushioned rubber, strong and durable, yet
soft enough to absorb the shock of a

chance blow. This patented seat has a

wooden core, completely edged in deep
air-cushioned rubber of exceptional tough-
ness and durability, locked to the case by
concealed strips.

Other apparatus slides, swings, merry-go-rounds and ladders are made to withstand maximum loads. Metal parts
are rust-proofed, wood is given two coats of jade-green paint, and steel frame fittings weld the outfits into

strong, durable units.

Investigate the famous EVERWEAR line of equipment. Find out how it can add safety to the popularity of your
playground. Send for the FREE catalog No. 28 TODAY. Address Dept. R.

A full line of beach and pool equipment is

also manufactured by the EVERWEAR Company.
Catalog 28W gives complete details.

Manufacturing Company

SPRINGFIELD. OHIO

Dept. R

lers free booklets on Official Pitching Horseshoe rules,

'and instructions on organizing and conducting pitching

horseshoe tournaments. The company also produces

Icore pads with ringer percentage charts in convenient

kize for keeping individual records and a large wall chart

for keeping ringer percentage records that will be easily

Risible.
I In the belief that horseshoe pitching is ideal from both

nealth and entertainment standpoint the company has, ac-

bording to Mr. Frank Swanstrom, Sales Manager, at-

tempted to make available everything essential to the

ame. Everything from instructions on how to play, dia-

grams of courts, listing of rules, sample club constitu-

tions to a complete line of pitching shoes and accessories,

is produced by the company.
The game itself is rapidly becoming universally adopted

py game-loving Americans. It is not difficult to learn and
vet requires constant practice for any degree of profici-

ency. It may be played by old or young, by musuclar ath-

letes or average office-bound mortals. It provides muscle-

limbering exercise yet it is not so strenuous as to be

firing.

The Diamond Calk Horseshoe Company has long been

known by blacksmiths as producers of high grade horse-

shoes. The same steel is used for Pitching Shoes ;
the

same careful workmanship gives them true balance and

strength to withstand game after game without becoming
dented, cracked or changing their shape.

Many styles and models are made all conforming to

requirements of the National Horseshoe Pitching Asso-
ciation. The most popular shoe, found most often at

itournaments, is the Eagle Ringer. Toe Calks of this

lihoe are notched so when shoe spins about stake it

icatches and does not fly off. The shoe is made of an

(extra high grade of tool steel drop forged and polished
<to a degree of smoothness that makes handling easy.
.'Shoes may be procured made of a special steel that

CARROM
AND

CROKINOLE

GAME

BOARDS

10

STYLES

StV le
""

Carrom Viking Game Board
57 Games 72 Pieces Equipment

Carrom Side

(CROKINOLE ON REVERSE SIDE)

OFFICIAL

PING

PONG
TABLES

the American Ping Pong Aa'n

FOLDING BRIDGE TABLES AND CHAIRS

Chess and Checker Tables

LUDINGTON, MICHIGAN
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MEDART PLAYGROUND APPARATUS
A complete
line to

completely
equip the

modern
playground

WRITE FOR
CATALOG P-3

Your playground problem like your playground
apparatus order, large or small receives the care-

ful, interested consideration of specialists, when re-

ferred to "Medart" . . . Since 1873 "Medart" has
been identified as a conservative, responsible manu-
facturer of many kinds of equipment and apparatus
used by children in schools, parks, playgrounds, etc.

. . . Let "Medart" help solve your playground problem.
Complete engineering service without obligation.

MEDART WATER SPORTS EQUIPMENT
Redesigned, the new 1937 "Medart" line of Slides,

Diving Boards, Pool Ladders, Diving Towers and
all the other accessories required in the modern
pool, are illustrated and described in Catalog, W.S.1.
Write for copy. . . . Complete engineering service.

FRED MEDART MANUFACTURING CO.
3524 DEKALB ST. ST. LOUIS, MO.

Sales Engineers in All Principal Cities
Consult your Telephone Directory

GIHNT
STRIDES

causes them to lie flat when thrown. They will stay

where they are pitched and not 'bound away. Special

Junior size made for women and children.

Other horseshoe pitching equipment produced by the

Diamond Company includes steel stakes, stake holders,

official pitching boxes, carrying cases. Shoes are packed
either in pairs in cardboard boxes or in sets of four with
one pair of stakes in wooden boxes.

For information concerning the game or equipment,

Diamond Calk Horseshoe Company invites correspond-
ence with its Duluth office.

TENNIS NETS
also

Backstop Nets

Soccer Nets

Golf Practice Nets

in fact

All Sport Nets
This house has long

been headquarters
for all the above.

W. A. AUGUR
INC.

35 Fulton Street New York

. Recreation, park and school officials will welcome the

announcement by the Ernzer Manufacturing Company,
233 North Grinnell Drive, Burbank, California, of its

modern inventions which reduce swimming pool cleaning
time by half. There are ten types of Aqua-Vacs in

handle and towing models and three hose sizes. There is

a correct type for every size pool and kind of vacuum
line installation. Nine exclusive features guarantee a

thorough scrubbing with all sand and heavy sediment

quickly and easily removed. The company will be glad
to cooperate with engineers, architects and builders in

providing information. Write for a circular.

There are safety plus features in Everwear Playground,
Beach Equipment. To those who may now or in the

future be interested in playground or beach and pool
equipment, we suggest it might be well to investigate and
see what the Everwear line has to offer.

We have just finished looking through their interesting
new catalog showing in detail the unusually complete
line which goes beyond the conventional swings and
slides into a unique array of swing dives, giant stride

outfits, traveling rings, whirling climbs and the like in

fact, every type apparatus for every type playground,
beach or pool.
A brief study of the set-up of the various outfits shows

that when Everwear says "safety is built into" their

equipment, it's not an advertising claim but actual fact.

It stands to reason that the more durable the unit, the
less danger there is of accident. Everwear achieves dura-

bility by using pipes processed to "take it," and adds to

that a patented, double compression, toothed "dog" fit-

ting that welds the outfits into strong units. And those

fittings contain more actual weight than any others
another factor in durability. Add to that the fact that
each pipe in the framework of .Everwear equipment is

gripped by not less than ten square inches of positive
gripping surface, and you have sound proof of built-in

safety.

Going further into the safety angle, Everwear manu-
factures swing seats with wooden cores, completely edged
with tough rubber that acts as a shock absorber, mini-

mizing danger from chance blows.
It is our recommendation that you write for the Ever-

wear catalog and check for yourself this unusual liita
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POPULAR

WORLD'S BEST QUALITY BEADS

m
WOOD BEAD CRAFT
PORCELAIN TILE CRAFT
CUBE BEAD CRAFT
THE XWA^feflW INDIAN BEAD LOOM

Send for descriptive literature, sample
cards and instruction booklets!FREE

WALCO
BEAD COMPANY
DeptWS 37 W. 37th $t.,N.Y.C.

Before equipping or replacing old equipment on . your

playground, beach or pool. Address, Everwcar Manu-
'actnrinci Company, Springfield, Ohio.

Fellowcrafters, Inc., 64 Stanhope Street, Boston,
Massachusetts, have added several new projects to an
already comprehensive list of group, school, and home
work-shop crafts. Silk screen printing; metal embossing
on recently perfected thin guage metals and heavy metal
foils; cold-metal bending; flexible rubber mould-making

for multiple art casts ; improved bantam weight boat kits

for individual or group assembly work ; model yachts ;

fashionable 'belt kits; recently developed projects in

other crafts and a number of other major items are now
ready for arts and crafts classes, recreation directors and
individual craftsmen, both amateur and expert. Newer
items are being added constantly. Recently published
literature on the entire line of projects can be secured

by writing Fellowcrafters, Inc., 64 Stanhope Street,
Boston.

The BEST by TEST . . . NINE Exclusive FEATURES
AQUA-VACS reduce POOL CLEANING TIME to HALF
For Perfect Pool Cleaning Satisfaction Specify and Install the AQUA-VAC. Patented
Vacuum-Controlled Brush Feature guarantees 100% Pick-up and Scrubbing Ability.
Ten Types of AQUA-VAC Sediment Removers. No Pool Too Large.

15" AQUA-VAC for 1%* and 1%* ID Suction Hose, Handle Model. 22" AQUA-
VAC for iy2 ", 1%" and 2" Hose, Handle or Towing Models. 30" AQUA-VAC DUPLEX
Handle or Towing Model for 2" ID Hose.

AQUA-VAC Above or Below-water Vacuum Line Fittings, l 1
/^"? 1%" and 2" Hose Size x 2" Vacuum Line.

AQUA-VAC SPECIAL While Suction Hose, 3 sizes. Ernzer Friction Wall Cleaner, Han-Dee Square Skimmer,
Better-Sweep Adjustable Floor and Deck Brush, Metal Hose Floats, Vacuum Gauges.

In making inquiry on POOL CLEANERS or SEDIMENT REMOVERS state pool size; hose size, ID; num-
ber of wall or above-water fittings; state pump capacity and location. If an established pool state what vacuum
cleaning equipment already installed. A rough sketch will aid us to make quotation on the best installation

for your particular pool.

ERNZER MANUFACTURING COMPANY
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Leathercraft Projects
for the playground, home,

and handicapped groups

A romplctf line, including nine styles

of belts for men, women, and children
;

c-liange purses, billfolds, keycases,

gift sets, zipper wallet, and a new

smart suspender.

Orders shipped on the same day
received.

Send for our nerc

summer catalog

THE LEATHERCRAFT

GUILD
OF AMERICA
Dept. E Colchester, Conn.

If You Are Concerned

With Playgrounds
Are you going to be a playground director

this summer? Are you a member of a

board in charge of a recreation program?
Or are you a public-spirited citizen inter-

ested in seeing that your community has

an adequate playground system?

Whatever your association with play-

grounds, you will want to know of the

book, "Playgrounds Their Administra-

tion and Operation," by George D. Butler,

which has 402 pages of practical informa-

tion on the operation of playgrounds. It

is the only book devoted exclusively to this

subject, and the playground worker and

official will find it invaluable.

. . . Price $3.00

National Recreation Asssociation

315 Fourth Avenue New York City

From Samuel French, 25 West 45th Street, New York,

and 811 West 7th Street, Los Angeles, there is now

available a complete catalogue which classifies and fully

describes French's plays of distinction for every need. A
new system of classification makes it possible to find just

the play desired with the least possible effort. Send for

a copy at once.

Hill- Standard playground and swimming pool equip-

ment as manufactured by General Playground Equip-

ment, Inc., Kokomo, Indiana, is maintained at the same

high standard of excellence that has always character-

ized the line since its inception. A complete catalog cov-

ering this nationally-known line may be had upon request.

This company has developed a new playground climb-

ing structure under the name "Fire Chief." The unit is

self-bracing and practically indestructible. There are no

moving parts and as 'it is completely hot-galvanized there

is no maintenance problem. This unit is a. great favorite

on playgrounds, incorporating as it does a center sliding

pole similar to that used in fire departments. It has the

advantage of keeping larger children from monopolizing
the structure. The children, upon reaching the top, nat-

urally slide down and this gives the others an oppor-

tunity to climb.

Real progress has been made during the last year
two by recreation officials in conquering the dust problem
on playgrounds. When a new product was first put or

the market for this purpose about two years ago callec

Gulf Sani-Soil-Set (developed by the Gulf Research am
Development Company) hundreds of recreation officials

in various parts of the country gave it a trial.

A recent survey among users reveals that this prepara-
tion has given remarkable results. In every instance it

was found that a single application was sufficient for the

first year. Then, for the second year, the material can
be applied in less quantity than the first this, because

the effect of the first application had not worn off.

Gulf Sani-Soil-Sct is a liquid compound possessing
both germicidal and dust allaying properties. It is claim-

ed that one quart per square yard will control the dust

throughout the season. The Gulf Oil Corporation and
the Gulf Refining Company of Pittsburgh, have been

highly praised by recreation superintendents and ground
keepers generally for their contribution of an inexpensive
product that will effectively control dust. Manufacturers
claim Gulf Sani-Soil-Set is ideally suited for the treat-

ment of all bare ground where control of dust is de-

sired and is recommended for bare playgrounds in gen-
eral, tennis courts, parking lots, bridle paths, private
roads or driveways, race tracks, ball grounds, amusement
parks and other areas.

An interesting fact about the H. 6- R. Manufacturing
Company's athletic field markers is that the idea was
developed from a census taken from a number of coaches
and directors of playgrounds. The result was a marker
of greater capacity, that would handle lumpy and damp
powder as well as fine dry material. The additional
features of handy regulation and quick shut-off has made
this type of marker a leader with fast increasing popu-
larity. One can set the adjustment on the handle for a

predetermined amount of flow, and this is not changed no
matter how many times the flow is shut off and thrown
on. Oilless Bearings and Ratchets entirely enclosed and
packed in grease are features of the H. & R. Manufactur-
ing Co.'s markers. The adjustable regulation makes pos-
sible a great saving in marking material. Many play-
ground officials have attested to a saving of 50% and
better.

The company now manufactures this new type of
marker in four different models to suit various require-
ments and budgets.

Starting on a small scale to furnish the local and near-
by schools and playgrounds, the company has now sent
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Hill -Standard
CM!

PLAYGROUND EQU1PMENT
\'

1 Will W k.

PLAYGROUND

SWIMMING POOL

Write for Catalogue No. 17

Playground Equipment, Inc.

Kokomo, Indiana

machines to practically every state in the Union. This
firm has recently moved to its new location at Palms

Station, Los Angeles, California.

/. L. Haiiuiit'lt ( 'i)in[>iiiiy, Kendall Square, Cambridge,
Massachusetts, in the publication of "Sand Craft," by J.

Leonard Mason, Sc. D., has given recreation workers a

valuable tool. Of "Sand Craft" Dr. R. Tait McKenzie,
well-known sculptor, has said "For children, sand is an
ideal medium for expression. It is cheap, easily handled

by simple home-made tools, and the short life of its

forms suits the rapid changes of the youthful mind still

unfitted for long and continuous concentration. In the

hands of a good teacher it may become an educational

weapon of the first magnitude. . . . Doctor Mason gives
the first comprehensive course that I have seen on the

technique of this fascinating art."

A review of "Sand Craft" will be found on page 207
of this issue of RECITATION.

The Harvard Film Service, Harvard University, Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts, produces films which, although
designed for instructional purposes, are equally adapted
for general school assemblies, camps, and adult education

groups.

One of the most practical modern devices for park and
general recreational use is the Haskell Climb-A-Round.
The Climb-A-Round is ingenious in design, with the

added merit of compactness and stability. It can be de-

scribed as a more or less pyramidal structure consisting
of a series of parallel horizontal bars some two feet

apart, working up to a peak from which vertical sliding

poles descend to the ground inside the pyramid formed
by the horizontal bars. It occupies a minimum of space
but affords a maximum use opportunity for children.

EXCITEMENT *

HANDCRAFT
Streamlined For Recreation Programs
Happy hours of pleasing recreation. Keen en-
thusiastic response to the decoration of many at-
tractive arts and crafts articles. Instructive. Edu-
cationally approved! Striking results regardless
of ability.

CRAFT COLOR MEDIUMS
Easily applied Tuned Palet color products best
suited to the decoration of craft items. 24 vivid

Crayonex colors, painting Crayons in 8 bright
colors, Tempera, and Water Colors in a large
color assortment as listed below.

* CRAYONEX
PAYONS

* "PRANG" TEMPERA
"PRANG" WATER COLORS

THE

AMERICAN CRAYON COMPANY
SANDUSKY, OHIO

CRAFT PROJECTS
For Hand Decoration

Interesting articles to decorate into distinctively
designed pieces. Items listed below and many other
unusual inexpensive articles ready for decoration.

O-P CRAFT BOXES
BRACELETS
BUCKLES
MATS

rnrr Send for our free set of suggestions
' IlLLideas helps. Also listing of inexpensive
supplies and materials. Easy decorative craft pro-
cesses described in detail. All the material you
need to select your handcraft projects.

THE 0-PCRAFT CO.
SANDUSKY, OHIO

Reg. U. S. Pat. Off

BOOKS on
Archery
Boat Building
Furniture Making
Bird Houses

Toy Making
Kites Aircraft

Hobbies
Home Workshop

Ask for New Complete Catalog

THE MANUAL ARTS PRESS
PEORIA ILLINOIS
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CHARACTER MAGAZINE
should be in every home, church, school

and public library. Community organiza-

tions, Y.M.C.A.'s, Y.W.C.A.'s, P.T.A.'s, Boy
Scouts, etc., should have a subscription to

this magazine as resource material.

CHARACTER MAGAZINE
is tremendously concerned in developing

character and in real cooperative alino-

ments between agencies in the community.
Some of the finest minds in the country

are numbered among the editorial group

responsible for this magazine. A glance

through any number will convince you
that you should become a regular reader

of this unique magazine.

Why not take the time to check the offer

below that appeals to you most and mail

to us TODAY with your remittance. If

you will mention these offers to your
friends you will be doing them a real ser-

vice and at the same time help us develop
this magazine.

- 1 year (Monthly except July and

August) $1.50

(Add 30c for foreign postage)

- 2 years (20 Big Issues) 2.50

r- 1 year CHARACTER MAGAZINE
and copy of UNTYING
APRON STRINGS 2.00

'This is a book on mental hygiene for

parents, teachers and leaders. Young
people will find in it the help they
need in solving their own problems of

personality development.)

6 months trial subscription. . . 1.00

CHARACTER MAGAZINE
Dept. B
5732 Harper Ave., Chicago, 111.

Enter my subscription to CHARACTER MAGAZINE
as checked above. Enclosed is remittance.

Name

Position

Address .

City State

Its outstanding characteristic is probably safety. There

are no moving parts, no sharp corners, no protruding
ends. It is strong and solid, economical in first cost and

in upkeep. This economy in first cost is particularly im-

portant in situations where amusement and exercise must

be provided for a large number of children, and the lack

of upkeep expense is an advantage that is greatly ap-

preciated where playground apparatus is in continuous

use. The construction is such that no special foundation

is needed ; it can be bolted together right on the field.

Once erected, it lasts almost indefinitely, due to the fact

that it is made of heavy galvanized steel tubing.

For organized use, as many as eight different lines of

children can approach and perform the exercises specified

by teacher or athletic director in unison. When used in-

dividually, the larger size will give 20 or 30 children

ample opportunity to amuse themselves and develop their

ability and muscles at once. Schools and playgrounds,
where Climb-A-Rounds are installed, use them the year
round. The small exposed areas do not collect snow or

ice, nor form a shelter for heavy snowdrifts. Children

enjoy them as enthusiastically in winter as they do in

summer.
A number of different sizes of Climb-A-Rounds are

available to suit different conditions and locations. Full

particulars can be obtained from the manufacturer, W . E.

Haskcll, Inc., Springfield, Mass.

The suits produced by the hidera Mills Company,
Winston- Salem, North Carolina, are manufactured under

strict sanitary conditions. Every suit is thoroughly ex-

amined for any defects prior to placing in cartons. Our
wool suits are packed with a small bag of napthaline
flakes to prevent moths eating after suits reach our dis-

tributors.

First we use a high grade special twist yarn which
stands hard use and repeated laundering. Knit en

latch needle rib knit machines, garments are pattern-cut
of correct measurements at every point ; all seams are

twin needle double stitched with super strength thread,

and buttons are non-breakable and non-corrosive, securely
sewed to suit.

A rib knit suit is elastic and fits the figure perfectly
while a flat knit or balbriggan fabric is not elastic and
does not fit close to body.

It is important to keep in mind the fact that no other

garment is subjected to as much abuse as a swimming
suit and while the manufacturer is not infallible he cannot
be held responsible for faults clearly beyond his control.

We refer particularly to uric acid which ruins any
fabric, rotting which results particularly in trunks or

skirt cannot be considered a just claim. Sliding down
chutes and playing on rafts will wear out any fabric re-

gardless of its quality. Lying on boats, diving platforms
or beaches in the direct rays of the sun for hours at a

time, or hanging up of suit on line or placing in sun to

dry without turning suit inside out will cause any color

to fade. Proper care should be given a suit after being
used, by rinsing it in fresh water and wringing it out

carefully to get all water possible out of suit. Never
take suit in both hands and twist it up to wring the
water out. That weakens the yarn, and in wools it will

soon break a thread and cause holes to show up. Always
turn suit inside out to dry. Never put your suit away
in moist condition or it will mildew and loosen the dye,
causing the suit to rot and fade.

Replacements cannot be made on garments which have
faded by excessive exposure to sun or on garments the
colors of which have run on account of chemical reac-
tion of certain mineral springs or bodies of water with
alkaline or sulphur content. Chlorine or its derivatives,

frequently used in tanks and pools, are injurious to color
and fabric.

The Indianhead Archery & Manufacturing Co., Box
303, Lima, Ohio, with fourteen years of experience, is

one of the few archery makers in business over ten



SERVICE HELPS 201

Plan Your Camp Archery Program Now
ROCO CAMP KIT

For Scout, Camp, Y. M. C. A. and Manual Training
groups.
The kit consists of one 5 ft. hardwood stave, tapered;

6 self shafts, 24-28", pointed and nocked; 6 quill feath-
ers; glue; hemp bowstring, and a leather shooting tab.
State length shafts.

RCK Roco Camp Kit, complete $2.00
Less 20 (̂ camp discount .40

$1.60
On postage .10

$1.70
Catalogue free on requett

ROUNSEVELLE-ROHM. Inc., Hazel Crest, Illinois

years. The company specializes in prompt service to

camp and recreation officials. Your order by wire in the

morning will be delivered by railway express the next

morning in most towns within 600 miles of Lima. Ship-

ments are made day and night and on Sundays during
the rush camp season.

The Leathcrcraft Guild of America, with offices and

factory at Colchester, Connecticut, specializes exclusively

in leathercraft for vocational and recreational needs.

Under the direction of Mr. A. Slopak, M. A. in Sociology

(Clark), it offers a wide assortment of leathercraft proj-
ects and a twenty- four hour supply service.

Mr. E. J. Tangerman has issued a fascinating and prac-
tical book on whittling and woodcarving in "Whittling
and Woodcarving," published by Whittlesey House,
McGraw-Hill Book Company, 330 West 42nd Street,

New York City, (Price $3.00). There is much in this

volume for the handicraft counselor at camp or manual
arts instructor in city settlement who finds himself lag-

ging behind a gifted pupil. The author is most explicit

and entertaining, whether he is talking about wooden
.whistles or high relief work, walnut-shell "whimsies" or

nested spheres. "Don't worry about your lack of skill,"

he says, "You'll find that you have a surprising amount
once you get at it, and a little practice will develop more.

The wife of a friend, who never before had used a knife

outside of her kitchen, started whittling. She began with

a sailorman. Her first wasn't at all bad, her second was

quite creditable and figure carving is supposed to be

the hardest !"

Chapters describe selection and care of woodcarving
tools and knives, how to carve soap, ivory, bone, fruit

pits, etc. And a very valuable table lists 182 kinds of

wood, with data on shrinkage, bending strength, elas-

ticity, hardness, splitting .value, etc. Many detail and

method sketches are included, and photographs (many of

them of museum pieces) incorporate ideas from all over

the world.

Those seeking books for recreational and playground
activities should write to The Manual Arts Press, Peoria,

Illinois. For more than thirty years this firm has been

publishing books on the various forms of industrial arts

work carried on in the schools and recreation centers,

including art crafts, toymaking, kite flying, archery and

many other crafts.

C. IV. Morgan, 1016 Hyde Park Boulevard, Chicago,
is offering two new action games, Tumble-Rings and

Jiakinet, which develop forms of skill differing from
all old and well-known games.
Tumble-Rings may be played on any fairly level lawn

or ground. Each player provided with two split, fluked

iron rings endeavors to roll them to a chain loosely

suspended between two pickets. While the main object
is to make the rings catch, there is provision for scoring

The New OFFICIAL Portable Court

For 'Year- round Outdoor

PADDLE TENNIS

RECREATIONAL
leaders everywhere are turning to

PLAYCORTS as the ideal solution to the problem
of all-year-round, out-of-doors participation in the

numerous popular small court games. Paddle Tennis.

Badminton, Deck Tennis, Volley Ball, Shuffleboard and
similar sports that once were restricted, for outdoor play,
to the short summer months, can now be enjoyed the
whole year through, when played on the new type, all

purpose, all weather, life-time court.

PLAYCORTS are pre-manufactured, wooden courts,
built in sections for easy shipping and assembling.
Painted, creosoted, marked, sanded, they measure 30 by
60 feet over-all and are completely surrounded by an
attractive, sturdy 12 foot wire enclosure.

Parks, playgrounds, schools, hotels, Y. M. C. A.'s, com-
munity centers, tennis clubs and other recreational cen-
ters have eagerly adopted this new type of outdoor court

in winter the snow is simply shovelled aside after a
rain, play is resumed immediately!

Playcorts Set the Stage For 12

Months of Healthful Outdoor Fun!

"Your New Type of Court

Is Equally Good For Deck

Tennis, Badminton, and

Other Fast Sports."

Says HAROLD WALENTA,

Sports Director of The

Ambassador Hotel,

Atlantic City, N. J.

Send for detailed, illustrated, descriptive literature

on PLAYCORTS it is entirely gratis

SPECIAL NOTE: Individual PLAYCORTS are surpris-

ingly inexpensive, with especially attractive prices pre-

vailing for two or more courts.

Official, copyrighted blue prints

are available for only $10.00

PLAYCORTS, Inc.
46 CARMAN ROAD

SCARSDALE NEW YORK
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Progressive Teacher
"The Magazine with a Vision"

It Brings You a Veritable Library of

Best Educational Reading from

Experts in the Field of Education
You will receive in the ten issues help on:

School Administration and Supervision

Classroom Methods and Projects

Health, Physical Training and Entertainment

Opening Exercises, religious training

Stones and Songs for the Auditorium Hour

Help on all the common school branches

Articles on music, drawing and art

School decoration

Help on Club programs. Raising Funds

School Libraries and a discussion of new books

$2.00 Per Year oi Ten Issues Two Years for $3.50

Three Years for $5.00

Advertising Rates Sent on Request

Make Several Hundred Dollars

During Vacation
We want 2,500 young men and women to sell sub-

scriptions to PROGRESSIVE TEACHER a school maga-
zine now in its 45th year and national in circula-

tion at County Institutes, Teachers' Meetings,
Summer Schools and Normal Schools throughout
the United States.

This is a fine opportunity to earn several

hundred dollars during your vacation

Write

PROGRESSIVE TEACHER
Circulation Department MORRISTOWN, TENN.

EDUCATIONAL FILMS
Fine Arts Series . . . Social Studies

Natural Science
Sound Silent; 35mm. 16mm.; Sale Rent

Write for Film Catalogue

Harvard Film Service
The Biological Laboratories Cambridge, Mass.

without making a "bite." Dexterity in play requires di-

rectional control, speed control and care in placement
when releasing a ring.

Bakinet is an indoor floor game. The club used in

play resembles a hockey stick with a small open-mouthed
net attached to the head. The player endeavors to drive
a small sponge-rubber ball along the floor to a scoop-
shaped target and then to catch it in the air on its return
from the target. Any number of players may take part
and in three of the four games which may be played, only
one club is needed, this used in turn by each participant.

Bakinet was first introduced at "A Century of Progress

Exposition, 1934," while Tumble-Rings is a more recent

development.

The National Sports Equipment Company recently in-

troduced a new type of playground base which should

be of interest to every recreation director. Many cities

have already adopted it as standard equipment because

of its sturdy construction and unusually low cost. The

company also manufactures a complete line of hair felt

gym and wrestling mats, gym suits, felt and chenile let-

ters and various types of athletic equipment.
Literature and prices will gladly be sent on request to

Post Office Box No. 1. Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.

Playcorts, Inc., 46 Carman Road, Scarsdale, New York,
in offering its new portable court, is increasing present-

day facilities for year-round, outdoor recreation and is

providing a solution to the problem of all-year round,
out-of-door participation in the many small court games
such as paddle tennis, deck tennis, shuffleboard and simi-

lar sports. Painted and creosoted, these courts are built

to withstand bad weather and to serve all purposes.
Send for illustrated descriptive literature which will be

mailed vou free.

One of the most deep-rooted instincts of every child is

the desire to climb. Until the advent, ten years ago, of

the "Junglegym" Climbing Structure, there had been no

thoroughly safe place for either city or country children

to satify this urge. Trees, barns, haylofts, telephone poles,

porch railings, the cornices of buildings and innumerable

dangerous places were used by the youngsters in spite of

all their elders could do to dissuade them. Few children

escaped without falls. Many received serious injury.
The "Junglegym" climbing structure was designed to

meet this real need. And this very design with plenty
of rungs and handholds within easy reach makes it the

safest of all places to climb. A ten year record of use
shows there have been a hundred million child-play-hours
without a single serious accident. When this record is

compared with that of older and more traditional pieces,
of playground equipment the "Junglegym" Climbing
Structure shows an astonishing margin of safety. Chil-
dren of all ages are fascinated by the device, and they
certainly are not attracted by its safety. One educator

suggests that children like the "Junglegym" Climbing
Structure because it appeals "to the monkey in them."
Educators find that children playing on the device

acquire a regard for the rights of others a sense of

sportsmanship. They are helped to develop courage, ini-

tiative, will-power and self reliance. Children find a

splendid setting, too, for imaginative play, because the

"Junglegym" Climbing Structure is easily transformed
by the child's mind into an apartment building, a castle,
a ship, a circus tent or a jungle.
And most important of all, from the point of view of

health authorities, the children develop the muscles of
their arms, back shoulders, abdomen, chest muscles so

important to their future good health muscles so fre-

quently neglected in a modern world where children have
no opportunity to climb in safety.

^
School authorities find the '"Junglegym" Climbing

Structure extremely economical, too. There are no mov-
ing parts, nothing to wear out, nothing to be replaced.
And, too, it accommodates a larger number of youngsters
in limited play space than any other type of device. De-
tailed information may be secured from /. E. Porter
Corp., Ottawa, Illinois.

The attractive illustrated catalogue issued by the Rec-
reation Equipment Company, 724-26 West Eighth Street,
Anderson, Indiana, contains photographs of all the ap-
paratus manufactured for playgrounds and parks. Simi-
larly there are pictures showing the company's complete
line of swimming pool and bathing beach equipment. A
description accompanies each piece of apparatus, and the \
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purchaser may know in detail just what features are in-

corporated. The company prides itself on the fact that

not ten per cent of the orders for catalogue items re-

ceived during the year have remained unshipped twenty-
four hours after the receipt of the orders. Each article

shipped is guaranteed to be free from defects in material

and workmanship. Technical services are offered. Blue-

prints, special drawings, and advice and counsel as to

proper location and installation of equipment are fur-

nished at no cost or obligation.

Rounsevelle-Rohm, Inc., Hazel Crest, Illinois, have 'for

many years been trying to make their archery equipment
not only better and better but cheaper. Savings in manu-
facturing costs are passed on to customers.
Rounsevelle-Rohm equipment is known everywhere.

The Royal Emblem Company, manufacturing jewelers,
41 John Street, New York City, are featuring an

Economy Series of medal-awards designed especially for

the recreation field. It is of the same fine detail and

high quality of manufacture as their very complete
l line

of trophies, cups, ball charms, etc. The Economy Series

appears on the first page of the illustrated catalogue.
Send for a copy.

The Sponge Rubber Bowling Set manufactured 'by the

Robins Hygienic Mat Company, Shelton, Connecticut,
consists of ten pins, regulation duck pin size, three sponge
rubber balls, a pin spotter and direction sheet. These sets,

designed for both indoor and outdoor use the year round,

appeal both to adults and children and the game is prov-
ing one of the most popular in the market for homes,
clubs and schools. Other products include quoit sets,

practically indestructible and noiseless ; tennaquoit rings
of durable sponge rubber with a smooth surface area,

painted with a latex paint, and the shuttle robin set of

two paddles and one bird, with adjustable feathers capa-
ble of altering the speed of the flight from 10 to 100

feet. There are, too, solid sponge rubber balls, plain in

color or brilliantly hued, handballs, and bean bags of a

durable, washable ticking filled with ground sponge rub-
ber. All products are reasonably priced.

Doctors, trainers, coaches and physical educators in

leading universities and recreation centers write in en-

thusiastic praise of the efficiency of F. A. F., the remedy
for Athlete's Foot manufactured by The Sanite Chemical

Company, Georgetown, Kentucky. From S. M. Wallace,
University of Maine, westward to Frank Zanazzi, Uni-
versity of San Francisco and from Schubert. Dyche, Mon-
tana State College, southward to Pete Cawthon of Texas
Tech, users say, "F. A. F. gives quick soothing relief."

F. A. F. is an effective fungicide and germicide. It con-
tains two local anesthetics. It soothes it kills the cause.

H. S. Souder, Scuderton, Pa., have their new No. 2

Catalog ready for distribution. They manufacture all

styles of wooden articles used for chip carving, painting
and wood burning. For a number of years they have
been supplying camps, hospitals, schools and many occu-

pational therapist centers. Anyone interested in these
wooden articles should not fail to send for this catalog.

Twenty-five hundred different articles have been made
this year in the Universal School of Handicrafts high up
in Rockefeller Center, New York City. They represent
the creative urges of hundreds of students enrolled in

thirty-one different courses. The cost range for materials
starts around two cents. Over 200 different articles cost
less than ten cents. Recreation leaders are cordially in-

vited to visit the Universal School where programs may
easily be worked out to meet nearly every budget limita-
tion. The School supply service, which is open to other

Popular Camp Crafts

LEATHERCRAFT
METALCRAFT
BEADCRAFT
BLOCK PRINTING

CRYSTOLCRAFT
WOODCARVING
BASKETRY

We have all the necessary supplies for a
successful craft program in camps, play-
grounds, and recreational centers.

Our supplies are unusually complete,
ranging from inexpensive items in all

crafts for children, to the more advanced

projects for adults. (Order a dozen Double
Link Belts at $3.30 complete. We sold
thousands last season. )

Our products are guaranteed.

We carry only the finest materials.

Orders shipped same day received.

We offer crafts courses at our studio for

those residing in the Metropolitan Area.

Send lOc. for the

new 64-page fully il-

lustrated catalogue of

craft supplies. Thou-
sands of hard to find
tools and materials for
all the above crafts and

many others are listed

and described.

AMERICAN HANDICRAFTS CO.
Formerly

FOLEY-TRIPP CO.

193 William Street New York, N. Y.

2119 So. Main Street, Los Angeles, Calif,
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Yes you can actually own a new Royal Port-

able for as little as $1 a week. For Royal alone

gives you Touch Control*, an amazing improve-

ment which adapts the key tension of the

machine to everyone's finger pressure! And this

is only ONE of Royal's many unusual features!

Three models three prices with payments from

75* to $1.25 per week. (De Luxe Model illustrated.)

ROYAL TYPEWRITER COMPANY, Inc.

2 PARK AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y.

creative groups, includes 4,000 different tools and ma-

terials, many of which are listed in the new catalog that

has just come from the press. Recreation leaders may
also receive special training in low cost budgets fitted to

various age groups.

Night lighting of recreational facilities is a develop-
ment which has come into extensive use as the result of

efforts of park and recreation officials to meet the in-

creasing demand for adult recreation. Such lighting
when automatically controlled by Welcome Coin Meters
manufactured by the Welcome Meter Company, 461
South Fair Oaks Avenue, Pasadena, California, serves

many purposes. It doubles the existing facilities, reserves
the courts for players, eliminates discrimination, reduces

expenses and increases revenue. Entirely automatic in

operation, Welcome Coin-Metered lighting eliminates the

necessity for attendants. At the end of the allotted period
the lights go off. The report of the Los Angeles Play-
ground and Recreation Commission shows a gross in-

come over a three year period of $23,858.36 from thirty-
seven coin-metered tennis courts alone.

The Y. M.C.A. Motion Picture Bureau, 347 Madison
Avenue, New York City, is supplying films to thousands
of organizations, such as Y. M. C. A.'s, clubs, schools and
churches, and is serving as the central depository of

specially selected films for the particular needs of these
groups. The 1937-38 catalogue of "Selected Motion
Pictures" will be off the press September 1st. Editorial
comment is invited.

Field or sports buildings may be so erected that they
can be used for auditoriums, theaters, gymnasiums and
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Magazines and Pamphlets

I

Recently Received Containing Articles

of Interest to the Recreation Worker 1

MAGAZINES

Hygeia. April 1937

Ts Your Playground Safe? by Florence Nelson
Story Parade, February 1937

Strings and Things (Marionettes), by Remo Bufano

The Journal of the National Education Association

April 1937

Our American Youth Their Plight and a Program,
by Harl R. Douglass

Leisure. April 1937

The New Outlook for Recreation, by Will C. Stokes
Metal Flowers A Creative Art, by Robert E. Dodds
You Need a Hobby
Feltcraft, by Dorothy Barber

The Journal of the National Education Association,

May 1937

Summer Activities for Children, by Eleanor Craven

The American City, May 1937

Canton's Civic Achievement Program
New Pools in 750 Cities This Summer
Wading Pools for Indianapolis Children

Parents' Magazine, May 1937

When Play Goes Wrong, by Frances Bruce Strain
A Doctor Looks at Camps, by Philip M. Stimson,
M. D.

Family Fun, by Elizabeth King

The Journal of Health and Physical Education. April 1937

The Organized Recess for Character, by Berita M.
Schools

National Physical Achievement Standards for Girls,

by Amy R. Rowland
Springfield International Festival

Parks and Recreation, April 1937

Demonstration Parks in Tennessee Valley, by Earle
S. Draper

Making Ice with a Tree Sprayer, by Robert E. Everly
Skating Rink Preparation and Care, by H. B. Johnson
National Park Service Studies Recreational Needs

Better Times, April 1937

Play and Recreation in New York City,

by James V. Mulholland
The Religio Cultural Backgrounds of New York

City's Youth, by Nettie Pauline McGill

The Jewish Center, March 1937

This issue is devoted to camping and contains sev-
eral interesting articles on this subject

The Womans Press, May 1937

Folk Cultures in Denver, by Helen C. Flaherty

Leisure, May 1937

Pottery Making at Home and at Camp,
by E. Hartge Cortelyou

Old Man Marionette, by Jane Bingham
Cork Ball, by J. Stewart Whitmore

Child Life, June 1937

Child Life Hobby Club
Child Life Pen and Pencil Club
Busy Time (Nine Stunts, Tricks, Games and Things

to Do)
Bird in the Garden (A Game)

Indianhead Archery & Mfg. Go.

Box 303A LIMA, OHIO
We specialize in camp orders and offer
24 hour service during the camp season.

Accounts invited on 30 day basis.

A few specials for the camp season

Lemonwood Staves Extra fine, dense textured stock.
Flat type 1%" wide $1.25 ea., $12.00 dz.; 1%" width
$1.50 ea., $15.00; dz; 1%" sq. x 6' $1.25 ea., $12.00 dz.

Fine Hickory or Pecan Flat type 1%" to 1%" wide at
60c. ea. or $6.00 dz.

Semi-Finished Flat Type Staves Tapered to general
shape with narrow built up grip of walnut, screwed
and glued into place. 1%" widths, hickory $1.00 ea.:
$11.00 dz. Lemonwood, $1.65 ea. or $17.50 dz.

Good Spruce Arrows Metal tips and nocks. Any
length, $2.25 dz., 10 dz. at $1.75.

Feathers Choice No. 1 barred, $1.00 per 100; No. 1
colored, assorted, $1.50; good No. 2 barred at 55c. per
100, and colored at 75c. per 100.

Horn Bow Nocks Polished type dark or light colored
horn, %"; 7/16"; %", 60c. pr.

A complete line of materials our folder it fttt

WHEN IN A HURRY GIVE US A TRIAL

SHUFFLEBOARD EQUIPMENT
$6.00, $8.00, $10.00 and $15.00 Sets

Aluminum Footed Cues Composition and Rubber-
tired Discs. Send 10c. for Plan of Standard Court

Also Ring Toss Games, 50 and 75 cents

DAYTONA BEACH SHUFFLEBOARD CO.
PHILMONT, N. Y.

MEDALS, CUPS and TROPHIES
For Every Sport and Competition, 25c. Up

AMERICA'S BIGGEST MEDAL and AWARD VALUES
Send for Catalogue

AMERICAN MEDAL & TROPHY CO.
79 FIFTH AVE., at 16th St., NEW YORK CITY

Mfg. Jewelers Pins, Keys, Emblems, Rings

PAMPHLETS

The Learn How Book (The Needlework Arts Self-

Taught!)
The Spool Cotton Co., 350 Fifth Avenue, New York

City. $.10

Fifteen Years of Motion Picture Progress
Motion Picture Producers and Distributors of

America, Inc., 1937

1936 Report of the Linden, N. J., Recreation Commission
Annual Report of the Mayor's Advisory Board on Play-

grounds and Recreation Cleveland 1936

Annual Report of the Long Beach, Calif., Recreation

Commission, 1935-1936

Wider Participation in Planning and Developing Leisure
Time Activities

Proceedings of the 2nd Annual Recreation Conference

Chicago Recreation Commission

York, Pa., Recreation Commission Report 1936
Glimpses of Historical Areas East of the Mississippi River

U. S. Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C.

Twenty Years of Community Service, 1917-1937

Report of the Jewish Welfare Board



206 Sl-kl'ICE HELPS

How-
De-

Doo!

/ am introducing

STORY PARADE
A magazine for boys and girls

from 7 to 12

STORIES

VERSE

MUSIC

PICTURES

PLAYS

REVIEWS

"/ have found no material so excellently

adapted to meet the needs of present

day activities in the field of education

and recreation as that found in your

very unique magazine. . . ."

MAKTHA B. ARCHER,

Pasadena Department of Recreation.

Subscriptions $1.50 in the United States

Canada $1.60; Foreign $1.75

Single copies 15 cents

SPECIAL OFFER . . . $2.50

STORY PARADE BOOK and one subscription

STORY PARADE
70 Fifth Avenue New York, N. Y.

Education for Marriage
First Steps in Program Building . . .

JANET FOWLF.R NELSON MARGARET HILLER

What kind of program shall we set

up? Five discussions are suggested
for the Euthenics Committee.

.50

.25No Date Has Been Set for the Wedding
JANET FOWLER NELSON

For the girl who is considering the

problems of postponed marriage.

Questions for discussion.

Working Wives 35

JANET FOWLER NELSON

For the business girl who is consid-

ering marriage via the two-job route.

Arranged for group discussion.

Love in the Movies 10 for .25

JANET FOWLER NELSON

(Reprinted from the Womans Press,

April, 1936)

THE WOMANS PRESS
600 Lexington Avenue New York, N. Y.

skating rinks. Buildings are easily interchangeable with-

out structural alterations, permitting daily varied activi-

ties in one efficient structure, thereby eliminating the

need for several infrequently used buildings.

The Long Span Steel Arch type of roof construction

designed by the Arch Roof Construction Co. Inc., 55

West 42nd Street, New York City, makes such use pos-

sible through its construction plans which eliminate all

columns, posts and trusses, giving a clear, unobstructed

interior with a maximum amount of light and ventilation.

Write the company for information on the design and

construction of Long Span recreation buildings.

Calcium Chloride is widely used on playgrounds by
recreation and school boards as a means of eliminating

dust, consolidating the surface, as well as for the pur-

pose of reducing the danger of infection from cuts and

scratches.

Dustproofing playgrounds has become a new project for

women's groups. In a number of communities where
board funds have been limited during the past few years,
Parent-Teachers Associations and Mothers' Clubs have
taken it upon themselves to provide for the continuance
of the Calcium Chloride treatment in their school

districts.

Calcium Chloride is particularly adapted to school-

yards because it is clean, odorless and easy to apply, and
does not require the use of special equipment for

application.
Further information may be secured from the Solray

Soles Corporation, 40 Rector Street, New York City.

Practical help in promoting the game of speedball for

girls will be found in "Speedball for Girls," a recent
book by Frances T. Duryea and Dorothy E. Wells.
Order from Miss Frances T. Duryea, 238 North Colum-
bus Avenue, Glendale, California. $1.25.



New Publications in the Leisure Time Fiefd

Dramatized Ballads

y Janet Tobitt and Alice White. E. P. Dutton and Com-
pany, Inc., 300 Fourth Avenue, New York City. $2.00.

THE DELIGHTFUL possibilities of folk ballads for drama-
' tization are thoroughly explored in this book, which

will prove an invaluable guide to the recreation worker

in the enrichment of his dramatic program. Hundreds of

years ago our ancestors recognized the possibilities of

ballads as drama and in Elizabethan times acted ballads

were presented on the popular stages at the end of full-

length plays. This book offers twenty ballads with

music and suggestions for production.

The Game Way to Sports
By H. Atwood Reynolds. A. S. Barnes and Company,
'New York City. $2.00.

THERE HAS LONG been a demand for lead-up games
' which may be played by boys and girls who are not

old enough to take part in regular athletic sports, and

which will teach fundamental game elements. This book

answers this demand by offering lead-up games to base-

ball, basketball, swimming, volley ball, soccer, ice hockey,

tennis, football, golf and field hockey. There are seventy-

four line drawings illustrating the text. A classified

bibliography concludes the volume.

The Circus Comes to School

By Averil Tibbets. A. S. Barnes and Company, New
York City. $2.50.

THE SCHOOL CIRCUS, its organization and production is
*

the subject of this book, but the fact that it has been

treated as a school activity does not prevent the prac-

tical material offered from being of value to recreation

workers on playgrounds and at community centers. Spe-

cific directions are given on the making of costumes

from inexpensive materials, and the production of an

actual circus is described as an example of what can

be done. Many photographs and line drawings are used

in illustration, many of them the work of the children

themselves.

Let's Play Garden
Originated by Nadine L. Rand. Assembled and written

by Elinor G. Loeb and Adele Gutman Nathan. Grosset

and Dunlap, Inc., New York. $.50.

THIS DELIGHTFULLY illustrated book with its gay colors

gives children some information on making flower

gardens. A novel feature of the book is the fact that on

the inside cover are six packages of seeds for the flowers

described in the book. These are ready to plant in the

garden or in the home.

Sand Craft

By J. Leonard Mason, Sc. D. J. L. Hammett Company,
Cambridge, Massachusetts. $1.00.

YEARS AGO Dr. Mason made an important contribution

to the recreation movement in the publication of his

book on sand craft. Now comes a revised edition based
on Dr. Mason's further experimentation in this medium
and his growing conviction that "sand modeling is one
of the most valuable means of self-expression and one of

the best avenues for stimulating creative ideas that we
have in all the category of play." Information is given
on tools and equipment, techniques, and the preparation
and care of modeling sand. There are suggestions on
what to model and how to go about it. There is also a

lesson arrangement for schools, recreation centers and

camps.

How to Sail

By Samuel Carter III. Leisure League of America, New
York. $.25.

POR THE MAX for whom sailing holds a lure, this book-

let is full of interesting information. There is a dis-

cussion of the theory of sailing and of types of small

boats, and there are suggestions on learning to sail, in-

structions regarding navigation and sea law, and facts on

the elements of racing. Cruising, too, comes in for its

share of discussion.

Leisure Resources
Kit M. "Handy II." Edited by Lynn Rohrbough. Co-

operative Recreation Service, Delaware, Ohio. $.25.

iA R. ROHRBOUGH has given us in this Kit a very help-

ful bibliography on recreation and leisure. The ma-

terial, which has been carefully classified under such

headings as "Wider Aspects of Leisure," "Games and

Sports," "Rhythm and Folk Dancing," "Music and Song,"

covers a wide range. There are lists of periodicals, or-

ganizations and sources of supply which will be exceed-

ingly helpful to the recreation worker to have.

Let's Go to the Park

By Raymond C. Morrison and Myrtle E. Huff. Wilkin-

son Printing Company, Dallas, Texas. $3.00; $2.25 to

Schools and Libraries ; $.25 for postage.

THE FIRST IMPRESSION one gets in glancing through this

' volume is that which comes from looking at and en-

joying beautiful nature pictures. Mountains, waterfalls,

snow and ice, lakes, pools, trails, rivers, birds and beasts

of many kinds. Exquisite photography which only an

artist can appraise but over which everyone can thrill.

It is an unusual collection of pictures descriptive of life
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in the great out of doors, the limitless opportunities for

recreation in our national parks and the possibilities open
to the landscape artist in planned communities. A second

journey through these pages reveals a valuable literary

contribution. The purpose of parks is set forth, with a

brief history, tracing their ancestry through Egypt, Baby-
lonia and Greece down through modern times to the

origins and development of city and national parks in

this country. The organization of a city park depart-
ment, the planned city and beautification of school grounds
are briefly but well presented. Twenty-five pages of

pictures tell the story of active recreation, a list of the

national monuments and national parks, gives location,

area and a brief description of each park.

In sponsoring this vomme the American Institute of
Park Executives hope "to create in the minds of all',

especially the youth of our land, a love for beauty and
an appreciation of the basic problems of building an en-
vironment that will contribute to a richer and a happier
life for all." The reading of this book is indeed an ex-

perience
in art appreciation which cannot well be put

in words.

Having a Party.

1>y Louise Price Bell. Fleming H. Revell Company,
New York. $1.50.

Successful parties never just happen! They are always
the result of ideas, planning and plenty of hard work
beforehand. Many ideas for parties of all kinds will be
found in this attractively illustrated book. "The test

games are not too cerebral," says the author in her fore-

word, "the action ones not too undignified, and it is

hoped that all will do their part in pepping up the parlies
at which they are played."

The Book of the Camp Fire Girls.

Camp Fire Girls, Inc., 41 Union Square, New York
City. $.50.

This book is a genuinely cooperative undertaking for

hundreds of girls and their leaders have offered sugges-
tions which have been incorporated in this new manual.
The volume has received a warm response not only from
Camp Fire Girls and leaders, but also from parents,
teachers, camp directors, librarians, nature counselors
and other adults interested in the education and happi-
ness of young people. Recreation workers will find it

well worth their while to secure copies of this attractive
book.

Group Leadership.

By Robert D. Leigh. W. W. Norton and Company,
Inc., New York. $2.50.

This handliook is intended for anyone, old or young,
who for the first time is asked to preside at a meeting or
who is assigned the task of working with four or five

others in the joint solution of some problem. It is fur-
ther designed for the much larger number of people who
in the daily work of the world are inevitably thinking,
talking, listening and visiting in groups. There are sug-
gestions for conducting small and large group delibera-

tions, and for special action for special purposes. There
is also a discussion of problems of organization of the
mass meeting, groups who gather for the election of of-
ficers or for the adoption of a constitution and similar
situations. The reader will find here the information he
needs to secure the best results from group thinking.

Let's Give a Play.

By Gertrude S. Buckland. Thomas Y. Crowell Com-
pany, New' York City. $1.50.

Here are nine plays for children little dramas suitable
for each month in the school year. We go in one tc

Valley Forge and spend the evening with Revolutionary

soldiers singing their songs. Or we help Saint Patrick 1
drive the snakes out of Ireland or go with Washington I
to call upon Betsy Ross. 'In each play the approach is \

unusual and the lines simple and direct. Full instructions I
for costumes and scenery are given.

A Review of Two Charitable Trusts.

By Phoebe Hall Valentine. Smith Memorial Play- j

grounds and Playhouses. Stanfield House, 100 Lom-
bard Street. Philadelphia. $1.00 including postage.

In her introduction to this book Mrs. Valentine, who ;

has for many years been working with the Smith Me-
morial Playgrounds and Playhouses, points out that I

public attention has recently been directed toward the
j

charitable trust as a means of executing a philanthropic I

purpose and that some questions have been raised as to |
its effectiveness. In this report of the work of the 1
Smith Memorial Playgrounds and Playhouses and the

Martin School Recreation Center Mrs. Valentine has 3
presented a recreational program made possible through
the trust fund created by an individual, Richard Smith, bj

administered through the Fidelity-Philadelphia Trust v

Company as trustee. The historical background is given,
the development of the program traced, and a general 1

interpretation of the program is offered. Recreation 1
workers will find Mrs. Valentine's presentation and
evaluation of great interest.

The Short Contact in Social Case Work.

By Robert S. Wilson, Ph. D. Published by the Na-
tional Association for Travelers Aid and Transient
Service, 1270 Sixth Avenue, New York. Two Vol-

umes, Price $2.50. Single volume price $1.50.

The National Association for Travelers Aid and Trail-
sient Service has rendered a real service to the field of

social case work by the preparation of these two volumes -

on the short contact one volume on theory and the other
made up of illustrative cases. The short contact is not 1

new. The scientific study of its abuses, limitations and \

infinite possibilities is a distinctively new contribution. |
Mr. Wilson has done an exhaustive piece of work in his j

study of these dangers and possibilities in short contact

relationship. One cannot read the volume of "cases"
without being impressed with the potential values in tin-

brief relationships that a worker may have with relief

cases or transient callers.

How Smart Are You?

By F. E. Menaker. Leisure League of America, I

New York. $.25.

Plays 011 words, problems in logic, puzzles, match
tricks and intelligence tests of all kinds are to be found
in this booklet designed to provide relaxation for those
whose minds are concerned with weighty problems !

Wider Participation in Planning and Developing
Leisure Time Activities.

Chicago Recreation Commission. 160 North La Salle

Street, Chicago.
This pamphlet contains the addresses given at the

second annual City-Wide Recreation Conference held
under the auspices of the Chicago, Illinois, Recreation
Commission, December 3, 1936. Among the speakers
were Arthur E. Morgan, Tennessee Valley Authority;
Agnes Samuelson, National Education Association;
Edward J. Kelly, Mayor of Chicago; Philip L. Seman,
Chicago Recreation Commission

; Arthur J. Todd, North-
western University ; Eugene T. Lies, National Recreation
Association, and V. K. Brown, Chicago Park District.

Nearly 1,500 people attended the conference representing
public and private recreation agencies, church groups,
business groups, women's clubs, parent-teacher associa-

tions, and district recreation committees. \



Congress Afterthoughts

MEMBERS
of the recreation profession were justly proud of their own number at the recent Rec-

reation Congress at Atlantic City. V. K. Brown's emphasis on service as a form of recreation,
of abundant living, thrilled his audience. Ernst Hermann, out of the wealth of his own per-

sonal experience and thought on recreation problems, pointed to the important part which creative
use of one's hands has in building and keeping a life.

Dr. James S. Plant, though not a professional recreation worker, has been closely associated
with the recreation family, speaks our language, understands what recreation workers are trying to
do. At the Congress Dr. Plant ably advanced the philosophy of Joseph Lee, of Jacob Riis, of Jane
Addams, of Robert Woods in pleading against regimentation in all its forms, against making tech-

nique all supreme, against the assumption of all-wisdom on the part of recreation workers. The
philosophy of the play-recreation movement has been Jesus' philosophy of rich abundant living. It

has been the philosophy of Aristotle in recognizing time as the great wealth, and training for the use

of time, of leisure, as the end of education. It has been the philosophy of Froebel and of Emerson
and of Lincoln. There has ever been recognition of the individual, of helping the individual to build

his own life, to be himself. It has not been so much the philosophy of doing things for people, of

making people over according to one's own ideals, one's own pattern, for ends foreign to the indi-

vidual, but rather of helping each person to use all his powers in so far as he does not interfere

with allowing others to be themselves, to realize themselves.

I remember in 1917 or 1918 Myron T. Herrick's reporting a conversation with the late George
F. Baker, Jr., in which Mr. Baker told Mr. Herrick he had thought the recreation movement aimed

to make people goody-goody and this had greatly antagonized him. Mr. Baker was enthusiastic for

a program for giving people an opportunity for happy activity, but he did not like the idea of try-

ing to make people over according to some one else's idea. I rather sensed from what Ambassador

Herrick said that George F. Baker, Jr., did not want others making him over and he did not want to

support any movement for making other people over. In other words he had respect for human per-

sonality his own and others. One felt this understanding in Dr. Plant's address.

Rabbi Silver, like Dr. Plant, has for years belonged in a peculiar sense to the recreation move-

ment. Again this year he dealt with fundamentals. Man's enduring satisfactions through the centur-

ies are to be found in democracy and under self-government and it is important that the recreation

movement be true to its own nature and neither condone nor give aid to the world forces that are

making for centralization of power and using human beings for ends that are not their own.

The recreation movement does have a philosophy of freedom, of cooperation, of individualism,

of democracy, of helping men to help themselves in long-time ways rather than trying by tricks or

techniques of group pressure to assume the wisdom to make men over without their knowledge or

desire.

The philosophy of the recreation movement is the philosophy of long-time growth not of

sudden off-the-top changing of men's lives.

There is a deep unity in the movement which comes from its common traditions and philosophy.

This unity one felt at the recent Congress. One also felt a deep faith in what the people themselves

will ultimately do for themselves through their own local government.
HOWARD BRAUCHER.

JULY 1937
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YOUTH

"Youth is not a time of life it is a state

of mind. It is not a matter of ripe cheeks,

red lips and supple knees. It is a temper

of the will, a quality of the imagination,

a vigor of the emotions; it is a freshness

of the deep springs of life.
11

5. Ulman.
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Tapping the Reserves of P

J-HE PEOPLE of America are living

a horse and buggy spiritual life

on a 1937 emotional speedway.

True, in times of major catastrophe we grow
mental, physical and spiritual wings for a day or

a week, achieve deeds of heroism, rise to heights

of accomplishment for which we did not dream
we had the power. Even the weak heart responds
to the temporary demands of the rescue work of

a great flood. The invalid mother carries a family

through an epidemic of influenza before she her-

self collapses. The young man who was at the

point of suicide gives his entire emotional strength
to the little children left fatherless by a forest

fire. There are known cases of complete physical

recovery after a demand which

in normal times would have

been impossible to meet; then

when the crisis passes, a retro-

gression to a dead level of ex-

istence.

Yesterday, after ten days of

night and day service for home-

less victims of a disaster, Gui-

seppi entered my home with a

light in his eye and a vitality in his step, not to

mention the nobility of his whole aspect, that I

would not have thought possible in one whom I

had known last week as a "rough-neck" who took

his recreation and his refreshment of spirit from

a bottle. What will Guiseppi do tomorrow when
the emergency demand is past? Will any of the

new current remain to enrich his life and make it

yield a measure of satisfaction ? Or will the same

spiritual poverty manifest itself which is evi-

denced by the kind of leisure time activity chosen

even by recreation
>
leaders and experts for their

own personal use ?

\Ye are a lethargic people, loath to tap the great

sources of power which lie deep within the indi-

vidual, dormant but ready for utilization in his

everyday life when discovered and conserved and

rerouted over adequate wiring.

New Strengths Demanded

This is a new age an age of power unguessed

by our fathers. The ninth grade boy knows more

about the great forces of nature today than you
and I know, for all our years of experience. It is

ower

By IVAH DEERING

Mrs. Deering, who lives in Cin-

cinnati, is the author of "The
Creative Home" and other books

and magazine articles. She has

a wide knowledge of the fields

of education and recreation.

a new world which they take in their

stride, naturally, easily, up to a cer-

tain point. But it is like the cable

which is made up of strands covered by an outer

coat of protective material. Its full strength or

weakness can be known only when a test is made.

And this new world constantly demands of the

man or woman new strengths to meet the tests of

an age of power.
There was a time when school and leisure time

leaders could "pass the buck" to the home and the

church to build up the character of the boy and

girl to meet those tests. Then they could forget

about it. But this age of power touches every in-

dividual too closely to admit of shifting responsi-

bility. The church is in the

midst of metamorphosis and

cannot be counted upon to in-

terpret its purpose in terms of

practical development of indi-

vidual power until the new

conception of the motives of

their Leader is more generally

accepted. The integration of

the whole' man can be ap-

proached only by a recognition of the close asso-

ciation of the mental and the emotional, or, we

may say, the spiritual. It may be that the church

is on the way to that recognition, but the time is

not yet.

The home, too, is in a process of changing form.

Its very outline grows dim before our eyes. Fre-

-quently the home is an automobile, a trailer, one

tenement room, perhaps even a city park. It is

ridiculous and juvenile to attempt to hold the

ancient institutions to the same form and outline

as were common a century ago. To do so means
rebellion and revolution too violent to accomplish

progress. If, however, this home of today can be

visualized as not a place, but an atmosphere, an

influence, yet still the source of the greatest power
or weakness inherent in an adult being, we have

accepted a rational point of view which ultimately

may bring about some progress in human de-

velopment.

The emotional trend of the individual is still

molded by the atmospheres of his first few years.

Conflict, insecurity, frustration, bear disastrous

fruit in an unsuccessful life. Recreational activi-

211



212 TAPPING THE RESERVES OF POWER

ties may in themselves be good, but fail to de-

velop strengths because of the attitude of the

group in which the child takes part in the activity.

The growth of emotional power can no longer be

left to chance, for while the home of today may
be negative, the influences and tensions of the

world without are distinctly positive. Character

is something more than conforming to the mores

of the adults of a community. It is a matter of

building up strengths and discovering the latent

powers and possibilities of every girl and boy.

We have scarcely glimpsed the possibility that

lies in the human being. We prefer to accept the

superman as a genius or a prophet rather than the

product of definite laws and circumstances which

can be reproduced in increasing numbers if truly

desired. Perhaps we are fundamentally a lazy

people. The responsibility for creating as a norm
a person who is of the calibre which we now term

superman is too much for the mind to grasp, too

great a task for leaders to undertake with their

present limited use of their own powers.

We have accepted the fact that the age of

machinery and the half-turned bolt is an age of

tensions and strains; that the speed of the world

today forces the human being to find his balance

in his leisure time, but we have spoken in terms

of games and activities only, with little analysis of

and appreciation for the significance or value of

the task of any leader of leisure time activities.

Marking time is a bore, whether it is done on

the parade ground or in the classroom or play-

ground. The great pioneer leaders took the time

to awaken in their people an understanding of

what was the ultimate goal of any journey, and so

they were inured to hardship, long hours and

suffering. So much of the cheapness of attitude,

the spiritual poverty of recreation leaders would
be dissipated if they could be chosen with greater

care, injected with the virus of understanding and

challenged to the exercise of that courage which
Miss Earhart tells us "is the price that life exacts

for granting peace, and release from little things."

Levels of Power

It takes courage and understanding to vision

recreation as the release of energy which will set

men on the trail to high endeavor. James it was
who told us of the many levels of power in terms

of the man who climbs a mountain, gives out at

the first spur, then gets his second wind, a strength

he had forgotten or never knew, and goes on to

the top. I have a vivid childhood recollection of a

great fire when a frail elder sister and I carried

innumerable buckets of water across the field and

up a ladder to a smoldering barn unaccustomed

labor, too difficult for a child, but leaving no dire

results. I have seen a hobo, ragged and unkempt,
dive into a stream and rescue a little child, then

lounge on down the tracks with downcast eyes.

There are many recognized methods of discov-

ering and using these levels of emotional force.

Some are scientific, some chance only : The Holy
Roller meeting where the sot became "sanctified"

and in the grip of a spiritual ecstasy, was for a

week a model of sobriety; the withdrawal of

Gandhi into the wilderness or into the meditation

from which he emerges with a new poise and

command of his people ; Christ entering his Geth-

semane, the yogi, his silence. Hypnosis is in-

creasingly used to tap hidden resources and adjust
the disintegrated individual.

Various religious sects base their astounding
but none the less real results on the same prin-

ciple whether it is called "getting in tune with

the infinite," or accepting Christ, or "casting out

error." The modern psychiatrist uses the same

principle and in a new science has gone far to ex-

plain and rationalize and make available for use

this latent power over routes heretofore called

spiritualistic or psychic.

This delving into the darkness of the human
mind by the psychiatrist with inadequate knowl-

edge is somewhat dangerous. There is today a

great fear of psycho-analysis, lest the power dis-

covered be too great for the frail emotional wires

builded for a weaker current to withstand. Event-

ually the scientific technique will be perfected,

however, and made available to the common man.
At present it can, at its best, reach only a small

few.

It remains then for the leaders of growth,
through school or leisure time activities, to dis-

cover some less complete but scientific approaches
to the problem which will go a little way on the

road to the development of supermen and women
as a norm of existence. Two great experiments
are being tried here and there, with inadequate

understanding of the implications and none too

intelligent leadership. These two alone will we
mention in this article : the use of the free discus-

sion method of education for adults .and creative

expression for child and adult.
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Education for Adults

We are still impregnated with the virus of facts,

id with those adults who in their free time come

evening classes eager for learning and some

slution of their boredom there has been a con-

tinuation of the "pouring in" process. The rea-

sons are obvious. The leaders available are the

teachers already in our public schools and trained

for a classroom procedure. Then, may I repeat,

mentally we are a lazy people. It is far easier to

teach history by a textbook and examination

method than to face the sometimes confusing facts

and questions that will inevitably come out of the

living experience of grown men and women
where freedom of discussion is given. Leaders

are still afraid to say "I don't know" and to seek

together for the truth. Are they afraid to lose the

domination upon which they have heretofore

relied ?

Still another deterrent to a more complete use

of discussion is the time element. Growth is slow

and none too regular. The awareness of the timid

little man who sits in a group for a year before he

evolves an idea and gains the courage to express

it, is vital to his development and may add to the

sum total of human knowledge, but in the wait for

this one moment there is weariness and labor.

On the other hand, the results are well worth

the weariness and the labor : for while in the

academic method of adult education the learning

process tends to stop at the door of the classroom

if, in truth, it ever entered that man or woman
who takes part wholeheartedly in group discus-

sion is stimulated to continue his research, for his

questions are never wholly answered for him. He
is left by the true leader of discussion with a

challenge to find out for himself the answer which

he seeks. To point the road to learning, unafraid

that the goal attained may be one foreign to the

experience of the leader; to trust fully the in-

tegrity of mind, the possibility for growth in the

human being, this it is which must be the chief

ability of the leader of the future, particularly in

the field of adult education. When the American

or the European or the Oriental mind is truly free

to seek far and find all the facts about a moot

question, I am not fearful of the results. The only

real danger lies in an attempt to predigest and pre-

determine the bits of knowledge that the adult is

to be given.

In minor degree this is also true of the educa-

tion, through school or play, of the child. We are

still seeing bogey-men, still afraid to trust the free

Courtesy Childhood Education
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mind to adjust itself to

changing situations ; still

routing heavy emotional

voltage over wires small and

inadequate; still refusing to

release the true power in

any but the exceptional
child. These fears are ju-

venile and unworthy of true

leaders of growth.

Creative Expression

The second method which

is open to recreation leaders

in particular, as it is to parents, is the under-

standing use of creative expression. The word

understanding has been used with intent, for we

have reached a point in school and playground

and home, where the term "creative" has become

jargon. To copy the work of another is not to

create. Yet there are today, meeting here and

there over the land, hundreds of children in class-

rooms, sitting hunched over a table, all with the

same size papers, the same pencils, the same order

for production, the same model and the same

standard, offered by a superior being called a

teacher or playground director, without choice by
the child.

I have visited classes called "creative hours" to

which the little child went reluctantly, and from

which he emerged unrefreshed, tired, full of

hatred for creative expression. It may be you
have entered a poetry class, where the' teacher,

with a program prescribed by a curriculum com-

mittee for mass production, tells the class to write

a poem about a flower in fifteen minutes. The re-

sult is twenty-five jingles with no possible re-

semblance to poetry, but with second and fourth

lines rhyming beautifully an exercise, if you

please, in agility, but not in creative expression.

Yet it is not the exceptional child alone who writes

lovely verse, but the ordinary girl and boy of five,

or eleven, or fourteen, who has been familiar

from his birth with beauty, has not been frighten-

ed, who has heard his Stevenson and his Field,

and who has time enough to himself to think nat-

urally in rhythm (but not always in rhyme). Few
true artists ever paint or write or compose to

order, but out of their experience, with exposure
to the best in their line, and some training; even

more important, with much encouragement to im-

prove and to measure up to their own standards.

This procedure, like the discusion method for

"Creative expression is a sound line of ex-

ploration into the hidden powers of human

beings. He who creates any bit of beauty
out of himself becomes for the time a god.
Can you forget the face of the urchin who

gathers a handful of clay on the mountain

side and fashions therefrom a horse or a

figure of Pan? Have you never felt the

surge of new strength when out of struggle

and suffering you have jotted down a com-

bination of words which is your own and fill-

ed with life's rhythm? Perhaps it is better in

many cases that no one shall ever see it. The

effort to meet the standard of some one else

too frequently kills the spirit of the venture."

adults, is the difficult way
and takes much time and:

effort. There must be a new

alignment of emphasis, with

production in quantity less

important, with exposure to

the good continuous and

consistent, with 1 e a d e r si

trained to be true teachers,

who know the technique of

leading out, rather than

copying or pouring in. The

degree today signifies fa-'

miliarity with book facts,

but not necessarily with living experience. As the

requirements for a degree increasingly include

familiarity with the laws of growth, then there

will be new meaning to the term "trained leader-

ship," and we may with safety demand degrees

from those who deal with children. At present,

however, the success or failure of a director of

recreation or a teacher in the development of emo-

tional power in individual children, is a matter of

understanding and of personality, rather than de-

grees, and we shall be wise if we place the major

emphasis on the content of the training.

What of the Recreation Leader?

A new play instructor comes in my neighbor-
hood. The first thing he requires is equipment.
Yet the true play leader requires little tangible

equipment. His equipment should lie more fully

within himself. Is he truly interested in his job?

Sl,s he alert, with .-sufficient intelligence to read and

.understand a' few experts in creative play? Has
he the power of analysis which will enable him

to read the meanings of experience? Has he a

deep humility and an understanding of the possi-

bilities of actual knowledge (from where, Heaven

knows) which the youngest child possesses?
Plato told us that the only true philosopher was a

little child. Yet adults go about proving their su-

periority, forgetting to learn from the child as

they run.

To create anything is to grow, to adventure, to

feel success and power and a measure of security

almost the whole need of human beings. To
lead a child or an adult to create beauty is to

share in that great power which moves the world.

The playground leader has a great opportunity to

discover the reserves which will guide people

through economic depressions. To develop the

(Continued on page 258)
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Recreation Congress was all

and more than it promised to be !

From the first moment one set foot in the lobby
of the popular Ambassador Hotel in Atlantic City

up to the final farewell at the end of the much-
too-short conference, public recreation, its contri-

butions and problems, led the way. The Congress
itself was ample evidence that its planners chose a

perfect theme in "The Importance of Recreation

in Modern Life."

"The World's Greatest Playground," as Atlan-

tic City is so frequently labeled, with its eight

miles of boardwalk and the blue Atlantic at its

feet is attraction enough for anyone, whether he

be interested in recreation or not. No wonder

then that hundreds of men and women, connected

with or interested in the recreation movement,
from every corner of the United States and

Canada made their way toward this famous resort.

That the Congress was as practical as it was in-

spirational was noticeable through the common
denominator in recreation problems from recrea-

tion executives all over the nation. And although

hundreds of these "stickers" were similar in na-

ture, the answers were by no means universal a

situation which to the observer appears to reflect

a healthy condition of the recreation movement

and a worthy instrument in the Congress in broad-

casting it.

The meeting had its list of celebrities, all of

whom earned their way on the program not only

because of their outstanding personalities, but be-

cause they had a sympathetic understanding and

appreciation of the objectives of public recrea-

tion, and because they are leaders in this business

of life. Dr. John Finley, in

his role of general meeting

chairman, added that cer-

tain warmth that so many
of us would travel thou-

sands of miles to feel. Gov.

Harold G. Hoffman was

present to envelop the dele-

gates with the hospitality

that his State is called on so

often to give. Dr. James S.

Plant, Aubrey Williams, Dr.

Edwin C. Broome and those

two well-known professional

We wanted our readers to have a bird's-

eye view of tho National Recreation Con-

gress at Atlantic City, so we asked Mr.

Brightbill, Superintendent of Public Recrea-

tion in Decatur, Illinois, to send us soma of

his impressions of the Congress. Mr. Bright-

bill, in his account, says that a volume might
be written on the proceedings of the Con-

gress. A volume has been written and is

now ready for distribution. In it you will

find the addresses o? the general meetings

and the summaries of the group discussion

sessions. Order your copy of the Congress

Proceedings, it may be secured for $1.00.

executives, V. K. Brown of Chi-

cago and Ernst Hermann of Bos-

ton University, were among the

persons delivering keynote messages. Rabbi Abba

Hillel Silver returned to his third recreation con-

gress to deliver a most interesting address on

"Life in a World of Confusion." Among others,

Mrs. Mina M. Edison-Hughes told the delegates

why she believed in the National Recreation As-

sociation. It was a splendid contribution, touch-

ing upon that which so many of us know but

seldom think about that the National Recreation

Association stands alone in the incomparable con-

tributions it makes to the recreation movement.

As in former years, the work of the Congress

for the most part was conducted in discussion

groups, each with a qualified presiding officer, sev-

eral discussion leaders and a summarizer. "Recre-

ation Requirements for Modern Youth," "Recre-

ation in American P'amily Life," "Present Prob-

lems in Rural Recreation," "Camping in the Rec-

reation Program," "Program Planning," "What

Legislative Action Is Necessary for Adequate

Recreation Service Today?" "General Tax Prob-

lems." "Federal Grants," "Personnel Problems,"

"Emergency Recreation Programs," and a num-

ber of others were among the twenty-six topics

scheduled for d-'scussion. (The writer says "sched-

uled for discussion" because there were probably

twenty-six hundred informal discussions in little

groups that gathered outside of the regular meet-

ings.) The National Recreation Congress could

be justified alone on its affording a time and place

where one meets old friends, sees new faces and

finds attentive ears.

Perhaps one of the most outstanding sessions

from the standpoint of

growth of interest on the

part of the layman or un-

paid worker was that of

"Problems of Board Mem-

bers," conducted, organized

and operated by board mem-
bers from various sections

of the country people who

left their daily positions,

journeying hundreds of

miles to discuss the prob-

lems of recreation. This

meeting was "the top." The

215
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OPPORTUNITIES
/N THE RIGHT
USE OF-
LEISURE

old "bugaboo" of board members remaining too

long at one post and the part politics should and

should not play in the work, came in for a bom-

bardment of discussion. And new social trends as

they affected public recreation were as evident

here as they were elsewhere.

It would be just a bit misleading to leave the

reader with an impression that the Congress was

all "business," for recreation executives lean to-

ward recreation for themselves occasionally. Thus,

twenty or thirty minutes before the convening of

the general assembly each day, Mr. Augustus

Zanzig, the National Staff music specialist, waved

his hands, struck

a chord, and the

entire Congress

keyed itself for

the evening to

the tune of "Ciri-

biribin" and
"
S h o r t n i n

'

Bread." Then,

too, Tuesday eve-

ning, after the

evening pro-

gram, an hour of

social recreation

activities was
held in the ho-

tel's beautiful

Renaissance
Room. Also on

the Congress's
social schedule

was the dance
held the following evening (and there were no wall-

flowers!). Not satisfied with a few hours of "trip-

ping the light fantastic," twenty or thirty remained

after the orchestra disbanded and gathered about

the piano to revive vocally "Down By the Old

Mill Stream," "On the Road to Mandalay," and

a number of the other well known airs.

If you were one of those who arose with the

morning sun, you rode a bicycle on the board-

walk, a pony on the beach, or perhaps, you dipped
in the Ambassador's salt wafer pool. These many
recreational opportunities made it easy to believe

that the place was "the world's playground."
More attractive than ever were the Congress's

exhibits. The National office presented a beauti-

ful and practical display of records, reports and
forms from local communities, access to which
was difficult most the time because of the many

persons eager to absorb its contents. The govern-
mental agencies, manufacturers and miscellaneous

exhibitors displayed their wares in keeping with

the theme and good taste of the Congress. The

writer, as usual, returned from these booths with

stacks of literature and new ideas to keep him

busy six months.

One could write a dictionary-size volume on the

proceedings of this year's meeting, and two on the

value of it, but must be content to say that with

the government's part in the recreation picture,

with the constant economic and social future of

the nation presenting new and different problems

WHOLESOME-
LI VI N C /

GYMNASIUM CLASSE
1-.-1 i ~i

CAME . ROOM
SUMMER

5Evicc - SPECIAL rouft<vA/viE>v-rs- HANDBALL
SHowER BATHS BOXING

Much of the discussion at the Recreation

Congress was directed toward finding the

best means of providing recreational op-

portunity for boys and girls, and of open-
ing for them the door to happier living.

in the life of this fast-growing infant, public rec-

reation, and with a million and one new challenges

and questions of jurisdiction facing the nation to-

day, one knows at a glance that recreation has an

important place in our modern life and the Na-

tional Recreation Congress this year was perme-
ated with the very essence of it.

NOTE: The illustration which appears on this page is

used through the courtesy of the Recreation Commission
of Two Rivers, Wisconsin.
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and a hundred and one other

matters of mutual interest!

Atlantic City, an all day meet-

ing of superintendents of rec-

reation was held for the dis-

cussion of subjects which the

executives had themselves selected. This year the

plan was followed of having one chairman for all

the sessions throughout the day. V. K. Brown,
Chief, Recreation Division of the Chicago Park

District, presided at all the meetings.

What Should Be the Scope of a Recreation

Department? What Should Come
Under Its Jurisdiction?

WALTER SCOTT, Coordinating Director for
School and Municipal Recreation, Long Beach,

California : When we talk about the scope of the

recreation department, I think we are bound down
to a certain extent by tradition and by practice,

sometimes by prejudices and sometimes by sys-

tems of cost accounting which embarrass us when
we take on too much of a program. Perhaps the

best way to discuss this is to analyze critically

each of these various activities that we have in

our minds from four viewpoints :

First, is it primarily a Recreation Department
function ?

Second, by what agency can this particular

thing that we have in mind be best administered,

by a park commission, park board, board of edu-

cation, recreation commission or whatnot?

Third, would duplication of effort be curtailed

if this new activity were taken over by the recre-

ation department?

Fourth, if this activity were added to your de-

partment, what would this do to your per capita

cost and to your unit of recreation cost? When

you have to talk to city man-

agers and commissions and

councils about the money, it be-

comes a little different story.

I want to give you just this

thought with reference to what

it does to costs and then attack

ferent angle. I know that in a

certain Western city of roughly

This year, as in past years, the

plan was followed at the meeting
of superintendents of recreation,

of having each subject presented

by a recreation executive. This

presentation was then followed by
as much general discussion as time

would permit. We have attempted
in this report to give the salient

points brought up by the group.

That will mean a per capita

cost of approximately 81 cents.

City managers, councilmen,

commissioners, boards of edu-

cation, have the habit very frequently of asking,

"What are your per capita costs?" It is very nice

to say 8 1 cents, but it would be very embarrassing
to say $2.50, especially if your neighboring city

of comparable size has a per capita cost of 60 cents.

Let us see what happens when we take over a

lot of these services. In this case, as we have said,

the recreation budget for next year will be

$126,000. The park budget for maintenance will

be $95,000, the lifeguard service $50,000, the mu-

nicipal paid band $60,000 and the golf expendi-

tures in the neighborhood of $50,000, or a total

of $381,000, all for recreation in that city of

155,000.

Now, you see, if you went before your Board,

you would be embarrassed by saying the per

capita cost for recreation in this city of 155,000

is $2.45. Let us say golf is a form of recreation

which tends to balance because the income and ex-

penditures are nearly equal. Let us take golf out

of that picture and reduce it, and the cost will

still be over $2 per capita, in other words, ex-

actly $2.13.

But here is the point: In that city today, they

are able to say to the Council and these govern-

ment agencies that the per capita cost for recrea-

tion in this city is only 81 cents, because they do

not have to pay for the maintenance of parks, the

service of the lifeguards, the professional band or

the golf course. Let us analyze these activities

quickly from the viewpoint of whether or not we

should take them over.

Golf : Should recreation de-

partments be responsible for

golf? Well, first of all, let us

submit it to our four tests. It

is primarily a recreation. Sec-

ond, it perhaps could be best

administered by a municipal

the problem from a slightly dif- .^.'.'u^':* "W U^o .tfomnted recreation department, in some

cases by park boards. Third,

some duplication of effort no

217
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doubt would be eliminated in many communities

if it were taken over by the recreation depart-

ment. Fourth, what does it do to your cost? In

the average Western community today, I think

that the cost tends to balance. In one city I know

of, of about 160,000, the income is $50,000 a year
and the outgo is $49,000 a year. Therefore, I

would say golf probably could very nicely come

within the scope of a municipal recreation de-

partment.

Now, about the general maintenance of the

parks. First of all, submit it to the four tests. Is

the maintenance of parks primarily a recreation

function? I would say it is not. Second, how
could the maintenance of parks be best adminis-

tered ? Probably by a park commission or a park
board. Third, would any friction or duplication

of effort be avoided if it were taken over by the

municipal department? I would say yes, in many
cases. Fourth, how would it affect your cost in

recreation, your unit cost and your per capita

cost ? In our community it would practically double

them. Where we have about 75 cents per capita

today, it would be about $1.50 if we took over

the maintenance of parks. Therefore, I personally

am satisfied to leave the maintenance of parks
where it is, with the Park Board.

Xext, the question of piers comes up. Should a

recreation department take over piers? Piers

usually are not primarily recreational facilities. In

some places where they have fishing piers, I find

instances in which they have recreational facilities

and commercial attractions. Would friction be

avoided if we took them over? I think we would

get a lot of friction in many cases by taking them

over. What does it do to our cost ? It is almost a

dead loss because if any of you know how rapidly

deterioration sets in and you also know what that

will do to your per capita cost. Therefore I say

piers should be left out and taken care of perhaps

by the public service department of the city or by
other bodies.

The next item is, public dances. We do not

conduct the public dance. We are supported by an

automatic tax levy and there are a good many
commercial dance hall interests which pay taxes

to help support us. The time is not yet ready to

take over that service. We feel that we could do
a better job than most commercial interests are

doing in many cases, and the young people per-

haps would like it better, but we have to keep
hands off for the time being. Where we can con-

duct these community dances without creating

friction in the community we should perhaps do so.

How about trailer camps? In some communi-

ties where they cater to tourists they are main-

taining them. In most communities they are say-

ing that it is a private business and we should

keep hands off.

How about zoos ? They are in the class of mu-

seums and they are too expensive for us to take

over because it would double, if not triple, our

recreational costs.

Lifeguards, bands (municipal and private),

bath houses and cabanas, restaurant concessions,

classes in tap dancing, social dancing, folk dancing ;

What should be the scope of this thing we call

municipal recreation? It is a deep subject, but I

say that when in doubt take over only those things

that meet the four tests : is it primarily a recrea-

tion function ; second, does it do funny things to

your recreation costs and thereby defeat your
whole program; third, are you including a great

many things on which you cannot do a first-class

job. In other words, let us keep quality as a ma-

jor consideration and let us work in harmony with

other boards and commissions as long as we have

to do so, and up to the point where it becomes

reasonable and feasible for us to take over these

different types of activity.

Following Mr. Scott's paper there was some

discussion of the subject as to whether recreation

departments are justified in setting up types of

activities which are not generally regarded as rec-

reational. It was the feeling of the meeting that

any interpretation of recreation must cover the

use of leisure time for intellectual satisfaction as

well as for motive or creative satisfactions. The

interpretation of recreation in relation to intel-

lectual satisfaction is a matter which will evolve

over1 the years.

What Is the Trend in the Administration of

Public Recreation?

W. DUNCAN RUSSELL, General Director, Com-

munity Service of Boston : The conservative

point of view, of course, is that it does not make

very much difference. As long as the best inter-

ests of the people of a given community are be-

ing served, one type of administration is as good
as another. On the other hand, I think if the ex-

ecutives found that any particular type of agency
was not doing the job to meet the best interests

of the people of a given community, then it would
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be important to make some decision as to the type

t

agency to be doing the job.

'. have divided the subject into two divisions :

e, trends in fact, and two, trends in thinking.

e facts show a trend towards administration of

recreation by school boards and a slight decline

on the part of all other types of agencies. I will

give you the facts.

In 1930, there were 233 cities that showed rec-

reation administered by recreation boards or com-

missions. In 1936, there was a decrease to 225.

In 1930, 234 cities showed administration of rec-

reation by park authorities as compared with 208

cities in 1936. In 1930, there were 29 cities re-

porting administration by park and recreation

boards and in 1936, 28. In 1930, there were 141

cities which reported administration of recreation

I by school boards and in 1936, 197 cities or an in-

crease of 58. Now, these facts especially as they
relate to park boards are not entirely convincing

[because
in 1936 park authorities were called upon

to make another report for the municipal park

study.

There are other figures which show the increase

or decrease in the number of cities reporting one

lor more full-time workers employed by different

types of agencies. In general, all types of agencies

report an increase between 1930 and 1936 in the

number of cities that have one or more full-time

recreation workers employed by these different

types of authorities, except the recreation boards,

which were fewer by one in 1936.

When it comes to the question of trends in

thinking on this matter of administration of public

creation, I am in a fairly good position to know
how our educators and superintendents of schools

are thinking about the school in the administra-

tion of recreation, because about a month and a

half ago I sat in with the Educational Policies

Commission in Washington and heard discussed

the relationship between education and recreation.

I came there fully prepared to say, naively, that

since the schools were still engaged in training

processes for the most part, perhaps from the

standpoint of administration of recreation, they

ought to stick to that part of recreation which

deals with training, training for leisure. We give

them the after-school play and the recess play; we

might give them the children during the summer

time, but the training process is involved. How-
ever, I was very quickly told in Washington by
the educators that education was rapidly getting

away from the training process and that it would

only be a short time before you could not dis-

tinguish between the educational approach and
recreational approach. One speaker went so far

as to say that education ought to control just
about everything in our municipal government ex-

cept public works, possibly, and police and fire,

but certainly the libraries and recreation and any-
thing that touched on education from childhood
to old age.

So we have a definite trend in thinking on the

part of educators which gives recreation to the

school systems, not because they are particularly
well prepared for it now but on the ground that

they are rapidly getting away from education as

a training process and they are approaching their

duty idealistically. Education is living and we
ought to put recreation there because ultimately it

belongs there and ultimately it will get there.

The trend away from school control is sup-

ported by the fact that education will be stamped
with the training process during our lifetimes and

possibly during the next fifty years. As such, it

is psychologically opposed to the recreational ap-

proach which is stamped with the good time or

the play atmosphere. Education is geared to a

system of measured results and even our most

progressive schools are a little wary of going too

far with this idea of freedom for fear some of

their students will not pass the college board

examinations.

What is the trend towards control by public

welfare boards, as advocated by many experts in

municipal government? Now, from our experi-

ence with public welfare boards, the role that they

usually play is that of overseers of the poor, hand-

ing out of direct relief, so I can hardly see why
we should consider that recreation should be at-

tached to a public welfare board, if it functions

in that way.

However, if we consider public welfare from

the standpoint of the general community good,

the interpretation that possibly the Constitution of

the United States would put on it in speaking of

public welfare and they are talking in Washing-
ton of setting up a definite department, possibly

a cabinet position, on public welfare perhaps we
recreation executives would be wise if we looked

with more favor on administration of recreation

by public welfare boards. Undoubtedly if such a

department were started, there would be a divi-

sion on recreation. We would have an opportunity

to secure a more dignified position for recreation,
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gaining more recognition and appreciation for the

field as a separate entity in itself.

Another trend in thinking is the trend towards

park control, especially where a park department

is a park and recreation board, giving equal em-

phasis to recreation as to the horticultural aspect

of the park program. This trend of thinking is

found particularly in small towns where it has

worked well. However, in large cities we have

had some pretty bad experiences. In some in-

stances, during the depression, when park execu-

tives were put right "on the spot" they had to de-

cide whether they considered horticulture or

human use their primary function. In a good

many instances, when cuts in the budget were

considered, the cuts were made in the human use

side and recreation has suffered. They thereby

admitted that human use, or the recreation side of

their responsibility, was secondary.

You are familiar with the trend in thinking to-

wards control by the so-called recreation commis-

sion. I am more familiar with that because we

are thinking somewhat in that way in New Eng-

land. Where a city has four or five different de-

partments, all either controlling recreational fa-

cilities or administering programs in recreation,

none of which feels that recreation is its primary

responsibility, and you get no coordination and no

concerted effort on the part of these different de-

partments, then it seems to me that the only sal-

vation of cities of that kind is the recreation

commission.

Now, I have not gone into any detail on the

relative merits of administration by different types

of agencies because you know those arguments as

well as I do and I believe that the National Recre-

ation Association has printed a bulletin, a very

comprehensive bulletin, which covers all those

arguments. But I should say in summary that in

both trends in fact and trends in thinking, we find

the school boards gradually taking an increasingly

important part in the control of recreation.

In the discussion which followed Miss Sibyl

Baker, Supervisor of Playgrounds, Washington,
D. C, made the suggestion that it might be desir-

able to have information regarding the size of the

communities reporting forms of administration.

"Isn't it reasonable," she asked, "that in a small

city the school board might be able to operate the

recreation system, whereas in a large city it could

not handle the entire recreation program? Do
these statistics perhaps mean that an increasing

number of the smaller cities are developing recre-l

ation through their school boards?"

George D. Butler, Department of Research oi

the National Recreation Association, pointed out

that the seeming increase in school administration

reflects the opening up of a number of school cen-

ters or of school grounds in the summer time
al-j.

though the bulk of the funds for such service!

came from outside the community. Much more
|

important, he felt, from the standpoint of admin-

istration trends than the number of communities

reporting in the Year Book is the number of agen-

cies which consider recreation important enough

to justify the employment of at least one person

on a full time basis. These figures show a very

small change in this respect over a period of six

years. There is very little to indicate that as far

as the basic administration of recreation goes

there has been any considerable shifting over from

one form to another during the past six or more

years.

How Do the Recreational Activities Offered the

Teen Age Boy and Girl Meet the Needs

of Present Day Youths?

RUTH SWEZEY, Executive Director, Playground
and Recreation Association of Wyoming Valley,

Wilkcs-Barre, Pennsylvania: The school is one

of the agencies that takes care of the teen age.

The extra-curricular topics and subjects take^
care of at least a great number of them. But we

find in the Recreation Department in Wilkes-

Barre we have more trouble with the teen age in

high school, and more youngsters coming before

the Saturday morning court who are in school

than with those who have gotten past that stage.

The church probably has somewhat the same

experience. Last week I attended a church con-

ference which reached probably one hundred and

fifty different churches. Those young people ad-

mitted very freely that their great trouble was

lack of leadership, and that they could operate a

great deal better program with their young peo-

ple if they could have trained leaders. Their other

major problem was that their boys and young
men were dropping out of their activities.

The character-building agencies probably do one

of the best jobs with the teen age, but the great

difficulty is that most of them are membership

agencies and most of them are sectarian. For

some reason or other there is a great number of

young people that are not reached through the

character-building division, so it throws the re-

\



THE RECREATION EXECUTIVES CONFER 221

sponsibility back again on the municipal depart-

ment.

This spring, in asking questions to find out just

fhat we could do with youth, the thing that im-

jressed me was that they seemed to have no feel-

ing of certainty about themselves. Most of them

answered their questions, "I don't know." They
had no very definite training and interest along

the line of recreation. There were some three

hundred young people in that group and they were

mostly the lower type of trained youngster. I

think we are not giving an adequate recreational

program to the teen age of that stratum of

people.

Most of you have doubtless read the report that

the National Recreation Association made in 1934

of the ways in which individuals spend their lei-

sure time. The Association tried to find out what

young people were doing in their leisure time and

they found out through this survey that three-

fourths of them were doing passive things in their

leisure time, such as reading the paper, listening to

the radio and going to the movies. We made an-

other survey of what, young people would do if

they could do what they wanted to do, and we
found that swimming headed the list with tennis

next, and other outdoor activities. The whole

trend showed that young people, if they could do

what they wanted to do, would do the active thing

and the gregarious thing that at present the ma-

jority of them were not doing. I think there

should be more camping out, more hiking and

more swimming and more tennis for this age

group. The development of the county park sys-

tem is doing perhaps as much as any one thing to-

ward giving the general group of young people an

opportunity for these activities free. Of course,

the municipal park is free, too, but they need to

get out more than they do into the open and into

natural surroundings, and until we can furnish

that type of opportunity for all young people it

does not seem to me that we have really accom-

plished what we are trying to do.

Following Miss Swezey's talk, V. K. Brown
cited Dr. Arthur E. Morgan of the TVA as say-

ing that in his opinion the recreation movement is

meaning for youth the addition of the cultural

heritage which will counteract the poverty of

youth's resources and of impulses to activity.

Josephine D. Randall, Superintendent of Recre-

ation, San Francisco, told of the reply of a gang
of boys who had proved troublesome to the ques-

tion, "If you had a playground in this neighbor-
hood what would you like to have?" "First a

swimming pool," the boys said, "and then a place
where we can make things."

Cecil Martin, Superintendent of Recreation,

Pasadena, California, described how his city had

attacked the problem through cooperative effort.

All of the vice-principals in the schools in charge
of extra-curricular activities, all of the executives

of the character building agencies, the coordinat-

ing directors of physical education and recreation

for the city, a representative of the Police Depart-
ment and the deputy superintendent in charge of

curricula in the schools worked together until fa-

cilities, which in Mr. Martin's opinion are about

95 per cent adequate, were provided. The city

sends out a "floating supervisor" to meet the

gangs where they are and bring them into the

program.
The chairman, summing up the discussion, said

he believes the necessary enrichment program for

youth is just beginning and undoubtedly as our

concept grows there will be additional supplemen-
tation in the form of workshops for arts and

crafts and of athletic fields, play areas and camps.

Wage Scales for Employees of Recreation

Departments

R. W. CAM MACK, Superintendent of Recrea-

tion, Mount Vernon, New York : Last summer,

the Mayor appointed a special committee to study

salaries and salary adjustments of various mu-

nicipal departments. We were asked to make a

study and submit a report on the salaries paid to

our various employees. We did this and presented

a thirteen-page report in which we listed the posi-

tions, the incumbents, the years employed, the pay
in 1936, the pay listed in 1929, the salaries recom-

mended for 1937, the yearly increase and the

range of salaries that was recommended by the

commission. Then we gave a whole page to a

complete detail of the training experience and

duties and assignments of each of our full-time

workers. I will admit that I was surprised to find

how much work and how many duties during the

course of the year we were putting on the should-

ers of our athletic supervisors, our women's su-

pervisors, boys' director and all of our full-time

workers. It opened the eyes of the committee

studying the salary adjustment situation in the

city and I believe it will prove to be helpful.

You may be interested in the part-time salaries

of the workers. Our summer playground direct-
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ors, for instance, begin with $18 a week for 365/2

hours a week. They range from $18 up to $25 a

week, which makes their rate of pay vary from

50 cents an hour up to 68 cents an hour. Our fall

playground directors are paid from 50 to 60 cents

an hour. Our evening center directors are paid

$2 per evening. In some places where they are

required to have technical training, they are paid

$2.50 an evening. That is at the rate of 80 to 83
cents an hour. Our referees in the industrial and

senior basketball leagues get ^3 for two games in

an evening. Referees in the junior league get $2
for refereeing two games in an evening. The

scorers in all leagues get $1.50 for an evening's

work. The supervisors in charge of the crowds

receive $2 per evening; locker room attendants,

$1.50 per evening.

As for our baseball officials, the umpires in the

senior league get $2 per game; in the industrial

league, $1.50; in the soft ball league, $1.50; for

junior and midget games, $1.00 per game. Scorers

get $1.50 for two games. The scorers' supervisor
in the senior league gets $1.00 for one game. The
laborers that are at the athletic fields are given
about 50 cents an hour.

Another question you may wish to discuss is

the comparison of our rate of pay for our civil

service workers with the rate of pay paid by the

relief workers. It is a problem that we all have to

consider, to see that our own civil service workers

who are trained and who have passed examina-

tions are not paid too much less than the untrain-

ed relief workers who come to us to do the same

sort of work.

There is another question that was discussed at

considerable length among the Westchester County
executives, and that was the scale of pay paid to

those who are athletic directors or playground

directors, in comparison to the pay allowed voca-

tional workers, those who are trained to teach

arts and crafts and drama and other specialized

departments of our work. The latter were getting
a higher rate of pay than the former and we did

not see how a good coach should not be paid as

much as a good art teacher.

We feel that it is worthwhile to submit and
make public a detailed report of training experi-
ence and duties of all playground and recreation

employees. It would be advisable to make a care-

ful adjustment between WPA salaries and civil

service salaries. Until the salaries are adequate,
the best will not be attracted to the recreation

profession.

In the discussion of this subject it was pointed

out that directors in charge of the social centers

conducted by the New York Board of Education

are paid $4.50 in the less difficult problem centers

and as much as $6.00 in the centers where

greater executive abilities are called for. Teachers

are paid $3.75 a night and they work from two to

four nights a week.

The discrepancy between the salaries paid play-

ground directors and laborers was discussed. On
the playgrounds maintained by the Park Depart-
ment of New York City the salary schedule re-

cently announced would give an average of about

$3.85 a day to year-round civil service play di-

rectors. A part-time director or temporary di-

rector would receive $4.50 a day, while a play-

ground maintenance worker or laborer would re-

ceive $5.50 a day. It is becoming increasingly

urgent that a scale of salaries be arrived at which

will attract and hold good workers.

Pittsburgh, it was reported, has taken steps to

solve the problem. Recently when the rate of pay
was raised in the mills of Pittsburgh, the question
arose among city officials as to whether it would
be possible to secure the number of laborers nec-j

essary for work in the various departments. To
meet the situation the pay of laborers was raised

in the park department, the recreation department
and other departments of public works to the

level of that which the workers were receiving
in the mills. At the same time the workers in the

Bureau of Recreation whose salaries had been cut

during the years of depression and those receiving
less than $1,650 a year were raised 10 per cent;
those paid over this amount received a 6^ per
cent increase.

Are Local City Governments Increasing Funds for

Recreation? How Have Increases Been

Brought About?

C. E. BREWER, Commissioner of Recreation,

Detroit, Michigan: The records show that in

1 92I > 323 municipal departments and 193 private

organizations financed recreation programs. In

!935> 809 municipal departments and 182 private

agencies were supporting recreation. The number
of cities that were supporting year-round recrea-

tion programs through public funds in 1930 was

239. Sixty-five communities supported recreation

through private agencies. But in 1935 we find that

the number of cities had increased to 252, while
the private agencies decreased to 58. Hence, the

figures evidently indicate that even during the de-.
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pression years the number of cities financing a

recreation program has increased while those of

jrivate agencies has decreased.

In Detroit, in the last three years, we have

doubled our appropriation for recreation pur-

poses. We were decreased, during the depression,

from $850,000 to $265,000 over night. But we
have gone back up. This year we will have an

ippropriation of $568,000. The induction salary

>f our recreation instructors has been raised from

>i,56o to $1,860 a year, which is higher than the

induction salary of the public schools, going up to

senior instructors at $2,340, community house

supervisors $2,280 to $2,640, the assistant direct-

ors of recreation $2,640 to $3,000; the director of

recreation $3,200 to $3,740. The supervisor of

competitive athletics receives $3,000 to $3,540 per

year. Steps of $120 are granted each year from
the minimum to the maximum for salaries under

$3,000 and $180 per year for salaries over $3,000.

We work only five days a week and the Coun-
cil gave us a raise in salary, so, we are getting
more money than we did before the depression
and doing, less work. However, the Council con-

dueled that it had done as much as it could and
did not give a i6 l/2 per cent increase in workers

to take up this one day off a week, so it makes it

quite a problem to run the department on seven

days a week with a five-day week staff.

In securing public funds for support I think a

good many of us make the mistake of selling it on

one feature, a special part of the program. We
should sell the program on the general, all-round

basis that we are doing an all-round full pro-

gram of activities for adults as well as for chil-

dren. Too many of us, I think leave the adult

out of the program. You are not going to get all

the support that you should get unless you do in-

clude the adult in your system of recreation. The

money comes from the taxpayers, from the

pockets of the adult. Therefore, if you make the

adult feel that he is getting something out of the

money that he is contributing to recreation pur-

poses, when the tax bills come around he is not

going to grumble at the amount of money which

is being spent for recreation purposes.

You must build your budget on a businesslike,

efficient basis. You have almost to be able to tell

to the penny how you intend to spend the money,
if you get it, and then be able to convince your

appropriating bodies that the money is going to be

spent wisely.

Whenever we have a particular problem that

must be brought up, we always go back to the

community that is going to be benefited and let

them solve it. If you want a community building
of three or four hundred thousand dollars in a

community, if you can get twenty-five or thirty

organizations to send in letters or appear down at

a public hearing and talk on one item, you will be

surprised to see how much effect it does have

upon those people in the Council who do have the

final say upon your budget.

Naturally, of course, with the increased leisure,

the demands upon recreation departments will in-

crease. So it behooves all of us recreation execu-
tives to pay particular attention to the methods

whereby we can increase our budgets, and the

only way that I know of to enlarging our budgets
and getting increases each year, is to sell our pro-

gram to all of the people in a community, and to

make all them a part of our program.

Do Recent Increases in Facilities Make Imperative
in Most Cities Increases in Appropriations?

J M. RICHARDS, Commissioner of Recreation,

Cleveland, Ohio : Investigation has proven that in

the cities adjoining Cleveland the question should

be answered in the affirmative. It does increase

the appropriation and makes it absolutely neces-

sary. Even though you may merely go into a

vacant lot to establish that as a play area, it in-

creases your cost of operation. You must place at

least a baseball backstop there. It calls for addi-

tional supplies and equipment.

To purchase property, it is necessary to in-

crease the budget, but we found that where we
had the property, it was still quite necessary to

have an increase in our budget to improve these

facilities, to expand our program on areas which

the city had formerly operated as play areas, but

had not felt is was justified in extending funds

for its improvement.

The problem of maintenance makes it impera-

tive that additional funds be allocated. The prob-

lem of personnel, regardless of the fact that we
are able to get personnel from the WPA and the

NYA, requires additional expense. The WPA
and the NYA are merely supplementing the per-

sonnel the city cannot afford to carry at this time.

You have the additional expense and cost of all

supplies, whether they are handicraft supplies or

of another nature. Equipment is an additional

expense.
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One of the major problems is the cost of trans-

portation. Supervisors find it very expensive to

drive their cars, and in order to increase the num-

ber of physical facilities you have to increase the

budgets for any supervisor's transportation.

The program of expansion must necessarily

cost more money. With the assistance of the

NYA and the WPA, the amount of the appro-

priation necessary is reduced, but it is necessary

that more funds be allocated to carry on a pro-

gram. The only answer to this question is that it

costs you more money no matter where you are

or how you increase the facilities.

Budget Making

WALTER ROY, Recreation Division of the Chi-

cago Park District : It is a very difficult thing to

arrive at formula and try to work out percentages.

I thought, therefore, I might give you an analysis

of our budget, rather than the percentages we try

to adhere to.

First, with all of our departments we have a

full municipal system and there we do try to

observe a percentage figure for fear our budget

may become too heavy on the material side. Our

supplies, other than salaries, should not exceed 17

per cent. That is true of all our departments, in-

cluding our legal department, our police depart-

ment and many items you may not have in your

particular system.

Our recreation division takes in our buildings,

our field house buildings or recreation buildings,

our golf courses and our beaches, but does not

include such matters as the repairing of these

buildings and policing, which are in other divi-

sions. On this we have no set figure that we

strive toward, but we find that salaries have taken

at least 92 per cent in the recreation division,

leaving 8 per cent for what we call "miscellaneous

items." Our supplies within this 100 per cent rec-

reation budget would run about 5 per cent. We
have been spending for the last three years in the

neighborhood of 2 per cent for repairs to our ap-

paratus. That includes the manufacture of new

apparatus. This would be modified, once again,

by the use of WPA labor which would throw us

closer, I think, to a 4 per cent figure if we took

that into account for our annual percentage.

Maintenance of /ball fields, tennis courts and so

on does not come in our division. That is handled

by our landscape maintenance division which also

takes care of the shrubbery, cutting of grass and

other things. In computing the salaries of the rec-

reation division, the item runs just about 50 per

cent for supervisory and teaching classifications

and about 50 per cent for the maintenance type of

salaries.

We have no formula; we have arrived at no

particular percentages. We study each particular

situation in our work sheets, figuring the mini-

mum requirements of each location. A recapitu-

lation of all those individual locations is worked

in for salaries and supplies, and recognition is

given the fact that we want to hold down expen-

ditures for supplies and give more in the way of

personal service. That has resulted in the figures

of 92 per cent for salaries and about 8 per cent

for miscellaneous items.

Continuing the discussion of finances, George

Hjelte, Superintendent of Recreation in Los

Angeles, emphasized the point made by Mr.

Brewer that in order to secure additional appro-

priations for recreation it is important to interest

adults in the program. It is necessary, too, to in-

form adults, who are the voting citizens, of the
;

problems recreation officials are facing so that
\

they will be intelligent on the subject of the pro-

vision of recreational services. As an example of

the way in which the public will support a pro-

gram for additional appropriations for recreation

if they are given an opportunity to express them-

selves, Mr. Hjelte told of the referendum vote

held last April in Los Angeles which resulted in

an increase of $250,000 in the budget for recrea-

tion. Through this vote the four cents on each

one hundred dollars of assessed valuation allotted

by the city charter was increased to six cents,

making the total budget from tax funds and fees a

little over $900,000 in the coming fiscal year.

In the campaign which preceded the vote the

Parent-Teacher Associations and Women's Clubs,
with whom contacts were made at the beginning
of the project, and the employed staff of the

Recreation Department bore the brunt of the bur-

den. When the request to have the referendum

was brought before the City Council and this

was done at a strategic time when every council-

man was running for re-election enthusiastic ap-

proval was given. Out of the thirty amendments
before the City Council, the amendment authoriz-

ing the vote was the only one which received a

unanimous vote. To meet the expenses of the

campaign, $2,000 was raised in $1.00. contribu-

tions from societies and organizations of various

kinds.
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It was found that in the districts where the

playground and recreation departments had been

giving service for over a year, the measure re-

ceived majority votes of 6 to i, 7 to i and even

9 to i in some places. The districts which had

never had service gave a better majority of votes,

showing that the people who had had an oppor-

tunity to take part in; recreation were for it, even

though they knew that most of the money would

not be spent in their particular districts but in the

ections not previously served by the commission.

In Decatur, Illinois, before a demonstration of

recreation had been put on with federal funds the

citizens voted down a proposal to spend money for

recreation by more than 5 votes to I in every pre-

cinct in the city. Eighteen months later, when the

citizens had seen what a recreation program really

was, every precinct voted three to one in favor of

the proposal. Over five hundred block workers

were used in the campaign and on the day of the

election every effort was made to get the voters

out.

The question was raised as to whether support

has been secured from organizations such as large

industries because of services to the industrial

field, and whether such services affect the atti-

tude of large industries toward municipal recrea-

tion needs. Mr. Brewer stated that in Detroit the

{Recreation Commission provides most of the fa-

cilities and activities for industrial plants such as

echool gymnasium, baseball diamonds, swimming

pools and tennis courts. In a number of cases

some of the plants have done away with athletic

fields and the men are enjoying the municipal pro-

vision for recreation in their own communities,

iWhenever problems of increased appropriations

krise the commission receives large support from

these industrial groups.

V. K. Brown of Chicago told of a hearing at the

jirne the Park District tax levy was being con-

sidered by the legislature at which the President

)f the Federation of Labor appeared and em-

phatically endorsed the Park District's request for

funds, not only on behalf of the boys and girls of

:he city, but also on behalf of organized labor,

:ouching his endorsement in terms of the meaning
jf a richer life for the working man and working

.voman as well as for children. To provide for the

arge industrial clientele, the Park District is us-

ng its plants at night, keeping the centers open

;mtil ii o'clock.

In Los Angeles the Chamber of Commerce was

Jiappy to give its endorsement to the campaign,

after a great deal of study, in spite of the fact that
it is constitutionally opposed to tax increases and
will not give an endorsement except for measures
of the utmost importance.

Last year the recreation budget of Elizabeth,
New Jersey, an industrial community, was in-

creased by 25 per cent. Mayor Brophy stated that

the Recreation Commission has built up a great
deal of good will of industrial leaders who are

large taxpayers, and they are in favor of the muni-

cipal recreation program. He believes that it is

possible to secure the good will and support of

industrialists if the right contacts are made.

Tabulation of Reports Financial, Program
and Administrative

F. S. MATHKWSON, Superintendent of Recrea-

tion, Union County, Nezv Jersey: We have this

question for our consideration : "For the purpose
of uniform tabulation of all reports, namely, finan-

cial, program and administrative, would it be pos-
sible for the National Recreation Association to

offer a uniform report blank to be used by all

cities cooperating with the National Recreation

Association ?"

It seems to me that no real solution to this

problem can be secured until there is more uni-

formity in general municipal accounting. I have

discussed this question with three or four dif-

ferent pebple who have been doing some thinking

on the subject and that was the answer in each

case. Huus, in his book on finance and municipal

recreation, states that it is absolutely impossible

to compare financial costs because of lack of uni-

formity, and, in most cases, of any kind of sys-

tem at all.

I suppose one of the first steps that should be

taken would be a discussion of terms. For in-

stance, what do we mean by operation? What do

we mean by maintenance?

I remember, a few years ago, listening to a per-

son talk to a conference about his golf course. He

told us of the profits which were accruing as a

result of his particular golf course. Yet, when we

were able to analyze his figures, it was found that

he was not considering costs of maintenance but

only charging off against the gross income, the

operation. The cost of maintenance was met by

the Park Board. Again, in comparing cost of golf

courses, we have to consider whether this golf

course is operating with a large club house, or

with only a booth where the registrations are

made.
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There is need for the inauguration of a better

cost accounting system. No comparative cost for

maintenance can be secured without a distribution

of time. Many recreation departments, and even

park departments, operate today without distri-

buting the time of the maintenance department.

We have found that to compare costs of main-

tenance in one park with another in our own sys-

tem, it is necessary to reduce the acreage first. A
park has so many acres of shrubbery, so many
acres of lawn area, so many miles of roads, .so

many acres of heavily-used play areas. Unless we

did that we could not make comparisons with one

of our other parks relative to the efficiency of the

various foremen.

Every time a carpenter goes out to a play-

ground, or the grass is cut or the maintenance

work done on a particular baseball field, that cost

is charged directly to the recreation department

and so it is borne by our budget. In this way at

the end of the year it is ascertained that the cost

of activities in the system is exactly so much.

We use about 125 different forms in our rec-

reation department alone. These were made, in

many cases, after careful study of forms used by

other departments. They satisfy our cost demands

and our auditors, but it is safe to say that they

are of little value when compared with those

which other cities are making.

I have often thought that the year book report

should be of greater help to us in making com-

parisons if the tabulations were presented in a

little different way. I think that cities under rec-

reation commissions should be tabulated in one

way. Cities under park boards should be tabu-

lated in another table. Cities under boards of edu-

cation, county parks, should have still another

tabulation. I know that the National Recreation

Association has given considerable thought and

study to this particular question and there are

many reasons why this could not be done in the

present set-up, but it seems to me that it would

be most helpful to us if it were possible to work

out a plan by which it could be accomplished.

It is absolutely necessary to tell the city coun-

cil or the board of freeholders, as the case may

be, just exactly how the money was spent last

year and how it is intended to spend it for the

coming year, if we are going to secure the neces-

sary funds with which to do our job.

There is an attempt being made by the Chil-

dren's Bureau at Washington to secure uniform

record-keeping methods by both private and pub-

lic agencies and so there is a keen interest on the

part of the various private and public officials to

have a better understanding of this whole

question.

At this point I want to present a motion that

the National Recreation Association be urged

to form a committee similar to the Standards

Committee and other committees organized in

past years, to make a study of this question and

to make a complete report, at least, a progress

report, at the Twenty-third Annual Recreation

Conference.

This motion was passed.

How Can We Get Attendance Figures Which

Tell the Truth?

IRENE WELTY, Superintendent of Recreation,

Allcntown, Pennsylvania: If I could answer that

question, I think I would be greeted with a round

of applause, but in some of our activities it is

quite easy to get figures which do tell the truth.

For instance, in the use of your golf courses you

probably charge a small fee or you have your peo-

ple register. This is also true in tennis and a few

more activities, probably in your community cen-

ters in the winter time. These figures which you
have from the National Recreation Association on

your report sheet are probably quite correct and

true, but I know all of us wonder when we send

our report in, just what they are going to do about

it and how they are going to make up the report

when they get them. If we should take our regis-

tration and multiplied it by the number of clear

days that our playgrounds were open, and if the

National Association would arrive at a percentage

of attendance which would be the most uniform

and multiply by it, we would probably have a

better viewpoint of attendance.

Another question here says, "Why should not

greater stress be placed on statistics which relate

to participation and less on statistics which only

concern themselves with non-participation?"

The only suggestion I can give you is this : if

you are estimating a crowd of people, at least find

out how many your stadium or auditorium or

your opera house holds so that you don't over-

estimate the number!

There is another question, "How valuable are

our recreational attendance statistics when the key

to the measuring medium is local and not uniform

throughout the various cities?" I feel it does have-

a value to the local community and our politicians!

are very anxious, our councilmen and our Mayqr,;
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to have statistics because they feel the recreation

department is reaching a greater number of peo-

ple than they think it does. It will mean a great

deal to them, and a great deal to us in our bud-

get, but as far as having any value to the national

outlook of participation I am afraid that it is very

small.

In the discussion which followed, methods of

st accounting aroused much interest. The point

is made that there was probably little possibility

)f developing uniformity in cost accounting sys-

tems because of the necessity for complying with

municipal budget set-ups which vary considerably.

Municipal housekeeping in general is safeguarded

by legislation in every state, and as long as

states are sovereign, uniformity is impossible.

The committee which the fecreation executive has

asked to have appointed might perhaps harvest

from various sources samplings which will show

typical situations and this will be helpful. While

little can be done, in all probability, in compiling

uniform methods of cost accounting, there is

much more hope for success in attempting to

standardize program accounting which will make

it possible not only to compare one city with an-

other in its recreational services, but also a sec-

tion of one city with another section, and one

center with another.

At the Luncheon Meeting

Following the morning session a special lunch-

eon meeting was held for the discussion of ques-

tions relating to WPA and the National Youth

Administration. At this meeting recreation execu-

tives were given the opportunity to discuss with

Aubrey Williams, Director of the NYA and As-

sistant Administrator WPA, questions regarding

relationships with federal government agencies

operating in the leisure time field. Dr. E. C.

Lindeman, Director, Community Organization for

Leisure WPA, also answered questions and told of

some of the things which are being done through

governmental agencies.

A report of this session will

be published separately.

Association of Recreation

Executives

On May 27, 1936 the Board

of Directors of the National

Recreation Association voted in

Following the luncheon, the after-

noon session of the meeting of

recreation executives was devoted

to a discussion of the organization

of an association of recreation

workers. The minutes of this meet-

ing, together with a brief state-

ment regarding the preliminary

steps +aken, are presented here.

favor of an organization of recreation workers.
Out of 173 recreation executives writing in re-

sponse to a questionnaire, 168 expressed them-
selves as in favor of organization. Recreation ex-
ecutives throughout the country by a mail ballot

chose a committee of ten to advise as to prelimi-

nary arrangements for forming the organization.
This committee asked V. K. Brown to call the

first organization meeting to order. V. K. Brown
was duly elected temporary chairman and Arthur
T. Noren, temporary secretary. The temporary
chairman was authorized to appoint a committee
of fifteen to consider the plans proposed at the

first organization meeting held on May 17, 1937
and to present a plan for consideration at the sec-

ond meeting to be held on May 2Oth.

At the meeting on May i7th several questioned
the need of a new organization. Others urged that

the new organization be a part of the National

Recreation Association. Howard Braucher, sec-

retary of the National Recreation Association,

was called upon by the chairman and stated with

conviction that he felt the time had come for the

organization of an association of recreation work-

ers and that the new society ought to be entirely

separate and distinct from the National Recrea-

tion Association so that there could be the utmost

freedom in the expression of opinion,' while at

the same time the National Recreation Association

and the new professional organization ought nat-

urally to work in very close cooperation.

The minutes of the meeting held on May 2Oth

follow :

At the National Recreation Congress held in

Atlantic City, steps were taken to perfect an or-

ganization of recreation workers to be known as

"The Association of Recreation Workers." The

following general purposes were proposed :

A. i. That the name of the association be:

"The Association of Recreation Workers."

2. That the purposes of the association be as

follows :

a. To unite in one organization all recrea-

tion workers in the United

States and adjoining countries.

b. To foster and to maintain

high standards of professional

qualifications.

c. To foster and to maintain

high standards of professional

ethics.
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d. To encourage and promote adequate pro-

grams of professional training for recrea-

tional workers.

c. To affiliate for mutual benefit with the Na-

tional Recreation Association and to join

with other agencies organized for similar

or related objectives.

/. To publish a bulletin or other medium for

dissemination of information concerning its

activities and related matters.

(/. To act as an agency for representing recrea-

tion workers when group representation is

desired.

//. To promote adequate compensation for rec-

reation workers.

/. To protect the interests of recreation work-

ers as a group in situations where their pro-

fessional interests are involved.

;'.
To encourage research on matters of pro-

fessional interest.

B. Active Membership

Membership in this association shall be open

to anyone who is employed as a professional

recreation worker on a year-round, full time

basis in any private or public agency which

is primarily concerned with and interested

in the promotion of public recreation. Dues,

three dollars per year including a subscrip-

tion to the Recreation magazine.

Associate Membership
This association shall be open to any recrea-

tion worker who is employed on a part time

or seasonal basis or anyone who is interested

in any way in the field of public recreation.

Dues two dollars and a half per year in-

cluding a subscription to the Recreation

magazine.

Voting power in this Association shall be limit-

ed to active members.

c. That an annual convention for the proposed

organization be held once a year at the same

time and the same place as that of the Na-

tional Recreation Association and that mem-
bers be notified of the place and dates of

this meeting.

D. That this convention be held during an after-

noon session as determined by the Execu-

tive Committee.

E. That the proposed new group contact the Na-
tional Recreation Association requesting that

they suggest a temporary secretary from

their staff to serve in the membership drive

and the supervision of the bulletins.

E. That the National Recreation Association be

requested to assign a certain section in their

official magazine, RECREATION, these pages

to be devoted to the business of the propos-

ed recreation workers' organization.

G. That the relationship of the proposed new

group to other organizations interested

either directly or indirectly in leisure-timei

activities be referred to a sub-committee for

an intensive study; said duty to include a

referendum on the sentiment of all mem-
bers of the group.

The above report was presented before about

three hundred delegates.

After considerable discussion, the motion was

made by George Hjelte, seconded by Tarn Deer-j

ing, that the recreation workers proceed to or-*

ganize on the general plan as submitted by the

above report.

A communication was read by Dr. John Brown,

Jr., suggesting a possible affiliation with the

American Physical Education Association. After

some discussion, this matter was referred to th^

general committee for further study.

The motion was made and unanimously passed
that the officers of this committee be delegated;

with responsibility to continue in office until final

organization is effected.

Motion was made that information on the en-

tire proposal be disseminated through the regulaii

bulletin service.

The following motion was made by Fay S.

Mathewson, seconded by Robert Dixon: that the

committee of fifteen already appointed be em-'

powered to carry on for another year with in-

structions to study the whole plan and to submit a

complete report at the 1938 Congress with the-

proposed constitution and by-laws and any othefl

recommendations which seem desirable as a resulC

of its study.

Respectfully submitted,

ARTHUR T. NOREN, Secretary.

The following recreation executives, represent-
ing a cross section of the country, were selected

as a steering committee for planning the organiza-
tion of the Association of Recreation Workers :

W. Duncan Russell, Boston, Mass.

George Hjelte, Los Angeles, Calif.

Josephine Blackstock, Oak Park, 111.

V. -K. Brown, Chicago, 111.

Charles English, Philadelphia, Pa.

.
W. C. Cammack, Mt. Vernon, N. Y.
Catherine Kreig, Des Moines, Iowa

(Continued on page 259)
\
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Marionettes on Wheels

THE
ART OF PUPPETRY is by no

means new, but it would be

an inaccurate statement to

say there is nothing new in the

art of puppetry. It was known
in the year 1400 B. C. and even earlier, some his-

torians declare, but the modern version adapted
for educational recreation has become the newest

and one of the most important developments in

the recreation field, and one that has met with re-

markable success, particularly with the introduc-

tion of the traveling theater.

These mobile units, many of them unique be-

cause of the ingenuity which has gone into their

creation, have opened new vistas and brought into

being new opportunities that are taking puppetry
far from the beaten paths of parks and play-

grounds. By reaching areas hitherto untouched,

they are taking municipal recreation to the people

where it is most readily

accessible to them, making
it unnecessary for the

audience to go to a stated

place involving travel and

long distances.

For the fortunate recre-

ation department endowed
with sufficient funds to

carry on an adequate pro-

gram it is not much of a

task to establish a travel-

ing theater, but for the

less fortunate department

it is an enterprise calling for the

utmost ingenuity.

By JOHN M. HURLEY
Board of Park Commissioners

Hartford, Connecticut

From Ancient Egypt to

Modern Junk Yards

Lacking funds for a traveling theater and call-

ed upon to use its resourcefulness to the limit, the

WPA-Recreation Division of the Hartford Park

Department has been successful in securing a

theater on wheels though it has meant traversing

a devious path that led all the way from the

archives of ancient Egypt to an automobile junk

yard, secondhand shops and a dismantled theater.

The traveling theater is now starting on its sec-

ond outdoor season with a record behind it of an

average of three performances a week in parks,

playgrounds and neighborhood centers, as well as

a tour, on request, of the county fairs throughout

the state.

The theater's reper-

toire of six plays has

been increased by two

for this summer's pro-

duction. The new shows

are "Rip Van Winkle"

and "Uncle Tom's
Cabin," which will be

presented in addition to

"Aladdin and His Won-

The Recreation Division of the Hartford Park

Department has developed rare resourceful-

ness in converting old material into equipment

combining beauty and utility. Proof of this

was given in an article which appeared In the

April 1936 issue of RECREATION. The Division

has once more proven its ingenuity and skill

by creating a marionette theater out of dis-

carded material. James H. Dillon, Supervisor
of Recreation, tells us the idea was suggested
to him by an article he saw in RECREATION

telling of a traveling puppet theater in a

Pacific coast city. Mr. Dillon called into con-

sultation his director of marionettes, Alwin

Nikolais, and the project was speedily launched.

derful Lamp," "St.

George and the Dragon,"
"Hansel and Gretel,"

"Jack and the Bean-
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stalk/' "The Flying Trunk" and "The Ama-
teur Hour."

Starting from scratch in the spring of 1935

under the sponsorship,of J. H. Dillon, Supervisor

of Recreation, with practically nothing at its dis-

posal except the experience and knowledge of its

marionette troupe, the project has achieved high

success.

The first step in securing the theater was a trip

to an automobile junk yard where an old but ser-

viceable Ford truck chassis was obtained for the

payment of the princely sum of $15. It was -a

sorry looking object, but its decrepit body con-

cealed a good motor which, with four young,

sturdy wheels, provided the mobile equipment;
that is, it was mobile after four used tires" had

been purchased! When it had been stripped to

the bare essentials, the departmental carpenters

went to work to build on it a

platform of planks which

was to form the foundation

for the theater superstructure.

Next, stage hands from

the marionette and dramatic

groups took it in charge.

Scarcely had they started

work when it became known
that Parson's Theater, one

of the oldest and most fam-

ous in the country and a

Hartford landmark for years,

was to be dismantled and

razed. Through the courtesy of the owners, the

WPA-Recreation Division had the rare good
fortune to secure permission to remove whatever

equipment and theatrical effects it desired. In this

way footlights, border lights, two flood lights, five

spotlights and color reels were secured, as well as

a quantity of stage scenery, drops, wings and
other paraphernalia.

From the day Parson's Theater opened over a

century ago, a grotesque carved insignia of the

drama has gazed out over the audience from its

place above the front arch of the stage. Today
that same wooden image looks out over the audi-

ence watching a performance of the traveling
theater stage.

The acquisition of this equipment added im-

petus to the construction of the mobile unit. A
scenic artist repainted some of the Parson's Thea-
ter scenery and painted new scenery on old can-

vas. Stage hands made over drops and wings to

fit new measurements. Electricians built a spe-

"Marioncttes are as old as civiliza-

tion itself. They have been found

buried in the tombs of the kings

and queens of that most ancient

of civilizations Egypt. In Greece,
we find that Archimedes, the

greatest inventor of his time, de-

vised many clever ways of making
them move and appear human."

From The Hobbyist.

cial switchboard and troughs for the border and

footlights for illumination a highly important

factor as lighting effects are used to carry out the*

story. The switchboard controls the amplifying

system as well as all lights, including the large

spotlights with 1,000 watt bulbs, baby spots of

500 watts each and a border of multicolored

lights that encircle the stage.

Authenticity and Artistry Join Hands

While the work on the vehicle itself was under

way, Mr. Nikolais with the aid of Edward J.

Dunn an expert wood carver attached to the de-

partment, and his troupe of operators were busy

with the manufacture of the puppets, every onej

of which is handmade. Each head, face and torso

was carved by Mr. Dunn, an artisan who years

ago carved the famous staircase in the Saratoga,)

New York, Casino, while Mr.

Nikolais personally handled

the moulding of the features

and the stringing of the limb 5
;.

Costumes for the characters)

were produced by the De-

partment's dressmakers. 1 his

work alone is worthy of at-

tention for every costtima

represents hours of research

by one of the troupe's mem-
bers especially assigned to

this task. The marionette

costume must conform in

every detail to the original mode, color and design.

It has been estimated that each puppet repre-

sents a cost of about $30, so intricate and deli-

cate is the workmanship, but its value when com-

pleted is about $100. The making of the puppets
was the most expensive part of the new traveling

unit.

When the technicians and the artisans ended'

their labor, the bridge was erected, the vehicle

was painted a glowing white with a trim of gold
and a trailer attachment was forged in the Park!

Department's blacksmith's shop.

Off on the Road!

It was then hooked up to a departmental truck

and took to the road, conducting a circuit in two

months of every park, playground and neighbor-
hood gathering place that provided accommoda-
tions for a public gathering.

From the start it was an outstanding success

an investment of about $300 that has an "as is"
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Value of $1,000, but whose value to children can-

not be computed in dollars and cents. They flock

,to it like bees to honey, following it from place to

'place, eager and rapt in their attention and tireless

in watching over and over again the antics of the

tiny creatures dangling at the end of strings.

At the close of the summer, but before the end

of the outdoor season, the theater's popularity
had spread past the boundaries of Hartford and

I
reached the ears of Robert A. Hurley, then ad-

iininistrator of the Connecticut WPA. At. Mr.

(Hurley's request, the traveling theater with its

Hartford troupe started on a state tour that took

lit to practically every county fair where thou-

sands, many of them for the first time, were en-

tertained with marionette shows.

During the winter, the theater was kept in stof-

age while the troupe continued its usual indoor

ijprogram
in school auditoriums, community cen-

ters and public gathering places. With the advent

of the summer season it was brought out, recon-

ditioned and repainted and is now ready for the

iroad again.

Mr. Nikolais has made a life time study of the

art of puppetry and is exceptionally well inform-

|ed, not only on the historical background but on

the technical details of manufacture and operation.

An Ancient Art

"It was only recent-

ly," he recalls, "that I

was both surprised and

shocked at the remarks

of a supposedly intelli-

gent woman. We had

just rung down the last

i curtain on our third per-

formance of the day
'when she rushed back-

stage. 'Why, you clever,

clever people,' she gush-
ed. 'How in the world

did you ever think up

A "close-up" of the trav-

eling theater shows some
of the details of construc-

tion and the quality of

workmanship which has

gone into its creation

the marvelous idea of dangling little dollies about

on strings ?' The entire company gulped for there

is nothing they detest more than to have the lit-

tle actors called 'dollies,' and I'm sure the charac-

ters' hearts would be broken if they realized how
few people know of their ancient, honorable and

astounding ancestry."

Mr. Nikolais can trace their ancestry back even

before puppets were know on an Egyptian oasis

in 1400 B. C. That 1400 B. C. puppet was sup-

posed to be the reincarnation of the god Ammon
Ra, while actually it was, a man-sized marionette

built in such a way that a priest could get ins'.de

and manipulate the arms, legs, head, mouth and

eyes.

"We are not sure this puppet of Ammon Ra
was the first," according to Mr. Nikolais, "and it

is safe to guess it was not. The people of India

before that were very fond of puppets and many
wonderful stories have been passed on to us about

them. There is one story about Parvati, wife of

the god Siva, who made such a beautiful puppet
she was afraid to show it to her husband and

secreted it in the Malaya Mountains. Suspicious
of his wife, Siva followed her, discovered the

puppet, fell madly in love with it, and used his

supernatural powers to give it life. It must have

(Continued on page 260)



Calendar Highlights
11

Ax
UNUSUALLY at-

tractive pageant

has been arrang-

ed for presentation in

St. Paul, and a beautiful site has been selected for

the production which will include participating

groups from all of the playgrounds in the city,, it

\\as announced by Ernest W. Johnson, Superin-

tendent of 'Playgrounds.

"Calendar Highlights," a picturesque spectacle

depicting events which are celebrated annually on

the St. Paul play centers, will be offered in tab-

leau settings on Sunday, July 25th, at 8 130 p. M.

From eighteen to twenty such events are planned,

according to Miss Gwetholyn Beedon, dramatic

director for the Department, who will be in

charge. Cooperating with the Playground Depart-

ment in making the city-wide affair possible are

the Ramsey County WPA Recreation Project and

the WPA Music Project.

The site chosen is located on beautiful Lake

Phalen where natural glacier formations aided by
man-made landscaping provide a small island. The
island is surrounded by gently sloping hills which

offer a natural amphitheater where spectators may
sit. Although the sides of the hill are not terraced,

they have well seeded lawns, which, fanned by the

cool refreshing breezes off the lake, will provide

comfort for the audience.

An advantage of this site best appreciated by
the directors of the pageant is the fact that the

only entrance is over a small bridge. This gate-

way will be guarded so that only persons con-

nected with the performance can gain admittance,

thus assuring no interference from outside sources.

It will make it possible to control the natural

desire of the children to roam about the park
when they are not on the stage ; a guard will be

stationed at the bridge who will see that only
those children having written

_ permission may leave.

A stage resembling a huge

picture frame will be used.

Brilliantly lighted, with its

boxed encased framework, it

will give the effect of a por-

trait frame. An innovation for

a front curtain drop will be
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By MARK L. FRENCH
Department of Parks, Playgrounds and Public Buildings

St. Paul, Minnesota

clllg-

oxi-

used. Two huge pumps
will draw water from

the canal and will

carry it to an impro-

vised trough at the top of the stage ;
from that

point it will fall into another trough placed di-

rectly in front of the setting and drain back into

the canal. While the water is falling numerous

colored lights will be played on the spray from

the front and rear giving a rainbow effect. This

lighting device will be used only during the chang-

ing of stage property and while the placing

characters back stage is going on.

The stage itself will have a frontage of appro?

mately 40 feet and will drop back to 15 feet iM

depth with a 20 foot rear background. It will be

15 feet in height.

An interesting device will be used to announce

the names of the participating playgrounds and

the events to be presented in the setting. An 18

foot papier-mache sign with blocked out letters

arranged on pegs will be placed on a chassis, with

four disc wheels somewhat resembling a wagon,

which will be drawn across the stage by a small

dog. In reality the dog will have very little work

to do as an invisible wire manipulated by man

power will draw the sign across the stage.

Among the scenes which have already been

chosen and assigned to different playgrounds are

New Year's, Valentine's and St. Patrick's Day,

Washington's and Lincoln's Birthdays, April ist,

Easter, May Day, Mother's and Father's Days,

Memorial Day, a June bridal, July 4th, Labor

Day, Hallowe'en, Thanksgiving and Christmas

celebrations, and a harvesting scene significant of

the month of August.

Many recreation departments are

now planning for the circus, festival,

pageant or other special event which
will bring together all their play-

grounds in a city-wide demonstra-
tion at the end of the summer sea-

son. St. Paul is planning for a pag-
eant, "Calendar Highlights," which

will be of interest to other cities.

NOTE : We hope very much that the recreation

departments which this summer conduct such pag-

eants as St. Paul plans to pro-

duce, will send us reports of

the events as they are held. If

sufficient material reaches us

we shall be glad to incor-

porate the information in an

article to appear in a later

issue of RECREATION.



A Cruise Party

ET'S SUPPOSE it hap-

[^ pened this way, be-

cause it might very

Well have. . . . The

PBX Club of older

joys and girls was rest-

ess. Summer was com-

ng on, everyone want-

id to go to the beach

jr on one of the many
idvertised cruises, and

10 one could ! To make matters worse they show-

id a travel movie in the Center and everybody

said, "If I only had a million or even a few hun-

ired dollars, just wouldn't I get away from

icre !" Nobody felt any better about having to

stay in the city after seeing the picture. Then

loe, head of the social committee, had an idea and

:alled a special meeting of his committee and said,

'Let's throw a ship party and take ourselves on a

:ruise." And this is what they worked out for the

:lub as a surprise.

Invitations

They sent out invitations in the form of cruise
r

olders, having visited a travel bureau and obtain-

ed folders from which they cut pictures and cap-

ions. "If we can't use the Center mimeograph
nachine, we'll cut down on the print and use

flore pictures and print them by hand," said Joe.

They used cheap, colored paper and included

Mace and time and suggested everyone come in

:ostume suitable for a tropical cruise. The ship

>vas the S.S. Good Time; the destination the

Seven Seas.

Decorations

Planning the decorations for the club room was

ilmost more fun than the party. They didn't have

space or time to carry out all their ideas, but here

ire some of the things they did. They made a

gangplank leading into the gym where the party
.vas given ; hung ropes about the room and pinned

:riangular flags of colored kindergarten paper

ilong them, one al-

most touching the

'next, and thumb-

tacked large card-

hoard life preserv-

i mi r* ji *
I.Jl i ML.J IFriU

ers at intervals on the

wall. (Jane had printed

"S. S. Good Time" on

each one.) Two girls

made sailor hats for the

club members and of-

ficer caps for the social

committee. (Joe was

Captain.) Jim suggest-

ed they make a prome-
nade deck and roped

off. a walk about six feet wide down the whole

side of the gym. He put deck chairs, camp stools

and chairs along it for those who wanted to sit

down. He pinned some life preservers to the

heavy, cheap twine he had used to give the effect

of a railing and tacked some port holes behind the

chairs on the wall. Mary hung a red light to the

left of the gangplank (port side), and a green one

on the right (starboard). Out of a cardboard

packing case they cut a huge anchor and chain to

put in one corner. The effect was quite nautical

and they were well pleased.

Games

"Now we've got to plan some good games,"

said Joe. "We could plan a game from each of

the various countries we touch; we could run a

progressive party with the regular ship games of

bull board, deck tennis, shuffieboard and ring toss

or we can parody things that happen on a ship."

They decided to do the latter, and worked out the

following activities. Joe, as Captain, was to lead

the games and the other committee members were

to assist him.

Pre-party. What to do with the early comers

was the first problem. "We'll give them some-

thing to look at," suggested Jim. "How about a

marine museum, along the wall here ?" No sooner

said than done. First comers were ushered up the

gangplank by the officers and taken to the Marine

Museum until "sailing time." They saw Davey

Jones's locker ( a small chest) ; the most famous

sailor of modern times (funny paper cutout of

Poyeye, the Sailor

Man) ; the most
If you can't go on that ocean cruise you d like celebrated sailor in

to take, at least you can enjoy a cruise party! literature (drawing
of Jonah and a
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whale or a bit of the "Rhyme of the Ancient

Mariner"), the most famous nautical love affair

(drawing of the owl and the pussy cat) ; King of

the sea (picture of Neptune) ; a sea serpent (toy

snake), and the equator (a hair fastened across

the large end of a pair of opera glasses).

Boat Drill. When all were aboard, the Captain
ordered a boat drill and led a grand march to the

tune of Sailing and Anchor's Azveigh, using "star-

board" for right and "port" for left as he gave his

orders'. Pretending that all the guests were crew,

he halted them and inspected with his officers.

Some who weren't in nautical attire or who had a

tie crooked or a lock of hair out of place or smil-

ed had their names taken for later sentence and

were threatened with the brig if they didn't mend
their ways.

Nautical Relay. Having ended the boat drill

with the group in four rows, the Captain an-

rtounced a nautical relay. Each person in turn

raced to the other end of the room and back

touching off the next player. The first had to

walk with a sailor's roll; the second hopped on
one leg as a one-legged sailor; the third and
fourth went together, the fourth (a tug), push-

ing the third (a barge) ; the fifth blew his fog
horn (cupped hands) all the way, and the sixth

ran for his life belt. "If there are more than six

in each row," Joe said, as they made up the list,

"I'll add new ways or use any of the others

again." The members of the winning team re-

ceived a candy lifesaver as a prize.

Square Knot Relay. The Captain showed the

group how to tie a square knot. (He had looked
in a Boy Scout manual to find out.) The leader

of each team was given a short length of clothes-

line rope and on the word "go" he tied a square
knot which was passed on by an officer assigned
to the team. He then untied it and passed the

rope to the next player, and so on. The team fin-

ished first also received life saver prizes.

Horse Racing. A cruise wouldn't be complete
without a horse race, so three girls and three boys
were selected from the group to be horses. Twenty
pieces of paper were laid out on the floor in a

straight line, and the horses were numbered one to

six and lined up at the start. One girl was
selected to shake the dice. The rest of the group
was divided into six groups depending on which
horse each chose to back. The race was on. The
girl shook out one dice. Six turned up. She shook

the other, five turned up. Horse number six went

ahead five papers. She continued in this way until

one horse crossed the finish line. Those backing
the winning horse received a life saver. There

was a great deal of cheering for each horse, need-

less to say, as the race progressed.

Stunt. One of the officers held a list of all the

names of the club members. After the horse race

he went quickly around the group to collect

guesses on the number of miles the ship would

travel that day a take-off on the customary

"guessing" of the length of the day's run. He
held a glass jar of beans. Each guessed the num-

ber in the jar and had the number written after

his name. The one coming closest received a

doughnut prize.

The Ocean Is Stormy. The Captain then ordered

each girl to take the man nearest her on the right

as her partner. One of the officers gave each cou-

ple a sheet} of paper which it was to put near the

side of the room and stand on. Each couple

thought of the name of a fish it was to be. The

Captain walked around the room saying "I went

fishing and I caught a ," naming some

fish. Any couple having that name fell in behind

him. Next time he called the name of another

fish, and so on until he had quite a number of

"fish" behind him. Suddenly he said "The Ocean
is Stormy" and all, including the Captain, raced

for a paper. One couple was left without a paper.

The Captain took the girl of that couple for his

partner and the extra man became the fisherman.

Immigration Test. "Now," said the Captain, "we
are nearing port and the immigration officers will

see which couples are educated enough to be al-

lowed to go ashore." An officer gave a card and

pencil to each couple and the immigration officer i

(one of the committee) read the following state-

ments, the passengers writing down the answers.

The answers were read and prizes awarded the

highest and lowest scores.

1. Is a nautical mile longer or shorter than a

land mile? (A nautical mile is 6,080.2 feet)
2. "Full fathoms five thy father lies" How \

far down was he? (Thirty feet)

3. How many stripes en a captain's sleeve? i

(Four)
4. Which is the leeward side of a boat? (Side

opposite to that against which the wind

blows)

I

5. Is starboard right or left? (Right)
6. Is the stern the front of the boat? (No)

(Continued on page 261)



Truly professional in its lay-
out is the annual playground
circus of Evansville, Indiana

By LOTYS BENNING

U
\V/E HAVE A CIRCUS/' any child in Evansville,

\flf Indiana, will tell you if you ask what hap-

pens on the playgrounds there.

And indeed they do, both literally and figura-

tively. For the past two years the summer season

has closed with a three-ring performance which
rivals professional shows.

At the beginning of the season the thousand

youngsters attending the twelve playgrounds start

getting their acts ready for the big day. Play-

ground supervisors begin early visiting play-

grounds to spot outstanding talent which may be

used in special acts. Clubs having unusual acts are

also invited to join in the circus. Training for

the clown acts in particular is started early, as

these are the most difficult acts to perform well.

Held in a large athletic field, the circus features

two forty foot rings and three platforms, making
it possible for from two to five acts to be pre-
sented at one time. There are tumblers, trained

animal acts, marionette and puppet shows, danc-

ers, trapeze artists, acrobats, tap dancers and con-

tortionists. Former circus performers now living

in Evansville coach the children and appear on

the program.

Last year's performance, which played to an
audience of ten thousand, lasted two hours. Gen-
eral admission was free, but there was a charge of

ten cents for eight hundred reserved seats.

Four bands and a calliope provided continu-

ous music. There were two hillbilly bands, a

clown band and a junior band. The calliope be-

longs to an Evansville citizen. He had bought an

old one for seven dollars many years ago and had

never put it in condition. After seeing the first

playground circus, he turned it over to recreation

workers who made it play again.

In last year's show one hundred clowns went

through their antics, and trick bicycle riders train-

ed on the playgrounds rode everything from old-

fashioned high-wheelers to modern balloon-tired

models.

Five of the playgrounds had tumbling teams of

eight members each, who appeared in costumes

carrying out their playground colors. Dancers in

colorful costumes did group and square dances

and quadrilles. A ukelele club composed of chil-

dren from eight playgrounds rode past the grand-

stands on a brightly decorated float, playing soft

Hawaiian music.

235



236 "WE HAVE A CIRCUS"

Young girl charioteers dressed in flowing Gre-

cian robes of pastel colors made graceful pictures

as they rode in authentic replicas of Roman chari-

ots, each pulled by four boys.

Famous nursery rhymes were represented, in-

cluding such characters as Old Mother Hubbard,

the Old Woman Who Lived in a Shoe, and

Humpty Dumpty. The costumes were made by

the children themselves with the assistance of the

playground supervisors.

Outstanding were the papier-mache heads of

well-known fairy tale or comic strip characters.

Each playground constructed one or two, and in-

cluded such characters as the Mad Ha'tter, the

March Hare, Alice in Wonderland, Alley Oop and

Popeye.
These heads were made by an elaborate pro-

cess, and took considerable time to complete. First

a wire frame was constructed in the general shape

of the figure to be made. The frame then was

covered with clay, and then with several layers of

paste-soaked paper which when dry forms a hard

shell which was removed from the clay mold.

Paint was applied to the shell to simulate skin

and the yellow locks of an Alice in Wonderland

or the bulbous nose of Popeye. An opening where

the neck should be permitted the performer to

insert his own head inside the papier-mache one.

One of the most unusual pairs in last year's show

was Alley Oop and Dinny, one of the popular

strips used in local papers. Dinny, a replica of a

prehistoric dinosaur, was some twenty feet in

length and required two lads to shoulder his

weight and carry him along in the parade.

Youthful barkers sold

pink lemonade, peanuts,

popcorn and balloons.

Additional acts

were provided by
local civic organi-

zations. Many for-

mer circus people

donated their ser-

vices.

Canvas was
stretched across the

unused part of the

field to give the ap-

pearance of a tent.

For this year's
show they plan to

use old canvas and

pipes and build

sideshows like those in the most professional of

circuses.

As an editorial in one of the Evansville papers

pointed out, the circus provides a way of enter-

taining a large proportion of the population at

little expense. "But more important than the

actual show," it stated, "is the fact that for weeks

a thousand or more youngsters have been kept

busy on twelve playgrounds practicing their acts,

building ferocious animals, painting, hammering
all under competent supervision, and having

much more fun than loafing in pool rooms or

streets."

Here are some suggestions for the clown acts

for your playground circus. They are taken from

a 1 7-page bulletin "Suggestions for an Amateur

Circus" obtainable from the National Recreation

Association for twenty-five cents. The bulletin

includes directions and suggestions for organizing

an amateur circus with material on parades, the

costuming of performers and the making of ani-

mals; suggested acts for clowns, animals and

special circus artists; activities for concessions

and a bibliography.

Clown Acts

The clown acts must be really funny. Train the

clowns well after working out a number of acts

in detail. Clowns, if too young, are apt to be

silly and make this part of the show ridiculous

instead of clever. Clowns, if present during the

main acts, should not "steal the show," but they

may be woven into part of some of the acts to add

humor. They appear between acts as well as in a

main act of their own in

the ring.
These clowns were the cause of much amuse-
ment with their antics at a circus given at

one of the 4-H Club camps in West Virginia

The Village Fire Com-

pany. Clown fire-J

men put out a fake

fire in a very inef-

ficient manner.
Smoke pots or

smudges may be

used and a fire en-

gine may be built

on a child's express

wagon. A huge pa-

per carton may
serve as a house.

Toy automobiles or

Kiddie Kars in or

on wr h i c h the
(Continued on >

page 261) V



lecreation on a Municipal Lake

By
PAUL T- CARVER

Supervisor

Municipal Boat House

Oakland, California

LKE
MERRITT, in Oak-

land, California, is a

natural salt water

body connected, through
a system of automatic

tide gates, with the wa-

ters of San Franciscc

Bay. This facility per-

mits control of the water

level at all times and

eliminates any tidal ac-

tion. \Yith a circumfer-

ence of four miles, aver-

age depth of ten feet and a total area of 165 acres,

the outstanding feature of this aquatic playground
is its unique location in the very heart of the

metropolitan district. Fronting on the lake are

the new Alemeda County Court House, the Civic

Auditorium, Exposition Building, Free Public Mu-

seum, Veterans' Memorial Hall, Masonic Temple,
several churches and some of the finest residen-

tial property of Oakland. Main traffic arteries

converge here, thus bringing the lake within ten

or fifteen minutes' traveling time of the farthest

school or playground.

Part of the lake has been divided off for the

seasonal arrival of'wild ducks which feed here at

the city's expense. This area has been officially

designated as a federal banding station for migra-

tory wild fowl. Each season many of the birds

are banded with a soft copper ring to check their

migrations, which have shown a travel range be-

tween the Arctic Circle and South America.

Facilities

The recreational activities on Lake Merritt are

administered by the Oakland Recreation Depart-

ment under the direction of the Board of Play-

Few cities are as fortunate as Oakland in

having, in the heart of its metropolitan
district, a lake devoted to water sports

ground Directors. Principal facilities consist of

two boat houses, seven docks, three large pas-

senger launches, twenty crew boats, thirty row-

boats, fifty canoes, seven motor canoes and six-

teen electric motor boats. The main boat house is

devoted principally to the housing of rowboats,

canoes and electric motor boats which are rented

to the public. Here also is the repair shop for the

maintenance of all equipment. A boat builder,

mechanic and a painter are constantly employed in

repairing and replacing old or worn equipment.

On the upper deck of the boat house is the Sher-

wood Lake Merritt dining room, providing pa-

trons with excellent luncheons and dinners and af-

fording them an unobstructed view of the greater

portion of the lake. A club room for model yacht

hobbyists, with storage space for models, has en-

couraged this popular sport among young and old.

Dressing rooms and showers for men and women
are available for all crews rowing on the lake.

Adjacent to the crew rooms are storage lockers
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containing twelve hundred school and club crew

oars.

The second boat house on Lake Merritt, known
as the Canoe House, is located in Lakeside Park,

adjoining the wild fowl refuge. Here the rental

of rowboats and canoes is secondary to the prin-

cipal activity of providing storage and mooring
for private craft at a nominal charge. In the sum-

mer of 1936 the Recreation Department installed

forty-two mooring posts to accommodate a rapidly

growing fleet of sail boats. The lower floor of the

building contains lockers for boat owners' equip-

ment, and racks for the storage of canoes, out-

board hulls and motors. The upper deck provides

living quarters for the caretaker and room for

picnic groups in case the weather prevents use of

the fireplaces and barbecue pit at the rear of the

house.

Sailboats of the Snipe, Junior Star and Skim-

mer classes have been found most practicable for

use on the lake. A monthly program of sailing

regattas offers young people and adults alike valu-

able sailing experience under most favorable

conditions.

The passenger launches make regular twenty-
five minute trips around the lake each day during
the summer vacation period and on Sunday after-

noons throughout the year. Passengers may board

the launch at five convenient points on the shore

line. Special rates are offered to groups planning
a ride on the launch followed by a stop over at

the Canoe House for a barbecue or picnic. During
Christmas week carol singing from the launches

is very popular.

The Program
The recreational program of Lake Merritt

covers three major fields: (i) the pay-as-you-go

activities, such as the rental

of boats, canoes, storage

space, and launch trips to

the general public on a cost-

covering basis; (2) co-

operation with various civic

organizations in the plan-

ning and conducting of

aquatic pageants and regat-

tas; (3) an organized pro-

gram of crew boat rowing
for schools, playground
groups, industrial firms and

private organizations.

At least two major motor

Lake Merritt has long been a major factor

in attracting national interest to the city
of Oakland. Originally a part of the old

Rancho San Antonio, it was included in a

land grant from the Spanish Governor of

California to Luis Maria Peralta in 1820.

Full proprietary rights to the property were

gained by the City in 1909 through an act

of the State Legislature, and from this date
there followed a period of rapid develop-
ment. Dr. Samuel Merritt, then Mayor of

Oakland, contributed much time and energy,

boat races are held on the Lake each year. For

several years the Mayor's Fourth of July Com-
mittee has sponsored a program of events which

attracts both outboard and inboard motor boat

drivers from the Pacific Coast area. Of national

importance is the three-day series of races held

annually in September and sponsored by the Oak-

land Junior Chamber of Commerce. In designat-

ing Lake Merritt as "the best one mile course in
j

America" the National Outboard Motor Boat As-

sociation cites the following advantages : the of-

ficially surveyed one,-mile oval course providing

adequate room on the turns
;
a location in the geo-

graphic center of the city with ample space for all

spectators (attendance often exceeds 25,000), and

smooth water surface at all times. Plans have

been completed to bring the national champion-

ship outboard races to Oakland in 1939 as an

added feature of the Golden Gate International

Exposition.

Rowing a Popular Sport

Rowing has, for many years, been a major icc-

reational activity on Lake Merritt. It is not vn-

usual to find 20,000 or more enthusiasts, the ma-

jority being children of elementary school age,

participating each year in an organized program
of crew rowing. Crew equipment consists of a

fleet of twenty boats. In addition there are a hun-

dred sets of oars stored at the main boat house by
various schools, both private and public, and by
several industrial firms. The boats, averaging 30
feet in length with a beam of six feet, will ac-

commodate a crew of twelve oarsmen, a pilot,

coxswain and five passengers. They have been

purchased from the Mare Island Navy Yard, the

Alaska Packers Company and other shipping con-

cerns. Being of wood construction, they are sel-

dom used as lifeboats al-

though ideally suited for

recreational use after a gen-

eral overhauling and slight

alterations. The 1936 crew

attendance figures show a

total of 21,372 participants

in this most popular activ-

ity. Of this number fully

75 percent were boys and

girls from the elementary

schools, with the balance in-as well as personal funds, to transforming
this unsightly slough into a lake of beauty eluding high school girls,

and utility. Lake Peralto was named Lake Sea Scouts and industrial

Merritt in honor of this outstanding citizen. crews. The fall term of the
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100! year is devoted to elementary boys' crews

lile the spring term is reserved for girls of the

le classification. In each case the rowing sea-

Hi is climaxed by a crew regatta which can best

described by the following circular sent to each

:hool playground director two weeks before the

I scheduled race.

RECREATION DEPARTMENT
CITY OF OAKLAND

Regatta Date

The Boys' Crew Regatta will have two events :

1. Assembling and Embarking
2. Races

I. Assembling and Embarking
A. Crews will be judged on :

1. Appearance
a. Marching
b. Position of oars

2. Embarking
a. Entering boat

b. Shove off

II. Races

A. First Race Experienced Crews

150 yards
B. Second Race Second Crews 150 yards

c. Third Race Intermediate Crews
zoo yards

D. Fourth Race Inexperienced Crews
100 yards

NOTE : The best crew of a school should be ente'red in
the first race, providing the crew has had sufficient ex-
perience. The second, third, and fourth races are for the
purpose of giving crews experience in a regatta.

III. Rules Regarding Each Participant

A. Children convalescing from illness shall

not participate.
B. Each child shall bring to the supervisor

before the Regatta written permission
from his parent permitting him to par-

ticipate in the race.

IV. Rules of the Race

A. Each boy will row or coxswain one race

only. The results of each race will be final

for that group. In case of a tie the tie

shall hold.

B. The playground supervisor shall sit in the

bow of the boat. He shall not give any
signs or motions to the coxswain during
the race. In case a question of coaching
arises the judges will eliminate the boat.

c. The start of the races will be from the

main float, and crews will row directly
east.

(Continued on page 262)



Courtesy WPA

New Outdoor Theaters

EARLY
IN 1936 work was begun on a WPA

project involving the erection of an open air

Greek amphitheater at California Junior Col-

lege, San Bernardino, sponsored by the trustees

of the college. The project, which was completed

early in 1937, has made it possible for the college

to hold large gatherings in comfort outside. Dur-

ing the hot summer months when the college is

not in session the theater will be available for

many community gatherings. ,

The cosf^f the structure which gave employ-
ment to thirty men was slightly \ri\ excess of

$18,000. I| is 240 feet in length and has a seating

capacity of 2,400, covering about 3,600 square
feet. The work included 1,160 cubic yards' .of

excavation, 960 cubic yards of fill, 415 cubic yards
of concrete, 600 lineal feet of drainage fill, and

the installation of 72 lighting units.

A second outdoor project promoted by WPA
involved the construction of an open air theater

in Pastorius Park, Philadelphia, a fifteen acre plot

in a suburban section under the jurisdiction of the

Fairmount Park Commission.

The turf stage of the theater is fiftyj-feet long

by forty feet deep. The "wings" are of hemlock;

240

hedge, so arranged with appropriate openings to

permit the players to enter and retire without ex-

posing the "dressing rooms." On either side are

a group of three cedars twenty feet high, rising

from clumps of dogwood, rhododendrons and

other shrubs which serve as a screen for the

player offstage. Grouped in back of the stage are

large dogwoods, pines and a thirty foot flower-

ing locust in the center. A hedge of prostrate yew
in front of the stage forms a screen for the foot-

lights. Outlets are installed to provide proper

lighting for night performances.

A reflecting pool, fed by a natural spring, sepa-

rates the stage from the "orchestra pit" which is

five feet beneath the stage. Stone bridges on either

side of this pool provide entrances to the stage

from the theater.

Radiating, fan-shaped, from the orchestra pit

is the theater, laid out on several turf terraces,

which are connected by stone steps. A low ever-

green hedge marks the background or "gallery,"

x with a dense plantation of deciduous and ever-

green trees beyond. The theater has a standing

(Continued on page 263)



Hobbies and Homes

N THE Museum of Natural flowers were his occupationRadio Talk, Parental Education
History at Pittsburgh are q_ i i

;
. r AA. . and interest, outside of school,

mounted groups of polar
Series, University of M,ch,gan ^ ^ his family spen ;

hours, not only in the care

By WILLIAM G. ROBINSON
District Representative

National Recreation Association

bears, Rocky Mountain sheep

and Big Horns magnificent

specimens in natural settings,

attracting thousands of visit-

ors to catch a glimpse of the

wild life of the north and

west of this continent. Recently I sat in the li-

brary of the man who killed these animals, watch-

ing moving pictures he had taken of the scenes of

the polar bear hunts. His home contains skins and

heads as other evidences of his skill. He is a

prominent lawyer of an eastern Ohio city. His

wife told me that many of their winter evenings
were occupied in planning his trips for the next

year, that their son has accompanied him on some

of these trips, that the big game hunting had de-

veloped from a boyhood love of the out of doors

and of hunting squirrels and rabbits, and that long

ago he had ceased to kill except for such scientific

purposes as the museum groups, and that much
of his hunting was now done with the camera.

Collecting Things

Another evening in a friend's family occurs to

me the scene, when I called, of father, mother

and the two children gathered around the dining

room table sorting out a new lot of stamps that

had just arrived, classifying them by country and

denomination and date, and calling each other's

attention to unusual designs or to historic events

commemorated.

Collecting is a hobby that extends from stamps

to big game hunting, that may include everything

from the small beginnings of the dolls of all na-

tions, belonging to a young girl of my acquain-

tance, to Henry Ford's inclusive collection of

means of transportation exhibited in Greenfield

Village.

Creating Things

On the desk of a superintendent of schools

whom I visited not long ago stood a vase with one

of the most beautiful roses I have ever seen

perfect in its burnished golden color, its straight,

firm stem and its close, shapely petals. Admiring

it, I learned it was from his own garden, that

of the garden but in plan-

ning it.

The basement of another

friend of mine has a work
bench along the whole side

power machinery for turning and sawing, shelves

and hooks with tools neatly arranged. His two

boys work with him many evenings and holiday
hours. Model boats, model airplanes, inlaid tables,

handy brackets for the bath room and shelves for

the kitchen this home is full of examples of the

skill and workmanship of the family group.
In one neighborhood I know friends have com-

mented on the delightful music that comes almost

nightly after the dinner hour from a family of

five, each of whom plays an instrument.

Making things music, gardens, copper lan-

terns, model trains, radio cabinets, costume

jewelry, landscapes, photographs is one of the

great fields of hobbies.

All of the intense interests that we commonly
classify as hobbies can be included, I believe,

under collecting or making. They have many com-

mon characteristics. In the first place they cut

across age groups; any real hobby interest may
be followed by youth or age, man or woman.

Their possibilities develop with increasing age.

They afford opportunity for wide and varied

study, for unlimited development of skills and in-

sights, and frequently for high qualities of inven-

tion and creation.

A True Hobby is Personal

I do not think of those activities that require a

group or team for their expression as hobbies. A
true hobby is a personal, intimate matter, capable

of enjoyment by oneself, to be shared only with a

few kindred souls from time to time, with the

family or the group organized around a common

interest. All the examples I have given include

the family in their expression and few influences

have greater power to keep a family united than

a hobby. From the standpoint of child develop-

ment there is no more natural plane on which to

build such qualities as affection and control and
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concentration than on a hobby shared by parent

and child. A hobby cannot be forced on one, even

a child, but how naturally the child whose father

loves to fish becomes a fisherman ; how often the

youth loves poetry because of the evening hours

of reading aloud around the fireplace ; how often

the knack with tools we sometimes call inherited

is really just the result of hanging around Dad's

work bench.

Riding a Hobby
There is much justification for the derivation

of our word hobby from an old word for horse.

The little child is fortunate who has a hobby horse

to ride ; the grown up who has a hobby to ride.

Horseback riding is great fun and exercise at all

times of the year, at all ages of life, and in all

kinds of country, rugged as well as flat ; it is more

fun off the crowded thoroughfares of life. So

with hobbies.

The horse we ride belongs just to us, for the

time being anyhow. We have to manage him or

perchance be run away with. We can select our

own as to size and color and spirit, or decide on

none. Once mounted, however, the real horse and

horseman become identified in the breath-taking

gallop over fields and hedges, or the gentle walk

on country road. Even so we may ride a hobby,

as a quiet and refreshing interval in duties, or an

absorbing adventure crowding out all lesser in-

interests. For hobbies may run away with one as

well as horses.

of mine has a hobby of collecting Currier and
Ives prints; his wife's is old American glass. A
law school professor of my acquaintance collects

and makes model sailing ships. My own boy has

got us all interested in moths. I needn't mention

tropical fish as a possibility. Beautiful needle-

work is not as common with us as with our grand-

parents. Some homes may show the varied hob-

bies of the family the violin case in the corner;
the beautiful dahlias on the table; the clay model
on the mantel, or the artistic photograph on the

wall. Where else can collections, pets and crafts

be housed than in the home? Somehow or other

I am inclined to insist that the real home must
shelter a hobby as the real barn shelters a horse.

We can never be sure where a horseback ride

may take us. Nor a hobby. The man who knows
more about the cliff dwellers than anyone else on
earth is a hardware merchant in New Mexico
with whom archeology is a hobby. Photography
started as a hobby with George Eastman when he

was a young clerk. We all remember reading very

recently of the discovery of a comet by a garage
mechanic, an amateur astronomer. Flying was a

hobby study of the Wright brothers while they
made a living from a bicycle shop.
Howard Braucher, Secretary of the National

Recreation Association, in a recent editorial in
j

the magazine RECREATION said, "Great as has been i

our waste of natural resources in land, and coal

and oil, such waste is small compared to our waste

One other likeness I

hope is not too far

fetched. A horse must

have a place to live a

barn. Few structures

are more forlorn than a

garage made over from

a barn a barn without

a horse. Equally for-

lorn to me is the home
without a hobby. Isn't

it the hobby that gives

the house the distinc-

tion that makes it a

home, the distinguish-

ing feature that im-

presses you when you
enter the door or even

before that when you
enter the gate if there

is a garden ? One friend

of creative craft capac-

"In the glamorous days of Merrie England when

Geoffry Chaucer, the Father of English poetry, was

writing his magic verse, a horse was often called a

hobbyn, and as time moved on apace and the lan-

guage was improved, this was changed to hobby.
The morris dance was a great favorite in those pris-
tine times and it was executed in pageants, panto-
mimes, at festivals and the like. The dancers wore
the fancy costumes of Robin Hood, Maid Marian
and other legendry characters, and there was always
one of them who essayed the role of the hobby-
horse. This animate consisted of a small dummy
figure of a horse through whose body was a large
hole; the performer slipped this figure over his own
body and fastened it to his waist. As he pranced
and cavorted around he was apparently riding the

horse, but, as a matter of precise statement, the
horse was riding him, all of which provided no end
of merriment. From the antics of this burlesque
horsey came the colloquial expression riding a

hobby, which has come to mean the act of pursu-
ing some object without apparently achieving any
I 1C Ck + i il PMlriA*>* " H ET ^ J -_ "

L. f* _ 11 * TTuseful purpose." A. Frederick Collins in 'How
to Ride Your Hobby.

ity in men and women,
for adding to the beauty
of the world. Culture is

not a matter of words

and sounds alone. The
hands may speak also,

may convey messages,

may reveal thoughts
and emotions too deep
and too sacred for care-

less easily uttered words.

Out of the depths of a

supposedly inarticulate

person may come a mes.

sage, sculptured,
carved."

The Rewards of

Hobby Riding
But whether the hob-

by makes a contribution

(Continued on page 263)



Handicraft and Recreation

IF

WE CONSIDER the word "rec-

reation" in its truest sense, it

means more than merely a

way to fill up the leisure hours

everyone has or should have in a

ife full of work. Recreation in

ts proper sense means that there

s something to recreate in our

jeing which, in the hustle-bustle

and intense energy expenditure

of our machine age, cannot be

Found in the natural means of

sleep, food, rest or vacations.

Modern living injures something in our existence

that needs a kind of curing and healing, a kind of

therapy, in our unhealthy everyday life. It is for

this reason we need recreation.

Fortunately, most of us still have a natural, well-

conditioned feeling that we do need such a recrea-

tion therapy. After hours clerk-stool workers hurry

out for fresh air, walks or sports ;
those who have

overused their bodies want some mental or esthetic

exercise in their free time. We have an elemen-

tary propensity to find an equivalent for our one-

sided professional life. Most recreational therapy,

however, whether it arises from personal impulse

or social guidance, is highly unconscious, unscien-

tific and unsystematic. Consequently, all these

well-meaning attempts do not have half the suc-

(cess they could or should have. We need a syste-

hnatic and scientific recreational therapy which not

'only looks to certain individual desires for ex-

ternal joy and amusement, but which is able to

rebuild and recreate the physical and mental de-

:jterioration
from which most persons suffer today.

|lt
will be long until such a real and adequate rec-

iireational therapy will be created.*

Our peculiar need is to develop in the public

.and in social spheres a special interest in this

i problem, by making the fundamental problems

known and discussing them. One of the most im-

Iportant of these aspects for a discussion of the

j psychology of recreation I believe to be that of

handicraft.

Handicraft as Genuine Recreational Therapy

Interest in handicraft has been happily increas-

ng in the past few decades. However, what

lasually is done in or understood by handicraft is

By DR. ERNST HARMS
Baltimore, Maryland

This brief discussion of the psy-

chology of recreation, particu-

larly the analysis of handicraft

and its therapeutic values, will

be of keen interest to recrea-

tion workers who are eager to

understand the reasons and
motivation back of some of

our recreational activities.

hardly in accordance with the

forms that should be developed
for the task of a real recreational

therapy.

By handicraft today we only
mean either such things as In-

diancraft and applied and decora-

tive arts, or the playcraft of our

youth in the inventor-age with its

continuation in utility craft

forms. That handicraft, how-

ever, which could be of influence

and which is of the greatest im-

portance for the evils of our social situation, is of

quite another form. It should be a serious social

principle which could contribute much toward re-

gaining the social equivalence we have lost under

the unsound and unbalanced technocratic system
of modern civilization. One of the most valuable

effects of the social successes of such a real handi-

craft culture would be that of the conception of

recreation which is offered here.

The importance of handicraft in this wider con-

ception lies in the influence working with the hands

and all forms of manual doing have upon human
nature itself. Some time ago a clever English

psychotherapist tried to introduce knitting and

needlework among the English nobility as a medi-

cine against mild forms of neuroses. This treat-

ment was based on an insight into the real recre-

ational value of handicraft. Such an insight, un-

fortunately, is very seldom found today. Hand-

work is regarded more as a mere "doing with the

hands" and a "making" of this or that. There

must be at first a very simple mental and psychic

concentration, far simpler than that required for

reading a scientific book, a task too difficult and

psychically disturbing for many people. Simple

concentration, however, is a very important ele-

ment in all mental calming and in every recrea-

tion. But this is only a first element. All handi-

craft activity has to do with some esthetic and

especially rhythmic elements.

It is really tragic that today we are unconscious

of the importance all rhythmical processes have in

daily existence. Our heart has its beat
;
we could

* What W. R. Dunton offers in his book called "Recreational

Therapy" is not identical with my use of this expression.

Dunton gives only an outline for the use of physical culture

and sports for the inmates of hospitals for mental diseases.
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244 HANDICRAFT AND RECREATION.

not stand upright without a sense of balance ;
our

whole body is built on symmetrical lines. For

primitive peoples recreation was and is, there-

fore, a necessity for the wonderful flowering of

the "folklore" arts which were as necessary for

these people as bread and water and they were

brought forth in answer to a human need. The

greatest part of our corresponding activities to-

day is not directed by this human necessity, but by

the economic interests and processes which have

built up our modern industrial and mechanistic

civilization. Even modern arts in applied forms,

as well as in individual fine art creations, are to-

day conceived more along sociological and "civi-

lization" lines than along esthetic lines which cor-

respond to the esthetic ground-forces of human

nature. The simplest piece of needlework or

woodword demands a creative effort for its very

existence. We answer this esthetic and self-form-

ing need of our being by doing such work.

A further point is that of the adaptation and

re-accommodation to reality. To deal with this

problem alone would require an entire book. It

might almost be called the ground-principle of all

our prevailing civilized activity, to replace the

work of the human hand by machine or technical

means. And in addition we desire a mass pro-

duction in which each unit shall be as cheap as

possible. Both together have this result : the in-

dividual is only to a very small extent brought

into a concrete connection with all the things that

compose his life-environment and his own crea-

tive activity. And so no one has the concrete re-

lationship to reality which earlier men had. This

relationship not only produced far greater values,

characteristic of all earlier cultures, but also the

greater mental strength and the undoubtably

greater mental health of earlier centuries.

The earlier man, who himself did all things he

needed for his life, also had a greater practical

knowledge, a better wisdom, concerning the world

about him and his relationship to it. This does

not mean that we should advertise a "retournons

a la nature," give up all values of our civilization,

produce fire by friction, make all our own tools,

measure time by the sun, and do away with auto-

mobiles, railroads and the telegraph; but that we
should find equivalences for this all-too-necessary

orientation in a modern educational way. We be-

lieve science can give us all necessary knowledge,
but this is only an abstract and intellectual gift. A
real, practical knowledge of life cannot be gained

through science alone.

There is, of course, little credence in the belief

that only through handicraft can such a knowl-

edge be won, especially through such aids as can

be truly called therapeutical. Yet the necessity of

having a real intercourse with the materials of our:

life-world, with wood, stone, metal, cloth and

thread, certainly gives a sounder relationship tft

the whole of the civilized world than does mere

second-hand reading. And to learn and practice

the art of measurement ;
to be forced to exactness

in the production of this or that object; to prac-

tice repetition and reproduction in handicraft ac-

tivity, such as knitting a gown or carving a tool
j

these give a definite connection, a "sympathy/'
with all similar processes in the environmental

world.

In this respect we learn great things by doing

small things. Whoever has trained himself to ex*

actitude, punctuality, eye-measuring and other

skills in the handicrafts, will exhibit the same

qualities in the wider spheres of life. He will be

more certain in his knowledge of distance and

time. He will be more prompt and will recognize

many things which had been unknown or uncer-

tain to him before. One cannot stress too much

the tragic influence life in our technical and over-

industrialized world has on the mass neuroses and

other mental ailments of our time. The sound

mind needs a concrete relationship to its environ-

ment. Without this, insecurity and "anxiety create

mild or even serious mental diseases. Everyone
knows of the humorous types among modern pro-

fessional women and borough chairmen. These

and many other social-abnormal traits of our age,

we usually take as curiosities ; however, from the

psychopathological point of view they are un-

happy results of our whole civilization. They
must be counterbalanced by a kind of recreation i

for which the best remedium seems to be a truly

developed handicraft education and handicraft

culture. Everyone has these traits, even if he be-

lieves they are the peculiar possession of his neigh-

bor. Nevertheless, everyone feels that he needs

some equivalences. Indeed, it is this very unaware-

ness of actual causes that makes it so difficult to

recognize the beneficial elements of this recrea-

tion therapy.

The Practical Side

Of course, this large field cannot be treated

more thoroughly in such a brief article. All that;

can be done is to add a few paragraphs about that

(Continued on page 265)
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Where Night Is Turned Into Day

SOMEONE

has said that the only way of

lengthening the day is stealing a few

hours from the night. The Decatur, Il-

linois, Recreation Department has done just

this.

Back in 1935 the city's recreation officials

saw the need of lengthening the hours of

play. The necessity for meeting the increasing de-

mand for recreation with limited facilities was a

real problem. The city sought to solve this prob-

|

lem by extending the day through the artificial

lighting of its recreation areas. This was not a

1 new idea but with us it proved a real solution.

When the first set of lights was installed the rec-

ireation program was financed through the Com-

munity Chest and through contributions from the

city, park and school boards. (Decatur has since

voted for a permanent recreation system.) Funds

for any additional developments in the way of

i facilities had to be secured from all who cared to

share in what was to be a profitable investment

dividends in happiness and satisfaction!

The first ground was lighted as an experiment.

'Donations were received from industrial fellow-

ship clubs, from the police and fire departments

who put on an annual baseball game to raise

money, and from

'dads' clubs. La-

bor for the erec-

Ition of the lights

was supplied by
ithe city. A real

.transformation

[was the result.

Boys and girls

who had previ-

jously loafed on

; street corners or

park benches
took an active in-

terest in the pro-

The lighting of

play areas makes
folk dancing at

night possible

The only way of lengthening the day, some
one has said, is to steal a few hours from

the night. 1 he Recreation Department of

Decatur, Illinois, has done exactly that!

By CHARLES K. BRIGHTBILL

Superintendent of Public Recreation

Decatur, Illinois

gram, and men and women from industry joined

adult baseball and volley ball leagues. The entire

neighborhood showed a new spirit.

This experiment proved only the beginning of

our lighting program. Not satisfied with one ac-

complishment, the officials in charge launched a

definite program to achieve the lighting of all the

grounds in the city in a certain period of years.

The following summer four more playgrounds
were lighted, three of them in cooperation with

the local school district. By this plan the schools

and the Recreation Department shared the cost of

purchasing the equipment, with the understanding

that the schools would use the lights for their

(Continued on page 265)



Question : My supervisor wants me to promote

leagues but my boys don't want to be bothered

with regular teams. They prefer to "pick up sides"

and there are always just enough on the play-

ground at one time to have two teams. Can you

offer a suggestion?

Answer : More power to your supervisor ! He
has the right idea. He probably could tell you how
to run leagues but maybe he is trying you out just

to see how resourceful you are. You will please

him and your youngsters and throw out your
chest if you successfully organize several leagues.

It can be done. Try this plan. Select four leaders.

Explain that you want to try out the league idea

and get them to promise to help. Supply paper,

pencils, and a list of 40 or 50 names. Hold a

drawing. Number I picks a player, then number

2 takes a man. So do 3 and 4. Now permit num-

ber 4 to pick another, then number 3, 2 and i

make selections. Give number i first choice on

the next round and continue until every man has

ten or twelve players. Now arrange the schedule

for a round or six games. Explain that captains

will hold daily meetings and that each can add

new names and that players can be traded (big

league stuff) with the consent of the other cap-

tains. If the league has been successful and the

players have enjoyed the games the teams will

soon have too many players. Here is your chance

to multiply by dividing! Select two, or prefer-

ably four more captains (don't be afraid of skele-

ton teams) and set up more teams either as an

eight team league or two four team leagues. With

good luck and good manage-
ment you will soon have a

good many teams playing in

leagues.

Here are a few helpful hints

1. Use score cards and see

that line ups, substitutions,

goals, fouls, scores or hits

are kept with accuracy. Pre-

serve these cards. Post team

standings regularly.

2. In the early days permit
a team which is short of

players to fill out with non-

team members. A good rule
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With this issue we are initiating the

plan of publishing a Question and
Answer page in RECREATION. L C.

Gardner, Superintendent of Wesley
House, St. Louis, has started the ball

rolling by sending us the material we
are presenting in this issue.

The page is an experiment, and it will

not be successful unless readers of the

magazine give us their hearty coopera-
tion. Write us about some of the ques-
tions which are troubling you and we will

try to secure answers from those who
have faced similar problems.

Let us make this page one to which
readers will look forward each month.

is to have the opposing captain designate the "fill

in" players.

3. Have boundary lines, or foul lines clearly

marked. Chalk or whiting will do indoors. Out-

doors a mark can be scratched with a pick or a

large nail.

4. Make it a rule never to umpire or referee.

Train your officials, including score keepers and

timers, at special meetings.

Question : On hot summer days our attendance

falls off because the youngsters go swimming.
Hoiv can playground workers meet this problem?
Answer: We are told that when the mountain

would not come to Mohammed he went to the

mountain. Can you blame your youngsters if they

prefer to splash in cool water instead of playing

on a hot playground? Isn't swimming just as

beneficial as anything they might do on the play-

ground ? Why not arrange to go with them at ap-

pointed times? (Of course you will get permis-

sion to leave the playground.) If you help them

enjoy their swimming hour they are likely to come

to the playground for other activities. Hot weath-

er, rainy days, and counter attractions should be

regarded as a challenge to your resourcefulness.

Question : Volley Ball is not popular with the

people in my neighborhood. I like the game and

want it to become a regular part of our program.

Please advise me.

Answer: Two suggestions come to mind. First r

as to equipment. Keep your court neatly marked.

Have a good ball available at

all times. Keep the net in

good condition and tightly

stretched. This is important.

Second, to stimulate interest

in Volley Ball you might

break the game down to its

elements and run contests.

Serving for distance. Serv-

ing for accuracy draw

squares on the ground and

try to hit a given square with

a served ball. Put groups of

five on one side of the court

(Continued on page 267)
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A Community 0oes Vacationing
By CAROLYN NICE

WE
IN MOORESTOWN made the same mistake

that so many small and semi-rural com-

munities have made when we attempted to

imitate the city playgrounds in our summer rec-

reation program. I blush to say that until last

year we even called the summer program a "play-

ground program," and we deliberately and inex-

cusably closed our eyes to the possibilities of our

peculiar assets, and failed to realize that in our

own backyards and the warm welcome of our

cedar woods and lakes we had the equipment for

a particularly happy summer ! What need to copy
tlte routine necessary to urban areas when we
could look about us and see opportunities for a

far richer program ? In the hope that our experi-

ment in Moorestown may prove interesting or en-

couraging to those who are faced with similar

problems, I am presenting a brief summary of the

summer experiment of 1936.

A few miles from Philadelphia, on the New
Jersey side, Moorestown spreads her population
of 7,500 along five miles of old King's Highway.
For any kind of social activity the town must be

considered in three distinct sec-

tions. Lenola, separated from the

town proper by a mile and a half

of farm land, is a cluster of small

bungalows occupied by people at-

tempting to own their homes.

Their struggle is not only finan-

cial but cultural as well. The

Miss Nice is Director of Girls'

Activities at the Moorestown

Community House. The program
she describes here was carried

on under her leadership and

that of Charles Juliano, Director

of Activities for Men and Boys.

Negro population of some 700, literally "across

the tracks" to the north, is made up largely of a

group independent through Moorestown domestic

service and eager for recreation. Moorestown

proper has its 4,000 typical small town home own-

ers and house renters with the expected diversi-

fied interests. Culture and wealth have more than

the usual representation in a large group of beau-

tiful homes and estates whose owners contribute

materially to the welfare and character of the

town.

Perhaps we may be excused for being unduly

proud of one of the finest and most beautiful com-

munity houses in the country, a gift from one of

Moorestown's citizen friends. A rambling red

brick house of Old English architecture gives

Moorestonians access to a perfectly equipped

gymnasium, swimming pool, library, rooms for

games, club meetings and a nursery school. On
the surrounding grounds are tennis and quoit

courts and a play area. In their own offices in the

building trained social workers and visiting nurses

are accessible for family or individual consulta-

tion and service and we are

learning to use them all. Supple-

mentary centers in Lenola and

the colored section provide game
and club rooms, and each section

has its own ball field. Within a

ten mile radius of the town, acres

of pine woods, lakes and perma-
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nent camp sites offer places '-Suitable for picnics,

hiking and overnight .camping. Moorestown's

proximity to seashore resorts
and metropolitan at-

tractions makes a vacatidn recreation group an

ever-changing one.

No one would have discovered, in the simple

summer set-up for '1936, any trace of the arti-

ficial 1935 program. The plan read like a grand

summer holiday for the entire community. One

glanced down the page to find handcrafts on Mon-

days and Wednesdays two hours without inter-

ruption to draw, carve, paint, saw and hammer.

Alternate days held promise of cool swims for

every child, free of charge, where even the most

timid might learn to keep afloat. Tennis, the com-

pletely summer game, had its intricacies demon-

strated and taught in the early afternoon. And the

gymnasium offered space enough for everyone to

try tap dancing later. An hour of story-telling,

with its sequel of story play, meant .dress-up fun

for little girls. The spell of baseball held a sum:

mer's entertainment for all the boys, with leagues

in all parts of town and a field within easy walk-

ing distance. This promised twilight diversion for

girls and parents half the evenings of the week.

A beach, a lake, a lunch and a hot summer day
who doesn't love a picnic? Picnics for everyone,

with the weather man under contract for plenty of

sunshine ! Caravan trips for all day at camp, or

overnight camping in the pines beside a lake

promised a weekly specialty for the Girl Scouts,

while the boys were booked for a trip to see the

"Phillies" play.

Handcraft Had Its Enthusiasts

The program was not mere pleasant reading ;
it

worked! A crowd waited impatiently for the

opening hour of the handcraft period each day
and trooped in, intent upon the unfinished work

or eager for a new project. From simple forms

of craft work which each child did as a prerequi-

site to the more difficult and expensive pieces, in-

terest and endeavor ran high. From the beginning
of a design on paper until the last nail was pound-
ed there was rarely a lapse into indifference.

There were things for the children to make for

themselves, and there were articles to be made for

others. The major part of the handcraft allot-

ment of $40 went for tools, paint, nails, glue and

shellac. A very small percentage bought materials,

yet 250 children made 550 articles during the

summer, and all of them went into use! Materi-

als were literally picked up scrap copper, lead

and tin from a local plumber at a nominal cost;

wood from packing boxes successfully camou-

flaged with paint ; ordinary window lights for sil-

houettes; serpentines for colorful ash trays and

coasters, and scrap leather for belts.

In the Pool

In the pool the water sports were as popular as

they always seem to be. The tiniest of the tiny ;

tots stepped off the bottom step to find her nose
|

submerged under two inches of blue water, her
|

eyes showing round and surprised above it. Noth-

ing daunted, she persevered until the dead man's!

float and swimming the width of the pool were

mere preliminaries to the day's lesson. Some fortyW
odd children under eight years of age swarmed I

into the pool the first period each morning, girls!

and boys on alternate days. With junior life savers

as assistants for the more timid, every child man-

aged to overcome fear of the water and do at least 1

the dead man's float, while the majority really |
learned a stroke that would carry them across the

pool. There was also an hour for the eight to

twelve-year-olds and special advanced lessons forl

the junior life savers.

Irresistible Rhythm
The rhythm of music for many youngsters was

expressed in bodily movement, in the
interpreta-J

tion of phrase and time through dancing. From

Mary Ann who had just turned three to fourteen-

year-old Sally, seventy rhythm-minded youngsters

tapped through a summer of "Polish Your Shoe,"

"Rubber Legs," "Turkey in the Straw," aifd

"East Side, West Side." For a thorough enjoy-

ment of the rhythm of popular or folk tunes, tap,

clog and soft shoe dancing offer an activity that

has no substitute. More than that, it is fun and

what better recommendation could there be ?

Baseball in All Kinds of Weather

Even the hottest afternoon did not discourage
'

the tennis enthusiasts. With determination they

swung their racquets through lesson practice and

match games. Baseball, the ail-American game,
would spring to life on the ball field even on a

hot summer day when one boy appeared, bat and

ball in hand. In five minutes the game was well

under way. Twilight ball for the men was nearly

as spontaneous and drew all the non-playing neigh-

borhood to cheer, advise and console the teams.

Every evening found games of softball or hard

(Continued on page 268} \



Batter Up!'

Milwaukee has held its

first baseball school,

and the story of this

interesting venture is

full of human interest

Courtesy Ohio WPA

\TTER UP !" America's great
national game gets under

way again ... in backyards,
on sandlots, in imposing and costly

metropolitan stadiums. It begins,

too, with new zest for Brooks.

Brooks is eight or rather eight
and a half to be exact and as full

of up-and-at 'em as any boy in

Milwaukee's classrooms or its play-

grounds. "I can't understand him," said Mother

Boyce to Brooks' dad when he came home that

evening. "He positively refuses to comb his hair

or let any one touch it. What do you suppose has

gotten into him ?"

It came out when dad questioned him.

"So even though you weren't old enough, Don

Dyer took you to the opening of the Municipal
Recreation Department's new Baseball School?

.... u-m-m-m, i SEE !" Hadn't he been one of the

300 boys who sat with goggle eyes and mouths
like O's in the social center school gym watching
Fabian Gaffke show how he gripped his bat, how
he stood in the batter's box and took a cut at that

white pill that Lefty Grove whizzed over the left

corner of the plate? "Gee, Dad, you shoulda seen

'im ! He's with the Boston Red Sox now ....

they took 'im right from the Milwaukee team!!

Gee, you shoulda seen 'im!" And the movies . . .

Lefty Grove, Wes Ferrell, Lou Gehrig and all of

them ! And wonder of miracles, as Gaffke finished

answering the dozens of eager questions from all

over the gym, didn't he come right off the plat-

form and sit plunk down beside Brooks to watch

the movies himself. A never-to-be-forgotten mo-
ment a hero-dream come true !

Then Mr. Dyer had said they would have to

leave, even though it was not over. Leave? Leave

that precious seat ? Mists had come to those brown

eyes, and he'd tripped going down the aisle as he

vainly kept his head turned in an endeavor to keep
his hero in sight. But wise assistant director that

he is, Don Dyer had glimpsed that furtive tear on

the wet lashes as they had passed through the

door, so he stopped and said, "Brooks, don't you
think you'd better go back and tell Gaffke good-

bye ?" Glory be ! With heart pounding like twin

trip-hammers and cap twisted in twitching fingers

had he not gone back through that crowded aisle

and stammered a "Good luck, Mister Gaffke, an'

an', an' I hope you make good with the Red

Sox !" And had not that big barrel-chested fellow

with an understanding heart as big as a ball park

grinned a wide grin as he reached over with a

paw the size of a small ham and ruffled the hair

of the eight-year-old touslehead ? "Thanks a heap,

son ;
I'll do my best for you !" he said.

"Would YOU comb YOUR hair, Dad, if he'd done

that to YOU? Would you now?" Brooks wanted

to know .... no common ordinary comb was go-

ing to profane THAT touch; not much! "A comb

can't get through a halo, Margaret," said Mr.
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Boyce to his wife afterward. And it didn't for

three full days!
Teach baseball to boys? Teach fish to swim?

Well, nearly 4,000 youngsters like Brooks vol-

untarily attended the indoor sessions one after-

noon a week for three weeks in four different

social centers, one in each quarter of Milwaukee.

They gaped at their big-league teachers who were

doing their bit for American boydom before leav-

ing for their spring-training trips; they asked a

thousand questions "When do you get up in the

morning?" "What do you eat?" "Will you really

see Dizzy Dean?" "How do you train?" "What

signals does your team use ?" Milwaukee natives,

these big-leaguers with a zest for kids and a

memory of their own back-lot boyhood took it

swinging! Chet Laabs of the Detroit Tigers, Jack
Kloza of the Milwaukee Club, George McBride,
former manager of the Washington Senators,

Steve Cozington, former Chicago White Sox

player, Lou Nahin, Vice-President of the Milwau-

kee Club which last year furnished the baseballs

for over seventy-five "kid" teams in the new

school-boy "Stars of Yesterday" league, with each

team named after a popular Milwaukee team

player, they took it and liked it!

Then, after those three weeks, came the out-

door sessions of this interesting baseball school

originated by Gerald Muller, one of the Depart-
ments recreation directors. These, under the direc-

tion of Bunny Brief, former third baseman for the

"Brewers," ran until June, when the one hun-

dred teams forming this year will swing into

league action over 1,200 boys playing the good
old hard-ball baseball on regulation diamonds in

four sections of the city! Brief, engaged by the

Municipal Department for the season, ran these

leagues following the eight weeks of "lessons."

"Professor" Brief used the method of teaching
the boys as they play, showing them how to play
all the positions, illustrating the rules of the game,

building into their very fibre the enduring quali-

ties inherent, in true sportsmanship. On rainy

days the field house provided the natural place for

"skull" talks and blackboard illustration. Before

"school" was out the boys had instruction in the

following :

CATCHER

1 How to size up batter

2 What pitches to call for

3 Watching men on bases

4 The throw to a base-pitchout, etc.

5 How to field bunts

6 How to study a pitcher

7 Backing up throws to first and third

8 How to tag runners at the plate

PITCHER

1 How to size-up batter

2 How to hold runners on bases

3 How to field bunts

4 Backing up throws to the infield from the outfield

5 When to back up the catcher on plays at the plate

6 When to cut off plays from the outfield to the

catcher

7 How to cover first base

FIRST AND THIRD BASE

1 How to tag the bag
2 Position with no one on base

3 Position with men on base

4 How to field bunts

5 How to tag runners

6 Where to throw the ball with men on base

7 How to assist in running down men trapped

between bases

8 Holding men on base

9 The outfield relay throw

SECOND BASE ANP SHORTSTOP

1 Position of fielder with respect to type of batter

2 Where to throw

3 Holding men on second

4 Taking the catcher's throw

5 How to tag the runner

6 Double plays

7 The short outfield fly

8 -Outfield relay throw

OUTFIELD

1 Playing the hitter

2 Judging the fly ball

3 Starting with the hit

4 Throwing after the catch

5 Where to throw on a clean hit with men on basesB

6 Where to throw after a catch with men on bases

7 Backing up, infield and outfield

8 Relaying the ball

BATTING

1 How to grip the bat

2 Stance at the plate

3 The swing
4 The bunt

5 Hitting behin'd the runner

6 The sacrifice hit

7 Hit-and-run play

8 The squeeze play

NOTE: The Athletic Institute, 209 South State Street,

Chicago, issues a number of bulletins of interest to rec-

reational groups in teaching boys the techniques of base-

ball. One of these is entitled "How to Conduct a Base-

ball School."



"You're On the Air!"

A presentation of some of the values of

radio dramatics in the recreation program

p TO THE present time, the

uses of radio in connec-

tion with recreational ac-

tivities have been mainly of two

kinds: first, broadcast programs of various sorts

musical features, talks on special subjects, and

programs which have been utilized in connection

with recreational projects along similar lines of

interest ; and secondly, programs provided by rec-

reation departments for the encouragement of the

widespread interest which exists among boys in

the technical aspects of radio transmission and re-

ception. But little has been done in another fertile

field broadcasting itself as a leisure-time activity.

There are many persons, both youths and adults,

who are greatly interested in radio, which they

look upon (and rightly so) as sharing the romance

and glamor which have traditionally belonged to

its older cousins, the theater and the newspaper.

They desire a more intimate acquaintance with,

and if possible even participation in, the process

of broadcasting. As an adequate outlet for their

interest, as well as a refreshingly new activity for

! (established leisure-time drama groups, amateur

Iradio dramatics is filled with fascinating possi-

bilities.

As is well known, many great figures on the

(legitimate stage have turned to the radio as a new

land challenging dramatic medium, and many es-

jtablished playwrights have found in broadcasting
1

(welcome freedom from the physical limitations of

the stage. Mr. Archibald Mac-

'Leish's recent experiment in

radio drama, The Fall of the

City, has suggested the vast

artistic possibilities existing in

the new playhouse in which

the microphone is the only vis-

ible audience and the array of

sound-effect devices the only

properties. The group which

's found in every city, town,
and hamlet, putting on plays
Ifor the sheer joy of play-act-

By RICHARD D. ALTICK
Lancaster, Pennsylvania

Mr. Altick has for some time been as-

sociated with amateur radio dramatic

work, first as the founder and di-

rector of a successful radio little the-

ater composed of college students

and young business men and women,
and later as a member of the staff of

a broadcasting station. His experience
has convinced him that the recreation

program of any community which has

access to a broadcasting station can

be greatly enlivened and enrich-

ed by provision for radio dramatics.

ing, will find radio dramatics of

the keenest interest. There are

no problems of stage-setting or

lighting; no wearisome hours

spent in working up the proper gestures and ac-

tions
; no hall to hire, no tickets to sell. The atten-

tion of the entire group is centered upon the single

requisite of radio drama, which is, after all, the

essence of all drama, the effective use of the

spoken word.

Advantages in Radio Production of Drama
In addition, because radio not only eliminates the

visual side of the drama scenery, properties and

action but also makes memorizing unnecessary,

the company is relieved of the monotony which

often creeps into even the most enthusiastic ama-

teur enterprise as long weeks are spent in the

preparation of a single evening's entertainment.

Radio makes it possible to work on a new play

every week, or even oftener if circumstances per-

mit, and the company's repertoire and experience

can be enlarged indefinitely. One week the play

may be a farce, the next a serious problem-piece,

and the next a light romance
;
the variety is in-

finite, hence interest need never lag.

Again, radio makes it possible for the first time

for handicapped groups to present finished dra-

matic programs, since crippled children or adults,

for example, can produce as polished a broadcast

play as any normal group. Nor are there any
financial worries in radio dra-

matics for there are no ex-

penses but the cost of scripts,

and even this may be eliminat-

ed, as will be noted in a

moment.

The great success of such

national dramatic programs as

the "Lux Radio Theater," the

"March of Time," and the

popular serial stories has made

radio stations everywhere
more than eager to schedule
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local dramatic features. Station managers are de-

lighted to extend their facilities to amateur groups

of this sort, since the regular presentation of

dramas makes it possible to replace "fill-in" pro-

grams of records or transcriptions with "live

talent" features of great listener-interest, and cul-

tivates the good will of the community, without

which no station can flourish.

Some Technical Considerations

Radio drama has, of course, different script re-

quirements from stage plays. Action can only be

suggested, either by spoken lines or by appropri-

ate sounds, and brief explanatory comments may,

if necessary, be added by the announcer or nar-

rator. Amateur radio groups may obtain their

scripts from two sources : they may either secure

them at a small fee (usually two dollars for a half

hour script, royalty free) from reliable firms in

the large cities, which have thousands of plays

from which to choose, or write them themselves.

The latter method was used with outstanding

success in the company with which the writer was

associated. During the summer of 1936 it pre-

sented "Headlines on Review," a series of drama-

tizations of memorable events from the news of

the past, done in the manner of the "March of

Time," with authentic material culled from the

files in the morgue of the local newspapers, and

later a serial dealing with the adventures of a

sprightly girl, Jane Jarrett, and her friends. The

fate of Jane was determined from week to week

by the players themselves, who, after broadcast-

ing the current week's episode, sat like the gods

on Olympus to plan what would happen to their

heroine next. Thus the story was a composite of

the ideas of the entire cast, written up into final

form by one of their number. The results, espe-

cially the ingenious resolution of the crisis which

was invariably introduced at the end of each epi-

sode, to provide the suspense element, were highly

diverting.

If the group is large, it is preferable to choose

diversified scripts, complete in themselves, with

fairly large casting requirements, for presentation

in successive weeks, in order to use all the mem-

bers as often as possible and to provide all the

different "types" in the company with suitable

roles. In the smaller group, however, serials can

be used to good advantage, with the same charac-

ters appearing week after week. At all events,

there is no limit to the number of players who can

take part in radio drama. Commercial scripts may

call for as few as two characters and as many as]

fifteen, while groups writing their own plays may]
of course tailor them to fit the exact circumstances.

The production technique of radio plays is sim-|

pie and easily mastered. If no one in the groupll

has had previous radio experience, station stafiml

members will gladly offer advice and suggestions.!!

Female voices are placed close to the microphonelf
how close depends upon the type of microphone

being used and heavier male voices are placed at

a little distance. Whispered lines are spoken withl[

lips almost upon the mike, and shouting is done!'

several yards away. While gestures are totally!

superfluous so far as the radio audiences is con-"'

cerned, experienced radio actors use them asp

freely as if they were on the stage; some cannot

work up the proper "mood" without appropriates

actions. But, whatever gestures are used, the

players must remember always to face the micro-

phone at a set distance and never to make ex*
traneous sounds!

Technicians May Play Their Part

Transferring recreational dramatic activities

from the stage to the broadcasting studio does nola

mean that the mechanical crew is left behind. In-J

stead of scenery to design, build, and erect, and

lighting cues to follow, they have the important

job of supplying the sound effects so essential to

producing the illusion of a stage and players

where in reality there is only a receiving set!

They must prepare, and use at the proper cues,

such diversified effects as door bells, water being

poured from a pitcher into a glass, an automobile

crash, heavy footsteps on the floor, and a pas-

sionate kiss (which, in radio, is, more often than

not, the sound effects man kissing his own wrist

before a wide-open microphone). Some of the

more difficult effects, such as those of an angry

mob, orchestra tuning up, ferryboat whistle, and

traffic noises, may be purchased on records and

''mixed in" at the proper times by the station

control engineer. Nearly all commonly-used sound

effects have been recorded for use by amateur

groups, and are available at low prices. Most ?ta-

tions will purchase such effects for the" use of

their dramatic organizations.

The radio equivalent of the stage curtain is

music, which again may be provided either in the

studio or in the control room. Unless the group

has a small orchestra available, an organ is the

only advisable means of producing in the studio the

(Continued on page 269)
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Badmint

BADMINTON,

a tradi-

tional English game,
has become a leading

adult recreational activ-

ity in Oakland, Califor-

nia. The development has

been rapid and wide-

spread over the city with

groups springing up in

widely varied neighbor-

hoods. In school audi-

toriums, in gymnasiums,
in church halls the game
is being played by all age

levels and is particularly

successful with young
married people.

The Recreation De-

partment has encouraged
and organized many of

these groups on a "pay-

as-you-go'' basis. Reason-

ably priced rackets are

available and a small fee

is charged to cover the

purchase of birds.

Many organizations

wishing to see the game
before attempting to

gather a group have re-

quested demonstrations.

To satisfy these demands

and to further the sport

we have developed a

standard exhibition program which is used as

fully as time permits. The program is designed

to give a quick introduction to technique, rules,

and play of Badminton. The standard program is :

1. Explanatory discussion, consisting of a brief

history of the game, its advantages, a description

of the playing rules, description of court, racket

and bird.

2. Technical demonstration (by two players)

consisting of a demonstration of proper footwork,

proper grip on racket, and proper swing of the

racket in the various types of shot used in

Badminton.

3. Mixed doubles exhibition, used largely to

demonstrate the co-recreational possibilities of the

on

By HOWARD B. HOLMAN
Supervisor of Boys' Activities

Recreation Department

Oakland, California

This picture, taken at the end of an over-

head smash, shows both players in good form

i).

game. Four players par-

ticipate with a. referee in

the chair to announce

scoring and technical

points.

4. Men's doubles exhi-

bition, used as a climax

to demonstrate the stren-

uous exercise derived
from the game when pro-

perly played. Four play-
ers play as vigorously as

possible while a referee

announces point score as

in the mixed doubles.

For the information of

our demonstrators we
have compiled a bulletin

of general and technical

data on the game. This

bulletin is used to good
advantage in preparation
of the discussions and in

instruction of beginners.
Parts of it follow.

Background Infor-

mation

I. General Data

A. "The good single

player must have the

footwork of a light-

weight boxer, the

wind of a marathon runner, the quickness of

eye and hand of a man fighting a swarm of

bees with a lead pencil."

The court 44 feet long by 20 feet wide

has two alleys i' 6" wide on each side a

center line, a short service line 6' 6" from

the net and a long service line 2' 6" from

end line.

The racket miniature tennis racket weight

4% to 5*4 oz. strung with fine gauge silk

or gut.

The bird made of a half-round cork cov-

ered with kid leather, and feathered with 16

feathers, weight 75-85 grains. (The best

feathers come from Czecho-Slovakia from
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the geese grown in captivity feathers are

oily.)

E. The play entirely on the volley no bounces.

F. Game may be played single or in doubles.

Encyclopedia Brittannica, "A good single

match is admittedly more strenuous than a

match at lawn tennis."

II. History

A. Rudiments of the game are known to have

existed in China in several games played

B.C.

B. The beginnings of definite play an un-

named Indian game. The Bristish Army
Southern Command took up the game and

named it "Poona" after the city in which

they had headquarters.

c. Introduction to Western world 1873 at the

Duke of Beauforts' estate "Badminton" in

Gloucestershire, England. Started by a

group of army men home on leave during a

rainy week-end. Used champagne corks

and chicken feathers for bird, and tennis

rackets.

D. 1885 Game was immensely popular every-

where in England.

E. The laws of the game were codified in 1893

in London.

F. In the U. S. A. introduced in 1876. First

club, the New York Badminton Club or-

ganized in 1878. Qualification for member-

ship only good looking young ladies were

eligible. (This is the oldest club in the

world. )

G. Pacific Coast desultory play for fifteen

years, sudden boom in last three. Now major
recreational activity.

I. Advantages and Attractions

A. The court is small.

B. The court is easily set up and taken down,

c. The game is short 10-15 minutes.

D. The rackets are light, easily handled.

E. Requires no particular surface.

F. Can be played in or out-of-doors.

G. The exercise can be graded.
1. More strenuous than tennis

2. May be a quiet, easy game
H. The game is co-recreational on a par.
i. The game is sociable fun at any level,

j. The game can be played at mixed levels of

ability.

Tactics

I. Service

A. Take position near center of court (singles

especially).

B. Determine your action by opponents' position,

c. Always strike bird as near waist as legal

to give flat parabola of flight.

D. Five effective possibilities :

1. Short backhand hit at top of net and to

receiver's backhand.

2. Short forehand low to draw receiver

from center line.

3. Long backhand high as possible to off-:

balance opponent.

4. Long forehand high as possible to;

crowd opponent away from center.

5. Smash a hard hit shot should be aimed

close to opponent's body.

E. For effectiveness the short shots must be

aimed just to clear the net and drop as

quickly as possible should be hit with a

loose wrist.

F. The long serve must be high and deep to

avoid a smash return. Hit with a locked

wrist and a full swing.

G. Smash service must be aimed close to op-

ponents' body to prevent smash return. This

should be used infrequently for maximum
effectiveness.

H. Attempt should be made to make the back-

swing and downswing of the serve exactly
the same for every type of shot to prevent

anticipation by your opponent.

i. All serves should be played for corners.

II. Forehand Shots

A. Shots should be hit at openings always.

B. It is a good general rule never to drive a

shot diagonally across the center of the net.

(Allows opponent to gain center court.)

c. Shots should be hit deep down side lines

when possible.

D. Short shots should be aimed at front corners

of court, never at center of net.

E. Try to pull opponent off the center court.

F. Try to attain the center court after each shot.

III. Backhand Shots

A. Hold shot if possible until opponent makes
move. (Usual follow-up by opponent will

be a charge toward net.)

(Continued on page 270)
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COMMUNITY Ser-A Community

L J-.T v
"

vice of Boston has or-
Boat Club

ganized a community
boat club whose pur-

se will be to stimulate or to encourage rowing
and boating on Charles River Basin. Anyone will

be eligible for membership "who has contributed

the cost of materials for one boat or who by his

labor has contributed the equivalent of the full

work on one boat, or who owns a boat and applies

for membership providing that each and all of

the above submit to the regulations made by the

boat club boating committee." It is proposed to

charge dues of 10^ a piece for each member of

groups of ten who come together to build and use

a boat for which materials have been supplied by
their settlement house or other agencies.

A School Playgounds
Federation

OKLAHOMA City,

Oklahoma, has a

School Playgrounds
Federation organized

in the summer of 1935, whose objective is "to

maintain an organized center of thought and ac-

tion among the school- playground representatives

of the city; to sponsor such activities as will tend

to raise the standard and character of the recrea-

tional program, and to foster and increase a lively

public interest therein." In the summer of 1906

there was a total attendance of 597,600 children

and adults on the school playgrounds, as com-

pared with a total number of 187,463 in 1935.

7TT THE first annual
Honoring New York s , f , ~.,

_.
, -f . . award of the City

Park Commissioner . ,
. , T ir

Club of New York to

a non-elective public

official for meritorious service was presented in

May to Park Commissioner Robert Moses. The

award, which will be made each year, is covered

I by a special trust fund, the gift of Ralph M.

Levey, a member of the Club. In making the

I
citation the Board of Trustees of the Club said,

"To you as Commissioner of the Department
of Parks we are happy to tender the first annual

award of the City Club of New York in recogni-

I tion of three years of extraordinary service to the

j

people of the City. . . . The vast achievements of

these three amazing years performed in addition

to other public construction and administration

tasks of the first magnitude are the projection
of your devotion, energy and brains. They con-

stitute in our judgment the major contribution of

our generation to the improvement of the condi-

tions of life in our city."

Twirling
Batons

THE report of the

Board of Park Com-
missioners of the City

of Salem, Massachu-

setts for 1936 tells of a novel activity in baton

twirling which was initiated in 1935. Instruction

was given on each of the ten playgrounds at least

twice and sometimes three times weekly. There

was a great deal of enthusiasm among the children

for this activity and there were between thirty

and forty in attendance at the average class.

Music in the

Square

CHARACTERIZED as one

of the pleasantest fea-

tures of the Constitu-

tional celebration, the

daily programs given at noon by the Police and

Firemen's Band of Philadelphia in Independence

Square are drawing large crowds. "It ought to

be considered," states a Philadelphia paper in an

editorial, "whether this mid-day musical interval

should not be made one of the permanent ameni-

ties of Philadelphia life when weather permits
"

Drama in East Orange,
New Jersey

FOLLOWING the

summer playground

program in dramatics

and dancing there was

so much interest in children's drama on the play-

grounds of East Orange that a Saturday morning
children's theater was started. Two plays were

given last fall to a full house of parents and

friends. An admission charge of 10 cents was

made to cover the cost of the costume material.

The plays combined drama, dancing and singing,

thus using talent from the various dancing classes

for children of all ages held each winter at the

Elmwood Park field house. The beautiful cos-

tumes used were made at the field house by a

WPA sewing instructor and by children and

adults attending the sewing classes.

The Little Theater sponsored by the Board of

255



256 WORLD AT PLAY

Reliable Shufileboard Equipment
$6.00 - $8.00 - $ 1 0.00 - $ 1 5.00 Sets

10 cents brings plan Standard Court

Old Ring Toss Game, 50c - 75c - $ 1 .00

DAYTONA BEACH SHUFFLEBOARD CO.
Dept. F PHILMONT, N. Y.

Recreation Commissioners was organized early in

1936 following a drama institute conducted by

the Board. The present group consists of seventy-

five enrolled members, men and women interested

in some phase of Little Theater activity acting,

stage management, workshop programs and

classes. It has attracted some of the outstanding

talent of East Orange and surrounding communi-

ties, and a number of Broadway successes have

been presented. The group, though sponsored by

the Recreation Department, is self-governing and

partially self-supporting, the Little Theater di-

rector being supplied the Recreation Department

through the WPA Recreation Division. By a pro-

vision of the Little Theater constitution and by-

laws, the secretary of the Recreation Commission

and the director of recreation serve as members of

its Board of Directors, the secretary serving as

treasurer of the group. During the past year the

director of recreation has served as president.

Dancing in Mt. Vernon Dances are con-

ducted weekly by the Recreation Commission of

Mt. Vernon, New York, which issues season

membership tickets for which no charge is made.

In addition to modern dancing, the Commission

since 1931 has conducted evenings of old-fash-

ioned dances. A special night of the week is set

aside for colored citizens.

Using Available Facilities Faced with the

necessity for increasing facilities to provide em-

ployment for the WPA and NYA workers as-

signed to the Salt Lake City, Utah, City Recrea-

tion Department, the department has made a suc-

cessful community center of a summer playground
field house equipped with a stove. Two small

stores have been rented and a successful nursery
school is being conducted in one, a handcraft cen-

ter in the other. The department is sponsoring
recreation activities in the Y. W. C. A. building

and the neighborhood house.

Our National Resources In the wise utiliza-

tion of our national resources there is a field for

advance study and research of increasing signifi-

cance. The American University Graduate School,

Washington, D. C., has formulated its program in

such a way as to emphasize the essential unity of

the resources problem. It thus will serve also

those who, being specialists in some one aspect

such as forestry, wash to see the resources prob-

lem as a whole. Advanced courses in special topics

will be offered for those who wish to take advan-

tage of the presence in Washington of a number

of outstanding specialists in their particular field.

The courses are open to graduates of forestry, en- '

gineering and agricultural colleges. All inquiries

and applications for admission should be directed

to the Registrar of the Graduate School, the

American University, 1901 F Street, Washing-
ton, D. C.

A New Year-Round City Wyandutte,
Michigan, has been added to the list of Michigan
cities with year-round recreation programs undeij
full time leadership. Under the sponsorship of a

city recreation commission and with a six thou

sand dollar budget appropriated by the City Coun-

cil, Benjamin Yack, Superintendent of Recrea-

tion has initiated a program of activities.

A "Supreme Court" for Basketball The De-

partment of Recreation of Akron, Ohio, has or-1

ganized a "supreme court" of five members who^
are elected by managers of teams in the amateur

basketball league of the city to pass on matters
]

which cannot be settled by the respective league

presidents.

Important Events in Pontiac, Michigan -
Red letter events in Pontiac, Michigan, were the

donation by the Kiwanis Club of two wading

pools and the establishment by the Club of a five-

year program including a $500 a year gift to the

playground. Under the City Engineer the WPA
has constructed ten tennis courts and the Federal

government has furnished leadership costing

$15,909.82, enabling the recreation program to be

greatly enlarged. The factories are taking greater
interest in recreation for their employees and with

the help of the Recreation Department have or-

ganized athletic and sport leagues. All available

gymnasia will be used every night in the week

during the winter. Overcrowding may necessitate

use of school buildings, the building of a com-

munity center or a Y. M. C. A.
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POPULAR

QUALITY

WOOD BEAD CRAFT
PORCELAIN TILE CRAFT
CUBE BEAD CRAFT
THE A/eu, Patented INDIAN BEAD LOOM

Send for descriptive literature, sample
cards and instruction booklets!

Serving Institutions For a number of years
the Junior League of Reading, Pennsylvania, lias

maintained in cooperation with the School Dis-

trict and the Municipal Recreation Department
the Tyson-Schoener Recreation Center. In addi-

tion the League pays for the salary of a worker

in the recreation department to visit institutions

promoting play activities. There are now nine in-

btitutions being visited by this worker. Recently

(the Junior League sponsored a horse show to

raise money for its recreational activities.

A Memorial Park In his will Arthur Wil-

iams, retired vice-president of the New York
Edison Company, who died in April, suggested

piat a part of his estate at Roslyn Harbor includ-

ing the carillon tower and the pond be set aside

ks a memorial park.

Increasing a Recreation Budget The bud-

get for public recreation in Dearborn, Michigan,
ifor the coming year will be $49,979 as against

$32,085 for the year just closing. This provides

for salary increases of the executive and import-

ant personnel in the playground and community
center division of the local department. In addi-

tion a woman assistant will be employed for the

first time to direct activities for girls and women.

A Bond Issue Approved The voters of

Houston, Texas, approved on April 5th the issu-

ing of bonds including $200,000 for parks and

$50,000 for swimming pools.

Cincinnati's Radio City Some time ago an

old gymnasium building was moved to the C. & O.

grounds in Cincinnati and reconstructed. A num-

ber of election booths have been added to serve

as a branch library, toy lending library, storeroom

and play leader's office. A school colony building

has been converted into a branch of the natural

history museum, and now Radio City, so-called,

has sprung up centering around a curious struc-

ture made by putting together three booths and

opening one into the other. Radio City has be-
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Every day, in spring, sum-
mer and fall, thousands of young peo-

ple use the athletic field, the tennis court, the track,
the baseball diamond, the indoor cage, for the kind
of play that is intended to produce strong muscles
and sturdy frames.

The perplexing question that is constantly before
the athletic instructor is "how shall we treat these

play areas to produce clean, healthy, compact, dust-

less, natural surfaces."

The Solvay Calcium Chloride treatment is the

answer. It binds the surface through its compact-
ing action and prevents surface cracking and weed-

growth does away with dust entirely reduces
the danger of infection cuts sunglare to a mini-
mum all at a cost so low that it can be fitted

without strain into today's reduced budgets.

Solvay Calcium Chloride has for many years been
used by leading schools, universities and athletic as-

sociations. It is a clean, odorless, and harmless
material that may be applied either by hand or

spreader just as it comes from the package (in
small white flakes) . It does not affect tennis balls or
other equipment. Complete information will be sent

upon request.

SOLVAY
TRADE MARK REG. U. S. PAT. OFF.

Calcium Chloride
SOLVAY SALES CORPORATION

Alkalies and Chemical Products Manufactured by
The Solvay Process Company

come the manufacturing center for miniature bt

effective radio sets. It is the hobby shop of th

C. & O. grounds.

Community Street Dances Last summe

the Akron, Ohio, Recreation Department inaugu

rated community street dances, nine of whic

were held during July and August with an attend

ance of 2,500. Certain streets were blocked oi

from traffic. Corn meal was sprinkled over th

pavement and the asphalt street surfacing serve

as a temporary dance floor. Colored lights, strun

overhead, lent an atmosphere of gaiety. Th

WPA dance orchestra furnished music for mos

of the dances. .'-These gay summer evenings,

states the annual Report of the Department, "pro

vided inexpensive entertainment since no admis

sion was charged for persons of all ages. The

signify the return of family group entertaihmen

with the same 1

spirit of fun afforded by the barj

dances and corn huskings of old." So success^

did the dances prove that this year more are be

ing held. The Recreation Department has adde<

to its equipment a trailer for transporting chairs

lights and other equipment to various parts o

the city.

Park Areas in Roanoke K. Mark Coweri

Superintendent of Recreation, Roanoke, Virginia

reports that in January the Freeholders of th<

city voted a bond issue of $48,000 for the acqui

sition of three new tracts of land for park pur

poses. These tracts contain a total of 34.71 acres

bringing the total park acreage upto 291.8 acres

Two of the tracts, all of which are extremely de-

sirable, are additions to the city's present parks

The third is in a section of the city not at presenl

served by a playground. The fact that it is locat-

ed next to the junior high school building makes

it a particularly important addition to the city's

recreation facilities.

40 Rector Street New York

Tapping the Reserves of Power
(Continued from page 214)

creative power in men is to stir the imaginatioi

to accept the responsibilities of life with a sensti

of adventure, to harness the resources of natun

for the benefit of man, to develop the spiritual re<

sources, to eliminate the dangers of boredom.

Directions for activities are always accessible >

directions for understanding, information as
t(j

what constitutes education, is difficult to findj

F
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j 'PLAYGROUND
APPARATUS

Get this Catalog of

Safety Playground Equipment
EVERWEAR complete selection of Playground apparatus offers you
something more than durability and playability. It guarantees
SAFETY in every piece of equipment.

The 1937 EVERWEAR catalog describes the new safety swings
rubber encased which take the injury element out of swings ... it includes a really
safe climbing apparatus . . . and exclusive features on merry-go-rounds, slides and ladders

that make for safety. There is a reason why EVERWEAR playground equipment is found
on finest playgrounds everywhere. It is the equipment you can depend on for safety,

durability and economy.

Send for your copy of this catalog TODAY and see how EVERWEAR can fill your play-

ground needs. There is no charge. Just fill in and mail the coupon below.

EverWiar
Manufacturing Company

SPRINGFIELD, OHIO

EVERWEAR also manufactures a complete line of

beach and pool equipment. If you wish to have

this catalog, mark coupon.

EVERWEAR MANUFACTURING COMPANY
Springfield, Ohio (R)

Please send me the FREE catalog of EVERWEAR
playground equipment.

( ) I am also interested in beach and pool
apparatus.

(Name)

(Address)

(City) (State)

There are, however, guides in our creative dark-

ness a Marietta Johnson down in Fairhope,

Alabama ;
a Mearnes and a Coleman writing and

I experimenting and discovering among the children

(at Columbia, a Kimball out in California. These

jhave facts, living adventures to show the way.

! Eventually their leadership will be utilized in the

training of directors of recreation.

Perhaps the recreation leaders themselves may
(find their own resources and develop a spiritual

strength which will carry over into a new field of

: satisfactions and success in the development of in-

]tegrated, whole, creative personalities in the chil-

idren and the adults with whom they come in

contact.

The Recreation Executives Confer

(Continued from page 228)

F. S. Mathewson, Union County, N. J.

Arthur T. Noren, Elizabeth, N. J.

A. O. Anderson, St. Louis, Mo.

Josephine Randall, San Francisco, Calif.

Ernest Johnson, St. Paul, Minn.

J. J. Syme, Ontario, Canada
Tarn Deering, Cincinnati, Ohio
Nash Pliggins, Tampa, Florida

C. R. Wood, Durham, N. C.

If You Are Concerned

With Playgrounds
Are you going to be a playground director

this summer? Are you a member of a

board in charge of a recreation program?
Or are you a public-spirited citizen inter-

ested in seeing that your community has

an adequate playground system?

Whatever your association with play-

grounds, you will want to know of the

book, "Playgrounds Their Administra-

tion and Operation," by George D. Butler,

which has 402 pages of practical informa-

tion on the operation of playgrounds. Tt

is the only book devoted exclusively to this

subject, and the playground worker and

official will find it invaluable.

. . . Price $3.00

National Recreation Asssociation

315 Fourth Avenue New York City
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How
De-

Doo!

/ am introducing

STORY PARADE
A magazine for boys and girls

from 7 to 12

STORIES

VERSE

MUSIC

PICTURES

PLAYS

REVIEWS

"7 have found no material so excellently

adapted to meet the needs of present

day activities in the field of education

and recreation as that found in your

very unique magazine. . . ."

MARTHA B. ARCHER,

Pasadena Department of Recreation.

Subscriptions $1.50 in the United States

Canada $1.60; Foreign $1.75

Single copies 15 cents

SPECIAL OFFER . . . $2.50

STORY PARADE BOOK and one subscription

STORY PARADE
70 Fifth Avenue . . . New York, N. Y.

V. K. Brown was selected as chairman of th<

organization committee; Arthur T. Noren ai

secretary.

Marionettes on Wheels
(Continued from page 231)

been a lovely creature, for the people of India

have been making puppets ever since. The fame

of their puppets spread to Persia, Turkey, China,

Burma, Siam and Java, where they were develop-

ed as shadow figures flat, exquisitely cut pup-

pets placed between a lamp and sheet so the audi-

ence could watch the shadow of the puppet.

Another type was worked on rods from below,

another on the hand like the Punch and Judy

figures, still others by wires from above, and in

China and Japan they even had puppeteers dress-

ed in black carry on the stage beautifully cos-

tumed puppets that were manipulated in full view

of the audience.

It was in Japan that puppets were first used to

entertain the gods in the temples, and it was prob-

ably this practise that has made the Japanese more

expert than any other people in making them. In

Greece, too, the puppets were very popular, and it

is not surprising that the Romans followed the

Grecian art. Roman emperors even made places

for them in their palaces, and in the tomb of

Empress Marie, wife of the Emperor Honorius

who lived in 365 B. C, were found puppets of

her little child. It was thirty-three years later that

Alexander the Great visited Egypt to see for

himself the famous marionette of Ammon Ra.

After Rome fell, early Christians adopted pup-

pets to picture the story of Christ, especially the

Nativity. This custom that began nearly 2000

years ago can still be seen in the manger display

in Catholic churches at Christmas, and the littlel

figures that now are lifeless once were animated.:

It was from the puppet representation of the Virn

gin Mary that the name "marionette," or "Little!

Mary," was derived.

When the puppets became too irreligious, they

were banished from the church but not from pop-

ularity, and they thrived in the churchyard, then

the village square, and finally in their own little

theaters where, shortly after, Mr. Punch and his

wife, Judy, were born.

When the Pilgrims came in the Mayflower, they

brought puppetry with them, but there are stories

that even they found a crude conception of the

art being practised by the Indians. The puppet'

developed very slowly in the new land, however
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and it was not until recent years that a Renais-

; sance of puppetry was started that has resulted in

an exceedingly popular and important form of

: entertainment and education.

A Cruise Party
(Continued from page 234)

7. What is a "painter" in nautical terminology?

(Rope for fastening a boat)
8. What color was the boat used by the owl

and the pussy cat? (Pea green)

9. "Rub-a-dub dub men in a tub." How many
were there in the tub? (Three)

10. By land time, what time is eight bells?

(Four, eight or twelve o'clock)

Court Marshal. "Of course," said the Captain,

'you may have passed the test, but no one can go
ashore who has broken a rule and not worked out

his sentence." He then called the names of the

ones found guilty at the boat drill and ordered

each in turn to do a stunt which he named. Some
of the sentences were: Imitate a man putting on

a life belt, sing a nautical song, show a sailor

manning the pumps, imitate a man in a severe

storm and do a sailor's hornpipe.

Life on the Ocean Wave. The Captain next

acted as caller for "Life on the Ocean Wave," a

square dance. Music, calls, and directions are in

Parties Plans and Programs, published by the

National Recreation Association (Price, fifty

cents). They might have used any square dance.

Refreshments. By this time everyone was starv-

ed and a steward went through the room with a

dinner gong (xylophone type) calling out "first

call for first table!'' The rule was "women and

children first" and all men were detailed to seat

.their partners at tables set up quickly in the gym.

[Stewards brought noise makers, confetti and ser-

pentine and the Captain gave a toast to the pas-

(sengers inviting them to enjoy themselves at the

r'Captain's Dinner." Sandwiches, doughnuts and

Icoffee were served and no one found the sea too

rough to enjoy them.

Sea Chanteys. During and after the dinner the

group sang all the sea songs they could remember

Anchors, Aicelgh, Barnacle Bill, the Sailor,

Sailing, Roil', Ron', Row Your Boat, A Capital

Ship and Santa Lucia. They learned two simple
sea chanteys, Cape Cod Chantey (In Songs for In-

formal Singing published by the National Recrea-
hion Association, price, ten cents) and Bloiv the

Man Down. (In a number of collections of well-

Known songs).

A Health -
Building Game

for Old and Young
Pitching Horseshoes is muscle-building rec-
reation that appeals to all types of people.
Install a few courts on your grounds, organ-
ize a horseshoe club, schedule a tournament.
Write for free booklets on club organiza-
tion, tournament play. elc.

Diamond Official Shoes and accessories
are the choice of professionals and ama-
teurs alike. It's economy to purchase
equipment with the longest life.

DIAMOND
CALK HORSESHOE CO*.
4610 Grand Avenue Duluth, Minn.

Makers of DIAMOND Official I'itching Shoes

Disembarking. The Captain made a farewell

speech to the passengers and invited them to sing

Auld Lang Syne before they landed. Then with a

hint to leave their stateroom keys with the purser,

the officers lined up to bid the passengers good-

bye as they went down the gangplank.

"We Have a Circus"

(Continued from page 236)

clowns come to the fire add to the humor and ex-

citement. Such a fire act is traditional in almost

all circuses.

A Blind-Fold Boxing Bout or a Barrel Boxing Match

with the clowns mounted on barrels will be enter-

taining.

Target Shooting. Two clowns proceed to hold

shooting practice, one clown using a popgun or

cap pistol to shoot at crackers held by the other.

As the gun is shot the cracker is pinched in such

a manner that it breaks and falls to the floor. The

clown with the gun shoots from all sorts of posi-

tions and angles from the shoulder, from the

hip, backward over the head, back through the
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Swimming Pool Data and

Reference Annual
(1937 Edition. Vol. V)

$3.00 Prepaid

192 pages filled with a vast

assortment of informative

material for those interested

in swimming pools in any way.

EARL K. COLLINS, Editor

404 Fourth Avenue New York, N. Y.

Make all checks, money orders, etc.,

payable to Earl K. Collins

legs and from a reclining position. The clown

with the cracker may hold it in his hand, in his

teeth, over his head and in a number of other

positions. As an ending a third clown may award

a medal.

Fire! Three clowns, two candles, a small frying

pan, hot dogs, matches, one small pail of water

and one large pail of confetti are needed for this

act. One clown enters and saunters about the

ring until the attention of the audience is centered

on him. Then he seats himself, lights a candle

and begins frying his hot dogs over it. The other

two clowns enter and move around the ring bow-

ing and waving as they go until one notes the

burning candle and cries "Fire!" Both clowns

run off to bring the small pail of water to drown

the fire. The first clown does not notice them,

being busy with his frying and with the audience

nearby, until the water is thrown. He chases the

two clowns off and finds another place and lights

his second candle and proceeds as before. The
two clowns enter and repeat their antics, but this

time they throw the confetti over the clown and

swish it over the audience too. (The clown should

seat himself the second time near some ladies in

the audience so their screams when the confetti is

thrown will add to the act.)

Individual Clown Acts. There are a number oi

stunts which can be worked up for individual

clowns. Here are a few of them.

A tramp clown with his blanket roll sets up

housekeeping by the ring side.

A clown has a wash tub suspended from his

neck. He walks about washing clothes and inter-

esting other clowns in getting their laundry done.

A clothesline may be strung between two light

poles extending from the tub up over the clown's

head.

A clown may encircle the ring loaded with

bundles of all sizes and shapes which he continu-

ally drops.

A clown leads a very small dog by a huge paper

chain. The dog is labeled "Dangerous."

A clown dressed as a policeman pursues and

arrests other clowns.

A clown on stilts can dance and run and jump
or Stagger about pretending not to know how to

use stilts well.

There may be a Charlie Chaplin clown who

stumbles over his large feet and cane.

Recreation on a Municipal Lake

(Continued from page 239)

D. All coxswains and supervisors will be re-

sponsible for keeping the crews quiet so

all will be able to hear the commands of

the official starter.

E. The official starter will use the three point,

command for all races

That is : Get on Your Mark! Get Set! Go!

V. Entries

A. Crew entries stating the number of crews

and the classification in which the crews

are to race will be due in the office of the

Recreation Department, not later than. .

.J|
B. Each crew may enter one race only.

VI. Drawing for Boats

A. Drawingjor boats and lanes in each race

will be held at 3 130 P.M. on the day for the

regatta at the Municipal Boat House of-

fice. The coxswain of each crew will draw
for the lane and boat for his crew.

VII. General Information for Crews

A. Crews will organize in crew order just

outside the boat house before filing on the

floats.

B. Crews will be judged for the assembling
and embarking event as soon as they
march on the floats.

c. Crews will watch the regatta from the

shoreline of the lake.

D. Any member of a crew coming onto the
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floats during the regatta, except when
called for, will disqualify his crew from

participating in the assembling and em-

barking events.

E. Each playground supervisor will check on

the oars for his crews several days before

the regatta. If any question arises see Mr.
Garver at the Municipal Boat House.

F. In order that the races may start early

enough to dismiss before dark, permission
has been granted students participating in

the races to leave school at 2 145 p. M.

III. Officials and Judges

A. Chairman of the regatta

B. Float official

c. Referee

D. Official starter

E. Head judge
F. Judges for assembling and embarking
G. Judges for races 1st place

2nd place

3rd place

The crew season for high school girls continues

iroughout the school year, each school conclud-

ig the season with an inter-class race followed

y a picnic and "weinie" roast at the Canoe

ouse. Practicing twice each week, these groups

^erage one hundred in number and require eight
-ew boats and ninety-six oars, the latter being

wned, in most instances, by the school.

New Outdoor Theaters

(Continued from page 240)

ipacity of about 2,500, and portable seats or

bnches will be provided for special performances.

j

Tall hemlocks and large dogwoods (transplant-

|i by WPA workmen from other sections of

astorius Park) with underplanting of laurel and

fiododendrons, form a dense screen and enclos-

ire for the theater on either side. Nearby an ar-

ificial lake is being constructed for improvement
i the landscape and to provide ice skating. Ad-

tional improvements are under consideration.

The project called for an expenditure of

36,oio, of which the sponsor provided $2,275.

his, however, included considerable grading and

ansplanting beyond the area occupied by the

Beater.

Hobbies and Homes
(Continued from page 242)

humanity or not, it is sure to make great con-

nbutions to its rider. No hobbyist ever finds

hie hanging heavy on his hands. Some may be

Magazines and Pamphlets
Recently Received Containing Articles

J

of Interest to the Recreation Worker

MAGAZINES

Parents' Magazine, June 1937
Summer Symposium

(Report of successful cooperative vacation

projects)
Outdoors for a New Hobby, by Eleanor Preston

Clarkson
The Garden Grows with Children, by Gerald K.

Geerlings

Family Fun, by Elizabeth King
Parks and Recreation, May 1937

Demonstration Parks in the Tennessee Valley, by
Earle S. Draper

Rural Recreation Centers Adjuncts of Kansas Dam
Projects

Woodland Hills Park Adds to Cleveland's Facilities

Community Center Dedicated at Lafayette, La.
Toledo's Recreational Progress, by Ernie Curley, Jr.
Recreation Association Reports on Municipal Rec-

reation Progress
The Journal of Health and Physical Education, June 1937

Leisure Education and Recreation, by N. L.

Engelhardt
The German Youth Movement, by Adelaide H. Miller

Swimming and Lifesaving Program for Summer
Camps, by John A. Torney, Jr.

Archery, Ideal Activity, by Paul H. Gordon
Motion Picture Sports for Women

The Research Quarterly of the American Physical Edu-
cation Association, May 1937

Standards in Athletics for Girls and Women
An Achievement Scale in Archery, by Edith I. Hyde
Achievement Tests in Volleyball for High School

Girls, by Esther L. French and Bernice I. Cooper

Esquire, July 1937

Not So Soft Ball, by Leo Fischer

Hygeia, July 1937

Tennis for Any Age, by Dudley B. Reed
Off to Camp, by Regina J. Woody

Parks and Recreation, June 1937

Municipal Parks in the United States

A Workshop for Dramatics, by John M. Hurley
A Hiking Trip's Bureau

Leisure, June 1937

Summer Camps for the Teen Age, by Bertha R.
Parker

Hike for Health
The Game of Nests, by Virginia Snider Eifert

Ladies ! Have a Hobby ! by Vivian Starr

Shuffleboard as a Table Game, by Alice Allene Sefton

Child Life, July 1937

Child Life Hobby Club Modeling, puppetry, etc.

National Parent-Teacher, May 1937

For the Love of Music, by Jascha Heifetz
In Our Neighborhood Helen Doesn't Play Alone,

by Alice Sowers

National Parent-Teacher, June 1937

Europe Challenges American Parents, by Dorothy L.

McFadden
PAMPHLETS

First Annual Report of the Akron, Ohio, Department of

Recreation, 1936-1937

Play All Summer!
Recreation Opportunities in Yonkers, N. Y., Welfare

Federation of Yonkers
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A Tribute to Charles Hayden

IN
APRIL there was unveiled in Central Park,

New York City, a tablet in memory of Charles

Hayden, a member of the Board of Directors of

the National Recreation Association, who at his

death left a large sum of money for the establish-

ment of the Charles Hayden Foundation. On the

occasion of the unveiling of the tablet, Mr. Hay-

den's brother, J. Willard Hayden of Boston, said :

Surroundings such as we view here today
trees and all manner of growing things have for-

ever been an inspiration to man. It is good to live

close to them and reverently regard Nature's

handiwork. Man may invent a machine, he may
compose a wonderful symphony, he may accumu-
late a very large fortune, he may write a beauti-

ful poem or paint a lovely picture, yet only God
can make a tree. We see its leaves unfold year by

year, its branches stretch nearer and nearer to-

ward Heaven. It is altogether appropriate that an

occasion such as this should remind us once more
of the miracles taking place about us. To this

galaxy we now add this maple sapling confident

that it will grow into a wide spreading tree. "An
emblem," as Washington Irving has written, "of

what a true nobleman should be; a refuge of the

weak a shelter for the oppressed a defense for

the defenseless; warding oft' from them the pelt-

ings of the storm, or the scorching rays of arbi-

trary power."

So this place gains an added attraction and we
know that many will gather and enjoy some fruit-

ful result of its planting.

I regard it as a particular honor to be present
to witness this evidence of esteem and thought-
fulness which has actuated your committee in

placing this tree in memory of my brother. The
work which you have done in making this park
the lovely place it has become, your constant ef-

forts to improve it, have made your city in no
small degree a better place in which to live. 1 am
proud of the fact that my brother has made these

efforts in some degree possible.

Your act also calls for expression of thoughts
which today are almost forgotten sentiments. It

is fitting that you do honor to the spontaneity of

action that characterizes gifts in aid of this laud-

able enterprise. It is better, it seems to me, that

the individual should be prompted by the desire

to improve the lot of his fellow men, the lot of

those less fortunately situated, rather than that

these acts should be left to expediency and wrung
from a more or less unfeeling and indifferent gov-
ernment. What one does for the love of doing,

gives for the love of giving, is bound to be more
productive of lasting fruition. Barriers should
not be imposed that tend to discourage this

thoughtful benevolence.

As I now unveil and reveal this plaque placed

here in memory of my brother, I express to you
and your organization my profound gratitude fof

this mark of appreciation of the man who was so

near to my heart and whom you thus honor.

bores to their friends but never to themselves.

.They are never the "empty barrels," an eminent

English educator called those people who have to

go to commercial entertainments, or worse, to

have their leisure filled. The collector and creator

have something waiting for every unemployed
minute never lonely, never bored.

This hobby interest then is a protection, a re-

lease from the routines or worries of life, an im-

portant one, the professors of mental hygiene tell

us. They also tell us of another mental health

value to hobbies one that comes from achieve-

ments, the pride in having the best collection of

coins or the cleverest example of block printing.

In his delightful book "A Guide to Civilized

Loafing," Overstreet sums up some of the values

of a hobby in crafts by saying, "This is what it

means to handle materials. We yield ourselves to

them
; they give us back our reward. It is a sad

thing that so much of this has gone out of modern

life. We have learned to press buttons and send

checks and presto, we have what we wish. Bui

excellent as are many of the commodities thai

come to us, and difficult as our life would be ii

we could not thus easily secure them, there re-

mains the need to keep ourselves intimately as-

sociated with materials. We need to handle earth

to handle wood and stone." And he goes on tc

say, "There is doubtless no more character-form-i

ing occupation than to work affectionately witf

materials. Disciplines come self-control, pati-

ence, the power to hold an objective steadily it

view, respect for that with which one is workings

concentration, skill. These are the admirable quali-S

ties that are needed in a society, but they are alsc|

the qualities that give the greatest happiness t(
:

the individual." And Overstreet concludes, "Th<

undisciplined, uncontrolled, impatient soul, con;

temptuous of ends and incapable of holding

steadily to a purpose, is the continuously unhappj

one. On the other hand, he who achieves master

in the handling of resistant material is on thi

way to the conquest of life."

The thing that is sometimes hard for parent

and teachers to realize is that so many of th<

values in physical, mental and moral health tha

we want for our children may come to them uo
\j
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jnsciously through activities that are fun or play,
he poet, Masefield, says, 'The hours that make
5 happy make us wise." Hobbies are one of the

>y giving channels of life which may start as a

ny spring of interest gained by the child from
cample or exposure, grow to a swift current of

nalthy interest and skill during youth, and b'e-

rnie a broad lake, deep with meaning and self-

'cpression for age. And all may be found in one
,?autiful sheltered valley the home.

Handicraft and Recreation

(Continued from page 244)

He of the whole problem in which the readers,

living followed the theoretical first part, will cer-

liinlv be most interested the practical side.

Handicraft as the cultural "self-doing" princi-
We the phase in which I have wished to intro-

iice it here to those interested in problems of

creation has, of course, a widespread use to-

lly aside from the forms mentioned in the intro-

ction. Our sports and play, even amateur musi-

Ijles,
dramatics, and other "diversions" that are

ijacticed
more and more today to fill up unused

ne or "to do something useful for the home,"
Untain the principle of handicraft. In fact, there

I a whole sphere of handicraft activity today.
Ine practical problem, however, is how this may
I arranged in a serious manner to have a truly

erapeutic effect that would be more systematic
an the present set-up.

IjConcerning
this therapeutical effect, however,

ijis
often true that the most simple activities have

much greater effect than those which are arti-

B|ial and highly impressive, or require great ef-

lirt. Simple needlework, woodcarving or music

p
more effective from a therapeutical point of

fcpw
than the great expenditure of effort in sport

< play. In fact, the more interesting, more en-

jtrtaining,
or more impressive activities often ex-

it an almost negative effect. The pleasing and

Musing factor should, of course,' always be taken

>to consideration in all handicraft education,

specially
in its therapeutical and recreational

Irm, because it has in itself a great therapeutical
'lue. But on the whole, this recreational handi-

laft must be based on principles which are di-

ipted by the therapeutical viewpoint. All other

wpoints are of secondary importance. All

Iman measures, especially if they are those that

fjall reconstruct, rebuild and heal, must be ac-

<- nplished with a deeply conscious and experi-

Why Not A Rhythm Band
on Your Playground?

There is now available a booklet,

"Starting and Developing a

Rhythm Band," by A. D. Zanzig
which will give you just the in-

formation you need in organizing
"Kinder Simfonies" on your
playground.

National

Recreation Association

315 FOURTH AVENUE

NEW YORK CITY

enced background. Accordingly, we need such a

clearly-worked out handicraft-recreation therapy
if we hope to wage a successful fight against the

factors which are undermining the healthy life of

our culture and civilization.

Where Night Is Turned Into Day
(Continued from page 245)

athletic fields during the football season and the

playgrounds would use them the rest of the time.

The saving that resulted made it possible to light

three grounds instead of one, and that old bogey

"duplication" suffered a terrific setback !

Money for the fourth ground was obtained in

much the same way as were funds for the others,

the only exception being that a newly formed

neighborhood club played a larger role in creating

neighborhood enthusiasm. In this instance, labor

for installing the lights was furnished by the Il-

linois Power and Light Company.

The fifth ground was lighted by the Junior As-

sociation of Commerce. This group of young men
held a "Light a Playground" dance which was

widely publicized. All the proceeds went into the

lighting project.
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Among Our Folks

GEORGE
SPERBECK has become Superintendent

of Parks and Playgrounds of the city of

Alameda, California, taking the place of A. C.

Benton who formerly served as Coordinating Di-

rector of Physical Education and Recreation.

James J. Tunney is now Director of Recreation

in Alhambra, California.

Chico, California, has been added to the cities

conducting a year-round recreation program.

Ralph E. Hensley is Superintendent of the Rec-

reation Department. <

A number of changes in recreation executives

have been reported from Florida cities. R. O.

Eberling is Director of Public Recreation at Day-
tona Beach, having taken the place of Raymond
Clancey. Mrs. C. G. Merrick has become the Di-

rector of Recreation at Fort Myers. Arthur C.

Black is now Executive Secretary, Recreation

Commission, West Palm Beach.

The position of Superintendent of Parks and

Playgrounds has recently been created in Atlanta,

Georgia, and George I. Simons has been appointed
to the position.

Weldon B. Wade has become Director of Rec-

reation in Sycamore, Illinois.

Harold L. Brigham is Superintendent of Rec-

reation in Louisville, Kentucky a position for-

merly held by Walter R. H. Sherman. .

The new director of Recreation and Physical

Education in Ypsilanti, Michigan, is James W.
Shaffer.

The position of Director of Recreation and

physical Education in Montclair, New Jersey, for-

merly occupied by Franklin G. Armstrong has

been taken by Arthur J. Garthwaite.

Peter J. Mayers is serving as Superintendent of

Recreation in the Department of Public Welfare,
New Rocheile, New York.

Thomas Clark has become Director of Recrea-

tion in North Tarrytown, New York.

The successor to the late J. J. McCaffrey,
Superintendent of Recreation in Providence,
Rhode Island, is H. J. Bishop.
Under an agreement between the Dayton, Ohio,

Department of Public Welfare, Bureau of Rec-
reation and the National Recreation Association,
Robert K. Murray is serving for a period of

months as full time recreation executive for

Dayton.

In one or two cases the City Council of :

Parent-Teacher Associations came to the res<

in helping to provide lights. Once a neighborhc

club needed a few dollars to complete its light!

program and made a door-to-door canvass :

funds. At another time service clubs helped fins

cially. The labor for the fifth ground to be lighi

was furnished by Postal Telegraph Company e

ployees who gave freely of their time after rej

lar working hours.

During the summer in which four additioi

playgrounds were lighted attendance jumped fn

approximately 100,000 to over one half millii

A huge program of industrial softball, combiti

with the opportunity to participate in other spo

such as volley ball, paddle tennis, horseshoes, a

the like, created new playground traffic problen

It was amazing to see how areas that were oi

fairly well attended before artificial lights cai

into the picture, swarmed with people after tb

installation.

For those readers who are "maintenance-mis

ed," it will be interesting to know that light is

present being supplied by a public utility

special rates. Owing to the fact that the groun

were not located near city power lines that wot

carry the load and because the cost of connecti:

with distant city lines would have been prohil

tive, it was necessary (if more than one grou:

were to be lighted) to use private power. Her

ever, it is planned to put at least one ground ba

on city power each . year until all have been

set up.

This year two more grounds are being lighte

That there was a need to light areas for me

than the reason already mentioned is best demc

strated by the captain of police who said, "Sin

lights have been installed the number of
nig|

police calls in those neighborhoods has been cut?

half." To justify further the need for
lightij

areas, spot maps of the section of the city to

lighted have been prepared. These maps show t

number of young people in the area now in :|

form schools, the number of arrests of boys a]

girls under twenty-five years of age, the numlj
of potential delinquents, and the number of

pnj
lem children from schools adjoining the area.

Not only are the lights used for
softballjj

sport rapidly growing in popularity, but they htl

also made it possible to conduct weekly folk dairj

festivals on playgrounds during the summer el

nings. Perhaps the most interesting of the col

munity's events is this weekly outdoor occa?>|
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when hundreds of children from all parts of the

city dance for an hour beneath the man-made sun.

During the fall months football and soccer teams

can be seen playing at night, and when weather

permits the areas are flooded and used at night as

well as day for ice skating.

Artificial lighting has now become an institu-

tion in this city, with each neighborhood doing its

best to see not only that its facilities are developed

but that they are used. The lighting of outdoor

recreational areas has perhaps done more toward

improving the facilities than any other single de-

velopment. If you, too, are looking for a "sure-

fire" method of stimulating interest and encourag-

ing participation, let them have light!

You Asked for It!

(Continued from page 246}

land have them bat the ball among themselves to

see how many plays can be made without drop-

jping
the ball. If group A bats the ball twenty

,

times the other groups try to make more plays.

(With younger players, especially girls, allow them

Ito modify the rules. For instance, permit a served

ball to be played by team mates before it goes
over the net. Also allow a player to hit the ball

I

more than once. Sometimes novices get more en-

joyment if allowed to play the ball on the first

bounce. Arrange for two good teams from a Y
or another playground to play exhibition games.
Start a four team league among your people even

though they play poorly and are not greatly

interested.

Question : How can I stimulate interest in

\track and field sports? A few of my boys like

\these sports but most of them arc indifferent.

.-Insider: Get four enthusiasts together and ask

'them to help. Then propose that each head a tearn.

(Each selects a color, say Red, Blue, Green, and

'White. Get a large card of each color. On these

cards enter the names as selected by the leaders.

Each team will be divided into weight or height

classes. Have a meet each week for each class

with only three events. Score a point for each

man who participates. Additional points to be

credited to individuals and teams for winning

events on the basis of three points for a first, two

;points for a second and one point for a third.

(Keep individual and team totals posted on the

(cards. Each team leader is encouraged to add

Playground Helps
A final reminder about some of

the inexpensive guides designed
to help you in your summer

playground program.

Games for the Playground . . . ,

(Some typical active and quiet games for

children from six to fourteen years of

age)

$.25

Conduct of Playgrounds 25

(A practical guide for the playground

worker)

88 Successful Play Activities . .

Suggestions for an Amateur Circus

.60

.25

Order from the

National Recreation Association

315 Fourth Avenue New York City

members to his team and since the point total de-

pends on the number who participate rather than

on ability to win, captains will scout for men.

This plan can run for a whole summer or for a

few weeks before a big inter-playground meet. It

may not work perfectly but it will stimulate in-

terest in track sports.

Question : Another playground zvorker and I

can not agree on the subject of treating minor in-

juries. He contends that we should ignore them

while I feel that because of the danger of infec-

tion we should regard injuries as important. What

do you think about it?

Answer: Perhaps there is some merit in both

points of view. Certainly cuts, scratches, blisters,

and bruises should receive attention. But would

you say that a recreation leader is justified in leav-

ing a happy group to its own resources while he

gets iodine, bandages, soap and water and pro-

ceeds to do an artistic job of first aid ? Is he em-

ployed as a recreation leader or a bandager?

Your playground might conduct a First Aid

Class and follow it up by organizing a First Aid

Corps of boys and girls whose duty would be to
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"How To Produce a Flag"
A series of articles by Jack Stuart

Knapp which first appeared in a

number of issues of RECREATION
have been brought together in a book-

let just off the press.

Choosing and casting the play;

the rehearsals; the final performance;

suggestions for costuming, make-up,

lighting and scenery, make this an

exceedingly practical, helpful book

for the inexperienced play director.

Price $.50

National Recreation Association

315 Fourth Avenue

New York City

take care of injuries. Thus the director is able to

give his attention to his primary duties and at the

same time know that necessary first aid is pro-

perly handled.

A Community Goes Vacationing
(Continued from page 248)

ball on at least two of the four fields, a crowd in

attendance.

Climaxing weeks of baseball playing and an

eager watching of the League scores, came the an-

nual event of the season for the boys the trip to

see the Phillies play St. Louis. Three hundred

boys piled into cars driven by Rotary and Y. M.
C. A. club members to drive to the Philadelphia

Ball Park.

Picnics and Camping

Nearly as momentous events were the picnics.

Early on the morning of the day set, children be-

gan to arrive singly, in groups or with parents, all

with bathing suits and lunch. After an hour on

the bus, made gay by singing, the groups reached

a wooded spot by a lake. Mothers spread blankets

and sat and read, mended or chatted; children

Service Helps

(Continued from the June issue of RECREATION)

Fred Medart Manufacturing Company, St. Louis, Mo.,
pioneer manufacturer of equipment and apparatus used 1

by children in schools, parks and playgrounds, report^
an unusual degree of interest and activity this season, on"

the part of buyers in both new equipment and replace-!

ment parts. This observation includes both the Medart
line of Playground Apparatus and the Medart line of

Water Sports Equipment. This manufacturer offers a

Playground Apparatus Catalog No. P-3 and a new
Water Sports Equipment Catalog No. W.S. 1. Complete,

engineering service embracing analysis of proposed lay-

outs and recommendations based on "Medart's" 64 years

of experience is available without obligation to all in-

terested parties.

dashed off to change to the bathing suits in which

they spent the rest of the day. Only at noon did

they come out of the water to put away incredible

quantities of food. Then followed rest and games

before a final swim, and the trip home.

A winter of knot tying, trail signs and nature

study, suddenly came to life for the Girl Scouts

with their initiation to overnight camping. Pre-

ceded by an all day trip that included hiking

swimming and cooking out and by a day in ar

organized camp, the overnight trip promised to bt

a marked success. The girls were taken in a bus

with blankets and food some fifteen miles fron

Moorestown. They then walked through pint

woods for a mile and a half to a suitable camf

site. There was time for a swim before beds wen:

made and supper prepared. Then followed ari

evening of singing about the evening fire, a marsh-

mallow roast, and perhaps the most exciting of all

sleeping out all night ! In the morning a dip in

the lake was followed by a breakfast of crisp

bacon and eggs hot from the frying pan. Sleep-

ing out was great fun in the opinion of the girls,

and the next trip was eagerly anticipated.

For 1937 What?

And what of this year, 1937? So many thing!

are possible that each crowds the other for atten-

tion. Nature study through twilight and stai

hikes, early morning camp breakfasts and pup'

petry are sure to be three additions to the pro-

gram. The craft shop will have another sessior

at each center devoted to stage craft and the mak

ing and dressing of the puppets, while an after

noon group will use the puppets in dramatizing

such favorite stories as "Cinderella" and "Littli

Red Riding Hood." The Girl Souts are alread}

planning for a week-end camp and a day's canoi

trip. Bicycle trips, novice tennis tournaments an<

\
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tunt swimming meets will be open affairs. Thus
ve shall enlarge our experimental program, every

ctivity being carefully considered before being

ccepted for a program designed to utilize our

ommunity's resources and interests to the utmost.

"You're On the Air!"

('Continued from page 252)

lusical interludes ("bridges," in radio parlance)
vhich indicate changes of scene and lapses of

me. Otherwise the interludes are inserted from

ecordings. Appropriate standard musical selec-

ons may be used, or, even better, music written

nd recorded especially for such programs, each

ecord being designed to fit a particular situation,

uch as "Omens" (mystery), "Orientale," "Agi-
ato" (emotional tension), and "Rushing Waters"

excitement).

These brief notes on some of the aspects of

adio dramatic production will reveal how inter-

sting broadcast plays really are for the director,

or the players themselves, who must convey

very idea and emotion by word of mouth, and

or the technical crew, to whom each play brings

ew sound effect requirements which must be

let if realism is to be achieved. But the activities

f the group need not be confined to the studio,

lost people are in total ignorance of what goes
n in the studio while their favorite dramatic

our is being produced. Therefore they welcome

i opportunity to witness a "behind the scenes in

idio" program in which the mysteries of the

roadcast drama are explained. The author's

mateur company has made many successful "per-

Dnal appearances" before clubs and other organi-

itions in which, with the aid of a microphone
id all the varied sound devices, actual demon-

rations are given of the technique of radio play

i production.

' Nor need amateur . dramatic groups exist for

icir own sake alone. They are in constant de-

! land to aid in various publicity campaigns such

h those attendant to community chest drives,

adio dramatizations of welfare work have been

( Dtably successful
; during one campaign a year or

vo ago, the Chicago Associated Charities used

jout a score of such playlets, which have been

imeographed for adaptation and use by similar

ganizations throughout the country. And it

"ten happens that successful play-casters are

igaged by commercial sponsors. For example,

y (Continued on page 270)

"The Five Day Week Brings

Opportunity"
THE DISCUSSION of industrial men at the Con-

I
gress in Atlantic City centered around these

words: "Five Day Week Brings Opportunity."
"Although we do not know yet how this time will
be filled," they said, "it is obvious that picnics
and outings will form a greater part of the sum-
mer program. The Saturday holiday is expected
to result in recreation being sought farther from
home."

The industrial world was shocked a few weeks
ago when the Carnegie Illinois Steel Company re-

duced its work week from 48 to 40 hours. Other
companies followed its example. Carnegie Illinois

with 100,000 employees, thus set free 800,000 lei-

sure hours a week or 41,600,000 leisure hours a

year ! The recent action by other companies would
add their quota thereby enlarging the opportunity.
The industrial group foresees that the five-day
week will change the whole nature of industry's
leisure time opportunity. Adult and family recre-

ation leap into prominence. Parks, camping, picnic
trails have new significance for workers when they
with their families can go out for a week-end of

two full days. Having two days together makes

possible many types of recreation which are not

possible during other spare hours.

Now is the time for careful thinking and plan-

ning for the best use of the rapidly growing lei-

sure period in American life. All of the evidence

points to more and more organizations adopting
the five day plan.

France, on one week's notice declared a na-

tional five day week, effective April ist last. Most
workers get Saturday and Sunday off, but shops
and department stores close on Sunday and Mon-

day. The people were not prepared for such sud-

den action. Shopping districts were deserted and

crowds spent the extra day strolling along the

broad avenue of the Champs Elysee, and in the

parks. Lots of leisure and nothing to do ! Shop
keepers were indignant. Workers refused to dis-

cuss the question with an American reporter be-

cause, they said, "the change is so great that a new
mode of life would be necessary." Thrifty house-

wives were afraid the change would take money
from the home to be spent in drink. The men are

not so much concerned. Fishing in the Seine,

suburban gardens for the better class and sports

for youth are immediate subjects of discussion.

France's Minister of Leisure, Leo LaGrange,
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faces a critical decision. Will he study the rigid

militaristic development of physical recreation in

Russia, Germany and Italy? Will he look to

England who, deeply concerned about the physical

welfare of her youth, now plans to spend

$10,000,000 primarily for the development of fa-

cilities for recreation? (This concern arose un-

fortunately over a condition that was revealed in

military recruiting efforts). Or will France face

her leisure problem with its humane aspects up-

permost seeking opportunities for better living

for her people rather -than deliberately building

sturdy bodies for cannon fodder. Other European
nations prepare through recreation for war and

death. May France prepare for peace and life!

You're On the Air!

(Continued from page 269)

the various motion picture companies prepare fif-

teen-minute dramatic scripts based upon their new

films, which they supply to the theaters booking
the pictures. The theater managers, recognizing

the advertising value of these radio previews, en-

gage the local amateur radio group to produce
them in advance of the showing of the films.

Thus broadcast sketches offer a novel and

highly interesting activity for any group which is

looking for new fields to conquer or for means of

becoming more familiar with the world behind

the microphone. Few recreational activities pro-

vide greater thrills than that of the moment when

the winking of a light below the microphone sig-

nals, "You're on the air," or more genuine satisfac-

tion than that which the entire group feels when

the musical curtain has fallen on what has proved

to be an adequate presentation of a well-written

radio play.

Badminton

(Continued from page 254)

B. Hit shot at opening left by opponent's rush,

c. Attempt to drive shot down side line.

D. Drop shot by blocking bird toward front

corners.

E. Let bird drop down below waist.

IV. Lob Shots

A. Make a lob "clear" that is make it high
and long.

1. High enough to clear opponent's maxi-

mum reach.

2. Within 5 feet of back line.

B. A lob which falls in center court is a lost

point,

c. After lobbing hurry to center court position.

D. An excellent defensive maneuver to recover

position.

E. Try to disguise shot when possible.

V. Soft Shots

A. Should always be aimed with 12 inches of

junction of net and side line.

B. Should be aimed within 4 inches of top of

net.

c. When playing a soft shot from the oppon-

ent, a good policy is to try to drop the shot

in the opposite corner by a low flat shot along

the net.

D. The soft shot can be delayed to add de-

ception.

E. Use the soft shot mixed with other shots 1

vary the play.

VI. The Smash

A. Should be for an ace.

B. Hit full and hard.

c. Alternative placements :

1. Along forehand side line.

2. Along backhand sideline.

3. At opponent's feet.

D. Try to force opponent to raise his return

shot for a second smash.

E. Must be used at proper moment for efficiency.

F. Play all short lobs or short lob services with

a smash.

G. Is not fully effective from back court.

VII. General Tactics

Maintain center court position.

Disguise your intention on every shot possible.

Make your opponent declare himself then

hit behind him.

Don't allow your footwork to betray you.

Try to anticipate your opponent.

Vary the game don't use the same stroke,

in the same situation every time it occurs.

Use the wrist as a swivel for quick direc-(

tional changes of shots.

Smash for put-away shots.

The best defense against a smash is to sim?

ply block it.

The best defense is a good offense.

Watch the bird closely.

Nearly every player has a habituated reac-

tion to certain situations use them to your

advantage.

*



New Publications in the Leisure Time Field

:irst Aids for the Naturalist That

Fit the Pocketbook"

:>me inexpensive nature material by William Gould
'Vinal. W. F. Humphrey Press Inc., Geneva, New

'

York.

VI \TURK RECREATION IN A NUTSHELL'' might well be

the title of this collection of material which play-

f-ound leaders who are developing nature activities will

(id
invaluable. The following inexpensive leaflets and

(imphlets are available : Nature Games, 1936, 32 pages,

') cents each in quantities of 100, 8 cents each ; The
atni'i' Guides Dictionary, 1936, 17 pages, 10 cents each

bn quantities of 100, 8 cents each; Bird Calendar, Key

fd Check-List, 1937, two for 5 cents in quantities of

)(l. 2 cents each ; Tree Calendar, Key and Check-List,

f.v~, two for 5 cents -in quantities of 100, 2 cents each.

Investing Leisure Time
K- Frank H. Cheley. The University Society, Inc., New
[York City. Paperbound, $.60; cloth, $1.00.

'PHIS BOOK is one of the personal engineering series pre-

11 pared under the supervision of the Editorial Board of

Je University Society. It presents the significance and

nilosophy of play not only in reference to the individual's

[rsonal happiness but his usefulness to his friends and

fsociates
and the age in which he is living., The book is

stimulating one for the individual in choosing the forms

recreation best adapted to his needs and interests. The
ction dealing with hobbies is particularly helpful.

Touring with Tent and Trailer

y Winfield A. Kimball and Maurice H. Decker. Mc-
Graw-Hill Book Company, Inc., New York City. $2.50.

p
YOU ARE PLANNING a tour with tent and trailer, your

first investment may well be this book which will tell

>u how to travel comfortably, enjoyably and economi-

!ly ! It will save the new trailer tourist many mistakes
'
telling him what not to take, how and where to camp
d other essentials of touring. The book gives an out-

ae of the 'best travel routes and hints for caring for the

otor while traveling. There are special chapters on

omen motor campers and camping with small children.

Swinging into Golf
y Ernest Jones and Innis Brown. McGraw-Hill Book
Company, Inc., New York City. $2.00.

)ART I OF THIS PRACTICAL BOOK is devoted to an expo-
sition of the swing technique, and there are diagrams

id pictures to illustrate the various points which Mr.

,'nes brings out so clearly. Part II deals with general
,)servations and comparisons of the Jones' system with

her methods.

Dramatic Tournaments in the

Secondary Schools
By Magdalene E. Kramer, Ph.D. Bureau of Publications,

leachers College, Columbia University. $1.85.

J"HE
DRAMATIC TOURNAMENT, as an activity in the sec-

ondary schools, is rapidly expanding and is absorb-
ing an increasing amount of the time and energy of both
students and teachers. Furthermore, it is the center of a
controversy which has arisen among educators regarding
the evils and the values alleged to be associated with it."

With these facts in mind the author sets out to deter-
mine what. ere the educational values of the tournament
in order to make specific recommendations regarding the

place of such tournaments in the secondary school pro-
gram. A careful inquiry as to actual practice in this

field has been made and the resulting facts set forth.

Teachers and directors of tournaments have been quizzed
and their opinions are listed and appraised. Interesting
and important questions are raised. How are tourna-
ments organized and conducted? What is the effect of
the extra work load on students and teachers ? How are

tournament judges chosen? What awards are given?
What is the effect of competition in tournaments ? What
are the real educational values of such tournaments?
These and many other questions are answered in the

questionnaires from the field and evaluated by the author.

Young Children in European Countries

By Mary Dabney Davis. Bulletin No. 2, United States
Department of the Interior. Government Printing Of-
fice, Washington, D. C. $.15.

THIS REPORT is A RESULT of a study by Mary Dabney
Davis of programs for young children in a number of

foreign countries. Miss Davis, who has been developing
the Emergency Nursery School Project in this country,
secured information by personal visits to England, Scot-

land, Belgium, Holland, Italy, Austria and Hungary,
Czechoslovakia, the Soviet Union and Poland. Her re-

port is an exceedingly interesting and informative docu-

ment on nursery schools and similar developments for

little children.

Stunts with Numbers, Games
and Cards

By William M. June. Bodley and Pike, 105 Canal Street,

Syracuse, New York. $.25.

II ERE is A HANBDOOK of stunts and games which may be

played anywhere at any time with little preparation

or equipment. In addition to the mental games offered,

there is an interesting account of the origin of numbers.

271
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Preventing Crime.

A Symposium. Edited by Sheldon and Eleanor
Glueck. McGraw-Hill Book Company, Inc., New
York City. $4.00.

One of the most hopeful signs of the time is the grow-
ing interest on the part of all classes of citizens in the

question of delinquency and crime prevention. Citizens'

organizations of many kinds are being formed through-
out the country and many books have recently been writ-

ten on the subject. One of the most comprehensive of

these publications is Preventing Crime by the Gluecks.

It is a volume of more than 500 pages dealing with the

philosophy and principles of crime prevention and the

various methods which have been devised to cope with
the delinquency problem. The types of experience have
been carefully selected and grouped under six major
headings, with examples of each. These headings are :

Coordinated Community Programs ; School Programs ;

Police Programs ; Intra-Mural Guidance Programs ;

Extra-Mural Guidance Programs ; Boys' Clubs and Rec-
reation Programs. As a guide for workers the Gluecks
set down definite principles for crime prevention. A
study of these programs indicates clearly that there is no
one complete answer to the delinquency prevention prob-
lem and that there is necessity for more complete coor-

dination of all preventive agencies. The evidence of

aroused citizen interest and of a new experimental atti-

tude is encouraging.

Costumes for the Dance.

By Betty Joiner. A. S. Barnes and Company, New
York City. $2.75.

The purpose of this book is "to aid the teacher and
dancer to appreciate and achieve the definite unity be-

tween the design of the dance and the design of the cos-

tume." There are six plates in full color containing ten

individual costumes together wtih forty-eight line and
wash drawings. The pattern drawings and directions on
how to make costumes out of Inexpensive material make
the book esssentially practical.

A Directory of Organiations in the Field of

Public Administration 1936.

Public Administration Clearing House, 850 E. 58th

St., Chicago, 111. $1.00.

The past few decades have seen an impressive growth
in the number of voluntary associations, organizations
and agencies concerned with questions of public adminis-
tration. This volume lists and describes more than 500
national organizations of public officials and national or-

ganizations active in this important field, including some
thirty or more formed since 1934. The directory is a

guide to sources of information on' all types of govern-
mental problems.

The Picnic.

Story by James S. Tippett. Illustrations by Samuel
J. Brown. E. M. Hale and Company, Milwaukee.

$.15.

Here is another of the Picture Scripts series issued
under the sponsorship of the cooperating editors at Lin-
coln School, Teachers College, Columbia University.
This time it is a jolly, delightfully illustrated booklet

showing little Negro children on a picnic.

The American School and University 1937.

American School Publishing Corporation, 470 Fourth
Avenue, New York, N. Y. $5.00.

The increasing emphasis upon play in the school cur-
riculum and the growing community use of school build-

ings are reflected in the ninth annual edition of this pub-
lication. Recreation workers will find much of interest

throughout the entire volume. Of special value, how-
ever, are such articles as : "Principles of Effective Plant-

ing of School Grounds" which contains many pract
suggestions which are applicable to play areas-
Score Card for Measuring Physical Education Fac
ties which suggests the relative value of various i
tures of physical education buildings; and the practi
and very helpful article "Outdoor Areas and Facilii
for Physical Education Their Planning and Mair
nance which is accompanied by excellent illustrate
and plans of school play areas in Pasadena, Califon
Particularly useful also is the comprehensive directory
university, college and school officials and the list
architects and landscape architects who have had expeence in the designing of school grounds and buildin
1 he entire volume is logically and attractively arrane
carefully indexed, and should foe a valuable addition
the reference library.

Play Days.

By Clara I. Judson. Grosset and Dunlap, Inc N
York City.

The happy adventures of three very small playma
are described in this charmingly illustrated book which
addressed to children.

Designing with Wild Flowers.

By Nettie S. Smith. Obtainable from the Girl Sec
Equipment Service, 14 West 49th Street, New Yoi
$.95.

"An excellent book has just come to our attention th
will be of inestimable help to those timid souls w
cant draw a straight line' and just know they ca'
create their own designs. It is Designing with W\
Flowers by Nettie S. Smith. The steps by which
naturalistic flower drawing may be conventionalized in

simple patterns are made so interesting and so excitii
that we wonder why we haven't had the fun of playii
this game brought to our attention long before this. 1
us it looks as though Miss Smith might have been o
serving Dr. Vinal and Mr. Staples at their pranks at
had put her observations into this charming book."-
Reviewed by Chester G. Marsh.
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August,
Little gypsy,

Gaily, dancing by ...

Did you loan

Your crimson dress

To the sunset sky?

To the tiny

Dandelions,

Bathed in summer air ...
Did you give

That golden band,
Tied around your hair?

Did you send

A bit of gay

Laughter from your eyes . . .

To the starlets,

Softly nestling

In the evening skies?

'

August,

. Little gypsy,

Dancing on the grass . . .

Won't you leave me
Bits of dreams,

As you gaily pass?

By Carol Colburn,

Pomona, California.

From "Some Poems by Camp Fire Girls."
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Member, Board of Directors

National Recreation Association
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Clarence M. Clark

CLARENCE
M. CLARK, as a member of the Board of Directors,

gave generously of himself and of his time day after day in

the work of the National Recreation Association. No detail

was overlooked. No pains were too great if he could advance the

recreation movement. He gave the same care to working on the prob-
lems of the Association that he gave to his private business. He
avoided all recognition for himself.

He gladly accepted responsibility for the money-raising efforts

for the Association in Philadelphia, not hesitating to ask others to

contribute because he was giving generously himself. He helped in

calling upon other public-spirited citizens to talk about the work.

He refused on certain occasions to take on other responsibilities be-

cause as he stated, "I am afraid that would interfere with my work

for the National Recreation Association which must come first."

He looked after the investment of funds bequeathed to the As-

sociation. Not only did he attend Board meetings and committee

meetings regularly for more than twenty-one years he also gave

time to individual conferences. Of his own initiative he came fre-

quently to the offices of the Association to run.over problems and

give encouragement to the staff. To the members of the staff who
worked with him he was always as a kind father.

The field of sport and its values he knew from active participa-

tion. He had been one of the nation's leading tennis players.

Most of all Mr. Clark helped by what he was, carrying always

a rare spirit that made association with him a delight. The memory
of service with him will always be treasured by his associates. His

life gave out no confused note. There was nothing hidden. He so

lived that all had more confidence in the common life of humanity.

HOWARD BRAUCHER.

AUGUST 1937
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Recreation-a Factor in Helping

Maladjusted Individuals

To
UNDERSTAND what is meant by emotionally

maladjusted, it should be clearly stated that

emotions are currents which become part of

all human functioning. They are similar to elec-

tric currents flowing from battery to bulb, or

from dynamo to some part of the machine. Emo-

tions are to human life what power and heat and

light are to machinery, the source of all forms of

current. An individual would, therefore, be emo-

tionally balanced when his currents of power,

warmth and heat are working so well that he

could meet various situations of life successfully

and, if I may use the term, more gracefully. If

adjustment is the metabolism of human life,

basic to all normal living, maladjustment is the

disfunctioning of this process and results in dif-

ficulties surrounding work, love or social contacts.

Variability of Individuals and Their

Emotional Problems

If you accept these concepts of emotion and

maladjustment you will readily see that the forms

of emotional maladjustment are as different and

manifold as individuals themselves are varied. In-

dividuals differ not only as to physical type but

even as to the type of rhythm they employ in

meeting life. When the rhythm is disturbed we

say the individual is maladjusted. We mean by
this to say that either within the individual him-

self or in his social and community contacts dif-

ficulties exist which militate to make this indi-

vidual unhappy.

Sources of Maladjustment

The first source of emotional maladjustment, in

my opinion, is to be found in the type of the indi-

vidual himself, in the functioning and structure of

his own body-mind. It seems to be true that almost

every individual is born with one or more inferior

organs. This may be in the circulatory system, in

the digestive apparatus or in the reproductive

organs, but wherever the function and structure

of the individual is faulty there seems to result

some fault in adjustment.

The second source of maladjustment I have

found to be in the racial background. Here we
know again that many people emigrating from one
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By I. M. ALTARAZ, Ph.D.

Dr. Altaraz, who is founder and

director of the Altaraz School for

Personality Development at Great

Barrington, Massachusetts, gave
this paper at a meeting of the

New Jersey State Recreation Ex-

ecutives' Association held in April.
Dr. Altaraz has contributed before

to RECREATION. The April 1935

issue contained an article by him

entitled "Planning for Recreation."

country to another find it difficult to adjust them-

selves to new conditions. Even within the same

country we often see members of old families

finding it very trying to accept certain forms of

dynatnic living. That is why we have witnessed

the growth of suburbs or areas of segregation

within the city where people establish themselves

in neighborhoods because of the same racial or

family characteristics.

The third source of maladjustment is to be

found in the process of learning, or what may be

termed academic education. It is generally ac-

cepted that the scholastic curriculum is based on

the idea that all human beings from kindergarten
to university are able to absorb and respond to

the same outlines of study and academic require-

ments. But experience shows that the learning

capacity of every child may be different not only
as to the quantity of knowledge he can absorb but

as to variety of subject. Certainly the failure of

scholastic curricula to meet these differences re-

sults in emotional maladjustment.
As the fourth source of maladjustment we list

in the home conditions into which the individual

is born. Many a child is bora into a home en-

vironment which is not helpful to the unfolding
of his own potentialities. Into a family of college

graduates concentrating on academic aspirations
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how often we find a child born whose best contri-

bution to the world will not be in academic areas.

Similarly, in law-abiding families we find destruc-

tive and delinquent children. We cannot say it is

the fault of the parents, and certainly it is no fault

of the child, but the rhythm of living- of each in-

dividual is so uniquely personal that an unwilling-

ness on his part to give up his own interests and

to accept fully the patterns of his environment

again causes first, conflict, and then maladjustment.
Another source of maladjustment lies in the ad-

justments pertaining to growth from childhood

through adulthood on to old age. Whatever new
situations the human dynamo has to meet may be

a new source or cause of emotional disturbance;

disharmony or uncertainty, whether in school,

love, marriage or job finding, may cause real feel-

ings of uncertainty and unhappiness.

The sixth source of emotional maladjustment

may be discovered in the form of the community
that we live in, whether it be urban or rural. The

organization of the community, the activities go-

ing on there, and the opportunities it offers make
either for greater or lesser balancing of emotional

life as they provide leaders and outlets to meet

the needs of those who are a part of it.

Diagnostic Indications of Maladjustment

Since we have defined what we mean by emo-

tional maladjustment and given some attention to

the sources from which it may arise, we are now

ready to recognize that the particular tendencies

of the individual, as well as his interests, goals and

his general environment, are of great importance
in the establishment of emotional balance. To the

degree that we understand that individuals cannot

be placed in categories merely descriptive of their

obvious characteristics and also that latent inter-

ests, unused abilities, functional disturbances, tem-

peramental reactions are of the greatest diagnos-
tic value, only to that degree can we hope to suc-

cessfully guide and adapt the situation to meet

the needs.

Some Accepted Methods of

Handling Emotional

Maladjustment

Let us look at a few accept-

ed methods in the handling of

emotional maladjustment. We
think immediately of the use

of the home, school, psychia-

trist, psychologist and social

"Recreation is a process in directing

human energies into creative and

satisfying channels. As such it deals

with the discovery of outlets for sur-

plus energies, not only for the pur-

pose of keeping some one out of mis-

chief, but also with the intention of

finding personal satisfaction for the

individual, a legitimate satisfaction

which will lead him into many forms

of adjustment and a happy life."

agency. Depending on one's economic status
as

well as one's knowledge of community resources

we have always thought in terms of handling emo-

tional maladjustment through clinics, sanatoria,

visiting teachers, visiting nurses, special schools

and a whole battery of agencies well known to

you.

I wish to make my feeling in this matter very

clear. I am fully aware of the value which your

present varied approaches have in diagnosing,

guiding and treating maladjusted individuals. But

I am also aware of the great limitations put upon

you by pressure of time and general economic

conditions. We must consider the relative resis-

tance to change that most homes offer ;
the condi-

tions of overcrowding and time limitations in

schools, and the tendency to use a diagnostic label

as an end in itself rather than as a point of de-

parture for treatment.

Now let us look at a new and yet very old

tool in the handling of emotional maladjustment.

Let us remember that recreation is not a super-

imposed technique of living but a very old law of

life itself. We find it expressed in various ways

throughout the history of man. In the rest and

vegetation periods of plant life we see nature us-

ing recreation as a tool. In animal life we have

only to spend a day with a herd of cattle to see

animal life recreating itself. Man, too, has an old

and long history in his use of recreation. At dif-

ferent times and through different periods it has

been used differently. In recent times recreation

has become identified with relaxation and leisure.

Unfortunately, however, leisure still tends to be

the right of only a privileged group and so it be-

comes our great concern to not only enlarge the

group privileged to enjoy recreation but to mul-

tiply the forms and experiences of recreation.

Must we not also see that even if we were able to

give leisure to 50% more of the population, a

knowledge of how to use this leisure would be

wanting? We are therefore today talking of a

most important need of mod-

ern life and focusing our atten-

tion on how we may develop

recreation not only as a re-

source that is complementary to

other tools now used but as a

dynamic, integral part of life.

A New Concept of Recreation

A cardinal principle which

seems to me of tremendous
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importance is that

recreation can

never be found

separated from
occupation, voca-

tion or what is

generally termed

one's daily life

work. We all

know that work is

a blessing and a

natural need of

the human nor-

mally functioning

body just as nat-

ural as food, wa-

ter, sunshine or

sleep. The plan of

nature calls for a

healthy body plus

work and recrea-

tion.

Theoretically,
work was always

meant to be creative or productive of something

within the capacity of the individual. But instead

we find that it tends to become only a means of

making a living, a drudgery. Recreation therefore

becomes a necessity as a matter of mental health

and social adjustment. It is true to an amazing

extent that people who are using creativeness in

their daily work do not really need recreation, in

its ordinary meaning, except for occasional replen-

ishment of their energies through food, air, sleep

and social exchange/ Whereas for people whose

energies are used mechanically and uncreatively,

recreation becomes a matter of absolute necessity,

of life and death. We find among the industrial

workers, the white collar class, laborers, house-

workers, nurses, even teachers and social work-

ers, a constant need to create something which

they always wished to do something outside of

their work. For them it is not sufficient to supply

activity programs, neither is it enough to offer

lectures and courses called adult education, al-

though no one denies their value. I feel very

keenly that recreation must be something more,

something more personal and essential to them.

Here one thinks of gardening, raising of poultry,

care and breeding of animals, wood carving,

modelling, pottery, weaving. For some, learning

to play an instrument, choral singing, drama,

dance, photography, painting, interior decoration

These boys have discovered that stamp

collecting offers a fascinating hobby

are among these personal experiences which may
be used so effectively as recreation. Over and

over again it has been shown to be true that work

shops rather than lecture rooms result in deeply

satisfying recreational experiences.

Adult and Child Recreation

When one thinks of recreation specifically and

not generally, one differentiates between recrea-

tion for the adult and recreation for child. Here

again it is to be understood that every period of

life, the pre-school period, adolescence, middle

age, have their own needs which must be under-

stood from the recreational point of view.

Let us consider for a moment the recreational

needs of the adolescent, whose energies must be

utilized. The adolescent has been analyzed as an

individual detached from the social group as a

whole, but the solution of his adolescent problems
must be found in terms of group activity. Youth

tells us this itself by organizing into groups of

gangs, scouts or secret societies, when left alone

to its own resources. Proper leadership ought to

foster these expressions through mass meetings,

either in school buildings or in large public halls.

Here registration should be made, asking the
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youth their interests and desires, how they would

like to spend leisure time, what their past experi-

ences in recreation have been. Then large tracts

of land should be offered for cultivation, wood-

land for clearing and for chopping down dead

trees, and opportunity given to construct buildings

ion this tract. What joy and readiness for these

projects I have seen ! Boys want to feel their

muscles grow and want to go home with the feel-

ing of achievement.

For those who show interest in collecting

stamps, coins, stones, insects, or plants, recreation

leaders should not only be available to guide these

interests but alert to anticipate such needs even if

unexpressed. Subjects such as woodcarving, pot-

tery, metal and leather work, weaving, painting

and drawing, call for studios with competent

teachers and usable materials. Choral singing, the

playing of musical instruments, group or solo

dancing, drama, all meet the daily needs of the

adolescent. Exhibitions, recitals, pageants should

be given frequently so as to give youth -its oppor-

tunity to show off in a wholesome and legitimate

way. I have developed my own phrase for this

"legalizing illegal impulses." We all recognize that

expenditures connected with such a programme
would cost the community far less than the time

wasted, money spent and human energies used

thus far to repair maladjusted youth.

Adolescent needs for recreation can be handled

in groups as well as on an individual basis. I am

thinking here of an experiment that took place

under my supervision and guidance in a large pub-

lic school situated in Lee, Massachusetts.

It was only a year ago that in a school of 900

children, from 200 to 300

children were found to

be anxious to get to-

gether every Saturday

morning to experience

creative adventures of

the kind I have been de-

scribing. Officially, the

experiment was called

the "hobby classes."

Through a period of a

school year every Satur-

day morning the children

gathered in an old gym-
nasium, distributing
themselves as they wish-

ed at separate tables, cov-

'ferertt arts and crafts. In the middle of the floor

gathered those who were not interested in manual

expressions, but were interested in physical ac-

tivity as it developed through folk dancing and

ballet dancing. Those who were interested either

in choral or solo singing assembled around the

piano. Others were working on puppets, mar-

ionettes, wood and soap carving, painting, draw-

ing, bookbinding, modelling, embroidering and

crocheting. Out of this group a professional com-

pany of puppeteers was established which is still

active and successful. Many children still con-

tinue these crafts and artistic interests in their

homes. During that winter of 1935-36 a few pub-
lic demonstrations were given before audiences of

a few hundred people. Parents, teachers and com-

munity leaders all took part in the fascinating

recreational project.

Recreation for Maladjusted Individuals

I have kept you waiting a long time to share

with you my own experiences in the use of recre-

ation as a special technique in solving emotional

maladjustment. You will recognize that I have

done this purposely so that all of us will focus

our energies and talents on the use of recreation

as an unrecognized tremendous force in the preven-

tion of maladjustment. You will remember that I

used as an illustration a moment ago both indi-

vidual as well as group work with adolescents in

this preventive sense. If we
v
now think in terms of

recreation as a remedy for already developed mal-

adjustment, I would like to have you consider

this principle that recreation as a technique in

handling already developed maladjustment is the

process of redirecting

ering about twenty dif-

At the recent International Labor Office Con-

ference, Harold Butler, its director, pled for a

shorter working week because of the need for

greater leisure and more sport. He urged that

the nervous strain caused by machines on the

human organism made this necessary. The nerv-

ous organism has been built up over tens of

thousands of years to meet conditions in which

no human being could move faster than a horse.

Now all this is changed. "England became the

first sporting country," Dr. Butler suggested,

"not because the English had a peculiar gift

for ball games, but because they were the first

to be called on to resist the impact of urban

industrialism. Sport is a substitute for physical

exercise which manual labor used to provide,

or which the eighteenth century merchant or

lawyer obtained by riding about his business on

horseback." New York Times, June 15, 1937.

into creative and satisfy-

ing channels energies

functioning in a disin-

tegrating manner. 1 have

a number of illustrations

for you to consider in

terms of not only the

described situation but

also in terms of the un-

derlying concept.

I recall an individual

who had to handle or

touch everything that

came within his sight.

When there were not

enough things around
him he began to annoy
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and tease people. It oc-

curred to me that plaste-

line and clay are interest-

ing materials which hu-

man hands may handle,

form, transform, mishan-

dle, in a constructive way.
It was pliable, plastic ma-

terial. It gave in. And
sure enough, as soon as

this material was put into

the hands of that individ-

ual, he discovered that

there was such a thing as

satisfying the desire to

press, form and handle something without harm
and injury, apd with great personal satisfaction.

This discovery of legitimate satisfaction of his

own illegal impulses led this individual into many
more forms of adjustment and re-education.

I remember another individual who loved to

inflict pain either through his talk or by physical

aggressiveness. Here wood-carving and hammer-

ing into metal with proper tools, carving satisfied

his repressed emotions to such an extent that he

ceased to continue his anti-social behavior.

The need to make faces, stick out one's tongue,
and the displaying of deformities of the extremi-

ties suggest the fostering of fantastic or descrip-
tive dancing. Dramatic interests and a desire to

act may be another outlet for such evidences of

maladjustment. We must recognize that by re-

leasing through drama, pantomime, mimicry and

comedy the surplus energy which is expressed in

anti-social forms, we legalize the need and pro-
vide a stimulating, growing and satisfying reac-

tion in the individual.

One thinks in this connection of the frequently
encountered lonely individual maladjusted as to

his social amiability. His characteristics may be

described as sulkiness, or day-dreaming, or book-
ishness. Experience shows us that a successful

start may be made to re-orient him if he can be
made to transfer the energies he consumes within
himself to something in the real world outside of
himself. The dreamy girl who sits for hours look-

ing at faraway hills is offered a little patch of

land not too close to the main house where she
tries to raise a few flowers. Watering them, nurs-

ing them, the flowers finally grow, and soon she

approaches us with a gift a handful of posies.

Others, too, soon receive gifts from her garden,
and finally we see her sufficiently cured of her

A MESSAGE TO RECREATION WORKERS
"All of you here today are engaged in the

recreation field or in some allied area. Does

it sometimes occur to you that if we are to

believe in the value of creative personal ex-

perience for others we must enjoy these ex-

periences ourselves? How many of you here

today have experienced the personal glow of

recreating yourself through a minuet, an hour

at clay modelling, or an afternoon with paint
and brush and easel? I exhort you not only
on behalf of those you help professionally, but

on behalf of your own health, growth and hap-

piness, to embark immediately on the glorious
adventure of creative personal experiences

through recreation." Dr. Altataz.

former interest in herself

only to the extent that she

is the leader of a small

class in gardening.

One more example it

is difficult to resist going

through the long list of

those whom I have seen

grow strong and well on

the wings of recreation

I remember clearly a young
woman who came to me
in a most unhappy frame

of mind and in a miser-

ably run-down physical
condition. A competent housewife, an energetic

mother, a devoted wife, she was finding herself, at

the time of our first contact, full of resentment as

to her duties at home ; irked with the business de-

mands on her husband and irritated by her young-

ster's vivacious personality. She was tired of

planning meals, washing dishes, darning socks,

and asking her husband "how everything was."

She had lost her interest in keeping her hair or-

derly; she didn't care "whether she said "good

morning" or not to her next door neighbor. She

knew well enough that the possibilities for happi-

ness were numerous, but was too indifferent, it

seemed, to care to do anything about it.

We recognized from the start that some medi-

cal care was needed. We also helped her husband

to appreciate the part that physical tiredness play-

ed in her mental and emotional maladjustment.
We released her for three hours each afternoon

from every care and worry. But in addition to

providing her with leisure we learned that she had

wished from the time she was 15 years old that

she could give a good deal of time to the study

and pursuit of music. A piano was found and i

some old music books were dug out of the trunk.
\

First an hour a day, then two and three at the

piano.

The end of one year presents to you a new pic-

ture. Housework is done efficiently and willingly;

a system of meal planning and preparing has been

developed which permits a two-hour free period

every afternoon for piano or attendance at an oc-

casional concert. Even the baby has been heard

to pick out a few notes while his mother cooks or

sews. Our friend has released from within her-

self a tremendous current of unused energy. She

has "re-created" herself through recreation.

(Continued on page 325)



The Park Conservation Program

IF

WE ARE to under-

stand thoroughly the

aims and objects of

the park conservation

program which is being

carried out under the supervision of the National

Park Service in cooperation with various federal

relief agencies, states and local communities, we

must know something of the social and economic

factors which made such a program necessary. It

was not born over night, nor of the brain of any
one man or group of men. It is the outgrowth of

fundamental human needs. It is an effort to meet

those needs. It, is tied up intimately with several

I movements that are to have tremendous signifi-

cance in the future of American life. These

movements, and the forces that brought them into

existence, must have a word of explanation if we

are to grasp the full import of the nation-wide

park conservation program.

You have no doubt heard it said that this is the

fastest age any generation has ever seen. It is

almost as though the law of gravitation had sud-

The aims of the park conservation pro-

gram are offered as an antidote to the

devastating speed of our modern life

denly become the law of

modern civilization, that

our forward speed is

accelerated at the rate

of so many new inven-

tions, new social and economic fads and panaceas,

so many new records smashed and old precedents

broken per day or week or year. "That's fine," we

say. "That's progress. Man must go forward else

he and the civilization he has created will stagnate,

degenerate."

But the more thoughtful are beginning to see

the dangers of too much speed. In the mad
race to get ahead we are liable to lose our sense

of values, and instead of progressing on to

finer and better things, to the Utopia that has

been man's dream since the beginning of time,

we may be creating a Frankenstein which will

end up by destroying us. Occasionally there is

need to pause and take stock, as the wise

merchant does
; a pause now and then to con-

sider values might save many a futile chase

after false Utopias.

Courtesy Parks and Recreation
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Keeping Civilization on an Even Keel

In seeking- a stabilizing force to help keep

civilization on an even keel in its mad rush to-

ward the promised land, our philosophers of

wise living have seized on one of the products
of our speeded-up economic system, the prod-

uct called by the pessimist, unemployment, by
the optimist, leisure. You have heard about

"the challenge of the new leisure." Certainly it

has been headlined enough during the last few

years. It has been singled out as a great social

problem, which, if not solved, will destroy the

very foundation of our civilization ; it has been

embraced as the great social opportunity which,
if wisely used, can solve most if not all our ills,

from depressions to world wars.

This new leisure is the result of man's phe-
nominal progress in improving his methods
of production. These improved methods have

enabled him, in fact they have forced him, to

shorten working hours ; they are credited with

being the prime factor respon-
sible for his unemployment
problem. However that may
be, no one disputes that they

have, in one way or another,

increased many fold man's

total leisure time, thereby

compelling him to modify and
in some instances completely to abandon his

pioneer doctrine that idleness is a siri and that

the truly virtuous and faithful will find gainful

occupation for every waking moment.

By compelling him to accept this leisure it

has presented him with a problem which, it is

generally recognized, may become a social lia-

bility, but which, on the other hand, if properly
used, may become a tremendous force in man's

progress toward the happy and contented life

that has, consciously or unconsciously, been
his goal whether he be a Utopian dreamer or a

hard-fisted seeker after wealth.

Every sane man wants to be happy. Some
philosopher has said that the success of a man's
life should be measured entirely by the yard-
stick of happiness, the happiness he gets out of

living and the happiness he contributes to the

lives of others. Some men are happy only at

work, but that is because they have never
learned how to play. Man should be happy at

his job, but his interests should not be so con-

fined that he must be engaged in it all his wak-

ing hours in order to avoid the misery and

Mr. Robinson, Recreation Planner

in Region One, National Park Ser-

vice, delivered this address at the

dedication of Laurel Hill Rec-

reational Demonstration Project
at Somerset, Pennsylvania.

boredom of loneliness. Too many men either

have never known how to play or else have for-

gotten. He who is so unfortunate is going to

find himself a misfit in this new life of shorter

working hours and more abundant leisure which

the speed of progress has forced on him. Al-

ready we hear the argument being raised on all

sides that society, through the state, must ac-

cept the responsibility for teaching man how to

use his leisure time wisely, just as, in the early

days of the American nation society undertook

to teach man how to better use his latent abili-

ties in the struggle to produce the necessities

of life, then a real struggle, one that left little

time for play. We hear it said, further, that not

only must society teach man how to use wisely

the leisure it is forcing on him, but that it must

provide him an opportunity to exercise his

knowledge, an opportunity to play the games
he likes to play, to pursue the hobby which has

become the absorbing interest of those hours

he spends away from the job,

to hike, study nature as God

made it, unmolested by the

hand of man, to enjoy the soli-

tude, the grandeur, the soul-

healing tonic of the wilder-

ness, to participate in drama,

and to sing, dance and live in

the great out-of-doors.

Leisure, under this new conception, is the

raw stuff from which all art, all play, every-

thing that makes a life conscious of itself, must

come. Leisure affords man the opportunity to

escape once in a while from the clamor and

hubbub of the civilization he has created, and

to seek, as a healing tonic, the peaceful solitude

of the wilderness. Some measure of direct con-

tact with the forces of nature, some visible and

comprehensive act of wisdom in cooperation
with the soil is part of the heritage and inalien-

able right of every man. This is the God-given

right that our profligate civilization has threat-

ened to destroy. The American pioneer was

constantly at grips with nature, and we are the

sons and daughters of these pioneers, with

their heritage strong in us. The strength that

is in us stems from the soil, but if we are to

preserve that strength, if we are to pass it on

to succeeding generations, we must also pre-

serve and pass on to them the opportunity to

renew this strength at the source from which

it came.
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Importance of Conserva-

tion Realized

The use of this new lei-

sure for man's benefit, therefore, ties in with

another movement of national significance, a

movement to conserve our natural resources

from the destructive exploitation of a civiliza-

tion bent largely on the accumulation of ma-
terial wealth. It was back during the adminis-

tration of the first Roosevelt that the word con-

servation was first headlined. Thoughtful peo-

ple began to be alarmed by the rapidity with

which our natural resources were being ex-

hausted. "We must conserve these resources,"

they declared, "we must jump in and help
nature restore as' many of them as can be re-

stored, else we will wake up some tragic morn-

ing to find ourselves bankrupt."
We began to think of our heritage of tre-

endous natural wealth, once believed inex-

austible, as something precious which must
not be recklessly squandered. We began to de-

plore the millions of acres of denuded timber

land, the eroded fields, once so fertile, the

rapidly vanishing wildlife, and the destruction

of scenic and wilderness areas which were our

only remaining retreats from the clamor and

congestion of our daily lives. Nor have we

"Some measure of direct contact with the

forces of nature is part of the heritage
and the inalienable right of every man."

been content to view with

alarm and to deplore. Steps

have been taken. Great

areas of land have been purchased or otherwise

acquired for forest and game preserves, for na-

tional, state, and, in some instances, county

and municipal parks. A soil conservation pro-

gram, far-reaching in scope, has been started.

A wide scale study of land uses has been un-

dertaken. A program to retire sub-marginal

farm lands from cultivation so that they may
be put to a more appropriate use has been

launched.

The park conservation program is a vital

part of this movement to conserve our rich

heritage of natural resources ;
it is also a vital

part of the movement to conserve humanity
from the devitalizing effects of a congested and

highly geared civilization. It seeks to link

these two conservation movements so that they

may be used in solving the problem of man's

increasing leisure. It recognizes that our areas

of scenic grandeur, our wilderness retreats, our

rivers and lakes and stretches of ocean beaches,

our native forests and wild life that these are

a priceless heritage which must be preserved

for the generations that are to follow after us;

that through these natural resources man may
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continue his close association with nature, an

association indispensable to his health and hap-

piness. And, finally, it recognizes that man's

increasing leisure and his rapidly improving
methods of transportation enable him as never

before to escape the congestion of cities and

intensified farming areas into the nation's wil-

derness playgrounds, and that it is the duty of

society, functioning through the nation, the

states and local government units, to provide
an abundance of such playgrounds.

It recognizes that there is a need for many
types of outdoor recreational opportunities;
that some people like to spend their leisure

hiking wilderness trails as far from civilized

haunts as they can get, while others may want
to join in the primitive community life of an

organized camp; that there are those, rapidly

increasing in numbers, who want to load their

cars with knock-down tents, bedding, cooking

equipment and take to the highways, depend-

ing on public park camp grounds in the heart

of wilderness areas for their nightly retreats ;

that some want to play golf, swim, drowse on
a sun-drenched ocean beach, while others in-

dulge such hobbies as nature study, stalking
wildlife with a camera, or collecting geological

specimens; that there are those who get a soul-

satisfying thrill out of gazing from mountain

peaks over immense stretches of rugged terrain

or in viewing natural wonders, such as the

geysers of the Yellowstone, while many others

enjoy browsing over battlefields or in visiting
the homes of our hero patriots.

Efforts are being made, therefore, to provide
opportunities for the expression of these varied
leisure time predilections. Our national parks
and monuments represent an effort on the part
of the federal government to conserve areas

which, because of their

unique scenic and wilder-

ness resources, or their

association with important
events or characters in

American history, are of

national significance. Such

areas, for example, are

those which include the

Grand Canyon of the Colo-

rado, Yosemite, the Great

Smoky Mountains, the

Gettysburg battlefield and
the home ofGeorge Wash-

"This park, together with its many sisters

which are coming to completion in every
part of our land, is in the largest sense a
work of conservation. Through all of them
we are preserving the beauty and the wealth
of the hills and the mountains and the plains
and the trees and the streams. Through all

of them we are maintaining useful work for
our young men. Through all of them we are

enriching the character and happiness of
our people. We seek to pass on to our chil-

dren a richer land a stronger nation."
President Roosevelt in his address at the
dedication of Shenandoah National Park.

ington. The states contribute their part by

conserving recreational and wildlife areas and

historical monuments of state-wide interest,

which, because they are near at hand and there-

fore accessible the year around, or because they

represent important events and characters in

the state's history, fill a vital place in the na-

tion-wide park and recreation program.

Another important phase of this need for

outdoor recreational facilities is being cared for

by many of our more progressive counties and

municipalities. On their parks and their play-

grounds children and adults not only may in-

dulge, to a limited degree, their .urge to do all

those things they may do on a much larger

scale in national and state parks, but in addi-

tion they may engage in many activities not

ordinarily offered on the more extended areas,

such as, for example, organized sports. ,

Camping Opportunities

There is another development in this nation-

wide park conservation program which I have

purposely left until the last to discuss. It has

as a primary objective the providing of more

abundant camping facilities for both children

and adults.

What are some of the values to be derived

from such an activity?

The very activity of camping is not only a

splendid and soul-satisfying recreation, but it

is the only way now open to a, great majority
of our people to renew their contacts with the

peace-beguiling forces of nature. By far the

larger portion of us are doomed by economic

necessity to live in congested cities with only
a few days, a few weeks, perhaps, out of each

year free from the task of earning a livelihood.

Whatever values we get from living with na-

ture, therefore, must come

through camping. The
trouble with most of us is

that we have never had a

chance to learn how really

to camp. Camping is an

art. Our forefathers knew
it from stern necessity. If

they hadn't known how to

camp, they would never

have conquered the vast

wilderness that lay ahead

of them when they landed

(Continued on page 325)



By
LlLAS MlDDLEDITCH
Long Beach, California

YACHT
OWNERS begin "sailing their own" at the

age of nine in Long Beach, California, under

the supervision of the Recreation Commis-

sion's division of aquatics, whose chief, Frank M.

Davenport, was active in western waters almost

as soon as he could walk.

Under the instruction of Harold L. Teel, now

president of the Southern California Model Yacht

Racing Association, boys work at model yacht

building in the Commission's free boat shop dur-

ing their leisure hours every day except Sunday

throughout the year. Each Saturday morning they

race their craft on a nearby lagoon for points

which count toward sundry trophies awarded an-

nually or semi-annually.

No special effort is made to secure members

for their Long Beach Model Yacht Club. Small

Bobby sees young Fred's self-made boat and he

wants one, so he joins the group of miniature

yacht builders. Bigger Bill watches Earl race his

model on the lagoon, adjacent to the marine sta-

dium where the tenth Olympiad's crew races were

held in 1932, and Bill gets busy making himself a

possible trophy winner.

Last year 238 model yachts were made in the

boat shop as well as some forty museum pieces

illustrating the evolution of transportation boats

from the log that had to be paddled with human
hands to the modern schooners used on the Great

Lakes and along the California coast.

Usually a young builder begins with a twelve

inch model which he may sail in beginners' con-

tests across the short end of the lagoon. Soon he

is eager to make an 18" model, then a 20", and

finally a 24", with any of which he may compete
for the Press Telegram trophy awarded annually
at Long Beach's big races held over each Labor

Day week-end. Meanwhile the happily active

youngster has acquired muscular coordination and

has learned correct methods of handcraft from

An eleven-year-old member
of the Long Beach Model
Yacht Racing Association

whose Marblehead 50" model
is nearing completion

Director Teel and his staff of instructors. He can

do a good paint job. He can turn out a piece of

work of which he may well be proud.

Ambition mounts! and the boy constructs a 30"
model, followed, it may be, by a Southern Cali-

fornia 40/700 (meaning 40" over all and 700
square inches of sail) ; possibly he graduates with

a Marblehead (50/800). With one of these he

may enter the Labor Day race for the Elks' per-

petual trophy, if he has qualified by earning suf-

ficient points in Saturday competitions.

April of this year saw seventy-two boys and six

girls competing with men in Long Beach's annual

4000 meter model yacht races on the marine sta-

dium. And one member of the club made record

time with his "Fleetwood," a Southern California

40" ! As usual there were three races sailed. And
all were won by models built by boys ! Four other

LBMYC yachts placed, one being the handiwork

(Continued on page 326)
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ASummer Recreation Program in Action

A<
EXTENSIVE PROGRAM of recreational

activities is under way this summer

in Palo AJlfo, California. Free

classes in puppetry, rhythmics, paper

craft, music, tap dancing, boat building,

carpentry and clay modeling are offered

at the Community Center, Rinconada and

El Camino Parks, and at four different

school play areas. Groups in acrobatics

and tumbling meet regularly under the

direction of a city recreation leader.

Model sailboat regattas are unique in

Palo Alto. Boys and girls who construct

small yachts are given an opportunity

every two weeks to find out how sea-

worthy their craft is by competing in real

regattas at the municipal yacht harbor. Sometimes

the reward to the winners is a day's trip around

the bay in a large yacht. All of the boats are

built in the boat-building classes conducted on the

playgrounds.

The Children's Theater

The third annual Children's Theater Summer

School opened for a six weeks' period on July 6th.

A small fee is charged 'for these courses to cover

costs of classes in commercial and creative art,

junior drawing and coloring, naturecraft, mask-

making, orchestra, play-acting, model set build-

ing, stagecraft, stage dressing, music appreciation.

French conversation and play-acting, play-writ-

ing, and pottery making. Major productions in

the Children's Theater this summer include :

"Master Skylark," "Sleep-

ing Beauty," "The Stead-

fast Tin Soldier," "Puss 'n

Boots" and "The Parrot of

the Little Princess." In ad-

dition to these there are in-

formal studio programs

every Wednesday morning.

Making and dressing puppets
is an activity meeting with

a great deal of enthusiasm

among the girls who attend

Community Center classes
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In the course of the summer season young

yachtsmen of Palo Alto are given several

opportunities to compete in real regattas

The Children's Museum

The Palo Alto Children's Museum is an educa-

tional and recreational center created in 1934

through the efforts of a group of forward-looking

and progressive citizens, assisted by the city's Rec-

reation Department and some of its lay commit-

tees. The Museum is now housed in one of the

school buildings where groups of children enjoy its

fine exhibits and form clubs to develop their par-

ticular interests or hobbies. These include groups

in habitat construction, tree and bird study, insect

and stamp collecting, soap modeling, sketching

and hiking. Informal lec-

tures and talks, illustrated

by moving pictures and

slides, add greatly to the in-

terest of the Museum.

Swimming and Other

Sports

The municipal recreation

department has the manage-
ment and supervision of the

high school swimming pool

for the summer. Girls may
swim in the mornings and

boys in the afternoons. One

(Continued on page 326) \



Reading in the Open Air

EADING has a nat-

ural place in any
recreational pro-

gram, either for the

individual or for organized

groups. The books we haven't

had time to read are slipped

into vacation luggage ;
libraries

are an essential part of camp

equipment and playgrounds make place for pic-

ture books and stories to give variety and richness

to the long days of play.

To a librarian, any group of people with leisure

time is a challenge. Bryant Park in New York

City, as re-created by the present Commissioner

of Parks, was also an invitation. A wide and per-

fectly kept rectangular greensward, restful to the

mind as well as to the eye, has replaced a huge

The story of the outdoor library New
York City is providing in Bryant Park

By RUTH WELLMAN
Superintendent of Extension Work

New York Public Library

the

circle of burned grass.

Beds of luxuriant ivy

line the walks that were

before paths through
mud of winter and the

dust of summer. Park benches

that sprawled uninvitingly in

the sun now follow logical

lines along the edge of the

park under rows of trees. The order, beauty and

dignity made by these changes have brought to

the park a type of visitor it had not had before.

It is still a haven for the unemployed, but it has

also become a favorite stopping place for the city's

many visitors, for messenger boys and executives,

salespeople, shoppers and stenographers.

That all this varied group would want to read

in the park was taken for granted both by the

Photo by Leavitt for "Today'

287



288 READING IN THE OPEN AIR

library and by James V. Mulholland, Supervisor

of Recreation in the Department of Parks. With

his help, the Bryant Park Open-air Reading

Room was started in mid-August, 1935. The long

mall just back of the main library building forms

a natural reading room. The simple library equip-

ment, book-stalls, magazine racks and a beach

umbrella give a gay note of color. Readers sit,

for the most part, on benches grouped near the

librarians' table and in the little "reading al-

coves" at the side. During the busy lunch hour

the copings and the marble balustrade beyond are

crowded too. The library, manned by five WPA
workers supervised by the Extension Division, is

informal, friendly and devoid of red tape. The

reader selects his book or magazine from the

shelves and signs his name, but not his address,

on the book card which he leaves at the desk. He

may read anywhere in the park and is asked to

return his book before six when the library closes.

What They Read

And what does he read? The answer to this

question is that the reading of the man in the park

is as varied as the reading of people elsewhere.

His reading is recreational, but while to some this

means merely diversion, to others it means acquir-

ing a broader understanding through reading.

About 70% of the readers are men, and three

quarters of them read magazines. This is nat-

ural, both because in most cases time is limited to

a lunch hour and because, thanks to the generosity

of the publishers, there is a wide range of current

magazines. For the reader interested in what is

going on in the world, and there are many such

readers, there are the current issues of the Review

of Reviews, the Readers' Digest, the New Masses,

the New Republic, the Literary Digest and Scrib-

ners. Popular Aviation is always in demand. The

many readers interested in music and the stage

find the latest issues of Musical America, Stage,

Cue, the Theater Arts Monthly and even an oc-

casional gift copy of Billboard and Variety. Asia,

Travel and Travel and Transportation provide in-

spiration to those who like to roam far afield

while sitting on a park bench. Camera Craft is

eagerly sought by the rapidly increasing number
of amateur photographers. Hygeia, published by
the American Medical Association, answers many
health questions. The June issue of Recreation

has found an interested public in the park. Fic-

tion readers wait for the new numbers of Fiction

Parade, Liberty and Story. The New Yorker and

Judge lighten many lunch hours.

Books of short stories and mystery and de-

tective stories read at one sitting are most popular,

but more serious longer books are .read too. These

are frequently reserved and read in a number

of lunch hours. One young man this year has fin-

ished Thoreau's Walden. Bulfinch's Mythology,

always popular in the park library, has been taken

out sixteen times this summer. Ten people have

read Jackson's Outwitting Our Nerves and sixty-

three, Lawes' 20,000 Years in Sing Sing.

Poetry for reading under the trees has its obvi-

ous appeal. Most people read it in anthologies, in

Stevenson's Home Book of Verse and Auslander's

Winged Horse. Burns has, from the first, been

the park readers' favorite poet. Five people have

read Hamlet in the park. People all over the city

whose imagination is caught by the park library

idea bring gifts of books and magazines. The

library sends a truck to collect heavy packages of

gifts and park readers themselves frequently

make contributions to the collection.

The Public Is Honest!

Dr. John Finley, in an editorial in the New
York Times when the park library was first open-

ed, said that it would prove a test of the public's

honesty as well as of its literacy. The test, with a

minimum of red tape and almost no supervision,

has been complete, and statistics would seem to

prove that the public is honest. Almost 10,000

books and magazines were issued during the first

short season the library was open. Only thirty

were not returned. In the second year, when the

library was open from the middle of May until

November and the circulation was almost 65,000,

only seventy were lost. Rain, and not a lack of

public honesty, is the park library's greatest enemy. ;

The simple library equipment provides no protec-

tion. When it rains, the waterproof book-stalls

are quickly closed and readers and librarians alike

race for shelter. A more adequate protection from i

the weather might add to the library's efficiency

but it might also detract from its air of infor-

mality and friendliness.

History of Outdoor Libraries

Park libraries first appeared in Spain. Never

the gay and informal gathering places that seem

inevitable in the American scene, they are or

(Continued on page 327)

\



ome Contributions of Rural Drama

Development

of

Rural Life

By
D. E. LlNDSTROM
College of Agriculture

University of Illinois

Courtesy Prairie Farmer

IFE is A continuous drama. It

nas its comedy and its trag-

edy. At times it can be-

come very melodramatic, at

others, farcical.

Rural life reveals its own type

[

of drama; even in the daily
rounds of work on the farm moments become
dramatic. The old wet hen, goose money, the rind-

ing of the red ear of corn, the tantalizing of the

hired man these and many other phrases recall

to many of us scenes of comedy on the farm.

Stark tragedy, taking its toll of human life and

leaving in its wake human suffering is in the ex-

perience of many. Floods take the old homestead

and our loved ones ; .crops fail and children die for

lack of proper care; storms rip up treasured im-

|

provements these and many other dramatic

|

times lie in the life experience of most farm

people.

A group from the Blackhawk Com-
munity in Rock Island County,

of farm people and the way they

live. The best comedies of rural

Music and Drama Tournament.

True Drama Reflects Life

True drama, as shown on the stage or screen,

is that which reflects life as it is lived. The best

comedy is that which pictures the really amusing
situations in farm life; it is not burlesque, as are

so many of our one-act plays which "make fun"

in their production of Spark-
. .. ,i . life are just as fine, just as re-

in . the winning one-act play in 1*1*1.
the 1936-1937 Illinois Rural

sPectful of what actually is, as

those of city life, even the most

sophisticated. Literature in rural

drama is probably weakest at

this point. It is really hard to find good comedies

with rural life settings plays which do not de-

pend for their audience appeal primarily on the

"make fun" element. Mrs. Felton, who wrote

"Goose Money," found this out and set about to

write her own play on rural life. We need much
more effort along this line if farm people them-

selves are to stop making fun of themselves and

develop finer rural life philosophies. Go into any
rural community where plays are produced just

for entertainment and you'll doubtless find more

of this type of plays used than any other. Even
radio programs which ostensibly reflect rural life

get painfully overburdened with the chin-whisker,

rube-dialect, straw-chewing type of characteriza-

tion. Most self-respecting farmers immediately
turn to other programs when such come blaring

out at them ; there are so many fine things in life

on the farm that so frequently go unheralded that

I am in full sympathy with them when they do it.
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The same feeling grows when these types of

plays are put on in drama tournaments in the

same evening program with truly good rural plays.

Groups, having produced them, see their awful-

ness and turn with relief to other types of plays,

even though they be the type which are laid in

urban settings. The revolt in Wisconsin and in

New York, Vermont, North and South Dakota,

my own state of Illinois and other states has

helped materially in driving out the rube type of

play and bringing in plays which really reflect

rural life in its richness and its true color.

Much remains to be done not only in develop-

ing a better appreciation of good rural plays but

in getting people to write more of them. The early

work of Arvold in North Dakota and Koch in

North Carolina was directed primarily to the de-

scription, through drama, of life in rural areas.

Koch and his followers took life as they found it

in the mountain areas of the Yankee south. The

Carolina folk plays have won a deep and lasting

place in American literature. Arvold took the best

plays and demonstrated that farm folk could do

them. His work in "spotlighting" the little coun-

try theater has a place of its own in rural life

movements. These were intensive in their nature

the work by Koch and Arvold when once done

was well done.

The Wisconsin, Illinois, New York and other

tournament movements have suffered because of

their extensiveness. The ground work so well laid

out by Arvold and Koch could not be carried into

the tournaments. Notable efforts have been made

to do this through the drama schools in which

liberal use was made of Miss Rockwell, Miss

Borchers and others in Wisconsin, and those of

us watching the growth from the sidelines have

seen phenominal changes. Though we need more

attention to activity similar to the work in North

Dakota and in North Carolina, yet these tourna-

ments have made a dent. I like to think that they
have been as important, on the extensive side, in

developing a keener appreciation of good drama
on the part of farm folks, as the Little Country
Theater and Carolina Folk

Plays have by the intensive

method. Our work needs

greater intensification, we must

confess, and we are using
much of Arvold and Koch.

Let us hope that we can con-

tinue to intensify and at the

same time give more and more

"Rural drama is more than just enter-

tainment. It is the reflection of a

way of life. Give it that deep-seat-
ed motivation and it will flourish and
enrich the lives of all who take part
either behind the footlights, backstage
or in front of the curtain. Let us de-

velop a rich rural drama in America."

people an opportunity at this kind of culture in

rural life.

Tournaments have probably made their great-

est contribution in the stimulation of group

activity in rural life. In drama, group life is

pictured the family among whom an individual

has visions and seeks "Greener Grass," or "Neigh-

bors" who have forgotten how to be folks in their

desire for self ease. (How we enjoyed seeing

Peter forget himself when there was a little fel-

low to do for!) Family or neighborhood life has

probably found a greater place in rural dramatic

literature than the more complex form of com-

munity life. Yet most of these plays reflect

broader community forces at work, as, for ex-

ample, the coming of the hard road in "Detour

Ahead." A few new plays have come out taking

their materials from milk strikes, mortgage sales,

church or school fights and similar situations of

conflict. Farm groups in search of plays tend to

turn away from such plays unless the outcome has

some good in it. There is value in them, how-

ever. They usually show the futility of conflict

based on misunderstanding, the heartaches caused

by bullheadedness, a lack of open-mindedness and

the need for more tolerance, more willingness to

give and take. It would be hard to say how much

of this carries over into everyday life. Some does

carry over. Let us hope, then, that the newer

pla^s will reflect benefits of cooperation as much,
at least, as the heartaches from conflict.

This may sound like a challenge to publishers

and writers. Let it be so. I am not unmindful,

however, of the well-known fact that the play

should reflect life as it is. Good plays do so. This

is all the more reason to hope that they will re-

flect benefits of cooperation. But the challenge

goes as well to the social reformers
; people desire

the cooperative way of life our leaders should

show them the way.

Cooperation Engendered

Producing a play requires cooperation and/

therefore, begets cooperation. This would be a

trite statement were it not so

true. Many of you can cite inn

stance after instance of a play's

failing to go over because ol

lack of team work. It may
seem to the unschooled, more-

over, that team work is re-

quired only of the actors. Lack

(Continued on page 328)
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able Shuffleboard

Mow to make and play a

game which is suitable

for home, school, camp,
club house, recreation

center or playground

TABLE
SHUFFLEBOARD is suitable for mixed

groups of varying ages. It is a good game
for home, school groups, community and rec-

reation centers, camps, club houses, or play-

grounds. As a game, it affords sociability, fur-

nishes competition, and provides a continual chal-

lenge to improve one's skill, although it can be

enjoyed by those entirely untrained in sports.

Equipment
Table shuffleboard has the great advantage of

requiring little space. It can be played wherever

there is table room upon which the portable eight-

foot board can rest. Eight weighted discs and
four cues to push them are all that is needed to

play the game. A small wall blackboard is use-

ful to keep the score.

Making Your Own Table Shuffleboard. Use one

piece of Masonite Presswood 3/16x2x9 inches

because it is the ideal material for table' shuffle-

board, since it will not warp. Paint all figures white,

and make all lines Y% inch wide in white. Around
the outer edge, a 22 foot strip of ^ inch by Y$ inch

molding is nailed and glued on to prevent the

discs from sliding off the board while the game is

! being played. Two feet of ^ inch hose are fitted

on the inside of the molding at each end of the

shuffleboard to absorb some of the noise and to

keep the discs from rebounding. For the game,
eight flat, round, turned wooden
discs are needed, 2 inches in

diameter by ^4 inches thick, of

maple or equally hard close-

grained wood. Four should be

painted black and four red. The

ALICE A. SEFTON

four cues can be made of white pine, each

by 2' 2" long, with one end shaped and glued with

two pieces, as in the diagram.
A score board is convenient to chalk the re-

sults of each play. A large school slate would
serve the purpose, painted with a white line down
the middle, with the red and black lines indicated

at the top.

The cost of materials for making this game at

home is really very reasonable, as itemized below :

Cost of Materials for Table Shuffleboard

1 pc. Masonite Presswood 3/16" thick x 2' wide
9' long $1.80
(Presswood comes in 3 sizes, 5/16 J4 3/16.
If J4" size is used, change nails to 24" size;
the thicker the better, but the %" size increases
the cost to $2.80.

2 pc. K-"x^"xl2' yellow pine for border 25
4 cues 5^"x^"x2.2' long white pine 25
8 discs 2" in diameter x 1/4" thick, maple (Pur-

chase the above items at a lumber yard) 80
(Metal discs are preferable, however, because
with this weighting the game is more accurate ;

these can be cast at any foundry out of alumi-

inum, mixed with 40% copper. The cost would
be 20c each, or $1.60.)

Paint (red, white, and black) 30
Shellac (optional). For a finish, give board and

cues one coat of shellac.

4 feet of y-z" hose (outside size) 20
1 oz. $/&

"
nails 05

Glue . .10

A small

Miss Sefton is the Vice-Chairman

of the Women's Division, National

Amateur Athletic Federation. The

headquarters of the Division are

at 303 West 42nd St., New York.

$3.75

blackboard, with chalk and eraser

would probably be bought for

25 cents.

If you prefer to have the

board made by a carpenter, this

labor would add approximately
ten dollars to the cost.
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Playing Rules

The rules for the table game do not vary from

those sponsored by the National Shuffleboard

Association.

The game can be played by two people (sin-

gles) or four people (doubles) ; although one per-

son can practice the game and three people can

also play, with slight modifications.

1. In singles, both players play from the same

end of the court and change ends after each round.

Players do not change sides of the court, how-

ever. In doubles, partners play at opposite ends

but on the same side of the court.

2. One player or, in doubles, team uses the

black discs, and the other the red throughout a

match.

3. Choice of colors is determined before each

match by having the player slag one disc each to the

farthest dead line. The player whose disc comes

nearest to the center of the dead line has his

choice of color, or, in doubles, he and his partner,

have first choice. The red starts the play.

4. Play is started at the head (end opposite the

score board) of the court by the red, with black

following, and thus alternating until all discs have

been shot. This completes the first round of play ;

in doubles, it is called a half-round.

5. Players line all eight discs just behind the

ten-off line, each in his respective half of the area.

Remaining discs, other than the one being shot,

must be kept in this area.

6. Discs not going beyond the second cross line

are in the dead area, and must be removed.

7. Score is tallied again for red and black, and

each succeeding round is played with color-lead

alternating accordingly.

8. The first player to reach game point or over

is winner. Game is considered either 50, 75, or

100 points.

9. The second game is started by the black at

the end of the court where the discs came to rest

at the end of the preceding game. The third game
is started by the red, etc.

10. The player or team who wins two out of

three games is winner of the match.

Scoring

Score should be counted on all live discs inside

and not touching lines of scoring areas. The
separation line is considered a line only in start-

ing, not in scoring.

(Continued on page 329)

Courtesy Leisure

Diagram of Table Shuffleboard show-

ing details of cues and discs used
in playing the game, and method by
which hose is fitted to moldings



THE
SETTING of West Beach,

Santa Barbara, California,

is as nearly perfect from

the standpoint of an open wa-

ter area as a swimming in-

structor could wish. The beach

is quarter moon in shape, running east and west
and facing the ocean on the south. The water is

protected and calmed by an arm breakwater that

originates at the western point of the moon and
extends south into the sea approximately 200

yards off shore. From this point the breakwater
extends east by south for another 300 yards and
lies there, a giant protecting arm, for all the area.

At the eastern tip of the moon lies Stearns Wharf,
a half mile to sea.

The playground area is situated on the western
half of the beach. The shore has a very gradual

slope which permits a tall man to walk out 150
yards at low tide. The water is bacterially pure,

kept so by currents from the open sea. It varies

in temperature from 65 degrees to 62 degrees.

We Start!

On the opening morning last June, in the mid-
dle of this beautiful beach, ready for instruction,
stood one lone ten-year-old girl with her mother.
The child was frail and thin, and the natural as-

sumption was that she would not prove a likely

pupil because of the coldness of the water. The

department had envisioned
classes of thirty or forty pu-

pils. And there stood one hope-
ful mother and one young
slightly frightened looking

daughter !

This was a beginning, of

course, but not the one that

had been expected. What was
to be done? Of a number of

methods of publicity which

for

Child ren

The plan of the Santa Barbara Recre-

ation Commission to round out its

summer program with a program of

free swimming instruction for chil-

dren led to Mr. Plescia's assignment
at the West Beach Aquatic Play-

ground. The development of the pro-

gram was attended with so much en-

thusiasm locally that the Commission

believes other communities may bene-

fit from hearing about the experiment.

By
EARL PLESCIA

might have been used the

"person to person" canvass was

the only emergency course

available at the moment, so

with a confidence which he

was far from feeling, the in-

structor excused himself from mother and daugh-
ter after telling them that the class would be ready

to start in a few moments.

"How do you do? My name is Plescia. I am
recreation supervisor of West Beach. We are

starting free swimming lessons for children. May
I have your child in the class?" In this manner

every mother on the beach was approached. Re-

sult : three children of three mothers whose curi-

osity overcame their skepticism. The class, ready

to start, now had four pupils.

The first lesson was not so hard. We had the

necessary element. The class spirit asserted itself

and how it drove that quartet ! They washed their

faces. They dipped their faces. They blew bub-

bles from water held in their hands. They blew

bubbles with their faces in the water. They put

their heads under. Yes, by easy stages they licked

that inherent distaste for having one's head under

the water ! And they found for the first time that

ducking their heads under wasn't terrifying ; it was

fun! A quick glance at the faces of the parents

indicated that things were going nicely. On and

on the children advanced. They flutter-kicked.

They floated on their backs

and then their front side with

faces down. Standing in waist

deep water they worked their

arms in the prescribed manner

to achieve that sensationally

rhythmic six beat crawl. "All

right, just once more, then we
shall stop for today. Ready!
Down in the water to your
chin. Hands over head. Ready
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for face down float and flutter-kick. Now! Big

breath. Kick." Four small human torpedoes sped

for shore and the first lesson ended. "Hold on!

Just a minute, please, children. Be sure to tell all

of your playmates and friends about your swim-

ming lessons. Bring them down with you tomor-

row." And so was used the "tell your friends"

method.

We Educate the Parents

"Oh, Mr. Plescia, I am so thrilled. This is the

first.time Mary Lou has ever put her head under

water. How did you ever get her to do it?" All

this came in one breath from the mother of the

frail ten-year-old girl who had been the first to

volunteer for instruction. Realizing that parental

enthusiasm is a motivator that can be used as a

lever to pry away the most stubborn obstacles, the

instructor explained that one

always works from the known

to the unknown. By having

the children bring the water

to their faces with their

hands, they were doing some-

thing they were able to do,

in fact, had to do every

morning; besides that, the

children were delighted be-

cause they had found that

they could do the first step

so easily. So the attitude that

learning to swim is really easy was set in the very

first lesson. Now, the second step, the unknown,

is putting the face in the water. With the proper

command, in a tone of voice which carries the ex-

pectation that everyone will do as directed, the in-

structor says, "Big breath! Face down!" This

procedure is continued until the majority have

dipped their faces. The next step, to get their

heads under the water, is done in the following

manner: "Listen, children. Have you ever seen a

duck get his dinner ? Well, this is the way a duck

gets his dinner. See, first he gets down on his

knees, takes a big breath, puts his head under

where the food is, then, puts his bottom up, and

goes after the food." With a minority of failures,

this method nearly always gets a perfect response.

By sticking to the play idea, the old "heads under

bugaboo" is licked. Children over ten years of

age are told to go after two handfuls of sand. The
children are introduced to the crawl stroke by

imitating the wind mill or aeroplane. The flutter-

kick becomes the motor boat game. The finale

May we remind our readers of the

Swimming Badge Tests for boys and

girls issued by the National Rec-

reation Association, single copies
of which may be secured free of

charge? Emblems and certificates

for those passing the tests are

available at little expense. It is

not too late to use the tests in

your summer playground program.

comes with the floating on the back. "Now we

are going to sleep on the water." Thus the job

of floating is approached. The bravest of the

group are chosen and start individually. "Do you

know what holds us up when we float ? The water

holds us right by the ears. Put your arms out at

the side, get low in the water to the back of your

neck, now, lie right back on my hand." "Gee, that

is fun" is the answer every time.

And that was the explanation of the "how" that

was given to the first pupil's mother. Proud of

her child's progress, she helped to make plans for

publicity, the cry for which started that very eve-

ning, and C. C. Christiansen, Director of Recre-

ation for the city of Santa Barbara, notified the

press. Result, one press notice and thirty new

pupils. From that second day on, the enrollment

for the swimming class continued to swell until

at the end of two weeks,

ninety children were at work.

Each weekly press notice

brought new pupils. With the

size of enrollment and the

certainty of continued in-

crease, a new problem made

its appearance.

Then Came the Tests

Two weeks, and ninety peo-

ple who represented ages

from three and one half

years to fifteen years, and stages of efficiency

from one to ninety ! The problem, then, was that

of grouping the children into workable units.

Fifteen-year-old children just didn't fancy the

duck dinners ! Books and pamphlets were searched

for tests that would be appropriate to give people
in the throes of learning to swim, but none suit-

able for our purposes were to be found. So we

invented some ! Here are the tests :

GROUP I. Kindergarten Ages (4 to 6)

Must be able to :

1. Wash face and blow bubbles in water held in hand.
2. Lie on tummy in six inches of water and kick feet.

3. Mud crawl. (Swim with hands on shore.)

GROUP II. Ages 7 to 10 years inclusive.

(A) Beginners must be able:

1. To crawl kick with hands on bottom in shallow
water.

2. To submerge head twenty seconds.
3. To do face down float.

4. Float on back. (Assisted.)
(B) Advanced beginners must be able:
1. To do crawl kick with face down, unsupported.
2. To bob up and down submerging each time and ex-

haling under and inhaling through mouth above.

(Eight times.)
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3. To float on back without any help.
4. To take five strokes with face down.
5. To demonstrate correct crawl stroke on dry land.

6. Swimmers must be able to swim 20 feet in chest

deep water.

GROUP III. Ages 10 to 13 inclusive.

'A) Beginners must be able to :

Bob eight times.

Demonstrate flutter-kicks.

Face down float.

Float on back. (Assisted.)
Demonstrate correct crawl stroke on land.

'B) Advanced beginners must be able to :

Demonstrate flutter-kicks. Distance to be covered
8 feet.

Swim 6 strokes with face down.
Breathe with hands on bottom while doing flutter-

kicks.

Float on back without aid.

(c) Swimmers must be able to swim from chest deep
water five yards into deep water and return.

GROUP IV. Ages 14 to 21.

(A) Beginners must be able to :

1. Hold breath under water for thirty seconds.

2. Face down float.

3. Face down float with correct flutter-kicks. 12 feet.

4. Demonstrate correct crawl stroke on land.

5. Float on back with help.

(B) Advanced 'beginners must be able to:

1. Demonstrate flutter-kick, breathing and crawl stroke.

2. Take six strokes with face down or up.

3. Float on back unaided.

(c) Swimmers must be able to :

1. Swim from chest deep water six yards out and back.

2. While swimming turn on back and float for 15

seconds, and turn over and swim without feet

touching.
3. Tread water.

The Kindergarten group should have been

divided into three units. Former experience warn-

ed us that one can not hope for much success in

teaching groups of children under seven years of

age to swim. In the size group then being

handled, there was lit-

tle hope to do anything

for the wee tots ex-

cept to familiarize

them with the water

in preparation for the

following summer.
Even at this age com-

petition is very evi-

dent, and by their ef-

forts to out-do one

A group of Camp Fire

Girls at the Mishawaka,

Indiana, camp. Each

has a "buddy" with

whom she must keep in

touch while in the water

flk *

another, the children progressed to the extent that

it was necessary to transfer twenty-three of them
to the next age group.

We Solve a Problem !

Every person who has ever handled groups for

instruction where tests are involved, has found

that Mrs. Jones wishes to know why her son John
isn't in the same group as Mrs. Brown's son, Tom,
when John can swim just as far as Tom even if

John does dog paddle. The department was be-

sieged with questions of "How long will it take

my little boy to learn to swim?"

And then came a happy thought ! Five hundred

copies of the achievement tests were mimeograph-
ed and one handed to every mother, father, and

if the parent was not with the child, one was given
to the child to take home. It then became appar-

ent to Mrs. Jones, as the class routine was run

through, why her son John was not in the same

class as Tom Brown. The parents who queried
over the length of time necessary for their chil-

dren to learn to swim were met with an encourag-

ing smile, a copy of the achievement test, and the

statement that as they could see for themselves,

(pointing to the copy) it was entirely up to the

child. Ability to execute the sequence of steps

brought promotion and the ability to swim. In a

word, it was put up to the parents. And did they

cooperate? They most certainly did! When the

call for class came, one could hear mothers in-

structing youngsters to "Do as you are told."

(Continued on page 329)
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Model Aircraft Activity

THE
RECREATION COMMISSION of Linden, New

Jersey, sponsors two organized model air-

craft clubs in addition to the playground

model aircraft building groups. These two clubs

have an active membership of forty-one members

who meet every Saturday morning in the Hobby
Room in the Recreation Commission Headquar-

ters. Shop periods are held on Wednesday and

Friday afternoon after school hours.

Classification of Members. The boys are divided

into two groups seniors and juniors. The senior

group is composed of boys in high school or work-

ing (16 years to 22 years) ; the junior, of boys in

Junior High School, with some grammar school

boys ( 12 to 15 years).

Facilities and Tools. The Recreation Commission

has provided the groups with

work tables with pulp board

composition tops to facilitate

pinning the models in assem-

bling. The boys provide their

own material. The club owns

a number of tools which are

available to the members, such

as balsa strippers, winders and

pliers. The Hobby Shop pow-
erized tools are also at the dis-

posal of the boys, but they are operated by the

maintenance worker who is on duty at the time.

Supply Store. A supply store is maintained

where members may buy balsa wood, cement, tis-'

sue paper, wire and other model supplies. Since

the supplies are bought in quantity, they are pur-

chased at a saving which in turn is passed on to

the members.

Bulletin Board. The club bulletin board is kept

alive with notices of approaching contests, pic-

tures, and information pertaining to model build-

ing and aviation.

Contests. Semi-monthly indoor meets are held

during the winter in a nearby armory. The city

indoor championships are held in April. Outdoor

meets are also held semi-monthly during the

spring and summer, with the city meet climaxing

the season. The boys also conipete in many other

contests including inter-city rn^tV and the Union

County meet. County indoor and 'outdoor cham-

pionships are held by members of the club.
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The making of model airplanes
is still one of the most popu-
lar handcraft activities in a

number of cities. Here is an

account of the ambitious pro-

gram which is being conducted

in a city of New Jersey.

Awards. Ribbon achievement awards are mac

on the basis of duration of flight of models as

follows: Seniors, blue (7 minutes) ; red (5 min-

utes) ;
white (3 minutes) ; and yellow (2 min-

utes). The awards to juniors are on the same

basis and range from i minute to 5 minutes.

Point System. A very interesting point system

has been devised to stimulate activity in construc-

tion and theory of model aeronautics. Points are

awarded for attending meetings, entering and

placing among the first five in contests, writing

essays or articles on aerodynamic theory, devising

original devices which are useful in model build-

ing, or flying, building a gasoline model, building

unusual types of models such as autogyros, heli-

copters, ornithoplers, etc., and holding committee

or elective office posts. Awards

are made at the end of the in-

door and the outdoor seasons

to the one who has compiled

the largest point total at the

end of each season.

Officers, Committees. The

club officers are elected semi-

annually and take their respon-

sibilities seriously. The officers

are president, vice-president,

secretary, and treasurer. The Superintendent of

Recreation acts only in an advisory capacity. Com-

mittees are appointed to look after the various

phases of club activity as follows : publicity, con-

.- .tests, scrap book, point system, membership, and

properties.

Dues and Club Equipment. Nominal dues are

charged and are deposited in the club treasury.

The clubs use these funds for making awards, for

purchasing equipment, and for meeting the general

running expenses. At present the club owns two

one-cylinder gasoline engines, a gasoline model,

and various tools.,

Achievements.^ In addition to winning county

and inter-city championships, awards have been

won in the exhibition scale contest held recently

in connection with the National Aviation Show.

One of the boys, in winning an airplane drawing

contest, received an airplane trip to Chicago in

one of the large passenger transports.

(Continued on page 330)
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lecreation for Handicapped Children

By ARCHIE MACMILLAN

>OMPETITIVE

games are

an integral

part of recreation.

Matching your
strength, speed

and skill with that

of the other fel-

low adds zest to

your own efforts.

You try harder

when someone
else sets the pace.

And in your striv-

ing to overtake

the man ahead, the

ones trailing you

try a little harder

too. Thus the

speed of the group
is accelerated as a

whole.

Courtesy New York JustWhen timers
think that an ath-

lete is in record breaking form, the best pace set-

ters are called upon to help him set a new stand-

ard. To no specific group is the development of

the competitive spirit more vitally necessary than

among physically handicapped children whether

they be blind, deaf, paralytic, epileptic, cardiac,

diabetic or maimed. No greater service can be

rendered humanity than to convince these little

ones that they are not excluded from the game
of life.

Let us first consider the blind and those who
have seriously impaired vision.

For the Blind

Children who live in total darkness find solace

in games especially devised to suit their needs.

Fostering of the play instinct affords them the joy
of knowing and feeling that they are just as much
a part of the human family as their sighted

brothers.

The blind need games to dis-

tract them, to take them out of

the habitual state of concentra-

tion in which they are plunged.
When a smile illumines the face

Mr. MacMillan, a newspaper
man, compiled this information

while working on a project which

was sponsored by the Welfare

Council of New York City.

ication of the Blind

of a blind person it is always a smile and never a

grin. They are made radiantly happy by games

arranged for them that fall into three classes

rhythmic, outdoor and adapted.

Blind children find great joy in marching, run-

ning and skipping to music. Folk games and

dances that call for circle formation are particu-

larly helpful. For obvious reasons games in which

the hands are joined are well suited to the blind.

Manufacturers of phonographs are notably gen-

erous in supplying records to help blind children

play their rhythmic games. Music is an excellent

outlet for the suppressed ego of the sightless and

the blind musician is proverbial in all countries.

The little ones who are groping for some con-

tact with others are taught to play such games as

Little Ball Pass Along, Echo, Call Ball, Dog and

Bones, Roll Ball. In playing Little Ball Pass

Along the children form a large circle. Then they

sing the song, "Little Ball Pass

Along," and roll the ball around

the circle from one child to the

next. When the last word of the

song is sung, the child who has

the ball knocks on the floor three
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times. The teacher then taps another child and

this one goes over to the one who has the ball,

asks him a question and tries to guess from the

answer who he is. If the guesser is successful, he

starts the ball rolling for the repetition of the

game. If he is unsuccessful, the child who last

held the ball starts it rolling again.

The games of Call Ball and Dog and Bones are

on the same order as the preceding one, training

the children to recognize one another by sound.

Roll Ball is more important because it helps de-

velop the children's sense of direction. They sit

in a circle on the floor, with one child in the cen-

ter. The child in the center says : "Here I am,

Harry.'' Harry rolls the ball to the child who

called. Harry then says, "Here I am, Mary."

Mary rolls it back to Harry and the teacher con-

tinues to direct the passing back and forth around

the circle.

When playing outdoors, games on the order of

Belled Cat and forfeits are ideal for blind chil-

dren. In playing Belled Cat, one player is named

the "cat" and a tiny bell is suspended from his

neck. The other players, who impersonate the

mice, try to catch the "cat." When he is caught,

he becomes one of the mice and the player who

caught him becomes the new "cat."

In forfeits, all but two of the players sit in a

circle. One of these goes into the center of the

circle and the other walks around and asks each

player for some article. Each player must also

remember what article he has given the collector.

After each player has given something, the col-

lector stands behind the center player, who is

kneeling and holds one article at a time over his

head saying: "Heavy, heavy hands over the

head." The one who is kneeling asks, "Fine or

superfine?" The collector says "fine" if the ar-

ticle belongs to a boy and "superfine" if it belongs

to a girl and then asks : "What must the owner

do to redeem it?" The kneeling player tells what

the owner must do to redeem the forfeit. He may
be called upon to run a certain number of steps

or perform some other not impossible stunt. Each

player must do something to redeem his article.

If anyone fails to do his stunt, he forfeits his

article.

For the adolescent and adult blind more strenu-

ous games have been arranged that bring all the

other physical faculties into play on a basis that

closely approaches normal. Leapfrog and leap-

frog races as well as a tug-of-war are enjoyed by
the blind. Football with considerable adaptation

can be played by the partially blind. The ball is

not passed or carried but kicked. No goal posts

are used and no distance lines except "half way"
lines to show the starting point. The object of the

game is to kick the ball over the goal line of the

opposing team, thus scoring one point. The mem-

bers of the opposing team try to prevent the ball

from going over their goal line by stopping it

with their bodies.

While it is not generally known, the blind also

participate in competitive athletic meets. They en-

gage in relay races, potato races and other short

tests of speed. Contests of this nature help de-

velop a feeling of comradeship. With padded

safeguards around the side of the rink, the blind

can also enjoy roller skating. Wrestling they find

great sport but swimming is usually the favorite

because here there are few hazards to overcome.

Deaf Children

Nearly all forms of recreation and competitive

sports are open to the deaf. The various State in-

stitutions throughout the nation turn out teams in

football, basketball, baseball and track that hold

their own with regular A. A. U. and sometimes

professional opponents. In fact, physical train-

ing with the deaf is almost a fetish. In Mary-
land a deaf sprinter set a country record and

many other prominent athletes have been known

to have had impaired hearing. The Olympic

games for the deaf will be held at Stockholm,

Sweden, in 1939.

The Crippled Child

The crippled or maimed child also finds life is

made much merrier by engaging in games of skill.

Usually these youngsters become enthusiasts at

playing the lighter type games such as shuffle-

board, ping pong, deck tennis, and croquet. One-

legged swimmers who can match speed with their i

schoolmates are not uncommon in the high school'

pools of New York City.

The Association for the Aid of Crippled Chil-

dren in New York City has found by experience <

that participation in sports contests of some kindi

makes a crippled child more self-reliant and en-

ables him to overcome the feeling that he is hope-

lessly incapacitated and excluded from the general

run of activities. Even the boy in the wheel chair

can be taught to develop into an efficient umpire^

of baseball games and enjoys himself immensely;

as a result. In fact, observers say that in athletics

(Continued on page 330)
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A Gypsy Story-teller Casts Her Spell

SUMMER evening in San Francisco,

shortly after six o'clock, a small boy stood

outside the gate of Mission Playground,

intently watching. The playground was closed for

the night and seemed to be entirely deserted
; still

the little boy lingered, peering through the bars

of the gate with a singular fixedness. Presently a

young woman emerged from the clubhouse; she

was dressed in trimly tailored street clothes, and

, carried an overnight bag in her hand.

The small boy's face plainly showed disappoint-

E ment, but as the young woman approached him he

. spoke.

"Please, lady," he asked, "did you see a gypsy
in there?"

The lady smiled down at him. "What kind of

gypsy?"

"Oh, gee, a swell gypsy!" answered the child.

"She was so pretty and she told us about a million

I stories. I saw her go in there and I know she

didn't come out yet, 'cause I been watchin'."

The young woman laughed and patted his curly

head. "There's nobody in there now, Davey," she

I said, "I imagine she's gone where all gypsies go at

: night. It's rather hard to keep track of them, don't

I you think? And isn't it about time for you to run

along home for supper ?"

The little boy sighed. "Well, I guess so," he

I answered, "but, I sure would like to see her again."

"Well" he added on a brighter note, "she said

she'd be back again next week, anyhow."
And Polly McGuire, watching him as he trotted

off down the street, saw him stop and look back,

I
one two three times, before he finally gave up
and turned the corner for home. She put down
the suitcase containing the gypsy costume while

she waited for the street car.

"I think that's really about the nicest compli-

j

ment I ever had," she mused thoughtfully.
That was three years ago, the year the Recrea-

tion Department's Polly McGuire, who is young
just a girl, really enthusiastic and gifted with a

rare understanding of the

hearts of children, be-

came the gypsy story-

teller to thousands of

boys and girls all over

San Francisco. And how
they loved her! All dur-

ing the long summer months they awaited her day
at their playgrounds with ill-concealed impa-

tience; they thronged to the car line, dozens of

them, to meet her ; they almost came to blows over

the honor of carrying her suitcase.

It is not hard to understand Mrs. McGuire's

popularity once you have seen -her with one of

her story hour groups. Mrs. McGuire loves

stories ; she loves to tell them, and she loves chil-

dren. These are the reasons she is able to take a

restless, noisy group and convert it suddenly into a

quietly relaxed circle, intent on every word she

utters. Her power to catch the attention of chil-

dren in a split second and to hold them spellbound

by the hour seems like some magical quality to the

watcher
; yet Mrs. McGuire merely laughs at such

an idea, and maintains that practically anyone can

become a good story-teller with but a little study
and effort.

Most people, says Polly McGuire, can't tell

stories because they think they can't; they are

afraid to try. Or perhaps they belittle story-tell-

ing, thinking it merely a childish activity which

requires no thought or special ability, or a light

form of amusement for infants of the nursery

rhyme stage. Yet story-telling at its best is an art

and should be treated as such. Long before books

or printing were known, long before writing was

commonly used as a medium for transferring

thought, the word-of-mouth tale had become a tra-

dition. Tales of mythology dating from an un-

known antiquity were handed down from father

to son for generations ; heroic epics of the valor-

ous deeds of half-imagined, half-factual heroes

were recounted by wandering minstrels who

handled them with a conscious artistry which has

endured in many of the most beautiful tales in all

languages among them Homer's incomparable

Odyssey. So if it is to be done correctly, telling a

story must not be considered a too simple task;

on the other hand it is not necessary to make it

too complicated.

The wandering minstrels of long ago have been replaced

by story-tellers in gypsy dress, but the art of story-

telling still wields its charm as it did in bygone days
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Mrs. McGuire gives three fundamental rules to

follow for successful story-telling:

First: Know your story. Read it over every

time you tell it. Don't improvise absurdly, or

skim over or leave out parts. Children are quick

to recognize shams of any kind, and they will lose

interest.

Second: Like the stories you tell. If a story

doesn't mean anything to you personally, don't

use it; it will mean less to your audience. Let

there be a well-defined plot, not too complex, of

course, but interesting. And don't be afraid a

story loses in entertainment value because of his-

torical or other educative factors; children are

eager to learn about the world which lies outside

their immediate experience.

Third: Know your audience. Different age

levels, different nationality groups cannot be ex-

pected to react the same to all manner of stories.

And if you have a mixed age group, arrange your
stories to suit. Airplane and radio stories which

will interest older boys and girls can be told first ;

the tiny tots will listen even if they don't quite

understand. Afterwards, the older children may
go and the little fellows have to their hearts' con-

tent the "princess" and "giant" stories they adore.

Mrs. McGuire, who has been a San Francisco

playground director for eight years and knows
children rather well, considers an hour or an hour

and a half the most appropriate length of time

for a story-hour period. She begins the session

by telling four or five short stories
; after this the

favorite tales are acted out by the children in an

impromptu style, a feature which is known as the

"story-play." These informal performances are

much enjoyed by the children, and have been

proved valuable aids in stimulating memory work,

originality of expression, and as a first step in

dramatics.

During the three vacation periods in which she
has acted as the Recreation Department's story-

teller, Mrs. McGuire has experimented with many
ideas. The gypsy costume used the first year was
so successful that during the next season the cos-

tume was varied each week. Nationality costumes

Norwegian, German, Italian, Scotch, Russian,
Arabian as well as a princess and a witch cos-

tume, were used, and stories were told to "match"
the dress. This proved a most favorable means
of attracting interest in the programs ; the children
had great fun guessing what next week's costume

might be, and at the time of the meeting showed

much interest in learning about the parts of the

world which the costumes represented.

As for stories, Mrs. McGuire has tried almost

every type in existence, including a serial which

was told quite successfully during the second year.

On the whole, however, Mrs. McGuire likes

shorter stories, and prefers to use those with

which the children might not otherwise come in

contact, to enrich their "story vocabulary" as she

terms it. Ghost stories are without a doubt the

most popular of all types. A Chinese youngster

recently had everybody puzzled by his repeated

request for a "mummy" story ; he shook his head

at every story which was tried until one day the

story teller began a ghost story. There was a

flash of Oriental grin, and he settled back in his

chair content; this was his "mummy" story. Ac-

tion in a story is essential and the children love

to have Mrs. McGuire act out the most interest-

ing parts; this both improves the story in their

estimation, and helps them later in story play.

As a rule it is not necessary to stimulate inter-

est in a story program. Wherever there is a good

story-teller there will usually be an appreciative

audience. Yet once in a while there is an excep-

tion. At the first class held at Chinese playground,

Mrs. McGuire looked in some dismay at the circle

of stoic-faced youngsters with their noncommittal

eyes. What were they thinking about ? Were they

even listening? But she told a story, determined

to do or die in the attempt. When she finished she

asked whether they would like to. act out one of

the stories. Not a sound answered her only the

negative shaking of the circle of shiny black heads.

Then the children got up and silently filed out.

The next time, thinking that the children prob-

ably did not care for the stories, Mrs. McGuire

spent the hour conducting games. Later she ven-i

tured another story, which was greeted by the

same silence.

The following week Mrs. McGuire entered:

Chinese playground to find her class lined up by
the fence, waiting for her.

"Well, children," she greeted them. "What
shall we do today? Play games or tell stories."

"Act !" chorused a score of small voices in uni-

son. And now they are among the best, though
still the least expressive listeners, as well as among
the best impromptu dramatists of all groups.

During the recently completed season, Mrs
McGuire told stories to an audience of well oves

(Continued on page 331)



inding Time for Family Activities

IN

SIGRID UNDSET'S The Longest Years, we have

an almost ideal example of a father and mother

who found time for family activities. Ing-

vild's mother shared her little pleasures, and her

father took time to explain details of things about

them. This sympathetic interest on the part of

the family was characteristic of each member.

Even grandfather took pains to include the chil-

dren, especially in excursions. These family re-

lationships are all pleasantly, even poetically de-

scribed in passages such as the following:

"Their grandfather used to take them for a drive

every Sunday afternoon, but when they came to a

hill they all had to get down and walk. Some-
times these drives were undertaken to visit farms
where her grandparents had friends. She never

forgot one of these evenings it was late in the

summer and she was standing on a grass plot which
had lately been mown with a scythe, leaving the

most charming pattern of curves in the short grass.
Behind her was the end of one of those long farm-

houses, and it was painted a light sea-green, and
the windows were so pretty to look into with their

flowers and lace curtains. ... It was all so beau-

tiful, the whole sky was pink and yellow, and
where the grass left off there was a field of oats.

She looked and looked and discovered a hundred
new things. . . ."

Not Finding, but Taking, Time

To most busy families finding time for family

activities is a vital problem. Already the day is so

full of routines for every member of the family

from the young baby to grandfather that parents

wonder how any more family activities can be in-

cluded in this already busy house. However, we

often find that daily schedules need to be reor-

ganized or revised. By doing this, and by pro-

viding a really flexible program, we reorganize

and revise our thinking as well. We are soon

aware that, if permitted, eight-year-old Margaret
and ten-year-old Tom will make their own beds,

hang up their own sleeping garments, and

straighten their own rooms each morning before

school. Soon they will become quite skilled in

performing these duties and eventually will re-

quire very little of mother's help and supervision.

Thus not only is mother relieved of this respon-

sibility, but Margaret and Tom are learning to

cooperate, and as a reward mother often will have

time, interest and energy to join with Margaret
and Tom in their latest hobby or interest. The
more children in the family the larger the number

By HAZEL S. SCHAUS

Mrs. Schaus, who is a member of the

staff of the Iowa Child Welfare Re-

search Station, is on leave of ab-

sence serving as State Supervisor,

Nursery School and Parent Educa-

tion, Works Progress Administration.

of duties that can be taken care of, but the better

managers the parents must be in order to supply
the proper guidance for their children. It is not a

matter of finding time but of taking time and

recognizing the value of taking it.

A Feeding Station Started It All!

Ten-year-old Ted came home from school one

evening enthusiastic about building a feeding sta-

tion for the winter birds. His father, an office

man, was busy balancing the family budget when
his son approached him with his new idea, but he

was willing to take time to listen. Ted's father

knew very little about building materials, but he

was interested in his son's enthusiasm and did

know how to organize and plan. Before the

month was over they had gone to the library to

get books and instructions and had the feeding
station well under way. Not only were Ted and

his father interested, but Mary and her mother

became equally enthusiastic. Many of the plans

were made during meal time when all could share

ideas. Mary found an interest in selecting the

right kind of timber to be used, out of which

grew a study of different types of wood and a

new activity for Mary and her mother. Mary sud-

denly wished to dust the furniture for mother in

order to look for all the little curls and markings
found in the different kinds of wood and to see if

she could identify them.

Mother's club was at that time studying period

furniture, and so Mary and mother had an ac-

tivity that really grew out of Ted's desire to build

a feeding station for the winter birds. These two
interests were year-round. Ted and father were

as interested in the discoveries that Mary and

mother had made in the world of furniture as

Mary and mother had been in the feeding station.
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When I say that these two interests were all-

year interests, let me explain that this wise father

and mother fostered and guided their children's

interest to the extent that the family vacation for

the next summer was planned to include both of

these interests. On their two-weeks auto trip the

following summer not one dull moment was ex-

perienced, for they were out to see what they

could see as they were driving along, at times no-

where in particular. It was fascinating how the

most interesting furniture and birds were found

when they had least expected to find them. The

whole family agreed that the reason they made so

many interesting discoveries was because they

were constantly on the lookout for them. The

children had taken books along to identify all of

their "finds."

As the years went on, the children's early inter-

ests included not only birds, timber and furniture,

but also history, geography, handicrafts, science,

cooperation, happy times, and learning to live to-

gether with common family interests.

Tom's friend, Bob, was also interested in con-

structing from timber, but he most of all wanted

to build bridges. From his early sand-table days,

he adored bridges. Bob still liked to go to the

basement to build bridges, reservoirs, and dams in

his three-year-old brother's sand-table. Often his

father went to the basement with Bob where they

had pictures of bridges tacked up on the wall.

For a long time they had been saving them with

their descriptions and locations. From his weekly

allowance Bob had saved enough to buy a kodak

so that they could take their own pictures as they

drove along the highways. Then Bob and his

father learned to develop and print their "snaps,"

which was much less expensive than having them

finished down town. The interest really became so

great that the little dark room which Bob and his

older brother Charles had built in the basement

was not big enough to house the whole family

when the films were to be developed.

Hints to Parents

Similarly, other groups of parents and children

are finding time for family activities and learning

that their pleasure grows in proportion to the in-

terests which they share. For those who would

like to find time for family activities, the follow-

ing hints may be helpful.

i. Find the children's interests and incorporate
them with daily duties and daily living together.

2. We, as parents, must have a cooperative at-

titude in order to guide or help carry on proposed

activities and suggestions.

3. We need to be constantly aware that it is

desirable for children to be permitted to do in-

dependent thinking, to do their own research, to

solve their own problems.

4. Parents need to remember also that they

themselves are persons with needs and rights of

their own. If they become so engrossed in the

pressing needs of their children as to forget this,

they will be short-sighted. Nothing forms a more

solid basis for really enduring family enjoyment

of one another than continued flexibility, growth,

and change.

5. Parents who wait to find time for doing

things with their children usually lose out on this

type of family fun. But the families who incor-

porate these interests with everyday duties and

experiences are the ones who have recognized

their value and made the effort to enlarge and

materialize family activities.

"Out of doors, in the yard, we can have much
fun by building an outdoor fireplace from either

bricks or stones, and cooking supper there for a

change. Let dad and the boys do the cooking and

bar all canned food. A marshmallow roast can

follow the supper, with stories and songs around

the fire afterwards. Horseshoes will also find a

place in the yard, and on the side of the house we

can hang a dart baseball board. We make the

darts from corks, a nail and spme feathers. In

some places a corncob is used instead of a cork.

If there is a strip of concrete from the road to

the barn we can paint a shuffleboard outline, and

using wooden disks or old tin pie plates and a

broom, play the game. A length of rope and an

old automobile shoe make an excellent and safe

swing. A sand box in a shady place, with the

sand at one end damp, means hours of fun for the

little ones. Blocks can be made by sawing a 2 x 4
into the size of bricks and rounding the edges,

dipping them into dyes for color. Be sure andi

have a shelf at one end of the sand box so that

the pies and cakes may be shown to all. Where
there is no shade an awning can be made with a

couple of yards of gaily striped material stretched

over four posts.

"A flower garden made with wild flowers that

can be transplanted interests every member of

the family." John Bradford, in a radio address, ,



Seventy Miles by root in the Sierra

By REYNOLD E. CARLSON and RUTH CARLSON

IT

is EARLY on a Monday morning. The sky is

cloudless, as is usual during a Sierra summer.

The waters of the Merced, icy cold, having but

recently emerged from the melting snows of the

mountains above, tumble and laugh over granite

boulders, dividing temporarily to form the well-

named Happy Isles.

Gathered on the bridge is a group of twelve or

thirteen men and women, about evenly divided as

to sex, ranging in age from the 'teens to that in-

definite period when the love of adventure ends.

All are dressed in comfortable boots, low shoes,

or even tennis shoes. Some wear hiking trousers,

some ordinary sturdy trousers or skirts. All carry

small knapsacks, containing a change of socks and

underwear, a minimum of toilet articles, perhaps

an extra pair of shoes lest the ones they wear

rub their feet in the wrong spots and a roll of

adhesive tape to take care of those rubbed spots.

A few carry fishing rods, cameras or field glasses.

Let's Start

In the center of the group is a young man in

forest green, on

his hatband the

letters U. S. N.

P. S. After wait-

ing for a tardy

couple to join the

group, he counts

those present and

announces/'Let's

start!" The hik-

ers bid good-bye
to those who
have come to see

them off, laugh
at a few jesting

At the end of the

first day they were
well on their way

Courtesy National Park Service

admonitions, adjust knapsacks, pose for snapshot

pictures, and start out. Several glance thought-

fully at the rushing waters of the Merced, antici-

pating eagerly the pleasures of following that

beautiful stream up past the spots where it tu-

multuously rushes over the cliffs that form Vernal

and Nevada falls, up to its quiet resting places in

Little Yosemite valley, up again into some of the

highest peaks of the entire country, where the

stream, by then divided into countless trickling

rivulets, is born.

Such is the typical start of the seven-day hiking

trip in Yosemite National Park, California, a

unique form of nature recreation fostered by the

United States National Park Service. These

trips are much more than mere hikes. They are

led by a ranger-naturalist, a man thoroughly

versed in the ways of bird, beast and flower of the

Sierra. Through regions unsurpassed in scenic

splendor, with each day bringing new experiences,

he guides his party and helps them to understand

and appreciate more of the natural world around

them than most of them could learn in any other
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fashion. He does not "teach," but he does impart

his knowledge and experiences and enthusiasms

to those who wish to share them.

Who are those who undertake the trip? They

are strangers to each other, most of them, from

various parts of the country. One woman is a

teacher from an eastern college. Another is a

stenographer in San Francisco. A third, a mother,

has left her children with someone else in a Yo-

semite camp so that she may engage in this ad-

venture. One of the men is a movie technician;

another, an eye specialist; a third, a high school

graduate in Yosemite for the summer before en-

tering college. There is almost no limit to the

variety of interests they represent in their work.

Nor have they all had previous hiking experience,

though each is in sound health. Some are sea-

soned mountaineers who have climbed the most

difficult peaks of the Sierra; others have never

before set foot on a mountain trail. But all have

in common two qualities good sportsmanship

and a desire for adventure, physical and mental.

The National Park Service has been conduct-

ing these trips weekly during July and August for

several years, providing the guidance of a ranger-

naturalist absolutely free of charge. The only

cost lies in the accommodations provided at the

High Sierra hiking camps, where "a dollar a

night, a dollar a meal" is the rule. Reservations

for the trip are made with the Park Naturalist,

Yosemite National Park. Not more than fifteen

people may go on any one trip.

The hike starts slowly, for the long trail leads

uphill, and the naturalist knows that his party
will arrive much less tired after a slow trip than

after a hurried one. The party stops frequently
to admire the view, to listen to a robin, to examine

a yellow pine, and, incidentally, to rest. The route

for the week is roughly circular, and members of

the party will not return this way to Yosemite

valley, so they attempt to remember each detail

of the changing view. The trail leads past Vernal

fall, and the travelers realize that vernal indeed

are the plants kept green in the showers of spray.
Soon they reach Nevada fall, a higher, more tur-

bulent drop than that of Vernal, seen first from
below and finally from above, where, by ventur-

ing onto the rock ledge, the hikers may peer over
the rim into the stormy pool below into which the

waters plunge. The naturalist points out rocks
which have been highly polished by the glacier and

transports his party back in imagination to the

days, recent in earth's history but ancient com-

pared to man's, when this great glacier gouged out

the canyon where the Merced flows. He shows

them scratches on the rock which give evidence

today of the day the glacier moved.

On they move through Little Yosemite valley,

where they stop, choosing one of the quieter pools

of the Merced, an ideal spot for lunch and for

wading.

Already the plant life seems different from that

seen in the morning, and the naturalist explain the

"life zones," telling how different animals and

plants adapt themselves to life at different eleva-

tions, so that the climb of about two thousand feet

in elevation has brought a completely different

form of life, similar to that of Canada. Even more

pronounced will the difference be in the next few

days, when the party will climb into the Hudson-

ian zone where life is comparable to that of the

Hudson Bay area, and finally will pass timberline,

the limit of tree life, but not of plant life, for

polemoniums, heather and other alpine flowers

still persist, even in the country where snows sur-

round them all summer. Life here is comparable
to that in the Arctic. Thus in climbing a few

thousand feet the adventurers will find life such

as they would otherwise see only by traveling

north to the Arctic zone.

Stopping for the Night

The first night brings the hikers to Merced

Lake, a beautiful glacial lake, at one end of which

lies the camp, a group of tents furnished simply
with comfortable cots, chairs, and wash stands.

Very few others besides the hiking party are at

the camp.
Dinner is the crowning event of the day, and

the soup, ham, trout (if the fishermen in the party

have been lucky) vegetables, home-made bread,

coffee and apple pie, in quantities that would make
one blush under ordinary circumstances, disappear

rapidly. The dinner is doubly appreciated when it

is realized that everything was brought up the

precipitous trail by mule back. Table talk is

friendly and animated. Hiking and eating to-

gether in the mountains have broken down arti-

ficial reserve; seldom on such trips is there a

"Mr.," "Mrs.," or "Miss" left after the first few

days.

Dinner over, every one is free. There are no

obligations, no work to do. What a pleaure to be

able to relax so completely ! As the night shadows

gather the air grows chilly, sweaters are donned

gratefully, and the group migrates to the fire built
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Mt. Dana, which is the second highest peak in Yosemite,
tempts many hikers to climb its more than 13,000 feet

:

out of doors

in the center

of camp.
They sing old

', songs. Two of

the girls sing

an improvised

parody on
each member

of the party,

which brings

them a lion's

share of ap-

plause. The
naturalist tells

about some

subject close

to their inter-

ests perhaps

the story of

pioneers or

Indians in these moun-

tains, or it may be a

story of the bears or

deer abounding there.

The camp hostess surprises the group by bringing
out some corn, and the sound and smell of pop-

ping corn erase all memory of the huge dinner.

The campfire breaks up about nine, for the day
has been long and morning comes early in the

High Sierra. There is not much talking in the

tents, except from one man so stimulated by the

beauties of that day that he must express his en-

thusiasm. The rest fall to sleep, and he talks on.

No bed was ever so comfortable as these little

cots after a long hike !

The brisk morning air makes appetites keen,
but even the hungriest of eyes are satisfied when

|

they fall upon prunes, corn flakes, cream of wheat,

eggs, bacon, fish, hot cakes, syrup, muffins, jam,
coffee and chocolate. Eat some of everything if

you can! With such an encouraging start to the

! day, knapsacks are shouldered again, and the party
is off with a hearty "Good-bye !" to the couple who
operate the camp.

Off Again !

The second day carries the party to timberline,

over Vogelsang Pass, and gives the more ener-

getic members the thrill of climbing, perhaps for
' the first time, a real mountain Vogelsang Peak,

11,511 feet high. Many people have questioned
the sense of climbing mountain peaks. Though

the view ob-

tained from a

peak is itself

sufficient re-

ward for
hours of la-

borious climb-

ing, there is

the additional

reward in a

sense of
achievement

and of physi-

cal self-suffi-

ciency that de-

fies all "com-

mon sense"

denunciation

of mountain

climbing.

Near the

pass the observant
hiker catches a

glimpse of the moun-
tain cony, that short-

legged, round-eared, tailless little "haymaker" of

the mountains, who prefers for his home the high

country just below timberline.

This second day's hike brings the adventurers

into still another zone of life. The red firs and

Jeffrey pines are left behind, and the graceful
mountain hemlocks, the juniper and the white pine
take their places. Finally, as the last tree of tim-

berline, is the white-barked pine, the hardiest of

all Yosemite trees, forming forests of dwarfed

trees, triumphing in that bleak country which

forces other trees to seek more kindly altitudes.

When the pass is finally reached and the hiker

looks down on the vast expanse below, with its

many quiet glacial lakes, he forgets the stiff mus-
cles and sore feet that have irked him all morning.
On no other morning will those muscles annoy
him quite so much; the second day out is always
the day when sore muscles manifest themselves.

Night finds the party at Vogelsang Camp, not

far below timberline. How quiet and restful here !

No city lights, no noisy doorbells or automobile

horns, in this restful little camp which looks up
toward eternally snow-covered peaks.

On the third morning the party starts out for

Tuolumne Meadows, taking its choice of two

routes, one direct, one longer. The longer, usually

more popular, follows the Lyell fork of the Tuo-
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lumne River. Here the water is heavily laden with

"glacial milk," that white rock-powder which the

glacier on Mt. Lyell has incredibly ground and

which clouds the water for miles before the

stream can lay down its burden.

Tuolumne Meadows is a broad, flat area, filled

with flowers and lodgepole pines. Here the nat-

uralist spends much time showing the group the

flowers of the meadows, which are at their prime,

for it is still spring at this elevation. Indeed, from

April to September it is spring in the Sierra, if

one will but "follow the springtime" from the

foothills to the highest passes as the season

progresses.

The most civilized spot the hikers encounter is

Tuolumne Meadows, for here is a small store

where they may buy new supplies of adhesive

tape, films, or candy bars. Here, too, via the

Tioga Road, come automobiles, which look rather

strange, for the hikers have seen and heard noth-

ing like them for three days a short time, per-

haps, but oh ! how long in experience !

Mountain Climbing They Go !

Since two nights are to be spent in Tuolumne

Meadows, weary ones may rest all the next day.

Most, however, chose to tackle a real mountain

peak by climbing Mt. Dana, the second highest

peak in Yosemite, 13,050 feet high. Early on the

fourth morning, then, burdened only with a

lunch, they start out, perhaps escorted this time

by the young ranger-naturalist from Tuolumne

Meadows. They ride via the Tioga road to a

spot about four miles below the summit and start

hiking from the 9,700 foot level.

A wild flower garden, gaily carpeting the moun-
tain with myriad colors, greets them near the be-

ginning of the ascent. Flowers never before seem-

ed so colorful and luxuriant in growth. A sleek,

fat marmot, erect on his hind legs, peers at them

curiously from a granite boulder, barks shrilly,

then clambers awkwardly out of sight.

As the group goes higher the slope gets

steeper. Colorful, metamorphosed, sedimentary
rocks appear, contrasting vividly with the usual

grey granite of the Sierra, and the naturalist ex-

plains that these ancient rocks have remained un-

touched by the glaciers which scoured away sedi-

mentary boulders from the valleys below. On the

northeast slope of the mountain the party looks
down with wonder upon what seems at first to be
a large patch of dirty snow. This is a living gla-

cier, grinding, with incredible force, the hard rock

below, even as, on a larger scale, did the glacie

which made Yosemite Valley.

Over the boulders they scramble, stopping t

exclaim at the tiny lichens red, green, yellov

white, and black which cover large sections of th

rocks. Not until the very highest boulder on th

mountain is reached do they sit down. Theirs i

the reward of viewing a panorama of one of th

most beautiful mountain ranges in the world. T
the east they look down, far below, to Mono Lak

and the desolate Mono Craters. Looking wes

they see the jagged Cathedral Range in back o

which lies Yosemite Valley from which they d<

parted three days before. North and south run

the main crest of the Sierra, with peaks as hig!

as or higher than Mt. Dana, all mysterious, all is

triguing, beckoning with that lure which Kiplin,

expressed when he wrote :

"Something hidden. Go and find it.

Go and look behind the Ranges
Something lost behind the Ranges.

Lost and waiting for you. Go !"

Lunch and the signing of names in the registe

(a formality never neglected by the one whosi

first mountain conquest this is) being over, tb

hikers trudge back to Tuolumne Meadows, ar

riving in time to take a shower and to rest befon

dinner and the evening campfire.

On the Fifth Day
The travelers, on the morning of the fifth day

cross the Meadows en route to Glen Aulin. On<

of the girls has brought lemons and sugar, but re

fuses to tell why. Her secret is out when th(

party stops at Soda Springs, a natural soda water

A glass of this, with lemon and sugar added
makes what the party unanimously agrees is tht

"best soda pop ever."

Glen Aulin, the goal for the night, is ari eas}

walk from Tuolumne Meadows, so the hikers an

leisurely. Nevertheless, it is only shortly afte

noon when they arrive. Some declare this to b

the most beautiful camp of the entire trip, situ

ated as it is in a beautiful little glen at the base o
the snowy White Cascade of the Tuolumne River

Most of the party decide to go on to Waterwhee

Falls, three miles below in the Tuolumne gorge
The fishermen carry their rods and reels, for rain

bow and Lock Leven trout abound here, am
everyone wants fish for breakfast. Thunderoui

cascades, alternating with quiet pools, afford sur

prises at every turn. Trie Waterwheel Falls ar
an unusual sight. The rocks upon which th!
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waters rush throw the water upwards and back-

wards twenty feet into the air, giving the impres-

, sion of a complete moving wheel of water.

Then the Sixth Day!

The sixth day, leading over the McGee Lake

trail, is another easy day. Or is it only that mus-

| cles have hardened so that hikes of ten miles seem

simple now? At any rate, the party is feeling

rested and gay, so some nature games are played

as they walk. One of the games is "Sentinel."

The leader of the group acts as sentinel beside a

tree or flower and refuses to let anyone go by

without giving the "password," which is the name

of that tree or flower. After five days with the

naturalist the hikers know the common trees and

flowers by name, but several have trouble with the

rare plants and, as punishment, must go to the

I end of the hiking line.

In spite of the many floral displays they have

I seen the travelers are not prepared for the lavish

extravagance of the meadows and woods along

I this trail. Shooting stars, corn lilies, leopard lilies,

j
Queen Anne's Lace, gentians, monkshood, colum-

j
bines, and countless other Sierran beauties abound

here. Among the pines the hikers glimpse that

most colorful and weird of all Sierran flowers, the

dazzling snow plant "a very Mephistopheles

j among plants," garbed completely in bloody red,

! with red stem, red bracts, and red flowers. Sights

|
like these are the reward of the conservation

policy of the national parks.

Each camp so far has had some unique attrac-

: tion, no two being alike,

and Tenaya Lake Hiker's

Camp is no exception.

i Here the sandy lake

shores invite the swim-

: mer more than have the

: cold glacial lakes above.

i Here also is a rowboat,

and rowing is a welcome

sport, perhaps because it

uses the arms instead of

tired legs.

The Last Night Together

This is the last night together, and the group

gathering around the campfire for the sixth time

is more meditative than before. Each night the

magic of the campfire has been exerting its spell,

and each night the members of the party have

shared their experiences more and more. Why is

it that conversation is freed from restraint and

artifice and pettiness when the speakers are look-

ing into dancing flames and glowing embers?

Perhaps the men feel a harking back to the primi-

tive times when all grave problems were decided

around a council fire. Or perhaps each man can

best forget himself by looking into the fire and

knowing that his companions are doing likewise.

There is a lot of nonsense about "looking the

other fellow in the eye" when one talks; for the

one who does is too likely to watch for the effect

his words are having on the other fellow; he is

not in the gentle self-forgetful mood of the finest

discussions. Many are the subjects discussed at

the campfire. Politics is mentioned, but it seems

far away and unimportant, belonging to another

world where newspapers, radios and other non-

essentials exist. Philosophy, science, religion, art

the eternal verities are more popular, and

there is a desire to measure one's entire life with

these as the scale.

The last campfire breaks up reluctantly with

the singing of "Taps," and the fire is doused out

with buckets of cold water until only wet grey

ashes, crowned by a swirl of grey dust, remain.

(Continued on page 331)

The sixth day of the hike

finds the group at McGee
Lake with its rare charm

Couttesy National Park Service



Recreation After Fifty

Bu BERNARD SACHS, M.D.

BARRING

certain well known

physical limitations, the

proper form of recreation for men and

women over fifty, is to re-create, to continue do-

ing those things which one has been accustomed to

do, and to add a few new tricks. It is a sound

physiological principle that any organ of the body

must be encouraged to continue its activity if it is

to function normally. This is as true of the mind,

or let us say, of the brain, as it is of the heart or

liver.

Do not stop re-creating at fifty, but keep on.

The chief trouble is that

men and women take too

much thought about advanc-

ing years. The best way to

make a hypochondriac of a

man is to let him feel that

he has done his job, that

his business ability has

brought him success and

therefore he may quit; or,

that a woman at fifty has

raised her family, has pre-

pared her children for their

life struggle, and therefore

there is very little else for

her to do. Instead of talk-

ing about recreation, or

even thinking about it, I

would much rather have

them forget all about the number

of years that are being added to

their span of life, and would have

them continue in their activities

so long as there is any possibility of their con-

tinuing.

Of course it is a great thing to be able to play

tennis even after fifty. My own tennis was in-

hibited at fifty, because I was told by my daugh-

ters, "Dad, your form is no longer fit to be seen

on the court." Most men and women will do well

after fifty to play doubles, not

singles. At sixty, be sure that

your heart can stand the strain

Courtesy Recreation Department, Reading, Pa.

Making a dress at the social center

is proving real recreation. She is

learning a new "trick," for it is

the first dress she has ever made !

even of doubles.

Golf you may continue as long

as you have legs to stand on, and
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Dr. Sachs is one of the country's

leading neurologists and author-

ities on mental and nervous dis-

orders. He has written a number
of books and many monographs.

a heart that will pump satis-

factorily. Keep on playing golf

as long as you are able to do so without undue

fatigue and without getting too mad at yourself.

Twelve or fifteen holes instead of eighteen may
fill the bill.

And, if you have been a walker, an amateur

Finley, keep up your daily walks ; do not let your

limbs grow stiff. It is still the very best form of

exercise for the aging person. As for riding, get

into the saddle daily, if you ever had the habit of

it, but ride easily and in a way that will not call

for unusual physical or

mental strain.

Learn to run a car before

fifty, and you may con-

tinue running it, and you

will not be beset by doubts

as to your reaction-time. If

you start it after fifty, you

may have a little hesitation

at the beginning, but there

are plenty of years left for

you to remain in charge of

that car and to remain a

wholly independent citizen.

Do not depend on others

until you have to.

The more careful the life

you have led, especially as

regards tobacco and alco-

hol, the more persistent you have

been in some form of physical

exercise, the better prepared you
will be for that greater longevity

to which we are now entitled.

Physical recreation does not tell the whole

story. Mental activity is my main theme. Not all

men and women are alike. Of course not. But

many a person would be helped if, in earlien

years, he would develop special interests noli

merely hobbies that would keep him interested,

in the affairs of the world aftei

his own bread and butter period

had been ended successfully.

A number of physicians, feel-,

ing this need very keenly, or-i

(Continued on Page 332)



The Problem of -eisure in Relation

Much interest centers about the

subject of recreation in institutions

of various kinds. We present here

extracts from a statement prepar-
ed by Mr. Lies at the request of

the Director of the Governor's

Prison Commission who heard the

writer speak on the subject of lei-

sure in relation to prisons at a con-

ference of Illinois prison officials.

Correctional

Institutions

By EUGENE T. LIES
National Recreation Association

N RECENT YEARS the subject of leisure has been

receiving more and more attention at the hands

\*
of all sorts of thoughtful people educators,

sociologists, social welfare workers, clergymen,

[criminologists, judges, probation workers and cer-

Itainly among professional recreation workers.

(Some prison authorities are turning over the sub-

Iject in their minds and asking questions. And

(that
is well.

In order to adapt a recreation program for lei-

! sure time to the inmates of a correctional institu-

tion we must consider certain basic facts about

j prison population :

First, a large proportion of prison inmates got

into trouble because they did not know how to use

their free time to good advantage. Careful studies

lend proof of this assertion either the inmates

were not educated for the constructive use of their

leisure or the opportunities for such use were not

easily accessible to them, or both.

Secondly, about ninety percent of the persons
committed to prisons and reformatories come out

again to mingle in society. There are compara-

tively few lifers. If, then, while they are incar-

cerated, they get no real education for leisure and

have no adequate opportunities for engaging in

free time activities, they will emerge as poorly

equipped to deal with an abundance of leisure as

they were before they were committed.

The third consideration that would naturally
come to the mind of the practical prison adminis-

trator is the necessity for considering the demands
on the prisoner's time while in the institution. He

must do his daily chores, he must work, he has

some schooling to attend to he may perhaps get

some recreation.

In the fourth place, prisoners are people in a

controlled environment a world apart and must

be dealt with in a different way from a group that

faces recreation problems voluntarily.

The question thus arises what can be done

during the period of incarceration to make these

people better men, better women, with better phy-

sical and mental health, with more wholesome

ideas about themselves; with better attitudes to-

ward the rest of human-kind, toward the com-

munity, the government, the law and the Great

Creator ;
with better ideas regarding work, better

skills developed for making living through work

and on the whole better ideas as to what "quality

living" may be?

A prison program that embodied the right an-

swers to these queries would of necessity provide

the means for filling to the full the period of stay

of inmates from day to day. It would be a pro-

gram that presumably would arouse and hold

their interest, tend to keep them out of the dol-

drums of despair and make them of less disci-

plinary concern to the whole administration.

The spirit of officials, their attitude toward

prisoners, their very conception of the purpose of

incarceration would, in most cases, need radical

change from the thought that they are keepers

and punishers over to the other conception that

they are guiders and trainers.
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The three major elements in the total scheme of

things in the institution work, schooling and rec-

reation would need to be revamped to bring it in

accord with these ideas and this spirit, and, fur-

thermore, staffs would need to be trained accord-

ingly. Only in this direction lies the hope of mak-

ing detention in a prison or reformatory a salutary

rather than against a really dangerous process-

dangerous to the individual committed and to

society.

Any program of recreation must be closely re-

lated to other phases of prison life. A word" is

necessary then about the two major phases of

prison life, namely work and education:

Work

On the work side, the correctional institution

must, of course, have in mind first production for

the institution's own needs, then if it can find

legitimate outside markets for more goods, it

produces more.

The evidence seems to be that these two objec-

tives do not provide sufficient labor for a large

inmate population to keep it busy through a rea-

sonable daily work period, whereupon follows the

"stretch-out" plan which puts more individuals

on a unit of work than are really necessary which

in turn encourages soldiering on the job. But

even this device fails in sizable institutions to

engage all inmates in useful labor. In either case,

there is considerable idleness.

Reference must be made to the fortunately in-

creasing provision of definite trade instruction of

which shop practice is a part. This is all to the

good, provided the individual is expertly guided
into the type of training for which innate quali-

ties and desires seem to fit him.

Education

The usual educational methods in correctional

institutions are deadly monotonous. Not enough

teaching materials are at hand,

no charts, no objects, no pic-

tures. Lesson learning is the

main idea. Not much, if any,

discussion. Little of the spirit

of adventure in learning is ap-

parent. Stern academic atmos-

phere prevails. Men and women
are regarded as children and

trifling are the techniques em-

ployed. And so minds are not

opened to wider horizons of un-

Recreation

derstanding and appreciation, nor stimulated to

an eager desire for more.

Then there is too much laid down in routine

course form and not enough attention paid to the

individual and his peculiar needs.

In many institutions also there is insufficient op-

portunity given to those of higher mentality to

pursue cultural studies. Of course, all inmates

should be plentifully exposed to cultural experi-

ences during their stay, this on various levels of

understanding in progressive succession. More

about this later.

I
Then we come to the field broadly termed "rec-

reation." Usually it is made to mean only physi-

cal activities whereas we should broadly include

under this term all those things that can be en-

gaged in aside from the job which brings a living,

the things which give deep satisfaction and are

carried on with a free spirit.

It is clearly realized that in talking about rec-

reation in a prison or reformatory we run into all

sorts of prejudices and strange ideas as to pam-

pering and the offering of soft living to law vio-

lators. And yet the right understanding, the scien-

tific understanding of the nature of recreatior

leads one to the conclusion that it can be used tc

serve great human ends, immediate and in future

It can do something now to promote the very pur-

pose of a modern correctional institution, namel)

the building up and turning out of real men and

real women.

Rightly handled, as to leadership, what can par-

ticipation in activities in these fields do for humar

beings? Experience in the outside world as weli

as in institutions for convalescents, for the men-

tally sick, and in some institutions for waywards
and delinquents amply proves that you can, amongi

other things :

Arouse desire for knowledge

"Recreation is no longer consid-

ered to be among the superfluities
of life, but is one of the primal essen-

tials of healthy, well-rounded per-
sonalities. Recreation offers oppor-
tunities for the free, voluntary se-

lection of pleasurable activities of

mind and body which, by contrast

with the usual cares and routine oc-

cupations of daily life.refresh and re-

juvenate." Clara Bassett in Men-
tal Hygiene in the Community.

Arouse desire for health ant

strength

Develop self-respect

Develop desire to please others

Develop initiative and resourceful

ness

Discover hidden talents which whet

exercised bring a new sense of wort!

and dignity
Promote mutual helpfulness

Promote team work
Build appreciation of beauty an<

ability and greatness
Arouse wholesome awe and bette

understanding of the wonders o

nature.
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ote the penetrating understanding of an au-

rity as to the significance of recreation.

Essential Needs of Recreation Program
hat then are the essential needs if a recrea-

program of this sort is to be carried out and

1 departments of the institution are to combine

leir interest and efforts to turn out a worthwhile

uman product?

The answer is :

Right leadership, employed, trained, understand-

,ng, specialized leadership, supplemented by select-

d inmate leadership and selected volunteers from

he outside. An adequate recreation program can-

be promoted by an athletic director. The right

icrson for this job is one who has been trained

or the purpose.

jlight facilities

Class rooms with modern educational equipment

Library with adequate book, pamphlet, maga-

fine and picture stock (Here it should be remem-

bered that state libraries have extension depart-

nents through which it may be possible to make

look loan arrangements ; also that state and fed-

:ral departments issue a large number of valuable

ee and small cost pamphlets)

Chapel with church atmosphere

Gymnasium, adequate to care for peak loads

Small and large recreation fields

Auditorium

Moving picture and stereopticon apparatus
Radio receiving outfit

Shops
Music rooms

Gardens

Greenhouse

Right Types of Recreation Activities

Samples of types of activities are the following :

'hysical

Gymnasium classes

Baseball

Football
Push ball

Volley ball

Basketball
Track and field activities

Ping Pong
Horseshoes and quoits
Shuffleboard

/isual

Moving pictures

Stereopticon shows
Picture study

Mental

Recreational reading and

study

Literature and language
courses

History courses

Economics and sociology
courses

Discussion Groups
Institution papers, weekly
and monthly

Spelling bees

Lectures

Classes for special discus-

sion of leisure

Dramatic

One and two-act plays
Impersonations
Minstrels

Puppetry

Civic aqd Social

Inmate committee respon-
sibilities

Activity leadership

responsibilities
Inmate advisory council

responsibilities
Civics classes

Nature

Astronomy
Gardening
Microscope work
Simple chemistry
Simple biology

Study of birds

Study of flowers

Study of animals

Manual Arts and Crafts

Woodwork
Metal work

Clay work
Weaving
Plaque work

Drawing
Painting
Pastels

Leather work
Cardboard work

Musical

Bands
Orchestras

Small ensembles

Guitar and banjo clubs

Harmonica clubs

Choral groups, small and

large
Choirs

Concerts

Tn offering the above suggestions for program
activities it is understood that some of them can-

not be applied under the conditions of prison life.

They may be suggestive, however, as to the direc-

tion a recreation program may take.

Important Considerations

1. More participation and less onlooking.

2. Participation of the many as over against

development of star teams in the physical realm.

3. Participation by everybody in some one or

two special activities with choice given to choose.

4. Form hobby clubs

5. Use holidays for special events.

6. Hold periodical exhibitions of art and hand-

craft products.

7. Bring outside talent, carefully selected, into

the institution at regular intervals : speakers, mu-

sicians, artists, business men, doctors, lawyers, etc.

8. Before the time for parole or discharge ar-

rives give the prisoner a well written booklet on

the subject of use and abuse of leisure, its possi-

bilities for degrading human life or elevating it to

sublime heights of satisfaction and happiness.

Last Word

The problem of leisure for a correctional in-

stitution has two aspects ;
one that pertains to the

life of the inmate while he is held in leash; the

other has to do with the same person when he is

out on parole or has been discharged.

The regimented unnatural life of a prisoner

tends to make him rebellious and to drive him.

crazy : leisure time occupation with a tinge of joy

in it may keep him tractable and sane.

(Continued on page 333)



Courtesy West Palm Beach, Florida

Public Recreation in Resort Cities

THE
QUEEN CITY invites

you to come and play."

By GEORGE W. BRADEN
National Recreation Association

"A good city to work in,

to live in, to play in." "Here is the world's great-

est playground." "Visitors welcome."

Such slogans as these are to be found in many
a resort city whose recreation for tourists and

visitors is its chief business. And where recrea-

tion is a major public service meeting the leisure

time needs of visitors as well as of home folks

there are special problems of administration.

One of these problems is that of finance. While

many of the activities for tourists are self-directed

and self-supporting through fees and club dues,

others are provided at some expense to the city,

and the recreation budget must be adequate to

care for the unusual demands of those who are

in the city primarily to play. This is necessary if

the city is to provide for adequate structures and

outdoor spaces for the use of out-of-town visitors.

Special Facilities, Features and Services

The resort city will not only give unusual at-

tention to the development of its natural and ac-

quired open spaces and buildings but it will need

to provide very generously for sports such as golf,

tennis, Badminton, bowling on the green and al-

ley bowling, shuffleboard, roque and croquet,

handball and squash; for fields for baseball,

cricket, polo and soccer ; for bridle paths and hik-

ing trails ; for facilities for aquatics, boating, fish-
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ing and winter sports, and

indoor centers for dining and

dancing, pool and billiards, card

games and other quiet recreational activities.

Special features and services will include ample

picnic areas with all services for lunching and for

cooking meals, boardwalks and rest pavilions at

beaches and watering places, and ample opportuni-

ties for music, arts and dramatics. Many resort

cities have daily organ recitals, frequent band and

orchestra concerts and community sings. Somei

consider reading rooms, rest places and library

service as recreation service. Special major fea-i

tures are museums and galleries, aquaria, plane-

taria, zoological gardens, arboretums, conserva-i

tories and special gardens.

For the Children of Visitors

Special consideration is given to the children

through playgrounds, children's gardens, chil-

dren's libraries and indoor centers under trained

and skilled leaders. Programs for children will

include radio, story-telling, puppet shows, arts and

crafts rooms, garden and nature tours, and sports

leagues and tournaments. Groups and classes are

often arranged in arts and crafts, swimming,
beach sports, music and rhythmics. If the resort

is one having large historic interest, literature;

guides and lectures should be arranged for.

(Continued on page 333)



You Asked for It!

uestion : When a recreation department does

not have funds enough for the salary of a special

handcraft instructor for boys, is there any ivay of

conducting a program which will at least give the

\boys a taste of a handcraft program?
Answer: We were faced with this problem on

the Montreal playgrounds so we hit on the fol-

lowing scheme. We held several meetings of the

men supervisors at which the question of hand-

craft for boys was discussed from every possible

angle. Finally it was decided that rather than

have no handcraft activities at all, each supervisor

would be made responsible for conducting hand-

icraft activities on his playground. Suggestions

for games with diagrams were drawn up and some

of the games were included in the playground kits

as a means of arousing interest. Each supervisor

was allotted a cash budget of $15 with which to

[buy such material as paints, sandpaper, fretsaw

blades and other supplies. Each ground was given

200 feet of scrap lumber and material for making
bulletin boards. Additional supplies were to be

I furnished by the children themselves from cigar

and grocery stores.

It is rather early to predict the success of this

project, but there is every indication that it is

working out successfully.
--

Stanley Rough,
General Supervisor, the Montreal Parks and Play-

jgrounds Association, Incorporated.

Question: There exists in our city a gang of

\boys from fifteen to nineteen years of age who
have not attended school beyond the sixth grade.

These boys live in a neighborhood near a com-

munity house, a playground and several churches,

but they refuse to participate in the programs of

any of, these agencies. They have an urge to de-

stroy the facilities at these cen-

ters. I have been presented with

the challenge of reaching these

boys. Will you tell me what has

been, done FOR, BY and WITH
such groups elscvvhere to turn

destructive forces into construc-

tive citizenship ?

Answer: The San Francisco

Recreation Commission is meet-

ing a problem such as yours by

assigning workers at large to

We want to remind you again that

we are depending on our readers

for material for this page. What
are some of the problems you have

had to face in the development of

your recreation program? How did

you meet these problems? What
activities, and what methods of

organization have you found par-

ticularly successful? Have you any

"budget savers" to suggest? Your

suggestions will help some one!

neighborhoods where such gangs as you describe

are to be found. These workers have responsi-

bility for reducing juvenile delinquency by enlist-

ing young people in suitable recreational oppor-
tunities. This plan has been most successful. The

workers go into neighborhoods where there is

high potential delinquency, associate with the boys
and young people of the community, become ac-

quainted with them, and after establishing a

friendly relationship, try to interest them in the

recreational opportunities which the neighborhood
affords.

If any plan is to work successfully it must take

into account the fact that the young people con-

cerned are individuals with definite interests and

abilities. A ready-made program will not succeed

nor will any plan which overlooks the importance
of first winning the confidence of the group and

establishing a friendly relationship with them.

Until the leader becomes acquainted with the

group it is impossible to say just what the program
should be. Experience in other cities has shown,

however, that boys of the age with whom you

plan to work who are active and alive and come

from neighborhoods of limited opportunities are

more often than not interested in athletics. In

Boston, for example, it is found that young men
from eighteen to twenty responded to the recrea-

tion program mainly through major sports com-

petitions. Although this may in general hold true,

athletics are not the final answer. Some of the

boys may be interested in cultural activities, others

in intellectual hobbies.

The experience of Jane Addams in Chicago is

the best proof of this, and for an understanding

of the situations which she found there you could

do no better than read her well-known book, The

Spirit of Youth and the City

Streets, (Macmillan Company).
Miss Addams later wrote a

book, Twenty Years at Hull

House, which you may also

want to look up.

A more up-to-date study of

youthful gangs and their inter-

ests and activities is reported in

the book entitled, .The Gang, by
Frederic Thrasher (University

(Continued on page 334)
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Journalism in Miniature

WINCHESTER

PARK was the site

of the oldest graveyard in

Memphis, Winchester
Cemetery, the resting place of

many of the pioneers of the city. Neglected and

crumbling, it remained an eyesore until a few

years ago when the tombstones were cleared

away and replaced with swings, slides, sand-piles

and a large wading pool. The one-time cemetery

has become a shady, green-grassed park to which

the children flocked from the crowded neighbor-

hood.

We had no grounds for complaint where the

attendance of the children was concerned. They
knew that the playground was theirs to use and

enjoy. On the other hand, the adult attendance,

while fairly large, was not in proportion. The older

people seemed not to realize that recreation was

for them as well as for children; that a play-

ground is not just an athletic field but also an

open-air classroom for handicraft, dancing, dra-

matics and singing. Our playground needed a

channel for communicating its value to the neigh-

borhood and establishing a closer bond between it

and the community at large.

One day when we were recalling the active and

useful part that the student paper played in our

High School life and wondering if a similar in-

strument could not possibly fit our present need,

the president of the local civic club asked our

opinion on publishing a mimeographed bulletin

advertising each week's special activities. At the

same time he offered to furnish stencils and paper

and the use of a mimeograph machine in his of-

fice if the playground directors would take charge

of assembling the news.

The First Steps Are Taken

Five associate editors were chosen from the

boys and girls, each having one of the following

activities to write about: i.

girls' athletics; 2. boys' athlet-

ics
; 3. sand modeling and handi-

craft; 4. safety; 5. special pro-

grams and coming events. (In-

cluded in the last were dra-

matics, dancing and singing ac-

tivities.) The editors appointed
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By AGNES HAAGA
Recreation Department

Memphis Park Commission

Miss Haaga, the playground di-

rector responsible for initiating the

miniature newspaper described in

this article, strongly advocates

the publication of such short news
sheets as a means of arousing in

adults a realization of the values

the playground has to offer them.

gathered news regarding their as-

signed activities from the captains

of the athletic teams, officers of

the safety council and the presi-

dents of the various classes. For future pro-

grams and events the playground directors were

consulted.

The front page sketch for the first issue pub-

lished July I, 1936, and all the following issues

were selected from a bulletin made up by the Rec-

reation Department. This bulletin contains a de-

tailed schedule of the summer's activities and sim-

ple sketches illustrating each week's events. Thus

all our little papers, whether they advertised the

Fourth of July activities, the wading pool carnival

or the Tales of Enchantment Week, were appro-

priately illustrated.

After the material had been gathered, assem-

bled and typed on stencils, it was turned over to

the president of the civic club, who ran it through

the mimeograph machine after office hours. In

the summer the office of the Recreation Depart-

ment furnished more necessary materials, includ-

ing the use of its own mimeograph machine, and

the directors, with the assistance of the editors,

were responsible for the mimeograph work.

The First Issue

The first two-paged paper contained our new*

playground cheer song, editorials expressing ap-i

preciation to members of the Park Commission

and the civic club, officers and the time and place

of meetings of the Safety Council and a new.

safety song. In the program column the names

of the winners, judges and participants in that

week's pet show were given and details of our

next program announced. In the athletic column

appeared the captains and alternate captains and

stars of the adults' and children's ball teams, score

of games already played and the time and place c

future games.
Pressed for space in this first

issue, a detailed schedule of

summer activities for children

and adults was promised in the

next paper and an invitation

was extended to everyone, big

(Continued on page 334)



Mountain Climbing Has Its Thrills!

BUFFALO

PARK adjoins Buffalo

Creek in South Platte Canyon,

Colorado, and lies about

ifty miles west of Denver.

Twenty or so years ago it was

i fashionable summer resort,

jut with the growing popu-

.arity of automobiles people

nought more remote places and

Buffalo Park lost some of its

Datronage. Nevertheless the

beauty of this park and its sur-

roundings still survives, and I

love to think of the many
nappy hours I spent during the

three years I lived there with my lawyer husband

while he was recuperating from an illness.

Our chief recreation was hiking over the moun-

tains with gun or fishing rod in hand. Usually my
husband and I would go together, but there were

times when I delighted in wandering away by my-

pelf
to listen to the wild voices about me. There

is no finer or better way of restoring one's health

than by getting close to nature breathing deeply

and inhaling the healthgiving odors of the vege-

tation nature has given us. To do this is to feel

pneself
come alive and to awaken to the joy of

'simple living from which

iso many of us have strayed

By SARAH OWEN

We have come to feel that more con-

sideration should be given in the

magazine to the forms of recreation

which individuals en}oy. And so

from time to time we shall publish
articles telling of activities people
enjoy by themselves, away from
crowds. Anyone who has experienced
the thrill of mountain climbing and
has stumbled upon some adventure,
as mountain climbers invariably do,
will appreciate the situation which

Mrs. Owen so vividly describes.

in search of artificial pleasures that

seem to sap our very life and soul.

It was while I was here that

I truly learned to live and love

the out of doors. The peace

and the quiet, the gay songs of

the birds, and the chatter of

the "sassy" little furry folk

who came to know me so well

that they would eat out of my
hand, thrilled me. Wise and

knowing are these little wild

folk, and I loved to make

friends with them.

We had always been lovers

of rural life and had a dream home which would

be nestled in a quiet, peaceful valley with the music

of a low murmuring stream flowing close by. In

Canada, where I was born, I was never happier

than when wandering through the woods or along

the river banks. My husband, American born,

migrated with his parents from Indiana to Min-

nesota in an ox-drawn covered wagon when he

was a boy only twelve years of age. Since we are

both from pioneer stock we come naturally by our

love of nature. My husband greatly enjoys re-

calling the days of the founding of Lamar, Colo-

rado, where he helped his

parents set out the first

Adventure is certain to await him who would

go mountain climbing in our national parks!

if

Courtesy National Park Service
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316 MOUNTAIN CLIMBING HAS ITS THRILLS!

peach tree which thrived and bore prolifically.

I was always inclined to be venturesome. One

afternoon late in the spring, the air was warm and

redolent of the freshness of the pines. Flowers

everywhere seemed to lift their faces to welcome

and beckon me on. Beside me trotted Blackie, our

cat, who felt she always had the right to accom-

pany me on my strolls. She would follow along,

first behind me, now in front of me, sometimes so

close to me that she would threaten to trip me.

Then again she would race ahead of me only to

hide behind a clump of bushes and jump out at

me on all fours with her back arched like a buck-

ing bronco. She was good company and I de-

lighted having her along.

On this particular afternoon I donned my hik-

ing togs and we went, Blackie and I, down the can-

yon along the profile of the mountain. After

tramping about two hours I stopped at a point

opposite the Cathedral, a mountain noted both for

its beautiful coloring and its resemblance to a

cathedral. A little farther up the canyon is an-

other noted landmark in the form of a mountain
known as "the Bishop" because of its striking re-

semblance to a preacher in his robes standing be-

fore his pulpit, reading.

It was at this point opposite the Cathedral that

I decided I had tramped far enough and should

be returning. Stumbling over fallen trees and

stubbing one's toes against unobserved rocks or

stones are part of the price one pays for hiking in

the mountains, and I found myself doing this

many times. I had climbed under the last barbed
wire fence and was on our own ground again, but
I was still about half a mile from our cabin stand-

ing high ori the mountain top. Dreamily and
somewhat tired I strolled along the mountain side

looking neither up nor down. I was about midway
up the mountain and was making good progress
when I became venturesome. The soil had disap-

peared from under my feet and I was walking on

sandy ground which for the most part was
granite. It was easy enough going for a time since

the rock was ridged and my feet found firm foot-

ing on these. But, alas, the ridges gave out and
the granite became smooth and sleek and dis-

integrated in places. If ever I was thankful for

crepe rubber soles it was then for they helped me
materially in keeping me from slipping. I was
afraid to turn back. The farther I went the more
the rock seemed to crumble under my feet. I

looked about me now and all that I could see, it

seemed, was granite, granite, staring me in the

face ! I felt panicky. I chanced to look down the

mountain and to my horror saw at its feet a tur-

bulent creek dashing against huge, jagged boul-

ders lying thick and forbidding in it. I wanted

to cry out for help but this would avail nothing
for no one could hear me above the roar of the

creek.

It was then I recalled vividly what a noted

climber had told me about his experience. He
would raise himself up the side of a huge boulder

on his back by planting his heels and the palms

of his hands firmly against it, and raise himself

by inches up its side. He would, too, dig his toes

and finger tips into the side of the mountain to

get a better hold, and in this way work his way to

the summit. I tried the latter method, but it is

risky business digging with the toes where the

rock is disintegrated for one may easily loosen

more "than is desirable. I went slowly and my
finger tips were nearly raw from clawing away at

the fine gravel. All the time I kept saying to

self, "Keep a cool head, keep a cool head.

seemed a long time before I dared move my
About five feet above me was a stocky little pine

about a foot in height. I knew from experience
in trying to dig up trees of this kind that their

roots go deep into the soil, and I realized that if

I could only pull myself up within reach of it and

grasp it, it would hold me and I could then pull

myself to safer ground. I was still trembling and

feared the consequences should I fail to grasp the

little pine or should it give way with me. "Keep
a cool head," I continued to caution myself and

somehow I did. By degrees I crept slowly up
until I was within a foot of the pine. And then

in what seemed to be sheer desperation I sprang
toward it and succeeded in grasping it. How my
poor heart thumped! I drew my feet up under]
me and pulled myself up on the rock. Out of a

crevice in this the little pine had rooted itself
and)

was held so fast that all my efforts to dislodge il

were futile. I wanted to transplant it to a
tutj

where I could care for it and watch is grow.
As you may imagine, I sat on the summit oil

that rock for some time collecting my wits anc

looking down at that rushing stream which thJ
snows of winter had swollen into such an angn
torrent that it would have rapidly swallowec
me up.
And where was Blackie all this time ? I cast mj

eyes Higher up the mountain and spied her sitting
on her hind legs squinting down at me and seem

ing to say, "You're lucky !" As I approached he:

she scampered playfully away ahead of me fo:

home where I found her on the doorstep.

I



Physical Training and Recreation

BRITAIN

is DEEPLY concerned about her national

physique. Recent findings sho\v that due to

faulty .nutrition and lack of physical train-

ing many of her subjects are far below par.

Active
measures have already been taken to assure

Ldequate nutrition for those in need; and now a

'omprehensive plan for physical training and rec-

[eation
has been announced.

A memorandum explaining the government's

Proposals for the development and extension of

ftie facilities available has been presented to the

Parliament by the President of the Board of Edu-

ction and the Secretary of State for Scotland.

This memorandum describes the present position

|f physical training and recreation in the country,

narks the inadequacy of existing facilities, dis-

lusses important questions of policy and outlines

I scheme of advance.

The schools were first examined and found

wanting in proper leadership and facilities. The

rreatest need was found outside the schools, how-

Iver, in the lives of those whose daily environ-

ment was in the office and workshop. Local au-

tarkies were found to have a variety of powers
or aiding physical training and recreation. Vol-

nteer organizations were strong and varied.

Why Should Government Act?

In the light of all of these agencies and powers

p act locally, the question was raised as to why
rovernment should find it necessary to take special

precautions
to see that proper training was given.

Che answer, in brief, was "that without some

neasure of control coordination of effort, the pro-

rision must necessarily be sporadic and incom-

plete, and that the funds available from all sources

re insufficient to cover the ground as fully, as

teeded." A major argument for government ac-

ion was that facilities provided

py existing agencies varied great-

y between districts, and the

>oorer areas were likely to be

leglected.

Questions of policy were raised.

i. Should attendance on these

lew exercises be compulsory or

j'oluntary?

The answer was that all par-

icipation should be voluntary.

in

Great Britain

This digest has been made from
the Physical Training and
Recreation Memorandum ex-

plaining the Government's pro-

posals for the development and
extension of the facilities avail-

able, presented by the Presi-

dent of the Board of Education

and the Secretary of State for

Scotland to Parliament, by
command of His Majesty.

"The aim of government is not to secure that

between certain ages every boy and girl practices
certain physical exercises or achieves a certain

standard of physical development, but to incul-

cate a wider realization that physical fitness has a
vital part to play in promoting a healthy mind and
human happiness. It is a way of life and an atti-

tude of mind, the importance of which is continu-

ous and not limited to certain years in early

youth."

2. Should the scheme be built up anew from the

start, or should it be based on development of ex-

isting agencies.

The reply to this policy question is significant.
"It would be not only wasteful but bad

policy to ignore the large and varied amount of

work that is already being done by various agen-
cies, both public and private . A scheme operated
direct by the state might secure a greater uni-

formity in the facilities provided, but it would not

achieve its purpose if, as is probable, it failed ow-

ing to its very uniformity, to attract the attendance

of those for whom it was designed."

3. What should be included within the scope of

physical training and recreation ?

The answer was "any scheme must embrace the

whole field of physical culture and should there-

fore include arrangements for increasing the sup-

ply not only of gymnasia, but also of playing

fields, swimming baths, and other

means of healthy physical recrea-

tion. Moreover, it has to be rec-

ognized that many may desire

opportunities for physical exer-

cise and recreation not solely as

such, but as a part of a fuller

club, or community life, and the

scheme will accordingly extend to

combined provision of this char-

acter."
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The Proposed Scheme

The scheme as laid before Parliament called for

organization on the following basis :

(1) Two National Advisory Councils of about

thirty men and women each, one for England and

Wales, and one for Scotland. The duty of these

Councils will be to survey the field and to advise

as to the needs of development and as to the way
in which they can best be met. These Councils

will set up local committees.

(2) Two Grants Committees, of three mem-
bers each, who shall dispose of applications for

grants, and attend meetings of the Advisory
Councils.

(3) Local Committees, whose members shall

be representative of local educational authorities

(for higher education in England), of voluntary

bodies, and of other persons who have special

knowledge and experience. (The term "local" is

broader than city or town, and may mean county,

or county borough, or even regions.) These com-

mittees shall stimulate local interest and coordin-

ate local effort.

Applications for grants will go through them,

they will pass on the comparative values of the

proposals and the extent to which their cost can

be met from local sources.

(4) Paid Secretaries

Each Local Committee should appoint as a paid

secretary a person who is especially qualified for

the tasks in hand.

Allocation of Grants

The Grants Committees will have power to al-

locate funds for the following purposes.

1. Capital grants for the provision of gymnasia
and gymnastic equipment, and also for necessary

equipment in connection with any associated club

or community center.

2. Grants for particular local projects. (Funds
will not be given to central voluntary organiza-
tions for distribution. This is done to see that

funds are equitably distributed.)

Projects of local authorities, as well as volun-

tary organizations will be equally valid.

3. Grants to selected national organizations
which will enable them to supervise facilities pro-
vided by local voluntary bodies with the aid of

grants.

4. Grants for the establishment of a National

College of Physical Training.

The purpose of this college is the training o

men leaders who may exercise wide influence i

the realm of physical education. No provision i

made for women, because there is said to b

enough training facilities for women.

5. Grants to certain university centers an
other training institutions with a view to promol

ing training in physical education along moderi

lines.

6. Grants to the Central Council of Recreatioi

Physical Training (this body corresponds to ;

National Council of Social Agencies.)

This is meant to supplement other provision
for training, to provide expert advice, and wher

necessary, to provide adequate salaries for teach

ers and leaders.

7. Grants to the National Playing Field Ag
sociation, to make that body responsible for con

sidering application and distributing grants in ai<

for the provision of playing fields.

8. Grants for Swimming Baths.

Such grants will be made only where sucl

baths cannot be provided by local authorities.

9. Grants in aid for camp sites and other fa

cilities for physical recreation.

Finance

Accurate forecasts of the cost of such a prcj

gram of government aid could not be made. HOY
ever, "the Government consider that the necesj

sary capital grants would be of the order of tw|

million pounds spread over a period of about thre

years, . . . and that in addition annual charj

might be in the neighborhood of 150,000."

This outline of Britain's plan for grants in

for national and local physical training and
recrj

ational projects is significant in that it is on a pej
manent established basis with simple but effectr]

organization for its administration; provides fi|

training of leadership and is designed compi

hensively to meet the needs of groups that

been missed by the efforts of local authorities

voluntary organizations.

Playing Fields, the Journal of the Natic

Playing Fields Association, London, is recordiij

the developments taking place in Great Brit

not only through the scheme described here
tj

also through such agencies as the King Georg
Fields Foundation which will have over 400,0: |

to spend on the provision of playing fields.

\H



WORLD AT PLAY

,
THE Board of ParkWomen s Clubs

T . Commissioners of
in Lansing . , ,.

,
.

Lansing, Michigan, m
cooperation with the

local WPA, has sponsored 27 interesting women's

clubs with a total membership of 350. The clubs,

known as "Home-Makers' Club," are composed
of women who are or have been on relief. The

groups meet twice a month in homes of members.

Programs of the meetings include discussions

of health topics, food preparation, home dec-

oration and character building. Some time dur-

ing each meeting is given to games or social

activities. These clubs are quite distinct from

the recreation clubs which meet in school gym-
nasiums during the winter and which are made

up largely of young married women. From the

membership of these clubs Mrs. H. R. Harvey,
Director of Recreation, has arranged for a three

day camp for about 100 women which will be

held at the Boy Scout camp. Mrs. Harvey is

assisted in her program for the women's clubs

bv five WPA workers.

Some Novel

Activities

TWO novel activi-

ties have been con-

ducted in Q u i n c y,

Massachusetts, u n-

der the auspices of the WPA. A solitaire tour-

nament was conducted for 16 weeks with 962

participants. Sixteen different games were

printed in the ledger, one each week, and win-

ners were selected every week. A magazine
exchange proved very successful. From March
1 through April 30, 1937, -1,172 magazines were

received, 2,246 were exchanged, and 671 were
read on the premises.

Linden's First Year

in Recreation

THF Board of Rec-

reation Commission-

ers of Linden, New
Jersey, in its first

annual report ending April 15, 1937, gives an

accounting of its use of the $10,000 appropri-
ated by the Common Council for the first year's
work. It tells of block dances and roller skating

evenings, of eight playgrounds and five com-

munity centers conducted, of an athletic pro-

gram, and of the development of hobby clubs.
A room, formerly the police court room, has
been transformed into a hobby room for the

hobby clubs. Benches for woodwork and model
aircraft building have been built and powerized
tools have been installed. A small alcove has
been made into a dark room for the use of the
camera club.

Make Your Yard
Attractive !

IN an article in the

Indianap olis Time s ,

Olive Barton urges

saving plenty of

room in the backyard for the children's play-

ground. She suggests making this playground
as attractive as possible by planting trees and

shrubbery. "Go to the city market or a tree

nursery and you will be surprised at the low
cost of saplings and shrubs. Willows, if you
have damp ground and often if you haven't,

will grow very fast and soon will be as large

as your house. If porches are not screened and

the children use them for play rooms, there are

innumerable vines to be planted." Among these

are morning-glories, woodbine or Virginia

creeper, moon-vine, Dutchman's pipe and hon-

eysuckle.

Recreation Week in

Salt Lake City

JUNE 13-20 w a s

designated as Recre-

ation Week in Salt

Lake City, Utah,
when Mayor Erwin issued a proclamation urg-

ing "the people of Salt Lake City to avail them-
selves to the fullest of the recreational activi-

ties available in Salt Lake City and to encour-

age their friends and associates to greater en-

joyment of public parks, playgrounds, canyons,
resorts and other recreational areas." During
the week Fairmont Park was formally opened
with a dedication ceremony at the outdoor

theater, and there were a number of special

events and radio broadcasts scheduled during
the week. On four days there were recreation

lunches held by the Executives' Club, the.

Knights of the Round Table, the Elks and the

Kiwanis Club. Fifteen recreation centers were

opened for the season and a three day recrea-

tion training institute was held.
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"How To Produce a Flag"

A scries of articles by Jack Stuart

Knapp which first appeared in a

number of issues of RECREATION
have been brought together in a book-

let just off the press.

Choosing and casting the play;

the rehearsals; the final performance;

suggestions for costuming, make-up,

lighting and scenery, make this an

exceedingly practical, helpful book

for the inexperienced play director.

Price $.50

National Recreation Association

315 Fourth Avenue

New York City

A Shakespeare Festival The Berkeley, Cali-

fornia, Community Players, is a group spon-

sored by the Berkeley Recreation Department
tinder the supervision of Charles W. Davis.

The Director of the Players and his staff are

workers from a WPA project. The players

were organized in 1933 and since that time

have continuously produced plays for both

children and adults. From time to time they

present original plays, but most of their pro-

ductions have been well known theater classics

with particular emphasis on Shakespeare and

eighteenth century comedy. An annual play

writing contest, drama tournament and civic

Christmas pageant are among their activities.

All of the major productions of the group com-

bine the allied arts of the theater, music, danc-

ing and drama.

On June 5 the Hayward recreation leader-

ship project sponsored by the County Super-
intendent of Schools and the Hayward Com-

munity Recreation Commission, presented the

Community Players in a Shakespeare Festival

at the Bret Harte School amphitheater. There

were Morris Dancers, the Highland Sword
Dance and other English dances and selections

were given by the English Ballad Singers.

Scenes were given from four of Shakespeare's

plays. One of the interesting things about the

festival was the fact that it represented a com-

munity cooperative project and an interchange
of talent and facilities. The people of Hayward
have recently completed a fine outdoor amphi-

theater, but they have no group of players. The

Berkeley group has been producing plays for

some time and have the necessary organization.

Recreational Demonstration Areas Accord-

ing to Arno B. Cammerer, director of the Na-

tional Park Service, twenty-six organized va-

cation camps on recreational demonstration

areas in thirteen states are ready for use this

summer. Leases have been executed with a

number of organizations which are sponsoring
vacations in these areas for children of families

of the lower income group.

The "Story Lady" Visits Akron Playgrounds
The first annual report of the Akron, Ohio

Department of Recreation tells of the story-

telling program conducted last summer on the

city's playgrounds. The "story lady," as she

was called, with the help of three assistants

and some volunteers conducted 50 story hours

weekly at 25 different playgrounds for groups

ranging in size from five to over 100. At ali

times the informality of the summer play-

ground was observed. The group sat in a circle

on the grass under the trees or on the edge

of a sand box or on benches if it had been rain-

ing. Dogs and kittens, too, sometimes were

among the listeners, especially on days when

pet shows were held. Each program was care-

fully planned in advance, and a wide range in

the type of stories was sought. Sometimes the

children themselves would take part by telling

stories and occasionally stories were drama-

tized.

Sports Week in Hamilton From June 19 to

June 28 Hamilton, Canada, celebrated Sports

Week. There was a great variety of events

from baseball games to an elaborate aquatic

carnival. Bicycle races, pet shows and horse-

shoe pitching tournaments were among the

activities in which individuals and community

groups participated. The week was in charge

of the Hamilton Sports Week Association, of

I
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which J. J. Syme, Superintendent of Recrea-

tion, is honorary secretary.

Grand Rapids Conducts an Institute On

June 7, 8 and 9 at Camp Blodgett on Lake

Michigan near Grand Haven, the Department
of Health and Physical Education and Public

Recreation of the Grand Rapids Board of Edu-

cation dedicated its third annual recreation in-

stitute. The program included the discussion

of a number of topics not usually found on

institute programs for example, American

folk lore in recreation, nature study, mounting
and modelling, the making of musical instru-

ments on the playgrounds, stringed instrument

instruction, Indian lore and bead stringing, and

organizing the playground program for the

socially retarded youngster. There were a

number of demonstrations and exhibits in con-

nection with the institute.

Detroit's Annual Kite Day Almost 700

kites were entered in the Kite Day contests

recently held under the auspices of the Detroit,

Michigan, Recreation Department. The chil-

dren contested under the following classifica-

tions : Junior standard division, ages eleven to

fourteen; novelty juvenile frame division; big

kite division, box kite division ; juvenile stand-

ard frame division, and junior novelty division.

A New Playground in Sydney, Australia

The Municipal Council of Sydney, Australia,

has opened its second playground. An interest-

ing feature is the establishment of a children's

library service through the City Library,

through which 1,000 volumes are now avail-

able. An assistant librarian visits the play-

ground one afternoon each week between 3 :30

and 5 :30 to arrange for the issue and return of

books. The library is housed in a new field

house containing a club room, a play room for

children of preschool age, two staff rooms with

attached dressing rooms, two storage rooms,

and toilets for boys and girls.

Tether Ball Hartzell E. Buckner, Fairfield,

California, writes he has found that the tether

ball pole can be held in place by the use of an old

car wheel. If the tire is still on the rim it adds

protection. This can be rolled about at will.

Wedges can be driven in and glued' which will

Goldsmith

For Playground and
Recreational Departments

Complete Line or

Equipment for all Sports

CATALOG
Sent on Request

hold it secure. The string holding the ball may
be a small clothesline rope, woven not braided.

Mr. Buckner writes that he leaves two feet of

rope slack at the top of the pole which can be

let out as the rope wears off at the lower end.

The American Planning and Civic Associa-

tion Meets The necessity for wise planning
was stressed at a dinner held in Washington
under the auspices of the American Planning
and Civic Association, Frederick A. Delano

presiding. Three speakers, Dr. Wood, district

chairman of the National Resources Commit-
tee from the University of California, Mr.

Charles Elliott, executive officer of the com-

mittee, and Dr. Charles E. Merriam, a member
of the committee, also a member of the Presi-

dent's Committee on Administrative Manage-
ment, stressed the importance of planning for

city, county, state and nation, and told what is

being done throughout the country. Hereto-

fore, it was brought out, there has been a sad

lack of consideration of the importance of pro-

jecting the democratic purposes into the future

and giving thought to the development in na-

ture, technology and social functions.
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Youth and Crime "In 1935 the largest age

group among those arrested in cities through-

out the country as reported to the United

States Bureau of Investigation was age nine-

teen. In 1936 the Bureau reported that the lead

in arrests had been taken over by the twenty-

one year old group and that the age nineteen

group was in fourth place." Austin H. MacCor-

mick, Commissioner of Correction, New York

City. Better Times, February I, 1937.

A Substitute for War". . . There's a huge

network of vendettas spread across these

mountains. Everybody's involved. I've been

talking to the responsible men, trying to per-

suade them to liquidate all the old accounts

and start afresh."

"They'll die of boredom."

"No, I'm teaching them football instead.

Matches between the villages." He smiled.

"I've had a lot of experience with vendettas,"

he added. "All over the world. They all detest

them, really. Are only too thankful for football

when they're used to it."

"Those games! Can't we ever escape from

them ?"

"But they're the greatest English contribu-

tion to civilization," said the doctor. "Much

more important than parliamentary govern-

ment, or steam engines, or Newton's Principia.

More important even than English poetry. Po-

etry can never be a substitute for war and mur-

der. Whereas games can be. A complete and

genuine substitute." Excerpt from "Eyeless

in Gaza," by Aldous Huxley. Used by permis-

sion of Harper and Brothers.

'See Memphis First" The June issue of the

Memphis, Tennessee, Municipal News is a vaca-

tion number. "A Real Vacation at Home" and

"See Memphis First" are among the slogans used

in telling of the resources available. The pamphlet

suggests that the swimming pools, golf courses,

tennis courts and parks of Memphis are most at-

tractive places for the stay-at-home vacationists.

"Adventure awaits you in the pages of books,"

heads a column describing the resources of the

library and its branches. A brief description of

the attractions of the art gallery and the exhibits

at the city museum, together with suggestions for

sightseeing tours of unusual places, form a part

of the pamphlet.

Adventures for the Stay-at-Home Life need

not be dull or dreary to a New Yorker because

he has to stay in the city all summer. What to do,

things to think about, and things to do and think

about are written up in such a tantalizing fashion

by the Clearing House for Leisure Hours of

Grace Church, that the real problem lies not in

what to do, but in what to do first. The bulletin

asks, among other things : Have you eaten your

lunch out on the dock at East 26th Street and

watched the boats go by? Have you browsed in

the second-hand book shops between loth and

14th Streets on Fourth Avenue? Do you know

that the organ in St. Marks' Church is the oldest

in the city? And do you know the little "Lady of

the Dew" who ornaments the garden? Have you

seen an old, dirty, dark tenement house? Won't

you ask the Tenement House Commissioner to

show you one? That's something to think about!

Have you ever tried to draw or paint ? Get a pen-

cil and a box of paints at once and see what you

can do. Get a teacher, too.

These are but a few of the many suggestions

in the bulletin, which is entitled "Things to Do in

the Spring and Summer of 1937 in New York

City and
1

Things to Think About."

A Guide to a Summer in Chicago The Chi-

cago Recreation Commission is making available

to members of its local recreation committees a

32-page illustrated booklet listing over one hun-

dred interesting places in the city to visit, includ-

ing parks, museums, universities, industrial plants

and suburban points of interest. Hours, charges,

and free days are noted. Thousands of these book-

lets (published in 1936 by the Commission) have

been distributed by railroads outside of Chicago

as a gui'de to prospective out-of-town visitors, but

it furnishes suggestion for Chicagoans, also, who

may have to spend their vacation in the city.

In Dearborn, Michigan The Dearborn

Michigan, Department of Recreation recently an-

nounced in a nation-wide way, a civil service ex-

amination for Director of Women's and Girls

Activities. As a result of this test Miss Lorraine

Boekeloo of Kalamazoo, Michigan, has been ap-

pointed to the -position, to begin work in the fall

In addition, a full time Director of Boys' Activi-,

ties has been authorized and Willis Lutz has bee*

selected as a temporary appointment. The sum

mer playground season which has been eigh

weeks long has been increased to nine weeks th 1
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pummer.
A wooded park has been added to the

Recreation facilities in Dearborn through a gift

I'rom Henry Ford, and is being prepared for use

py Ford employees.

Activities in Philadelphia The July issue of

Play, a bulletin issued by the Bureau of Recrea-

tion, Department of Public Welfare of Philadel-

phia, tells of interesting activities in Philadelphia.
Street showers and play streets have been opened

hroughout the city, 'and by July 15 over 1000

showers and 170 play streets were in operation.
The play streets are supervised by the Bureau of

Recreation, but WPA leadership is used. The

Department of Public Welfare was invited to

send exhibits to the Exposition in Paris, France.

The Bureau of Recreation's contribution was a

lumber of very fine handcraft articles; two con-

^ise reports, one in English and one in French,

telling of the activities conducted by the Bureau,
ind photographs of the swimming pools and rec-

reation centers.

I

I

The Swim of a Century Rather than swim-

ming a mythical hundred miles, swimmers enter-

ing the competitive "Swim of a Century," spon-

sored by the Lincoln Park Recreation Committee

and the Northtown Economist of Chicago, will

swim a hundred years -a hundred years marked

off into units of so many laps for so many years

of Chicago history. Various historical events

serve as "mile stones" along the way and are

woven into the rules. For instance, if swimmers

reach a certain point or year such as the Great

Fire, the depression or other adverse events in

Chicago's history at a specified time, they are

penalized so many laps or "years." Extra laps or

"years" will be awarded when the swimmer

reaches outstanding events in the city's history.

Other unusual and fun-making rules will prevail.

To launch this event properly, the Economist will

distribute several hundred tickets entitling the

holders to three free swimming lessons at the two

pools in which the event will be conducted.
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A Health -Building Game
for Old and Young

Pitching Horseshoes is muscle-building rec-

reation that appeals to all types of people.

Install a few courts on your grounds, organ-

ize a horseshoe club, schedule a tournament.

Write for free booklets on club organiza-

tion, tournament play. etc.

Diamond Official Shoes and accessories

are the choice of professionals and ama-

teurs alike. It's economy to purchase

equipment with the longest life.

DIAMOND
CALK HORSESHOE CO.
4610 Grand Avenue Duluth, Minn.

Makers of DIAMOND Official Pitching Shoes

Popularizing Badminton The Public Rec-

reation Commission of Cincinnati, Ohio, in an ef-

fort to interest people in Badminton has put on a

demonstration which was most successful. On the

baseball diamonds of Taft Field, which is lighted

for night use, ten Badminton courts were laid out

and arrangements were made for an exhibition

game between two expert players. The district

champion was engaged as an instructor. The first

night all the courts were in use, and every Thurs-

day night since they have been fully utilized. The

plan will be followed of reserving the entire field

every Thursday during the summer and fall. Bad-

minton courts will also be laid out at the individual

play centers and playgrounds.

Playgrounds in Des Moines The play-

ground and Recreation Commission of Des

Moines, Iowa, is operating thirty-four play-

grounds this summer. An interesting feature of

the program is a boys' band of about 300, divided

into groups which play in some playground each

night. Community singing is popular on the play-

ground? and the sings are attended by approxi-

mately 1,000 people. The Recreation Commis-

sion's budget for this year is $23,500, an increase

of $3,000 over last year.

Wheel Night at a Children's Center Wheel

Night was one of the events of the series of guest

night activities conducted this summer by the

Children's Community Center of New Haven,

Connecticut. Children were notified to assemble

their bicycles, wagons, scooters, pushmobiles and

anything else on wheels, and a number of events

were planned. There was first of all a grand

parade which passed by judges who determined

which was the most unique, the best decorated

one, the best wheel made and entered by a contest-

ant, and the smallest wheel. Among the events

were tricycle, pushmobile, bicycle, roller skating,

kiddie car, and skate scooter races, hoop rolling

and tire rolling and wagon pull. Other guest night

activities included Mardi gras, stunt night, field

night, game night, a pet and hobby show, a dra-

matic contest and minstrel show, and a circus.

Home Visits Last summer as a means of

interpreting the playground program and at the

same time enlisting participation, the recreation

directors of the Decatur, Illinois, Community Rec-

reation Association spent an hour and a half each

day making contacts with families in their neigh-

borhoods. If none of the members of a particular

family were registered at the center, the director

visited the home and extended an invitation. Or

if a person suddenly stopped coming to the center,

the director would call at the home and find out

why.

A Tot Lot Playground in New York The

Boys' Athletic League of New York City in July

opened at West 49th Street a playground to

be used exclusively by children under ten years

of age. The test for admittance is whether a child

can walk through a hole in the high galvanized

iron fence without stooping or speezing. The holeJ

cut in rough silhouette form and looking like a

keyhole, is three feet, six inches high and less

than two feet at its widest point. Even parents

are not admitted. They may look at their chil-

dren, however, through some round portholes. ir

the fence. The lot accommodates about 30C

children.

\
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Recreation a Factor in Helping

Maladjusted Individuals

(Continued from page 280)

any of you in the recreation field have similar

en more striking examples. All of you agree

,t one must recognize the emotionally malad-

Usted individual for what he is when we find him

ir when he comes to us. Further, we would

robably all agree that the sources of maladjust-

icnt are numerous, the forms it takes equally di-

erse, and the methods of treating it varied. I am

fsking you today to consider with me particularly

|iat aspect of the use of recreation as a factor in

eating maladjustment that focuses attention on

ic personal, intimate creative experience which

very individual wants to enjoy but which so few

;alize. 1 must remind you again that I thoroughly

ppreciate the value of all kinds of recreational

ctivity as we ordinarily see it developed in com-

mnities. The baseball game, the scout club, the

poup sports where competition is modified, all of

nese are valuable, even indispensable aids in the

uilding of wholesome personalities. But espe-

ally in the consideration of the treatment of

motional maladjustment through recreation I

trongly urge you to recognize the dynamic forces

rtiich lie concealed in each of us forces yearn-

ig for expression through personal experiences
f creativeness whether they be through the finer

bordinations of the hands, in painting, modelling
(r collecting; or the larger coordinations of the

bdy in dance, drama or outdoor work.

GOOD

The Park Conservation Program
(Continued jrom page 284)

jn
the Atlantic shore. We have lost that art.

ivilization has softened us, made us clumsy
nd inept at such simple tasks as chopping a

lock of wood, cooking a meal over an open
re, providing- ourselves a shelter with all the

laterials nature has so lavishly supplied us.

Jature has become a profound mystery to us,

'nd consequently we have lost the pleasure of

/atching her at her masterly task of creation,

ven when we go out where she is at work,
f camping is to again become a way of life, as

should, we've got to start in the kindergar-
sn and learn our ABC's.

, Organized camping, then, becomes the school

^hereby we learn to camp, so that, when we
ave acquired enough of the rudiments, we
lay go forth on our own to explore the high-

. . . That's the first rule of sportsmanship ... of all

play; good clean fun, clean air, and a good clean place
to play.

But air laden with dust is not clean air, and an athletic

field, a tennis court, or a baseball diamond that is thick

with dust stirred up by the wind or running feet is not a

clean place to play.

Solvay Calcium Chloride binds the surfaces of play
areas through its compacting action. It does away with

dust entirely reduces the danger of infection through
dust cuts sunglare to a minimum prevents surface

cracking and weed growth gives a clean place to play,
all at a cost so low that it hardly affects the budget.

Solvay Calcium Chloride, for many years, has been

used by leading schools, universities, athletic associa-

tions. It is a clean, odorless and harmless material that

is easy to apply by hand or spreader just as it comes

from the package (in small white flakes). It does not

affect tennis balls, tennis shoes or other athletic equip-
ment. Complete information will be sent upon request.

SOLVAY SALES CORPORATION
Alkalies and Chemical Products Manufactured by

The Solvay Process Company

40 RECTOR STREET NEW YORK

OLVAV
TRADE MARK REC. U. S. PAT. OFF.

Calcium Chloride
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Swimming Pool Data and

Reference Annual
(1937 Edition. Vol. V)

$3.00 Prepaid

192 pages filled with a vast

assortment of informative

material for those interested

in swimming pools in any way.

EARL K. COLLINS, Editor

404 Fourth Avenue New York, N. Y.

Make all checks, money orders, etc.,

payable to Earl K. Collins

ways as automobile campers, to cruise the wil-

derness in a canoe, to ride horseback throitgh

mountain fastnesses, or to wander far-flung trails

with packs on our backs.

Organized camping also teaches one the art

of living as a member of society. The first

society grew up around a camp fire. There the

child learned to recognize parental authority,

to follow a wiser leadership until he was able

to lead of his own accord ; there he learned the

habit of give and take which is fundamental in

social life ;
there he learned to orient himself

in such a way as to protect his own rights, and

at the same time to respect the rights of others.

It was upon these traits, acquired around the

first camp fire, that society has erected its

super-structure, and it is upon these traits that

its future must continue to rest. As we ac-

quired these essential social traits around the

primitive camp fire, so we may, in this era of

new leisure, preserve them around the modern

camp fire.

These are only a few of the values to be de-

rived from organized camping, but I believe

you will agree with me that they are important

enough to grant this activity place in our park
conservation program.

Where They Sail Their Own!
(Continued from page 285)

of the clubs' twelve-year-old commodore. One

girl and two men also placed with their craft.

Not race winning, however, but the good sports-

manship shown by contenders was the event's

characteristic which most pleased recreation lead-

ers and which repeatedly elicited commendation

from a mile of onlooking parents and friends

along the banks of the marine stadium. For de-

spite skilled craftsmanship, some superior models

were bound to meet with several varieties of plain

hard luck ! With each trim little craft sailing with

nobody on board, its skipper following as best he

could along one shore and his mate, across a 500

foot width of waterway, running along the other

shore, in company with other hurrying skippers

and mates, much depended on chance. One fine

craft, for example, after a fair start with sister

yachts from the pontoon, was immediately fanned

by a mischievous gust of wind to the far shore

where its skipper or perhaps it was his mate-

waded out to retrieve it in the second before it

bumped, made delicate adjustments on sheets and

rudder control and sent it on its way again.

Again, with many boats in the sailing, a fev

collisions were inevitable. And one smart 40'

was turned about in a tangle with a visiting 72'

and headed back to the pontoon. There skipper 01

mate sped to start it out once more gamely! A

model yacht sailor is a busy person in a race !

The young boatmen come to know much of the

natural forces with which they must contend witb

good grace. They acquire knowledge of the grea

power of wind and of water, whether it be relent

less or satisfying. They learn of tides and cur

rents, of depths and heights, of dead-water, and

distances.

And Long Beach Model Yacht Club boys lean]

to take what comes sportingly, without complaint

and without quitting.

A Summer Recreation Program
in Action

(Continued from page 286)

night every week is set aside for adults, whil

private swimming parties may frolic on the othe

nights. Mixed swimming is carried on all da

Saturdays, and several water carnivals are plat

ned for the late summer.

Badminton has proved to be most popular i

Palo Alto, as carried on under the night schoo
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d this summer the activity is under the jurisdic-

tion of the Municipal Recreation Department. In

the boys' gymnasium of the high school building

'older men and women, young people, and boys

d girls, alike actively participate in the sport.

Community Dances Popular

ommunity sings and dances in the older dis-

trict of Palo Alto have been very successful. In

addition to the community dances, which are held

in the auditorium of one of the junior high

schools, the recreation department sponsors bi-

weekly Saturday night dances called the "33

Series" because the admission charge is thirty-

three cents. For these dances excellent profes-

sional orchestras from the Stanford University

campus, San Francisco, or San Jose, provide

music. The activity is well supervised and is self-

supporting.

A rather meaty program of major productions

is scheduled by the Palo Alto Community Play-

ers for the summer months. "Journey's End," by
R. C. Sherriff, is the July play, to be followed in

| August by George Bernard Shaw's "Pygmalion,"

(and "Winterset," by Maxwell Anderson, early in

September.

Reading in the Open Air
(Continued from page 288)

were memorials to the famous Spanish authors.

The poet Becquer's monument is a case of his

books in a Seville park where he used to walk.

In another park in Seville, the plays of the broth-

ers Alvarez-Quinteros may be selected from an

I open bookcase under the trees. The most famous

jof the Spanish open-air libraries is the Cervantes

jin the Pases de las Delicias in Seville. In the pic-

ture tiles of a circular seat and a lovely fountain,

you have the story of Don Quixote. Two book-

cases, one guarded by a figure of Sancho Panzo

and the other by Don Quixote, hold various edi-

tions of their ever-amusing story. A replica of the

Cervantes library, the gift of Spain to the Mexi-

can people, stands under century-old trees io

Mexico City's Chapultapec Park.

The first park library in the United States was.

inevitably, in Boston. It was administered, not by
the Boston Public Library but by appointees of

the Mayor. It seemed successful but it was not

reopened after the first year. While the Bryant
Park Library is perhaps the most publicized and
the most used, outdoor reading rooms have been

opened in many other American communities. The
little library in Hyannis on Cape Cod was one of

Magazines and Pamphlets
\ Recently Received Containing Articles \

v of Interest to the Recreation Worker '

MAGAZINES

The Red Cross Courier, July 1937

"Of Exercises, Swimming's Best," by Carroll, L.

Bryant

Parents' Magazine, July 1937

Play at Home and Like It, by Lynn Ray Howard

Cooking Outdoors, by Lettie Gay
Family Fun, by Elizabeth King

National Parent-Teacher, July 1937

Recipe for a Boy's Summer, by Bertha Knapton

Business Digest, July 1937

How Famous Men Spend Leisure Hours

Leisure, July 1937

Cycling Becomes the Vogue Again, by Harry
Wilkin Perry

Camp in Comfort and Safety, by Catherine Hammett
Time on Your Hands, by Elise Whitten

Hikers' Paradise, by Foster Dairdoff

Appropriate Camp Sports, by Harlan G. Metcalf

Parks and Recreation, July 1937

Planning for City Parks, by Karl B. Lohmann

Spirit of Adventure in Playground Supervision,

by H. E. Varga
Four Bathing Beaches in New Jersey Division of.

Interstate Park

PAMPHLETS

Des Moines, loiva, Playground and Recreation Commis-
sion Annual Report, 1936-1937

Bells and Bellringing, by Mrs. Satis N. Coleman, Na-
tional Tuberculosis Association.

First Annual Report of the Board of Recreation Com-
missioners of Linden, N. ]., 1936

Playground Director's Game Kit

Department of Public Recreation, Sioux City, Iowa

Playground Director's Staff Guide

Department of Public Recreation, Sioux City, Iowa

Community Recreation A Tentative Manual

Department of Education of the State of Minnesota,
St. Paul

Program for State Ownership of Park and Forest Land
in New Jersey

Board of Conservation and Development,
Trenton, N. J.

17th Annual Report of the Superintendent of Public
Recreation of the City of Reading, Pennsylvania, 1936

Summer Bulletin of the Department of Recreation,
Detroit, Michigan



328 WHAT CHILDREN TALK ABOUT

What Children Talk About

ASTUDY MADE of children's conversation in

grades three to seven in twenty-four schools,

both rural and urban, in various parts of the

country, revealed that the topics (discussed by the

children when left to themselves) in order of their

frequency are: (i) games and sports, (2) per-

sonal experiences, (3) trips, (4) pets and their

tricks, (5) family and friends, (6) accidents,

(7) school, (8) parties, (9) accomplishments

(boasting), (10) shows and programs, (n) wild

life, (12) thoughts and dreams, (13) current

events (history and politics), (14) nature, (15)

books (outside reading), (16) rides by vehicle,

(17) holidays, (18) helping others, (19) toys,

(20) rides on animals, (21) work as an occupa-

tion, (22) cooking and sewing, (23) riddles, jokes

and stories. Some of the topics overlap to some

degree. "Personal experiences" are those not

grouped in other classes.

The study is based on the assumption that chil-

dren, when left to themselves, will talk about the

things which interest them most. The teachers in

the schools listed the topics talked about at recess

and other periods when the children were free,

for a period of six weeks. The results of the study

showed that interests of children in these grades

are relatively stable and that children tend to talk

less about their family and friends as they go

through the grades and more about school and

current events. Personal experiences, play and

school rank high in all grades. The study was not

entirely scientific, as the author admits, but it

presents conclusions and issues which invite fur-

ther investigation. Note : This study was reported
in the Elementary School Journal, February 1937,

and is entitled "Children's Preferences for Con-

versational Topics." It was digested in the April

1937 Loyola Educational Digest.

the first to extend its reading space out of doors.

The 'beautiful library in Lake Forest, Illinois, has

a perfectly appointed reading court. In Suffern,

New York, boxes of books are taken from the

library to the edge of a lake where they are used

by an eager reading public. The Los Angeles Pub-

lic Library has opened two park libraries one of

which, to the librarian's surprise, has been pa-

tronized largely by guests in nearby hotels. For
more than four months each summer, residents of

Evanston, Illinois, are invited to take pleasant
book cruises on the "Upper Deck," a reading room

on the roof of the library. In Couchwood, Web-

ster Parish, Louisiana, the little library has an out-

door reading room that can be used most of the

year. In Glenco, Illinois, and in New Rochelle,

New York, beach libraries make reading part of

the play time of both adults and children.

Outdoor libraries, friendly and easy of access,

combine happily the joy of reading and the joy of

being in the open air. They are welcome oases to

the people to whom reading is a natural part of

everyday living. They also bring together books

and members of the community who might not

otherwise read.

Some Contributions of Rural Drama

to the Development of Rural Life

(Continued from page 290)

of team work will soon reflect itself in the kind of

acting done, it's true. But play production requires

that everyone work together the actors, the stage

crew, the make-up committee, the ushers, the

business management, the director, and the cos-

tume staff. Many taking part in a play have

learned the true meaning of cooperation for the

first time. Two people can't get along. They are

put in a play together. They find the other is not

so bad after all and new friends are made. There

is a faction in the community. Members of each

faction are cast in a play. They forget their dif-

ferences in their eagerness to produce a good play.

The faction disappears. Such incidents can be

multiplied by the score by any of you. Play pro-

duction can be a good way to develop wholesome

group life.

Experiences of individuals in learning to work

together through play production can also be re-

lated by members of groups. It is said the Dane

County Federation of Rural Clubs grew out of

the drama tournaments. If inter-group coopera-

tion is successful in drama tournaments, why
can't it be successful in other ways? If true co-'

operation requires this then we have great need

for such lessons. Individuals may find it hard to

work with others how much more difficult fori

groups to work together yet tournaments have:

required in their very nature inter-group coopera-j
tion. Not that we are going to stimulate groups
to put on plays in tournaments in order that they

may learn the cooperative way for play produc-
tion is an art in its own right but that we will

recognize its value in education for cooperation.

Thus it may help us and stand us in good stead

in case we find we need a "middle way."
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keener appreciation of the place of rural

ma tournaments and festivals and a new inter-

pretation of underlying basic rural life philoso-

phies through the country theater can be had. The
'

Danes have developed a kind of rural life philoso-

phy which expresses itself best through the co-

operative movement. But its roots are laid in a

'richness of literature, a system of education, and

a history of culture which projects itself into the

cooperative movement and forms the very mar-

row of it. Our people in the country need more

(of that kind of philosophy, and if the country
theater can help give it expression and growth,

pur farm people will the more easily find their

way out of economic stress and social stagnation.

Table Shuffleboard

(Continued from page 292)

Scoring areas in each diagram of a court shall

ibe one ten (10), two eights (8), two sevens (7),

land one ten-off (-10).

Live discs anywhere in the ten-off area score

minus ten (-10) for each, except when they

touch a border line. The separation line here is

Jnot
counted as a line in scoring.

All points must be scored.

In case of a tie resulting from both sides hav-

ing reached game-point or over, two complete
rounds shall be played, the score of which is

added to the first score. The side having the high-
est score is the winner, provided the score is

game-point or over ; otherwise play shall continue

until either one side or the other has reached

jgame-point or over.

In case the game is won by the side, or player,

having last shot, before the last shot is delivered

the player must shoot the disc down the court in

an attempt to reach the dead line.

To play the game of shuffleboard is sufficient to

create a lasting enthusiasm, whether you are a

novice or an old-timer in sports. It is a game you
can recommend to your friends without reserva-

tion. In addition to the fun of learning to play
this new game of table shuffleboard, the amateur
in crafts may gain satisfaction from the adven-
ture of making his own game.

A Learn -to-Swim Program
for Children

(Continued from page 295)

The Certificate

One added incentive was still needed to hold the

Why Not A Rhythm Band

on Your Playground?

There is now available a booklet,

"Starting and Developing a

Rhythm Band," by A. D. Zanzig
which will give you just the in-

formation you need in organizing
"Kinder Simfonies" on your

playground.

Send for your copy

It costs only 15 cents

National

Recreation Association

315 FOURTH AVENUE

NEW YORK CITY

children's enthusiasm until the finishing touch

could be added to their efforts. With this idea in

mind, the swim certificate was developed. The

certificate was made to fill the multiple duty of a

report card, record of progress and diploma. The

certificate reads : "The Santa Barbara Recreation

Commission awards this certificate to

for successful participation in Learn to Swim

Program." Blank lines were provided for the

signatures of a city representative, a member of

the Recreation Commission, and the instructor.

These signatures were in the lower right hand

corner. The lower left hand corner had printed :

Group I, with a blank space for the date the test

was passed. Next, Group II, A, B and C, with

the ensuing blank space after each letter for the

date that would signify that the test was passed,

and so on throughout Group IV. To prevent the

pupil who had only one date on his certificate

from representing himself as a swimmer, the en-

tire achievement test was printed on the back.

The completed certificate, with three dates affixed

automatically became a diploma, and as an added

attraction a small gold star was applied after the

third date. To say that these certificates were en-

thusiastically received is stating it mildly. They

!
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Mark A. McCloskey

Mark A. McCloskey, who has been serving as

administrator of the National Youth Administra-

tion in New York City, has been appointed di-

rector of the Bureau of Recreational and Com-

munity Activities of the New York City school

system. In this position he will have charge of

the community centers in the school buildings

and of the summer vacation playgrounds main-

tained bv the Board of Education.

were signed by E. O. Hanson, Mayor of the city

of Santa Barbara, C. C. Christiansen, Director

of Recreation, and by the teacher.

Every Friday was a day for rare excitement

for the children; it was examination day. Every

pupil might take as many tests as he could. No

grades were given. They could either pass the

tests or could not. Out of the two hundred stu-

dents examined, only eight proved to be failures.

The presentations were great fun. Mayor Han-

son, accompanied by Director Christiansen and

Mr. Walter Noble, Chairman, for the Recreation

Commission, talked to the children, and Mayor
Hanson then handed out the diplomas. There were

two presentations, a mid-season one, on August
fourteenth, and the final on September tenth.

Having only two presentations had its disadvan-

tages. Many pupils had only two weeks to spend.

Again, numbers of pupils were from out of town.

There were visitors from Oakland, Los Angeles,

Santa Maria, and Goleta. The final enrollment

was exactly three hundred and fifteen. Over one

hundred and seventy-five certificates were awarded.

Fortunately, during the season's course, every

pupil did not report every day. In fact they were

asked to pick out three days of the week and re-

port on those certain days. Even with this split-

up, the daily classes ran an approximate average

of twenty-eight for Kindergarten, thirty-one for

Beginners, thirty-three for Advanced Beginners,

and forty-two for Swimmers. It is to be regretted

that the exact count can not be given, but a snap

count of each class peak load attendance was

taken. Many interesting statistics were lost

through failure to keep each individual's daily

attendance and progress record.

A number of happy by-products are to be not

One was the improvement in health. The children

who enrolled in the class and attended regularly

showed, an increase in appetite, weight, muscular

development, the ability to sleep, and vitality. All

of this influenced greatly their dispositions. Per-

haps the most important by-product of the pro-

gram was the effect it had upon the children suf-

fering from inferiority complexes and timidity.

Many of those who had previously been out-done

in the fields of strength and speed by their play-

mates, found that in swimming they were equal

to their fellows, and in some instances outshone

them. This result alone would have made the

program worth while.

Model Aircraft Activity

(Continued from page 296)

Activity in model aircraft building and flying

is proving to be a stepping stone for some to a

career in aviation. At least five of the boys are

seriously planning aeronautical engineering or

master mechanics as their life work. One of the

members is at present enrolled in an aviation

school in Newark, New Jersey.

Recreation for Handicapped Children

(Continued from page 298)

the trying spirit manifested by crippled children'

is super-normal.

Cardiac children in hospitals, although not al-

\\

I
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\ Tribute by the Community Councils

In the July issue of RECREATION there appeared

nder the title, "A Tribute to Charles Hayden,"
i address by J. Willard Hayden given on the

ccasion of the unveiling of a tablet in honor of

Carles Hayden. Mention should have been made
f the fact that the tablet was a tribute to the

icmory of Mr. Hayden by the Community Coun-
;

ils of the City of New York, of which Frank

''eer Beal is the executive secretary. For ten

ears Mr. Hayden was a member of the Recre-

on Committee of the Community Councils.

jawed to engage in strenuous games, play check-

irs, ping pong and engage in other light forms of

pcercise
that keep the mind and faculties keenly

ccupied. The activities selected for these chil-

iren depend, of course, upon their individual

pndition.
'

Diabetic children can take part in all forms of

^creation and actual sports competition provided

hey do not neglect their insulin treatments and

Described diets.

j

The notion that a handicapped child should be

iourteously waved aside when games are proposed

[as happily been discarded, and many new kinds

f games are being devised especially for the dif-

erent groups who have met with some physical
nisfortune.

Gypsy Story-teller Casts Her Spell
(Continued from page 300)

hree thousand children. A great many story-

day performances were given over the radio and

t various community entertainments. The year
/as climaxed by a "Story-Play Picnic" at the

Recreation Department's beautiful picnic ground,

)igmund Stern Grove; all of the playground

roups joined in this festive holiday, and were

ntertained by a program of child dancing and

oy symphony music and of course, by more
f Mrs. McGuire's stories, of which they seem
ever to get enough.

Most of all, story-telling means a lot of fun for

he little listeners. But there are other advantages
o the story program aside from the entertain-

ment factors. The story classics of the world are

art of every education; references to Alice in

Vonderland, to Grimm's Fairy Tales, Aesop's
Cables and many others are common in everything
ve read. Yet reading for pleasure alone is a field

often neglected in present-day education, and if

this phase of cultural learning is not to be entirely

omitted it must be supplied in the leisure time of

the child. Then, too, the old folk and fairy tales

are built around solid philosophic truths with

which all children should be familiar. In this day
of corroding beliefs and conflicting ideals, it is

not always easy to tell children what is and what

is not right and good to do; yet if we instill in

them during their early years standards of clean-

ness and fineness of which the heroes and hero-

ines of the tales of old are no insignificant ex-

amples we can trust them to make decisions for

themselves when it becomes necessary.

And certainly not the least advantage what a

relief it is to parents and playground directors to

know that at least one afternoon a week in the

busy, ^noisy city, the children will be content to

cease their nervous activity, and just be quiet and

listen !

On the whole, the Recreation Department be-

lieves its summer story program to be one of the

most interesting and worthwhile innovations of

some time. It sincerely hopes that San Francisco

children will continue to take an interest in the

stories of Polly McGuire who has remained the

"gypsy" to the children despite the changes in

costume; and that communities everywhere will

help in this attempt to revive interest in that oldest

of all arts the art of story-telling.

Seventy Miles by Foot in the Sierra

(Continued from page 307)

Then the End of the Trail

A descent of some three thousand feet is the

schedule for the seventh day. Around Lake Tenaya,

down to Snow Creek, winds the fascinating trail.

It is amazing how much more one sees, hiking

like this, than one would either on horseback or

in automobile. How could you stoop to examine

the beautiful fringed gentian from a horse's back?

From an automobile you would not even see the

flower, much less examine it. You may see ex-

tensively by horse or car, but to see intensively

you must use only your own two feet.

At the start of the Tenaya zigzags, the last lap

on the journey home, someone cries, "Let's count

the zigzags !" and the problem arises whether to

count zigs and zags separately or the two together

as one zigzag. It is decided to count them as one.

As the group winds down the trail into the fa-

miliar zone of life left behind a week before, the
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Have You an Abandoned

Fire House?

WITH
THI: ever increasing demand for greater

activity in the field of drama, it is essential

for recreation departments conducting this

activity to have a place in which to construct

and store the rapidly accumulating equipment
for the drama program.

Sacramento, California, according to J. B.

Maloney, Superintendent of Recreation, real-

ized its need for a workshop and storeroom just

as the fire department of the city was about to

change its location to provide greater fire pro-

tection for the growing residential sections.

The abandonment of the old fire house of

sturdy construction, through action taken by
the City Manager, resulted in the acquisition

by the Recreation Department of a drama

workshop. No change in the physical structure

of the building was necessary, and only a few

minor additions to the interior had to be made.

The large room which housed the fire equip-

ment is now used as a carpenter shop and

storeroom for scenery and electrical equip-

ment. The room previously used as the sleep-

ing quarters for the firemen has been trans-

formed into a costume shop, the many lockers

already built in serving as cupboards for the

2,000 costumes which have been accumulated.

The kitchen and bathroom, with gas and

water, were placed at the disposal of the artist

who prepares paints, papier-mache, dopes, clay
and plaster molds, and other equipment of this

type as it is needed. In the larger of the two
storerooms an office was established for the

supervisor of dramatics
; the smaller was used

as a stock room for materials. The large recre-

ation room was made over into a "green room"
where small groups meet for discussion, read-

ings and social activities.

Although the building is only one story,

there is sufficient space between the ceiling and
the roof to store papier-mache heads and other

small equipment.

Situated on a large, attractively landscaped
corner lot in a residential section of the city,

the workshop is as attractive as it is useful and

supplies Sacramento with a drama center

which serves a definite purpose and serves

that purpose exceedingly well!

air gets warmer, and they realize acutely that they

have really left the High Sierra. How many zig-

zags were there? Everyone's result is different,

but it is generally agreed that there were some-

thing over a hundred.

The group that arrives finally at Mirror Lake

on the floor of Yosemite valley is a browner,

stronger-muscled, though a dirtier and more

ragged company, than that which left Happy Isles

a week before. Some have chapped lips and peel

ing noses, some blistered feet
;
but these count for

little in the realization that they have, on their owr.

feet, traveled through seventy miles or more of

some of the most superb scenery in the world and

in traveling, have lived intimately not only witl

others of their kind but with Nature. No om

who has spent a week in such communion

the out-of-doors will ever forget.

Recreation After Fifty

(Continued from page 308)

ganized the Charaka Club nearly forty years

for the purpose of presenting and developing ex

traprofessional interests. We all felt that then

was need of stimulating one another so as t<

avoid anything like a humdrum existence.

There is nothing worse than to go on livinj

without special duties to perform, and to be wait

ing for the end to come. Keep your mind active

keep your brain going ; and for the brain a chang:

of activity, of thoughts, is the best form of di

version and of mental recreation.

I must, at this point, introduce a personal note

because I believe that my own preparation for th<

vicissitudes of age has been helpful to me, an<

may be helpful to others. I am rapidly approach

ing the four score period. When I was just fifti

years of age I wanted to test my ability to acquir

new scientific methods and to determine whethe

or -not I was on the down-hill grade. The Was
sermann test had been made known to the publui

I spent six weeks of my summer holiday in Was

sermann's laboratory in Berlin, became thorough!
1

familiar with the method, was able to make gooi

use of it, and convinced myself that I was not s

old, and still able to cope with the youngsters,

stopped thinking of age for the next ten years.

Similar thoughts occurred at sixty. At sixt)

six, I was retired from hospital work, but I foun

other things to engage my attention, to hold nr

interest, to keep me thinking; and, as I told on

of the hospital trustees not long ago: "You
rt|

tired me on account of age (and very properly \
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iiany years ago. I have had the most active and

nteresting years since then."

And, when only a few years ago, I laid down

very important office, I made up my mind that

lat was not to be the last and before my term

iad ended, I prepared for another engrossing

luty. A few others have been added since.

My motto is, "keep on doing; keep on plan-

ling." It will contribute to your own happiness

.nd will make for the good of others.

The Problem of Leisure in Relation

to Correctional Institutions

(Continued from page 311)

The conditions surrounding the life of a pa-

oled or discharged individual are hard, tend to

liscouragement and new derelictions and yet

nuch is expected of him. Why not prepare him

,vhile he is in the institution, with inner resources,

nterests and skills, which may help to save the

lay and save him to purposeful citizenship?

Public Recreation in Resort Cities

(Continued from page 312)

What About the Home Folks?

It is important for resort cities to make ade-

quate provision for facilities for tourists; it is

Iso important for the city to supply for its perma-
icnt residents the facilities and activities which

hiake a community a good place in which to live.

I

A recent tour of a score of resort cities showed

rapid developments in caring for the recreational

iceds of visitors but serious neglect of the home
:

olks, more especially the children and young

)eople. One city visited which serves tourists un-

usually well had virtually no public recreation

service for those of school age. Near one of the

:ity's downtown recreation centers with very un-

al facilities was a school with scarcely any

olayground space and with no leadership of the

neager program offered. Another city with five

nunicipal golf courses had no neighborhood play-

grounds under leadership. Still another city with

an ocean front civic center costing a million and

a half had only three night lighted baseball

diamonds.

The importance of tourist recreation is such

that it ought not to be conducted as part of the

activities of a city department concerned with

welfare or similar services, but it should be the

concern of a separate major department which

will give it prestige and assure it of efficient

administration.

The National Federation of

Settlements Meets

Ar
THE; National Federation of Settlements con-

ference held on the campus of Indiana Uni-

versity in Bloomington, Indiana, in May, settle-

ment workers throughout the country were able

to exchange experiences and discuss common in-

terests. The focus of the conference was on ways
of meeting day by day problems which press in on

industrial neighborhoods. General meetings on

labor-management relationships, on a report of a

settlement study of the effect of health insurance

on working people in England, and on settlements

and social action gave expression to some of the

broad interests of the group. Government work
relief programs were shown to have made new

opportunities in art, music and recreation directly

available to settlement neighbors.

Discussion of new methods of education for

better living centered around the cooperatives as

they were being developed in cities and in rural

life. As a constructively educational economic de-

velopment, cooperatives are scarcely excelled. In

Indiana and Ohio strong farmers' cooperatives

have grown up since 1920 and are increasingly

important as a means of strengthening community
life. The technique for supplementing the pro-

ducers' organizations toward this end has been

reinforced through recreation. Miss Neva Boyd
of Northwestern University who, with Mrs.

Charlotte Chorpenning, also of Northwestern, has

for two years conducted recreation training

courses in cooperatives, described the development
and progress made in these communities and the

increasing significance of the recreation groups.

So enthusiastic and interested did the folk danc-

ing and dramatics groups become, that they met

in the bare village schoolrooms even on the hottest

nights for dances and rehearsals. By basing the

programs upon the interests of the people, keep-

ing the content at a high level, and allowing lead-

ership to evolve slowly, the groups have remained

spontaneous and democratic, and are developing

strength.

The bulk of the conference attendance was

made up of staff workers directly responsible for

the actual /carrying out of group work programs.
These leaders were concerned chiefly with help-

ing their members to want to understand what is

happening in the economic world today and with



334 JOURNALISM IN MINIATURE

finding out methods of breaking the apathy of

young people who have not found education to

their liking, nor jobs when they have left school.

Need for more adequate vocational guidance and

placement was constantly expressed. A factor in

the recreational life of some cities was the cellar,

or independent club, formed by young men who

have outgrown their families and cannot afford to

marry. In their own club they dance and meet in-

formally without chaperonage of either family or

agency. Many settlements work with the inde-

pendent clubs, offering use of gymnasium and

meeting halls, and help to enrich the program and

influence standards.

Two evenings, after hours, were devoted to

folk dancing, one under the leadership of Miss

Boyd and another under the direction of Miss

Janet McCrindell of Liverpool, England, one of

the founders of the English Folk Dance Society.

Miss McCrindell made the point that American

usage was tending to corrupt the style and form

of English country dancing here. Americans are

apt to romp, and they do not pay enough atten-

tion to the phrasing of the music and the preci-

sion and decorum with which the patterns are

worked out.

NOTE: We are indebted to Margaret Day, Henry
Street Settlement, New York City, for this interesting

report.

You Asked for It!

(Continued from page 313)

of Chicago Press.) This book contains a chapter

on attacking the problem which discusses the im-

portance of proper recreation opportunities. We
believe you would find this chapter particularly

suggestive.

These references may not give you the specific

answer to your problem but they will help you
understand the situation with which you are try-

ing to deal. There is an excellent booklet entitled,

Settlement Boys Work, published by the National

Federation of Settlements, New York City,

which gives some very practical suggestions on

leadership of boys' activities. Although it is in-

tended for leaders of groups already organized,

we feel sure you would find helpful the sugges-

tions as to how to discover interests, to maintain

enthusiasm for an activity, and to develop pro-

grams which have some continuity.

Journalism in Miniature

(Continued from page 314)

and small, to enjoy the use of the playground.

This new venture not only resulted in an in-

creased attendance but had a stimulating effect on

all our playground activities. Everyone likes to

have his accomplishments brought to the atten-

tion of others, especially his fellow playmates.

This pride in achievement, if not encouraged be-

yond reasonable bounds, stimulates initiative and

ambition. A keener interest in all playground

events was evident. The week following the pub-

lication of the first Winchester News, our park

won the first honor flag for having the best all-

round playground in Memphis during that week.

The Publication Grows

Beginning as a playground bulletin, by the

of the summer, our paper was rapidly becoming

a community publication, with interesting bits of

news not only about park affairs, but also on

neighborhood happenings and civic events. Peo-

ple who formerly knew very little about play-

grounds were astounded when they read of the

program offered to both children and adults.

Those who were unable to attend and participate

looked forward to reading of the weekly doings

of their neighbors.

An unforeseen benefit of the paper was realized

after a few weeks of publication. This was the

opportunity offered to children with writing abil-

ity. Of course each child had but a little writing

to do. Nevertheless that small bit called for origi-j

nality and concise expression.

This summer, if our plans materialize, we will

print a larger paper, with several columns devoted

to poems and stories written by the children. A

bit out of the path of playground recreation? ]

think not. We offer sewing and handicraft to the

child with domestic interests, painting and sand

modeling for the artistic, theatricals and dancing

for the dramatic, singing for the musical, sport:

for the athletic. Why not miniature journalistt

for those with literary talent?

You will find a playground paper a new anc

effective means of advertising your recreation ad

tivities a means that can be realized with th<

help of your local civic club, PTA, or any othei

neighborhood organization that is interested in th<

welfare of the community.



New Publications in the Leisure Time Field

1

The Arts Workshop of Rural America

By Marjorie Patten. Columbia University Press, New
'York. $1.50.

THIS
STUDY of the rural arts program of the Agricul-

tural Extension Service is the story of the "rise of

a host of homespun leisure-time activities among farm

people during the troubled years since the World War."

It is a fascinating story of typical developments in eight

states. It tells of what is being done in drama, music,

arts and crafts, folk arts and hobbies. It revives one's

faith in the possibility of "building the kind of rural

America the farmers of the future will be glad to call

their own."

Softball Guide Official Playing Rules

1937
Spalding's Athletic Library. American Sports Publishing

Company, New York City. $.25.

THE OFFICIAL RULES of softball as approved by the Joint

Rules Committee of which Arthur T. Noren, Super-

intendent of Recreation, Elizabeth, New Jersey, is Secre-

tary-Treasurer, are now available. The growing interest

in this game and the wide popularity which it is gaining

will make it desirable for all recreation workers to be

familiar with the rules and with the latest information

available about the game.

Some Inexpensive Party and

Game Books
T HROUGH THE Washington Information Bureau, 1013

' Thirteenth Street, Washington, D. C., may be secured

a number of practical booklets on parties and games.

These include The Book of Games, Children's Parties,

and The Party Book, by Patricia Dubber. There is also

a booklet on Popular Card Games, by William W. Rod-

gers and one on Modern Contract Bridge, by Harriet

V. Heald. The price of each of these booklets is 10 cents.

Creative Group Education
By S. R. Slavson. Association Press, New York. $2.50.

VWfiAT CONSTITUTES a-n all-around education? What are

the educational influences, formal and informal,

which go into personality development? These questions

are discussed in this volume, but as the author himself

points out in his introduction, the book's major value is

in its effort to deal in a practical way with the practical

problems that confront the leader and the teacher in the

performance of his daily work. With this in mind, Mr.
Slavson has devoted the greater part of his book to such

subjects as art, music and the dance, creative dramatics

and play writing, nature study and science, the gymnasium
and the competitive spirit, and the educative value of

parties.

Leaders of Young People
The Girls' Friendly Society, 386 Fourth Avenue, New
York. $.50.

I EADERS OF groups of youth are constantly looking for
*

practical guides which will help them in making their

leadership more effective. This booklet, dealing with the

principle involved is all leadership, has been prepared

especially for use in the organizations associated with the

Episcopal Church. It should, however, be helpful to lead-

ers working with all youth organizations whether boys,

girls or mixed groups.

Kit 41 -C. Parties and Programs
Edited by Lynn and Katherine Rohrbough. Cooperative

Recreation Service, Delaware, Ohio. $.25.

A NOTHER BOOKLET of helpful hints for social recreation
^^

has been issued by the Cooperative Recreation Ser-

vice. Suggestions are offered for an envelope party, a

reception mixer, a one way street party, and many other

interesting events. This issue of the Kit also contains a

cross index of Kits 29 to 40, which gives an alphabetical

classification of the games, puzzles, rhythms, songs and

dances, programs and stunts which have appeared in

these issues.

The Board Member
By New Haven Council of Social Agencies. Yale Uni-

versity Press. $1.00.

THE DISCUSSION GROUP on Problems of Board Mem-
'bers held during the Congress at Atlantic City was

one of the most important at the Congress. In the course

of the discussion this 'book was referred to as a most

valuable help for executives related to public or private

organizations. This little volume of forty-six closely writ-

ten but readable pages deals not only with the problems
of board members, but with important problems of volun-

teers. The selection of board members, training of board

members, meetings, committees, standards of work evalu-

ation, employed personnel) volunteer personnel are all

extremely pertinent subjects in the field of recreation

today. A chapter on public relations is alone worth the

price of the volume.

An extensive bibliography will guide recreation work-

ers to other material related to this subject. This book

will make a valuable addition to the working library of

any recreation department.

Middletown in Transition

By Robert and Helen M. Lynd. Harcourt Brace and
Company. $5.00.

TWELVE YEARS ago, 1925, Robert S. and Helen Merrell
'
Lynd, with a group of trained workers, settled down

in "Middletown" to make an objective study of society in

a middlewest town which was assumed to be typical of

contemporary American life. For a year and half this

group of investigators lived with the people of Middle-
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town, observing and sharing their experiences. They were

concerned with how they made their living, what their

home life was like, how the young were trained, how
they used their leisure, how they worshipped, and what
were their varied activities in other fields of action. The

findings of their study, "Middletown," appeared in a

volume of 550 pages and was hailed as one of the great
contributions to social study and a pioneer in the method
of approach to social problems.

After a lapse of ten years, the Lynds went back to

Middletown to see what had happened during the boom
years 1925-29 and the depression years 1930-35. For the

most part, the same pattern was followed as in the previ-
ous study. Work, home, schools, leisure, religion and
other community activities were observed, compared with
the previous study and appraised. Separate new chapters
deal with government, the press, health and the Middle-
town spirit. As they approached the new task, the work-
ers were eagerly expectant of finding exciting new things
in the life of the city. A rise to boom heights in 1929

and then a dramatic fall to the depths of four years of

depression would surely leave deep scars on the life of
that community. The volume, "Middletown in Transi-

tion," (604 pages) is a fascinating story of Middletown
life during those eventful years.

But what of it all? What did the authors find after

ten of the most exciting years of any generation in peace

days? The Lynds, at the close of the study, report "that

basically the texture of Middletown culture has not

changed. Middletown is overwhelmingly living by the

values by which it lived in 1925 ; and its chief additions

are defensive, such as, among the business class, intense

suspicion of centralizing tendencies in government, of the

interference of social legislation with business, of labor

troubles, and of radicalism . . . aside from these no major
new symbols or ideologies of a positive sort have devel-

oped as conspicuous rallying points. Leadership in the

community has not shifted in kind, but has become more
concentrated in the same central group observed in 1925.

But what of recreation? After reviewing at length the

changing attitudes and practices in the leisure time field

the development of public recreation and a widespread
emergency program under government leadership the

Lynds conclude: "Here and there, innovations learned
under the jarring dislocations of habit in the depression
such for instance as the growth of interest in flower

gardens will continue. But the summary balance sheet
of Middletown's four years of prosperous growth and six

years of depression experience suggests decidedly that the

community has not discovered with the help of its 'new
leisure' new designs for living."

To recreation workers this one chapter on "Spending
Leisure" is worth an hour in the library. It could be used
as a basis of staff discussion, for comparative program
study, or a challenge to any community to check up on
its process of salvaging the values of an extended recrea-
tion program and the conserving of new and valuable
facilities and equipment.

Studies in Group Behavior.

Edited by Grace Longwell Coyle. Harper and
Brothers, New York. $2.75.

This volume, Studies in Group Behavior, adds a unique
contribution to Miss Coyle's writing in the field of group
work. From studies. in theory she turns to case studies
of actual groups in the most practical fashion. Five
groups, which were a part of a settlement program in a
foreign section of an American city, are the "cases." The
doings of these groups, even to minute details of behavior
of their members, are told in simple reporting style. Per-
sonality traits, home backgrounds and personal interests
are described as a basis for understanding these individ-
ual reactions in the group. The attitude of the leader in

each critical decision of the group is noted. At the close
of each reported group meeting, questions are asked re-

garding the conduct of leader and members. To a group

leader this will be interesting and helpful reading, and
will enable a thoughtful person to interpret the activities

of his or her own group. What social attitudes are devel-

oping? What new interests are arising? How are mem-
bers adjusting themselves to each other? What new skills

have members developed? What participation in commu-
nity affairs has been made possible? These and many
other questions are answered as the reader follows the

continued activities of the groups.

Extra-Curricular Activities in the Elementary Schools.

By Charles F. Allen, Thomas R. Alexander, and
Hendree W. Means. Webster Publishing Company,
St. Louis, Missouri. $2.25 postpaid.

The purpose of this book has 'been to set forth some
guiding principles for organizing and administering
extra-curricular activities in elementary schools. Many
practical suggestions are offered, and the teacher wishing
information on recreational phases of the program will
find much of interest.

The Secrets of Cartooning.

By Chuck Thorndike. The House of Little Books.
R.K.O. Building, Radio City, New York. $1.00.

Here is an instruction .book in humorous drawing
which will tell you just what you need for materials and
tools and will introduce you, in a series of ten lessons,
to the technique of cartoon making. Each lesson is

accompanied by illustrations.

Friendly Animals.

By Lucile Q. Mann. Leisure League of America, 30
Rockefeller Plaza, New York City. $.25.

Mrs. Mann has told here in an exceedingly interesting
way of a number of unusual pets. She has discussed them
under the following subjects: What are Pets? Home
Folks ; Friends from Abroad ; A Bird in the Hand

; The
Terrarium; and Water Babies. Interesting illustrations
are used throughout.
Another booklet of the Leisure League dedicated to

animals is A Dog's Life From Puppyhpod to Old Age,
by Josephine Z. Rine. The booklet gives" the information
on training and care of dogs which every dog love
desires.
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Youth Leadership

million youth each year ready
for work,

million youth each year ready
to mate,

ready for adventure,

vaiting to live.

Husks will not feed them.

living for youth each year must be faced anew.

Life through machines is not enough.

^roup moulding to other people's ends is soon

recognized for what it is rank impertinence.

Vot what we want, not our point of view

matters most.

jBut what lies within youth themselves

brought out, drawn out, will in the long run

give enduring satisfaction.

i^hat is within youth 1937 model,

what capacity has he,

hat needs he in activity, in food

for his own life?

Money is but a small part of his need.

rlow may his family, his church, his community

give him emotional security,

make him really needed,

make him really count,

build him into his age and generation?

External wealth and security alone will never

do it.

[t's power within that counts.

[t's growth of powers, capacities, relationships,

activities that matters.

Youth has always hit the trail,

pioneered,

West,

going places.

Youth is no different today.

The leader is a guider of activity,

a developer of the inner self,

a discoverer of the means of growth.

In the free hours what may youth do
to build a life?

What are the substitutes for

war against the neighboring tribe,

seeking the Northwest Passage,

discovering the North Pole,

living for a time at the South Pole?

What for each individual youth gives

growth, expansion, outreach, lift?

In the hours of freedom when there is

time to build a life, to grow a life,

what avenues are open?

What may each according to his gift do

with hand,
with voice,

with trained eye,

with ear,

with skilled body,
with mind,

with all his powers united?

Man's cry is only in small part a cry for bread,

for gold.

Always ever

the desert waste,

the ocean vastness,

the uncharted air,

the inpenetrable jungles,

the snow-covered poles,

the crusades,

the wars,

the battles of the spirit,

the undiscovered areas of thought,

have called men to leave comfort

SEPTEMBER, 1937
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and the best have given up comfort

to follow a dream, a form of battle

a form of search, a

commanding activity.

The task of the leader and guide

is not by group pressure to make

those in his neighborhood into some

pattern he chooses for them, to build

them into a mould

but rather to know enough about the

nature of man

to try to free each individual to be

himself, to find himself, within

the limit of his possibilities.

One youth's life must not be built at

the expense of another.

Certain fences there must be.

But the unecessary walls that thwart,

frustrate, bewilder

must be removed and outlets provided.

What are the prison walls that confine

the human spirit,

what are the chains that shackle,

what are the clouds that darken,

what are the fears that weaken,

what stops the song,

what makes the dance to cease,

what brings old age before its time,

what takes from life its sparkle,

what blows out all the light and color,

what halts the current of life?

Music, drama, dance, arts, crafts, games,

athletics the leader must know.

Eyen more he needs to know

the nature of youth, of man,

the heart's unspoken desire.

Of knowledge there is nor height, nor

depth, nor breadth

of what is in the heart of man

that will not serve him.

HOWARD BRAUCHE]

Joseph Lee
On the morning of July 28, 1937, Joseph Lee, for more than twenty-seven

years President of the National Recreation Association, died of pneumonia. No
words are adequate to express the loss which the National Recreation Association

and the national recreation movement have suffered. To many the loss will come

as deeply personal.

In the near future an issue of the magazine will be largely given over to

Joseph Lee and the meaning of his life and work. It is hoped that later a special

day, the same day throughout the country, will be set aside on the playgrounds
and in the recreation centers to pay tribute to what Joseph Lee has done for

America.
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Recreation and the Social Integration

To the Twenty-second National Rec-

reation Congress at Atlantic City
Dr. Plant brought a message which

made a great impression. "Of what

profit are techniques," he asked, "if

attitudes and relationships are ne-

glected?" "Are results the chief

aim of your program?" Dr. Plant's

address should be read by all rec-

reation workers and officials.

RECREATION

from the point of view of the psy-

chiatrist involves the attitude which one has

about a task rather that the task itself. It

volves what comes through the way in which

ne does a thing, rather than the thing that is

^one. Thus recreation fundamentally arises from

ertain attitudes.

Attitudes Versus Techniques

This is important for a number of reasons

he chief one perhaps being that you cannot teach

ittitudes. On the other hand you can teach tech-

niques. I can teach you how to play golf, I can

(each you how to play foot-ball, to play chess, to

[Q arithmetic through words. The language of

techniques is a verbal language. But I can get

ou to develop attitudes only through my own
ttitudes that is, through contagion. I can give

ou faith in something only through having faith

i it myself. And if I want you really to enjoy

omething, I have to enjoy it myself. I labor

omewhat on this point because to the extent that

ou are Americans, and especially to the extent

lat you are tied into the school systems of this

ountry do you find yourselves in a word-cen-

tred culture, in a culture that has definitely com-

litted itself to the teaching of techniques.

Examples of this difference between techniques

nd attitudes, between words and psycho-motor

?nsions, between what is known and what is felt,

resent themselves at every hand! You see it as

ic baby grows up; as he goes from one to two

.ears, and then from two to three you see so

jeautifully the constriction of your communica-

on with him as that becomes more and more a
?ord communication.

By DR. JAMES S. PLANT
Director, Essex County Juvenile Clinic

Newark, New Jersey

Often one reads of a situation where four or

five or six people are gathered and that these peo-

ple "feel in perfect communion with each other."

The book usually goes on to say
" - though

not a word is said." About this the book is wrong ;

it should read
" - because not a word is

said."

Long before there were verbal modes of com-

munication there were these psycho-motor modes

of communicating. Long before man could pre-

dict and talk about what the weather would be to-

morrow, he showed through his dances, his body
movements and expressions, through his psycho-

motor tensions what he hoped and wanted the

weather to be.

I have elaborated this first point (that recrea-

tion has to do with the attitude with which some-

thing is done) because I am absolutely sure that

as you go back to your groups it must be with the

realization that you cannot teach attitudes that

your groups will develop the proper attitudes only

to the extent that you have them yourselves. It is

precisely this, if I may be frank, that makes me

fearful of this sort of Conference. Out of Con-

ferences and national meetings it is so easy to

develop techniques to develop machinery. And
here I stop except to say that anything which

you want to do in your local community in the

way of recreation must be something which you

absolutely believe in yourself. Here is perhaps

the one place in which you have to practice what

you preach where, indeed, what you preach is

what you practice.
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Interest in Doing Rather Than in Results

Secondly, one says of recreation that it is far

more interested in the carrying through of a task

than in the result that is obtained ; it is in the do-

ing of a thing rather than in the final result that

we have the real elements of recreation. Here

again you have a difficult struggle ahead of you
because it is typical of the American culture that

it is interested in results. As long as you are get-

ting so and so many people together, so long as

you have such and such tournaments, when you
can advertise the thousands who compete
America will call you successful.

We see this with the child, don't we? We see

that in the kindergarten and first grade (and from

there on) there is praise for the result he obtains.

From these earliest years we bend each one to this

philosophy of perfection that it is the best result

that is the important consideration. Well, all right.

As long as there are trees to cut down and rivers

to dam, cities to build for so long do we have to

have results; but unless I very much miss my
mark this is not the fundamental element in rec-

reation. To the extent that you add recreation to

the group of American activities that are inter-

ested in results, to that extent do you sell your

birthright for a mess of pottage.

If you are interested in physical education

then of course you are interested in results. There

will be every sort of demand upon you as to '"'what

results you are getting." Any pioneer culture has

to be interested in results. Wherever man faces

great difficulties he must believe that whatever is

worth doing is worth doing well. But I take it that

this whole movement you are in and are heading

up, carries us beyond "that.

To the extent that you tie yourselves to the re-

sults obtained, to that extent, I think, do you get

recognition in your community and get it rapidly
but to that extent, again I say without hesi-

tancy, you are selling your birthright for a mess
of pottage.

Recreation as an Integrating Experience
Then the psychiatrist would say about recrea-

tion that it is an integrating experience and that

it is so because it follows the rhythm of the in-

dividual.

E. C. Lindeman draws a distinction between the

tool and the machine. A tool in one's hand a

chisel, a plane, or whatever else is an extension
of the individual. It follows the beck of the in-

dividual. It moves on the basis of the rhythm of

.

the individual. But a machine does not do that

it imposes its rhythm upon the worker. A ma-
chine has its own rhythm and does not act as an

extension of the individual's rhythm.
The psychiatrist sees recreation as an integrat-

ing experience because it represents (as does a

tool) an extension of the rhythm of the indi-

vidual. Of course you can make it otherwise if

you wish. You can build your organizations, your
courses and curricula, build your techniques you
can come to your annual meetings and busily con-

struct machinery which will impose its rhythm

upon the people of your community.
Because, of course, there is social machinery

just as there is mental machinery. Moreover it is

one of the tragic fallacies of American thought
that it believes that because it can make every sort

of gadget with machinery it can make people

happy with machinery.
This you see beautifully in the field of delin-

quency. Because in 1900 we had too much delin-

quency we set up the juvenile court. Then as we
found that that piece of machinery didn't solve

the problem we developed probation. Have we
lost our faith in the ability of machinery to cure

our troubles ? Oh no ! As delinquency flourishes

we ask for more probation officers, more and

larger clinics more machinery. You have been

very courteous in inviting me here and in listen-

ing to me. I realize that it isn't polite to answer
this in saying that I'm terribly afraid of precisely
what you are doing here this week. Because when
we get together we build techniques and we talk I

results. We seem to have to say "we have three<

thousand in our group" "yes but we have thirty-
five hundred in our group." This driving urge to

build machinery, to measure what we do in re-

sults this belongs to the pioneer culture of

America but I don't believe that it is of the es-

sence of recreation.

And why not? Because as you build machin-

ery, whether it be that in the factory that makes
beautiful automobiles or that in the city that builds

an integrated playground situation that
machin-j

ery imposes its rhythm upon the individual and is

by so much a disintegrating experience.

The Individual Must Live with Himself

I would say a fourth thing, if I may, about rec|
reation. Unless I am very much mistaken it del

mands that the individual live with himself.

Of course, you reply "Well, that is all I've
beeij

doing anyway since I was born. I don't see arid
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Game techniques can be

taught, but it is only

through contagion that

attitudes are developed

particularly magi-
:al about that." But I

lon't agree with you

-eally about the last thing

hat we Americans do is

:o live with ourselves.

America has to a great

extent
. escaped into re-

ality. A people who have

conquered every material

adversity, a nation that

has built and constructed

and fabricated endlessly

.

pad only one answer even

to the Depression
somehow to find more work for people ! The only

Lflswer that America has to any problem, unless

/ou people save her from this sort of thing, is

nore things to do, more things to make, more

hings to accomplish. What happens to American

jnen
and women whom you know when they stop

fvorking ? They crack up pretty soon, don't they ?

We psychiatrists talk a good deal about neuroses.

ou know, a neurosis is a way of escaping from

lomething. Did you ever stop to think of work as

l neurosis? America has to a great extent escaped

into work. Unless I am greatly mistaken, one of

he results of an economy of plenty, one of the

essons which the Depression was beginning to

each us, is that we begin to learn to live with

mrselves, to use instead of forever making, to

liscover ourselves instead of always running out

hrough our finger tips into the world around us.

I'm not talking from the point of view of bal-

incing production and consumption; of develop-

ng markets or the flow of gold. It is as a matter

>f its mental health that America must discover

tself
, must think more of what it means to other

>eople instead of what it can do for other people.

Relationships Rather Than Mechanics

Again we come back to what I've bothered you
vith several times this evening. America has been

i pioneer culture. It has had to work its fingers
)ff to do the necessary things. It has been forced

o interest itself in results. There is nothing to'

criticize in that. But I take it that the field of

recreation carries the banner of a new era. There
is still much to be done, there will be many new
and startling inventions, we will still produce in

plenty but if the signs of our last thirty years
mean anything, it is in the relationships of life

rather than in the mechanics of life that we will

make our chief advances. Because recreation in-

volves the attitude with which we do something,
because recreation strengthens the rhythm of the

individual for me, it carries the core of meaning
of this new venture.

And so :

Recreation emphasizes the attitudes of indi-

viduals; and attitudes are not taught, they are

caught.

Recreation is interested in the things which peo-

ple are doing, rather than in the finished product.

It does not marshal its baseball tournaments, or

thousands of well-trained gymnasts. It struggles

as best it can against America's insatiable demand

for results.

Recreation is an integrating experience for the

individual because it catches, strengthens and pro-

jects his own rhythm. Once more I warn you that

machinery is not integrating; and the better the

machinery the more disintegrating it is to the

individual.

Recreation builds something about knowing

myself, about living with myself, about my own

development rather than that I escape into reality.
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Social Integration

My definition of social integration is merely the

one which I am using in our discussion tonight.

There is no compulsion that you accept it or

even any part of it.

Very real and compelling social integration has

occurred in the past in many situations. I think

that it has occurred in those cultures and with

those people who have had a central core of mean-

ing for their total patterns. We can speak, for

instance, of a God-centered culture because there

have been cultures in which everything that man

did, his eating, his sleeping, his going about

through the day, even his life or death, were

measured in terms of what they meant to God.

There are among primitive people, of course, still

such cultures. Here you see integration. This

does not involve regimentation ; it does not neces-

sarily involve everybody's doing the same thing.

Integration comes because everything that is done

is measured in terms of the same central core of

meaning.

We have had family-centered cultures of which

perhaps the most outstanding example lies in the

traditional Jewish culture where each person had

his place, his importance, measured in terms of

what contribution to the family this implied.

There are even some Jewish prayers which can

be said only by the family group that is, in a

family-centered culture in certain situations the

individual cannot even approach God except

through the family.

There have been state-centered -cultures of

which our feudal period was perhaps the best ex-

ample. Here again there were good and bad peo-

ple the righteous and the evil. There were those

who walked uphill and those who walked down.
In other words integration does not involve regi-

mentation. What it does involve is that every one

of these events is to be interpreted in terms of, or

in reference to, the development of the state.

One of the most dramatic aspects of our pre-
sent situation is its social disin-

tegration that it lacks any cen-

tral core of reference to which

we can tie our various preoccu-

pations and activities. The past
two generations have made the

two abortive efforts. It's my im-

pression that neither will last.

Admittedly one of these cen-

tering about what is called "edu-

cation" may go a long way. Note how we would

solve each of our problems by raising the age to

which children must attend school. Grades and

degrees have become quite as much a measure of

social as of intellectual status. How long this will

last or how far it will go, I don't know. Another

centering idea has been that of profit. Indeed

with some accuracy one could speak of the period

since 1870 as a profit-centered period in which

man's success and happiness were measured

in terms of money. Notice how America has

measured its whole development in terms of "the

American standard of living" in which what one

possessed has been more and more the measuring

rod. It is my own impression that knowledge

(rather than wisdom) and goods (rather than

goodness) are not going to develop as the ce

ing factors in our culture. But they may.

nter-

"There will be every sort of de-

mand upon you as to "what results

you are getting
1

... To the extent

that you tie yourselves to the re-

sults obtained, to that extent, I

think, do you get recognition in

your community and get it rapidly
but to that extent, I say without

hesitancy, you are selling your
birthright for mess of pottage."

Be that as it may you will see that social in-

tegration on any basis which has occurred in the

past is pretty much opposed to anything for which

your group is fighting. As I see it, either recrea-

tion has nothing to do with social integration,

or the latter must develop around meanings which

it has not used in the past.

It is because of my belief that this latter pos-

sibility is now developing that I ask leave to speak

for a little while on the matter of an individual-

centered culture. I think that there is a good deal

of evidence that slowly and laboriously an indi-

vidual-centered culture is developing. It may take

five more or fifteen more generations, but that

it is on its way I have some feeling of certainty.

There is some data in support of this some data

that family, school, court, etc., are asking what

they mean to the individuals they touch, rather

than what do these individuals mean to the

institutions.

For instance within the family everywhere

throughout the country is a rapidly developing in-

terest in what the family experience means to

each of its members and, of

course, particularly what it

means to the child.

The school is certainly very

definitely asking what this ex-

perience means to the child. The]

teacher's interest in living rather

than academic subjects shows

this shift from a curriculum-cen-

tered to a child-centered school..

(Continued on page 390)
1



"Hobgoblins, elves and gruesome things

Now may be passing by.

The gypsy witch is out tonight

So pause, take heed, draw nigh."

HALLOWEEN
rolls round once more and it is

necessary to rack one's brains for ideas for

a party, because, of course, there will have

to be at least one, perhaps two or three, to include

everyone.

Each year it's the same: Hallowe'en a party,
not only because this holiday lends itself to par-

ties, but because it keeps the "young-uns" out of

|

mischief. Still it is difficult after a while to find

new ideas, since the traditions of Hallowe'en can-

not be escaped. Streamlined Twentieth Century
i ghosts? Red and blue decorations? Impossible!
'There must be the same old ghosts, the same
hooked-nose witch astride her broom, and the

same old pumpkins and bats and orange and black

decorations! But they must be presented from a
new angle. A carnival for everyone, young and

old, might do it. We'll try it !

General Plan

The Hallowe'en party is to be a carnival in an
! institution, recreation center or on a playground.
i Everyone, young and old, is to come and partici-

pate in a number of different activities running

simultaneously in booths. To avoid congestion
and add to the fun each guest will be given a

"roll of bills" (play money) which will admit
him to the concessions. One special bill can be

exchanged for refreshments. If you feel more

ambitious, a program of songs and skits and other

Hallowe'en "doings" may be given either before
the carnival booths are open or after they are

closed.

Invitations

Publicize the party in order to let all in the

neighborhood, or parents or friends of center

members, know about it before they make other

plans. Posters and mimeographed or "hekto-

graphed" announcements and spooky invitations

made in the craft classes will carry the message.

Decorations

To suggest decorations in detail is to steal half

the fun of being on the decorating committee.

Using the traditional Hallowe'en "tokens" any
number of different effects may be had through

stressing any one token or symbol or through dif-

ferent arrangements. Decorations may be elabo-

rate, or they may be simple and still be effective.

Here, to remind you, are a few of the things you
can use: witches and the owls, cats, bats, broom-
sticks and caldrons associated with them; pump-
kins (of cardboard boxes or real ones,) ghosts, spi-

ders, skulls, skeleton, bones, chains and any other

spooky objects you can find.

For the carnival booths make attractive posters

and have a costumed spieler to draw the crowd.

Decorate the stalls or rooms used for booths, and

make signs for each with the name of the game
or activity and the price of admission. Booths

may be made of cartons, screens or a light wood
frame covered with paper or burlap.

Money

Mimeograph quantities of money on paper of

different colors. Quite a number of "bills" can be

drawn on one sheet of paper for they need only

be about 2^2 x 4.14 inches. Each person should

be given enough money so that he can participate

in every activity if he so wishes. Each bill may be

marked a different value and each game charged
one of those values

; each piece may be labelled as

a pass to a certain game, or the money be used

in any way the owner desires. (He may spend it

all on two or three activities.) One special piece

at least must be set aside for refreshments lest a

few hungry ones "buy out" the booth. Slips of

paper may have the money value crayoned on if

a mimeograph is not handy. Let the sums be

large $10, $20 and $50 at least. Let everyone
feel rich for this one occasion !
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The Carnival Booths

The Chamber of Horrors. No Hallowe'en party

would be complete without some creepy activity.

The Chamber of Horrors will provide that. Its

exact nature depends somewhat on available fa-

cilities. A separate room, dark, or darkened with

paper bats hung from the ceiling, strips of paper

blown by a fan, soft objects on the floor to step

on and spooky sounds of chains and groans and

screams give the desired effect. There may be a

dimly lighted corpse and two yellow eyes gleam-

ing in a corner. When a group has gathered, seat

everyone and pass around in the dark the parts of

the late Mr , telling a slightly gruesome

story all the while about his sad fate. Grapes

may be used for his eyes, a moist sponge for his

brain, beans for his teeth, dried peaches for his

ears, fur or a doll's wig for his hair, empty spools

for his vertebrae, boiled macaroni for

his windpipe and an old glove full of

moist sand for his hand.

The Witch's Museum. In the mu-

seum are stands on which appropri-

ately labelled objects are laid. Here

are a few possibilities : Famous ghosts

(pictures of famous people who have

died) ; witch's charms (rabbit's foot,

wish bone, penny, four-leaf clover and

horseshoe) ; bones (a pair of dice) ;

witch's affinity (cat) ; witch's cooking
utensil (caldron), and witch's means of transpor-

tation (broom).

Black Magic. This booth is presided over by

anyone who can do a few magic tricks. Dressed

as a witch, he or she casts spells and mutters

"abacadabras" while performing. Many people,

young and old, know one or more magic tricks;

these can be pooled and one person perform them.

From time to time the ten cent stores have sim-

ple books on tricks and the library will provide

more. This type of booth ought to be a room with

chairs, but a closed off corner of a room and paper
mats on the floor will suffice. Everyone should be

able to see.

Fortune Telling. A black cat, a ghost, or a witch

may tell the fortunes in any one of several ways.
A large mirror may be set up in a darkened booth.

The "victim" closes his or her eyes, opens them

when told to and sees the image of his or her true

love in the mirror. Two "images," one dressed as

a dilapidated tramp, the other as a prim old maid,

hide in a corner and step out and look over the

shoulder of the "victim" at the right moment, the

old maid looking over the shoulder of a man, the

tramp over the shoulder of a girl.

The fortunes may be told by cards or be read

from symbols inked on pumpkin seeds selected by

the "victim" who reaches into the pumpkin and

picks out several at random. The meaning of each

symbol is written out in advance for the fortune

teller.

The Witch's Caldron. This is but a dressed-up
version of "Fish Pond." Each person "fishes"

into the witch's caldron and keeps what he catches.

This may be a stick of candy or a cheap novelty

present. Each person should have one ticket

marked "witch's caldron" so that one person does

not "fish" the caldron dry.

The Ghost Walk

Dancing might be included on

program. It may be carried on ii

roped-off section of the auditorium

gymnasium with the booths about the

walls, or it may be held in another

room. Of course there should

charge in the make-believe bills.

Ghost Stories

If you have some one who can tell a

good ghost story, set up a booth and

announce the "Most Ghostly of Ghost
j

Stories of All Times." This story should not last

over five minutes, and a group should be gathered
and the doors closed during the story.

Games of Skill

For those desiring more active participation,

have a number of skill game booths appropriately

labelled. These games may well be the usual pro-

gressive game type of activity dressed up to fit

the theme. Here are a few games which take little

space and are challenging. Prizes may. or may not

be given, but a "fee" is charged as at the other

booths.

1. Bobbing for Apples or Apples on a String.:

These are so traditional they need no explanation.

Do not omit them.

2. Pin the Tail on the Cat. (For children). Blind-

fold the children, let them attempt to pin a tail on

a tailless cat hung on a wall.

(Continued on page 391) \,



ime to Kill

IHOMAS BROOKS, shoe work-

er, is home from the factory

at half past four in the

By JULIAN L. GREIFER
Bmghamton, New York

..afternoon. Since the factory went on a forty-

hour-week schedule, he has three additional hours

[free daily. He is not tired but feels dull from the

grind of the machine. Its noise still hums in his

ears. He feels restless after being tied to his

'work bench for eight hours. He lolls about the

ihouse; finds little to do; scolds the children be-

'cause he is irritated. He picks up the newspaper,
reads the comics, glances through the sport page,

scans the headlines, and looks at the movie ad-

[vertisements. He finds, with regret, that he has

jalready seen one picture Sunday night and will

not be able to go again until pay day, Friday.

Well, he will see the boys at the back room at

iGinty's saloon later in the evening. Perhaps, he

(will be luckier than he was last night. He argues

jwith
his wife for not having supper ready sooner

and spanks Thomas, Jr., for annoying his sister.

Thomas Brooks is one of the 199 workers out

(of a total of 782 who wrote, "I hang around the

Ihouse doing nothing," in describing, for a local

{questionnaire, the manner in which he spends his

[free time. One-third of the total number of free

(hours of these workers, an average of 13^ hours

a week, was spent in this absorbing manner. The

(questionnaire was distributed among 3,500 work-

ers in Binghamton, New York, and vicinity dur-

png March, 1935. It attempted to discover how
tfree hours were alloted in a single week to various

activities and what the worker would prefer to

do if he had more time and more income. This

study was undertaken because it became increas-

ingly evident that with the introduction of the

shorter week in most of our Binghamton factor-

ies, the workers possess far more hours of free-

dom than they spend in toil. This survey, among
Dther things, brought to our attention forcefully

ithe fact that one-third of the workers examined,
!and to some extent the rest of the

group, are killing time, a murder that

seldom goes unpunished. Festering in

;

idleness eventually prepares the back-

ground for broken homes, delinquency
md neuroses.

This "windfall" of new hours may

increasingly, and "doing noth-

ing" in saloons and on street

corners. Ill-spent leisure may
mean an increase in crime. When many of the

textile mills in the south reduced their working
week to 44 hours, it was noted that the rate of de-

linquency in those localities trebled. Leisure pro-

perly utilized gives the worker physical and emo-

tional relaxation. He is likely to become more
cheerful and cooperative on the job, to lead a more

normal family life, and to hold more steadily to his

employment. The new leisure that has fallen in the

lap ot 60% of our population should be of con-

cern to the industrialist and should bring to the

social worker the realization that it may become

a disturbing factor in social relations. The church

and the school should become cognizant of a re-

sponsibility they have been neglecting. It is a

challenge that no community dare ignore.

Promise, Danger and Challenge Are Involved !

Many social workers, school people, sociologists,

and psychologists have realized the promise, the

danger and the challenge implied in this gift of

the machine, the abundance of free time. They
have played their spotlight on the many phases of

this problem and its implications. "Our Grow-

ing Leisure," "Leisure in the Modern World,"
"The Bright and Perilous Face of Leisure," "The

New Leisure Challenges the Schools," "The

Threat of Leisure," "The Menace of Leisure" are

the titles of some of the contributions to the vast

literature that has grown around the subject. So

much has been written that voices of skeptics are

now being heard "pooh poohing" all this excite-

ment as so much ado about very little. It is point-

ed out by some authorities that workers are still

so poorly paid that it is out of the question for

them to indulge in recreation. Some of the re-

sponses received through the questionnaire touch

on this problem: "I support three people. My

v je spent "in doing nothing at home"

It is an encouraging sign that increasingly study

is being given to the leisure time needs and de-

sires of individuals. This report on the desires

of practically 8OO workers is a significant one.
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husband has had no work for

two years. I have no time for

fun." "I'm too tired when I get

through with my work to think

of anything." "Give the worker

less to worry about and he will

take care of his own leisure."

"I like to work around a house

but I can't afford one."

Nor is the worker barred

from the enjoyment of his leisure only because of

his meager income ; his problem is more than the

lack of money. It is a whole complex of limita-

tions that enslaves him. Not only does the

wretchedness of his environment, his cultural and

educational shortcomings confine him, but he has

also been victimized by a set of values left him as

a heritage by an age of scarcity. He has been

inoculated with the doctrine that work is sacred,

while leisure is sinful idleness. From his school

days, he has been tied to a life of pure utility,

ignoring its play and its decorative periphery. As

John Dewey describes it: "We say that all men

are free and then provide them with the mechani-

cal training and life that enslaves them." It is

therefore not surprising that he finds himself not

only without means, but ill-prepared, helpless, and

bewildered in the face of an increase in unem-

ployed time.

Poverty and unemployment comprise a problem

apart and should be of grave concern to the econo-

mist and every socially minded citizen. But we

must realize that the great majority of people at

work today (84% of our total working popula-

tion) have had their working hours considerably

reduced. The working class is slowly emerging
as a leisure class. In communities like Bingham-

ton, where unemployment has not been as severe

as elsewhere, where the increase of free time

after working hours is constant, the problem of

the increase of the leisure time of the industrial

workers must be met. Good community plan-

ning, civic responsibility, and a socially minded

educational system demand it.

Knowledge Is Essential

In order to plan for a wholesome and socialized

use of free time by our wage earning population
it was necessary for us to know their present lei-

sure time habits, interests and desires, so that we

might devise an adequate program and build the

needed resources.

We invited shoe workers, pin rackers, furniture

Professor Paul Douglas of the Uni-

versity of Chicago found that

while during the thirty years prior

to 1914 only 7.8 hours were cut off

the average week, between 1914

and 1920 it decreased another five

hours. In recent years the 35-40

hour week has cut into working time

even more. Fifty hours of freedom

weekly is becoming the general rule.

movers, railroad men, opera-

tors in clothing factories, bakers,

and many other types of work-

ers to answer our questionnaire.

Of the 782 responding, 483 were

men and 299 were women and

the largest group (541) ranged

between the ages of 20 and 50.

The majority had not gone be-

yond the eighth grade educa-

cationally, as we anticipated.

Here is a picture of the ten highest ranking

activities, according to the number of hours spent

in each :

Avg. Weekly Number
.

Activity Hours Answering

Doing nothing at home 13!4

Care of home and grounds 10.3

Talking to people 8.8

Listening to dance music on radio . . 7.7

Reading newspapers 6.5 565

Motoring for pleasure 6.2

Visiting friends and relatives 5.0 207

Reading story magazines 4.5 211

Movies 4.6 388

Religious services 3.2 294

This table does not tell a very cheering story.

"Doing nothing" ranks high. A lot of talking to

people and visiting neighbors, relatives and friends,

which means more talking, is second in import-

ance. In the main, sitting-down pleasures are in-

dulged in : listening to dance music on the radio,

movies, motoring, magazine story reading (usually

of the so-called "pulp" variety : True Fiction,

True Love, True Detective or Amazing Fiction,

Amazing Love, Amazing Detective, etc.), news-

paper reading and -here recent studies reveal that I

such reading implies in order of time spent : comics

first, sports second, and scanning the headlines

third. Care of home and grounds, with 10.3

hours a week, appears to be the one creative ac-

tivity high on the scale, but upon analysis its high

promise must be deflated. Its large total should

be ascribed to the fact that women, who average

1 6. i hours a week in home care, used up most of

that time in clearing away the breakfast dishes

upon their return from the factory, preparing the

evening meal and doing the house chores. The

men seem to loll about the house getting in their

way while the women work. The men reported

5.0 hours "working around the home and grounds"

to the women's 16.1 hours. Both men and women
|

spend equal time listening to the radio and at the

movies, but while the women seem to do more

talking and visiting, the men sit around at the

beer garden or indulge in card playing to a much .
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greater extent. Church going interests women

'slightly more than men but as a whole it appears

'that less than 40% of the group attend weekly

'religious services.

There does not seem to be any physical activity

(that occupies much of their time, no evidence of

Icooperative recreation, no participation in cultural

or educational group activities. As a whole, their

occupations during leisure supply them with few

and limited outlets, some excitement but few re-

leases for suppressed energy, and little utilization

of the areas of personality that dry up in the

[factory atmosphere. Since production has been

[standardized, the use of the conveyor system has

become general and routine tasks specialized, emo-

|tional and nervous strain on the job has definitely

increased

What Does He Do?

The tired worker "escaping" from his toil in-

jdulges
in what relieves the tired business man, as

bur study and many other researches have dis-

closed. If he has a car, he sets out for nowhere

Hnd gets there, satisfied by the mere speed of mo-

Ition. At the movies he sees how the wealthy be-

nave, or how Hollywood thinks the wealthy be-

fiave. He thus gets his intimate touch with luxury.

He takes his pleasures sitting down, by injection,

at the fight ring, the football stadium, the bleach-

ers. The worker spends, it is estimated, 13% of

pis
income on tobacco, 11% on candy, 10% on

[novies, 8% on sport, 5% on drink, 3% on radio,

1/2% on reading.

Obviously when the time of work is shortened

Sy one-third, the worker will not dash madly to

libraries, schools, oratorios, art museums, or get

ost in the rapturous ado-

ation of nature. He will

pend his leisure as he has

;een the idle rich spend

heirs, but without" the

ther outlets the rich have

hat serve them as correc-

ives. These circus occu-

)ations during leisure

lours leave dissatisfaction

.nd frustration in their

vake, jangled nerves and

icavy heads the morning
i.fter. "What a sad
>eople Americans must

>e," remarked Maxim
}orky when he visited

"The attendant of automatic tools does not

live on the job; he exists against the time

when he can begin to live when he leaves the

shop. His task does not call for a fraction

of his full powers as a sentient being or mo-

nopolize his interest; he leaves it with the

gladness of a convict escaping prison. Psy-

chologists say that a large part of industrial

unrest is due to the inhibition which auto-

matic tools place upon the expression of per-

sonality through labor. . . . The fact is that

hours given to tending automatic machines

are given to buy leisure; and in that leisure the

operative lives. He lives in his sports, the mov-

ies, at the prize fights, at the saloon, as well

as the theater, the lecture, the library, in the

park and on the front porch of his inamora-

ta." Queen and Mann in Social Pathology.

turbulent Coney Island. In the opinion of Cyril

Burt, noted British psychologist. "The deliberate

swallowing of enjoyments resembles the deliberate

drinking of brandy or wine. Mental excitement,

like cocktails and cocaine, soon palls and leaves

behind a deeper boredom than the boredom it

was meant to kill. You need larger and stronger

doses to get an adequate kick."

What the Worker Needs

What the worker needs, after he is released

from the ties of the .machine is a safety valve that

will give expression to that part of his personality

that was suppressed during working hours, those

capacities that remained unused and rusted.

Human nature, as John Dewey has often repeated,

is determined by forces and energies that demand

certain normal outlets, otherwise conflict eventu-

ates. These unoccupied workers' hours could be-

come a tremendous regenerative and recreative

force in our society. The worker could be lifted

out of the position of drone or- robot into that of

a conscious, thinking citizen with a fully rounded

personality, keenly aware of his potentialities.

Leisure has certain recreative functions in life.

To permit the general functions to operate ef-

fectively, we need an increase in the worker's

income, the improvement of communal resources

and the education of the worker for their utiliza-

tion. The raising of the income level is in the lap

of the mighty forces now at play in America.

Community resources will be forthcoming when

the crying need of the worker is brought dra-

matically home to the forces in control in every

community. There is a pressing need, however,

for the accumulation of

more facts regarding
workers' leisure time bud-

gets, and a knowledge of

their interests and prefer-

ences, so that we can plan

more judiciously and sci-

entifically.

Their Preferences

In our Binghamton
study we afforded the

workers an opportunity to

express their wishes and

preferences, assuming they

had time and money. We
found that their prefer-
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ences do not deviate far

from what they are actually

doing now in their spare

hours. One hundred thirty-

three put motoring on top

of the list, movies and

watching games came third

and fourth, visiting and at-

tending musical shows took

ninth and tenth place re-

spectively. The other ac-

tivities they desired, within

the limit of the upper ten,

were participation in out-

door sports, such as hiking,

swimming and horseback

riding. In the minority

groupings, we found twenty-

seven who wanted to study,

nineteen to attend night

school; eighty-four wanted

more reading of books and

magazines; sixteen wanted

more lectures and debates;

thirteen wanted a class in

music appreciation, utilizing

the phonograph ;
fifteen

wanted arts and crafts.

Over 100 wrote in subjects

they preferred to discuss with

others. Their selected subjects

ranged from "doctoring" to car-

tooning, archery to girls. What

they want to talk about falls into

the expected categories : to know
more about their own jobs, to re-

train for some other occupation

and to acquire knowledge of general subjects.

Everything knowable is of interest to them. Shoe-

workers are curious about astronomy, a carpenter

wants to get acquainted with entomology, a printer

wants to know more about flowers, two laborers

want to learn "typistry." Interest is high in mat-

ters of current issue, politics and the various

aspects of the depression. As one worker put it,

"I want to find out how to acquire and keep a

living wage."

The Community's Responsibility

The great majority may desire to participate

more intensely in activities they are already en-

gaged in, but they also place high on the scale

their eagerness for outdoor activities. Play fields

Courtesy Chicago Park District

There is fortunately a growing
number of cities where working
men and women may go to cre-

ate and where they may, by
participation in activities they
themselves desire, become more
aware of their potentialities.

for baseball and tennis,

skating rinks for ice and

roller skates, swimming fa-

cilities, public dancing
places, if provided solely

for adults under public con-

trol and properly survised,

would go a long way to-

wards lessening the over-

indulgence in sitting-down

pleasures. The commercial

amusement merchants
would find it difficult to

compete with a variety of

absorbing activities offered

by the city, under pleasant

surroundings, without

charge. The recent vogue

of commercial play centers

where grown-ups play ping

pong, chess, checkers, view

freaks and try their hand at

gambling machines, is a sad

commentary on the short-

sightedness and the back-

wardness of our educational

leadership. Why are there

not more community cen-

ters offering such mild out-

lets for energy and pursuits that

are satisfying to a very great de-

gree? Why are so many public

school gyms kept closed at night?

It is the choice minority that

indicated its interest in discus-

sions, or who would like to take

part in dramatics, play in a band,

learn to write, to paint, to sing with a chorus.

They particularly stand in need of leadership.

There are in our community at the present time

many agencies that could provide leadership and

facilities for their use. The next step is the pre-

paration of a cross-section of all the programs

which these institutions offer and the setting up of

a clearing bureau to bring this new clientelle and

the service agency together.

Our study, while indicative of much that could

be done now, needs amplification, follow up, and

opens many avenues for further research. Its

findings must be brought to the attention of our

city fathers so as to galvanize them into action.

While we are waiting for the economist, sociolo-

(Continued on page 392)



Developing Clubs in Community Centers

SPEAKTNG of a community

center, I think of it as an

institution which is both

recreational and educational in

nature a center which pro-

vides an atmosphere where

people may find during their

leisure time relaxation and

joyous self-expression through

j participation in purposeful ac-

; tivities under the stimulating

i
and sympathetic guidance of

j

trained leaders. I think of it as a place where the

participants in such activities are provided an op-

portunity for the use and progressive develop-

ment of the abilities and skills they possess, are

stimulated to seek out and experiment in new

fields of activity, are assisted in satisfactory social

adjustments and aided toward the development

of community consciousness through mutual in-

terest, improvement and growth.

In a progressive community center of this type

iit is the club work program which offers us one

|of the best mediums for making our work educa-

tionally and socially valuable. It is a means of

developing proper attitudes and human conduct

which to a large extent are determined by group
activities.

Through club work we can create, by providing

good leadership, intelligent organization, a stimu-

Jlating and challenging program, that kind of an

environment which contributes to personality de-

velopment and social-mindedness. For just as the

community center, with its broad and varied pro-

gram determined by community interests and

needs, is a powerful force in perpetuating democ-

racy, so the club in the community center is edu-

cationally sound and a splendid training school

for democracy.
It is understood that when we speak of a club

;we are setting off one part of our field of activity,

that which provides small cohesive units or

groups within the larger unit which is the com-

munity center. These clubs are identified by hav-

ing regular meetings, officers, generally a consti-

tution and a set of records, and they usually de-

vote themselves to some specific interest. In many
instances this interest is nothing more than a de-

sire on the part of the individuals to belong to

By ALAN KRIM

Mr. Krim, who is the director of
the Peshine Community Center con-
ducted by the Newark, New Jersey,
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Teachers' Association and of the
New Jersey Recreation Teachers'

Association. He has used the club
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something which gives them a

sense of membership, partici-

pation and a feeling of ex-

clusiveness.

Experience has taught us

that the success of the club

within the community center

is to a large degree dependent

upon three factors leader-

ship, organization and pro-

gram.

Leadership
As with any successful venture, so with the

club group, the most important factor is leader-

ship. Leaders can be divided into three classes.

There is first of all the leader whose authority

rests on the position he occupies ; the type who is

always giving orders and forbidding anything and

everything because it does not meet with his ap-

proval or conform to the plans as laid out by him.

This type of leadership is undesirable and does

not lend itself to the formation of a self-disciplin-

ed, social-minded group. Such a leader occupies
the center of the stage instead of allowing the

membership the spotlight.

The second type of leader is the teacher or in-

structor type whose authority rests on his or her

knowledge of the activity in which the club is in-

terested. The program offered is based on the

interest of the individuals and from this interest

projects are developed. This type of leadership,

while necessary for a certain type of club where

group activity is motivated by a particular interest,

has elements of danger in that the activity too

often is the end instead of the means to an end.

The third type of leader is the counselling,

guiding, or companion kind of leader, whose au-

thority rests on his ability to establish himself with

the group and live with its members, gaining their

confidence. This type of leader develops a pro-

gram that is sociologically sound, one which grows
out of the situation in which the group finds itself.

This is the leader who is emotionally mature, ver-

satile, creative, resourceful, with an inquiring ex-

perimental point of view.

The chief cause for the disintegration of clubs

is lack of good leadership. It would be interesting

to know the number of clubs organized each year

349
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that die a natural death because of inadequate

leadership. With intelligent, emotionally matured

leadership, the program and details of organiza-

tion is readily evolved. Lacking good leadership,

no plan can be developed nor machinery set up

that will take the place of it.

Whether professional or volunteer leadership

is most effective has no bearing on the presenta-

tion of this article. I am taking it for granted

that our boys and girls as the citizens of tomorrow

are entitled to the finest quality of leadership that

is available, and no arbitrary rule can be laid

down. There are hundreds of volunteers serving

with the finest of professional pride in their work,

and paid workers who are functioning with a de-

votion that is out of all proportion to the amount

of compensation they are receiving. Leadership

must and should be recruited from both fields

and given a sense of dignity and worth of the

task that is undertaken.

I am not ready to say whether the ability to

lead is natural or acquired. I do believe, however,

that the best natural ability can be improved and

is made most effective with adequate techniques.

In too many instances leaders receive no help

whatever, no guidance or supervision, and practi-

cally lose all contact with the administration after

their assignment. Those who do make provision

for training usually concentrate too much on pro-

gram material and such matters as discipline and

organization, with too little emphasis on the new-

est development in the fields of modern psy-

chology and sociology.

It is a false assumption to say that little can be

expected from volunteer club leaders. Those of us

who have attempted to guide and direct such

leaders know with what enthusiasm they have re-

sponded. In fact, these volunteer club leaders look

upon this leadership training as an educational

opportunity. It is important to note that whether

the leadership is voluntary or paid, experienced or

inexperienced, expert supervision and intensive

training must be encouraged constantly. With

inspirational guidance from you, the trained com-

munity center director, these club leaders, through

frequent consultations, should acquire progressive

educational procedure and a realization that ac-

tivities in a club program are only a means to an

end.

As you keep yourself informed as to the new-

est development in the field of psychology and

sociology, so you should in turn inform those in

your charge. This is important, for it helps keep

your community center club program dynamic

and changing.

Among other considerations of leadership that

can be approached in a practical manner are the

following: Is the best type of leadership that

which has been developed within the community
center itself among young people who are familiar

with the neighborhood and with the homes and

cultural environment which the boys and girls

themselves represent, or is it preferable to enlist

college graduates and fairly successful young peo-

ple from entirely different walks of life to bring

to the boys and girls the contacts and cultural ad-

vantages which they may be presumed to possess?

The choice between these two types of leaders

should not be made in an arbitrary manner as both

types have a contribution to make. There are ad-

vantages that cannot be ignored in the plan to

bring older boys and girls from the community
center into positions of leadership. It provides an

incentive to the older boys and girls and is a

means of making the loyalty of this older group a

factor in building the permanent traditions

ideals of the center.

In order for club leadership to be effective it is

important that regular conferences or meetings

should be held. At these conferences the leaders

may talk over their mutual interests and the di-

rector has an opportunity to enlarge upon the

philosophy, principles and techniques of group

activities and of individual, boy and girl problems
an educational process that is going on regu-

larly and which is tied in very closely with the

administrative task of the community center di-

rector. It is also a good idea to have a dinner

meeting where you can "break bread," for this

creates a spirit of good will. Remember, leader-

ship is your strongest link and represents the

strength of your organization and club program.

Organization

While no arbitrary rules can be laid down for

the organization of groups or clubs, it is never-

theless important that spontaneity be preserved
and that groups as well as individuals be consid-

ered from the standpoint of their own interests

and desires. Occasionally we find an artificial

group cultivating common interests, providing the

age range is not too wide, the leadership is wise

and the environment stimulating and challenging.

We in Newark, however, have come to recognize
two distinct types of clubs.
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The first type is the group which is discovered

ifter it is already formed, in which some nat-

ural motivation had created the group conscious-

ness. Usually we find this group coming to us

ind asking for a place to meet. Their ideas on

~lub organization are vague but they do function

excellently under leadership.

In the second type we find the group that is

organized around a specific interest or activity.

|\ club of this nature may be initiated by posting

iotices on the bulletin board, or it is the result of

4 talk given at a special program, or of the casual

interest
of one or two boys. Handcraft, music,

dramatics, debating, fencing, scout troops and

bthers too numerous to mention fall under this

Category. In connection with this type of club it

is well to have application forms indicating the

interest on the part of the applicant. In this way
t is relatively easy to bring individuals of like

nterests together, thereby creating a more homo-

genous grouping. We have been using the fol-

owing form:

*

PESHINE COMMUNITY CENTER
INDIVIDUAL CLUB APPLICATION

ame of Applicant Age .

Hx>me Address

Business Address
Some Phone Business Phone
Name of Club Applicant Wishes to Join
rlave You Been a Member of Another Club ?

Reason for Leaving Other Organization
Name How Long Member ?

Names of Other Organizations Attended

Vhat Are Your Interests ?

low Long Have You Been Attending
This Center ?

REMARKS (not to be written in by the

i applicant)

These two types of clubs form

he major portion of your club

)rogram. However, there are any
lumber of combinations of these.

great many of your clubs may
>e the result of gangs formed be-

muse the boys are approximately
)f the same age, have common
nterests or live in the same block.

There are clubs organized
around a specific interest

or activity such as dancing

This is particularly true of school age boys and

girls. In this case the danger is that the loyalty to

the club, the smaller unit, is greater than it is to

the community center. In this situation it is the

task of good leadership to conserve all of the

values in loyalty to the small group without set-

ting up any conflict with the principles or ideals

of the larger unit of which the boy and group are

a part.

School age boys and girls as a rule want formal

organizations with officers, memberships, rules

and dues. These details should be developed as

the club functions, and modified as it grows.

However, in the matter of dues, rules have turned

out to be a necessary evil because of failure to

deposit the money with the proper person. The

boy or girl treasurer too often was permitted to

be the custodian of money and in too numerous
cases the money disappeared, leaving distaste for

club organization on the part of its membership.
This has been the cause of the disintegration of

many a club. If dues are to be collected, it is ad-

visable for the club treasurer to collect them and
at the close of each meeting to turn the amount
collected over to the community center director.

This procedure makes the director, who is a more
mature individual, the custodian.

In addition to receipting the treasurer's book,

the director should have a system of deposit and

withdrawal slips. The keeping of the financial ac-

count can be made as simple as the following,
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which. is not an original method. The treasurer

should keep the record.

RECORD BOOK
of the

..Club of

.Vamc
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nominating committ'ee to present a
list of candidates for election to

office for the following year ;
an

I

auditing committee to report on the
'

correctness of the treasurer's ac-

counts.

Section 2. The president shall

be empowered to appoint such

I

special committees as he deems
I needful at any time, or, on the
; majority vote of the members at

any meeting, he shall appoint com-
mittees as they direct.

ARTICLE VI
Amendment

These by-laws may be amended
iat any meeting by a two-thirds

ivote, a. quorum being present

ARTICLE VII

Parliamentary A uthority

Robert's Rules of Order shall be the parliamentary
authority on all matters not covered by the constitution
and by-laws of the club.

ARTICLE VIII

Suspension of By-Laws
These by-laws may be suspended in case of emergency

by unanimous vote of all those present at a meeting at

which a quorum is present.

Parliamentary Procedure. A good many clubs,

when first organized, are lacking in a knowledge
of parliamentary procedure. We have found it

worth while to mimeograph and distribute the fol-

lowing information :

PESHINE SCHOOL COMMUNITY CENTER
CLUB ACTIVITIES

Rules of Parliamentary Law

Organization A temporary chairman presides at the

opening meeting. He directs the election of officers.

Election of Officers. Temporary chairman says : "This
club is forming for the purpose of

We shall now elect officers. Nominations for president
are now in order."

Any member may rise and say, "Mr. Chairman, I

nominate John Doe for president."

This nomination may, or may not, be seconded.

Another member, "Mr. Chairman, I nominate Mary
Brown for president."

There may be other nominations. Finally a member
says : "Mr. Chairman, I move that the nominations be

closed." Chairman : "You have heard the motion. Those
in favor signify by saying 'Aye' ;

those opposed, 'No.'

The 'Ayes' have it. We will now proceed to ballot for

the office of president."

Chairman appoints assistants to distribute paper and

pencils. The names of candidates have been written on

[blackboard.
Each member votes for one candidate.

Chairman appoints two or more tellers to count votes.

This is done. The new president is announced and he
takes the chair. He gives a short speech of thanks and
then proceeds with the election of the other officers, fol-

lowing in the same manner as the chairman.

The Constitution

The president should now appoint a committee to draw
up a constitution for the club. The following points
should be covered :

1. Name of club
2. Object
3. Membership

"It is believed that club programs
ought to represent the true interests
of the members more fully than they
do; that they should have more worth-
while content, be built around spon-
taneous activity and

inquiry inter-

ests, and lead to some vital and im-
portant results in the lives of the
members. Obviously, such values can
be attained only if members partici-
pate actively by initiating projects and
carrying them through." S. R.Slav-
son in Creative Group Education.
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office,
4. Officers, their terms of

manner of election

5. Committees. Program commit-
tee Good and Welfare, etc.

6. Time and place of meetings
7. How constitution can be amended
By-laws should provide for the

following: (1) Number composing
a quorum; (2) Rights and duties
of members; (3) Disciplining of

members; (4) Fees and dues; (5)
Authority for settling disputes:
(6) Order of business.

Order of Business

The order in which different mat-
ters are brought before the club is

given this title, "Order of Busi-
The schedule might be as follows :

1. Roll Call
2. Reading of minutes of preceding meeting
3. Receipt of bills and communications
4. Report of standing committees
5. Report of special committees
6. Unfinished business
7. New business
8. Program (social)
9. Critics' report

10. Adjournment
Although it is not necessary for a club to adopt a

regular order of business, experience has proved that the
following of regular business procedure is a saver of time
and effort. The presiding officer may suggest that the
regular order of business be suspended, if there is any
good reason for so doing, and if nobody objects he may
make the desired change in order. If there is any objec-
tion he puts the matter to a vote for decision. The rea-
son for wanting to change order might be absence of
persons who are interested in certain business, or the
fact that few are present when an important matter is

due for discussion, or some similar reason.

Addressing the Club
The president directs the discipline of the meeting. No

one is permitted to speak without first addressing the
chair (the president) and being recognized. Thus, if a
member wishes to say anything, he must first stand and
then say, "Mr. President." Then he should wait until

'

the president recognizes his desire to speak, calling his

name, "Mr. Brown." The speaker then may proceed.
If he wishes to bring a matter before the club for its

consideration, he would say: "Mr. President, I move
that the club send a delegate to City Hall." This is

called "making a motion."
A motion must be seconded before it can be given con-

sideration. A member seconds a motion by standing and
saying, "I second the motion."

President : "It has been regularly moved and seconded
that so .and so said

" He now continues :

"Any remarks?" Members may now get up in turn, as

recognized by the president, and speak for, or against,
the motion. When the discussion is completed, the presi-
dent says: "Are you ready for the question?" (which
means, are you ready to vote on the motion?) The
president then repeats the motion, as follows : "It has
been regularly moved and seconded that

All in favor of the motion signify by saying Aye; those

opposed, Aro. The ayes (or the nays) have it."

Voting may be done by standing, by voice, or by ballot.

Report of a meeting is called the minutes. These must
be carefully written up.
Chairmen of all committees are expected to report

what their committees have done since the last meeting.
When the business of the meeting is over and it is time

to close, any member may say, "Mr. President, I move
that we adjourn." This must be seconded. The vote is

put to the club and the president announces the decision.
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The Inter-Club Council. In organizing the clubs

within a community center, we in Newark have

found it valuable to have an Inter-Club Council

composed of representatives from various clubs

in the center. In order for a new club to become

a member of the community center, it must sub-

mit an application form to the Inter-Club Council,

where it is turned over to the committee on mem-

bership. It is then the responsibility of this com-

mittee to study the purpose of the club and de-

termine after a four-week probationary period

whether the club is worthy of membership. The

final decision is arrived at in consultation with

the community center director and his staff. If

the decision is a favorable one, then the club is

given a charter. When once given a charter, the

club must wait three months before it can present

to the Council a request for the use of the audi-

torium or some other facility to promote an ac-

tivity for financial gain. This procedure has a

tendency to increase the feeling of responsibility

toward the community center and the other clubs

in it. Furthermore, it promotes a desire to com-

pare favorably in organization and program with

the rest of the clubs. The charter is good as long

as the objectives of this club as set forth in their

application for membership are being fulfilled.

Keep a watch for clubs which have outworn

their usefulness. In other words, when clubs

cease to function it is far better to see that they

voluntarily disband, or for the Council to ask

them to disband. A few dead or dying clubs are

very detrimental to the entire club program.

Admission of every club wishing to join is not

necessary. Particularly is this true where facilities

and leadership are inadequate. It is better to

admit a smaller number of clubs and do a con-

structive piece of work with them than take in

all and then spread leadership too thin for effec-

tive supervision.

The Inter-Club Council serves the important

function of integrating and articulating all the

unit clubs ; of establishing the feeling on the part

of these groups that they are a definite and in-

tegral part of the whole organization, the com-

munity center. This is most essential because the

tendency on the part of the small unit club is to

become so wrapped up in its own group that our

task is to keep their loyalty divided proportion-

ately. A good way of getting these small unit

clubs to maintain a loyalty toward the community
center is to permit the Council to participate in

the development of the program and have the In-

ter-Club Council conduct a great many affairs

where all clubs have an opportunity to partici-

pate. It is only through this democratic spirit that

all interests can best be served.

The Inter-Club Council can sponsor such activi-

ties as social dances, parties, father and son ban-

quets, mother and daughter banquets, an inter-

club banquet, all kinds of tournaments and club

rallies. The club rally offers one of the best

mediums for creating the spirit you desire.

Through the various club representatives each club

is responsible for its share in the evening's pro-

gram. In this way the spirit of cooperation

teaches each club to appreciate what the other

clubs have to contribute toward the success of the

center. At these club rallies awards are made and

inspirational talks given. The program is one ir

which both the administration and the club mem

bership participate. Often the clubs, through i

community center fund, purchase a radio anc

make their presentation at one of these club rallies

It is this Inter-Club Council which acts as tht

direct link between the clubs and the professiona

staff and thereby gives democratic representatioi

in developing the program.

The Program

Club procedure may be classified as follows

First clubs that function according to an adul

determined plan and program. Second clubs tha

receive a minimum of guidance and are fairly fre

to plan as they wish. Third interest groups tha

specialize in some one activity, as mentioned ii

the second type of club under Organisation. Ther

is a fourth classification clubs encouraged t

build on original lines, which are receiving th

kind of guidance that leads to creative grou

effort.

There is no question that there are values in a

of these groups. However, the fourth type mer

tioned is undoubtedly the progressive education;

procedure and the one which contains greate

value for the participants. In a club of this kin

the program is experimental and suited to the ii

terests and abilities of the membership. The

major interest at any particular time is given fu

consideration. Progress is made by guidance an

upon the foundation of the individual desire

rather than by the imposition of arbitrary ain

that have to be achieved in specific ways.
Club programs should be essentially eduo;

tional. By this is not meant education in terms (i

formal discipline. We have, through the use {.
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recreational activities, far greater opportunities

than those who are dealing with the formal pro-

tresses of education, to put into operation the prin-

iples of progressive education. Individuals in a

t
;lub learn by doing. Programs, of necessity, are

argely made up of activities. Rarely is there ab-

Itract material of any sort. In club work the

membership is permitted to assume real respon-

sibility and to function vitally, thereby develop-

ing good group standards.

There is, however, serious danger in haphazard

jrogramming. This is often the reason for so

,nany clubs disintegrating. A program committee

vhich sits in with the leader and plans an elastic

orogram is one of the best safeguards against dis-

integration. Plan a weekly highlight for three or

iix months ahead, or as far in advance as you

Ivish. Here are some highlights we have found

uccessful :

December 1 Business meeting
8 Checker tournament

"
15 Christmas party preparation

" 22 Christmas party
"

29 Inter-club debate

January 5 Business meeting
"

12 Camelot tournament
"

19 Forum
"

26 Inter-club indoor track meet

February 2 Business meeting
9 Interclub debate

"
11 Trip to industrial plant

"
16 Forum

"
23 Washington Birthday program

March 2 Business meeting
"

9 Forum
"

16 Dress rehearsal of play
"

23 Dramatic production
"

26 Hike
"

30 April Fool party

April 6 Business meeting
8 Trip to industrial plant
13 Oratorical contest (Intra-club)

"
20 Forum

"
23 Hike

"
27 Oratorical contest (Inter-club)

May 4 Business meeting
6 Trip to industrial plant

11 Intra-club debate
12 Track and field meet
18 Forum
21 Hike

"
25 Inter-club debate

June 1 Business meeting
3 Trip to industrial plant

"
8 Pit tournament

"
11 Hike
15 Forum
16 Baseball field day
22 Badge award
23 Paddle tennis tournament
29 Annual meeting

Swimming at the YMCA and Morris Avenue pools

Put the planning and arranging of these events

in the hands of the committee. Make them feel

the program is their responsibility.

Every effective means of arousing interest

should be brought into the picture. Competition
looms large in the interest of all boys both com-

petition within the club and competition by the

club or its representatives with other clubs. Some-

times this is organized around single events, or in

brief tournaments or a series of competitions in

which scores are kept throughout an entire sea-

son, and in a great variety of activities. There is,

however, the ever-present danger that the compet-
itive motive will set up false standards and make

winning the goal. This must be guarded against.

Another great danger is monotony as a result of

a routinized program where lack of imagination

allows an activity, because it has proven interest-

ing or is still interesting to part of the member-

ship, to become "stale" with a large number of

boys. If this is the case and the leader senses dis-

integration, it is wiser to disband the club on the

leader's own initiative before it dies from stagna-

tion. In this way you still have the opportunity

of taking a few interested members and using

them as a nucleus for a new club or combining

them with some other club. Once a club disin-

tegrates the possibility of this membership re-

maining "club conscious" is slight.

Although we mention clubs centering around a

specific interest as one of the principal type clubs,

nevertheless it is far more desirable to guide

young people into groups with a well-rounded

program. The reason for this is that most special

activity groups are conducted without regard to

the needs of other clubs in the community center

or to the degree of development of their partici-

pants. Boys and girls are permitted to spend all

their free time in a pottery class or gymnasium.

Their interests remain limited and they miss all

of the social values of group experiences.

Life does not consist of any one activity dlone ;

special activities are essential. In fact, it is hard

to imagine a community center without them, but

they must not be permitted to assume a dispropor-

tionate place in our work and they must be con-

ducted with regard to the needs of the individuals

involved and related to club plans. Only in such

an arrangement can they serve to enlarge the field

for individual expression and provide additional

opportunities for achievement.

Leaders, in order to be successful, must be re-

sourceful. Here is a list of activities which may
(Continued on page 392)



Here >omes the Play Lady!

SURF.

K .VOUCH, straight through

the swinging doors into the

ward comes a pink uni-

formed lady, with her big green

cart loaded with toys. "Here

comes the play lady !" Wei-
.

coming words!

From bed to bed goes the

cart. A few words pass be-

tween play lady and child.

A toy, a game, a puzzle, or

perhaps a box of paints or

a mat to weave something

is chosen from the cart and

the child gets busy. The

play lady moves on to a

crying baby. She holds up

a string of bright wooden

beads. The baby eyes the

beads and forgets to cry.

He reaches for them, and

a sudden quiet comes over the

ward.

The cart goes on to a child

lying flat on her back on a frame. What can this

child do ? Only her hands are free, and time drags
on. There is much she can do read stories, look

at pictures, cut. out designs, color, play with clay

or with a doll that has a wardrobe which can be

changed. The girl knows the play lad)'. She looks

forward to her visit.

Every month the play lady has a project. This

month it. happens to be Hawaii. The handwork
that is available will include making leis, coloring

designs on cloth, and dressing dolls in Hawaiian

fashion. There will be pictures and stories about

Hawaii, and possibly a few Hawaiian records on

the victrola. Thus, project material is on hand,

but it is not necessary for a child to confine his

work to.it. If someone wants to make a book
about animals he is free to do so. The play lady
makes an effort to supply the

necessary equipment to follow

through with the original idea.

The morning program is of a

manual ,nature when fundamen-

tal skills are practiced in sim-

ple handwork requiring the use

of tools, and following direc-
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By FELICE PIATKOWSKI

Special Education Instructor

University Hospital

Ann Arbor, Michigan

And here comes the cart always
a welcome announcement of a

visit to the wards by the play lady!

tions. The afternoon program is

more recreational. Games are

played. There are rhythms on

the drums and victrola. Puppets

perform. A movable library
makes a tour. Stories are

read over the amplifier.

Specimens from nature are

exhibited and talked about.

Just recently a baby lamb

made a visit to each child

in bed. It was a bottle-fed

lamb, nursed by eager hanc

The job of being a

lady is a vital one. Its

purpose is to make contact

with the child, to find the

child's interests, and to sup-

ply the materials needed to

see the interests grow. The

child is b r o u g h t into a

strange hospital environment,

away from the folks he knows.

He must adapt himself to new

people, new ways of doing things, and some-

times there are difficulties. When the play lady

comes there is something to do, something to

think about. That helps.

If a child is well enough to go out of doors he

is sent up to the roof. He may be in bed, in a

wheel-chair, or walking about on crutches. On the

roof in the summer time he stays outside. In the

winter there is a short fresh air period before he

.is taken into the playroom for a program similar

to the one on the wards. However, on the roof

there is much more group work, singing, band

playing, and games.

So "here comes the play lady !"

In the April issue of RECREATION

appeared an article telling of the

work of the Special Education De-

partment of the University of Mich-

igan Hospital which aroused much
interest. We offer a further word
about this service to handicapped
children, so rich in human values.

The Association takes this opportunity to call

attention to the bulletin service for workers in in-

stitutions which it issues each

month with the exception of

August. The bulletins, which

may be secured for $1.00 per

year, contain suggestions for

games, social recreation, music,

drama and activities of various

kinds.



Clubbing" in Rochester Schools

IF

YOU SHOULD sit in a Roch-

ester, New York, elemen-

tary school for one week,

vou would discover that there

are two days when you would

sec more than the normal de-

sire for the pupils to want to

hurry the hands of the clock

toward the close of school !

These days are known as

"club days," and they are, in

reality, good fun days.

Club days come once a

week for boys and once for

girls. The clubs for the boys
ind girls are conducted in exactly the same man-
icr. The only difference is in the sex of the leader

'and the possible addition of giggling in the girls'

Hfibs !

The history of the clubs as a government pro-

jject
is a recent one. In January 1936, the Na-

tional Youth Administration allotted money to be

(used as the district administrator saw fit. After

onsultation with Rochester educators it was de-

eded to reopen the girls' and boys' clubs in the

elementary schools. These clubs had been or-

ganized in 1913 by Herman Norton, Director of

By RONALD GEORGE BARRES
Senior Recreational Leader

"During the school term these clubs

supplement the work of the classroom
in attempting to teach the child the

fundamentals of sportsmanship, group
discipline and parliamentary proce-
dure through a program of recreation,

thereby making the retention of these

principles thorough because the learn-

ing of them has been so enjoyable."
Charles A, Leonard, Sr., NYA

Supervisor of After School Recrea-

tion, Board of Education, Rochester.

carefully chosen for positions

of leaders. About three weeks

were devoted to lectures and

practical demonstrations. Child

psychology, game techniques,

parliamentary procedure, pro-

gram planning, first aid and

subjects of like nature were

taught. This training was con-

tinued for many months even

after the leaders were direct-

ing clubs.

Armed with this knowledge,
leaders began their work in

Physical Education for Rochester schools. They

pntinued under the leadership of college men
until 1932, when a drastic cut in the Board of

Education budget brought about their elimination.

Young men and women
bf leadership ability were

the Rochester schools. Two
types of clubs were designated junior and sen-

ior. Pupils in the fifth and sixth grade were in

the junior group; seventh and eighth grade pupils

comprised the senior club. The first term was so

successful that the next semester found almost

every principal in Rochester clamoring for club

leaders. The popularity of these clubs with the

pupils and the many benefits obvious to the edu-

cators have combined to make these clubs once

more a feature in Rochester education. Charles

A. Leonard was appointed supervisor of the rec-

reation clubs, with Leonard Gordon and Anthony

Chiaffry as district supervisors. It is due largely

to their efforts that the clubs are functioning so

well.

The Procedure

A leader is appointed to

There is action aplenty in this circle relay
a sch o1

'
and before he sees

one of the events of girls' field day program!

357



Courtesy WPA Georgia

358

the group he is to work

with he confers with the

principal, who gives him

a list of the pupils whose

marks entitle them to at-

tend the club, together

with a long waiting list

of potential members.

Only forty children may
attend the club. The-

principal tells the leader

the types of homes the

children come from and

other facts which will

give the leader knowl-

edge of the mental and

environmental influences

surrounding his group.

At the close of school

the principal introduces

the leader to his group. At this first meeting the

leader proceeds to explain the aims of the club,

the business meeting, the activities to be enjoyed

during the term, such as the games, educational

tours and parties, and the duties of the officers

they are to elect the president, vice-president,

secretary and captains. Then come the questions,

so rapidly as to swamp the leader. The question

of dues is sure to arise. The leader assures them

no money for any purpose will be collected. This

causes many a sign of relief if the school is in a

poor section. The pupils then proceed to elect

their officers, and when this is over it is usually

time to go home.

At the next meeting the club is generally in full

swing, and the captains will have chosen their

teams. The president opens the meeting, the sec-

retary calls the roll and records the minutes, while

the vice-president sits in the front of the room
and appears important! The captains sit in the

front seats, while each team tries its best to main-

tain the strictest order, for points are given each

man on the best behaved team.

At the conclusion of the meet-

ing the group proceeds to the

gymnasium and lines up in team

order. Here the captains have

full authority and may eject from
a game any unruly member. The
leader announces the first game
to be played, and the program is

under way. Two types of games
are played competitive and rec-

" CLUBBING" IN ROCHESTER SCHOOLS

For the boys of the Rochester school ck

the activities are many and varied in

reational. At the conclusion of the session the

leader announces the number of points each

team has gained from the day's competitive

play, and the secretary records it neatly in his

notebook.
I

"It is extremely gratifying, espe-

cially in indigent neighborhoods,
to see how these after school

clubs combat mischievous ten-

dencies among boys. This may
well be classed as delinquency

prevention." . Leonard Gor-
don, NYA District Supervisor,
Board of Education, Rochester.

That is the usual winter program for both

boys and girls. During spring and fall the clubs

go outside and play. Sometimes the leader

takes his group on an educational tour. Before

holidays parties are given in the majority of

clubs.

Before the end of the summer term, both boys'

and girls' clubs have made preparations for their

field days, held on different Saturdays. The con- i

tests for the girls are of a game type, while the

boys engage in track and field events. There is

always an excellent attendance, and it takes many

hours to pick the winning school. The individual

winners receive certificates for

their efforts, while the school

with the largest number of points

is declared the winner.

At the conclusion of the term

the number of points of each

team is added, and each member

on the winning team is given A

large handsome certificate.
,



Ihe Square Dance

A Social Recreation Aid

OF us who are particularly interested in

social recreation are constantly on the look-

out for new material with which to work. The

tquare dance, though by no means a new activity,

s being revived everywhere.
Unless a dance is sociable it cannot live long,

ind unless it can promote the spirit of play it

tvill soon weary its devotees. It is just here

[hat dances requiring eight or more people as

|he
unit for their performance make their ap-

Deal. More persons are thrown together, the

ppirit of grown-up play is irresistible, and there

|s
a wider scope and a stronger demand for

skill. Many people who have danced both
'round" and square dances say that there is

more fun in one square dance than there is in

an evening of round or ballroom dancing.
In the dance descriptions given in this article

*:he reader may find an arrangement of move-
hients which he knows under another name,

pr
he may find a familiar name of a movement

which is described and executed differently.
Dance names and their movements vary with
localities. This is as true in America as it is

n Europe. One reason for this is that people,

moving from one section of a country to an-

other, change the original form of a dance to

suit their particular needs. The dances pre-
sented here offer examples of this change in

original form. They are partly related to the

old-time "Lancers," characterized by dignified

promenading and well-timed movements, but

the chief characteristics of these dances are the

vigorous swinging and informal movements.

The Caller

The figure caller should

have a well-rounded knowl-

edge of music and dance

construction. In most cases

it will be necessary for the

teacher to do the calling.

Mr. Harrison states that he is deeply
indebted to Miss Elizabeth Reariclc,

head of the Women's Physical Education

Department, University of Pittsburgh,

and to "Doc" Reed, "caller" of old time

square dances, for their assistance.

By G. HARRY HARRISON, JR., B.S.

University of Pittsburgh

Square dances are fast coming to be

among the most important of pres-

ent-day social recreational activities

He should have a clear voice, pitched properly
for the acoustics of the room, which will en-

able him to complete the call just before the

strain of music begins to which the movement

belongs. A good caller, if instructing a class, will

see to it that the more experienced dancers are

placed as the head, or lead, couples, and others

as side couples, so that the less experienced
dancers will have an opportunity to observe. the

movements of the head couple before they are

called upon to execute the same movements. The

caller should stand near the orchestra in order to

regulate the time of the music. The ability, ex-

perience and courtesy of the caller are vital fac-

tors in the control of the dance.

Formation and Starting Position

The square dance, as its name implies, is

danced in the form of a square. Four couples

compose one square or set. The first couple

stands with backs to the orchestra. All gentle-

men stand to the left of their partners. The

second couple stands to the right of the first

couple and faces the fourth couple directly

across the set. The third couple faces the first

couple and is termed the

"foot" couple. It is important,

for each couple to remember

its position in the set as the

calls follow in a very definite

order and directions are

based on the position.
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360 THE SQUARE DANCE A SOCIAL RECREATION AID

Starting Position

NOTE : A number of diagrams are used.

In all of them the circle represents lady;

the square, gentleman.

"Corner Left, Partner Right, Grand

Change Eight"

O D
2 D O
*o a

a o
3

This call occurs more than any

other in these dances. Most people

know it as "Allemande Left." It is the movement

made when each gentleman turns to the lady on

his left, who also faces, and gives her his left

hand. They turn once around counter clockwise

and face their own partners. Each gentleman

gives his partner his right hand and drops the

hand of the lady on the left, known as "corner

lady." Grand right and left begins at this point.

This is a movement in which a circle of gentle-

men move in a counter clockwise direction weav-

ing in and out, while a circle of ladies move in a

clockwise direction, also weaving in and out. As

this process of weaving in and out proceeds, a

dancer's right hand is passed to his partner, his

left to the next dancer, right to the next, and so

on around the circle until all are back in their

original positions. The caller waits one or two

measures of music for a set who may be tardy,

then starts to call the figures for the main part of

the dance.

Appropriate Music

Much can be said about the proper music for

these dances. The tempo of the music should be

kept lively at about 120 metronome. The 2-4 and
6-8 rhythms seem to be the best. Some of the

songs which carry these rhythms are : "Red River

Valley," "Red Wing," "They Cut Down the Old

Pine Tree/' "Golden Slippers," and "Sailing,

Sailing." They can be found in many of the Cow-

boy Song Books and Old Time Melodies.

"Swing Andy Gump"
Music, 2-4 tempo

The Calls

"Jump in the air and come right down, swing
your honey 'round and 'round."

All jump up in the air, and when they come
down each takes his own partner in the social

dance position and turns around in place twice.

"Corner left, partner right, grand change eight the

whole way 'round."

Gentlemen turns the lady on his left with the

left hand, continues back to his part-

ner with the right hand and grand

right and left as previously described.

''First lady out to the rigJit and su>ing

Andy Gump."

First lady leaves her place, goes to

the second gentleman and swings him

around twice, using the social dance

position.

"Nozu that man with the great big hump."
First lady repeats the above swing with

third gentleman.

"Now the one ivith the turned up toes."

First lady swings the fourth gentleman
above.

"Noiv swing your own with the great big nose

First lady returns to her original position

everyone swings his own partner.

"Corner left, partner right, grand change eig

the whole way 'round."

This has been described.

trt-

ces

How to Swing Your Partner

There are several ways of swinging your part

ner. Here are two popular methods.

The social dance position swing. Gentleman face

partner, holding her right hand in his left, with

his right arm around her waist. His partner's left

hand is resting on his shoulder. Turn around

twice in the clockwise direction with four steps to

each turn.

The buzz step turn. Dancers take ordinary dance

position, but stand right shoulders together with

outside edges of right feet together. In this posi-

tion they swing around in place without moving
the right foot, which is used to pivot. The left

foot is placed forward and the accent occurs on :

the right foot. This is a very vigorous swing.

"Single File, Indian Style"

Music "Red Wing" 2-4 tempo

"First couple out to the right and circle four."

Head couple walks over to station number two,

join hands and walk once around to the left.

"Open up and take two more."

Head gentleman releases hands with second

lady, and admits the third couple to the circle

while continuing to circle to the left.

"Hurry up and don't be late, open up and run

arvay eight."

Head gentleman releases hands with the third

lady and admits fourth couple.
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low we'll walk the Indian style."

ill drop hands from circle, left face, and place

ids on the shoulders of the person in front.

|Men place hands over their mouths and imitate

,

Indian war cry, walking clockwise.

low we'll ^ving once in a while"

Lach lady turns, faces gentleman behind, and

swings with him twice around.

''Now 1 we'll walk the Indian style."

Lady drops in line behind the gentleman and

walks around half.

y'Now siring once in a while."

Lady again turns and swings with the gentle-

man behind.

y'Now walk the Indian style."

Lady drops in line behind the gentleman. All

walk half way around again.

"Xozv we'll siring the squaw."

Lady swings with the gentleman behind.

r'Nozv we'll walk the Indian style."

Ladies drop in behind gentlemen and walk half

way around.

KEverybody swing his Minnie 'Ha' 'Ha' 'Ha'

'Ha'."

Having swung with all of the gentlemen in the

set with these calls, each lady swings with her own
I partner.

''"Corner left, partner right, grand change eight

the whole way 'round."

See description of this figure previously given.

(Repeat all three more times. Second couple,

third couple and fourth couple out to the right and

circle four, etc.)

"Cast Off Six"

Music, 2-4 tempo

nip in the air and come right down, and swing
our honey round and round."

ee description of this figure in "Andy Gump."
"Corner left and partner right, grand change eight

the whole way 'round."

See description of this call in "Andy Gump."
"Head couple 'round the outside set."

Head couple join inside hands and walk around

the outside of the set to the right, and back to

place.

"Swing in the center like old St. Nic'."

When head couple reach home again, they

swing around in place. All others in the set re-

main inactive.

"Down through the center and cast off six."

Head couple walk through the set between the

gentleman and lady of the third couple. The gen-

tleman passes to the left and back to place, lady to

right. See diagram.

"Swing in the center as you did before."
Head couple swing twice around. Others re-

main inactive.

"Down through the center and cast off four."
Head couple walk forward through the set as

above, except in this figure the gentleman walks

between the fourth man and third lady back to

place, while the head lady walks to the right be-

tween the second lady and third gentleman and

back home. See diagram.

"Swing in the center, and cast off two."

Head couple swing at home when they meet,

then walk forward and divide again, the head

gentleman walking to the left between the mem-
bers of the fourth couple, while the head lady
walks to the right between the members of the

second couple, and on home. .See diagram.
"And all the rest know what to do."

Everybody swings his own partner.

"Corner left, partner right, grand change eight

the zvhole zvay 'round."

See description of this call in "Andy Gump."
When all have completed the last figure, the

caller calls the second couple around the outside

set, etc., and all the figures as above. The third

and fourth couple repeat the figures in their

proper order.

NOTE : In order to avoid confusion, explain that the

couple facing the "lead" couple is the place to cast off

six. See diagram.

M I

D
A="Cast off six"

B="Cast off four"

<~="Cast off two"

B*--

i\

i

D *
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"The Girl I Left Behind Me"
Music by same name, 2-4 tempo

"Jump in the air and then come down. Swing

your honey 'round and 'round."

See description of this call under "Andy

Gump."
"Corner left, partner right, grand change eight

the whole way 'round."

See description of this call under "Andy

Gump."
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"First gent out to the right and saving your little

mammy."
Head gentlemen walks over to the second lady

and swings her twice around.

"Suing that girl, that pretty little girl, that girl

you left behind you."

Head gentleman swings his- own partner at her

station.

"Swing your cousin Fannie."

Head gentleman walks over to the third lady

and swings her.

"Swing that girl, that pretty little girl, that girl

you left behind you."

Head gentleman returns to the second lady and

swings her twice.

"Swing your little mammy."
Head gentleman walks across to the fourth lady

and swings her.

"Szt'ing that girl, that pretty little girl, that girl you

left behind you."

Head gentleman returns to the third lady and

swings her.

"Home you go, and everybody swings his own."

Head gentleman returns home and everybody

swings his own partner.

"Corner left, partner right, grand change eight

the whole way 'round."

See description of this call under "Andy Gump."
Second, third and fourth gentlemen are called

out to the right and each swings his "little

mammy" in proper order.

Gentlemen always swing the next lady to the

right and then come back to swing the one be-

hind them.

After the dancers have become familiar with

this form, it can be made much more interesting

by having the caller call out the first gentleman to

the right and swing all the ladies, as described,

and after he returns and "corner left, partner

right" has been executed, call the second two gen-
tlemen out to the right to swing their little mam-
mies. This puts two men into the action. Execute

"corner left" then call the first three gentlemen
out, to the right and swing their little mammies,
etc. Again execute "corner left" and call out all

four gentlemen to the right to swing their little

mammies, as called above. Call corner left and

partner right and the dance is finished. Much
more fun is derived from this method, and while

it is a bit more complicated, the action reaches

more people at the same time.

"Lady 'Round the Lady"
Music, 2-4 tempo

"Jump in the air and come right down. Swing

you honey 'round and 'round."

All jump in the air, come down, and swing

partners around.

"Corner left, partner right, grand change eight

the whole way 'round."

Gentlemen face the lady on their left, give left

hands to each other and turn around once. Give

partner right hand and left to next, etc.

"First couple out to the right and swing in the

rear."

First couple goes out to the right and behind

the second couple. In doing so, the first gentle-

man goes to the left around behind the second

couple and meets his partner, while head lady

goes to the right and behind to the rear of second

couple. They swing there.

"Up in the front and swing the dear."

After swinging in the rear, the gentleman con-

tinues to the left on around to the front of sec-

ond couple while the head lady continues on

around to the right and swings her partner in

front.

"Lady 'round the lady and the gent around the

gent."

The head couple passes through between the

members of the second couple, the head lady pass-

ing to the left around the second lady, while the

head gentleman passes to the right around the

second gentleman. Both walk back to place in

front of the second couple.

"Gent around the lady and the lady around the

gent."

Reverse the order, gentlemen passing around

the second lady while the head lady passes around

the second gentleman and back in front.

"Circle four, right and left and on the next, and

swing in the rear."

First and second couple circle four hands half

way around and then the first couple pass under

an arch made by the second two. After passing

through the arch, they then walk around to the

rear of the third couple, the gentleman to the left

and lady to right. They meet in the rear of the

third couple and swing there.

"Up in the front and swing the dear."

Repeat this call, as above, at third station.

1



THE SQUARE DANCE A SOCIAL RECREATION AID 363

"'Lady around the lady and the gent around the

gent."

Repeat, as above, at third station.

'Cent around the lady and the lady around the

gent."

Repeat, as above, at third station. .

Circle four, right and left and on to the next

and swing in the rear."

Repeat, as above, at third station then go to

Ifourth station.

\'Up in front and siting the dear. Lady 'round

lady, gent around the gent."

Both of these calls are repeated at station

number four.

"Gent 'round lady, lady 'round gent. Circle four,

right and left back home."

Repeat these calls as above and the first couple

ire back home.

{'Corner left, partner right, grand change eight

the i^hole way 'round."

This call is described above.

Second couple now takes the lead and visits all

Other stations, followed by couple number three

and four.

"The Double Grapevine Twist"

Music, 2-4 tempo

'Jump in the air and then come down. Swing

your honey 'round and 'round."

See description under "Andy Gump."
'Corner left, partner right, grand change eight

the whole way 'round."

See description under "Andy Gump."
'First couple out to the right and circle four."

First couple lead out to the second couple and

Circle once around.

Open up and take two more"
As first four progress to third couple, the head

gentleman and second lady drop hands and admit

:he third two to the circle.

'Hurry up and don'-t be late, open up and run

away eight."

Continue to circle to the left, then open up and

idmit the fourth couple to the circle between the

iirst gentleman and second lady.

'Head couple free their wrists and start that

double grapevine twist."

Head couple release their inside hands. The

gentleman walks forward and to the left, passing
imder an arch made by the fourth couple. He
Continues around to the left and back to place.

jFhe
fourth lady turns under her own left arm and

1'tands in place. On the other side of the circle,

\,

the head lady is doing the exact opposite of the

head gentleman, going to her right and under an

arch made by the second couple and back to place,

as the second gentleman turns under his own right

arm and stands in place. Without stopping the

head couple repeat the above figure each advanc-

ing one position toward the foot of the set, the

head gentleman passing under the arch of the

fourth gentleman and third lady and leading the

second lady through behind him back to place.

The head lady passes under an arch made by the

second lady and third gentleman and back to

place. The second lady turns under her own right

arm and stands in place while the fourth gentle-

man turns under his own left arm and stands in

place. Continuing the "twist," the head couple

pass together under an arch made by the third

couple. The head gentleman leads all those on

his side of the circle to the left and back to place

while the head lady leads her group to the right

and back home. The third couple turn toward

each other to unwind themselves, and stand in

place.

The important point to remember in executing

this figure is that all except the head couple re-

main holding hands while this figure is being

danced. The only break being between the head

two.

In this diagram
the head couple
is shown leading
double grape-
vine twist.

"Corner left, partner right, grand change eight

the whole way 'round."

See description under "Andy Gump."

Second, third and fourth couples in turn exe-

cute all of the calls given.

"Two Lone Gents Do See Do"

Music, 2-4 tempo

"Jump in the air, come right down and swing

your honey 'round and 'round."

See description of this call under "Andy Gump."

"Corner left, partner right, grand change eight

the whole way 'round."

See description of this call under "Andy Gump."

(Continued on page 393)



Recreation in Mill Villages

X
VILLAGE in North Carolina is a little town five

miles from the county seat. The main in-

dustry is textile. There are other small busi-

nesses in the town, but there is a marked distinc-

tion between the "uptown" people and the mill

workers, and the mill people are woefully lacking

in recreational opportunities.

Into this community there went, last January,

a recreation supervisor from WPA. The program

began in an ice house transformed into a com-

munity center. Ice house pipes were taken out and

sawed apart. Welded back together, they became

see-saw and swing frames. That was the beginning

of the playground.

Inside the center, games, crafts and social rec-

reation were conducted. A small library had its

beginning in the center when fifty books were

borrowed from the State Library Commission and

County Library. Now the library owns two hun-

dred books and has a rental shelf with new books

which pay for themselves and also for repairing

older volumes.

The ice house has been outgrown and the local

Recreation Council is buying additional equip-

ment for the playground.

Xville, in the same county, has the distinction

of being the oldest mill village in the district. It

is a small village made up entirely of mill work-

ers. During the past year the mill has been closed

and most of the people are jobless. Into this com-

munity, too, there went a WPA recreation worker.

The only location available for a recreation cen-

ter was one room of an old store building, but

here the dauntless WPA worker initiated her

program.
There was a library in the community, one of

the best in the county, built in honor of the

founder of the mill by his son. The library had

been endowed, but years later, on the failure of

the bank in charge of the trust fund, the library

was closed. Many times the rec-

reation worker tried to gain an

entrance to the building. Finally

her efforts were successful, and

to her surprise, upon entering

she was confronted with a

bronze plaque inside the door

reading : "I, , give
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The story of what recreation has

meant to some of our southern mill

villages is an interesting one. We
present a few extracts from a

report of the Works Progress Ad-
ministration which has been re-

sponsible for recreation projects in

a number of these communities.

this building, a place of recreation, a library, in

memory of my father, ,
for the

people of Xville."

In the library were rows and rows of good

books fiction, travel, biography, and magazines

dating from 1906. The card catalog, tables, chairs

and lights were in good condition. The large hall

upstairs was in need of repair, but it was suitable

for social gatherings.

The recreation worker saw the possibility of

the library as a recreation center. She redoubled

her efforts to secure the use of the building, and

finally it was opened as a "place of recreation for

the people of Xville."

In two small villages a recreation program has

been operating for fourteen months. In one of

these villages, a canvass for equipment disclosed

swings and see-saws packed away for fourteen

year and never used. In four other towns in the

county, self-supporting recreation programs are

being carried on. Not all of the programs are

adequate, says the supervisor, but the project is

helping, and there are ten recreation workers em-

ployed now where formerly there was none.

The recreation supervisor in another county of

North Carolina tells of a community where highly

emotional revivals were the only outlet for pent-

up emotions. A WTPA recreational program was

introduced. The response was slow at first. The

children lived in such widely scattered sections

that opportunities for social gatherings were rare.

They, were bashful and self-conscious about play-

ing. They had to be provided with an opportunity;

to do the things in which they seemed most inter-

ested. Following a study of community needs, a

Community Club was organized. A thoroughly

competent woman was secured to teach the Sunday
School lesson at each meeting. This was followed

by club singing, games and stories. Families came

several miles to attend the meetings. After the

regular program and social hour;

many of the members lingered

to exchange quilt fashions and

recipes, and some of the maga-
zines friends had sent weni

passed among the members

the club.

(Continued on page 394)



t's Thar, Effen You Know How
to

Git It"

By

JOHN W. HANDLAN
Oglebay Park

Wheeling, West Virginia

f'T"HAR's LOTS O'GAME aroun' yere effen you
know how to git it !"

That was the classic response of a West

Virginia mountain boy to a question addressed to

pirn by a visiting sportsman.

It seems a strange way to introduce a story of

fi community music survey and the things which

kveloped from that survey, but it does have an

tpplication to that apparently irrelevant field. The
nusic survey enabled people of the general area

f Wheeling, West Virginia, to verify their suspi-

cions that there are musical resources "aroun'

,-ere." Then, too, they go a step further than the

nountain boy and are ready and willing to tell

'how to git it."

Their plan is so simple, so flexible a'nd useful

hat it might well be employed in any community
>r any region where .the people want to ascertain

heir musical resources and put them to work.

A bit of background knowledge seems neces-

ary for a proper understanding of the Wheeling
nusic survey.

Wheeling is a city of 60,000. The city is, how-

(

ver, the geographic, economic and social center

jor
an industrial and rural population of about

;;oo,ooo people who live in twelve counties in the

iipper Ohio valley and represent the states of

Ohio, West Virginia arid Pennsylvania.

Just beyond the municipal boundary of Wheel -

ng is the city-owned Oglebay Park, a natural rec-

eation area of 750 acres. At Oglebay Park is the

eaclquarters of Oglebay Institute, an incorporat-
d organization devoted primarily to adult educa-

tion. The Institute derives its financial support
from four separate sources. These are member-

ship dues voluntarily paid annually by private

citizens; proceeds of an endownment fund; pri-

vate gifts, and State and Federal funds secured

through the Agricultural Extension Division of

West Virginia University. The Institute is, ac-

cordingly, under little moral or political compul-
sion to restrict its program to a city, to a county,
or to a state. Operating many of its programs

directly at Oglebay Park, it also sends its staff of

specialists into the outlying cities, towns and rural

communities of the entire Wheeling area.

The story of Oglebay Park and of Oglebay
Institute is interesting enough, but is long and

this is the story of the Institute's music survey
and some of the results of that survey !

Music Always a Part of the Program
From the inception, in 1927, of what was to

become the Oglebay Institute program, music had

. played a part in its work. Opportunity was given
to individual choral or instrumental groups of

amateurs to present public programs at the park.

The Institute had worked closely with the Wheel-

ing Symphony Society toward the development of

a creditable Symphony Orchestra under profes-

sional leadership and composed, about half, of

professional players. Song leadership courses had

been held. A course in music appreciation was

engineered one summer.

Starting in 1934, the Institute, through West

Virginia University, placed a rural recreation
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worker in the field in five West Virginia counties.

Part of his work resulted in the organization of

men's, women's and mixed choral groups in these

five counties. But by 1936, with the exception of

the rural field of those five West Virginia coun-

ties and a well-established symphony program, the

area's community music set-up was nothing if not

hodge-podge and uncorrelated. Then in 1936

Oglebay Institute employed a director of music,

Edwin M. Steckel.

Mr. Steckel came to the Institute with a back-

ground of excellent musical training, accomplish-

ment as an organist, pianist and song leader,

familiarity with school music from personal ex-

perience, and, best of all, organization ability.

Into the lap of this man was tossed the problem

of correlating the Wheeling area's musical

activities.

Mr. Steckel met Mrs. Gibson Caldwell, presi-

dent of the Wheeling Symphony Society, chair-

man of the Oglebay Institute Music Committee,

herself a splendid amateur cellist, and ardently

interested in any thing pertaining to music. Mrs.

Caldwell invited to an informal supper at her

Wheeling residence leaders of various choral and

instrumental groups, the head of the musician's

union, school music authorities from both sides

of the Ohio River.

The Survey Is Initiated

A music survey was suggested to the group,

which at once became interested and active when
its possibilities were outlined by Mr. Steckel. On
the spot, committees were formed to survey such

separate fields as professional music, church music,

school music, solo talent, meeting and rehearsal

facilities and every other item remotely associated

with the community music picture.

Mechanics of the survey were simple. The
chairman for school music, for example, enlisted

the aid of music educators on both sides of the

river. Soon he had available a card index which

listed such items as the names and addresses of

all music educators in the Wheeling area, the num-
ber of musical organizations in each school sys-

tem, their enrollments and other

details. Similar listings of mu-
sical resources went on in the

other separate fields.

In the meantime Mr. Steckel

kept in daily touch with the. sur-

veyors, helped personally where

help was needed and gradually

Countless surveys are made, but

many of them, rumor has it, are

filed away and nothing more is

ever heard of them! Here is the

story of a community music sur-

vey whose findings were translat-

ed into significant developments.

accumulated the combined file of the separate sur-

veys. At the end of about three weeks reports be-

gan to come in. Some astonishing things were

revealed even to people who thought themselves

familiar with the Wheeling area and its music.

The survey determined, for example, that

eighty-five churches in the area had established

choirs and that fifty-seven of these churches em-

ployed professional choir leaders, or organists, or

organist-leaders. Only eight churches paid their

singers. It was found that in twenty-two separ-

ate public and five parochial school systems of the

region, there were employed a total of fifty-three

music educators. Such other items were uncov-

ered as the presence of eighteen established ama-

teur vocal organizations and nine amateur instru-

mental groups. It was found that in the area

there were sixteen professional instrumental or-

ganizations, five professional concert series, sixty-

one vocal soloists, thirty-two instrumental soloists,

ninety-one private teachers of music. Twelve

suitable and available concert halls were listed.

Developments Follow the Survey

That gives a fair idea of the material uncov-

ered by the survey. With the findings of the sur-

vey in Mr. Steckel's hands developments came

rapidly.

An Oratorio. No individual or agency ever haci

brought the best singers of those eighty-five

church choirs together for a single event. The

local ministerial association eagerly accepted the

proposal that these vocalists should combine in a

regional effort. Thirty choir leaders met with Mr.

Steckel and agreed to enlist all forces in the pre-

sentation of the Oratorio "Elijah," by Mendels-

sohn. The oratorio was sung at Wheeling in midi

March by a selected group from the singers of

those choirs 370 voices. Dr. Hollis Dann, emi-i

nent choral conductor, was engaged to lead the

production. He met with the various leaders a'

the outset and outlined his plan, following up thi;

initial contact with a series of bulletins. Loca

leaders worked with their own groups betweer

massed rehearsals, four of which were held. Th<

choice of four professiona

soloists from New York obvi

ated the possibility of arousing

local jealousies.

Local newspapers called th

oratorio the finest cooperativ

event in the area's musica

history.



'IT'S THAR, EFFEN YOU KNOW HOW TO GIT IT" 36;

The Ohio Valley Festival Chorus. The perform-
ance over, the singers asked, almost unanimously,
"What do we do next?" Result the organiza-

tion of the Ohio Valley Festival Chorus with a

program of one outstanding event each winter and

each summer.

A Music Educators' Association. Another exam-

ple of what the survey did: Music educators on

one side of the Ohio River scarcely knew their co-

workers across that stream. The Ohio Valley

schools are proud of their high school bands.

These seemingly irrelevant facts became meaning-
ful with the formation of the Ohio Valley Music

Educators' Association with a membership of

forty-eight of the area's fifty-three educators. The
Association's first official act was the sponsorship

of the first Ohio Valley Band Clinic.

Band leaders recommended players from their

organization. Each player was given an audition

which included scale playing, sight reading and a

prepared number. A committee then assigned the

successful candidates to places in the band of one

hundred and fifteen pieces representing eighteen

Ohio Valley high schools. Ernest Williams of

New York was brought in as clinic director and

a two-day clinic was held. A public concert cli-

maxed it, and then the big band played in four

separate centers of the area in the next two weeks.

A Community Music Association. The vexatious

matter of conflicting dates for musical events long

had been a thorn in the flesh of the local music

leaders. From the survey came the Community
Music Association, whose functions are to serve

as a clearing house for concert dates, as a contact

agency for local groups, and to act as official

sponsoring body for combined musical activities

within the area. As a start the Association spon-

sored two weeks of carol singing, twice daily, at

Wheeling's first community Christmas tree in

December of 1936.

Edwin M..Steckel serves as full-time secretary

for these various groups, as well as other agen-

cies and organizations in the music panorama of

the Wheeling area.

Other Accomplishments

What are some of the other accomplishments
which may be traced to the music survey? Here

are a few of them :

A Junior High School choral festival at Wheel-

ing with a massed chorus of 400 youngsters in

public performance; a senior high school music

festival in connection with the Arbor Day pro-

gram at Oglebay Park, with 600 high school sing

ers involved ; a "Music Week Observance" whicl

brought Geoffrey O'Hara to Wheeling to appea:

before a dozen civic clubs of the area and mor<

than 12,000 public school children in a single week
There is scheduled for Oglebay Park late ii

August (this is written in July) a two week cam]
of the famous "Singing Boys of America" fron

Steubenville, Ohio. In addition to the fifty boy;

of this famous group, churches of the area an

sending a hundred local boys to play and sinj

with this talented band of youngsters under thei

own director. A sacred concert will be offere<

the public at the end of the two week period o

training, and the nucleus of the "Singing Boys'
will present other public programs during thei

stay at the park.

At Oglebay Park this summer a comprehensive

concert program is catering to thousands of peo

pie. On every Sunday afternoon and on alternat

Thursday evenings the Wheeling Symphony i

scheduled to play. The Symphony is under th

leadership of Antonio Modarelli, late of the Pitts

burgh Symphony, and is rapidly striding ahead.

On the unscheduled Thursdays, amateur in

strumental and vocal organizations of the area ar

scheduled for evening concerts, and in September

upon the close of the Symphony concerts, eacl

Sunday afternoon and each Thursday evening wil

be filled by a concert of organizations of this type

On every Sunday evening in July and Augus

public vesper programs are held. These are pre

ceded by a fifteen minute organ recital by gues

organists, and each vesper program includes spe

cial music and congregational singing.

Such special and outstanding events are in th<

offing, as an August first presentation of choruse

from "Elijah," by the Ohio Valley Festiva

Chorus accompanied by the Wheeling Symphony
On September ipth an Ohio Valley band festiva

again will draw high school bandsmen together

this time in connection with the appearance at th

park of the United States Marine Band. Th
school bandsmen will mass with the Marine Ban<

for one number under its director, Captain Tay
lor Branson. This will take place in the after

noon. In the evening the Marine Band will play ;

public concert.

Most of these events are free, but the Musi'

Festival and Marine Band program will be pre

ceded by ticket sales by the high schools concern

ed, with part of the proceeds going to defray thi

(Continued on page 394)



Oood Times in "Ag Alley"

THEY
ARE a great bunch,"

laughed Bill North, the

By DOROTHY LANGSHAW
Perry, Ohio

campus cop, when I asked

him his opinion about the students of the College

of Agriculture at the Ohio State University. He

went on to say that he wished other colleges had

the pep and enthusiasm for group activities that

the Agricultural College exhibits. "I actually be-

lieve that eighty per cent of them knows every-

body else," blandly contributed Shorty, the Ag

Alley cop. (Ag Alley is that end of the campus

on which most of the buildings of the College of

Agriculture are located.)

Education College asks "why ?" Ag College re-

plies with the word "recreation."

Yes, Ag College believes in recreation not the

type which means solely movies and dances, but

rather activities in which there may be group par-

ticipation. The activities of the college are sub-

ject to the All Agricultural Council which has as

ex-officio members the Dean and Secretary of the

college. The books of each organization are care-

fully checked by a student auditor. This and other

factors prevent the limiting of membership in

the campus organizations.

Membership in this council consists of the presi-

dent from each of a number of organizations. In

addition two members from the Home Economics

club, the president and a senior ; two seniors from

University Grange 1620, one of whom is a man
and one a woman; one member from the Agri-
cultural Student; the Student Senate member
from the College of Agriculture, and any student

officers of the National Collegiate Agricultural
Council that may be enrolled in the College of

Agriculture.

What Do They Enjoy?
What is the type of group participation that

these college groups enjoy? The answer is folk

games and play party games. Yes, we furnish

much of our own music. The credit for our in-

terest in this type of activity is due to our very

good friend R. B. Tom, extension in rural eco-

nomics, at Ohio State University. Many of the

young people have been at camp with Mr. Tom
before entering the University and consequently
are prepared for this type of recreation. For those

especially interested in recreational leadership Mr.
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Tom offers a course which con-

sists of lectures upon the theory

of play and play leadership. This

course also has a laboratory period which is actual

participation in play party games. At this time

ideas brought up in lecture arel tried out. In con-

nection with this class teams are sent out to near-

by communities to lead parties.

It's a big evening for many students when Billy

Foster and his Yellow Jackets come to the

Armory for a Square Dance. There are often as

many as fifty sets keeping in perfect rhythm with

the call "Darling Nellie Gray." The floor is also

crowded when other types of old time dances are

played such as schottische, rye waltz and polka.

As is to be expected, modern dances are popular

on this as any other campus, including the formal

proms.
Skill games have been very popular with this

group. Various students have found opportunity
to visit the home of Lynn Rohrbough, just twenty
miles from the campus, where they can make their

own equipment for the games.

Picnics

Picnics have their place in the curriculum of Ag
Alley. In the spring quarter each year the All

Agricultural Council sponsors an "All Ag Spree"
which is really a picnic. Everyone in the College

of Agriculture is urged to attend, including the

faculty. The early evening is spent in out-of-

door sports, such as baseball, and other competi-
tive games. When hunger calls a picnic supper is

enjoyed amid laughter and song. When the food

has disappeared a mixed dance fills the time for

the remainder of the evening. It is impossible to

go to such outings without recognizing at least the

faces of your classmates thus the basis for

Shorty's comment.

The Annual Banquet and Dance

Ag College goes
more formal for its

annual banquet and

dance which is held

during the winter

months. One of the

purposes of the ban-

quet is to present

(Continued on

page 394)

This month colleges will
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Recreation in a College Town

MOST
OF THE recreational

activities in Forest Grove,

Oregon, are sponsored by
Pacific University or are held on the school prop-

erty. Although several of these functions were

primarily intended as purely school affairs, they

have come to include most of the town's popula-

tion. A comparatively small town, Forest Grove

has a great number of recreational projects.

At Christmas

As Pacific University is called the ''New Eng-
land college of the West," it has many old Eng-
lish customs, one of which is the Wassail party.

Just before the Christinas holiday the towns peo-

ple are invited to McCormick Hall, the men's

dormitory, which is appropriately decorated with

fir trees, cedar boughs and mistletoe. The Christ-

mas spirit prevails, and the University Glee Club,

the Girls in formals and the men in dark suits,

sing carols. There is a tableau or short play and

informal speeches. To the crackling of the Yule

log in the fireplace a platter is brought in on

which is the boar's head ; then the wassail ! Hot,

spicy, it is followed by a platter of "snapdragons"

burning raisins soaked in alcohol. Friends drink

one another's health in the aromatic wassail.

Another event of the Christmas season is the

presentation of Handel's great oratorio, the Mes-

siah. A group is formed composed of the Uni-

versity Glee Club and any members of the town's

choirs who wish to join. The Messiah, together

with other Christmas music, is presented by this

group before Christmas. The Sunday after Christ-

mas they join with the choirs of the Portland

Council of Churches to present the Messiah at

the Civic Auditorium under the direction of Wil-

lem Van Hoogstraten, accompanied by the Port-

land Symphony orchestra. Each person who at-

tends three practices and the performance is

credited with fifty

cents which is given

to his choral group
to purchase music.

By S. SHIRLEY ROBERTS
Pacific University

mheir doors and students

ction eager for work and

1 in their leisure time at

Cities benefit the towns-

answers to these inquiries.

Throughout the

Year

An unusual ac-

tivity is the annual

high school music tournament

sponsored by Pacific. Well-

known musicians from Oregon
and Washington are judges, and schools from all

over Oregon and Washington send representa-
tives. Every townsman avails himself of the op-

portunity to hear the music, classical and semi-

classical, which is sung or played on piano, violin,

viola and bass viol.

Probably the most unique feature at Pacific

that is valuable to the town in a recreational

way is a physical education class called "games
of low organization." The members of this

class learn to lead marching, party games, and
folk dances, and are available at any time to

conduct recreational activities at Parent-

Teacher, Sunday School, or other group meet-

ings. The member of the class who is to plan
and direct a meeting of this type tries it on the

class first to discover if any changes in pro-

gram are necessary.

More in line with work all over the country
are the May Day festival in which high school

and grade school pupils participate, and which
is enjoyed by the entire town; the extra gym-
nasium classes in games, dancing and swim-

ming for townspeople; the supervised swim-

ming periods for Boy Scouts, Camp Fire Girls,

and Girl Reserves, and the annual play day for

high school girls in this county, which is held

in Pacific's gym.

Last summer the stores in Forest Grove
started a Softball league, but it was not en-

tirely successful because of the necessity of

holding twilight games. Nothing daunted, the

merchants have started al campaign to buy arc

lights for Pacific's athletic field. They will be

used not only for the softball games but for

high school and college football games as well.

We shall be glad to receive from other colleges

and educational institutions information regarding
the recreational activities being conducted by the

students. RECREATION is particularly anxious to

know of instances in which colleges are sharing

their recreational programs with the people of the

communities in which the institutions are located.
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Recreational Provision in Housing Projects

BOTH
PUBLIC and private

groups concerned with pro-

moting housing develop-

ments are increasingly including

recreational areas and facilities

as an integral part of their plans.

Community buildings, recrea-

tion rooms, playgrounds, day

nurseries, swimming pools and

other facilities are being constructed at the same

time as the houses themselves.

Buckingham. Buckingham in Clarendon, Vir-

ginia, is a planned residential community develop-

ed by Paramount Communities, Inc., and consists

chiefly of two-story group houses ranging in size

from two to sixteen families. The section now
under construction will provide for 510 families

and occupies twenty-six and a half acres. Event-

ually 2,500 families will be accommodated in the

development which caters to renters with an in-

come averaging $1,200 to $3,000 a year.

Land coverage is less than twenty per cent, and

all open spaces are developed in landscaped areas

and play spaces. Present plans call for, among
other things, space for community rooms, tenants

workshops, an auditorium, and nursery schools if

desired by the tenants. Plans are laid for a fully

equipped playground for children five to eleven

years of age.

Hillcrest. Completed six months ago, Hillcrest,

a development of the Meadville Housing Corpo-

ration, Meadville, Pennsylvania, relieved a hous-

ing shortage brought about by the establishment

of two new industries in the community. The

corporation is sponsored by the Chamber of Com-
merce and the Central Labor Union.

The plot occupies forty-three acres of hill side,

twenty-three of which were used for building

purposes. Five acres were set aside for future

use and eleven acres were given to the city of

Meadville for park area.

The Chandler Tract. In a project of the Reset-

tlement Administration, Department of Agricul-

ture, part-time farms will be established on the

Chandler Tract in Arizona to enable temporary
laborers on farms to escape the necessity for mi-

gratory living by supplementing their incomes and

providing minimum, but adequate housing. The
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In the Architectural Record for

May, 1937, are described a num-
ber of public and private housing

projects from widely separated
sections of the country. The state-

ment presented here will give our

readers some idea of the facili-

ties and areas being provided in

greatly differing developments.

project supplies 350 acres of

farm land surrounding the hous-

ing tract, on which marketable

crops and livestock can be rais-

ed by the laborers during peri-

ods of temporary unemploy-
ment. In addition to crop lands,

each apartment will have a

small garden where flowers and

special vegetables can be grown. A community

building will have facilities for a day nursery, for

social gatherings and for various other activities.

Liberty Square. Liberty Square, recently opened
PWA housing project, stands on the outskirts of

Miami, Florida. Its 243 units are made up of

one- and two-story group houses containing from
two to five rooms each which will house only
families who previously lived in sub-standard

homes and whose income does not exceed five

times the rent plus the cost of facilities. The site

calls for a community building, centrally located,

with accommodations for a day nursery and a

large auditorium. Behind this building is a large

open dance floor. Swimming and wading pools
are flanked on either side by large grass plots. The

arrangements of the building allow court space
for children's playgrounds and a garden area for

adults.

Pickwick Landing Dam. The Pickwick Landing
Dam development is a PWA housing project for

the provision of permanent homes for workers at

this Tennessee Valley Authority plant. The proj-
ect includes a ten room public school in combina-

tion with a community building which also con-

tains an auditorium for both colored and white,

a reading room and a sitting room.

Parklawn. Parklawn, also a PWA Housing
Project, is located near Milwaukee's industrial

and employment district. The tract of forty-two
acres contains sixty-four fireproof structures

grouped around courts. Seven and a half acres
are set aside for recreational purposes. A com-
munity house with many facilities, a number of

playgrounds and wading pools are provided. An
arrangement with the Department of Municipal
Recreation and Adult Education of the Milwaukee
Public Schools has been made whereby the Hous-
ing Project provides the facilities and the Depart-
ment of Municipal Recreation and Adult Educa-
tion the recreational leadership and program.



At the Portola Recreation Center

THE
PORTOLA Recreation Center

is located in a district which

lies in the center of a group of

very much isolated and independent districts of

San Francisco. In the past years sectional feeling

has run high, with constant warfare between the

districts involved. Natural boundaries, such as

hills and vegetable gardens, were the border line

over which armed conflicts frequently raged.

Strategy resembling that used in actual warfare

was often employed by the various district forces.

One gang would entice the enemy across the rail-

road track at the moment when a freight train was

coming through, thereby shutting off retreat and

enabling the capture of the "foreigners." Many
of the captives were treated cruelly and the police

were constantly called on to restore law and order.

The use of rocks and weapons of many kinds was

common. Eventually an unfortunate motorman

piloting a street car was shot with a rifle. It was

then that the city government became conscious

of the fact that troubles were

constantly brewing in this

district.

The population of the sec-

tion is a mixture of practi-

cally every nationality, with

Italians, Scandinavians and

Jews predominating and with

a generous sprinkling of Mal-

tese, Germans, Spanish and

French. Because of this mix-

ture it has been difficult to

By PAUL MADSEN
General Director

secure solidarity and uniformity of

action. The nationalistic feeling

which prevailed very strongly in the

past often made progress impossible along com-

mercial as well as fraternal lines.

Then Came the Center!

It was in the midst of a cosmopolitan district of

this type that Portola Recreation Center was es-

tablished six years ago by the San Francisco,

California Recreation Commission. The building

contains gymnasiums of maximum size with ap-

paratus and adequate shower facilities, four club

rooms, a kitchen, a well-equipped stage, craft

rooms and offices. The center is located on a ten

acre playground with the usual facilities such as

baseball diamonds, basketball courts, tennis courts,

and children's apparatus. The attendance on this

playground prior to the opening of the building

averaged about 1,200 a week. With the building

in operation the average attendance is about 5,000.

The Portola Recreation Center operated

by the San Francisco Recreation Com-
mission has completed its sixth year. As
the Commission looks back over these

years, it feels that the Center has not

only provided leisure time activities for

many thousands of people of all ages,

with progressively better programs as

the leaders have gained in experience,

but it has helped materially in reducing

juvenile delinquency in a neighborhood
which presented many acute problems.

The Staff. The staff of the

center consists of one gen-
eral director and four assist-

ant directors, three of whom
are on a part-time basis. At
the present time the staff is

augmented by twenty-two
WPA assistants who teach

various kinds of craft work,
issue supplies, do office work,
arid perform other services.
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372 AT THE PORTOLA RECREATION CENTER

Hours of Operation. The center opens at 8 130

A. M. and is in constant use until 11 :oo P. M. and

often later. An emergency educational program

nursery school using the facilities of the center

takes care of thirty-five babies. The fast moving

of furniture makes it possible to convert the rooms

into play rooms and sleeping rooms for the nurs-

ery with its kindergarten furnishings in the morn-

ing, and to transform them into adult club rooms

for afternoon atjd evening activities. In this way
a maximum use of the building is secured with

the most efficient services for the greatest number

of people.

Because of lack of school facilities the near-by

junior high school uses the gymnasium of the cen-

ter for its various physical education classes.

Clubs and Classes

We have found that by grouping our partici-

pants into forty or fifty groups and classes of

from twenty to twenty-five each we are far better

able to guide these individuals, with their differ-

ences in background and experience, and to gain

a better insight into their family life and environ-

ment. There are about thirty clubs sponsored by
the center and held together by a variety of inter-

ests. Among the groups are Camp Fire Girls,

Boy Scouts, Sea Scouts, athletic clubs, social

clubs, and clubs for practically every age and in-

terest. A strong active mother's club is one of

our outstanding groups. The classes carried on

regularly include folk dancing, tap dancing, ball-

room dancing, acrobatic dancing, a toy symphony,
orchestras, glee clubs, airplane building, wood-

work, painting, gymnasium activities and a nurs-

ery school, instruction in piano playing, soap carv-

ing, puppetry, dramatics, tennis, story-telling and

harmonica instruction.

The Club Advisor. Each club has from twelve

to fifty members who elect their own officers and
transact their own business. A director is assign-
ed as adviser to each club, and while all directors

are interested in all clubs each adviser is definitely

responsible for the club of which he is in charge.
He is sometimes granted the right to vote in club

meetings but is usually a silent spectator, leaving
all the planning to the club members but always

standing ready to be of assistance and to interpret
the rules and regulations of the center.

The Council of Representatives. In order to

secure unified action by all clubs meeting in the

center, a council of representatives has been or-

ganized to which each club elects a delegate. We
have tried to make this council a dignified body of

"statesmen"' and to attach real importance to the

office and its duties. The council meets regularly

once a month. The delegates are assigned to their

regular permanent seats and business is carried

on in a very dignified manner. The officers of

the council are elected by the delegates. By giving

this body a great deal of responsibility we have

been able to secure cooperation and discipline not

otherwise obtainable. It has been our experience

that the greater the responsibility given this group
the better the response from the clubs.

Through our method of organization we have

secured leaders able to promote and conduct cen-

ter-wide arid inter-club activities. The council is

empowered to make assessments on the clubs for

various purposes. It conducts baseball and indoor

basketball tournaments and is in charge of events

such as our large indoor carnival, our anniversary

celebration and other activities which have become

traditional during the past six years. The anni-

versary celebration lasts a week and is observed

by various athletic, musical and dramatic pro-

grams. The week is eagerly awaited by members
of all the clubs. Recreation executives, city offi-

cials and other dignitaries are always invited, and

the clubs take great pleasure in entertaining them.

Meeting Places for Clubs. Many clubs are in

favor of having their club rooms in various

homes, attics and basements. While we encour-

age the use of the facilities of the center, we also

encourage certain clubs to maintain their own
rooms. Some groups like to have a place where

they can gather at any time and rooms which they

may furnish in any way they desire. We believe

the proper approach to this problem, which is in-

deed a problem in many instances, lies in taking
a personal interest in these clubs and visiting them

as often as possible. Our directors are welcome

guests at most of the clubs, and the mere knowl-

edge that a director may visit them at any time

keeps activities and facilities at a high standard.

We invite these independent groups to participate
in various sports of the center and feel the clubs

are almost as much our responsibility as though

they meet at the building. In this way we have

created cordial relations with many groups, clu1>-

and gangs who were antagonistic toward organ-
ized recreation and supervision.

(Continued on page 395)



"Never Too Old to Play"

,3t/ W. DUNCAN RUSSELL

WE
HAVE BEEN taking pictures lately of the

Adult Recreation Project. These pictures

are providing the government with a faithful

and accurate record of varied forms of recreation

offered to the citizens of Boston, under sponsor-

ship of the Works Progress Administration. They
shtnv groups of amateurs in all sections of the city

taking part in community entertainments. They

picture men and women in arts and crafts centers

learning new skills with their hands. They give

flashes of community orchestras and choral groups

putting on music festivals in their neighborhoods.

There is a series devoted to lecture and discussion

groups showing people of all classes meeting in

friendly fashion to get a lit-

tle closer to the actualities

of life and to each other and

to learn from the open
forum the great lessons of

mutual understanding and

tolerance.

These pictures, to me, are

more engrossing than the

most brilliant Hollywood
film, for the reason that

they are real. They are part
of a human record being

Behind the pictures what? In a series of

talks broadcast over Station WCOP, Bos-

ton, W. Duncan Russell, General Director,

Community Service of Boston, who is now

serving as Executive Director of the Adult

Recreation Project, WPA, Boston, has told

of some of the human records being written

as adults are given increased opportunity
to find expression through leisure time ac-

tivities. In his first broadcast, presented

here, Mr. Russell tells what is back of some

of the pictures which have been taken at

some of the various centers in operation.

written in our own city by our own people. Per-

haps if you saw them you might think the little

dramas they picture must be very crude theatrical

efforts. The orchestras might look very amateur-

ish to you. The discussion groups might seem to

represent a hit-and-miss cross-section of our popu-
lation. And I suppose you would be right in this

surface judgment!
But it is for this very reason that they mean

so much to me. They are typical of a cross-sec-

tion of our city population. They do show men
and women of all ages, from all districts, who are

characteristic of the Boston we know as "the

Hub" the Boston which has its North End and

its South End, its far-flung

suburban districts and its

compact West End. The

thing I like best about them

is that they show all kinds,

ages, and conditions of peo-

ple enjoying themselves, ap-

parently refreshing their

minds and bodies and stor-

ing up new mental experi-

ences.

Perhaps these experiences

might not seem to you very
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thrilling, but I know they have been life-saving

to many men and women. I see in these photo-

graphs people just plain people casting off the

cares, the worries and work of the day, and find-

ing a new joy in taking part in a drama, learning

to play chess or checkers, weaving rugs and tool-

ing leather, singing in community choruses or

playing an instrument in a neighborhood orchestra.

Another thing that strikes me forcibly as I look

over this pictorial record of a government recrea-

tion project is the number of gray heads in the

pictures. In order to make this record, a camera

man goes from one to another of the centers main-

tained by adult recreation in nineteen different

sections of the city, and snaps the participants and

the audiences. His pictures show older people

among the actors and registrants. They show a

great many older people in the audiences. A
checker game in one of the game rooms shows an

old man who looks like a retired sea captain, sur-

rounded by a group of solemn-looking young men

who are watching his moves with rapt intensity.

There is another picture of a venerable colored

man whose face would intrigue a Rembrandt with

its fine gentleness and its furrows cut in by the

years. He is making a hooked rug. On inquiry I

find that this old man who attends one of the

crafts centers in the Outer South End is learning

this new art at the age of seventy-five in order

that he may make himself useful in his last years.

In another picture, brought to me recently, is a

group of elderly gentlewomen, whose fineness is

of special Boston type. They are gathered in the

back garden of what was once one of the city's

fashionable residences in the South End now a

settlement house listening intently to a young
lecturer who is evidently making an impression

upon them. The picture tells an affecting story of

the eagerness of these old women to be informed

on modern matters, and of the pleasant way they

are spending an afternoon, with a youthful speaker

bearing to them across the years a message of

timely interest.

In still another picture taken recently in the

English High School Center maintained by the

School Committee Division on the Extended Use

of Public Schools, the audience is sprinkled with

gray-haired men and women who have passed the

meridian of life.

Now, I have been what we term a "recreation

worker" most of my life. I believe heartily in the

philosophy of that great founder of the recrea-

tion movement in America, Joseph Lee, that play

is a necessary part of education.

In all sports programs for boys and girls

launched under proper leadership we try to help

the development of those play faculties which

make better-rounded lives. We encourage play for

the sake of the game itself, for the joy of it and

for the keen pleasure of competition.

We all know that boys and girls must play it

is their birthright and their heritage. But condi-

tions revealed during the last few years have

opened our eyes and our minds to new needs and

new possibilities in a recreation program for

adults. In this city today there are thousands of

men and women who need recreation for the same

reason and to the same degree that boys and girls

need it. How few of us ever stop to think that

the average normal human being is never too old

to play ! Of course I do not mean to play baseball

or football or to take part in rough and tumble

games. But I do mean never too old to go in for

an interest a hobby; never too old to attend a

theater performance, to listen to music, to enjoy

a good discussion or perhaps a timely lecture on

a favorite topic, or to learn new arts and crafts

or develop new manual dexterities.

Under modern conditions people past their early

youth are faced with more leisure and greater op-

portunity for relaxation than our mothers and

fathers would have dreamed possible. Electricity

has turned on the switch and set a new pace for

all of us. Shorter hours of work and the crowded

living conditions of our cities have made it an

obligation of society to provide opportunities for

the employment of the time we now call "our

own."

This need has been recognized and met by the

government and I am here today to tell you some-

thing about the demonstration that has been given

in the City of Boston, under the Adult Recrea-i

tion Project, to prove that society can meet this

need intelligently and that it can do its part to

supplement the commercial forms of recreation

provided by movies, theaters, automobiles, radios i

and those entertainments for which we pay ouri

money.

I wonder how many of you listening in really

know what I mean when I speak of the "Adult

Recreation Project." I wonder how many who do

know about it, and have taken part in its neigh-

borhood entertainments, realize its importance anH

its extent!
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Do yon know, for instance, that under govern-

ment auspices nineteen little theaters have pro-

l

duced to date 500 plays in which all the actors

and actresses have been volunteers living in the

neighborhoods of the theater?
'

Do you happen to know that in fourteen arts

'and crafts centers a total attendance of 107,000

men and women have been taught to "do some-

thing" with their hands and their brains, to de-

i velop creative instincts and manual skills ?

It may be news to learn that every night, in

,some part of the city, clerks and stenographers,

mechanics and lawyers, men and women from all

trades and professions are meeting voluntarily for

rehearsals for community choral events or for

neighborhood orchestra concerts! At the same

time, you will find young and old gathering in halls

and private homes, in branch libraries and settle-

ment houses, wherever space can be found, to

listen to lectures by experts in some field of art,

science or government, or to take part in a local

discussion group under trained leadership where

(topics of current interest are fairly and impartially

threshed out.

Just add to this the picture of twenty-three

reading and game rooms open all day and into the

evening, where adults can put in their leisure

time learning the intricacies of chess from a past
master of the game; studying the proper moves

to make in a close game of checkers; learning

that ping pong is not such

Jan easy game after all, or

j
brushing up on the latest

rules for bridge. When I

tell you that these game
rooms record an attend-

ance of one million since

their opening in Febru-

ary, J 933, you will get

some idea of the need

they have filled in. the

emergency period of de-

pression through which

we have just passed, and
of the need they are still

filling.

At a reading and game
room an expert puts a

"poser" up to the boys
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Now I am going to ask you to use your imagi-
nation still further in forming this picture of free

recreation for the people of the City of Boston.

Picture these little theatres, orchestral and choral

groups, arts and crafts classes, lecture and discus-

sion groups and reading and game rooms as com-

munity affairs conducted for and by the com-

munity. Picture them being locally sponsored by
the recreation division of the local planning com-

mittee, and see them geared to neighborhoods'
needs, to the preferences and peculiarities of their

section.

In other words, you will find that over in

Brighton-Allston they like to put on operas, so

they have managed some Gilbert and Sullivan

nights that have attracted city-wide attention. Out
in Germantown they love a discussion group and

having a good time getting together, somewhat as

our Yankee forebears did at husking bees and

country-store, cracker-barrel, free-for-all forums.

So they put on a community night at their center,

which happens to be a hall, and the local commit-
tees plan the program. The leading actors, sing-

ers, speakers and dancers live so near that they
can walk home after the affair is over.

This is the kind of thing that is happening in an

parts of Boston because the government was far-

visioned and wise enough to realize when the

emergency of unemployment came that men and

(Continued on page 396)



A Traveling Museum

THE
TULSA, OKLAHOMA,

Junior Zoological Society is

building an interesting tra-

veling museum. The first occu-

pant of this unique museum will

be the Barred Owl chosen be-

cause Oklahoma is one of the

few remaining states which does

not give legal protection to any

of the owls and the need for education regarding

this particular bird is great. The display is a case

with a stuffed owl inside placed in a natural back-

ground with painted trees and sky and clouds,

which make the bird seem to be still living. In

front of the owl is glass and the inside of the case

is electrically lighted so that colors, markings and

beauty of the bird may better be seen by the ob-

server. The case has double sides. One of the

side panels can be opened out, forming a display

board on which is the information about the speci-

men in the case. On another side of the case is

information about the whole owl family with

photographs showing all the different owls. For

different grade students a different set of display

cards are placed

on the side fins

of the traveling

museum. In this

way the same
case can be used

for all grades

merely by chang-

ing the informa-

tion card.

It is the plan

of the Junior
Zoological Soci-

ety to have
enough of the

cases to cover

several different

family groups of

birds, as well as

mammals and
even reptiles.
When the plan

has been ex-

panded all types
of science will be

The story of Tulsa's traveling

museum has been taken from an

article by Hugh S. Davis, Di-

rector, Zoological Garden and

Conservation, Tulsa, Oklahoma,
Park Department, which appear-
ed in the March 1937 issue

of Parks and Recreation,

displayed, such as plants, geology,
insects and the conservation of

soil.

The distribution place for all

of the traveling museum cases

will probably be the Tulsa Zo-

ological Garden museum, for it

will be from the material in the

museum that the case displays

will be made up. Such an outlet for the speci-

mens in the museum, it is thought, will be of great

educational value. The displays will be distributed

from the museum, and after study by classes will

be returned and held until another school is ready
for the display.

One of the interesting phases of the project will

be the assistance which the students can provide.

It is planned to furnish the various science class-

rooms with a blank background of papier-mache

curved in such a way that there are no corners,

thus making the painting of scenery appear in the

distance. The students can paint the backgrounds

and assemble the foreground material for a nat-

(Continucd on page 396)
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A Plan for the Improvement of Huron Valley

THE
SMALL rivers of

America for the

most part have

been forgotten by our

lawmakers, as anyone
iwho has read the re-

ports of our water re-

sources commissions,

ipower commissions or even our common water

law must have realized. Yet for every river in

jAmerica the size of the Tennessee, there are

dozens, if not hundreds, of small rivers the size of

the Huron. These small streams are not navigable

ior commercial craft, and they have little value

tor power, but they are pretty evenly distributed

Dver America. Properly developed, they offer
r

acilities for canoeing, fishing, swimming, camp-

ng, picnicking and residence that are accessible

to all our people. Such streams are particularly

mportant for Michigan, which derives so large a

>art of its income from the recreation which it

'vanishes.

The Huron River is easily accessible to more

han two millions of people, with metropolitan

Detroit only twenty miles away from the lower

liver, Toledo but little farther, and Flint only

bout twenty miles from its source.. The people
vho can reach the Huron in a forty minute trip

>ay more than half of the taxes of the state and

nay justly claim a consideration for it that would

ot be warranted in the case of a wilderness river.

The recreational needs of each of these two and

half million people constitute a claim for con-

ideration, and we should

aturally expect that the

luron would be the demon-

tration river of Michigan,
/here the state would show
D the world its considera-

on for the happiness of its

eople. Instead of this, we
ml a river defiled with the

swage of its cities, ob-

tructed with many dumps,
3cks and fallen trees, an

mance of almost total

jeglect.

The Objectives
The objectives I have to

There are vast, unrecognized possibilities

for the reclamation of our rivers for the

recreational uses of the people of America

By HENRY S. CURTIS, Ph.D.

Definite and far-reaching objectives for the

restoring of lost beauties and uses for the

Huron River Valley, Michigan, were agreed

upon and announced by a determined group
of people representing all sections and in-

terests of the Valley at a meeting held at

Ann Arbor on March the fifth. Planners, en-

gineers, industrialists, foresters, geograph-
ers and representatives of State bureaus

pledged their support to make available to

the people in the congested section of

southeastern Michigan a river cleared for

boating, improved for fishing, relieved of

pollution, made beautiful and supplied with

outing facilities along its banks. Extracts are

presented here from the comprehensive re-

port made by Dr. Curtis to the Conference.

present constitute an

outline plan for the

improvement of the

valley. They are not

an engineering plan or

a landscape plan,' but

rather a suggestion of

a master plan of which

they are a part. It is not complete, in that it does

not cover land use or reforestation but only the

more immediate objectives of valley improvement.
These objectives, as I see them, are ten in number.

Removing the Pollution from the Stream. The

first objective should be the removal of the pollu-

tion. No one wishes to swim or fish, boat or pic-

nic, or have a residence on a sewage pool. If the

cities throwing their sewage into a stream were

required to put it in above the city, so that they

would suffer the consequences themselves, our

rivers would soon be cleared, but cities always

throw their sewage in below, so it is the neigh-

bors of these cities who have to suffer. Their

action is a violation of fundamental human rights

and of the common law which says riparian own-

ers have the right to have a stream come to them

undiminished in quantity and unpolluted in quality.

Such public abuse has long been against the sani-

tary law in this state.

The first difficulty is with the law itself, as no

group has at present the adequate staff or au-

thority to carry out its provisions, and the law

does not seem to envision its main problem. It

says that a city may be required to take its sew-

age out of a stream "if it is

found to be injurious to fish

life or to the public health."

Sewage drives all the better

grades of fish out of the

area and reduces the growth

of carp, but it can not be

said to be particularly in-

jurious to the life of this

fish. It is not injurious to

the public health if people

do not use the water, but it

drives away every form of

human activity and de-

preciates the value of

property for miles below,
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far beyond the areas actually reached by the

sewage.

Clearing the Channel for Boating. As the second

objective I would name the clearing of obstruc-

tions from the river. These include some ten or

fifteen dumps, ten barb wire fences, eight or ten

abandoned dams, many rocks, hundreds of stumps

in Barton and Flat Rock Ponds, and at least a

hundred trees that have fallen into the channel, as

well as numerous sandbars and riffles that make

boating difficult and sometimes dangerous.

The Huron has been meandered over most of

its course, and the bed of the stream belongs to

the state. The trees that have fallen into the

channel are probably worth taking out for wood.

The fences across the stream are plainly against

the law. Abandoned dams should go to the state

or at least furnish passage for boats. Stumps are

taken out of modern ponds before the water is

let in.

Our Federal rivers are

placed under the engineers of

the War Department to main-

tain the channel, regulate the

height of bridges and dams,

and provide for the passage of

boats. There should be some

state engineering department

having the same authority over

state rivers as the War De-

partment has over Federal

rivers. Most of the improve-

ments needed would not be particularly expensive

if there were some department with the necessary

equipment which could be moved about from

stream to stream as needed. On the Huron, at

least, a tractor with high and broad wheels could

probably move down the bed of the stream in any

period of low water, gather the rocks into low

dams, which are much needed, remove obstruc-

tions and dredge a narrow channel that would

always be navigable even in the periods of the

lowest water.

Stable Water Levels. The third objective is a

stable water level which is one of the determining
factors in the value of all waterside property.

While a water frontage in the valley under satis-

factory conditions is worth from ten to one hun-

dred times as much as the land back of it, this

excess value does not apply where the water front

of today is the mud flat of tomorrow. With no

state department in charge, this has been left to

local whim or haphazard development. Any group

Recreation workers will without doubt

agree that not nearly enough is being
done to develop the recreational op-

portunities offered by our rivers, and

they will read with much interest the

suggestions made by Dr. Curtis in his

report. Dr. Curtis believes that if

the plan he has suggested were put
into effect on a national basis, the

recreational resources of the United

States would be easily doubled.

of two or more fanners may get up a petition and

drain a marsh or lake or lower a lake level with-

out considering the general effect on the valley

as a whole. A power dam may maintain its water

levels or let the water run out as it pleases.

There are a number of marshes that have been

drained that should not have been. They were

more valuable as the resort of wild life than they

ever will be for the feeble pasturage that they

afford. There are streams flowing through

marshes that might be dammed to make lakes that

will yield a larger return than the marshes are

ever likely to do.

There are a number of lakes in the valley which

have been nearly ruined by drainage ditches that

have lowered the water levels, leaving the true

shore back some distance from the water. In this

way some hundreds of acres of onion land worth

perhaps a hundred dollars an acre have -been

gained, at the expense of a

similar area of resort land

worth a thousand or more dol-

lars an acre. Throughout the

Waterloo area one of the first

problems has been the restor-

ing of these old water levels.

There are a few lakes that are

maintaining their levels by

damming their outlets. There

are a number of others where

a retreating water level is a

serious problem.

The power pools or ponds above the dams have

certain disadvantages as resort areas as compared

with lakes. The greatest disadvantage, in a num-

ber of cases, has been the sewage of the cities.

Then there is the silt that comes down with flood

waters, and the fact that such bodies of water are

new and have no beaches. A still greater disad-

vantage is the popular belief that water levels on

ponds are unreliable, and that the water front of

today is likely to be the mud flat of tomorrow.

This belief, as far as the Huron is concerned, is

built on a misapprehension. As soon as the sew-

age, is taken from the river, sites with permanent

pond levels should be nearly as valuable as sites

on our lakes.

During the low water period of the summer,

there is only water enough to run the smaller

turbine in the power houses from two to font

hours a day. The companies have been consider-

ate in the time that the stream is allowed to run

but when the water is cut off by closing the spil]
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ways, it drives the fish from the river below, and

nakes swimming, boating, camping and picnick-

ng either impossible or unattractive. There are

two possible solutions
; one, to allow the minimum

flow of the river to proceed at all times, or at

east during the daylight hours, and the other to

3uild a series of low dams to keep enough water

n the river to protect its fundamental uses. Such
weirs are especially suggested for Ann Arbor
and Ypsilanti.

Improving the Fishing. The first need is a care-

ful study of the river to find the chemical and

Dxygen content of the water and the temperature
Sn the hottest days both in the stream and in the

ponds at various depths. Such a study should

(determine the kind and amount of food available

|for the bottom-living fish and the fish that are

bltimately dependent on the free floating plank-
ton in the water.

If fish are to be maintained in the sections of

the river below the dams where the bed is well-

nigh bare when the turbines are shut off, there

must be a series of low dams with deep pools to

which the fish may retreat at such times. Wing
dams or deflectors will help by narrowing the cur-

rent and digging deep holes. Taking the rocks

from the channel to build such dams will be a great

advantage to the boating. In places there should be

brush or other cover for concealment and pro-
tection.

The carp is at present the main fish of the

lower river. There is great prejudice against carp,
but caught early from unpolluted waters, it is not

a bad pan fish. It grows rapidly and lives largely

vvater plants. It is the main fish of our colored

fishermen, who often come down in their cars and

spend several days at the riverside, sleeping in

their cars at night and cooking the fish as caught.

As the sewage is cleared from the river, the game
fish will reduce the numbers of carp considerably.

Professor Hubbs is of the opinion that wall-

eyed pike, which is abundant in Ford and Portage

Lakes, could probably be introduced into some of

the other lakes and ponds, and that probably the

rainbow trout might thrive in the upper river and

in other portions, fed largely by springs. A
larger planting of blue gills and small mouthed-

bass is indicated by present conditions.

Of- all the rivers of Michigan the Huron is

surely the place for a fish demonstration. The

Fisheries Institute has its home at the University,

and there are plenty of people nearby to catch the

fish.

Protection of Wild Life. As the fifth objective,

we have the care of the wild life of the valley

which has an unusually large supply and variety

of forms. There are many marshes that might
well be reflooded for muskrats and water fowl,

and beaver might be introduced at certain points.

There is at present a wild goose sanctuary on

Dunham Lake in Oakland County and a water-

fowl sanctuary on Mud Lake in the Waterloo

Project. Three other sanctuaries seem desirable:

one on Four Mile Lake, where the state now owns

about two hundred acres of land that is not being

used, one on the Geddes and Superior Ponds, and

a third in the marshes at the mouth of the Huron.

The Geddes and Superior Ponds have a great

abundance and varietv of bird life. Geddes has
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been made into a sanctuary by the sewage of Ann

Arbor, which has kept every one away. During

the past spring the pond has had for about two

months nearly two thousand wild ducks and five

wild swans. During. the past summer there were

three American egrets on it, and the Superior

Pond had many herons and bittern, grebes, rails,

coots and other marsh birds. With the removal

of the sewage it is to be expected that boats will

begin to appear upon it and it will lose the isola-

tion that has made it a sanctuary. Superior Pond

has been almost completely isolated, but with the

new park development this isolation will be lost.

There are few things that could add more to the

attractiveness of the river than an abundance

of wild life that is tame enough to be observed.

Beautifying the River. In this area, with its vast

population, the river should be almost continu-

ously parked on one or both sides from source to

mouth so that the public would always have ac-

cess to it. The three parks now on the river are

overcrowded, especially on week-ends all through

the summer months. Yet the facilities in these

parks are in a very undeveloped state, and many
factors indicate an increased demand. Among
these factors may be mentioned the new youth

movement, the hostel, the trailer and the thirty or

forty hour week.

The Ann Arbor Garden Club has made a good

beginning at the beautification of the river itself

by planting a water garden of several different va-

rieties and colors of water lilies in a lagoon above

Ann Arbor, and by the proposed planting of

Egyptian and American lotus in the spring. There

are a number of places on the upper river where

such plantings would draw sightseers for miles

around.

There are from ten to fifteen islands in the

river and about an equal number of areas lying

between the railroad and the river which offer an

opportunity, for reforestation or ornamental plant-

ing and the development of camp sites, if an in-

creased use of the river should warrant it.

Along the banks there are many clumps of flow-

ering hawthorn and red bud that are great bou-

quets in the spring, and there are golden rod, joe

pie weed and water lilies that are gorgeous in the

autumn. Along some of the ponds there are weep-

ing willows that are very appealing, and on others

there are pleasing vistas closed by lombardies.

The Edison and Ford Companies have set us a

good example in landscaping of their power house

sites, and it would be easy to suggest ways by

which the shores should be made more beautiful

if the riparian owners would cooperate. There can

be little doubt that the value of shore sites is in

pretty direct proportion to the attractiveness of

the body of water.

A Circular Parkway. The seventh objective is a

circular parkway covering the valleys of the

Huron and the Clinton. This would make the val-

ley both more beautiful and more accessible to the

vast population of the area. Judging from what

has happened elsewhere, the increase in the value

of adjacent property will be greater than the

expense.

Publication of a Guide and Plan of the Valley.

This involves a booklet of about a hundred

pages, with three maps, three auto tours, a canoe

trip the length of the river, a plan for a valley

parkway, some twenty special studies of valley

problems, and many pictures. We believe this

guide will make the valley more interesting to the

people who live in it, that it will bring visitors a:

settlers and increase the value of property.

The plan for the improvement of the valley

not be realized at once. The talks made here to-

day will soon be forgotten, but if the ideals

brought out are put into a permanent form so

that the young people will grow up with them

they are very likely to be realized. Their publica-

tion is necessary to secure the cooperation of the

state and the counties concerned, and it is not un-

likely that some of the land needed will be con-

tributed by public spirited citizens as has already

happened at Ann Arbor.

A Modern Water Code. The ninth objective,

which really includes nearly all of the others, is

the securing of a modern code to care for the

waters of the state. There have been a number

of studies of water resources made by presidential

and state commissions during the last two years.

While they differ widely, nearly all point out that

our water laws are not adjusted to present condi-

tions and do not meet present problems. They

are built mostly on navigation and power, but

there is not a navigable river, in the commercial

sense, in Michigan, and their significance for

power has largely gone.

The present law is in the horse and buggy

stage. It speaks of a river as navigable if it were

used for floating logs in pioneer days. But float-

ing logs have little to do with navigation, and

pioneer days are a poor index of the present state

Vl
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jof Michigan's rivers. The law makes no mention

of recreation except fishing, although recreation

(represents
at least nine-tenths of the use of all of

the waters, and for many people, if summer

I

residents are included, the only use. There is lit-

tle provision in the present law for constructive

I improvement of our streams and lakes.

In the State of Michigan there is quite as-much

ground for a Department of Waters as there is

for a Department of Agriculture. These waters,

(which represent practically the entire resorting

jand tourist trade, yield a far larger return than

does agriculture. Their problems are quite as

varied and difficult. The majority of our river

problems would be comparatively simple if there

were someone in charge with the requisite ma-

chinery to do the work. To attempt to revise or

modify the present law is like building an addi-

tion to a house that is already falling to pieces.

>The problem, which exists not only for Michigan

but for every state, is that of adjusting recrea-

tional facilities to a great new leisure with its

'youth movements, hostels, trailers and love of the

out of doors.

The most satisfactory way to meet this prob-

lem, I believe, would be to create a Department of

Waters in the state government; but the easiest

way would be to enlarge the Department of Con-

servation to cover these new duties. In that case

we must have a new definition of public rights in

regard to our waters, and the addition to the de-

partment of a division of engineers to have the

same control over state waters that army engi-

neers exercise over Federal waters.

A Valley Authority. The tenth objective is the

organization of some sort of regional cooperation

or valley authority. Every river valley is a nat-

ural unit as

opposed to a

county, which

is an artificial

unit. Every
valley has its

own essential

values that

need to be con-

served but
which will not

conserve
themselves.

Such a valley

authority is

found in the Tennessee Valley, and in many of

the valleys of Europe.

The Huron is normally clear with attractive

shores, a naturally beautiful river. It has no great

industries like pulp or sugar mills throwing their

wastes into the stream. Most of the improve-
ments suggested are comparatively inexpensive.

We have a great gift in this beautiful river lying

adjacent to more than two millions of people, and

in what it has to offer.

The following resolutions were passed by the

Conference :

The Huron River Valley, because of its geo-

graphic location and the variety and extent of its

resources, offers exceptional opportunities for

development for the use and enjoyment of a large

urban and rural population and as a demonstration

of the potentialities of small river systems else-

where in Michigan and in other parts of the coun-

try. Such development calls for the formulation

o-f a comprehensive plan for the full and coor-

dinated use of the water, forest, wild life, scenic,

and other recreational facilities of the valley, in-

cluding the construction of a parkway and the

publication of a valley guide, and would be fa-

cilitated by the adoption by the state of a modern

water code.

As definite steps toward the adoption and exe-

cution of a program of this sort, the conference

goes on record as favoring the following action :

i. That the Commission on Highways and

Park Trustees in each of the counties, the State

Highway Commissioner, and the mayors of the

municipalities involved, be asked to improve so

far as possible the sections of the valley within

their jurisdiction, and to cooperate \vith each other

in providing a

loop parkway

through the

H u r o n and

Clinton val-

leys.

2. That the

State Depart-
ment of Con-

servation be

asked to co-

operate in

making the

(Continued on

page 396)



A Recreation Project in Jersey City

ARGEST of all recreation projects in New
| n

Jersey, and one of the largest in the en-

tire nation, is Roosevelt Stadium located

at Jersey City. This immense structure, cost-

ing approximately $3,000,000, embodies all

the latest improvements in stadium engineering.

Its plans were based upon the best points included

in other great stadiums of the country. Its con-

struction provided employment for more than

2,400 relief workers whose wages were paid by

the Works Progress Administration. As part of

the city's physical facilities for recreation, the

stadium will be of substantial assistance in pro-

viding wholesome recreation for its youths.

Roosevelt Stadium is located on the site of the

old Jersey City Airport at Droyer's Point and

overlooks Newark Bay. By means of hydraulic

fill, begun in 1925, the 6o-acre site provides an

ideal foundation of sand and clay, affording the

best possible drainage. Covering an area of eight

and one-half acres, the stadium rests solidly on

1,600 tapered, reinforced concrete piles, 55 feet

long, with a top diameter of 14 inches. In testing

the piles, the required weight of 30 tons were

placed on them and the weight increased by de-

grees at daily intervals until they were bearing a

load of 70 tons. During all this time, the piles

sank but an eighth of an inch.

The Grandstand

The half-oval grandstand building is 60 feet

high with a diameter of 500 feet and a depth of

250. Seats are arranged in two tiers, extending
across the bowl and to a depth of 70 feet. The
first tier, which will hold 13,000, has a founda-

tion of reinforced concrete. The second, contain-

ing 10,000 seats, has a steel foundation.

Because of specially designed truss work and

supporting girders, a clear view of the entire play-

ing field is assured from every seat in the covered

grandstand. The slender columns, five in num-

ber, afford maximum seating capacity. Two
bleacher sections curve along the left and right
field lines with a combined seating capacity of

18,000 or a total of 41,000 for the entire stadium.

The brick perimeter wall, connecting the left

and right field bleacher stands, is 18 feet high and
20 inches thick. If it becomes necessary to en-

large the seating capacity, this wall is constructed

382

its vast new stadium Jersey City claims

e greatest of New Jersey's WPA projects

to carry the burden of three bleacher sections.

These sections will bring the total seating capacity

to 75,000, while for boxing shows or other affairs

where temporary seats may be placed on the field,

the total capacity will be well over 100,000.

Facilities for the press are found on top of the

grandstand, directly behind the home plate. The

press box, 30 feet long, is constructed of a wooden

frame covered with copper. It will accommodate

25 persons. Besides the usual telegraph and tele-

phone connections, there is a booth at one end for

radio broadcasting.

On the second floor of the grandstand is

concourse. Off it is a series of rooms utilized for

lockers, storerooms, men's and women's rooms,

boiler room, emergency lighting, equipment for

telephone system, workshop and phone booths.

Other Facilities

Dimensions of the stadium are 800 x 650 feet.

The baseball field is laid out so that left and right

field walls are 330 feet removed from home plate.

An inner fence incloses the outfield, the center

field pole being 411 feet away. Without the fence,

it-would be impossible for a batter to score a home

run, as the outer wall is far beyond the range of

even the mightiest batters of the present day.
A quarter-mile running track, with 22O-yard

straightaway, circles the baseball field while such;

games as soccer and football may be played on the i

regular turf.

Drainage and Sprinkling

The drainage system and construction of the

field is an interesting story in itself. The field was

excavated to 12 inches below sub-grade. Crushed

rock trenches for the four main drains which run

the length of the field, and smaller intersecting

lines, were laid in addition to the base for the

storm drain which circles the field and ranges in

diameter from 6 to 24 inches. There are two out-

lets from this drain into Newark Bay.
The sprinkling system for the field is a feature

enjoyed by no other baseball park in the country
(Continued on page 397)



You Asked for It!

Question: I am supervisor of dubs and other

group activities at our community center. When
a staff worker says to me, "I'm disgusted. My
group just isn't getting anyzvhere," or a volunteer'

leader announces, "I'm quitting; leading that club

is a -waste of my time and theirs" what can I do

to help these leaders analyse their situations be-

fore they throw up their hands and leave?

Answer: It seems to me there are two ap-

proaches a supervisor may make to a leader who

confronts him with this problem. Before discus-

sing these, however, let's eliminate from discus-

sion those groups that literally have been dragged

into an organization by their necks to participate

in some type of activity that is a special whim of

some worker. These groups are artificial, and are

kept alive only by some sort of a hypodermic in-

jection, such as an inducement of refreshments

every time they get together, or the promise of an

outing, or some other false stimulus. They have

no reason for being, and we'll have to admit, with

their leaders, that they are getting nowhere. This

leaves for our discussion then, only those groups
that have come together naturally because of some

shared interest, and, consequently, under proper

leadership ought to be able to gain some definite

values from a group experience.

The first approach, and the simpler one, is to

those leaders who surprise a supervisor when they

announce that they're not accomplishing anything
with their group. The element of surprise lies in

the fact that the supervisor has noted definite in-

dividual growth among the members of the group
from the time they began their group experience.

His approach to this leader is to attempt to dis-

cover the leader's idea of group success. Very
often he asks, "What is your idea of a successful

group?" Or, "Where do you expect your group
to arrive in order to prove they are gaining from

their group experience?" Too many times, a

leader's answers to these questions indicate that

to him a group is successful

only when it is constantly hav-

ing parties, picnics, putting on

plays, turning out successful

athletic teams, winning trophies,

building up an enormous mem-

bership, turning out a newspa-

per, etc. To him success is

The Important question regarding

leadership which has been raised

is answered by Sidney J. Linden-

berg, Director, Boys' and Men's

Work, Neighborhood Center, Phila-

delphia. Mr. Lindenberg is the au-

thor of a number of articles which

have appeared in RECREATION.

marked by statistics which will permit him to

say at the end of a season, "My group had four-

teen parties, three picnics, published ten newspa-
pers, won a basketball championship, or more than

doubled its membership." To him success is mere
surface accomplishment which will impress masses.

I do not aim to discount activities which a group
might carry out. There is real value in activities

when they are helping to develop social beings
who can think for themselves, make sound evalua-

tions, speak for themselves, and realize that there

is soundness to the democratic process when it is

truly democratic. These are the things that will

mark advancement, accomplishment and success

for a group rather than the actual activities. Con-

sequently, the approach to this leader is to give
him a better understanding of the intangible

values that his group should be gaining from their

experiences, for these are the criteria by which he

should decide his group's accomplishments.
What are some of these intangible values? If

a "bully" who is a member of a group learns that

the end result through cooperating with others is

much more worth while than what he gains

through having others fear him, something of

value has been gained. If a shy boy or girl loses

timidity, that is accomplishment. If a group of

adolescents gets up enough courage to have a first

party with members of the opposite sex, and car-

ries through this party with real respect for each

other, that is worth while. When a group learns

to respect the student or craftsman or artist or

musician among its number, as well as the ath-

letic hero, that is attainment. A desire for in-

creased knowledge of civic affairs, an indication

of growth of vision through wanting to be of ser-

vice to a center, a neighborhood, a community; a

more sympathetic understanding of a cultural lag

between boys and girls of this generation and

their parents of an older generation and often of

a different culture; an indication of ambition, a

desire to get ahead, and an ask-

ing for guidance all these

things, and many more of the

same nature, are examples of

values by which a leader may
judge whether his group is get-

ting anywhere. These intangible

things which do not stand out
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as actual group activities are marks of success. A
leader who gains this understanding of accom-

plishment through group experience will soon

realize that activities are merely a means to an end

rather than an end in themselves. It may be said,

then, that the approach to the leader Who is get-

ting somewhere with his club or class but doesn't

realize it, is to help him to a clearer understanding

of what he is trying to do.

But now we come to a more difficult problem

that of the leader with whom a supervisor is in

complete accord when he says *hat his group is

getting nowhere! True enough, there are in-

stances, and many of them, when the trouble lies

within the group. Far more often, however, the

trouble lies within the leader. Consequently, the

approach to this leader is not, "What's the matter

with your group?" but "What's the matter with

you ?" This situation demands skill, tact, and un-

derstanding for a supervisor must get this leader

to a point where he will analyze his own qualities,

recognize his faults and show a willingness to do

something about them. Here the supervisor must

realize that the leader himself has to reach a stage

of personal development where he will not ration-

alize his mistakes, but will admit them, and try to

correct them. No supervisor can work out a lead-

er's problems for him. He must get the leader to

the point of working them out for himself.

Here are some examples of underlying causes

of failure with individuals, as well as groups,

which have come to light when leaders had ana-

lyzed their own methods, and which I feel can be

corrected only through the approach mentioned.

There are those leaders who say to a super-

visor, "I've had my group for several months. I've

suggested all kinds of things to them. I told them

they ought to have a party, but they didn't agree.

I've asked them to turn in material for a club

journal, but only one boy brought anything. I

spent twenty minutes each meeting for two months

telling them about current events, but they never

even asked a question." This type of leader goes

on at great length telling about what he has tried

to make the boys do, but without success. He is

the type of immature individual who tries to force

his will upon others. He has never learned that

leaders in group work should not be dictators.

His supervisor recognizes his trouble, but a mere

explanation to this leader will not make him feel

the supervisor is right, and so change him over-

night. This leader must reach the point where he

can see for himself wherein he is at fault, hon-

estly believe that he is at fault, and then work

through his difficulty in his own way, rather than

according to a pattern which the supervisor sets up.

Only in this way can the supervisor help the

leader who is handling young adults or adoles-

cents as if they were children. This is the leader

who gets great fun out of teasing the boy who is

trying to make an impression on certain girls, or

the girl who wants to please certain boys. He at-

tempts to mete out punishments on certain of-

fenders against discipline that are practically

"spankings," instead of talking things out privately

on the basis of an adult talking to a grown-up or

soon-to-be adult. He criticizes harshly. He threat-

ens disaster. He runs to parents. In other words,

he treats a grown-up much as teacher we

handle a child.

Still another common abuse practiced by

leaders in which the supervisor must use the tec

nique of having the leader meet his own short-

comings, is the situation presented by the leader

who sincerely believes he is being part of his

group and working jointly with them in every-

thing, but who is working against them, in actu-

ality, to the best of his ability and powers of

argumentation. The group would like to do cer-

tain types of crafts, but the leader has no capa-

bilities along these lines, and is not willing to

admit it. He argues that those boys who want to

do crafts ought not to use club time, but ought to

do their work on the outside
;
or that it would be

too big a drain on the club treasury. The group

would like to hike, but he doesn't like to hike, so

he argues, and, of course, the boys don't hike.

This is the leader who usually carries around all

sorts of bibliographies on all kinds of subjects,

but never gets past the title of some book on his

list. He is the leader who will not call in outsiders

to help the boys do things in which they are in-

terested, because he never will take the trouble to

find out if he can get such persons to come in.

Certainly no supervisor could change this person

by merely explaining that he is not using proper

methods and ought to change them. Before any

change can take place, this leader must begin to

doubt his methods, then really doubt them, then

admit his faults, and finally work his own way

through to some solution.

Another type of leader who gets nowhere is

the one who takes up more than half of a group's

time talking. He feels it necessary to talk after

each club member has spoken, either answering

(Continued on page 398)



WORLD AT PLAY

THE ninety-five year
From Court House to ,

,

old court house of
Club Center ^r -D /-

I Van Buren County at

Paw Paw, Michigan,

which has been in shabby retirement over thirty

years, is now housing the Paw Paw Athletic Club.

The village fathers, approached by a representa-

tive of the Kiwanis Club were willing to lease the

property to the club for a dollar a year. The

Kiwanis Club appropriated $200 and the Athletic

Club members, limited to individuals between sev-

enteen and thirty-five years of age, raised an ad-

ditional $100. The village gave lighting fixtures

and donated the labor of village employees. Elec-

itricians donated their services to install electric

Alight and village donations provided books, maga-

zines, a phonograph, piano, radio and games. To-

day the court house is equipped with three ping

jpong tables, a game room and a reading room. A
new hardwood floor on the second floor, the work

[on which was done largely by club members, pro-

vides an excellent dance floor, a space for hand-

ball and volley ball courts, shuffleboard and a

Ismail basketball court. The club is open daily

from 3:00 P.M. to midnight, and on Saturdays

and Sundays from noon until midnight. It has

I zoo active members who pay dues of $2.00 a year

jand 75 associate members, business men interested

in the project, who pay $1.00 a year.

In Commemoration of

the Coronation

THE Coronation
Planning Committee

of Great Britain has

initiated a nation-wide

movement "for the beautification of our country

and the improvement of its amenities, in com-

memoration of the Coronation." To achieve this

purpose the committee will seek to unite in a com-

mon effort all the societies and experts best quali-

fied to assist, and will publish a series of pamph-
lets dealing with the various aspects of planning

and planting.

In the Children's

Traffic Court

UNIQUE among ed-

ucational measures de-

signed to promote
safety is the traffic

court of the Junior Safety Council of Hamtramck,

Michigan, where no child of school age has been

killed in over five years. The court system, which

operates through the cooperation of the Police

Department and the school authorities, has twelve

jurisdictions, one for each of the twelve public

and parochial schools, and twelve judges with as-

sistants> all of them public school pupils and mem-
bers of the Junior Safety Council. Jaywalking,

disobedience, hitching on motor vehicles and reck-

less walking are offenses for which written sum-

monses are issued on complaint made by patrol

members. At the next weekly session of the court

the offender faces his accuser, court attendants,

witnesses and His Honor, the judge, in a court

room crowded with youthful spectators. When
the case has been heard the judge, after a heart-

to-heart talk, passes sentence. In most instances

the penalty takes the form of an added duty or

the temporary withdrawal of a privilege. The

most serious penalty is for a boy or girl to be

temporarily barred from the schools' recreation

grounds.

_,. ,_,, . THE five o clock
Five o Clock Tea Gives ,,

golf movement pro-Way to Golf . .

moted by the Cincin-

nati, Ohio, Public Rec-

reation Commission bids fair to become more

popular than five o'clock tea with many residents !

The reduced prices for play after five o'clock at

Avon Fields has led to a 50 per cent increase in

play at that time of the day. The Commission re-

ports a 300 per cent increase in tennis facilities

since 1932 when there were only thirty courts.

Some Stars of

Tomorrow

"A success in every

sense of the word" was

the general opinion of

the more than 2,000

St. Paulites who attended the debut of the city's

playground junior symphony orchestra directed

by Frank Zdarsky, musical director for radio sta-

tion WTCN and well known in the Northwest for

his achievements in the symphonic field. The

group is composed of sixty-five boys and girls

from ten to sixteen years of age. Orchestral

music played at the debut was interspersed with

dancing and marching in the beautiful setting rep-

resenting a royal court. One feature of the per-

formance was a twelve piece Russian string orches-
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tra which played native folk songs. The produc-

tion was arranged by Mrs. Lorayne Palarine, di-

rector of music for the Playgrounds Department,

assisted by two staff workers. The orchestra is

an outgrowth of the playgrounds' Artists Club

whose program of radio broadcasts aroused much

interest.

Pittsburgh's Mammoth Swimming Pool

With the opening of the North Park pool, Pitts-

burgh district residents will enjoy one of the

country's largest swimming pools. The pool, which

accommodates 10,000 bathers, was formally dedi-

cated on July 5th. It was built jointly by Alle-

gheny County and the PWA.

A School Athletic Field in a Small Com-

munity One of the most modernly equipped
athletic fields in New York State has been con-

structed by WPA in the town of Newstead. The

school is situated almost in the heart of the vil-

lage of Akron. The athletic field provides recrea-

tion facilities not only for Akron pupils but for

children residing in five other small hamlets. More
than 1,100 pupils, including 350 Indian boys and

girls from the near-by Tonawanda reservation,

attend the school. The athletic field project is

costing in the neighborhood of $16,500, of which

the federal government contributed approximately

$12,000. So striking is the field with its magnifi-

cent shrubbery and foliage that it resembles more

the private recreational ground of a large estate

than the playground of the ordinary public school.

The land occupied by the school and athletic field

covers 17 acres. A regulation football field with

concrete bleachers, a regulation baseball diamond
with bleachers, tennis courts, basketball courts,

and a fenced off section containing equipment for

gymnastics for the younger pupils are included.

Behind the two fields is a two acre park.

New Legislation in New Jersey The state

legislature of New Jersey at its recent session

passed a law placing the supervision of all swim-

ming pools and inland bathing areas under the

jurisdiction of the State Board of Health.

A Hiking Club The St. Paul Municipal
Hiking Club has a paid membership of sixty-

eight men and women. The program consists of

an average of three hikes a week, the Tuesday
evening hikes averaging three and half miles, the

Saturday afternoon hikes, five miles and the Sun-

day afternoon hike, six miles. In other words,

three hikes a week or fourteen and a half miles;

twelve hikes a month or fifty-eight miles of walk-

ing are offered to members. Of course the same

people do not hike every time, but a good hiker

averages five hikes, or approximately twenty-five

miles a month.

Two or three hiking dates a month are given

over to special activities such as sleigh rides, danc-

ing, swimming, skating, tobogganing and card

parties in season. In addition to offering congen-

ial fellowship at reasonable cost for those who

turn to the out-of-doors for healthful and pleas-

urable recreation, the club adds to the educational

background of the individual, for the hikes are

planned for their civic and educational interest as

well as for their scenic beauty. The club also of-

fers an opportunity for "belonging" to persons

who haven't the time, money, or perhaps the in-

clination, to join other social or fraterns

ganizations.

lal or-

Budget Increases For the coming year the

Recreation Department of San Francisco, Cali-

fornia, will have an increase in its budget through

the increase in the millage from 7 to 7^2 mills

for recreation purposes. Jacksonville, Florida,

will have $40,000 more for public recreation as

the result of the referendum vote increasing the

local recreation levy.

Camps for Citizenship Under the Works

Progress Administration of West Virginia, under-

privileged, abandoned and delinquent children are

given the opportunity for camp life in camps

operated by the State Welfare Department in co-

operation with WPA. After a period in camp the

welfare agencies find desirable permanent homes

for these children. Through three centers young

girls irom poor families are given training in the

art of housekeeping and are aided in finding pri-

vate employment. One hundred girls from pool

families in the coal fields are receiving training ir

civic leadership, household arts and charactei

building at a camp school conducted by the NYA

Developments in Cedar Rapids, Iowa Th<

Cedar Rapids Playground Commission last sum

mer continued its program of children's gardens:

A special worker was employed for four month::

to supervise the gardens at ten locations in th<l

city. At the end of the season the children wh<

had taken part in the activity throughout the en
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ire summer were entertained at an outing. The

Commission cooperated with the Community

Souse in conducting a day camp one day each

,eek at a farm five miles from the city. Trans-

ortation was provided by the Commission and

ic Community House furnished part of the

incheon. The cost was approximately one dollar

piece for each child.

Bicycle Trips in Akron During 1936 the

)epartment of Recreation of Akron, Ohio, spon-

ged three bicycle trips. Boys and girls and

dults with their bicycles and lunches were taken

n a train to destinations outside the city. They

Dde back to Akron through the country making

;iort stops for luncheon and rest. As a safety

recaution all state roads were patrolled by state

olice.

High School Pools Opened in Chicago

>uring July and August the Board of Education

f Chicago, Illinois, made available for the free

fee of young people from ten to eighteen years

f age. the swimming pools of nineteen high

rhools. The Board paid the expense of providing

pee soap and towels and the tempering of the

rater, and furnished the services of a physical

ducation teacher at each school to have charge of

ttivities between 12:00 and 4:00 p. M. This was

je first time the Chicago schools have been open-

i for such use since the community centers were

osed a number of years ago. The Committee of

tie Recreation Commission on the Wider Use of

ne School Plant, Lea D. Taylor of the Chicago

;ommons, chairman, is working to promote fur-

icr recreational activities by the Board of Edu-

ition.

The "Neversink News" Playground papers
id magazines are flourishing everywhere. Re-

entry the Neversink News, which is issued by the

aygrounds of Reading, Pennsylvania, made its

>pearance. It is a single mimeographed sheet

;hich is sold at one cent. It announces coming

vents, such as breakfast hikes, paddle tennis tour-

iments, play nights, folk dancing events and

ory-telling contests. A particularly novel event

ivertised was a floating party. Participants were

rged to bring corks, peanut shells or anything
lat will float. From these boats, fish and swans
ere made and all kinds of races held.

^
Do your playgrounds have a paper?

mi
SPORTS EQUIPMENT

For Playground and
Recreational Departments

Complete Line or

Equipment for all Sports

CATALOG
Sent on Request

Elizabeth Dedicates Brophy Field On July
ist the Recreation Commission of Elizabeth, New
Jersey, dedicated Brophy Field, a play area named
in honor of Mayor Brophy who has done much to

promote the local recreation movement. The area,

approximately five acres in size, is located in a

section in which the predominating nationalities

are Portugese and Italian. The field contains a

shelter house of colonial architecture with a large
center room and fireplace for all-year use. There
are lavatories, a storeroom, and an office for the

director. The shelter house was a WPA project
toward which the city contributed $3,200.
On the area are two excellent green colored,

cold top tennis courts and two handball courts.

The backstops for the tennis courts are stripped
cedar poles instead of galvanized iron pipe. Other
facilities are regulation horseshoe courts, an ex-

ceptionally large softball diamond, and a children's

playground.

Recreation Through WPA A report from
the Works Progress Administration at Washing-
ton states that this summer millions of people
found relief from the summer heat in swimming
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A Health -
Building Game

for Old and Young
Pitching Horseshoes is muscle-building rec-

reation that appeals to all types of people.
Install a few courts on your grounds, organ-
ize a horseshoe club, schedule a tournament.
Write for free booklets on club organiza-

tion, tournament play. etc.

Diamond Official Shoes and accessories

are the choice of professionals and ama-

teurs alike. It's economy to purchase

equipment with the longest life.

CALK HORSESHOE CO.
4610 Grand Avenue Duluth, Minn.

Makers of DIAMOND Official Pitching Shoes

pools, parks, playgrounds and other recreational

facilities provided by project workers of the

WPA through public improvement representing

nearly $500,000,000, with the cooperation of local

governmental agencies. According to Adminis-

trator Harry Hopkins, more than 11,000 indi-

vidual recreational projects have been launched.

In carrying out this construction employment has

been provided for more than 200,000 needy per-

sons. The report lists 348 swimming pools, 81

bathing beaches, 3,305 playgrounds and athletic

fields, 3,594 parks, 2,301 social and recreational

buildings, and 1,515 other recreational facilities.

A Boys' Club in Wilkes-Barre Under the

auspices of the Playground and Recreation As-

sociation of Wyoming Valley and at the sugges-

tion of Mayor Loveland of Wilkes-Barre, Penn-

sylvania, in January 1937 the Anchor Boys' Club

was organized. There are seventy-five boys in the

club and their headquarters is a garage in a con-

gested area. The WPA of Luzerne County sup-

plies the services of a director, a boxing instructor

and a carpenter. The club is issuing a paper nam-

ed The Lighthouse and here the doings of the

club are recorded.

Water Polo in Portland Water polo teams

were a new addition to the swimming tank activi-

ties conducted last summer under the auspices of

the Portland, Oregon, Bureau of Parks. Several

of the pools organized teams and held a tourna-

ment. The opening three weeks of the swimming

pools were devoted to a learn-to-swim campaign
conducted by all seven of the city's free tanks.

An average of 1,000 persons each day received in-

struction under the leadership of the Bureau of

Parks.

All-Playground Days in Portland

summer a number of all-playground days were

held in Portland, Oregon. First came the girls'

folk festival, followed by the boys' sports carni-

val taking the form of a junior Olympics. There

was a girls' sports day at which play-offs in

handball, volley ball and softball took place. Other

popular events were a "swimathon" for winners

in the local tank meets for city championships and

a playground circus put on by the boys.

Happenings on the Portland Playgroun
Softball led last summer in the number of par-

ticipants in playground activities in Portland, Ore-

gon, with ninety men's teams, ninety-nine junior

and boys' teams, and nine women's and ten girls'

teams. Three fields were lighted for night play.

Tennis, too, is a popular activity and last summer

a tennis league was organized with players en-

tered from all playgrounds. The city has fifty-

seven tennis courts, sixteen of which are lighted.

In the handcraft classes for boys many games
were made during the season for home and play-

ground use. Table games led in popularity. The

girls' and women's classes made carved plaster of

Paris plaques and trays of ply wood, painted and

finished with rope or reed.

The "Architectural Record" Promotes Rec-

reation "Building Types" is the title of a re-

print from the Architectural Record which is

focused on community recreation. The editors

have taken from various issues of the Record ma-

terial having to do with recreation and brought it

together in a pamphlet for free distribution to

selected individuals interested in recreation. There

are articles on "Planning fof Recreation," by

George D. Butler
;
"The Architecture of Leisure,"

by Oscar Fisher; "Requirements for Communu-
V
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ties"; "Demonstration Parks in the Tennessee

iValley," by Earle S. Draper; "Sports-Plans and

Equipment" (Working Drawings) ; "Surfacing

Play Areas"; "Floodlighting for Sports," and

'Leisure Demands More Recreational Facilities,"

>y L. Seth Schnitman. There is also a bibli-

ography en Leisure and Its Significance. This

practical publication has been issued by the F. W.

Dodge Corporation, New York City.

Picnics for Detroit Children Last summer

the Kiwanis Clubs of Detroit, Michigan, in co-

operation with the Department of Recreation,

continued their program of picnics for the under-

privileged children. All the Kiwanis Clubs of the

city contributed to this day picnic fund which

meets the expenses of busses to transport the

children four days a week to and from Belle Isle

Park, of luncheons and other items. The Recre-

ation Department assigned one of its regular staff

members and two WPA recreation leaders to

lake charge of the event. The children are all

[taken
from the poorer sections of the city and

ttheir names are suggested by the Department of

(Public Welfare and other relief agencies.

The picnickers assemble at 8 45 A. M., are taken

p Belle Isle Park and return to the meeting sta-

tions at 4:30 P. M. During the day they enjoy a

program of games, swimming and activities of

various kinds.

Dancing in Peoria Parks Free dancing was

provided last summer one evening a week in one

of the parks of Peoria, Illinois. Through this

method dances were held in each park two or

three times during the summer. Canvas was

spread on the ground for dancing at parks where

pavilions were not available.

Disused Churchyards As Playgrounds The

July 1937 issue of Playing Fields, the organ of the

'National Playing Fields Association of Great Bri-

tain, reports that the Chancellor of London, sit-

ting in the London Consistory Court, has allowed

an application of the London County Council and

the Rector and Church wardens of the Parish of

St. Dunstan's, Stepney, to fence off and utilize

part of the disused churchyard attached to the

church for use as a children's playground and

gymnasium. "In congested areas," states the ar-

iticle telling of the action, "the long disused burial

grounds might often with advantage be laid out

as Open Spaces ; in London proper in view of the

GOOD

. . . That's the first rule of sportsmanship ... of all

play; good clean fun, clean air, and a good clean place
to play.

But air laden with dust is not clean air, and an athletic

field, a tennis court, or a baseball diamond that is thick

with dust stirred up by the wind or running feet is not a

clean place to play.

Solvay Calcium Chloride binds the surfaces of play
areas through its compacting action. It does away with

dust entirely reduces the danger of infection through
dust cuts sunglare to a minimum prevents surface

cracking and weed growth gives a clean place to play,

all at a cost so low that it hardly affects the budget.

Solvay Calcium Chloride, for many years, has been

used by leading schools, universities, athletic associa-

tions. It is a clean, odorless and harmless material that

is easy to apply by hand or spreader just as it comes

from the package (in small white flakes). It does not

affect tennis balls, tennis shoes or other athletic equip-
ment. Complete information will be sent upon request.

SOLVAY SALES CORPORATION
Alkalies and Chemical Products Manufactured by

The Solvay Process Company

40 RECTOR STREET NEW YORK

SOLVAVTRADE MARK REG. U. S. PAT. OFF.

Calcium Chloride
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Swimming Pool Data and

Reference Annual
(1937 Edition. Vol. V)

$3.00 Prepaid

192 pages filled with a vast

assortment of informative

material for those interested

in swimming pools in any way.

EARL K. COLLINS, Editor

404 Fourth Avenue New York, N. Y.

Make all checks, money orders, etc.,

payable to Earl K. Collins

Chancellor's decision they may now also be uti-

lized as sites for children's play centers for which

there is an insistent demand in order to keep the

children relatively safe from the increasing perils

of the roads. Nowadays public opinion is not

likely to be outraged by the conversion of what

are often the untidy and neglected sites of former

cemeteries into spaces intended to bring into the

drab lives of the little children some measure of

innocent enjoyment."

Developing High School Grounds Fifteen

acres of ground surrounding the high school now
under construction for the Madeira School Dis-

trict at Madeira, Ohio, are being landscaped as a

recreational park for educational and recreational

activities. One of the principal features of the

plan is an outdoor theater on a naturally wooded

hillside where the audience will be separated from

the stage by a moat created through a series of

check dams. Trails and bridges will be laid

throughout the grounds and an artificial pond for

ice skating will be constructed. A botanical gar-

den, nature trail and arboretum will provide op-

portunity for botany classes to study plants in

their natural habitat. Included in the plans are

also a baseball diamond, tennis courts, handball

courts, a quarter-mile cinder track and picnic areas

with shelter houses and fireplaces. From The

Nation's Schools.

Tree Planting The March issue of Our

Parks, published by the Union County, New Jer-

sey, Park Commission, urges the planting of a

memorial tree or a grove of trees as a fitting way

of participating in the sesquicentennial observance

of the adoption of the Constitution; of the United

States. In 1932, thirty Union County organiza-

tions participated in the first community tree plant-

ing in the United States during the George Wash-

ington bicentennial celebration by planting a grove

of oak trees in Warinanco Park.

Recreation in Nebraska A bill has been in-

troduced in the Nebraska legislature which would

allow communities, by a referendum vote, a levy

up to a quarter of a mill for a public recreation

fund to be spent by a joint committee from the

city government and the Board of Education.

A National Folk Festival The rich heritage

of America was seen and heard at Orchestra Hall,

Chicago, when from May 22-28 hundreds of

groups and thousands of individuals took part in

the Fourth Annual National Folk Festival held

under the auspices of the Adult Education Coun-

cil. Dr. Phillip L. Seman, General Director of the

Jewish People's Institute, was chairman of the

Citizens' Committee and Sarah Gertrude Knott

was director. The program included the presen-

tation of folk music, folk plays, folk dances,

legends and superstitions. Ballads, folk songs, sea

chanteys, river songs, Indian songs, spirituals,

performances on instruments of all kinds and in-

strumental presentations by groups were heard

every day during this unique program. There

were exhibits of the distinctly American arts and

crafts still being made in numerous parts of the

United States. Weaving, sewing and other folk

arts and crafts were demonstrated.

Recreation and the Social Integration

of the Individual
(Continued from page 342)

For the law only a beginning has been made

but even here there is increasing interest in the

delinquent rather than the delinquency in the

criminal rather than the crime.

This evidence of an emerging interest in what
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the whole social structure means to and does to

the individual appears at every hand. If we move

toward an individual-centered culture it will be

but slowly. I discuss its possibility this evening

because for me it holds the only hope that recrea-

tion and social integration can develop together.

One more word as to an individual-centered

culture. It is not a culture of chaos and anarchy.
i The children of the fifth grade in school may be

just as regimented as they ever were in the most

properly traditional of any school of the past. My
point is that if this is to be true, it will be because

this has been found to be what the personality

at that time needs to experience not because the

school needs to have quiet and well-behaved pu-

pils. We may go back to as orthodox a set of be-

liefs as we have ever had, but unless I am very
much mistaken this will be because the individual

must have that sort of experience it will not be

because that is what God needs but because that

is what people need.

Recreation and Social Integration

Now I think that I am ready to try to bring to-

gether recreation and social integration. Society
will make an effort to develop integration. It has

always done so and necessarily, because people
need to have this scale upon which they can meas-

ure all that they are and do. Indeed I feel very
sure that much of what you see in Germany, Italy

and Russia is this panicky rush to the safety of a

highly integrated culture. In a state-centered cul-

ture there is a sort of common coin of meaning

j
just as in trade you have a universal measure of

i value in gold or silver or other coin.

Now it lies very much in your hands and in

the hands of a very few other groups such as

yours as to whether the social integration towards

which America moves will be on the basis of the

individual's needs and growth, or on the basis of

the strength of some, social institution.

Choose which you wish :

You can develop the attitudes of people or set

down upon them ever more highly polished tech-

niques. The latter is more inviting because it

involves organization and the structure of an in-

stitution. In the former, however, lies the only

lasting sort of individual development.
You can give to people something of the rich-

ness that comes in doing things or you can sell

your program to society in the form of "results."

Society will pay you well for results because it is

of this stuff that it: builds its own integrations.

GET IN ON

Kids love BOWS and ARROWS
Low Equipment Cost

For Individual, Team or Everybody Around
No Age, Sex or Physical Handicaps

Write for Catalog "R"

THE BEACON HILL CRAFTSMEN]
Manufacturers

BEACON, N. Y.

You can develop the rhythms of persons or you
can follow the path of history towards disinte-

grating people through imposing rhythms upon
them. Once more the invitation and indeed the

imperious call of those in power, of those who

employ you, is that of imposing rhythms. Social

integration around any other core of meaning
than that of an individual-centered core I am quite

sure is not lasting, but it rings of those things

which those in power want and need.

You can build your organizations and set up

your games and activities so that here again

America can escape into reality. The other side of

the picture is difficult and has in it only long hard

work and little reward. You do not stand at a

crossroads, your choice here is not one just for

I 937- The struggle against social integration, the

struggle against results, the struggle against

measuring everything by what we make rather

than by what we are this is a struggle of the

next 10 and 20 and 30 years.

To give up this side to choose as America

would want you to choose to build ever more

magnificent programs of recreation all of this

will bring you rewards in the coin of the realm

and bring these rewards plentifully because one

of the great fads and cries today is for "recrea-

tion." But it will be, just the same, selling your

birthright for a mess of pottage.

For a Hallowe'en Carnival
(Continued from page 344)

3. Feed the Cat. Cut a hole in a large carton to

make the mouth of a cat, and with crayon paint or

paper fix the box up to resemble a cat's head.

Toss bean bags from a distance.
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Edward E. Loomis

In 1916 Edward E. Loomis first became a di-

rector of the National Recreation Association.

Mr. Loomis came into the work at the request of

his personal friend, Henry P. Davison, then Vice-

President of the Association.

From that time on Mr. Loomis placed his

knowledge of investments, his knowledge of men,
his experience in public affairs at the disposal of

the Association and was generous in his use of

time for the society. For many years he served

as a member of the Investment Committee. He
was courageous and outspoken, loyal and always

ready to give his best thought to the problems of

the movement he had agreed to serve. In the

passing of Mr. Loomis the Association has lost a

devoted friend.

4. Witch Hunting. Dress up ten pins or soda

bottles to resemble witches. Toss rubber jar rings
at them. A "ringer" is a caught witch.

5. Pumpkin Snap. On a table chalk out a score-

board like that of a shuffleboard court. With the

thumb and forefinger snap discs (checker size)

cut from a broom handle and painted orange, at

the Scoreboard.

6. Casting Spells. Throw suction darts at a board

decorated with various fortunes. Each fortune

may be numbered and keyed out on a card; the

better the fortune, the higher the number. Let

each cast his own spell for himself.

7. Pumpkin Bounce. Bounce a jack ball into a muf-

fin tin set tilted up a little and braced with books

against the wall. There is a numbered orange

pumpkin in the bottom of each pocket. Let each

person bounce three balls.

"Love Potion"

A love potion -is sold at the refreshment booth

where, for a special gold piece of money, a "vial"

of punch or coffee may be had. Perhaps the

wedding ring (doughnut) goes with it, perhaps

not, depending on the treasury.

The Witching Hour
When the time arrives for the party to cor

an end, someone crows like a cock, as loudl)

he can, and all the "concessionaires" start

mournful howling and close up shop, for all good

ghosts and Hallowe'en spirits must fly when dawn

comes and the cock crows.

Bibliography

Fun for Hallowe'en $ .25

Contains a party, ghost story and two skits.

Hallowe'en Gambols by Marion Holbrook $ .10

A short play in which Mephistopheles, ghosts, goblins,

Jack o'Lanterns and witches order an International

Dance Festival for their entertainment.

We Celebrate Hallowe'en $ .25

A party in the September, 1936, issue of RECREATION.

Progressive Games $ .25

Games for Progressive Parties.

Parties for Special Days of the Year, by Ethel Bowers,
One of the parties outlined is for Hallowe'en $ .50

NOTE : All the material listed may be secured from the

National Recreation Association.

Time to Kill

(Continued from page 348)

gist and politician to get together and distribute

our work and leisure equitably, and supply our

workers with a greater measure of security and

better wages, we should begin to think and plan

for the leisure which will be ours tomorrow. Lei-

sure is the best part of life. Our workers who

are now becoming the recipients of its bounties

need communal guidance. We dare not fail them.'

Developing Clubs in Community
Centers

(Continued from page 355)

prove helpful to the club leader. Any one, or a

combination of a number of them used as a

weekly highlight should prove interesting and

challenging. This is only suggestive.
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Puzzles and Problems. A crossword or jig saw

puzzle will often occupy several boys on this pro-

iject. Magic and tricks are also fascinating to

boys. There are stores supplying this material.

Quiet Games played around a table.

alks by

Club leader, member, or an outsider, on

travel, sights seen during vacation, etc.

Specialists such as engineers, bankers, police-

men, firemen, teachers or lawyers. Allow

for plenty of discussion and opportunities

for questions. Care must be taken to invite

only those people who can cram in plenty of

stories, incidents and humor.

An athlete or coach to talk on the sport in

which he is most interested.

d. Boys, on something interesting seen during
the week or found in newspaper articles.

Debates. Subjects generally suggested by the

boys and those chosen which are within the range
of their understanding and interest. These debates

may be held within club or club against club.

Stories. They may be told by the leader or an

Outsider, but always by someone who knows how

jto
tell a story. A story may be told up to the

(climax and then each boy allowed to finish it in

his own way. The story has been used as the in-

troduction to dramatics. (Story dramatization.)
The telling of personal adventure stories is inter-

esting.

Dramatics. Short dramatic sketches and imper-
sonations copied from stunts at camp or from a

Dook, charades, spontaneous and improvised ma-
terial are suggested.

Songs.

Poetry and Club Newspaper. Original poems
md limericks. Some boys are clever in making
ip original poems about their club, about indi-

vidual members, or about incidents known to all.

Parodies come very easily to many boys. This

jnay be used as part of the music program. All

:his can be the start of a club publication.

Hobbies, Collections and Exhibits of these for

Barents. These are sometimes carried on by the

mtire group in the establishment of a "museum"
>r "gallery" of pictures or autographs; or they

nay be pursued by individuals in activities such
is stamps or coin collecting.

Stunts. Physical activities are always interesting
o boys.

I

I

Books.

Small Group Games.

Programs commemorating our national holidays.

Trips to places of interest in the city.

Parties and Socials such as father and son ban-

quets, mother and daughter banquets and par-

ents' night.

Club Rallies where every club has an oppor-

tunity to contribute toward the evening's program.

The Square Dance A Social

Recreation Aid
(Continued from page 363)

"Had couple out to the right and circle four."

Head couple lead out to the second couple and

walk once around.

"Leave that gent and circle three."

Second gentleman drops out of the circle and

stands at his station.

"Leave that lady and circle four."

The second lady drops out and stands at station

number three as the head couple join hands with

the third couple and circle.

"Leave that gent and circle three."

Third gentleman drops out and stands beside the

second lady.

"Leave that lady and circle four."
Third lady drops out and stands with partner and

second lady at station number three. Third gen-
tleman puts arms about the ladies' waists and they
around his.

"Leave that gent and then go home."

Head gentleman takes his own partner and

fourth lady to his station, and places arms about

their waists as the fourth gentleman stands alone

at his position as is the second gentleman. The
set looks like this at this point :

"Tivo lone gents dps a dos."

Two gentlemen without partners pass right

shoulders and back home.

"Three's to the center and back."

Three's walk to the center, bow and retreat.

"Three's to the center and cross over."

Three's walk forward and cross over to op-

posite places passing to the right.
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It's New . . .

It's Different

THE MAGAZINE
FOR THE

ELEMENTARY
TEACHER OF

TODAY

The only monthly magazine devoted to creative ac-

tivity material and ideas for classroom work. Each

issue offers creative project material that may be

correlated with regular studies. Size 9x12 inches.

See this magazine! Introductory offer, one-year sub-

scription, 10 issues, $2.00, regular price $2.50. Three

years for $4.00, a saving of $3.50! Send in your

subscription today!

JUNIOR ARTS and ACTIVITIES
740 RUSH STREET :: :: CHICAGO. ILL.

has become happier for those who have come

under the influence of the program, and its drab-

ness has been greatly relieved.

"Two lone gents dos a dos."

Two lone gentlemen walk forward passing right

shoulders and back.

"Three's to the center and back."

Repeat same call as above.

"Three's to the center and cross over."

Repeat same call as above
; bring everyone back

home.

"Corner left partner right, grand change eight the

whole way 'round."

See description of this call under "Andy Gump."
Second, third and fourth couple repeat all calls

in their proper order.

Recreation in Mill Villages
(Continued from page 364)

A Girls' Hobby Club was organized, which

meets twice a week. With sewing, rug-making,

quilting and flower making, all types of hand-

work and simple crafts are now taught. Music,

simple dramatics, elementary drawing and crafts

are given children of school age.

The program is only five months old, but

through recreation changes and developments
have come about in the lives of these young peo-

ple. No large crowds attend the center, but life

"It's Thar, Effen You Know

How to Git It"

(Continued from page 367)

expense of the scholastic bandsmen who partici-

pate in the event.

This is a general summary of the Wheeling area

music situation as it now exists very much "up

and doing." Two statements made by Dr. Hollis

Dann, eminent music educator and choral author-

ity, in the course of a recent visit to Wheeling are

significant. Dr. Dann said: "In my opinion

Wheeling district has established better machinery

for the development of community music than any

other area of which I know in the United States.

Musical accomplishments and plans for Wheeling

District seem more comprehensive than those of

which I have heard in other parts of the country'"

Good Times in "Ag Alley"
(Continued from page 368)

to a senior boy in Agriculture, and to a senior gi

in Home Economics, the Vivian Award. Th

award is made for accomplishments in the activ

ties of the college as well as class room work. Th

students are recognized for their leadership abil

ties. This, however, is not by any means the who;

of the evening's entertainment. There is usually

guest speaker, speaking upon a subject related t

Agriculture. Members of the various facultie

have a word to say. After the banquet there is a

informal dance. However, various forms of mix

ers are introduced so that no one has a chanc

to say he couldn't meet others from his college.

The Assembly and Other Programs

Once during the school year there is an A

Assembly program. The faculty cooperates wit

the All Ag Council in planning the lecture pro

gram which is varied from year to year. Th

program usually comes in the early evening of

week night.

Besides these prominent affairs planned to hel

the students get acquainted, the various clubs plai

open meetings which they invite others to attend

Often there is a party planned jointly by commit

tees from several clubs. Roller skating partie

have recently become a popular method of pre

senting an evening's entertainment and at th

\



AT THE PORTOLA RECREATION CENTER 395

same time raising money for the organization.

This also is often a joint project.

Dramatics have not been neglected in the pro-

gram, for there is an Ag Dramatics Society which

works in cooperation with other organizations,

University Grange 1620, in particular. This group

'presents one-act plays and studies dramatic

productions.

For all those interested in writing there is the

Ag Student magazine which is published once a

month and always asking for news hounds. Arti-

cles may be submitted any time on any subject

related to any type of work being carried on in

any department of the College of Agriculture.

Farmer's Week
Farmer's Week is the busiest week of the whole

school year for Ag Alley. There are displays to

be taken care of by each organization. Besides

putting up the displays in the various depart-

ments, many groups sponsor lunch stands where

visiting farmers can get their lunches. This, how-

ever, does not keep the energetic students from

finding time to crash the square dances and other

entertainment offered the visitors. In fact this is

considered the "biggest" week of fun the winter

i quarter.

At the Portola Recreation Center
(Continued from page 372)

Rules and Regulations. We require very few
rules and regulations because of the great range
in age of the groups. Smoking is permitted by
adults on various occasions, but an effort is made
to reduce smoking to a minimum.
We have found it wise to require each club to

maintain a checking account. This teaches the

members the importance of adequate financing
and how to use bank facilities and keep books in

which the adviser and the treasurer are co-signers.
Each club is held liable for the furnishings in the

club rooms to which it is assigned. In this way
vandalism is kept at a minimum.

Camps and Outings

For several years the center has opened a camp
for the boys and girls of the district. Last year
120 boys and girls were able to spend ten days in

the out of doors through the assistance of various

organizations, individuals and firms. We were
able to keep expenses at $6.00 per camper for the

ten-day period. This covered food, lodging, trans-

^ portation, medical supplies and other expenses.

SAFETY FOR

Supervised Playgrounds

JuSt off the press

28 page pamphlet on safety in

relation to playground administra-

tion and activity programs. Contains

sections on physical conditions; the

use of apparatus; representative

safety programs; organization of

patrols and safety clubs, games,

handcraft activities and campaigns.

Price 25 cents

SAFETY EDUCATION

MAGAZNE
provides material for a well-round-

ed safety program based on sea-

sonal hazards. The colored posters,

graded lesson outlines, plays, stor-

ies, informational articles, accident

facts, patrol news items and other

features are prepared by school

people who are experts in the field

of safety teaching.

Subscription - $1.00 a Year

EDUCATION DIVISION

NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL

One Park Avenue

New York, N. Y.
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In our camp program we have endeavored to

keep to the primitive, giving the boys and girls a

chance to use their ingenuity in developing and

creating their own entertainment and in helping
with the operation of the kitchen.

Many outings and trips to various points of in-

terest are conducted regularly. During the sum-

mer a very extensive summer program is or-

ganized to care for the needs of the boys and girls

who are not able to leave the city.

Neighborhood Contacts

The director is assigned to meet with each of

the PTA units in the district, thus keeping the

units in contact with the activities of the center.

"Never Too Old to Play"
(Continued from page 375)

women need food for their souls and their brains

as well as for their bodies, and that self-expres-

sion is vital if the individual is to take his part as

a real factor in community life.

The Adult Recreation Project was inaugurated
to fill a community need and a human need. In

the two years of its existence, it has developed
into a well-defined movement surprising even

those who were present at its birth and knew the

pangs and discouragements of its early existence.

I should like to stress one thing which is of ut-

most importance to me in all plans and programs
for recreation, on a community basis or, for that

matter, on any other basis. This is that no effort

will ever be made to make people enjoy themselves

in any program in which I am interested. This

may sound superfluous and even ridiculous. But

perhaps you have seen children being led to play
in some playground like "sheep to the slaughter."
The very admonition "Now children, come and

play" is enough in itself to make the children

want to do anything but play.

Of course the first essential of recreation is that

it must be spontaneous. People must want to do

things and go places. They must have a leaning
towards some avocational pursuit. The desire to

sing or act or paint, hike of play tennis must be a

part of their very beings. It may be a suppressed

part, or a latent and unknown part, but it must be

there.

The only thing that a program can do is to give
the opportunity and provide facilities for carry-

ing out people's own desires. This is what we have
been trying to accomplish in the Adult Recreation

Project. For this reason it is organized along

community lines. For this purpose we have asked

local citizens to be responsible for it. We realize

that it must grow from the ground up and not be

superimposed upon a community by outsiders who
think they know what people want to do, or who
believe maps, charts, studies and statistics can

take the place of the real "trial by error" plan of

letting them manage their own play in their own

way.
If it were not for the fact that this principle

has been stressed in the organization of this pro-

gram, it would not have met with the success

that it has in Boston. The community spirit so

obviously shown in all events and contests of the

project is not a bi-product or an outgrowth. It ij

its very foundation.

A Traveling Museum
(Continued from page 376)

ural setting for the specimen to be displayed. All

the classes may assemble information about the

various specimens and assist in interpreting that

information on the changeable grade level cards.

It is believed that the traveling museum will

assist in the conservation of many wild birds and

animals because it will remove the necessity for

each individual science classroom killing speci-

mens for study.

The expense of building the museum is being

met by memberships of ten cents each in the

Junior Zoological Society.

NOTE: Taken from an article by Hugh S. Davis

Director of Zoological Garden and Conservation, Tulss

Park Department.

A Plan for the Improvement
of Hudson Valley
(Continued from page 381)

Huron a model valley through the full develop-

ment of the plant, animal, scenic and other re

sources that come within the range of its re

sponsibilities.

3. That the Governor be asked to arrange;

either through the State Planning Commission 01

a specially appointed Commission, for the prepara

tion, for consideration by the Legislature, of ;

water code adapted to modern conditions and de

signed to assure the best possible use of the water:

of the state.

4. That the State Planning Commission b

asked to recognize the unit development of in

dividual river valleys as an important element ii

land-use planning, and to cooperate in every W3-
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practicable in the development of the Huron

Valley.

5. That the cities of Ypsilanti and Flat Rock

be urged to provide sanitary sewage disposal at

the earliest possible moment.

6. That the members of the conference be re-

quested to report back to the organizations which

(they represent on the proceedings and recommen-

dations of the conference, and to urge their co-

operation in the carrying out of these recom-

mendations.

7. That the chairman of the conference be re-

quested to appoint at this time a Huron Valley

Committee of seven members, with power to ef-

'fect such subsequent change in composition or

number as may seem to them wise, for the pur-

pose of formulating and forwarding the execu-

tion of a coordinated plan for the development,

improvement and utilization of the resources of

the valley in the best interests both of their own-

ers and the general public.

These resolutions were signed by Samuel T.

Dana, Chairman; John Z. Gault, Joseph C.

Hooper, Henry E. Riggs and Harold D. Smith.

A Recreation Project in Jersey City
(Continued from page 382)

and by very few golf courses, according to Hugh
Clarke, city developing engineer. The equivalent

of one-inch rainfall can be obtained within one

hour, and a precipitation as heavy as this will

.drain off within an hour.

Piping for the sprinkler system, telephone con-

iduits and electric lines completed the underground
iwork. The rock trenches, containing 5,000 feet of

agricultural tile with open joints over which

bronze mesh was laid, were built up to sub-grade.

Surfacing

The field was then filled in. Three inches of

cinders, loosely packed, were spread, over which

a six-inch layer of loose, clean soil and an addi-

tional six inches of first class top soil brought the

field up to two inches of the necessary level. In

sodding, 300,000 square feet of sod was used.

Over this was thrown grass seed, peat moss and

dried sheep manure.

The skinned part of the baseball diamond, or

base paths, was treated differently. Here, eight

inches of cinders and five inches of specially pre-

pared top soil and clay provide a hard, smooth

surface.

In the middle of the field, sunken beneath the

Special ^Announcement

Character Magazine
and

Magazine
can now be had at the

club rate of

$000
2 Per Year

With CHARACTER MAGAZINE filling a very

great need among teachers and parents

through its stimulating articles on character

development in the home, school and com-

munity

With NATIONAL PARENT TEACHER MAGA-
ZINE the house organ of the great Parent
Teacher Association the greatest folk move-
ment of our time

You have a combination of valuable re-

source material at such a low rate you simply
cannot afford to ignore it.

Take advantage of this opportunity NOW
by filling in the order blank below and mail-

ing to us with your remittance.

.CHARACTER MAGAZINE,
5732 Harper Ave., Chicago, III.

Kindly enter my subscription to CHARACTER
MAGAZINE and NATIONAL PARENT TEACHER MAGA-
ZINE each for one year at the club rate of $2.00.

Remittance enclosed.

Name

Position

A ddress

City ... State.
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A Handbook of Private Schools

2lst edition, May 1937. 1184 pages,
4000 schools. 250 illustrations, 14 maps.

Round corners, silk cloth, $6.00

More than a guidebook It is a discriminating

review of education as it is and as it may be

"Not only does it state clearly, and in no minc-
ing words, what is the trouble with American edu-
cation, but it is an invaluable source book of preg-
nant quotation, and an equally invaluable bibli-

ography of liberal writing and thought. I wish to

God every parent could read it understanding!^
and I would like to stand most university presi-
dents and headmasters of schools in a corner, dunce
caps on their heads, and keep them there until they
had learned your book by heart. It is a magnificent
production." Struthers Burt, Author, Three River

Ranch, Wyoming.
"Should be read and pondered by every would-

be intelligent parent who has a child to educate.
You review pithily the most invigorating and
thought-provoking matter bearing on human prob-
lems that has come out in the course of the past
year. You deserve high praise for transforming
what might seem a commercial venture into a cul-

tural event." E. A. Ross, Emeritus Professor of

Sociology, Univ. of Wisconsin.

A BRIEF SCHOOL GUIDE

Lists and classifies by type and locality the more
important Boarding Schools and Junior Colleges
Boys, Girls, Coeducational. 2d edition, 1937, 132

pages, 700 schools, 14 maps, 97 illustrations, cover
in color. SINGLE COPY 25 CENTS.

Write for Table of Contents

PORTER SARGENT, II Beacon St., Boston

sod, is a concrete box, 15 feet square. In it are

electric light boxes and telephone lines so that in

the event of a large pageant or demonstration, the

sod may be lifted and all facilities found at hand.

Two scoreboards, 50 x 30, raised on steel props,

are located at the ends of the bleacher sections.

The baseball Scoreboard is just beyond the end

of the left field line and the football board in right

field. Orange lettering and numerals against a

black background will be visible from any section

of the stadium proper.

Twelve acres immediately surrounding the sta-

dium are allocated to parkways and driveways.

The road is 50 feet wide and circles the stadium,

running some 500 feet out to the highway. In

all, 8,000 cubic yards of concrete went into the

making of this road.

All entrances, except those facing the highway,
are fitted with roll-type steel doors. There are

twenty of these. Five ornamental wooden gates,

facing the highway, are six inches thick, made of

yellow pine and cypress, and weigh six tons each.

Underground tunnels lead from the dugouts to

the shower and locker rooms. The dugouts are

25 feet long, insulated and covered with copper.

Terrazzo flooring is to be found on the first

floor and concourse, in the toilets, lockers, show-

ers and corridors. In all there are 25,000 square

feet of this material. Pennsylvania and Tennessee

marble was used exclusively.

For heating purposes, there is a boiler of 25,000

feet capacity, fired by oil, serving a one-pipe steam

heat system. Three built-in heaters provide hot

water almost instantaneously.

The stadium will be adequately lighted for use

at night. Eight steel towers, 120 feet high and

weighing 12 tons each, are placed at advantageous

points around the field. It is claimed that the sys-

tem is superior to that at the Polo Grounds in

New York, which
1

is said to be one of the best in

the country.

One of the interesting points connected with the

project is the fact that all copper forms, orna-

mental work, lettering, wooden frames and weld-

ing, were made right on the job with machinery

purchased or hired for the purpose.

Included in the plans for further development
of the site are provisions for a swimming pool,

handball courts, quoit lanes and tennis courts. The

city will operate the stadium and collect all

revenues.

You Asked for It!

(Continued from page 384)

an implied question, or arguing down something

the boy had to say. This is the leader who, as a

rule, is very ineffective in expressing himself. He
bores his group, wastes time, and really gets no-

where. Usually the only cure for this leader's

ailment is to relieve him of his duties. However,
if anything will work a cure, it is the approach

mentioned in the other examples given.

There are many other abuses in group work,

but the examples cited should be sufficient to in-

dicate my idea of an approach to leaders with

whom supervisors are in agreement when they

claim they do not have a worthwhile or success-

ful group.

Let us hope that the future will find super-

visors preparing leaders to understand the aims

and intangible values to be gained through group

experience before turning groups over to them,

and that it will bring to supervisors the essential

understanding that leaders can be helped to meet,

face, and work through their own difficulties

through a supervisory experience that offers guid-

ance but, at the same time, leaves a leader free

to work out his own problems.



New Publications in the Leisure Time Field

Another Here and Now Story Book
Edited by Lucy Sprague Mitchell and CoAuthors. E. P.

Button and Company, Inc., New York. $2.00.

T"HE FIRST Here and Now Story Book, published in

1921, has been supplemented by a second delightful

volume. This is not only a collection of stories but is

;also a valuable study of child growth. Prefacing each

[story is an outline based on research of the growth level

achieved by the average child of the age for which the

story is intended a word picture of the child in action.

There are stories for two, three, four, five and six year

old children.

How to Interpret Social Work
By Helen Cody Baker and Mary S. Routzahn, Russell

Sage Foundation, New York City. $1.00.

(QUCCESSFUL EDUCATIONAL publicity cannot be based on

j*^ guess work. It is a matter of careful planning, study

and strategy. It has its techniques. This being so, the

jstudy course "How to Interpret Social Work" will prove

a boon to anyone undertaking publicity for recreation,

social work or other types of civic effort. Treating the

A, B, C's of interpretation the course is designed for

groups gathered under local leadership, for informal

study, for institutes and individuals. Twelve lessons are

outlined under the following headings : Telling Our Story

by the Spoken Word ; Telling Our Story by the Written

Word
; Telling Our Story in Pictures ; Planning Inter-

pretation ; Interpretation A Shared Responsibility.

Each lesson contains a brief statement of methods, ex-

amples for discussion and a series of questions based on

the examples. The introduction presents a valuable analy-

sis of the various "publics" to whom publicity is ad-

dressed. The study concludes with an excellent group of

reading references. (Review by Weaver Pangburn.)

Swimming for Everyone
By H. G. Whitford. Bruce Humphries, Inc., 306 Stuart

Street, Boston, Mass. $.75.

A COACH'S HANDBOOK, a swimmer's or would-be swim-
^*

mer's guide and a.pool operator's friend is this in-

expensive book whose purpose it is to stimulate interest

in swimming for everyone, especially in those cases

iwhere swimming has not as yet established itself widely
in the community. There are suggestions for teaching

beginners, for advanced swimming, fancy diving and life-

saving, and the general promotion of swimming is dis-

cussed. One chapter is devoted to swimming hygiene.

Shakespeare Gardens
By Annie Burnham Carter. Dorrance & Company, Phila-

delphia, Pennsylvania. $1.25.

THERE ARE a few cities in the United States fortunate

enough to have Shakespeare gardens which serve the

^purpose of bringing together the flowers grown in Eng-

land in the 16th and 17th centuries and of showing the
fashions in the horticulture of that period. In this book
Mrs. Carter describes the old English gardens, flowers,
and herbs of the Shakespearian era and lists them by
both their common and botanical names. She also de-

scribes more than fifty plants, wild and cultivated, to

which Shakespeare referred in his plays and sonnets.

Children in Action
Dodge Publishing Company, 116 East 16th Street, New
York City. $2.50.

T"HIS BOOK is a story without words. It is made up of

a series of beautiful photographs of children which
are a delight to see. The unstudied poses and fleeting

expressions which the camera has caught make the book
a truly human document.

Tap It

By Shiela O'Gara. Music by Elizabeth Baker Long. A.
S. Barnes and Company, New York City. $2.00.

"TEW TYPES OF RECREATION/' says Helen Frost in her

introduction, "have won the very general popularity
of the modern tap dance. It has gayety, pace, humor and

irresistible rhythm ; moreover tap dancing affords excel-

lent physical exercise." The book presents the dances in

the order of their difficulty beginning with "Practice

Patterns" and leading up through the "Nursery Rhyme
Clog" to "Heel-Toe-Tap" and other variations. Music is

included.

Life Saving and Water Safety
Prepared by the American Red Cross. P. Blakiston's
Son & Co., Inc., Philadelphia. $.60.

QAFETY IN SWIMMING is the theme of this book which
^ tells when and where to swim in safety, the kind of

equipment to have, preventive measures, and methods of

rescuing and resuscitating swimmers and others who
have gotten into difficulties.

New Light on Delinquency
and Its Treatment

William Healy, M.D. and Augusta F. Bronner, Ph.D.
Judge Baker Guidance Center, Boston. Yale University
Press. $2.00.

TTHE INSTITUTE OF HUMAN RELATIONS of Yale Uni-

versity has added a significant contribution to the field

of delinquency studies by its publication of this volume.

In spite of all the research and study in this field, the

problem of delinquency is about where it has been for

some time. Court and probation methods have been

largely ineffectual. Special agencies designed to operate

in this field have not accomplished what was anticipated.

The authors of this book therefore seek a new approach

399
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to the whole problem. Instead of studying the delinquent

as an individual, the study is based on the family from

which the individual comes. The significance of delin-

quency, they say, lies in the fact that it is a form of be-

havior which is a part of the stream of life activities,

and has as much meaning for the delinquent as socially

approved conduct has for more normal persons. The ori-

gins of delinquency represent the expression of desires

and urges which are otherwise unsatisfied for the on-

looker this is misconduct; for the offender it is just as

much a response to inner drives and inner stimuli as any
other kind of conduct. The terminology of delinquency,

larceny, truancy, etc., are mere descriptions of behavior

which do not in the least indicate what is expressed by
the offender in the delinquent act. The naming of the

offense reveals nothing of those things that determine the

nature of the act.

Delinquency clearly is based on thwarting of basic de-

sires for ego, and affectional satisfaction, desire for se-

curity in the family, desire for acceptance by some per-

son or group, recognition. When these desires are not

satisfied in the home or environment, delinquent forms
of conduct offer compensation. Such forms are not ra-

tionally chosen but are used because the ideas lie readily

at hand.

While most other authors center their study and pro-

posed method on the delinquent, the basis! for study here

is in the family. The fact that 48 per cent of the delin-

quent cases studied began at or before eight years of age
and that the modal age was twelve to fourteen years in-

dicates clearly where the formative influences lie. Star-

tling are the findings of one special group studied, set-

ting delinquents in a family in comparison with non-de-

linquents in the same family :

Twice as many delinquents as controls (i.e. the non-

delinquents) had been related to clubs, in settlements,

churches or other organizations this is not surprising
since the delinquents are more active and outgoing ;

more

delinquents than controls were active in sports ; more de-

linquents than controls were eager readers both groups
read about the same kind of material ; almost as many
delinquents as non-delinquents were regular attendants at

Church and Sunday School.
'

Treatment of delinquents centered on both the of-

fender and family, helping the individual to meet the

cause of his trouble and modifying the factors of family

life which are responsible.

Housing Management: Principles and Practices.

By Beatrice Greenfield Rosahn and Abraham Gold-

field. Covici Friede, Inc., New York. $4.00.

Housing management, interpreted to mean the admin-
istration of a housing development so that it becomes a

living community rather than a mass of bricks and mor-
tar in which people are sheltered, is carefully and

thoroughly discussed in this volume by people well quali-

fied to give information on this subject. In addition to

chapters on all the practical problems of administration

involved, there are sections on Recreation for Children

and Adults and Housing and Family Life which have
much to offer those who believe that publicly financed

housing must .assure a maximum social return to the

community.

Some Animals and Their Homes.

By Mary Geisler Phillips and Julia McNair Wright.
D. C. Heath and Company, Boston. $.64.

This is the first of a series of four books for 'boys and

girls dealing with natural science which are designed to

cover in a general way all of the life forms, as well as to

give the pupil an understanding of the origin and develop-
ment of life on the earth. In Book I, the principal aim
has been to arouse the interest of the pupil in a few of

the common forms of land and seashore life, and tc

introduce some of the broad scientific principles involved
in a study of these forms.

Insect People.

By .Eleanor King and Wellmer Pessels. Harper an-

Brothers, New York City. $1.25.

The lives and habits of backyard bugs and insects, man31

of which are to be found on the playground, are describee
with text and pictures in this attractively issued book
The ladybug, tent caterpillar, cricket and catydid and

many others are introduced and their secrets disclosed.

Social Work Year Book 1937.

Edited by Russell H. Kurtz. Russell Sage Founda
tion, New York. $4.00.

The Social Work Year Book 1937, being "a descrip
tion of organized activities in social work and in relatet

fields," is truly a master resource in the field of socia

work. Since the last Year Book was published in 1935
there have been far-reaching developments in the field o

public welfare administration. The Social Security Ac
with its attendant state legislation, the advances in th-

field of organized labor, the continuation of the Civiliai

Conservation Corps, the new emphasis on a Civil Meri
System, are among the many major up-to-date question
with which all citizens are faced. The treatment of sucl

subjects by able authors gives the volume a timelines
which is difficult to achieve in a work which the edito

describes as "less a year book than a concise encyclo
pedia." This 1937 Year Book is a valuable asset not onl;

for social workers but to other professionals as well. I

will find its way into most public libraries and shout
soon be consulted there by recreation executives who d<

not -chance to have it on their own shelves.
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Recreation and the Building

of Self-Confidence

ANY HAVE come to doubt themselves, their neighbors, the

power of combined neighbors to work out the world's

problems.

There is need to help each child, each man to find the activity

he carries on supremely well. Most individuals excel in at least one

activity. Perhaps the man is an unusual fisherman. Perhaps there

is one flower he grows earlier or better than anyone else. Perhaps he

has a gift with pets. Maybe there is a musical instrument that he

can play supremely well. The helping of individuals to find what

they do supremely well helps to build faith in themselves and some-

times faith in the world in general.

The world is so big and knowledge has grown apace. No one

person can know very much of all there is to know. Many become

discouraged. To help a man in his free time to master some one

thing is to help him to have a little better understanding of all that

vast realm of experience that he will never have hours enough to

find out about for himself in one lifetime. To master some one thing

helps him to realize that the rest of the world within limits is also

masterable.

Ability to do one thing well, with or without recognition of

this ability by one's neighbors of the moment, gives a person an

inner sense of power, of status, that is most important to his

continued growth.

HOWARD BRAUCHER.

OCTOBER, 1937
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October

Courtesy Minneapolis Municipalities

There is something in the autumn that is native to my blood
Touch of manner, hint of mood
And my heart is like a rhyme,
With the yellow and the crimson and the purple keeping time.

Bliss Carmen.
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Much Ado About Doing

THE
STUDY outlined in this

article is concerned with

recreational interests and

needs of young people in Los Angeles, California,

and the destructive and constructive results

achieved in meeting the interests and needs. The

sources of the data are a Recreation Interests

Questionnaire entitled "What do you do and what

would you like to do when you are not in school,"

a study of delinquencies of youth entitled "Youth's

New Day," issued by the Los Angeles County

Coordination Council, original studies supervised

by the author to discover types of juvenile of-

. fences, and original studies of the community re-

sources and of the program of the Department of

Playground and Recreation, as well as material

from various juvenile and recreational agencies.

The data and conclusions are not entirely compre-

hensive or scientific, yet the material is sufficiently

such to be indicative, however, and valuable ac-

cordingly as a guide in our future efforts.

Part One

I. What Do They Do and What Do They Want?

Some 17,000 young people of the Junior and

High School age were given a questionnaire to fill

out on their interests and wants. Of the 17,056

students replying (the number approached) about

half were boys. Six Junior High Schools, nine

High Schools and one Junior College were

studied. The findings are tabulated or indicated

below :

A. WHAT Do THEY Do?

By GLEN O. GRANT
National Recreation Association

Shifting Interests

The peak of interest in

playground activity comes

for boys in the ninth grade

and for girls in the eighth

grade, the boys showing a

more marked increase dur-

ing the seventh and eighth

grades than the girls. The

beginning of the slump in

playground interests coin-

cides with the physical

change from childhood to

adolescence, accounting for

the earlier peak of girls'

This study was made by Mr. Grant when he was

a member of the staff of the Los Angeles De-

partment of Playground and Recreation, serv-

ing as Chairman of the Subcommittee on Sur-

veys of the Los Angeles Research Committee.

The sources of the data are a Recreation In-

terests Questionnaire entitled "What do you
do and what would you like to do when you are

not in school"; a study of delinquencies of

youth under the title "Youth's New Day," is-

sued by the Los Angeles County Coordination

Council; original studies supervised by the

author to discover types of juvenile offences,

and original studies of the community re-

sources and of the program of the Depart-
ment of Playground and Recreation, as well

as material from various juvenile and rec-

reational agencies in the community.

playground interest and the

abrupt change of playground
habits during the shift from

Junior to Senior High School. Following the peak
there is rapid decrease in attendance for the next

two years. Thereafter an upturn is noted due

largely to interest in recreational activities boys
and girls may enjoy together. All types of social

recreation hold increased interest from this

point on. The slump indicates changing interests ;

old playground activities are thought childish and

new interests are not yet formed. The slump goes

deeper for boys due, perhaps, to occupations taken

up, and trips, "adventuring" and other activities

not open to girls.

Interest in Various Types of Activity

Sports with social interest and values command
more interest. Tennis and swimming show a

steadily rising curve of interest, mounting with

age. This type of interest increased over three

times between grades 7 and 12, and is so steady

that, knowing the age distribution of children and

youth in any one district, economic factors being

constant, it would be possible to plan the quantity

of facilities needed to satisfy this interest.

Traditional activities show decrease with age.

Boys' activities such as baseball and football show

a gradual and marked decrease, more marked than

in other activities, so that the general rise in inter-

est toward the end of High School seems due to

the influence of social recreation activities. The
curve for "playground
sports" starts down for

boys in the eighth grade
and girls in the seventh

grade. This may be due

to the fact that boys and

girls do not desire these

activities any longer or

their wants in that regard
have been met. Our con-

clusion is that the latter is

true and little program-

ming is needed in this field

to meet their needs. In the

eighth grade football, bas-

ketball, playground ball

and handball all show a
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peak of participation (for boys) and interest lags

thereafter in the order named, football holding

the interest longer and handball the shortest time.

Interests of twelfth grade boys and girls were

studied because this is the age at which school in-

fluence decreases with graduation and the respon-

sibility of the public recreation department ac-

cordingly increases.

1. In athletic team sports. The following table

is based on the number interested per 1000 in the

twelfth grade as are the tables which follow, un-

less otherwise indicated :

Activity Girls Boys

Basketball 473 469

Volley Ball 432 209

Hockey 244 46

Playground Ball 178 264

Soccer 105 171

Handball 74 336

Baseball 41 483

2. In sports more or less socialised in nature :

Activity Girls Boys

Tennis 815 461

Swimming 665 654

Archery 210 205

Croquet 126

Paddle Tennis 122 81

We observe again that girls mature more rapidly in

general in interest in socialized activities than boys, al-

though swimming and archery strike a uniform response.

3. In purely social activities. Social dancing is

now enjoyed by 485 girls out of every 1000 in the

twelfth grade, or nearly one half, while only 344

boys, slightly over a third, enjoy it. The more rapid

social advancement of girls is noted here again.

4. In cultural activities. Interest in these activi-

ties lags behind, but with increased interest over

that shown in lower grades. Boys surpass the

girls only in interest in handcraf t.

Activity Girls Boys

Dramatics 244 103

Instrumental Music 212 178

Vocal Music 148 97

Handcraft 119 133

Art 114 60

Puppetry 70

Story-Telling 51 32

5. Summary of twelfth grade interests. The

most popular activities for boys and girls are

given in their order of preference: I. Girls

Team games of basketball, volley ball and hockey ;

socialized sports of tennis, swimming and arch-

ery, and the cultural activities of dramatics, in-

strumental music and vocal music. 2. Boys

Team games of basketball, baseball and handball ;

socialized sports of swimming, tennis and archery,

and cultural activities of instrumental music,

handcrafts and dramatics.

The most readily and adapted activities for co-

recreational participation among those listed are

tennis, swimming, dramatics, instrumental music

and only those team games not involving intensive

effort and personal contact.

Most Rapidly Increasing Participation Interests

of Boys and Girls from Grades 7-12

Girls' participation interest increase for various

activities per 1000 was tennis, 658-815; hockey,

152-244; archery, 124-210. Other activities did

not show increased interest in this age range, in-

dicating that social and cultural interests had been

previously stimulated and physical activities were

coming to the fore.

Boys' participation interest increase per 1000

students was tennis 429-461 and dancing 154-344.

All other activities show a decrease of interest per

1000. The "socialized emphasis" of both of these

activities would indicate that this phase of boy

development had been delayed longer than for girls.

B. WHAT Do THEY WANT?

{Comparison of Activities Already Enjoyed with

Activities Desired but Not Available}

i. The replies of 8,195 boys in grades 7-12

"Participa-
tion Rank"Activity

Baseball 1st

Basketball 2nd
Football 3rd
Handball 4th

Swimming 5th

Track 6th

Playground Ball ... 7th

Tennis 8th

Volleyball 9th

Boxing 10th

Wrestling llth

Soccer 12th

Paddle Tennis 13th

Dancing 14th

Instrumental Music.. 15th

Handicraft 16th

Tumbling 17th

Croquet 18th

Vocal Music 19th

Art 20th
Dramatics 21st

Hockey 22nd

Archery 23rd

Storytelling 24th

Puppetry 25th

Plus

Want
Rank

Variance bet.

Participation
Rank and
Want Rank

* 9
-12
* 6
-11
* 4
* 7

-14
* 4
-14
* 7
* 6
*

* 4
* 7
* 1

* 5
* 9
_ i

* 3
*

* 3

*16
*21
* 1

* 1

2. The replies of 8,709 girls in grades 7-12

"Participa- Want
Activity tion Rank" Rank

Basketball 1st 9th

Volleyball 2nd 14th

Tennis '. 3rd 2nd

Dancing 4th 3rd

Playground Ball'.... 5th 19th

Swimming 6th 1st

Soccer 7th 15th

Handball 8th 17th

Instrumental Music.. 9th 7th

Variance bet.

Participation
Rank and
Want Rank

-12
* 1

* 1

-14
*S

-9
* 2M
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Activity
"Participa-
tion Rank"

Paddle Tennis 10th

Dramatics llth

Croquet 12th

Hockey 13th

Vocal Music 14th

Art 15th

Baseball 16th

Handicraft 17th

Storytelling 18th

Archery 19th

Puppetry 20th

Plus

U'ant
Rank

8th

4th
12th

6th

llth

13th

20th

10th

18th

5th

16th

Variance bet.

Participation
Rank and
Want Rank

* 2
* 7
*

* 7
* 3
* 2
* 4
* 7
*

*14
* 4

Conclusions -from Comparison of "Participa-

Interests" and "Playground Wants" of Boys
Seventh Twelfth Grades. Assuming in gen-

eral that where participation decreases, adequate

provision is made for that "inter-

est," and that where a "want" is

expressed, facilities and program
are not at hand to satisfy that

"want," the following guide to

the enlargement of
,
facilities and

program is suggested :

a. Boys' activities needing no

further promotion : Volley-

ball, playground ball, bas-

ketball, handball, baseball,

track and football. (Those

dropping farthest in prefer-

ence rank are listed first.)

b. Boys' activities needing

further promotion: Pup-

petry, dramatics, tennis,

swimming, handcraft, wres-

tling, boxing, dancing, tum-

bling, hockey and archery. (Those rising most in

the preference list are given last.)

c. Activities in which there is no change in pref-

erence : Art and soccer. Those changing less

than five places in rank were paddle tennis,

vocal music, instrumental music, croquet and

storytelling.

Conclusion from Comparison of "Participa-

Interests" and Playground Wants of Girls

seventh Tivelfth Grade.

a. Girls' activities needing no further promo-
tion: Playground ball, volley ball, handball,

basketball, soccer and baseball (All are

"playground sports.") (Those dropping

farthest in preference rank are listed first.)

b. Girls' activities needing further promotion:

Tennis, dancing, instrumental music, paddle

tennis, art, vocal music, puppetry, swimming,

handcraft, hockey, dramatics and archery,

(Those rising most in preference rank are

given last.)

c. Activities in zvhich there is no change in

preference ranks. Story-telling and croquet.

II. To What Do They Belong and to What
Do They Want to Belong?

The recreation interest questionnaire also asked

to what organization the students belonged and to

what organizations they would like to belong. A
study of the replies follows :

A. To WHAT Do THEY BELONG?

To what do they belong? Boys. Out of the

8,245 boys answering the questionnaire 3,034 or

Archery and swimming, according to the study,
strike a uniform response in boys and girls

36% were members of "National Character Build-

ing" organizations and 1954 held membership in

school, church or private clubs. While there is

some duplication, it is fairly safe to assume that

approximately half of the total group belongs to

some club organization.

The distribution of boy's club affiliation is shown

below, the figures representing boys per 1000 in

the seventh twelfth grades :

Boy Scouts (including Sea Scouts and Cubs).. 221
Y.M.C.A. (including all clubs in age range) . . . 121

Woodcraft Rangers 23
Clubs unique in schools 80
Clubs unique in churches 83
Private Clubs 72

The Ages of Most Active Club Membership

Boys. Boys of Junior High School age are the
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Courtesy The Luther Gulick Camps

A popular activity

which is in need of

best "joiners," with the eighth

grade in the lead in national

boys' organizations. It is interesting to note that

the peak of interest in the school, church and

private clubs comes in the eleventh grade. Com-

parison of the figures below leads us to observe

that the program of the "National Character

Building" organizations appeals particularly to

the Junior High School age and the other clubs

with special activity interests and social activities

appeal increasingly to the High School boy.

Grade

7

8

9

10

11

12

NUMBER OF BOYS PER 1000

"National Character School, Church
Building" Groups or Private Clubs

393 201

434 216
353 213

213 115 ,

299 353

285 341

To What Do They Belong? Girls. Out of 8,807

girls studied, 1,338 or 15% were members of

"National Character Building" organizations. In

contrast with 36% of the boys' group being so

served, it is obvious that girls' needs have been

slighted in this field. However, 412 girls in every

looo or 4i%> belong to school, church or private

clubs.

with girls, but one

further promotion
The distribution of club af-

filiation of girls is tabulated be-

low, showing the number of girls per 1000 in

grades seven to twelve belonging to different

groups.

Girl Scouts (and Brownies) 47

Y.W.C.A. (Girl Reserves) 40

Camp Fire Girls (and Blue Birds) 37
School 149

Church 143

Private 119

The splendid service to girlhood, often unrec-i

ognized, which is being given by activity interest

clubs in schools, playgrounds, churches and other

community organizations is very noticeable in the

above table.

The Ages of Most Active Club Members Girls.

Here again it is discovered that the Junior High
School girl, like her brother, is the best "joiner

of the "National Character Building Club" at the

eighth grade level, while the peak of interest in

other groups (school, church and private) is in

the tenth grade, one year before that of hen

brother. The earlier development of social inter-

ests in girls may be responsible for this fact since

these club programs are relatively social in em

phasis. The program of the "National Charctei
'

;
!
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Building" organizations for girls as well as boys
does not seem to fit the needs of the High School

age. It is more obvious with girls than boys.

Grade

10

11

12

NUMBER OF GIRLS PER 1000

"National Character
Building" Groups

147

School, Church
or Private Clubs

171

137

140

161

154

264
406
390
619
504
548

B. To WHAT Do THEY WANT TO BELONG?

About half the boys and half the girls belong

to clubs of one kind or another. What of the

other half? To what kind of clubs do they wish

to belong ?

Clubs to Which Boys Wish to Belong. 45 per

cent of the total group expressed a desire to join

additional groups. The number per 1000 wishing

to join specific clubs follows :

Y.M.C.A. (all organizations) 195

Boy Scouts (Sea Scouts and Clubs) 156

Woodcraft Rangers 31

Private Clubs 57

School Clubs 13

Church Clubs 3

In studying the questionnaire it was found that

there were about two-thirds as many requests for

Sea Scout membership as for Boy Scout member-

ship, indicating the possibility of enlarged service

there. The large numbers interested in Y.M.C.A.

clubs speaks for the popularity of this group.

The lack of interest in church groups probably

indicates this need is adequately met or that this

type of organization fails to appeal to boys. (It

should be noted, however, that many churches

sponsor "National Character Building" organiza-

tion clubs.)

Clubs to Which Girls Wish to Belong. 47 per
cent of the total group of girls expressed a desire

to join additional clubs. The number per 1000

girls wishing to join specific clubs follows :

Girl Scouts (and Brownies) 136

Y.W.C.A. (Girl Reserves) 141

Camp Fire Girls (and Blue Birds) 94
Private Clubs 46
School Clubs 30
Church Clubs 27

The evident need for additional club service

through the "National Character Building" agen-

cies is noted.

C. WHY DON'T THEY BELONG?

Reason for non-membership given by boys were
^
4,580 in number. They are tabulated below.

Not interested 1423
Can't afford it 896
Never been asked 827
Work at home 560
No group in the community 367

It would be interesting to know the real inter-

ests of boys not interested in joining a club. It

is regrettable in 367 cases that no group was to be

found in the immediate community. The large
number who can't afford it or who haven't been

asked is significant.

Reasons for non-membership given by girls were

5,452 in number. The major reasons are tabu-

lated below.

Not interested 1576
Never been/ asked 990
Work at home . < 728
Can't afford it 708
No group in community 593
School work 521
Parents object 305
No time 15

Work at store 11

In general there is a close correlation between

the answers of boys and girls. The larger num-
ber of girls unable to join because of work at

home, school work, coupled with "no time," might
indicate that girls are more tied by responsibility

and duties than their brothers.

Part Two

Destructive Results When Leisure Time Needs

of Youth Are Not Met and Steps Being Taken

to Remedy the Same

Space does not admit a full analysis of this sec-

tion, but a few interesting findings are listed below.

The study reveals forty-six boys out of every
1000 boys (5-17 years of age) and seventeen

girls (5-17 years of age) out of every 1000 have

been designated "delinquent" or "problem" chil-

dren. In other words three out of every 100 boys
and girls have failed to adjust; ninety-seven have

succeeded in adjusting to our society.

Eighty-five per cent of delinquents in one in-

stitution had had no constructive play life.

Boys and girls 16 years of age show the great-
est number of arrests.

34.7% of juvenile offences take place in the

street.

The time when most juvenile offences take place
are 3-4 o'clock in the afternoon (when school is

out) and 6-7 o'clock (after the evening meal).
Most crimes are committed on Saturday and

Sunday.

(Continued on page 448)



Shorter Hours for Shut-ins

/.*you KNOW there are

| many different cases

of handicapped chil-

dren. Some can attend our

schools for cripples, then

there are those who are so

handicapped they cannot at-

tend school. But now 'they

are not neglected. They get

their school instruction right

at home and are graded just

as the youngsters that go to

school. But then our city

doesn't stop at that. Our

Recreation Department has

seen to it that our home-

bound-shut-ins are not for-

gotten. A program of ac-

tivities has been arranged so

these shut-ins have been

given the chance for just

what their little hearts have longed for most. It

seems nearly too good to be true.

"If you could just stop in and see what it really

means. Imagine a real instructor teaching the

boys and girls aeroplane modeling; a real in-

structor teaching them art, music, or anything

they want to do most. My boy was ill this week

and couldn't have his teacher or recreational in-

structor, and although he had to be in bed the

'Story Lady' called to read to him and tell stories.

Now I really don't think my letter can make you
realize what it all means to us mothers. That

these children are not forgotten means so much
in life."

So writes the mother of one of Akron's physi-

cally handicapped children to a newspaper editor,

concerning the recreation program now being car-

ried on in the homes of fifty boys and girls who
are too crippled to leave their homes, even in a

wheel-chair, except on rare occasions.

Thousands of words have been written and

spoken about the need of organized recreation for

children and adults, and. nearly as many dollars

are being spent for supervision, facilities and

equipment, but too little has been done to shorten

the too-long, too-many leisure hours of the handi-

capped person confined to a life of four walls.

408

By WILLIS H. EDMUND
Director, Department of Recreation

Akron, Ohio

The Akron Department
of Recreation, representing

the cooperation and the

combined budgets of the

city and the Board of Edu-

cation, now has organized

recreation activities for

these children.

Two brothers, eleven and

seven years old, crippled

since childhood, yet real

boys enough to keep base-

ball scrapbooks and follow

the great American game

religiously on their radio,

had this to say concerning
a visit paid them by Luke

Sewell, an Akron resident

and catcher for the Chicago
White Sox, arranged as a

part of the activity pro-

gram : "Gee, but it was swell. He came right into

our dining room where Johnnie and I have our

desks. That was grand, 'specially because Johnnie
and I can't walk you know. But yesterday we

didn't mind so much that we can't go out and

play baseball with the rest of the boys. We didn't

feel so left out of things."

The organization for the program has been

carefully planned and is under the supervision of

Russel Hastier, a man who is interested in these

children and can speak their own language, for he

still carries mute evidence of a misfortune of his

own childhood. The first thirty boys and girls to

take part in the activity program were selected

from a group recommended by a local social

agency, but the others have been included at the

request of friends and parents. The program is

only started
;
the ground has barely been scratched.

The recreation opportunities offered these young-
sters depend upon two important things whati

they want to do, and what their doctors or sur-

geons will allow them to do. The general result

is, let them do what they want to if possible, be

it music, art, handcraft, or some passive activity.

Members of the regular recreation staff
doj

the supervising and instructing as a part of their i

(Continued on page 449) \ jl
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Some Sports and Their Development

By AGATHA VARELA
Washington, D. C.

WHATEVER
THE DAMAGE, great or little, caused

by football today, it is at least confined to

the players and the goal posts ! Five or six

hundred years ago the limits were much broader.

In Merrie England, in those good old days of

manly sport, the teams, followed by old men,

young men, maids and matrons, and a motley as-

sortment of children and dogs, would go plung-

ing after the ball through village streets, up one

and down the next, in a mad, hair-raising scram-

ble which caused such havoc and destruction that

terrified merchants were forced to close their

shops while a game was in progress. The worthy
merchants protested the game so long and loudly

because of the damage it did their trade and

wares, that in 1314 Edward III forbid the play-

ing of it.

As the Romans Played Football

Yet in all justice to football, its history contains

jmany less violent and more glamorous pages. The

Florentines of the Renaissance, in particular,

played a brand very different from that of the

English. They developed their own variety, an

elegant and showy sport in which only noblemen

were permitted to indulge, which was preceded

arid followed by a parade of the players and their

attendants, all garbed in costly silks and velvets,

and which was rendered pleasanter for them by

frequent rest periods during the game, when, with

a happy ignorance of training rules, they would

refresh themselves by eating sweetmeats and sip-

ping wine, and would bask contentedly in the ad-

miring smiles of the lovely ladies of Florence !

But the game of their football antecedents, the

Romans, showed little of this re-

finement and elegance. A crude,

rough sport, it was not indulged

in to any great extent by the

i citizens as a whole, but we have

word that one of the greatest

of the emperors, Caesar Augus-
;tus, was very fond of playing

With this issue we begin the publi-
cation of a series of articles by
Miss Varela on the historical back-

ground of some of our most popular

sports, some of which were known
in other countries hundreds of years

ago. The interesting development
of football and hockey is described

this month. Facts about archery,
tennis and polo will be presented

later issues of RECREATION.n

"One peaceable citizen of London

described an early game of foot-

ball thus: 'For as concerning foot-

ball playing, I protest it may rather

be called a friendly kind of fight

than a play or recreation; a bloody
and murthering practice than a

friendly sport or pastime.'"

it. With the Greeks, who are generally considered

to have originated it, football was far more popu-
lar than with the Romans, and was, according to

all accounts, even wilder and more uncouth. The

greatest of the Greeks was one Aristonico Caristo

whose prowess the Athenians forever immortal-

ized by raising a statue in his honor.

Football in England

In England, football had rather a gruesome be-

ginning, for tradition holds that the first English

football was the skull of a Danish invader which

the playful youths of Chester were fond of kick-

ing about. From this simple start the game de-

veloped into the public menace against which

Edward III issued his famous edict. Other later

kings forbid football more because they wanted

their subjects to use all their spare time practic-

ing archery in order to fight in the wars, than out

of any concern for the public safety. Their edicts

were calmly ignored, however, and football con-

tinued to be played with gusto. In many villages

the custom began of holding big games annually

on Shrove Tuesday and these games took a variety

of quaint forms. At Scone and Melrose, the bach-

elors played the married men. At Inverness, the

old maids were teamed against

the matrons. In one little Suf-

folk town, all the old hags
would turn out to choose sides

of twelve each and play from

noon until six. Although these

Shrove Tuesday games gradu-

ally died out in most of the

409
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villages, even today in some remote corners of

England the people still delight in taking part

once a year in the crude rough variety of football

which their ancestors so enjoyed.

Seeing the impossibility of preventing football,

the crown at last recognized it, and some mem-
bers of royalty even came to enjoy it. Mary,

Queen of Scots, the greatest royal fan of whom
we read, delighted in organizing her retinue into

teams which played impromptu games for her

amusement. It was her son, James I, who first

sanctioned football playing in England, and in con-

sequence there immediately began a variety of

football in public schools which gradually develop-

ed into the fine game of Rugby that the English
so enjoy today.

The original Rugby was solely a kicking game,
but when, in 1823, a lad named Ellis inadvertently

ran with the ball, such a storm of controversy
arose over the problem of "to run or not to run,"

that at last the two schools of thought on the sub-

ject separated and those wanting only kicking

formed the London Football Association, and

those allowing carrying continued to call their

game Rugby. Visitors to Rugby School today

may see a small inscription upon a stone wall

which reveals the pride of the old school in the

deed of her famous son, Ellis.

"This stone

Commemorates the exploits of
William Webb Ellis

Who with a fine disregard for the rules of
Football as played in his time
First took the ball in his arms and ran with it

Thus originating the distinctive feature of
The Rugby Game.

A. D. 1823."

In the United States

In the United States, the early collegiate games
were very similar to the English Association

games. Crude and rough like early football in the

mother country, it was slowly but surely tamed

and civilized by the great colleges that took it up.

Yale has the first record of an organized game
which occurred in 1840 between the Frosh and

the Sophs. In the early games, lack of rules and

originality on the part of coaches and teams

caused incidents so amusing that football fans

have been chuckling over them ever since. The
most famous were probably those that concerned

the lads who greased their pants so that it was

impossible to tackle them ; the boys who embroid-

ered footballs on their jerseys that couldn't be

distinguished from the real pigskin, and the en-

terprising player who made a touchdown with the

ball hidden under his jersey.

Those were the days when American football

was in its infancy, yet in the comparatively short

time since the middle of the last century, the

United States has developed such a brand of play

that it forces one to the conclusion that in spite

of all of the entertaining features of football as

played by other countries in other centuries, it

was all merely the background and preparation

for the climax of football history, our great

American game of today.

Hockey

An amazing fact which might well be addec

Ripley's collection of "Believe It or Not," is tl

the ancient Greeks played hockey. The proof

this was disclosed in 1922 by some archaeologists,

who, excavating near Athens, uncovered a pedes-

tal which they identified as having been construct-

ed by Themistocles about 500 B. C. and on which

are carved some boys playing hockey. Two with

crooked sticks are bending over the ball ready for

the bully, and four others are standing in position

to receive it. Even down to small details the game
is apparently identical with our modern one.

The Romans also played a game very similar to

ours, using the same curved stick, but playing

with a leather ball instead of a wooden one. Yet

in spite of the undoubted connection between

these ancient games and our modern one, it is

impossible, because of the thousands of interven-

ing years, to discover their true relationship.

Hockey in Great Britain

Actually, we can trace our hockey only back to its

more recent ancestors, the Scotch, Irish, and Eng-

lish games. In these three countries hockey was

called by a different name, but was played in almost

exactly the same way. The Irish called their game

"hurley," the Scotch named theirs "shinty," and

the English, "bandy." Records reveal that the

Irish played as early as the second century A. D.

and that although nine usually played on a side,

an unlimited number could take part. A quaint

old Irish legend describes a game in which one lad'

of superhuman strength was matched against a

hundred and fifty. He won a goal, thereby greatly

annoying his opponents en masse, who proceeded

to attack him. He managed to kill fifty, but wasj

overcome in the end, and his head was knocked ;

off by a hockey stick !
\
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In Scotland the game
seems to have been a little

'less blood-thirsty and a

great deal more aristocra-

| tic,
for at one time a Scotch

i king played. He was Alex-

ander the Fierce who reign-

ed in Scotland from 1107-

1124, a strong and brave
!

ruler who took greatly to

: the game, and in between
'

his struggles to subdue his

i enemies, engaged in it often

upon his native heath.

The history of hockey in

England is almost entirely obscured by time, and
is referred to in literature only at most infrequent
intervals. The most interesting reference to it is

in Macauley's "Essays on Bunyan," in which he

remarks about Bunyan, that "bell-ringing and

playing hockey on Sundays seems to have been

the worst vices of this depraved tinker." From
this we would infer that the game in England
had become considerably tamed since its earliest

days.

But in Scotland it continued to be almost as

spirited as in the time of Alexander the Fierce,

and whole clans would play against each other.

It happened that late in the seventeen hundreds

there was considerable feeling between the great

Campbell and McLean clans, because the Camp-
bells approved of the House of Hanover being on

the throne of England, and the McLeans still

sighed for the return of the Stuarts. So one day
the Campbells challenged the McLeans to a Shinty,
or Hockey match, to decide whether the Hanovers
or the Stuarts were more fit to rule England.
McLean ordered all of his men to appear without

fail, and a cousin of his, Mrs. Clephane, fired with

his enthusiasm, warned her tenants that if they
did not go to the game, she would raise their rent.

The consequence was that the McLean contingent

j

that appeared for the match was far larger than

the Campbell ! From the customary beginning of

burying the ball in a hole in the sand, and then

struggling to find it, to the end of the game, the

play was wild and fierce. But wily McLean kept
some of his best men in reserve and sent them in

from time to time to renew the fight against the

; exhausted Campbells. Finally, the latter admitted

i they could play no longer, and amid great rejoic-

I

ing from every McLean in the clan, the Stuarts

were acknowledged superior to the Hanoverians.

"The name 'hockey
1

cannot be claimed by
either the Scotch or the Irish, but is derived
from an old French word 'Hoquet,

1

mean-
ing shepherd's crook. Just when the French
took up the game is impossible to say, al-

though it seems to have developed much
later there than it did across the Channel.
There is one exquisite relic, however, still

preserved,
which proves that it was played

in France at least in the fifteenth century.
This is a unique old prayer book that be-

longed to the Dutchess of Burgundy, in

which there are several illustrations of
fifteenth century games. One depicts the

shepherds before the Nativity, playing
hockey to warm themselves."

It was about the middle

of the next century that

hockey began to come into

its own in England. Al-

though played in an unsci-

entific way, and varying in

rules in different localities,

it underwent an amazing
revival throughout the is-

land. By 1870 many clubs

had been formed, and by

1875-76 uniform rules had

been made for all clubs.

But the real birthday of

modern hockey was 1886,

for in that year the first Hockey Association was

formed. Since then it has spread rapidly through
both England and America and is played en-

thusiastically as well in Belgium, Holland, Ger-

many, France, Denmark, Egypt, and India. The
last named country boasts as many as 3,000 teams.

As far as women's hockey is concerned, the

first women's club in England was formed in

1886, and it was introduced to the United States

at Bryn Mawr in 1901 by an English enthusiast,

Miss Constance Applebee. For some twenty years
there was little interest in the sport among the fair

sex of this country, but in 1921 an English
women's team touring over here aroused great

enthusiasm that has never waned, and today

hockey is played in almost every girls' school and

college in the country, and teams from the United

States frequently take, part in international

matches.

Ice Hockey
The latest and by far the most thrilling version

of hockey is played on ice. Probably the fastest

game ever played, it is of English origin, and was

carried to Canada early in this century by Lord

Stanley's suite when he came to be Governor-

General of the Dominion. The Canadians took it

up with great gusto, and in seeking opponents
tried to start the sportsmen from the United

States playing. The Canadians, naturally, did not

object to the necessary freezing temperature, but

their neighbors to the south most decidedly did.

This country could not become enthusiastic about

ice hockey until that great ice engineer, George C.

Flunk, started building rinks with artificial ice.

Now that the American public can keep its toes

warm, it watches ice hockey as one of its greatest

(Continued on page 450)



Thanksgiving "0iblets

"Is there anything new under

the sun?" The answer seems

to be "No" when holiday time

rolls around! May you find

a few suggestions here not

too time-worn for your use!

THESE
a-little-bit-different Thanksgiv-

ing "giblets" which have been glean-

ed here and there from the wealth of

almost-too-familiar material available on

Thanksgiving, may serve to fill in that

blank space in your plans which so far

has defied all your efforts at solution.

If it's a harvest party you are having, this in-

vitation may be used :

Hold open the date you'll find down below

We're raisin some pears to beat it, you know
To the Han'est Farm Party we're giving at night

To cut up some capers and cabbage the right

To orange a good time, and we don't care a fig,

If you turnip the sod, you'll sure have to dig.

The peppery gang might squash you, if late ;

So dress as a farmer and be there at eight.

Hostess Date

Or perhaps you need a skit for very small chil-

dren at a party or on a program. The Nebraska

State University Extension Service suggests these

three skits in its Thanksgiving bulletin.

Thanksgiving. Twelve small children are se-

lected. Each has a large square of orange card-

board hung on a card around his neck. Each card

bears a letter of the word "Thanksgiving" printed

boldly in black. The letters are turned toward the

children as they file out before the group. As
each in turn says a line he turns his card over so

the letter is visible.

T is for turkey, the biggest in town,
H is for Hattie who baked it so brown,
A is for apples the best we could find,

N is for nuts that we eat when we've dined.

K is for kisses for those we love best,

S is for salad we serve to each guest,

G is for gravy that everyone takes

I is for ice cream that comes with the cakes,

V is for verses on peppermint drops,
I is for inquiries when anyone stops,

N is for the way we nibble our cheese

G is for grace when we've done with all these.
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Thanksgiving Dinner. This skit requires six sm

children and a little larger child, and may be pan-

tomimed or be acted with appropriate properties.

Larger Child: What do you want for Thanksgiving
dinner ?

Speak up loud and clear

And before you say "Jack Robinson"

It will all be here.

(Two children enter and set food, real or imaginary,

on table)

First Child: Here come the celery stalks so tall

Second Child: Here comes the turkey, most important

of all.

(Two more children enter)

Third Child: I've mashed potato as white as snow.

Fourth Child: We need sweet ones, too, of course you

know.

(Fifth child enters)

Fifth Child: Here come the nuts and pumpkin pie

As yellow as .gold, and good oh my !

Larger Child: (Steps forward to survey table.)

Now the table is quite ready
I'm sure that all is right

(Small girl enters)

But what can Ruth be bringing?

Ruth: I bring an appetite.

Winifred A. Hoag.

For older boys and girls or adults the Nebraska

State University Extension Service suggests th

following song, which may be altered with east

to fit any group or the solo parts may be com-'

pletely re-written to fit a particular theme 01

party.

Scarecrow Quartette. The singers are costumec

in ragged old clothes, exactly like scarecrows. Ha}
should be sticking from holes in hats and c



Cotton gloves stuck out on the ends of the hands

make the fingers look more lifeless. When the

:

curtain goes up, these figures are discovered

standing among corn shocks. They assume the

stiff attitude of scarecrows.

Way Down Yonder in the Corn Field

1st Oh we're the boys of Scarecrow Town
All Way down yonder in the corn field,

!

2nd We can't look up, so we all look down
i All Way down yonder in the corn field.

'

3rd We stand and we stand and we stand all day

! All Way down yonder in the corn field,

}

4th To frighten thieving crows away
All Way down yonder in the corn field.

1st My ! but the sun gets awful hot !

All Way down yonder in the corn field.

2nd Till we don't care if school keeps or not.

All Way down yonder in the corn field.

3rd And nobody in this whole big nation,

All Way down yonder in the corn field,

4th Thinks scarecrows need any vacation

All Way down yonder in the corn field,

I 1st But now the things we've always prized

i All Way down yonder in the corn field

(2nd
Have come to pass, for we've organized

i All Way down yonder in the corn field.

13rd We're up to date now nothing slow

All Way down yonder in the corn field,

4th For we joined (the Grange, Farm Bureau, Farmers

Union, name of any local organization) you know

All -Way down yonder in the corn field.

The Massachusetts State College Extension

Specialist has compiled a Thanksgiving bulletin

which suggests that the following may be por-

trayed in playlets, tableaux or shadow pictures :

A. Ancient deities

Ceres with a sheaf of wheat

Mondamin, bearing maise

Pomona, with apples (on a branch)

Dionysus, carrying grapes on the vine

Antomnus with the orange tree.

B. Our Forefathers' Time
A New England log cabin with figures of John

Alden, PriscHla and Miles Standish

Pilgrims' first Thanksgiving

Pilgrims going to church

A WPA Recreation Bulletin from Montana

: tells of walnut favors to be made for a party.

Unbroken walnut halves are fastened to a square

of Omodelo (or glued to cardboard) and filled

with small candies. A sail is made of paper for

this small "Mayflower" and a mast is made from

ia toothpick. The favors become place cards

when the recipient's name is written on the sail.

The mast may be inserted in the candy or put in

paraffin in the bottom of the empty shell.
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For children the walnuts may be filled with

paraffin with a string placed in it before it hardens.

After the refreshments the "Mayflowers" with

lighted wicks may be sailed on a dishpan sea.

Here are appropriate poems for recitation, dra-

matization or posting on bulletin boards :

When the Frost is on the Pumpkin,

James Whitcomb Riley

Thanksgiving, Phoebe Gary
Harvest Hymn, The Pumpkin, The Corn Song

John G. Whittier

The Landing of the Pilgrims, Felicia Hemans
Selections from Courtship of Miles Standish,

Henry W. Longfellow
These songs, as well as the lighter folk harvest

songs, will add to your program :

Harvest Home Twice 55 Community Songs
(Green Book)* $.25

Landing of the Pilgrims Twice 55 Community
Songs (Green Book) 25

The Sun Worshippers Twice 55 Plus Community
Songs (the New Brown Book) 15

Come, Ye Thankful People, Come Twice 55 Plus

Community Songs (the New Brown Book) 15

Alleluia Ten Folk Songs and Ballads 12

A Mighty Fortress (Ein' Feste Burg) in many col-

lections of hymns
America the Beautiful in many collections
* The song books listed here may be obtained from the

National Recreation Association.

Bibliography

Here are sources of more ideas for your

Thanksgiving program obtainable from the Na-

tional Recreation Association :

The Three Thanksgivings, a November Humoresque,

by Faith Van Valkenburgh Vilas $.25

To a worldly family with teen-age children, appear
the figures of Thanksgiving Past, Present and

Future who cause the family to change their plans.

32 characters.

The Captain's Dilemma, by Marion Holbrook 10

A clever playlet version of the Courtship of Miles

Standish.

For a Plappy Thanksgiving, by A. D. Zanzig 10

Full directions and suggestions for a Harvest

Community Night. (Reprinted from the October

1936 RECREATION.)

Harvest Festival, by Marion Holbrook 10

Suggestions for a dance, Old English Harvest

revel, Pilgrim procession and a husking bee to be

woven into a festival.

A Thanksgiving Ceremonial Free

A brown-clothed Reader, a Choir, Earth Mother,
Earth Children, Pilgrims, Pioneers and Those

Who Share present a ceremonial largely of song
and procession. Especially suitable for church or

school.

(Continued on page 450)



An Unusual Band

LNE
COUNTY, Oregon,

boasts a most unusual

band in its WPA pro-

gram. In it beginners sit be-

side master musicians, and

the ages of its members vary from nine to over

sixty years. The members represent a wide range

of occupations as well, for there are barbers,

farmers, clerks, teachers, architects, business men,

bank employees and students in the band, the

students ranging from the fifth grade to college.

The fact that five of the members once directed

bands makes the group even more out of the ordi-

nary. One of these men wears a gold medal

awarded him for winning a directing contest at

the World's Fair in Chicago. One directed circus

bands for years, and still another organized and

directed a band in one of the local lodges for over

ten years. These men take turns, with the director,

at the baton.

It may seem that if beginners are to play side

by side with master musicians only very elemen-

tary selections can be used, yet our numbers have

included the following :

Overtures: William Tell (simplified edition)

Light Cavalry
Three Blind Mice

Serenades : When Life is Brightest

Cupid's Chorus

Circus: Chicken Roll

Bear Cat

Marches : Our Director

Washington Gray
The problem of using beginners is met by hav-

ing experienced players sit beside them and coach

them in the difficult numbers. Beginners are also

asked to come early to practice, thus receiving

extra practice and help from the director, and

some inexperienced players take lessons at home
or at school. In beginning a new piece the less

skilled players sometimes sit watching and listen-

ing for a short time, thus training the ear and

observing the technique to be attained.

Group morale and group solidarity are further

cemented by social activities. Often the members
of the band attend a movie together following the

concert or a rehearsal. Sometimes light refresh-

ments are served. Some little social feature is

planned each week.
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By GEORGE C. BERREMAN
Supervisor

WPA Adult Education and Recreation

Lane County, Oregon

The band has none of the

advantages accorded the mu- ;

sicians .working under the

Federal Music Project, for

no player except the director

is paid for his services. No music is furnished;

there is no provision for a place of meeting and

no funds are available to purchase instruments.

These essentials must be secured as best they can.

The problem of a meeting place was solved by

using the county court room. Some of the instru-

ments used were owned by members of the group, |

some were furnished by the director, and some

were borrowed or purchased on credit. Music

was purchased on credit when necessary, and

benefit concerts, private donations and subscrip-

tions were used to cancel the indebtedness. In

some cases the music was furnished by the di-

rector, in others it was borrowed. A good deal of

ingenuity was necessary, since it is no light task

to provide music for a band of seventy-five mem-

bers using sixty pieces.

The band has played for business houses, pub-

lic forums, parades, a county produce show, pub-

lic markets, an old men's horseshoe tournament

and civic functions. If at all possible, all calls for

the services of the band are granted. This sum-

mer a number of children were added to the

group and the entire band was incorporated into

the large recreation program which the City of

Eugene, in cooperation with the WPA recreation

staff sets up each summer.

Mr. R. G. Dykstra, the director of this unusual

band, was a member of the University of Wash-

ington band during his student days. He then

spent fifteen years as superintendent of schools

in various communities. Later as educational ad-

visor in the CCC camps he won recognition for

outstanding work. Last year he served as director

of a neighboring high school band which took

second place in the state contest.

According to a statement issued by the National

Association of Band Instrument Manufacturers

over 2,000,000 boys and girls are now playing in

school bands. There are from 35,000 to 40,000

school bands in the United States, and the num-

ber is rapidly increasing. School music, as a

cultural interest, is making itself felt.



San ranciscos Junior Museum

\JUNIOR

MUSEUM, established in the fall of

1935, is the interesting and ambitious proj-

ect of the San Francisco Recreation Com-
rfssion. It seeks to help young people realize the

lauties of nature, the important facts of history

id the achievements of man, to illustrate the

]inciples of science and to provide opportunities
:r creative education through various activities

< hobbies. It is also its objective to help other

aisting agencies in developing and maintaining

fiolesome personalities in children.

The Commission hopes further, as the officials

v the Brooklyn Children's Museum have express-

^ it, "to build up gradually a museum that will

(light and instruct the children who visit it; to

ting together collections in every branch of Nat-

ul history that is calculated to interest children,

cd to stimulate their powers of observation and
i lection by collections and

Inures, cartoons and 'charts,

ndels, maps and so on, in

f :h of the important branches

c knowledge which is taught
i the elementary schools.

'"The museum through its

elections, library director,

crators and assistants will at-

tnpt to bring the child,

iether attending school or

into direct relation with

most important subjects

Vt appeal to the interest of

THE PURPOSE
"To make possible the complete visu-

alization of the potential values which

lie in the free time now available to

the youth of the nation under our

present economic set-up, if they can

be led to utilize such leisure in whole-

some recreational pursuits that not

only provide enjoyment but lend their

influence in developing the physical

well-being, mental poise, personality

and general outlook upon life that go
to make fine, sturdy men and women
and good, dependable citizens."

children in their daily life in the- school room, in

their reading, in their games and rambles in the

fields, and in the industries that are being carried

on about them or in which they themselves later

may become engaged."

Activities

Already an imposing number of activities are

being carried on. By April, 1937, boys and girls

might be found busily engaged, after school hours

and on Saturdays, in any of the following:

Nature Study. The study of wild flowers, trees

and shrubs; collecting, pressing and classifying;

casting flowers and leaves in wax, and wild flower

painting trips are offered young botanists.

Those interest in geology may study rocks and

minerals, volcanoes, glaciers, erosion, soil, fossils

and earthquakes. They are shown methods of

collecting and classifying rocks

and minerals and are taken on

field trips.

Birds, insects and amphi-
bians are studied in the mu-
seum and in the field. Children

learn how to collect, classify

and mount insects. They go on

bird hikes.

Would-be gardeners are of-

fered garden architecture, gar-

dening, flower arrangement,
and may study soil, plant

growth, flower books, the care

415
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of house plants and the construction of miniature

and rock gardens.

Those who love the beach and shore can study

sea life in field trips and collect shells and other

marine forms, classifying them, mounting and

preserving them correctly.

Handcraft. Many a model hobbiest finds lead-

ers and tools to help him in his "work" at the

museum. Opportunities are provided for mak-

ing models of aeroplanes, gliders, boats (modern
and ancient), railroads and dwellings. The young

scientist, too, may use the workshop, making bird

houses, bird feeding stations and collecting equip-

ment such as insect nets and plant presses. The

geologist or anyone else may make relief maps
of some area he or she has explored.

Clubs. Some of the activities are run on a club

basis. In April of this year a child might choose

from among the following clubs : Wildflower,

Bird Study, Butterfly, Biology, Geology, Model

Aeroplane, Model Ship, Model Railroad and

Model Stamp Club.

Future Plans. As new material is added, more

activities will be offered to the playground di-

rectors and their groups. The museum hopes in

the near future to add forestry, Indian lore, bas-

ket weaving, leathercraft and art.

A program will be arranged for nature study

walks and collecting trips to be conducted by a

member of the museum staff. This program will

consist of general

nature study
walks and bird

hikes ; wild flower,

insect and rock-

collecting trips,

and trips to local

museums and
zoos.

Children's Art

Gallery. It is pro-

posed that a cen-

tral space be pro-

vided for Cali-

fornia work, with

smaller gallery cu-

bicles for exhibits

of other countries

around the Pacific

and general Euro-

pean and Eastern

American cities.

"One of the most interesting manifestations ir

the world today is the art work of children. Thi;

is evidenced in numerous recent exhibitions am
collections of children's paintings and sculptures

In the wake of the progressive movement in edu

cation and enlightened legislation in many coun

tries, children's art work of a high standard of ex

cellence and originality of conception has delighte<

and amazed the world of adult spectators and en

couraged to greater expression the creative lif

children."

Administration

The museum is a division of the San Francisol

Recreation Commission, which has put in genera:

charge of the museum and its activities a ger

committee with members from Stanford

versity and the University of California, from

California Academy of Sciences and similar in

stitutions. The staff is made up of both employe'

and volunteer workers and consists of a directoii

Mr. B. C. Walker, and a number of technics

clerical assistants.

:al an

Readers of RECREATION who wish to secure ac

ditional information regarding this interesting an

unique experiment in providing a junior museui

may obtain it by writing the Recreation Commit

sion, City Hall, San Francisco, California.



Recreation Rehabilitates the Shut-in

FODAY

A NEW hope beats in

the hearts of the thousands

of maladjusted, handicap-

d, and underprivileged in

ur public institutions. State

Recreation Divisions of the Works Progress Ad-

linistration have, by providing trained leadership,

?d the way in an experimental program looking

pvvard a more humane approach to the problem
if readjusting these people to social life.

i The need for a recreation program in their in-

titutions has been recognized by heads of prisons,

sformatories, detention homes, orphanages, and

ospitals of all sorts. Mr. R. A. McGee, Warden

f the New York City Penitentiary writes, "Every-

ne is agreed that recreation has a positive thera-

eutic value. However, the chief weakness of the

screational programs in institutions in the past

!as been a lack of skilled supervision." WPA
bders have been trained on the job for guiding

hildren and adults in recreation activities. Dur-

ag the past two years, emergency recreation lead-

rs have had an opportunity to offset the lack of

ppervision and conduct a program which is

jrankly experimental.

A recent survey of this institutional recreation

rogram, now in its third year in many places,

as made in fifteen states and New York City.

xpressions of appreciation from institution of-

cials show that the program is a success. It has

ijusted individuals to institutional routines and

ft them with a healthy, outlook, ready and

ixious to resume a normal place in the life of the

utside world. With its

mphasis on the rehabili-

ition of the individual, it

as moderated some of the

aditional systems of dis-

ipline. Many public wel-

are heads have proved its

alue by accepting both

ie program and its lead-

rs as a permanent tax-

-ipported part of institu-

onal life.

The policy of the emer-

ncy recreation program
i institutions has been

By EDUARD C. LINDEMAN
Director

Recreation Division

Works Progress Administration

enough to supply the medical

and physical needs of those

who are institutionalized. The

complete person must be serv-

ed. He must be assisted in his

adjustment to institutional life, and to life beyond
the institution walls. Institutions should not be

regarded as places in which to confine people from

whom society needs protection. Institutions should

properly be regarded as centers of rehabilitation

with an ultimate return to normal society as the

objective.

"By providing recreation leaders to public in-

stitutions, it is hoped that the general public will

respond sufficiently to permit the inclusion of

these activities as a necessary and permanent part

of institutional responsibility."

There has been little chance heretofore for labo-

ratory analysis of a recreation program in action

in institutions. Methods and procedures were of

necessity experimental at first. Close cooperation

with experts in criminology and mental therapy in

basic research and observation of WPA programs

has led to worthwhile discoveries. Some recogni-

tio.n has been given by members of the professions

who have watched these experiments with interest.

Puppetry in Psychiatric Wards

The best known and most outstanding develop-

ment has been the production of puppet plays in

the psychiatric ward for children of Bellevue

Hospital, New York City.* The emotionally-dis-

turbed youngsters, obsessed with hatred of parents

and all forms of discipline

^ ~ u and order, have identified
Recreation welcomes this opportunity to pub-

lish an article telling of emergency recre- themselves with the pup-

ation programs in institutions. The National pet characters and found

Recreation Association for a number of years harmless release for vic-

has promoted play in institutions and since
jous impUlses. Through

1930 has employed a special worker who has
the ir spontaneous re-

given full time to helping institution..of van-

ous types develop recreational programs. I he

Association also maintains a bulletin service to

institutions and from time to time publishes

articles on some phase of the subject. Increas-

ingly local municipal recreation departments

are extending their services to shut-ins. It is

encouraging to know that the Federal govern-

ment, by supplying emergency recreation lead- Bender, M.D. and Adolf G. Woit
__ _ j_ LI* !_ ~i.!l. .^! A M<- \f vMAirinn A rf\f\re* WlHp-

tion of the play. These un-

conscious comments and

* A complete report of this proj-
ect may be found in "The use
of puppet shows as a psychothera-

peutic method for behavior prob-
lems in, children" by Lauretta

ated thus: "It is not

ers to public institutions, is making a more wide

spread program possible in this important field.

mann; pp. 341-354, The American
Journal of Ortho psychiatry, Vol.

VI, No. 3, July, 1936.
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those made later when the children in a group dis-

cuss the play have given psychiatrists an insight

into the character of their disturbances. Case his-

tories of each child's reaction, made by nurses and

doctors, are used to plan hospital and post-hos-

pital treatment.

The main character in the majority of the plays

is Casper, a German folk character similar to the

English Punch. "He is eager, searching, curious,

freely expressing his wants ; active, responding to

his inner needs, without feelings of guilt or

anxiety; only wanting what he wants and de-

termined to get it; he is aggressive if necessary,

he is bound to succeed and he cannot be hurt, and

after each adventure he is always ready for the

next one; he is reasonably brave, but does not

hesitate to run away when it is advisable ;
and he

has a strong sense of his own superiority and no

feelings of inferiority because there is always help

at hand when he is too weak for any situation.

In othef words, Casper represents all that the

child would like to be himself." Other characters

Charlie the monkey, the policeman, the alligator

represent familiar friends or enemies, particu-

larly parents.

At crucial points in the stories, the audience

directs (jasper's actions in no uncertain terms. In

answer to his question, "What shall we do about

schools?" comes the roaring response, "Burn 'em!"

"What about mothers and fathers?"

"Kill 'em !"

But this time there are dissenting voices, "Let

my mother alone." Sometimes fights break out

immediately between the two factions. Casper ca-

joles. He asks how they would like to be killed,

how they would feel if they no longer had moth-

ers. In time the group agrees with the original

dissenters.

The children themselves make the puppets,
which helps them to see the humor and unreality

in Casper being attacked by the bad alligator. The

puppeteer, whom the children know as Uncle Cas-

per, works very closely with them. Because of his

identification with Casper the puppet, they find it

much easier to talk intimately with him than with

nurses or doctors. Information he gains in this

informal way is most useful to the psychiatrist.

Recreation in Prisons

The recreation leader in the State Prison, at

Waupun, Wisconsin, was faced with a difficulty

common to most institutions. Because of the pre-
determined schedule of the prison, he had only a

short exercise period in which to conduct his phy-

sical activities. The situation was met by his de-

veloping a new game which he calls scrimmage
ball. This combination of soccer and basketbal

calls for four teams playing at the same time

With twelve on a team, it keeps forty-eight meri

in action all through this short period, i

These organized games have helped to ease tht

tension for the men and have, in a way, reversec

their standards. "Their attitude toward society i:

one of suspicion," writes the recreation officer o

the prison. "It is a natural attitude and to be ex

pected. This same attitude, in some isolated in

stances, carries over into any project of the prisor

I am glad to state, however, that the great ma

jority of the inmates have welcomed the
recreaj

tion 'program. These men, however, are largel i

ignorant of the idea of sportsmanship, of

play. ... In the recreation program the

learning to abide by the decisions of others,

cooperate with their teammates, to accept and pe

form their duties in the game, to become a cog i

a larger machine, to forget their own preference

in favor of the well-being of something more irr

portant than their own individual interests -

learning all this, not because of superimposed at

thority, but because it is taken for granted tht

they are there to play the game, and that is th

only way to play it."

Craft work introduced into the prison ward o

Kingston Avenue Hospital, Brooklyn, wher

women receive treatment while awaiting trial, ha

had a similar effect. A resentful and suspiciot

group at the start of the program two years ag(

the girls now enjoy the privilege of occupatioi

They are proud of the woven, knitted, crochete*

and braided articles made in the separate rooi

set apart for their use. The design and workmar

ship of the articles are good, although the rru

jority had had no experience in handicrafts.

Hospital Recreation

Hospital attendants often have reason to thar

recreation leaders who make their work less di

ficult. In Kings County Hospital, Brooklyn,

serious problem was presented by the large grot

of children wandering through the halls on visi

ing day. Hospital regulations barred childrt

under twelve from the adult wards on this da

When at last one person was injured, a reque

was made for a recreation leader to organize a

tivities for these forty-odd stray children. A c!

rected program of story-telling, active games, i^.



RECREATION REHABILITATES THE SHUT-IN

A youthful patient in St. Luke's Hospital,
Riverside, California, drawing pictures to
illustrate stories told him by a WPA worker.

nging games soon solved the problem to

the benefit of the children as well as the

hospital attendants. Mothers took an in-

terest and went home with information

about stories and games which might be

taught their own children. A similar prob-

lem was solved by the same method in a

Detroit Children's Clinic waiting room.

It has been found that music is very

soothing to the insane. The State Hospital

in Pontiac, Michigan, although skeptical

of the outcome, allowed the WPA to set

up a music project as an experiment within

the hospital. It has turned out so success-

fully that the officials of the hospital are

considering giving the project director permanent

employment. It is a particularly impressive per-

formance, the inmates singing, perhaps a little too

lustily, in the chapel, accompanied by one of their

number. An orchestra also has been formed in

the hospital to play at concerts and small affairs,

and especially at meal time. Although capable of

carrying on a conversation, the inmates do not talk

very much at dinner. Music fills the gap.

At Mendota State Hospital, Mendota, Wiscon-

sin, social dancing has been added to the music

program for the insane. The patients enjoy their

dances, hardly able to wait from one number to

the next. They conduct themselves in a surpris-

ingly civilized and well mannered fashion. All

are given individual attention.

The Physically Handicapped

Their physical handicaps need no longer cut off

the crippled, the blind and the disabled from nor-

mal existence. No matter how limited the patient's

abilities, they can often be expanded. Now the

blind tap dance so well that on occasion they have

been requested to provide an evening's entertain-

ment, the crippled wrestle, and those with speech
disorders debate. To accomplish these results,

recreation leaders in institutions were forced to

discover new methods of instruction.

In New York City the recreation program for

the blind is as complete as any other program in

the
city. It includes swimming and bowling,

^ forums, public speaking, games, dancing, dra-

matics, and music. Game room activities for chil-

dren seek to develop the sense of hearing to re-

place in some degree their lost sight. Rolling a

ball toward the person calling for it helps the

blind child recognize the voice of the person

speaking and estimate direction and distance from
the sound. Added difficulties in teaching dancing
are met when the participant is deaf and dumb as

well as blind. Recreation leaders cooperating with

the community workers for the blind have used a

simplified code by which they tap out instructions

in the palm of the participant's hand.

A program of physical activities, social danc-

ing and simple dramatics is carried on in the Insti-

tute for the Crippled and Disabled in New York

City. All patients, some wearing artificial limbs

and carrying crutches, participate in at least a part
of the program. Normal play with other mem-
bers of the group helps to eliminate self-conscious-

ness as well as provide necessary exercise. Mus-

cular control is restored to many in the therapeu-

tic pool, with swimming instructors assisting. Re-

habilitation is carried as far as possible by close

cooperation with the employment service of the

crippled and disabled. Rhythm and motion in

music, dramatics and games tend to ease the body

strain and tension which are the base for many

speech disorders. These activities form only a

part of the full recreation program established

by WPA in the National Hospital for Speech Dis-

orders, New York City.
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Convalescents at Play

The convalescent child is a problem all to him-

self, not so much to the physician as to the nurses.

Sometimes, petulant with illness or restless with

returning health, he tries various toys, tiring almost

immediately. And here it is wise to remember

that such petulance, such restlessness, would have

to be met by busy nurses if the recreation work-

ers were not available. Nurses think in terms of

the very sick. A convalescing patient must be left

to himself more or less. This the child patient re-

sents. He has had attention, perhaps too much,

from parents at home. His ego is hurt when a

sicker child in the ward demands the nurse's at-

tention, and he begins to marshal his needs and

his demands. If ignored, he becomes fretful, more

conscious of his physical condition, retarded in his

convalescence, and a real problem to nurses.

In the Children's Hospital in Detroit there are

four recreation leaders who are greeted by con-

valescent children with a friendly, "Hi, teacher!"

as they make their daily rounds with three-tiered

carts. Out of the carts come toys, games, sketch

pads, crayolas, paper and paste, rubber balls and

dolls. Attention is given to making special toys

adaptable to the convalescing child.- Paints, clay

and similar materials are omitted because they are

unsuitable to use in bed. The child is occupied,

and at the same time creative. Often the desire

to draw or build is awakened not by direct in-

struction but by bedside story-telling. Soon the

child himself, instead of the leader, is drawing the

illustrations for the stories. An attempt is made

to bring even the most isolated child
%
into this

group activity.

"An occupied child is a child who gets well

quicker," says Miss Roger, Superintendent. "He
will not dwell upon his sickness, upon symptoms,

etc., as will an adult, and if kept busy will have a

healthy mental attitude toward his experience."

Tuberculosis Sufferers Benefited

In the tuberculosis wards particularly, recrea-

tion does more than merely occupy the child. At

Metropolitan Hospital, New York City, the usual

story-telling hour is built around the theme of food.

This helps to stimulate lagging appetites, one of

the symptoms of tubercular children. At the same

time, politeness, neatness, personal hygiene, gen-

erosity and other good habits can be instilled into

the children by giving these traits to the likeable

characters in the stories. The program gives at-

tention, too, to singing games which do not tire

the children. But the illusion of motion in these

action songs makes them a satisfactory emotion

and energy release.

Biblio-Therapy

Book service has been provided for patients in

all types of institutions. The service is expanded

to personal interviews to determine reading pref-

erences. The distribution of books has been cor-

related with other activities, particularly discus-

sion groups, which are conducted even for the

children. One more tie is thus established be-

tween the group inside and the world outside

through reading and discussion. It is interesting

to note that a New York doctor has applied

title of "Biblio-Therapy" to this program.

Facilities

One of the major difficulties recreation leaders

found at the start of the program in institutions

was the inadequacy, or total lack, of facilities for

recreation. A survey of the facilities was under-

taken by the WPA in Wisconsin as one of the

first acts in the program. A file of floor plans and

layouts for existing buildings and areas is now

available in the state office. When this informa-

tion is matched with the need in each locality, they

have a basis for intelligent planning.

Meanwhile, construction or repair of recrea-

tion facilities has kept up with the bare necessi-

ties of the program. Ingenious methods have been

used to transform rooms and buildings lying idle

into tenable quarters. A former dance hall was

transported in two parts from Madison to the

State Hospital at Mendota, ten miles away. There

it serves both as social center and field house; it

is located at the head of a large area which will

soon be a new athletic field. Well-equipped play-

grounds occasionally were discovered to be un-

used or misused because of lack of leadership.

Craft rooms were re-decorated by the participants

themselves, tools solicited, and articles made en-

tirely from scrap material.

Every state report shows that institution direct-

ors have recognized this need for facilities. Pub-

lic institutions are now proceeding with building

programs in most cases; private agencies have'

been unable to do as much because of lack of

funds. Encouraging cooperation has come from

interested bodies which enabled many to carry on

with makeshifts. Donations made it possible for

the Monroe County Home, Rochester, New

(Continued on page 451)



The Art of Pitching Horseshoes

IN

ANCIENT TIMES, when
Rome and Greece were world

powers, the soldiers found

exercise and sport in throwing

the discus. The camp followers could not indulge

in such contests because they lacked both the

money to buy a discus or the means to manu-

facture one. However, when horseshoes were in-

vented to protect the hoofs of animals traveling

over mountains or through rock-strewn passes,

the followers picked up the discarded shoes, and

fashioned them into discus form.

At first they merely tossed the closed horse-

shoes through the air aiming only for distance.

These people soon tired of this form of play be-

cause tossing the light imitations of a heavy dis-

cus was not highly entertaining. Seeking for some

game where quoit throwing could be made truly

competitive they settled upon the quoit pitching

game of today by pitching at a stake. The discus

or quoit nearest the stake counted a point.

Years later these people grew tired of bending
a horseshoe into a circle so they merely tossed the

shoes as they were found. This was the beginning
of horseshoe pitching which in modern times has

come into popularity with tremendous strides

while quoit pitching, so far as the United States

is concerned, is almost a lost art.

The pitching of quoits and horseshoes, started

by the nondescripts and derelicts who trailed the

ancient armies, found great favor among the

soldiers and quickly became a sport among Gre-

cian and Roman royalty, nobility and aristocracy.

The crowned heads of Europe played one or both

games all through the centuries. England boasted

of having the greatest quoit and horseshoe pitch-

ers in the i/th, i8th_and I9th centuries.

The game of horseshoes was played under hap-
hazard rules until 1869 when the English drew up
the first set of rules and regu-

lations. The same rules applied

to both horseshoes and quoits.

Later these were changed, the

two games were separated and
a different set of rules was
drafted for each.

Just when horseshoe pitch-

ing was first recognized as a

sport in the United States is

By TEMPLE R. JARRELL
Department of Playgrounds

Washington, D. C.

Mr. Jarrell was the Maryland State

horseshoe pitching champion for the

years 1935-1937. The interesting ma-

terial he presents on the historical be-

ginnings of the game has been taken

from the All-Sports Record Book
and is used by permission of Frank

G. Menke. Copies of this book may
be secured from Mr. Menke at 235

East 45th Street, New York City.

not known. However, the game
was extremely popular among
soldiers of both armies during

the Revolutionary War.
Whether the game was played in the United

States prior to that time or was taught to Ameri-

cans by captured British troops is unknown.

The first actual horseshoe pitching club in this

country was known as the Tourists Club and was

formed in Long Beach, California, in 1900. Horse-

shoe pitchers from all parts of the United States

and Canada enrolled in this club. This was fol-

lowed by the creation of similar organizations

throughout the country.

In 1909, the little town of Bronson, Kansas, an-

nounced the first international horseshoe pitching

contest, declaring, "this tournament is open to the

world." Frank Jackson, an Iowa farmer, was the

winner of this contest. This tournament led to

others elsewhere and the outcome was the crea-

tion in 1915 of the National Horseshoe Pitchers

Association of America, which, until 1929, was in

complete control of the sport and conducted

tournaments in the south during the winter and

usually in the middle west during the summer

months. This association is now a professional

organization.

An amateur organization called the American

Horseshoe Pitchers Association was formed in

1929, with headquarters in Chicago. It enlisted

the aid of newspapers throughout the United

States to arrange a nation-wide amateur cham-

pionship tournament. These newspapers con-

ducted horseshoe pitching contests in their own

territories in 1930. The winners of the local tour-

naments participated in the national tournament

in Chicago in September 1930.

How to Pitch Horseshoes

A diagram showing the layout of a standard

official horseshoe court is pre-

sented in Figure I. A typical

official horseshoe, showing its

blade and toe and heel calks is

illustrated in Figure II.

The one and three-quarter

and the one and one-quarter

turns have proven to be the

best turns to use in pitching

the shoe.

421



422

The One and Three-

Quarter Turn. When

using this turn, the shoe

revolves one and three-

quarter times as it

passes through the air

from the hand of the

pitcher to the stake. A
diagram of the turn is

shown in Figure III.

If correctly thrown, the heel calks of the shoe

should first touch the clay surrounding the stake

and the open section should be pointed toward the

stake.

In throwing the one

and three-quarter turn

properly, one should

firmly grasp the shoe in

such a way that the

thumb is placed on top

and straight across the

shoe blade, four inches

from the heel calk. The

knuckle of the fore-

finger is placed under

and wrapped around the

inner circle of the shoe, two and three-quarter

inches from the inner projections of the hook at

the heel of the shoe. The thumb and forefinger

release the shoe last,

thus giving it the turn-

ing motion required.

The fourth and little

THE ART OF PITCHING HORSESHOES

loi-o^-

Figure

Heel Colic

Toe Calk

Heel Colic.

Figure

fingers are placed next

to and touching the toe

calk. These fingers act

as a brace. The middle finger, located under and

wrapped around the inner edges of the shoe, in

the same way as the forefinger just described, act

as a support as well as a governor to slow down

or speed up the turning

motion of the shoe. The

height at which this

turn is thrown should

be between six and a

half to nine feet from

stand to the right of

the stake.

The One and One-

Quarter Turn. The one

and one-quarter turn

which revolves one-half

a turn less than the one

and three-quarter turn

and which is shown in

Figure IV, is obtained

by wrapping the fore and middle fingers around

the inner edge of the shoe with the thumb ex-

tending across the top and between the tips of the

above fingers. The third

finger may either be

wrapped around the in-

ner circle or held under

the shoe to aid the lit-

tle finger in balancing

the heel. These latter

two fingers greatly aid

in leveling the shoe as

it leaves the hand. A
firm grip is absolutely

necessary so that the

shoe will not slip be-

fore the follow through is completed.

The better one and one-quarter pitchers grip

the shoe nearer the heel calks with the little fin-

ger pressed against the

calks in order to obtain

the longer swing and a

well landed shoe. The

Made

Figure III The One and Three-Quarter Turn

Figure IV The One and One-Quarter Turn

height of the shoe

should be between seven

to ten feet from the

ground.
One should remember that the grip is the only

part of the body which is not relaxed while pitch-

ing. The shoe, in order to secure the correct de-

gree of wobble, should

be held at an angle to

the ground rather than

in the flat position, that

is, held parallel with the

the ground.
The position of the feet of the pitcher is an im-

portant item. He should stand with his feet to-

gether, side by side. A right-handed pitcher

should stand approximately eighteen inches to

the side and slightly to the rear and to the left

of the stake. A left-handed pitcher should

surface of the ground.

It is also important

for one to sight the shoe and the stake before \

starting the backswing for the delivery. Robert

Brown, former New York State horseshoe \

champion, in his article, "You Can Improve
Your Horseshoe Game," in the March, 1935*

(Continued on page 452)

II



By

JOHN M. HURLEY
Park Department

Hartford, Connecticut

HE COLLECTING and studying of stamps is an

educational-recreational activity well deserv-

ing of a place on a well-rounded recreation

Irogram. The cultivation of this hobby as a

Worthwhile leisure time activity is highly desir-

ible, embracing as it does history, art, geography,

jivics, printing, design, financial valuations, con-

entration, research and social contacts a com-

ination probably unequalled by any other form
f recreation.

Curiously enough, while there is scarcely a

)wn or city in the country without stamp clubs

nd stamp collectors, as a part of the recreation

rogram this activity has been all too often over-

Doked. In fact, this fertile field is, officially,

jnorecl entirely in many municipalities where

hilately flourishes among children and adults.

Some of the values of this hobby are to be

ound in the fact that it sets no age limits; that

has not only a permanent value to the indi-

idual but a constantly increasing one; that it is

ot new but has been passed on from generation

generation, and that it has an appeal for all

lasses, the poor as well as the rich, the slow-

fitted as well as the brilliantly intellectual.

Hartford, Connecticut, the insurance center of

ie world and the capital of the state where
Jncle Sam daily delivers a tremendous volume of

iail, is a city that for years paid little attention

3 its opportunity. This, despite the fact that few
laces harbor more stamp clubs and philately no-

'here enjoys more widespread popularity. It was

lot, however, until Federal funds enabled Super-

visor of Recreation James H.Dillon and his WPA-
Recreation Division to enlarge the indoor program
for the community centers that stamp clubs were

organized as a supervised recreation project.

There has never been an activity in Hartford

greeted with such instantaneous success and ap-

proval. Boys and girls and adults flocked to the

clubs, parents dug into trunks and attics for col-

lections, many of them valuable, that were started

years ago, and young men who previously shun-

ned recreation centers began to attend and gradu-

ally extended their interest to other features of

the program.

Realizing that expert guidance and instruction

was a prime requisite for the success of the clubs,

Mr. Dillon launched his plan by obtaining the

services of Joseph S. Miller, an outstanding au-

thority who has devoted a lifetime to the study
of stamps and who had the added advantages of

years of experience as a teacher.

Mr. Miller is a firm believer in the importance
of philately for children and as a vital force in

educational recreation. "I believe," he says, "that in

addition to the training in cleanliness in the pro-

per handling of stamps and the neatness of their

arrangement in albums, the knowledge gleaned

of history, art, geography and civics tends to make

the child more alert and emphasizes in the eyes of

children the constantly changing wonders of civi-

lization in the past and the present."

As a beginning, Mr. Miller organized ten

groups of girls and boys in ten different com-

munity centers into stamp clubs. He met with
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chese groups at least once a week. Only girls and

boys were accepted who displayed a genuine in-

terest in stamps. Mr. Miller supervised each

meeting and divided the members into age groups,

the younger ones meeting afternoons from 3.30

to 5.30 o'clock and the older ones in the evenings

from 6.30 until 8.30 o'clock. In order that each

club might function smoothly and properly, sim-

ple constitutions and by-laws were adopted and

definite programs put into effect. Officers were

elected for a term of three months, and many
children were found with a considerable knowl-

edge of parliamentary procedure, thanks to their

affiliations with school clubs.

At the Club Meetings

Each meeting comprises two distinct sections,

one the business and educational, the other the

trading period. At the educational session Mr.

Miller tells stamp stories of all countries, illus-

trating them with displays of actual stamps from

his extensive collections, and keeping the mem-

bers informed on current trends in philately. For

example, if a new stamp is announced, he de-

scribes its historical significance, its design, color,

peculiarities and perforations, and even arranges

for the students to obtain covers from cities of

first day issue.

When this part of the program is over the

trading (and excitement) begins. Each member
has an album and a box of duplicates for ex-

change. When a youngster finds a stamp he de-

sires in another's collection, to obtain it he must

permit the other to rummage through his collec-

tion to find a stamp or stamps of equivalent value

or desirability. Such procedure adds zest and

friendly rivalry to the meetings.

Parents display almost as much interest in

stamps and the clubs as children. Many attend

the meetings with their children and help with

advice and encouragement. Several have passed
on to children collections of value, including one

that has a rarity that would command several

thousand dollars in the philately market.

From the outset the collecting of stamps as a

financial exchange was not encouraged for it is

liable to detract from the educational value of the

study. In the clubs -the children are prohibited
from buying or selling for cash, and every trans-

action must be on the basis of trading. The
financial phase, however, is never absent from
Mr. Miller's mind for, underlying all his plans,

is the hope that in years to come the collections

now in the process of accumulation will have a

sufficient monetary value so their cash equivalent

will pay, in whole or in part, for a college educa-

tion for the young collector.

"I have seen this work out many times and to

the enormous benefit of the child," Mr. Miller

asserts. "Many children start collecting when

they are seven or eight years old. Parents start

collections for others even younger than that.

When these children are ready for college their

collections have grown in size and importance and

can be converted into enough cash to pay for one

or more years tuition."

In the stamp classes Mr. Miller devotes par-

ticular attention to the less fortunate type of chil-

dren whose parents cannot afford an outlay of

money either for stamps, albums or outfits. In his

efforts to provide equal benefits for all members,

regardless of race, creed or financial standing, Mr.

Miller has required children whose affluent par-

ents went to extremes to encourage their chil-

dren's interest, to give up expensive albums anc

costly purchases. In their place, he insists the)

acquire and use cheaper books more in keeping

with the other children in the class. The album

of course, is the beginning of the collection, and

an ordinary ten cent variety is preferred because

its cost is within the reach of practically even

child and because it keeps all the young collector:-

on the same level.

Mr. Miller helps the youngsters acquire then

first stamps, restricting their early efforts exclu-

sively to United States issues. He himself donate.'

and distributes hundreds of specimens from

own collection. His usual procedure is to prepare

a pailful of unsorted, mixed stamps and permi'

each child to help himself to a handful. He ther

supervises the drying, sorting, identification and

posting of each stamp.

"It is encouraging," Mr. Miller says, "to set

how the children of better financial status hell

their less fortunate club members acquire a col

lection. They are very generous and often go oui

of their way to cooperate, giving freely of then

own stamps from duplicate stocks and tradin;

books."

The history of every stamp is studied, botl

from a philatelic and historical standpoint, par

ticular attention being paid to the period, th

geography, the purpose, the person or place o

event it honors, its characteristics, color, patterr

printing and paper. When the new Army atv

(Continued on page 453)



New Audiences

Of the 5,OOO,OOO people attending
butdoor Caravan performances since

its inception three years ago, 75%
had never seen the "living" stage

Courtesy WPA Federal Thcatci

THE
CARAVAN theaters are perhaps

the most ingenous device the

WPA Federal Thea-

:er has discovered in its

pampaign to make this city

'theater conscious." Audi-

mce figures released by
:he project on the vast

lumber of persons at-

;racted by these mobile units, tell a most convinc-

ng and heartening story.

The caravan is a large trailer van, drawn by a

:ruck. The trailer itself is a compact unit, carry-

ng stage equipment, dressing rooms and complete

implification systems. Closed it measures 8 feet

Aide, 30 feet long and 8 feet 6 inches from floor

:o ceiling.

Back of the Scene

It takes workmen about an hour to ready the

Caravan for production. A front collapsible

ipron unfolds into a stage, and an apron extended

from the back and complemented by folding tar-

paulin walls and ceiling forms separate dressing

rooms for male and female players. Opened the

^an measures 20 feet deep, 30 feet wide, 12 feet

5 inches from floor to ceiling thus providing

imple space for the actors to make their exits and

:o perform without falling over one another on

he stage.

Electricians plug in on the nearest available

:ity outlet and see' that the lights are working

properly, while stagehands get the scenery in

Drder for the production. The show is then ready
to go on.

The smooth performance of the Caravan sound

apparatus these last two seasons was not achieved

without difficulty and experimentation. Techni-

:ally the unit has made long strides forward since

-he first Caravan rolled into Thomas Jefferson
Park in July, 1934 under CWA auspices. Burns

>!Vlantle, who was present, records : "The ampli-

fying system was not working, and when it did

work a normal amplification was frequently in-

terrupted by those screeches only a protesting am-

plifier is capable of making."

Mayor La Guardia who formally opened the

Caravan's first presentation, "Uncle Tom's Cab-

in," was like many others, displeased with the

mechanics. Through his active encouragement
and the tenacity of Cleon Throckmorton, then

head of the Federal Theater Workshop, a sound

system was evolved which could throw the voice

of the actor to the farthest corner of the park.

The amplifiers are of the same type used in Mad-
ison Square Garden, and what is more important,

they do not record the noise in front of the foot-

lights.

it ,
Mechanics were not, however, the only worry

of government theater administrators. Just as

perplexing was the problem of ascertaining the

type of theater fare the caravans could safely

offer to its movie-bred audiences.

The Audiences Approve!

Early repertoire included "Uncle Tom's Cabin,"

"Baby Mine," "The Whole Town's Talking,"

"The Goose Hangs High," and "Aladdin's Lamp."
It is interesting to observe the reaction of these

new theater-goers to favorites of a past era. San-

derson Vanderbilt reports the comparative reac-

tions of two types of audiences for the Herald

Tribune :

"The reaction of the audience, however, to this type of

throwback to the last century, ("Uncle Tom's Cabin" :
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NEW AUDIENCES

ed) as well as its response to the sinister and duly em-

phasized evil nature of Mr. Legree, was, radically differ-

ent from the playful hiss-the-villain parties which have

suddenly come into vogue among enlightened theater-

goers. It was evident from the first that these wide-

eyed, serious men and women, boys and girls in the

audience were emotionally moved by the fair-haired, in-

nocent Eva and the wicked, brutal slave dealers of New
Orleans.

"In this regard the actors found a more truly sympa-

thetic audience and one more ready to respond naively

to straight-forward character portrayal than is the case

of those who appear on the boards in 'The Drunkard,'

where a beer-drinking group jeers the villain and ap-

plauds virtue more as a game than because the play really

carries emotional appeal."

The constant outpouring of thousands of people

from tenements and apartment houses, and the in-

creasing weekly and yearly attendance, prove that

the people, once introduced to the magic of the

living stage, find in it a vital and appealing med-

ium of entertainment.

Letters which came in the hundreds to the proj-

ect expressed the gratitude of men, women and

children sometimes humbly for the theater en-

tertainment the government gave them without

charge.

The Federal Theater, on the whole, has

paced its productions well. Audiences

had developed to a point during the sec-

ond year where it was considered prudent

to introduce on the trucks Shakespeare's

"The Comedy of Errors," "The Em-

peror's New Clothes," "Broken Dishes,"

along with "Love 'Em and Leave 'Em,"

"Adam and Eva" and others of a similar

type. This season shows the most re-

markable advance in theater fare. On a

tour this writer made she was delighted

to find Paul Vulpius' "Help Yourself,"

Sinclair Lewis' "It Can't Happen Here,"

Gilbert and Sullivan's "lolanthe" and a

revival of "The Emperor's New Clothes."

Altogether twenty productions, cover-

ing a wide range of audience appeal, were

readied by the Caravan unit for its trucks

this summer. Other plays which we did

not have an opportunity to witness in-

clude: "Pierre Patelin," "Jack and the

Beanstalk," "Pirates of Penzance" and

"Show Off."

Outdoor audiences are perhaps the most

enthusiastic, the warmest before whom
any group of actors have ever had the

privilege to perform. Because of its very

motley composition men, women and children ot

all ages are the auditors the actors must decide

for themselves whom they must reach beyond the

footlights.

Judging by results, the players have adapted

themselves admirably to these conditions. At a

performance of the "Emperor's New Clothes," a

charming children's fantasy, emphasis was placed

upon the youngsters and naturally so. It was

the children who howled with delight at the an-

tics of Zan and Zar, the two zanies. Nor has this

writer ever witnessed a more satisfying sight

Even more so at one point in the play when Zar

and Zar search for a sign reading "The Street of

the Royal Weavers," which was at one side o!

the stage. Every child in the audience rose
tcj

his feet, pointing, shouting excitedly and direct
j

ing. One child who could no longer contain him

(Continued on page 453)

Presenting proof that children are

no means the only ones in the au
j

diences who enjoy the performances!

Courtesy WPA Federal Theater Photos



Sports Carry-Over"

in the

FOR
THE PAST two decades directors

of physical education and .recrea-

tion have increasingly emphasized

the "carry-over" values to be found in

public school and college programs of physical

education. In other words, is it more valuable

for a boy to spend his time in becoming a skilled

hurdle racer or a proficient swimmer? Will he be

a hurdle racer between the ages of* twenty-five

and sixty years, or will he be more likely to swim

for health and pleasure? Would he be likely to

use his skill as a hurdler more than his knowledge

or ability as a swimmer, in contact with his family

and friends as he seeks recreation and healthful

enjoyment?
The answer is obviously in favor of such ac-

tivities as swimming. Swimming and the less

specialized and less competitive sports have a far

.greater carry-over value than javelin throwing,

shot putting, mile running and similar sports, such

as football, baseball and basketball. These sports

have a place in the program but they do not have

the carry-over value. A man who, as an active

student, has been trained even moderately in ten-

nis, swimming, golf, badminton, volleyball, horse-

shoes, croquet, paddle tennis, archery, shuffle-

board, gymastics and similar activities, is conceded

to have a far greater opportunity for later enjoy-

ment than one who may have had outstanding

ability in one or more two-team sports.

That is what we mean by carry-over value in

sports. Their utility in later home and private life

constitutes their value.

Dad Comes Into His Own!

Unfortunately, most men have become absorbed

in their economic success to such an extent as to

'shut out constructive recreation for themselves

and families, their sole participation often being

simply conversation around the luncheon or bridge

table about "who will win prominent football

games" or the "next world series pennant." They
thrill, bet on the games, and have quite an inti-

mate knowledge of all games, but do not give time

to their boys and girls who are hungry for the

companionship to be found in family recreation.

It is well contended, however, that the thinking

By W. A. KEARNS
Superintendent of Recreation

San Diego, California

father will not neglect to provide sport activity
for his family. He will equip his own backyard
so that it will provide wholesome fun in various

seasons. The backyard playground movement, as

promoted by the National Recreation Association

through many city recreation departments, is the

result of an evident need for putting into use the

sport knowledge gained in earlier years. Much
progress has been made because of the growing
sense, on the part of parents, of their responsi-

bility to their children for planning for the mutual

enjoyment to be found in family participation in

body-building, socializing, sports activities.

It is at this point that parents will find use for

carry-over activities. The whole family responds
when dad shows a keen participating interest in

almost any activity. Children know dad is a hero,

and glory in seeing him do things. Fortunate in-

deed is the man who has been trained in the skills

which a,re most usable for such a home program !

Simple activities take on importance under such

guidance and interest. Croquet, for example, a

game which the modern athlete might not wish to

be seen playing, is nevertheless a game ! There is

opportunity for sportsmanship, consideration for

opponents and fair play to be taught and learned

in such a simple game. Dad may have been on the

college teams, and though he has taken on forty

extra pounds around the region of his belt, the

same timing, judgment of distance, consideration

of space and spin of the ball, and strategy can be

employed in the simple game of croquet. In table

tennis, a game now highly developed with national

championships, will be discovered an unbeliev-

ably interesting activity calling for all degrees of

ability, making it suitable for young or old. Vol-

ley ball and badminton require much accuracy,
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428 SPORTS "CARRY-OVER" IN THE HOME RECREATION PROGRAM

speed, distance and position. The man who may
have played left field or received punts on college

teams can find ample opportunity to use his knowl-

edge in teaching the whole family the same tech-

nique in these simple backyard games, as well as

can an expert tennis player.

We hear parent education greatly stressed in

Parent-Teacher Associations and similar groups
in an effort to create a new feeling of parental

responsibility for the proper program within .the

family. It is an embarrassing fact that many
American parents have more or less unconsciously
turned their children over to the many boy and

girl organizations and to the public schools. To
some this is a logical development; others are not

willing to surrender to any organization the most

important and vital privilege of being a real

mother or dad. It is a proud boy or girl who can

look forward to regular fun with dad and mother.

The joyous anticipation of the week-end outing
and sports with them will go far to buck up the

lagging energy of the adolescent boy or girl. The
confidence and understanding between parent and

child, so vital for proper guidance in habit form-

ing years, is naturally and surely established

through the comradeship built up in sport ac-

tivity interest. Such relationship is difficult to get
if the "crowd'' which makes up our vast multi-

tude afflicted with spectatoritis, is followed. A
hundred families participating separately in home
recreation are of more value than ten hundred in

grandstand seats watch-

ing modern gladiators on

the athletic field. The

sharp disagreement
found today concerning

over-emphasis in college

athletics has to do with

the carry-over in adult

life that can be made of

the skill thus learned.

Many Activities Possible

A plan is more essential than elaborate equip-
ment. Facilities for home activities are not a dif-

ficult problem. A desire and a planned program
are the first steps. Many plans and suggestions
for suitable equipment are made available by city
recreation departments. While week-end outings:
will always attract and the automobile has made
a great contribution to this form of recreation-

many young people desire a greater variety and a

rest from riding. They will increasingly prefer to

play tennis, badminton or practice archery. In the

winter, table tennis is an excellent game for all

of the family, and there are many other table

games. Dart games with many variations are also

good winter evening activities.

nth aRegardless of the weather, a good hike wit

fire for broiled steaks and toasted buns will make

good sports of almost any family group, though
they may be physically worn. Each section of our

country is blessed with certain advantages when!

desirability for hiking is considered. The Na
tional Parks, as they have been increased in size

and equipment, offer attractive and ever alluring

places for recreation. Shelters in these areas an

provided with water, fireplaces, and often bunk<

for seasoned or casual hikers. Our larger cities

provide such facilities within city park limit!

which are more easily accessible for family use.

(Continued on page 453)

Where could a more

delightful setting for
"

family recreation be
found than that provid-
ed by National Parks?

Courtesy Department of the Interior



Model Airplane Clubs in Detroit

HE MAKING of model air-

planes is an integral part of

the recreation program of the

Department of Recreation of De-

troit, Michigan, with a full-time

aircraft director who has guided

the program since 1926.

Our model airplane program in

Detroit began simply enough with

the organization in 1926 of a

club of forty boys in one of the

recreation centers. At the end of

the second month boys were com-

ing from eight to ten miles to attend the weekly

meetings. By Christmas of that year the enroll-

ment had passed the hundred mark and sev-

eral other clubs had been started. Since then the

number of participants has increased rapidly.

Twenty-two clubs now meet each week enrolling

over fifteen hundred boys who build on an aver-

age of five hundred planes a week. The staff has

been increased by four WPA workers. The Model
Aircraft Division of the Recreation Department

occupies several large offices and work rooms in

the main building of the Recreation Department
and has a small experimental laboratory where a

liquid chemical called microfilm is made which,

when applied to the surface of the water, forms a

transparent film that is then applied to the frame-

work of the plane instead of paper because of its

lightness.

At the beginning of the program the cost of

materials was too high for many of the club mem-
bers, and the essential materials were purchased

by the city so that a member of a Model Aircraft

Club can save fifty per cent on the cost of ma-
terials in comparison with retail prices. The pro-

gram in no way conflicts with aero subjects in the

schools, but supplements it, stressing practical

construction and contests.

Rules were drawn up to guide and regulate
these activities, but with the ever-changing and

advancing techniques and developments in air-

craft construction, the rules had to be changed
and made more flexible to permit the builder to

put his own ideas and experiments into his origi-
nal models. Model aircraft developed into an ac-

tivity of mental concentration and ordered think-

ing, molding character and indicating a vocation

By ARTHUR J. VHAY
Aircraft Director

which a boy could follow in later

years.

The making of model airplanes
is an integral part of the pro-
gram of the Department of Rec-
reation of Detroit, Michigan.
A director employed full time
has been in charge of the air-

plane program since 1926 when
it was initiated. Its development
has been marked by success.

Membership
When a boy wishes to become

a member of a Recreation Air-

craft Club he must obtain an ap-

plication blank to be signed by
his parents. The signature is re-

quired in order to bring the par-

ents closer to their sons' recrea-

tional activities and to give them
a clearer idea of our program.

Upon return of this card the boy pays a fee of

twenty-five cent as dues for the year. This

money is used in providing membership pins, an-

nual trophies and prizes for each city champion-

ship contest. The boy is then ready to start his

model aircraft career.

Listed on our roster are boys of ten years, many
high school boys studying aero courses, and col-

lege men registered in the school of aeronautical

engineering. We also have a special group of

adults who use model aircraft as their hobby.

Winning a Membership Pin

The first plane the boy builds must be a R.O.G.

(Rise Off Ground.) This plane has a stick fuse-

lage and a detachable wing. He learns in making
it something of primary aerodynamics, for the

same principles that cause this small plane to rise

and fly cause all planes to begin and sustain flight.

After a few weeks of this R.O.G. construction

and the theory of flight, the boy is given a test in

which his plane is required to fly fifteen seconds

from a ground start and thirty seconds from a

hand launching. The boy must be able to answer

and give reasons for those answers for the con-

trol of flight and know the names of fifteen parts

of an aeroplane. When this test is successfully

passed the boy receives a membership pin.

Earning the Aviator's Pin

After showing an elementary knowledge of air-

craft, a second step is taken to obtain an Aviator's

Pin, for which, the following tests must be passed :

I. Indoor endurance model; 20 to 40 inch frame;

flight two minutes.
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2. Outdoor endurance model ;
20 to 40 inch frame ;

flight two minutes.

3. Commercial model; enclosed fuselage; adjust-

able wings ; flight 30 seconds.

4. Miniature model similar in appearance to a

real plane, but need not be of any specific make.

It must have hollow wings, cambered surfaces

fully covered by double surfaces on the wing

areas. All controls must be movable.

5. Hydroplane any size ;
must sustain its weight

on water ; taxi take-off and land.

6. Biplane stick model; 6 to 8 inch fuselage.

Flight two minutes.

7. Standard R.O.G flight one minute.

8. Glider correct detailed construction; smooth

even glide.

This group of tests usually requires about one

and a half years to complete. Since a broad field

of model aircraft and theory of flight is proven

in the requirements, the Aviator Pin is eagerly

sought.

The Ace Test

The next advancement requires a rounded

knowledge of all phases of aircraft flight and con-

struction and is rarely qualified for by anyone

having less than six years of model-building ex-

perience. The standards are set high and the boy

passing the Ace Test can justly be proud of his

accomplishments. The test is as follows :

1. A historical thesis of not less than one thou-

sand words on the progress of aircraft through-

out -the world and the achievements of aero-

nautical engineers in giving the public our

modern planes and equipment.

2. Indoor flight with a plane of his own design;

flight six minutes.

3. Outdoor flight with a plane of his own design ;

flight six minutes.

These tests cannot be passed. during a contest

and all planes must be rubber-powered and rise

off the ground by taxiing on revolving wheels.

Cooperating Organizations

Our Department has been greatly pleased with

the cooperation of the other City Departments.

The Board of Education permits our clubs to

meet in school auditoriums and gymnasiums after

school hours. The State Department of Agricul-

ture allows us the use of the Coliseum, a large

structure located at the Fair Grounds which has

a ceiling about three hundred and fifty feet above

the floor, making it ideal for duration contests.

The Detroit Police Department gives us the use

of the Police Armory and takes a great interest

in the activity. A prominent juvenile court judge

is often selected to judge at our city contests. The

Wayne University and the University of Detroit

Engineering College are always eager to lend

whatever facilities we need to assist our members

in this aircraft work.

After eleven years of conducting this activity,

we in Detroit believe that we have established a

system of maintaining and operating vocational

recreation which is suitable to any community in-

terested in this activity and we stand equipped,

ready and willing to at all times give such assist-

ance and information as might be desired by an]

recreation department.

A Model Airplane Meet

Boys poured into Detroit by train, bus,

plane and every variety of automobile and tr

to take part in the National Model Aircraft

test held in that city July 8th to nth. Two h

dred and thirty-six boys from sixty-six cities

nineteen states and from two foreign countries

were among the prize winners, and there were

236 boys entered in the indoor events and 371 in

the duration or outdoor events.

The meet was held under the auspices of the

contest committee of the National Aeronautics

Association. The Detroit Recreation Department

was in charge of equipment, facilities and tech-

nical details and supervised the running off of the

events. Officials of the United States Depart-

ment of Air Commerce were present as observers.

In a radio address the chief observer for the

Department recommended that the officials of all

model builders' clubs make a special effort to or-

ganize all people interested in aviation to exert a
j

greater influence in their communities to bring

together air-minded youth and direct them into

channels of authentic information. He also urged

a concerted effort to influence public opinion so

that fear and uncertainty in the minds of manyj

groups in regard to aircraft in general might be

dispelled.

The meet ended with a banquet at which all

contestants and officials were guests of the Ford

Motor Company. Next year the Kiwanis Club

will sponsor the contest with the Detroit Recrea-

tion Department again conducting the meet.

Among other cities promoting model aircraft

programs through their recreation programs is

Chicago. The Chicago Park District has enlisted

hundred of boys in this activity and has developed

plans and techniques in construction and flying;

operations which are resulting in many unique!

and advanced models. \ J



>ome Adventures

in

Nature

Recreation

NDER THE GUIDANCE of two nature specialists

the children on the playgrounds in West-

chester County, New York, are finding op-

portunities for exciting adventures in nature study.

A quick trip to some of the communities in the

county will reveal the varied activities of this

nature program.

In Peekskill there is a nature walk every day;
children with talents in arts and crafts are en-

couraged to paint or draw nature motives
;
inter-

pretive dancing based on a nature theme has been

stressed this past summer, and each child has con-

tributed a page of his own findings to the group

scrapbook. The children have caught turtles,

snakes, toads, frogs and lizards for study and

gathered leaves, flowers and insects for collections.

Rye boasts a nature club and a volunteer speak-
er's bureau which provides authorities on nature

subjects each week. Children are stimulated to

extensive work in nature through the awarding of

points in nature study. For instance, a child who
collects fifty Japanese beetles or ten different

leaves, or who makes or identifies the calls of ten

birds, receives an award of ten points for nature

study.

Other communities served by the specialists re-

port leaf identification, tree maps showing the dif-

ferent trees on the playground, construction of

nature trails and the making of scrap books. The
facilities of the Museum of Science and Arts in

Yonkers have been made available to the play-

ground children in that community for the study
of stones, minerals and trees. Eleven playgrounds
in New Rochelle send children interested in nature

tc the Huguenot Museum.

At Mamaroneck, on the other hand, nearness to

the beach has resulted in great interest in collec-

tions of shells and crabs. In Eastchester there is

a tree club, in Hastings, a Junior Garden Club.

Four special trips, called "nature treasure hunts"

were organized by the nature specialists during
the past summer one to the Blue Mountain Res-

ervation to study all forms of nature; one to

Poundridge Reservation for nature trails
;
a third

to Bear Mountain, to visit the trail-side museum,
and the fourth to Manursing Island Park for an

early morning bird walk.

Suggestions to play leaders interested in de-

veloping a nature work-shop in their local com-
munities are offered on one of the specialist's re-

ports. The projects outlined by her, which may
easily be adapted or developed by any community,
are as follows :

1. Plan and lay out a nature trail.

2. Make a nature scrapbook for the playground
as well as individual scrapbooks.

3. Make a collection of "nature findings," i.e.,

flowers, leaves, insects and stones, for exhi-
bition purposes.

4. Keep a nature corner when an indoor room
is available.

5. Make an illustrated report on one of the fol-

following topics, showing how playground
members can aid in the control of these de-

structive forces :

(a) Japanese beetle

(b) Elm tree beetle

(c) Tent caterpillar

(d) Forest destruction (fires, etc.)

6. Make an outdoor garden where possible on
the playground or window-box or dish gar-
dens where no other space is available.

7. Form a nature club to interest other children
in the playgrounds.

Essex County, New Jersey, through its County
Park Commission provides a nature ranger who
last summer visited the playgrounds and made it

possible for children to enjoy nature exploration
and adventure in the parks and who also con-
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ducted visitors from various municipalities through

the Reservation.

Recreation departments which were unable to

arrange picnics and nature walks in South Moun-
tain or Eagle Rock selected a park near their own

grounds for the trips and a ranger was sent to

them.

Eleven bus loads of children, representing those

of the Essex County park system playgrounds
where interest in nature activities was greatest

and where the park itself afforded the fewest op-

portunities for exploration, were taken to South

Mountain or Grover Cleveland for a day's picnic

which included a nature walk and an opportunity
to cook a meal at an open fireplace.

The nature ranger has proved a desirable addi-

tion to the recreation staff, and present plans pro-
vide for the continuation of his work as an in-

tegral part of the program next year.

State park authorities are in increasing num-
bers providing nature guides to add interest to the

opportunities offered in the parks. In the state

parks of Oklahoma, for example, a series of Sun-

day nature study tours has been initiated, with

geologists and wildlife specialists serving as

guides. The first trip held was attended by more
than 500 people. In planning for the tours pub-

licity was launched on a state-wide basis six weeks
in advance, with stories distributed for Sunday
release on each of the following weeks. The ini-

tial announcement included a solid page of pic-
tures in one of the State's largest papers.
Those conducting the trips visit the respective

parks several days in advance of the tours to map
out the routes. At ten o'clock in the morning the

hikers meet at the park

offered. All of the suggestions secured are

charted, and it is believed the information obtain-

ed will be of much value in planning future

activities.

The tours start about 10:15. Those interested

in geology are taken in one direction by a geolo-

gist; the wildlife enthusiasts follow another trail.

At noon all the hikers return to the assembly point

for lunch in the main picnic area. Similar trips

are taken in the afternoon, affording an oppor-

tunity for those who went on the geology tour

in the morning to pursue wild flowers or trees on

the later trip.

Nature Guide, a publication recently issued .by

the Commissioners of the Palisades Interstate

Park, will be of interest to nature lovers every-

where, though it has been compiled primarily for

campers in Harriman Park. The volume, which is

illustrated, in no way attempts to portray the fun-

damentals of natural history in story-book form;

rather, the general purpose is to present a primer

of basic natural history facts and principles. It is

also designed to serve as a guide and an aid to

those lovers of the out of doors interested in win-

ning a Regional Museum Emblem, commonly re-

ferred to as a Park "M." The requirements fof

this emblem serve as a yardstick for measuring

knowledge of the out of doors. Some knowledge

of the following subjects is called for : Ferns arid

fern-allies or mosses, liverworts and lichens ;
wild

flowers; trees, shrubs and woody vines; fungi;

amphibians and reptiles ;
rocks and minerals ; birds ;

weather study; astronomy; insects and other

invertebrates ;
soil study and mammal observation.

A number of well-known

where they are met at

the entrance by CCC
enrollees who distribute

mimeographed pro-

grams and give direc-

tions for reaching the

point of assembly where

the cars are to be park-
ed. The enrollees make
a court of the arrivals.

When the visitors leave

the park they are asked

by the CCC members
what facilities they en-

joyed most and what

additional opportunities

they would like to see

Girls in a Houston, Texas, park, are ac-

quiring first hand information on insects

authorities in the vari-

ous fields of nature study

have contributed arti-

cles to the Nature Guide,

which was edited by

Agnes Kelly Saunders

of the American Muse-

um of Natural History,

New York City. Copies

of the book may be se-

cured from the office of

the Commissioners of

the Palisades Interstate

Park, P.O. lona Island,

New York. The price

of a single copy is

$1.50.



Recreation with a Purpose

^OMMY might have been a crimi-

|
nal, but instead he is a radio

expert. Four years ago when

Sergeant Carl Cook be-

came City Juvenile Of-

ficer of Klamath Falls,

Oregon, Tommy was

headed for the reform

school. He had a long

list of petty crimes to

his credit, and his par-

ents could do nothing

with him.

Sergeant Cook de-

cided to get acquainted

with the boy. Going to

him he greeted him with

the "Good morning,

gentleman," which is

the sergeant's charac-

teristic way of getting

acquainted.

"Good morning." The boy
was wary.

"How are you?"
"All right."

"Tommy, do you have a bicycle?"

"Nope."
"I was just going to take a run out to Alta-

mont. How would you like to take a ride on the

back of the motorcycle?"
The boy's face lit up. "Sure, I'd just as leave

go."

That was the beginning. Soon Tommy was a

busy boy, with so many things on his mind he

had no time for petty crimes.

That boy is only one of a long list. But today

juvenile delinquency is decidedly on the decrease

because Sergeant Cook took a guiding had in the

recreation of the children. He made friends with

them, took them on hikes, rides and picnics, played

games, baseball and marbles. He wanted to know

every boy in town and every boy wanted to know
this tall young police officer in the neat uniform

who was a great fellow.

Strange as it may seem it is unusual for boys
to find a friend, a real friend, and they know in-

stinctively when they do. Sergeant Cook was a

real friend ! He had no money or equipment and

By MARY CASE
Klemath Falls, Oregon

The runway for skiing and sliding built

through the unceasing efforts and hard
work of Carl Cook and his volunteers

he had a full-time job, but in his

own spare time, starting with ab-

solutely nothing, he has one of the

best organized recrea-

tion programs in Ore-

gon. And this year a

paid recreation director

was added to the pro-

gram.

First, the Boys' Patrol

Sergeant Cook began
with the Boys' Patrol.

He visited the schools

and talked traffic rules

to the boys. Standing

before them he explain-

ed how accidents hap-

pen to school children

every year because some

children do not under-

stand or obey traffic

rules. He told of the need of

traffic officers right in that

school. How would they like to be those officers ?

They would.

So the boys were organized in each of the

seven city schools under the name of Boys' Pa-

trol. Each boy in turn served as a traffic officer.

Only the boys above the fourth grade were in-

cluded and about eight boys were on duty each

day, so all whose grades were a certain standard

and citizenship was satisfactory had a turn at

wearing the white web belt and had the respon-

sibility and importance 6f directing the traffic of

their schoolmates.

No child was permitted to jay-walk. Sergeant

Cook proudly tells of the time one of his patrol

boys challenged him for cutting a corner. The

man promptly admitted his guilt and promised to

report for punishment.

The patrol officer assisted the first graders at

crossings and taught them to be ever watchful of

cars. He had to be courteous and prompt in his

duties.

This year Sergeant Cook talked to his patrols

about the ever-present danger of bicycles in traffic.

How would they like to learn the rules governing

cars, take a written examination on those rules
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as well as a rider's test, and have a bicycle license

which would cost them twenty-five cents? Again

they would. The girls and boys owning bicycles

would all do this. My own small son began sav-

ing his money at once and never was without

twenty-five cents until the time came for the ex-

amination, for which he studied and passed a

higher test than his parents ever had. And the

pride in that small oblong license, an exact dupli-

cate of the Oregon plate ! Every other year a new
one will be issued at the same price.

If every grown-up took as much pride in care-

ful driving and knowledge and observance of traf-

fice rules as these yougsters, the danger of acci-

dents would be greatly lessened.

Recreational Activities Organized

When summer came that first year, Sergeant
Cook wanted to keep the boys and girls busy. So
he organized clubs baseball, softball, bicycle, and

there was swimming for everybody twice a week.

Money was scarce but he went again and again
to the service clubs, who never refused to help.

Then when summer days grew hot, the sergeant
made up his mind to take these boys on a vacation

camp which would mean a week away from hot

dry pavements in the cool of the nearby moun-
tains. So back he went to the service clubs, re-

turning with enough money and volunteer help
for a camp and necessary equipment and a cook.

Transportation for the twenty mile ride was fur-

nished by interested truck owners. Each boy fur-

nished his own blankets, enough food for a week

(about two and a half dollars' worth), a plate,

knife and fork and his own toilet articles.

At last all was ready, and every kit was checked

as to the proper equipment. Carrying their bed-

ding roll and groceries they poured into the trucks,

sixty of them, the older boys assisting the little

fellows.

One week to swim and play and fish or just
loaf! Aside from certain duties such as making
their own beds and helping in the kitchen in turn

the boys could choose that which they wished to

do. Most of the boys had never slept out under
the stars on a bed made of fir boughs. Out here in

the West where to go camping
is one of the easiest things to

do, with mountains and streams

on every side, these underprivi-

ledged children had never camp-
ed. Sergeant Cook tells of one

little red headed fellow who in

the wee small hours crept quietly in beside him,

cold and frightened, cuddled down in his arms

and fell asleep.

At the end of the week the boys returned to

tell of pine cone fights, of fishing and hiking, and

of good fellowship.

And Now!

Those were the early days. Now there is a

grown-up business air to it all. There are three

playgrounds with equipment, made possible by

liberal donations.

I had been one of many who had given several

hours each week to help keep the children busy

and we had been hard put for materials. But the

delight in visiting the classes now! Here is a

group making willow baskets; another class is

hammering out trays and bowls from metal.

There are classes in sewing, cooking, handwork,

tap dancing and folk dancing. There is a library

with a story hour every week. Best of all is

an art class with pupils from six to sixty doing

every kind of work, the sixty-year-old student

the most enthusiastic of all. They are working in

charcoal, crayon, pencil, water color and oil. Over

it all is an atmosphere of good cheer, and I hear

excited talk of picnics and hikes.

Sergeant Cook has not accomplished nearly all

he has set out to. He wants a swimming tank and

a club house and we know these will come.

Mrs. Case, who has been active as

a volunteer In this very success-

ful recreational venture, writes:

"I have found the recreation di-

rector and his assistants using your
magazine^ecreafi'or? a great deal."

Mrs. Case's mention of what is being done to

promote safety in bicycle riding brings to mind

the important steps Oregon cities have taken to

control bicycle traffic. Information Bulletin No.

23, entitled "Bicycle Control in Oregon Cities,"

issued at the University of Oregon, Eugene, by

the Bureau of Municipal Research and Service

in cooperation with the League of Oregon Cities,

tells of the plans in operation in a number of

cities. The plan generally in use provides that

all bicycles and bicycle riders must be regis-

tered with the city authorities, usually the police

department, and the city issues a permit to

those riders and owners who demonstrate their

knowledge of the basic rules through a written

test, riding examination, or both.

Other requirements include an

application blank describing the

bicycle, to be filed with the:

police, metal license tags re-

newable yearly and a certificate

of ownership.



Municipal Organization in Junior Club Work

JUNIOR

CLUBS may be

defined briefly as

small groups of from

eight to twenty boys be-

tween the ages of eleven

iand fifteen, who seek

Igroup life because of common social

and athletic interests. Streets, empty

tots and any other available play area

are the arenas where these youngsters practice

jteam skills without supervision, play other neigh-

borhood teams, as they term it, "for money," or

(engage in games for the sheer satisfaction derived

Ifrom competitive athletics. Their expression, very

often because of the lack of supervision, takes an

unsocial form. Have you noticed the boy who

steals the "mickey" (potato) from the fruit stand,

lot because he really wants the potato, but simply

Decause of the thrill of the chase or because of the

idventure attached to cooking it at the "hideout" ?

Or have you considered the boy who "hitches" on

:he back of an automobile, not because he wants

:he ride, but because the cop on the beat will chase

lim and he will be able to hide in his mysterious

labyrinth, the cellar, areaway, or other nook which

ly he and "the gang" know well.

The two factors promoting these and all de-

inquent acts, are recognition from the group and

'the quest for adventure." It is, then, the respon-

sibility of the recreation leader to provide adven-

ure of a social form or to substitute another in-

erest for it. Realization of the fact that clubs

hrive on competition will go far toward solving

his problem.

At Hudson Guild, New York City, Junior Clubs

.re organized with this assumption as the basis of

rganization. Well-pknned leagues and tourna-

nents serve as the means of sustaining interest in

up life. A leader is sent into the neighborhood
n early October when football is the children's

nain attraction. Groups found playing the game
re leagued together, depending on their age,

icight, weight and ability. A leader is then as-

igned to each group. It is his responsibility to

mprove skills, provide other interests and de-

i'elop the group from that point. The football

league is followed by hockey, basketball, baseball,

tickball, volleyball and punchball leagues, de-

>ending on the season, and special tournaments

A worker in a New York settlement

gives practical suggestions on how
to enlist the interest of boys in

adventures of a constructive type

By JOHN Fox

such as Olympics, relay

carnival, roller skating

carnival, and similar
events. These contests

are so scheduled as to

keep interest throughout
the entire year.

It is necessary, however, because of

certain undesirable outcomes of a high-

ly competitive program, to form some kind of

group which will help to sm'ooth out problems and

plan programs. We found that this group could

work effectively when made up of two or more

representatives of each of the clubs, and could

serve to temper the competitive spirit with a co-

operative one. When playing our roller skate

hockey league, automobile traffic proved a danger-
ous menace. The Council group, with the presi-

dent as spokesman, went to the neighborhood

police station, placed their complaint, and got very
favorable results.

Laws and Penalties

At the beginning of the 1936-37 season, this

Council, as we termed it, was organized in the

same way as a municipality, having as officers a

mayor, commissioner of sanitation, commissioner

of health, fire commissioner, police commissioner

and district attorney, who were elected following

a week's campaigning by their friends. A rally at

which candidates spoke was held to stimulate this

interest. At a Council meeting held after the elec-

tion the jobs of the officers were discussed and

many interesting projects planned. The question

of the function and powers of tne municipal gov-

ernment, as against those of the federal and state

governments, was discussed. A number of laws

and penalties, particularly adapted to solve our

problems, were set up. They were as follows :

Throwing papers and other refuse around halls

and rooms is hereby prohibited. Offenders' will be

sentenced to sweep halls or do some other useful

work every day for two weeks, or be barred from

the building for three weeks.

Breakage of furniture and house equipment is

prohibited. Offenders will be liable for the repair

of and payment for broken furniture or equip-

ment, or will be barred from the building for five

weeks.

435
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Writing on or defacing walls in any way is pro-
hibited. Offenders will be sentenced to wash and
clean marks on all fourth floor walls for one week
or more depending on the seriousness of the of-

fence, or will be barred from the building for

five weeks.

Fighting with paper or water, which results in

the marring of walls or floor is hereby prohibited.
Offenders will be liable for the washing of the

walls or sweeping of the floor for a period of two

weeks, or will be barred from the building for

five weeks.

Writing on toilet, room, or hall walls is hereby

prohibited. Offenders will be sentenced to wash
walls or do some other piece of useful work every

day for two weeks, or will be barred from the

building for three weeks.

Rough-housing in halls and rooms which re-

sults in annoyance to others is prohibited. Of-
fenders will be sentenced to go to the Play Group
in the assembly for three weeks, or be barred

from the building for four weeks.

Rough-housing and running on stairs which en-

dangers the lives of others is hereby prohibited.
Offenders will be sentenced to be suspended from
the building for one week.

Duties of Officials

It became then the job of the Police Commis-

sioner, his staff and the other officers, to see that

these taws were observed and enforced. A regu-

lar court was formed to try offenders, the pro-

cedure and organization of which was as follows :

Judge:

Boys club worker to preside.

Jury:

To be made up of six boys between the ages of

eleven and fourteen.

Cards to be sent to jurors notifying them of

their duty to serve.

Jury to be picked by Council members from

registration lists.

Jury must serve for three court meetings.
Defendant:

Entitled to fair trial.

May have witnesses to prove innocence.

Will be notified by card of day of trial.

Penalty to be enforced by boys worker or police

commissioner and staff, or by the attendance taker

at the door.

The Commissioner of Sanitation studied sani-

tary conditions in the House and how they could

be improved. It was his finding that small waste-

baskets were not satisfactory receptacles for lit-

ter because they did not immediately catch the eye
and children were inclined to be too impatient to

look for them. It was his function then to evolve

a means of getting larger receptacles, and inspect

the building, reporting unsatisfactory sanitary

conditions to the leaders.

Fires on the cold winter days are prevalent in

city streets and a great hazard to the health and

safety of children, especially the younger ones.

Our fire commissioner, a lively city boy, in making
a survey with the help of his staff, decided that

street fires were the result of negligence first the

negligence of the parents, who leave matches

where they are easily accessible to the children;

second, negligence on the part of the neighbor-

hood janitors, who put garbage and waste out on

the sidewalks where they remained all day a great

temptation to the young incendiaries. As a result

of these findings, the young Commissioner de-

cided to visit the neighborhood sanitation depart-

ment, find out when they came to make their col-

lection, and then go to the neighborhood janitors,

asking them to put out their waste a few minutes

prior to the time that it would be collected. The

fire menace on 2/th Street ceased almost immedi-

ately. The fire commissioner also held periodic

fire drills for the entire house, at which time he

and his staff emptied the building quickly and

orderly, maintaining discipline and timing the drill

Getting children and older people concernec

about health is one of the big problems which con

fronts the boys worker. The Health Commis

sioner at Hudson Guild, a reliable boy, helped in

a small way to evolve a solution to our problem

After a great deal of discussion and planning, a

good health habit contest seemed to be the best

possible way for our commissioner to render ser

vice to the community. The City Health Depart-

ment was asked for posters demonstrating desir-

able habits. These were put up on bulletin boards

and walls, with the result that the idea spread like

wild fire through all departments. A plan was de-

vised whereby the contest could be coordinatec

with the girls' department, the kindergarten, anc

parents' groups, and it slowly became a healtl

drive. A questionnaire was made up and answerec

by all the boys.

The sole purpose of the questionnaire was t<

make the children conscious of good health habits

The questionnaire episode was followed by a largi

parents' meeting at which our doctor spoke on tin

health clinic findings, and good health habit chart

were given to the parents for their children t

keep over a two week period. This meeting wa

(Continued on page 454)



Playparks in 0reat Britain

AHONG the projects

stimulated by
coronation year

are the acquisition and

idevelopment of play

areas with the spon-

isorship of the Coronation Planting Committee.

Under its direction Mr. Thomas Adams has pre-

pared an attractively illustrated booklet entitled

\Playparks with suggestions for their design, equip-

iment and planting. This publication emphasizes

jthe
need and value of play and particularly the

importance of planning play areas in such a way
that they may afford an attractive setting for

activities.

In the first section of the publication it is

pointed out that no project is more important in

,the development of character and physique "than

jthose that are designed to give healthy outdoor

recreation to children from infancy to adolescence.

. . . Another related measure is that of aiding in

the provision of community centers. . . . There is

need for more coordination between those whose

efforts are directed to provide means of recrea-

tion for young people above school age and those

who desire to see more effective methods em-

ployed to provide healthy outdoor recreation for

children of and under school age."

"The term 'playpark' is used to define a play-

ground that is laid out in combination with cer-

.ain park and garden features. It is a playground

possessing natural features that are most desir-

ible and fulfill its purpose of giving mental and

physical stimulus to the young."
It is pointed out that the playpark may be in-

:orporated in an existing public park, although

where this is done care should be taken in select-

ng and arranging the site so

;:hat its use for active play "will

lot cause injury to the ameni-

:ies of the park for its main

purpose." The playpark may
ilso be adjoining a school play-

ground, but it is pointed out

hat such an area should be

)pen during all daylight hours,

interesting comment is

jnade to the effect that "In an
> ndependent playground, equip-

Resume of a pamphlet outlining Great

Britain's plans for the provision of

play spaces with attractive settings

In the preparation of Playparks Mr.

Adams and the Coronation Planting

Committee have made available valu-

able and attractive material which

should not only stimulate the devel-

opment of recreational areas through-
out Great Britain, but which should be

of great interest and value to recrea-

tion leaders in other countries. Copies
of the pamphlet may be secured from

the Committee at 68 Victoria Street,

London, S.W.I., for one shilling each.

ped if possible as a

playpark, the children

can feel a sense of

liberty and ownership
that is impossible in

the school play-
ground." On the other hand, it is pointed out

that where the school playground comprises from
four to six acres there may be no need for a play-

park in the same district.

The importance of play areas as a factor in re-

ducing street accidents is suggested by figures

showing that in Deptford with only 2.2% of its

area in open public space, 43.4% of the accidents

occurring are accidents to children. In compari-

son, in Westminster, another London borough
with over 25% of its area in public open space,

only 10% are accidents to children. "It is also

shown that in the first quarter of 1935 half of the

accidents to children in London occurred during
leisure time, namely, on Saturdays, Sundays and

on week days outside school hours." Because play-

grounds under well trained play leaders help to

keep children off the streets "it would appear to

be proper that contributions from the Road Fund
should be made toward the acquisition and layout
of playgrounds as a safety measure."

Throughout the booklet the importance of pro-

viding an attractive setting for children's play is

repeatedly emphasized. Reference is made to the

games which arise from children's imagination

and in which they secure such great delight, and

it is pointed out that the "inspiration for such

games comes with the presence of natural features

such as trees, rocks and pools with the opportuni-

ties they present for imaginary camping and

hunting." Suggestions are offered as to ways in

which the land may be secured,

but it is pointed out "The only

way to obtain these play-

grounds together with park
areas is by public purchase."
The cost of providing these

areas is partly offset by the

fact that "a well designed play-

ground surrounded by trees

and shrubs adds to the ameni-

ties and therefore increases

the value of all properties in
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Courte

Showing the Street of Tethered Children in "London,

the neighborhood." It is and as a happy contrast, children enjoying the free- devoted to a discussior

suggested that cities
dom of the scho ' playground at Bourneville, England Qf^ design and equip

take advantage of the

opportunities which are presented in many dis-

tricts of acquiring large out-of-date residences

that are now available at moderate cost and con-

vert the grounds into a playpark and the house

into a welfare center.

A considerable sec-

ment of these areas am

a number of suggested designs are included fo

areas of different sizes and providing varying fa

cilities and sports areas. The essential require

ments for children's playgrounds are summarize!

as follows :

(i) Large portion o

tion of Playparks is A p |ayparki deflned as
-
a p |ayground that is laid out (Continued on page 454.\

in combination with certain park and garden features"

Courtesy lite American Cit



A Religious Drama Festival

y/ HY DIDN'T our church have

a. chance to put on a

play ?" "Will you reserve

a place for us in next year's festival?" "Why
didn't you tell us this is what you had in mind?"

"Are you going to have more than one festival a

year?"
These and other questions were asked by young

people's groups, ministers, judges, players and

H spectators in the days following our first dramatic

festival held in February in the auditorium of the

Collingwood Avenue Presbyterian Church.

As we look back on the project in its entirety

and fit together the comments and criticisms as

one would assemble a jig-saw puzzle, we have

come to the conclusion that the possibilities of re-

ligious drama are tremendous if only someone can

awaken churches to their opportunity. As director

of recreation at the Collingwood Avenue Presby-
terian Church and by no means an authority on

drama, I am firmly convinced of the value of

dramatics as one phase of a religious recreation

program for young people.

I first broached the idea of a religious drama
festival to the president and adviser of the Young
People's Federation which is affiliated with the

Toledo Council of Churches. I wanted them to

sponsor the festival, as they would be a link be-

tween the various churches of the city. I was
made chairman of the committee and we immedi-

ately set about the task of securing the participa-

tion of nine churches. It was decided at first not

to make a contest of the festival but later events

changed this decision.

From this point on difficul-

ties grew with monotonous

regularity. We discovered
that although churches had

to some extent been putting
on plays in their own con-

gregations, the idea of nine

different churches getting to-

gether as a group and each

producing a one act Biblical

or religious play was some-

thing they could not quite

grasp. Their misunderstand-

By JAMES MCKINLEY
Toledo, Ohio

mg was never entirely clear-

There is now available helpful material

for churches promoting drama as a part
of their program for young people. The

International Council of Religious Edu-

cation, 203 North Wabash Avenue, Chi-

cago, has issued a pamphlet entitled "A
Dramatic Calendar for Churches," con-

taining suggestions for dramatic programs
for outstanding events for each month.

This may be secured for twenty-five cents.

Among the material issued by the Divi-

sion of Plays and Pageants of the Metho-

dist Episcopal Church, 740 Rush Street,

Chicago, is a comprehensive bibliography
called "Plays for the Church." Copies of

this maybe secured for twenty cents each.

ed up until the plays were put

on. Then the light broke ! As
the plays unfolded the churches

saw what we were attempting to do.

In spite of our efforts to explain the plan ade-

quately, there were three plays which had no defi-

nite religious message. However, these plays were

of high caliber and served the purpose of making
breaks between strictly Biblical plays. Some
churches produced plays requiring royalties, while

others put on non-royalty plays. In the opinion
of the judges the royalty plays were the best. The

winning plays were "The Old Candlemaker of

Saint John's," by Robert M. Gatke, "The Other

Apostles," by George E. Callahan, and "The Rec-

tor," by Rachel Crothers.

Taking Stock

The directors of the plays did good work, but

when the festival was over they realized there

were many ways in which improvement could be

made. It was the consensus of opinion among the

directors that there would be a great advance next

year if the churches would pay the expenses of

an individual to attend an eight or ten weeks'

course in play directing. It was thought that the

small sum required by each church would be

amply repaid. The churches would have a relia-

ble person to carry on their work, and the wild

search for a producer which ensues whenever a

church decides to put on a play would be ended.

Lighting and stage effects, it was felt, could have

been improved a situation which will be rem-

edied when technical instruc-

tion is made available. It is

our intention to organize a

class in this important branch

of dramatics.

The crowds attending the

three-night festival were not

large. However, those who
did attend were impressed.

Their comments showed that

they had not expected so

successful an event, and next

year we feel confident that

the attendance will be a great

deal larger. The festival was
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not publicized to any

great extent. This feature

of our next program will

be improved.

In pointing out the

weaknesses in our festi-

val we hope that other

groups promoting relig-

ious drama will profit by
our mistakes. We have

learned much by our ex-

PURPOSES OF THE STATE DRAMA FESTIVAL

To promote a larger use of religious drama as

spiritual and educational experiences in the

church.

To raise standards of religious drama.

To afford groups of young people a dynamic
means of serving their church and their

community.
To develop a more sympathetic understanding

among the young people of different denomina-

tions in community, county and state, and to lead

them to think and work together cooperatively.

perience. We know that

there is an abundance of potential dramatic abil-

ity available in the young people of the churches

enough to warrant the use of dramatics as a

definite part of a church recreation program. We
know that all groups who participated in the fes-

tival enjoyed their part in it and found great

satisfaction.

We in the churches have perhaps been lacking

in initiative in opening up channels of expression

for our young people through drama. We believe

this situation can and should be remedied.

The Toledo Council of Churches had planned

to make its festival a non-competitive affair, but

when the second annual state-wide religious drama

festival was announced it was decided to use the

Toledo project, which preceded the state-wide

festival, as a county elimination contest, the win-

ner to compete in the finals of Dayton. The state-

wide festival was sponsored by the Christian

Youth Council of the Ohio Council of Religious

Education, and according to Mary E. Henderson,

secretary of the State Drama Committee, it is one

of the Council's major projects.

The festival was open to all young people's

groups in the churches of Ohio, the requirement

being that all players should be of amateur stand-

ing and between the ages of fifteen and thirty.

Plays were chosen from an approved list
; forty

minutes were allowed for presentation, with five

minutes for setting the scene

and five for clearing.

Each county set up its own

festival, every church entering

the county festival paying an

entry fee of 50 cents to the

county drama chairman. This

money was used to pay the

entry fee of $2.00 required of

the county winner entering the

state finals. All groups were

asked to pay their own

royalties in the county

festival, but the state

committee paid all royal-

ties up to and including

$5.00 for productions en-

tered in the finals.

All contestants, direct-

ors and stage crews were

entertained in Dayton
homes according to the

Harvard plan. An event

was arranged in their honor following the Friday

night performances. On Saturday noon the Day-
ton campers from Camp Indianola, a coeduca-

tional camp sponsored by the Youth Council, were

the hosts of the players. These social affairs

added much to the festival.

Fifteen counties were entered in the finals

fine representation in view of the fact that at

time when most plays were ready for production

a great deal of Ohio was under water. Instead of

dropping the project, three of our southernmost

counties wrote : "Give us three more weeks and

we'll come through.'' And they did ! Four pro-

ductions were given on Friday night ; five on Sat-

urday afternoon ; five on Saturday night, with the

winner playing on Sunday. A non-competitive

play, "His Cross," presented by players from

Campbell County, Kentucky, closed the festival.

No admission fee was charged but free-will offer-

ings were taken. The money collected in this way

paid all expenses.

The National Recreation Association

issues a bulletin entitled "Drama
Tournament Suggestions" which takes

up technical problems of rules and

regulations and methods of judging.
This may be secured for ten cents.

The Association also has ready for

distribution a revised bulletin on

religious drama which has the title

"A Few Suggestions for Religious
Drama." This may be obtained free.

"For nearly 500 years the Athenians made drama

their chief means of adult religious education.

They housed it in their most sacred temple. They

presented their greatest dramas there at the sa-

cred season of the year. They closed their places

of business and adjourned their courts so that

everyone might come and receive the intellectual

and spiritual stimulus of the plays. So powerful
was the effect of those reli-

gious dramas that Athenians

developed an understanding

and an insight which made

their name a symbol of culture

from that day to this. Read

those plays today and you will

see why they have lived for

2400 years." From Drama in

the Church by Fred Eastman

and Louis Wilson.



At the Conference on State Parks

FROM
JUNE 10 to 12, 1937, the Seventeenth Na-

tional Conference on State Parks was held at

Swarthmore College, Swarthmore, Pennsylvania,

where the delegates were the guest of the Penn-

sylvania Parks Association. Park conservation,

development and administration, with special at-

tention to increased responsibility for planning

and management resulting from the federal aid

program of emergency conservation work, were

discussed by delegates from all parts of the coun-

try. Colonel Richard Lieber of Indianapolis was

I

elected president for his sixth consecutive term.

The first session of the conference was devoted

to a discussion of the general topic, "Relation of

the Federal Government to State Parks." Conrad

L. Wirth, assistant director of the National Park

Service in charge of the Branch ol Recreational

Planning and State Cooperation, stated that three

considerations should constitute the foundation of

federal and state cooperation in park work : ( I )

A basic understanding of objectives; (2) re-

alization that national parks and state parks are

of equal importance in their own fields of recre-

ational service, and (3) realization that while

federal and state park authorities are working in

different fields, each group can learn much from

the other.

"State Park Legislation" was the general topic

for discussion at the Thursday afternoon session

when a comprehensive review of such legislation

in the various states was given by Roy A. Vetter,

assistant attorney of the National Park Service.

Friday morning's session was devoted to state

park organization, and a bird's-eye view was given

of methods followed in various states. An inter-

esting topic of discussion was the work of the

Civilian Conservation Corps in state parks.

The importance of acceptance of responsibility

for future developments on the part of the states

was emphasized by Director Arno B. Cammerer
of the National Park Service who said :

"During the last year a number of the states

have taken steps to meet their responsibility. Sev-

eral states have recently enacted legislation for the

first time setting up park authorities and em-

powering them according to the best known prac-

tices. Several others have extended and improved
the scope of their park boards' or commissions'

functions, and there have been gratifying in-

creases in state park budgets. There is, generally,

increased recognition in law of public park and

recreation services as a primary function of gov-

ernment, evidenced by the more definite trend to

consider such services on a parity with other fun-

damental governmental functions. The court de-

cisions likewise have recognized that park and

recreation services are governmental rather than

proprietary functions. The selection of areas and

their integration into a state-wide coordinated sys-

tem have been given more definite consideration.

This has meant more basic studies in their evalua-

tion and selection and a greater emphasis upon
their distribution in order to meet human needs ;

more attention to careful planning for their de-

velopment, and greater concern for the achieve-

ment of individual and social benefits to be de-

rived from their use by the people.

"Encouraging as these accomplishments are, it

must nevertheless be admitted that the problem
and the possibilities have, for the country as a

whole, been little more than touched. The prob-
lem that each state now faces, if it has not already

done so, is the establishment of a park authority,

adequately financed, wisely empowered and pro-

perly staffed, both with administrators trained

and experienced in park and recreation work and

with properly qualified technical advisers. There

is no other way to carry on the work that has been

so generously augmented by funds and services

from the federal government, and there is no

other way of guaranteeing the freedom of local in-

genuity and creativity that should govern the de-

velopment of each state park system. While there

are certain general principles that apply to all

park work, the individual adaptations of them and

of park technique can best be made by the states

themselves; otherwise the state park in California

is apt to be the same as the one in Maine."

The importance of adequate long-term planning
was emphasized by Colonel S. P. Wetherill, Jr.,

founder and former president of the Tri-State

Regional Planning Federation.

The conference closed with a trip through Fair-

mount Park, Philadelphia, and a number of other

parks in the region.
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You Asked for It!

Question: We are planning to open a com-

munity center this fall and we want, of course, to

make the center as widely known as possible

among the people of the neighborhood. What

methods have other cities employed in inviting

people to the centers?

Answer: A well lighted entrance and building

are the best possible invitations. But in addition

there should be folders taken home by the chil-

dren describing the program and listing the ac-

tivities to be conducted, posters in store windows,

newspaper publicity, radio announcements, word

of mouth invitations, and handbills.

Just before the social centers of Milwaukee,

Wisconsin, opened last year the Electric Transit

Company carried huge placards in the front of

each street car, and a huge electric sign at City

Hall blazoned forth the message, "Social Centers

Open This Week."

The director of the Newton Community Cen-

ter, Board of Education, Newark, New Jersey,

issued the following invitation to neighborhood

folks:

"You, your family and your friends are cordi-

ally invited to visit our center on any Tuesday or

Friday from 7:00 to n :oo P. M. and join happy

groups in the gymnasium playing volley ball, in-

door tennis, basketball and other games. Observe

the craft groups the men repairing radio sets,

building miniature Spanish galleons, while the

women knit and sew as their fancy pleases. In

other parts of the building younger groups are

enjoying dancing and fencing and in the game
rooms the card tables, ping pong tables and other

types of quiet games attract both sexes and all

ages.

"All these activities and others are offered to

those who become members of the community

center, and all that is asked of those who desire

to become members is that they abide by a few

community center rules and regulations which are

merely formulated so that the majority may en-

joy their leisure moments in an atmosphere which

is in harmony with that prescribed by society in

general.

"Come to the center and register. Mingle with

your friends in any activity that is offered. Give

yourself a chance to grow mentally and physically.
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Life is a continuous process you work at your

profession or trade so that you may survive to

recreate your ideas and desires in the hours after

toil.

"Someone has said that in this world there is a

niche for every one of us. Some of us are lucky

and find it by ourselves. Some have to be guided

and others have to make one, but by whichever

method you get to your niche the important thing

is that you reach it and the community center may

help you, if you will but take advantage of the op-

portunities offered. Remember ! All roads lead

the Newton Community Center.

"Come in and let's get acquainted."

Victor J. DiFilippo, Director.

Question : We are interested in planning for a

recreation week in our community which will

focus attention on our recreational needs and pro-

gram and will show our citizens what is being

done. What activities do you suggest for

a week?

Answer: The following activities have been

found helpful in arousing interest in a city's rec-

reation program. Not all of these may be possible

in your community, and a selection and some

adaptation will be desirable.

1. A joint evening dinner meeting of all civic

groups and other organizations, followed by

movies of recreation features in other cities.

2. Official tour of recreation program

3. Play Day in public park, the program to in-

clude group games, stunts, Maypole dance, sand

play, folk dancing, track events, hop scotch,

O'Leary, jacks, marbles and model airplanes

4. A handicraft exhibit and a class demonstrat-

ing the construction of the various articles

5. A program of dramatics, minstrel, puppetry

and orchestra

6. A pageant depicting activities included in the

recreation program

7. Radio skits

8. Life saving and first aid demonstration

9. Demonstration of physical activity program
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SINCE the children
\Vhere Farm Animals . ,m the neighborhood of

Come to Town
^__ the Lucretia M. Blank-

enburg Playground,

ponsored by the Playground Association of

'hiladelphia, do not often or ever have the op-

ortunity of seeing ducks and ducklings, chickens,

^bbits and other animals dear to their hearts, the

layground director last summer brought the

iarm to the city. The collection started with a few

|sh,
soon boasted a bird feeding table and later

Deluded baby chickens and ducks. Before the

ind of the summer the menagerie included, in

iddition, turtles, white kittens, a mother cat and

iree kittens, a flock of pigeons, and a setting hen,

btained to answer the question, "How do they

et the little chickens?" An elegant pig pen

Baited a promised piglet. The rats which fre-

uented the section endangered the animals in the

lenagerie, but the advent of three pet rats, "the

iree stooges," tame for handling, yet sources of

ear to wild rats, remedied the matter. Needless

D say all the animals were named.

Pens were made by older men and boys in the

eighborhood since the children using the play-

round were too small to make them themselves.

)lder children were admitted only as junior lead-

rs. The children took turns feeding the animals

nd the younger animals were taken home each

ight, for safety's sake, by certain children. Ap-
lications were filed for this privilege and children

waited their turn. The playground was open
une 28th to August 2/th, and from one until

ight p. m.

Learn-to-Swirrr

Campaign

THE Recreation De-

partment of Fond du

Lac, Wisconsin, in co-

operation with the

'ark Board and the local newspaper, last summer
arried on for six weeks a swimming instruction

rogram which proved highly successful. Instruc-

on was given to non-swimmers leading up to the

Cross beginners' tests by use of the stunt

icthod. Classes were organized by play leaders

n all playgrounds which went to the pool or

each nearest their playgrounds at scheduled

ours. A club membership button was given at

the first instruction period. When certain tests

had been passed, swimmers were entitled to re-

ceive a membership button in the Minnow Club.

Those successful in passing more difficult tests

received the Fish Club button. Continuous pub-

licity was supplied by the sponsoring newspaper
which also furnished the buttons. The Park

Board supplied the beaches and pools, and the

Recreation Department organized the activity and

furnished leadership. Approximately 750 enrolled

in the activity.

More Recreation in

Union County

FIGURES issued in

the August 1 3th edi-

tion of Our Parks, the

organ of the Union

County, New Jersey, Recreation Commission,

showed substantial increases in the attendance

this July over last. Picnickers totaled 96,773 in

contrast to 50,141 for the same month in 1936.

The number of fishermen jumped from 6,827 to

13,744, with all park lakes and streams being in-

tensively fished. Horseback riding increased al-

most 100 per cent.

Miss NELL MILLER ofA New Type of Nat-
i TT- -n/r tne Sacred Heart

ural History Museum
,

Academy, Galveston,

Texas, describes an in-

teresting handcraft project conducted last sum-

mer at the Vacation School of the Y.W.C.A. The

project was the creation of a museum of natural

history for which each child in the class con-

structed some type of animal or phase of life in

which he was particularly interested. Animals

made of beaver board and heavy cardboard were

painted or colored with crayons and placed in a

typical environment. Corrugated boxes, secured

at no cost from local stores, were used for the

setting. Colored cellophane was placed back of

holes cut in the top and sides of the box produc-

ing an attractive lighting effect. White cellophane

was used on the front of the box for glass. The

inside of the box was painted blue with cloud

effects and the outside black. When the project

had been completed each child looked up the his-

tory of his subject and this was typed and pasted

on the side of the box. An exhibit was held at the
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HOW TO ORGANIZE
AND PROMOTE A
HORSESHOE CLUB

WRITE FOR FREE
BOOKLET

Horseshoe Pitching is a game that appeals

to everyone interested in playgrounds. Get

your free copy of "How to Organize a Horse-

shoe Club" and see how handily the game is

adapted to your requirements.

The Diamond line of Pitching Horseshoes

and accessories includes everything needed

in promoting the game. Ask for catalog and

rule books when you write.

DIAMOND CALK HORSESHOE CO,
4610 Grand Ave., Duluth, Minn.

end of the season and blue ribbons were given as

awards for the most artistic and realistic settings.

Recreation at State Fairs The programs of

state fairs of the past summer gave unusual recog-

nition to leisure time activities. Among the hob-

bies presented by displays at the Iowa State Fair

in Des Moines, according to Miss May M. Wright,

were amateur photography, collections of various

kinds, clay modeling, leather stamping, and fancy

work done by men. There were contests in

checker playing, fiddling, play production and

singing, together with talks on hobbies by a noted

artist.

Rock Island's Drama Contest Last winter

the Playground and Recreation Commission of

Rock Island, Illinois, held its tenth annual drama

tournament known as the Marshall Dramatic

Contest. This contest has come to be an establish-

ed institution in this city, and a very popular one.

This year the house was completely sold out a full

month in advance of the contest, and many people

were unable to secure tickets. With the comple-

tion of the new high school, with its auditorium

seating 600 people, it is hoped to avoid disappoint-

ing anyone when next year's contest is held. Six-

teen plays were presented by groups representing

churches, business houses, PTA's, the American

Legion and a number of local clubs. The plays

were judged by the individual and group achieve-

ment scale developed at the University of Iowa.

Under this system the work of the individual

actor is taken into consideration as well as the

play as a whole. Each individual player in the

contest is rated on characterization, line reading,

voice and articulation. The play as a whole is

given a rating of from one to seven, according to

the key, for each of the following points : Choice

of play, casting of play, mounting of play, stage

movement and business, team-work of players,

tempo, projection of significant points in plot,

projection of theme of play, projection of er

tional content and spirit of play, total effe

play. The play score is added to the plaj

average to give the total rating.

Can You Help? The Enoch Pratt

Library has asked us to give publicity to the fc

lowing item :

"The Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimc

Maryland, is very anxious to complete its file of

RECREATION and solicits offers of Volumes I-VI,

1907-1912 (former title, The Playground)."

Communications should be addressed to Joseph

L. Wheeler, Librarian.

"Recreation Ancient and Modern" At the

final night program held in Stadium Field, Wari-

nanco Park, Union County, New Jersey, children

from the Warinanco Playground dramatized the

development of recreation, starting with a pre-

sentation of Greek games, sports, drama and the

dance and continuing with a Roman soldier drill

and a Roman slave dance, and depicting interpre-

tations of the folk dancing of France, Switzer-

land, Italy, Scotland, Norway and Holland. The

program ended with a presentation of the various

recreational activities of modern times. Tableaux

showed participants in paddle tennis, baseball,

basketball, foot racing, handcraft, volley ball, ringi

tennis, tumbling and pyramid building. The final

scene showed all of the children in a tableaux

entitled "The Spirit of Play."

"Flower of Venice" On August 22nd the
1

Des Moines, Iowa, Civic Music Association pre-

sented in Greenwood Park the operetta, "Flower

of Venice." WPA created the costumes worn bv

the singers.



A New Playground Association Scotch

Plains, New Jersey, a community of about 4,000

people,
has organized a Playground Association

icorporated for the purpose of assisting trained

ecreation leaders in promoting recreational pro-

g-rams. The association is supplementing the work
of the playground directors at the County Park

Playground by planning special events and enter-

tainments such as a display of fireworks on the

fourth of July and by purchasing athletic equip-
nent in addition to that regularly supplied by the

ark Commission.

Detroit's Municipal Camp Last summer the

*:amp at Brighton, Michigan, conducted by the

Detroit Recreation Department took care of over

2,700 children. At a charge of a dollar a day food

ind shelter were provided, and the children en-

oyed boating, horseback riding and other activi-

ies, and learned Red Cross life saving.

Making Horseshoes Available In Wari-
fianco Park, maintained by the Union County,
Sfew Jersey, Park Commission, horseshoes are

Obtainable at the refreshment stand. A dollar de-

posit
is required but no charge is made for the

ise of the shoes.

A Playground "Graduation" The "gradua-
ion" exercises for the seventeen playgrounds of

utica, N. Y., take the form of an annual field day
which comes at the close of the summer season

md as a climax to it. It was a gala affair this year,

Opened by the Mayor and presided over by the

Chairman of the Recreation Commission, acting
is master of ceremonies.

The first event was the awarding of medals and

:ertificates to the seventy-five boys and girls who
lad earned the Fair Play Club Awards. These
wards put no premium on winning or on athletic

tbility, but are given to the children on each play-

ground who are leaders in participation, service

.nd character. Following the awards, 350 children

rom the playgrounds presented a patomime
>ageant of "Sleeping Beauty" in costumes made

!>y themselves, using properties made by an adult

education art class project. A number of dances

vere woven into the story. After the pageant a

ield and track meet was held for boys, one boy
rom each playground being entered for the base-

>all throw for distance, broad jump and 100 yard
lash, and four from every ground for the 44 yard
ielay. Championship baseball and volley ball

Barnes were played off as part of the meet. Points
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PLAY BASEBALL
In your Club, Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A.

Schools and Playgrounds

9 Hatfield's Parlor Baseball Game, played with sixty
special cards, eight plays on a card, 480 different

plays and many thousands of combinations is edu-

cational, and as thrilling and exciting as a big
league game.

Enjoyed by kids from nine years up to ninety in-

cluding dyed-in-the-wool fans and fanettes. Chances
for all kinds of plays, including hit and run, hook slide,

squeeze play, singles, doubles, triples, and home runs.

Games sent postpaid for $1.00 check,
($1.25 west of the Rockies, foreign countries)

Special Prices to Playgrounds, Coaches, Physical
Education Directors, Y.M.C.A. and

Y.W.C.A. leaders, etc.

THE HATFIELD COMPANY
DEPT. A

GREENSFORK. INDIANA

were given for winning the events and were added

to the points made in inter-playground competi-

tion during the summer toward a championship
banner. Articles made in handcraft during the

summer, on display before and after the main

program, attracted considerable attention.

A Playground for Chinese Children A play-

ground designed primarily for the children of

Chinatown, New York City, was opened early in

September, another step in the program to pro-

vide increased recreational facilities for the resi-

dents of Chinatown and other children in the sec-

tion. The playground occupies one and three-

quarter acres and has facilities for baseball, volley

ball, paddle tennis and other sports. It contains a

small shelter where mothers may sit in the shade

while the children play.

At the Annual Meeting of the School Garden
Association of America From June 28th to

July i, 1937, the School Garden Association of

America held its twenty-seventh annual meeting
in Detroit, Michigan, in connection with the an-

nual meeting of the National Education Associa-

tion. Leaders in the movement presented reports

of developments throughout the country. No city
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represented at the conference reported on a longer

period of operation of gardens than did Detroit.

Initiated in 1905 by the Twentieth Century Club,

a woman's organization, the children's garden pro-

gram was conducted by volunteers for eight years

when it was established as a regular activity of

the Board of Education and became affiliated with

the 4-H Clubs, a few years later being taken over

by the Recreation Department. The program has

enjoyed a steady development, with canning cen-

ters during the World War, meetings of the

groups conducted by boy and girl officers, exhibits,

flower festivals and an annual achievement day.

Interesting features of the meeting included

visits to school gardens, to the garden center spon-

sored by garden clubs, to the Fordson High School

with its unusual horticultural department and to

the horticultural gardens located on property

which is part of the homestead of Henry Ford's

father. Here garden instruction is given children

of the Fordson Junior High School and the Ford-

son High School. Each student of the junior high

school has a garden plot 20 by 60 feet, while the

senior high school group members have gardens
of 40 by 60 feet. A visit was also made to Mr.

Ford's own gardens notable for their extent and

variety.

Where Sam Houston Camped The historic

camp ground of Grapevine Springs, Texas, fa-

mous because President Sam Houston of the then;

Republic of Texas once made it his capitol for

thirty days while he pondered the affairs of his

nation, has been made available and attractive to

the public through an extensive program of build-

ing and beautification. Construction of roads

gravel paths, retaining walls of colorful native

work, foot bridges, a dam and numerous picnic

units have been part of the WPA's program oi

development, a program financed chiefly by the

WPA, with substantial assistance from a spon-

sor. All improvements have been made to fit th<

natural setting and all construction work has beer

done in native stone.

Grapevine Springs Park is located near Dal

Texas, and serves thousands of persons living ir

a thickly populated farming section. It consist

of twelve acres of oak, elm and pecan trees whicl

afford abundant shade, and a crystal-clear spring

from which the park derives its name.

STORY PARADE
A magazine for boys and girls

from 7 to 12

STORIES

VERSE

MUSIC

PICTURES

PLAYS

REVIEWS

FUN . . . ADVENTURE . . . FANTASY and ... FACTS!

A YEAR'S SUBSCRIPTION BRINGS: 500 PAGES: 12 COLORED COVERS
STORY PARADE offers the child reading that builds joy, character and sound taste and offers

a guide to modern children's books. It is required reading in courses in children's literature at

Columbia and other leading universities because it gives regularly representative work of the

foremost juvenile writers and artists. __-.__ __ _____ __ ___ ___ _____ _______ __ ___ __ _

Subscriptions $1.50 in the United States

Canada $1.60; Foreign $1.75

I

SPECIAL OFFER .... $2.50

STORY PARADE BOOK and one subscription

DEPT. R, STORY PARADE,
70 Fifth Avenue, New York.

Enclosed is $1.50 for 1 year's subscription.

Name ..

Address
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An Industrial Recreation Center The In-

dustrial Mutual Association of Flint, Michigan,

Dwns Potters Lake, twelve miles east of Flint on

i state highway, which the association has de-

veloped as a recreation center for its members.

On the shore of this beautiful inland lake are 400

acres. Along the west shore are twenty-one cot-

rages which are rented to I.M.A. members at low

rates. On a peninsula jutting far out into the lake

are a dance pavilion, merchandise and lunch

stands. One of the features is a bathing beach and

bath house, one end of the beach being reserved

'for children's wading. There is a well equipped

children's playground, and in addition there are

a number of picnic tables, benches and outdoor

stoves available at all times for members and their

families. The park is equipped with horseshoe

courts, a baseball diamond, rest rooms and ample

parking space. There is excellent fishing in the

tlake and boats are available at low rental rates.

'During the summer many events are held for

members and their families, such as swimming
meets, picnics, band concerts and boat races. Many
'factory picnics are held at the lake.

American Education Week The seventeenth

lAnnual American Education Week sponsored by
the National Education Association, the United

States Office of Education and the American

Legion will be observed November 7-13 for the

purpose of "focusing the attention of the Ameri-

:an people upon public education as an indispens-

able phase of democracy."

The specific theme chosen for this year is "Edu-

cation and Our National Life" with the following

day by day topics suggested for discussion :

Sunday, Nov. 7 Can We Educate for Peace?

Monday, Nov. 8 Buying Educational Service

Tuesday, Nov. 9 The Horace Mann Centennial

Wednesday, Nov. 10 Our American Youth Problem

Thursday, Nov. 11 School and the Constitution

Friday, Nov. 12 School Open House Day
Saturday, Nov. 13 Lifelong Learning. t

To give assistance in program planning the Na-
tional Education Association is issuing handbooks,
source books, leaflets, posters, stickers, and packets
of materials covering all phases of the week and
its topics, adapted to the various school levels and
to adults. These are moderately priced with

special discounts for quantity orders. A list of

available publications and prices may be obtained

from the National Education Association, 1201

^Sixteenth Street, N. W., Washington, D. C.

SPORTS EQUIPMENT

For Playground and
Recreational Departments

Complete Line of *

Equipment for all Sports

THE P. GOLDSMITH SONS, Inc.

JOHN AND FINDLAY STS., CINCINNATI, OHIO

St. Paul's Municipal Playground Artists

The St. Paul, Minnesota, Playground Depart-
ment is making a special effort to encourage the

natural talents of children in music and dancing.

One thousand talented boys and girls belong to

the Municipal Playground Artists who are serv-

ing many local groups. . During 1935-36, free com-

munity programs were presented at local com-

munity centers by children chosen from each

neighborhood. The children rehearse in units of

ten or fifteen, carrying out a special theme through
music and dancing. Over a hundred broadcasts

have been given during the year. A special MPA
cruise was conducted over Station WTCN, and

each Saturday the artists were to be found either

on ship or in a special country giving to the world

the music of that country. A girls' glee club has

been organized, a junior symphony orchestra, sing-

ing guitar group and several musical trios. The

group holds monthly meetings ending with a party.

The Artists' Mother's Club plays an important

part in the activities of this group by its service

and assistance at all times. Nearly 200 special

achievement pins have been given by the club to

the artists who have earned the required points.
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AN EDUCATIONAL MAGAZINE
for teachers and students of dramatics,

drama directors and club sponsors . . .

The

High School Thespian
The High School Thespian is the only national

journal in America devoted exclusively to the in-

terests of educational dramatics. It is published as

an educational service for teachers whose duties

include the sponsorship of dramatic clubs, teaching

of classes in dramatics, stagecraft, make-up, cos-

tuming, and play production.

Each issue contains a wealth of time-and money-

saving ideas, articles by nationally known leaders

in educational dramatics, timely editorials, pictures

of the latest high school stage sets, reviews of new

plays, books, and magazine articles of special in-

terest to teachers of dramatics, discussions pertain-

ing to the technical aspects of play production, and

numerous reports which present an impartial pic-

ture of what is occurring in the field of dramatics

in our colleges and high schools.

Begin your year's subscription with our

September-October issue just off the press

THE HIGH SCHOOL THESPIAN,

Campus Station, Cincinnati, Ohio.

Enclosed is $1.50 for my subscription for The

High School Thespian. ($2.00 in Canada.)

Name '-

Address
(SAMPLE COPY, 35c.)

A Map As a Woodcraft Project One of the

projects of the woodcraft classes maintained by

the Division of Recreation of the Park Depart-

ment, .Framingham, Massachusetts, was the mak-

ing of a jigsaw map of the United States. The

map fitted together shows the larger cities, capi-

tals of states and important rivers. This project

had a two-fold feature: correlation with the his-

tory and geography classes and the development

of skill in wood carving, the use of tools and the

promotion of creative ability in the children.

Hobbies The Hobby Guild with headquar-
ters at the Hotel Knickerbocker, New York City,

has completed a survey among social, religious and

leisure time organizations and individual members

to determine the trend of pursuits in which the

average person is engaged. Photography has made

great progress as a leisure time activity in the last

year, according to the study, with the miniature

motion picture branch of this hobby making the

greatest strides. Interest in arts and crafts has

greatly increased. The most active of the craft

hobbyists are those indulging in model making.

New Swimming Pools for American Com-

munities Officials in 750 cities and towns of

the United States, according to the May issue of

the American City, are making ready to open for

the season more than a thousand swimming pools

constructed or improved by the Works Progress

Administration and this agency's predecessors in

the Federal Works Program. CWA built more

than 200 pools; PWA 350 new pools and im-

proved 226 old pools; WPA 250 new pools and

61 old. These figures do not include many proj-

ects still under construction that will soon be

available for use.

Ann Arbor Receives Wooded Tract A tr;

of eighteen acres of wooded land along the Huron

River has been given the city of Ann Arbor,

Michigan, by Harry B. Earhart of Ann Arbor and

Detroit. The plan for development by the City

Board of Park Commissioners involves the as-

sistance of the National Park Service in land-

scaping, beautification, and the removal of stone.

The property will be preserved in its native state

except possibly for the provision of paths foi

visitors.

A Drama School The Department of Rec

reation of Oshkosh, Wisconsin, maintains a dram;

school in which 103 individuals are registered rep

resenting church groups and other community

units. Those taking the course meet once a week

for three months. The plan involves an exchange

of presentations each unit appearing in all the

other churches represented.

Much Ado About Doing
(Continued from page 407)

Juvenile offenders are increasingly being turnec

over for supervision and guidance to recreationa

organizations. Recreation facilities are being in-'

creased in areas with high delinquent rate.

Part Three

Part Three of the study is an analysis of wha

the community (Los Angeles) is doing to mea

the leisure time needs of youth. Space does no

admit of its inclusion.

Conclusions and Recommendations

The conclusions of the study are that youth wil

find expression in some form of leisure time
a^j
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MakeYour Playgrounds

EXTRA SAFE
Safety is an important factor when you
select playground equipment. Make it

extra safe with EVERWEAR, the equipment
that has safety "built in."

EVERWEAR takes the danger element out of

swings by making swing seats of air-

cushioned rubber, strong and durable, yet
soft enough to absorb the shock of a

chance blow. This patented seat has a

wooden core, completely edged in deep
air-cushioned rubber of exceptional tough-
ness and durability, locked to the case by
concealed strips.

Other apparatus slides, swings, merry-go-rounds and ladders are made to withstand maximum loads. Metal parts
are rust-proofed, wood is given two coats of jade-green paint, and steel frame fittings weld the outfits into

strong, durable units.

Investigate the famous EVERWEAR line of equipment. Find out how it can add safety to the popularity of your
playground. Send for the FREE catalog No. 28 TODAY. Address Dept. R.

A full line of beach and pool equipment is

also manufactured by the EVERWEAR Company.
Catalog 28W gives complete details.

Manufacturing Company

SPRINGFIELD, OHIO

Dept. R

ity, and if no constructive outlet is found de-

ructive results will obtain. Youth will respond

creasingly to wholesome leisure time programs,

pt enough of which have been provided to cover

jl youth. It is the responsibility of the commu-

ty to provide positive recreational opportuni-

es, and all community agencies, both public and

*ivate, must assist in answering the leisure time

>eds of youth. It is the responsibility of the

adership of these related agencies to challenge

eir respective constituents to concerted action

at the leisure time needs of youth may be met.

As for recommendations, it is specifically rec-

nmended that all agencies take steps to col-

borate, each in its own province, in providing
e following for youth : More lighted indoor

id outdoor recreation centers, opportunities for

ore "co-recreational" sports, more cultural ac-

vities, such as music, drama and arts and crafts,

ore opportunity for .wholesome social recrea-

3n, the development of an adequate co-recrea-

3nal camping program and a more adequate out-

jor program for young men and young women,
reful study of program content and technique

yr young people's club activities, and cooperative

publicity, so that all youth may know of the rec-

reational facilities and program offered.

Shorter Hours for Shut-ins

(Continued from page 408)

regular duties, and thus help to make it a definite

part of the recreation service of the city.

Some Values of the Service

A recreation program for the shut-in child gives

a double service. It not only brings happiness to

the boys and girls, but gives the parents an op-

portunity for some relaxation from a great physi-

cal and mental strain and worry. Although this

latter benefit may not be admitted by the parent

in most instances, it nevertheless cannot be denied.

Eight months of this type of service has only

opened up other avenues into which this program

may be directed. Elderly people whose eyes are

growing dim with age have asked for the readers

to visit their homes. With an increased staff this

and many other services may be added as very

important phases of a recreation program. One

private organization has given benefit shows to

buy musical instruments for the less fortunate

1
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Special ^Announcement

Character Magazine
and

National Parent Teacher

Magazine

can now be had at the

club rate of

$000
I Per Year

With CHARACTER MAGAZINE filling a very

great need among teachers and parents

through its stimulating articles on character

development in the home, school and com-

munity

With NATIONAL PARENT TEACHER MAGA-

ZINE the house organ of the great Parent

Teacher Association the greatest folk move-

ment of our time

You have a combination of valuable re-

source material at such a low rate you simply
cannot afford to ignore it.

Take advantage of this opportunity NOW
by filling in the order blank below and mail-

ing to us with your remittance.

CHARACTER MAGAZINE,
5732 Harper Ave., Chicago, III,

Kindly enter my subscription to CHARACTER

MAGAZINE and NATIONAL PARENT TEACHER MAGA-

ZINE each for one year at the club rate of $2.00.

Remittance enclosed.

Name

Position

Addrest

City State.

boys and girls, while other groups have volun-

teered transportation to take amateur entertain-

ers to the homes of the handicapped for special

performances.
Actual results of this program to date in Akron

are:

1 i ) Happier hours for handicapped children and

parents.

(2) Organization of a parents group as a co-

operative agency.

General improvement in school work as

ported by visiting teachers.

(4) Increased attempts and desires on the part

of some of the boys and girls to overcome

their handicaps.

Certainly any program that may give sue

suits is worthy of experimentation by

ganized recreation departments.

(3)

Some Sports and Their Developmer
(Continued from page 411)

thrills. The highest pitch of excitement marks 1

every game. Whizzing at terriffic speed up and

down the rink, absolutely oblivious of safety, ii

seems a miracle that any of the players survive

That they do not get by unscathed is attested b)

the marks of battle of some of the best players h

the game, one of whom has 163 scars and -,

broken collar bone.

A friendly little game, this ice hockey, but cer-

tainly one which we would not be ashamed foi

our ancestors to have seen and compared witl

their own wild contests of a dozen centuries ago

Thanksgiving "Giblets"

(Continued from page 413)

Thanksgiving Frei

A reprint from the October 1926 issue of RECRE-

ATION, including a bibliography of plays, music

and poems appropriate to Thanksgiving and a

party.

A Thanksgiving Party $-2.

Suggestions for a party including decorations, in-

vitations, games, dramatic and creative activities.

(In October 1936 issue of RECREATION)

Collections of Thanksgiving Recitations, Monologues,

Dialogues, Plays, Exercises and Drills for All Ages

(Order from the publishers)

Hallowe'en and Thanksgiving, Nina B. Lamkin 5

Samuel French (New York and Los Angeles)

Good Tlimg-s for Harvest Time, T. S. Denison

& Co. (Chicago, 111.)
4

Includes suggestions also for Labor Day, Harvest

Home, Columbus Day, Armistice Day and Theo-

dore Roosevelt's birthday.



MAGAZINES AND PAMPHLETS 451

Baron DeCourbetin

Saron DeCourbetin, promoter and organizer of

ie modern Olympic Games, died in Geneva on

September I, 1937. In 1894 Baron DeCourbetin

pecame convinced that athletics should play a large

jart in educational development and warned

ugainst the commercialization of sport. As early

is 1883 Baron DeCourbetin worked to introduce

'.ports into the French schools. In later years he

vas critical of too many "international competi-

ions and championships" leading to "exaggera-

,ion." For thirty-one years Baron DeCourbetin

lerved as president of the International Olympic

Committee, retiring in 1925 to be succeeded by
lis associate, Count de Baillet Latour.

Magazines and Pamphlets
Recently Received Containing Articles

)

of Interest to the Recreation Worker '

Recreation Rehabilitates the Shut-in
(Continued from page 420)

ifork, to equip a pleasant craft room for men.

Two rooms in the Family Welfare Building, Day-

Jon, Ohio, were remodeled through the coopera-

|ion of the Lions Club, Junior Chamber of Com-

nerce, Junior League, and others to house a dra-

latic program for the blind.

Permanent Achievements

!

The continued existence and development of

his experimental service has become a matter of

nportance to institutional directors. Many are

Dismayed over the possibility of continuing with-

tit

WPA assistance. Others have demonstrated

eir enthusiasm for the program by adding to

heir payrolls these WPA leaders who have served

i their institutions.

In Rockford, Illinois, a leader was released

rom the WPA project on account of curtailment

f funds and immediately engaged by the Rock-

ord Children's Home to continue the recreation

-

rork she had started 'there. The Superintendent
f the Women's Reformatory, Rutland, Vermont,
as written that she is making every effort to

btain funds to make the program permanent,
"wo of the three leaders at the Michigan Re-

ormatory at Ionia were hired by the State and

nmediately resigned from WPA.
"It was a mooted question in the beginning as

) the kind of reception this pioneer program
'ould meet with when presented to the heads of

iese institutions. A recent survey, I am happy
)
report, disclosed that the consensus of opinion
that it has been not only well received but so

MAGAZINES
Parks and Recreation, September 1937

Income Tax and Park Employees
Historic Camp Ground Becomes Beautiful Park
Cheyenne Mountain Park

Leisure, September 1937
Hobbies of the Sightless, by D. J. Rahn
Industrial Recreational Programs, by Frances
Overpeck

Early Play Parties Revived in Texas, by Emma
Boiling

Button, Button, Who's Got the Button ? by Dorothy
Walkley

Discovering and Developing Leaders for Leisure
Time Programs, by R. Bruce Tom

Hygeia, September 1937
Sane Manias Hobbies of Varied Personalities,
by S. R. Winters

The Journal of Health and Physical Education,
September 1937

Recreation Reinterpreted, by Eduard C. Lindeman
Some Physiological Effects of Activity, by Adrian

G. Gould
Square Dance Figures of Tidewater Virginia,
by Caroline B. Sinclair

Soccer-Basketball

. Public Management, August 1937

Measuring Public Recreation Systems, by C. E.
Ridley and H. A. Simon

Trends in Community Recreation Centers,
by George D. Butler

The Nation's Schools, September 1937
Down with Delinquency Adventures in Cooperative

Recreation, by Virgil M. Rogers
Win or Lose But Play, by Ethel Perrin

Child Life, August 1937

Busy Time (Seven games, stunts and things to do),
by Floyd L. Bartlett

Let's Make Sailboats, by Ella Dolbear Lee
Party Favors, by Hazel F. Showalter

Child Life, September 1937
How to Make a Bracelet and a Napkin Ring,

by Elsie Vogt
Child Life Hobby Club

PAMPHLETS

The Church and American Rural Life.
by Benson Y. Landis

Council of Women for Home Missions and Mission-

ary Education Movement

The Biggest Racket in America,
by H. Eliot Kaplan

National Civil Service Reform League

Annual Report of the. Recreation Department of the In-
dustrial Mutual Association, Flint, Michigan, 1936-37

American Universities and the AAU,
by E. L. Damkrogen
Alexander House Settlement, Wailuku, Maui, T. H.

Studies of Community Planning in Terms of the Span of
Life, by Catharine F. Lansing
New York City Housing Authority

Vacation Dividends, by Lena Madesin Phillips
Pictorial Review Co., New York City
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A Handbook of Private Schools

2 1st edition, May 1937. 1184 pages,

4000 schools. 250 illustrations, 14 maps.
Round corners, silk cloth, $6.00

More than a guidebook it is a discriminating

review of education as it is and as it may be

"Not only does it state clearly, and in no minc-
ing words, what is the trouble with American edu-
cation, but it is an invaluable source book of preg-
nant quotation, and an equally invaluable bibli-

ography of liberal writing and thought. I wish to

God every parent could read it understandingly,
and I would like to stand most university presi-
dents and headmasters of schools in a corner, dunce
caps on their heads, and keep them there until they
had learned your book by heart. It is a magnificent
production." Struthers Burt, Author, Three River

Ranch, Wyoming.
"Should be read and pondered by every would-

be intelligent parent who has a child to educate.
You review pithily the most invigorating and
thought-provoking matter bearing on human prob-
lems that has come out in the course of the past
year. You deserve high praise for transforming
what might seem a commercial venture into a cul-

tural event." E. A. Ross, Emeritus Professor of

Sociology, Univ. of Wisconsin.

Lists and classifies by type and locality the more
important Boarding Schools and Junior Colleges
Boys, Girls, Coeducational. 2d edition, 1937, 132

pages, 700 schools, 14 maps, 97 illustrations, cover
in color. SINGLE COPY 25 CENTS.

Write for Table of Contents

PORTER SARGENT, II Beacon St., Boston

satisfactory in its operation that none of the in-

stitutions would be without this service." Thus

the WPA Supervisor of Education and Recrea-

tion in State Institutions commented on his Wis-

consin program. And then he gives this indication

that none need be without this service. "At a re-

cent meeting of the Board of Control a close

analysis was made of the value of individual lead-

ership and their retention decided upon. This was

for the purpose of making the project a perma-
nent part of the work of the Board after the pas-

sage and signing by the Governor of the Bien-

nium Budget."

Whether or not the program is immediately
taken up and carried on by the hospitals, prisons,

asylums and the rest, its effect upon these institu-

tions has been permanent. Doctors, criminologists

and parents will insist on the retention of methods

which have done so much to rehabilitate the han-

dicapped. Nurses of their own volition have taken

courses preparing them to assist in this work. In

the Psychiatric Division of Bellevue Hospital

nurses in training are required to attend classes of

demonstration and instruction in recreational

therapy conducted by WPA leaders. Also, dur-

ing the training period they assist the leaders .in

their work with patients.

And patients will continue to write letters like

this one from Seaview Hospital, Staten Island,

New York. "Most of us have been confined here

for a lengthy period . . . are prone to devote too

much time to thinking of our troubles . . . are apt

to become mentally stagnant. This work you art

carrying on comes as a blessing to us, taking us

away from the deadly monotony of our daily ex-

istence. So for myself, and the rest of the boys
of this ward, I thank you."

The Art of Pitching Horseshoe

(Continued from page 422)

issue of The Horseshoe World, states :

"In sighting the shoe one should either bring the shoe

up in front of the face with the arm extended, or swing

it up there for the aim. Some players use the broken

arm method of sighting the shoe, which means that the

shoe is sighted with the elbow pointing down, and the

hand and forearm raised, so that the stake cuts the line

between the eye and the stake. Practice will make either

method successful. After the shoe has been held just ar

instant for the aim, the back swing is started, the shoe

passing by the right leg, and to a point back of the

player, where it cannot be swung any farther without

discomfort or loss of balance. This point of hesitatior

in the back swing, before the forward swing is started, is

known as the termination point in the back swing. The

shoe is then swung forward and released before the nose.

All during this swinging operation, the arm is kepi

straight and swung from the shoulder, like the pendulum
of a clock. This is known as the pendulum swing. The

weight of the shoe is sufficient to build up enough mo-j
mentum to carry the shoe over the forty feet of

space)

between the stakes. The shoe is never pitched, tossed

thrown, pushed or heaved towards the stake. It is swung."

At the termination point (end of the backward

swing and the start of the forward swing) thd

pitcher, if right-handed, should step forward with

the left foot and swing the delivery arm forward

with an easy and natural sweep. In case the shoe

is turning too much, or not enough, the pitchei

should shift his grip on the shoe slightly betweer

the toe and heel calks.

Rhythm and timing of the swing are importan

factors in the game of horseshoes. The pitchei

should aim to pitch for rhythm by using a lon|

swing and keeping the arm straight as stated bj

Brown. There should be as little knee action a:

possible. The body should be bent forward am

perfect balance should be maintained at all time:

during the delivery of the shoe. \
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Stamps and Recreation

(Continued from page 424)

avy issues came from the government presses,

i

:

or example, every child was told the stories of

he heroes whose portraits adorn the stamps, as

veil as the events of national importance with

vhich each was associated. This instruction is in

jiarrative form, and Mr. Miller devotes consider-

ible time after each lecture to a period of ques-

ioning.

; History, however, is not the only point of in-

,truction, for the study also embraces the angles

>f art, printing, design and several other allied

ields.

Mr. Miller can tell many interesting tales of

he creation of important collections by children

.nd the devious and varied means they employ to

ibtain stamps. Old trunks and family records are

ansacked, business houses are solicited for en-

relopes, juvenile dealers are consulted, and,

hough the practice is not encouraged, even pub-
ic dumps are searched.
!

In connection with the latter, Mr. Miller re-

:alls that one of the most valuable collections in

lartford, a city widely known for its interest in

philately, was started from stamps obtained from

. dumping ground. The collection, which was

rears in the making, recently was appraised for

ax purposes at over $50,000, and the collector

;-eadily admitted some of his earliest and most

Valuable items came from envelopes he found on

ublic dumps as a boy.
The Hartford stamp clubs are now over a year

)ld, and both Mr. Dillon and Mr. Miller are con-

inced they constitute one of the most important
actors in the city's program of educational

ecreation.

New Audiences
(Continued from page 426)

elf, jumped on the stage, grabbed Zan by the

:oat tails and shouted : "You dope, here it is."

Many stories can be told, about the spontaneity
>f the outdoor assemblages. At a performance of

'Melodies on Parade," a revue of the "gay go's,"
he audience joined in the singing of old time

avorites and without prompting. An old man

itting next to me knew every song, every gag,

Backwards and forwards, and sang in a pleasing
'aritone throughout the evening.

In Queens, contrary to usual custom, the audi-

^nce did not chat during the intermission, but

Recreation workers will play their

part in the Community Mobilization

for Human Needs campaign which,
in the the words of Charles P. Taft,

Chairman, "is the expression on a

nation-wide scale of that love of

neighbor which is the key to happy
community living."

beat time with their hands to Souza's march as it

was being played by the orchestra.

The actor, once he has accustomed himself to

the limitations of the Caravan stage, gives all he

has in return for his audiences's infectious en-

thusiasm for it has given him something for

which he can indeed be grateful proof that al-

though the commercial theater cannot absorb him,
the people want and love his art.

Sports "Carry-Over" in the

Home Recreation Program
(Continued from page 428)

It is probably true that such occasions go fur-

ther toward regulating and improving home rela-

tionships than almost any other activity. Nature

lends a hand to those who look upon her beauti-

ful mountains, lakes, rivers and seashores. An
appreciation of the magnitude and grandeur of

much of our scenery dwarfs the petty problems
which may seem insurmountable in many Ameri-

can homes. Here sympathy and understanding are

generated. An appreciation of what has gone be-

fore in American pioneer life will leave the pre-

sent generation better fitted to face in a con-

structive way the unknown problems of family
and society.

A Challenge to the Home
The present social status points clearly to the

need for careful attention to the importance of

life within the home. We have passed through a
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Progressive
"The Magazine with a Vision"

It Brings You a Veritable Library of

Best Educational Reading from

Experts in the Field of Education

You will receive in the ten issues help on:

School Administration and Supervision

Classroom Methods and Projects

Health, Physical Training and Entertainment

Opening Exercises, religious training

Stories and Songs for the Auditorium Hour

Help on all the common school branches

Articles on music, drawing and art

School decoration

Help on Club programs, Raising Funds

School Libraries and a discussion of new books

$2.00 Per Year oi Ten Issues Two Years for $3.50

Three Years for $5.00

Advertising Rates Sent on Request

Make Several Hundred Dollars

During Vacation
We want 2,500 young men and women to sell sub-

scriptions to PROGRESSIVE TEACHER a school maga-
zine now in its 45th year and national in circula-

tion at County Institutes, Teachers' Meetings,
Summer Schools and Normal Schools throughout
the United States.

This is a fine opportunity to earn several

hundred dollars during your vacation

Write

PROGRESSIVE TEACHER
Circulation Department MORRISTOWN, TENN.

decade or more of unprecedented material pros-

perity which has ended in one of the most dif-

ficult economic eras of our history. Elaborate

and almost unlimited development of commercial

recreation and entertainment has had certain de-

structive effects on American family life. The

ease and efficiency of travel, ever increasing, with

the attending problems for young and old alike,

further challenges parents to make home life more

complete and better organized. The prospect of

shorter working hours may prove of great ad-

vantage to the home. It also may prove destruc-

tive, if free time is not used for some wholesome

activity.

Will the home meet the challenge ?

Municipal Organization in Junior

Club Work
(Continued from page 436)

followed by another at which those children wh<

kept the best health habits for the two week

were honored. A "Health Honor Roll" was se

up in a conspicuous place on which were put th

names of those children who corrected defects.

The role of the leader in a project of this kin

is clearly evident. Many authorities in the fiel

of recreation have been known to divorce educr

tion from recreation. Recreation and educatioi

however, are very closely connected and it is th

job of the recreation leader to supplement th

work of the schools and help them in every \va

possible. Thinking of education in its broach

sense, as the everyday experiences which go i

mold the character and develop the child social:

and physically, the recreation leader is indeed

.teacher. He must be continuously alive to teacl

ing opportunities and also to situations whic

make it possible for him to get children to expre

themselves through the tool subjects as learnt

in school.

Playparks in Great Britain

(Continued from page 438)

the area for active play should be of hard

court material to allow of constant use.

(2) The layout should allow easy supervision.

(3) Lavatories should be convenient to all

parts.

(4) Ample drinking water should be pro-

vided and should be of the jet type to I

avoid contamination.

(5) A small Red Cross outfit should be pro-
vided for cuts, bruises, etc..

(6) In a large scheme it might be an ad-

vantage to provide for Scouts, Cubs,

Guides and Brownies in addition to the

small children's games, etc., also a creche

or clinic so that the whole youth move-

ment is coordinated.

(7) Ample shelter should be provided.

(8) Gardens and planting should be fenced.

(9) Paddling pool water should be fre-

quently changed.

In conclusion there is a general summary uno

the following headings : The Need of Playparl

Sites, Sizes and Frequency; Planning; Plantin

Distribution of Cost and Effects on Values

Property; Organization; Powers of Local ^

thorities to -Acquire Open Spaces, and Propos

of the Government for Physical Training
Recreation. !



New Publications in the Leisure Time Field

The Book of Festivals

y Dorothy Gladys Spicer. The Womans Press, New
; "York. $3.00.

;"l~His BOOK of festivals preserves in full detail authen-

tic memories of what America should not be per-

ntted to forget of beauty and joy." Thus Dr. John H.

Inley in his foreword characterizes this comprehensive

jmpilation of festivals. The festivals described in the

plume have been selected on the basis of nationality,

ith the two exceptions of the Hindus and the Moham-
dedans. In general the holidays of a country's predomi-

^nt religion have been selected as typical of the country.

,s it was impossible to include the festivals of all na-

jonalities
in a single volume, the author has made her

asis of selection in the main the European and Oriental

gtionality groups most widely represented in the United

ttates. In collecting her data Miss Spicer has had the

bistance of many racial leaders and authorities. Recre-

iion workers will want to avail themselves of the assist-

ice offered in this authoritative volume.

welve Festival and Dance Programs
:or Spring and Christmas Exhibitions

y Margery Coe Hawley and Mary Kate Miller. Bur-

gess Publishing Company, Minneapolis, Minnesota.

$1.50.

N THIS MIMEOGRAPHED BOOK, which is illustrated with

sketches showing costumes, the authors have attempted

avoid the mistakes which so frequently mar public per-

>rmances. For this reason the programs suggested are

mple, the staging and costumes inexpensive, large

roups are included in which the less skillful may take

art, and all dances used may 'be taught as regular class

cork long before the program is presented. The pro-

rams, six of which are devoted to Christmas and six to

)ring production, include all types of activity, and are

jitable for all grades and ages. They are adapted to

ther indoor or outdoor use. All -the programs offered

ave been tried out and found successful.

Notes For Modern Dance

1 y Mary P. O'Donnell and Sally Tobin Dietrich. A. S.

! Barnes and Company, New York. $2.00.

IPHis BOOK will be of most value to students who have
' worked in "Survey of Rhythmics," "The Teaching
f Modern Dance," and "Studies in Modern Dance" or

i similar courses. The movement skills described are

at intended as a set of prescribed exercises, but are to be

|sed
as a point of departure for the building of many

lore technique skills and ultimately for dance composi-
on. The authors urge that the student be given the op-

ortunity to discover for himself as many variations of a

^articular movement as possible. Music is offered for

Me use of the accompanist.

Safety For Supervised Playgrounds
Prepared by the Education Division, National Safety

Council, One Park Avenue, New York City. Price 25$.

TODAY WHEN the public playground and the trained

play supervisor are considered necessities in every

progressive municipality, the element of safety in chil-

dren's play assumes a place of great importance. The
playground offers the child happiness and security only
so long as it affords protection and this protection is a

combination of training and environment.

This new pamphlet is a guide to the director in check-

ing dangerous conditions and keeping him alert to the

fact that every piece of apparatus, every activity, even the

surface of the playground, holds possibilities for acci-

dents. Especially valuable are the sections on the safe

use of apparatus, the safety programs which have been

used successfully in a number of cities, and the new ideas

for stimulating interest in safety. A summary of the ac-

cident experience of twenty-four Cleveland playgrounds

during the summer of 1936 shows that among the play-

ground patrons no age is immune from accident. A two-

year old and an eighteen-year-old were among the casual-

ties reported that season. The pamphlet also contains ex-

plicit directions for procedure in case of injury and a

sample accident report. A number of attractive photo-

graphs taken on playgrounds show well-planned game
areas and children at play using various apparatus in the

proper way.

Hunting With the Microscope
By Gaylord Johnson. Leisure League America, 30 Rocke-

feller Plaza, New York City. $.25.

YWITII THE GROWTH of scientific clubs as a phase of
**

recreation, this booklet will commend itself to all

who do their hunting with scientific instruments. An-
other book of the Leisure League series designed for

the amateur scientist is Discover the Stars which gives

some fundamental facts and outlines techniques.

Personality and the Cultural Pattern

By James S. Plant, M.D. The Commonwealth Fund,
New York City. $2.50.

IN HIS NEW BOOK Dr. Plant has gathered up the fruits

of fourteen years of clinical observation of children and

parents. He has had a growing conviction that the ea-

vironment of the individual that is, the cultural pattern

in which he lives has much to do with the kind of

motivation which expresses itself in personality traits.

This interplay of environment or cultural pattern upon

personality is the central theme of the book.

Naturally the type of cultural pattern determines in a

measure the type of personality of the individual. There

have been in the past God-centered patterns, family-cen-

tered patterns, and state-centered patterns. At present,
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Dr. Plant contends, we are moving into an individual-

centered cultural pattern. Social thinking necessarily cen-

ters, therefore, around the individual with its inner moti-

vations and the outer influences of its environment. We
now accept the fact that if we are to change the indi-

vidual we can probably bring about such change more

effectively by altering the environment in which the in-

dividual lives than by probing his inner motives. We
therefore ask these questions : What does family life do

to the personality of the child? What part does the

school, the church, the law and industry play^in
the de-

velopment of personality? What is the function of rec-

reation in personality development? What kind of edu-

cation, and how much education, do we need to get in

order to secure the best results in personality develop-

ment?

The chapter on "Recreation" is a challenging, one. "It

is perhaps true," says Dr. Plant, "that in our recreational

life we can bring into play the entire integrated per-

sonality as we cannot elsewhere and it is perhaps true

that this is precisely the reason that we gain such re-

freshment in the most wholehearted undertaking of rec-

reation." The most serious problem in the recreation

field, he says, "is not one of developing a polished set of

techniques but of eliciting and strengthening these highly

desirable informal elements which already exist. An
institutional structure is probably required but its policy

should be that of inviting rather than regimentation."

This volume is not easy reading but it will repay the

careful study which recreation executives and others may
give it. Reviewed by E. C. Worman.

Natural Color Film What It Is and How to Use It.

By Clifford A. Nelson. The Galleon Press, New
York. $1.50.

If photography is your hobby particularly if you are

intrigued by the use of color in motion picture or still

photography you will be interested in this book with its

new approach to the entire subject of natural color pho-

tography. Non-technical and informative, the book has

been planned and written for the amateur worker who
wishes to achieve the full beauty available in "Koda-
chrome."

The Relationship of City Planning to

School Plant Planning.

By Russell A. Holy, Ph. D. Bureau of Publications,

Teachers College, Columbia University, New York.

'$1.60.

City planning is at last beginning to assume the place
in community life to which its importance has long en-

titled it and which municipalities have been slow to

recognize. And in intelligent city planning school plant

planning must be an essential consideration. This study
by Dr. Holy published with the approval of Professor
N. L. Engelhardt, has had two purposes: (1) to investi-

gate and appraise the degree of existing articulation of

school building planning and city planning, and (2) to

formulate recommendations for the improvement of both

city planning and school planning by means of a better

articulation.

Understanding Architecture.

By H. Vandervoort Walsh. Art Education Press,

Inc., 424 Madison Avenue, New York. $.50.

"We do not have to go to Europe to understand archi-
tecture. We can begin right in our own town to make
our first conscious observations. Ask ourselves the first

question, 'What are the different kinds of buildings in

our town?' Then inquire deeper, 'What are the social
activities that made it necessary to build?' Finally we
come to the first and fundamental matter concerning all

architecture does the building serve the people who use
it?" To show how these questions may be answered

through architecture is the purpose of this attractive
booklet which presents some of the fundamental prin-

ciples which should enter into the planning of
building.

It is unique in the skill in which it interprets to the lav
mind beauty in building.

The American Home Course in Period Furniture.

By Lurelle Guild. Art Education Press, Inc Nev
York. $.50.

The individual whose hobby is antique furniture, o:
for that matter one who is only mildly interested in' the

subject, will find fascinating material in this attractive! -

illustrated book giving information regarding the furni-
ture of various periods and their originators.

Digest of Laws Relating to State Parks.

National Park Service. United States Departmen-
of the Interior, Washington, D. C.

In response to numerous requests, the National Par!
Service has undertaken the compilation of a digest of a!

state park and recreation laws of a general and perma
nent nature. Special attention has been given to the im

pprtant consideration of making it as convenient as pos
sible for the reader who desires to know the law gen
erally or who may seek the law on a particular subjec
as it relates to recreation. The material has been p'ub-
lished in three volumes: (1) Alabama to Mississippi
(2) Missouri to North Carolina; (3) North Dakc
Wyoming.

Children's Mental Whoopee.

By Mabel H. Meyer. Simon and Schuster, Ne\
York. $1.00.

Here are seven new games and there are ten sets c

each game which will provide entertainment for chil

dren from six to twelve and will tax their ability t
think quickly.
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Freedom

THE
RECREATION MOVEMENT stands for the "flowering of per-

sonality," letting helping each person to express the full beauty
of his gifts such as they may be. We do not want a world of men

all alike. In every group we want a "minority," even if it be a

minority of one whose rights are respected.

We live in a world of mass production by machinery. Every
Ford car in a given class is exactly alike even if there be several mil-

lion. Every human being, every child at the recreation center is dif-

ferent, is individual, and it is our desire to develop the difference, the

individuality.

Mass activities swimming, skating, dancing may be so plan-
ned as to leave each person free to be himself, to develop himself to

keep himself different, alive; or they may be used as a means of con-

trol, of regimentation, of trying to make each person like everyone
else the creation of a horrible world of uniformity.

Respect for personality should be a foundation stone for recre-

ation workers. A reasoned faith in human beings is essential. Con-
trol of the many by the few is even worse in recreation than in other

parts of life. It is in recreation that democracy should have full

expression.

Free choice of what one will do in one's own free time is essen-

tial. Exposure to all that is called best by the wisest yes. But the

recreation worker should lean over backward in trying not to make
those who come under his leadership over into his own pattern. Let

persons because they are persons make themselves over if they care

to be made over. Keep always the ideal of letting each person decide

for himself the activities that have life-giving power for him. Fortu-

nately men are so built that they have considerable power in resisting

external compulsion in their free time.

Freedom is a watchword of recreation freedom for each indi-

vidual to grow, freedom under discipline; and freedom under a co-

operative plan to give freedom to others as well as to oneself.

Recreation is a sorry thing when it becomes a tool for changing
men according to ideals which they themselves have neither chosen

nor accepted.

HOWARD BRAUCHER.

NOVEMBER, 1937
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When Christmas Comes!
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New Toys From

Sleighs and reindeer give way to

trucks and motors, as thousands
of modern Santa Clauses every-
where take over the joyful task

of scattering Christmas cheer!

BECAUSE

Santa Claus of

late has been over-

looking some children

(and good ones, too) rec-

reation commissions and

other agencies in an in-

creasing number of cities

are helping him out in an

annual toy-gathering, toy-

mending and toy-distributing campaign just be-

fore Christmas. A description of the ways in

which these volunteer "Santa Clauses" work in

several communities will be helpful to those

groups who want to see that every child has some-

thing in his stocking on Christmas morning.

Washington Is "Toy-Minded"!

They say that too many cooks spoil the broth,

aut numbers of cooks contributed to the Play-

ground Santa Claus Shop in Washington, D. C,
'ast year, each mixing in his own special ingredi-

mt to make a perfect dish.

At the outset the Department of Playgrounds,

which Sibyl Baker is Director, and the Con-

gress of Parents and Teachers were designated by
he Council of Social Agencies to collect, repair

md distribute toys to needy children. The gifts

were to be distributed through requisitions from

he Central Christmas Committee.

The H. L. Rust Company lent a building to

louse the toy

shop, which was

supervisedby
he playground

engineer and
nis assistant.

The Wasiiiny-

lion Herald in-

stalled four

telephones and

ir ranged for

^as and electric

service. Forty-
four fire sta-

mens acted as

Deceiving sta-

:ions for dona-

:ions of toys,

staple foods Courtesy Pasadena Department of Recreation

RECEIVING DEPARTMENT
; MOTHER'S

COMMUNITY
OP>iZf%*>T

Department

and clothing. At many of

the stations firemen mend-

ed and painted the toys be-

fore delivering them to

the Santa Claus Shop.

The toys were delivered

to the Shop from the fire-

houses in trucks, and the

Premier Taxi Company
visited over 1,224 homes in a toy-collecting cam-

paign. In order to assure the sanitary condition of

the toys, the Arcade Sunshine Laundry disinfect-

ed and cleaned over 200 cloth dolls and animals.

The toys collected from homes and from the

firehouses were not the only sources of gifts.

Various individuals and companies contributed

money and toys; children from one school sent

21 dolls and 191 other toys, while another school

donated 100 dogs and 100 dolls. Girls on the

District playgrounds dressed 250 dolls for the

Toy Shop. At the peak of the work of repairing

dolls, a group of WPA seamstresses spent two
weeks dressing dolls, and two generous volunteers

each dressed fifteen dolls in exquisitely made
clothes. Fifteen men from the WPA sorted, re-

paired, painted and shipped toys.

Through the toy matinee conducted on Decem-
ber 12th at Loew's Capital Theater with the co-

operation of the Washington Post, the Play-

ground Santa Claus Shop received approximately

2,500 toys, dolls

and gifts. The

People's Drug
Store put boxes

for donation in

their stores and

the Terminal
Taxi Cab Com-

pany collected

them and
brought them

in. The drug

company also

sent in 105
broken dolls

oufof which
the repair crew

made 50 good
dolls.
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The Midnight Treasure Hunt, conducted by

the Washington Herald Globe Trotter, in cooper-

ation with Station WOL and RKO Keith's Thea-

ter, furnished a great deal of fun to participants

and produced approximately 300 toys, 700 articles

of staple foods, 300 cakes of soap and much used

clothing.

To supplement the donations of the city, the

Playground Santa Claus Fund received donations

amounting to $1,800 from the Washington Her-

ald, $410 from the Washington Post and $39

from other groups. These funds were expended

for clothing and gifts for boys and girls over

twelve. Dolls also had to be purchased as dona-

tions alone do not fill the city's needs.

All requisitions for toys, either to families or to

agencies, were cleared through the Christmas Reg-

istration Bureau of the Council of Social Agen-

cies. The Council forwarded requisitions for

toys for 2,229 children to the Toy Shop, the toys

to be distributed through hospitals, recreation

centers and various other agencies. Other per-

sons and agencies submitted names to the Shop,

including directors of playgrounds and recreation

centers. A number of generous people asked to

be allowed to carry Christmas to some individual

family and many volunteers helped in the work.

The playground staff also gave all its free time

during the month of December in carrying out

the program.
To distribute the gifts required the services of

a fleet of trucks and volunteer cars working from

December 15 until late on Christmas Eve, but

when Christmas Day came, the Playground

Santa Claus Shop was able to say that nearly

2,600 families representing 8,150 children had

been served with suitable gifts and a Christmas

greeting and every request referred to it had

been met.

"Putter Shops"

Outstanding among experiments in inter-agency

events are the "Putter Shops" initiated in Seattle

by the Camp Fire Girls, but enlisting also the

joint efforts of Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and Girl

Reserves. While built around Christmas, many

aspects of this project could be adapted to any

season.

The shops were based on the Christmas-giving

theory that the only truly considerate manner

of spreading Christmas cheer is that which

spreads the means by which needy families may
plan and make their own cheer. Six neighborhood

shops were set up. Working materials were so-

licited from industries, stores and homes, the Re-

lief Administration provided instructors, and the

Community Fund sent out 15,000 notices inviting

families to come to the nearest shop to make use

of its facilities and materials in making Christmas

gifts for their families. Tools were borrowed,

rented or brought by the families that used the

shops. Schools and civic clubs lent their aid where

needed, and cooperation with the Family Welfare

Society was fundamental.

Fathers and big brothers made bookshelves,

sewing cabinets, children's desks and doll houses.

Mothers made gingham dogs and cats, special arti-

cles of clothing and new outfits for their little

girls' old but mended dolls. Everybody, includ-

ing the children, made toys. Boys and girls en-

rolled in the agencies were used for a variety of

tasks in organizing and operating the shops,

which were managed by group leaders under a

joint committee. The crafts and vocation training

of the Boy and Girl Scouts, Camp Fire Girls and

Girl Reserves was used effectively to interpret

their program of community service. Boy Scoutf

with merit badges in printing printed the invita

tions; others, working for their merit badge ir

photography photographed them at work, making
excellent photographs for news pictures. Girl;

taught other girls at the "Putter Shops" to croche,

or knit simple gifts for Christmas, or demonstratec

the making of inexpensive candy or cookies. Bo>
Scouts repairing and rebinding books would make

a good exhibit at any season.

Collecting Toys for a County
Each year in Westchester County, New York

hundreds of boys and girls, through the Recrea

tion Commission, contribute Yuletide gifts to then

less fortunate neighbors. Since early summer disl

carded playthings have been piling up in the work'

shop where they are to be repaired, for boys ano

girls are urged to make a thorough search o

their attics and playrooms. All manner of toys

large or small, but especially dolls and wheel toys

are welcomed in no matter what state of disintei

gration they may be. Amateur carpenters and

seamstresses, supervised by skilled workers, wil

have so transformed the old playthings as to malo

them look and work like new.

The project whereby children in institutions anc

boarding homes are made happy each Christma

is conducted jointly by three agencies: the West
Chester County Recreation Commission which rt i
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ects and reconstructs the old toys ; the Westches-

ler Children's Association which provides neces-

Eary materials and other assistance, and the

County's Department of Child Welfare which

'.akes care of the distribution. Local recreation

Commissions
conduct similar projects in a num-

ber of county communities.

When Christmas Eve comes around a corps of

rucks and private automobiles will carry about

(3,500 presents to the county's underprivileged

:hildren.

A "Mile of Dimes"

The Public Recreation Commission of Cincin-

iati, Ohio, raised about $3,500 for Christmas toys

jfor children in relief families with a "Mile of

(Dimes" campaign. A portion of downtown Gov-

brnment Square was set aside for the purpose and

everyone passing was asked to add a dime to make

Jhe mile. A mile equalled $3,000, so the goal was

tnore than reached. Approximately 20,000 chil-

iiren were provided with toys, about 15,000 of

which were received from the Board of Educa-

tion, the toys being made by children in the upper

^rades and high schools in the manual training

md domestic science classes. "It was a real thrill

o us," writes a staff member of the Commission,

'to help distribute some of the toys and see the

joy of the children when they received the beau-

tiful dolls, wagons, kiddie cars and other toys

tvhich were to be theirs. Some of them had never

oefore had a toy."

A Community Toy Stack

The distribution of toys in Palo Alto, Cali-

fornia, was carried on under the name, "The

rimes-Community Toy Stack." School nurses,

loctors, the Red Cross, the East Palo Alto Re-

ief Association, the Menlo Park Red Cross, min-

sters, and neighbors were responsible for the list

>f families. The Toy Stack had the packages de-

ivered to the homes as they came from the store,

:ach package marked with a child's name. Prac-

ically all the work was voluntary, money given

)eing used for materials for repairing and for

jifts suitable for older children. Many toys were

)ut in repair by the firemen of Palo Alto and

Vlenlo Park.

Hundreds of Thousands of Toys !

A trip around the country with the WPA last

I'ear

would have shown hundreds of workshops

ivaling that of Santa himself. Altogether

30,000 workers and 725,000 toys were involved

throughout the nation. Let us look into one of

the states to see what was done.

California had a machine shop to make parts

for mechanical toys which were broken. WPA
trucks collected broken toys from tops to tri-

cycles, which, when mended, were like new. A
professional costume designer planned native

European costumes for some of the dolls.

In the District of Columbia, WPA workers

assisted the Department of Playgrounds in re-

pairing toys for Christmas.

In Indiana, sewing projects employed 120 per-

sons in making soft toys. On sixty-two recrea-

tion projects workers made toys of wood, metal

and rubber. Merchants donated boxes, paint and

upholstering material to make toy furniture.

Women workers stayed after hours and cut pat-

terns to make toys at home for their own
children.

One hundred and one workers in Minnesota

made and repaired a total of 16,600 dolls and toys

for Christmas. Expert doll repair work was car-

ried on in a project at St. Paul. The project even

boasted a curling iron which was used to trans-

form straggly hair into delicate curls. More than

1,000 sleds were donated to the toy mending

project.

The toys made and mended by approximately

900 workers in Mississippi were distributed from

Community Christmas trees planned by the Fed-

eral Music Project and the Recreation Division.

Parents helped in selecting suitable toys for their

children.

In Texas more than 100 men and women,
most of them past 50 years of age or physically

handicapped, were given temporary employment
on toy projects.

Wisconsin specialized in educational toys and

dolls.

In an article in the December 1936 issue of the

Kiwanis Magazine, Dr. Irving E. Miller sug-

gests the principles involved in selecting toys for

little children. They should be gay "the bright

and rapidly moving things that delight the eye;

the noise-making things, however crude, that

excite the ear ; the host of simple things that pro-

vide abundant opportunities for touch and muscle

sense." Playthings must involve activity ac-

tivity in which the child participates, in which he

gets the joy of being a cause, and experiences the

power of control.



Preparing for Christmas Celebrations

Music,
DRAMA, pageantry and dancing each

will play its part in the Christmas celebra-

tions to be held in large cities and small

hamlets throughout America. Many civic groups

and city officials are looking for material to help

them in preparing for Christmas observances

which may be elaborate or very simple. Here are

some sources of information which may be help-

ful for community groups.

Christmas Plays, Pageants and Festivals

The Boy Who Found the King by Marguerite Kreger
Phillips. A Christmas play in three episodes, adapted
from the story of the same name by Raymond McDonald
Alden. 10 men, 5 women, extras. A play that exempli-
fies humility. A beautiful story which has been con-

certed into a striking play. Samuel French, 35^. Royalty
$5.00.

Christmas and the Nezv Year by Nina B. Lamkin. A
book of usable program material for these two holiday

celebrations, including a brief historical background of
Christmas and the New Year, also the dramatization
"Christmas Through the Ages," a program in which
the holiday customs of six different countries are dra-

matized and the carols of these lands are sung. Samuel
French. 50^.

The Christmas Caravan by Edith Wathen. An inter-

esting festival which will meet the needs of those look-

ing for a holiday production introducing music, songs
and dances, calling for large groups of children of dif-

ferent ages. The story centers around an elderly man
who travels around the world with his puppet children
in a gaily painted cart. The Christmas Creche is the

culmination of his puppet master's art. The author has
included notes on the various phases of production cos-

tumes, properties, music and the like. Walter H. Baker
Co. 35#.

Christmas Pageants, including (1) "The Old, Old
Story" arranged in a series of shadow tableaux which
are presented to the accompaniment of appropriate
Christmas music and the reading of Bible verse. This
pageant has great possibilities and is suitable for pre-
sentation by adults and young people. (2) "A Christmas
Pageant," in which the narrative

is carried by familiar carols.

Music and lighting play impor-
tant parts. May be given by
children of all ages. (3) "A
Christmas Carol Comes to Life,"
an easy pageant for children to

give. (4) "A Christmas Ballad"
to be acted in pantomime by
young children. Service Bureau,
Woman's Home Companion. 15^.

The Lighting of the Christmas
Tree adapted from a story of

Selma Lagerlof by Josephine
Palmer and Annie L. Thorp. 3

men, 2 women, 2 small boys. A
beautiful legendary play. For ex-

perienced players. Samuel French.

35^. Royalty $5.00.

The Little Princess Who Trav-
eled Far to Worship the King
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'Like that first great Christmas carol

sung amid the stars above the plain of

Judaea, some of its sweetest echoes on

earth have sung in the open air,
1

so

writes Harold Vincent Milligan. Stroll-

ing bands of minstrels and troups of

little children going from door to door,
in the streets and highways of Old Eng-
land, scattered these songs throughout
the land, and from the high tide of their

popularity in the days of Richard Coeur
de Lion till the Reformation, down to

the present day, songs and singers have
voiced the joy of the holiday season."

Alfred C. Hottes in 7007 Christmas
Facts and Fancies.

by Dorothy R. Schenck. A nativity play in one scene. 6
men, 2 women, unseen chorus. Womans Press. 35^.

No Room at the Inn by Esther E. Olson. A one-act
drama. 2 men, 1 woman, 1 child. The story of a child's

handmade crooked-mouthed lamp which lights the way
for the Christ Child in the lowly manger of Bethlehem
Walter H. Baker Co. 35tf.

On Christmas Eve by Constance D'Arcy Mackay. A
short fantasy in one act for young people. 11 characters.
On Christmas Eve a lonely child is visited by story-book
people. Samuel French. 30<. Royalty $2.00.

A Painting for the Duchess by Marion Holbrook. A
Christmas play in one act. 5 men, 5 women and 6 chil-

dren. Basil, a young artist, who is asked by his pa-
troness, the Duchess, to paint a picture of the Madonna,
neglects his assignment. When she calls and finds noth-

ing but a blank canvas Basil is saved from ruin by a
miracle. Dramatic Publishing Co. 35tf.

Santa Clous' Busy Day by Z. Hartman. A play in one
act. 13 boys, 11 girls. The toy makers who go on strike

a few days before Christmas are persuaded to go back
to work in time to get the toys ready for distribution.

Fitzgerald Publishing Corp. 25^.

The Star Gleams by Florence Lewis Speare. There are
often inquiries for Christmas programs calling for large
casts of characters and few rehearsals, which are simple,

dignified and moving in nature. Here is a pageant
which meets many of these qualifications. The old story
is told entirely in pantomime, with singing by choristers

and the audience. The scene is laid before the doors of ?
church or some other suitable building. Complete notes

for production have been included. Samuel French. 35f

Three Christmas Pageants of Other Lands by Helen
P. Curtis and Jeanne H. Curtis. A collection of three

children's pageants based on typical Christmas customs

of France, Italy and England, presented in outline form,
and depending entirely upon pantomime and music to

carry the narrative. Adaptable for simple or elaborate

production. Music suggestions included. Woman's Home
Companion. 15$.

Three Christmas Wishes by Caroline De F. Penneman.

Suggestions for a community Christmas program. I

main characters, 3 of whom are children, and extras. A
little girl makes a selfish wish, but the Christmas fairies

come to her in a dream a most unusual dream of

dancing and other surprises. It dispels the selfish wish.

Womans Press. 35^.

The Wandering Artisan by W.
Marlin Butts. A simple play in

two short scenes. 4 men, 2 of

whom are boys around fifteen <

years of age. The story is based

upon the legend of the Christinas

Child who visits one who isi

worthy to receive Him on the!

night before Christmas. Offers)

great possibilities for special, yet

simple, lighting effects. W. Mar-
lin Butts. 35<* single copy, $1.00
four copies. Production rights

granted with purchase of four

copies.

What, No Santa Suit! by

Mary Cunningham. A short one-

act comedy. 3 men, 3 women.
When Henry finds that he is un-

able to rent a Santa suit he irtt i
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;

provises one. His expedients are desperate and funny.
Dramatic Publishing Co. 350.

The Woodcutter's Christinas by Linwood Taft. 2

adults, 5 children. A play in 3 short acts, centering
around a woodcutter's family at holiday time. A strange
child is found in the woods and accepted by the family.
On Christmas morning the child mysteriously disap-

pears, and in just as mysterious a manner the woodcut-
ter's children find the gifts they wanted most. Eldridge

tertainment House. 250.

The Woolly Lamb of God by F. Eraser Bond. A play
one act. 14 men, 2 women, a boy of 6 or 7 and a little

girl. A well-written play treating the nativity story in

a new and interesting way. The story centers around
the small son of a Shepherd who goes with his father

to adore the Christ Child and gives Him his own toy
lamb. Samuel French. 350. Royalty $5.00.

Yuletide in Other Lands and the Hanging of the

Greens. Two ceremonies for Christmas time. The first

is a series of tableaux bringing in customs of many
countries, with carols and hymns in which the audience

may join. The second is a ceremony to use when the

Christmas greens are hung. Womans Press. 200.

Yuletide Wakes, Yuletide Breaks by Dorothy Gladys

Spicer. A Christmas revel centering around episodes in

which eleven nationalities are represented. The author

includes full directions for production. May be as

elaborate as one desires. Womans Press. 350.

Source Material for Original Pageants
and Programs

Christmas, a holiday rich in stories and legends,

celebrated by every country in its own way, offers

great possibilities for the writing of original pag-

eants and festivals based on these interesting and

traditional themes. A few references for such

source material are noted.

Carols, Customs and Costumes Around the World
compiled by Herbert H. Wernecke. A collection of 32

carols of 21 peoples, with music. In addition informa-

tion has been included on the Christmas customs of

these people together with a number of pictures and

descriptions of several native costumes. Old Orchard
Book Shoppe. 500.

Old World Christmas Customs compiled by Marian

Schibsby. A 13-page mimeographed bulletin offering

fairly detailed and interestingly written information about

the holiday customs and rites of people of Czechoslo-

vakia, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Lithuania, Mexico,

Poland, Russia, Syria, Ukrania, Yugoslavia and the

Scandinavian countries. Also includes traditional holi-

day greetings in each language. This 'bulletin would be

of considerable help to anyone preparing a Christmas

program or pageant centering around any of the coun-

tries noted. Foreign Language Information Service. 250.

1001 Christmas Facts and Fancies by Alfred Carl

Hottes. A comprehensive book on the subject of Christ-

mas offering a wealth of authoritative material for pag-
eants and holiday entertainments. Includes in its con-

tents chapters devoted to the Story of Christmas, Per-

sonalities of Christmas, the Christmas Tree, Christmas
Tree Legends, Other Legends of Christmas, Christmas
Around the World, as well as many other chapters. A.
T. De La Mare Co., Inc. $2.50.

The Story of Christmas by R. J. Campbell, D.D. A
book presenting the Christmas story in both its ancient

and modern settings. The author has included informa-
tion about old Christmas customs, the origin of the

Christmas tree, and holiday stories, carols (words) and

s verse. Macmillan Co. $3.00.

Christmas Carols

A few suggestions are offered regarding Christ-

mas carol collections which may provide helpful
music material to be used in connection with pag-
eants or festivals based on the holiday customs
and music of other countries.

Christmas and New Year Songs compiled by Florence
H. Botsford and reprinted from "Folk Songs of Many
People." A good collection of holiday songs from more
than 25 different countries. Includes both English and
foreign words, with music. Womans Press. 250.

Christmas Carols from Many Countries by Satis Cole-
man and E. Jorgensen. A collection of 85 carols, in-

cluding old favorites and many others that are less

familiar, in various arrangements for unchanged voices.
Thirteen carols in original foreign languages. Suitable
for use by children of .grade or high school age. E. C.
Schirmer Music Co. 500

Christmas Songs and Weihnachtslieder compiled by
Herbert H. Wernecke. A collection of songs with the
English and German texts, with music. Including
Brahms' "Cradle Song," "O Tannenbaum," the original
of "Away in a Manger," and others. Old Orchard Book
Shoppe. 250.

Fifty Christmas Carols of All Nations by Edwardo
Marzo. A collection of carols which may be sung in

unison or in part. Nations represented by a number of
old favorites are England, Germany, Holland, Bohemia,
Alsace, Austria, Poland, Russia, Sweden, Denmark,
France, Spain, Portugal and Italy. Willis Music Co. 600.

Folk Song Carols for Christmas, a collection contain-

ing Five Basque Noels, 120 ; Bohemian Folk Song Carols,
150; Five Christmas Carols of Old England, 150; Tra-
ditional English Carols, 120; Old French Carols, 120
Old Christmas Carols, 100; and Russian Carols, 120.
Carl Fischer, Inc. 750 for collection, or separately at

prices indicated.

Music Suggestions for the Christmas Season by Marion
Peabody. Anyone confronted with the problem of lo-

cating appropriate music for girls' and women's voices
for the Christmas season will find in this 27-page bul-
letin a wealth of information and material. In addition
to a bibliography listing Christmas oratorios, carols and
carol collections, dramatizations, hymns and hymnals and

suggestions as to music for different instrumental ar-

rangements, it includes information as to the historical

background of the carol, suggestions for the "Hanging
of the Green," a glossary of Christmas terms and other

helpful information. Womans Press. 400.

A Few Publications

The Christmas holiday publications noted be-

low are obtainable from the National Recreation

Association.

The Christmas Book, a treasure chest of holiday pro-

gram material including "A Devonshire Christmas," a
celebration for Merrie England ; "A Christmas Frolic" ;

the "Saint George Play" ; "The Perfect Gift," a pag-
eant ; "A Christmas Carnival in Carols and Pantomimes" ;

"Stories of the Christmas Carols" ; a play for young
children ;

"A Christmas Kaleidoscope," introducing a

large number of children in folk dancing; a list of

Christmas plays and pageants and a list of Christmas
music. 500.

A Candle-Lighting Service by Marion Holbrook. Free.

Play Lists. A letter noting complete information as to

your holiday play needs will bring you special bibli-

ographies and additional suggestions. Free.

(Continued on page 464)



464 PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

Dancing the Christmas Story

THERE
ARE MANY WAYS in which the Christmas

story may be told. It may be acted in a play,

in pantomime, depicted in a tableau, or a story-

teller may tell or read the story. These are the

usual ways. The children of Neighborhood Guild,

Peace Dale, R. I., who have been studying in the

Music School of the Guild, chose to tell it in a

different way with dance patterns, old modes of

music and traditional Christmas carols.

The story was told from the point of view of

the people of Bethlehem. Their response to the

wondrous events of that first Christmas Eve was

portrayed in eurythmic dancing dancing showing
their astonishment and their curiosity following

the message of the angel. The joyous reception of

the glad news was portrayed in a wassailing song

Preparing for Christmas Celebrations
(Continued from page 463)

Christmas Music, a bibliography providing helpful
source material for communities and groups planning
their Christmas celebrations. Free.

Sheet of Christmas Cwols (words only), including
"O Come. All Ye Faithful," "Silent Night," "Hark!
the Herald Angels Sing," "O Little Town of Bethle-

hem," "Deck the Hall," "Here We Come A-Caroling,"
"It Came Upon the Midnight Clear," "Good King Wen-
ceslas," 'The First Nowell," "God Rest You Merry,
Gentlemen." 80tf per hundred; $8.00 per 1,000.

Publishers' Addresses

Walter H. Baker., 178 Tremont St., Boston, Mass, or
448 South Hill St., Los Angeles, Calif.

W. Marlin Butts, East Boston, Mass.

A. T. De Le Mare Co., Inc., 448 West 37th St., New
York City.

Dramatic Publishing Co., 59 E. Van Buren St., Chicago,
111.

Eldridge Entertainment House, Franklin, Ohio, or
829 15th St., Denver, Colo.

Carl Fischer, Inc., 56 Cooper Sq., New York City

Fitzgerald Publishing Corp., 11 East 38th St., New
York City

Foreign Language Information Service, 222 4th Ave.,
New York City

Samuel French, 25 W. 45th St., New York City, or
811 West 7th St., Los Angeles, Calif.

Macmillan Co., 60 Fifth Avenue, New York City
National Recreation Association, 315 Fourth Avenue
New York City

Old Orchard Book Shoppe, 518 Lake Ave., Webster
Groves, Missouri

E. C. Schirmer Music Co., 221 Columbus Ave., Boston,
Mass.

Willis Music Co., 137 West 4th St., Cincinnati, Ohio
Woman's Home Companion, 250 Park Avenue New
York City

Womans Press, 600 Lexington Ave., New York City

and the joy of little children, in singing children's

carols. The cradle motive was expressed by the

rocking of the cradle by the class in eurythmic

patterns and the singing of the beautiful nativity

cradle carol, "JosePn Dearest, Joseph Mild." The

shepherds were heard piping in the distance and

the people of Bethlehem came curiously to meet

them to the music of "Come, Hasten Ye Shep-
herds." Then the eurythmic groups told of the

joy and adoration in a stately dance accompanied

by drum beats and the clash of cymbals. Distant

beating of drums announced the coming of the-

Kings whom the populace met singing "We Three

Kings of Orient Are."

The adoration of the infant Christ was ex-

pressed in a beautiful Gregorian chant, "O San-

tissima," and the final cradle song was sung as a

solo with the entire cast kneeling in adoration.

After a minute's pause the Christmas tree was

lighted and all joined in singing "Joy to the

World."

Students wrote the score of the carols and pro-

duced them from the uncorrected manuscript.
One of these students was a Negro girl of twelve,

another a boy of seventeen and the third a girl

of twenty, all of whom had been in the Music

School of the Guild for three years. The triangles,

drums and cymbals of the rhythm band were the

only accompaniment for the singing. The dance

patterns were all more or less original and were

worked out in the theory classes as part of the

regular class-work of the school.

A moonlight effect was achieved through blue

lights around the hall. The Star of Bethlehem (a

baby spot) hung from the center of the stage and

during the first scenes the black curtains were

drawn so that only the star shone out. A cradle

was placed in front of the drawn curtains on the

stage and a bulb put in it, to be lighted at the

time of the adoration. The action of the play took

place on the floor of the hall, the audience being
seated around three sides of the room. The mem-
bers of the cast ranged from six to twenty-five

years of age.

Costumes followed those of the time of Christ

as far as possible, brilliant colors purple, Ma-
donna blue, gold, crimson, blue-green predomi-

nating. The Kings wore rich velvet robes and

the shepherds burlap tunics. All the cast wore

socks with simulated sandal straps rather than j

sandals or going barefooted.



he Children's Recreation School

The Children's Recrea-

tion School which this

article describes is spon-
sored by the Department
of Physical Education for

Men of which Professor

Frank Kleeberger is chair-

man. It is operated under

the direction of the Sum-
mer Sessions which the

University of California

has conducted over a

period of many years.

THE
FIRST CHILDREN'S project promoted by the

Department of Physical Education for Men
of the University of California was the School

of Directed Activities conducted during the sum-

mer of 1916, especially featuring Boy Scout,

Camp Fire Girl and field activities. It was neces-

sary to carry on the program on dirt fields adjoin-

ing a grove of eucalyptus trees which housed the

handicraft and other organization activities direct-

ed by such leaders as Professor James C. Elsom

of the University of Wisconsin and Miss Mar-

garet Bradshaw.

Later the department assumed the responsibility

for the conduct of a so-called Demonstration

School involving the installation of outdoor ap-

paratus and the presentation of a broad recrea-

tional program such as is conducted on a modern

playground. Adult classes observed these activi-

ties, studied the methods of leadership, and to a

small extent actually participated, under super-

vision, in the guidance of various elements of the

program.

These efforts to provide wholesome happiness

and constructive experience for children, as well

as leadership training for adults, were highly suc-

cessful. The University, however, gradually took

over the areas used in the carrying out of its

building program and the projects were perforce

abandoned.

By HEBER NEWSOM
Assistant Supervisor

Physical Education for Men

University of California

A New Setting Provided

In the planning of the new gymnasium for men,

which was completed in 1932, the Department
found it possible to arrange the locker, shower and

toilet facilities so that a section of the men's gym-
nasium, complete in every way and opening di-

rectly on the swimming pool area, could be segre-

gated for the use of women and girls. This was

definitely planned because it was believed that co-

educational participation, not only of boys and

girls but also of men and women, in certain sports,

was greatly to be desired, and would soon receive

the recognition it deserved from the educational

and social, as well as the purely recreational,

points of view.

When the new $900,000 gymnasium for men,

together with a beautiful five acre turfed and

fenced field became available, the Summer Ses-

sion curriculum, under the enthusiastic sponsor-

ship of Dean Raymond G. Gettell, incorporated

not only coeducational courses for adults in swim-

ming, diving, tennis, badminton, tumbling and
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physical education theory, but also a new and re-

vitalized physical education project for boys and

girls known as the Children's Recreation School.

This service provides the children not only with a

most enthralling social and recreational experi-

ence, but with highly organized and expert in-

struction in several sports and in the development
of handicraft hobbies.

Under the guidance of Professor Kleeberger

and with the sponsorship of the Department of

Physical Education, the Children's Recreation

School has been growing and increasing in popu-

larity. The director of the school from 1932 to

1936 was Albert Dowden, while the director for

the past two summers has been Heber Newsom,
both directors being supervisors in the Department
of Physical Education for Men.

Enrollment and Classification

The Children's Recreation School is conducted

for the purpose of furnishing wholesome recrea-

tion and worthwhile instruction in activities to

children during a portion of their vacation period,

the school being operated for six weeks, running

concurrently with the University of California Sum-
mer Session. Children of school grades 2 to 9 in-

clusive are enrolled, being grouped as follows:

Juniors, grades 2, 3, and 4 ; Intermediates, grades

5 and 6
; Seniors, grades 7, 8, and 9. The enroll-

ment is limited to 225, and the popularity of the

school is evidenced by the fact that the enroll-

ment is completed six weeks before the Summer
Session starts, that time being the latter part of

June. The fee is $12.50.

Facilities

The facilities of one of the finest gymnasiums
in the country are made available for the boys and

girls each morning, for most of the activities

courses for adults in Summer Session are given
during the afternoon hours. The oustanding at-

traction in the eyes of the youngster is the swim-

ming pool area where there are two pools, one
60 by 100 feet, and the other, the competitive
pool, 40 by 75 feet. In one end of the large pool
is a crib, so that the water is made shallow enough
to permit small children to learn to swim.
The main basketball pavilion, an immense area

of 150 by 80 feet, is made available for the danc-

ing groups. Separate well-equipped rooms furnish

space for tumbling, boxing and wrestling.
Edwards Field, adjacent to the gymnasium,

with its green velvet floor, is the scene of archery

and games for the younger children. In one cor-

ner of this large field is a temporary shed where

numerous work benches are set up for the boys'

handicraft work. The girls have their handicraft

work shop in the band room.

The clean temperature-controlled water in the

pool, the large airy inside rooms, excellent locker

service with free towels after the shower, tools

galore in proper atmosphere for handicraft, and

expansive areas for games and archery help fur-

nish the youngsters with an experience they do

not soon forget.

Faculty and Aim

The director of the Children's Recreation

School carefully selects a corps of twenty-one ex-

perienced instructors and assistants to care prop-

erly for the large group of boys and girls and

instruct them in activities. The school itself is

similar to regular school in that discipline is main-

tained, attendance is carefully checked, and cer-

tain pedagogical and psychological procedures are

followed. However, a creative spirit is en-

couraged, attempts at proper social adjustment are

made, fun and attainment of skills are promoted,
and the children are not troubled about grades,

failures or promotions. The teachers do keep a

record of each child's progress, attitude, deport-

ment, effort, and social behavior, so that the par-

ents, if they so desire, may have a report concern-

ing their child or children.

The Program
The program of instruction selected is based

upon the facilities available and the interests of

the children. It is as follows : for girls swim-

ming, dancing, archery, games, handicraft; for

boys swimming, boxing, wrestling, tumbling, |

archery, handicraft.

Archery. Instruction in archery is given to boys
and girls from n to 14 years of age. With fifteen

bows, five targets, ground quivers and an abund-

ance of arrows, each child has a chance to shoot

several times during the daily period. The funda-

mentals of stringing the bow, foot position, the

hand technique and other matters are covered.

After several days of practice, certain periods are

devoted to individual scoring, ladder and group

competition, and a record of results is posted so

that more interest is stimulated.

Swimming. The school's swimming program is

under the direction of Mr. Jack Hewitt, Profes-

sor of Physical Education at Oregon State Col-\
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lege.
Mr. Hewitt has six assistants, and the seven

instructors take care of about fifty-five children

during each swimming period. The children are

classified according to ability and, after some pre-

liminary instruction, the youngsters are made ac-

quainted with a large chart which Mr. 'Hewitt has

Iclevised so that the pupil may see how he pro-

gresses. As soon as the child passes a certain

test he is credited with a blue star on the chart.

The completion of twenty-five tests for the be-

ginner carries with it a gold star and a Beginners'

Button. During the past summer 105 children re-

ceived the Beginners' Button, sixty-five passed

the Swimmer's Test, and five passed the Junior

iLife Saving Test. The chart devised was instru-

mental in influencing many children to continue to

try for advancement during the entire session. At

the conclusion of the present term the swimmers

Were given swimming diplomas which indicated

j,ust what they had accomplished in swimming.

Tumbling. Mr. Charles Keeney, a supervisor of

the Department of Physical Education, has charge

\${
the tumbling work and gives the boys simple

and progressive instruction in forward and back-

ward rolls, head stands, cartwheels and more ad-

vanced turns for the older boys. The boys are

(divided into groups and engage in team competi-

tion and perform various stunts for individual

points.
This splendid exercise gives the boys a

fine outlet for the development of strength, agility,

:oordination and self-confidence.

Boxing and Wrestling. Boys of all ages in this

school receive elementary instruction in the art of

self-defense. Each boy boxes and wrestles on

(several occasions some opponent of his age and

weight before the end of the session. Some par-

nts are highly gratified to discover that their

youngster who "wouldn't fight" is persuaded to

exchange playful blows with an opponent.

Dancing. All the girls learn something about

:ap, interpretive, character and folk dancing from

Miss Gladys Geary, who has a large studio for

lancing in Oakland. Her main idea is not that of

developing skilled performers but rather of pro-

noting relaxation, correct posture, grace and a

ove for dancing in its various forms.

Handicraft. With tools galore and competent

nstructors, the boys engage in the making of

ooats, book-ends, checker boards, book cases, shoe

racks, tables, and other useful articles for the

lome. Block printing is one of the most popular

phases of the handicraft work. Mr. H. A. Sam-

met, who has had many years of experience in

teaching manual training, has charge of this work.

The girls busy themselves with clay modeling,

fire-clay articles, such as pots, cigarette trays and

bowls. Tempora work, leather tooling, soap carv-

ing, the making of block prints, painting of hinged

boxes, book-ends and raw silk table covers, indi-

cate the variety of projects in which the girls are

interested.

A Few Facts in Administration

The children are required to report to the gym-
nastics room each morning before school begins,

and there they are carefully supervised until the

classes are sent to the rooms or fields of their

activities. With problem children in the minority,

little difficulty is encountered in connectien with

discipline.

Each child is required to present a certificate of

a medical examination taken within one week

prior to the opening of the school session. A first-

aid expert is always at hand to treat any cuts or

bruises. In all instructional work diligent care is

taken to protect the children from injury. When
the school is dismissed at noon, two traffic officers

are near the building to see that the youngsters

get safely across busy intersecting streets.

On the final morning of the summer session

parents and friends are invited to attend a demon-

stration of the school's activities. They witness

a variety of dances by the girls, watch all the

classes of boys give an exhibition in tumbling,

and then they visit the handicraft exhibits. Fol-

lowing the archery exhibition, the visitors repair

to the swimming pool area where temporary
bleachers are erected about the pools so that the

parents may have a "close-up" view. Each group
then demonstrates various techniques of swim-

ming under the direction of a teacher. In this

manner, parents and others are able to get a

picture of what their children have been doing,

although most of the parents have a good idea

before the last day arrives, for they are frequent

visitors and observers during the session.

The income from fees approximates $2,800,

while the expenses run somewhat as follows : sal-

aries, $1,500; construction, $350; supplies and

equipment, $300 ; printing, $50. While no attempt

is made at running the Children's Recreation

(Continued on page 504)



Pin -Hole Camera Clubs

THIS
SUMMER, for the first

time, the Springfield, Il-

linois, Playground and

Recreation Commission of-

fered the children of the city an opportunity to

learn all the processes of photography from the

building of a camera to the mounting of a finished

photographic print. The instruction was free and

the only cost to participants was the five-cent

charge for films. Interest was not confined to the

children, and inquiries were received from several

parents and from a group of city teachers inter-

ested in visual education.

Four representative playgrounds were selected

for the experiment. A total of over fifty boys and

girls, ranging in age from ten to fourteen years,

took part in the activity, and the great majority of

them accomplished successfully the building of a

pin-hole camera and the making of a photographic

print.

The Meetings

The method we used was simple and should be

effective anywhere. Announcement was made to

the children that a photographer would be on hand
the following day to talk about a camera club.

Upon the appointed day the "camera man," as he

came to be known to the children, put in his ap-

pearance. As large a mixed group as practicable
was gathered under a shade tree, and a brief pre-
sentation of the proposed program was given. A
pin-hole camera was exhibited, along with some

typical pin-hole pictures. It was explained that the

group would meet for two hours each week for

six weeks. The only material the members were
asked to bring was one cardboard suit or dress

box, and if possible, some 'passe partout. Infor-

mation was given about the cost of the film. (The
cut film was sold at five cents apiece and the print-

ing paper and chemicals were furnished.)
The second meeting of each group was devoted

to the making of a camera. The
Eastman pin-hole camera, manu-
factured and sold by the East-

man Kodak Company of New
York for twenty-five cents each,

was used as a model. A book

containing explicit directions for

the making of the camera, was
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By JOHN E. MACWHERTER
Superintendent of Recreation

Springfield, Illinois

Photography has long held an im-

portant place as a recreational

activity for adults. It has not

invaded the playground where pin-
hole camera clubs are among the

most recent developments which
are interesting boys and girls.

always on the work bench,

and the club members were

urged to consult it when any

difficulties in the construction

arose. We used Elementary Photography by

Neblette, Brehm and Priest, published by the Mac-,

millan Company, New York.

The third week, the camera was loaded with

films and each member took a picture of any-

thing -he or she desired, while the instructor of-

fered suggestions as to exposure time and the

composition of the photo. This session was cli-

maxed by the development of their films by the

children.

The fourth meeting was devoted to making con-

tact prints by the group. Each child had an op-

portunity to print his own negative and one of the

instructor's. The instructor explained the process

of developing and printing and a question and

answer period closed the meeting.

At the fifth meeting the prints were trimmed and

mounted for exhibition. The composition and

photographic quality, or lack of it, was discussed

by the group, with the children making sugges-

tions for the improvement of their own and each

other's pictures.

The final meeting was a photography hike.

Each member brought his regular camera, if he*

had one, otherwise the pin-hole camera was used

again. During the course of the hike and the pic-

nic lunch which followed, the steps for making a

photograph were reviewed and special attention

was given those who expressed a desire to set upi

a dark room in their homes.

Necessary Equipment
In the light of the experience gained this sum-

mer it is suggested that any commission which

plans to introduce this activity on a large scale

have several competent instructors. The size of

the group should be limited to perhaps ten at the

most. Adequate dark room fa-

cilities should be readily avail-

able with special attention toi

ventilation and safe lights. Mak-

ing enlargements of the best

negatives is practicable and

serves to stimulate interest. The

(Continued on page 504)



"The unlighted schoolhouse in a community
crying out for opportunities for recrea-

tion gives food for thought. The average
school is in operation about eight and a

half hours per day. There still remain the

evening hours from seven to eleven, or

twenty-four hours per week. In a year this

available leisure time reaches the total of

1,248 hours during which a school building
could be used by the community at large."

OPEN
THE DOOR, turn on the lights of the local

schoolhouse, and a. beacon that flashes out

to the whole community is created! Pro-

Ivide social, cultural, craft, athletic and recreational

Opportunities during evening hours and citizens

I
will literally storm the doors to gain admittance.

Such has been the experience of those who
!launched Montreal's first community center.

Montreal does not let its women vote in munici-

pal or provincial elections
; it does not have com-

jpulsory school attendance, but it does have a

{thriving community center. In 1932 the Montreal

Parks and Playgrounds Association decided that

the empty schoolhouse might provide a common
i meeting place where people might gather and en-

joy a wide range of leisure-time pursuits. The
Protestant Board of School Commissioners gen-

erously cooperated by placing the Rosemount
Public School at the disposal of the Association.

The Rosemount Ward, comprising the north-

east section of the city, was chosen as a district

that was interested in a community center pro-

gram. The C.P.R. Angus Shops are located in

this area, a fact which is largely responsible for

Rosemount's development. More recently many
office workers with growing families have moved
in to take advantage of lower rentals and the

suburban character of the district.

We Organize

A careful survey was made of various activi-

ties people might be interested in, and the school-

house doors were opened to the public. Classes in

cooking, sewing, knitting, smocking, quilting,

basketball and tap dancing were organized for

By STANLEY ROUGH

General Supervisor

Parks and Playgrounds Association

Montreal, Canada

women and girls. Sign painting, mechanical

drawing, debating and woodworking were the

popular choices of men and boys. For mixed

groups there were badminton, dramatics, a choral

group, old-time square dancing, socials, parties

and a library.

Leaders for classes and clubs were recruited

from the community itself and from willing vol-

unteers from other parts of the city. Struggling
craft groups came in, finding security in the low

overhead offered. A Girl Guide Company, on the

point of disbanding because of inadequate ac-

commodation, came into the center and took on

a new lease of life with better facilities and low-

ered expenses. These and similar groups coming
into the center widened the range of the program
offered to newcomers.

Those conducting the survey were amazed at

the amount of talent and energy which had been

lying dormant simply because people had had no

means of translating them into definite action. The

community center proved again the old adage that

in unity there is strength.

In a short time over 500 members were en-

rolled and the director was swamped by addi-

tional applicants wishing to join. Requests for

other clubs and classes to be organized poured in.

The empty schoolhouse became a humming hive

of activity. Classrooms, the gymnasium, the music

and kindergarten rooms and even the basement

were put to use. Hobby horses for every indi-

vidual in the community were corralled in the

center.

The Rosemount Community Center has a demo-

cratic, self-governing Council. Two members are

appointed from each group to sit in the Council,
which meets every two weeks. The Council re-

ceives financial and attendance reports from clubs,

discusses program and finances, plans future cen-

ter undertakings, helps weaker clubs financially
and generally assists the director. This Council
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has been the spark-plug of the Rosemount cen-

ter's success.

Funds are raised in the Montreal center through

a small membership fee, group efforts and a cen-

ter-wide drive. Rosemount Community Center is

now 30 per cent self-supporting, and the executive

is working hard to make it entirely so.

The Communty Benefits

The Rosemount district lacks a public bath, .so

last spring the Council called a mass meeting of

citizens and organized a delegation representing

thirty-five English and French organizations to

present a petition signed by 8,000 people to the

City Fathers. This committee is now planning to

interview the Provincial Minister of Public

Works, William Tremblay, to secure his support.

There is no public library in this isolated sec-

tion of Montreal. Plans are under way to have

all community groups pool their resources and

establish a public library. Montrealers have to

pioneer for public services that are taken for

granted by taxpayers elsewhere. There are still

plenty of laissez faire dragons to be fought by
leisure-time crusaders.

The Council sponsored a monster Christmas

treat this year, at which 1,200 children from eight

English and French schools were entertained.

Members also visited all the crippled and sick

children and made them feel that they were not

forgotten during the festive season. The Council

sponsors community get-togethers when over 400

people gather and get acquainted by taking part

in mixers, ice breakers and

old-time and modern dances.

Music is supplied by the Pinewood Mountaineers,
the center's twelve piece orchestra.

Montreal has a weird tradition that leases ex-

pire only on May first ! As a result, 63,000 fami-

lies move on this date. As may be imagined, a

great deal of confusion ensues, and unemployed
families often find difficulty in finding new homes.

Last year a special committee of the center as-

sisted forty-two of these unfortunate families to

secure a house. Members of the center also as-

sist the local playground director with handicraft

classes, and by officiating at athletic meets and

exhibitions.

Why Not More School Centers?

For its library, the Rosemount Community
Center uses one of the school classrooms

The Rosemount experiment has proven that

school buildings are in many cases fitted to carry

out a community center program. The cost of

heat, light and janitor services is small, consider-

ing the facilities employed.
With careful planning school buildings can be

used for a great number of purposes. The "once-

a-school-always-a-school" theory of unimagina-
tive school boards is crumbling. When good

buildings are standing idle, why should a com-

munity spend sums of money for quarters that

are much inferior to those unused in a school

building? The time is not far distant when archi-

tects will design buildings not for scholastic pur-

suits alone but to accommodate satisfactorily

after-school community activities. Auditoriums,

gymnasia, lecture halls and similar facilities in i

schools provide the answer to the inadequate and i

overtaxed community re-

sources.

(Continued on page 504)



he Barn Dance

Returns!

THERE
is JOY and laughter, rol-

licking rhythm, sociability and

informality in barn and coun-

try dancing which is largely lack-

ing in the more sophisticated so-

cial dances of today. Perhaps that

is why the barn dance is return-

ing. Once young people and the

not-so-young have been to a real

old-time barn dance, they see that their easy con-

tempt of "country dances" is ill-founded and come

jto
demand this type of entertainment, as the

growing number of such groups in both rural and

urban communities bears witness. From these

i
dances it is but a step to the folk dances of other

countries which are every bit as gay and joyous
as the American dances that have their begin-

nings, incidentally, in the European ones.

Invitations

The tone of the invitation will set the mood
for the party, so make it as unusual and interest-

jing as possible. A cut-out of a barn, of a fiddler,

farm animals or dancing figures of Farmer Brown

,and his wife may be used. Warn the guests to

wear comfortable shoes and old clothes or tell

them to come in costumes appropriate ,to the oc-

casion. Below is a sample invitation.

We'uns is going to have a Barn Warmin' and
You'uns is invited. We'uns is going to wear
gingham aprons. You'uns do the same and tell

your man to wear overalls.

Center, November 12, 7 :30 P. M.

Costumes

One of the chief sources of fun,' for the city

iweller particularly, in a barn dance or party, is

:he dressing up. It is well to dress to carry out

:he theme and to insure comfort. Square dances

ire vigorous, and guests will enjoy them more if

hey wear washable cotton dresses and comfort-

ible shoes.

For men, straw hats, overalls, jeans, blue denim

Nihirts, blue or red bandanas and corn cob pipes

The barn dance is coming back! Once
more "Old Zip Coon" and "The Ar-
kansas Traveler" ring out gaily across

the dance floor and a "caller" sing-

songs with the tune "First couple out

to the right and circle four. Open
up and take two more." And at this

invitation the first couples swing
into the movements of the dance!

are appropriate. Patches are to be

encouraged. The schoolmaster, the

county sheriff, the returning coun-

try boy who went to the city and

came back a "city slicker," and

peddlers may be there, along with

Uncle Ezra with his old-fashioned

glasses and various other town

"characters."

The girls wear gingham dresses, sunbonnets

and aprons, and are farmerettes or dairy maids.

Grandma Jenkins and the village spinsters may be

there, too.

Another entirely different type of costuming

may be used. At one party some of the guests
came as animals (turkeys and chickens), while

others appeared as cornstalks, ears of corn and
the "good earth." There are always, a number of

scarecrows who add considerable comedy.

Decorations

The Barn. If you hold your party in a real barn
the problem of decoration is easily met. Clearing
a floor for dancing and placing benches or seats

or straw for the guests and lighting the room with
farm lanterns are about all that is necessary.
Other Places. Many won't be able to use a barn

and will have to simulate one. This is not hard to

do, and in the doing the decorations committee
has an opportunity to use its ingenuity. And it's

fun, too ! The barn party may stress the harvest

side and depend on autumn leaves, cornstalks,

hay, sunflowers, pumpkins and gourds for decora-
tion. At other seasons and for other parties the

barn or farm theme may be carried out. Plows,
rakes, hoes and other farm tools, nail kegs ( from
the hardware store) harness (or straps and rope),

saddles, wire, wagon wheels, buggies, scarecrows,
milk pails, milk stools and straw may be hung
about the walls or be placed in corners. At one

party, wire (binder twine may be used) was
strung across the ceiling at two foot intervals and

hay hung over it, giving the effect of repeated
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fringes. Soft colored electric lanterns were used.

Where straw or hay is used special care must be

taken against fire. Stalls may be made from large

cartons or be drawn on paper on the wall with

the name of the animal over the door and perhaps

a cardboard horse or cow looking out. Chicken

coops may be real or they may be made of car-

tons or boxwood. The inmates may be real or

made of cardboard. At one rural party a cow and

calf were tied near the entrance to the party place.

Booths

'Should the party be a money-raising one or a

really rural one, the fair or booth idea may be in-

troduced. For a money-raising party, booths (in

stall form) may be set up where

(for city folk) corn cob pipes,

straw hats, bandanas, aprons and

bonnets are sold. For this group,

and for rural groups as well,

home-cooked foods, pies, cakes,

cookies, candy, jams and jellies

and apple butter, butter, milk and

eggs and simple handwork as pot

holders, tea towels, aprons, laundry

bags and sun hats may be sold.

These booths may be run on a con-

test basis, prizes being awarded

for the best in each class. Any
booths used should be in keeping

with the theme and may well be

of light wood or carton stalls with

the usual double swinging doors.

An old-time rural peddler, the

kind who sold all types of trin-

kets, may make up a pack of "white elephant" be-

longings, donated ahead of time by the group giv-

ing the party, and sell them to the dancers for

what he can get. He might auction them off in-

stead as at a farm auction, but the customary com-

mission of five per cent on live stock and ten per

cent on all else will be waived !

At one party a photographic booth was set up
in one corner. A sheet of cloth was hung up on

which was pinned (or it may be drawn) a farm-

er's wife's gingham costume and beside it a

farmer's costume. Holes were cut in the cloth

where the heads would come and hats pinned
above. A Jocal "candid camera" man, a sidewalk

photographer or one of the men in the photo-

graphic booths in ten cent stores might be ob-

tained to take the pictures. For a small fee guests

.'DOBBIN

An amusing booth, or stall,

will add to the atmosphere

put their heads through the holes and are photo-

graphed in "costume."

In one corner provide a sturdy stall marked

"County Jail." The county sheriff wanders about

the barn from time to time and makes an arrest

for infraction of real or imaginary rules. The

culprit is put in jail and must stay there until he

or she agrees to perform a stunt for the group

or, if the party is a money-raising one, until

or she is bailed out by friends.

Organization of the Party

The barn dance may be run in an informal way
with teams chosen from time to time as necessary

for the games. Or the party may be run on a

"village" basis as follows:

Each of the four corners of the

room should be labelled with the

names of a village, as, for ex-

ample, Hog Hollow, Skeeter Cor-

ners, Podunk Junction and Toon-

ers Village. The families gather-

ing under each village sign would

represent the Perkins from Hog
Hollow, the Jenkins from Skeeter

Corners, the Wiggins from Podunk

Junction, and the Jones family

from Tooners Village. The Per-

kins family might consist of

Grandpa and Grandma, Aunt Je-

mima and Uncle Josh, Pa and Ma,

Sister Susie and Brother Joe,

Cousin Lily and Cousin Abe, Baby
Sister and Baby Brother, Dr. Per-

kins and his wife, Squire Doolit-

tle Perkins and his wife, Parson Sy Perkins and

wife. The list may be extended for as many per-

sons as are needed and the same list be used for

each village by changing the name Perkins to

Jenkins or Jones. As the guests arrive they are

given names and assigned to villages. If they

come as couples, the couples are not separated;

otherwise, individuals are assigned to couples.

When the party begins the villages gather under

their village signs and become acquainted. There-

after all contests are between villages. All Grand-

mas and Grandpas may compete in a corn shell-

ing contest, for example.

A grand march is an excellent opening activity;

partners marching together. This is a good time

for judges to make notes on the costumes for

later awarding of prizes.
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Stunts, Contests and Games

'hese activities will add novelty and interest to

the party and may be used sparingly or other-

wise. If the group is very enthusiastic about folk

dancing it may not want to stop for many stunts

or games, but to a group unfamiliar with such

dances, these games relieve the strain of trying

to learn or do too many unfamiliar dances all at

once in a straight dance program. Prizes for the

contests might well be eggs, butter, doughnuts,

other home-cooked food or miniature farm ani-

mals or farm appurtenances.

The Hungry Rooster. Have a rooster in a cage.

Count out a number of grains of corn into a pan
and let the rooster eat from it for 2 or 3 minutes,

then remove the pan, count the grains and find

how many were eaten. The guests have previously

written down their estimates. The closest wins.

The Farm Horse. Two boys under a blanket,

with a carton or cardboard head and a rope tail

and a few straps for harness, may be led in by
the farmer as though into the barn. The horse

may kick and balk and the farmer have trouble

hitching him to the buggy (if there is one) or

putting him in the stall. A cow may be so por-

trayed as well. The horse may be "trained" and

able to answer farm questions.

Contests. Any of these contests are suitable:

Potato peeling contest for women, hog calling

(men), chicken and husband calling (women),
milk drinking (using pop bottles with nipples),

and of course a contest for both men and women
for the most authentic, most original and funniest

costumes. Women or men may engage in a corn

shelling contest in which each shells two ears, or

they may race to peel, quarter and core two ap-

ples. Try a farmer vs. farmer's wife spelling bee

with just a few on a side so the contest will not

take too much time.

Blind Horse Race. Draw a line across one end

of the room for a starting line. Near the other

end of the room stand four or five people the

turning posts. There is a race horse and driver

at the starting line opposite each post, the driver

being a woman, the horse, a blindfolded man. On
"go" the horse is pushed off in the right direction

by the woman, who does not cross the starting

line but guides her horse by word of mouth, tell-

ing him to "gee" and "haw," guiding him thus

around his post and back. The first horse in wins.

Turkey Drive. Make a throwing line on the floor.

From this area guests throw turkey feathers, point

first, over a line some distance away. (The dis-

tance may be determined by experiment, with the

line far enough away so that everyone will not

achieve the goal.) The group is divided into

teams and each team member has a feather. He
throws it in turn and the team with most in the

"barn" (across the line) after each has thrown

once wins.

Barnyard Animals. A number of familiar games

may be adapted as is this variation of "Going to

Jerusalem." Areas about 6 or 8 feet apart are

marked out on a circle on the floor. One is mark-

ed "fox," others "hawk," "ox," "thief," "owl,"

"weasel," "dog" and so on. The leader tells the

guests that they represent chickens and must walk

around the room over the spots. When the music

stops any on the "fatal" spots are "dead" and

must retire from the game.

Reuben and Rachel. Farmers and farmerettes

form a circle with one boy and one girl in the cen-

ter. The man is blindfolded. He calls "Rachel,"

and she must answer "Reuben" instantly. Reuben

tries to catch Rachel, calling her name to find her.

If she is caught each chooses a person to be in the

center. The characters may be called "Hiram"

and "Mirandy" to fit the theme.

Music

The ideal situation is to have an old-time fiddler

to play for the dances. Scouring your city or

community, you may find one who is willing to

play either for the evening or as a specialty. Some

of these old-time fiddlers "call" the dances as well.

Orchestras are next in desirability. Hill Billy or-

chestras augmented from time to time by the

"village choir" may include regular instruments,

harmonicas, guitars, mandolins, accordion or

piano. A victrola will do if the room is small or

an amplifier is used. Suitable music for the dances

will be described below.

As special events on the program the "village

choir" may sing such familiar old-time songs as

Seeing Nellie Home, My Old Gal Sal, In

the Shade of the Old Apple Tree, with special

numbers contributed by the choir soloist and the

Hill Billy quartet who use old-time mountain and

other rural American folk songs. A small organ

may be obtained or a saw player may be found in

the group or be invited to come and play. A sur-

vey of the group concerned and the community at

large may net very usable talents or abilities. The

rural schoolmaster might give a reading on some
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rural topic in the approved elocutionary style of

yesteryear.

Do not forget that singing for everyone is a

unifying and happy activity. There are the old

songs of the Kentucky Mountaineers, the south-

ern Negroes, old-time favorites such as The Old

Oaken Bucket, When You and I Were Young,

Maggie and rounds and singing games as those in

Skip to My Lou, issued by the Girl Scouts. (See

bibliography. )

If you wish to add a modern note, broadcast

the whole program, songs, solos, stunts and dances

over a "fake" microphone with amplifying at-

tachments, in the style of Major Bowes or the

"Visiting Our Neighbors" program. A wheel

from a farm disc makes a very good gong when

suspended on a rope.

Dances

Play-Party Games. While play-party games
would be described as dances today, in earlier

times when dancing was frowned upon as sinful,

the simple dances of the young folk were called

"play-party games." As such they were considered

quite respectable and were enjoyed by young folk

at the play-parties to which they came from miles

around. They make excellent mixers and may be

used in place of a Paul Jones for matching or

mixing partners. They are easily learned, pro-
vide great fun and do not require music because
of the verses. Play-Party Games of Indiana (see

bibliography) provides an excellent collection of

these as does Section P of Handy II (see bibli-

ography) and Skip to My Lou.

Brown Eyed Mary

I.

If perchance we should meet
On this wild prairie

In my arms will I embrace
My darling brown eyed Mary.

II.

2. Turn your partner half way 'round,
3. Turn your opposite lady,
4. Turn your partner half way 'round,
5. And prom'nade right hand lady.

Formation: A circle of partners, faced for

marching, man on the inside, girl on his right.

Action : ( i ) With hands crossed, partners

promenade in a circle, with three or four feet be-

tween each two couples. (2) Partners join right

hands and turn half around, (so that man is fac-

ing back, with right hand toward center, lady in

opposite direction). (3) Each man joins left

hands with the lady who was in the couple behind

him, and turns her completely around. (4) Join-

ing right hands with original partner, turn her en-

tirely around. (5) Take lady behind in promenade

position for new partner and repeat from begin-

ning. Described by Miss Ila Long, Thornville,
Prairie Co., Ohio.

Used by special permission from Handy II, Kit P.

Copyright 1930 by Lynn Rohrbough. Published by Co-
operative Recreation Service, Delaware, Ohio.

Turn the Glasses Over
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1. I've been to Harlem, I've been to Dover,
I've traveled this wide world all over,
Over, over, three times over ;

Drink all the brandywine, and
2. Turn the glasses over.

Chorus :

3. Sailing east, sailing west,

Sailing over the ocean,
Better watch out when the boat begins to rock

4. Or you'll lose your girl in the ocean.

Formation : Circle of partners, men on the in-

side, hands crossed in skating position. (Right

hands joined, left hands crossed above them.)

One or more extra players are in the center.

Action: (i) Players march in a circle counter-!

clockwise until they come to the words "turn thei

glasses over." (2) Then each couple "wrings thei

dishrag," as follows : Keeping hands clasped

raise arms, turn away from each other, back-

wards under your own arm. (A minute's prac-<

tice will do the trick.)

(3) Girls continue march in original direction

while men reverse and march in opposite direc-

tion (clockwise), during which those in center:

join the men's line. (4) On the word "lose" each

man takes the nearest girl for his new partner

Those left out go to the center and the game
repeated. Virginia Bear, Wapakoneta, Ohio.

Used by special permission from Handy II, Kit P;

Copyright 1930 by Lynn Rohrbough. Published by Co-

operative Recreation Service, Delaware, Ohio.
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Quadrilles. Quadrilles are danced by sets of

four couples and are commonly known as square

dances because the couples stand facing in, in a

hollow square as in the diagram (X means man;

0, woman).
1

OX
X

O
xo
3

The Square Dance. The square dance involves

the calling of the steps by a leader as the dance

;progresses. These calls sing-song along with the

music and are composed of the necessary direc-

'tions and fill-ins of humorous, more-or-less per-

tinent rhymes to carry the rhythm. The old call-

ers often improvised their rhymes. Many of them

pave been written down, and have become almost

traditional. The calls and explanations of their

meaning are given with the dances described

below.

The dance leader who is not experienced in

leading square dances should practice the calls

With a small group before the party, for the

learner tends to go too fast. In teaching the

jdance,
"calls" should be "walked through" one at

la time slowly to avoid confusion. It is best to

(demonstrate a dance with a previously rehearsed

[set,
the members of which later join other sets to

;help them learn the dance. If things go wrong

:stop and explain and demonstrate the confusing
call again. Do not try to teach too many new

jsquare
dances in one evening. Teach one or two

bew dances, review familiar ones, play games and

use the simpler play-party singing games previ-

ously described. Include waltzes, two steps, schot-

tisches and the contra-dances or reels as the Vir-

ginia Reel on the program, and, as the group be-

comes more proficient, set running. All these are

authentic activities for the barn party program,

except some of the adapted games introduced to

provide variety and fun.

The music for square dances is not set in many
cases, two-four and six-eight rhythms or "jigs"

being most suitable. Most callers have three or

or four tunes which are their favorites and to

which the calls of any number of dances fit. Some
of the favorites are : Red River Valley, The
Girl I Left Behind Me, Red Wing, Colden

Slippers, Old Zip Coon or Turkey in the

Slrazv, Little Brown Jug, Captain Jinks and

The Arkansas Traveler. These are found in

dance collections and some old song collections.

Some may be obtained on phonograph records.

Pop Goes the Weasel

1. A penny for a spool of thread.
A penny for a needle.
That's the way my money goes.

Pop goes the weasel.

2. All around the vinegar jug,
The monkey chased the weasel.
The monkey thought 'twas all in fun.

Pop goes the weasel.

-**-e :

3. I've no time to wait or sigh ;

No patience to wait for bye and bye.
Kiss me quick, I'm off good-bye!

Pop goes the weasel.

( i ) First couple step into the set and face sec-

ond couple. First and second couple then join

hands, circle half way around clockwise until first

couple is facing the center, and on the phrase

"Pop Goes the Weasel," second couple raise inside

hands in an arch and pop first couple into the

center. The first couple then goes to the third

couple and so on. Having completed the rounds,

the first couple stands still and the second goes

through the same actions, etc.

Used by special permission from Handy II, Kit I.

Copyright 1930 by Lynn Rohrbough. Published by Co-
operative Recreation Service, Delaware, Ohio.

The Girl I Left Behind Me

Singing Call

1. The head couple lead out to the right

And balance there so kindly ;

2. Then pass right through and balance too,

And swing that girl behind you.
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3. Then take that girl, that pretty little girl,

The girl that was behind you
4. And pass right through, and balance too,

And swing that girl behind you.

5. Then take that girl, that pretty little girl,

The girl that was behind you,

6. And pass right through, and balance too,
And swing that girl behind you.

7. Lead right home and balance to your partners.
All turn around and swing the corner,
The girl you left behind you.

8. The second couple lead to the right (repeat 1-6)

(2) First couple walk between man and girl of

second couple, then both couples face each other,

exchange partners and swing once around. (3)

First man keeps second girl as his new partner

and they go to third couple.

Used by special permission from Handy II, Kit I.

Copyright 1930 by Lynn Rohrbough. Published by Co-

operative Recreation Service, Delaware, Ohio.

NOTE : The "corner" is the lady on a gentleman's left.

A "balance"' is a step forward on the right foot, lifting

the left behind a few inches. The back foot is put down
and the front one raised a few inches. Partners hold

right hands and either balance to the couple in front of

them or face each other arid balance toward one another

as the case demands.

Single File, Indian Style

Music Red Wing 2-4 tempo

Calls :

1. First couple out to the right and circle four,

2. Open up and take two more.

3. Hurry up and don't be late, open up and run

away eight.

4. Now we'll walk the Indian style.

5. Now we'll swing once in a while.

6. Now we'll walk the Indian style.

7. Now swing once in a while.

8. Now walk the Indian style.

9. Now we'll swing the squaw.
10. Now we'll walk the Indian style.

11. Everybody swing his "Minnie ha ha ha ha."

12. Corner left, partner right, grand change eight
the whole way 'round.

Directions :

1. First couple walks to second couple, joins
hands and walks around once to the left.

2. Gentleman of first couple releases the hand
of the second lady and admits the third couple
to the circle, continuing to the left.

3. First gentleman releases hand of third lady
and admits fourth couple.

4- All drop hands, form circle, face left, and

place hands on the shoulder of the person in

front. Men place one hand over their mouths
and imitate the Indian war cry.

5. Each lady turns, faces the gentleman behind,
and swings with him twice around.

6. Lady drops in line behind the gentleman and

walks around half,

7. As in 5.

8. As in 6.

9. As in 5.

TO. As in 6.

11. Having swung with all the other gentlemen
in the set with these calls, each lady now

swings with her own partner.
12. Each gentleman turns the lady on his left,

who faces him, and gives her his left hand.

They turn around once counter-clockwise

and face their own partners. Each gentleman

gives his partner his right hand and drops the

hand of the lady on the left, known as the

"corner lady." Grand right and left begins
at this point.

(Repeat all three more times. Second coi

third couple and fourth couple out to the
rij

and circle four, and so on.)

Refreshments

The refreshment booth may be fixed up a

stall, as the harvest corner (piled around wit!

pumpkins, gourds, vines and corn) or be mad<

into a dairy with the punch in huge shiny dish

pans covered with white dish towels and servec

by dairy maids in gingham dresses and whit

aprons. The tablecloths should be red and whit

or blue and white check. Use tin or enamel
cup:|

and plates.

As for things to eat, sweet milk, buttermilk

doughnuts and cookies in large crocks, cheese
oj

egg sandwiches will provide a "dairy lunch.

Cider, with a cider press for color, and dough
nuts, hot dogs and hamburgers and coffee are a!

appropriate. Great pots of steaming corn on th

cob will add to a hearty barn supper. If the eve

ning is warm, and dancing often makes it so, ice

lemonade in crocks or grape punch is refreshing
If you plan to raise money at your party th

refreshments may be sold at a price to fit tr

group pocketbook. Dairy maids may peddle tl

refreshments between dances in this case.

Bibliography
Suitable Barn Dances v

American Country Dances, Vol. I by Elizabeth

Burchenal
; . . $1.

G. Schirmer Company, New York and Boston.
Country dances of rural New England with
directions and music and essential calls.

(Continued on page 505)



Chiicago

BEFORE

THE depression there

were several well organ-

ized hiking and outing

groups in the Chicago area, such

is the Illinois Women's Athletic Club, the Mon-

roe Street Y.W.C.A., the La Salle Street Y.M.C

A.., and the Prairie Club. As unemployment in-

creased, one by one these clubs lost their members

Lnd all ceased to function except the Prairie Club

a veteran organization which was founded in

(1911, after a group had hiked informally several

lyears before this date. There were numerous

Dther people in church groups and small athletic

clubs who made use of the Indian trails along the

streams near the city and who held outings in the

beautiful wooded countryside. Most of these

groups, however, had dwindled to a few leaders

|who were endowed with the fighting spirit which

nade them the pioneers of outings in Chicago and

other cities.

A Start Is Made

When the need for providing more opportuni-
ies for hikes and outings in and around Chicago

jwas recognized, releases were sent to the metro-

politan newspapers, posters

were placed in parks, indus-

tries and public places announc-

ing Saturday hikes through
the parks to end at local field

houses where the group could

enjoy lunch and an evening of

(entertainment. Short trips of

^bout four miles were made

'through the larger parks, visit-

By JOHN SHERIDAN
Executive Secretary

Chicago Park District Outing Club

Sculptor :

Donor :

Unveiled :

Hiking clubs were revived in Chicago

during 1935 and 1936 when Dorothea

Nelson, Director ofWomen's Activities,

Chicago Park District, set in motion

the machinery which resulted in the

organization of the Chicago Park Dis-

trict Outing Club. Miss Nelson had

previously been instrumental in organ-

izing the Minneapolis Hiking Club and

the Louisville Municipal Hiking Club.

ing institutions such as the Chi-

cago Academy of Sciences, the

Museum of Science and Indus-

try, the Field Museum of Nat-

ural History, and the Adler Planetarium. People
learned about the old Cahokia Courthouse, the

Japanese buildings, the conservatories, the Elks'

Memorial, and yacht harbors. Old records and

maps of the parks were assembled and diligently

read ; material from public and private libraries

was investigated, and various societies of the city

provided historical speeches and reviews. From
this accumulation of articles an extensive knowl-

edge of the statues, buildings, parks and boule-

vards was assembled.

A brief outline of various objects of interest

was given to each hike leader. Here is an example
of the description of a statue of Leif Eriksen.

Name : Leif Eriksen

Location : Humboldt Park, northeast of the old

refectory building

S. Asbjornsen

Citizens of Chicago of Norwegian descent

October 12, 1901

Leif Eriksen, called Leif the Lucky, was a dar-

ing Norse explorer and adventurer who, it is

claimed, in the year 1000 dis-

covered the American conti-

nent. The Julandir-Sage rec-

ords that he spent a winter in

New Vineland, a settlement

that existed for ten years.

In the evening a buffet lunch

was prepared in the kitchen

of a local field house for a

nominal sum. From 7:00 p. M.
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to ii :oo P. M V Guy Colby, now with W.L.S., and

his barn dance band provided entertainment for

the group. Other people enjoyed cards and vari-

ous games. These hikes attracted large groups of

unseasoned hikers because they were short and

sociable and gave strangers a chance to get ac-

quainted and meet people interested in the out-of-

doors.

The Club Comes Into Being

Finally, >after several eight to ten mile hikes in

the Forest Preserves and at the Indiana Dune

State Park, a club was organized on Saturday eve-

ning, June 13, 1936, and leaders were appointed

who had been active in attendance and work.

No one can become an officer unless he is active.

Records are kept at all outings. Over a period of

eighteen months there were 846 different trips and

hikes with an attendance of 15,210 adults and

33,714 children, an average

of 65 on each trip.

The children's program in-

cludes trips to museums,

parks and forest preserves.

Large groups of children be-

tween the ages of six and fif-

teen are taken to the pools

and beaches. Boys and girls

enjoy the same trip under the

direction of competent lead-

ers. Special parties are staged

in beautiful spots along the near-by rivers, and

foresters and nature guides explain about shrubs,

trees, animals and birds indigenous to this section

of the country. To promote a spirit of conserva-

tion, the children's pamphlet carries this slogan:

"The heritage of a land is best preserved by its

youth." Many pictures have been taken of outings

and a special reel of motion pictures is available

to parties interested in this type of recreation.

Printed pamphlets contain outlined trips and de-

scriptive material as this.

GEORGE ROGERS CLARK RESERVE

Tuesday, August 10, 1937

To reach this reserve, take Lake Street surface line

car to Austin Boulevard. There take Chicago & West
Towns surface line car to Thatcher Avenue, River For-

est. Walk three blocks north to Trailside Museum, to

meet at 11 :00 A. M.

We walk north along the high bluffs of the winding
Des Plaines River and cross North Avenue. Near a

sharp bend in the river, before the advent of white men,
a small stream flowed from the northeast into the valley,

cutting a shallow V shaped ravine in the soft loam of

the flood plain. A short distance up this brook was lo-

"Among the good books for the hiker to

read are William Hazlitt's delightful

essay 'On Going on a Journey'; Holi-

day's 'Walking Stick Papers'; Brooks'

'Journey to Bagdad
1

; Vachel Lindsay's

'Handy Guide for Beggars'; Trevelyan's

'Walking' and Christopher Morley's
The Art of Walking.

1

Robert Louis Ste-

venson, who loved nature and walking,
declared, "Every person who has not

read Hazlitt should be heavily taxed.'
"

cated an Indian Village. The Indians used the bayou to

float their canoes. In the spring many fish, buffeted by

the spring freshets, moved into this inlet. The Indians

were expert fishermen and adept in the use of nets.

Other descriptions of the area around Chicago

have to do with nature, geology and historic lore.

Some of the Values

One may say that the first thing we learn to do

is to walk. Without the ability to move from

place to place mankind would cease to exist. Man
cannot obtain his sustenance from the ground like

a tree or flower
;
it is necessary that he till the soil

to raise grain and vegetables. His domain covers

the earth, the rivers and streams, the seas and

oceans, even the air above the earth; the out-of-

doors appeals to all the country-bred persor

the city-born man.

One can see life and death in the space of

year. In the spring Mother Nature brings for

buds, leaves, and flowers;

birds return from the south

lands even fly over oceans

to mate and produce their

young ; animals nurture their

young in the green pastures

beside flowing streams. In

the autumn chill winds from

the arctic regions foretell the

advent of winter. Again, nat-

ure begins to protect her chil-

dren; thousands of birds mi-

grate to the sunny lands where food awaits them;

trees shed their leaves
; no longer does sap course

in their trunks
; animals seek shelter in burrows,

in holes in trees, in warm nests or under buildings.

To observe the workings of nature, seek the

pleasure of walking through the countryside,

alone if you choose or in the company of inter-

esting companions. When you go on your vaca-;

tion in the country, take up walking. You will be

well repaid.

Formality is left where the pavement ends.

Everyone talks to everyone else a mutual love of:

the out-of-doors is introduction enough, and thus

are started friendships that last for years.

Walking is one of the first physical activities

of youth and the last enjoyment of elderly people]

Walking strengthens the heart, the lungs and the

stomach. It is no mere leg training, but exercises

some two hundred different muscles of the body

Few, if any of us, will be able to walk 72 miles
j

on our seventy-second birthday as did the veteran

(Continued on page 506) \ ,



Socializing a Social Game
LTHOUGH man ranks high-

est on the social scale of

creation and is born with

jertain gregarious instincts,

:his does not mean that his in-

herent social qualities and at-

jributes do not need to be en-

oiiraged and exercised if they

re to develop to the fullest

xtent. One of the best ways
o become a social person is to

am to know people, as they

eally are, through playing

Barnes and sports with them.

n playing sports together peo-

ile stand on common ground; artificial barriers

nd conventional formalities are dispensed with;

>eople are unmasked, as it were, and appear be-

ore others as they really are.

Life is, in a sense, conquering new situations,

neeting many different types of people and hav-

ng a variety of relationships with the world. It

s a broadening experience to know people who

>ring out particular elements in one's own per-

onality that perhaps have been hitherto undis-

overed. It is stimulating, too, to have friends

hat are attractive 4or different reasons : some for

heir intelligence or fascinating personality ; others

or their sheer technical accomplishment in cer-

ain skills that make them welcome members of a

)lay group. Somehow an understanding comes

)etween friends who have taken a long hike to-

other, who have played on the golf links, who
rave hunted to hounds, who have been roped to-

'ether climbing mountains, who have sat for long
silent hours over a game of chess, who have talked

3ver each others collections or exchanged bulbs or

plantings from their gardens. There is an over-

apping of experience in all these relationships

"hat binds people closer together. Brothers and

jsisters who have played with the same toys or

families who have the habit of spending some time

together in a particular game or recreation are

throughout their lives kept closer together, and

"his tie is deep-seated and lasting.

What Is a Social Game?
A social game is an activity the outcomes and

Jmotives of which lead toward better understand-

By ALICE ALLENE SEFTON

With the arrival of the season of the

year which means the transferal to in-

door quarters of many forms of recre-

ation, interest naturally focuses on the
team games and types of social rec-

reation which will, in many parts of the

country, hold the center of the stage
during the winter months. "Why are

so-called social games important?"
"When are they not social?" Miss Sef-

ton, who is vice-chairman of the Wom-
en's Division, N.A.A.F., discusses these

questions and other pertinent ones.

ing and promote mutual en-

joyment, with the ultimate

purpose of establishing the

highest possible type of friend-

ly relations. A true love for

sports is best acquired by
actual participation in them. A
social game is not necessarily

always social because it is

played by two or more people,

for definite attempts have to

be made in that direction if

the influences of the game are

to be social in nature. A social

game is, in itself, a small hu-

man emergency that calls forth an interest in the

other person or team, and generates a constant in-

terplay of response which leads to better under-

standing and finer human appreciations.

When Are Social Games Not Social?

Unfortunately, many games that are intrinsi-

cally excellent for creating desirable social rela-

tions and that afford exercise in quickening a

player's reaction time and allowing interplay of

emotional reactions, have, through preventable

causes, been made a-social and many of their in-

herent valuable qualities are lost. Games in this

country got off to a bad start because they sprang

up without educational supervision and the com-

petitive element was emphasized so greatly that

many of the finer sensitive qualities were neglect-

ed. Some schools and communities have "sold"

one of their more important birthrights for de-

veloping youth in wholesome channels because

they wanted to be personally entertained at com-

petitive ball games, or to climb, as a community,
over the hard-won laurels of young people. In

their highly organized competitive programs they

often deny adolescents the opportunity to develop

into the useful, happy citizens it is their lawful

right to become. Such communities are still so

near-sighted that they look for immediate results

as expressed in the final numerical score on the

bulletin board or in the morning headlines.

It is a different matter, however, when com-

munities conduct their competitions and rivalries

in the interests of public health. Thus one town

might choose to meet the record set by another
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in the elimination of preventable diseases, or

might boast of having a better water supply, or

more park space, or playgrounds, or game areas.

Through such generous acts communities are af-

fording their members opportunities to socialize

social games. This type of rivalry is to be com-

mended.

Basketball, for instance, as a team game is as

highly organized and skilled as any on the ex-

tensive list, and has had a high peak of popularity

in schools and colleges throughout the country. It

therefore comes under the spotlight for many of

the undesirable practices and a-social results that

have sprung from the game. For example, a girl

recently told how a six-foot center in a certain

basketball game picked her up and shook her

much as a cat shakes a rat, because she was out-

playing her taller opponent. In another instance a

home team who lost a game refused to keep their

promise to provide sleeping accommodations for

the visiting team, who were forced to spend the

night in a dingy waiting-room of a small railroad

station. These young girls were left to their own
devices in a situation which never would have oc-

curred, if the school had provided an adequate

recreation program under professionally trained

educational leaders.

One likes to feel that such tales as these are ex-

ploits of the imagination and that such unsatis-

factory states do not exist in the world of sports.

One shudders to think of teen-age experiences of

this nature, and yet only fifteen years ago these

conditions were fairly prevalent. The majority of

schools now, however, do not tolerate or sanction

playing games under such conditions. It is hoped
that schools will never permit such standards to

creep back. It is esssential that a country have or-

ganized sports programs under trained leaders

who understand the needs of youth and adults

their interests and their physical make-up. Youth
is the time for boys and girls to develop skills and
learn to conquer to the point where they will be

able to take up new sports with zest during later

life. Incidentally, they will thus avoid agonizing
moments that come to the untrained when the

gang says, "What shall we play ?"

Communities should be so planned that they
will provide opportunities for all to indulge in

their favorite recreations. Already there are en-

couraging signs that this ideal may soon material-

ize. The very fact that we are now popularizing
such games as softball baseball and touch foot-

ball shows that we are attempting to take the

sting out of the ball and the fierceness out of the

tackle; that we are reducing the cut-throat ele-

ment in the competition motive and accommodat-

ing the game to suit the majority of people rather

than to favor the few professionals or experts

who play. The ideal today is to get away from

the kind of situation in which the younger players

in a family have no opportunity to play tennis

with a brother or sister who is constantly prepar-

ing for "match" play and can not risk spoiling

his tournament chances by playing a single game
with a mere beginner. -In this as in many other

matters, a happy medium is desirable not to be

either too good or too inexpert at a game. Maribel

Y. Vinson in her article, "Trained Seals," said

that in looking back on her Fourth Olympic Win-

ter Games she felt ever more strongly that "as

the Games become larger and more popular, they

are more and more entertaining for the spectat

and less and less fun for the competitors."

All kinds of modifications have taken place

sports in order that larger numbers of boys and

girls and men and women may continue to enjoy

playing various group games. In the Pittsburgh

summer playgrounds on any summer night thou-

sands of families can be seen making their way
to the playing fields to watch different baseball

games that are being played all with soft balls.

All ages join in volley ball games and informal

soft ball play, but the majority of those who take

part in the organized group games are those who

played when they were in school and are not

afraid to enter into the sport regardless of any
lack of skill.

How Games Develop Social Qualities

Play constitutes the major part of the young
child's life. Often his first lessons of give and

take, sharing, kindness, thoughtfulnes, and co-

operation are learned through play with his par-

ents, his brothers or sisters, other children, or

grown-ups. If a child develops along normal lines

he will take a decided interest in his playmates or

in living things, such as animals or pets, because

he is continually being tested by their ever chang-

ing and unpredictable responses. At this period

the desirable law of competition enters in
; and the

competition element from then on continues to be

the biggest factor in every game the child plays.

Because he requires competition, he abandons

lifeless objects in favor of games that furnish a

live, ever refreshing element a reaction from

someone else which he can not figure out before-
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'hand and which is therefore ever interesting to

,him. Human beings furnish the surprise quality

'that keeps one constantly stimulated in activities

of a social nature. This interest develops into the

childhood and adolescent love for team games.

There are, of course, those who exercise alone

and like it, but many such attempts are short-

lived. It is generally the social element in games
that makes them outlast the generations that play

Ithem.

Why does one find sixteen hundred people

gathering to play shuffleboard each day at St.

(Petersburg, Florida? As a game it is not too

strenuous or difficult for older people or the un-

skilled of every age, and it has the advantage of

being a competitive game that can be played out-

doors in the sunshine, and offers a constant chal-

lenge with every play ; yet above all, its popularity

iis no doubt due largely to the fact that it offers

pocial
contacts and is essentially a social game. It

affords an occasion for people to get together in a

pleasurable way.
A class of home women used to come regularly

jto
their community center each Friday afternoon ;

they would tell their leader all the housework they
had done that day before coming to class. She

realized that these women did not come for the

sole purpose of exercise, for most of them had

.used every muscle at home during the day. What
did they come for? They came for sociability

the carefree feeling of release offered by the pro-

gram. It provided an outlet for their emotional

energies and an escape from working in solitude

in their homes. They forgot petty annoyances
md temporary irritations at the first run around

:he gymnasium ; they loved feeling foolish in some
3f the humorous folk dances. They seemed to

:ast away their troubles with the first serve of the

volley ball or at the first jump for the cage ball,

md by the time they emerged
from the swimming pool they

jcelt completely refreshed and

relaxed; they were actually

ested, and their spirits and

strength were renewed.

The business man or wom-
m' often finds recreation in

ioing the opposite of what
ie or she has been doing

hroughout the day. Those

A'ho lead a sedentary life

mould cultivate sports that

^xercise large muscles. On
!

1

"Although there is a trend nowadays
toward 'individual

1

emphasis and toward

activities which can be enjoyed in solo,

there should be opportunities provided
for those who have acquired a love for

team games and wish to continue play-

ing them throughout life. Just as one

can find places to swim, ride horseback,

play golf, skate or follow any other in-

dividual pastime, so the program should

provide places where one can go to play

shuffleboard, volleyball, horseshoes, ping

pong, badminton, squash tennis and

any other partnership or team game."

the other hand, people whose work is active and

consists in seeing people through the day may
seek solitary diversions. The history of the dance

reveals that in ages past those who did fine needle-

work or other intricate tasks concentrated on

social dances involving nothing more difficult than

the waltz and the two-steps. It was quite the op-

posite with those who worked in the fields. They

enjoyed working out intricate patterns in their

dancing, and developed such forms as the high-

land fling and the sword dance.

Advantages of Social Games

If people resorted more to forgetting their

worries through social contact with a group ab-

sorbed in the same game many would need no

other cure for nervous tensions and disorders.

When one's enthusiasm for a sport is sufficiently

great to absorb one's interest, for the time being

that person is an integrated personality. For all-

round development and balance, more such joyful

experiences are needed. There is a beneficial

physiological stimulation that conies with joyous

experience that renews and refreshes and every-

one needs at times to escape from the humdrum
of daily cares. One can do little worrying about

the budget while sporting with the waves, drib-

bling a hockey ball down the field or shooting for

a basket. To make a new low in one's golf score

or suddenly to be able to volley the tennis ball

more times than ever before does something to

the spirit.

A socially successful girl today is one who can

enter into sports and thereby make herself an

asset to any group. Sports or accomplishments,

like social dancing, are often the common ground
on which new friendships are made. The social

values in games cannot be over stressed, and more

opportunities are needed for social games.
Men who have been brought

up with baseball on the back-

lot as a daily diet never cease

to love the game. There are

cities where men in the Quar-
ter of a Century Club still

pursue the game. Citizens in

these communities continue

to wrestle and box, do square
and round dancing, play in

highly organized team sports
because the space, the super-

vision, the conditions exist

(Continued on page 506)



A recreation executive looks into the future and sees

his dreams realized in a "golden age" for recreation

CHILDREN
played thou-

sands of years ago;

they still play and

always will because play is a

fundamental instinct which

must be satisfied in some wholesome way. With

the forty hour week and more time for leisure,

the importance of recreation for adults as well as

children becomes more vital than ever before.

Millions of dollars are spent yearly by spectators

in witnessing prize fights, ball games and the

movies. Great numbers of people have sought

their recreation by being spectators and not par-

ticipants. They have lost in part the joy of par-

ticipation and have failed to realize that recrea-

tion is really re-creation, a revitalizing of the cells

of the human body.

During the past few years great progress has

been made in the construction of municipal

recreation facilities, but have we considered that

these facilities must be maintained, that they

must be supervised? Have we given suf-

ficient thought to the permanent value for

manhood and womanhood of these great assets?

Have we made an

effort to appropriate suf-

By JAMES V. MULHOLLAND
Director of Recreation

Department of Parks

New York City

ble to seek recreation in an

unwholesome environment ?

The Challenge to Society

In our schools today, W(

spend millions of dollars teaching art, music-

crafts, dramatics, sewing, health education. W<

emphasize education and its aim to train for lei

sure yet spend comparatively a small amount o

money for continuing these interesting activitie

after school hours. Thousands of children ar>

released from the school system each year afte

being graduated or after receiving employmen
certificates. Some go to college, but a great numbe

receive temporary employment of one kind o

another and a still greater number are unemployec
All this occurs at an age of sixteen or seventee

years which sociologists call the age of apprer

ticeship and at a time when young people nee

special guidance, at a time when they need er

couragement, at a time when there is a tinge o

romance, a search for a vocation. We all kno 1

what will happen when they are not given an of

portunity for wholesome recreation. The record

of police courts, pr
and reports of probatio

officers, teachers and pi

not dream more of them into being everywhere?
role officei

tell the tru

story. Ever

judge, educ;;

tor or sociok

gist will te

you that thei

is a direct co

relation b>

tween juv<

n i 1 e d e 1 i i

quency an

crime an

wholesoir.

recreation

The recorc

of your ci

Dreams of such open spaces as this have come
ficient funds for these

frue in Amerlca
-

s mosf congested city. Why
activities after

federal emer-

gency leader-

ship and funds

have ceased to

function ?

Have we re-

alized that

recreation is

now as im-

portant as ed-

ucation and
that unless we

provide play-

ground direct-

ors or teach-

ers our young

people are lia-
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show that most criminal offenders are between

the ages of seventeen and twenty-one years.

What are we doing to save these young peo-

ple? What are we doing to guide them over the

dangerous, adolescent period? Have we awaken-

ed the parents, teachers and city authorities to the

importance of the problem? Have we opened

every suitable school building for community and

recreational purposes after 3 P.M. have we

lighted our playgrounds for adult recreation?

Have we year-round playgrounds or just summer

playgrounds ?

You will say that this would cost thousands,

yes, millions of dollars. Yes, it would. But do

not your police, prison, parole and judicial depart-

ments cost millions of dollars? Is it not reason-

able to expect a decrease in crime if we provide

wholesome recreation for these young people?

According to statistics, few athletes or members

of boys' and girls' clubs get into trouble with the

police. Those who get into trouble usually have

had no opportunity for wholesome recreation.

I need not tell you the facilities available in

many large cities. We have schools, parks, recre-

ation piers, boys' clubs, swimming pools, golf

courses, gymnasiums and municipal stadiums. But

are these facilities being used as widely as pos-

sible? Are our schools open after 3 p. M.? Have

they provided facilities for recreation for adults?

Have they special rooms with suitable furniture

comfortable for adults rooms which could be

used as club rooms by adolescents and adults?

Have we constructed our school buildings with the

idea that they are merely to be used for the edu-

cation of children, or have we given consideration

to the possible use of these facilities for recrea-

tional and community activities ? Have we stressed

the educational use over and above the community
and recreational use? Is it not possible to have

separate wings of school buildings for community
and recreational use separate and apart from the

school proper? May we not have air-conditioned

basements of school buildings which could be

used for recreational purposes ? Is it not possible

to have pool tables, billiard rooms, handball courts

in school buildings ? Why may not young men be

permitted to use the school workshop after school

hours ?

It "Can Happen Here" !

All these things are possible. It depends upon
local organization and administration whether the

possibility will become a reality a reality which

depends upon the .cooperation of municipal au-

thorities who realize the importance of this sub-

ject of municipal recreation. If we were further

to analyze the problem, we would find that it is

not necessary that all recreation be entirely free.

Small charges are sometimes made for dances,

festivals, entertainments, swimming pools and

tennis courts. Children may be permitted to take

lessons in music, dancing, arts and crafts, at a

nominal fee. I believe the time will come when

every large city will make arrangements to per-
mit children and adults to receive instruction in

music and all the arts at a very small cost. I think

the time will come when every school building will

be constructed by school architects for not only
education from 9 A. M. to 3 P. M. but also for

community and recreational activities from 3 P. M.

to 10 P. M.

As I see it, every school yard will be lighted at

night for adult recreation. Every playground will

be lighted and will be used for dances, festivals

and games. No longer will the school yard be un-

attractive but made beautiful with a border of

shrubbery and a few trees. The school building
will become the center of community life. We
shall have paid supervisors and a volunteer sys-
tem. There will be cooperation between city de-

partments to bring about the widest and best pos-
sible use of all community recreational facilities.

Adjacent to every school building will be a park
or playground of suitable size. Parents and chil-

dren will come to the school building to seek their

recreation. Each neighborhood will boast of its

track team, football team or baseball team. School

movies for children at low cost will take the place
of some of the commercial movies unsuited,in some

cases, for children to see. School gardens, back-

yard gardens will be promoted by local communi-
ties. Real estate operators will realize the im-

portance of having either a private or public play-

ground adjacent to an apartment house. As I see

it, there also will be greater consideration given to

multiple use of particular areas as wading pools
for basketball courts and movable posts for ten-

nis courts so that the area may be used for diverse

purposes. Concrete or colprovia tennis courts will

replace many of the clay or grass tennis courts.

Roofs and backyards of apartment and tenement

buildings will be used for play and recreational

purposes.

So far, I have not emphasized the recreational

program which must include all recreational in-

(Continued on page 507)



A Singing State Iowa!

Do
FARM WOMEN like to sing? Are they in-

terested in drama and pageantry ?

Could you have seen the mammoth festi-

val staged last June at the tenth annual 4-H Girls'

Club Convention at Iowa State College you would

have had the answer to these questions an

answer in song and dance and tableau.

The festival, with script by Fanny R. Buchanan
in charge of the music program of the Extension

Service, whose contribution to the development of

music in rural districts is nationally known, was
entitled "Epochs of American Girlhood." It was
a natural climax to this year's Iowa music study

"Marching Through History." It was a genuine
tribute to the work of the Extension Service and,
as the program announced, "to rural Iowa's in-

terest in music, fine organization and longer time

programs."

A men's chorus, 4-H girls' choruses, a women's
chorus and a festival chorus of 1,000 farm
women and men sang in the festival, and 1,300

4-H girl delegates from 100 counties presented

songs and folk games learned and enjoyed by
the more than 13,000 4-H Club girls they rep-
resented. Ten thousand guests from all parts of

the state and from neighboring states occupied the

stadium and saw the festival.

That a festival on so gigantic a scale could be

presented by thousands of people with but one

joint rehearsal was a remarkable demonstration

Df efficiency in organi-

zation and of state-

wide cooperation.

Rural Women's
Chorus Tournament

One of the most in-

teresting of rural Iowa's

singing groups is to be

found in the rural wom-
en's county choruses.

Fort y-five county
zhoruses with from
twenty to thirty farm

women in each took

part in the tournament

at the State Fair, and

i, 102 women sang in

the tournament.
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The high rating group in the contest

was the rural women's chorus from

Worth County on the Minnesota line,

150 miles from Des Moines where the

fair was held. The chorus chartered a

bus and drove to the fair. Members of

this group had come to weekly rehearsals through
the winter months, some of them driving twenty
miles through deep snow to the county seat where

the rehearsals were held. When spring made side

roads impassable they cut across fields, climbed

fences and were "picked up" on the hard road.

Tournament Rules

In the tournament certain rules were strictly

observed. Any group of from ten to sixty rural

women above twenty-one years of age, three-

fourths of whom live on Iowa farms, was eli-

gible to take part in the tournament. Each group,

however, must be recommended by the judge of

the local achievement day program and selected

by the state fair women's chorus committee.

Each chorus was required to sing "Bless This

House" by Brahe and three other numbers. An-
other requirement was that the participating

group must have appeared in public in its home

county at least four times. Each chorus leader

was asked to hand to the judge a written state-

ment listing public appearances since January I,

1937, and telling the number of women in the

chorus and whether they met age and resi-

dence requirements. The statement also told

the number of rehearsals held each month and
the total number of rehearsals

attended by all members of the

chorus. The 9rou P as '* '

hearsal held the

stage is set off



Judging. The achievement day judge scored

ratings on the following points :

Quality of Singing

1. Accuracy of pitch 10 Superior
2. Balance of parts 10

"

3. Attack and release 10

4. Diction 10
"

5. Beauty of tone 10
"

"At the center and in and through the whol<

Iowa agricultural extension program runs <

golden thread of music," says Marjorie Pai

ten in her book The Arts Workshop of Rura
America. And anyone who has seen the fes

tival presented each year at the 4-H Girls

Club Convention, or who has attended the Ru
ral Women's Chorus Tournament at the Stat<

Fair, would heartily endorse this statement

So

Organisation Points rated from January i, 1937,

as follows:

1. Number of members in chorus (Each
unit of 5 members above the required
10 will score one additional point) 10

2. Spirit and appearance (Superior 10,

Excellent 8, Good 6, Fair 5 and below) 10

3. Numbers of rehearsals (2 rehearsals

per month 5 ; 4 rehearsals per month

10) 10

4. Number of appearances (2 points for

each appearance) total points possible 10

5. Each rehearsal with all members pre-

sent 2 points total points possible .... 10

50
Possible Perfect Score 100

NOTE: 90 to 100 points, Superior; 75 to 90 points,

Excellent; 50 to 75, Good; below 50, Fair.

Suggested Songs. The songs suggested for the

tournament held in June in addi-

tion to "Bless This House," were
i ir the one joint re-

,j Dream of jenni b Foster;
t the festival. The

lit fence and pillars.

"Turn Ye to Me," by Pitcher; "Estrellita," b;

Arnold ; "Won't You Set Us Free," by Dvorak
"An Old Violin," by Fisher; "A German Foil

Song"; "My Shadow," by Hadley; "Hark, Hark
the Lark," by Schubert," and "Waltz of th

Flowers," Tchaikowsky.

Preparing for the Music Program
Seventy-two women from forty-seven countie

enrolled in the two-day training school for direct

ors of rural music groups which was held at th

Iowa State College September i6th and i/th, th

first of this type of institute to be held. Th
women registering were directors of rural worn

en's choruses and county and township musi

chairmen. The musical selections used for demon
strations were the songs to be sung by farr

women's choruses next year and also music in

eluded in the 1937-38 music study for 4-H girl

and farm women "Little Studies in America
Music."

"Folk dancing and folk music have been of out

standing importance among the rapidly-developin:

recreational activities of farm people in this conn

try during these last years of agricultural adjust

ment. From the Agricultural Extension Divisioi

of every state colleg

in the union have com

reports of color and vi

tality added to one pro

gram or another by th

country dances o

America or folk dance

of the old world. Lead

ership training schools

recreation institutes an<

the county and dis

trict councils growini

out of them have a]

leaned heavily upon th

sure enthusiasm amonj

all sorts of people fo

learning folk tunes."

Marjorie Patten.
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Summer Honor Reading

By LILLIAN S. GRAHAM

THESE
ARE DAYS when we hear much about in-

creased leisure, and many plans are being

suggested for the employment of such leisure

in a way which will lead to richer living.

With this objective in mind the Minneapolis

Public Library, in cooperation with the public

schools of that city, has inaugurated a plan known

as Vacation Honor Reading designed to interest

children in good reading during the summer va-

cation. Just before school closes for the summer

vacation the plan is explained to all grade children

from 5-B to 8-A inclusive and they are encouraged

to enter into it.

List of Books

The librarians select the books to be included in

the list provided for each grade. Each list includes

six headings Famous Stories; Our Country and

Other Countries; People Worth Knowing; Ad-

ventures in the Outdoor World! Long Ago and

Now, and Stories. Every heading has at least

twelve books listed from which the child chooses

one.

As an example of the list, the selection of books

for the fifth grade follows :

Famous Stories

Baldwin. Sampo.
The story of a magic mill which ground out wealth
and power.

Brown. In the days of giants.

The Norse myths of Odin, Thor, Loki, Idun, Balder,
and others.

Carpenter. Tales of a Russian grandmother.
Colum. Children who followed the piper.

Crommelin. Famous legends.
The story of Robin Hood, King Arthur, The Cid,
Roland, and others.

Harris. Uncle Remus
; his songs and his sayings.

Hawthorne. Wonder book for boys and girls.

Contains the best Greek myths.

Hodges. When the King came.

The life of Christ told with simplicity and tenderness.

Jacobs. Celtic fairy tales.

Kingsley. Water babies.

A classic story of Little Tom and his journey to the
"other end-of-nowhere."

Warren. King Arthur and his knights.

Warren. Robin Hood and his merry men.
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Our Country and Other Countries

Best. Girls in Africa.

Brann. Nicolina, the story of a little girl in Italy.

Lomen and Fleck. Taktuk, an Arctic boy.

Means. Rainbow bridge.

Miller. Children of the mountain eagle.

Morley. Donkey John of the Toy Valley.

Mukerji. Hari the jungle lad.

Peck and Johnson. Wings over Holland.

Scott. Kari; story of Kari Supper from Linde-

land, Norway.
Stein. Little shepherd of Provence.

Sugimoto and Austen. With Taro and Hana in

Japan.

Upjohn. Friends in strange garments.

Washburne. Letters to Channey; a trip around

the world.

People Worth Knowing

Baldwin. Fifty famous rides and riders.

Baldwin. Four great Americans.

Washington, Franklin, Webster, and Lincoln.

Brooks. True story of George Washington.

Cody. Adventures of Buffalo Bill.

Incidents of his life in the West among the Indians.

Haaren and Poland. Famous men of Greece.

Humphrey. Story of the Catherines.

Moores. Story of Christopher Columbus.

Power. Boys and girls of history.

Tappan. American hero stories.

Tappan. In the days of Queen Elizabeth.

Wallace. Hands around the world.

Adventures in the Outdoor World

Baynes. Jimmie, the story of a black bear cub.

Brown. Green gate to the sea.

Chambers. Nature secrets.

Fontany. Other worlds than this.

Ghosh. The jungle folk. V. I or 2.

Hill. Fighting a fire.

Lie. Ekorn.
A simple narrative of the day-by-day life of a squirrel
throughout the seasons.

Long. Wilderness ways.

Mukerji. Kari, the elephant.

Patch. Bird stories.

Patch. Holiday hill.

Patterson. The spinner family.

(Continued on page 508)



Some Sports and Their Development

BOW AND ARROW, even in the

modern setting of an up-to-

date archery contest at some

girls'
school or college, suggest romance and the

glamour of bygone centuries. The spectator may be

looking at bobbed-haired girls in middies and

shorts, but in his mind's eye he is fairly sure to

catch a glimpse of brave yeomen in Lincoln green

splitting willow wands at 100 paces.

Of all of the ancient peoples who used the bow,

the Egyptians were the most skillful. They first

employed it for war, and gained such skill with

bows about five feet long and arrows a little over

two feet that their archers struck terror to the

souls of all their enemies.

In spite of their knowledge of Egyptian arch-

ery, there was a myth among the Greeks that

Apollo, their sun god, had invented the bow, while

Diana, graceful goddess of the chase, conceiving

a fondness for Apollo's new plaything, appro-

priated it herself.

Regardless of .boasts about their gods, the

j

Greeks were less skillful archers than any of the

I other ancients except the Romans, who found lit-

I
tie use for the bow in battle and enjoyed in lei-

j
sure moments more vigorous sport than shooting.

Great Britain Takes Up the Bow
It was the Romans who first brought the bow

to Britain, although the English did not begin to

use it to any great extent until after the Norman
invasion under William the Conqueror in 1066.

William himself, a colossus of a man, owned a

bow so large that he alone could pull it, and his

pride in his prowess was so contagious that his

new subjects became inspired with enthusiasm for

archery both for amusement and for defense.

Tragically enough, fhis weapon of which the Con-

queror was so fond caused the death of his son,

William Rufus, who was killed by a stray arrow

of one of his attendants while

he and his retinue were indulg-

ing in their favorite sport,

nting.

f William Rufus' immediate

successors, that most romantic

of rulers, Richard the Lion

Hearted, was the most skillful

archer. Many tales are told of

By AGATHA VARELA
Washington, D. C.

h

o

In the October issue of Receeation

Miss Varela gave us some interesting

facts about the origin and spread of

football and hockey. In the second

article of her series presented in

this issue she tells of archery and

tennis and of some of the traditions

and practices associated with them.

his exploits with the bow. At one

time in the Crusades, leading three

hundred archers and seventeen

knights, he withstood the attack of the whole

Saracen army. On another occasion, followed by
ten men, he rushed headlong into a body of ten

thousand Moslem bowmen and was pelted so hard

that he bristled with arrows as a porcupine bristles

with quills, yet miraculously he received not a

single wound. Richard, too, met his death at the

hand of an archer, a youth who sought to avenge
the death of his father and brother, and whom the

generous Richard forgave with his last breath and

presented with a substantial purse.

Shortly after the reign of Richard, the English

began to take up the crossbow, which had mean-
while been invented and had been used to good
purpose by soldiers on the continent. But by the

time they became accustomed to it, the longbow,
which was similar to the one we use now, de-

veloped in western England and so far outclassed

the crossbow in accuracy and efficiency that it

made English archers for the next two centuries

the most dreaded fighters in Europe. This was the

bow which served the English so well in those

Titanic struggles of the One Hundred Years War,

Crecy, Potiers, and Agincourt, and found its way
into the heart of childhood and the realm of ro-

mance as the weapon of Robin Hood.

It seems a little pathetic that the high noon of

archery's greatness was so soon passed, and that

by the sixteenth century the invention of gun-

powder had robbed war of the flavor of sports-

manship and the touch of glamour that the bow
had always given it. Yet it was not, amazingly

enough, until the nineteenth century that the bow
was last used in battle, when in the Napoleonic
wars an army of Polish archers was tragically

matched against the peerless fighters of France.

But even if gunpowder did replace the bow in

war, the English refused to

give it up, and began shooting
at a target for sport. In the

days of Henry VIII archery
was very fashionable, and the

King himself attended num-
erous meets. His son, Edward

VI, a sickly lad who died

young, found archery the one
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sport which his health would

permit him to enjoy. The

young King's diary was full of

conscientious recordings of the

matches he lost as well as of

those he won.

In the reigns of Elizabeth

and of Charles II, there were

many gala meets of which the

rulers were enthusiastic pa-

trons. Yet for a hundred years

after the days of the "Merrie

Monarch," Charles II, the

noble tradition of the bow was completely ignored

by the English, and archery was kept alive on

the island only by a fine Scotch society, The Royal

Company of Archers, which is still in existence

and is honored throughout the land.

In 1781 a revival began in England, due to the

efforts of Sir Ashton Lever who, afflicted with

some ailment of the chest, discovered that archery

was a healthful as well as an entertaining sport.

Interest has continued in England from that day

to this, so it is now fairly safe to assume that the

English will not again forget to uphold the noble

traditions of their "arching" ancestors.

In America

The history of archery in America follows the

course of its history elsewhere, in that over here

as well it was first used by primitive peoples for

hunting and for protection. For centuries the

Indian archers roamed the forests unmolested,

and not until the early part of the last century did

the white man become actively interested in the

weapon of the redskin. In 1828, a Philadelphian,

Titian R. Peale, sent on an exploring expedition

through the West, became fascinated by the In-

dian bows and arrows, and on returning home or-

ganized an archery club among his friends called

the "United Bowmen," which prospered until the

Civil War. After peace was made, a new chapter

for archery opened when Will and Maurice

Thompson, two 'penniless Georgians who as con-

quered people were denied the use of firearms,

and through ill health needed to live out of doors,

went into the woods with their bows and arrows

and lived as primitive, exhilarating and healthful

a life as any of our cave-dwelling ancestors. A
little book of their adventures "The Witchery of

Archery" by Maurice started a fad for archery
which resulted in the formation of the National

Archery Association, an organization that has

"The bow has played a part in the

daily life of men since long before

the days of recorded history. Primi-

tive men in all parts of the world

fashioned rude bows from bent

branches and made arrows out of

pointed sticks. From those distant

beginnings the bow and arrow, chang-

ing now and then in design and ma-

terial, have had an unbroken record

of use, first as a means of procur-

ing food, then as a weapon of war,
and finally as an instrument of sport."

been in operation from that

day to this.

Since the World War, arch-

ery has spread amazingly and

particularly become such a

popular sport in girls' schools

and colleges that it is estimat-

ed some 10,000 girls play an-

nually.

Just what the future of

archery will be it is hard to

predict, for in this country
as well as abroad it has gone

through its cycle as a means of hunting, defense

and sport, but whatever the future may hold, arch-

ery can always hold its head high among the

sports, for there never has been one which could

boast a braver history or a more glorious tradition.

Tennis and Its Romantic History

Back in 1424, if France had had newspa
the headlines of the sport section would have rea<

something like this "New Woman Tennis Won-
der Startles Sporting World. Ace of Paris Play-
ers Using Only Bare Hand Conquers Men

Equipped with Double Glove."

This Amazon of the court, Margot by name,
comes down to us through the musty pages of

sporting books as the greatest tennis player of

her time. Before the day of rackets she played
with her hand unprotected and could beat any
man in France, allowing him to wear a glove or

bind his hand with gut. Margot's great skill is

particularly interesting to us, for in all the long
annals of tennis up to modern times no single

champion but she is mentioned by name.

In Margot's day tennis was the great national

game of France. Men, women and children, rich

and poor alike, played constantly, but originally it

was purely a sport of the nobility. As far as its

beginnings are traceable, they seem to be linked

with the pastimes of the feudal kings and barons

of Italy and France during the Middle Ages. In

Italy the game gradually lost its hold, but in

France it maintained its popularity with the people.

But in spite of widespread popularity, tennis

continued to preserve an appeal for royalty and

nobility which lends a touch of glamour to its

history. Louis X, surnamed the "Quarreler" be-

cause of his unpleasant disposition, who reigned
for two brief and unimportant years, is usually

omitted from the pages of history books, but his

name has come down to tennis fans full of inter-

Vl
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fst because his enthusiasm for the game exceeded

ris wisdom, and he died from a cold which he

pught while playing.

In the reign of Charles V, all of the great

jobles of the realm played constantly for huge

takes, and when they lost their fortunes they put

Ip their costly clothing rather than give up the

;ame. Their embarrassment was rendered doubly

j.cute by a law which forbad court gallants playing

p their shirts. A similar law passed by the

Church Council of Sens forbad monks playing in

heir shirts and in public.

; In the days of Henry II, skillful as were the

[reat nobles, the King far outshone them, and his-

]pry records that if the King had forgotten his

>osition sufficiently to enter the general champion-

jhip matches, he might well have won. His

lather, Francis I, who matched his pomp and

iplendor against Henry VIII on the Field of the

floth of Gold, also played tennis in his less, spec-

acular moments, as did his tragically weak grand-

jon, Charles IX, and his noble and daring suc-

essor, Henry of Navarre.

j

Louis XIV, "The Grand Monarch," whose

jourt
was the most magnificent of all Europe,

eigned to play the game which his predecessors

jad
so enjoyed, but in tennis as in all other ac-

ivities of the King, the ceremony attending a

jame was so elaborate that the actual play be-

hme unimportant. His Majesty had his private

burt, he had a carefully coached court dignitary

"ho presided over the game, and he had a special

ickey who handed him his racket. When things

jime to such a pass that the King could not even

jck up his own racket, tennis was doomed to

ecadence in France. It became a mild and in-

pid pastime rather than a vigorous trial of speed
id skill, and consequently steadily lost in popu-

rity. Royalty had ruined it.

The Sport of the Tudors

Back in the days of Louis XIV's sporting an-

>stors, Francis I and Henry
'i, tennis had traveled to

ngland, and there the Tu-
Drs eagerly took it up.

. :enry VII, the first of the

udors, was a miserly man,
't he recorded again and

Jain in his account books

avy losses in tennis. His

mous son, Henry VIII,

ayed from his early youth

"In France tennis developed such popu-

larity that courts were built all over

Paris, laws were passed permitting citi-

zens to play only on Sunday so that

the rest of the week they would attend

to their honest labors, and the King,

due to widespread complaints from his

good people about the poor quality of

their tennis balls, was forced to issue

an order that all balls should be made
of the best material obtainable."

until his portly figure would no longer permit,

and always bet heavily. Certain of his courtiers

with an eye to business brought some skillful

Frenchmen and Lombards into court to play with

the King. Henry lost consistently for a while,

and his courtiers, betting against him, lined their

pockets with gold, but he discovered the plot at

last, and in righteous anger dismissed the foreign

players and the crafty courtiers together.

Today at Hampden Court in London there still

stands the tennis court which Henry VIII built

in 1529. Though used even today, it is yet peopled

by the ghosts of the past, for Henry played there

himself, Elizabeth the Queen watched many
matches from the luxuriously fitted gallery, the

martyred Charles I, and his son, the "Merrie

Monarch," used the court often, and Albert, hus-

band of Queen Victoria, habitually frequented the

historic old place.

A Revival of Interest

In England in the eighteenth century, as in

France, tennis declined in interest, only to be re-

vived in 1874 by a meeting of enthusiasts at

Londs' Cricket Grounds. They revised the scor-

ing, changed from rubber balls to flannel covered

ones, and developed the shape of the court from

the sort of hour glass which they then used to the

rectangle we play on today.

Tennis Comes to America

That same year tennis was first introduced into

America by way of Boston. Six years later the

first open tournament was held, and in 1881 the

U. S. National Lawn Tennis Association was

formed.

The game has gone far since the days when

players achieved commendation for "passing a

ball backward and forward eighty-three times be-

fore grounding it," when men wore long tight

trousers and high stiff collars on the court, and

women appeared for their game in broad brimmed

hats, corsets and voluminous

skirts, instead of shorts.

New faces, new figures

Tilden, Cochet, Vines, Perry,

Suzanne Lenglen, Helen
Wills Moody, Helen Jacobs
have constantly flitted

across the tennis hprizon.

Every season new players ap-

pear, each with an individual

(Continued on page 509)



A Plan for a Chamber Music Society

AFEW OF us have at various

times during the past few

months been talking over

our interests in cham-

ber music playing. Out

of our talking has

grown a plan for a

chamber music society

which I have been ask-

ed to present to you.

This plan, be it under-

stood, has grown di-

rectly out of our en-

thusiasm for chamber

music playing itself.

(No one wishes mere-

ly to exercise his or-

ganizing ability or to

be a president or to

gain prestige or mate-

rial profit of any kind. )

Purposes
One purpose in this

plan is to make it possible to have every now and

then such a gathering as we have this evening for

musical enjoyment, a sharing of enthusiasms, for

further inspiration and enlightenment and for fel-

lowship. While this is not the first or even most

important purpose we discussed, I will describe it

first because we are in a measure carrying it out

this evening. The things we have thought of as

happening at such a gathering are as follows :

i. One or more specially practiced groups to

play

The music they are to play should include some

compositions generally unfamiliar, as well as some

well-known works, all of it, of course, excellent

and very enjoyably done. The less familiar music

played in a year's gatherings would include some

fine works by old masters such as Corelli, Purcell,

Vivaldi and the still older and wonderfully in-

spired Frescobaldi, but also new works, especially

some by our American composers. It could, inci-

dentally, be a fine sort of stimulation to our com-

posers to know that such a way is being used to

introduce new chamber music to many amateur

players. Thus the members of the society would

have a ready and delightful means of being intro-

duced to more music worthy of their interest and
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By A. D. ZANZIG
National Recreation Association

The plan is given here exactly as it was present-
ed by a group of fifteen amateurs including two.

recently graduated from a high school orchestra,

four professional musicians interested and experi-
enced in chamber music playing, the director of

music in the public schools, a university official

who is expert in matters of administration, and
the music chairman of a recreation commission.

The chairman of the meeting was a distin-

guished scientist and amateur chamber music

player, and the secretary was a professional mu-
sician. The meeting was started with the playing
of two movements from a String Quartet by a

group comprised of two students and two high
school graduates, and it was closed with the play-

ing of a short Vivaldi Suite for two violins and piano

played by adult amateurs, followed by a Mozart

Quartet played by the first group mentioned.

playing. We assume that one

the main interests of a chamber

music lover is to explore more

of it.

When appropriate,

there could be some

brief informal talk

about the music in

which, among other

things, matters of

style and phrasing and

also especially lovely

or otherwise interest-

ing features in the

music could be brought

to attention and dem-

onstrated. The music

to be played by the

specially practiced

groups could be an-

nounced in advance so

that members wishing

to do so could bring

scores or parts to read as they listen.

There might sometimes also be what can be

called vocal chamber music such as the madrigals

and other contrapuntal choral music of the i6th

and 1 7th centuries, or later chamber choral works

with instruments Bach Extended Chorals and

the Cantatas, Pergoleci's Stabat Mater for wom-

en's voices and strings, various works by Hoist

and Vaughan Williams ; also works for vocal solo

with a chamber instrumental group.

2. All members having brought instruments, other;

besides those in the specially practiced groups]
would be given opportunity to play in small group;

playing a well-known quartet or the like, or a les;

familiar work such as those mentioned above, 01

a work requiring unusual instrumentation like <

sextet, septet or octet, some of which would cal

for one or more woodwind instruments as well a:

strings.

A committee in charge of the whole progran

might choose beforehand some or all of the menu

bers who are to be invited to play in a small grouj

on a certain evening, thus ensuring a good match

ing of players for the music chosen, and a rota

tion of opportunity. This committee would see
!;.
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\:t also that enough simple but substantial music is

chosen from time to time to provide opportunity

also for less advanced players.

3. A work for a larger number would also be

played, in which many, perhaps all, of the members

icould take part. Examples of such works are the

Bach, Handel and Purcell Suites for String Or-

chestra, Concert! Grossi by various composers,
Mozart's Eine Kleine Nachtmusik, Sinfonias

(from the Bach Cantatas, Hoist's St. Paul Suite

(and other old and modern works for chamber

'orchestra.

4. A brief talk related to chamber music, or in-

formal demonstrations of musicianly phrasing or fig-

uring given by a masterly player

5. Occasionally a reception to a great quartet or

jother professional chamber music group when it is

jin the city, or even to a great soloist

At such a reception there would be some play-

ling by the honored guests if the conditions for it

(were in every way appropriate.

6. Sociability, including simple refreshments

A second purpose we discussed is to provide
what might be called an "Amateurs' Exchange"
through which a member or incomplete group of

members wishing to play might find the addi-

tional players needed. A trio or quartet wishing
to play music for a quintet, sextet or larger group
might likewise be served.

This purpose could be carried o,ut through

maintaining an annotated list of players who are

interested in it, and also incidentally through ac-

jquaintanceship
and arrangements made by players

[themselves at the society gatherings.
A third purpose is to aid in making the printed

music available.

The society itself might build up a loan library
of its own, doing so through donations or ex-

tended loans of music or through funds to pur-
chase music. Arrangements might also be made
!for a special edition for the chamber music society

|

of certain works such as were mentioned earlier,

;that are not now in common use. These arrange-
ments would provide for purchase of any of

these works by any member 1

at the cost of pub-

lishing them, though outsiders would have to pay
for them at a rate giving profit to editor and pub-
lisher. If the public library or other agency has

any good ensemble music to loan, a list of it might
be kept by the society for the convenience of the

members.

A fourth purpose is to aid in the procuring of

good coaching where it is desired.

A love of playing chamber music leads natur-

ally to a wish to play it better and to enlarge one's

experience of such music. An excellent player

who can help carry out this wish, doing so in the

amateur spirit, is very welcome indeed where that

love exists. For example, a two-weeks school of

chamber music held in Bangor, Wales, this sum-

mer was attended by thirty-nine amateur quar-

tets, every one of which had forty-five minutes of

expert coaching every day. The rest of the time

was spent in private practice. The evenings were

devoted to concerts by the Menges Quartet for the

delight and inspiration of the amateurs and their

tutors. This school has been held each summer
for nine years with ever-increasing popularity.

A selected list could be kept of players capable

of coaching amateur chamber music groups. These

players might be professionals, advanced students

or advanced amateurs. Ideas as to most desirable

ways of coaching could be shared with these play-

ers, and the cost of their service would probably
be low because of their interest in the character

and purposes of the society and because of the

society's service in helping to arrange for their

engagements.
Another purpose is to have available, if pos-

sible, for members' use, a number of violas and

perhaps some other instruments not commonly
owned but often much needed. There might also

be need for help in finding suitable places to "re-

hearse," such as in community centers, settle-

ments and churches, for groups not wishing to

play in their homes.

For What People?

The people, all amateurs, whom we have

thought of as being served by these purposes are,

first, persons who already play in chamber music

groups; secondly, persons who play in orchestras

but have not been playing in any chamber music

group, Chough they would be interested in doing
so in addition to playing in the orchestra; and

thirdly, persons who at some time have learned to

play an orchestral instrument well but because of

preoccupations with other affairs or else lack of

suitable opportunity are now not playing. Among
those last mentioned there are likely to be many
young graduates of high school or college orches-

tras, graduates of music schools, and young men
and women who studied with private teachers.

Some of them and other interested people, though
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unable to play chamber music, would be happy to

play simple ensemble music such as the slower

sections of Suites by Handel, Purcell and others,

and the slower madrigals, Bach chorales and other

choral music "apt for viols" as the Elizabethan

choral composers used to say. Through this

music and individual practice the less advanced

players could soon grow into playing real chamber

music also.

We feel that the phenomenal increase in the

number of young people playing substantial music

in school and college orchestras offers opportunity

for a development of amateur musicianship in

homes and elsewhere out of schools that, besides

its deep satisfactions to those who play, would do

more for musical culture in our country than any-

thing else could do. It is commonly assumed by
these young people and by most other people that

the only way to provide continued opportunity
for them is through an orchestra. And such pro-
vision can, of course, be of great value. But there

may be great difficulty in securing a capable con-

ductor suited to all, and also in obtaining a prop-
er balance of instruments and combinable levels

of skill among those who want to play. More-

over, because of the size of an orchestra and its

need to give public performances, the members
often have to undergo pressures and constraints

from outside themselves, and to bear also the risk

of disbandment because of failure to get adequate
or worthy audiences. The small fellowship of real

amateurs is free of these prices and perils of big-
ness. Its pressures toward excellence are likely to

be as strong as those of an orchestra, but they are

from within the players themselves, and so are

deeper and more transforming of the individual

and of the music. In any

ness and sensationalism.

It may be said that in many instances the in-

strumental instruction of the school and college

graduates has not been what is should be, that it

also has of necessity tended strongly toward big-

ness, which, though impressive in its general effect,

may be detrimental to individual development. But

assuming this to be true, though not true in some

schools, there is all the more need to bring about

in the world outside the schools an interest in

playing in the small group with its obvious and

welcome need for excellence on the part of each

individual. If this interest is developed and given

standing outside of schools there is every likeli-

hood that, under present conditions in the schools,

it will find its way into more of them. There

might well be a junior chamber music society in a

school, or players in school chamber music groups

might be given junior membership in the outside

society, the community's fellowship of such

players.

We have thought that by far the largest propor-

tion of the interested people would be string play-

ers, but there would also be pianists and perhaps

harpists and there could well be woodwind and

horn players also. And their maj.or interest would

be in playing in their own respective groups at

home. The gatherings, such as the one of this

evening, would occur only seldom, and the mem-

bers would be under no obligation whatever to

attend them.

We would reach players, to invite their inter-

est, through acquaintanceship, through the lead-

ers or other officials of amateur orchestras, and

through the cooperation of high school, college

and music school officials.

Are You Interested?

event, it is chamber

music that we are at

present most enthusias-

tic about, and so we
would like to see what

could be done through

providing attractive op-

portunity to play such

music. A chamber mu-
sic society could give to

this ideal pursuit the

happy standing, the

prestige, which we be-

lieve it needs in the

midst of the prevailing

tendency toward big-

SOME OUTCOMES OF THE MEETING

Progress has been made in putting the plan into

effect. The room in which the first meeting was

held, a moderate sized art gallery in a building
owned and used by a private art organization, will

be available without charge for future occasional

meetings of the society. One of the amateurs and
two of the professionals who own large libraries of

chamber music have offered to put much of it in

responsible charge of the society to be available

for loan to students. The music chairman had of-

fered aid in secretarial work, and free use of of-

fice space has come from the university official

and the Recreation Commission. A steering com-
mittee of seven was appointed and a date was set

for the next meeting, at which there will again be
music, the committee will report, and the project
will very likely be set into organized motion.

Now you have heard

the purposes. We have

a plan for carrying
them out, but before

presenting it we would

like to know what you

think of the idea of hav-

ing a chamber music

society and of these pur-

poses that have led us:

to think it a good idea.

Unless a goodly num-

ber of amateur musi-

cians would welcome
such services as we have

mentioned, and prize
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.them for others as well as for themselves, there

would be no warrant for going further with the

iplan.
And the attitude of each of us who is here

this evening would be an important indication of

the amount of interest we are likely to find among
other amateurs.

What do you think of the idea in general, of

having a chamber music club or society? (Discus-

sion is invited.)

If you think well of the idea, let us now con-

sider each purpose in turn and what would be

needed to carry it out. Then we shall be ready

either to consider a definite plan and definite next

| steps for giving reality to our ideas, or to decide

that, as least so far as the present gathering is

concerned, we have already gone far enough. In

either case we will have had a pleasant evening of

music and can go home in a pleasant mood.

There should also be various committees to per-

form such specific functions as we came upon in

the chart, the chairman of each of these to be a

member of the executive committee. But no com-

mittee should be appointed until it is really need-

ed. That is all that is needed for organization.

I suggest that the present chairman be asked

to appoint a steering committee to go over the

whole plan still more carefully, to determine for it

some such simple form of organization as has

been suggested and to consider what other espe-

cially capable persons might later also give special

help to make the project successful. It should also

gather information and conceive ideas as to as

many of the following items as are regarded nec-

essary in the beginning: the reaching of more

players, raising funds, securing coaches and music

and instruments, office space and other equipment,

Purpose

Gatherings and

Programs

Purposes and Needs

Material Needed Help Needed

Suitable place Committee to choose

File and cards

Printed notices

Stationery

Typewriter
Desk
Postage
Office space

Telephone

Secretarial help

Program committee
Talks and demonstrations

by masters

Amateurs' Exchange

Library

: Coaching

Instruments

; Reaching More Players

Direction and Control

Binders and labels

Printed statement

Secretarial

Secretarial

Committee to choose

Committee to choose

Secretarial

Secretarial

Someone to present

plan to groups
Executive committee
Executive secretary or

the chairman of
Executive Committee

Treasurer

Expense Items

Rent
Part-time secretary
File and cards

Printing

Stationery

Typewriter
Desk
Postage
Rent

Telephone

Music purchases
Binders and labels

Printing
Postage
Part-time salary for

executive secretary

Definite Planning If Warranted

What suggestions have you for supplying any
of the expense items without cost? (Secretary to

list suggestions.)

Which of the expense items could we do with-

out, at least in the beginning?

\Vhat suggestions have you for getting money

carry the cost of the remaining expense items?

Now, it seems, a plan of organization for our

purposes is already clearly implied in the chart of

purposes and needs that we have made and dis-

cussed. There should be an executive committee

of which the chairman might be presiding officer

at meetings. This committee should have a vice-

chairman also, and a secretary and a treasurer.

and last but not least, a good secretary. A modest

and simple beginning nurtured by real enthusiasm

for the playing and fellowship will likely lead to

larger, better and more lasting growth than a big

one hard to manage.
I suggest also that another such meeting as we

have had this evening be held soon, at which the

steering committee will report and be ready to set

the project in motion. The time for that meeting,

and if possible the place, should be determined this

evening. A program committee to make that meet-

ing as interesting and worth while as possible

should also be appointed either within or outside

the steering committee, but if outside, the chair-

man of it should also be a member of that

committee.



A New Community Center for Negro Citizens

FOR
MANY YEARS Greensboro's

Negro population has felt

the need for a community center building

where recitals and winter and indoor recreational

activities could be held and where the members

of the community might meet for fellowship and

discussions of community needs. Public school

buildings and college gymnasiums were helping to

meet the need but facilities were inadequate.

Two years ago the Greensboro Recreation Com-

mission, of which Daniel Neal is director, the city

manager, the Reverend R. T. Weatherby, civic

leader, and engineers and workers of WPA be-

gan planning for a new recreation center. Funds

were provided by the city and WPA for the build-

ing which cost $60,000.

Last August the building and swimming pool
were completed. There were opening dayjcere-
monies and celebrations which included dedica-

tory exercises, a water exhibition^ and a inspec-

tion of the new plant. Thousands of people at-

tended, including city, school and WPA officials,

community leaders and members of the com-

munity. The new center was named the Windsor

Community Center and Pool in memory of the

late William Windsor, who in years gone by had

worked indefatigably to provide wholesome rec-

reation facilities and activities for the city. It was
a momentous day for Greensboro. At last the

Negroes of the Gate City had seen their dreams
come true!

The Summer Swimming Program
The center began its brief summer program of

activities, which lasted only 24 days, with swim-

ming and water activities in the beautiful, spa-
cious pool, opening with a gala swimming and

diving exhibition at night when 2,000- people

gathered under the gleaming flood lights to see

the spectacle. The pool, which is 100 feet wide arid"

1/5 feet long with a depth of from 2 to 11

feet, is well equipped with diving boards and

towers, niters, pumps, a

chlorinator and a draining

system. The basket room con-

tains 1,000 hangers to a-
commodate as many bathers

in a day. In planning for

dressing rooms a partition

By HARRY K. PARKER

"
:edly

Mr. Pa'rker, the director of recreation

ofcthe Negro Division, Recreation Com-
mission, Greensboro, North Carolina,
tells how a dream of many years at last

came true in the recent opening of the

Windsor Community Center for Negroes.
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was set up in the center of the

auditorium of the building divid-

ing the floor into two parts, one for use as dress-
,

ing rooms for women, the other for men. Cocoa ;

matting was laid on the floors. As the men's and

women's shower rooms and lavatories have con-

venient openings to the auditorium on the re-

spective sides, this use of the floor space proved

exceedingly practical and satisfactory.

The staff personnel of the swimming pool num-

bered twenty volunteer and regular workers, in-

cluding four Red Cross life guards, cashier, locker

room attendants, inspectors of bathers, a director

and an assistant. A total of 5,000 bathers and

16,000 visitors attended the pool and grounds

24 days.

The public supported the pool whole-heartec

and it became the talk of the city. A fee of 20

cents for adults and 10 cents for children was

charged bathers, with half price on ladies' day and

boys' day and special rates to groups, clubs and

picnickers. The pool was open from ten in the

morning to ten o'clock at night, the swimming
season concluding on Labor Day with a group of

about 400 people taking a final plunge. Music

sent through amplifiers from a combination phono-

graph and radio in the office added to the delights

of swimming.

Twenty local and near-by churches held pic-

nics and outings on the grounds surrounding the

center which provide tennis and paddle tennis

courts, playgrounds, picnic grounds and baseball

diamonds.

A Rich Indoor Program
With the close of the swimming season, ar-

rangements were made at once for indoor recrea-

tion and civic activities. The partition separating

women's and men's dressing rooms was taken

down, mats were rolled up, and ball and game
courts were marked on the floor. Both club rooms

and office were arranged to accommodate club

activities, handcraf t groups i

and educational classes. A

public mass meeting to in-

troduce the indoor program
of activities to members of>

the community was held at

(Continued on page 509)
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'Don't Double Your Show!"

;AS THE GIANT floodlights

1\ flashed on, they revealed a

spectacle of colorful pag-

eantry when the entrance parade
f Chico's 1936 playground circus started its dig-

nified march. From the opinions of the early

omers who were drafted to help pin up paper
ostumes or smear grease paint on hundreds of

ixcited children in the hub-bub of back stage pre-

>aration, to the unasked for praise of several civic

eaders and the outspoken platitudes of the news-

>aper reporters, the circus was declared an out-

tanding success.

Hundreds of parents traveled home happy and

roud of their performing offspring; countless

lumbers who helped in the dressing or served in

he concessions went home tired but pleased at

jharing the success of a community venture. In

:he traffic delays caused by the attempts of a third

'f the city's population to get home from the cir-

us at the same time, people who had seen nothi-

ng of the color of recreational art before re-

narked at the brilliancy of the costumes made
rom paper and cheese cloth and colored with

alsomine. They drove home amused by the fun
f the acts, pleased that the towns' children could

ake part in such an enterprise. The circus of

By RALPH E. HENSLEY
Superintendent of Recreation

Chico, California

1936 was a success, even in the

balancing of its profit and loss

sheet. In an after-circus party
for the circus director, bigger

and better plans were laid for 1937.

As was the case a year ago, the day of the 1937
circus was sweltering and the evening warm.

Again the cool football turf seemed to refresh the

waiting crowd packed into the grandstand and

the rows and rows of portable bleachers. The
three rings repeated their successes of countless

children in clever acts, as the bigger circus of 1937

got under way. Amazed, a breathless crowd

watched the opening parade a parade that was

longer, more colorful and with more variety than

the previous year. Seventeen acts involving hun-

dreds of lines and actions climaxed themselves in

one grand tableau that rivaled professionalism.

Eight elephants, eight zebras, sixteen horses, as

compared to four elephants, two zebras, and four

horses, show detail changes that characterize the

total changes of the circus. More concessions,

bigger painted back drops, larger side shows, ex-

pansion in every detail a bigger circus this year.

Again at the end of the show people rushed to

congratulate the directors, exclaiming that 'it was

the greatest show ever!
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But we knew better !

It was Too Big !

From those final, frantic moments of getting

everything ready for the opening we knew that

we had made a mistake. Our show was too big!

With mouth full of pins and with needle in hand,

the director looked at the makeup assistant and

her assistants, at the lines of excited, ever-moving

children awaiting their turn to be. made up, and

nodded her head as much as to say, "what in the

world are we going to do with them ?" More help

was needed ; more diplomacy was imperative. The

leaders furnished it! Last minute scurrying for

costume repairs or properties, and hurried searches

for performers through the masses of children

backstage, proved without a doubt that our show

was so big that it was cumbersome L

In '36 we vowed that on top of our success we
would double our show in '37. Ambition nearly

worked us to death ! Doubling the size did more
than double the work. More costumes, more ma-

terials, more equipment, and more instruction

gave the task o'f putting on our doubly-big circus

four times its previous difficulty. Our art leaders

needed child help in the craft classes to paint cos-

tumes; our dramatic leaders needed many of the

same children to work on their routines, and

mothers claimed that we were stealing all the

children's hours. Two leaders would seek the

same piano, and the directors were using every bit

of all their diplomatic powers to keep everybody

happy in the final hours of preparation. Each
leader's teaching load was tripled and consequently
their hours increased; other phases of the regu-
lar playground and community program were

neglected.

Our largest problem came in the middle of our
last month of rehearsals as one of the directors of

dance, dramatics, art and tumbling came to the

circus director for a skit re-write. Something had
to be done for the children who were not skilled

enough to keep up with the routines that the aver-

age youngster could learn. Last minute revision

of acts thrust in many parts that were purely

background sections. It had to be, yet it was dif-

ficult to explain to parents that their children were
unable to learn fast enough to keep up with the

average. It had not dawned on us before that

such a circumstance would arise. It arises in

athletic teams regularly ;
in music classes ;

in dra-

matic classes. But in each of these instances the

poor performer was shoved into the reserve list.

We, on the other hand, were pledged to use all

who wanted to participate !

And Costs Were Doubled

The ballyhoo, news stories, and the three rings

remained the same in their cost as in 1936, but

all other expenses were doubled. To prepare for

a double crowd we had to transport movable

bleacher seats which meant more emergency
labor costs than ever before. The larger equip-

ment meant more time for installation and more

cost. Twice the number of costumes made the

purchase of twice the amount of material neces-

sary. With all the considerable help of the NYA
and WPA much additional labor had to be hired.

As the first rehearsal of our show under the lights

showed us that we would have to have at least

two dress rehearsals, we found our light bilk

tripled over that of last year.

As our show went off, we estimated that oui

cost was slightly more double that of the 193^

show. Our income is made by taking a collectioi

and by. the selling of the concession materials am
side-show attractions; thus we are able to kee]

within our policy of free public recreation. T<

keep our books balancing for our '37 show ,w

would have to gross over twice our last year':

receipts. Approximately one-third of our incor

porated city limit population attended our '3!

show. We dared not hope we could double ou

attendance but we planned to seat and stand one

half the city's adults. We had them too, but w
found no relationship between the collection

taken from one-third the city as compared to one

half the city. The "take" was only slightly abov

that of '36, so we went royally in the hole.

True, though, our taxpaying citizens received

pleasing view of its newest public service, so fror<

that viewpoint we were quite satisfied with ou

double circus. But next year we plan to polis

and cut, using the surplus children in the conce;

sions and side shows, and we will have a bettf

show more efficiently operated, with a profit anj

.loss sheet at the end of the year showing onn

black.

So don't double your show until you have coi!

sidered the scope of your community and pla;i

grounds !

I



A Small Community Achieves Its Goal!

i community of 2,5OO people proves that size

is not the determining factor when it comes

to securing a community recreation program!

By ETHEL BURNS BREED
Chairman, Recreation Committee

Board of Education

Cornwall, New York

WHKN
THE ANNEX was added to the Corn-

wall, New York, High School in 1929, the

voters were promised its use as a com-

imunity center. During the depression there came

an increased demand from young people leaving

school for the opportunity to continue in the eve-

nings the activities they had previously enjoyed

at the school.

The population of the school district is about

[2,500, 800 of whom are voters. From surround-

ing areas about 6,000 people may be drawn upon
ifor center activities. Many, of Scotch or English

prigin, are connected with the carpet mill or with

pther industrial plants. There are six schools,

public and private, five churches, a. hospital, a

(farming area, a sprinkling of professional people,

the characteristic Main Street population, and a

few more or less affluent summer residents. Apart
from a handful of chronic objectors, the people of

the community have a strong social conscious-

,ess, shrewd intelligence and a desire to achieve

:he best possible in community accomplishment.

The First Steps Are Taken

he demand for basketball in the gymnasium

early this year to the appointment of a com-

mittee of the Board of Education to study the

situation. At its May meeting the board approved
the committee's report authorizing a referendum

vote. Letters were sent to each of the fifty-six

organizations in town inviting them to come to a

meeting to discuss the organization of a com-

munity council, and notices were put in the papers.

Everyone interested in community welfare, it was

announced, would be eligible for membership in

the council. To a representative gathering ex-

planation was made of what a community center

would mean, why Cornwall needed it, and the fol-

lowing statement of board policy was made:

"The District Board of Education must main-

tain full legal responsibility for school property
and all that transpires therein or thereon.

"The Board of Education resolutely refuses to

have activities of the Community Center in any
way encroach upon the successful fulfillment of

the regular school program.
"Inasmuch as the school staff of faculty and

building custodians have their working energies

fully occupied by the day-school program, the

duties of the Community Center shall in no way
devolve upon them."

The National Recreation Association helped
with advice and a speaker. One large and several

informal meetings were held, a commencement

speaker talked on the subject, and six seniors

held a panel discussion on their future use of

leisure time. Pamphlets were distributed and a

house-to-house campaign was made.

A successful referendum vote resulted in se-

curing the $2,000 asked for. The referendum

read:

"Shall the District, in order to authorize the

use of the school building, its facilities and equip-
ment for a Community Center, appropriate a sum
not to exceed $2,000 and not less than $1,200 to

cover all expenses incidental to the supervision,

operation and maintenance of same, for as long
as the appropriation lasts?"

With the vote successfully accomplished, the

Community Council elected its executive commit-

tee of five members to cooperate with the com-

mittee of the Board of Education. Acting jointly,

they approved the following budget which was
later ratified by the board :

OCTOBER i APRII, i, 1938
Director's salary $ 900.

Building Custodian 390.

Heat, light, etc. 450.

Incidental expenses 260.

$2,000.

(Continued on page 510)
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You Asked for It!

Question : There is an area in one of our parks
that has been set aside for surfacing with con-

crete, apparently for roller skating during the

summer and ice skating during the winter.

Further, we have some idea of putting a tennis

court in the center section during the summer

months which could be removed during the win-

ter, when the entire area would be flooded for ice

skating. Have you available information on some

such project now in operation, the difficulties en-

countered and similar information?
I should also like to receive any data you have

on the success of bituminous tennis courts.

Clarence H. Hoper, City Manager, Alliance,

Nebraska.

Answer: The plan of flooding concrete tennis

courts for ice skating is a practicable one and is

now in operation in many cities. Net posts can be

removed without difficulty 'and since backstops do

not have to be removed when the area is used

only for ice skating and tennis, no particular dif-

ficulties are encountered. Single courts are some-

times flooded, but since a larger area is more de-

sirable for ice skating a battery of two or more

courts is preferable for this combination use.

Where facilities for roller skating are provided

they are usually separate from the tennis court,

the reason for this being that the roller skating

season coincides with the spring and fall tennis

season. Whether or not it is practical to have a

separate area for roller skating depends on the

popularity of this sport and the proximity of the

park or playground to the neighborhood to be

served. In a few cities large wading pools are

used for roller skating in the spring and fall. In

the opinion of recreation authorities when a spe-

cial area is provided for roller skating the circular

track is most satisfactory. In the plan you sug-

gest you are apparently thinking of removing the

tennis backstops when the proposed area is used

for ice skating. This would involve considerable

expense and trouble. If the outside area you plan

to use for roller skating were

large enough it might not be

necessary to remove the back-

stops provided the ice skating

were restricted to the outside

area.
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Are you finding this Question and
Answer page helpful? We want to

remind you that we must have your
assistance if this department is

ro be as valuable as it should be!

Another possible plan might be that described

by the Portland Cement Association which in-

volves a concrete space 112 feet long and 60 feet

wide and may be used for tennis and ice skating.
This is surrounded by a 10 foot strip of grass
and outside this is a concrete strip 14 feet wide
for use as a roller skating rink. If the inside

court is not large enough to serve as an ice skat-

ing rink for the skaters in your community, the

outside rink might also be used although it would
be necessary to provide a curbing, and this would
add considerably to the expense. A copy of this

diagram may be secured from the Portland Ce-

ment Association, 33 West Grand Avenue, Chi-

cago, Illinois, which can supply you with informa-
tion on comparative costs and on technical

features involved.

In recent years there has been a great deal of

experimentation with various types of bituminous

surfacing for tennis courts and other play areas.

While these experiments have not progressed to

the point where it is possible to recommend a

standard type of surfacing, bituminous surfacing
has found increasing favor among recreation ex-

ecutives. The less porous of these surfaces are

suitable for flooding to make an area usable for

both tennis and ice skating.

In a pamphlet entitled "Standard Courts for

Tournament Play," published by the United States

Lawn Tennis Association, 120 Broadway, New
York City, a report is presented of a study made

by that association for its members. The com-
mittee making the study recommended that for

clubs having the financial resources to install andi

maintain them the first choice for a court for

standard court play would be a patented, quick

drying court. Some of the courts of this naturei

are En-Tout-Cas, Har-Tru and Rubico. The sec-<

ond choice would be good clay. For clubs desir-i

ing to eliminate upkeep, maintenance and grounds-)
men expense the first choice would be an asphalt-

composition court such as the La-Kold courts

built by the American Bitumuls Company and the

Cork-Turf type of courts

built by the Cork-Colprovia

Company. This same recom-Jj

mendation was made for col-

leges, universities and high

schools. (Continued on page 5iffl\j|j
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Venetian Nights in

Oklahoma City

OKLAHOMA City's

first annual "Vene-
tian Nights" was a

beautiful spectacle.
Over 740 children from twenty park playgrounds,

^ach with a homemade lantern, took part in the

(serpentine line of march. The smaller children

inarched on the sandy beach accompanied by ac-

|ordion
music ; the older boys and girls waded in

fhe shallow water, while twenty had boats and
lloats maneuvering in the deep water.

ground activities. The broadcasts were well re-

ceived and, needless to say, the children thorough-
ly enjoyed the opportunity of speaking before a

microphone. Each time a radio program was
given, a supervisor from the central recreation of-

fice was present, assisting the play leader and
radio man. There was no money expense involv-

ed as far as the city was concerned for the radio

people, motivated by civic interest, cooperated

wholeheartedly with the Recreation Commission.

Playgrounds Go
"On the Air"

THE playgrounds of

the Public Recreation

^___ Commission of Cin-

cinnati, Ohio, were

jurned into broadcasting studios two mornings a

veek during the past summer. A mobile unit of

he WSAI Radio Station rolled up to a play-

round, the microphone was set up before an ex-

ited group of children, and different boys and

jirls were interviewed concerning the various ac-

ivities going on at that playground. Some of the

lembers of the Playground Mothers' Club or

ome citizen of the community particularly inter-

sted in that playground were invited "to say a

ew words" about it. The program lasted fifteen

rinutes.

All members of the Playground Mothers'

eague were told about the broadcast so they

light listen in at home, the primary purpose of

ie broadcast being to publicize the various play-

A New Jersey County
Promotes Dancing

SEPTEMBER mark-

ed the close of the sec-

ond season of public

dances conducted
under the auspices of the Essex County, New
Jersey, Park Commission. Last year the dances

were held in Riverbank Park only. They were so

successful, however, that this year they were held

in Independence Park as well as Riverbank, the

concrete area being used as the dance floor. WPA
orchestras provided the music ; children were per-

mitted to dance until dark. The conduct of the

dancers was excellent and no difficulty was ex-

perienced in getting them to adhere to the follow-

ing simple rujes : Men must wear coats, may not

wear hats while dancing; no one may smoke on

the dance area; partners may not separate, swing
each other or otherwise break

; men may not dance

together. It is hoped that next year dances will

be held in still other parks where facilities permit.
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SELECT ORANGES OF QUALITY
Fresh From Our Trees

Christmas Gift Box $1. "Big Basket" $2.50

Order from

DAVID NICHOLS & CO.
Rockmart, Georgia

Preserve the School Sites ! Eight years ago

the Reading, Pennsylvania, School District sold

an abandoned building and site to an individual

for $11,000. The building was torn down but

fourteen large elm trees remained. The site was

located in a district where there was no open

space for a radius of one mile, and the need for a

playground was urgent. In the meantime the

Board of Recreation had started a campaign to

save abandoned school sites. Civic clubs and

newspaper editorials were continually urging that

old school sites should be used as neighborhood

playgrounds. For the past three summers the

Board of Recreation was granted permission by

the owner to use the abandoned school site with-

out abatement of taxes. The playground leader

immediately organized a Parents' Playground As-

sociation which in turn helped arouse interest by

trying to get the city to purchase the site. A pleas-

ing climax of this story came when Mr. William

W. Essick, a public-spirited citizen, saw the need

for a playground and bought the abandoned school

site this spring, deeding the property to the city of

Reading. Not only did Mr. Essick purchase the

property but he repaired the stone wall and built

a chain link fence about the ground.

Archery in Syracuse The Municipal Recre-

ation Commission of Syracuse, New York, has

provided an archery range at lower Onondaga
Park. Smith T. Fowler, Secretary of the Com-
mission writes, "You can readily visualize the

beauty of this play spot. The participation in this

one activity of archery is an indicaton of what

recreaton has meant to the city of Syracuse."

An Archery Contest by Mail Archers of

Blackburn, Lancashire, England, and a team from

Columbus Park, Chicago, Illinois, are conducting
an archery contest by mail. The contest grew out

of the correspondence between Harry McEvoy,
Jr., editor of a book on the history and technique
of archery, and Harry Kellett, director of the

Blackburn Community House, who wrote Mr.

McEvoy telling him how much he had enjoyed

the book and reporting on the progress of his

English team. In addition to archery scores, pub-

licity, scores and pictures of teams will be ex-

changed as tournaments open in golf, checkers,

bowling on the green, and free throw contests in

basketball. If the Blackburn Community House

wishes it samples of handicraft will also be ex-

changed.

A New President for the National Playing
Fields Association From the inauguration of

the National Playing Fields Association in 1925

until his accession to the throne, His Majesty the

King had, as Duke of York, acted as its presi-

dent. His Majesty, according to a recent issue of

Playing Fields, has consented to become a patron

of the association. At the annual general meet-

ing Lord Derby was made president.

Physical Training in Great Britain The

Great Britain Physical Training Act, about which

information has appeared in previous issues of

RECREATION, came into operation on July 13. Thf

substantial effect of the new 1937 act, according

to School and Society for September 4th, is tc

extend the existing powers of providing commu

nity centers to carry into adolescent and adult lift

the social and physical training which plays sucl

an important part in modern elementary, second

ary and technical schools. Under the act loca

authorities are now empowered to provide ana

equip holiday camps.

Where the "Cops" Are Friends. The chil

dren using the Union County Park System play

grounds and parks of Union County, New Jer

sey, do not greet a man in a park policeman's unii

form with the all too-often-heard cry, "Cheese
it]

the Cops !" and run pell mell for cover. The pan

policemen are their friends, not foes. You can;

help feeling friendly toward a "cop" when h

comes to the playground to show you how fingeii

printing is done, teaches you how to play game:i

talks on nature study, first aid, civic respons

bility and why crime does not pay and takes gre;

interest in your activities and sees to it you ha\

an enjoyable, safe time. For that is the policy c

the Union County Park Police to take a "W
brother" attitude toward the children in the parli

and on the playgrounds.

Gift Spots Dedicated The Cleveland Foui

dation of Cleveland, Ohio, last summer present*
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the city with two well equipped playgrounds. The

larger of the grounds is on property which has

Ibeen leased ; the smaller on city owned land. Five

thousand people were present at the dedication of

the grounds when a program of music, folk danc-

ing and speeches was offered.

Detroit Puts on a Circus All summer long

Detroit playground children made preparations

jfor their twelfth annual circus at Belle Isle. More

;han 1,500 boys and girls took part in this excit-

ing spectacle, and among the performers were

rifty-eight clowns, about 200 acrobats, forty-eight

Egyptians with simitars, forty-eight wooden sol-

diers with rifles, forty-eight Arabians with three

<neeling camels, and 126 Indians with tomahawks.

Ml kinds of1 trained animal acts were on the pro-

gram, together with all the stunts and acts which

supply the thrills for a circus. Mrs. Lottie Mc-

permott Colligan of the Department of Recrea-

ion was chairman of the executive committee in

harge of the circus, of which William Koch was

jrganrzer. The performers for the circus were

ecruited from sixty playgrounds. There were

wily 100 entries in the circus wagon contest spon-
;ored by the Department of Recreation and judged
>y members of the Fisher Craftsmen Guild.

! Extra-Curricular Activities School Activi-

ies, the extra-curricular activity magazine edited

>y Harry C. McKown and published -at Topeka,
Cansas, announces a program of expansion that

rill be of interest to teachers. The magazine,
vhich has heretofore confined itself to the ac-

ivity interests of high schools, will from now on
nclude the elementary school in its scope.

Recreation Proves Its Value The probation
fficer of the Juvenile Court at South Bend, Indi-

na, tells of eight boys brought before the court

had caused $30,000 worth of damage and
ad committed 470 crimes. They were organized
ito-a Rangers' Athletic Club, and in the course
f the next three years only two of them came
ack to the court. These two were reported by
ie club members themselves. One of them
roved to be definitely a mental case.

When it was found that the new Sylvan Ball

'ark in Oklahoma 'City was suffering from mis-

hievous destruction at the hands of the boys and

'rls, arrangements were made with the owner

'hereby a playground supervisor was assigned to

junior leagues in the community in

Hew shall

The Abingdon
Party Book

entertain wu \
'

ETHEL
OWEN

I

quests
LOOK FOR THE ANSWER IN

THE

ABINGDON

PARTY

BOOK

By Ethel Owen

COMMENTS FROM REVIEWERS:
A gold mine for the party giver.
Clever and original, the parties planned can be
given in homes, schools, granges, clubs, churches,
wherever people gather together for a good time.
An invaluable book for every home. There will be
no more dull evenings for the family who owns it.

The book should be on the desk of every recrea-
tional leader.

Illustrated in color and in Black and White
Net, $|.OO

At the Better Bookshops

THE ABINGDON PRESS
NEW YORK CINCINNATI . CHICAGO
150 Fifth Avenue 420 Plum Street 740 Rush Street

which the park was located and to use the ball

park each morning throughout the remainder of

the season. The experiment was a decided success.

Folk Dancing in Washington Square The
Folk Festival Council, in cooperation with the

Department of Parks, New York City, presented

its fourth annual folk dance festival on Labor

Day. .
For two hours gaily costumed dancers rep-

resenting seven nations danced near the fountain

in Washington Square to the delight of an audi-

ence of 2,000 onlookers, who agreed, according

to the New York Times of September 7th, that

the basis for international peace should be dancing.

Recreation and Engineering The late Har-

rison P. Eddy, before his death on June 15, 1937,

had prepared a paper on "The Next Fifty Years"

which was read at a luncheon meeting on June
i6th and later published in the August issue of

Civil Engineering. Harrison P. Eddy had been

President of the American Society of Civil En-
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HOW TO ORGANIZE
AND PROMOTE A
HORSESHOE CLUB

WRITE FOR FREE
BOOKLET

Horseshoe Pitching is a game that appeals

to everyone interested in playgrounds. Get

your free copy of "How to Organize a Horse-

shoe Club" and see how handily the game is

adapted to your requirements.

The Diamond line of Pitching Horseshoes

and accessories includes everything needed

in promoting the game. Ask for catalog and

rule books when you write.

DIAMOND CALK HORSESHOE CO,
4610 Grand Ave.. Duluth. Minn.

gineers. He was optimistic as to the future open

to engineers. He particularly mentioned recrea-

tion as one attractive possibility. He stated that

one of the greatest problems created by recent

changes is what we shall do with our released time

and energy. He thought that the most obvious and

popular solution of the problem seemed to be the

development of recreation and that in the next

fifty years games, sports, hunting, fishing, travel

and a long list of recreational pursuits will be

brought within easy reach of more and more of

the people. He believed that the engineer would

have a very prominent part in providing such op-

portunities; that new machines and inventions

would be used exclusively for recreation; that

great sums would be spent under the technical

direction of the engineer. Mr. Eddy recognized

that the great increase in leisure has raised a

problem as to how training and discipline can be

provided.

A Park for Alliance, Ohio Among the rec-

reational facilities at Alliance, Ohio, is an eleven

acre park given the city by Miss Mabel Hartzel,

a teacher in the city for thirty years. The park,

which adjoins Miss Hartzel's home, was opened

this year after development with WPA labor. It

contains four tennis courts, four softball dia-

monds, a playground, and picnic sites and ovens.

There is a slope on one side which is used as a

coasting hill. The park is called Early Hill, an old

name for the area, and it is much used.

For the Establishment of Vacation School

Camps Governor Lehman of New York State

has signed two bills passed by the 1937 legislature

authorizing the establishment of summer vacation

school camps for children. One authorizes cities

of the state acting through their legislative bodies

to establish camps in spaces provided therefor in

parks adjacent to the cities. "Such camps shall be

used to furnish instruction, recreation and main-

tenance of children of school age and shall be

under the jurisdiction of the Board of Education

of such city." The second bill authorizes the city

of New York acting through the Board of Esti-

mate and Apportionment to establish camps in

spaces provided in parks adjacent to the city under

the jurisdiction and control of the State Council

of Parks. The camps may be under the jurisdic-

tion of such board or department as may bt

designated by the Board of Estimate.

Summer Camping in Interstate Park Sum ;

mer camping in the New York divisions of the

Palisades Interstate Park of New York and Nev;

Jersey broke all records during the 1937 season

in the number of persons enjoying it since camp-

ing was begun in these divisions twenty-five years

ago. Figures compiled by Miss Ruby M. Jolliffe

Superintendent of the Camp Department, show

that there were 80,044 persons in the group camps

including week-enders, in the ten weeks of th<

camping season. This was an increase of abotr>

20 per cent over 1936. Individual campers oc-

cupying fixed tents in the area provided for them

numbered about 7,000. Overnight parties in smal

tents, coming to the park for a Saturday night o:

holiday week-end only, averaged about 150 pe:

week.

A Community Hobby Show The San Fran

cisco, California, Recreation Commission has an

nounced its first community hobby show to be helc

.November I2th to I7th at the Museum of Art

There will be no limit to the classes of exhibits

and no charge for entry of hobby or admission t

the show will be made. The show is to be non

competitive and without awards and of a
purelj

amateur nature.

I
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A City Council to the Rescue! Last sum-

lier the Public Recreation Commission of Cin-

innati, Ohio, conducted seventy-six playgrounds,

ic City Council, states Tarn Deering, Director

Recreation, deserves all credit for the continu-

ice of the playgrounds during the past seven

eeks. Confronted with the longest school vaca-

pn period in decades, totaling fifteen weeks, and

ith the Recreation Commission unable to finance

ore than eight weeks, the Council voted a sup-

icmentary appropriation of $16,000 to maintain

,e playgrounds throughout the entire summer.

The George Washington Monument Park

beautiful plaza at the George Washington Monu-
ent Park, the site of which is a part of the Brook-

n approach to theWilliamsburg Bridge, is the re-

ilt of the work of WPA, New York City. The
ea surrounding the monument has been enclosed

'/ an ornamental cast stone fence 657 feet long,

iside of which has been installed a landscaped

inken garden with an ornamental spray foun-

fn,

drinking fountains, two rest pavilions, and

;t stone fences. Inside the railing and between it

ad the sunken garden is a shrubbery area eight

tet wide filled with ivy and privet. The park is

1st across the street from the La Guardia Play-

round built by CWA, also a part of the bridge
aza. This playground is already seriously over-

iowded, with an average daily attendance of

i,ooo. The newly renovated park will help re-

:ve the congestion, particularly where mothers

ith infants are concerned.

Wading Pools for Indianapolis The Ameri-
n City for May 1937 reports that the City Plan.

ng Commission of Indianapolis is completing a

project which will give the city its twelfth

ading pool. The first of the pools was built

om gravel salvaged from flood prevention proj-
ts and from old pipe-and fittings left over from
.rious other city undertakings. The total cost of

is pool was $210 which represented only the

st of the cement. The pool grew so popular
at a project was submitted to WPA for twelve

Iditional pools. These pools have been so de-

?ned and constructed that they may be used as

; skating grounds during the winter.

An Annual Tree Planting Hike The March
th issue of The Pedometer, published by the

merican Walkers' Association, Cincinnati, Ohio,

>lls of the annual tree planting hike held on April

lust Published!

REDISCOVERING
THE ADOLESCENT
By Hedley S. Dimock This new book by the
co-author of Camping and Character will pro-
vide clues for which thoughtful parents, teach-
ers, and all workers with adolescents will be
grateful. He presents here a measurement of
the growth and social adjustment of 200 boys
over a period of two years. Some of his find-
ings are startlingly in conflict with "what every-
one knows." Cloth, $2.75

CREATIVE
GROUP EDUCATION
By S. R. Slavson This important new book
assumes that sound educational practice is based
upon fundamental interests of personality. The
author follows persistently the idea that good
group work is an extension of good family life.

He describes practical methods for engaging
young people in creative activity and in social
participation. Professor William H. Kilpatrick,
Teachers College, Columbia University, com-
ments: "A real book written by a man of actual
experience and excellent insight. Not only is

the discussion good, but the book is easy to
read. ... I am glad to commend it cordially."

Cloth, $2.50

Through your bookseller or from

ASSOCIATION PRESS
347 Madison Avenue New York

4th, when by agreement with the Park Board, the

American Walkers' Association planted two trees

in Mount Airy Forest. Last year more than

1,000 hikers turned out for this event and formed

a parade, the school band furnishing music and

at the head a police escort. The Park Board fur-

nished speakers, and the Mayor used a silver spade
to plant two birch trees. This was followed by a

picnic supper.

A Recreation Training Course From Janu-

ary 3 to 31, 1938, the School of Education of

New York University will conduct a short course

for recreation superintendents to consider some

of the problems fundamental to the recreation

movement of America. Further information may
be secured from Dr. Jay B. Nash, New York

University, Washington Square, New York City.

Has Dancing Lost Its Popularity? At a

convention of dancing teachers held in New York

City, it was reported that more than 6,000,000

adults and children (about half were children)

are enrolled in dancing schools. Tap dancing far

exceeds all the rest. The public is spending more

than $100,000,000 yearly in dancing lessons.
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Announcing...

The Twenty-Third
Recreation

Congress
Begin now to plan for the Twenty-

Third National Recreation Con-

gress which will be held in Pitts-

burgh, October 3-7, 1938. The

headquarters of the Congress will

be the William Penn Hotel.

Further information regarding the

Congress will be given through

future issues of Recreation. Watch
for announcements!

NATIONAL RECREATION

ASSOCIATION

The Children's Autumn Festival From
October 3oth to November /th, WPA Federal

Project No. I, New York City, conducted what

was known as the Children's Autumn Festival of

Art, Music and Theater. Nine morning and after-

noon performances were staged at a local theater.

The programs included marionette shows, con-

certs, plays, dance programs, Negro music, a Tom
Thumb Revue and comedy acts. There was com-

munity singing at all programs, and a permanent
art exhibit was hung in the theater throughout
the period of the festival.

A Womans Press Book

THE BOOK OF FESTIVALS
Dorothy Gladys Spicer
Foreword by Dr. John H. Finley

A source book for community workers on
the festivals and folkways of thirty-five
nationalities including America.

Comprehensive and authentic data for use
in the celebration of nationality holidays
and holy days and the interpretation of
cultural backgrounds.

THE WOMANS PRESS
600 Lexington Avenue

New York, N. Y.

$3

The Children's Recreation School

(Continued from page 467)

School for a profit, there is usually a good-sizec

surplus that is turned into the general Summei

Session fund.

In addition to many boys and girls from Berke

ley and other bay cities who attend the Children :

Recreation School, parents wno are visiting frorr

various parts of California and from other state

realize the value of this recreational program am

enroll their children, if there are vacancies.

Pin-Hole Camera Clubs

(Continued from page 468)

1

actual cost per participant for films, chemicals an

paper is around twelve cents. This allows or

negative and two or three prints per person. .!

The Eastman Kodak Company has publishe

several bulletins for free distribution on Elemer

tary Photography, Pin-Hole Cameras, and Camet

Club Organization, which are of great help i

organizing this activity.

The Lighted Schoolhouse

(Continued from page 470)

Many of the problems youth is facing today ca

be solved in a small way by giving them oppoi

tunities to meet, play and study in an ideal ei

vironment. The schoolhouse can be made such

place. In many cities in the United States scho

boards and civic recreation departments opera

community centers as part of their program. Th

enables the leisure time of many public and hig

school graduates, as well as adults, to be purpos

ful rather than aimless. The feeling that one

slipping into insecurity will sap self-confidenc

self-respect and ambition. The time that oft(

elapses after graduation until the securing of en

ployment might be salvaged by keeping youi

people mentally alive and occupied. The use

school buildings as community centers will he

in making this time count for the developme

of youth.

The Influence of Rosemount Center Spread

The news of Rosemount Center has spread f

and wide. Halifax, Hamilton, Ottawa,
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id Vancouver have written for information re-

irding the setting up of similar centers. Ottawa

its followed Montreal's lead and now operates a

:ry successful center in the Wellington Street

chool. 19,571 people attended the Rosemount

pter last year, and with backing like this mem-
:rs feel that there is no limit to what can be

one !

The success of Montreal's experiment is in no
nail measure due to its director, Miss Sybil Ross.

i her philosophy probably lies the secret of its

iccess : "Give people an opportunity to visit and

ay together, to help plan and direct their spare-
ne hobbies together, and you create a better

immunity in which to live."

The Barn Dance Returns !

(Continued from page 476)

he Country Dance Book,
'

Beth Tolman and
Ralph Page $2.00
The Countryman Press, Inc., Weston, Vermont.
The title page reads, "The Old-Fashioned Square
Dance, Its History, Lore, Variations and Its

Callers. Complete and Joyful Instructions." In
addition dozens of dances with calls are included.

.andy II. Church Recreation Service, Delaware,
Ohio $2.50
Sections O, P, T and V (each 26-52 pages long)
contain folk games (O), square dances (T), sing-
ing "play-party" games, set running and musical
circle mixers (P), and folk songs (V). These
[units may 'be obtained for 25 cents each.

Id Square Dances of America, T. M. Danlavy and
N. L. Boyd. H. T. Fitzsimons Company,
[Chicago, 111 $ .75

About 50 quadrilles with humorous old-time calls

and directions for each. Suitable music is sug-
jgested for the quadrilles as a group an excel-

lent collection and a very usable one.

urties Musical Mixers and Simple Square
\Dances. National Recreation Association $ .50

There are eight square dances in this collection

with calls, music and steps. The musical mixers
may be used at a barn party, too.

le Play-Party in Indiana by Leah J. Walford $1.00
Published by the Historical Bureau, 140 N. Sen-
ate Avenue, Indianapolis, Indiana.
An excellent collection .of authentic folk songs
and games (many really simple dances) usable
for adults or children in social recreation and

jgame programs.

oof of a Revised Edition of "Good Morning"
'by Mr. and Mrs. Henry Ford $ .15

The Dearborn Publishing Company, Dearborn,
Mich. Conprehensive collection of plain quadril-

les, contra-dances, lancers, minuets, reels, schot-

tisches and round dances. Steps and calls are

given and music for each type.

tip to My Lou. Girl Scouts, Inc $ .10

1 14 W. 49th Street, New York City.

jThis book contains seventeen singing games
j(of the play-party type) seven of which are
American and ten from other countries. Music,
words and directions are given an excellent

^collection.

SAFETY FDR

Supervised Playgrounds

JuSt off the press

A. 28 page pamphlet on safety in

relation to playground administra-

tion and activity programs. Contains

sections on physical conditions; the

of apparatus ; representativeuse

safety programs ; . organization of

patrols and safety clubs, games,
handcraft activities and campaigns.

Price 25 cents

SAFETY EDUCATION

MAGAZINE

provides material for a well-round-

ed safety program based on sea-

sonal hazards. The colored posters,

graded lesson outlines, plays, stor-

ies, informational articles, accident

facts, patrol news items and other

features are prepared by school

people who are experts in the field

of safety teaching.

Subscription - $1.00 a Year

One Park Avenue

New York, N. Y.
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AT THE \\l\M-m ton* ofn*aot

The Square Dance A Social Recreation Aid.

G. H. Harrison $ -2S

In the September, 1937 issue of RECREATION.

Seven square dances with calls, directions, dia-

grams and suggestions for music. These are

very good.

Hiking in Chicago
(Continued from page 478)

hiker, Edward Payson Weston, but we can make

pleasure trips as far as our strength permits and

thus improve our chance of longevity.

Walk in the city or on the land. Perhaps you

prefer the parks or the deep woods of some pre-

serve. It matters not where you go ;
trod on, chin

up, in the sunshine or rain.

Thoreau walked alone. His observations of

nature are unsurpassed. His trips are quoted from

"Walden," in which he says : "Sometimes I ram-

bled to pine groves, standing like temples, or like

fleets at sea, full-rigged, with wavy boughs and

rippling with light, so soft and green and shady

that the druids would have forsaken their oaks to

worship them. Instead of calling on some scholar,

I paid many a visit to particular trees, of kinds

which are rare in this neighborhood, standing far

away in the middle of some pasture, or in the

depths of a wood or swamp, or on a hilltop, such

as the beech which has so neat a bole and beau-

tifully lichen-painted, perfect in all its details."

Thirteen years ago, J. Otis Swift, nature writer

on the old New York World, casually invited his

readers to join him on a hike to near-by Yonkers.

From this short ramble has developed the Yosian

Brotherhood (named after the leader who was

christened Josiah). Today, the Yosians have
fifty

sub-groups which have given recreation and en-

joyment of trips to 110,000 hikers. These groups

have no dues. Initiation consists simply in show-

ing up some Sunday morning at one of the meet-

ing points announced in the newspapers.

The type of club that has a regular schedule

regular membership and paid leadership under ;

recreation department is more stable, and it is

always someone's business to continue in fair 01

foul weather.

Socializing a Social Game
(Continued from page 481)

that are favorable for them to continue in thes

activities. Today, as schools are becoming mor

life-like and young men and women are going ou

equipped to play reasonably well in a variety o

social games, they will demand greater opportuni

ties to continue in these activities. With mor

chances for whole families to enjoy leisure, it be!

comes increasingly important for communities t

remedy the lack of adequate social programs i

community life. The ideal today is to make

greater number of social games more accessibl

to a majority of people, in order to help them al

tain the maximum in health, happiness, an

vitality.

The Outlook for Social Games

The achievements of science have increased th

chances that man will be able to enjoy life

greater number of years. Safety devices and var:|

ous uses of knowledge have been developed ti

guard his life; man wears protective armou

against many dread diseases; techniques ar

known to save his life ; to a certain extent life tc

day can be bought. But although science ;

modern man's greatest friend, yet it can readil

prove to be the extinguisher of man unless ma
learns the science of human relations. One of th

best ways to learn to love your neighbor as you)

self is to learn to play with your neighbor. Wh;j
is needed today is the opportunity to get moi

socializing qualities into social games and to
g<j

more socializing qualities out of them. A nation)

greatest heritage and proudest ability should t

that its people know how to play together a

together. Man has spent much of his genius i

turning himself out of employment; some of tf

genius could well be utilized for his social di

velopment, to the ultimate betterment of tf

human race.
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Felix M. Warburg
"elix M. Warburg, who died in New York on

October 20, 1937, was the first chairman of the

Finance Committee of the National Recreation

Association, then known as the Playground As-

sociation of America. He contributed generously

Lo the work of the Association. He was a friend

i)f Joseph Lee, for so many years president of the

Association, was associated with Joseph Lee on

:ertain Harvard University educational undertak-

ings. Mr. Warburg was one of the pioneers of

i:he play movement in New York City, helping

Lillian D. Wald of Henry Street Settlement in

providing open-air playgrounds for children in

crowded tenement districts.

Magazines and Pamphlets
\ Recently Received Containing Articles \

\ of Interest to the Recreation Worker

I The Future of Municipal Recreation

(Continued from page 483)

terests music, art, dramatics, handcraft, ath-

letics, team games, group games, clubs. Clubs of

Doling people train for good citizenship, respect

for authority, loyalty, obedience to the law. Com-

petitions of all kinds, whether they be Barber

phop Quartet, Hill Billy, dancing or athletic con-

gests arouse interest and enthusiasm and satisfy

he desire of the child and adult to compete with

'iis friend in wholesome, recreational activities. I

also see an awakening on the part of school prin-

^ipals to use adjoining streets, parks, swimming

pools, for their physical training and health edu-

cation work, rather than to make use of poorly

Ventilated gymnasiums and school yards.

A Golden Age for Recreation

There will come within the next ten years, as I

see it, a recreational awakening, a golden age for

ecreation when every neighborhood will demand

facilities, when every city will try to develop its

water front for recreational purposes, when every

school building will be open until 10 P. M., when

philanthropic foundations will provide funds for

Concerts, music and art, when appointments in the

recreational department yes, from the lowest

position to the highest will depend upon merit,

jpon the fitness of the applicant for recreation,

md will not be influenced by politicians or self-

;eeking individuals. The twin problems of play

md leisure gradually will be met and solved. The

opening of additional community activities will

esult in fewer street accidents, less juvenile de-

linquency, happier children and adults, the better

MAGAZINES

Parents' Magazine. October 1937

Family Fun, by Elizabeth King
Childhood Education, September 1937

The Elementary School of Tomorrow, by N. L.

Engelhardt
Old Rags ! Old Paper ! Old Cans for School,
by Miriam Kallen

Child Life, October 1937
A Hallowe'en Party, by Helen Hamilton

The Journal of Health and Physical Education,
October 1937

Festivals in the School Program, by Margaret H.

McGinty
The Nation's Schools, August 1937

Youth Hostels : America, by Justin Cline

Let's Make Activities Active, by Irene Murray
Lansing

The Catholic School Journal, October 1937

Marionettes in the Schools, by Sister Bernard Coleman

Leisure, October 1937

Strip Confetti A Colorful Craft, by Robert E. Dodds
A Party in the Old General Store,

by Clifford Parcher
Home-Made Magic, by Wilton S. Clements

Group Program Building, by Walter L. Stone
Let's Have a Hallowe'en Celebration,

by Elaine Maclntyre
Broomstick Fun and Games for the Party,
by Alice Crowell Hoffman

National Parent-Teacher, October 1937
Hallowe'en The Father's Problem,
by Dr. J. W, F. Davies

American Childhood, November 1937

Spun Paper Pottery, by Erna Sonne
We Made a Toyery, by J. M. Harris

Creating from Discarded Materials,

by Harry W. Blodgett

The Camping Magazine, October 1937

Creative Art in Every Camp Activity,

by Harold Haydon
Let's Get Back to Campcraft, by Eugenia Parker

Child Study, October 1937

The Family Camp, by Ernest G. Osborne

PAMPHLETS

The English Folk Dance Society Fall Program

Modern Trends in Physical Education,

by Marguerite A. Vienne
Book Store, Louisiana State University, Baton

Rouge, La. $.50.

Fifty-fourth Annual Report of the Board of Park Com-
missionersMinneapolis, Minnesota 1936

Report of the Oakland Recreation Department 1936-37

The Silver Aisle The Appalachian Trail in Maine
Published by the Maine Appalachian Trail Club,

Augusta, Maine

Bibliography of Reports by State and Regional Planning

Organizations
National Resources Committee, Washington, D. C.

Second Annual Report, Chicago Park District, 1936
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It's New . . .

It's Different

THE MAGAZINE
FOR THE

ELEMENTARY
TEACHER OF

TODAY

The only monthly magazine devoted to creative ac-

tivity material and ideas for classroom work. Each

issue offers creative project material that may be

correlated with regular studies. Size 9x12 inches.

See this magazine! Introductory offer, one-year sub-

scription, 10 issues, $2.00, regular price $2.50. Three

years for $4.00, a saving of $3.50! Send in your

subscription today!

JUNIOR ARTS and ACTIVITIES
740 RUSH STREET :: :: CHICAGO, ILL.

Swimming Pool Data and

Reference Annual

(1937 Edition. Vol. V)

$3.00 Prepaid

192 pages filled with a vast

assortment of informative

material for those interested

in swimming pools in any way.

EARL K. COLLINS, Editor

404 Fourth Avenue New York, N. Y.

Make all checks, money orders, etc.,

payable to Earl K. Collins

use of leisure time and, therefore, better citizen-

ship. Leisure time will be filled with
activity

which will bring to the individual joy, happiness,
health and knowledge. Our citizens will join a

club, get a new hobby, learn to play, meet their

neighbors and make new friends.

Leisure will show a profit.

Summer Honor Reading
(Continued from page 486)

Long Ago and Now

Aulaire, d'. Conquest of the Atlantic.

Blaisdell. Log cabin days.

Borton. Our little Aztec cousin of long ago.

Buck. Stories of early Minnesota.

Paris. Real stories from our history.
Life of the pioneers, the development of the West
the growth of our country.

Haaren and Poland. Famous men of Rome.
Heal. How the world began.

Heard and King. Stories of American pioneers.

Hill. On the trail of Grant and Lee.

Hodgdon. Enchanted past.

Olcott. Wonder tales from China seas.

Tappan. Story of the Greek people.

Tietjens. Boy of the desert.

Stones

Austin. The basket woman.
Indian stories of the California desert.

Carr. Children of the covered wagon.
A story of the old Oregon trail.

Carroll. Alice's adventures in Wonderland.

Coatsworth. Knock at the door.

Darby. Skip-come-a-Lou.
Doone. Nuvat, the brave.

An Eskimo Robinson Crusoe.

Duncan. Adventures of Billy Topsail.

Field. Hitty, her first hundred years.

Newbery prize book 1930.

Grahame. Wind in the willows.

A charming fairy tale of a rat, mole, toad, and badger,
and their adventures on the road.

Kastner. Emil and the detectives.

Kipling. Jungle book.

Lagerlof. The wonderful adventures of Nils.

A mischievous boy who is turned into an elf rides

away on the back of a goose and has real adventures.

Lofting. Story of Dr. Doolittle.

Macdonald. At the back of the North wind.

Meigs. Wind in the chimney.
Patri. Pinocchio in America.

Pyle. Wonder clock.

A wonder tale for each hour of the day.
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uiltz. Sinopah, the Indian boy.

|Swift. Gulliver's travels.

[r. Gulliver tells of his shipwreck at sea, his strange
adventures among the dwarfs and his encounter with
ic giants.

llsie and Swartman. Ship's monkey.
humorous story of Chalu, the monkey from Su-

latra, who proved to be a real mascot.

ing. The wonder smith and his son.

The Procedure

fhen a child has finished reading his chosen

ibook he makes a short written report to his near-

est branch library. After he has completed four

bf the required six books his name goes on the

honor roll with a star for each book read and re-

iported upon. When he has finished the six books

I
he is given a large gold star.

When school opens in September each child

kvho has read six books is given a certificate.

[Three
of these certificates entitle the holder to

pne large certificate. The awarding of the certifi-

cates is usually made an important event.

Results Secured

Through the plan followed in Minneapolis the

[child
learns how to use his public library and cul-

tivates a taste for the right kind of reading. Last

summer Minneapolis children read over 11,000

books from the selected lists.

The plan involves considerable additional work

[for librarians and teachers, but the results secured

'justify the effort.

Some Sports and Their Development
(Continued from page 489)

[style
of play to add to the game, which though

Did, is still in its infancy, and which, though the

sport of royalty in the past, has now become the

great hobby of all sports-loving people.

A New Community Center for

Negro Citizens

(Continued jrom page 494)

;the beginning of the fall activities program. To-

iday every available period between the hours of

10 A. M. and 10 P. M. is used for hobbies, hand-

craft, music, physical, social, dramatic and educa-

tional activities. Committee and club meetings,
civic gatherings and citizenship classes, as well as

programs of a musical and dramatic nature, are

[held
at the center.

| Special events include monthly community
'nights, a choir festival, a public school sing,

Christmas Seals
are here again!

They protect your home
from Tuberculosis

<*>

.

THE penny Christmas seal this

year depicts a jolly and color-

ful town crier. Garbed in his warm

caped cloak of brown and his three

cornered hat, he brings to mind

one of the most popular and an-

cient characters of many lands

the man who went from house to

house in the small towns and vil-

lages to warn of dangers, spread
the news and protect the house-

holders. It is pleasant to recall the

good old customs of our fore-

fathers. In buying and using our

Christmas seals on holiday letters

and packages we may know that

this friendly town crier was chosen

for its subject to symbolize pro-
tection of our homes from tuber-

culosis. The house in the back-

ground on the seal stands for all

homes, and the sturdy old town
crier is ringing in health for 1938.

By purchasing Christmas seals

you are helping to stamp out

tuberculosis.

checker tournaments, community music recitals

and lectures by outstanding speakers. Badmin-

ton, checkers, ping pong, handball, dominoes, and

jig-saw puzzles are to be found on the program.
Recreation clubs for professional workers, girls'

clubs, men's clubs, a mothers' chorus, a com-

munity glee club, sewing, woodwork and flower

making classes, indoor baseball, volley ball and

games are all proving popular. Of special inter-

est is the kindergarten held daily at the center

between the hours of nine and twelve. All chil-

dren under school age are invited to attend and

participate in singing, games, dramatic and hand-

craft activities.
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Special ^Announcement

Character Magazine
and

National Parent Teacher

Magazine

can now be had at the

club rate of

$000
2 Per Year

With CHARACTER MAGAZINE filling a very

great need among teachers and parents

through its stimulating articles on character

development in the home, school and com-

munity

With NATIONAL PARENT TEACHER MAGA-
ZINE the house organ of the great Parent

Teacher Association the greatest folk move-

ment of our time

You have a combination of valuable re-

source material at such a low rate you simply
cannot afford to ignore it.

Take advantage of this opportunity NOW
by filling in the order blank below and mail-

ing to us with your remittance.

CHARACTER MAGAZINE,
5732 Harper Ave., Chicago, III.

Kindly enter my subscription to CHARACTER
MAGAZINE and NATIONAL PARENT TEACHER MAGA-
ZINE each for one year at the club rate of $2.00.

Remittance enclosed.

Name

V*
Position -

""'X'

Addresf

City ... State.

Twenty volunteer workers church workers,
teachers and school and college students are

carrying on the program of activities under the

guidance of the regular staff workers, including
the director, two assistants in women's programs
and in musical activities, and three NYA workers.

Organizations at the Center

Many organizations have sprung into existence

at the new center, including the Community Cen-

ter Council, the Inter-Club Council, a leadership

corps, community music, drama and athletic associ-

ations, and the Negro Recreation Service. Through
this service literature and leaders are provided, and

social, civic, church and educational institutions

needing assistance in their problems are giver

help. Among the organizations with which the

service works are schools, churches, Sunday
Schools, colleges, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts.

Y.M.C.A., hospitals and nurses' homes. All oi

these institutions are working with the center tc

improve the quality of recreation for the Negrc
citizens of Greensboro.

With the recent appointment of a full-time di

rector of recreation for Negroes, the Greensborc

Recreation Commission has taken steps to meef

adequately the need for a city-wide recreatior

program for the colored people of the community

A Small Community Achieves Its Goal
(Continued from page 497)

The center is open from 7 :oo to 1 1 :oo p. M
six days a week. The program includes athletics

dramatics, music discussion and study groups

crafts, photography, dancing and parties to in

elude all ages. If the center proves a success th<

voters will ^n all probability maintain it with i

larger budget. A trained director has been ap.

pointed and everything points to the success o:

the program.

You Asked for It!

(Continued from page 498)

A pamphlet issued by the National Recreatioi

Association entitled "Surfacing Playgroum
Areas" discusses the various surfaces which an

in use and their comparative merits. For a nunii

ber of the different kinds of surfaces used fo

tennis courts detailed specifications are giver:

Copies of the pamphlet are available for 50



JNew Publications in the Leisure Time Field

Handicrafts of the Southern Highlands
J3y Allen H. Eaton. Russell Sage Foundation, New York.

$3.00.

rOR MANY YEARS Mr. Eaton has been assembling ma-

terial on handicrafts in the Southern Highland Dis-

rict and the information brought together in this fas-

inating volume ranges from his early impressions of this

;nountain handicraft to later personal knowledge of in-

h'viduals, families and environment and intensive field

jvork which has included examination of local materials,

processes, products and markets. Data has been gathered

jrom handicraft centers and similar sources of informa-

'ion. The main body of the volume deals almost en-

irely with the handicrafts of the area. Part 3 under the

litle "The Rural Handicraft Movement and the Wider

Use of Handicrafts" treats of the handicraft movement

01 rural America and their potentialities in the fields of

kdult education and of recreation. The book is beauti-

(ully illustrated. There are 112 full page illustrations,

iight of them in color and the remainder in photogra-

,pire, including 58 photographs of mountain life and

ivorkers in the handicrafts made especially for the book

py Doris Ulmann. The volume includes a carefully

[elected bibliography.

How to Make Electric Toys
3y Raymond F. Yates. D. Appleton-Century Company,
1 New York. $2.00.

fNEALiNG WITH a new phase of toy making, the author

p opens up to the young explorer an exciting world of

ndventure in electricity. Mr. Yates concentrates on the

timpler aspects of the science so that even those with lit-

ile knowledge of electricity will have no trouble per-

forming the experiments and making the toys and gad-

jets described. The book is an introduction to the won-

|lers
of electricity and is as entertaining as it is instructive.

Research Memorandum on

Recreation in the Depression
By Jesse F. Steiner. Social Science Research Council,
I 230 Park Avenue, New York. $1.00.

(l"His BULLETIN is one of a series of thirteen studies in

the social aspects of the depression sponsored by the

Social Science Research Council to stimulate the study
! >f depression effects on various social institutions. Dr.

>teiner, who is the author of Americans at Play, has

;reated his subject under the following headings : Recre-

tional Research : Problems, Trends, Sources ; the Recent

Expansion of Leisure
; the Changing Tides of Recrea-

ion; Recreational Facilities Under Governmental Aus-

'ices
; Community Organization for Leisure ; Recreation

As a Business Enterprise, and Recreation Faces the

future. Dr. Steiner emphasizes the importance of recre-

ition in present-day society and urges a wide variety of

'tudies which will contribute more or less directly to a

better knowledge of the whole recreation situation. He

warns, however, that the problem cannot be solved by a

simple presentation of arrays of facts and further sug-

gests that solutions of problems can never be final "since

they arise out of the never-ending process of adjustment
to changing conditions." Recreation workers will be very
much interested in checking Dr. Steiner's observations on

developments in the recreation field during the past few

years with their own experiences.

Information regarding the remaining twelve volumes

of the series may be secured from the Social Science Re-

search Council. The price of each bulletin is $1.00. The
entire set may be secured for $10.00.

Sing
Compiled and edited by David Stevens and Peter W.
Dykema. C. C. Birchard and Company, Boston. $.25.

AAORE THAN 150 favorite standard and popular num-

bers, complete with music and all necessary ac-

companiments, have been brought together in this song
book for school, home and community singing. Special

features include a Gilbert and Sullivan section, a large

list of the less familiar Stephen Foster melodies, and a

number of modern part songs never before available in an

inexpensive collection.

IOOI Christmas Facts and Fancies

By Alfred Carl Hottes. A. T. De La Mare Company,
Inc., New York. $2.50.

MERE is A delightful book prepared with the object of
*
including all interesting Christmas material not al-

ready published in available form. There is "The Story

of Christmas" with legends galore and "Old Wives'

Tales." There are suggestions for decorating the home
and the Christmas tree, for Christmas music and for

making cards. There is information on "foods around

the world," and finally there is a chapter telling how
countries around the world celebrate Christmas. The
book is delightfully illustrated with more than 100 draw-

ings by Lindsay L. Field.

The Nature Guide
Edited by Agnes Kelly Saunders. Commissioners of the

Palisades Park, 141 Worth Street, New York City.

$1.50.

THIS NEW NATURE GUIDE for campers- in the Harriman
'

section of the Palisades Interstate Park of New York
and New Jersey is announced as a primer of fundamental

natural history facts and principles. All of the contri-

butors to the guide have been directors or assistant di-

rectors in the regional museums conducted for a number
of years. Their contributions cover astronomy, insects,

birds, plant life, rocks and minerals, mammals and fish,

and similar subjects. The final chapter of the book is

devoted to a statement of the requirements for museum
emblems of the Interstate Park established by Miss Ruby
Jolliffe, Superintendent of the Camp Department.

511
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Childhood: The Beginning Years and Beyond.

Edited by the Association for Childhood Education.

Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston.

A notable contribution to the literature on childhood

has been made in this series of five books sponsored by
the Association for Childhood Education and prepared

by outstanding authorities. Volume 1 Health: Physi-

cal, Mental, and Emotional, was written by Richard M.
Smith and Douglas A. Thorn. Volume 2 Play. The
Child's Response to Life, is the contribution of Rose Al-

schuler and Christine Heinig. Beautifully illustrated, this

volume will make a strong appeal to every recreation

worker as well as to parents and teachers. The topics

discussed include toys, indoor and outdoor play, birthday

parties, diversions for the sick child, and pets. Activities

are grouped according to the child's age and stage of

development. There are useful working drawings of in-

door and outdoor equipment, and simple pleasures which
the entire family can enjoy together are attractively de-

scribed. The third volume Nature :

The^
Child Goes

Forth, by Bertha Stevens brings to the subject of nature

lore an unusually interesting approach. Some especially

beautiful photographs make this book outstanding. Vol-

ume 4 Stories and Verse, compiled by Mary Lincoln

Morse in collaboration with a number of experts in the

field of children's reading, contains tales that are new,
tales that are old, and verse both old and new. It com-

prises a fascinating selection of children's literature with

some helpful hints to the story-teller. Volume 5 Songs
from Many Lands, compiled by Thomas W. Surette with

musical arrangements by Kathleen Uhler, contains

seventy-five songs for everyday singing in the home.
The entire set of five volumes is available for $19.50,

with discounts offered schools, libraries, parent-teacher
associations and similar groups. All volumes except the

first may be bought separately in quantities of five copies
or multiples thereof.

tion is devoted to magic and includes full directions foi

making the necessary apparatus and performing a num
ber of startling feats. In the third section a lively am
resourceful boy named Tim transports himself into th<

past and has a number of fascinating adventures.

By Florence Nelson, Olis G. Jamison and Raymon<
E. Sparks. McGraw-Hill Book Company, Incor

porated, New York. $.48.

This textbook continues the series begun in Sajet
Through the Year for Intermediate Grades though it ii

no way duplicates the material in the first volume. Th
present book is made up of nine units, sufficient work fo

a complete course for one year. Each unit is complete ii

itself and sufficiently comprehensive to be used inde

pendently of other material. The teacher will find ii

addition to the factual material a variety of activities de

signed to direct the pupil's attention to the safety problen
in his own community. Local happenings may be mad
an important part of the course and the cooperation o
interested citizens solicited. The book contains many sug
gestions for written work of all kinds, including stories

poems, articles and debates.

The Teaching of Swimming, Diving and Water Sports

By Ferd John Lipovetz. Burgess Publishing COIB

pany, Minneapolis, Minnesota. $2.75.
The material' in this mimeographed illustrated book c

practically 150 pages has been divided into five sections

A General Theory and Practice; B The Teaching c

Swimming; C Diving; D Water Sports, and E th

Appendix containing information regarding swimmin
tests, life saving efficiency records and records of variou

kinds, and similar material. It is a compendium of use
ful and practical information which should have vain
for recreation workers and physical directors.

Appraising the Elementary-School
Program Sixteenth Yearbook.

National Education Association, Washington, D. C.

$2.00.
Earlier yearbooks have described specific school activi-

ties, administrative and supervisory policies, curriculum

practices, and methods of teaching. This book deals with
the appraisal of these elements in the school and is

primarily a collection of principles, techniques and de-

vices which have been used or proposed for evaluating
the program in individual schools or school systems.
"How is your school attaining the desirable objectives of

elementary education in a democracy?" "What are these

objectives?" "How shall we determine the degree to

which we are attaining them?" These are some of the

questions which this yearbook helps answer.

Negro Songs of Protest.

Collection by Lawrence Gellert. Carl Fischer, Inc.,

New York. $1.00.
This interesting compilation of songs published under

the sponsorship of the American Music League, 156 Fifth

Avenue, New York City, has been collected from plan-
tations, chain gangs and lumber camps. Reflecting as

they do the daily round of life in the Black Belt, they are,
aside from their musical and literary worth, human docu-
ments embodying the living voice of the otherwise inar-

ticulate resentment against injustice.

Tricks, Toys, and Tim.

By Kreigh Collins. D. Appleton-Century Company,
New York. $2.00.

There are three sections in this intriguing book A
Number of Things to Make ; Magic, and the Time Ma-
chine. The first section describes a number of things any
boy can make, such as a Gloucester fishing schooner, a
fort, a sled ice boat and a gnome show. The second sec-
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A Prayer

Let us thank God for JOSEPH LEE.

For his many years of life among us;

For his unselfish work to help others;

For his devotion to the life of all children;

For his faith that there is joy at the heart of things;

For his assurance that there is good in everyone;

For his persistence in expecting a nobler world;

For his generous purposes which were without guile;

For his delight in simple things;

For his imagination which bridged the gulfs of

circumstance and creed;

For his counting himself no better than others, but

gathering up in himself the better thoughts of many;

For his gentleness which made others feel greater;

For his continuing influence, and the things which

abide with us always

We thank the God of Life and bless His Holy Name.

O God, accept our thanksgiving for our beloved citi-

zen and for all of like spirit, in the name of Thy son,

Jesus Christ, who did lift up the weary and set a little

child in the midst of His disciples.

AMEN.

Prayer offered by Rev. Vivian T. Pomeroy, D. D., at the funeral services

for Joseph Lee at King's Chapel, Boston, on July 30, 1937.
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Extract from "Pilgrim's Progress"

Read by Rev. Vivian T. Pomeroy, D. D.

at the Funeral Services of Joseph Lee

IT
is fitting at this time that there should be added to the words of an-

cient scripture a passage from Bunyan's "Pilgrim's Progress."

"Now I saw in my dream that they went on, and Greatheart

walked before them. The way was narrow and sometimes steep.

"Then he took the little boy by the hand and led him the rest of

the way; and at the hardest places he lifted him and carried him. 'Well,

how do you like being a pilgrim?' he asked, when they had reached the

top. 'Very well, sir, and I thank you/ answered the boy. 'It is like going up
a ladder; but I would rather climb a ladder than fall into a pit.'

"And now, looking up, they saw the House Beautiful not far ahead
of them; and going on with haste, they soon came to the porter's lodge.

Night was already come, and all was dark and silent within. But Great-

heart went up to the gate and knocked loudly. The pilgrims will go in/

said Greatheart, 'but I must return at once to my master/

"Then the little boy took him by the hand and said, 'Oh, sir, won't you
go on with us, and help us? We are so weak, and the way is so rough
and dangerous/

'

'I must obey my Master/ answered Greatheart. 'Tonight I must return

to him. But if he shall afterward bid me be your guide, I will gladly come
and wait on you. And so I bid you adieu/

"And with that he turned and went back through the darkness."
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Joseph Lee
Resolution Adopted by the Board of Directors

of the National Recreation Association

FROM
June 7, 1910 until July 28, 1937, the day of his death, for a period of more than

twenty-seven years, Joseph Lee served as President and leader in the National Recrea-

tion Association.

Previously, on April 12, 1906, when the Association was formed as the Playground
Association of America Joseph Lee had been elected Third Vice President. Later, on May
14, 1909, he was elected First Vice President and served in that capacity until he was elected

President.

Though Joseph Lee had in 1910 been active in the play movement for a score of years

and was then known to many as the "father of the playground movement," he was reluctant

to accept the presidency for he never desired position for himself.

Joseph Lee, once he had accepted the position, dedicated himself and all his great gifts

as leader, thinker, philosopher, educator, scholar, man of vision, statesman, speaker, writer,

practical man of affairs, to the movement. He chose the Association as his major medium

through which to make his contribution to his times. His book "Play in Education" was used

extensively throughout the world and was an outstanding contribution to the movement. He

gave freely of his time in studying major problems in recreation. He was equally ready to

give detailed attention to problems of personnel and administration in the national movement.

He gave generously of his own means and worked steadily in raising money from his friends

for the Association.

The Board members had extra satisfaction in, their meetings because they were associ-

ated with him in his inspired leadership. The staff members did better work because they

felt he understood the difficulties they faced and the significance of their achievements. Local

recreation leaders thought of the whole movement on a higher plane because they knew

that quietly and without seeking anything for himself Joseph Lee was devoting his ability

to the problems of the movement.

The members of the Board of Directors are profoundly grateful that for so many years

they were privileged to follow such a leader. Though the national recreation movement is

clearly larger than any one man or any group of men yet in part the National Recreation

Association is a living monument to the life and work of Joseph Lee.
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The Play Life of Joseph Lee

JOSEPH

LEE wrote of the days when he was

thirteen and a member of a group known as

the "Crowd." First there were a half dozen

boys who always played together. Later girls

were added. The great time was "from the mid-

dle seventies until 1883" when Joseph Lee grad-

uated from Harvard.

Before college days began the "Crowd"

played together nearly every afternoon. "We
danced with each other at dancing school and

had dances of our own every Saturday even-

ing during the winter, at which times there were

apples and cakes for supper."

"Our great game was prisoner's base."

These games continued until Joseph Lee and

two others of the group were in law school.

"Even more exciting and more romantic, with

its wiles and stratagems, its mysteries and far

ranging forays, was Robbers and Policemen."

"Every Saturday afternoon there was a picnic

party at which we played mostly Robbers and

Policemen and key to characters. Many years

later Joseph Lee remembered and wrote of

the wood thrush singing, heard on the way
home. "Best of all were the teanics to the Island

with the pale full moon rising over the ocean

and the row home, singing with all the boats

together. There were pic-

nics also on the Com-
mon."

In winter, the group
went skating or coasting

every afternoon, when

possible. Whenever there

was no chance for out-

door games, the group

played Up Jenkins
and Clumps or the

Geography Game,
with equal vim and sat-

isfaction. In spring and

fall, there was New
High Spy sometimes at

the barn. At all seasons

when in Brookline there

was a Sunday walk to

"I was always rather a leader in games
though not a good player. I did most of

the legislating in hi -spy and prisoner's
base and other juvenile sports and was

captain of two football teams, both of them

marvelously unsuccessful.

"In college I played on the freshmen

eleven, rowed on the sophomore crew, won
a middleweight championship in boxing in

my junior year and lost it in my senior year.

"I have been fond of camping, paddling,

riding, skating on the river, in fact, of

about everything young men and boys do,

only I have not lost my fondness. I still

keep up my skating and canoeing acquain-
tance with the rivers. I suppose dancing
has been my steadiest passion in the ath-

letic line." Joseph Lee in Recreation.

the Great Rock in the woods, with tea afterwc

and with chocolate and the famous cider cake.

Joseph Lee wrote years afterward with very
clear memory of the rows in the moonlight, the

singing, the coasting, even mentioning the dark

passage through the pines and shooting out

at the other side across the little pond. Mr. Lee

particularly remembered the moonlight expe-
ditions through the woods to skate.

Joseph Lee thought that anyone who had not

hung May baskets had missed something out

of life. "On May Day night we boys used to

hang bunches of flowers with poems on the

doors of the different girls, and the girls used
to chase us when we rang the bell."

He also recalled the horizontal ladder in the

old chicken house where members of the group
used to "skip I don't know how many rungs."

While at Harvard Joseph Lee played on his

freshman football team, rowed on the sopho-
more crew, held the middleweight boxing

championship for one year.

Joseph Lee himself listed the play facilities

"enjoyed by the Cabot crowd 1870-1890" as

follows:

One ocean, fitted with islands, fish, boats,

reefs, eel grass and other hazards. Several

beaches, one of them

adapted to prisoner's

base.

A cow pasture and

other play fields.

Winter and summer

woods, climbing trees.

A marsh with a brook

containing trout, naviga-

ble at high tide, good for

jumping with or without

a leaping pole and excel-

lent for making dams.

Ponds to skate on, also

a flooded marsh running

far in among the trees.

The stars, moon and

sunsets appurtenant to

these.
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Coasts, both cross country and in streets

duly furnished with pungs, sleighs and a con-

siderable number of funerals to turn out for.

One theatre.

Pianos and violins.

Several barns with horses, cows, pigs and
the smells appropriate thereto.

Add uncles who acted, sketched, read

Shakespeare and other people aloud, sang
and did other interesting stunts.

And one remarkable and sporting grand-

mother.

Joseph Lee writes of the play leadership he

himself enjoyed:

"My brother, George Lee, did more for me
than any one else, more than I have ever

known any one else to do for another. He

practically undertook my education, giving

me hundreds of boxing lessons and almost

as many in rowing, and doing all he could

to make a man of me a man's man, not a
ladies' man. 'Running after girls,' he said,

'won't get you anywhere.' He was the great-

est teacher I have ever known. Those events,

whether in rowing or boxing, for which he
trained me I won; those in which I trained

myself I lost. He could, as few teachers can,

give you intelligible instruction what to do.

More important, he could see what was going
on inside of you and how your full resources

could be mobilized. And his aim was not the

sport but character. George was my hero and
that of many of us smaller boys, and as a

modern Hercules his exploits justified our

worship."

Joseph Lee always thought of conversation

as a very important form of recreation. It was
so easy for him to talk about "Alice in Wonder-

land," about Jane Austen and about all of the

books that were dear to him. He wrote once of

a three hour conversation in which he dimly

awakened for the first time "to her powers of

keen appreciation and of sustaining her part in

that process of mutual discovery and enhance-

ment which is the essence of conversation." He

mentioned the great quality in any listener, the

speaking countenance "where sympathy runs

before the thought and the face reflects more

than you have said."

So much of Joseph Lee's power in conversa-

tion came from his reading, which he had so

thoroughly digested that it had become a part

of himself and was almost forgotten. On one

occasion Joseph Lee talked back and forth with

a friend for several hours on readings from

Dante, and never had he seemed more com-

pletely to lose himself.

Reading out loud had a very important place
in the Lee household. Joseph Lee mentioned
the delights of having a cold, not too severe,

for the opportunity it gave to be read to out loud

from Trollope and Walter Scott. He writes that

from the time of his marriage "we read over our

two favorite series from Trollope and Miss

Austen's novels as often as we thought decent."

"Mrs. Lee read aloud almost every evening of

our married life to me and to the children."

Often Joseph Lee spoke of the delight which he
had in remembering his father's reading out

loud the plays of Shakespeare.
The whole Lee family at one period used to

bicycle together over the week-ends at Cohas-

set. No one could walk with Joseph Lee back
and forth on the beach of Cohasset and not be
conscious of the extent to which the beauty of

the beach and of the rocks and the ocean had
entered into his very life, though he never ut-

tered a word about it. Rowing, paddling in

canoes have an important part in the Cohasset

picture. Joseph Lee himself sailed as one of the

crew of his brother, George Lee, but he himself

never quite had the real thrill of sailing in full

charge himself.

No one could fully understand Joseph Lee

without knowing the Putnam Camp near Keene

Valley in the Adirondacks. One could sense

the depth of his feeling for the long walks, the

"swishing of the swash," the singing around the

camp fire.

Joseph Lee and his wife, Margaret Cabot Lee,

were much influenced in their own family rec-

reation life by their common knowledge of

Froebel and their delight in him. Both had a

keen intellectual grasp of Froebel's teaching

and brought to it a depth of understanding.

One could not help feeling the richness of the

play life which Joseph Lee and Mrs. Lee opened

up to their children. Joseph Lee, Jr., was man-

aging a canoe and rowing a skiff by himself

at the age of five, and sailing a dory himself

alone at the age of seven, although he was not

allowed by himself out of his depth until he

learned how to swim. The children were en-

couraged to climb trees and ladders, to perform

innumerable stunts in spite of possible risks.

The children too had bicycles as soon as they
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could ride and managed their own expeditions

from the time they were eleven years old. The

house in Boston had a piazza 36' x 12' on the

south side, opening with a French window on

a level out of a little room next to the parlor,

equipped with a sand box and an awning. In

winter snow was piled on the sand box and a

coast for a slide made, the coasting sometimes

ending inside the little room. Mr. and Mrs. Lee

saw to it that their children had the physical

and social surroundings belonging to the full

life of childhood without "waiting until they in-

vented all these things themselves." Mrs. Lee

sang and read to the children for hours every

day and played the mother games and showed

them others and "opened out to them in every

way their whole inheritance from all the gen-

erations of happy childhood and from the child

lore of the race."

Often the whole family walked together in

the evening. Among the books which were read

out loud to the children were Peter Rabbit and
some of his successors, Kingsley's Heroes, Haw-
thorne's Wonder Book, Heidi, Pilgrim's Prog-

ress, Scott, Robin Hood, King Arthur. There

were dramatizations in the parlor in the Boston

home and out of doors at Cohasset in summer.

Each child was exposed to music to see if it

would take. There was strong desire that the

children should grow up to love the country

and country life.

Joseph Lee himself had great pleasure in ob-

serving and noting little things. As he rode

along on the train he would watch just what all

the children were doing in their play. He liked

after Board meetings and committee meetings

in New York City to walk to the train and would

constantly be stopping to observe the play of

the children in the city streets. One could not

soon forget the depth of his satisfaction in ob-

serving what was going on about him. Many
times individuals thought that he was not ob-

serving at all what was going on, when every
detail had been carefully noted and could be

accurately described later and with very great

satisfaction by him. He could draw at will on

his memory of little things enjoyed in the past.

Dr. Charles W. Eliot once referred to the Irish

blood in Joseph Lee which made him always

interesting in anything which he might say. It

seemed just impossible for Joseph Lee to utter

a dull sentence. Even his silences as he walked

with one were somehow interesting.

For many years Joseph Lee never missed a

Recreation Congress. At these Congresses, as

the delegates danced and played together, he

entered whole-heartedly into the fun and no

young man or young woman of 21 had a better

time than he. At one Recreation Congress when
Mr. Lee was about 50 years of age, many of the

delegates themselves tried the physical effi-

ciency tests and Joseph Lee was one of this

number. He "chinned" himself six times, made
a standing broad jump of six feet six inches

and ran a sixty yard dash in eight seconds,

thus qualifying for the second physical effi-

ciency badge.

Throughout life music was most important to

Mr. Lee. He would tell of the long hours of

practicing on the piano two or three hours at a

time. Bad music caused him acute distress.

Joseph Lee and his friends found great satis-

faction in his drawings, in his charcoal sketch-

es and water colors. He was so intense in his

writing that perhaps one could not speak of

writing as a form of recreation in the usually

accepted sense of the word "recreation" but it

was certainly an important part of the expres-

sion of Mr. Lee's life, of his own abundant liv-

ing. Perhaps one reason why Joseph Lee cared

so deeply for the "enduring satisfactions of life

for all men, women and children" is because

he himself lived so richly and so deeply.



"Joseph Lee Loved to Play

JOSEPH

LEE's contribution to

our age has been discussed

from many angles, and yet

there is one aspect of his character that has, it

seems to me, not yet been touched: the fact

that along with having established Playgrounds

for the Childhood of America, becoming a dis-

tinguished and important member of society,

yet he remained a person who, in his middle

age and even in his later years, himself still

loved to play.

Those of us who knew him as an older rela-

tive, or as the father of our friends, had a very-

special feeling about Joseph Lee. We knew he

was a distinguished citizen, the aura of great-

ness always hung about him, but to us his

public achievement did not matter. What mat-

I tered was that here was a Grown-Up who nev-

ertheless loved to come out with us and 'do

i things/ and who 'did things' with a vim and an

, enthusiasm that carried us all along. To us he

I

was an Opener of Gates.

I can see him in a small clearing in the

I

Adirondack forest,
- - <x smooth, green place

j
hedged in with arbor vitae, surrounded by a

group of children, his own and others, danc-

ing "The Farmer in the Dell" or "Roman Sol-

; diers," coats off and pigtails flying. When oth-

I ers would have tired, it was his enthusiasm that

kept on thinking of one tune after another, till

the feet of even the shy ones were happily

thumping the soft, cow-munched turf.

Or I see him stretched full length in the spring

sunshine on the sand, or on his piazza floor at

Cohasset, ready to talk philosophy with any

comer, and this in an age before the sun had

become the fashion, and when many a mem-
ber of his generation disliked picnics because

they necessitated sitting on the ground.

Or I see him, in the early winter, skating joy-

ously on the first black ice on Hammond's

Pond, and later in the winter on the River. Some

bright, clear February morn-

ing one would be called up
by one of his children, told

that "Pa" had decided to

go river-skating, and would

By MARY LEE

Westport, New York

This letter was written to the Boston

Evening Transcript by Mary Lee,

a cousin of Joseph Lee. It is reprinted

by courtesy of the Transcript.

you come, and if you had some-

thing to do, would you please give

it up and come anyway, because

river-skating was important and you couldn't

do it every day in the year, and you gave it

up and you came. You skated ecstatically after

the tall, lank figure, clad like as not in a long,

black city overcoat and derby, but with a stout

rope wound round his waist in case of danger,

Joseph Lee believed in teaching children to do

dangerous things and do them wisely, and

you scrambled up and stocking-footed across

the roads and railroads to avoid the deep,

black, open holes under the bridges.

I see him arrive late in the afternoon at a
winter house-party in New Hampshire, and

right after supper disappear out the door into

the darkness, to be discovered an hour later by
his lazy youngers ardently coasting, all by
himself in the dim moonlight, steering his sled

after the manner of his boyhood by jerking the

runners and plowing the toes of his best Boston

boots into the icy roadway. I can hear him tell-

ing, with the enthusiasm of a boy ten, he was
then over sixty, how he had missed the water-

box at the corner by just one inch the last

time . . .

And in the springtime, there was canoeing.

No idle drifting down stream for him: he always
insisted on paddling upstream from the canoe-

house at South Natick toward that swift water

under the dam near where the Indians were

buried, not to carry mildly across the little field

and over the road into the mill dam, but to get

her under the arches of the bridge and up
through the frothy rapids to the little' island un-

der the dam itself. It always meant pulling off

shoes, rolling up trousers, climbing overboard,

and hauling her up by main force, and we
watched while he waded, with utter forgetful-

ness, among the broken bottles of modern civil-

ization. And when we went on a moonlight

night, he wanted to stay late. And when we
lost the key of our Ford into

the river, he was not an-

noyed.

To us who drove him
about the country in Model
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T. Fords, it seemed he knew the whole of Mas-

sachusetts in terms of trout brooks. "That," he

would shout, almost precipitating himself over

the Ford's side, "must be the brook where

Emery Codman and I,

"
and then would come

a yarn of trout fishing, in a day when trout,

apparently, could be caught in almost any

stream from Brookline to the Berkshires. To us

who drove him, those forgotten brooks, now

rapidly disappearing into drain pipes, those

blossoming swamps now filled with dead auto-

mobiles and tin cans, took on the poetry of the

wilderness that still lingered about them in his

own youth.

For Joseph Lee was an artist of great enthu-

siasm and no little skill. He could paint pic-

tures in words, and he was always trying to

paint pictures with real paints, and never quite

satisfied with his results. I can see him with

his back against some rounded Adirondack

boulder, his khaki hat (he has been known to

start for Washington to preside over a Play-

ground Association Meeting in that same hat)

well down over his brow, palette in hand, keen

eyes squinting eagerly through his glasses at

the shadows, whose colors he could not quite

get. Or I can hear him asking that lunch be put

off for an hour because he was just going out

sketching and he was sure he could not get the

color of that grey stump in just one hour, and

yet he could not bear to miss lunching with

the crowd.

He loved a crowd and the give and take of

minds in conversation. I can see him of an eve-

ning in a great armchair before a log fire, with

young people perching on the chair's arms, or

on the woodbox, or on the hearth below him,

talking eagerly, or sometimes listening to oth-

ers' talk, of 'Shoes and Ships and Sealing

and Cabbages and Kings.'

Once in a while, as by a miracle, there comes

an adult whose spirit bridges the inevitable

chasm between the generations, a person to

whom, even when one is young, one can talk

as an equal and who, even though they have

attained the wisdom of years, treat the young
as though their opinions were worth while. It

was this faculty that Joseph Lee had and that

kept him young while others of his generation,

and of ours, grew old. To those of us who
knew him as we did the great thing was not

that he established Playgrounds but that, hav-

ing established Playgrounds, he nevertheless

still loved to play.

Skating with Joseph Lee

By FRANCIS G. CURTIS, Boston, Massachusetts

DOWN
rivers always with the wind behind us. An uncanny sense about the safe ice.

And the unsafe often on the edge of a rushing stream, black and deep. Then a

pause at noon in a sheltered cove, a "hen-bank" in the sun and out of the wind

starting a fire to cook our steak and talk on all subjects for a good resting spell and then

another stretch of river often interrupted by a cross country walk. We strike another river,

and so down to the neighborhood of a train back home. For instance we have often taken a
train to Concord, got on the Sudbury River as far as Wayland, then walked across country

to the Cochituate Lakes, several of them. Then a walk or trolley to South Natick and then

down the Charles to Dedham or Newton Upper Falls a long but heavenly day.

The train home couldn't be too hot or stuffy for him he would say. Whoever else would

get wet feet or fall on their face in a crack, it was never Joe he flew over all cracks and
hurdles at tremendous speed. Sometimes with his coat held out as a sail marvelous days
of recreation.



Fishing with J. L.

FOR
many years I have

held two days sacred to

old playmates. Holidays

and holydays were these, for they have been

spent with the two finest characters I have

known. To spend even two of the 365 days of

each year with human beings whose quite dif-

ferent characters you sincerely believe are

well-nigh divine, does much to dispel the false

values of human nature received from the head-

lines or from neighborhood gossip. For 30 years

the opening day of the fishing season has been

sacred to J. L. and for 40 years that of the hunt-

ing season to W. P. B. The lives of these men
have been examples so far beyond my reach

that I have felt no need of angels or divinities

to guide me; nor do I wish to associate for

eternity with beings more perfect. No one could

crave a better world than this would be if peo-

pled by such creatures.

To tell the truth, J. L. was no great fisherman,

but he was a splendid companion on fishing

trips. He was not the person to choose for a

fishing trip "to-come-home-and-tell-the-office-

about;" he was no "go getter." Size and quality

meant little to him unless relative to the geo-

graphic surroundings. A half-pound trout in a

public brook within 15 miles of Boston was
more of a prize than a three pounder in Maine.

A bass from Jamaica Pond (within the Boston

City limits) big enough to present to Commis-

sioner Long, was more desirable than a salmon

from some rich friend's preserve. He liked to

fish in public streams or ponds, and to compete
with those boys who had energy enough to

take the same trouble. Had he so chosen, he

might have belonged to the most exclusive fish-

ing clubs, but he believed in holding most of

our ponds and streams as public playgrounds,
and was ready to work for his share of the fish.

He really relished one occasion, when, after he

had whipped a pool for some time with a vari-

ety of flies, a boy with a pole appeared on the

opposite bank. Joe was rather indignant at first

because, breaking all precedent, the boy stood

up in plain sight of every fish in the pool, spoil-

ing all chances of a trout rising to a fly. How-

By E. A. CODMAN, M. D.

Boston, Massachusetts
ever, J. L. accepted the inevi-

table, and conversed with the

interloper across the twenty
feet of water, while the boy's "barn yard
hackle" lay on the bottom. Presently, in spite

of the conversation, the boy pulled in his line

with a ten inch trout attached. It was like Joe

to console himself by saying that at any rate

the trout's appetite had been aroused by his

own flies, even if it preferred the boy's worm.
The fact that this typical example of the classic

tale occurred in a public brook less than fifteen

miles from the state house, and within walking

distance from the trolley, was what impressed
him. Of course, he envied the boy, but enjoyed

the experience; no doubt they both cherished

the memory of it for the rest of their lives. How-

ever, J. L. had no thought of buying the exclu-

sive rights on the brook to prevent further in-

trusion.

I had fished with him for some time before

I could account for a peculiar sound which

came from his direction now and then. A single

sound, like the quack of a duck, if a duck ever

did confine itself to one quack. As we usually

fished a brook by an alternating method, each

passing the other by circling through the woods
or fields, when one reached the point where the

other had started, we were generally near, but

not in sight of one another. Occasionally came
the quack from his direction, the cause of which

I finally saw and heard at the same time. When
rebaiting, he would put the wriggling worm in

the palm of one hand, and give it a sharp blow

with his other palm, making a single quack
with which the worm had little, if anything, to

do, except to be effectually stunned, stop wrig-

gling, and be easily impaled on the hook. Joe's

idea in stunning it was not for his own conven-

ience when impaling it, but wholly on the

worm's account. Surely, this shows his origi-

nality as well as his sympathy for the human,
animal or helminthic under dog. I doubt if any
other fisherman ever used this method, for most

of us want the worm to squirm.

Stopping the wriggling did not seem to abate

the desire of fish to take his bait, nevertheless,
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for it was he who usually caught the big ones.

There is something individual in the way each

fisherman wiggles or does not wiggle his bait,

just as we each have a different handwriting.

Eggs are different when scrambled by different

people. Some people have "hands" with horses

and some do not. Joe could offer a worm to a
trout and make him like it. Whether he kept

the bait still or moved it just enough, we shall

never know, but the big trout (I mean the rela-

tively big trout in the little brooks) "fell for his

line." Perhaps he learned from the small boy,

or perhaps from his experience in raising funds

for good causes, that some fish, like some hu-

mans, do not take chances without viewing the

temptation from all angles before indulging,

particularly those that, in their past, have been
wounded by easy baits, and in consequence
have avoided others long enough to become
rich in size and flavor, or in wealth. Few men
have done as well as he in landing large fish

for good causes. Of our day's catch, my share

was usually the largest in number, but the

"good ones" were usually his. Even my excess

in numbers was not evidence of superior skill,

but of more assiduity, for I seldom stopped fish-

ing, while J. L. would do so very frequently,

and often for most of the day. A sketch book
would appear from his pocket, and rod and
reel be set aside; or he would stretch out

among the ferns and "loaf," as he always
called it. All his intimate friends will recognize

his use of this term. He accomplished more
while "loafing" than most men do by all their

work. In those hours of "loafing" he dreamt,
not only his great dreams, but the plans of how
to make them concrete. It took many hours of

this day dreaming to set in motion, even after

conceiving them, a civic league, a city play-

ground, or an improved immigration law. Not-

withstanding the long list of such ideas of his

that became the spirits of lasting organizations,

there must have been many more which were in

his brain and yet never came to fruition. It is re-

markable that from the many, he had the pa-
tience to stay with certain practical ones until

they became realities, instead of being side-

tracked by fascinating new ones. Often I won-
dered how this gentle fisherman, lying among
the ferns, could have the driving power he pos-
sessed over other men and women. Eventually
I concluded that he was the most charming

"leaner" ever created. Executive ability is not

always an example of energy; in his case it

was the reverse. He had an uncanny power of

selecting people who would like to do the things

he wanted done, and then he would lean on

them in the most helpless way. They would

love to do whatever it was, for his sake, but

he had divined beforehand that they would do

the things because they loved to do them. In

the matter of fishing he leaned heavily on me.

I would remind him of the date when the law

would be off; go to City Hall and get his fishing

license; look him up a few days before the date

to make sure he could find his fishing tackle;

appear for him in my car on the appointed day;

make sure he put in the car rod, reel, flies,

hooks, rubber coat, boots, etc.; plan the lunch

and, in fact, act as a professional guide. In turn

he would pretend that I knew all about fish,

and ask my advice about each part of his

tackle; what flies to use on such a day, al-

though he really knew just as much as I did,

and would probably return with the biggest

trout. All this because he knew that one of my
greatest pleasures was to take him fishing, and

that I would leave no stone unturned to have

my way. He never would have selected me to

help him raise money or to influence a poli-

tician who could do something for the school

committee, but he managed to find other people

whose tastes made them serve him willingly,

almost lovingly, in even these ways. People

who were overburdened with wealth knew that

his philanthropic schemes would be practical,

sound and well planned, and gladly did their

part, enjoying the pleasure it gave him. As with

a big trout, he gave them time to consider the

bait from all angles, but I don't believe they

ever regretted being popped into his basket.

Though an habitual worm fisherman, after

reading Sir Edward Grey's fascinating book on

dry-fly fishing, J. L. was so intrigued that he had

to change all his fishing habits, and learn the

new art. Day after day he would try his flies,

while I saved our reputation at home with a

few trout caught, meanwhile, with worms. His

patience was remarkable and he would stay at

one pool, if he knew there were trout there,

and try one fly after another. Though he never

succeeded in mastering the new art, he did, at

length, arrive at a point where he could occa-

sionally catch a fish and his joy over these was
VI



FISHING WITH J. L 523

a pleasure to witness. He usually took, the open

parts of the brook while I dangled my worms
in the bushy parts. One day in particular

stands out in my memory. There is a certain

brook some twenty miles from Boston, which is

an ideal trout stream, where there is a stretch

of a hundred yards ending at a bridge, in which

the conditions for fly casting are perfect. The

water is from knee to hip in depth, it is from

five to ten feet wide; the banks are masses of

floating brook lime or water forget-me-nots,

which, in late June, are a beautiful blue. More-

over, there are always trout there, although

highly educated ones, for the place is well

known and daily fished by some, and often by

many, anglers. It is just the place for the dry-

fly artist.

I left J. L. at this stretch of water and went

upstream in the bushy part above, telling him

that I would meet him at the bridge below. At

the end of the afternoon I stopped my car at

the bridge, and saw J. L. approaching in mid-

stream, between the banks of forget-me-nots,

with only a few inches of rubber boot above the

water line. He was radiant. He had taken three

"good ones" on his dry flies. "Why!" said he,

"it is just what fishing must be like in the Ely-

sian Fields." So, that part of the stream has had

its name for us ever since. I wish the whole

stream could be preserved forever as a public

playground for anglers, before it becomes the

prey of civilization. The natural conditions of

the terrain through which it flows, from its head

in a number of clear springs, through a sphag-

num bog, now unused, would make this plan

an entirely practical and inexpensive one. At

present, these natural conditions are unspoiled,

and still at the service of the public. It would

be a fitting tribute to J. L. to make a public play-

ground of this natural trout stream. Perhaps

some of those wh'o are obliged to give away,

and who enjoyed being dependent on his ad-

vice as to when and where to give, may now
take the same enjoyment in pleasing them-

selves by doing something which they feel may
please him. I wish my memory of him, as he

waded happily there in the glory of the forget-

me-nots, could be fixed as a statue in a perma-

nent June.

As a rule, our fishing was a matter of a day
at a time, but on several occasions I inveigled

him into long trips. In 1922, I took a vagabond

trailer trip to Florida, and J. L. joined me at

St. Augustine. From there we went across

country, fishing in out-of-the-way lakes and

streams, carrying a portable boat, and camping
along the way, like tramps. He had always en-

joyed camping and for years, with his old

friends, George Morison, Richards Bradley,

Arthur Lyman and Harry Cabot, had made an
annual canoe trip down the Connecticut River.

I have no doubt that they, too, made all the

preparations, and did so gladly.

In Florida we sometimes slept in the trailer

and sometimes on the ground. Occasionally,

we would fish during the day, eat our supper
and then move on until it was dark, and per-

haps, if the spirit moved us and the night was

fine, after dark, until a suitable camping place

appeared. We enjoyed our little adventures,

and seldom, as at home, caught many fish. One
of our most useful utensils was a long-handled

spade such as is used for digging holes. This

implement was required, because, as we avoid-

ed highways, we were continually getting stuck

in either sand or mud and had to dig out. The

car was a 1909 Franklin, at that time twelve

years old; an open one with a folding top. The

little red thing drew a large trailer with a black

top the shape of a butcher's wagon. The out-of-

date machine, with the black object following

it, presented a very odd appearance and at-

tracted much attention when we passed through

towns, which was one of our good reasons for

seeking the by-ways. Sometimes there were no

real roads at all, merely wagon tracks in the

sand. As the whole contraption was of no

value, we daily expected to leave it as junk

by the wayside, and therefore, boldly went

ahead in any kind of tracks and did not worry.

One day, in the sandy interior, we remembered

as "the day of flood, fire, and disgrace." We
traveled through scrub palmetto, and along

confused wagon tracks, and occasionally

across streams without bridges, wondering

whether the water would get in our carburetor,

as it sometimes in fact, did. Mishaps did not

worry J. L. He seemed to enjoy them like a

boy, although he was then approaching sixty.

He appeared to have no fear of men, beasts,

or snakes in the wild places.

On that day, we had hardly started when
we came to a gully through which ran a rather

deep stream. As wagon tracks showed that the
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ford was passable, we decided to try it, though

we dreaded immersion of the carburetor and

doubted our engine's ability to climb the oppo-

site bank. We charged down, splashed through

the stream and barely, but triumphantly, made

the grade and sped on with uncanny power for

several hundred yards before we realized that

our unusual speed was due to the fact that the

trailer was still in midstream. Not long after we
had rescued it, we found ourselves almost sur-

rounded by a sort of prairie fire in the scrub

palmetto, and found we could not retreat. By

pursuing a zig-zag course through burned and

smouldering places, occasionally stopping to

pick our way on foot and using our faithful

shovel to beat out the flames, we slowly ad-

vanced. Once as the shovel was about to de-

scend on a flaming bush, I saw, under the bush,

a coiled rattlesnake and checked the descent

of my implement and instead picked the snake

up on the shovel and carried it over to show to

J. L. To my astonishment it made no effort to

escape, but remained coiled on the shovel with

its head raised as if about to strike, but without

moving in any way. It was like a stuffed snake

in a museum. There was no time for autopsy or

biologic study of the specimen, but we always

regretted that our shovel was so badly needed

as an extinguisher that we had to hurriedly

throw the snake away. I don't know now wheth-

er it was alive and cataleptic, dead and in rigor

mortis, or had been stuffed and thrown away
where it could interest live snakes. It remained

coiled with head erect even when tossed on the

ground! Our best theory was that it had been

striking at the flames when it was overwhelmed

by the heat, and had stiffened in that attitude.

I know it was somewhat charred. Perhaps
someone who reads this article may be able to

tell me whether this is the usual condition of

rattlesnakes which meet death in burning

prairies.

We were pretty well tired out when we at

last beat our way through the burning area and
what with being stuck again and again in the

sand, it was well after dark when we came to

a human habitation, a small town, which had
gone to bed. We stopped on the outskirts and,

quite unrecognizable from soot and sand, at

once rolled up in our blankets beside the trailer,

only to wake in the early morning and find that

we had slept in the gutter beside the road, near

the railroad station of a little village. So J. L.

did once sleep in the gutter and enjoy it. I think

that this was as near disgrace as he ever came,

unless is was on an occasion when a game
warden found him fishing without a license on

Jamaica Pond. He seemed quite alarmed, al-

though he had a license at home. At length,

the game warden took our words for this when

backed by Mr. - - whe presides at the wharf,

and explained who the culprit was, J. L.'s first

reaction was probably a flash of thought which

suggested publicity and the effect this would

have on each of the many organizations in

which he was an important officer. Humor

soon replaced alarm.

I doubt if two fishermen ever caught so few

fish in proportion to days spent in fishing. Much
of our time was consumed in talking about

what we were going to do and other things. To

hear J. L. discuss something was always enter-

taining. The discussion might start on some

trivial matter such as the habit of stunning

angle worms before using them and whether

they suffered more than the fish which were

caught. It would then drift in some more ab-

stract direction as on habit formation, the state

of unconsciousness, or as to whether a baby

suffered when it was crying with all its might.

Whatever the subject, the talk usually sooner

or later led to his expounding Plato's views on

something else. At some time in his life, he must

have deeply studied philosophy and eventually

arrived at the state of equanimity in which he

lived. As his surgeon I have seen him bear

serenely, not only great physical pain, but real

grief not mere sorrow. I never saw him lose

his temper, unless one could consider its equiv-

alent the manifestation of a deep indignation

shown at instances of cruelty, stupidity, selfish-

ness or neglect As a rule he took human nature

as he found it, and even managed to derive

amusement from the mental foibles of others.

On our Florida trip we engaged a cabin motor

boat in which to fish on the west coast. The

skipper, who was a carpenter and not a real

sailor, proved very uncongenial to J. L. 'who

was himself a much better sailor. The man was

surly, rude and a very poor cook. Joe always

alluded to him as "the misanthrope," and kept

us entertained by his carefully whispered com-

ments on what was done or expected to be

done by this individual, with whom we were
\
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obliged to live for our trip of ten days. A condi-

tion which might have been almost unendur-

able was turned into a pleasant and memor-

able one; he saw that it was hopeless to scold

such a person, and he would hurt no one's feel-

ings, at any time.

In discussing the cause of "the misan-

thrope's" chronic grouch, it seemed to my med-

ical mind that it probably had an organic

origin in duodenal ulcer, but J. L. held that it

was almost certainly due to his lack of oppor-

tunity to play during his childhood and, there-

fore, the poor man should be excused. The

community was to blame, not the individual.

It must be admitted that, though superficially

this theory seemed only one of his frequent con-

versational whimsies, it really was broader and

deeper than the medical one. In fact, his book

on "Play" should have its place in our Medical

Schools. He has shown the importance of rec-

reation in normal development, and has studied

and analyzed play as Darwin did species. I do

not feel presumptuous in asking the thoughtful

reader to compare "Play in Education" with

"The Origin of Species," for he will be more

entertained, and nearly as much informed, by
the former.

It was often hard to tell whether Joe's whim-

sical sayings and doings were serious or not;

for instance, he liked to be logical, and to prac-

tice in small matters what he preached. He had

great respect for the law of conservation of

energy and had reasoned it out that most peo-

ple lose energy in heat, instead of conserving

it to be used in pleasurable mental or physical

effort. Logically, this led him to a habit of fre-

quently adding or subtracting his various gar-

ments according to the temperature; not that he

could not endure cold when necessary for his

pleasure, (he loved skating, and kept at it even

in his sixties), but purely because he held it

unreasonable to waste heat. As he preferred

intellectual pleasures, he seldom took exercise

for its own sake, and never over exercised.

Consequently, he never became robust and

muscular, but remained slim and limber even

after he was severity, and could glide through

the woods or a swamp like a snake, or squat,

crumbled up like an Indian, beside a pool to

fish. His patience often reminded me of that of

a heron waiting for his prey to swim within

reach. Whether or not as a result of his theory,

he seemed always to have a reserve of energy
and after a lethargic day would become an
alert and entertaining presiding officer for some

important gathering.

My wife had joined us in Tampa, and we
gave up our vagabond life with the trailer and
averaged up our expenses by living at the good
hotels and enjoying Florida as spendthrifts. On
the east coast we fished along the reefs in the

motor craft of a very different skipper, at whose
skill we marvelled, while he managed his boat

in the surf, which lashed over the reefs where

many kinds of fish really did bite with avidity.

This was a new experience to us and we were

almost ashamed to bring home each day a
load of fish which we could not eat. It was here

J. L. caught the largest fish of his life, though

not a notable one for a Florida fisherman. We
were trolling over the reefs in a rather nasty

surf, which tested the skill of our boatman,
when a forty pound amberjack took J. L.'s bait.

The boat rolled so much that it was almost im-

possible to stand and play a fish, and, if one

held the rail the fish could not be reeled in. Joe

fought until he was exhausted but could not get

the creature near enough to the boat to be

gaffed, in spite of my clinging to the rail with

one arm and helping him keep his feet with

the other. Thoroughly worn out, he at length

turned the rod over to the boatman whose short

sea legs could maintain a balance. Even he

could barely accomplish the feat, while keeping
an eye on his boat as it pounded about

amongst the reefs, with a free tiller. My job was
to gaff the fish when it ranged alongside. This

was not easy, but I succeeded in sinking the

gaff in the fish's side, although, since my body
was more than half over the.gunwale, I could

not possibly pull him aboard, even though Joe

had a firm hold on the seat of my pants. The sit-

uation was made worse by a fit of girlish gig-

gling on the part of all three of us, as well as by
the real danger from the reefs, which occasion-

ally showed their ugly barnacled crests almost

under the boat. In this attitude we remained un-

til the boatman could again leave 'the tiller long

enough to drag both of us with the flopping

monster into the cockpit. On reaching home we
hung the amberjack as a trophy on the hotel

wharf.

As we were finishing dinner that night one

of the waiters came to J. L. saying that there

(Continued on page 582)
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Prophet in Education

TO
call Joseph Lee an

original genius would

be to miss an im-

mensely important point

about him. Nobody could know him, to be sure,

without knowing that he was original; nobody
could read what he wrote without recognizing

that he observed and thought and expressed
himself first-hand and in his own way. There

was nothing second-hand about him, nothing

that was a mere reflection of other people's
ideas. He was as little stereotyped as anybody
could be. He believed in originality, too, and
wanted to cultivate it and make room for it.

He once said to me as I suppose he often said

to others that he believed education could get

more out of one wild-eyed rebel than it could

from a regiment of conformists. Yet he believed

(in system, too, and in organized effort, and in

1 the need of regular and persistent work and of

cooperation, leadership and discipline. He had
far too philosophic a mind, his grasp of fact

was far too comprehensive and clear, to allow

him to rest content with his own flashes of in-

i sight or those of others. He had the amateur

; spirit, but he was never a dilettante: he knew
that no stroke of genius, however brilliant,

would have large consequences unless it could

ibe followed up, implemented, worked over into

other minds, shared, spread, elaborated and

kept going. It was this other side of his nature,

this patience with system and organization, and

willingness to support it, that would be left out

in any account of Joseph Lee that emphasized
only his originality, or indeed in any account

that dealt exclusively with his views on play.

It would be equally misleading to make too

much of his individuality or his individualism.

Or course, he was a striking person, just as a
person; not queer, but full of differences. And
he admired differentness: he used to talk about

liking apple trees because they were unex-

pected and informal. He liked people that had

roughnesses and irregularities in their appear-

ance, manners and ways of doing things. But

[he had a thoroughly social mind and he was
! a thoroughly social person; and if this should

By HENRY W. HOLMES, LL. D.

Dean, Graduate School of Education
Harvard University

seem to be an inconsis-

tency or contradiction, I

am sure it may properly

be regarded as a conflict

fully resolved in the personality and thinking of

Joseph Lee. For he did really want everybody
to be himself, to live his own life, to get all the

flavor out of it, all its thrill and humor and
glory; yet he was no atomist, never a defender

of irresponsibility, nor an exponent or admirer

of unheeding vitality. He valued human togeth-

erness as much as he did human differences.

Much as he admired William James, he was
philosophically more nearly a disciple of Josiah

Royce; which is as much as to say that he re-

sponded eagerly to the emphasis of James on
the plurality, variety and unpredictable "given-

ness" of things but sensed underneath this salti-

ness of experience a unity which pragmatism
and pluralism miss or disregard. I gather this

conclusion partly from a chance remark of his

to the effect that James was after all "an Irish-

man in philosophy," but chiefly from conversa-

tions I had with him about Froebel and the

kindergarten. He saw something permanently
valuable in Froebel's attempt to use symbols
and the gathering of kindergarten youngsters

in a circle as a means of making children emo-

tionally receptive to the unity of the world, not

alone as a social fact or a social goal but also

as a universal fact and a final pattern for all

life. I believe he understood and exemplified

in his own living the ancient philosophical and

religious idea of variety in unity, a conception

which is at once mystical and practical, per-

mitting any amount of emphasis on individual-

ity, and delight in it, without denying the bond

of oneness in the ultimate nature of things or

the community of human existence.

If Joseph Lee had not believed in organized

social effort, he would never have supported

the Harvard Graduate School of Education. The

university training of teachers and school offi-

cers is no vagabond undertaking, nor a one-

man game. Those who knew Mr. Lee as a
writer on play and as President of the National

Recreation Association may be surprised to
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learn that he was deeply interested in training

superintendents of schools at Harvard Univer-

sity; but his close associates in the recreation

movement and any attentive reader of his

writings will recognize that all his interests

were far-reaching. His support of professional

training in education at Harvard was connected

with his work in immigration, in family welfare,

on the School Committee of Boston, on the

Harvard Board of Overseers, and in the play-

ground movement. It was all of a piece. He saw-

things in relation and acted on a wide front.

His method of helping the Harvard School

was characteristic. He quietly gave the school

men and then he left them strictly alone. For

five years he paid my own salary, through the

University, and he was kindness itself to me
and mine; but he never made the slightest at-

tempt to influence my thinking. Later he paid

the salary, also for five years of Professor

George E. Johnson; and I am sure he would

have said that he could not possibly teach

Johnson anything but had learned many im-

portant lessons from him. I do not mean that

Mr. Lee would have given men to the school

in any field or for any purpose. Although he

once said to me that the superintendent of

schools might become in New England (if he

knew enough and had the right quality) the

spiritual successor of the Puritan minister as

leader of the community, he never offered to

give the school a professor of educational ad-

ministration. Johnson was a teacher of play

and recreation and I began as a teacher of

the history of education, emphasizing the the-

ories of Froebel. Thus we both represented in-

terests dear to the Lees. Nevertheless Mr. Lee

did for us what he always did: he helped us

without the least attempt to dominate or dictate.

It was Mrs. Lee's interest in the kindergarten

that led Mr. Lee to study and believe in the

philosophy of Froebel. By nature and by her

own training Margaret Cabot Lee was a living

example of the serenity and the sympathy
which are or were the keynotes in the char-

acter of the good kindergartner. She was at

once self-contained and infinitely kindly. Per-

haps Mr. Lee might not have acquired any
great faith in Froebel's ideas if he had not

found them exemplified in his wife; but he had
an unprejudiced grasp of them, simply as

ideas. Indeed, he developed them, especially

in his treatment of play as a way of life at all

ages. It is not his thinking about play, however,
that I ought to emphasize, for that part of his

work is well known to readers of Recreation;

although I ought to record the fact that he was
himself for one year Lecturer on Play at Har-

vard. It is more to the point to make it clear

that he recognized the importance of the social

aspect of Froebel's theory and that he carried

into his own work and thought the hope and

faith that education might serve as a means

toward human brotherhood.

I suppose it is inevitable that all of us who
are professionally absorbed in educational

work should get shortsighted about it. For

twenty-two years Joseph Lee was a member
of the Overseers' Committee for the Harvard

Graduate School of Education, and I cannot

suppose that the things we talked about in the

meetings of that Committee always seemed to

him important. But never, so far as I can re-

member, did he evidence any lack of interest

or tell us that we were bogging down into the

routines of our job. On the contrary, he often

discussed matters of detail in such a way as to

bring out their significance. I remember that

we were concerned at one time as we still

are about questions relating to the size oi

schools. We planned researches to discover

the optimum number of pupils in an elementary

school building. Mr. Lee lifted that question at

once to the level of a more philosophic inquiry:

he had been reading a sociological study and

a book on physics and he remarked that in

every phase of life the size of the unit is of

basic importance. He was thus constantly con-

cerned with large questions of ends and means

and with the best methods of finding the truth.

All this was in no sense unrelated to his con-

tinued interest in play; but if one knew of him

only that he wanted the life of young and old

to be made free and joyous through recreation

and through art, it might not be clear that he

made the philosophic connection between play

in the life of the individual and the enduring

values of the life of mankind.

I believe Mr. Lee suggested G. E. Johnson for

appointment at Harvard because he too had a

philosophic view of play. "Jim" Johnson was

one of the most lovable men I ever knew; and

he had a quiet profundity of mind that mads

him the most valuable of academic colleague;
\!
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jand
advisers. He was a Dartmouth graduate,

'and played on the Dartmouth baseball team;

I

his graduate work in education was done under

G. Stanley Hall at Clark. He had long experi-

,ence in school work, including administrative

experience in playground work, before coming
to Harvard, and he brought with him ripened
views on the problems and issues in his field.

His death in 1931 cut off a career which might

have carried forward, at least in one center of

training, the work of applying some of the ma-

jor insights of Joseph Lee. One article of John-

son's, called "Teaching Children to Fight" con-

tains the best application I ever saw of the dis-

tinction between righteous indignation in its

proper individual expression and the cold hor-

rors of war.

Looking back on the life and work of Joseph

Lee, and thinking especially of his generosity

to the School of Education at Harvard which
I have made no attempt in these paragraphs to

recount in full what impresses me is the genu-

inely prophetic character of his mind. He was
interested in the present detail of living; he en-

joyed the here and now and the unrelated zest

of the moment: but he also believed that lives

add up and he wanted them to add up to better

things and to converge on larger ends. He was
interested in final values as well as in fullness

of immediate experience. In my own view of

education especially of the professional train-

ing of teachers interest in final values is of

great importance. Unless we have some clarity

of mind about what it is all for, we are bound
to become cynics or routineers. To the end of

his life Joseph Lee kept alive the prophetic
sense: he never ceased to think about what
education is for.

Joseph Lee and the Boston School Committee

By DAVID D. SCANNELL, M. D., Boston, Massachusetts

IT
was my privilege to serve on the Boston School Committee for three or four years with

one of the most delightful and cooperative colleagues imaginable. We all have envisaged
a public service surrounded by members whose motives and ideals could never be ques-

tioned, men and women who looked only to the good of the cause and fought vigorously,

and courageously when attempts were made to do it damage. Such a man was Joseph Lee,

affectionately called "Joe" by every one who knew him. He was an Idealist if ever there was
one, and as applied to the School System of Boston, that Idealism was embodied in just one

thought "the good of the children." He never failed in that. Proper housing for pupils, proper
numbers of pupils to teachers, healthy recreational opportunities, extended use of school-

houses for not only pupils but also adults, adequate medical supervision, cooperative nursing

schemes all these were dear to his heart and energy. He vigorously upheld the merit sys-

tem in the selection of teachers, and was a bulwark of strength and support to our long and
successive list of able school superintendents. He was one of the most reasonable men I ever

knew. Differences of opinion were respected and evaluated, and if he felt that one's point of

view had the greater measure of right, he cheerfully gave over without a suggestion of dis-

appointment. Anger was absolutely foreign to him. We have had many men in Boston who
have been referred to at one time or another as "Boston's First Citizen." Many have deserv-

edly given that title to Joe Lee, a generous, self-sacrificing, whole-souled, lovable man whose
idealism and purity of motive were never questioned even by those who work in the field

of what is called "Practical Politics."



From Jacob Riis in 1902

QUITE
some years ago, when I had written

"How the Other Half Lives," I received

a letter postmarked "Brookline, Mass.,"

and signed "Joseph Lee," asking some purely

academic question about sweating. Now,

sweating is a nuisance at all times, not to be

borne, and with an academic discussion of it

I never had any patience. A club seems to me
to fit it better. And I remember thinking, "Who
now is this fellow come to bother me?" and feel-

ing rather ungracious about it. I hope Mr. Lee

.has forgotten it. First impressions are but poor

stuff. I suppose it depends on the man who re-

ceives them. The years that have passed have

shown me and all of us Mr. Lee as he really

is: the practical, common-sense champion of the

boy and of his rights, in school and home and
in the playground, particularly in the play-

ground, where the boy grows into the man. To

him it has been given to grasp the full meaning
of Froebel's warning that through his play the

boy gets his first grip on moral relations. That

at last we are beginning to heed the warning
is due, here in our country, largely to the clear

reasoning and lucid statement of Joseph Lee.

Nothing could be less academic, in its accepted

meaning, than the campaign he has urged for

"the Men of To-morrow."

Hence he comes in his own right to tell us of

"constructive and preventive philanthropy" at

the close of the century that is past, and that he

should have such a story to tell is by long odds

the best testimonial to the century. At the head
of it all he puts the preservation of -the home,
which, he says, is part and parcel of the fight

for good government. Yes! and the biggest part

of it; for unless we can preserve it, say, rather,

restore it in our cities, we shall not long enjoy
the government or the freedom for which we
would all so gladly die and sometimes, illogi-

cally, find it so hard to live. Had not Mr. Lee's

book ended with the cen-

tury, he would have been
able to point to the certain

signs that we are winning
the fight for the people's

This introduction by Jacob Riis to

"Constructive and Preventive Philan-

thropy" is used by permission of the

Macmillan Company, publishers.

homes. It was worth living just to be in that

fight.

And then the play! "The boy without a

playground," says he, "is father to the man
without a job, and the boy with a bad play-

ground is apt to be father to a man with a job

that had better have been left undone." If he

had written nothing else, he would have earned

a place among the real sages of the day, of

whom there are not too many. No one has

understood boy-nature better, and, after all,

boy-nature is just the beginning of man-nature.

It isn't for his badness the boy admires the

tough, but for the real heroic stuff that is in him,

for his courage, his resourcefulness, his daring.

"Give these qualities their legitimate means of

expression in hard organized play," and burg-

lary "will be abandoned as an inferior form of

sport."

Mulberry Bend was "materially worse" than

the rest of the neighborhood, than any other

place I ever saw or heard of. It was a pigsty,

only the pigs were men. Therefore the men
became pigs in that foul spot. I do not remem-

ber Bromley's map, but if it had only two alleys

in the Bend, it must have been woefully bad. I

knew a dozen, yes, two dozen. And if there are

hundreds of such alleys in Boston, that town is

not fit to be on any map. But there are none

such. Neither is there the least mystery about

why murder ceased in the Bend when the pig-

sties were torn down: the sunlight came in, that

was all, and grass and flowers and birds, and

with them peace. Where the slum rules un-

challenged, everybody feels more or less like

sticking his neighbor when he as much as

makes a face at him. And I do not know but

the feeling is natural: life is not worth living

in such a place.

But that was not what I started to say; just

this, that Mr. Lee has written a good and useful

book, though not half as

good and useful as he is

himself; and he has shown

the faith that is in him by

(Continued on page 582) V
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With the Class of 1883 at Harvard

S Secretary of the Har-

vard Class of 1883 I have
been asked to write

tout Joseph Lee as a

member of that Class. I

do this gladly, the more

so because it gives an

opportunity to quote
some of Lee's own
words spoken to, or

written for, the Class.

In college, Lee was a

member of numerous

clubs and societies but,

while he doubtless en-

joyed his membership
in these, I think they

never were, as with

some, of transcendent

importance in his col-

I
lege life.

He was interested in

j

athletics. He played
football on our Fresh-

man team, taking part

I in five matches. In our Sophomore year he
i rowed on our Class crew and at our Fiftieth

Anniversary of graduation he was number

three in the eight which made a gallant appear-

ance on the Charles River, rowing, despite its

years, in much of its old time form. In our Junior

and Senior years he entered the middleweight

sparring contests which took place in the old

Hemenway Gymnasium. In the former year he

won, in the latter he was beaten, but only by
the late William H. Page of New York, an un-

i usually good boxer.

His record in scholarship, while not outstand-

ing, was good. He was especially interested in

Political Economy (as Economics was then

called), History and Philosophy. He graduated

fifty-seventh in a class of two hundred and five.

He was always a loyal member of our Class,

and, of late years especially, was a pretty reg-

ular attendant at our dinners and gatherings.

He was always ready to respond when called

upon to speak to us and he usually was called

By GEORGE D. BURRAGE
Secretary, Class of 1883

Harvard University

Joseph Lee in 1883

upon, for the Class took great

pride in its distinguished class-

mate.

At a Class dinner in

1908, celebrating the
Twenty-fifth Anniver-

sary of our graduation,

Lee spoke on "Paternal-

ism." The Massachu-

setts Legislature sits an-

nually. There had been,

as there still is, a strong

feeling in favor of bien-

nial sessions only. The

following are extracts

from Lee's speech:

"My talk is in favor

of paternalism. I sup-

pose I am the only man
here who is on that

side. The current talk

is all against public ac-

tion of every sort, and

especially against leg-

islation. Newspapers
and public speakers are always saying that it

would be better if our legislators met less often,

and had shorter sessions, and if they didn't do

anything when they do meet. I believe that this

talk is all rot, that the truth is exactly the oppo-

site, that progress is to be sought not in sup-

pressing the means by which the public pur-

pose is announced, but on the contrary, by
making such expression more adequate. Peo-

ple say that legislation is ineffective, that a law
is of no use until it has public opinion back of

it, and that when you have public opinion the

law is unnecessary. The same may be said of

an axe. If you lean it up in the corner of the

wood shed it will not accomplish much except
to accumulate rust. But all the same a man can
cut down more trees in an afternoon with an
axe than he can chew down with his teeth.

. . . .Another thing that is always said against

legislation is that it puts an end to competition.

You might as well say that the Marquis of

Queensbury Rules interfere with competition.
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1 When I turn back to an earlier page of my ex-

perience I almost wish that they had, but the

ifact is certainly the other way.

"The talk against annual elections of the

legislature, and still more that against annual

sessions, is a pernicious part of the campaign
against paternalism. A legislative hiatus every

other year is a check on every movement. . . .

You can't carry on crusades on that principle.

You might as well try to make love biennially.

Biennial sessions won't hurt the grafter at all.

He will always be there. He does not depend
on a continuous campaign. But you will kill

off your popular movements for the expression

of the moral purpose of the community."

For a Class report issued in 1933 on the Fif-

tieth Anniversary of graduation Lee responded

to the Secretary's request for an account of his

activities since 1913, the year of the last previ-

ous Class report. Fortunately Lee did not con-

fine himself to the period, 1913-1933, but cov-

ered a wider field. He wrote:

"My obsession since 1913 has been, as al-

ways, with social work dealing with who gets

Dorn and what happens to him afterwards, gen-

erally known as selection and education.

"In selection I have done little but help to

finance Prescott Hall and Robert deCourcy

Ward and more recently R. M. Bradley and

Ward's son, Henry deCourcy Ward in their

/ery effective work in securing laws that have

^ut down the annual European influx of about

500,000 by about two-thirds. In these years of

depression such immigration, owing to admin-

istrative action, is now a minus quantity. When
heir efforts to cut down the present quota laws

lave become successful and similar laws ap-

olying to Mexico and to Latin America gener-

illy have been secured and the birth rate of

he chocolate races has been put in low, which

t is now beginning to approach, the '83 and

generally American brand of citizen may last

or quite a while.

"In education I put in nine years (1908-17) on

he Boston School Committee, where I helped

o get the backward, forward, stammering, tu-

oerculous and otherwise peculiar individuals

mt in special classes where they could get the

reatment they required and not bother the

sachers and everybody else. In administrative

/hatters I was ineffective, partly because I

aimed at good administration instead of being
contented with the attainable mediocrity. But

I was bad at it anyway.

"My main educational work, however, has

been for playgrounds, meaning such forests,

oceans, mountains, brooks and other libraries

not omitting back yards, roofs, and vacant

lots and playgrounds proper together with the

facilities, obstructions, hazards, sunsets, human
inspiration and suggestion appurtenant thereto,

as may provide the fullest opportunity for boys
and girls to grow up as human beings accord-

ing to the curriculum that nature has marked
out.

"For nature knows a thing or two upon this

subject, not so much as we do, of course, but

quite a lot. She has learned by trial and error,

and many of us are errors, I confess, but she

has been a long time at it, and her course -of

study is based upon results. It is the required

course in education. Without our various addi-

tions to it our children would not grow up as we
should like; without her ground work they will

not grow up at all.

"The teaching of nature we call play, but it

is not easy and it is not secondary; its chief

courses are in exploration and experiment, in

creation, art and music, in love and nurture,

in war and hunting and in team play. It sows

the arts of war and peace, and aims at those

ends that men will die for and in pursuit of

which all human genius is expressed.

"Recreation is not alone for children but for

the aged also, because the aged know enough
to learn. Consider how docile we all are now

compared with freshman year.

"The playground movement began in the

late nineties and has spread all over this coun-

try and to many others. My contribution has

been in putting two leaders on a Boston play-

ground, in the years from 1900 to 1906, and

working out the various stunts and games, in

writing a book and many shorter things, in get-

ting various laws passed in Massachusetts

permitting or requiring certain play provisions,

and in starting Community Service of' Boston

which, guided by the genius of Mrs. Eva White

and managed first by her and then by W. Dun-

can Russell, Jr., has by close cooperation with

the Park Department, raised the number of boys

and younger children carrying on games and

athletics on the city playgrounds to 16,200 last

year, from about one-tenth of that number. It
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has also for nine years conducted the annual

Fourth of July Pageant at the Frog Pond on the

Common afternoon and evening performanc-

es, music and, in the evening, colored lights.

The papers say the audiences are 35,000, and

they must be nearly that. It has put on Nativity

plays at the Public Library in Christmas week,

the first being an eleventh-century play of Can-

terbury. Last year it got the Park Department
to send a Christmas play on a truck to different

sections of the city, where it was met by local

choruses who sang the music. It has helped

many organizations including, one year, fifty-

seven churches in their dramatic work.

"It runs an international music festival on

Washington's Birthday at Symphony Hall

mostly choruses, including Armenians and

many other nationalities.

"I have also acted as president, or figure

head, of the National Recreation Association

founded by Luther H. Gulick and Henry S.

Curtis in 1906, and developed almost wholly

by Howard S. Braucher, its executive head.

"The Association has led and guided the

playground movement practically from the

start, sending this year its field secretaries to

684 cities, and giving help and advice to 5,714

communities through its correspondence and

consultation service. Its community drama ser-

vice handled 7,059 requests for advice and ma-

terial on amateur drama problems and gave
45 cities personal help in planning community
drama programs and in training amateur

drama leaders.

"Most of the countries of Europe, Asia and

South America have asked and got its advice

as to how to run a mining camp in Uru-

guay or organize a
baseball league in

Siam. (These are about

authentic, c e r, ta i n Iy
characteristic, accord-

ing to my memory.)

"The Association did

the recreation work out-

side the camps in this

country for the army
and navy during the

war and is still doing

the same work for forts

and training stations. It

is also working by re-

quest for the United

States Departments of Education and Agricul-

ture and for similar departments in some thirty-

five of the states.

"In 1897 I organized the Massachusetts Civic

League with the purpose of getting the people
who wanted better laws to work together and

consecutively for them. They have done so,

and about a hundred such laws are on the

statute book, of which thirty-two were passed
in 1931. They have also choked off some fifty

others. The work of the Civic League has been

done by E. T. Hartman, Mrs. Wenona O. Pink-

ham and Miss Katharine Lyford. I have done

very little of it for the last fifteen years.

"Almost everything I have accomplished has

been through legislation. Now everybody
knows that laws are bad all laws, any laws,

especially those suggested by reformers. All

laws interfere with liberty and what we all need

is to be let alone.

"A pathetic case, illustrative of this well-

known axiom, is a law that the Civic League

got passed this present year. It provided that

anybody who led a child astray sex pervert,

opium "seller, or the like would not only get,

as already provided, what was coming to him,

but would thereafter be watched and would

have a sentence suspended over him, calcu-

lated to put him out of circulation if ever caught

doing such a thing again. The liberty of certain

of our citizens has thus been severely and un-

sympathetically curtailed. The thirty-two laws

passed in 1931 have had a similar dishearten-

ing effect. One Civic League law has even

robbed the cradle by providing an additional

institution where the class of feeble-minded

women who drifted in and out of almshouses,

contributing a child a

"My memory of Joseph Lee goes back to col-

lege days. Though he came from a socially

prominent family and though it was known
that he had considerable wealth, Joseph Lee
was simple in his tastes, gave little thought
to clothes and was very democratic. One of

my earliest memories is seeing a tall blond
youth in the boxing ring. He seemed awkward
and did not appear to know much about

boxing, but he would duck his head and
wade into his opponent. Joseph Lee did
not seem to know what defeat was. He came
out as champion in his class. We thought
of Joseph Lee somewhat as an eccentric,
but the work he has done showed how
great a man he was." From a Classmate.

year to the general

supply of misery, could

be taken care of. Thus

all laws conflict with

liberty and all are there-

fore bad. Yet if my
classmates were to

study every law that I

have fought for, and ii

the General Court oi

Massachusetts were tc

be filled exclusively

from 83, I do not thinld

that one of them would!

be repealed." \



Joseph Lee

EVERYONE
in our country

knows how limited is

the conversational radi-

us of two old Boston families, the Lowells and

the Cabots. Little, however, is heard outeide

'the immediate neighborhood of the Hub of an-

other very quiet, old Boston family which has

been since Colonial days serving the commu-

nity. Generation after generation, many men

of the Jackson famliy have become eminent

physicians, and recently one of them led in

making the helpful discovery of how to cure

pernicious anemia. The Associated Charities,

now the Family Welfare Society of Boston, is

preeminently a Jackson institution. The first

president, Robert Treat Paine, was a Jackson;

[he second president, Dr. Charles P. Putnam,

was a Jackson; and two women, Miss Marian

fackson and her cousin, Miss Frances Morse,

bore the burden for years of making the Society

succeed. Another Jackson, perhaps better

cnown to the world, was Henry Lee, senior part-

aer of the great firm of Lee, Higginson and Com-

bany, and rated by those who knew him the first

bitizen of Boston. Following Mr. Lee as senior

Dormer of the firm and also as first citizen of

Boston was yet another Jackson, Henry Lee

Higginson, best known as the founder and for

jnany years the supporter of the Boston Sym-

phony Orchestra. Succeeding Mr. Higginson,

poth as head of the firm and as first citizen, was

ames Jackson Storrow, to whom the City is

ndebted for its beautiful Charles River Espla-

lade and for most useful service in the con-

luct of the public schools of the City. Better

:nown still throughput the country was the

evered Oliver Wendell Holmes, long Associate

ustice of the United States Supreme Court, who
vas also a Jackson.

Joseph Lee, son of Henry Lee, was on his

lather's side a Cabot of the Cabots; but the

train dominant throughout his life was the

ackson strain. He loved a quiet life and public

ervice. Admired in his youth by all the other

>oys, and not less profoundly by the girls who
new him, the door of every fashionable club

nd house was wide open to him; but he

By JOHN F. MOORS
Piesident

Family Welfare Society of Boston

seemed hardly to know that

they existed. His father own-

ed a fine house on an exclu-

sive promontory on the fashionable North

Shore of Massachusetts Bay; the son bought

for himself on the other side of the bay a little

house known as "The Collar Box," planted on

a small beach with other houses as close to it

as was physically possible. He pointed out

shrewdly that, if a child is to be happy in his

play, he must be where other children are; for,

the child who comes from a distance of over a

quarter of a mile remains a stranger.

The training of a child's mind through play
was to him a real drama. Very early he made
a plea before the Massachusetts legislature for

a Children's Bureau which would separate de-

linquent children from vicious adults, and give

the former a fair chance for healthy develop-

ment. In this effort he did not succeed, but he

pointed the way to what became afterwards

the Boston Juvenile Court over which his broth-

er-in-law, Judge Frederick P. Cabot, presided

long and successfully. Very early, too, turning

his back on the fashionable part of the City, he

secured the right to equip a vacant lot in a con-

gested section. Thither he went day after day
to watch the children at play, and was so deep-

ly impressed by the plight of the little ones, who
were forever being brushed aside by the big

ones, that the rights of the little ones were there-

after protected, and as we all know, his work

for children led to his becoming known as the

"Father of the Playground Movement."

Lee's house was not only a home but a

workshop. There, every day, he went to work

with as much zest as others showed for gainful

occupations. The more he did the more there

was to do, for the problems of this world can

never be fully solved.

Americans know little about his quarter of a

century and more of labor in behalf of re-

stricted immigration. In fact, many of his best

friends did not sympathize with this labor; but

he was a prophet in foreseeing that immigra-

tion at the rate of a million a year would de-

velop just such a conflict between classes and
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masses as this country now faces. And he fore-

saw that the rich would grow richer and the

poor poorer unless both the quantity of immi-

gration should be restricted and the quality

.improved.

The world outside Boston probably knows

little about his many years of work in behalf

of improving the public schools of Boston. He

was the principal contributor to the Boston

Public School Association which for many

years elected excellent members of the School

Committee. For twelve of these years he was

himself a member of that Committee, where he

served with singular devotion, and always kept

in mind the play side in the life of children,

making it a point that every public school

should have a playground either beside it or

on its roof.

He created, and for years was the main sup-

port of, the Massachusetts Civic League which

sought to bring about wise and to prevent un-

wise legislation.

He was a devoted friend of the Associated

Charities of Boston, and was, in fact, the largest

contributor to the Society; while his wife, Mar-

garet Lee, was the backbone of the organi-

zation.

Two bits of biography have long since been

forgotten, if ever known outside a small circle.

Early in his manhood, an enterprising real es-

tate syndicate had bought the pews in Park

Street Church (known as "Brimstone Corner"

because of the doctrines long preached there);

and, having bought the pews, the syndicate

contended that it owned the property which

was perhaps the most valuable real estate in

the City. The steeple seemed to young Lee

singularly beautiful, and, as it was visible to

everybody approaching it across Boston Com-

mon, it was a landmark which should not be

destroyed. He undertook to buy out the syndi-

cate. "It will cramp my style," said he, "for the

rest of my life, but I see no other way of keep-

ing that steeple for the citizens of Boston." For-

tunately the court subsequently held that the

purchase of pews in a church which had been

spared taxes did not give, legal ownership of

a church, and Lee's style was thereafter far

from cramped. The other bit of biography was
this: President Coolidge's patience with Mexico

was at one time so nearly exhausted that he

threatened to intervene with fire and sword. A
group was hastily organized to prevent such

intervention. This group waited on Senator

Butler, who had been Coolidge's campaign
manager, and apparently impressed him with

the advisability of trying a more humane meth-

od. The group then organized with Senator

Norris as Honorary President and with various

other senators showing marked sympathy. Lee

was one of two men who paid all the expenses

of this organization. Whether it was a case of

post hoc or propter hoc can never be known,

but, shortly afterwards, Coolidge appointed

Dwight Morrow ambassador to Mexico; and
thus was begun the "Good Neighbor" spirit

with all Latin America which is now one of the

bright spots in a dark world.

The contrast between Joseph Lee and his

father was marked. The father was not only the

first citizen of a great city, but he was perhaps
the best dressed man there. The son took no

more interest in fine raiment than he did in fine

houses and fashionable society. In fact, for

formal occasions, he owned only one-half a

cutaway coat, the other half being owned by
a classmate who lived at a distance of several

miles. Practically never entering a club, no one

liked better to join his cronies at luncheon in a

hotel which supplied such liberal portions of

food that these cronies were economizing by or-

dering fewer portions than there were people to

eat them, and, rich as he was, he would invite

himself to become a member of what he called

the "Grub Bund and Tip Verein." He was so

little on his dignity and thought so little about

himself that when a year before his death, his

friends and admirers met to do him honor, he

stood patiently at the door of the banquet hall

till someone spied him and took him to the seat

of honor. Then he remarked to a neighbor, as

if in surprise, "They are trying to make me out

something of a personage!" In his Massachu-

setts Civic League work he was strongly op-

posed to biennial sessions of the legislature on

the ground that, between sessions, legislators

would lose interest. "You cannot," he argued,

"make biennial love to a girl!" Someone said to

him in his youth, "Joe, why don't you buy a

steam yacht and spend your money on things

which will give you a good time?" "A good

time!" he exclaimed in reply, "nothing would

interest me less. But the problems of this world

and the solution of those problems seem to me

to have unending interest." When, at last, he

did invest in a tumbled down little boat, hvi,
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I went to a business man acquainted with the

stern and rock-bound coast on which the "Collar

| Box" was situated, and asked whether it would
be safe to leave the boat at anchor or would

i it be better to invest in a mooring stone. He
I pointed out that the mooring stone would cost

$6.75. "Joe," replied the business man, "I have

\

known that coast for years, and I advise the

mooring stone." When Lee had gone, another

'rich man, who had been present, asked, "Is

your friend a bit nigh?" The business man re-

plied, "Perhaps on what he spends on himself,

but yesterday I sent, for his account, on his

order, $25,000 to Harvard College."

When it came to sport, he who so scorned a
steam yacht, bought while still in college, a pair

of secondhand skates; and those skates served

him for more than a half a century of skating

on one river after another in eastern Massachu-

setts. He knew the rivers and their strange and

dangerous behaviour and how the ice would be

strong in one patch and weak in another. He
knew the beauty of the scenery, and he was
overjoyed in the fun of rolling through it, first

one foot, then on the other, till the time came
for luncheon. Then, finding, if possible, a sunny

bank, he would pull out of his pocket a hunk
of raw beef, done up in a piece of newspaper,
cook the beef over a bonfire and lead the dis-

cussion about everything on earth. Finally, at

the end of the day, he would come to the climax

of the trip, a baking hot railroad car, suffo-

cating to his companions but blissful to him.

Few rich men have ever given less attention

to their invested funds than he gave; but he had
a shrewd sense of the fundamentals. Nearly
half a century ago, he and a classmate spent a

June together in the Adirondacks, he fishing

and the classmate waiting for him to catch a
fish. Every night they would bet as to which

that day would be the higher at its maximum
! the thermometer or Atchison Railroad stock, in

! which many rich Bostonians had invested, both

i thermometer and stock then going daily, nearly,

if not quite, to 90. In the winter they continued

the bets, substituting the minimum of each,

when both thermometer and stock had fallen

close to zero. With a keen sense of human
nature he remarked about the stock as an

investment: "I think our friends would rather

lose their money with everybody else in Atchi-

son than save it in some investment which

nobody else has made."

He delighted in many kinds of beauty: his

nerves were set on edge by the opposite. A
fine landscape or picture or personality or the

high art in Eva Le Gallienne's acting was to

him a joy forever. But an unctuous preachei

or a room stuffed with needless furniture gave
him acute pain. He drew entertaining contrasts

between what he called long distance and short

distance speakers, the long distance, unless he

could divest himself of his platform manner,

being in private life only a pompous bore; the

short distance, unless he could divest himself

of his conversational manner, being sadly in-

effective on the platform. Fascinated by the ex-

traordinary difference in pace of these two

kinds of speakers, he pointed out that, in ad-

dressing sixty people the proper pace was only

half as fast as that in ordinary conversation

and in addressing six hundred people only a

quarter as fast. But the very thought of using

any of the little tricks of oratory would have

made his tongue cleave to the roof of his mouth.

It would have been physically impossible for

him to "point with pride" or "view with alarm"

or be reminded of a story.

By virtue of his intelligence and his public

spirit he was a national leader. But such was
his respect for independence in others, he was
never a commander. The people with whom
he most sympathized were the laborers in the

vineyard, working, day after day, for the least

of their brethren, yet, usually with none to

praise and very few to love, though those few

might love deeply.

He was an artist in epigrams and in exquisite

little verses to be hung, with May baskets, on

the door-knobs of the houses, where lived

young female cousins. Possibly, people who
did not know his life-long tenderness will get

an inkling of it from the following tribute paid

a beloved cousin who died not long ago, Henry

B. Cabot:

"If therefore thine eye 'be single, thy whole

body shall be full of life? He was our pattern

of integrity that singleness of spirit that is the

condition and the source -of life. To him, as to

all the company of the single-minded, the way
was very simple to form your code, as it is

given you to understand the law, and to live up
to it. His open mind to truth made knowledge
welcome. Wisdom knew his rectitude and came
and dwelt with him."



Notes About Joseph Lee

It was no accident that Joseph Lee's first book

was "Constructive and Preventive Philanthro-

py." His very nature was such that he wanted
to invest his time and thought where his ener-

gies would help to build aright, to prevent,

rather than merely to cure ills already brought

about by lack of forethought.

One could not agree that "anger was foreign
to Mr. Lee." He did not think highly of men
who never could get angry, for he felt that such
men never cared deeply and Mr. Lee cared for

many things with "all his strength and all his

soul and all his mind." Joseph Lee once wrote

of Mrs. Francis Cabot: "Underneath one knew
there was the power of wholesome wrath."

At a long Board meeting Joseph Lee scribbled

on a piece of paper: "I can sit longer, but I

cannot think longer."

Few people had as keen an insight as Josepl

Lee into the motives of other people.

Joseph Lee was ready to stand for principles

which he considered important even when he
felt such principles would never be recognized
in his lifetime. He did not hesitate to fight for

what he knew to be losing causes if he was
sure they were important. He would never talk

about inner integrity, that was something to be
taken for granted, but that was what mattered.

Joseph Lee always was troubled that he had
not written more. The only recognition for which
he cared deeply was for his writings. A friend

reminded him that Jesus who thought in terms

of abundant life wrote nothing at all in words,
but left a very deep impress on all whose life

He touched and that His message still lived on.

Joseph Lee would have very much resented

anyone's calling him a saint. He was a saint

though sometimes a profane one though never

profane except where there was cause. He
would have been skeptical of the man who is

under no circumstances profane even inside.

Joseph Lee cared deeply for standards,

making any program whatever its nature

the best possible. So often he mentioned "The

Constant Nymph" and the insight this book

showed into the desire to do one's very best, to

strive for perfection.

Mr. Lee thought much on the activities which

have power to make men forget all else and

lose themselves completely, forgetting the pass-

ing of time. He seemed satisfied that sailing in

a stiff breeze, playing the violin, football at

certain ages had this power.

Joseph Lee discouraged all recognition of

himself. It is good to remember, however, a

birthday luncheon as a tribute from the Na-

tional Recreation Association Board of Direc-

tors, the dinner given him in Boston by the Mas-

sachusetts Civic League, the Sprinter, a piece

of sculpture by R. Tait McKenzie, given to him

at the Grand Rapids Recreation Congress, the

War Department Distinguished Service Medal,

the LL.D. degree from Harvard.
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Joseph Lee
and the

National Recreation Association

FEW
persons have realized how varied were

the contributions of Joseph Lee to the na-
tional recreation movement. Everyone rec-

ognized Joseph Lee's vision, his insight into the
inner philosophy, into the fundamental princi-

ples of living, but this was only one part of his

activity in the movement.

Joseph Lee cared profoundly for seeing actual

results. He wanted to see satisfactory living for

all people, wealthy as well as poor. There was
no distinction as to age, or race, or religious

faith. All were human beings and all were
equally entitled to an opportunity to build hap-

piness for themselves. Because of his philoso-

phy of life he did not want to do too much for

people. He wanted to give individuals an op-

portunity to do for themselves.

Joseph Lee was exceedingly practical in what
he attempted to do in the recreation movement.

Perhaps it was because he had a philosophy,
because he had fundamental principles, be-

cause he had thought things through, that he
was so essentially practical. He constantly em-

phasized the necessity in each community of

finding one person of ability who really cared,

one person who would work in season and out

of season to build the recreation movement. "It

is better to have one person who really cares

and who will carry through to the end than to

try to have ten people who have only a feeble

interest."

Again, he recognized the necessity of con-

centration. He did not believe in attempting

many projects and leaving them all half fin-

ished. He would say, "It is better to lift one

trunk clear up to the platform than to lift ten

trunks each half way up and then set them

down again. There is not much use in lifting

the trunk unless you are going to get it up to

the platform."

Because Joseph Lee was first and foremost an

educator, believing in growth through educa-

tion, he believed that the way to help in getting

things done was to start with those who cared

most, to expose such individuals to the full facts

and then to go on to those who cared less but

yet a great deal, rather than beginning with

individuals who were entirely cold to the proj-

ect. He would say, "If you have a dish of ice

cream before you and keep eating the soft, you
will find that there is no hard."

Mr. Lee liked men and women who had, as
he expressed it, "an instinct for the jugular

vein." After all, there is always a key spot to

attack and why waste valuable human energy
on what is not essential. He was not much inter-

ested in certain surveys which seemed to him
much like "counting the bricks" in various

buildings. After you have counted the bricks

in a few walls, there is not very much more to

be gained from counting bricks. Why not get

at something more important? Joseph Lee did

have a very practical side to him which often

he rather carefully hid or disguised so that it

was never fully recognized.

Perhaps it was because Joseph Lee was so

thoroughly practical that he was ready so fre-

quently to give his time to the disagreeable task

of raising money. First he gave generously

himself; then he went to those closest to him,

to his friends, to his relatives and to others with

whom he had influence, and tried to secure

from them the money necessary to keep the

national recreation movement going. He had
invested his own time in working on a single

playground in Boston. He had seen for himself

just what was accomplished, the successes and
the difficulties. He knew what he was talking

about when he went to his friends and asked

them to help with funds toward a wider effort

for the National Recreation Association.

There were, times when for a week at a
stretch he gave all the strength he had to seeing

individuals to ask them for gifts. He never found

the task of raising money for the Association

an easy one. Frequently he said, "I care most

for the national recreation movement but it is

easier to raise money for other institutions for
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which I care less." The things which count most

are often intangible and hard to explain to oth-

ers in a few words.

During the thirty-one years of the life of the

National Recreation Association, first known as

the Playground Association of America, then

as the Playground and Recreation Association

of America, and later as the National Recrea-

tion Association, Mr. Lee himself gave more

than $360,000 to the work, and for most of the

thirty-one years he himself was raising money
and getting others to help him raise money for

the Association. Joseph Lee's leadership had

much to do with the fact that year after year

the members of the Board of Directors of the

Association who knew most about the work

contributed together or secured contributions

amounting to from 34% to 43% of the entire

budget for the various years.

Joseph Lee's part in shaping the policies of

the Association during the years from 1910 to

1937 was very great. Until about the last two

years of his life, when his strength was failing,

he never missed a meeting of the Board. A
meeting had for some five weeks been sched-

uled for a definite date and a few days before

this time Mrs. Margaret Cabot Lee had died

and the funeral was held on the day preceding
the Board meeting. Yet Mr. Lee came down on

the sleeper from Boston to New York to be pres-

ent at the Board meeting and to preside and
carry on with his responsibility as leader in

the national movement and no person present
at the meeting except the secretary knew until

after the meeting and Mr. Lee had left that his

wife had died. Mr. Lee never tried in any way
to shirk any responsibility because he found it

difficult or disagreeable. In preparation for

Board meetings he was willing from time to

time to take several hours to go into compli-

cated questions, to think through all the details

involved so that he could be perfectly clear as

to what he considered the course to be followed.

And he spoke out with authority because he
had taken time to think all around many of the

important questions brought up.

As a speaker Joseph Lee made a very con-

siderable contribution to the movement through-

out the country. Not only his addresses at the

annual Recreation Congress gatherings and
many addresses before the National Confer-

ence of Social Work, but also his addresses at

cities such as Holyoke, Mass., Detroit, Mich.,

Baltimore, Md., and many other cities, were long
remembered and were referred to by individu-

als fifteen years later as having influenced

them in what they were doing in behalf of more
abundant living for all. The mere fact that the

national recreation movement had a president

who was ready to give as much time as was
needed to the philosophy of the movement, to

the formulation of policies, to the choice of per-

sonnel, to the practical questions of administra-

tion, gave men and women everywhere

throughout the country a confidence that they

could not otherwise have had. In all the public

addresses as well as in the individual inter-

views and in the Board meetings and in the

committee meetings, one of the significant con-

tributions of Joseph Lee was his humor, his

capacity for some practical illustration which

would light up the problem and help those pres-

ent to see it in its true and inner aspect.

Joseph Lee's humor helped him to see t

recreation movement in relation to other move-

ments, to recognize that various movements
were part of one large problem of human life.

He often spoke of the social movements as

being like a piece of sod with all of the roots

intertwined so that whatever cause you take

up, you are brought to all the others before

you are through. Several times he spoke of the

importance of the play and recreation move-

ment because it seemed to him that it was such

an easy and natural place to take hold, to get

a start, to really bring about some of the social

changes that are necessary. Why begin with

perhaps a very hard and very difficult cam-

paign when one can just as easily take hold of

the more simple recreation problem which leads

out into all others?

All that Joseph Lee did came out of his deep
and abiding interest in democracy, not merely

democracy in electing political representatives,

but democracy with reference to control of one's

own life and with reference to all of the things

that one cares most for. Year after year as he =

tramped in the woods or by the ocean, he talked

about the questions that relate to democracy. He

did not believe in handouts. He did not believe

in carpentering men's lives. He did not believe

in tying flowers to the plant. He wanted to see

strong root systems built up for each individual

life, for each community, for the nation as a
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Whole. He wanted to see sun and rain and all

he natural forces given a chance to do their

oart in building life up from the roots rather

:han tying things on at the extremities. He was
;tn individualist and wanted to see each indi-

vidual part of the community strong. He had

Patience to be willing to wait for the educa-

iional processes to bring about the changes

'hat are needed, and yet because he had such

Datience he believed it was essential to work

lard, to share one's own thinking so as to help

others to see all that oneself had seen as to

nsion and possibilities.

One reason that Joseph Lee cared so much
ior the play and recreation movement, the

Abundant life movement, was because it

seemed to him that after all the chief end of

lemocracy was to help give individuals and
immunities the kind of surroundings which en-

ibled them to be most truly themselves, and he

elt it was most important that individuals

[hould have a chance through their own pow-

^rs and their own efforts to work out what was

post
fundamental to successful living.

i
He believed in local government, in provid-

ing playgrounds, baseball fields, swimming
ools, recreation centers through local govern-

nent. What Joseph Lee helped to do through

jovernment for worthwhile living for the people

trengthened all local government in America.

One of the truly great characteristics of

oseph Lee was his openness of mind. In the

rear 1934 at the Recreation Congress at Wash-

agton, D. C., Joseph Lee lunched with a man
vho in fifteen minutes presented briefly a point

f view which was diametrically opposed to a

ertain position which Joseph Lee had held

trongly for not less than thirty years. He lis-

tened intently, almost without interruption, and
at the end he said, "You have entirely con-

vinced me that I have been wrong all my life

in the point of view I have held. What you have
said is so clear and so simple that I cannot see

why I failed to see it for myself. It is perfectly

clear that I have been wrong all these years."

It is only a man of greatness of spirit and true

intellectual power who can right-about-face on

fundamental questions where he has held a cer-

tain point of view for more than a generation.

Many things in Joseph Lee's life were too

deep for words. There were certain things

which it was exceedingly difficult to mention.

One could not, for example, live and work with

Joseph Lee and not be conscious of the depth
of his religious feeling even though he never

talked to you about religion. One could not but

feel his reverence, his feeling for unity, his pas-

sion for progress.

Joseph Lee lived very simply in his own life

a very small but sunny little office; very few

luxuries for himself; breakfast at Child's Res-

taurant; a horror of spending money unneces-

sarily; of wasting postage stamps; the natural

man's love of old hats and old overcoats and

the simple things he is used to; and yet a readi-

ness to draw his check almost immediately for

exceedingly large amounts when he felt that

the cause warranted it. Simple as were his own

wants, yet he was able to think in terms of very

large gifts and very large undertakings for his

fellow men. In all that he did, he kept the heart

of a little child, yet with the wisdom and large-

ness of experience that comes only from having

been ready to live dangerously, to accept ad-

venture, not to run away from life in any of

its forms.

From Associates on the Board of Directors

His name was often and affectionately short-

ned to "Joe Lee," which so pronounced had in

: the suggestion of joy in living. He was the

^carnation of the philosophy of play in its

.iany definitions. He was known as "the father

f the play movement in America." An officer

f the Playground and Recreation Association

of America from its organization, beginning

more than thirty years ago, he had for most of

the time served as its president. In that period

the movement spread to more than a thousand

cities and to it he gave without reserve.

No paid official could have given himself

with greater zeal to public service. He was de



542 FROM ASSOCIATES ON THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

voted especially to children, to making this a

happier earth for them and to helping them to

become more joyous beings in their own

persons.

His gospel was expressed in these words:

"In education there is a time for everything.

If that age has passed, the opportunity for that

acquirement is lost. The play leader must know

these ages .and the requirements appropriate

for each. He must know the philosophy of play,

the handing over of the child to the great con-

stituting instincts of humanity team play, com-

petition, creation, love. Above all, he must un-

derstand the need of 'let alone/ the need of

revery and solitude."

To him play was for children growth, the

gaining of life, and for the adults the renewal of

life.

Two saints known as Felicitas and Perpetua

had as their first full day on earth the day in

the calendar that became also his birthday.

They must have been the patron saints of him

who gave felicity to so many children and

youth throughout America and bequeathed an

influence that will be perpetual. JOHN H.

FINLEY, LL.D.

What a personage Joseph Lee was and what

a fine and far-reaching influence he had. I

remember so well even now Joseph Lee's scin-

tillating address at a conference in Boston years

ago. ROBERT GARRETT.

As an unusual group of officials of the Na-

tional Recreation Association sat about the

council table, the one to whom the world is

indebted for happier living, sat modestly and

quietly at its head. Of whom it could be said

"Nothing so strong as gentleness.

Nothing so gentle as real strength."

Unassuming but forceful. One felt the depth of

Mr. Lee's character when with him. MINA
M. EDISON HUGHES.

One of the great privileges of my life was

my acquaintance with Mr. Lee who embodied

all the qualities that enrich life. I am sure he

influenced every one who came in touch with

him. What a gift to the world is this! Now one

feels more intensely his wonderful spirit which

will still lead the recreation movement, MAY
G. LANIER.

A great philosopher, a great leader, a great

lover, sound in theory, wise in action, a doer,

a giver, strong, virile, tender and understand-

ing such were some of the attributes of Joseph

Lee.

His work will go on forever, his memory will

be always cherished. GUSTAVUS TOWN
KIRBY.

One recreation worker and his wife have placed $500 in the National Recreation

Association Endowment Fund marked "In Memory of Mr. Lee." Several workers have

written wishing that there might be a chance to share in such a fund.

One friend of Joseph Lee urges that the graduate professional school for recrea-

tion workers be known as the Joseph Lee National Recreation School and that this

School be made the memorial to Joseph Lee.



Joseph Lee-His Contribution to SocialWork
By EVA WHITING WHITE

MR.
LEE knew how to live.

Devoted to his family

and friends, he also gave of

his best to the furthering of the

social and civic needs of his

city and country. His personal

life was rich in material blessings and in his

association with many from different back-

grounds. Always he was willing to listen. His

sympathy and wisdom never failed those who
appealed to him for assistance or advice. One
might meet him again and again, yet one was
;always impressed with the breadth and depth
of his knowledge and with the humorous, gentle

quality of his mind. His interests were many-
sided, sweeping as they did from the needs of

little children to problems of statecraft; from bet-

terinj opportunities for the individual to scien-

tific questions.

Not only was Mr. Lee a generous contributor

to various causes but he personally partici-

pated in every effort which he sponsored.

Cooperation with him in the objectives which
he sought was a privilege. Although a man of

vision, he was practical in meeting the ways
and means of organization and it was charac-

teristic of him that detail never clouded the ulti-

mate aim.

Mr. Lee made a rare contribution to social

#-ork, because, it can be believed, he accepted

fhe essential harmony which should exist in

jiuman society and the ethical principles upon

jArhich it should be founded.

Years before the present theories of the abun-
iant life centered attention, he wrote "Construc-

ive and Preventive Philanthropy" and none
)ther than Joseph Lee could have written "Play
n Education." Further, as one reads the pam-
phlets that have come from his pen, one under-

stands the rounded philosophy which made
lim loyal to the purposes of The Family Wei-
are Society of Boston as well as to the Na-

'

ional Recreation Association to the former in

ts endeavor to lessen the hardships that bear

Mrs. White is President of the
Women's Education and Indus-
trial Union of Boston and Head
Worker, Elizabeth Peabody
House. She speaks from many
years of association with Mr.
Lee in the civic affairs of Boston.

down upon men, women and
children and disturb the peace
of family life, and to the latter

which aims to bring to birth

latent powers in order that cit-

izens may develop to the full

their many-sided faculties.

Mr. Lee's thinking went far beyond ameliora-

tion. He built for a progressively qualitative

society in which the economic basis is, in truth,

not an end in itself. To him the cultured man
and first citizen was one who knew much about
the world as it is but was also concerned with
a better world.

This better world dominated his thought. He
was among the first to battle for the elimination

of the slums, to endeavor to prevent delinquen-
cy and crime, to stop chicanery in politics. He
understood fully the effects of the law if well

administered and the evils of weak or injudi-

ciously administered law upon general well-

being. Therefore, he founded the Massachu-
setts Civic League which has played a major

part in the legal procedure of Massachusetts.

He was foremost in the councils of the Good
Government Association and Public School

Association when they existed in his city. To
all of these societies, social work in Boston

owes much.

Further, as a member of the School Commit-

tee of the City of Boston, he was largely re-

sponsible for socializing the educational sys-

tem. To him is due, in great measure, the credit

for the medical inspection of all pupils, for the

mid-day lunch, for the opening up of the school

buildings as community centers. He stood

staunchly for school visiting, for special care

for anaemic children, and for all that there is

in progressive education in the way of individu-

alized instruction for the extra bright child, as

well as the backward, and for adapting in-

struction to the child, not the child to the in-

struction.

Consistently Mr. Lee always kept that bal-

ance which maintains that the environment
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has much to do with individual growth or dete-

rioration and the theory that individuals are

responsible for their own environment. There-

fore, it is not surprising that while trying to

raise the standards of surrounding conditions,

he should have been active in Community Ser-

vice of Boston, which gives to citizens the op-

portunity to cooperatively develop and parti-

cipate in programs for personal and neighbor-

hood betterment programs which range from

adult education and local improvement socie-

ties to classes in handicraft, music, and the

drama.

Further, no one could have a greater appre-

ciation of the genius of the races represented

by the foreign-born than Mr. Lee. He was an

immigration restrictionist, because he believed

that the immigration restriction laws were for

the benefit of the foreign-born as well as for

the country, and for no other reason. Seldom

does one meet a person more free from preju-

dices of all kinds. Born an aristocrat, he was in

the full sense of the word a democrat. Wealthy,
he understood the struggle of the poor and did

all that one man could to lessen their burdens.

Finally, the playground movement, which
Mr. Lee did so much to bring to its presen'

recognition, extended the scope of social effor

to include all those values which leisure car

give to the individual and to society. The sub

tlety of his mind was shown in his insistence

that the recreation movement be not interpretec

as combating this or that but that it stand on it;

merits as developing physical fitness, giving or

opportunity for spontaneous association, anc

bringing with it joy and the appreciation o

beauty.

Mr. Lee's influence in his own community
and throughout the country will be cumulative

Courtesy Camden, N. J., County Park Commission

Swimming Mr. Lee felt to be one of the best of sports



About Community Service of Boston

IN
1917 Joseph Lee was ap-

pointed a member of the

Commission on Training

Camp Activities of the War

Department. At the end of the World War there

were left in Boston some soldiers' clubs and

pome active committees which ran annual balls

for soldiers and looked after the disabled men.

When the war was over Mr. Lee's interest lay

n promoting leisure time activities for citizens

of Boston. With Mrs. Eva Whiting White as the

xecutive he started Community Service which

e hoped would be a recreational laboratory.

iis objective, of which he spoke many times,

was to start some form of recreation under the

auspices of Community Service, with the hope

:hat, as soon as it was operating successfully,

U o m m u n i t y Service

might turn it over to the

people immediately in-

:erested to carry it on,

eaving the parent organ-

zation free to pioneer in

some other direction.

Music and drama for

all the people received a

great impetus under the

leadership of Mr. Lee

and Mrs. White. Some
beautiful Christmas pag-

ants were presented at the Boston Public

Library, and for a number of years, on the

Fourth of July, Boston Common was the scene

oi some large pageants in which many school

children from the -settlement houses partici-

pated.

The following quotation from one of Mrs.

White's reports gives some idea of the varied

efforts of Community Service during its early

years, and of the great number of persons

affected.

"At the present time, Community Service en-

deavors to do three things; first, to get more

and more people into active relation with the

field of recreation; second, to continuously

raise the standard of programs; third, to carry

on a series of educational institutes in order

By CHARLES JACKSON
Treasurer of Community Service

Boston, Massachusetts

"Joseph Lee had in himself a great

capacity for enjoyment. He sketched

pleasantly; he skated enthusiastical-

ly; he wrote amusing verse; he was

keenly interested in plays and
music. In his talk he was entertain-

ing and whimsical; his opinions

were fresh and original and always

unselfish. He liked and admired

the people with whom he worked."

that the latest developments

may be brought before the

workers.

"The range of work varies

according to the needs and interests of the

community. The number of persons who
come to the office, the inquiries, the problems

brought to the General Director are many.
Since we are not an operating agency but

an instructing agency, it will be seen that we
are assisting first one group and then an-

other; with the School Centres at one time,

then the Women's Clubs, the various church-

es, public schools and settlements.

"Also, first we have done local organizing;

then the local groups have" been swung into

city-wide contacts. We stand alone as an

interlinking organization.

Twenty thousand girls
are represented by our

Girls' Activities Commit-

tee, and about 50,000

boys by the City-Wide

Boys' Work Conference,

the Inter-Community bas-

ketball leagues, Inter-

Community baseball
leagues, marble tourna-

ment (now run by the

Boston Traveler), Knot
Hole Gang, the Fourth of July pageant, Inter-

national Music Festival, aircraft tournament

and Better Homes Week.

"Then we have for a time operated certain

phases of the recreation program and later

withdrawn, as in East Boston. The walks
were taken over by certain settlements, and
the play street experiment stimulated sum-

mer work. The Park Department ran our pro-

gram of 1927 independently in 1928.

"Our educational program gives us constant

contact with and draws to us staff workers."

Besides the activities mentioned, Community
Service often acted simply as adviser and help-

er. The organization would, for example, pro-

vide a coach to help churches or other groups

(Continued on page 582)
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Joseph Lee, Creative Philanthropist

JOSEPH

LEE had
such an incisive

mind on all social

problems and was so

universal in his approach that it is impossible,

in a short article, to more than give a clue as

to his interests, methods, and personality.

Having an inheritance large, but noi: enor-

mous, in modern terms he was able to, and

did, devote his entire life and a very active

life it was to the public good. As far as I

know, he never did anything for his own per-

sonal benefit. He lived his life as he thought

everyone so situated should live his life in a

democracy, and one of his greatest contribu-

tions to the literature of democracy appeared

during or around 1899 in the "New England

Magazine."

Because of the failures of the past, Mr. Lee

recognized that curative work was needed. He

gave support to every constructive method of

curing obvious defects, such as illiteracy, ill-

ness, and delinquency; and he keenly sought

the more obscure defects, such as undetected

defects of the eye and other organs of the body
which often, without the knowledge of anyone,

handicapped the individual. He knew, how-

ever, that a sound body was the prime objec-

tive, ordinary defects then not so much ap-

pearing.

Not mere alleviation, not mere cure, essential

and important as they are, but a creative, con-

structive program which leaves the smallest

possible amount of need for alleviation and
cure was his objective. He had very little

sympathy for those earnest and tearful souls

who are so enamoured of the nobility of their

work in caring for human rubbish that they ask

the Lord to continue to give them more and
more of it to do. He was thus a creative philan-

thropist and one of the very few men worthy
of being known as philanthropists.

Some of his income may have been derived

through methods of which he did not approve,
as is indicated by a quotation given later. He
was, however, so devoted to his work as a citi-

zen that his bank account was managed by
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one man and his in-

vestments by another.

When he supported

a movement he sup-

ported it whole-heartedly and unselfishly. As
a trustee of Harvard, he asked President Eliot

to establish a special school of education and
convinced all that the idea was sound. Presi-

dent Eliot replied that the idea was sound but

that they did not have the money. "All right,"

said Mr. Lee, "I'll give it to you." He then came
over to town and saw the man who looked
after his bank account and said, "John, I prom-
ised President Eliot $25,000. By God, have I

got it?"

In his approach to questions he had great

power of penetrating a mass of vague state-

ments and coming out with the gist of the thing,

accompanied generally by a pretty sound in-

terpretation of the worth of the idea. When at

his best, he was epigrammatic, rather than dis-
i

cursive. He didn't want to waste his time or the

time of anyone else in explaining anything in

needless detail. In an article on "Liberty

through Legislation," in 1899, he asserted that

if we are going to have anything to enjoy in

the future, at least so far as natural objects are

concerned, we must conserve what we have,
use it sensibly, and pass it on to future gener-
ations. In this connection he described the

Assabet, a small river in Massachusetts, seri-

ously contaminated by dye works along its :

banks. Later, in a talk on conservation, he

epitomized himself by apostrophizing the Assa-
bet: "The Assabet, the beautiful, blue Assabet:

so blue that its cerulean hue rubs off on the

grass."

His theory and practice were that both the

child and the citizen grows by what he does.

He repeatedly asserted that it was what the

individual did, and not what was done for him,

that caused growth. He believed that the word

"philanthropist" was erroneously used except
in a very few cases. He held that any citizen

who knew the problems of his community,

state, or nation and worked earnestly for theF

solution of those problems became automatic li
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cally a real philanthropist a worker for the

common good.

After almost 17 years of practically daily con-

tact with Mr. Lee, I think he had a better con-

ception of democracy and of the individual in

a democracy than any other man I ever en-

countered. He held that every citizen should

advance by all processes everything in which

he had a substantial interest, and that the man
who had no such interest wasn't much of a
man. He believed that the great and General

Court of Massachusetts was a judicial rather

than a legislative body, because it rarely ini-

tiates legislation but appraises and adopts or

rejects legislation proposed by citizens, organi-

zations and public bodies. He believed strongly

in the need for and efficiency of legislation,

saying that legislation was a tool like an axe.

You can cut down more trees with an axe than

you can with your teeth. You can accomplish

more with sound legislation than you can with

no legislation. In spite of this, he had no sym-

pathy or use for needless or meaningless legis-

lation and always energetically fought perni-

cious legislation.

Convinced as he was of the importance of

the energetic activity of all citizens towards con-

structive ends, not only because of the desira-

bility of the ends themselves but because of the

effect on the citizens, he once said and I quote

it because every American should be forced to

read it at least once a week ". . . The sover-

eign people have asserted their intention of

hereafter attending to this business of lawmak-

ing for themselves. The trouble is that, having

taken upon his own shoulders the direct work

of legislating, King Demos has then proceeded
to go about his own private business, exercis-

ing his sovereign power only on great occa-

sions, and for the rest of the time leaving upon
our hands that most dangerous article of furni-

ture, a vacant throne. Our king feels, and justly

feels, so strong in his power to take up the reins

whenever he chooses to come back, that he has

become careless as to who shall hold them in

his absence. Private cor-

porations and other per-

sons with interested mo-

tives, and the paid lobby-

ists who represent them,

have climbed into the va-

"I had the rare privilege of working
with Joseph Lee for many years in the

Civic League. He was a great citizen,

serving the people nobly and disin-

terestedly." Alice G. Brandeis.

cant seat; sometimes, even, the throne is occ

pied by that most grotesque figure that ev

played the ape with the royal insignia, t]

political boss. ..."

He then expressed wonder, not so much
bad legislation but at the amount of good le

islation which was procurable, even through

democracy which is notably inefficient. .

times he was amazed at the number of phyi

cally, mentally and morally efficient citizei

coming out of our slums where they grow i

under almost every type of handicap.
Mr. Lee was never a bluffer and he wou

undertake no task where he thought failure W(

the only possible outcome. Mayor Peters aske

him to do a piece of work, and he refuse

I was then asked to try to persuade him, ar

did so. His reply was: "It is useless. If I go :

and play with the gang, I am hamstrung. If

go in and fight the gang, I will be hamstrun

Nothing can be done now."

The simplicity of Mr. Lee's habits, whic

characterized his whole life, may be illustrate

by the following: At a committee meeting 1:

illustrated a point by telling about being out c

the ice the day previous and using his coc

spread by his hands, as a sail to send hi

across the ice. He was out all day. One of tl

committee members asked him what in tt

world he did for something to eat. He replie

"I had a slice of raw beef and some bread

my pocket." He was then asked how he cooke

it. He replied, '"Over a fire. You'd be su

prised what a good sandwich you can mal<

out of a piece of beef burnt on both sides an

frozen in the middle." Statements like that we]

sure to break up any frigidity that might ha\

developed in a committee meeting. Numeral

examples could be given, illustrating this; an
the fine point of it all was that it was alwcrv

an unconscious act on the part of Mr. Lee. H
simply was being himself.

Mr. Lee, who worked as hard as any man
ever knew, lived always on the frontiers c

social thinking. He is justly recognized as th

father of the America

playground system. H
advanced all new move

ments of a constructiv

nature and new method

(Continued on page 583)
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Joseph Lee and the Massachusetts

Civic League in Later Years

By JEFFREY R. BRACKET!, Ph. D.

Dr. Bracket!, a member of Mr. Lee's

class at Harvard University, was for-

merly Chairman of the Massachusetts

State Board of Public Welfare.

LlE's

part in the work of the Civic League in

his later years can be told briefly. But it is

characteristic of him and instructive. The

League had started in order to improve a par-

ticular situation in the machinery of the state

government. The first leaders in the League
were volunteers, a notable group doing unpaid
citizen service. To that growing group, Lee gave
a vision of the need of a continuous service

by citizens for better legislation and administra-

1ion. He was actively concerned, at the same

lime, in the educational movement for prepar-

ing professional workers for social service.

So, as the years went on, and Lee had to

divide his time and strength among many in-

terests of value, he did not give much time to

the League. He was prompt and painstaking

as chairman of an important committee; he was

always accessible for advice and encourage-

ment; and he radiated the stimulus of a wise

thinker and leader. But he was glad to bring

forward other persons as useful citizen workers

and as professionals. Le'e saw that both types

-were needed, that the professional could be on

the job continuously, that one test of a good
professional was the ability to win and use
volunteers.

Some of Lee's vision for the Civic League
failed of realization. For instance, he wished
the "Town Room" at League headquarters,
with its books and reports, on many aspects of

civic growth, to be a Mecca, a chosen place
for study and conferences, for local leaders

from all parts of Massachusetts. The fact that

the room is not used as much as he had

planned does not take away the value of his

vision!

During these last years the membership of

the League has grown several fold over what it

was in its first years. It has accomplished much
in definite ways for better legislation and ad-

ministration in Massachusetts. Its value, per-

haps we may say its necessity, is unquestioned

by informed and thoughtful citizens. One im-

pressive proof that Lee believed in that value,

in that necessity of the League, is his generosity

in money support of it during all these years.

And now his vision and wisdom are shown by
his leaving its support to those who live after

him. For such g civic association can be a suc-

cess only when many citizens rally to its ser-

vice and if they really rally to serve they

should rise to its support.

THE
passing of Joseph Lee from his life of seventy-five years adds an illustrious name

to the honor roll of exemplars of American democracy and places his hallmark upon
one of the most distinctive epochs of its social life.

Included in his wide background of culture was the knowledge of the economic

and social history of old and New England; the overwork or enforced idleness of great

numbers of laboring people; the waste of excessive commercial amusements and the

wants due to lack of recreational facilities; the overgrown fortunes made possible by the

exploitation of child labor, and the regulation of the laissez-faire economy by the body

politics.

Upon this knowledge and his own loyalty to humanity, Joseph Lee based his

decision, on his admission as attorney to the Massachusetts bar fifty years ago, to give

himself to the calling of a "plain social worker," through the devotion of his life, his

patrimony and his legal practice to developing the philosophy and statesmanship, the

facilities and the management of recreation on a nation-wide basis. GRAHAM TAYLOR,
from The Chicago Daily News, August 7, 1937.
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Joseph Lee and The Survey

IN
those days if there were

not giants there were at

least men of large mould,
and Joseph Lee was of their

number. He was a layman
whose qualifications were
like those of an expert. In the

accurate sense of the term he
was an authority on play, on

the educational value of rec-

reational activities in infan-

cy, childhood, adolescence, and adult life. He
had patiently observed and recorded the prin-

ciples applicable to the several stages of hu-

man life. He was a scholar in knowledge and

interpretation, a statesman in matters of public

policy, a propagandist for what he believed to

be sound ideas and measures, a hard fighter

and a generous one, a critic of friend and ene-

my, willing to acknowledge an error, even if it

were one of long standing when the evidence

clearly established that he had been in error.

My acquaintance with Joseph Lee, while not

so intimate as that of his Boston neighbors and
his colleagues in the Playground Association

and National Recreation Association, was nev-

ertheless of long duration and close enough to

warrant this attempt at a discriminating tribute.

It did not begin with the creation of the Chari-
1 ties Publication Committee although he became
:a member of that committee when it was cre-

jated in 1905, a few months before the consoli-

dation of Charities and the Commons, and after

Lend a Hand, Jewish Charity and the Charities

Review had already been absorbed in the mag-

jazine
which is now The Survey. Three years

! before this Philip W. Ayres, as director of the

summer school conducted by the Charity Or-

ganization Society, had assembled a remark-

able body of students, and instructors to match

them. Five of the lecturers were from Boston.

The subject of play was treated by Joseph Lee.

Paul Kellogg was one of those who listened to

him as a member of the school. Without con-

sulting the records Paul Kellogg was willing to

* "bet a hat" that his first contact with Joseph

ILee was at this summer School of Philanthropy

(where in his year as a student, Robert Woods,

By EDWARD T. DEVINE

Dr. Devine was formerly Editor of

The Survey, Director of the New
York School of Philanthropy, Pro-

fessor of Social Economy, Columbia

University, and General Secretary
of the Charity Organization
Society of the City of New York.

Mrs. Glendower Evans and
Joseph Lee had certainly

brought to the school the salt

and savor of New England.
From that fifth session of the

summer school in 1902 dates

not only the long and fruitful

association of The Survey
with one of its most stimu-

lating and irrepressible crit-

ics and one of its most loyal
friends in New England, but also Paul Kellogg's
own connection with the magazine of which he
succeeded me as editor. I am speaking for both
of us in this statement of the impressions which
we gained in our conferences with Joseph Lee
when he came to see us and when we went to-

gether to see him in Boston. We found that
when he took a minority position, as about
Community Chests or birth control or the re-

striction of immigration in the minority some-
times only among social workers this did not
in the least imply sulking in his tent. He could
differ and still cooperate and he liked to have
others do the same.

The Survey found Joseph Lee generous in

his financial support; but he was even more
helpful in his suggestions, his remonstrances
and his general advice. He wrote articles, let-

ters for publication over his signature, and oth-

ers not for publication. His social philosophy
embraced a sturdy individualism, a belief in

education, a preference for local initiative and
responsibility over distant bureaucratic plan-

ning. He held that people should have what
they earned rather than what some official

body thought they needed. To base income on
needs rather than on earnings, might, he con-

ceded, sometimes be good morals, but it was
certainly bad psychology. He dreaded the de-

moralizing effect of doles. In his own field, that

of recreation, he was ready enough to encour-

age municipal, state, and Federal expenditures

in appropriate and tested ways, just as he

heartily supported public expenditures for edu-

cation. Probably he would not have held out

against guarantee of security in illness, inval-

idity, and old age or against a gradual recogni-
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tion of the obligation to insure in some way an

opportunity to earn a livelihood; but along this

line he saw dangers. He would have insisted

on caution and on abundant evidence of the

bankruptcy of the laissez faire principle before

consenting to a new deal.

He gave the whole of his long life to public

service. He cherished an ideal in which con-

servation of character, strengthening of self-di-

rection, diversity among individuals, and vo

untary association are preferred to authority

coercion, totalitarianism. He was perfectly c

home in the atmopshere of a New England tow
meeting. He was at home also in the broad dii

cussion of national and international problem:
In other words this precise moment in the hii

tory of these United States is one in which h
would have been most useful.

For Joseph Lee's American idealism life was not for the few and the privileged.

It was not worth while unless it could be made worth while for all who were willing to

play their part.

His country was not a success unless it could bring decent living and fair oppor-

tunity to all who had willing hands and active minds.

He carried the instincts of true sportsmanship into life itself with the claim that

everyone must have a fair start in the race of life and a fair chance to run it.

But he gave more than good will and money. His unique contribution was a
mind that thought through towards the causes that pull men down; that also reached

out after the things that could best build them up.

He believed in the conquest of poverty; but not through sentimental palliatives or

brainless decrees. He believed that mass poverty could be conquered by reaching down
to the roots of things and dealing with basic causes.

His interest was not only in patching together the pieces of broken lives but in

preventing the things that do the breaking.

He sought not only to cure life's ills, but to make ordinary life worth living when
the ills are cured.

To his mind there appeared to be an unhappy combination of misguided senti-

ment, racial prejudice and commercial greed that was helping to spread mass poverty

from inexhaustible sources in the old world over our new land through unrestricted and

inadequately controlled immigration, and with this he contended from the beginning to

the end.

Through the Massachusetts Civic League he helped in countless ways to correct

and improve the laws of his own state and the methods of their execution.

As a director of education on the school board of Boston he gave some of his best

years and the best of his mind in order that public education might be the fitting for life,

which is its true purpose.

Life in the impatient vigor of youth was what especially appealed to him. It

was he who saw most clearly that this youthful life was being needlessly cramped and
driven into unwholesome channels, from lack of the natural and wholesome outlet

afforded by the playgrounds which he instituted.

All over the land these playgrounds are giving healthier and better lives to count-

less numbers. For that alone his country owes him a debt of enduring gratitude.

Whether that debt be remembered or forgotten, his work remains, and he is con-

tent, for such was his nature. RICHARDS M. BRADLEY, Boston, Mass. Reprinted from

The Survey by special permission.



By CLARK W. HETHERINGTON, Fed. D.

TOSEPH LEE's characteristics were expressed
J not only by his social service and long head-

ship of the National Recreation Association

but by qualities of intellect and character which

freed him from prejudices that enslaved the

minds of educators and parents in their rela-

tions with children and youth.

The proof is in his book "Play in Education"

published in 1915.

He deliberately and avowedly adopted the

word play and the study of play as a scientific

method in the interpretation of child nature. He
identified play with child nature. Arguments by
academic scholars about the validity of details

in the descriptions of certain age traits of chil-

dren arid the terms used to name them may be

dismissed as immaterial in this discussion. The

chief significance of that book was not in the

data presented but in the attitudes and method

in observation and inference in the study of

children and of play.

The attitude and the method wrenched Lee

loose from the most deep-seated and disastrous

social prejudice in the relations of adults with

children. Deep in the social mind was fixed the

attitude that play was an activity of little worth

and if tolerated at all only as a means of "let-

ting off steam." It was identified with "fooling"

and in the school a "product of the imps." This

attitude towards play, as a survival of the worst

aspects of Puritanism, scholasticism and ascet-

iscism, was so powerful and subtle in influence

in American folk beliefs that sociologists, prac-

tical social workers and educators failed to

recognize and define it as a problem, trace its

social origins and analyze its effects on the

lives of young people hence the neglect of

play, the wastage of child life, the ignorance of

the source of bad habits, delinquency, crime.

In the early years of the "playground" move-

ment begun by the Association in 1906, leaders

in education in angry antagonism to any dis-

cussion of play as an educational force in-

sisted eloquently that our need was more

"blood and iron" in education, more "real

work," more "discipline" in attention to serious

duties. Contempt for play was the common atti-

tude of earnest people. Seriousness in social

problems was usually correlated with disre-

spect for play. Only within the last ten years

have educators begun to think in terms of a
curriculum of activities. Few even yet dare face

their contemporaries in scholarship and empha-
size the play aspect of each division of that

curriculum or interpret child nature in terms of

play.

Lee, in his attitude and method of thinking,

soared above all these prejudices. He asserted

the exact opposite of the traditional beliefs. In

thinking about attitudes towards children and

play he was a pioneer along with Froebel and

George lohnson. He advocated a method of

observation and inference which in other fields

would be called scientific.

Further he proved the superiority of his intel-

lect and character by his attitude and method.

Clear thinking depends on the search for and

choice of a word to name a meaning. Lee him-

self in his introduction referred to his dislike

of the word play but insisted there was no other

word to explain child nature and he had the

courage to choose it.

Again, superiority in thinking is in the ability

to see or differentiate a problem as a problem,

define it, and by the energy of the creative

imagination formulate an hypothesis about it

which deductive analysis and reference to facts

will prove valid. Lee gave proof of that superi-

ority. He was a pioneer in what Is still a poorly

developed, but an exceedingly difficult and

from the standpoint of child welfare a most pro-

foundly significant phase of science.
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As Seen by a Recreation Executive

By ERNST HERMANN
Superintendent of Playgrounds, Newton, Massachusetts

JOSEPH
LEE had ideas. He gave Play its

finest interpretation, because, in his practical

and common-sense way, he taught our country

the full meaning of Froebel's philosophy that

the plays of children are the germinal leaves

of later life and that through his play the child

igets his first grip on moral relations.

In "Who's Who" we find him recorded as
i"Joseph Lee, social worker." What a debt of

gratitude America owes to the social worker,

particularly of the type of a generation ago
which Joseph Lee represented a man with a
.wonderful family background, a splendid edu-

cation in our oldest university, holding many
.degrees, a man of great wealth, devoting his

whole life, all his thoughts and energies and
his fortune in the interest of his fellow citizens.

It was my good fortune when I first came to

jthis country in 1893 to meet many such charac-

jters
and to get in personal touch with several

of the outstanding ones. For some time I could

not understand these people. In my experience
J had never met such people. When I met

Joseph Lee I was already considering myself

a professional, at least in Health and Physical

Education, and, on account of my childhood

experiences, I considered myself a professional

in Play and Recreation. My first impressions
(and first impressions are never dependable) I

could not understand. I could not understand

how Joseph Lee could talk and move with the

authority with which he did. I thought that he

was a rank amateur, but it was not long before

I recognized the soul of the man, his enthu-

siasm in giving his all, his keen sense of social

and educational values, his perseverance and

tenacity, and I soon came to admire and to fol-

low many of his ideas. What probably influ-

enced me greatly was the experience I had in

observing him as he personally directed one

iof the first playgrounds in the early years of

this century the Columbus Avenue Play-

ground in Boston. To me he was, even then, a

tall, awkward-looking, untrained leader of ac-

tivities, but to see his joy and his enthusiasm
in getting the boys and girls off the streets and
his joy in seeing the playground used and the

attendance growing, was an experience I have
never forgotten.

His interests in social affairs were many, of

course, but his greatest work, to my mind, was
done in the interest of children, in the interest

of education in general, in juvenile problems,
in housing, in sanitation and in municipal af-

fairs generally. Personally, I have always
looked upon him, and in my own mind called

him "a progressive Puritan," because he ap-

plied his old American virtues to the social

problems as they appeared with the rapid

growth of American cities due to the influx of

many foreign races.

Much has been written and more will be
written about this leader of our Play Movement
in America, and I cannot, in the small space
given me, do full justice to a description of the

ways in which Joseph Lee has left a better

world behind him for American children, par-

ticularly for city children and youth. However,
there is one lesson which his life has given us

recreation executives and others engaged in

Play and Recreation. It is easy for us who have
had formal education for this work to become

professionalized and routined and dogmatic.

What I got from Joseph Lee and others associa-

ted with him, particularly when he was at his

best at our national conventions, was his tre-

mendous enthusiasm. For many years this en-

thusiasm of his seemed only the spirit of an
amateur "riding his hobby," but after a time I

became convinced that I could not go far unless

I could retain in my own work this enthusiasm

which the men with hobbies have in such a

pronounced way and which the many social

workers have always had. I wish, therefore,

to urge all our people engaged professionally

in Play and Recreation to remember Joseph
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Lee to emulate him, and never to forget that

interest is the great educator and greatest mo-

tivator we have. It is our responsibility to stimu-

late constantly our interest in our work and to

retain this interest in it. If we are truly inter-

ested, we cannot help but be enthusiastic.

Enthusiasm has the buoyancy of youth to which

youth naturally responds. Without genuine in-

terest and enthusiasm we are but poor leaders.

Children and young people, and adults, too,

naturally gravitate towards personalities which
radiate interest and enthusiasm of the caliber

which Joseph Lee had.

We must remember, too, that when the adult

"rides his hobby" he is not far different from

children and youth who naturally play hard
when they play and whose interest and enthu-

siasm at the time of indulgence in a hobby is

very high, and we must see to it that this indul-

gence remains true play and re-creation. To

my mind it was for this reason that Joseph Lee
could never quite subscribe to the attitude of

so many of our physical educators when they

emphasized the "big-muscle" activities, be-

cause the emphasis of physical health was not

to him so important as the effect of an activity

on mental health, character and social atti-

tudes. There is no doubt in my mind that

his criticism, although given constructively,
was well deserved, and that physical educa-
tion is better today than it has ever been be-

cause of this. I believe that it even influenced

all other education.
4

I wish that everyone engaged in the admin-

istration of physical education and recreation

had on his desk Joseph Lee's book "Construc-

tive and Preventive Philanthropy," and also

his great work "Play in Education." Since we
have become a very sizeable professional

group, and since the group leaders in Play and

Recreation will continue to grow, let us not for-

get that we must know more about growth and

development of human nature and of child na-

ture. What an amount of reading and study

and personal contacts Joseph Lee must have

had in his growing years to understand the

child as he did!

When he wrote "the boy without a pi

ground is father to the man without a job and

the boy with a bad playground is apt to be

father to a man with a job that had better be

undone," he started the elimination of slums

and ugly places in our man-made cities, and

let in the sunlight and the grass and flowers.

And with that he brought peace and happiness

into the lives of millions of American children

who were denied the privilege of God's country

which his forefathers had enjoyed.

It is for us to bear in mind constantly the

ideas and ideals of Joseph Lee and to advance

them in our work and in our lives. In this way
we shall be helping to' build for Joseph Lee a

perpetual and living memorial.

.

Games
Joseph Lee in 1921 suggested that the twelve games which follow be pushed in

the cities throughout the country, and asked for comments as to others to be included:

(1) Hop Scotch: Girls especially,. 6-11; (2) Hill Dill: Children 6-11 and boys and girls

over 14; (3) Three Deep: Everybody from 8 to 50 plus; (4) I Spy: Everybody from 8-25

except boys (alone) over 14; (5) Prisoner's Base: Everybody from 8-25 except boys (alone)

over 14; (6) Indoor Ball: Everybody 8-50 plus; (7) Volley Ball: Everybody 8-50 plus; (8)

Field Hockey: Boys or girls separately, 8-40 plus; (9) Looby Loo, (10) Farmer in the Dell

and (11) Roman Soldiers: Everybody under 8 or over 25; (12) Ring Toss: Everybody.



A Few Impressions

\By a Settlement Worker
LILLIE M. PECK
Secretary, National Federation of Settlements

THE
settlement movement and the recreation

movement were young and grew up to-

igether. In Boston the two movements met and
merged in the persons of Joseph Lee and Robert

; Woods. Mr. Lee often described how he and
Mr. Woods planned out their public campaigns
walking back and forth between Mount Vernon
Street and the South End, accompanying each

other home, sometimes walking the whole night

through.

Mr. Lee's first playground experiment was
started in Mr. Wood's South End, and the early

playground movement had the enthusiastic

support of settlement workers. The Massachu-
setts Civic League, founded by Mr. Lee, was
hailed by Mr. Woods as a way of uniting the

aroused citizens of the rural areas and the city

{districts through local improvement societies

into an effective body for social and civic

reform.

The efforts of Boston settlement workers for

social legislation had the support of Mr. Lee
and the Civic League. Only in the campaign
for increasing compulsory school attendance

from fourteen to sixteen years did Mr. Lee rebel.

He disliked keeping children in classrooms

when he knew that for some types physical
labor was the only form of activity that seemed
real to them. But Mf. Lee and Mr. Woods both

agreed that increased vocational training must

go hand in hand with raising the school age.

Mr. Lee and Mr. Woods were associated in

War Camp Community Service and the Boston

settlements offered the first training courses for

workers in army centers in 1918, in cooperation
with the Playground and Recreation Associa-

:ion, now the National Recreation Association.

Mr. Lee's "Play in Education" has been

widely acclaimed the best book so far written

on the influence of play on life. Mr. Lee's pecu-
liar contribution to the recreation movement,
beyond leadership in organization, was the

compelling quality of his personality. He bore

living testimony to the balance, the inner re-

serves of physical and emotional force to be

gained from outdoor life, in opportunities for

spontaneous play and to the need of men for

beauty and friendliness.

But it was Joseph Lee, as an exponent of

his own belief in the joy of outdoor life, of

games (prisoner's base and the others), the long

walks and talks on Sundays at Cohasset, that

this writer recalls most gratefully. I remember,

too, the Boston Social Union meeting when, in

reviewing a book on the values of association

by one of the forerunners of the group work

philosophy, life organized through interacting

groups was discussed. Mr. Lee jumped up to

say that it made him want to go away and
"rest his face," and he held forth on the joys

of being alone, of solitary reading, walking

and reflection.

Mr. Lee loved the drama and the movies.

All the settlement people were invited to tea to

meet Eva Le Gallienne when she came to Bos-

ton, and he encouraged the good amateur com-

panies. He got great pleasure from the movies

and eagerly invited his younger friends to go

with him.

Christmas Eve on Beacon Hill meant seeing

Mr. Lee, to me as to many people school-

teachers, associates of the years he served on

the school committee, social workers, all sorts

of people, as well as the friends of his children.

Mr. Lee was ageless in his relationships and

in his enjoyment of people and their enjoyment

of him.

I am everlastingly grateful for the joy and

meaning, the spontaneity and the understand- 1

ing of men, women and children which Joseph

Lee brought to me personally and to the recrea-

tion movement.
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By a Staff Member,
National Recreation Association

ABBIE CONDIT

THE
members of the Board of Directors of the

National Recreation Association have com-

pleted a long business meeting. Relaxed and

in a happy mood, they are sitting around the

luncheon table. With them are a number of

staff members, there, most of them, to give

first-hand information to the Board of Directors

regarding their work.

At the head of the table sits Joseph Lee. His

responsibility it is to introduce informally the

staff members and guide the discussion. This

he does in his inimitable way, interrupting from

time to time with remarks which give just the

needed "punch" to drive home a point, recall-

ing homely incidents to illustrate statements

made or taking us into the realm of philosophi-

cal thinking in terms so simple and language

so whimsical that only afterward do we realize

how profound have been his pronouncements.

Then suddenly a change in mood, and Board

members and staff workers are in gales of

laughter as Mr. Lee wittily challenges state-

ments made or holds up situations to the kind-

liest of ridicule.

This is the Joseph Lee we staff members
remember most vividly. We think, too, of the

Joseph Lee of the Recreation Congresses, pre-

siding over meetings or holding brief but unfor-

gettable conversations with us between meet-

ings. How, we would wonder afterward, could

Socrates and Plato have strayed into conversa-

tions on the weather or the Congress program?
What possible connection was there between

politics and movie stars, philosophy and motor

boats? But we had, we found, as we thought

it over later, discussed them all in these brief

moments, and it was quite logical and right

and altogether delightful!

Moving pictures were one of Mr. Lee's favor-

ite forms of recreation. With him we have

solemnly speculated as to whether a certain

actor's luxuriant hair was really his own, or

whether another star's feet were as large as

popularly reported!

We discovered Mr. Lee's love of boats one
summer while working with him on a publica-

tion at Cohasset. In the midst of a philosophical

(Continued on page 583)

Joseph Lee andJMusic
By ARCHIBALD T. DAVISON, Ph. D.

Professor of Choral Music
Harvard University

MR.
LEE's understanding of what complete

human happiness means was remark-

able for its breadth. He knew that a healthy

body and opportunity and place to exercise it

are not enough; that even the training of the

mind for the proper enjoyment of leisure may
still leave an important corner of life unfilled.

He was persuaded that the emotional part of

man's nature must be profitably stimulated and

in music he recognized the ideal means to

that end.

But his enthusiasm for music was not circum-

scribed by the prejudice and short-sightedness

which have too often characterized the attitude

of those
t
who have employed it as a social

agent. Mr. Lee realized that to view music

purely as a recreation, to encourage people

merely to get fun out of it, was to lose sight of

its constructive power as a spiritual force. He

knew at first hand the melancholy history of

our war-time uses of music and I have more

than once heard him express irritation over the

assumption that the average man or woman
could not be interested in singing first class

musical works.

Although he did not profess to have any deep

understanding of the art, he unreservedly

championed any cause that offered an oppor-

tunity to the amateur to have a part in the.

practice of good musical literature. It was only

natural, then, that he should have been willing

to serve with a small group of advisors to the

Harvard Glee Club in the period when it
wasj

struggling against powerful odds to establish
j

a high standard in its programs, and that hei

should have regularly attended the concerts

of the Glee Club and the Radcliffe Choral So-

ciety. His pleasure in these programs was
real,;j

but what he found most impressive was
theirj

educational and social significance, the intel-

lectual, emotional, and spiritual advantages of

such an enterprise, and on these he was never

tired of dwelling. That large groups of people

whose interest in music was only incidental

should give enough of their time to learn great'

choral works he found impressive in the highest

degree.
Those who believe that the only music worth

encouraging is good music will always be

grateful to Mr. Lee for his faith in the capacity

of all men to appreciate the best. May his en-

lightened spirit animate those who undertake

to carry on his leadership.

I



Looking Backward over Joseph Lee's Life

WHAT
is it that makes

some men bandits

and others saints?

; Where did the first boost

come from that moved no-

table and ignoble men in

; the particular direction that

made them great or use-

i less? Joseph Lee's life poses

;

this query.

Here was a rich, young,

'highly Bostonized Harvard

athlete, basking in social prestige. Why didn't

he go the pace, keep up with the other blades,

marry a fashionable heiress, go in for horse

racing or art collecting, and live like a gentle-

man in a private park surrounded by a high,

spiked iron fence? I don't know. I didn't meet

him until he had written that masterpiece, "Play

in Education," and had become a national

i spokesman for the gospel of play. I suppose
Lee must have met early in life an incandes-

cent socialized person who set him on fire. I

I also suppose (no, I know) that he was unself-

Iconscious, not interested in himself as much as

in other people. He had intellectual curiosity.

He could not be satisfied with a racing stable

or a collection of inanimate paintings. He
couldn't even be satisfied with a fine library,

because he liked action. He had an inner com-

pulsion to do something about something, es-

pecially if that something was injustice or de-

privation.

Constructive imagination is one of the rarest

jof faculties to see things as they might be, as

|
they should be, as they could be, as they must

!be, if progress is to occur. If one hundred mil-

lion Americans without constructive imagina-

tion were given a round-the-world cruise the

country would be just the same when they

came back. If the few hundreds of thousands

with constructive imagination were taken on a

world cruise there would be a let-down, almost

a stoppage. Thousands see what is wrong for

! one who makes a constructive suggestion for

setting it right. Joseph Lee had constructive

>
imagination. After he had backed his vision

By OTTO T. MALLERY

As a member for many years of the

Board of Directors of the National
Recreation Association, Mr. Mallery
was long associated with Mr. Lee in

the development of the recreation

movement nationally. He is also the

president of the Playground and Rec-

reation Association of Philadelphia.

with money, persistence,

and persuasion, the United

States was no longer the

same. Where graveyards

had been children were

playing.

If you who read this were

born after the automobile

had altered the tenor of

American life it will be dif-

ficult for you to imagine

how differently people lived

in the pre-auto era. It will be equally difficult

for you to imagine how differently children

lived in the cities before the playground move-

ment and Joseph Lee got under way thirty or

forty years ago.

Take my case. As a child I lived in the center

of Philadelphia and played in an alley, for-

tunately a broad and dead-end alley. We
tackled one another at football on cobblestones

but that sport was a bit too robust even for the

hardiest. We had sticks about three inches long

which we flipped off the ground and hit with

a batlike stick as if it were a ball. This game
was substituted for a ball game because balls

broke windows. However, we broke windows

anyhow and on purpose. We found the glass

on lamp posts very attractive. We never saw
a park or skating or skiing in the winter time.

We were indoors from November to April in-

cluding week-ends. At school disgruntled we
exercised spasmodically in a dull gymnasium.

Our private school had the use of an inacces-

sible athletic field one afternoon a week. Only
the natural athlete could be bothered to go to it.

With this background and the resulting poor

use of our leisure time it is not surprising that

the next forty years showed my schoolmates

to have a low average vitality. If this was true

of the boys of the typical city private school

how much more was it true on the average for

the children in the public school.

Contrast this situation with the better play

opportunities of the average child in hundreds

of cities in the United States today. He is born

into a different environment because of the

(Continued on page 583)
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Joe Lee was unique in many respects.

I mention a few:

1 . He had a wonderful faculty of helping people without letting

anyone know about it.

2. He was original in thought and inventive in action but suc-

ceeded in giving the credit for their results to others.

3. He was a philanthropist but no stranger would suspect it. He
often wore a brilliant red tie.

4. His manner would change from severe to humorous in a sec-

ond but your final impression was that of a man with a light

touch, a bit of sarcasm, a keen sense of humor: at bottom

terribly in earnest.

5. A man of unlimited property he swapped off a large part of

it for the satisfaction of having enriched the lives of the un-

privileged.
-

6. A man of aristocratic descent he was an unmitigated demo-

crat and believer in the common people.

7. He was a magician, for he could charm a greenback out of

you in such a way that you did not miss it.

8. He was a friend so loyal that he could tell you the full truth

of what you were and still hold your affection.

The Right Reverend WILLIAM LAWRENCE, D. D.,

Retired Bishop of Massachusetts.
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The Gentle Humor of Joseph Lee

GREATER
than anything

Joseph Lee ever said or

wrote was the rich person-

ality of the man. His character

was so many sided that it is difficult to select

any single aspect as predominant, but the

quality which most interested me was his rare

sense of humor. It was so much a part of him,

flowing through his every conversation and

speech, never extraneous, but rather an attitude

toward life.

"The baby's crying is a social function," he

once remarked to our class at Harvard Univer-

sity in 1916. "Language comes from the tre-

mendous demand for it, the craving for com-

munication. The thing the baby wants is com-

munion, not desire for useful information. But

there can be too much social. At Christmas the

child is usually cross. It gets mental indigestion

from too many things. It can't assimilate them,

so the least thing it can do is to break toys up
after Christmas."

In describing to our class every person's

need for a den for escape, Mr. Lee related an

incident concerning William James at a recep-

tion. Mrs. James was in one room and James in

another. Joining his wife, Mr. James burst out,

"Say, it's hell in there." He was the picture of a

man with a horrible face on. His wife asked

|

what was the trouble. Mr. James replied,

"I'm resting my face."

"The materialist way of studying human be-

ings is all wrong," Joseph Lee declared at an-

! other session. "You will not come to know

Shakespeare by that method, although you

spend fifteen billion years seeking to find the

I kind of marks he made after eating beef and

! after eating onions.
' We've got to consider

the purposes inside the

human."

It was during this same

year, 1916, that our Com-
mittee on Social Legisla-

,

tion from the Boston So-

cial Union went with Mr.

Lee to the old State

! House at Boston to speak

By TAM DEERING
Director of Recreation

Cincinnati, Ohio

Mr. Deering states he has related these per-

sonal contacts in the hope that others may
be encouraged to disclose similar experi-

ences, and especially to report letters and
statements from him. "Those who were

privileged in having close-ups of Mr. Lee

should present them to the National Office.

They are indispensable if someone is to

do a full portrait of this man whose per-

sonality, character and vision outweighed
a vast monetary endowment."

before a legislative committee on
the Bill for Physical Education.

There, as usual, his delightful

humor came to the fore. He de-

clared that "gymnastics should be classed as

dentistry or orthopedics, as having a surgical

and corrective, rather than an educational

effect." Always he stood for play as the means
to "total enlistment of all the powers of the in-

dividual," "growth from the center out." "Mere
gymnastics is a school of half-heartedness," he

declared, "conducting the habit of action that

starts halfway to the surface instead of from

the depth. There must be an object; there must
be interest; there must be exhilaration."

Mr. Lee was a pioneer worker for state legis-

lation providing for physical education in the

schools. Nevertheless, he recognized physical
education as only a phase of education and as

only a phase of recreation.

One time our Jamaica Plain neighborhood
house invited Joseph Lee as Chairman of the

Boston School Committee to address a neigh-

borhood meeting. He utilized the opportunity

to interpret education as being "concerned with

the promotion of growth, including teaching

both in the school and on the playground."

Here, again, as on every occasion that I have
heard him speak, he clothed his presentation of

deep truth with the gentle, kindly humor with

which he viewed people and life. Having spent

most of his life in public work, and having

served for years as an elected official, he had
been subjected to the abuse which is one of

the perquisites of office in Boston as elsewhere,

yet his experience never embittered him. And
where has the sound attitude for a public offi-

cial been set forth more

delightfully than he

phrased it on this occa-

sion - "Nobody will sur-

vive in public work who
minds what he is called.

I do not mean such affec-

tionate epithets as fool or

anarchist, but the more

grim and savage desig-

nations of worthy or well-
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meaning. I can't say that I have ever been

called an uplifter. Even the standpatters are

not mean enough for that. The thing to remem-

ber about such designations is that they are

not expressions of opinion, but merely cries of

pain, an encouraging symptom that you are

getting somewhere."

"For satisfaction, there is the same satisfac-

tion that there is in all true work, trying to do

something and once in a long time getting a

little of it done. There is besides, as in art or

music or discovery, in any of the real things,

the feeling that the work is bigger than you are,

that you and your private interests are insigni-

ficant, which is the first requisite of life and

happiness."

Two years later when I was called quite un-

expectedly to organize community service in

Seattle, Washington, it was my remembrance

of Mr. Lee's emphasis on the importance of

play in the home that led to our inaugurating

the first "Home Play Week" in America. How
could one do otherwise whose imagination

had been stirred by Lee's words, "I wish the

playground might somehow teach parents the

importance of receptivity to the children's sto-

ries of their games and their adventures. When
a boy comes in with his feet muddy and trou-

sers torn, his hair standing on end and a gob

of mud on his nose, it may require some self-

restraint on your part, especially if you are

sensitive about your parlor furniture, not to

open on him about his personal appearance;

but whatever it costs it will be worth your while

to exercise such self-restraint. If you care at all

about your children's confidence, do not, when
he starts with snapping eyes to tell you how he

got Bugsby out at first, or what a corking time

he had chasing the muskrat, respond with "Yes,

but won't you first go up and wash your

hands?" or, "Where did you get your boots

in that fearful condition?" or, "What have you
been doing with your trousers?" If you, on

mature deliberation, think that clean hands and
boots and trousers, now on the instant, instead

of ten minutes hence, are of more importance

to you than a confidential relation with your

children, it makes little difference at what point

your interruption comes. But that is the choice

you must make."

Seven years later, in 1927, Lee furnished the

best statement of the social philosophy under-

lying the "Save the Beaches" movement. The

humor, insight and ruggedness so characteris-

tic of Joseph Lee, the man, play through the

words and phrasing used by him on this occa-

sion. In a letter to Howard Braucher on June

14, 1927, he said, "This action of Deering's

raises an awfully interesting question. In Mas-

sachusetts there is often a right, confined I think

to certain persons, to go to the beach to get

sand and seaweed. At Nahant, Massachusetts,
there is an old right of way and a similar one

in Newport, R. I., running between the palaces

and the tops of the cliffs, where the lord of the

castle must suffer the common citizen to come
betwixt the wind and his nobility."

On the same day he wrote to me, "I don't

know exactly how to formulate the principle,

but the idea behind it is that there are certain

pieces of ground from which everybody can

reap a crop, and one man's harvest, though it

may somewhat lessen the others, does not de-

stroy it. Everybody ought to have a right to

reach the ocean, the great ponds and lakes,

and so far as possible, the rivers in their own

neighborhoods. The right was defined by a

lawyer friend of mine whom I asked about it

some years ago, as the right of bathing, boat-

ing and skating, of falling in and emptying out

your boots on the bank. The right of looking at

it, or from it, is even more important, and should

also be secured."

Two years later, in 1929, he provided Mrs.

Deering and myself with a most exciting ad-

venture. In writing the introduction to Mrs.

Deering's book on "The Creative Home," he

made penciled notes on nearly every page,

explaining that these were "For you to pay
such attention to as you think they deserve."

And in addition he sent on to her his penciled

preliminary draft of his own introduction with

its innumerable changes and corrections.

Where in the manuscript Mrs. Deering used

the word "self-expression" he interlined, "Dr.

Charles Eliot once told me that this is a horrible

expression. It is hard to avoid. In a most im-

portant sense it is true; the trouble is that it I

suggests egotism the very opposite of art. The

artist kills himself for art; the god takes him by

the ear and he is lucky if he gets out alive. It

is adoration impersonal, following something

bigger than yourself. The Greeks, the artistic

nation, knew. The deuce of it is that there often

(Continued on page 584)



Play in Education

PROMINENT
men and women leaders in

the national social work of today, as they

have watched the work which the Play-

ground and Recreation Association of America

is doing under the leadership of Joseph Lee,

have said: it is too bad that such splendid en-

ergy and enthusiasm should be given to the

play movement when other more fundamental

and more important social movements are re-

ceiving so much less attention than they de-

serve.

When asked what questions are more funda-

mental then the difference of opinion shows
itself. One replies, work with needy families in

their homes, and suggests that the energy now
going into the playmovement ought to be ex-

pended in the charity organization field.

Another states that the two great problems
are the fight with disease, and education. Then
I question my friend as to what he means by
the general term education, and I find that he

wants every man educated so that he will com-

mand better wages.
Another friend tells me that the labor move-

[

ment is far more fundamental than the play
movement that our future depends upon work-

ing out the right relations between labor and

capital. "It is always a regret to me that you
are not working on the labor problem." Yet

another friend considers the great problem to

be the production of more corn per acre, the

production of a larger return per unit of labor

employed.
I am personally interested in each of these

movements. I would not minimize the impor-
tance of any of them, for they are all funda-

j
mental. My quarrel with these friends is not in

their emphasis on these things but in their de-

nial of an equally fundamental place to play.
Are they right in thinking of play as a luxury,

or are those right who
think of play as a neces-

sity?

I have known no other

missionary movement
commanding greater and
more complete loyalty

One of the great contributions made by
Joseph Lee not cnly to the recreation

movement but to the field of education

was his book "Play in Education." In

The Survey, November 13, 1915,
there appeared a review of this book.

from those who have had intimate touch with

it. Few, however, have had this intimate touch.

That which is simple, easy, nearby, does not

seem of great importance. However, just as

steam, so simple a thing as to be overlooked,

has revolutionized modern manufacturing, so

many who have thought most in terms not of

things but of men report that in play simple

play lies a force sufficiently powerful in its

action on the inner life of men to be one of

man's most powerful allies in producing a civ-

ilization.

The play movement has needed a strong

statement of what play is, of the part it has in

developing the normal child, of what the denial

of play means in the individual life and in the

community life. The few individuals today who
have time to think are asking the question,

What must a man do to live a life? What kind

of world must be created if all men are to live,

not merely exist?

The book which Joseph Lee has given us is

a book on the making of a life, though he calls

it "Play in Education." Now we have a book

strong, deep, rich in human experience with

a vein of humor running through it, readable

a book you cannot read without thinking,

which can be placed in the hands of those who
are willing to think on fundamental questions.

Those who have a different philosophy of life

can here pause and face again the eternal

question as to what is true and what makes
for progress.

Much of our present-day social philosophy
is founded on the theory that the new basis of

civilization is a full soup-kettle, or that it is fields

which produce hundreds of bushels of grain per

acre, or on general laws which shall create a

machinery which shall automatically produce
the civilization we have thus far failed to

achieve. Joseph Lee in his

book goes back of all ma-

chinery, back of all mate-

rial problems, to the old

problem that interested

Plato, Jesus, Froebel: how
to produce men who shall
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live, men alert, active, with will power, with

personality men whose lives shall have a ring

to them, men who shall be missed when they

die. The civilization with which he is concerned

is not measured in terms of the billions of goods

exported, nor even in terms of wonderful build-

ings and boulevards. This civilization is a civi-

lization in which man shall be supreme a

master, not a slave of what he has himself pro-

duced, no treadmill existence in this new civi-

lization. Once let all men live and the material

basis of civilization will care for itself. Raphael

did not paint the Sistine Madonna because he

had surplus paint, but because he had life

within him which must express itself. The per-

manent wealth of the world is all the product of

the urge for vital living, preserved in the men

who gave that wealth its immortal form.

Those who know Mr. Lee know how hard he

tries always to keep people from suspecting

the extent of his genius, his culture, his wide

reading, his knowledge of art, natural history,

human nature, the world the depths of poetry

and religion which underlie all his life and

writing. But he is rarely successful; and all the

rich experience of his life thought, dreams, has

been drawn upon at will, apparently without

effort, to illustrate the principles of play.

I do not know what place this book will

finally have in the list of the books of the proph-

ets, but to me it is the greatest contribution Mr.

Lee has yet made to the play movement. I have

placed "Play in Education" on the shelf side by

side with the books of Froebel, with Jane

Addams' "Spirit of Youth" and the "City

Streets" nearby. It is not a book to read once

but one to turn back to, a book to be read over

and over.

The book will interest those who have chil-

dren of their own, or wish they had children, or

find pleasure in the laughter of children, or

were once children themselves, or still desire

io retain throughout life something of the child

spirit, or believe that the world will not lose if

the middle-aged and the aged retain the fresh-

ness and the enthusiasm which goes with a

child heart.

Play is the most serious business of life. It is

play that brings into existence the greater per-

sonality of the child and of the adult. Growth

is through joyous action. Without play a chil

does not grow to be a complete man.

"Anybody who will make prisoner's base

again the fashion in any city where it has died

out, and so make a playground of every street

not too much given over to the intruding inter-

ests of traffic, will be a benefactor to all its

future generations, and earn the monument of

one who has made two children grow where
one tried to grow before. The difficulty of the

task as well as its beneficence will merit such

canonization.

"Pitching for the home team brings out a

power that was not there, that existed only in

the boy's heart and in the heart of the team

he represents. The play purpose exalts to its

own level. The child throws himself into his

game up to the very limits of his courage and

perseverance beyond the limits hitherto set,

for the game is itself the very act of growth. He
follows the ball each day further into the unex-

plored regions of potential character, and

comes back each evening a larger moral being

than he set forth. His whole nature is trained

in this discipline, run into the mold that nature

has therein prescribed.

"Specialization contributes to the fullness of

membership because through it the team makes

its full claim on the individual. In intrusting

him with one especial service, it stakes its suc-

cess upon his adequacy, subjects him to the full

current of its purpose. If shortstop does not field

the ball when it comes his way, if first base

does not catch it when it is thrown to him, it

will not get fielded or will not be caught. In his

own especial office each player is the team, all I

there is of it at that point.

"In general the boy's team-sense should be<

taken at its most exalted moment, before it has >.

hardened down into exclusiveness or incapa-i

city for generous appreciation of outsiders; and:

at this point there should be injected into it the*

idea that a narrow loyalty is disloyalty to the

very spirit of which true loyalty consists that

taking the gang as final means disloyalty to

the school; that exclusive devotion to the school .

means disloyalty to the college, and that the-

graduates of a college who, when placed in

responsible business office, give preference tc

their fellow-graduates, are disloyal not merely
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to their employer but to the college itself by
identifying it with such disloyalty. In short, our

boys and girls must be taught Mr. Royce's spirit

of loyalty to loyalty, including that of your

opponents.

"I wish we had the Scotch word leal loyal

and happy the noblest word I think in any
language. The Land o' the Leal, the true Val-

halla, home of the happy warriors of all nations

and of all faiths, the land where true foemen

meet, and see that each was working for the

one true cause: that is the heaven that is worth

attaining, and such is the loyalty we must learn

to teach."

In work, if you eliminate the play element

of loyalty, the team sense, the instinct to make
good, to be somebody as a member of the

society to which he happens to belong then

the desiccated remainder of hunger-driven toil

has lost all that gave it nobility.

"Surrender to something greater than one's

self is the essence of all life. The egoist inevi-

tably shrivels in mind as in soul: and if his

body, being tough and well-fed, survives, it is

rather as an encumbrance than as an instru-

ment of life. Subordination is the first lesson in

the art of living. It is when you lose yourself

in the game, begin to feel that the work is big-

ger than you are, that full life possesses you, or

that true growth takes place."

The efficient man is he who is efficient in

saving his own life, who can effectively trans-

late his soul into action. It makes no difference

to you how far you go if you leave your heart

behind: in that case you may as well turn back

and start again. What counts is not how far

you travel, but how far you carry your ideal.

The rest is merely the squirrel in the cage

motion, perhaps very hot and strenuous, but

without progress. And rhythm is the method of

the soul's progression, the natural manner not

indeed the ruling motive, but the gait and the

habit of the human spirit, its way of proceed-

ing toward its end.

"It was in the poems of Schiller and the sym-

phonies of Beethoven that German nationality

was achieved. ... A friend of mine only yes-

terday heard a German say, after listening to

one of their civic choruses, 'Germany will never

be conquered while Germans sing like that.'

"The service of all our social institutions -

history, public buildings, monuments, flag, pa-
triotic song and ritual is to clothe this unseen

body of the state, give it reality to us and give
us faith in its reality.

"The power of corporate membership is the

greatest spiritual power there is. It gives to an
individual the voice and authority of a people's

soul, gives the patriot a purpose transcending
his individual existence, so that his private

fortune, even his life or death, become to him of

secondary importance. He enters the orbit of

a vaster personality and moves with the power
and serenity of a secular force.

"Am I claiming too much for a mere childish

game? Not when we realize that this game is

the outcropping in the growing mind of an in-

stinct without which there would not have been

any child at all, or any human race for him
to grow upon. What the child, in the ring game,

acquires is a beginning only, a little bud, but

the parent of a great branch. Except as he is

member, citizen, the child will lack the chief

basis of morality. He will scarce be human, will

miss the most precious part of his inheritance.

"The end of the apple tree, from our point of

view, is apples. But there is no use talking

apples to it in the spring. If you can protect its

buds from frost and its leaves from caterpillars

or can supply it better diet for its roots, it will be

grateful to you. And however little the bud or

leaf or root may look like apples to you, be sure

that the tree knows the way and the time and
that your best contribution is in assisting na-

ture on the path she has marked out. Timeli-

ness, as Emerson said, is the lesson of the gar-

den, and it would be a blessed thing if we
would apply this lesson to plants whose growth
is more important than that even of roses or

potatoes.

"Pain and hunger, hard taskmasters to all

living things, are in this respect more cruel to

man than to any other creature, driving him,

through the stimulation of his own abundant

ingenuity, to follow more and more a path in

which he is homesick from the start.

"What we have to call crime, idleness, and

vagabondage is largely the continuance of un-

reconstructed man in the direction in which na-

ture aimed him, past the switch intended to

shunt him off into our civilized pursuit. Drudg-

ery, on the other hand, is the penalty paid by
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those who take the curve for civilization and

-way stations and leave the ancient track. And

it is usually only the way stations they can

Teach.

"It is true that all real work is supported, as

1 have said, by the great team instinct. But,

though the instinct is always there, it is not

always strong enough to float the service it

requires of us.

"Darwin said that the wild cowboy Spaniards

of the east coast of South America were gentle-

men, while their more civilized cousins of the

-west coast were not. Sir Walter Scott makes a

similar unfavorable comparison of the civilized

burgher of Glasgow with the wild cataran of

the Highland hills. Comparisons to the same

effect are often drawn between the manners of

the barbarians like the Bedouin Arabs or our

own Indians and those of more civilized peo-

ples. And after making every allowance for

aristocratic prejudice in favor of the more bar-

baric virtues, there is enough of truth in these

opinions to be worth thinking of. Certainly it

will not profit us to gain the whole world of

material prosperity if the result in human char-

acter turns out a loss.

"This is the tragedy of civilization that the

-end of all our labor and our ingenuity has been,

for the great majority of men and women, the

defeat of that inner life which it is our dearest

object to promote. Man is a stranger in the

modern world. As encountered in his daily

work, it is no longer the world to which his

instinctive capacities relate.

"Which shall the boy do, cultivate the pow-
ers that "are in him or prepare for an industrial

pursuit? Shall he train himself to be a useful

member of society at the expense of abandon-

ing all hope of other expression beyond the

point attainable by an amateur; or shall he

cultivate mind and talent with the result of

never making good? That is the choice which

the great majority of modern youth must face.

"And it is not merely a choice between mak-

ing a living and gaining a life; a normal life

is impossible either way. Not to make good is

to leave out the one most necessary element of

life. To make good in a way that satisfies no

other instinct is to be but half alive. For the

great majority these two vital strands cannot be

brought together in any pattern they are strong

enough to weave. The evil for the average boy
of the apprentice age is not merely that he will

not when he grows up live a full human life,

but that he never can grow up at all. The means
of acquiring the full stature of humanity do not

exist in either of the alternatives presented."

The death of Joseph Lee leaves a void that cannot be filled. For the thousands
of people who are now enjoying public playgrounds and recreation facilities, it seems
natural and their right that these opportunities should be afforded the people; but when
Mr. Lee started his agitation for recreation especially open-air recreation there was, to

my knowledge, not one organized open-air playground in existence. It is true that Mr.

Stover, helped by Miss Wald and a small number of us, brought about the filling in of

the foundation of some tenement buildings which stood on the place where the Seward
Park playground is now located and there, with discarded gymnasium apparatus,

opened one of the first open-air playgrounds. But to Mr. Lee's imagination and to his

initiative was left a larger planning of playground facilities and recreation for the

people. Valuable as was this idea and its execution, much more unique was the spirit

which Mr. Lee brought into this work. His joyfulness and enthusiasm, which were con-

tagious, brought about the progress which has been made in that field and his name
should, and no doubt will be remembered by the old crowd for a good many years.

FELIX M. WARBURG, Chairman of the first Finance Committee of the National Recrea-

tion Association.



At the National Recreation Congresses

EMERSON
said, propheti-

cally, you would think,

but true then, "Things

are in the saddle, and ride

mankind."

This business of things is

confusing. I am going to

leave you with a question,

finally that things are ne-

cessary, and there are some

things that are better than some others. That

children like few and simple things. That our

cloisteral desire, longing to get away, sends

many people to convents and sends others of

us to mountain peaks. It is very deep in us, and
I should think that we should be dying for lack

of satisfaction of it at the present time.

We crave simplicity and order. Those of you
who have children now have a "pen" for them.

A great thing about the "pen" is that if a child

is howling and you put it in the "pen" very

often it stops right off. Children are sick of all

i
this stuff and want to get away where there is

only one thing. I have learned that things can
'

bring the cure as well as the trouble. They can
'

provide the cloister, the mountain peak, the
1 woods all the great solitudes and silences.

And that is a wonderful thing to see how very

I fast we are developing in that direction. It

;
seems to me in our conferences that the first

i thing we heard about was playgrounds, then

|

it was art, and now it is getting to be, I think,

j
the lonely places the great parks and great

beauty scenes the preservation of the

beaches.

Somebody made a point a very true point-

that all people who teach the economies of real

estate should remember. There are as many

crops to be got at the top of the mountains as

the number of people who go there. It isn't like

agriculture. Everybody who looks at a beautiful

scene gets it, gets the whole of it insofar as he

has capacity. That is a great thing for the

schools to do to teach us to see.

The great problem now, I think, for our parks,

is how many people can be solitary in the

same place at the same time. It really is becom-

ing a very difficult problem. Of course, we can

At the end of each Recreation

Congress Joseph Lee would give
an impromptu summary of the

addresses and discussions at

the meetings. The abstracts given
here are taken from Mr. Lee's

summary of the 1928 Congress
which appeared in the November,
1928, is'sue of Recreation.

make the places. It is easy
enough to do the obvious

thing. Take away the hot

dog signs.

But in this matter of pre-

venting people from treading
on one another and killing

one another's enjoyment, and
how much of the thing there

is left when we have all got
there the Playground Association will never
do any of the fool things there. We shan't or-

ganize people, "One, two, three, look relax

be solitary."

Another thing I have learned is that there are

many workers in all forms of play and recrea-

tion who are tracing on matter the true impres-
sion of a child, the human being. Where do

they touch it? Where does it touch them? Where
does it call to them? What are the voices that

they hear? What are the sights that beckon?
What things? What tools? What are the wea-

pons of the mind?
I was very much interested in the reiteration

in all the talks I have heard, that "things" have

got to meet human nature; and "things" are

our own counterpart, are our playfellow, are

the other half of us. How can you make the

introduction, bring the two, things and our-

selves, together? I think it is wonderful that

everything we have heard has been along that

line.

I was present at the beginning of a play-

ground in Boston, a school playground. And
while it was being fixed up, while there was a

lot of rubbish left there from the houses that

were pulled down, and while the sand was
there that the men used in their work and a little

shack which they could jump off, it was
swarmed with children. But when it was slicked

up and a fence put around it, no child could

be induced to go near it.

Children do like and they do need variety.

The good old rhyme of Robert Louis Stevenson

is very true. On the other hand, they do need

to be let alone in a few things.

Now, what about it? What is the variety that

dissipates, and what is the variety that calls
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forth? What is passivity? In many of these

things we all know that passive recreation

doesn't amount to so much. Perhaps sometimes
we make a mistake there. Listening to music is.

not passive if you listen to it. But still there is

a lot of passive amusement. I am a movie fan,

myself.

What is the passivity that disintegrates and
what is the passivity that recollects? That is a
wonderful expression. Recollection! That is a
beautiful word of what we mean and what we
get from solitude. We get to hear the tones you

generally can't hear; the little intimations of

what really matters. Recollect and pull yourself

together in that sense, too. It is recollection

both ways. To bring yourself to bear again;

know a little bit what it was you meant, wh
it was you started out to say.

hat

At a Recreation Congress

I quote Emerson. He says, "The great advice

to give young writers is not to leave out the

thing they began to say, the things the thing

was about." I think that is the main thing in life

as well as in writing. What was it you meant

to say?

And recollection, the same speaker said, was

"being able to see down into the depth of a

pool." That is quiet.

Now, what is the solitude that recollects, the

passivity that recollects? It isn't really passive

it is partly so; and the passivity that is merely

so much out of your life, a blank, nothing, no

result. What is the principle that distinguishes

those two things, those slightly different ques-

tions?

I make a little suggestion. I don't think it is

of much, if any, importance. But just as a sort

of starter. Is it with children, the importunate

things, like toys, that call to you to do some-

thing, that you don't want too many of and

the kind of material that calls you out toward

it that you can stand more of?

Well, that is a good deal the same thing. But

I mean the kind of thing that calls you to come

and rest or come and play and that isn't dissi-

pating. I haven't made much of a suggestion

there. But some things are importunate, and

some things not so much so.



Joseph Lee, Philosopher

AN
oft-related New Eng-

land anecdote recounts

how a certain village

character said: "Sometimes I

set and think, and sometimes

I just set." The world has

come to suspect that the

same classification applies more or less gener-

ally to philosophers, and Joseph Lee of Boston

is a philosopher, though many thousands of his

neighbors call him a philanthropist and he clas-

sifies himself in "Who's Who in America" sim-

ply as a social worker. A member of the Lee

family of bankers in Boston, connected by mar-

riage with the Cabots, and educated for the

bar, he might have been a leader in business,

law, or finance, but he chose social work, and

for nearly thirty years his name has been asso-

ciated with two great idealistic movements:

playgrounds and play for children, and com-

munity service, or play for grown-ups.

But to get back to Lee the philosopher, who

I

not only "sat" in a typically New England

I

rocking chair while he was being questioned

|

about his philosophy of life and service, but

permitted his quick mind to pass swiftly over

the principles of ancient and modern philoso-

phy, radiating at the same time an infectious

urge to incarnate (his favorite expression) the

philosophic ideals which he was expressing in

pungent epigram.

"My getting interested in play was partly

because play is the spot where the principle of

education rather than the 'hand-out' as a social

policy has the highest visibility," says Mr. Lee,

"but the particular thing that first made me de-

cide to do something was reading of boys ar-

rested for playing in the streets; it was as if

those boys had been arrested for living."

That caused him to rush at the task of pro-

viding playgrounds, and his intense interest

has caused the Playground and Recreation

Association of America to hold him as its presi-

dent continuously since 19C8.* To understand

the great influence Joseph Lee has had upon

By THEODATE GEOFFREY

A Philosopher Who
Works for Fun and How
and Why He Does It

Should be 1910.

contemporary civilization, no

catalogue of his offices or

achievements is helpful, for

they are mere by-products.

The essential thing about his

contribution to the years
through which he has lived

he is sixty-four years old is his philosophy.

"I think my philosophy in social work, if such

it is, was wished on me," he says. "It was cer-

tainly all there almost as long ago as I remem-

ber. When I was about four years old and

showed lack of enthusiasm about eating crusts,

my nurse said to me: 'There are many little

boys in the street who would like to have those

crusts.' I thought: How about the rest of it? I do

not mean that I have in the least lived up to this

philosophy. If I had done so I should be a

Christian a name to which I fear I have no

title. But I have been a far-off follower of the

Christian, or democratic, ideal in thinking of

people as real as spiritual beings, with beauti-

ful and tragic possibilities and in working, in

a rather feeble way, to make life possible for

all of us.

"As to method, I have always believed that

the spiritual governs that life cannot be stuck

on but must be brought out, that to tie on the

flowers is ineffective: you must water the plant.

You must also care what sort of plant it is.

Selection will show more even than education

in the result, and I have believed in birth con-

trol, in restricted immigration, and in the hu-

mane sterilization of the unfit.

"Of philosophy in the ordinary sense I pos-

sess a little. Nobody, for instance, will survive

in public work who minds what he is called.

I do not mean such affectionate epithets as fool

or anarchist, but the more grim and savage

designations of worthy or well-meaning. I can't

say that I have ever been called an up-lifter;

even the standpatters are not mean enough for

that. The thing to remember about such desig-

nations is that they are not expressions of opin-

ion but merely cries of pain an encouraging

symptom that you are getting somewhere.
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TOSEPH LEE was appointed by the Secretary of War, Newton D. Baker, as a member of the

* War Department Commission on Training Camp Activities, and by Secretary of Navy,

Josephus Daniels, as a member of the Navy Department Commission on Training Camp
Activities. For this service Major General Clarence R. Richards, on behalf of the War Depart-

ment, decorated him with the Distinguished Service Medal. Raymond B. Fosdick, Chairman

of the Commission on Training Camp Activities of the War Department, stated at the time:

"I have no hesitation in asserting that the work which War Camp Community Service has

done for OUT Commission in stimulating the recreation activities in the communities near the

military camps is the most effective single piece of' work with which we have been related."
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"For satisfaction, there is the same satisfac-

tion that there is in all true work trying to do

, something and once in a long time getting a
little of it done. There is besides, as in art or

music or discovery in any of the real things

the feeling that the work is bigger than you are,

I that you and your private interests are insigni-

ficant, which is the first requisite of life and

happiness."

Growing up in Boston in the democratic aris-

tocracy of the old days on Beacon Hill when
the little bluebloods battled joyously on Boston

Common with the alley-gamins from the oppo-
site side of the Hill, through an education at

Exeter and Harvard, Joseph Lee discovered the

theory that has lasted him through life, and that

theory is in part:

"What people want is power, rather than

money; but money gives power and the way to

get it is not to have it given you but to earn it.

"I do not have to live in a settlement house to

know how poor people think. Realizing certain

fundamentals of human nature, I can assume
that a human being will react thus and so to

the matters of environment, occupation, wages,
recreation.

"It is better to have a sound theory than a
collection of facts. A theory reasoned correctly

must be true; but facts may often be distorted

or misinterpreted.

"It may be a fact that a man is poor, or ill,

or a drunkard; but if you seek to change the

fact by giving him money, you only pay him
to be poor, or ill, or a drunkard. You must

change the theory to change the results.

"You cannot afford to give a man necessi-

ties, but you may give him all the luxuries

you can compass without hurting him. Money,
bread and butter, or a suit of clothes will only

pauperize a man; but make him a gift of oppor-

tunity and he will make himself rich.

"The San Francisco earthquake was a good

example of what I mean. Your big-hearted bus-

iness man promptly organized a bread-line and
when John Jones shuffled up, he received a
dollar's worth of food. But an intelligent social

worker, discovering that John Jones was a car-

penter by trade and that carpenters were get-

ting $25 a day on recon-

struction work, spent $25
or so to get a tool kit for
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John Jones, who was thereby enabled to earn
$150 a week himself. That is the difference be-

tween a dole of necessities and a gift of oppor-

tunity.

"Working and being paid for work is the only

way in which wages will ever be raised. My
idea of a minimum wage is about $10,000, a
year, but I want men to earn it, not get it as a
'hand-out.'

"Socialism, Soviets, minimum wage advo-

cates, trade unionists all share the same funda-

mental fallacy. They seek to increase the in-

dividual's proportion by increasing the number
of shares. The best thing I see about Mussolini

is that he hangs on to old-fashioned arithmetic

in which two and two always make four; that

if you wish to increase the value of the shares,

you must first increase the total. Limiting out-

put, equalizing opportunity, removing individ-

ual incentive do not increase the total that is

to be divided.

"Wages are the acid test of the value of

labor. Take mental therapy as applied to

wounded soldiers: the veteran in the hospital

making a lamp shade gets a certain amount of

good from being occupied, a certain amount of

reward from his nurse's praise; but when you
market his wares and put in his hand the

money some one paid for his work, that is a
medicine which will make him get up and
dance for joy!"

"I seem to be a devil of a long way from

playgrounds," interpolated Joseph Lee rocking

gently, "but I am getting to them, you will see."

And he did. Tossing off quotations from Plato,

Hegel, McDougall, Dewey, Adler, he spun his

web of philosophy till suddenly the point be-

came clear.

"The causes of unrest are not economic but

spiritual. What we are witnessing is the revolt

of men who see life passing away without

their ever having lived, who face the prospect

of carrying their ideals and aspirations unful-

filled and unspoken to the grave.

"Since play is the most deeply rooted instinct

in human nature, the ideal is to have man's

work satisfy his play instinct. But civilization

upsets theory, sidesteps

play abruptly at the point

where the child becomes
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a man. There is no place in nine-tenths of in-

dustry and business for play.

"The artist and the professional man can

play while they work, but with fool-proof ma-

chines and organized business, the majority of

people today must live upon the margin left

outside their work, or die. Thus our present

civilization must tend to permit a man to earn

high enough wages to indulge in play outside

of economic production.

"Play is an educational force. In animals it

is the urge to incarnate the instincts by which

the species sustains life. The kitten chasing a

leaf is incarnating itself as the future hunter.

Man has more complex instincts to incarnate.

Fundamentally play embodies three great ne-

cessities of existence: hunting, fighting, and

teamwork. Any 'game' includes two or more

of those elements in combination. There is an-

other phase of play: the joy of creating. The

child building a castle of blocks, the architect

building a cathedral are alike expressing that

urge. But art is a language and language im-

plies a hearer. The artist is not satisfied with

his expression until it has been appreciated,

and so among the ideal elements of play we
must include understanding.

"What we must aim at is to liberate the com-

munity's urge to play, so that each individual

finds satisfaction for his needs of hunting, fight-

ing, teamwork, creation,, and understanding.

Work economic independence is one condi-

tion of an individual's self-respect and happi-

ness, but only half of it; the man who has only

work and no play has only half of him alive."

Unobtrusively, Joseph Lee practices what he

preaches. He played with his own children,

and now with his grandchildren. For recrea-

tion, he is a happy amateur at sketching, danc-

ing, music; he is more than an amateur at

skating, since he likes to reel off twenty swing-

ing miles on the clear black ice of the Charles

River. Modestly he says himself: "I didn't start

playgrounds. In 1899, I was surprised to find

that they were not used, and I worked to se-

cure leadership for them."

That is his own statement. But his country,

in recognition of his work as president of the

War Camp Community Service, voted him a

Distinguished Service Medal; his co-workers

attribute to him a potent and far-reaching influ-

ence and inspiration; and the figures of the in-

crease during the past quarter of a century

in playgrounds, community Christmas trees,

pageants, municipal golf courses, "little thea-

tres," and such manifestations of the reaching

out of the American people for opportunity to

play, all bear witness to the intangible yet real

power of thinking made contagious and vibrant

by the personality of that tall, spare New Eng-

lander with mobile white mustache and kindly

blue eyes, Joseph Lee.

On Choosing an Irishman for an Ancestor
One of the ancestors of Joseph Lee was Patrick Tracy, a penniless Irish lad who

left his home in Wexford, Ireland, early in the reign of Queen Anne and settled at New-

buryport and became one of the outstanding ancestors of New England. His second
wife was a granddaughter of Rev. John Cotton and connected with the Quincy family.

According to the Boston Post of August 1, 1937, Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes,

Henry Lee Higginson, James Jackson Storrow, Robert Treat Paine, Dr. Charles Pickering

Putnam, James Jackson Minot, General Charles Russell Lowell, Joseph Lee and many
other leading citizens of Boston were direct descendants.

By the time the war came on in 1776 Patrick Tracy who had come to Massachu-
setts in 1730, a boy of 19, had a fleet worth three millions, maintained twenty-four pri-

vateers with 340 guns and 2800 men which captured 120 British ships.



From Private Letters of Joseph Lee
October 18, 1919

Editor of the San Francisco Call

jSan Francisco, California

(Dear Sir:

I was interested in your editorial because
.you felt amusement needs no organization.

I am doubtless a prejudiced party, but I can
.say that, though I don't agree with your con-
I elusion, I sympathize to a considerable extent

with your point of view. Personally I do not al-

ways like to take my amusements in a crowd.
I happen to be fond of fishing and I cherish an
undying hatred for those who on various occa-
sions have offered a brass band accompani-
ment to my advances to the trout. And then

nobody likes to be reminded that he needs or-

ganizing.

But yet there is a lot of recreation that can-
not be got without organization. My favorite

sport in my younger days was football and I

never could make much of a go of it when by
myself. I found I needed others on my side and
still another bunch to try things on also that

there had to be a playground or some kind of

a place furnished by the town or somebody
where we could play without exciting too lively

an interest in the cop.

Another weakness which I share with the
:majority of my fellow countrymen who have
<tried it is for chorus singing. That again is some-

thing you cannot do alone nor at all success-

fully without a leader. And the leader must
come from somewhere and have had some
training in his job. (We are going not only to

furnish song leaders to start community singing
but to train others \o carry it on, both profes-

sionals and volunteers.)

Dances, games and social occasions gener-

ally are things that some groups of people can
manage altogether for themselves but for which
others are dependent upon facilities furnished
in the school building or the town hall or in

some other public way. The whole business of

the development of neighborhood centers de-

fends on organization. That parts of our cities

are still Saharas in which the unfortunate in-

habitants are dependent for such social life as

they attain upon the rare cases of institutional

churches and college settlements is due to lack
of team play. They differ, however, from Sa-
hara in the fact that the water of life is really

there in the people themselves and lacks only
the Moses to smite the rock of their individual

isolation and bring it forth.

The same thing is true of our most popular
and enticing forms of sport. In Detroit and other

cities there are twilight leagues of soccer and
playground ball. These could not be carried on
without municipal playgrounds and are not in

fact successful without somebody whose busi-

ness it is to get them organized.

Citizenship work (often rather forbiddingly

called Americanization) is another leisure time

activity that does not organize itself. Forums,

lectures, public discussions, library extension,

parent-teachers' associations and mothers'

clubs, educational and cultural evening class-

es, education in food saving and gardening,

the teaching of the essentials of government
and the meaning of American institutions are

not self-starters as a rule.

But I do not think that upon this matter the

people of California need any argument from

me. It so happens that one of my daughters is

soon to take up her residence in your neighbor-

hood in order to begin her attendance at Berk-

eley University. One of the things she is look-

ing forward to is a visit to the Yosemite, and
one of the things upon which she and all other

Americans are to be congratulated is that the

public spirit of California has secured the set-

ting aside and organizing for the public use of

this wonderful recreation feature of all the peo-

ple and for all time. The same thing, though on

an infinitely smaller scale, is being done when-

ever a park or playground or social center is

organized in any city or town.

Very truly yours,

JOSEPH LEE

May 24, 1926

Dear Mr. B- -:

I don't quite understand about the Mohawk
Trail. I don't believe in having any clean recrea-

573



574 FROM PRIVATE LETTERS OF JOSEPH LEE

tion near it, that is to say, nothing cleaner than

the woods and brooks. I came over it the other

day, and the only thing I would suggest would

be the removal of such artificial recreation as

there is, consisting of hot dogs, tame bears, and

enormous screeching signs of Socony.

If there is one thing our people need it is

contemplation, some place where they can be

left in quiet with nature and the eternal things.

One Socony sign or hot dog stand will put you
out of tune for at least an hour, two will spoil

the day for all the purposes for which the Mo-

hawk Trail exists except that of human trans-

portation, which could be accomplished better

by the Hoosac Tunnel, where the material

transported will not be disturbed by woods and

streams and such unwelcome objects. Fortu-

nately the greater part of the Mohawk Trail is

through the state forest where there are no signs

or anything at all except the road and the

streams and woods and mountains.

Yours very sincerely,

JOSEPH LEE

Dear Mr. B :

I think the setting aside of parks for camping
and recreation generally is of vital importance
and will become vastly more so as America

becomes filled up. We ought even, if necessary,

to use for park and beauty purposes land that

could be used for food.

It is not a misfortune to Switzerland that the

Lord or somebody has so made their country

that it is impossible to reduce it wholly to utili-

tarian ends, though the railroads up the Jung-

frau, etc., are doing their best. The greatest

asset of mankind is the unconcfuerable sea.

Some practical man will some day come along
to show how it can be made to produce corn or

oil or some other means of living miserably in

an uninteresting world.

Sincerely yours,

JOSEPH LEE

July 5/1932

Dear Mr. B :

The ideas that rule the world are the ideas

of poets Jesus, Buddha, Plato, Mohammed,

Emerson, Rousseau. Life will not be scientific

until every emotion has been weighed and

measured, especially the emotions we may ex-

perience in the future for it is only the future

we can deal with.

The best trainer of a crew is the prophet of

its possibilities. It is what people have not done

which matters miles of facts will never tell us

that.

JOSEPH LEE

December 4, 1926

Dear Mr. B :

In belated answer to your letter of October

21st addressed to The Playground on the sub-

ject of the film story of Christ, the only practical

suggestion I have is that it would seem to be

necessary to the presentation of an essential

element in the character of Jesus to make a

good deal of the passage about the lilies of the

field. The Christian religion has often suffered,

notably in America, from the absence of the

beautiful in its teaching. Jesus evidently had a

great feeling for beauty and it is extraordinarily

well given in this parable. The lilies of the field,

I have read, are the common field flower in

Palestine, corresponding to our daisies and but-

tercups. The lily also happens to be a very

beautiful flower. To pick the common lily in the

grass and say that not Solomon in all his glory

was arrayed like one of these is the act of one

extremely sensitive to the revelation of the di-

vine as beauty.

Yours very truly,

JOSEPH LEE

From a Letter Written on a Sick Bed

February 26, 1930

Dear Mr. B :

I am now sick, can only write this by putting

my feet higher than my head, and thereby pro-

vide myself with an alibi as to ensuing remarks.

There is no use in finding out any more facts

until we have some kind of principles or ideas

as to where we want to get to. A map won't

tell you where to go. You remember Alice asks

the Cheshire Cat: "Shall I turn to the right or to

\
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the left?" the cat replying "That depends on
where you want to get to," or words to that

iect.

Now I think the main principle of all social

'orkers should be my pet old motto: Don't tie

m the flowers; water the plant. I think it is a
eat pity that social workers should think so

.uch about leading methods of tying on the

iwers.

One thing to do is through the schools and
other wise methods to make industry more pro-

ductive, and even some of the fools are doing
something about it.

To make people by education capable of

living at all on any amount of money, large
or small. Very few Americans are capable of

doing this. Every Italian peasant lives, or most
of them anyway. The hackman points out to

you the beauty of the sunset. He isn't paid to do
it, he just can't help it. He hasn't any money,

j

though he does soak you twice his fare, which
shows a sporting interest on his part. But he

, does know a little how to live.

You know you can stuff a man full of food
arid yet leave him to starve. It all depends on
the kind of food. Until our schools cease to

j

sterilize the budding art and science in the child

Americans will not live, whatever happens to

them in other respects.

I listened to some people talking on a piazza
down in Florida one day. They were there to

j

see the beauties of the tropical scenery, I sup-

pose. They knew exactly how many gallons of

gasoline they had used and what the carbure-

j

tors and things had done, but as to whether

j they had gone all the way through a tunnel or

over a bridge they didn't know. I suppose some
of them got into the water on the beaches, per-

haps got enough in their mouths to know it was
salt.

There are also of course the wonderful case-

work agencies who are leaders in education,

though neither they nor anybody else has real-

ized it, and who are leading it in the water-the-

plant direction, relying upon bringing out the

strength that is in each person, however far

down they have got, rather than trying to give
them ready-made results in a sealed package.

I

They tackle the stream pretty far down, but they

j

are showing us the way to tackle it up nearer

to the source.

L'Envoi. I have from time to time reviled

one of my friends for being so much interested

in every kind of way of tying on the flowers.

We have got to do some of it probably, but for

the love of Mike let's put our licks in where
they will count about a thousand times as
much.

Remember it is one or the other. We can't do
both. There isn't money enough.

When I was on the School Committee in Bos-

ton I was interested in the children's teeth. I

found that if all the dentists in Boston worked
all the time on the school children alone, they
could not keep up with the decay. I found that

if a fraction of mem devoted their attention to

the children before they were six and had their

mouths clean and in good condition at the com-

ing of the sixth year molar, that clean condition

could be carried through in that generation at

small expense and after that the children's teeth

would all be sound. But you can't have both.

I have no quarrel with the tyers-on, namely,
as to how far they will go in using the money
of the rich to make life possible for everybody.

My point against them is not that they are tak-

ing money from the rich but that they are not

using it to help the poor but only distributing

it in a way that may make us all poorer and
certainly does not bring us life as it should and
might. The resources of the community should

be used to bring life, not to paint people to look

as if they were alive after it is too late.

I think the spirit back of it all should be the

spirit of the Puritans. They didn't succeed along
the road they chose, but they were right in

their main idea, which was that it was the busi-

ness of the State to make of this world a place
in which the soul of man can live.

JOSEPH LEE

April 22, 1925

Dear Mr.

I am a little averse to beginning with things

as they are if that means any lowering of the

standard. I think it makes no difference how
poor the accessories are, the mounting and

staging and all that. I rather think that the best

drama has generally been where the stage set-

tings were the cheapest. The Greek theatre I

believe stuck up a sign to show what the scene
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was supposed to represent, or had a three-cor-

nered thing they turned round. Shakespeare
had about the same plan, and both did good
work.

But when it comes to compromising with vul-

garity, it is more doubtful, though I admit that

I have not a perfectly clear division in my mind

between what is a little rotten and what is

merely crude. I don't know, for instance, just

where pie-throwing comes except that I would

not have it come at all if, to eliminate it, I had
to pay a hundred dollars a throw.

JOSEPH LEE

July 11, 1928

Dear Mr. C :

Bully for you for saying that the less organ-

ized the play and playthings, the more suitable

to the imagination of the children. The thing I

am getting us playground people to discuss is,

how in blazes, with the natural tendency of

human nature to slick everything up and be

orderly, we can have on a small children's

plaground (pre-baseball) a sufficient mess to

make the place habitable to children. The ordi-

nary junk pile is better than a too orderly play-

ground. And as for packing cases and what

might be called wooden rubbish (also miscel-

laneous sand piles and bits of lead and iron

and half bricks), what could be nearer Para-

dise than these? Of course a barrel with an
incline you can roll down inside of it is a little

better, if there are not too many nails sticking

out inside, as in the German storybooks.

Yours very truly,

JOSEPH LEE

May 8, 1931

Dear Mr. B :

Miss Zilpha Smith did a lot about open

spaces, not especially playgrounds but some
of them used as such, before almost anything

like that was done in Boston. About 1890 cer-

tainly before 1897 I was on a committee of

hers for which I made a study of certain crowd-

ed districts and selected sites for playgrounds
in them, one of which was bought by the Gen-

eral Electric Company furnishing confirmation

of my idea of values but not particularly help-

ing the playground situation. However, a play-

ground was afterwards made alongside.

Miss Smith made a map of Boston showing-

just where we were at and started a good piece-

of propaganda which resulted in holding the

open spaces that we had and increasing them.

somewhat.

June 3, 1926

Dear Mr. B :

I think the first thing I did about play was to

help in 1892 (?) in a survey of Boston play op-

portunities, including graveyards, with a study

of the especially congested areas which needed

playgrounds, started by Miss Zilpha Smith. I

made a study, with the aid of detailed maps of

the assessors, of two districts, one in the North

End, the other in the South End near South Bay.

In the latter I picked out a place for a play-

ground which afterwards the Edison Electric

bought, and the city afterwards took the next

lot for the playground. I was glad to have

Edison Electric endorse my conclusion.

I did a little something to help Mayor Quincy

get through a bill for playgrounds in Boston in

1898 (?).

I really started playground work with the-

playground at North End Park in the winter of

1898-9. We carried on that playground for two

years and then, owing I think to political com-

plications in that district, we transferred the

work to the Columbus Avenue Playground in

1900 and continued there until 1906.

We also had for a time the small Prince Street

Playground in the North End, probably 1899-

1900.

The work at Columbus Avenue included a

children's corner, a boys' corner, a big field of

about 3 l/2 acres, and 260 individual gardens.

There was also indoor work basketball, bowl-

ing (on an alley made by the boys) and some

club work in two old stables which were part

of the playground property. It also included

some work in the evenings by the playground

directors in other rooms, and studies, through

the schools and otherwise, of what the boys did

in the afternoons, and how the playground

work was affecting them.

Yours very sincerely,

JOSEPH LEE
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March 1, 1932

Dear Mr. B :

The immediate result of my busting myself

when skating is that I have some time to do the

things I want to though not as yet much of the

needed strength. I am feeling perfectly well

but I don't recommend that particular form of

stunt.

I insist upon the fact that it was all the

fault of the skate which came off as it did last

year. I had used those skates without any im-

portant misbehavior on their part for at least

fifty years and I got them second-hand from

my cousin who had used them about twenty

years. They are perfectly good now except that

the clamps are somewhat worn. I suppose that

was the trouble. I hate to give them up. Falling

because a skate comes off is the most sudden

and the most dangerous thing that can happen.
There is no time to wink before you hit the ice.

Sincerely yours,

JOSEPH LEE,

the result is that outside our working hours
many of us don't live at all.

Yours very truly,

JOSEPH LEE

Dear Mr. B-

October 31, 1929

Mr. Tichenor's idea is absolutely correct. If

our play has been what we think it is it will

cover a person's whole life. Also perhaps a
statement which I have often made, that play
constitutes the serious element in work. It is the
element that differentiates a profession from a
task, the side of work that contains the ideal
and that makes the lawyer, doctor, soldier live

up to his professional standard regardless of

the effect upon his income or his life.

Play is of course a rotten name, but the above
is what I think we mean by it. You must show
this to Mr. Tichenor.

Yours very sincerely,

JOSEPH LEE

May 2, 1930

Dear Mr. B-

I think that the root of the difficulty which

many American people find in making any
valuable use of leisure today is that they have

no conception of what leisure time is for. They
have no conception of the ultimates. They think

that any activity to be justified must be useful;

must either make for health or business suc-

cess, or must do good to your aunt or to the

people, or have some other excuse for being.

Beauty is good if it can make a better man of

you, or give you a better appetite for dinner,

or enable you to sell your pictures. But that

beauty is reality, that it is life, has never en-

tered their imagination.

The same is true of sport. If life can prove

that it produces food, then life may be excused.

We live a little or go through the forms of doing

so in order that we may produce. We don't

produce in order that we may live. Of course

RECREATION AND FUN
(From the Ohio State Journal)

There are now more than 12,000 men and
women regularly employed as recreation di-

rectors in this progressive country, but of

course they can't be on duty all the while, and
we suppose the children contrive to have con-

siderable fun in between times.

Sure they can. They can drown the kitten,

steal the bananas, sass the cop, swipe the kid's

bats and balls, take an advanced course in

stealing automobiles, and do their part in mak-

ing our crime wave a success.

But some of them like coasting, skating, bas-

ketball, and other things that playground di-

rectors get for them just as well as any of these

other things.

JOSEPH LEE

February 2, 1926



Why Men and Women Contributed

Through Joseph Lee

Characteristic Individual

Letters of Joseph Lee

January 27, 1926

DEAR S :

This is not sent in gratitude for having met

you last Monday evening at S's but a

mere routine piece of insistence.

Last year you sent us $150 for the Playground

and Recreation Association, and $100 more in

April; so that on the theory that from him who
hath given shall be taken, you owe us $250

this year.

That is to say, you owe it if you think you

do and are irresistibly impelled to send it.

You know about us, so I will not enlarge on

our merits except to say that I think we are

doing an increasingly workmanlike job, which

now includes a great deal of follow-up to see

that things are up to standard, and a rising

standard of our own, owing to the perception

that it is only what is really artistic that has

any carrying power or ought to have.

Very sincerely yours

JOSEPH LEE

April 4, 1931

Dear J :

You were a good fellow to give me the thou-

sand last year and I am not holding it against

you. Our Macchiavellian secretary writes that

you have three times given us $100, so I am
suggesting that compromise though perhaps a

more formal arithmetic would suggest that you

had paid for a 10 year's (or 9 year's) immunity.

There are many non-financial things I we

to talk with you about affecting both the college

and the universe, but my last projected visit

was stopped by poison administered, the doctor

tells me, by a primrose not, I think, as a result

of following the primrose path but of having a

very nice present from a lady. Talk about the

rose having a thorn I suppose it is the prim-

rose that is meant.

Sincerely yours

JOSEPH LEE

Dear Mr. J :

I believe that play and recreation have

strong tendency to lessen lawbreaking. At the

lowest a boy is not breaking the law not any
law that ought not to be broken when he is

playing football. Further, football and similar

dangerous sports give expression to the fighting

or knight-errant instinct in every boy, turning

it into the proper channel instead of leaving it

to overflow over the surrounding country. The

alternative to a boy in a playless world is

break the law or die, and to his everlasting,

credit he chooses the former alternative.

I do not believe, however, that the main

object of play is prevention of lawlessness or

of anything else. It is the expression of the

nature that the Lord put into human beings,

and its function is positive.

JOSEPH LEE
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From Friends of Joseph Lee

I was distressed to see in the paper yester-

day the news of the death of Joseph Lee. I

remember him with the deepest affection. He
was a tower of strength in the Commission on

Training Camp Activities, and I do not know
how we could have lived through the ordeal of

that experience without his constant support

and the unique talent which he had for bring-

ing differing points of view into harmony. His

seventy-five years were usefully and happily

employed, and he has left behind him a mem-
ory which those of us who knew him will al-

ways cherish. You and I whose ties go back to

the Commission on Training Camp Activities

share a precious recollection. RAYMOND B.

FOSDICK.

The name of Joseph Lee in my opinion be-

longs in the same category of great Americans

as William James, Emerson and Thoreau, one

of whose books Mr. Lee sent me many years

ago. I can say no more about Mr. Lee than

this, that he is one of the few reasons for be-

coming an American citizen. EVA LEGALLI-
ENNE.

One of my most treasured experiences is that

of having known Joseph Lee in the intimate

way that we who have been associated in the

National Recreation Association were privi-

leged to know him. His keen mind and genial

personality made him both an inspiration and
a kindly friend. Happy children in pleasant

places are an enduring monument to his mem-
ory. LEE F. HANMER.

In my opinion "-Play in Education" is worth

six times more than all the other junk that has

been written by the college and other so-called

expert. It is the only play classic. ALBERT

J.KENNEDY, Headworker, University Settlement.

There is a song of gratitude for Joseph Lee's

many years of leadership and inspiration and
a challenge to uphold and perpetuate in our

feeble way the ideals and standards he so

heroically established and so triumphantly

lived. DOROTHY ENDERIS, Recreation Execu-

tive, Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Joseph Lee will live in the lives and in the

work of those he inspired to greater accomplish-
ment in the field he loved so well. JOHN
BRADFORD, Rural Recreation Specialist, Na-
tional Recreation Association.

As a representative of the American Negro
group, many of whom Joseph Lee's philanthro-

pies aided, I have a deep sense of gratitude
that Joseph Lee continuously promoted the ideal

of service to all humanity without stint or limi-

tation because of color or creed. I pray God
his purposes may be achieved, as he would
have them, by hands he has trained and in-

spired. ERNEST T. ATTWELL, Manager, Bu-

reau of Colored Work, National Recreation

Association.

Joseph Lee was one of Nature's noblemen.
In one great personality he combined the quali-

ties and powers of philosopher, educator, social

prophet and servant of mankind. I always felt

that he "saw life clearly and saw it whole,"
and "as he lived from day to day" he was not

embittered by what he saw, but seemed con-

tinually inspired by a child-like faith and trust

in humanity. He could never approve of the evil

ways of men, but he possessed a sympathetic

understanding of their weaknesses and a vision

of their possibilities for righteousness. His was
an understanding mind and heart flavored and

tempered by a fine, rare sense of humor.
LEBERT H. WEIR, Staff Member, National Rec-

reation Association.

I think there never could be anyone with a
wiser, kindlier, gayer and more pervasive spirit

than Joseph Lee's. To come nearer to his

dreams through the coming years of working
and dreaming and working some more, always
"joli," as Dr. Finley would say, is as fine and
stirring and dear a calling as any "recreation-

er" could have, and as anyone could have.

AUGUSTUS D. ZANZIG, Director, Music Ser-

vice, National Recreation School.

With this letter goes my own personal sense

of bereavement for Mr. Lee was so broad and
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catholic in his deep interest and sympathy for

all the fields of social work. His was one of the

universal souls with fineness of appreciation

for any social work which was worth while.

FRANCIS H. McLEAN, Staff Consultant, Family

Welfare Association of America.

Joseph Lee's personality, high idealism, ge-

nius, devotion, keen comprehension of human
values added much to the richness of the ser-

vice of the entire movement. GEORGE J.

FISHER, M. D., Deputy Chief Scout Executive

Boy Scouts of America.

Mr. Lee was a neighbor of mine in Massa-

chusetts and I knew him well. He possessed

natural leadership and realized that outdoor

living, spontaneous play, and the need of men
for beauty and friendliness all hang together.

He was an example himself of what he be-

lieved in.

Mr. Lee was deeply interested in increased

vocational training and realized that it went

liand in hand with raising the school age.

Mr. Lee imparted his own enthusiasm to

others. He was full of New England tang. He

thought of himself as an individualist, but was

deeply engrossed in a public recreational pro-

gram. What a lucky thing it is that all our ideas

don'thang together! MARY K. SIMKHOVITCH,
Director, Greenwich House, New York City.

cruiting work. It would also be a contribution

to the whole field.

But it would need to weave together football,

rowing, boxing, civic and municipal improve-

ments, juvenile delinquency, etc., etc., into a

joyous, thrilling tale one that would connect

with the present potential "Joe Lee" and carry

him forward in imagination to his own later

satisfaction as a man in this rapidly changing
world.

If it could show what it meant in the 1887

world to a well-to-do young man to decide on

social work as a career, what it involves today

and if it could make the uncertainties of 1887

real and the challenge of 1937 equally at-

tractive it might carry a much sought-for mes-

sage to young men you would like to reach

and who want to be reached by some one.

Who could write such a story? It wouldn't be

true to Mr. Lee if it didn't carry that delightful

mixture of gentle-fierceness, robust courage and

wily wisdom that made him a terror to evil, a
foe to prudishness, an antidote for gloom and

a strategist of the first order.

I do think the main idea of interpreting Mr.

Lee's choice of career to young men is worth

passing on. So I do so, with great admiration

for his inspiring life and sincere acknowledg-

ment of his helpfulness, through you, to me.

DAVID H. HOLBROOK, Secretary, National

Social Work Council.

From One Who Knew Him Through
a Friend

I have waited a bit before writing you to see

if some definite suggestions would grow out of

my first strong desire that the thrill of Joseph
Lee's early choice and subsequent career might

in some adequate way be passed on to other

young men standing on the threshold of what

might become their own useful careers in so-

cial service. There's a great story there. Who
can tell it appealingly?

Is there someone with imagination and a
facile pen who could interpret "Joe Lee" to the

seniors in our colleges and universities, law
schools and engineering schools? If the job

were well enough done I should think you
"would find it annually an aid in your own re-

Flags at Half Mast in Hamilton

Hamilton, Ontario, Canada, playground flags

are half-masted today, paying honour and re-

spect to the late Joseph Lee, LL.D. The late

Mr. Lee was president of the Playground and
Recreation Association of America from 1910.

As a leader in the playground movement he

was a tower of strength and worked as hard as

if he were a staff member.

It has meant much to the playground move-

ment that from 1910 until his death it has had
the whole-souled leadership of the late Joseph
Lee. This is the tribute the playgrounds of Ham-
ilton, Ontario, pay to one who did so much for

the children for the last 27 years. Hamilton

Ontario, Spectator.



Moses in the Bulrushes

Joseph Lee Writes on Peace

HIS investigation of peace propaganda has
not gone half far enough. . . . For its insidi-

ousness and the depths from which it

iprings are unbelievable. Only the other night
while staying at a hotel I found upon the table

in my room a black and sinister looking volume
the only reading matter gratuitously supplied

by the management except directions for get-

ting hot water, hotels in Florida and trains. In

turning over the pages, the very first sentence
I came upon was this: "Blessed are the peace
makers, for they shall be called the sons of

God." Nobody who has listened to the debates
in the Senate could be misled by the latter part
of this statement. But not all our people can be
so privileged. A little further along I came upon
this astonishing ejaculation: "Glory to God in

the highest and on earth peace, good will to-

ward men." Again I read: "Peace I leave with

you, my peace I give unto you." Indeed, the

whole book, especially the last chapters of it,

was infected by statements of similar import.

I found afterwards upon investigation that

one of these volumes was gratuitously supplied
in every room by some society. Who paid for

them? Whoever he was, he must have had a
motive, and a motive, as is well known, is one
of the worst symptoms of moral depravity that

a man can show. Who could it have been but

some of these peace propagandists undoubt-

edly England or League of Nations or Wall
Street or something of that sort. It should be
looked to.

But this is not the worst. This same insidious

influence has crept into our schools and attempt-

ed to poison the mind of youth with these peace
notions. The words of American statesmen and
even of American soldiers, taken out of their

context and thus seeming to countenance the

peace propaganda, are being read to innocent

children and recited by them. The words, "Let

us have peace," attributed by the pacifists to

Gen. Grant, are even carved in stone upon his

monument on Riverside Drive for all the world

to see. . . . Similar sentiments are ascribed to

Washington, who is being mentioned as first in

peace as well as first in war. Even the perni-
cious three-word essay of Gen. Sherman is be-

coming widely known among the rising gener-
ation.

But most flagrant of all is an alleged quota-
tion from our great war lord, Abraham Lin-

coln, in which he is represented as talking

about "Malice towards none and charity for all,

binding up the nation's wounds," and indulg-

ing in other such pacifist twaddle. Imagine a
red-blooded, two-fisted, 123 1/2 per cent Ameri-
can talking such stuff as that!

Mr. Editor, we are up against a bigger task

than we had imagined. The roots of this propa-
ganda stretch far back into the past and spread
over our entire history. The doctrines to which
I have alluded are being taught not only in the

schools, but in the churches. They have in-

vaded even the home, and peace is now a fre-

quent subject of conversation around the sacred

hearth. It will require the united strength of all

our senatorial prophets .... it is not already
too late.

JOSEPH LEE

From "The Boston Herald," February 10, 1924.

February 13, 1924

Dear Mr. S-

The Playground Association has not spent a
cent in furthering the Bok propaganda.

Personally I do not believe that peace would
be such a bad thing, but we are not guilty of

promoting it.

Yours very truly

JOSEPH LEE
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Joseph Lee, Citizen
By HON. JOHN F. FITZGERALD

Member, Boston Port Authority

Former Mayor of Boston

MY recollection of Joseph Lee while in Bos-

ton public life is of the most pleasant

character. We were of the same mind in the

matter of improved recreational facilities for the

masses of the people, particularly the children.

My first act when I was a member of the Bos-

ton City Council in 1892 was to secure the

passage of an appropriation of $500,000 for the

establishment of the North End Park.

Later, when I was in the Mayor's office, Bos-

ton established in 1910 a recreation depart-

ment as a means to offset social evils by pro-

viding counter attractions for the leisure hours

of young people. At that time the National Rec-

reation Association, of which Mr. Lee was

President, urged upon all cities the establish-

ment of comprehensive recreation departments
that would work with the schools and other

community agencies to develop the best man-

hood and womanhood while giving the children

and grown-ups more opportunity to enjoy nor-

mal living conditions. It was not until my term

that the city built the zoo at Franklin Park and
the aquarium at South Boston, indicating the

new spirit of which Mr. Lee was a great peal
There came, too, additional playgrounds in

different sections of the city; indoor baths and

gymnasia; public celebration placed on a per-

manent basis; Christmas Eve and New Year

celebrations out of doors on Boston Common;
the establishment of social centers to include

all districts of the city, and summer games and
outdoor swimming meets for boys and girls.

Other evidences of the new spirit were the

founding of the Municipal Athletic Association,

the establishing of the Municipal Baseball

League for Boys, the inauguration of park walks
and cross country hikes for juveniles. Practi-

cally all these features were new to Boston,

and the Park Department took on the name of

the Park and Recreation Department. The aim
was to reorganize the entire recreation service

of the city so that the municipal gymnasia,

parks, playgrounds, athletic fields, concerts and
all other resources might be so administered

as to produce the maximum results for the

people. Mr. Lee initiated many of the develop-
ments mentioned, and in all of them his influ-

ence was felt.

Boston was most fortunate at that time in hav-

ing as a member of the School Committee

Joseph Lee, whose fame was nation-wide as

the advocate of recreation for all the people.

Fishing with J. L.

(Continued from page 525)

was a gentleman on the wharf who had arrived

in a houseboat and wanted permission to phc

tograph our catch. We returned to the wl;

and found a stout Jewish gentleman and

family posing with his fishing rod beside

amberjack. He wanted something to show

friends when he returned from his cruise, for

had been unlucky! J. L. cheerfully gave permi

sion and he would always chuckle contentedly

when this episode was recalled.

I doubt if J. L. would have taken so man
"days off" if I had not kept at him to join m<

and the same may be said of W. P. B.

judgment day my strongest plea will be th

some credit is due me for keeping these two

men from entirely exhausting themselves

middle life. These holidays for them, and hoi

days for me, I claim prolonged their usefulne

To be sure, J. L. was seventy-four when we 1

went fishing, but if we had fished a little more

often, we might have kept it up still longer.

W. P. B., with whom I have spent more time, is

still an active servant of his fellowmen at

eighty-two, and opened the hunting season

with me this year (1937) as usual, but J. L. was

unable to go fishing, and never can again un-

less in the Elysian Fields, where I am afraid

I shall not join him. If only I had tempted him

oftener!

From Jacob Riis in 1902
(Continued from page 530)

prophesying that school and playground will

yet be drawn together. That is what we are

coming to did come to in New York this past

season with a rush that almost took the breath

away from some good people; quite unneces-

sarily, for on that road lies safety. For which

also we owe Mr. Lee and his work thanks.

Truly, we are much obliged to him.

About Community Service of Boston

(Continued from page 545)

who wanted to act, finding plays for them, help-

ing them with the acting and staging, and

showing them how to make costumes at little

cost.

Mr. Lee was always especially anxious to
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ceep our general aim in view, and not to allow

is to drift into becoming entirely an executive

office that had charge of certain jobs. I remem-

well his complaining that in all the many
rears he served as a member of the Boston

School Committee they only once spent as

mch as ten minutes discussing the aims of

lucation. As a result of this feeling, the Di-

;tors' meetings of Community Service were

ighly intertesting discussions of the exciting

ieas and suggestions of Mr. Lee and Mrs.

lite ideas which gave rise to a wide variety

)f activities.

Mr. Lee always gave his personal support

backing up every plan, whether it meant go-

ig to see the Mayor to ask for help from the

for the pageant on the Common, or lunch-

ing with a group of boys' workers from the set-

tlement houses who were forming a city-wide

Boys' Work Conference, or attending an aircraft

tournament or toy boat races. He especially

enjoyed the large events such as the pageant
on the Common and the International Music

Festival.

Along with his philosophic thought his many-
sided capacity for enjoyment had, I suppose,

a great deal to do with Joseph Lee's strong

desire to help others find ways to enrich their

lives. This made him a most fascinating person

with whom to work.

Joseph Lee, Creative Philanthropist
(Continued from page 547)

of a remedial or curative nature. He was never

satisfied with the ordinary, humdrum methods

of doing work or, too frequently, pretending

to do it and kept constantly in mind the one

objective results.

Joseph Lee was first in many things. We have

lost a leader. Many causes are now calling for

leaders. We may only hope that others will

arise to carry on.

Impressions by a Staff Member
(Continued from page 558)

discussion a member of his family announced

that a dory he had ordered had arrived. That

was the end of the discussion! Off he went to

wade into the water to see the boat safely

anchored and gloat over its perfections.

It was there at Cohasset that we came to feel

the fascination of clipper ships as, under the

spell of Mr. Lee's descriptions, we trod the

decks of these romantic ships, sailed the ocean

wide and adventured gloriously! A few days

later there came to us a copy of the book,

"The Maritime History of Massachusetts" one

of our most cherished possessions.

We shall miss Joseph Lee always. But the

inspiration he gave us, the understanding of

the deep meaning of play, the appreciation of

beauty which was his heritage to us, will ever

be with us. And somewhere in another world

we shall think of Joseph Lee delighting kindred

spirits with his

". . . . talk of many things,

Of movie stars and clipper ships,

Of Socrates and Kings 1"

Looking Backward over Joseph Lee's Life

(Continued from page 559)

work of Joseph Lee, his associates, and the

members of the National Recreation Associa-

tion.

Their original calls to action have been

heeded.

"In the planning of our cities the children

have been left out."

"Every child is entitled to a safe place to

play."

"The boy without a playground is the father

of the man without a job."

These challenging phrases were not cold

news, but hot propaganda when national opin-

ion was in the making under the leadership of

the vigorous young man, later the kindly old

gentleman president of the National Recreation

Association. As some of the original goals have
been approached new objectives have been set

and the recreation movement grows and ex-

pands.

As I sat on the Board of Directors for the last

twenty-five years I observed that Emerson was
right when he said "Every institution is the

lengthened shadow of one man." The National

Recreation Association is the lengthened shad-

ow of Joseph Lee.

At the head of the Directors' table sat Joseph

Lee, with long typed agenda before him. Mr.

Braucher was explaining the pros and cons of

the question of whether the Recreation School

should be continued in New York or should be
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put on wheels and sent to every city that

wanted it. This was a highly debatable ques-

tion and of far-reaching importance. Yet so

clearly did Mr. Braucher put all sides of the

problem and so precisely did Joseph Lee hit the

mark with his humorous sallies that a unani-

mous decision was reached. The decision was

never regretted. These Board meetings were

regularly attended for twenty to twenty-five

years by many of the same men and women.

Joseph Lee never told a funny story and never

spoke a dull sentence. As a presiding officer he

was unique. He either sparkled or was silent.

He always seemed happy and on the point of

entering some delightful adventure. There was
about him a sense of "just around the corner

something grand is about to pop out and sur-

prise us all." He was young to the last. He was
ever questing after what?

"Few there are who ever snare it with a song

Though for the quest a life is not too long."

The Gentle Humor of Joseph Lee
(Continued from page 562)

seems no substitute, but won't expression with-

out self often do?"

The chapter on "singing mothers" he ear-

marked, "I think there is quite a problem of the

gap between straight community singing (not

howling with a jumping-jack to lead) and the

very musical. This seemed to fill in."

Objecting to unnecessary capitalization he

wrote, "I think capital letters make the idea less

digestible sort of stick out and create estrange-

ment not as bad as scientific but a little high

hat." He was no stickler for the niceties of

grammatical forms, however, as indicated by
another insertion, "Don't let anybody scare you
out of splitting an infinitive; it is right. Anyway
I think so."

All recreation workers who have attended the

National Recreation Congresses have been ex-

posed to Mr. Lee. They have observed the

humorous look of the man; have felt their ears

tingle from his gibes, and fortified with his in-

sight and understanding they have gone away
with a new dimension to their work. Those of

us who knew him personally, and many on first

sight, must have felt that with him in the field

beside us we could face up to all odds.
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Walking with Joseph Lee
No one could work side by side with Joseph Lee for a generation

and not feel his essential greatness.

He believed in simplicity and was simplicity itself.

One could not say he cared for truth. He was truth. Truth lay too

deep to be talked about.

Beauty was his passion. His face lighted up at its presence, his

every fibre responded, his whole body became eloquent.

Simplicity truth beauty his next word was democracy to be
followed as always by education education through living growth.

It was because Joseph Lee cared so much for democracy that he
wanted to help people to do for themselves rather than to do for them.

He did not like to think in terms of one class doing for another sort of

people, but of all working together for the good of all.

No one knew his own limitations better than he himself did. His

standards were so impossibly high that underneath was always a note

of sadness that he could not come up to them.

He was fearful of appearing other than he was except perhaps
that he did not mind "playing dumb" sometimes when he was most wise.

Always with the note of sadness, simple joy, humor, lightness of

heart was ready to break through.

He sought nothing for himself.

He believed in acting noiu, in going "all out" for what was impor-

tant. Yet he had patience, if necessary, to wait for a thousand years. He
never lost faith in the educational process and in the ultimate course of

democracy.

One gave the best one had to Joseph Lee always.

A movement for life eternal, abiding, abundant with pride, affec-

tion, loyalty followed its leader.

HOWARD BRAUCHER.



llAD Joseph Lee served for eight years in ordinary

times as president of the United States it is doubtful

whether he could have done as much for America

as in his more than quarter century of service as leader

in the recreation movement.

Joseph Lee cared supremely for helping children,

young people and older people to find in their daily life

the greatest measure of enduring satisfaction.

He gave new meaning to the words "play/' "play-

grounds" and "recreation."

He added years to men's lives by what he did through

recreation. Yet he cared more for depth of life than

for length.

The world is an immeasurably happier place today

for children and for all because Joseph Lee devoted him-

self to the pursuit of happiness for others.

Boys and girls grow better when they are happy and

can be their best selves.

Many boys and girls have grown up with "never a

dull moment/' as they have themselves put it, because of

playgrounds and recreation centers and other recreation

opportunities which Joseph Lee helped to bring into being.



Keeping Adventure

MAJOR PROBLEM is keeping real adventure in life. Routine, system belong to

the machine age. But monotony, routine are foreign to the nature of man.

Man has restless energy. He is a kind of animal that must have adventure,

excitement, romance. He must explore. He must conquer. He must show that he

has courage.

If he cannot get adventure- in his work, if his work is no longer hunting,

fishing, logging, but rather tending a machine, then in his free hours the adven-

ture must come.

A civilization that does not provide opportunity for adventure is not safe.

The urge, the energy will ultimately explode unless an escape valve is provided.

We care well for our machinery. We must care equally well for ourselves

for our fundamental needs as men. We have given, as every one recognizes,

much more thought to the science of things, of atoms, of molecules than we have

to knowing ourselves, to knowing our inmost needs if we are to continue fully

to be men.

We know more and more about disease. We learn, comparatively speak-

ing, all there is to be known about the human body. We set aside in foundations

millions upon millions of dollars for medical research. How much have we set

aside as yet for giving thought to life itself, to the inner needs of man, to giving

attention to adventure, romance and all that feeds the human spirit? Life itself has

been neglected. Much attention has been given to man's house, to man's body, to

his bread and his bed and his earning of a living, but comparatively little thought
to man himself as adventurer, explorer, creator, friend, as a human being.

"What does thy soul require of thee?" Birds must have air, fish water.

What does the soul of man require? Music and drama and human relations and

the creation of beauty and opportunity to adventure, to try to be courageous, to

keep growing^ these things the soul of man doth require. For such things in

part is the kingdom of leisure given and for such things will a wise civilization

make provision. Why? That man may remain man and not be dried up by the

machine he did himself create.

HOWARD BRAUCHER

JANUARY, 1938
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'ecreation

A Philosophy of Joyful Living

FEW
MOVEMENTS in the entire cultural develop-

ment of the American people have presented

a greater challenge to educators and leaders

in social adjustment than the rapid growth in the

demand for recreational facilities and recreational

leadership. No movement has come more out of

the social, economic, and cultural day-by-day needs

of the people and less from conscious promotion

by leaders than this spontaneous demand in every

field of culture for organized activities capable of

enriching life and giving immediate satisfaction.

The meaning of the word "recreation" has not

expanded as rapidly as its activity content. While

the connotation of the term has grown gradually

in the public mind, it still lags far behind the

scope of activities included in the program.

The question "Why do we educate?" has been

asked and answered by every people in every his-

torical period. Some have educated for the State,

as is very definitely the case with certain totali-

tarian states. Others have educated for the Church ;

some periods have educated for the favored few,

and some for efficiency. It was left to the twenti-

eth century to crystalize a philosophy of educa-

tion which stressed the importance, well-being,

and development of the individual. Herbert

Spencer expressed it as "education for complete

living." John Dewey said, "Education is all one

with growth." But no educator and no scientist

has ever expressed it more clearly and more

meaningfully than -did the Great Teacher of Gali-

lee when He said : "I come that they might have

life and that they might more abundantly have

it." This idea of the objective and aim of educa-

tion being to increase and enrich the activity, sat-

isfaction, and life of the individual is basically be-

hind the unprecedented demand for recreation.

Achieving Satisfaction

Recreation, therefore, comprises all those ac-

ivities which deliver to the individual an immedi-

ate cash value in satisfaction. They may be intel-

lectual, they may be social, they may be aesthetic

By HUGH M. WOODWARD

Dr. Woodward is Director, Division of

Recreation, Region V, Works Progress
Administration. This paper, he states,

is "an attempt to define the content

and boundaries of recreation in terms
other than isolated activities, and to

give some of the philosophical, psy-

chological and ethical implications, as

well as its relation to the modern
movement of progressive education."

or they may be physical. They all come within the

meaning of recreation if they result in immediate

satisfaction.

With the crystalization of the concept that true

culture is to be able to live the richest, most color-

ful, and most constructive life possible, the im-

portance of cultural activity which delivers an im-

mediate cash value in satisfaction is on the in-

crease. With the increase of activity which makes
for the rich life here and now the field of recre-

ation expands. Recreation might be' defined, there-

fore, as including all those activities and responses
of the individual which are pursued for the satis-

faction which accompanies the activity or the re-

sponse. It is good recreation if the activities en-

gaged in result in increased capacity for increas-

ed enjoyment and satisfaction. It is bad recrea-

tion if the activities result in a lessening of the

individual's capacity to enjoy certain other desir-

able satisfactions.

Certain philosophical, psychological, and ethical

conclusions have helped us to understand the

whole problem of recreation in its relation to

other fields of cultural development and in its

relation to life in general.

Since immediate satisfaction plays such an im-

portant role in recreation, it is germane to ask
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what relation the concept

"satisfaction" has to other

primary concepts of intel-

ligence. If we were to ask

what are the primary con-

cepts of intelligence to

which all other concepts

can be reduced and out of

which all other concepts

can be created concepts

so primary that they can-

not be explained in terms

of one another we would

probably end, as many phi-

losophers have done, with the following list : Ex-

istence, Activity, Awareness, and Satisfaction. All

concepts in human thinking have as their common
denominators one of these primary characteris-

tics of intelligence. All phases of being rest some

way on this concept of existence. Every phenom-
enon or thing in nature can be defined as some

form of activity in existent reality. On that char-

acteristic in intelligence which makes it aware of

itself and of its relations to other things the whole

world of observation, facts, judgment and knowl-

edge rests. But the world of values in every de-

partment of intelligence rests upon the character-

istic of satisfaction. Of all these primary charac-

teristics, satisfaction seems to be the most self-

sufficient.

The writer has asked literally thousands of

young people to name the thing they would pre-

fer to anything else in all the world. While the

answers vary according to specific things, a little

further questioning reveals the fact that they want

the particular things mentioned to increase their

satisfaction or happiness.

The "satisfaction" concept bears a like relation

to the other basic characteristics of intelligence. If

you pin the individual down to why he desires to

exist, he will eventually tell you it is because of

the satisfaction he gets out of existence. It is the

same with the desire to act or the desire to know.

They are pursued for the satisfaction they pro-
duce. But if you ask him why he desires satis-

faction, he can give you no other answer than that

he desires satisfaction because he enjoys satisfac-

tion. In fact, whenever the individual becomes
convinced that there is no more satisfaction in ex-

istence, action or knowledge, he does not pursue
either of them further. In other words, in the

concept of "satisfaction," we have reached the

most basic characteristic of intelligence. "Man

"Leaders of recreation can render their great-
est service at present in making clear to the

public the content, scope, boundaries and

spirit of the recreation movement. When the

general public, educators, municipal and state

officials come to think of recreation as a move-
ment to increase, organize, and make available

to all groups of society an ever-increasing
number of constructive activities designed to

give immediate satisfaction and make life richer

here and now, all necessary support will be spon-
taneous and enthusiastically offered. It will be

hailed as a program designed to bring about

the thing each individual consciously or uncon-

sciously desires a way of rich and joyful living." ::al

exists that he might have

joy." He acts for the sat-

isfaction he gets out of it.

He pursues knowledge for

the same reason, but he

wants satisfaction for no

other reason than that he

wants it.

Recreation might be

thought of as that part of

cultural developmen
which is struggling
to make practical the ide

that "Man is that he migl

have joy"; that man exists, acts, and knows
he might have joy; that satisfaction or joy as far

as human intelligence is concerned is the end of

struggle in nature; that the greatest satisfacti

happiness or joy to the greatest number cons

tutes the standard by which human intelligen<

measures the greatest good.
This is by no means a philosophy of hedoni

or a philosophy of physical pleasure. It reco

nizes the fact that there are literally thousands

satisfactions physical, social, aesthetic, mental

and moral. The end which recreation seeks is an

effective combination and beautiful balance be-

tween all these possible satisfactions. Therefore,

he who would embrace the philosophy of recrea-

tion must be alert to the great variety of possible

satisfactions and wise in his selection that his life

might be rich, varied, and colorful but, at the same

time, poised and secure.

The Contribution of Psychology

Along with the philosophical contributions

which make plain the relation between the primary
characteristics of intelligence, psychology has con-

tributed a number of vital facts which help us to

clarify and understand the meaning of the recrea-

tion movement.

Psychology has answered' the question "When
does human intelligence experience satisfaction?"

The answer is that satisfaction always comes with

a harmonious response to some phase of nature

either within or without the individual. It never

comes with a discord or with a conflict (which,

parenthetically, means that recreation is esssen-

tially peace loving). Individuals, groups or na-

tions at play never desire to destroy one another.

Psychology has explained to us that happiness
is made up of satisfaction

; that the greatest hap-

piness is made of many intense satisfactions wisely \
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elected and properly coordinated; that the hap-

iness for which human intelligence struggles

itist be extensive, intensive, and secure.

Psychology teaches that man extends his happi-

by increasing the number of satisfactions he

enjoys; that he increases the number of satisfac-

tions by increasing his ability to respond to more

and more aspects of nature. The infinite variety

of things in the physical world to which one can

respond with satisfaction furnishes possibilities of

great increase in life. The aesthetic world of

beauty, color, shape, form, sound and harmony

provides unlimited possibilities for life enrich-

ment. In the social world, he is fortunate who
knows and enjoys many friends, chums, and ac-

quaintances. The mental world is rich in satis-

faction which comes from knowing the secrets of

nature. In all these fields, the number of satis-

factions can be extended indefinitely.

Psychology has also helped us to understand

that while we increase the extent of our satisfac-

tions by extending the number of responses to

various phases of nature, we make our satisfac-

tion more intense as we learn to respond more ac-

curately to nature. The writer was once asked by
a Chinese friend to dine and discuss philosophy.

The friend served a dish which he claimed con-

tained something over twenty different flavors. It

was his request that the writer distinguish each of

these different flavors. It is

quite certain the Chinese

friend enjoyed his dinner

more than the average
American who seldom
knows what he has eaten.

In the world of music, the

individual who responds ac-

curately to the harmonies,

the overtones and combina-

tions of tones, enjoys a sat-

isfaction far more intense

than the one who responds

slovenly. In the intellectual

world, the person who can

respond accurately to all the

details of a problem enjoys
a satisfaction which the

mediocre student never
knows.

In no place is the import-
ance of accurate response
more evident than in the

social world. To some, a

The appreciation of

nature is one form

human being is just another individual ; to others,

a person represents the most wonderful combina-

tion of energies and activities in all nature ; others

see in a human soul the very depth of the uni-

verse, the essence of reality itself. Therefore,

some respond to human beings as individuals,

others as friends or chums, and some have the

capacity to love which means a perfect response

to the life of some other individual. Among all

the responses known to human intelligence, none

results in keener satisfaction than the harmonious

response between two rich lives whether they be

friends, chums, or lovers. All the world loves a

lover because he or she represents the greatest

note of harmony in all nature.

Choosing Between Satisfactions

The one phase of recreation which has not re-

ceived much attention up to date and which is

destined to receive more in the future is the ques-

tion of enduring satisfaction or permanent hap-

piness. For this phase of the problem we must

draw our lessons from the world of ethics. We
have noted that happiness is made up of satis-

faction and that satisfactions are increased by in-

creasing our harmonious responses to nature
;
that

satisfactions are intensified by increasing the ac-

curacy of our responses. We have noted, too,

that there are millions of possible responses ; that

the ladder of human happi-
the beauties of ness runs through satisfac-

of satisfaction
t jons o f physical appetites,

passions and emotions, sat-

isfaction of ownership of

physical things, satisfactions

of place, power and pres-

tige, aesthetic satisfaction,

social satisfaction and intel-

lectual satisfaction. There

are yet moral satisfactions

and satisfactions of mastery
which come from the ability

to maintain a perfect bal-

ance in all these satisfac-

tions, including a considera-

tion of the effect they have

upon the satisfactions of

others as well as upon one's

self.

This phase of the prob-

lem appears in a vague way
in what we call "good
sportsmanship" in our
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games, but it must extend much farther to a care-

ful consideration of the effects of our acts upon

the happiness of all other people. This power to

check self-satisfaction for the sake of happiness

of others requires a mastery of the elements of

one's entire nature. This ability to check, to

weigh, and to control one's responses in consid-

eration of others furnishes one of the keenest

satisfactions known to human intelligence.

If all satisfactions ran parallel, the business of

building happiness or the enjoyable life would be

a simple problem. It would resolve itself into a

problem of increasing and intensifying each and

every satisfaction. However, this is not the case.

Nature is not made up that way. Some of the

satisfactions run at cross purposes with others.

If you enjoy one, you must give up another.

Most satisfactions are capable of being indulged

to a point of dissipation where the individual's

power to enjoy greater satisfaction is destroyed.

All satisfactions are good in and of themselves,

but considered in connection with other satisfac-

tions they are good only as they fit into that

combination of satisfactions which result in the

maximum happiness to the greatest number of

people. This necessity of choice and careful selec-

tion makes the problem much more complex.

The Master of Life must not only be able to

enjoy many and varied responses, he must also

be able to discriminate between, select and con-

trol his responses. He must be able to select from

the thousands of possible satisfactions in the phy-

ical, intellectual, aesthetic and social, those which,

when put together, will result in the greatest pos-

sible happiness. He will live the cup of life up to

the full, but never allow it to spill over at any

point. He must be able to play the entire key-

board of satisfaction, but play each note in such

form as to result in a beautiful symphony.

It is this careful adjustment between the many
satisfactions of life, including their effect upon

others, that constitutes the moral problem. This

ethical phase, to some, may seem foreign to the

program of recreation, but the need of careful

discrimination and wise selection presents itself

at every point in the recreation program. An eve-

ning may be spent in the most intense satisfaction

and yet the individual may awake the next morn-

ing conscious that something valued and lovely has

gone out of his life. Satisfactions may be both

extensive and intensive and still not be secure.

The security of happiness lies in that fine balance

which many great philosophers have designated

as the "Golden Mean."

The modern recreation movement is essentially

pleasure giving. It should be constructive ; it. is

necessarily peace loving, and has a decided bent

toward humanism. It proceeds on the idea that a

life richly lived today is perhaps the best prepara-

tion for a satisfactory life tomorrow. It is with-

out doubt, in the mind of the writer, the most

outstanding of programs emphasizing the import-

ance and possibility of making a life rather than

making a mere living. Its activities are organized

on the theory that life should pay as- it goes ; that

the pay should be in the best coin of the realm^-

extensive, intensive, and secure satisfaction to

every active, appreciative, and considei

individual.

The modern recreation movement (even as

is today with its lack of organization and definitely

placed responsibility) is still the nearest approach

to a practical program for carrying into effect and

keeping alive a philosophy of happiness. In say-

ing this, the writer does not mean to minimize

any other phase of education or cultural develop-

ment. He simply means that the recreation move-

ment is emphasizing specifically and immediately

that element in cultural development namely,

activity for immediate enjoyment, which is closely

allied to the objectives of modern progressive

education and which is a vital part of the twenti-

eth century aim of education : to build into every

individual man, woman, and child, the ability and

capacity to live the richest, most beautiful, and

most abundant life possible.

i to

as it

"Time, it is said, is the essence of things. But

leisure time, what of it? In the life of the indi-

vidual is it to be regarded as made up of transient,

stagnant interludes between periods of activity?

Or is leisure time but a gateway thru which

'dull care,' frustration, ennui, and the forces of

darkness legion in guise and form shall enter

to warp and crush the human spirit ? Leisure is a

new heritage the gift of the modern gods of the

industrial realm. The gift is parceled out here

with parsimony, there with ironic and unwanted

prodigality, or again, perchance, with measured

nicety. It is a gift without intrinsic value. To

attain value such must be acquired. The gift is

not so endowed by original grant." Leyton E.

Carter in A Study of Public Recreation in Cleve-

land. \



Opportunities for Recreation

Photo by U. S. Forest Service

THE
TREMENDOUS increase of National, State,

County and Municipal recreational develop-

ment in the last four years under the Emer-

gency Conservation Corps has been paralleled by
the sharply mounting tide of recreationists using

our play areas.

Increase in recreational travel has been so sud-

den and so heavy that it is evident that mass reali

zation by the public of the inspirational values of

the outdoors has. become an established fact.

Whether this recreation be national or local in

scope, it offers opportunity for people to get into

the outdoors and make their own recreation with

the facilities available to them for camping, pic-

nicking, hiking or relaxation in the refreshing

and inspirational open areas which nature has

provided.

Preliminary to any discussion of this subject

should be the consideration of the native values

of Forest recreation, including the natural outlets

offered by forests. The twenty-three National

Forests of the Intermountain Region, which in-

in the

National Forests

By HAROLD L. CURTISS

Landscape Architect

U. S. Forest Service

eludes those in Utah, Nevada, Southern Idaho and

Western Wyoming, are available to all who seek

the enjoyment of the out of doors. Hundreds of

lakes, countless fishing streams, forest-clad or

grass-covered mountains, rolling range upon

range studded by jagged snow-covered peaks, all

rich in scenery, combine to offer recreational at-

tractions which compete with the best that

America has to offer. Wildlife is seen, both in its

abundance and variety, to compare favorably with

that of surrounding states.

Naturalness and Simplicity the Appeal

These natural outlets offered by the National

Forests form a definite contrast to other forms of

recreation. The fundamental recreational appeal
of these wild areas resides in their naturalness and

simplicity.

A basic principle of recreational planning and

the administration of recreation in the National

Forests, in keeping with their simplicity and nat-

uralness, is the avoidance of the unnecessary in-

troduction into the forest environment of develop-

ments or facilities which tend to despoil the nat-

ural and diminish the atmosphere of freedom,

open hospitality and unrestricted opportunity for

intimate communion with nature. This is what

we mean when we say that the National Forests

offer opportunity for people to get into the out

of doors and make their own recreation with the

facilities available to them.

Those of you today who are directly connected

with the planning and development of park areas

know from your experience in the last few years
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that public recreation is becoming one compre-

hensive program embracing requirements bound

to exist in all types of recreation areas. All of us

here can think back within our lifetime when these

wonderful playgrounds which are so much in use

today were altogether too remote for a generation

which did not have the automobile. All this has

been changed, however, by the introduction of this

method of transportation, and people are now

finding the beauty of unspoiled country and the

real thrill of being in the out of doors; in short,

they are really finding out what outdoor recrea-

tion means.

In any discussion of the natural outlets and

native values of Forest recreation, we readily see

that one important phase of the planning and de-

velopment is directed towards making certain def-

inite areas more accessible and more usable for

the purpose for which they are being developed.

National Forests, State Forests and State Parks

are year by year becoming increasingly important
in the entire recreational picture, because they of-

fer outdoor recreation for millions of persons in

a readily accessible, unregimented, inexpensive

manner.

Primitive Areas Offer Recreation

Not all of the recreational areas in the Inter-

mountain Region are being made accessible, how-

ever, for the Forest Service has definitely desig-

nated as Primitive Areas four tracts of forest

lands that have a total area of 2,034,992 acres.

These four areas range in size from 138,000 acres

to 1,087,744 acres, the latter being the Idaho

Primitive Area in the remote and practically un-

civilized portion of Central Idaho south of the

Salmon River and embracing some of the best

trout fishing water and some excellent mountain

scenery.

This is
- one phase of Forest recreation that must

be preserved for those who seek the wilderness

areas, those who would go back to the primitive

beginnings of the race and find some communion
with nature that is not possible under the tense

conditions of modern urban life.

Recreation with Minimum

Restrictions

At this point let us place em-

phasis on the simple, appropri-

ate, unregimented, low-cost rec-

reation available for masses of

the rank and file, with restric-

Mr. Curtiss, who is associated

with Region 4, U. S. Forest Ser-

vice, with headquarters at Ogden,
Utah, gave this paper on March
17th at the district conference
of the National Recreation Asso-

ciation at Fresno, California.

tion of use and enjoyment held to a minimum.

The privilege of personal use of the National

Forests by recreationists, practically free from

regimentation, is extended to all. No monetary

charge is imposed for camping, picnicking, hik-

ing and fishing. Nominal annual fees for special,

exclusive use of tracts for summer homes or

private camps, and reasonable charges for com-

mercial enterprises, such as inexpensive hotels,

cabin camps and similar modern commercial ac-

commodations, are the only charges.

Limitation on freedom and recreational use to

a small extent is unavoidable, and the maintenance

of simplicity is not always entirely possible. This

is true, however basically desirable it may be to

provide the maximum simplicity and economy.

Why is this so? Because the presence of larg

numbers of persons within the National Fores

during the delightful vacation weather whicl

characterizes the summers and early falls in the

Intermountain territory introduces hazards which

must be recognized and dealt with in a positive

manner. The entrance of many persons pleasure-

bound creates potential risks to public health and

property. It is these risks for the welfare of the

recreationists themselves, and the preservation of

clean Forest environment, that must be minimized

at all hazards.

Recreational use on the National Forests shows
a sharply mounting tide of recreationists. Our
combined figures show that in 1936 almost

71,000,000 people visited or passed through them.

About 24,000,000 of these people actually used

National Forest recreation opportunities. This is

by far the heaviest year of summer travel in our

history.

The fact that the National Forests are charac-

terized by multiple purpose management and wide

range of recreational uses gives greater emphasis
to the need of meeting the requirements set up by
such a tremendous influx of recreationists.

Efforts in this direction call for the providing
of sanitation and water protection facilities at

points of concentration. Application of fire pre-
vention measures is also required. Included iri

such safeguards are the instal-

lation of enclosed spring boxes

and underground water tanks

and water systems, fly-proof

comfort stations, garbage dis-

posal pits and garbage cans, and

outdoor fireplaces, tables and

benches. These, together with
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lutomobile roads and parking spaces, are facilities

)rovided to serve people on tracts of special

larm. Such improvements are planned by men

tilled in determining the particular types of

architectural design most appropriate to natural

ispects and the scenic values.

All developments are conceived and executed

nth the idea of harmonizing the structures with

ic environment, of making them fit into it rather

lan violating it. Our Forest development roads

/here provided are constructed with the same

object in mind. They are conceived and executed

/ith the idea that it is not the special camp or

picnic ground or road that constitutes the attrac-

tions, but rather the entire surrounding Forest

areas that hold the charm. Improvements merely

facilitate and extend the environment of the Na-

tional Forests and make it more secure and safe.

Forms of Recreation Offered

Recreation is found in a great variety of ac-

tivities, each individual seeking the kind and the

location which best suits his fancy. Some people

wish to camp and rest, others seek the fisherman's

paradise, while still others visit the forests for

their inspiration and for the opportunity for the

study of nature and its magnificent handiwork.

In effect, recreation demands exclusive use on

but very limited areas which are devoted to camp-

grounds and resorts. These areas, as compared to

the large size of the Na-

tional Forests of the

West, are insignificant.

Thus, with this small ex-

ception, National Forest

recreation can continue

to flourish and expand

along with grazing, tim-

ber production, water-

sheds and wildlife. Rec-

reation fits into the pic-

ture of multiple use easi-

ly and smoothly, and

under proper manage-
ment and with proper

understanding should not suffer from the other

uses to which the forests are devoted.

Multiple use of land means its use, simultane-

ously, for watersheds, timber growing, grazing,

mining, fish and game protection and recreation.

These uses, when properly integrated and adjusted,

can be had without conflict with each other. For

example, watersheds in the Forest Service policy

of sustained yield and adequate fire protection are

amply safeguarded, although timber utilization

and grazing may be taking place. Obviously, rec-

reation, timber production and watershed uses go
hand in hand with wildlife.

The Forest Service is advocating "Game Man-

agement" at every opportunity. This is nothing

more or less than the method used in Range Man-

agement in keeping the number of animals ad-

justed to the amount of range available. This

means that game animals must be protected and

that additional winter range must be provided
when necessary. There is no logic in producing

large numbers of game and allowing the surplus

to die of old age, disease or lack of food.

The "Landscape Viewpoint"

There are many of you here today who are

charged with the responsibility of actual planning

and development of the various recreation areas,

both municipal, state and national. In this work

of planning there is a growing emphasis being

Opportunities for camp-
ing and picnicking abound
in National Forest areas,

and everywhere adequate
safeguards prevail.

Photo by U. S
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placed upon the importance of the landscape view-

point. The foremost thing that we look for in the

men who are employed to do this technical plan-

ning is their ability to appraise landscape values.

The graduates of good courses in landscape archi-

tecture are proving themselves able to contribute

to the Forest Service in helping to solve the vital

problems of land planning and the important valu-

ation of scenery.

In the development of these mountainous recre-

ation areas the landscape is the dominating prob-

lem and the principles of landscape architecture

apply with particular force. Building locations,

roads, trails, parking spaces in short, all con-

struction directly affects the landscape, and what

is done to it vitally affects the character and suc-

cess of the recreational development. The design

of our small recreational structures must be care-

fully considered, for the cumulative effect influ-

ences the landscape.

The point of compromise between these two

fundamental policies, between the protection of

the wilderness atmosphere and the opening of

these areas to travel is important to you who are

developing your natural playgrounds. As we have

said before, the greatest charm of the National

Forests is the unspoiled intimacy of the landscape.

To maintain this quality is the aim of the Forest

Service.

Our function then is that of keeping all of the

natural beauty unspoiled and at the same time

making it accessible to the recreation-minded. We
seek to provide roads, trails and buildings in such

a way that they will efficiently serve their purpose
in a practical manner, and yet be as inconspicuous
as possible. To do this we are interested in apply-

ing the lessons learned in earlier days on other

Forests in neighboring states and regions. We
seek to be constantly alert to advancing trends in

recreation work.

Making Automobiles Safe for Our Forests !

For one thing, the automobile must be restricted

to definite parking areas instead of being allowed
to run promiscuously throughout a Forest camp.
Otherwise, the camp and picnic areas are soon
ruined. Trees are barked, the delightful herbace-

ous shrubs and young growth are mashed down
and destroyed ; the grass is rutted and soiled with
oil drippings, and the next visitors find only an

uninviting barren camp where once all was natural

beauty. It has been truly said that apart from
fire no single agency has done more damage to

recreation areas in the past than has the indis-

criminate use of the automobile. Accordingly, good

practice has been to confine the auto to either defi-

nite parking spaces, if in a picnic ground, or to

definite short parking spurs, if in a campground.
These are then enforced by erection of suitable

types of barriers around the parking areas and oc-

casionally along the drives.

The planning and arrangement of the camp-

ground road systems and parking areas are sec-

ondary only to the planning of a Forest road sys

tern itself. They must be arranged so as to set

the areas efficiently, and yet be kept in the bad

ground and as much out of sight as possible froi

areas of heaviest concentration of people.

When a Forest recreation plan for the develoj

ment of a campground or picnic area or resort

received at the Regional Office for reviewing, tl

first thing that the landscape architect examines

the manner in which the plan proposes to ham
this problem of auto traffic.

The efficient parking area of today is a herrii

bone system which provides diagonal parking
both sides of a central line with an entrance

one end and an exit at the other. Its main ove

all width is 60 feet and its length is such as to

provide ten cars per 100 feet of length on each

side of the area. Where space permits only park-

ing on one side of a main road, the width of the

area should be 40 feet outside of the edge of the

shoulder itself. This provides diagonal parking

space of 15 feet plus a 2O-foot space in which to

back out, turn and proceed forward into the traf-

fic lane of the highway without backing into the

traffic on the highway itself.

This problem of handling automobiles is an

everyday one to those of you who are dealing

with public recreation.

The Landscape Architect at Work
In undertaking any problem, the landscape

architect begins with the selection of locations

which will not tear up the landscape and which

will not obtrude into the important views. He
studies the design of proposed improvements with

the idea in mind of using native materials in such

a way as to harmonize the structures with their

surroundings.

The general scheme of development having been

decided upon, there is then made a master plan on

which chart is outlined all future construction

work. This master plan may be for a whole for-,



OPPORTUNITIES FOR RECREATION IN THE NATIONAL FORESTS 595

3t or it may be for a single campground, depend-

ig upon the problem.

Following this is the designing of the individual

terns, buildings, roads, trail layouts, parking

reas, playground facilities, and bridges. These

lifferent facilities are of such widely varying

laracter that they require a working knowledge

)f considerable range and extent in forest rec-

ition.

The problems of landscape architecture range

rom comprehensive land use planning, covering

itire forests, to the design and construction of

imp stoves and fireplaces, and they challenge all

the resources of vision and technical knowledge

necessary in a wide range of intelligent planning.

In order to make outdoor life of greater prac-

tical benefit to the public, our facilities and ser-

vices must be of a more permanent character. We
have abandoned the "twig" and "peanut brittle"

type of architecture in favor of an orderly pro-

gram of development of permanent buildings of

heavy logs or timbers, shevlin log siding or stone.

In other words, we use structural elements which

will both be structurally sound and also in har-

mony with the steep slopes and rugged topography

of the mountain country.

The recreational planner realizes in National

Forest work that next to the natural features of

a forest, buildings, bridges and other architectural

structures are the most conspicuous units in the

landscape.

If our purpose in making recreational areas ac-

cessible and of practical benefit to the public is

that of preserving them in as nearly a natural

state as possible, then these structures must be

designed with an eye to lessening their importance.

In order to do this, horizontal lines and a low sil-

houette should predominate. We should avoid

verticality. The roofs should be of low pitch, ex-

cept where high altitudes bring heavy snows. Too
often .the roofs predominate in the natural

picture.

Facilities to Be Considered

There are a number of different facilities en-

tering into our recreational developments on the

National Forests of the Intermountain Region.

These include, in addition to the road systems out-

lined above, the following :

Comfort Stations, both pit, chemical and flush

types. We are standardizing on the two-unit and

four-unit types, and the trend, I believe, will be

towards separate buildings for men and women.

These comfort stations are usually located so that

no camp or picnic spot is more than 300 feet from
the building.

Campground shelters and observation shelters

Community bonfire circles

Community amphitheaters of rustic logs and
stone. These are found only on a few of the

larger close-in picnic grounds which are close to

the larger centers of population.

Adequate water system including piped water

from developed springs, hydrants so placed that

no camp is more than 200 feet from one, drinking
fountains constructed both of stone and log.

Rustic foot bridges and road bridges built of

heavy logs with stone abutments.

Simple playground apparatus such as rustic

swings and teeters, on the close-in picnic areas

only.

Wading pools occasionally constructed on the

picnic grounds close to the larger centers of popu-
lation. These are small naturalistic-shaped shal-

low pools of water 25 to 40 feet in length with

adjacent sand box.

Signs and Forest boundary portals. Every avenue

of approach to each Forest road unit is being
marked by an appropriate portal or boundary sign.

Highways and trails are being judiciously and ap-

propriately marked with recreational feature and

points-of-interest signs of attractive design and

workmanship. The construction of these signs,

which are built of logs and heavy lumber, consti-

tute together with that of log picnic tables, one

of the most important work projects of the CCC
camps during the winter months.

Roadside developments including parking spaces
at observation points, roadside fountains, etc.

Winter sports. Winter sports are receiving in-

creasing attention on the part of the Forest Ser-

vice, and we have a number of fine ski jumps and
slalom courses under construction in the Inter-

mountain Region. In charge of the layout and
construction of these winter sports we have in

our employ a man thoroughly qualified in every

respect Alf Engen, present holder of the Na-
tional Amateur Ski Championship.

In conclusion, we have shown above that by
careful planning in advance of the actual con-

struction, there is being carried out on a wide
front in the twenty-three National Forests of

these four states a comprehensive integrated, cor-

related program of development which will make
forest outdoor life of increasingly practical bene-

fit to the public.



A Forest Festival

ONCE
EVERY year thousands

of people flock to Elkins,

West Virginia, to wit-

ness the coronation of a simple

maid as Queen of the Mountain State Forest Fes-

tival. This year, during the three days of the

festival, a careful check of motor vehicles and ex-

cursion trains entering the city indicated more

than 100,000 people in attendance. The festival,

which has been held for eight years, has as its aim

the conservation of forests, stream and wild life,

and it has been instrumental in bringing to the

attention of the people of the eastern portion of

the United States the rich recreational advantages

of the friendly mountains of West Virginia.

The coronation of the Queen, followed by an

original pageant, is always the high spot of the

celebration. Every detail is carefully worked out

months in advance. The whole community works

together towards a common objective. Sixty com-

mittee chairmen select an average of ten commit-

tee members representing all local organizations

such as churches, schools, civic, veteran and fra-

ternal organizations, and national and state agen-
cies such as Monongahela National Forest, State

Department of Agriculture, State Conservation

Commission, U. S. Soil

By P. ELLWOOD ALLEN
Research Technician

United States Forest Service

U. S. Park Service, Civilian

Conservation Corps, National

Youth Administration, WPA,
etc. All services are unpaid and

the necessary preparations are made and perform-
ed when the occasion demands.

It was my privilege this year to witness this

splendid community achievement for the first time

and to hear the Governor of the state of West

Virginia intone the Queen's impressive obligation.

Every person in the vast audience could conscien-

tiously subscribe to the words addressed specifi-

cally to the simple maid, kneeling before him:

"Do you promise to uphold the traditions of the

Mountain State Forest Festival, to look upon our

West Virginia hills for sustenance, beauty and in-

spiration, to uphold and promote all means of

preservation of wild life, of forest and stream, to

foster reforestation of mountains, to aid in main-

taining the purity of streams, to protect our prec-

ious minerals in which we have great wealth, to

proclaim the prodigious grandeur of West Vir-

ginia hills and to rule this eighth Mountain State

Forest Festival with gaiety, comeliness and grace ?"

"I do," answered Maid Sylvia.

"It is now my pleasure to place upon your head

this symbol of royalty.

To the wonders of natureConservation Service, Wood cnopplng and sawing contests are features

of the program on the second day of the festival (Continued on page 620)



St. Valentine's Day Is Coming!

ET OUT your heart, polish

it up, mend it if you

must, but be ready to

/ear it gayly on your sleeve on

t. Valentine's Day the day

Cupid must be feted

/ith a joyous party and val-

entines to old loves and new !

Invitations. Old things in the

old way often fit best for Val-

entine's Day. If you want a

party full of romance, old

loves and quiet gayety, send

out old-fashioned invitations

with lace paper and ribbons

and forget-me-nots and per-

haps an invitation to come in old-fashioned cos-

tume or disguised as a famous lover. If the party
is to be a smart, modern one, comic old-time val-

entines will set a gayer, more rollicking mood
when made into invitations and used as decorations.

Decorations. The decorations, too, will need to

fit the old-time theme. Red and white are St.

Valentine's colors and you will find that cupids,

paper forget-me-nots, pictures of famous lovers,

and, most important of all hearts may be used

in any number of ways. It will be fun to see how

ingenious you can be. You might start by pasting
two or more long strips of red crepe paper to-

gether, fastening them to a cardboard heart frame

(made of pieces pasted together) and then putting
the giant heart up so that it completely covers the

doorway. Cut a jagged and ragged opening in the

tenter, reaching not quite to

the floor, through which the

guests can step into the party

room. If they should tear it

a little more in so doing, it

does not matter. The open-

ing was intended to be jagged.
Who Are You? Your guests

may be Mary Jones and Tom
Brown in real life, but at a

valentine party they cannot

be anyone so prosaic. Give

each guest the name of a

famous lover in history or

fiction, giving men's names
to the boys and women's

Of course there will be a party on this

festive day! It has been a "must" with

young people ever since Chaucer's time

perhaps even from old Roman days. In

those remote times names were drawn

by chance from an urn on February 14th

and couples so matched became valen-

tines or sweethearts for a year. They ex-

changed presents and the young men

performed services for their partners as

did the medieval knight for his lady.

Though many things have changed since

those olden times, on at least one day
each year time turns back and youth,

unabashed, hangs up hearts and red and

white streamers and freely admits the

supremacy of Cupid and romance!

names to the girls. Each must

find his partner. If the group
is not likely to know many of

the historical and literary char-

acters, use the simpler, more

commonly known ones, as

Micky and Minnie Mouse,

Jack and Jill, Adam and Eve,

with duplicates, or else use a

poster with the list of lovers

printed in large letters. Tack

it on the wall so each may find

the name of his lover if he

does not know it.

Hearts Are Trumps. Give

each guest ten beans and four

or five cards bearing red hearts. These may be

from decks of cards or pieces of paper made

to look like cards. In addition to hearts there are

several queens of spades. Partners score in pairs

although they may buy and sell separately. When

you say "go," buying and selling begins, each pair

or individual attempting to buy high cards and

sell low cards. Exchange is "sight unseen," so

that the buyer does not see his purchase until it is

paid for. Blow your whistle at intervals. Part-

ners then rush to find each other and total their

two hands. Any couple with black cards must put

four beans in the "pot," which the highest scoring

hand receives. Continue for several rounds, then

give a grand prize to the couple with the most

beans and the one which scored the highest hand

in hearts during the game.
To My Valentine. Line

guests up in couples in relay

formation. There should be

no more than five couples in

each team lined up Indian

file, girls behind the boys.

When you say "go," the

leader of each team dashes

to a large sheet of wrapping

paper on the wall (or floor)

at the other end of the room

and draws with crayon one

part of a valentine proba-

bly a heart or rectangular

shape. The next in line adds

one thing perhaps an arrow.
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the next something else. Give the first team to

finish a prize. The team with the most attractive

or original valentine deserves one, too. Give each

team a minute or two to plan the valentine before

the race begins, if you like, with the assigning of

"parts" for each team by the team leader. Valen-

tines should be at least a foot or two in length.

Arrows, lace edges, bluebirds, cupids, valentine

greetings, flowers and small hearts can all be

added to a basic heart or rectangular card shape
or the valentine can be a modern or comic one.

Batting the Heart Around. Give the leader of

each team an inflated red balloon. When you say

"go," he starts to the far end of the room batting

it with his hand. Balloons, like footballs, have

tricks of their own. It will not be so easy as the

participants think. When the balloon hits the far

wall, the batter seizes it and carries it back to the

second player who starts batting it Prizes go to

the first two or three winning teams. Three sizes

of candy hearts will be sufficient reward, the

largest for the first team, of course.

St. Valentine's Heart. Seat the guests in a circle

with one who is to be leader standing in the cen-

ter. The seated guests are numbered off. The
leader says, "St. Valentine has lost his heart. Did

you find it, Number 4, Sir?" Number 4 jumps
to his feet and says, "Who, Sir ? I, Sir ?"

Leader. "Yes, Sir, You, Sir."

Number 4. "No, Sir, Not I, Sir."

Leader. "Who then, Sir?"

Number 4. "Number
,
Sir" (calling any

player's number.)

The person whose number was called starts

where Number 4 did, saying, "Who, Sir ? I, Sir ?"

and the dialogue continues with Number 4 the

leader. Any mistake causes the player to be out of

the game. If the leader makes an error the one

with whom he was conversing becomes leader and
starts again, saying, "St. Valentine has lost his

heart," and so on. The last player in the game
wins. If the group is very large, divide it into

two sections to play this game. A little rehearsal

will start this game off quickly and you find it a

gay one if played rapidly. He who hesitates is

lost and must drop out. The game need not be

played to the end if doing so will drag it out too

long. Give prizes to those left in the game when

you stop it.

Lovers' Art Gallery. Divide the group up into

small groups of five or six guests at a party for

thirty or less, and into groups of ten for a larger

party. Write the names of a pair of famous lovers

on a piece of paper. Artists elected from each

group come up to you, look at the names and dash

back to their groups. Each draws the lovers

whose names he has seen on your paper. He may
use no letters or numbers, may answer only "yes"
and "no" by nodding his head. When anyone in

the group thinks he knows the names, he calls

them out. The artist may have to make several

sketches to portray his lovers. He may make a

note of music or draw a book to indicate whether

the lovers are in a song or a book or may sketch

any other identifying objects which will help.

When the lovers are discovered, another artist is

selected in each group and the game proceeds as

before. It is fun to exchange drawings to see the

different ways of interpreting the lovers. Mickey
and Minnie Mouse, Punch and Judy, Priscilla and

John Alden, Romeo and Juliet, Hiawatha and Min-

nehaha, Paris and Helen are but a few of the

possibilities. You may or may not give prizes for

winning.

What Is There in Matrimony? Turn the artists'

drawings over and give each group five minutes

to write down all the words they can think of

which may be made out of the word "matrimony."
Check the longest list to make sure all the words

are in use and none are repeated. They will find

there is quite a lot more in matrimony than they

thought.

Whom You Should Marry. Ask the groups to

call out the girls whom the following men should

marry :

Garage man Ethel

Florist Rose, Lily,

Violet, etc.

Bell-ringer Nell

Horse racer Betty
Minister Mary
Cobbler Peggy
Dancer Grace
Realtor Lottie

Lawyer Wilma

"Love is Blind." "Love is Blind," they say; so

to see how blind, give one person in each group a

large paper bag size 20, if you ask a grocer for

it. "Scrunching" it in around the neck will

keep the blind lover from looking down his nose

at the floor. The rest of the group forms a circle

about the blindfolded person. Scatter three or

four paper hearts on the floor within the circle.

When you blow your whistle, each group tries to

tell its blind lover where to go to put his foot on

a heart, but they may not touch him. As soon as

he steps on a heart it is removed, and he is guided

Humorist Sally
Doctor Patience
Fisherman Nettie
Sexton Belle

Farmer Tillie

Furniture dealer Sophie
Architect Bridget
Chemist Ann-Eliza
Athlete Laura

\
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by verbal directions to the second and third and

so on. The first to find his way to the four hearts

wins a prize for himself and his helpers.

Breakng Your Heart. Now select two boys. Tie

balloon on the back of each by strings around

their waists. Give each a roll of newspaper as a

:lub. Each tries to break the other's heart. If

this seems liable to be too rough or vigorous a

ime for your party, select six boys and girls (or
sveral of each) to see who can break a heart the

juickest by blowing up a balloon until it breaks.

Rivals. Cut a strip of paper preferably wrap-

ping paper because of its strength about twelve

feet long. This may be done by pasting shorter

sections together. The strip should be three to

four inches wide. Find the middle and paste a

narrow red ribbon or draw a red mark across it.

Paste a few small hearts down each strip, placing

the same number in the same relative position on

each side of the center. On "go" two girls start cut-

ting their way to the center or the "man." When
they come to a heart they must cut it out neatly

before they can go on. The first to the center is

Queen of Hearts. Now do the same with the boys.

The winner is the King of Hearts. These two are

enthroned in state and act as judges for the next

game.

Famous Lovers. Divide the group up into smaller

groups of five or six if the party is a large one,

and into couples if it is a small one. Give each

group or couple the names of a pair of famous

lovers and allow them five or six minutes to work

out a skit portraying that couple. They may use

words or not as they choose. Other groups try

to guess. The King and Queen of Hearts award

prizes for the two cleverest skits.

Knights of Old. In olden times knights did great

deeds to prove their worth. While dragons can-

not be brought to the party, you can pit the boys

against each other, in the ring before the ladies.

Select eight or nine girls and provide each with a

downy feather from the chicken yard or borrow-

ed from a pillow. (Dye the feathers red if you
can or use white ones.) Each girl gives a feather

as her "colors," to a man of her choice. At the

other end of the room opposite the boys, who line

up side by side but two or three feet apart, is a

string strung across the room about five feet from

the floor. From it hang eight or nine heart

frames, one for each boy. On "go" each tries to

blow his feather through his heart. He may not

touch the feather with his hands, except when it

has touched the floor. He may then lift it to the

level of his mouth and start it up again.

Valentines. Some time during the party there

must be valentines. Perhaps you will tell the

guests to bring one as a ticket to Romance or you

may give the guests ten minutes to make them
from material at hand. Cut out a number of card-

board hearts of various sizes for patterns and have

crayons, red and white paper, lace paper doilies,

ribbon, pencils, paste and scissors available. Large

groups will not be able to do this easily unless

broken up into smaller groups who make a group
valentine from materials you provide. Distribute

the valentines from a post office, a box, or have a

Paul Jones in which couples exchange valentines.

"Let Us Be Dancing." Use any of the play party

games (really dances) and square dances de-

scribed in The Barn Dance Returns * or in The

Square Dance A Social Recreation Aid by G. H.

Harrison in the September 1937 issue of RECREA-

TION. Try the Virginia Reel or Pop Goes the

Weasel as a stunt, even if your party is mainly
devoted to social dancing.

Social Dance Games. Your valentine party may
be a dance, and for older boys and girls this will

be more than likely the most popular kind of

party. But a game or two chosen from those

mentioned, a square dance and a few songs will

make the party more interesting.

You can make ordinary dances novel and fes-

tive by introducing social dance games in keep-

ing with the theme. Announce a Balloon Dance.

Tie a balloon on the wrist of every girl or on her

ankle. If you tie it on her ankle, provide 18 inches

of string so that there is no danger of her being

stepped on. Each couple attempts to preserve its

heart while attempting to break others. When a

heart is broken the couple owning it must leave

the floor. Give a prize to the owners of the last

heart on the floor. Heart Numbers is another

dance game. Give each person a numbered heart.

There should be several duplicates of each num-

ber. When the music stops the leader calls out a

number. All persons with that number must leave

the floor. This may leave several boys or girls

without partners dancing. They couple up or

dance alone until another number has been called

which leaves them a partner. Unlucky Valentine

does not eliminate couples from the floor. A
sturdy valentine is made and the dancers pass it

* National Recreation Association. $.15.

(Continued on page 621)



Some Sports and Their Development

IN

AMUSING contrast to our

complicated modern method

of conferring political

plums, stands the far simpler

and apparently entirely satis-

factory system of the ancient

Persians. They merely picked

as their highest officials the

men who could play the best

game of polo ! In the army as

well, which consisted almost entirely of cavalry,

no officer was promoted who could not demon-

strate skill in the game.
When the United States was founded no such

political plans came up for consideration, for the

game of polo was not known in the English speak-

ing world until 1869, although it had been the en-

tertainment of the Far East since five hundred

years before Christ.

Persia the Birthplace of Polo

The first polo game of which there is any rec-

ord was played in the sixth century, B. C, but

obviously the sport was well-established, for the

game was played by Persian ladies with four on

a side, mounted on finely bred ponies and using

mallets similar to our modern ones.

One of the greatest Persian polo players was

King Shapur, a member of the strong Sassanian

dynasty. Before Shapur's birth his mother had

fallen into disfavor with her husband, King Arda-

shir, so that the King was not told that he had an

heir. Shapur was raised as befitted a prince, with-

out being aware of his station, and when he was

grown to a man's stature his father was told

about him. The old King's heart burst with pride

at the knowledge, but to prove the lad he ordered

that he should play in a polo game before the

court. This Shapur did, and his father was at

once able to recognize the Prince by his skill and

daring. From then on, he was given an honored

place at court, and when old

Ardashir died he ruled in his

stead.

The most romantic setting

for any of the ancient Persian

games was the court of Chos-

roes II. This King fell in love

with and married a beautiful

By AGATHA VARELA
Washington, D. C.

With this account of the origin and

development of the game of polo we

complete the series of articles on

the history of a number of sports,

the first two of which appeared in

the October and November issues.

"In spite of the monopoly of polo by
the West today, travelers in the East

tell us that the rude, primitive in-

habitants of the hill countries of

southern Asia still play the ruthless,

desperate game which their nomadic
ancestors had brought from the courts
of Persia some 1,200 years ago."
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Christian maiden, Shireei

Through her life, the King
mained faithful to her alone

and built her a gorgeous pal-

ace at Ctestiphon, decorated

by artists from all over the

world, adorned by rich and

rare tapestries, mosaics and

marbles. Upon the green slopes

of the garden of this wonder-

land, the beautiful Shireen with her attendants,

looking, as one Persian poet described' her, "like

the moon playing with her stars," would often

match themselves in a polo game against the King
and his courtiers.

From Persia to China

At about the time that Chosroes and Shir

were playing their idyllic games, polo was bei

carried by wild invading hordes east from P

sia, the land of its birth, across Central Asia to

China. There as ,well the game seems to have

struck the fancy of the rulers, and polo came to

play a large part in court life. The emperors
themselves played and required their high officials

to play also. When the oldest and weakest would

fall from their ponies with exhaustion, the em-

peror would roar with laughter and the empress
and her ladies would clap their hands in glee. Yet

the game of the rulers themselves could never be

criticized. One of the emperors went so far as to

have an important statesman beheaded for daring

to make tactless remarks about His Majesty's
manner of playing. Another died from an illness

which seized him while playing. There was still

another emperor who was playing one day when
his pony bolted under the eaves of a very low"?

veranda, and left his Imperial Majesty hanging
there clutching the roof frantically. When low-

ered gently to the ground, his wary courtiers per-

ceived that the distressing incident had in no way

injured His Majesty's good

htimor/so with the innate sense

of the fitness of things that all

courtiers possess, they per-

ceived that a cheer was appro-

priate. Throwing back their

heads and drawing deep
(Continued on page 622)
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Engineering Material and Human

HAVE BEEN wandering around

the offices this morning in a

sort of mental restlessness,

wondering how to get starte<L,on

lis story. After it gets

)ing, I know it will tell

self. The only difficulty

to hit the take-off

board.

You see, it's to be a

story about my boss, the

General Superintendent,

so it must needs be rea-

sonably dignified. On the

other hand, it's a story

about a friend and pal to

whom we are all devoted,

every one who knows

him, and you just can't

be solemn and statistical

if you are to make a liv-

ing picture of anyone as

vital and many-sided as

George Donoghue. His

driving energy, his spar-

kling wit, his instant

sympathy and ready in-

sight into any situation

which may arise, give
him a sort of living flu-

idity without which any portrait would fail in its

intended portrayal.

In his student days at the University of Illinois

School of Engineering he achieved the nickname

of Tim. Despite his present dignity as General

Superintendent of the Chicago Park District, he

loses nothing of respect because his subordinates

think of him and even address him as George. In

familiar, and even in most official conversation,

he calls us by our first names or nicknames. He
has that quality of putting a person on terms of

easy and familiar friendliness almost on first ac-

quaintance, but quite certainly on a second or

third meeting. That faculty is worth mentioning

here because it is significant of a personality and

attitude at once sincere and genuine. There is a

homespun sort of friendliness of spirit which

always characterizes those folks with whom one

finds it easy to get acquainted. That character-

By V. K. BROWN
Chief, Recreation Division

Chicago Park District

GEORGE DONOGHUE

istic isn't always associated with

ability in other directions. It isn't

by any means common among men
who possess also a genius for pre-

serving discipline in an

organization. But when a

man can mount to high

executive responsibility,

and still retain that sort

of approachability, surely

it is worth mentioning

as proving that he has

something "on the ball."

And in George Donog-
hue's case it deserves

mention as an index to

the amazing versatility

which is one of his out-

standing qualities.

For as a student in Il-

linois Tim Donoghue was

specializing in a study of

engineering, with its em-

phasis on mathematics,

the calculation of loads

and stresses, structural

supports and braces, and

all of those other techni-

calities which are so mys-
terious and bewildering

to most of us laymen. But at the same time he

was prominent in the social life of the University.

He instituted their first student circus, he partici-

pated in the dramatic productions, and because of

his humanness in general he was one of the out-

standing figures in college life.

That was significant because it was prophetic.

When he was later Chief Engineer of the Lin-

coln Park System, he had to battle the problems
of shore protection against the storms of Lake

Michigan. He had to solve all the intricate prob-

lems of park construction and maintenance. But

even outside of his technical responsibilities he

was drawn by something in his nature which

would not be denied into the human service phase
of operations. The playgrounds intrigued him.

The community houses engaged his attention. It

wasn't long before the recreation program of the

District was turned over to him, and in the ath-

601



602 ENGINEERING MATERIAL AND HUMAN

letic councils of the city George Donoghue, the

Chief Engineer of Lincoln Parks, represented the

Lincoln Park System.

We had a city Amateur Athletic Federation in

those days. Its delegate membership represented

every public and private agency in Chicago. Most

of them were professional coaches or directors of

athletics, of long standing in the profession.

George never served as a coach. While he en-

gaged in athletics as a student in his school days

for the fun of it, he never specialized particularly

in athletic competition. But within a short time

he was the leading spirit in the Athletic Federa-

tion's sessions. He possessed a vast amount of in-

formation on the subject, and had a very lively and

intelligent interest in it. Every branch of athletic

activity found in him an enthusiastic supporter. I

have had direct charge of the department of the

parks promoting athletic programs for a good

many years, but if a question of history or athletic

personalities comes up which I cannot answer off-

hand from memory, I have only to consult his

amazing memory to get the answer today. In-

evitably this interest, which has been a hobby
with him, led to an increasing recognition, to his

appointment as official in national championship
meets and in the Olympic Games, and ultimately

to his presidency of the Central Association of the

National A.A.U. He has not gone further in honors

given by the National A.A.U. only because the

pressure of other duties made it impossible for

him to accept repeated proffers of preferment.
This preoccupation with athletics is another evi-

dence, merely, of the broad humanness of the

man. He revels in the atmosphere of striving, the

intensity of purpose and effort which obtain in

the field of competition. He isn't a rabid partisan,

even as a loyal alumnus, for the Illini, but he does

enter whole-heartedly into the eagerness of spirit

with which youth pours out its utmost in com-

petition.

It has been our great good fortune in Chicago
that two outstanding engineers in official position

in the Park System have been so human at heart.

Frank Foster was the Superintendent of the

South Parks who, in planning park expansion,

conceived the community fieldhouses
.

in an effort

to make that expansion serve more intimately the

life needs of the people of the city. George

Donoghue intensely admired Mr. Foster as the

pioneer. Upon Mr. Foster's death, he succeeded

to the position of Superintendent of the South

Parks. Mr. Foster's picture has ever since hung

in his office opposite his desk, and he says in all

seriousness that he frequently looks up to that

picture to get the inspiration he needs to meet

some pressing problem.

But if Mr. Foster, as an engineer, first con-

ceived the need of a broader human service in the

parks, George Donoghue has supported and mold-

ed the development of public recreation as a rec-

ognized integral part of the park system's opera-

tions. He has never permitted himself to become

so engrossed in his material or administrative

problems as to lose interest in making the entire

park equipment and organization an agency of

service to the people. The landscaped vistas are

to him a means of bringing beauty into the drab

ugliness of city life. After the winter storm of

few years ago which tore great gaps into our laki

shore, washing away walks and drives and pi;

tations along the new made strip of land on th<

south shore, a sea wall of huge blocks of stone

heavy enough to defy the waves of the futur

was piled along the shore. It was primarily a:

answer to an engineering problem. But repeat

edly, as we have passed by these tumbled stone

he has pointed out to me the fact that they have

a rugged beauty of their own. In the flat monot-

ony of our city, they introduce a touch of jagged
and massive strength which our smooth sand

beaches lack. He thinks they contribute to the

interest of the lake shore landscape. They serve

their engineering purpose, but they have a human

significance, as well, and I think that if one should

ask him to define his profession as an engineer he

would say that it was the profession of building

materials into the service of human needs.

Certainly we have always found him ready to

lay aside a material problem, however urgent it

might be, if any human problem in the parks was

so pressing as to need immediate attention. His

suggestions have inspired many an adaptation of

our service. We have never gone to him with an

inspiration of our own promising an extension of

our service, without finding him immediately re-

sponsive and completely sympathetic. He always

understands the things we are dimly groping to-

ward, and almost without exception his thinking

clears away some of the difficulties with which we

are still laboring, and forms an essential and valu-

able contribution to our planning. He never

merely listens without offering some additional

contribution of his own, and many of the features

of our service have been his own original sug-

gestions.
\
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Leadership of this sort is an inspiration to the

whole park organization. Himself the very soul

of loyalty, he inspires a loyalty by taking it for

granted in others. He is no less loyal to his Board

of Commissioners and the men under his direc-

tion than to his church and its ideals. There is

something fine about such an attitude that brings

I

to the surface the fineness in those who work

j

under such a man's direction. You just can't let a

man down when he puts you on your honor. He

|

assumes that you are going to live up to the best

there is in you, and such an assumption forces

that best to the surface.

Perhaps this attitude of his is a result of his

own life history. When he started at work as a

young engineer, it was under the direction of

Edward J. Kelly, now Mayor of the city. Mr.

Kelly apparently had an instinct for selecting men

of unusual promise. A long list of men now out-

standing in the city went to work for him in their

early careers and were given opportunity to prove

themselves. He heaped responsibilties on them.

He made them work like mad. He gave them

the toughest assignments as trouble-shooters. But

he succeeded in making men of them, and one

after another they attribute their later success to

the chance he gave them. George was one of

these products of the Kelly school of training, and

like the other men who had similar experience, he

is devoted to the quality of manhood and of

character which he knows so well in his friend,

the Mayor.

Later, when Mr. Kelly was President of the

South Park Board, George was General Superin-

tendent during the period of park expansion when

the lake shore acreage was under construction.

The problems of that construction were critical.

For miles along the shore line filling operations

were progressing, and a new water front was be-

ing formed dedicated to beautifying the city, but

also demanding a .bulwarked frontage strong

enough to withstand the shock

of winter storms driving

great ice floes against the

flimsy man-made ramparts
built to protect the fill. There

wt-rc problems of a soft and

yielding clay bottom which

had a tendency to squeeze
out from under the fill be-

cause of pressure. There were

problems of highway and

bridge construction, to be in-

A listing of the organizations in which Mr.

Donoghue holds membership will show

how broad are the interests of the man
who is heading Chicago's parks: Delta

Tau Delta (college fraternity), American

Society of Civil Engineers; Rotary Club

of Chicago; Illinois Athletic Club; Hon-

orary member of the Chicago Athletic

Club and of the Chicago Yacht Club;
member of the Calumet Council K. of C.;

Vice President, American Institute of Park

Executives; President, Central A. A. U.

stalled above a yielding lake bottom. There were

problems of adjustment of differences with the

keenest minds which some of the great corpora-

tions of the city could engage to fight their bat-

tles for them, selected attorneys for the railroads,

men chosen for their ability to drive shrewd bar-

gains on behalf of their clients. They had to be

met in mental combat and persuaded into signing

satisfactory contracts. The new Superintendent,

representing the people of the city, must sit

around the table with some of the keenest legal

minds of our largest corporations, matching his

legal inexperience against their long training in

driving advantageous bargains. It was another

trouble-shooting job to which President Kelly of

the Park Board summoned the engineer whom he

had entrusted with responsibility before.

Together the President and the Superintendent

began to analyze the contracts offered them. Con-

cealed in legal phrases, they found places where

they felt the interests of the people of the city

were jeopardized, and loyal to their clients the

people they began the long battle of safeguard-

ing the public interest. The President of the

Board received no salary at all, the Superintend-
ent only a modest one. Across the table from them

sat men commanding six-figure salaries by virtue

of their proved abilities. But when the final sig-

natures were attached, there was among the rep-

resentatives of the corporate interests an amazed,

if not almost bewildered, respect for the keenness

of the minds opposing them, and for the loyal

devotion to the public well-being which inspired

those minds. The contracts were written and re-

written, but at the end they safeguarded the in-

terests of the people of Chicago. How well that

safeguarding was accomplished has been proved

repeatedly in the years that have since elapsed.

The South Parks are no more. Three years ago

they were consolidated with twenty-one other for-

merly independent park boards of the city into a

single metropolitan system
the Chicago Park District

and George Donoghue was

immediately appointed Gen-

eral Superintendent of the

consolidated system. The for-

mer President of the South

Park Board had been drafted

by that time into the Mayor's

chair, to fulfill the unexpired
term of Mayor Cermak after

(Continued on page 622)



EARLY

IN THE FALL of 1936, the Department of

of Recreation of Danville, Illinois, began to

formulate plans for the development of a

little theater. Great care was taken at the begin-

ning to make it clear that the theater was to be a

civic, or community, organization. Not only was

everyone to be welcomed to its performances, but

citizens who previously had had no connection

with an established organization were to be espe-

cially urged to take an active part. This was

stressed because so many attempts to establish

theaters had failed because the club starting the

theater had tried to keep the inside of the organi-

zation close within its membership. We believed

that to be worthy to be called a civic organization

the theater* must give opportunity to all the talent

in the community.

A fairly thorough survey of the community had

revealed to us a real need for such a project and

an interest in it. The Recreation Department

was, through the community center drama pro-

gram, in a small way, taking care of many boys

and girls of high school age and of young adult

men and women. Our concern now was for the

promotion of drama among the many groups and

hundreds of individuals in the community whom
we were completely failing to reach. As in simi-

lar towns of this size there were already many

organizations dabbling in dramatics and putting

on an occasional play or minstrel. The survey re-

vealed to us that many of these people who were

receiving a little experience, and many more who
were getting no opportunities at all, were eager

for a real chance to try their talent.

How the Plan Developed

A date was set for the initial meeting to which

twenty-five representative citizens were invited.

These representative people were not necessarily

potential actors, but people who had at some time

expressed an interest in civic drama. The purpose
of the Little Theater was explained and discussed

freely. On that evening a second meeting date

was set. At this time all interested were to re-

turn and bring others interested for the express

purpose of building a definite organization. Out

of this group meeting a board of twelve directors

was elected to serve a minimum one-year term
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This is the story of a community pro-

ject established not to sponsor a few

amateur actors in public appearances,
but to develop a great group of

amateurs producing plays for the fun

of it, and to satisfy the desire of

the citizens to see good drama.

By ROBERT L. HORNEY
Superintendent of Recreation

and a maximum three-year term. Active office

and a director of productions were elected fot

one-year term of office. This newly elected gn
drew up the constitution for the organization.

With the Little Theater the possessor of a cc

stitution, officers and directorate, the next step

was the appointment of various committees, such

as Executive, Play Reading, Casting, Produc-

tions, Publicity, House, Membership and Finance.

We were conscious of the fact that no group

could grow satisfactorily unless many people were

kept busy.

And now the question, "What of the pro-

gram?" What would membership in this group

have to offer a citizen of the community? What

was the group actually intending to do? W7
e had

no intention of rushing out to get a long list of

names on the membership rolls the first year. We
wanted to start slowly, with genuine enthusiasm,

and carefully build this into a large interest

throughout the community.

We Begin!

We were fortunate in securing the services of

an exceptionally fine director of productions a

woman with years of professional drama experi-

ence, including Chautauqua work, who had already

established herself as a person of ability. Her

knowledge and experience, combined with that of

others, gave us the nucleus for a program com-

mittee. The program set up by this committee

which was initiated in January, 1937, included

the following: The Art of Make-Up, a practical

(Continued on page 624) \



The Elementary School of Tomorrow

THE school children of the

next generation had a

chance to choose the kind

elementary school which

icy might wish to attend,

/hat would be their choice?

ld it be a mere group of

conventional classrooms on a

congested city site, or would

it be one of the highly institu-

tionalized types of buildings

By N. L. ENGELHARDT

In this article, reprinted by courtesy
of Childhood Education, Professor

Engelhardt of Teachers College, Co-
lumbia University, envisions a school

which will make up to children the

contacts with nature which civilization

is denying them. The drawings were

prepared by Harrison and Fouilhoux,

Rockefeller Center, New York City.

which are to be found in many
of the small communities? I imagine that tomor-

row's school children would tend to choose open

spaces where there is an abundance of grass and

where a brook flows between hillside and meadow.

These children will want the sunlight, the flowers,

the greensward, the shadows of the trees, and the

inviting openness of natural surroundings.

The Site

Diagram I shows the site of the school of to-

morrow with suggestions of what children may
find thereon. There is a thought that children

should have contact with all

that nature provides in plant

and animal life. So on this site

are many trees, and an open
lake for skating and for sail-

ing contests with miniature

boats. Here children may swim
or may develop an outdoor

aquatic garden in which all of

the aquatic plants of the area

may be grown. There is a fish

pond and a hatchery which

may serve far better for teaching purposes than

the little gold-fish aquarium to be found in the

average school of today. There are corrals for

pets of various kinds. These pets may find their

way from time to time into classrooms where

their habits of living may be observed more close-

ly. In these corrals provision will be made for

their proper care even outside school hours.

Gardens have been shown on this plan and, as

need arises, other parts of the acreage may be de-

voted to this purpose. A rendezvous for Boy
Scouts, or other types of boys' clubs, for Girl

Diagram I
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606 THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL OF TOMORROW

Scouts, and for like organizations has been in-

cluded. An open-air theater, approached through

proper drives, nestles among the trees in one cor-

ner of the site. A custodian's house has also been

provided. Here the custodian will live because this

school will need constant observation and protec-

tion. Play opportunities are indicated in the play

meadow with its open fields as

well as planned game sections,

in the play fields of regulation

size for various games, and in

the enclosed gymnasium struc-

ture apart from the main

building.

The Schoolhouse

The schoolhouse occupies a

relatively small part of the en-

tire site. It has been conceived

in two parts which have been

named "primary unit" and

"elementary unit." Perhaps a

better name for the primary
unit is "the house of child-

hood," unless this name should

be applied to the whole struc-

ture. About the primary unit

will be noted terraces for work and play. Along
the winding road leading away from the main

structure will be found a group of school cottages.

The number indicated here is not as meaningful
as the character of the cottage itself as outlined

in Diagram III.

Diagram II outlines the main school building,

together with its adjoining

primary unit. An auditorium,

numbered I on the plan, is

shown, surrounded by large

rooms serving the specialized

purposes of the fine arts, in-

dustrial arts, and household

arts. The classrooms, number-

ed 2 on the plan, have been

thought of as opening out

upon terraces of their own.

Between each pair of class-

rooms is to be found a work-

room in which the school will

place the equipment required

to serve the needs of the pro-

gram which is being advanced.

Open play courts have been in-

dicated on this plan.. These

can be used as out-of-door

Diagram II

Number Unit . Size Number

1 Auditorium 56' x 72' 11

2 Ckss Rooms 23'x28' 12

3 Work Room 14' x 23' 13

4 Open Play Court 35' x 50'

5 Class for Anemics 24' x 30'

6 General Science Room with Conser- 16

vatory 30' x 36' 17

7 Art Room 20'x24' 18

8 General Shop 20' x 46' 19

9 Millinery Room 20' x 24' 20

10 Domestic Arts Room 20' x 22' 21

Unit Size

Class Rooms (Primary Grades) 24'x40'

Kindergarten 24' x 40'

General Work Room 30' x 40'

Kindergarten 24' x 40'

Outdoor Class : .22' x 34'

Outdoor Play Areas 40' x 50'

Medical Clinic 18' x 22'

General Office and Principal's Office 18' x 30'

Teachers' Room 18'x22'

Library and Work Room 18' x 44'

Stage 30' x 44\
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classrooms, or as shelters

in unfavorable weather.

Ample space is provided
for a library well central-

ized in the general scheme.

A medical clinic and of-

fices, teachers' rooms, and

pupil service rooms have also been in-

dicated. This central unit may be of

more than one story. It may be ex-

panded freely to meet the needs of

larger groups. It is not expensive to

build and its very nature suggests free-

dom of human development in the educational

program.

The primary unit, located to the rear of the

main unit, makes provision for children of the

kindergarten and early grades. There is a central

room which may be used in common. It has been

called a general workroom. The classroom spaces

are well lighted, well served with cloak and toilet

facilities, and open directly upon terraces where

the smaller children may be under the direct ob-

servation of the teachers from the classrooms.

The central room," lighted in monitor fashion, may
serve as a general gathering place for music,

drama, and social events, as

well as a general workroom.

It is., available for both par-

ents and children.

Diagram III

School Cottages

Diagram III furnishes one

suggestion qjf what the school

cottages along the winding

road may be like. They have

been thought of as places in

"Probably the school of the future will

serve a substantially larger proportion of

the population than it does now. With

the trend toward community and school

planning and the spread of the concep-
tion of education as continuous through-
out life, schools will probably serve as

cultural and recreational centers for the

community as a whole." Russell A. Holy,
Ph. D., in The Relationship of City
Planning to School Plant Planning.

which groups of children

will work on their proj-

ects or in the solution of

problems. These cottages

will be inexpensively built.

They may have only the

equipment which the chil-

dren make. The rooms may be dec-

orated by the children according to

their own plans. Here groups will be

found discussing their work, learning

to mingle socially, and living in a real

world of their own. There may be few
or there may be many cottages on this school site.

Even the cottages may in some cases be planned

by the children and built by them. In other words,
this school encourages the creative; it recognizes
the many activities of man, and suggests educa-

tional growth out of contact with man's activities

rather than by merely learning about them as

often is the case.

Prophecy is. always audacious. The school of

tomorrow which many of the readers of this

article will plan may be quite unlike this school.

It seems reasonable, however, to suppose that

most of those who plan for tomorrow will think

of the school as taking its

rightful place in the entire

community. It must be an

attractive spot ; it should cer-

tainly take advantage of all

that nature affords
; it should

think of children as human

beings living a meaningful,

happy and successful life, and
it should provide a maximum

(Continued on page 625)



With the Union County Camera Club

THE
UNION COUNTY, New Jersey, Camera

Club is the immediate outgrowth of the first

amateur photo contest sponsored by the

County Park Commission in 1936. The number

of entries submitted for the contest indicated that

there were many residents of the county seriously

interested in amateur photography, and the quality

of their work showed a great deal of artistic

ability.

The Recreation Department of the Park Com-

mission, feeling that a club would help increase

interest in this hobby and develop individual skill

in the use of a camera and of a dark room, took

steps to promote an organization by calling a meet-

ing for September 3Oth at the Administration

Building in Warinanco Park. At this meeting F.

S. Mathewson, Superintendent of Recreation for

the Park Commission, outlined plans for the pro-

posed organization.

enthusiasts who attended despite bad weather

voted unanimously to start the Union County
Camera Club.

The first meeting was held on October i4th

with thirty-eight charter members in attendance.

Since that date the club membership has increased

to about eighty, attendance at meetings averaging

forty-five. The club meets twice a month, the

meeting on the second Wednesday of each month

being devoted to a business session and to lectures

on various phases of photography. A monthly

competition among members is held on the fourth

Wednesday. After the judging each print entered

is criticized by some member qualified to pass

judgment on the merit of the photographs.

That the formation of the Union County
Camera Club by the Recreation Department
"started something'

5

among camera hobbyists is

evidenced by the fact

The sixteen camera "Sunset Serene" by P. G. Kellinghausen, Elizabeth, N. J.,

won second prize in a Union County camera competition

(Continued on- page 625)
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Winter Outdoor Sports in St. Paul

HE WINTER sports program

planned for the play cen-

ters of St. Paul, Minne-

3ta, by the Department of

irks and Playgrounds offers

wide variety of activities and

ill appeal to many interests.

Skating

The general skating season

will, it is hoped, open on

Christmas Day and will con-

tinue until the middle of February. Among the

scheduled events in the program are school chil-

dren's ice races sponsored by the Fourth District

American Legion at the community playgrounds

and major ice races at Como Lake every Sunday
afternoon. There will be tobogganing at two parks

and sledding and sliding for children at all of the

playgrounds as well as at the city parks. Sliding

hills will be built of snow where natural hills are

not available. Skiing events will be scheduled at

four parks, with jumping at two.

In a number of districts broomball leagues will

be organized for boys thirteen years and under,

and boys sixteen years and under. Ice baseball

will be organized at each rink, and the game will

be taught and played on every Saturday morning.

This game brings into use the hockey puck and

hockey stick handled by a player on skates in-

stead of equipment consisting of a ball, bat and

spiked shoes. It is designed for good players,

both boys and girls, and it may be a co-recrea-

tional activity. It develops skill in handling the

puck and in skating for hockey play. The leagues

for boys or girls sixteen years of age and over

and the Co-recreational League will be on a city-

wide basis.

Beginners' Interplayground Skating Meet

On January 2nd at Como Lake the beginners'

interplayground skating meet will take place. Each

playground rink will be represented by one speed

skater in each class. Representatives will be ex-

pected to participate in all events for their classes.

Classification

The St. Paul, Minnesota, Department
of Parks and Playgrounds has plan-
ned a winter sports program for the

play centers of the city which will

appeal to a variety of tastes and
interests. It is to be hoped that

the fickle "Weather Man" will think

sufficiently well of the program to

permit it to go into effect! In any
event the city will be prepared to

take immediate advantage of any ice

and snow which may be vouchsafed!

Boys
Boys
Boys
Boys

1011 years
12 13 years
14 15 years
16 17 vears

Girls

Girls

Girls

Girls

1011 years
1213 years
14 IS years
1617 years

Eligibility. Any boy or girl

who has never won any medals

in any city major skating meets

before or during the 1937 sea-

son is eligible. All contestants

must register at the warming
room before 2 :oo P. M. and re-

ceive their numbers.

Age Definition. If a boy's or

girl's sixteenth birthday occurs

on or before January i, 1938,

he or she is not eligible in the

14 15 year class, and so on in the other classes.

Events and Program
Events for boys 10-11 years 100 yards; 1/6 mile

Events for boys 12-13 years 220 yards; 1/4 mile

Events for boys 14-15 years 220 yards; 1/4 mile;

1/2 mile

Events for boys 16-17 years 220 yards; 1/4 mile;

1/2 mile

Events for girls 10-11 years 100 yards; 1/6 mile

Events for girls 12-13 years 220 yards; 1/4 mile

Events for girls 14-15 years 220 yards; 1/4 mile;

1/2 mile

Events for girls 16-17 years 220 yards; 1/4 mile;

1/2 mile

The order of events will be as follows :

1. Boys 10-11 years 100 yards

2. Girls 10-11 years 100 yards

3. Boys 12-13 years 220 yards

4. Girls 12-13 years 220 yards

5. Boys 14-15 years 220 yards

6. Girls 14-15 years 220 yards

7. Boys 16-17 years 220 yards

8. Girls 16-17 years 220 yards

9. Boys 10-11 years 1/6 mile

10. Girls 10-11 years 1/6 mile

11. Boys 12-13 years 1/4 mile

12. Girls 12-13 years 1/4 mile

13. Boys 14-15 years 1/4 mile

14. Girls 14-15 years 1/4 mile

15. Boys 16-17 years 1/4 mile

16. Girls 16-17 years 1/4 mile

17. Boys 14-15 years 1/2 mile

18. Girls 14-15 years 1/2 mile

19. Boys 16-17 years 1/2 mile

20. Girls 16-17 years 1/2 mile

Scoring. The winner of first place in each event

will be credited with 30 points, second place 20

points, third place 10 points.

The total points of all events in each class will

decide the class winner. In case of a tie in total

points in a class, the winner of the longer race will

be given an extra 5 points.
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Awards. A suitable pennant or trophy will be

awarded to the playgrounds winning first, second

and third places in the meet, figured from the sum

of the total points won by the representatives of

each playground.

Playground Carnival Queen's Selection Day

January 22nd will be a gala day at Phalen rink

when the queen will be selected. Any boy or girl

representing a playground may participate in the

events in their respective classes. There will be

no limit to the number who may take part from

any one playground.
The program will be as follows :

Skating

Boys 10-11 years of age one lap race

Girls 10-11 years of age one lap race

Boys 12-13 years of age two lap race

Girls 12-13 years of age two lap race

Boys 14-15 years of age three lap race

Girls 14-15 years of age three lap race

Boys 16-17 years of age four lap race

Girls 16-17 years of age four lap race

Sledding

Boys under 10 years of age slide for distance on sled

Girls under 10 years of age slide for distance on sled

Boys 10-11 years of age slide for distance on sled

Girls 10-11 years of age slide for distance on sled

Boys 12-13 years of age slide for distance on sled

Girls 12-13 years of age slide for distance on sled

Skiing

Boys 12-13 years of age skiing downhill for distance

Girls 12-13 years of age skiing downhill for distance

Boys 14-15 years of age skiing downhill for distance

Girls 14-15 years of age skiing downhill for distance

Boys 16-17 years of age cross country skiing from
near the skating rink over the fairway of golf course

toward Gillette Hospital and return

Girls 16-17 years of age
same cross country

as for boys 16-17

Boys 14-15 years of age
cross country race on

skis from the skating

rink up and around old

water tower and back

Girls 14-15 years of age
same as for boys

14-15

Tobogganing. There
is no age limit set for

participants in this

event, the only require-

ment being that each

participant shall repre-

sent a playground.

One of the earliest

known, but it still

Short toboggans, under 7 feet, with 2 persons
on each. Slide downhill for distance.

Medium length toboggans, not over 10 feet,

with 3 persons on each. Slide for distance.

Long toboggans, over 10 feet, with no limit set

for persons on each. Slide for distance.

Novelty Events on Ice. For boys and girls, mem-
bers of Young Peoples' Clubs, 16 years and over,

representing a playground.

Pushmo-Race: Girl on skates, boy without

skates; boy pushes girl while she stands still on

skates.

Chariot Race: Two boys without skates and

one girl on skates. Boys pull the girl by her hands

or skate guard, rope, etc.

Pushmo Duet: Boy and girl, both on skates.

Boy stands still on skates, facing girl, who pushes

him. Both have hands on each other's shoulders.

Scoring. First places will be credited with 30

points; second places with 20 points, and third

places with 10 points.

The playground receiving the greatest number

of points for the program will be awarded a suit-

able trophy or pennant, and the winners of second

and third places will also receive awards.

The winning program will have the honor of

choosing the playground queen from among its

group. The winners of the second and third places

will choose the first and second princesses.

Snow Modeling

Snow modeling will be an activity on all city

playgrounds during the week of January I7th.

Each playground will exhibit its own selection of

articles on its own grounds during that week. A
number of articles will

be judged and those

selected will be exhibit-

ed in the downtown dis-

trict. The subjects for

the modeling, one of

which will be assigned

each center, will include

the following:
Red Riding Hood
The Cat and the Fiddle

The Woman Who Lived

in the Shoe

Jack Horner

Little Boy Blue

Jack and Jill

Dutch Boy and Windmill

(Continued on page 626) ,

forms of snow modeling
retains its popularity!



Thousands of people in

jame rooms of commu-

nity centers are now play-

ing quiet games. Very
often someone will ask

"How did this game
start?" Here is the an-

swer for some of our

most popular games

By

BERT SEIDELL

Courtesy Berkshire Industrial School Photo by Hiram Myers

"
A A ISS JOXKS ' n(JW did the game of dominoes

/V\ start ?" asked little Jimmy Smith of Miss

Jones, Supervisor of the Game Room in

Lavender Community Center, Industria, Ohio.

Miss Jones and thousands of others are often

asked similar questions in the game room and are

at a loss for an answer. They turn to the en-

cyclopedias and find very little information there.

They write letters to the manufacturers of a

game and find that many of them do not know the

origin of the game in question. They turn to the

library in the hope of finding a history of games,

but again they are often disappointed. There is

information about these games, but it takes a long

search to find it.

This article is written in the hope that it may
shed a little light on the question that Jimmy
asked and thousands of other Jimmies may ask.

It will attempt to give a brief history on the

)rigins of dominoes, jacks, quoits, checkers, jack-

straws, Crokinole, shufHeboard and chess.

A number of these games seem to have a com-

mon origin, but it is extremely difficult to give

the exact date because the beginnings of games
were rarely recorded. The majority of the games
in our game rooms today are the results of modi-

fications through the ages. Very few of the games

played in classical Greece, mighty Carthage, and

Imperial Rome would be recognized in their mod-

ern form by players of those far-off times. Many
authorities believe that modern games are not

spontaneous creations, but the results of centuries

of modification.

Dominoes

The game of dominoes has been traced to the

early Greeks, Hebrews and Chinese. These peo-

ple played the game at an early date in history but

just when the game was invented is not known.

Tt has been definitely established, however, that it

was introduced into Europe in the middle of the

1 8th century, appearing first in Italy. From Italy

it spread to France and England and then through-

out Europe and the rest of the world. There are

many variations of the game in different countries.

There are a number of stories about the origin

of the name Dominoes. Some authorities believe

that it was derived from the color of the back of

the pieces which is black like a domino; others,

that due to the simplicity of the game it was per-

mitted in monasteries, and when a player won a

game he was wont to utter an exclamation of sat-

isfaction and a blessing upon the Lord in the
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same breath.
" Benedicamus Domino," he would

cry. From this, so 'tis said, came the abbreviation

Domino. There are many other legends, but what

is fact and what is fancy, it is difficult to decide.

Jacks or Jackstones

Jacks is a very old game and appears to have

been played by the Egyptians during the time of

the Pharoahs. The great Greek dramatist and

poet Aristophanes, more than 2000 years ago de-

scribed jacks as a girl's game. A bas-relief of

ancient Greece shows small children playing the

game in the street. The game was first played with

the knucklebones of the sheep. In some parts of

Europe it is still played with bones. In fact, in

France the game is called "Osselets" meaning

"little bones."

The game is called by different names in Euro-

pean countries. In England it is called Dibs and

was formerly called Cockall. In Scotland, the

small pebbles are called chuckie-stones. In Ger-

many the game is called Handtopsen or Knoch-

clchen. In this country the game is played with

small pebbles in some sections and with marbles

and metal Jackstones in other sections.
*

Quoits

No authority can be found giving the year or

place of the origin of the game of quoits. Ac-

cording to some authorities, pitching quoits was a

favorite amusement among the Greeks and Ro-

mans. That they played the game with a kind of

quoit called a discus which had no hole in it but

was solid like a plate, is acceptable to some au-

thorities. Others believe that the game originated

on the borderland of Scotland and England.

Quoits was one of the games prohibited in the

reign of Richard II and Edward III of England
in favor of archery. The word quoit is from the

provincial English coit meaning to throw. The

name of the game is also spelled Kwoits and

Koits.

Checkers

The origin of the game of checkers is also lost

in the past. Some writers believe it to be a modi-

fied form of chess, while others think that chess

was evolved from the simpler game of checkers.

From hieroglyphics and inscriptions it appears
that it was a favorite game with the Egyptians as

early as 2000 B. C. King Rameses II is repre-

sented on the walls of his palace as playing check-

ers with some great personage. Homer mentions

checkers in The Odyssey and Plato in his

Dialogues.

In one form or another the game is played all

over the world. In its earliest form it was played
on a board with five lines and with five pieces.

There is no authoritative record that checkers

was common in Europe until the beginning of the

16th century. The oldest known book on the

game was published in 1547 by Anton Torque-
mada, a Spaniard. There are many variations of

checkers Chinese, English, Polish, Spanish,

Italian, and Turkish. In France the game is called

Le Jeu de Dames because it was a great favorite

with the ladies. The Germans call it Damenspiel
and the Italians, // Giuoco delle Dame. In Gaelic

the game is called Taileasq and in Turkish, Doama.
The game is even found among the native tribes

of the interior of New Zealand where the game
is called E'mu.

Chess

Of the origin of chess nothing is really kno>

Its invention has been attributed to the Greet

Romans, Babylonians, Persians, Hindus and

Arabians. Probably each of these people im-

proved a little upon it until it has arrived at its

present state. There are many legends and stories |

as to its origin. H. J. R. Murray in his book A
History of Chess (Clarendon Press, 1913), de-

voted 900 pages to tracing the history of this very

fascinating game and there is a very extensive

literature on the playing of the game. Many
scholars have spent much time searching for the

source of chess, and research is still going on.

Chess has alway been popular with soldiers, stu-

dents and men of state and today is one of the

most popular games.

Jackstraws

Like many other games, it is impossible to say

definitely where and when the game of Jack-

straws originated. It was known in England sev-

eral centuries ago. Originally it was called Jerk-

straws. It was also known in England as Spilli-

kins. The game is also known in continental

Europe. The French call it Jonchets and the Ger-

mans know it as Federspicl.

Crokinole

Crokinole is a trade name in America. Its ori-

gin must be looked for in other games. A game
from which Crokinole might have been derived

(Continued on page 627)



Adult Recreation

[TH THE development of

adult recreation programs as

an important phase of the

jisure time activities of our de-

irtments, it is imperative that we plan the pro-

jram to meet the needs of all ages and interests.

Today in our educational institutions students

are being trained in a diversification of skills that

can be carried on into adult life. Music, drama,

art, handcraft, nature study and many other in-

teresting activities are being taught. It is import-

ant, in planning our adult program, that we in-

clude those things that are part of the cultural life

of our people. It is not necessary that paid leader-

ship be provided, nor can it be provided, for every

activity that is being offered. Often we can find

adult leaders who are only too glad for the oppor-

tunity to pass on their skills to others who have

similar interests.

There is drama, music, handcraft, reading or

any of the great variety of hobbies, the pursuit of

which makes a man more interesting to himself.

There are games, indoor and outdoors, swimming,

hiking and all the more active forms of recrea-

tion. There is social recreation, the experience of

sharing with others, and there is the job of dis-

covering beauty and making it one's own. Those

recreation activities are most important which

most completely command the individual so that

he loses himself in them and gives all that he has

and is to them. This, surely, represents a real

challenge to the wide-awake recreation leader.

The hit-and-miss method of planning leisure has

no place in up-to-date recreation departments.

The only real test of the success of the adult pro-

gram is whether it is an ex-

pression of the people them-

selves.

How can we best reach

the adults in our communi-

ties? We know that people

will not come to a recrea-

tion center just because the

building is open and oppor-

tunities for participation in

many different activities are

being offered. It is neces-

sary that the public be in-

formed of the program that

By FERDINAND BAHR
Director of Recreation

Sioux City, Iowa

"Let us organize hours of productive con-

sumption, if we may use that term, hours

filled with activities rather than 'pas-

sivities.' Let us multiply the occasions

on which people find themselves in active

participation in group projects rather than

in passive reception of prearranged pro-

grams. Such group activity in which the

individual participates has the added ad-

vantage of bringing him into personal rather

than impersonal association with his fel-

lows, and that process helps greatly in

bringing about the ultimate goal of im-

proved personality." Fred G. McAtistet

in "Live All Your Life!" Kiwanis Magazine.

is available for them. As an ex-

ample of this, let me tell you of

the various methods we have used

at Sioux City in reaching the pub-

lic with information regarding the program pro-

vided at our recreation centers.

Informing the Public

Our centers, which are located at the four

Junior High Schools, last year had an enrollment

of over 1400 people who participated in the many

phases of the program. In planning for the cen-

ters every possible means was used in reaching the

public with information regarding plans and pro-

grams. In addition to the distribution of pam-

phlets and publicity through the press, radio talks

were given and there were addresses before P.T.A.

organizations and student assemblies at the col-

leges and high schools. A circular entitled "A

Program of Interest to You at Sioux City's Rec-

reation Centers" was distributed to all students at

the junior high schools, high schools and colleges,

with the request that they take the notices home

and bring them to the attention of parents and

other members of the family. Particular care was

taken to distribute the circulars from house to

house within a six block area surrounding each

recreation center. They were also placed by time

clocks at the various stores and manufacturing

establishments.

The circular, an attractive folded sheet, tells on

the inside of the tap dancing and gymnasium

classes, and arts and crafts and drama clubs. On
the back is information regarding the athletic ac-

tivities of the centers.

The program has been

outlined in such a way that

some highlight activity is

conducted each evening the

center is open. This makes

for a continuity of attend-

ance. Activities include

gymnasium classes for both

men and women, arts and

crafts classes, with a special

class in pottery once a week

and a drama club at each

center. Instruction in arch-

ery is given beginners, and
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there are practice periods

for advanced players. Other

activities include tap danc-

ing, Badminton, table ten-

nis and chess. A game and

reading room is provided
for those not wishing to

take part in organized ac-

tivities.

A capable leader is in

charge of each center, and

the best instructors avail-

able are used for the spe-

cialized classes such as arts

and crafts. WPA leadership

is used for game room and

locker room attendance. Reg-
ular classrooms are used for

all of the activities, and in

spite of the large attendance

at the centers very little dif-

ficulty has been experienc-

ed in the destruction of

property or equipment.

Hallways are used for arch-

ery, table tennis and dart

baseball.

Every effort is made to

keep the Board of Educa-

tion informed of the pro-

gram and interested in it.

On one occasion a dinner

meeting of the board was

held followed by a tour of

all the centers. News pho-

tographers took pictures of

the various activities with

members of the board tak-

ing part in them. Members
of the Board of Education

thus were given a clearer

conception of what the ob-

jectives of the adult recrea-

tion program are.

At the first of the year,

before the centers reopened
after the Christmas holi-

days, an illustrated pam-

phlet entitled, "Yes Sir,

Here It Is Opening of the

Recreation Centers" was sent to all those enrolled

in the various classes. The pamphlet gave a re-

sume of. the new activities offered, together with

Universally popular is the celebration of

holidays and special days as a form of

recreation for adults! This group has

spared no pains in preparing for Hal-

lowe'en festivities in Reading, Pa.

a review of the old ones.

Continuous publicity on the

program was given through-

out the local newspapers, and

monthly reports of the at-

tendance at each of the, cen-

ters were presented to the

Board of Education.

Socializing the Progra
This year it is our pi

to socialize the program,

having a monthly social af-

fair at each center. As an

experiment a social roorri

will be developed at several

of the centers for co-recr

ation activities. New acti

ties built around hobby i

terests as camera club

woodcraft, chess and chec

ers, stamp clubs and oth

like interests will be o

ganized. The number o

clubs will be limited only by
the number of interests that

the adults attending the cen-

ters may have.

It has been our policy to

offer the regular activities

free to the participants.

However, with the develop-

ment of the program it will

be necessary for us to

charge a small fee for ac-

tivities that require the ser-

vices of a highly trained

specialist. In this group of

activities will be placed art

and special dancing classes,

and classes of a like nature.

The success of any adult

program depends upon care-

ful planning. This means a

careful study of the needs

of the adults in the com-

munity and the building of

our programs around those

needs. The most successful

adult program will be cen-

tered around interest or hobby activities. The

recreation program of today in which adult rec-

( Continued on page 628)



Recent Trends in Local Governmental Control

Year- Round Recreation

RECENTLY

a number of questions have been

asked with reference to trends in the form of

local governmental control of recreation and

varying comments have been made regarding such

trends. The National Recreation Association has

made two studies of changes and trends in local

recreation administration, and a few of the major

findings are summarized here for the benefit of

recreation workers.

I. A Comparison of Year-Round Recreation Ser-

vice, 1923 and 1933

One of the studies concerned itself with local

recreation service in cities which in 1923 reported

one or more recreation leaders employed the year
round. Figures concerning these cities were com-

pared with those for cities which in 1933 reported
one or more full-time, year-round leaders. The
information was secured from the Recreation

Year Books and through correspondence with the

local recreation authorities. Special consideration

was given to the service of four types of recrea-

tion authorities : recreation boards or commissions,

recreation departments under an independent ex-

ecutive directly responsible to the mayor, city

manager or a city commissioner, park boards and

school boards. The following are a few of the

major findings :

1. In 1933, 165 cities reported 175 governmental
agencies with full-time, year-round leadership.

44.5% of these agencies were recreation boards
or commissions and 12% were independent
recreation departments under an executive.

Thus $6.5% were local governmental agencies

specifically created to care for the function of

recreation, as compared with

17% park and 12% school

agencies. In cities under

100,000 56% of all the agen-
cies were recreation boards
or commissions.

2. In 1933, there were 109 gov-
ernmental agencies reporting

year-round leadership which

"Under which municipal body does

a local recreation program make

most headway?" This is a question

frequently asked. This brief sum-

mary of two studies of trends in

administration will, it is hoped,
throw some light on the problem.

did not report such leadership in 1923. Of
these agencies 52% were recreation boards or

commissions and 13% independent recreation

departments under an executive. Therefore, of

the agencies establishing year-round work dur-

ing this period 65% had recreation as their

primary or exclusive function, as compared
with 10% in the case of schools and only 7%
in the case of parks. In cities under 100,000

58% of these new year-round programs were
under recreation boards.

3. A study of the type of local municipal govern-
ment in 306 cities over 30,000 in 1933 showed
that 49.3% of the city manager cities had year-
round programs as compared with 41.7% of

the mayor-council cities and only 37% of the

commission cities. On the other hand, a greater

percentage of commission cities provided for

recreation under a separate recreation board or

department. This was the only type of local

government where the independent recreation

executive was found in almost as many cities

as the recreation board. Forty per cent of the

recreation agencies in city manager cities were

recreation boards.

4. A comparison of the total number of paid

workers, number of playgrounds and number
of indoor centers was made for the cities under

the four types of recreation administration in

the cities reporting year-round leadership under

the same type of administration in both 1923
and 1933. The recreation boards or commis-

sions showed a much greater increase in these

three respects than the independent recreation

executives, the park boards or the school boards.

5. A comparison was made of the salaries paid

chief recreation executives with the minimum
amounts recommended for this position by the

Committee on Training and Experience in Rec-

reation Work. Here again the

recreation boards made the best

showing. Only 23% of these

agencies paid their executives

less than the minimum standard,

as compared with 60% of the

school agencies which fell be-

low the minimum.

In order to secure some idea
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of the effect of the depression upon recreation

services in cities under various types of recrea-

tion administration, a comparison was made for

the years 1930 and 1933 of the total number of

workers, number of full-time, year-round work-

ers, appropriations for leadership, the number of

playgrounds and the number of indoor centers

under the four major types of administrative

agency.

1. In the case of all five of these local factors the

recreation board or commission made by far

the best showing. Recreation boards showed
an increase in all of the items except appro-

priations for leadership, whereas the inde-

pendent recreation executives and the school

authorities showed a decrease in each of the

rive items, and the park board showed a de-

crease in four of them.

2. In comparison with their 1930 reports, the

Park Boards in 1933 made the poorest show-

ing in the total number of leaders. The inde-

pendent recreation executives showed the great-
est decrease in the number of full-time, year-
round workers and in the number of indoor

centers, whereas the schools showed a 40% de-

crease in expenditures for leadership and the

greatest decrease in the number of play-

grounds. This part of the study showed con-

clusively that recreation boards or commissions

withstood the first years of the depression
much more effectively than the other three

types of administrative authority.

The conclusions of this particular study point

clearly to the fact that based on Year Book data

for the period 1923 to 1933, the recreation board

is the form of local recreation administration

under which recreation service made the most

marked growth during the period and under which

a majority of the new year-round programs were

established. Local recreation service under the

recreation boards appears to have been better

maintained during the years 1930-1933 than it was

under the other types of agency.

II. A Comparison of Year-Round Recreation Ser-

vice, 1928 and 1936

For this study recreation authorities were di-

vided into five groups "Recreation," "Park,"

"School," "Other Public Agencies" and "Private

Agencies." Recreation boards and independent

executives were included under the heading, "rec-

reation agencies." The year 1928 was chosen be-

cause this was the first year in which full-time,

year-round workers were reported in the Recrea-

tion Year Book. Only agencies reporting one or

more such workers were included in the study
which was based on Year Book data.

1. An analysis of the percentages of each of the

five types of agencies reporting in 1928 and in

1936 shows no marked change during the pe-
riod except in the case of the private group,
which fell off markedly. Of the four public

groups, school authorities alone failed to in-

crease in number. "Recreation" authorities

were most numerous, increasing from 38% to

41% during the period, whereas schools were
the least numerous, with 8% in each year.

2. Forty-six agencies reported full time leader-

ship in 1936 which did not report such leader-

ship in 1928. Of these agencies establishing

year-round programs, 18 or 39%, were recrea-

tion departments, whereas only two were school

authorities. In general, the five types of au-

thorities had about the same percentage of

agencies in this group as in the total group re-

porting full time leadership in 1936.

3. Only 26 changes in the form of local adminis-
trative control of recreation were reported dur-

ing the period, or less than 10% of the total

number of agencies. There were no changes
from municipal to private, and of the four mu-

nicipal groups recreation, park and school au-

thorities made small gains.

4. An analysis was made of the effect of these 26

changes in administration upon the number of

full-time, year-round workers in the agencies
involved. The cities where the change was

from "recreation" to some other type of agency
showed a decrease in workers, whereas the

cities which changed from some other form to

"recreation" showed an increase in the number
of workers. In contrast, the cities changing

from parks showed a considerable gain in

workers, whereas the cities changing to parks
showed a great decrease. The four cities which

changed from some other form of control to

school control showed no full-time, year-round
workers employed in 1936.

5. A comparison was made of 172 agencies with

full-time, year-round workers in both 1928 and

1936, and with the same type of administrative

authority in both years, to determine the prog-
ress which had occurred in these cities under

the various types of administrative control.

a. The first analysis related to the number of

full-time, year-round workers. The school au-

thorities were the only group showing an increase

(4%) in the total number of year-round workers.

The average for all of the 172 agencies was an

18% decrease. The greatest decrease recorded was
for the "other authorities" group. A study of the

individual agencies showed that recreation authori-

ties were the only group in which more agencies

(Continued on page 628)



Guide to the Use of Adult Leisure T
Extracts from an address given at the University
of Washington on guidance in the use of leisure

HERE is MORE need of a

guide or guidance during
leisure than during work

ic. There is mass demand; there should be

mass supply of guides or guidance.

A. But what kind of guidance ?

At least three kinds. Personal, individual;

business, commercial ; public or governmental di-

rection or guidance.

B. Supervisory guidance?
Yes. No compulsory guidance. No bureau-

cratic guidance. All guidance should be volitional

both as to the person entitled to it and the person

or agency to furnish it.

c. Self-initiative guidance?
Yes. Whenever and wherever possible.

The use of leisure ought to be more self-de-

veloping than work. This is so because the use

of leisure and the benefit or not of its use is more

within the control of the individual than is what

he should do or not do in the getting of a liveli-

hood. Indeed the touchstone of good supervisory

guidance is the extent to which the child, the

youth, the adult voluntarily expresses, develops

himself at whatever useful or pleasurable activity

he may engage in.

In fact, as I see it, one of the greatest values to

a person, and consequently to society and the na-

tion, from leisure, much
or little, is the self-de-

veloping, self-satisfac-

tion which leisure af-

fords.

D. Large scale guid-
ance?

Again the answer is

yes.

The increasing num-
ber of our people, the

enlarging leisure time,

logically call for large

scale use of leisure time

and provision for recre-

ation in groups and by

By AUSTIN E. GRIFFITHS

Seattle, Washington large numbers of people at the

same time or place.

Conceding that as many peo-

ple as possible supply their own initiative and

guidance in respect to their leisure time use, there

will ever remain an innumerable number of peo-

ple who need immediate mass recreation. Very

many people not having private means nor per-

haps sufficient personal initiative should have

socialized recreation, the advantage of outside or-

ganization for collective enjoyment of their

leisure time.

Much of this large scale guidance of using lei-

sure will be non-public in the sense of being non-

official, but nevertheless it will be institutional or

have some sort of executive guidance and pro-

vision. The fact that nine million persons go into

our public parks shows, of course, personal ini-

tiative, more or less semi-private or semi-public

urging and direction, and the remainder govern-

mental encouragement and provisions for the

comfort and enjoyment of park visitors.

"So leisure becomes not merely a problem of

free time. It becomes a problem of free and

abundant living. But and here is the very
essence of the whole matter leisure cannot

hope to accomplish these things without di-

rection. Its mere existence is not enough.
Left to its own resources leisure will inevi-

tably follow the time-worn, vicarious channels

of its past. . . . Leisure demands wise super-

vision and control. But it does not demand

regimentation. It would probably never put

up with any ready-made pattern of dictation,

but it demands guidance. After all, the aver-

age man or woman is not too familiar with this

thing called leisure, or with the possibili-

ties the right use of leisure can bring."

Arthut Newton Pock in Leisure, March 1936.

"Mechanism of industry, technological advances

and unemployment have brought an increase in

leisure. Effective use of this time is both a per-

sonal and a social problem. Educational and other

agencies are compelled to devote serious study to

developing programs de-

signed to prepare youth
and adults fora more con-

structive use of their spare

time. The arts, recrea-

tion and physical educa-

tion offer great opportu-

nities. Practically every

survey made in the last

few years indicates that

the foremost handicaps

in the leisure time area

are inadequate facilities

and lack of competent

leadership."
- - American

Youth Commission.
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You Asked for It!

Question : Has anyone discovered a method for

making horseshoe pegs absolutely secure? We
have been having some difficulty regarding this in

our horseshoe pitching activities.

Answer: Last year a horseshoe thrower who

has won national championships gave an exhibi-

tion at Warinanco Park maintained by the Union

County, New Jersey, Recreation Commission. For

his exhibition he insisted on having a green elm log

with a hole drilled through it sunk in the ground
and the horseshoe peg driven into this hole. This

method of holding the pin proved more satisfac-

tory than the standard method of pouring con-

crete around the pins and the green log held the

pin much more securely. This year in installing

new horseshoe courts and quoit courts a green

elm log was attached to the cypress frame and

used on all new installations in the park system.

The entire installation was constructed as one unit

and was protected on the front, sides and top with

iron strips to prevent the wood from splintering.

This frame was set flush with the ground on the

courts and packed with a heavy clay inside of the

box, with only the pin extending above the ground.
From the Union County, N. J., Park Com-

mission.

Question : Can you give us any new ideas for
stunts for our -water carnival?

Answer: We have used two stunts in our an-

nual water carnival that proved very popular. One
is called a treasure hunt. We collected automo-

bile licenses from past years and kept the num-
bers on a sheet. The metal tags were then dis-

tributed prior to the carnival about the pool, both

in the deep and shallow water. All swimmers who
had passed the tests beginners, intermediates

and seniors were eligible, and at a signal the div-

ing and fetching began to continue until all the

numbers were in and the names of those bringing
in the respective numbers were tabulated. The
awards having been allocated secretly to certain

of the numbers, the boys and girls bringing in

these particular numbers were rewarded with due

ceremony and fanfare.

Another stunt we used is known as watermelon

polo. Teams of from eight to twelve swimmers
line up on both sides of the pool. A life guard
takes a good sized watermelon to the exact center
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of the pool leaving it to float on the water. The

whistle is blown and with much splashing the

teams vie in an attempt to get the melon to their

side. An average tussle lasts about half an hour,

and the good-natured contest which ensues creates

a frenzy of excitement. Winners of course have

the privilege of eating the melon in front of the

losers. From James Neeson, Director of Recre-

ation, Cohoes, New York.

Question : What can be done to interest in the

playground program factory workers or employed

girls or mothers and fathers living in the vicinity

of the playground? We find it very difficult to

get adults to come to the playground and take part

in games and other activities.

Answer : One of the most effective ways of

securing the interest of parents is to conduct

special features in which their children take part

and to have the children invite the parents to the

playground to witness their performance. The

activity need not be one in which the individual

child is a star in fact, it is better for the group

if this type of performance is avoided on the

playground. But by putting on plays, doll shows,

pet shows, a circus or a festival of some kind, you
can get a large number of children to participate

in activities which they will want their mothers

and fathers to witness. In these special affairs

costumes and materials are often necessary. Cos-

tumes should be kept as simple and inexpensive as

possible, but frequently a mother will become curi-
:

ous about what is happening on the playground
when her boy or girl comes home with the costume

or asks her help in making one.

The interest of parents can also be enlisted by

asking their cooperation in conducting some of the

playground activities, especially events which re-

quire additional adult leaders. We have in mind

such activities as picnics away from the play-

ground which mothers are usually happy to attend !

and which give them an opportunity of feeling ;

that they are of some importance to the leader and I

to the playground in assisting with the children ,

and some of the details of managing the picnic.

Sometimes mothers and fathers can be enlisted

to serve as judges in competitive events, although

it is important to use discrimination in asking ,

(Continued on page 629)



'ORLD AT PLAY

Harrisburg's

Kipona

HARRISBURG'S
1937 Kipona held on

Labor Day opened
with the boom of a 75

lillimeter gun and closed with the cus-

jmary "bombardment" of fireworks.

)uring the course of the ten hour water

carnival there were thirty-two swimming,

diving, motorboat, sailboat and canoe

events. These were run off in the after-

noon. For the setting of the evening's

program eight poles were erected with

four large flood lights on the top of each.

These lights were focused on the lagoon
which presented a scenic fairyland setting.

A concert was given by the Harrisburg
American Legion Post band. The com-

munity sing, which was one of the fea-

tures of the evening's program, was di-

rected from the lagoon. As the last song ended,

the Ship Kipona carrying Admiral J. Calvin

Frank and his staff left the side of the floating

platform and moved to the island. While the band

played, the parade of canoes and floats formed

led down the river by the Ship Kipona, to be

viewed by thousands of spectators crowded over

the mile and a half front.

Park Developments in

New York City

THE Regional Plan

Association of New
York has made a study

of park developments
in the metropolitan area which shows that un-

precedented progress has been made in New York

City in the last four years in both the acquisition

of acreage and the development of existing areas.

The association stated that 48 per cent of its forty

year program for park acquisition in New York

City has become a reality in the last eight years.

Summarizing park progress since 1928, the state-

ment declared that at the end of that year New
York City had a public park acreage of 11,601.

At the close of 1936 the survey showed a total of

J7 293 acres, parcels of less than one acre not

being taken into account. New park acreage

amounted to 3,250 acres, an increase of 23 per
cent over 1932.

T c APPROXIMATELYThe Summer in

Danville 241,000 people partici-

__. pated in one or more
of the eighty different

forms of leisure-time activities offered by the De-

partment of Public Recreation of Danville, Il-

linois, on the park and community center play-

grounds during the 1937 season from June

through August. Twenty per cent of the total at-

tendance was recorded for children of twelve

years of age and under; 10 per cent for children

fourteen to sixteen years of age; 15 per cent for

young people between the ages of seventeen and

twenty, while 28 per cent of the total was com-

posed of adults twenty-one years of age and over.

Our American
Folk Arts

AT the National Folk

Festival in Chicago,

lumberjacks from

Michigan and Wiscon-

sin sang ballads such as "Never Take the Horse-

shoe from the Door," danced jigs, reels, clogs.

Kiowa Indians from Oklahoma, complete with

feathers and leg bells, wound through snake

dances, war dances and love dances. Students

from Berea College, Kentucky, sang a version of

the ballad "Barbara Allen" which Samuel Pepys
knew. A bonneted old lady of eighty-two quaver-

ed French pioneer songs that are still sung in Vin-
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620 WORLD AT PLAY

cennes, Indiana. A stocky little ex-sailor who

used to sail before the mast sang sea chanteys

with more force than one would expect from a

man of eighty. There were miners from Pennsyl-

vania and cowboys from Texas. Mrs. Janie Brady

Jones, widow of the railroad engineer hero of the

famous folk song "Casey Jones" sat quietly on

the platform while a young man sang the story of

Casey's death as millions of Americans know it..

Time. (From Readers Digest, October 1937.)

A Twenty-fifth Anniversary On October

1 6th, the Boston School Committee climaxed the

celebration of the twenty-fifth anniversary of its

school centers with a birthday banquet. Among
the speakers were Dr. J. W. Studebaker, Com-
missioner of Education, Washington, D. C, James
G. Reardon, Commissioner of Education of Mas-

sachusetts, Michael J. Downey, assistant superin-

tendent in charge of school centers, Reverend

Michael J. Ahern, S.J., president of the Adult

Education Council of Greater Boston, and Mrs.

Eva Whiting White, formerly director of the Bos-

ton school centers. Tribute was paid to Mary P.

Follett who headed the citizens' movement which

led to the creation of the centers, aided in draft-

ing plans and organizing them, and served frqrn

1911 until her death in December 1933, as chair-

man of the Citizens' Advisory Committee, De-

partment of the Extended. Use of the Public

Schools.

The anniversary celebration began October nth
with a demonstration and exhibit of school center

activities, followed on October I4th by a musical

and dramatic night. This year fourteen centers

are in operation.

Administration Problems The December

1936 issue of Parks and Recreation tells of a joint

meeting of park and recreation workers held in

Wisconsin in September 1936. Considerable at-

tention was given to the subject of forms of ad-

ministration, and as a result of the discussion it

was unanimously agreed that no city could pros-

per in a recreationally-minded manner which did

not have the full cooperation of all agencies hav-

ing play areas and buildings, and which did not

make these areas and buildings available to the

department which was authorized to conduct the

public recreation program. This discussion re-

sulted in the following resolution :

"That park boards, boards of education and
common councils cooperate to the fullest extent

with whichever agency is delegated to administer

the municipality's recreational activities, and that

all municipally owned recreation areas be made

available, to the end that all citizens may benefit."

The East Orange Little Theater Opens Its

Season The Little Theater of the city of East

Orange, New Jersey, sponsored by the Board of

Recreation Commissioners, has announced the of-

ferings for its 1937-38 season. Six major pro-

ductions, the first of which was given in October,

constitute the program. The plays are produced in

the Elmwood Park field house, an artistic build-

ing housing a beautiful small auditorium which

seats 200 people and a stage equipped with ade-

quate lights and dimmers. In this building thework-

shop activities of the Little Theater are conductec

There are talks on play production, stage crai

play reading and playwriting, and classes in mal

up and costuming. Individual tickets are sold

50 cents each ; a season ticket for the six pla)

$2.50. Miss Frances H. Haire, Director of Re

reation, is president of the Little Theater.

Delinquency Decrease in Pueblo County,
Colorado J. A. Getts, City-County Director

of Recreation, Pueblo Recreation Commission,

calls attention to a report showing a marked de-

crease in juvenile delinquency in Pueblo City and

County, Colorado, during the past five years. "Ac-

cording to county and city officials," states the

Pueblo Chieftain for October 14, 1937, "the

noticeable decline in delinquency may be traced in

many cases directly to the Pueblo recreation pro-

gram, inaugurated in March 1933. In 1933 there

were 113 cases
;
in 1934, 72 ;

in 1935, 1 1 1
; in 1936,

58, and in 1937, 49. The records previous to 1933
reveal a much larger number of cases. Statistics

also show a marked decrease in the number of ju-

venile cases resulting in terms at the State In-

dustrial School at Golden. In 1934 there were 12

convictions; in 1937, only four. At the present

time there are but six Pueblo juveniles at Golden,

three of whom are "repeaters." As the quota of

the Industrial School averages approximately 200

inmates, Pueblo is credited with having the small-

est percentage of cases at the institution today of

any county in Colorado in proportion to population.

A Forest Festival

(Continued front page 596)

have been added the. grace and splendor of a beau-

tiful queen and her court." The impressive strains

I
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>f Oley Speaks' "Sylvia" swelled across the sea of

>lor as Queen Sylvia ascended her forest-backed

throne to commence her three-day reign as

)ueen Sylvia, VIII.

Over 300 children and adults participated in the

Drest pageant, "The Bird of Flame," that im-

mediately followed the coronation ceremonies, cul-

linating weeks of careful rehearsals. The pag-

it, entirely pantomime except for occasional ex-

ilanations from the public address system and the

iperb musical setting, was most effectively stag-

i, costumed and executed. Each year an original

pageant is prepared for the occasion, based upon
a forest theme and complete cooperation has

always been the result.

The following day was given to wood chopping
and sawing contests, fly and plug casting, riding

tournament and other events, terminating with the

grand feature parade made up of twenty-six band

and drum corps from West Virginia and adjoin-

ing states with three miles of beautiful spectacu-

lar floats. Over 1,000 people made up the total of

the band personnel alone.

The horse show is another feature attraction

having exhibitors from many of the eastern and

southern states.

The streets of Elkins were dressed in the fall

colors of the forest red, yellow, green and gold,

and displays descriptive of all important conser-

vation activities were provided by various federal

and state agencies, together with handicraft and

industrial exhibits. One of the exhibition's high-

lights this year was the original oil painting by

James Montgomery Flagg that is now used by the

Forest Service, in poster form, in its campaign for

fire prevention : "Your Forests Your Fault

Your Loss."

On the last day of the festival a tour of the

Monongahela National Forest was arranged which

included the Stuart Forest Camp with its de-

veloped facilities for forest recreation, surrounded

by the breath-taking splendor of the rich fall

coloration of the timbered hills.

It is customary to have a member of the Presi-

dent's Cabinet at each annual festival and last year
the President of the United States honored the

festival with his presence. One could not help but

come away impressed and inspired from such a

ATTENTION!!!
RECREATIONAL ADVISORS

Geology Instructors . . . Handicraft Instructors

Start the Next Semester Right with This NEW Addition to
Craft Projects and Classroom Activities.

THE JOHNS GEM CUTTER
A complete, portable lapidary unit with a calibrated 192-angle facet

cutting attachment: will precision cut, grind, saw and mirror polish
flat cross-section surfaces, and cut microscopic thin sections from
mineral specimens for GEOLOGY students to study.

HANDICRAFT classes in metal jewelry making can now give un-
dents a NEW outlet by making their own cabochon shaped stones or

brilliantly faceted gems to mount in rings, pins, bracelets, etc.

Machine is complete with all equipment, abrasives and water reser-
voir system. Just set on any table in the classroom. Full instructions
for the beginner.

Nothing More Interesting, Fascinating, or Educational
Gem cutting now made easy with the new JOHNS GEM CUTTER

Price . . . without facet attachment . . . $18.55
with facet attachment 27.50

(above prices do not include Motor)
Write for folder N or send 25c. for 20 page interesting, illustrated,

instruction booklet describing the fascinating art of gem cutting.
Refunded upon receipt of order.

THE JOHNS COMPANY SAPPINGTON. MO.

festival. The State of West Virginia has clearly

demonstrated the inspirational as well as the edu-

cational . value of pageantry and its relation to

forest conservation.

St. Valentine's Day Is Coming!
(Continued from page 599)

about from one couple to another. A couple must

take it when it is offered. When the music stops,

as it does at intervals, the couple holding the val-

entine must perform a stunt, either one given
them or one they choose.

"Love's Old Sweet Song." Valentine Day is the

most fitting time for old-time sentimental songs.

They are well known and hence easy to lead and

fun to sing. Use a few of these : "Aunt Dina's

Quilting Party," "Love's Old Sweet Song,"

"Juanita," "Coming Through the Rye," "East

Side, West Side," "When Irish Eyes Are Smil-

ing," "My Wild Irish Rose," "Sweet Rosie

O'Grady," or any of the songs these will bring to

mind.

Refreshments. The red and white colors of St.

Valentine's Day will help you in choosing refresh-

ments. Punch, cream cheese and jelly sandwiches,

strawberry or raspberry ice cream and white cake

with red hearts are all appropriate. Be sure to get
some candy hearts with messages written on them.

It is fun to read the messages aloud, or a number

may be arranged on the table to make a love let-

ter. The best letter might win a chocolate heart

for its maker.
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HOW TO ORGANIZE
AND PROMOTE A
HORSESHOE CLUB

WRITE FOR FREE
BOOKLET

Horseshoe Pitching is a game that appeals
to everyone interested in playgrounds. Get

your free copy of "How to Organize a Horse-

shoe Club" and see how handily the game is

adapted to your requirements.

The Diamond line of Pitching Horseshoes

and accessories includes everything needed

in promoting the game. Ask for catalog and
rule books when you write.

DIAMOND CALK HORSESHOE CO.
4610 Grand Ave., Duluth, Minn.

Some Sports and Their Development
(Continued from page 600)

breaths, they bellowed, "Long live the Emperor."

And Then to Other Countries

While enthusiastic rulers and their unfortunate

minions were playing polo in China, the game was

being carried to far-off regions by the vast armies

of the emperor. Small rock-ribbed Tibet, helpless

in the hands of Chinese invaders, took to the

game, and with scarcely two feet of level ground

created its own fierce, dramatic version upon its

rocky slopes. From Tibet we get our word "polo,"

meaning the "willow knot," which they used for a

ball. It is probably the only Tibetan word ever

contributed to the English language. From there

the game spread to India and continued to be

played for several hundred years until, with the

decline of the vast Mogul Empire, it gradually

died out. For 200 years after that one tribe alone

kept the game alive.

Unknown to white men or other Indians, the

Manipuris, inhabitants of a tiny rugged strip of

North India, played their own hard-hitting, fierce-

riding game. Not until one day in 1864 when the

Rajah of Manipur, on business in Calcutta, en-

gaged in a game with his retinue, did Englishmen

see the sport. They were delighted with it and in-

sisted upon being taught to play. Before long

other natives, soldiers and civilians had taken it

up and polo had literally swept over India. Such

minor difficulties as hilly, rocky fields, the sudden

appearance of rhinos, tigers or hostile natives, did

not daunt these early British enthusiasts. Their

perseverance has been richly rewarded, for today

polo is played much more commonly in India than

anywhere else in the world.

The next logical step for polo was to go to

England. It happened this way. One day in 1869
an English officer of the Tenth Hussars chanced

to read a description of the new "hockey on

horseback" which was being played in India. He

immediately organized a game with billiard balls

and curved walking sticks which proved, much to

his chagrin, to be too short to reach to the ground.
With better equipment he tried it again, and then

began to train a team in real earnest. Soon he.

challenged another regiment to play. All London

society sallied forth to see the match, and it was

pronounced a huge success. In spite of this early

stir polo grew slowly in England because of the

difficulty of obtaining equipment, but in 1866,

when the first international competition with

America was held, the English public began to

take a genuine interest in the game that has

grown ever since.

In America, since its introduction in 1876, polo

has gained steadily in interest, chiefly centering

around competition with the British for the West-

chester cup, and with frequent matches against

the Argentines.

Engineering Material and Human
(Continued from page 603)

his death. He appointed an outstanding citizen of

Chicago and of Illinois Robert J. Dunham a&

President of the new Park Board, and George

Donoghue again sat at the side of a man devoted

only to service of the people of the city, to wrestle

with new and staggering problems of bringing to

solvency a park system many of the component

parts of which were utterly insolvent, and of

welding into effectiveness as a unified organiza-
tion an assembled group of organizations which
had never worked together before, and which were

mutually suspicious of each other. Loyalty to the

public interest again demanded that the engineer

grapple with new problems this time problems
of finance and of human psychology. In the\
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resident of the Board he had the able direction

a master of big business operations, a man of

ic most extraordinary abilities and of vast busi-

ness experience. But there was a limit to any

single man's capacity to deal as an individual with

so multiple a set of problems. Only by firing a

new made organization into similar devotion could

icy hope to succeed.

The task of building morale into the newly as-

nbled organization fell largely on the shoulders

the General Superintendent. Work in the gen-

ral office as they might, and did, from 9:00 in

the morning until 1 1 :oo at night, they had to de-

pend on similar devotion throughout the rank and

file. There were no heroics of Napoleonic ap-

peals. There was, in fact, no mention of morale.

There appeared to be agreement only on the as-

sumption that morale is a thing into which men
live their way, rather than something into which

they are evangelized. There were soft-spoken

conferences innumerable, conferences shot through

with humor and human understanding. There was

man-to-man discussion, with no one overawed,

with every man's outspoken thought solicited and

expressed, and thoughtfully received. Slowly

there began to develop a feeling throughout the

entire organization that the challenge of the situa-

tion was addressed not to President Dunham and

General Superintendent Donoghue alone, but that

that challenge extended down to the leader of the

public group in recreation, the janitor maintain-

ing the building, and the workman at his bench or

in the field the challenge to unitedly produce for

his city an accomplishment against almost over-

whelming odds; a thing that would stand as a

monument throughout the future of his city. And
as that spirit spread, as the workers, from the

most exalted positions down to the humblest, be-

gan to feel the thrill of a resolve to do that job,

the general organization of the new park system

came to the ultimate discovery that it had de-

veloped a morale unawares.

That, in my opinion, is an accomplishment in

human engineering greater than the network of

boulevards, than the new Outer Drive Bridge,

sinking its supporting caissons down through

quicksands to bed rock, greater than the solution

to the problems of shore protection against islands

of ice, wind-driven to pound the timbers that pro-

tect park acres by the lake. It is an accomplish-

ment which marks George Donoghue an engineer,

not alone in the mastery of materials, but also in

the commanding of the spirit of man.

James Couzens Memorial

Week

THE
WEEK of October I7th to 23rd was de-

clared, by Governor Frank Murphy, James
Couzens Memorial Week in the schools of Michi-

gan as a tribute to the late Senator Couzens char-

acterized by Governor Murphy as "one of the

greatest friends the children of Michigan ever

had." Senator Couzens died on October 22, 1936,
at the age of sixty-four.

Governor Murphy in his proclamation called at-

tention to Senator Couzens' benefactions, among
them the convalescent home for crippled children

in Farmington; gifts totaling several million dol-

lars to the Children's Hospital of Michigan; the

rebuilding of the school at Bath, and the estab-

lishment in 1929 of the Children's Fund of Mich-

igan to which he gave $12,000,000 before he died

for the health, welfare and happiness of the chil-

dren of the state of Michigan. He gave over half

of his great fortune to help children who were

sick or crippled, his gifts amounting to more than

$20,000,000.

"Because of these gifts and others," said the

Governor in his proclamation, "I deem it fitting

to make the week of October I7th to 23rd a James
Couzens Memorial Week in the schools of Michi-

gan. As Governor of the State I ask the au-
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What Our Readers Say About

School Activities
"I think that this journal

(School Activities) is worthy
of a place in the library of

every school administrator

and should be available to

teachers everywhere."
(Signed)
LEROY E. COWLES, Dean

Unirertitiy of Utah

"I find the School Activi-

ties Magazine the most valu-

able one placed upon my
desk. There are so many
practical things inside that

one may use in his own
school. I never expect to be

without it as long as I am
connected with schoolwork."

(Signed)
E. V. CORE, Principal

Union High School

Union, Weit Virginia

Successful educators everywhere are using
School Activities. We invite you to join this

rapidly growing group of school people who
are using this keen tool to improve their work.

Send us your subscription order immediately.
We are certain School Activities will not dis-

appoint you; if it does, just cancel your sub-

scription after you receive the first issue.

Subscription Price $2.00

School Activities Pub, Co.

1515 Lane Street Topeka, Kansas

fields, and approximately $11,000,000 was ex-

pended for the acquisition of five parks and

twenty-four playgrounds and play fields which

added greatly to the recreational facilities of the

city.

thorities in charge of each school to set aside at

least an hour on some day of that week in which

the children may review the life of this great

philanthropist. The example set by such a man is

a dynamic educational power in itself. Let us as

teachers call attention to his goodness in service

in the hope that the children of our state will

emulate him in these things when they become of

age and assume the responsibilities of citizenship."

Senator Couzens was deeply interested in the

work of the Department of Recreation of De-

troit and did much to further it. C. E. Brewer,

Commissioner of Recreation, writes that during
the time Senator Couzens was Mayor of Detroit,

from 1918 to 1923, he gave whole-hearted sup-

port to the Department of Recreation. He was

very sympathetic in the consideration of the bud-

get of the department when it was submitted to

him. And the budget increased from $230,000 in

1918 to approximately $410,000 in 1923. During
his administration a bond issue was passed for the

acquisition of new parks, playgrounds and play

The Red Mask Players of Danville

(Continued from page 604)

demonstration by Jack Stuart Knapp of the Na-
tional Recreation Association; in February, Play

Reading Night "The First Lady" by Katherine

Dayton and George Kaufman; in March, One-

Act Play Night, when the following plays were

staged and produced "Sir Galahad," "Swamp
Spirit" and "A Man Among Women." The play,

"Sir Galahad," was written by Mrs. Fred Robi-

son, a member of the Little Theater and was pro-
duced for the first time on this night.

Upon application and payment of $2 dues per

year, a person may become a member. Member-

ship entitles a person to attend all productions,

reading and discussion groups, and to take part

in any production, subject to the approval of

the casting committee. On applying for member-

ship an individual designates whether he cares to

be an active member of the group. He may be in-

terested in acting, painting scenes or designing

sets, or he may choose to be simply a playgoer or

listener and not to participate actively.

The Second Season Opens

A public presentation of George Kaufman's de-

lightful comedy "To the Ladies" on the night of

November 4th inaugurated the 1937-38 season.

The cast played to an audience of 400, and mem-

bership in the theater has already more than;

doubled last year's figure of 40. This year's plans

will include monthly programs through May, 1938,

and will have such interesting features as two

evenings fashioned after last year's radio success,

"Do You Want to Be an Actor?"; play reading

nights, two evenings of three one-act plays; a

lecture by a radio representative on "Radio

Drama," two three-act plays and a number of in-

teresting discussion and demonstration groups.

The name adopted for the group, "The Red

Mask Players," is significant. At all productions

the ushers wear red satin masks. The name and,
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(1937 Edition. Vol. V)

$3.00 Prepaid

192 pages filled with a vast

assortment of informative
material for those interested

in swimming pools in any way.

EARL K. COLLINS, Editor

425 Fourth Avenue New York, N. Y.

Make all checlcs, money orders, etc.,

payable to Earl K. Collins

symbol have proven attractive and are helpful in

program publicity.

From the germ of an idea in the minds of a few

people the theater has become an entity. We have

a fertile field in our community and our ambition

is that our "Red Maskers" will grow to be a

definite influence and a civic institution.

The Elementary School of Tomorrow

(Continued from page 607)

of opportunity, especially for those children who
in their homes or in their residential area are be-

ing denied by civilization contact with the out of

doors, understanding of living things, and oppor-
tunitv for normal life.

With the Union County Camera Club

(Continued from page 608)

that at least half a dozen other active photography

groups have been organized in the county during
the past year.

As a result of the educational program of the

Union County club and of the activity of other

camera groups, definite improvement in quality was

Magazines and Pamphlets
\ Recently Received Containing Articles \

of Interest to the Recreation Worker

MAGAZINES

Parents' Magazine, November 1937

Play School for the Very Young, by Ruby Mack
Bush

Family Fun, by Elizabeth King

National Parent-Teacher, November 1937

Toys and Play Equipment for All Ages, by Ethel
B. Wright

The Nation's Schools, September 1937

Win or Lose But Play ! by Ethel Perrin
Down with Delinquency Adventures in Coopera-

tive Recreation, by Virgil M. Rogers

Survey Graphic, November 1937

Civilizing Hallowe'en, by Frances Somers

The Journal of Health and Physical Education,
November 1937
The History of Sport, by Seward C. Staley
Carry Over of School Athletics, by Emily I. Case
Archery Golf, by Harlan G. Metcalf

Parents' Magazine, December 1937

Rooms Planned Around Hobbies, by Elizabeth Dunn
Family Fun, by Elizabeth King

Character Magazine, October 1937

These Boy Gangs, by W. Martin Butts
The Growing Network of American Youth Hostels,
by Kenneth Lancaster

Civil Engineering, December 1937

Recreational Planning for Urban Population, by
Justin R. Hartzog

Scholastic Coach, December 1937

The Philosophy of Athletics, by E. B. Stansbury

National Parent-Teacher, December 1937

Game List for the Family
Let's Have a Hobby

Child Life, December 1937

Child Life Hobby Club

PAMPHLETS

The Buffalo Society of Natural Sciences Seventy-sixth
Annual Repor*

Learning by Living Annual Report of the Westchester
County, N, Y., Recreation Commission, 1936

Sixteenth Report of the Superintendent of Public Play-
grounds, Regina, Sask., 1937

Twentieth Annual Report of the Flint Community Music
Association, 1936-1937

Great Falls, Montana, Recreation Association Report
1936-1937

National Resources Committee Progress Report,
October 1937

Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C. $.10.

Health Education Bulletin, November 1937
National Board of Y. W. C. A. $.25.
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Special

Announcement
to

All who are interested in better

character education.

Every successful worker in character education,

personality guidance and community organization

needs the best resource material.

The magazine, CHARACTER, edited by J. M. Art-

man, furnishes the most authoritative interpretation

of character education, personality development and

community organization now published.

Articles by authorities in their fields interpret the

latest findings regarding the current character stand-

ards as practiced in everyday life; the present out-

look of the family, the church, the school as agencies

of character education; the progress in character

education of the specialized leisure time agencies,

such as the Y's, Scouting, Camp Fire, Boys' Clubs,

Camps, etc.

Especial attention is given to the community as a

whole the cooperation or lack of it between the

various agencies in the community.

CHARACTER comes to you 10 times a year (except-

ing July and August) to help you understand and

vision your part in the greatest of all endeavors

that of developing people with character values ade-

quate for our nation and time.

You may subscribe as follows:

1. 1 Year CHARACTER . . .

2. "UNTYING APRON STRINGS"

3. CHARACTER, 1 year and

"UNTYING APRON STRINGS" $2.00

$1.50

$1.00

Send your orders to

CHARACTER MAGAZINE

5732 HARPER AVENUE CHICAGO, ILL

shown in the photographs submitted in the Park

Commission's second annual camera competition

as contrasted with the previous year's entries.

The photograph appearing as the frontispiece

on page 586 of this month's issue of RECREATION
was one of fifty-six entries in the first annual

competition of the club. It was submitted by Ray
Losey of 605 Locust Street, Roselle Park, New
Jersey.

Winter Outdoor Sports in St. Paul

(Continued from page 610)

Hickory Dickory Dock, the Mouse Went-
Three Little Pigs and Big Bad Wolf
Little Tommy Tucker

The Lion and the Unicorn

Old Mother Hubbard and Her Cupboard
The Saucer and the Spoon
The Cow Jumped Over the Moon
Mother Goose and the Little Red Hen
The Three Bears

Bo-Peep and Her Sheep

Cobbler, Cobbler, Make My Shoe

King Cole and Fiddlers Three

Wee Willie Winkie

Black Hen and Her Eggs

Humpty Dumpty Who Sat on the Wall

The Black Bird Pie

Peter Rabbit in the Cabbage Patch

Three Blind Alice and Farmer's Wife

The exhibits on playgrounds will be judged anc

awarded with suitable pennants for first, seconc

third, fourth and fifth places. The downtown
contest will be judged by the City Carnival Com-
mittee and at least ten places will be awarded

which will be on the following basis :

1 to 100 per cent resemblance to assigned or named

subject.

1 to 100 per cent artistic and natural details in all parts.

1 to 100 per cent cleanliness of surroundings, tidiness

around subject, such as disposal of debris and extra

snow.

1 to 100 per cent colors and extras, such as fences and

other background or extras that are not part of the

subject but serve as fillers to make the subject stand

out.

The above percentage total will be divided by
four and the following points added :

1 point for every child worker 15 years of age or under,

provided he worked at least two hours on the actual

exhibit.

T
/2 point for every person over 16 years of age, provided

he actually worked on the exhibit at least two hours.

The sum of the one-fourth of the percentage

score plus the added points for workers shall be

the final score for each playground.

K
I
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Community Ice Festivals

Ice festivals will be sponsored by the Play-
round Booster Clubs in the various communities,

suggestions for such festivals follow:

1. Selection and coronation of festival queen or

ic most popular girl in the community. This

lould be done with due ceremony and parade at

throne or ice palace built of snow or ice by the

immunity people.

2. Speed skating races for all age groups.

3. Figure and fancy skating exhibitions ac-

)mpanied by music.

4. Novelty stunts on ice, such as clown acts,

chariot races, skateless races, pushmo races, one

skate races, barrel jumping.

5. Broomball, ice baseball, ice basketball games.
6. General skating to band music, costume

parade on skates, group drill on skates.

7. Fireworks display, miniature float parade by
children using sleds, decorated, torch and lantern

parade on skates around the rink.

8. Sliding on skis, barrel staves, can covers,

sleds by the small folks.

9. Dog races and, where possible, cross country

ski run.

10. Bonfire and barbecue or bouillon to be served.

And This Is How It Started!

(Continued from page 612)

is the old English game of Squalls. In this game
discs are snapped or struck with the palm from

the edge of a table or board at a mark at its cen-

ter. In the 1 8th century another variety of the

game sprang up. This game was called Jervis or

Jari'is and was played on a table marked with

chalk into alleys which in turn were divided into

squares numbered from one to nine or ten. The

object of this game was to send a ha-penny into a

high-numbered space. The maker of the highest

score in a certain number of plays won.

Shuffleboard

Shuffleboard is still another game authorities

believe began in England. This game was first

mentioned in 1541 when Henry VIII forbad by

law the playing of the game.
Some of the early names of the game are

Shove-groat, Shovel-Penny and Slide-groat. It

was very popular with the aristocracy in England
and was a favorite pastime at the great country

houses. A great many of the early boards were of

exquisite workmanship. The board at Chartley

Hall in Staffordshire was over 30 feet long and

was made up of 260 pieces.

UNTYING
APRON STRINGS
A Great Book for Parents, Teachers, and other

Community Leaders, for Adolescent Young

People, For Yourself

It's a guidebook of personality development as easy

to read as the daily newspaper ; yet it will help you
understand the personality problems of children,

and set you on the way to becoming a better and

happier person yourself.

If you have technical training in psychology, you
will recognize it as accepted scientific knowledge
and you will appreciate its readable form.

If you do not have a technical background, it will

open up a New World to you, a world in which

difficulties you thought were inevitable can be

avoided or cured and it is no harder to under-

stand and even more fascinating than an ad-

venture story.

The Chapter Headings give you a bird's-eye view

of the book :

WARPED PERSONALITY PATTERNS

Emotions the Motivating
Forces of Personality

He Goes Back to Mother's

Arms
His Hand Against the

World
He Enjoys Poor Health

He Likes to "Show-Off"

He Loves to Punish

He Isn't Happy Unless He
Is Miserable

He Feels Inferior

In Love With Himself

Love That Never Grows Up

ADJUSTMENT
The Attitude of the Adult

Who Would Help
Approach Through Voca-

tional Interests and

Hobbies

Self-Understanding

Boy and Girl Relationships

A Directing Philosophy

Personality Development in

the School Community
Religion (With Apologies to

the Church)

The book alone is $1.00.

The book plus a year's subscription to

CHARACTER MAGAZINE is $2.00

Scud Your Order to

CHARACTER ASSOCIATES, Inc.

5732 HARPER AVENUE CHICAGO, ILL
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"Fun" Trains!

A Husking Bee Train. Winter sports and hik-

ing trains have become well known, but now
comes a new variety, for on October 23rd 492

lighthearted young men and women from New
York City boarded the husking bee train sponsor-

ed by the New York, New Haven and Hartford

Railroad and journeyed for over two hours to

Kent, Connecticut. During the trip straw hats

were given to the men and sunbonnets to the

women, and a bearded old-time fiddler and an ac-

cordion player entertained the group. -Arriving

at Kent at supper time, the travelers were met by
members of the Kent Grange who served a coun-

try supper on gaily decorated tables. Important
on the menu were the beans, baked for nineteen

hours in a pit in the ground, and the homemade

pies of which there were over a hundred. After

supper the "reds" lined on one side of the hall,

the "yellows" on the other, and on "go" they

rushed to the corn on the stalks lying in front of

them. An encouraging number of red ears turned

up ! Apples were distributed and all the cider any-
one could drink was provided. Social dancing,

square dances and games followed in the grange
hall to the tune of a Hillbilly band which put on

a special stunt show. Local grange members

demonstrated square dances. At 12:15 A.M. the

travelers boarded the train homeward bound with

ears of corn, pumpkins and other tokens of the

first husking bee !

A Bicycle Train. A "bike train" excursion was

conducted in August under the auspices of the

Milwaukee Railroad and the Outing Clubs of the

Chicago Park District. The train carried bicycle

enthusiasts to Union Grove and Binghamton,
Wisconsin.

A Hobby Train. On October loth a hobby
train left Detroit, Michigan, filled with railroad

fans and amateur photographers bound for Lima,

Ohio, where a group of 600 hobbyists visited the

Lima locomotive works to inspect a number of

new streamlined steam locomotives. The exhibit

included a display of miniature models of loco-

motives. At Lima the travelers were joined by
other enthusiasts arriving on special trains from

Chicago, Indianapolis and Cincinnati. Camera

shops offered special awards for pictures taken by
the hobbyists.

effective in activities developed by the people

themselves, guided by a farsighted recreation

leader who will lead their interests along channels

that will give to them the fullness of life that only

leisure properly used can give.

Recent Trends in Year-Round

Recreation Administration

(Continued from page 616)

reported an increase than a decrease. The park

authorities, for example, showed only a J/o de-

crease in the total number of workers, but 16 park

agencies reduced their workers as compared with

only 7 which increased them.

b. A comparison of the number of playgrounds

reported in the two years showed a total increase

of 41% for the 172 agencies. The greatest ir

crease was recorded by the recreation depai
ments (60%), and the least by the park authoi

ties (14%). "Other authorities" was the or

group in which more agencies decreased the num-
ber of playgrounds than increased them, although
this group as a whole showed an increase in the

number of playgrounds of S4%-
c. The average increase in the number of indoor

centers for the 172 agencies during the period was

129%. The greatest increase (161%) was re-

corded by recreation departments, the least (76%)
by school authorities, although 15 out of the 16

individual school authorities reported more indoor

centers in 1936 than in 1928.

In general, no marked change in the type of

local government of recreation between 1928 and

1936 was revealed by the study, nor are there any

significant figures denoting marked trends in the

service provided by the four types of local manag-

ing authorities during this period. The figures in-

dicate, however, that on the whole recreation de-

partments made a better showing during the pe-

riod 1928-1936 than the other three types.

Adult Recreation
(Continued from page 614)

reation will be an important factor, will be most

From the findings of these two studies it is

apparent that :

1. Increasingly cities are considering recreation as

a distinct municipal function and for its ad-

ministration are establishing a separate depart-

ment, in most cases under a recreation board

or commission.

2. In the period 1923-1933 the greatest progress
in local recreation service was made in cities

where recreation was administered by a recre-

ation board. During the early years of the de-

pression local recreation service was most fully

maintained in cities with recreation boards.

Since 1928 recreation has fared better in cities >

in which it is administered as a separate func- ;

tion, whether under a board or independent
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executive than in cities where it is under some
other department.

Between 1923 and 1928 there was a large in-

crease in the number of cities establishing year-
round recreation programs. Since 1928 prog-
ress has been slower and there have been no
marked changes since that date in the percentage
of cities with year-round recreation programs
under different types of managing authority.

You Asked for It !

(Continued from page 618)

rents to officiate because even when there is no

partiality shown there is sometimes the danger

;

that other parents will feel that the judges have

displayed favoritism when their own boys and

girls are participants. This is especially true if

any of the children of the parents who are judg-

| ing happen to win.

To interest the older boys and girls it is neces-

sary first of all to conduct activities which are

definitely appealing to them night volley ball and

Softball games, social dancing if there is a place

in your playground and dancing is practicable in

your situation. Some of the older boys and men
like horseshoe pitching and such quiet games as

checkers and chess. The older girls may be in-

terested in handcraft, although most girls who
I have been working all day prefer some form of

physical activity. Folk dancing is popular on many

playgrounds but it is frequently difficult to intro-

1 duce unless an interest has been created in the

community previously.

In organizing a program for adults it is fre-

I quently necessary in the beginning to extend per-

sonal invitations and to discover the children on

the playground who have older brothers and sis-

ters and parents who might be interested in at-

tending. With these leads the director may find

it necessary to pay personal calls to the homes of

a number of individuals to create an interest in

the activities on the playground. If you once get

a small group started in coming you will probably

have little difficulty in interesting others. Usually

it is only necessary to find a nucleus that will

spread the word and interest others.

Some cities have formed playground associa-

tions to which parents in the neighborhood of the

various playgrounds belong. The purpose of these

associations is not so much to take part in activi-

ties as to create support for the playground and to

bolster the program with the support of the

communitv.

The National Association of

Audubon Societies Meets

THE
THIRTY-THIRD Annual Convention of the

National Association of Audubon Societies

was held at the American Museum of Natural

History in New York City from October 22 to 26.

The Camp Reunion dinner was a joyful occa-

sion for those who had attended the Audubon
Nature Camp at Hog Island, Maine. Friends and

guests of the Association had an opportunity to

observe the fine enthusiasm of the staff and camp-
ers. On Saturday morning a group of eighty-six

people set out on a two day field trip to Cape May
Point, New Jersey. Sunday morning ninety-four

people gathered at 6 A. M. for a trip to Montauk

Point, Long Island. Stops were made at various

bird refugees en route and more than ninety kinds

of land and shore birds and waterfowl were
observed on the Sunday trip.

The papers prepared for the convention meet-

ings covered these general topics: The need for

wildlife protection and the necessity of additional

sanctuaries in Texas and Florida; two proposed
national park areas, the Big Bend section of Texas
and the Everglades of Florida; the research ac-

tivity of the Biological Survey, the present status

of migratory waterfowl, and the areas mentioned

by the Biological Survey for their protection ; the

program and needs of the 4H Clubs in nature

education and conservation promotion; and re-

ports of field observations by Audubon research

fellows studying desert bighorn sheep and the

ivory-billed woodpecker.

Reports of conservation projects and nature

education activities in various parts of the coun-

try were given by representatives of affiliated

groups. Excellent movies taken by amateurs as

well as professionals were used to illustrate pa-

pers and as interesting interludes in the program.
Demonstration conferences were staged by mem-
bers of the camp staff and enrolees to illustrate

part of the method used in training students at

the Audubon Nature Camp for adult leaders.

At the annual dinner of the Association, Dr.

Arthur A. Allen of Cornell spoke of his experi-

ences during the last season while making the reels

of sound motion pictures that were shown. Water-

fowl and song birds of the eastern region of the

United States were the subjects of these pictures.



630 THE AMERICAN LEGION AND RECREATION IN MINNESOTA

SAFETY FOR

Supervised Playgrounds

Juft off the press

A 28 page pamphlet on safety in

relation to playground administra-

tion and activity programs. Contains

sections on physical conditions; the

use of apparatus; representative

safety programs; organization of

patrols and safety clubs, games,

handcraft activities and campaigns.

Price 25 cents

SAFETY EDUCATION

MAGAZINE

provides material for a well-round-

ed safety program based on sea-

sonal hazards. The colored posters,

graded lesson outlines, plays, stor-

ies, informational articles, accident

facts, patrol news items and other

features are prepared by school

people who are experts in the field

of safety teaching.

Subscription - $1.00 a Year

EDUCATION DIVISION

NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL

One Park Avenue

New York, N. Y.

The American Legion

and Recreation in Minnesota

IN
MINNESOTA, before April 1937, there was no

provision in law permitting cities and villages

(except Duluth, Minneapolis and St. Paul and a

very few others operating under home rule char-

ters) to spend public funds for the support of

recreational activities. At the State Convention

of the American Legion in 1936 a resolution was

adopted proposing that the Legion should exert

its influence toward obtaining the passage of an

enabling recreation law. After several months of

hard work on the part of committee members and

other interested groups a recreation law was

passed on April 15, 1937.

The Recreation Act makes possible legally the

expenditure of public funds by any city, village,

borough, town, county, school district or any
board thereof for the promotion of recreation.

Such governmental units may cooperate in pro-

moting recreation or delegate the responsibility to:,

a board. School facilities may now be used twelve

months a year and school boards may employ in-

structors and playground directors for the sum-

mer months.

It was recommended at the state convention

that the American Legion Committee on Recrea-

tion be a standing one consisting of seven mem-

bers, one to be the Department Adjutant (a con-

tinuing member), one to be a member of the

Legion Auxiliary and five to be American Legion
members. Six are appointed by the Department
Commander and serve three-year terms, except
for the first committee which shall have stag-

gered appointments so that two members will be

appointed each year. It was further recommended
that the American Legion baseball in Minnesota

be under the jurisdiction of the Recreation Com-
mittee and that from the committee membership
the director of junior baseball be chosen. The
recommendations were adopted by the Executive

Council of the Minnesota American Legion on;

November 5, 1937.

Through a questionnaire sent by the Recrea-

tion Committee to 471 local American Legion
Posts it was learned that many Posts are sponsor-

ing holiday celebrations and similar events, are

providing funds for varied forms of community

recreation, are aiding in securing swimming pools,

parks, play areas and facilities of many types, and

are performing many services of value in the de-

velopment of their communities' recreational life, .



New Publications in the Leisure Time Field

The Country Dance Book

3y Beth Tolman and Ralph Page. The Countryman
Press Inc., Weston, Vermont, and Farrar and Rine-
hart, New York. $2.00.

|

ERE is A BREEZY and spritely book on New England
country dances which is a gold mine of material for

the leader of square or other country dances. The title

page reveals the contents: "The Old-Fashioned Square
Dance, Its History, Lore, Variations and Its Callers.

Complete and Joyful Instructions." In addition, calls and

directions for grand marches, quadrilles, jigs, reels, horn-

pipes, polkas, round dances and "freaks and furbelows"

are included. Difficult points are illustrated in a de-

lightfully unusual way, music is either given or a source

listed, and the directions and instructions are simple and
clear so that even the uninitiated may follow them easily.

Primitive and Pioneer Sports

By Bernard S. Mason. A. S. Barnes & Co., New York.

$2.50.

II ERE is A 342 page book for "regular fellows" of any age
and a source book for recreation and camp leaders

seeking "sure-fire" boys' activities emphasizing imagina-
tive and individualized play. The picturesque games of

bushmen, cowboys and woodsmen are described with ex-

plicit directions and many simple, clear illustrative dia-

grams and drawings. If you would have full directions

for making and throwing boomerangs and bomba birds,

spinning a rope, tying trick knots with a lariat or throw-

ing a lariat, planning rope exhibitions and contests,

cracking a whip, spinning the serpentine, throwing a

tomahawk, making blowguns and darts or log rolling,

consult this volume.

Youth-A World Problem

By W. Thacher Winslow. National Youth Administra-
tion. Government Printing Office. Washington, D. C.

$.25.

pHE SUBTITLE of this interesting compilation gives the

key to its contents "A Study in World Perspective

of Youth Conditions, Movements and Programs." In

bringing the material together for the booklet the Na-
tional Youth Administration had the assistance of the

Department of State which requested the United States

consuls stationed all over the world to submit reports

concerning youth conditions and programs in their re-

spective countries. The material in the booklet, except

for the section dealing with the United States, is based

almost entirely upon the information contained in these

reports and upon the Grey-Blue Report of the 1935 In-

ternational Labor Conference on "Unemployment Among
Young Persons." Recreation workers will want to add

to their libraries this report of the situations in which

youth finds itself in the various countries of the world.

Banquet Suggestions for Girls

and Their Mothers

By Nelle Ansley. The Womans Press, New York. $.75.
-T-HOUGH THIS material has been prepared primarily for

Girl Reserves, any group of girls casting about for

help in planning banquets at which their mothers will be

entertained will do well to put this attractive mimeo-
graphed booklet on their list of practical aids. Plans are
offered for seventeen different types of banquets and
suppers. There are program hints and suggestions for

decorations. A statement regarding costs accompanies
some of the programs and throughout ways of keeping
expenses down are kepi in mind.

Camp Stoves and Fireplaces

By A. D. Taylor, A. B., M.S. United States Forest Ser-
vice. Obtainable from the Superintendent of Docu-
ments, Washington, D. C. $1.50.

TTHE FOREST SERVICE of the United States Department of

Agriculture, in developing the recreational resources

of the national forests, has studied carefully and exten-

sively the types of camp stoves and fireplaces best adapt-
ed to use under varying conditions. The result of the

study is this book containing two pages on each type,
one page telling of adaptation to location and use, design
and construction and variations possible and the other

page giving a sketch of the completed unit and plan, ele-

vation and section drawings to aid in the construction.

Simple and complex cooking fireplaces and stoves, bar-

becue pits and ovens, fireplace shelters, warming fires

and camp fires, fireplaces within shelters, construction de-

tails, good and bad stonework, undesirable types and
much general material of aid to the fireplace builder are

included in this valuable book.

It's Fun to Build Things
By W. T. R. Price. Hillman-Curl, Inc., New York.

$1.50.

THIS BOOK for the beginner in woodwork is practical
and clearly written. And the entertaining way in

which mistakes are anticipated will eliminate many of

them. The author explodes the theory that elaborate tool

kits are needed to accomplish good work. Mr. Price

starts with simple projects and works up to more dif-

ficult ones.

Rediscovering the Adolescent

By Hedley S. Dimock. Association Press, New York
$2.75.

Two HUNDRED BOYS, twelve to fourteen years of age, at

the beginning of the study were observed systemati-

cally for a period of two years. The data that resulted

made possible a description of the adolescent boy and his

631



632 NEW PUBLICATIONS IN THE LEISURE TIME FIELD

development from twelve to sixteen years of age. The

author of this book attempts to discover what effect the

period of pubescence has on the play pursuits of the ado-

lescent, his personality and behavior, his choice of friends,

his emancipation from parents, his moral and religious

thinking and a number of other closely allied subjects. The

findings of this study are said to be startlingly in con-

flict with "what everyone knows." This fact in itself

makes the book an interesting study.

Air. Dimock recognizes the importance of play in the

life of the adolescent when he says, "Play interests and

behavior are central ... in the development of the adoles-

cent. They possess possibilities that are pertinent to his

education for leisure, the satisfaction of his basic per-

sonality needs and desires, the formation of social atti-

tudes and habits, and the revitalizing of contemporary

education."

The author attempted to get the facts on such prob-

lems as these: "How do the play interests and activities

of the adolescent differ from those of the preadolescent ?

Is there any evidence that changes in play interests dur-

ing adolescence are related to the physiological changes

of pubescence? How can the degree of popularity or ac-

ceptability which a boy has in a group be most accurately

determined ?" In reply to these and numerous other ques-

tions the author states, "The sifting of all this data yields

no factual grounds for assuming an important association

between pubescence and play behavior. We are forced to

the tentative conclusion that pubescence plays a negligible

role in determining the play interest of adolescent boys."

While old and commonly accepted theories are chal-

lenged throughout the book, yet one is conscious that the

challenge lies in the facts presented and not in the opin-

ions of the author. The facts are so arranged in pictorial

form that their implication is clear.

Parties.

By Hazel Carter Maxon. E. P. Button & Co., Inc.,

New York. $2.50.

The author of this book believes that fun is the goal of

any party, and since fun for the young person is one

thing, and for the sub-deb another, and still another for

older people, she has divided the book into three parts.

The first contains parties for Youngsters, the second for

the Young-and-Limber and the third for People-Who-

Like-to-Stay-Young. Each party is complete from invi-

tation to "Good-Bye," with suggestions for decorations,

games, and here and there a special recipe. Parties are

planned not only for the usual holidays but there are

parties with novelty themes, indoor and outdoor parties,

boys' parties, girls' parties, dances, showers and break-

fasts and suppers.

Municipal and County Parks in the

United States 1935.

National Park Service, Washington, D. C.

In 1925-26 the National Recreation Association, at the

request of the National Conference on Outdoor Recrea-

tion, made a study of municipal and county parks in the

United States. The American Institute of Park Execu-

tives cooperated in the study. Much of the important sta-

tistical data gathered was issued by the Bureau of Labor

Statistics in Bulletin No. 462. This publication proved
of such value that a similar study was conducted in 1930

by the National Recreation Association in cooperation

with the Bureau of Labor Statistics. The findings of the

study were published in Bulletin No. 565 of the Bureau
of Labor Statistics. The usefulness of these two reports

and the rapid expansion of park areas during the past

few years made it apparent that a further study was de-

sirable. Accordingly the National Park Service, in co-

operation with the National Recreation Association, made
a study in the year 1935 under the direction of George
D. Butler of the Association. Valuable clerical assistance

was given in the preparation of the report by the Divi-

sion of State Planning of the State of New York.

How to Watch a Football Game.

By Mai Stevens and Harry Shorten. Leisure League
of America. $.25.

Are you a football fan? If you are, perhaps you will

not need this book. If you want, however, to under-
stand the 'game this booklet will dissipate the clouds of

mystery which always hover over it for the uninitiated.

You will know just what is meant when you hear the

howl, "It's a touchdown!" just how it was scored, what
strategy led to its culmination and what plays paved the

way.

Girl Scout Diary for 1938.

Girl Scouts, Inc., New York. $.10.

The new year rolls around and the Girl Scouts put out
a new Girl Scout Diary for the recording of major
events of each day. It is a pocket-size booklet with in-

serts of Girl Scout requirements, nature facts, first aid
and safety hints, camp craft and other good-to-know
things, illustrated with lively sketches. So, if nothing
exciting happens on July 31s.t, the diarist, while chewing
her pencil, glances at sketches of insect craftsmen and
insect musicians on that page and finds that the day is

not without adventurous discovery after all !

Your National Capital

Seventy-Fifth Congress. International Bank, 726
Jackson Place, Washington, D. C. $.50.

This volume of a hundred pages contains more than

fifty views of the national capital and other places of his-

toric interest, together with individual photographs of the
entire membership of Congress. It is a pictorial presen-
tation of the nation's capital and of a history-making
epoch.
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Getting the Spirit of Recreation into the

Human Relations of Government
HE field of human relations is to a considerable degree an unexplored, unadventured,
unconquered territory. The earth's surface has been fairly well covered. Human rela-

tions on this earth yet remain to be worked out.

What in government gives abundant life to man? What about business and industry
and labor relations from the point of view of life values current human satisfactions?
What forms of service satisfy most what activities, what recreations are essential to dif-

ferent types of individuals?

The task is not for those who seek to reduce everything to dry, dusty formulas. The
task is rather warmly human to be lived out, worked out, in the spirit of recreation, of

good clean fun.

Government, education, social work, health work, civic work exist for securing cer-

tain very definite and concrete results, but at the same time human relations and a certain

spirit of living are established and developed that may be more important than the immedi-
ate results in controlling fire loss, preventing crime, reducing cancer, tuberculosis.

What builds the human spirit, what promotes the growth of man as man, not man
primarily as a worker, as a storer up of goods, as a developer of the earth's surface, but

man as liver, creator, artist, musician, comrade, neighbor, citizen?

The first question to ask about a government from the point of view of the recreation

movement is not merely does it make the trains run on time, does it keep the streets

clean, does it insist on good building? Rather this and much more, what is the given gov-
ernment doing to the human spirit, is it helping men to grow, is it making men of parts,

is it making mellow citizens who live richly?

Those who are interested in recreation, interested in the leisure time of citizens, in-

terested in living itself are vitally concerned in the spirit which the government and all

community institutions are creating, what they are doing to the men, women, and chil-

dren. Are men made richer personalities, more independent, original, creative, self-re-

liant, thoughtful? Or are the citizens becoming more dependent, submissive, more of one

pattern with less individuality, less sparkle, with fewer points at which they have a lively

interest?

The spirit of the playground, of the recreation center is something which should af-

fect all of life. The recreation emphasis on creativeness, growth, humanness, personal-

ity, long time human satisfactions, happy human relations has a bearing on the form of

government and the system of administration in all community institutions. The measure

of democracy and consideration for human growth and the simple joys of life in all com-

munity institutions are important to the fundamental purpose the recreation leader serves.

HOWARD BRAUGHER.

FEBRUARY, 1938
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'HE CHICAGO Recreation

Commission is an organiz-

ed assumption of local re-

)onsibility to plan and effect

program for the productive

ise of the leisure time of its

itizens through the collabo-

ited efforts of public and pri-

vate agencies. First, the Chi-

cago Recreation Commission admits and assumes

local responsibility for a local problem. That is

refreshing in view of the almost America-wide

tendency to relinquish local responsibility and re-

fer everything to the -Federal Government. When
the nation was passing through the valley of the

shadow of economic death it was essential that

the Federal Government supplement local action

and appropriation. Emergency periods call for

emergency policies. But it is never easy to con-

fine emergency policy to emergency periods. An
extensive intervention of the Federal Government

into local situations when emergencies are on, how-

ever justified, may cut the nerve of local respon-

sibility well over into a post-emergency period.

In a time of stress when the Federal Government

must operate rescue squads it is easy for cities to

get the habit of becoming chronic mendicants,

asking alms at the gates of government. It is easy

for cities to lose the habit of assuming local re-

sponsibility for local problems and it is even pos-

sible that a state's racket can be substituted for

state's rights. As a symbol of a wholesome ten-

dency the bold attack of the Chicago Recreation

Commission on the local problem is significant.

Second, the Chicago Recreation Commission

frankly undertakes a path of social planning for

Chicago. Now, social planning, in my judgment,

is of crucial importance to the American future

but again in my judgment social planning can

lamstring instead of harness the creative forces

)f American life unless the planning is evolved on

ic ground where it is to be executed and unless

is in terms of units small enough to be really

lanageable. I am frankly skeptical of the more

ambitious dreams for national planning, because

I honestly believe that nobody knows enough to

plan this entire country. The complexity of so

great a nation is limitless and the capacity of its

By GLENN FRANK, LL.D.

On November 18, 1937, the Recrea-
tion Commission of Chicago held Its

third annual meeting attended by 1500

people. We are presenting extracts

from an address given before the

Conference by Dr. Glenn Frank.

leaders now, as in every gen-

eration, is limited. So unless I

wholly misread the problem it

is planning in the nation rather

than planning of the nation

that America so sorely needs.

As an example of planning in

the nation the Chicago Recrea-

tion Commission is significant.

Third, the Chicago Recreation Commission un-

dertakes to correlate all the public and private

agencies concerned with exercising the use of the

leisure time of its citizens. Here again I think

this Commission symbolizes something significant.

There are two groups of extremists to which I

hope the American people will never give loyalty.

One group is against the government's doing any-

thing very much beyond preserving order and col-

lecting taxes, provided the taxes aren't too high.

The other group is for the government's doing
about everything there is to do. The first group
are unconscious anarchists, although their con-

servative souls would shudder at the label. The
other are unconscious fascists, although their lib-

eral souls would rebel at being so named. The
fact is that we need a properly balanced number
of public and private agencies running neck and

neck in a cooperative competition. It is desirable

to have private agencies in the field of social ser-

vice in a time like this when the world around

there is a decisive shift in the balance between

voluntary social action and imposed governmental
action. I think the avowed purpose of the Chicago
Recreation Commission to tackle this city's prob-
lem of leisure time through a correlation of pub-
lic and private agencies is significant.

I want now with the utmost brevity to state

what seem to me some of the more fundamental

aspects of the problems of leisure which call this

Commission into being. The first thing I want to

say is that the ultimately right solution of the

problem of leisure time use in American civiliza-

tion and in our great cities is going to depend

upon the success or failure we have in developing
certain qualities of mind in the leadership of the

community, state, and nation. I want to suggest
that there are three qualities of mind that this

nation-wide problem of leisure time use calls for.
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Three Qualities of Mind Demanded

First, the right attack on this problem calls for

a mind that can take long views, a mind that can

think in terms of the next generation as well as

in terms of the next election, a mind that con-

siders the unborn part of its constituency even if

the unborn has no vote. It is never easy to achieve

that long view in America because we are essen-

tially a nation of improvisers. We like to hatch

policies on the spot. We tend to think under the

spell of the immediate and to confine our thinking

on fundamental issues to moments of campaign
or crisis. When things are running smoothly we

tend to take the easiest way, and the man among
us who insists on talking about fundamental

policy when social, political and economic thun-

derstorms are not in the sky, is likely to be set

down as an impertinent and impractical meddler

in other people's business. We play by ear in a

great many fields beside music. This is why in so

many fields of our national life the ground is

cluttered with jerry-built policies thrown out of

short range minds in the midst of time of stress.

I set down first that an intelligent approach to

the community-wide, state-wide, and nation-wide

problem of the use of leisure in this generation
calls for a mind that habitually takes a long view.

Second, this leisure time problem calls for

minds realizing the complexity of this problem.

Again it is very hard in America to get anybody
to admit that any problem isn't terribly simple.
We are essentially a patent medicine-minded peo-

ple. We have a childlike faith that there must
be a pink pill for pale agriculture or pale labor or

pale business, and that if we could only find that

one little precious pill, Utopia would be the next

station stop. We are quite impatient with anyone
who maintains that none of our public problems
is really simple. This problem of leisure time

calls for minds that know there are no pink pills

that will effect a swift and sure cure for a con-

plex difficulty. So this whole thing is doomed to

sterility if the minds behind it oversimplify it.

I shall try to indicate later what I mean by the

complexity of this problem.

Third, I suggest that this problem calls for a
mind that works for a cooperative leadership of
the community, the state, and the nation, rather
than the competing leaderships in the nation. We
Americans tend to work too much on the "lone
wolf" theory of leadership, with business leader-

ship over in this corner, and labor in that corner

and agriculture in another. This problem calls

for something beyond this medley of competing

leaderships, because, after all, whatever happens
in any one of these great functional fields of

American life profoundly affects the whole social

and cultural welfare of the American people, and
until there is cooperation and coordination be-

tween these varied functional leaderships it is im-

possible to do more than talk about a really cul-

tural attack upon the leisure time problem. With-
out getting into any lengthy discussion, let me say
that for purposes of discussion we may say that

three great leisure areas confront a commission
such as this : leisure for the child, for youth, and
for the mature.

Play for Children

I was reminded by Dr. Rumley of the formu-
lation of a philosophy and statement of play that

a very astute-minded student of the problem made
some years ago. That statement was esssentially
this : that play is in reality the work of the child,
that play does for the child now what the work of

primitive man did for him, that almost every one
of the games that boys especially play running,

leaping, jumping, throwing, clubbing is more
or less instinctive repetition in the play time of

the modern children of the work activities of the

adult primitive man. Out of the running, out of

the leaping, out of the joining together, primitive
man learned how to double the capacity, energy
and ingenuity of the individual primitive man and
thus obtain his food, protect himself from the

menace of animals and evolve techniques of sur-

vival for himself. Over the generations, children

of more modern days have instinctively reproduced
in play that which primitive man did in the serious

business of getting food and managing to survive.

Now if that interpretation of the historic evolu-

tion of more or less instinctive play be true, and I

think it is, then the community that denies to the

modern child adequate facilities for play is doing
to modern children what would have been done to

primitive man if his hands had been tied behind
him and his feet manacled so that he could not

run and leap and hurl rocks and gang together in

a cooperative attempt to get food, to protect him-
self and thus to survive. That is in essence the

problem of the leisure for children so to or-

ganize a kind of play life for children that out of
it the skills will be developed, the capacity for

cooperation developed which will make them func-
tion more intelligently and more effectively as in^
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ividuals and as members of social groups as they

love on into maturity.

Leisure for Youth and Adults

I am going to say nothing about leisure for

youth beyond the fact that with the tendency

own as the prolongation of infancy, with the

gthening of the years allowed to education,

ith industry taking workers on a little later and

opping them considerably earlier, that the mar-

in of time not devoted to active earning work is

,rger and larger as the years pass with modern

merican youth, and that presents a challenging

problem to a great commission such as this.

The problem I am concerned to state is the

third aspect of the leisure time use problem, lei-

sure for the mature. I needn't say to this group
that the idleness of a man who can't get a job

isn't leisure. A great recreation commission must

of course face that difficult problem of how best

to pour some richness of meaning into those idle

hours of men who, through no fault of theirs, are

unable to do a man's work in the course of day.

You know that problem. I merely say that the

idleness of unemployment is not leisure and I am

suggesting that this recreation commission, when
it fully tackles the problem of the use of leisure

time to the best advan-

Out of the play life of children skills are devel-

oped and the capacity for cooperation is fostered

American civilization, must concern itself not only

with doing the best it can for involuntary idleness

and must not only simply stand still and say, "If

and when the other forces of civilization shear

out a little margin of leisure, then as a recreation

commission we will do the best we can to plan an

intelligent program for them." Beyond that a

great recreation commission ought to be concern-

ed with the question of how we are going to pro-

duce the amount of leisure and kind of leisure a

really great and glowing civilization such as

America is, should have, and it is on that question

of organizing to produce leisure as well as or-

ganizing to serve leisure hours that I want to

speak for a few minutes.

Leisure Defined

Leisure in this power age is that margin of time

which men on a decent standard of living and

with a decent sense of security have free for the

pursuit of values that lie beyond economics. Now
I give you my own judgment. I think that we of

this generation and our children can achieve this

sort of leisure in but one way, and that is by the

full and unhampered utilization of our modern

economics, of science, technology, and power pro-

duction. We cannot achieve this productive sort

of leisure by curbing these

giant forces of social

Courtesy Childhood Education
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modernism, and I take it to be essential to a really

productive movement for the intelligent use of a

nation's leisure time that the directing and guid-

ing forces of such a movement shall have a clear

conception of the instruments with which and

through which alone as a people we can achieve

this leisure for ourselves and our children in this

power and machine age.

It is very easy for some Americans to assume

that we are tied irrevocably to this machine age,

that it is an absorbing sort of economy that is

bound to suck all the juices of meaning out of

men and therefore the best we can do is to say

that we are tied to it and we are doomed as busy,

non-cultural people. That, of course, no intelli-

gent man will admit. I am convinced that our

only hope of producing adequate leisure leisure

so coupled with adequate living standards and a

sense of economic and social security is by the

full and unhampered use of this machine economy.

Frankly, at the moment we are listening too much

to councils of despair regarding these great hordes

of social modernism to which I have referred.

If you won't misunderstand it, frankly, I can't

understand the inconsistency that we Americans

sometimes display. We say, and I know we are

sincere when we say it, that our whole purpose is

to achieve the abundant life within the reach of

the last living American. Then at the very first

appearance of actual abundance we start to whim-

per and say unless we can devise ways and means

of checking this large production we are ruined.

We insist, and rightly, that perhaps a third of this

great population is inadequately fed, clothed and

housed. Then the minute we learn that we are

likely to raise somewhere between sixteen and

eighteen million bales of cotton this year with

which we might do something about the ill-clad

third, we begin to cry out for controls and sub-

sidies.

I think if we are going to do anything about

producing adequate leisure and turn it to sound

cultural and spiritual advantage, that we are going
to have to realize that the blunt truth is that ex-

cept as emergency measures for meeting emer-

gencies we haven't been intelligent enough to

avoid, there can be neither rhyme nor reason in

the fantastic notion that either in American in-

dustry or agriculture we can bring the abundant

life, leisure and cultural opportunity to the

American millions by putting our productive ca-

pacity in chains, by producing less and by charg-

ing more.

What do we mean when we Americans talk

about the abundant life and productive leisure?

I take it we mean a better fed, better clothed and

better housed people, with bodies and minds and

spirits so emancipated from unduly low living

standards that they are free for the pursuit of

these values that lie beyond economic values. If

I am right in assuming that the leisure we want is

not the mere idleness, but must be the free hours

of men with decent living standards and economic

and social security, then there is an economic base

to that economic life, and we shall never have it

by pursuing the will-of-the-wisp policy of fewer

goods at higher prices. We shall some day have to

become intelligent enough to realize that tl

problem of leisure, if it is to flower into a civilize

culture for our people, must sink its roots in

elementary economic fact that the abundant Hi

must proceed from a nation-wide policy of moi

goods at lower prices and not fewer goods

higher prices.

"We need to find a wider variety of forms of

group and individual activity if we are to meet

the requirements of any large proportion of the

total population.

"We need to understand the place of leader-

ship in adult activity and to discover ways for

development and training of leadership.

"We need to interpret unit costs of recrea-

tional services.

"We need to study how the form of every ac-

tivity offered may become an educational process

in itself. This does not mean control or regimen-

tation; it means the contagious exercise of skill,

the helpful guidance and friendly service of com-

petent leaders.

"Most cities need more community centers

which will increase opportunities for study, dis-

cussion and participation in public affairs.

"Most cities need more lighted facilities for

night activities such as tennis, Softball, croquet

and the like.

"Most cities need development of additional

camping facilities for boys and girls from under-

privileged areas.

"More cities need a city-wide recreation coun-

cil or commission to study the needs and trends of

recreation." G. W. Danielson, Superintendent of

Recreation, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. \
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he Amusement Industry

TTEMPTS have been
made in various arti-

cles to provide ap-

roximate estimates of the

)tal expenditures of the

imerican people on recre-

ition and amusement. An
aggregate figure of some

$6,000,000,000 was pre-
sented as an annual aver-

age for the past several

years, constituting almost

12 per cent of the national

income for the year 1934,

and current gains hold out

the prospect that in the

near future this total may
well approach the $10,000,000,000 annual total

estimated by former President Hoover's Commit-
tee on Social Trends for the period 1928-30.

Recreational and vacation travel, dominated by

pleasure uses of the automobile, account for by
far the greater part of this immense sum, while

large amounts are spent annually by the American

people on sports, but a further classification of

recreational expenditures is represented by such

forms of commercial entertainment as motion

pictures, the radio, and innumerable places of pub-
lic amusement including billiard parlors, bowling

alleys, horse and dog race tracks, sports and ath-

letic fields, dance halls, the legitimate stage, amuse-
ment parks, bands and orchestras, museums,

swimming pools and bathing beaches.

A recent survey of the Census of Business has

placed the aggregate receipts, for 1935, of all

places of commercial amusement, including mo-
tion picture theaters, at $699,051,000, while, in this

same year, retail sales of radios amounted to

$230,890,000. Grouping together these expendi-
tures on commercial entertainment, a sum ap-

proximating $1,000,000,000 is obtained, repre-

senting about 1 6 per cent of our total annual bill

for recreation.

This sum, indeed, ranks high among those sec-

ondary expenditures whose progressive increase

in recent years, as discussed in the May issue of

The Index, provide such graphic proof of our re-

Vacation travel, the auto-

mobile, amusement parks,
motion picture theaters,
dance halls, billiard parlors
and bowling alleys, sports
and the radio contribute
to the stupendous sum of

approximately $6,000,000,-
000 spent every year for

recreation and amusement

surgent standard of living. While it does not

amount to as much as our total expenditures on

tobacco products, it far exceeded, in 1935, total

value of manufacturers' sales of alcoholic bever-

ages, was about four times the total value of con-

fectionery manufacturers, almost nine times that

of manufacturers of perfumes and cosmetics, and

nearly twenty times that of toys, games and play-

ground equipment.

Growth of Commercial Amusements

The American people have not always spent
such a considerable part of their income on amuse-

ment or entertainment and it was not until the

advent of the motion picture and the radio that

the amusement industry as a whole played a role

in our economic life analogous to that which it

holds today through the total of its receipts and

the employment it directly or indirectly provides.
For while the motion pictures may be held respon-
sible for the decline in importance of other forms

of entertainment, notably the stock companies and

vaudeville shows which formerly toured through-
out the country, they never reached an audience,

provided the employment, or obtained the revenue

which motion pictures and the radio command

today.

Amusement places are primarily a product of

the increasing urbanization and industrialization

of the country. A century ago they were few and

far between. A struggling theater, largely con-
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fined to a few large cities, appealed to a very
limited audience; there were a few commercial

museums of curiosities, and occasional traveling

shows, equestrian circuses, and exhibitions of

freaks and curiosities toured the country. There

was nothing remotely comparable to the radio.

The amusement field was first exploited on any
considerable scale in this country by P. T. Bar-

num. At a time when the theaters were largely

empty he made his American Museum in New
York a popular source of public entertainment,

and touring the country with some of the special

attractions he brought to this institution, he first

made a real business of amusing the American

people.

His lead gave a new impetus to the movement
to provide the growing mass of urban dwellers

with popular entertainment, and during the latter

part of the nineteenth century the gradual de-

velopment of the circus, of vaudeville shows, and

of itinerant theatrical stock companies brought
this phase of the amusement industry into being.

Widespread as these sources of entertainment be-

came, however, the advent of moving pictures

foreshadowed development on a scale previously

impossible.

These were first shown in vaudeville houses,

but in 1905 the first motion picture theater was

established, exhibiting "The Great Train Rob-

bery" for five cents admission. Following the suc-

cess of this experiment, "nickelodeons" multiplied

rapidly by 1907 there were some 5,000 of them

and the moving picture public was increasing by

leaps and bounds.

Feature pictures, the development of stars,

more elaborate production and finally sound pic-

tures served to extend the popularity of this new
form of entertainment until it took rank among
the country's leading industries. In 1931, invested

capital was estimated at $2,000,000,000, and

throughout the country some 14,500 theaters with

a total seating capacity of more than 12,000,000
were entertaining an estimated weekly audience

of from 80,000,000 to 100,000,000 persons, ac-

cording to the Motion Picture Almanac.

The radio neither replaced nor supplemented a

predecessor. The idea of bringing popular enter-

tainment directly into the ordinary home in the

form of dance music, concerts, story-telling, run-

ning accounts of sporting events, the spoken

drama, and associating with it such informative

or educational features as public speeches, news
summaries and lectures, is something entirely new.

Just how new is easily forgotten in view of the

universality of the radio today, but the first pro-

fessional public broadcast was given as recently as

1920. The growth of the radio industry and

parallel development of commercial broadcasting
on a national scale have since then been phenome-
nal, bringing to the American people a readily

available and comparatively inexpensive form of

entertainment which has been of tremendous social

significance.

The rapid expansion of radio resulted from tre-

mendous popular enthusiasm as new sources of

broadcast entertainment were developed and its

value along informational and educational lines

became more and more widely appreciated. At

first, the services of artists, musicians and profes-

sional talent were obtained without charge, but as

broadcasting developed, the expense involved and

the need to pay entertainers led to the introduction

of programs sponsored and paid for by advertis-

ers who sought in the radio an effective means of

building up public goodwill. The organization of

national broadcasting services quickly followed,

and radio, as we know it today, became an estab-

lished feature of our national life.

Its rate of growth may, perhaps, be best illus-

trated by the expansion of radio sales. Within

six years of the first professional broadcast, or by

1926, they had risen to 1,750,000 units with a

retail value of $200,000,000 ; three years later they
had almost tripled to a total of 4,438,000 units

valued at $592,068,000. Radio had become one of

the country's outstanding industries.

Commercial exploitation of sports has a longer

history than the movies or radio, but is compara-

tively new in the scale known today. While the

establishment of billiard parlors and bowling alleys

followed a gradual course as the population of

cities grew and horse races have always been a

popular feature of this country's recreational life,

other organized sports for which admissions are

charged date from the latter half of the nineteenth

century. Their development may be traced in the

increasing popularity of professional baseball as a

spectator sport, in the interest aroused in prize

fighting as it was somewhat raised from the low

standards which originally prevailed in the days
of bare knuckle fighting, and, more recently, in

the development of professional hockey, profes-

sional basketball, professional football, and many
other sporting contests which are staged for the

entertainment of the growing army of sports en-

thusiasts who may or may not play the games\
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icmselves but are willing to pay for the privilege

>f watching them.

Expenditures on these spectator sports naturally

lough do not reach totals comparable to the hun-

Ireds of millions the American people are cur-

itly expending on moving pictures and the

idio, but their popularity is indicated in the gates

for certain outstanding events. Over $1,000,000
is been received in admissions for a baseball

/orld series ;
in the pre-depression period of prize

ight popularity, the gate at a world championship
bout was more than $2,500,000.

Other commercial amusements are the fairs,

carnivals, amusement parks and popular enter-

tainments which are held every summer through-
out the country.

Motion Pictures and Radio

The final result of this gradual development of

commercial entertainment, so

greatly accelerated by the popu-

larity of motion pictures and the

radio, with their universal appeal

and reasonable expense, has been

the creation of what may be

termed the modern amusement

industry with total admission re-

ceipts and sales amounting, in

J 935 as previously noted, to al-

most $1,000,000,000. In all, some

37,677 places of commercial
amusement were reported in the

survey of the Census of Business

covering the year 1935, providing employment for

31,215 active proprietors and an average of 157,789

employes, with an annual payroll of $159,641,000.

The radio and phonograph industry, numbering

195 establishments, provided work for an average
of 44,792 wage earners receiving $42,910,000.

Among the amusement places, motion picture

theaters, including' those also showing vaudeville,

numbered 12,024, or about one-third the total, but

they accounted for $508,196,000, or approximately

70 per cent of the aggregate receipts. This com-

pares with a total throughout the country of only

158 other theaters, including legitimate stage and

opera, 'which took in $19,630,000 in receipts, or

less than 4 per cent of the total for the motion

picture theaters.

Of the former establishments, some 26.8 per

cent were located in cities of 100,000 and this

group accounted for 55.6 per cent of the total re-

ceipts of all motion picture theaters. Moreover,

while 53 per cent of such theaters were in towns

of less than 10,000, they reported only 19 per cent

of total receipts. Smaller seating capacity as well

as lower admissions accounts for this allotment of

motion picture receipts, while in rural districts,

the development of good roads and increasing use

of the automobile have more and more caused the

farm population to visit the nearest city for its

entertainment.

On the production side, the moving picture in-

dustry has expanded, as the present number of

motion picture theaters and their aggregate re-

ceipts would indicate, to a new high level of ac-

tivity. The total cost of production, in 1935, was

$188,470,000. This constituted a rise of 58 per
cent over comparable figures for 1933, and was

slightly higher than the previous peak of

$184,102,000 in 1929.

Expenditures on radio entertainment, as esti-

mated by the previously noted

figure of $230,890,000 for the re-

tail sales in 1935, are approxi-

mately half the amount spent by
the public <p\ moving pictures

even with due allowance for the

costs of broadcasting as repre-

sented by the fees paid by adver-

tisers. While this total was less

than 40 per cent that recorded

for 1929, a sizeable increase was

shown in 1936 when retail sales

of radios reached $315,000,000.

Moreover, on a unit basis, a new
record was established last year, sales totalling an

approximate $7,000,000 in comparison with $4,438,-
ooo in 1929. It is currently estimated that there

are some 33,000,000 radios in the homes, cars and

meeting places of the nation.

Reports of the radio industry, with which is

allied the manufacture of phonographs, place the

total value of production, in 1935, at $200,973,000,
a gain of approximately 68 per cent since 1933.

General Places of Amusement

Next in importance to the motion picture thea-

ters in the groups of amusement places classified

in the Census of Business, but with receipts far

below those of either the motion picture or radio

industry, are billiard and pool parlors, and bowl-

ing alleys. While they number, throughout the

United States, 12,412, or slightly more than the

total of motion picture theaters, average annual

RADIO
MOVIES
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receipts of only $3,486 bring their 1935 aggregate

income to only $43,271,000.

An even greater proportion of these establish-

ments are located in cities of more than 100,000

than in the case of motion picture theaters, nearly

one-third of the total, accounting for 44 per cent

of the receipts, being found in such communities,

but at the same time, places with less than 10,000

inhabitants have billiard parlors and bowling

alleys reporting 31 per cent of total receipts. On
a geographical basis, they are widely scattered

throughout the country, although there are more

located in New York than in all New England,

and also nearly as many as in the entire group of

South Atlantic States.

As pointed out in the July, 1936, issue of The

Index, estimates place the number of devotees of

billiards and bowling at approximately 8,000,000

for each of these games, or more than those of

any other organized form of sport. They are not

only among the longest established sources of rec-

reation in this country, both billiards and bowling

being well known in Colonial days, but among the

most popular.

Horse and dog race tracks follow billiard par-

lors and bowling alleys on the basis of income.

While the Census of Business reports only 64

throughout the country, California and Florida

leading with nine and eight respectively, average

receipts per establishment of $507,281, bring the

annual total for the group up to $32,466,000 or

almost 5 per cent of the aggregate for all amuse-

ment places. Total purses and stakes on all Ameri-

can horse race tracks in this same year amounted

to $12,792,000, while it has been further esti-

mated that close upon $2,000,000,000 was wagered
on the outcome of horse races.

A group of 426 baseball and football clubs,

sports and athletic fields, and sports promoters are

next in order, with total receipts aggregating

$25,273,000. Their average employment for the

year was 5,410 and the annual payroll $9,699,000.
In this classification are included all professional
and semi-professional athletic

clubs, and in the case of base-

ball and football clubs, revenue

from the sale of players' con-

tracts is incorporated with gen-
eral revenue.

The legitimate stage and opera,
with receipts of $19,630,000,

follow these clubs, and are in

turn succeeded by dance halls,

These facts, taken from an article

appearing in the September issue of

"The Index," testify to the enormous

growth of the commercial recreation

movement as well as to the remarka-
ble development of certain forms of

entertainment such as the radio and
the motion picture. The facts and

figures given present a challenge to
the public recreation movement.

studios and academies,with receipts of $14,831,000 ;

amusement parks with receipts of $8,982,000;
bands and orchestras with receipts of $4,611,000,

and amusement devices carousels, ferris wheels,

games of chance usually associated with fairs,

circuses or amusement parks with receipts of

$4,360,000.

Among other establishments surveyed were

bathing beaches, boat and canoe rental services,

skating rinks, swimming pools, riding academies,

tennis courts, carnivals, exhibits and expositions

and rodeos. As stressed by the Census of Busi-

ness report, no such survey can hope to be com-

plete. Establishments proffering other services or

goods in addition to amusements were excluded

unless more than half their receipts came from

paid admissions or fees, and in many instances no

data could be obtained because of the seasonal

character of the amusement. The aggregate re-

ceipts of these miscellaneous places of amusement,

however, amounted, in 1935, to $34,392,000.
The geographic distribution of receipts of all

places of amusements further emphasizes the con-

centration in large cities. New York City alone

accounts for $109,458,000, or somewhat more

than 15 per cent of the nation-wide total. This is

almost twice the total for all New England States,

or of that of the entire group of South Atlantic

States; it is more than five times that of the

mountain states. Chicago accounts for the next

largest share of receipts, $35,507,000; Philadel-

phia for $16,739,000; Los Angeles for $16,242,000,

and Detroit for $11,166,000. These five leading

centers of amusement or entertainment thus ac-

count for $189,112,000, or some 27 per cent of

the national total.

Conclusions

These statistics represent at best an approxima-
tion of what is annually spent on commercial-

amusements in the United States and would un-

questionably be greatly expanded if more com-

plete data were obtainable, and admissions for

amateur spectator sports, such .

as college football and other

general entertainments were

included in the aggregate total.

While it does not appear that

the total amusement bill is as

high as it was in 1929, the in-

crease noted in comparative
statistics for 1933 and 1935

(Continued on page 676)



Model Playgrounds for Cleveland

By LEYTON E. CARTER and EDWARD A. LEVY

HE CLEVELAND Founda-

tion, a community trust

for charitable and edu-

cational purposes, has re-

cently constructed for the

city of Cleveland two model

playgrounds. In so doing
the Foundation has had in

mind the stimulation of

public interest and the dem-

onstration of what model

requirements involve for

meeting community needs

in an up-to-date fashion. It is believed that popu-
lar appreciation of what model standards involve

can best be developed by concrete example. "See-

ing is believing."

In the not distant past the city of Cleveland

stood well down the list of cities in municipal pro-
vision of recreation facilities and recreation pro-

gram. This was due to several causes which can-

not be elaborated here: the lack of any well-con-

sidered, long range policy of providing physical

facilities; ineffectual administration of existing

facilities; stereotyped and inadequate program of

activities; lack of leadership and an uninformed

and indifferent public. Meanwhile the effects of

the depression further impoverished this already

undernourished function of government. As a

result, during the period when wholesome, absorb-

ing, and constructive recreational opportunities

were most bitterly needed by the children and

youth of the city, particularly by the less fortu-

nate, public efforts were at a low ebb in quantity

and quality.

The First Step A Study

Late in 1935 the Foundation, through its di-

rector, Leyton E. Carter, assisted by Edward A.

Levy of the Foundation staff, undertook a study

of public recreation in Cleveland. This study was

made public in the early summer of 1936. Previ-

ously, however, many of its findings were made

available to the city's new administration under

Mayor Harold H. Burton an administration

which had early given evidence of intelligent inter-

Mr. Carter Is director of the Cleve-
land Foundation and chairman of the

Mayor's Board on Playgrounds and
Recreation. Mr. Levy is assistant at

the Cleveland Foundation and secre-

tary of the Mayor's Advisory Board
on Playgrounds and Recreation. The

story of careful planning they pre-
sent, and the step by step proced-
ure outlined will be helpful to all

groups planning playground programs.

est in problems of recrea-

tion and of willingness to

tackle constructively the

problems which had ac-

cumulated in this field.

The study report revealed

in a systematic way the

striking deficiencies in fa-

cilities, -program and per-

sonnel in almost every ma-

jor phase of public recrea-

tion which the city faced.

But more than this it sought
to make concrete and practical recommendations

for bettering the situation. The whole situation

was conditioned by acute financial problems which

confronted the city, which did not preclude, how-

ever, resourceful and intelligent action upon the

part of city officials.

An Advisory Board Appointed

An early step taken by the city administration

was the appointment of a Mayor's Advisory Board

on Playgrounds and Recreation made up of in-

formed public citizens social agency executives,

school teachers, business and professional men,

representatives of women's civic organizations and

others. The services of the chairman and secre-

tary of the Board were made available by the

Foundation as well as a modest grant of money
for incidental expenses.

During the first year of the administration this

group applied itself diligently to the problems re-

vealed by the Foundation's study and the general
situation with which the city was confronted.

Fortunately there was a "meeting of minds," and

the best cooperation existed between the Board

and the city administration as well as increasingly

cordial relations with the City Council.

Only bare mention can be made here of the

Board's activities. Major attention was given to

(i) improvement of personnel through restora-

tion of the merit system in the administrative ser-

vice, (2) planning of programs of reconditioning

of play areas and equipment chiefly through WPA
and NYA assistance, (3) provision of "emer-
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gency" playgrounds to be manned largely by NYA
assistance, (4) building the case for more ade-

quate appropriations for the recreation services

and advocacy of such before council committees,

and (5) securing some restoration of salary and

wage rates for staff positions.

Largely as a result of distinct progress along all

these lines the Foundation early in 1937 gave ser-

ious consideration to the provision for the city of

one or more model playgrounds as demonstration

projects. Despite the progress which the city ad-

ministration had made in the whole recreation

field, particularly through the persistent efforts of

the director of parks, Hugo Varga, and J. Noble

Richards, recreation commissioner, and their as-

sociates, little financial provision could be made
for improved facilities of a model character.

it seemed a good place in which to start.

Upon selection of the site the Foundation in-

vited W. C. Batchelor of Ohio State University
to develop playground plans for the site. This was

done in consultation with the city's park and rec-

reation staff. In general Mr. Batchelor's recom-

mendations were adhered to in construction. How-
ever, a more permanent job was done than had

been contemplated in the original plan. Work was

begun shortly before the first of June and com-

pleted approximately six weeks later. The work
was done by a private contractor engaged by the

Foundation and under supervision of the city's

park department engineers.

Layout and Facilities

In planning and constructing the playground,
known as Lincoln Bath Playground, three prin-

Securing Sites for Playgrounds ciples were borne in mind. First, all facilities

Study was given to several possible sites and should be of a permanent type of construction,

conditions of need. While it is true that city- Second, activities appropriate to the needs and
owned playground sites total less than a score, few wishes of the neighborhood should be provided,
of which are of any considerable size, it was also And third, facilities should be developed which
true that the Foundation would insure maximum
did not have large sums A sect ;on of the handba || court at fhe LIn. use of all parts of the play-
available for expenditure. coin Bath Playground, the face of which is a ground and accommodate
At length a site of neighboring garage wall treated with gunnite as large a number

was selected, a small ble at all times.
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tivities, such

as basketball

backstops and

net poles, is

fitted into
sleeves which

are embedded

in the con-

crete. This
makes possible

removal of all

equipment
readily, and,

by fitting caps

over the
sleeves, en-

ables use of

the slab for

dancing, skat-

ing, drama
and other ac-

tivities.

Because of

the sandy na-

ture of the

soil it was not found necessary to lay a foundation

of cinders under the concrete surface. The slab

itself is four inches thick around the edges and
at the expansion joints. Here curbing fifteen

inches wide and flush with the surface extends

into the ground one and one-half feet. Tempera-
ture mesh is provided throughout and steel rein-

forcing bars are extended from the curbing into

the slab itself at intervals of ten inches. These

bars are approximately a yard in length. Three

expansion joints are provided, one running the

length of the slab and the other two the width.

Boundary lines for the various activities are paint-

ed on the playing surface with cement paint. It

was found that with two coats of this paint the

lines remain visible, despite intensive use of the

facilities, for approximately six months. It is rec-

ognized that the most effective method of laying

out the playing courts is the process whereby

strips of concrete colored with a pigment are

embedded in the playing surface. The cost of this

type of construction over the large area proved

prohibitive.

Five concrete ping pong tables were provided.

Each table, including the five legs and playing

surface, was constructed in one piece. Permanency
in construction is believed assured through liberal

use of temperature mesh and steel reinforcing

Permanent equipment, such as basketball

backstops and net poles, is fitted into
sleeves which are embedded in concrete

bars. In addition, the table legs were extended

approximately two feet below the ground level. A
red pigment was added to the cement used in con-

struction of these tables to reduce the glare of the

sun upon the surface. Permanent boundary mark-

ings were obtained by inserting strips of dark col-

ored concrete into the playing surface.

Three horseshoe courts have also been provid-
ed. The sides of the boxes and the back are built

of concrete. A railroad tie has been placed at the

front. These boxes were made permanent by ex-

tending them approximately twenty inches below
the surface of the ground and by the use of steel

reinforcing bars.

A unique feature of the playground, it is be-

lieved, is the handball court. Fortunately there is

located directly adjacent to the playground and

within six inches of the property line the back

wall of a garage. Permission was obtained to use

this garage wall as the face of the handball court.

A substance known as gunnite a thin grout ce-

ment was employed in the surfacing of this wall.
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The preparation was applied by a pressure gun to

a thickness of approximately three inches. Angle

irons were riveted to the wall and wire netting

stretched across the top and down the sides to

catch stray balls. The gunnite composition was

used first because it rarely develops cracks and

second because it clings to the wall. Playing lines

were painted into the gunnite surface with cement

paint.

A drinking fountain built entirely of concrete

and several benches constructed of wood and con-

crete were donated to the Lincoln development by

the National Youth Administration. Both the

fountain and the benches were manufactured

through an NYA project conducted in coopera-

tion with the Municipal Division of Recreation.

The portion of the playground not covered by

the concrete playing surface is surfaced with a

preparation known as granulated popcorn slag.

This slag composition was used principally be-

cause it packs down readily and, after being trod

upon and frequently watered for a few weeks, be-

comes solid under foot. After a short time little

care need be exercised in the maintaining of this

surface. It is relatively dustless and needs only to

be wetted down occasionally and raked over now
and then.

One of the notable features of the playground

is its availability for night use. The entire play-

ground is flood lighted according to specifications

furnished by a leading electrical equipment manu-

facturer. The lighting layout consists of six

thirty-five foot poles and fourteen reflectors each

housing a 1500 watt bulb. The lighting is so ade-

quate and so evenly distributed over the area that

it is possible to read a newspaper without difficulty

at any point on the playground.

The playground is surrounded with ten foot

fencing. No gates are provided but an opening is

situated at one corner of the playground area. It

is believed advisable to permit access to the

grounds at all times rather than to lock it up and

run the risk of having the fence cut away or torn

down.

Credit is due officials of the city of Cleveland

for the fine cooperation which they gave to the

undertaking at all times. In addition, the Division

of Recreation donated several items of equipment
and permitted its crew of maintenance and repair

men to help out on various details. The municipal

light plant was responsible for erecting the light-

ing equipment.

The Playground in Action

Activities at the playground are conducted by
the city's Division of Recreation. The normal

playground staff is composed of a director and

three assistants, each working approximately
seven hours a day, five days a week. When the

attendance shrank considerably during cold weath-

er the staff was reduced accordingly. It is ex-

pected that the number of participants will in-

crease with the coming of spring and that conse-

quently the present staff will be augmented. It

was found that the largest crowds attend in the

evenings and therefore more staff assistance was

made available after 6 p. M. Selection of play-

ground personnel at Lincoln was based upon sev-

eral factors experience in directing playground

activities, knowledge of the psychology of work-

ing with neighborhood groups, and ability to ii

terest children in the playground and maintair

community interest.

During the summer months activities at tl

playground were conducted from ten in the morn-

ing to ten at night. After school opened in the

fall the schedule provided supervision from 3 P.M.

until 10 P. M. It is expected that the seven hour

schedule will be adhered to as weather permits
until the close of school in June.

Attendance at the playground has exceeded all

expectations. In the twenty-one weeks' period

from July 9th to December 3rd a total attendance

of approximately 25,000 has been recorded, or a

weekly average of 1,175. The bulk of the attend-

ance is made up of boys and young men. Evening
attendance has been particularly striking. Often

on a warm night as many as 400 have crowded

into the area to participate as their turn came in

the various activities. Needless to say, every fa-

cility is taxed to the limit under such circum-

stances. Any doubts as to the popularity of the

facilities and program conducted are dispelled

once one has observed such community use of the

playground.

In the development of the playground, known
as the Lincoln Bath Playground, the Foundation

expended approximately $3,700 not a large sum,
it would seem, for the facilities provided and the

results being obtained.

A Second Playground Undertaken

Shortly after the first of August the Founda-

tion Committee appropriated funds for the de-

velopment of another model playground. This sec-
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jnd demonstration undertaking was decided upon

tartly as a result of the immediately successful

reception met with at Lincoln Bath Playground
md partially because of the distinct need for more

idequate playground facilities among the districts

)pulated by the colored people.

Careful study was made of the available sites

the districts of the city inhabited by colored

people. Since the Foundation was not in a posi-

tion to donate lands for recreational purposes, it

was necessary to select a site already owned by
the city. The Portland-Outhwaite location at East

46th Street and Outhwaite Avenue was finally

selected because of its adequate size, the adjoining

municipal recreation center and outdoor swimming

pool, the congested population particularly of

children and youth, and the great need for modern

playground facilities in the neighborhood. A new

government housing project surrounds the play-

ground and three public schools are near by. Con-

struction work began September first and the city

formally dedicated the playground October 29th.

The area developed is approximately an acre in

size. Mr. W. C. Batchelor prepared plans in co-

operation with city officials for the development
of the site as in the case of the earlier undertak-

ing. Guiding principles in the building of Port-

land-Outhwaite were permanency of improve-
ments undertaken, popularity of facilities provid-

ed, and maximum use of the area developed. Con-

sequently, facilities provided at this playground
area are, to a considerable extent, identical to

those at Lincoln Bath Playground.
Instead of one large slab marked out for a num-

ber of activities, two smaller ones were construct-

ed at Portland-Outhwaite. One concrete area of

6200 square feet is devoted to basketball, one

court being marked out for girls' rules and the

other for boys. The smaller slab is lined for two

paddle tennis courts. The basketball courts may
be used alternatively for volley ball. Other facili-

ties include four ping pong tables and a like num-

ber of horseshoe courts. (These were constructed

upon the same specifications used at Lincoln Bath

Playground.) Two combination badminton and

deck tennis courts have been provided. The de-

velopment also includes two regulation clay tennis

courts which are being utilized during the winter

season for ice skating. These courts were previ-

ously there.

Granulated popcorn slag has been used for the

surfacing of the playground outside the concrete

areas. A three inch application of this prepara-

tion seems to be adequate. The entire playground
area is enclosed with a six foot Cyclone fence ex-

cept for four foot high fencing upon an inner

boundary. Two openings, but no gates, are pro-

vided. It did not appear wise to try to keep the

grounds locked when not in use.

Adequate landscaping and planting were pro-

vided with the aid of the city and a WPA project.

A planting bed of five feet was extended along the

inside of the fence on .all four sides of the play-

ground area. California maples, Rose of Sharon

and privet hedges were included in the program.
This will greatly enhance the appearance of the

area and provide shade as time goes on.

An outstanding feature of the Portland-Outh-

waite development is the flood lighting equipment.
As in the case of Lincoln Playground, the entire

playground area is equipped with flood lights ac-

cording to model specifications set up by a lead-

ing electrical equipment manufacturer. The light-

ing equipment includes eleven 45 foot poles and

twenty-five reflectors each housing a 1500 watt

bulb. Better than twelve foot candles of light are

produced over the entire area. Two independent
circuits are provided, a separate wiring arrange-
ment for the tennis courts and another for the re-

mainder of the playground. The city light plant

installed the lighting equipment.

The program of Portland-Outhwaite Play-

ground is directed by the Municipal Division of

Recreation. Hours of supervised activity, quali-

fications of the playground personnel, and activity

schedules at Portland-Outhwaite are patterned

closely after present operating arrangements at

Lincoln Bath Playground.

Resulting Values

The Portland-Outhwaite Playground has not

been in operation long enough to determine the

extent of its usefulness and community partici-

pation. The immediate acceptance has not been

so great as in the case of the other development,
but organized activities were not gotten underway
until early winter. There is no reason to doubt,

however, that under good management it will de-

velop into a splendid neighborhood asset. The
Foundation expended approximately $4,000 upon
this project. To this the city added the shrubbery,
considerable equipment and materials as well as

supervisory services during construction. Except
for erection of the lighting equipment the work

(Continued on page 677)



ABOUT
THIS TIME, 'two Of

three colleges in which for

one reason or another

I have special personal interest

are going up against one an-

other, and as well against other

institutions of the so-called

"higher" education, in respect of that quasi-

gladiatorial conflict of brawn and sinew, tonnage,

brains and coordination, known as football. Nat-

urally in such matters one has bias of interest and

hope alias expectation that the "home team" will

acquit itself gloriously, even if, despite its damn-

edest and the will-to-believe persisting till the last

whistle blows, it cannot win. A year or two ago,

in a spirit of home-team fervor, I expressed to one

of the leading football enthusiasts of one of "my"

colleges whose eleven thus far that fall had sus-

tained an unbroken record of victories my wishful

confidence in its crowning that record fitly in the

forthcoming final game of the season.

"Alas, I fear not," he replied, "though I should

not admit it publicly."

"But why the sudden pessimism? We have

licked everybody thus far hands down. It's only

another game."
"Not so this time. We shall be, as usual at that

college, too heavily outnumbered."

"What do you mean outnumbered ? Eleven on

a side ..."
'

"Yes, eleven at a time; but they'll drown us

under their reinforcements substitutions, you
know." And he continued :

"It is almost an axiom in football that with any-

thing like equality in the physical and mental

qualifications of two teams, the advantage lies

heavily with that group in which seniors pre-

dominate most largely. In a game so intricate and

complex as football has come to be, in which the

time for development is comparatively so limited,

every additional week of practice gives added as-

surance of victory. I should

expect our first team to be

nearly if not quite the equal of

this final competitor's first

team; but that game is going
to be fought out on the basis

of resources of fresh sub-

stitutes, and here that other
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By JOHN PALMER GAVIT

"In the last analysis; fair

play is the identifying char-

acteristic of civilization."

college can throw in a whole

second team practically all of

whom will have had three years
of coaching under the same

system; while we, when we be-

gin to substitute, will have to

rely upon sophomores."

In the November issue of the "Survey
Graphic" there appeared an article

by Mr. Gavit in which he discussed

fair play in international affairs,

using football as a point of depar-
ture. Through the courtesy of the

magazine and of Mr. Gavit, we are

reprinting a part of the article.

"But I thought this was supposed to be a sport,"

I protested. "As you describe it, it sounds like war.

And you take it so calmly as if Haile Selassie

were complacently justifying one of Mussolini's

'glorious victories' over the virtually unarmed

Ethiopians. Without batting an eyelash you tell

me that you expect defeat, not because your com-

petitor has better players, or stouter fellers; but

forsooth because he has more of 'em fresh and

experienced troops in reserve, to be thrown in

after your slender first line has licked his, is tired

out, and you have only a few relatively raw re-

cruits to substitute. What startles me is not your

lugubrious recital of this lamentable inequality but

that you seem to see nothing out of the way about

it only wishing that the discrepancy were the

other way about ; that you had unlimited resources

to use, without shame."

So he preached me an eloquent sermon, both

eloquent and convincing, upon the splendid effects

of college football training upon character. "It

is," said he, "about the only place left in the

American college where there is any practical

training to make a man willingly subordinate his

own individual self to the welfare and purposes

of the group ; to make him willing to spend all he

has in the way of physical, mental and moral

strength for the consummation of a common end,

in which any personal glory for himself is im-

probable." He went on to argue that any college

did well to train the largest possible number of its

students in this discipline; specifically that Har-

vard, Princeton and Dartmouth, for examples,

were "doing a better job for

their men in developing the

maximum number to major

consequence than Yale, which

presumably in order to get the

greatest possible precision and

accuracy of play has confined

(Continued on page 677)



Kenosha's

Cultural

Center

MOST
COMMUNITIES during the past few years

have had their own little "white elephants"
in the form of public buildings rendered

obsolete or unsafe through long use, and replaced
with modern projects by grace of federal work
relief appropriations. Many have permitted these

forlorn relics of a greater glory in a bygone age
to continue on their way to ruin. Some have been

razed
, others sold and removed for other purposes.

The city of Kenosha found itself with such a

problem. The federal government was building a

new post office on the site of the old a build-

ing whose value as a post office was depleted be-

cause of inadequate size. The government needed

land on which to build its new post office build-

ing, and the city needed some of the land on which

the old building stood for street-widening projects.

The city was completing a civic center, with a

$1,500,000 High School building on the south side

of a plaza of one city block. On the north was a

$1,250,000 Court House; the new post office was

to be erected on the east. The city purchased the

remaining side to complete the center, and an ex-

change of footage was arranged, the city of Ken-

osha securing the old post office building in the

transaction for one dollar. There was no doubt

but this was a real "buy," and the citizens ap-

plauded the city administration.

Then the city got to work. It secured a CWA
project for moving the building to the open end

of the civic center. The land for the new loca-

tion had been purchased for $27,000 on land con-

tracts. Public-spirited citizens bought $13,000 of

improvement bonds owned by the city. This pro-

vided the necessary ready cash to start the project.

By G. M. PHELAN
Director

Department of Public Recreation

Kenosha, Wisconsin

It cost about $15,000 to move the building

nearly three blocks and another $8,000 to repair it

and remodel it for a museum, public meeting

place and cultural activity center for the city. In

two years the job was done. Federal aid had pro-

vided more than seventy per cent of the costs of

the entire project, and today Kenosha has a build-

ing appraised conservatively at $150,000. With
the 1938 tax collections, the entire project will

have been paid for.

With such a structure available, it was import-

ant that the citizens of Kenosha take advantage of

its opportunities.

The museum was placed under the direction of

the Public Library Board. An historical section

was created, and today the halls of the museum
and the exhibit room tell the history of Kenosha

and Wisconsin, as well as the story of its manu-

facturing enterprises. An auditorium with a seat-

ing capacity of 250 is used practically every day
and night. The art room presents traveling ex-

hibits in addition to the work of local artists, who
are given considerable encouragement through
this showing.

As a cultural and educational center the mu-

seum building has won wide acclaim. Ranking in

importance with the proud boast of the city that

it has one acre of public park for every 114 citi-

zens, is its pride in its historical and art museum.
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Is the building appreciated by the citizens?

Here are some facts which answer this question :

Tn the first full year, since it was opened late in

1936, the building recorded an attendance of

61,501 men, women and children. The population

of this community is 50,0x30.

Here is a typical week :

Monday afternoon League of Women Voters

meet in the auditorium.

Monday night Practice sessions are held for

the Kenosha Symphony Orchestra, a volunteer

group of fifty musicians meeting weekly.

Tuesday afternoon Several women's organi-

zations alternate for meetings.

Tuesday night Kenosha Civic Chorus of sev-

enty-five voices rehearses.

Wednesday A special art exhibition by stu-

dents of Kemper Hall, girls' school, is opened.

Wednesday night Kenosha Art Club meets.

Thursday afternoon Open to various organi-

zations for meetings.

Thursday night Kenosha Camera Club pre-

sents an exhibit of competitive photos and illus-

trated lectures.

Friday night Lectures on educational topics

are sponsored by the Museum in its auditorium.

The building equipment includes complete pro-

jection booth wired for sound.

Saturday Children's illustrated lectures on

topical history and educational projects are given,

with performances repeated four times during the

day for Kenosha's eleven thousand school children.

Sunday afternoon Children's lectures are re-

peated for overflow crowds and for adults.

Plans are being made to have the building used

for other cultural activities and musical units such

as bands, and for dramatic groups. It will be the

rehearsal area for the Little Theater movement.

The curator of the museum is W. E. Dickinson,

for thirteen years assistant curator of the Mil-

waukee Public Museum.

"Our nation, struggling through economic dis?

ter, harassed by floods and torn by conflictii

political opinions, has held to the American drear

of making the best of life available to all. On this

foundation the public recreation movement is be-

ing built in the interest of all who would find the

fullness of life in music, drama, arts and crafts,

sports, contact with nature, and other activities

that make up the play and recreation program.
"-

A. W. Castle in Public Education Bulletin, De-

partment of Public Instruction, Pennsylvania.

A typical children's audience at the museum



APregressive
fame Kit

'HE DECATUR Playground and

Recreation Board has found it

very helpful to have kits in

/hich to carry equipment for progressive game
parties. The Board has ten such kits, each of

which provides material for from twenty to a

hundred players, and they are in constant use. A
charge of fifty cents is made to cover the cost of
new score cards, scrap paper, pencils and any
supplies which must be replaced for each party.

Construction of the Kit

The kit, which is about 28" square and 12"

deep, is made of three-ply wood with reinforced

edges. It is an excellent idea to use a metal band
around the top of the kit. The bottom of the kit

is made of one inch material. When finished it

resembles a chest, having a hinged top, lock, and
a leather handle for carrying.

The size of the kit depends upon the games to

be used. It is therefore advisable for any group

planning a kit first to make a list of the games de-

sired and to assemble the equipment. After this

has been done a box may be made to fit the equip-
ment selected. The kit used in Decatur can be

conveniently carried in a car and is not too clumsy
to be taken up and downstairs. The exterior of

the box has been painted brown with tan stippling.

"Community Recreation Association" is stenciled

on the box in white.

Equipment
The following equipment is packed into the kits

used in Decatur :

1 dart board 1 ring toss board
1 checker flipping board
1 muffin pan
6 fruit jar rubbers

"

6 weasels (cork tied on a

string)
3 dice

1 set of pick-up sticks (home-
made)

1 box anagrams
1 marble game
1 tiddly-winks game
2 penny match box covers
1 milk bottle

8 clothespins
4 wooden or cardboard dies

1 egg container (one dozen

size)
1 ping pong ball

1 bean bag board
6 bean bags

By FREDA S. COMBS
Decatur, Illinois

10 golf tees

1 medium size button
20 pencils

The recreation departments of a number of

cities are now providing game kits and the

plan is being found exceedingly helpful.

In many cities recreation departments are

loaning equipment to community groups with-

out having formal kits. The Oakland, Cali-

fornia, Recreation Department, for example,
fills many requests for athletic equipment.
In addition, bean bags, puzzles, board and

table games and a limited amount of progres-
sive game equipment are kept on hand. There

are no set kits as such, but after consult-

ing with the borrowers on the nature of the

activity, every effort .is made to provide
the equipment or suggestions for making it.

1 box of soda straws
1 box of penny matches
1 coffee can lid

1 set of indoor horseshoes

20 six-inch cardboard num-
ber cards

18 game descriptions

This equipment is sufficient for 18 games and

will take care of 72 people if four people play

each game. If five people play, it will take care of

90 people. More games may be added if a larger

group uses the kit. The equipment mentioned will

provide a full evening's entertainment and will

last for three hours if all the games are played.

The Procedure

The games are set up on tables, marked off on

the floor or hung on the wall as the nature of the

game dictates. Beside each is posted prominently
the number of the game. Very simple score cards

may be made as follows. Number the games to be

played in order in two columns, on small, fairly

stiff cards. (Filing cards are excellent.) There

should be a card for every player. If four people

are to play together, draw a circle around Num-
ber i on each of four cards, a circle around Num-
ber 2 on each of four cards, and so on throwgh all

the cards. When the score cards are given out

each player starts with the game indicated by the

encircled number on his card.

Players are given a brief period to learn how to

play the game and a whistle is blown as a starting

signal. All the players play for five minutes, when

time is called by the whistle. The players at each

game add up their scores and instead of putting

down the actual score which they made, the one

who scored highest re-

ceives 100 points, the next

highest 75, the next 50

points, and the lowest 25

points. This method of

scoring is used when four

people play each game. It

more play together, an-

other method of scoring

may be used. The total

scores made may be re-

corded. As soon as the

scores are tallied all move

to the next game; i.e.,
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players at Game i move to Game 2, Number 2

moves to Number 3, etc. Players at Number 18

move to Game I.

Each game should have typed instructions so

that contestants may learn the rules of the game,

thus making it unnecessary for the leader to ex-

plain each one.

The Games
t

Clothespin Drop. Place a quart milk bottle be-

hind a straight-backed chair. The players stand in

front of the chair, reach over and attempt to drop

clothespins into the bottle. Each pin dropped in

counts one point.

Disk Quoits. Draw three concentric circles on

the floor, six, twelve and eighteen inches in di-

ameter. From a line twelve to fifteen feet distant

slide table coasters in an effort to cause them to

rest in the circles. The inner circle scores three,

the next two and the outer circle one. A pad

scores in the circle in which most of it rests.

Ping Pong Bounce Ball. Place an egg carton with

twelve compartments on the floor. From a line

six to eight feet distant bounce a ping pong ball

on the floor, attempting to bounce it into the car-

ton. To score, the ball must remain in one of the

compartments. Each contestant has three attempts

each turn, and each time the ball remains in the

carton one point is scored.

Jar Ring Toss. A board may be hung against the

wall or set on a table. Its center should be about

shoulder high. The players stand ten feet from

the board. Each player is given six jar rings

which he tries to toss so that they will hang on

the numbered nails or hooks driven or screwed

into the board. Players serve according to the

totals of their "ringers."

Muffin Pan Penny Toss. Set a book on end against

the wall and lean the. pan against it with the top

edge of the pan resting on the top of the book.

The pan thus rests at an angle. Draw a throwing
line nine feet away from the pan. Give each

player three pennies, or better still, washers the

size of pennies. The players throw in turn, toss-

ing three pennies each turn. The thrower places

his knee on the throwing line and may lean as far

over the line as he chooses. He scores the number

of points designated by the compartments of the

pan in which the pennies rest.

Checker Snapping. On a cardboard twelve by

twenty-four inches in size draw three concentric

circles near one end. These circles are three, six

and nine inches in diameter. Number the circles

3, 2 and i. The snapping line is eight inches from

the outer circle. Place the .cardboard on a table

and place a book against the bull's-eye end of the

cardboard and one against either side of the card,

also at the bull's-eye end, to stop the checkers.

A checker is placed at the snapping line, held

on the side with the index finger of the left hand

and snapped with one finger on the right hand. It

scores in the circle in which the greater part of it

rests. The players take turns in shooting, taking

three snaps at each turn. When not used in the

progressive party plan, the player wins who
reaches twenty-one first or goes farthest beyond
it when all have equal number of snaps.

Golf Tee Tenpins. An excellent progressive

party of tenpins may be played with golf tees.

Arrange the ten tees on a table in the triangular

form used in bowling. On a line about eight

inches distant place a button and snap it with the

finger, endeavoring to knock down the tees. Each

snaps two buttons in turn. Knocking all the tees

down with one button scores twenty; all knocked

down with two buttons scores ten, and single pins,

when all are not knocked down in two tries, count

one.

Tiddly-Wink Snap. Draw a one foot circle on a .-

table and place a tumbler in its center. Mark four

points on the table one inch outside the circle in

four different directions. The players take turns

in attempting to snap tiddly-winks into the tum-

bler, snapping four each turn, one from each of

the four points outside the circle. Each success-

ful snap scores one point.

Penny Roll. Place a safety match box cover on

its side on a table with its end against a book.

From a line two feet away the players attempt to

roll pennies into the cover. Each penny entering

the cover scores one point.

Bean Shooter Contest. Place a pan or kettle on

the floor. Provide a box of soda straws and a box

of large matches. Each player takes turns shoot-

ing matches into the pan with a soda straw as a

bean shooter. Each takes five shots a turn. The

matches must remain in the pan to score. Each

match so remaining scores a point.

Fruit Jar Ring Quoits. A board six inches square

and one inch thick is needed. In the center drive

a large nail. Place the board on the table. Jar

rubbers such as are used on fruit jars are used as

quoits. The throwing line is nine to ten feet.

(Continued on page 678)



Recreational Training

or

"Heel and toe and one, two, three;

Heel and toe and away we go."

Catholic institutions

"T
HE CIBCLE of nuns was moving, tripping

rhythmically the old-fashioned measure,

laughing and singing as they went.

"Blue-robed Sisters of Charity,

the Carmelites and Felicians in

different shades of brown, the

Holy Ghost Sisters in navy, and the

black habited Dominicans, Fran-

ciscans, Misericordia order and the

School Sisters of Notre Dame."

So ran the account of the re-

porter in the Milwaukee Journal

describing a session of a three day
recreation institute conducted by

Jeanne Barnes, Field Secretary,

Play in Institutions, of the Na-

tional Recreation Association, for

nuns in charge of Milwaukee in-

stitutions for children and young

people. The Catholic Bureau of

Social Welfare sponsored the

course in cooperation with the Mil-

waukee Municipal Recreation De-

partment and the National Recre-

ation Association. By actually

playing and practicing the leading

of games and folk dances the nuns

were learning to teach recreational

activities to the young people in

their charge.

This institute was not only the

first of its kind to be held among

religious orders in Milwaukee, but

it was significant in other respects.

It marked the alertness of Cath-

olic authorities in making available

training of a practical sort to work-

ers in their institutions. With re-

spect to approach, it revealed the

wisdom of having classes that were

homogeneous. While mixed insti-

tutes where students are strange to

one another have certain values, it is in the classes

conducted for those who are closely associated and

have common bonds that informal efforts are most

Courtesy Milwaukee Journal
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successful. In them people more freely let them-

selves go. Beyond that the institute marked an-

other milestone in the steady march of planned

recreation into institutional life in the United

States.

Based on a Survey

The ground work for the Milwaukee course

was laid by the National Recreation Association

in a survey of Milwaukee institutions some six

months before. In this brief study, indoor and

outdoor recreation facilities were checked, the de-

tails of programs were considered and suggestions

were made on ways of enriching the recreational

activities. These suggestions were repeated and

other comments added in letters to each Sister

Superior, copies of the letters and a summary of

the whole situation being sent to Monsignor M. F.

McEvoy, Director of the Catholic Social Welfare

Bureau.

More training in recreation activities was one

of the major recommendations and proved of par-

ticular interest to Monsignor McEvoy. He started

at once to plan for a training course, inviting Miss

Barnes to conduct it since she could lead activi-

ties, give instruction in techniques and was fa-

miliar with the problems, resources and limita-

tions of institutions.

The fifty participants in the Milwaukee course

represented orphanages, infant homes, maternity
homes and institutions for problem children. The

program was varied to meet the different needs of

the respective institutions.

Content of the Course

Conducted in two three-hour sessions daily for

three days, the institute comprised lectures, dis-

cussions, demonstrations, activities and an ex-

hibit. Miss Barnes' own description reads in part

as follows :

"Besides folk dancing, there was an hour

spent in party games, another in playground

games, and still another in a 'progressive

party.'

"The rest of our time was devoted to lec-

tures and some discussion. We considered

decoration of playrooms, sources of play sup-

plies, training of leaders, books and maga-
zines for children, the place of music and dra-

matics in the program, excursions, the manu-

facture of homemade games and other handi-

crafts. We were glad to have the help of the

Milwaukee Recreation Department and a

local doctor. The latter spoke on the value

of a recreation program from a doctor's view-

point and also advised the Sisters on health-

ful activities for themselves. The Recreation

Department sent a speaker to point out the

advantages offered in the various recreational

agencies in the community which are available

to institution children. The Department also

contributed to a handicraft display.

"Exhibits played an important part in our

Institute. There were books and other pub-

lications, examples of free and inexpensive

supplies available from various commercial

companies, source books from the local pub-

lic library, and handicraft articles. As is their

fashion the Sisters were sincerely interested

in the display, took many notes and asked

many questions. Their eagerness for new

ideas and their willing response throughout

the course were a constant inspiration to the

leader.

"The climax of our recreation institute was
*

'the show and community sing,' at which the

photographer who snapped many pictures was

a special guest. We had a gay time acting out

nursery rhymes, pantomiming, trying cha-

rades, laughing at shadowgraphs and hand

puppets, and producing short plays. Costumes

and properties helped to make it a hilarious

occasion, and many songs 'between acts'

rounded out the program."

Green Bay Institute

Other typical institutes for workers in Catholic

institutions were held in 1936 and 1937 at Green

Bay, Wisconsin and Riverdale, New York. The

institute at Green Bay was sponsored by the Green

Bay Apostolate of which Rev. Henry Head is

Director of Charities. Its program, representative

of the others, included an opening prayer and in-

troductory remarks by Bishop Rhode ;
lectures on

recreation values and needs in institutions, pro-

gram planning and other topics by Miss Barnes;

a talk on physical fitness by Dr. Burdon of Green

Bay ; a short address on recreation by Father But-

ler; party games, playground games, singing

games, simple folk dances, informal dramatics, a

"progressive" party, group singing, mental games,

an exhibit of publications and a discussion of this

literature.

The program at St. Vincent College, Riverdale,

N. Y., sponsored by the Catholic Charities Bureau

of the Archdiocese of New York, was similar to

that at Green Bay.
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Discussions Center on Special
Institutional Needs

To give a detailed analysis of

the lectures and discussions at the

institutes lies outside the scope of

this article. However, some indi-

cation of their content will be

given. As is natural, they empha-
size the problems peculiar to in-

stitutions and the needs and in-

terests of the wards of institu-

tions. According to a statement

by Miss Barnes, attention is given
such topics as the following. It

will be seen that they apply to

non-Catholic as well as to Cath-

olic institutions.

I. Common Characteristics of

Institutions

1. Routine functioning
2. Inadequacy of funds

3. Limitations of staff as to

number and capacity for

recreation leadership

4. Limited facilities

5. Variation in length of resi-

dence of wards, some stay-

ing a short time, others a

long time

6. Separation of the sexes

7. The problem of staff re-

lationships

II. Characteristics of Institutional Children Com-

pared with Children Outside

1. Separation from home and family
2. Position in a group exhibiting a wide range

of mental age

3. Limited recreational background
4. Surprising lack of loyalty in team play

5. Easy adjustment to routine

6. Hunger for activity

7. Intensity in play
8. Alleged destructiveness in play

9. Involuntary nature of their presence in the

institutional group

III. Basic Desires of Children in Relation to Recrea-

tional Experience

i. Desire for Security

A. Desire for One's Own Possessions

a. Spending money
B. A Place of His Own
c. To Be at Home in the Community

through
a. Excursions
b. Friends

Courtesy Milwaukee Journal

c. Clothes, dancing ability, skills

d. Community center participation

Desire for New Experience

A. Community Contacts

a. Readjustment of a city child brought

up in a country institution to the city

upon release

B. Surprises (change for the sake of

variety)

c. Athletic competition, daring contests

D. Adventure

a. Shouldn't every child have a trip away
from the institution at least once a

month ?

E. Camp; Nature

F. Creativeness

Desire for Response
A. Friends Outside the Institution

(A chance to be hosts as well as guests)

B. Boy and Girl Friendships

c. Pets ;
Gardens

(Continued on page 679)



Map Making for Community Study

A novel approach to the study of

problems of community health and

physical education offering some

valuable recreational by-products

At
THE TIME of the World's Fair in

Chicago, one of the exhibits showed

papier-mache mask making which

reproduced in great detail the facial fea-

tures of an individual. In considering

ways and means of constructing the map
showing the topographical features of Kalamazoo

which was greatly needed if we were to develop a

comprehensive plan for dealing effectively with

the proposed coordination of the city's Health

Contributing Agencies, the thought occurred to us

that the technique of mask making might be ap-

plied to the making of the map.
Such a venture would involve a great deal of

work. A solution for this problem offered itself,

however, when the educational director of WPA
projects asked if there were any projects related

to the Health Contributing Agencies which could

utilize the abilities of a number of high school

boys and girls who were in a position to give some

twenty hours of service a month.

The project we had in mind was outlined some-

what as follows to the WPA workers available :

We wanted a large relief map about five feet

square showing the physical features of Kalama-

zoo and the vicinity with a difference of about six

inches between the highest hill and the lowest

point on the river. Kalama-

zoo has a most interesting

topography involving a great

flat land including the down-

town area and the celery

beds extending northward,

the one-time glacial Lake

Kalamazoo. Rising two to

three hundred feet on all

sides, except at the extreme

north, are hills grooved by

valleys and streams, with the

Kalamazoo River entering

When Mr. Copp assumed the responsibility
for coordinating the activities of Health

Contributing Agencies in Kalamazoo, he

was confronted with the necessity for

keeping in view the total problem of the

natural area of the city, and of avoiding
the danger of overstressing particularly
acute problems at the expense of the

whole. This account of the way in which
he met the situation and at the same
time provided interesting, enjoyable activ-

ity for a number of young people may
have suggestions for recreation workers.

By HAROLD W. COPP
Kalamazoo, Michigan

from the east and meandering northward. The

map was to show something of the view which

would be obtained by going aloft in a balloon over

the center of the city. However, after building

the base map showing the general topography,

only those streets, railroad tracks, highways, park

areas, schools and other buildings as were needed

to show the problems to be studied were to be put

in. If a committee wanted to study the problem
of swimming, special attention would be given to

marking out the swimming areas; if the problem
of winter sports was to be considered, skating

rinks, coasting, toboggan and skiing hills would

be spotted.

The Technique

The project was started by constructing a metal

tray five feet square and six

inches deep. Using the en-

gineering map of Kalama-

zoo which showed contour

lines, a clay model of the

area was constructed to the

scale of approximately 400
feet to the inch laterally and

50 feet to the inch vertically.

At first it was thought that

the contour could be built

up by measuring from the

(Continued on page 680)
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Use of Radio in the Local Recreation Program

IN

REPLY to a request

for information re-

garding radio pro-

grams on recreation the

National Recreation As-

sociation sent out a

questionnaire asking for

certain information, in-

cluding the type of pro-

gram presented, at-

tempts to educate the public,

simple programs used, the time

of day of the broadcast, the fre-

quency of the programs, the use

of age groups, and special ac-

tivities. Of forty-three depart-

ments sending replies only four

stated that they do not use the

radio at all. Thirty-one had regular programs of

one type or another, while eight had occasional

broadcasts.

Most of the departments had little or no dif-

ficulty in securing radio time from local stations.

A point to remember in asking a radio station for

time is this : Stations are looking for good pro-

grams, and if such a program is offered they will

in all probability be willing and glad to cooperate.

Much, of course, depends on the individual sta-

tion, but it is usually possible to secure a regular

weekly period or at least occasional fill-in time.

From the standpoint both of the recreation de-

partment and the radio station a regular weekly
or twice-weekly program is better than the use of

occasional time or the broadcasting of special

events alone. From the point of view of the rec-

reation department this type of program makes

possible planning ahead so that the best available

material may be presented in an orderly, clear

fashion. From the point of view of the radio

station a good weekly program helps build up a

listening group.
In approaching a station's program director for

radio time, a number of departments have found

a tentative program valuable. If for some reason

or another time on a station cannot be given out-

right, it will sometimes be possible to persuade

local organizations already presenting regular pro-

grams to include one or more on recreation. Some

recreation departments have been successful in

This is Station NRA broadcasting
from 315 Fourth Avenue, New York

City! Are you using the radio to

bring information regarding your
recreation program into the homes
of the people of your community
so that they will know of the op-
portunities available for all?

securing the coopera-
tion of local organiza-

tions in presenting vari-

ous phases of the recre-

ation program at regu-
lar intervals.

Types of Programs
Presented

Here are a few of the

radio program features which

have been successful in the vari-

ous communities reporting:
i. The broadcasting of spe-

cial events to include such events

as a playground or center open-

ing, a combined or city-wide

program a pageant or a festi-

val; special day programs such as July 4th and
other holidays ; interplayground athletic contests.

2. Series of talks by the recreation executive or

leading citizens interpreting the aims, values and

possibilities of recreation. The mayor, ministers,

police chief, judge, probation officer, superintend-
ent of schools, librarian, district attorney and the

secretary of the Chamber of Commerce may be

called on.

Some subjects that might be used are :

a. Relation between adequate recreation facili-

ties and juvenile delinquency

b. National significance of public recreation

c. Labor and leisure

d. Leisure and youth
e. Psychology of leadership

/. History of local recreation department
g. What a particular playground or facility

means to the community
h. The need for a particular facility to make

more complete the service of the recreation de-

partment

3. Story lady of the air

This program will be of most value if presented
when the children are at home in the early evening.

4. Imaginary trips through playgrounds and
centers

This activity is most valuable when those taking
the imaginary tour are mothers and fathers. One

city even set this idea to poetry.
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5. Series of hobby talks

by persons who are out-

standing in their activity

fields

6. Varietyprograms from

the playgrounds and centers

Presenting small musical

groups, skits, instrumental,

vocal solos and readings.

Also a description of the

playground or center activi-

ties. This program might be

run as an amateur hour.

/. Music half hours

If a good men's quartette or chamber group is

available this will be a popular feature, but it de-

pends on quality for success.

8. Series of talks on home recreation

9. Series of drama programs
Be sure you have paid royalties and have se-

cured permission to use the material.

This list of possibilities is not meant to be all

inclusive. The variety of needs and programs
makes such a list impossible.

If you are having trouble organizing your pro-

gram, ask your station's program director for

help. He is a trained man and will probably offer

his services before you can ask for them.

A Few Suggestions

Have you tried using a theme song or back-

ground music or both? These devices are just as

effective on your program as they are in a com-
mercial program.
Much of the success of your program will de-

pend on your advance program publicity. Use
bulletin boards, newspapers and radio spot an-

nouncements.

Have you tried sending a letter to a list of in-

fluential people calling their

attention to your programs ?

Organized listening groups
are good publicity. Organize
one at each center and play-

ground.

Try to get a response to

your programs. Some excel-

lent suggestions may be the

outcome. If asking for reac-

tions and criticisms is not ef-

fective in bringing in a re-

sponse, try offering a map of

the recreation facilities in the

Recreation departments in the following

cities reported using radio broadcasts:

Birmingham, Berkeley, Chico, Los An-

geles, Oakland, Pasadena, San Francisco,

Hartford, Tampa, Dubuque, Louiseville,

Baltimore, Boston, Somerville, Battle Creek,

Detroit, Grand Rapids, Lansing, St. Paul,

St. Louis, Great Falls, New York City,

Rochester, Greensboro, Cincinnati, Dayton,
Oklahoma City, Pittsburgh, Reading, Mem-

phis, Houston, San Angelo, Salt Lake City,

Lynchburg, Richmond, Seattle and Madison.

community or a pamphlet
on home play for the list-

eners to write for as an in-

ducement.

There seem, in general, to

be three periods during the

day which recreation de-

partments use most. The

period just before lunch

from 1 1 :oo to noon, the

period in the late afternoon

from 4 :oo to 5 130, and the

early evening. It must be pointed out, however,

that a generalization on this point is dangerous in

view of the great variety of periods.

Most of the recreational radio work is being

done by recreation staff people and amateurs.

While the quality of the programs must be kept

constantly in mind it is hoped that it will be un-

necessary in the majority of cases to resort to

the use of professionals. In using children, it has

been found advisable to select them carefully.

A recreation radio program is much like any
radio program; it must make an appeal to the

radio audience or it is of no value.

A number of the recreation departments
answering the questionnaire have sent

us copies of the scripts of their broad-

casts. These cover general explanatory
material, reviews of activities, special

activities, drama, opening day programs,
a tour through a community center

and allied subjects. The Association

will be glad to send you samples of

these programs if you will tell us the

particular type of program in which you
are interested. These programs are in-

teresting in showing the techniques in-

volved, as well as the subject matter.

The Radio Industry and the educational inter-

ests of the country massed their forces in Chi-

cago during a three days' conference to see what

could be done to resolve the fundamental difficul-

ties of educational broadcasting. The problem was

approached from the point of view of what radio

was doing to the listening public. One speaker as-

serted that radio had within it the power to wreck

our civilization and therefore called for the most

careful study and control. Strangely enough, all

speakers, while admitting the weaknesses of the

American system, thought it was the best for this

country. Ex-President Angell of Yale and now
Educational Counsel for the

National Broadcasting Com-

pany, stated that after a care-

ful study of radio in Eng-
land and on the Continent he

was convinced that govern-
ment control was no answer

to our problem. The same

criticisms and comparable
weaknesses are found in the

government controlled sys-

tems.

The crux of the debate

centered around two accusa-
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tions. Educational interests con-

tended that seventy-five per cent

of present programs are "tripe"

the word being taken from lis-

tening groups. The Radio In-

dustry and listening groups say
that educational programs to

date are for the most part

stupid and dull. Educators were

accused of lacking the showmanship necessary to

put a program across in an acceptable manner.

Both sides good naturedly admitted their weak-
ness and set about to see What could be done. The
broadcasters repeatedly stated that they would

gladly give time to educational programs if and

when they could command the interest of a wide

listening public. Some advocated that special

channels on the air be reserved for educational

purposes. Others with equal force contended that

this would likely leave the educators with an air

channel but no listeners. Mr. Frank Ernest Hill

who has studied the question thoroughly for the

American Association for Adult Education urged
that the educational program be left with the

commercial interests with educators acting as

counsellors and critics.

Discussion groups were interested in practical

demonstrations of good educational programs, and

experiments that are now under way. Among the

most promising features that are now getting

recognition are :

1. The establishment of "Radio Workshops"
where educators are taught the best broadcasting

techniques. Those at New York University and

Ohio State University were cited.

2. The programs issued by the Office of Edu-

cation, such as Let Freedom Ring and This Brave

New World have attained first rank among pro-

grams now on the air. While put on as a work

project, they have become models for good script

and broadcasting .technique.

3. A Script Exchange, established by the Office

of Education, collects high grade scripts from

various sources and releases them to local com-

munities. One copy of each script will be sent to

any worthy organization free of charge and may
be used on local programs. They must not be sold

or commercialized, and extra copies if desired

must be made locally. These scripts are also used

in public speaking courses, broadcasting courses

and English classes.

4. Transcribed programs are being widely used

for local broadcasts. It was generally agreed that

In connection with this statement

regarding broadcasting by local

recreation departments we are pre-

senting material from the report
of a meeting at Chicago devoted to
a discussion of educational broad-

casting. It will throw light upon
some of the problems and consid-

erations involved in broadcasting.

transcription offers one of the

best solutions to the educational

problem. Colleges, schools and

social agencies are now making
their own transcriptions and re-

leasing them over local stations.

Equipment for making electri-

cal transcriptions is on the mar-

ket at reasonable rates.

5. Colleges and universities are perfecting their

presentations of educational material. Ohio State

University and Wisconsin University are among
the leaders.

6. Research projects are being conducted by
several colleges with grants from the foundations.

7. Special programs put on by such organiza-
tions as the American Medical Association, the

American Red Cross have been well received. The
American Medical Association program called

"Your Health" and addressed to junior and
senior high schools is of outstanding quality, and

commands adult listener interest.

8. America's Town Hall of the Air was fre-

quently cited as the most satisfactory type of edu-

cational program. The combination of contro-

versy with fairness has almost universal approval.

One-sided propaganda except perhaps in election

campaigns is to be deplored.

Certain facts came out of the discussion which

may be helpful to persons interested in broad-

casting recreation programs.

1. The radio industry will usually give time to

any worthy program of an educational nature, on
a short series basis. Further extensions will be

made if programs prove satisfactory.

2. It takes ten to twelve programs to establish

a program on the air.

3. Good broadcasting is expensive. One of the

best programs from the Office of Education costs

2,000 man hours for a half hour performance.

However, good programs are being put on with

more reasonable expenditure; e.g. Boy Scouts,

Y.M.C.A., P.T.A., American Medical Associa-

tion, Red Cross.

4. A radio "voice" is a vital part in listener ac-

ceptance. Knowing a subject does not assure its

going across. Persons should be selected for

broadcasting whose voices are known to be ac-

ceptable.

5. The "talk" is the most difficult thing to use

in getting listening interest. While drama is some-

(Continued on page 681)



Social Opportunity

through

The story of a small community whose

citizens wisely pooled their resources

that there might be recreation for all

IN

THE SUMMER of 1936 a small group of citi-

zens of Selinsgrove, Pennsylvania, a town of

3,000 population, realizing the need for play-

ground facilities, established a playground under

the leadership of a playground committee. This

committee functioned under the Department of

Public Instruction, assisted by a county super-

visor of the Recreation and Adult Education Di-

vision of the WPA.
From this one playground has developed a

flourishing community program.

Indoor Facilities Provided

With the approach of winter, the playground
committee looked about for indoor facilities for a

community leisure-time program for youth and

adults. A large unrented building was found

which offered possibilities. The officials of the

bank owning the building were interested in the

program proposed, as were the members of the

Borough Council. The cooperation of the bank

officials, councilmen and interested townspeople
resulted in the leasing of the building to the coun-

cil, which exempted the bank from taxes.

A Community Council Organizes

With facilities for a community center secured,

the next step was the enlargement of the play-

ground committee and the formation of a com-

munity council which became the board of di-

rectors of the community center. Represented on

the board were the following agencies : Board of

Education, Secondary School Faculty, Ministerial

Association, Red Cross, Rotary Club, American

Legion, Parent-Teacher Association, Fire Com-

pany, Ladies' Auxiliary of the Fire Company,
Women's Club, Triangle Club, Junior Women's

Club, Chamber of Commerce, Men's Federation

of Bible Classes, Girl and Boy Scout Committee.

A special community center committee consisting
of three members was appointed by the president
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By FREDERICK M. MACHAMER
Special Correspondent

Selinsgrove "Times"

of the Borough Council from that body. Thes
men are also members of the board of directors

Furthermore, to assure youth ample opportunil
to assist in planning the community prograr
each of the six Sunday Schools was invited tc

designate a young person to membership on the

board. Further representation of youth was prc

vided by having a boy and girl selected from eacl

of the junior and senior classes in the Secondai

School.

A Community Chest Organized
With this organization effected, attention was

next turned to finances. Funds were needed to

furnish the community center and meet expenses
incident to conducting a community program. The
solution this time was found in the organization
of a community chest. In this undertaking the

center joined with the local Boy Scouts, Girl

Scouts and the Mary Packer Hospital of Sunbury
which serves Selinsgrove.

Accordingly, a community chest organization
was set up and a three day campaign conducted.

This was purely a local affair conducted by eighty
volunteer workers and a local and unpaid di-

rector. The success of the venture is evidenced by
the result of the campaign. The goal set was

$2,000. At the end of the third day subscriptions

totaling $2,063 had been received, of which $1,760
had been paid in cash. Contributors numbered

725, including 161 secondary school students. A
separate chest organization was set up in the sec-

ondary school, thereby providing for youth to

share the experiences of their elders.

A lively spirit of cooperation and community
interest was everywhere manifested. Citizens
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realized that they could accomplish what many
thought was impossible if they set out together to

reach a common objective. The organization of

the community chest was also very significant

since it demonstrated how a community council

could function as a coordinating agency, thereby

eliminating duplication of effort in a community.

Developing a Community Program
The board of directors had set up a proposed

list of activities which it was hoped could be em-

bodied in the community leisure-time program.
This list included social and recreational music,

drama and pageantry, community athletics, play-

grounds, arts, crafts, hobbies, indoor community

physical recreation, safety supervision for bath-

ers, camping and nature lore, library and reading

room, public forums and youth activities.

Some of the accomplishments follow.

Amateur Radio and Junior Stamp Clubs. Shortly

after the opening of the center an amateur radio

club was organized with a membership of about

twenty-five men living within a ten mile radius,

the majority of them licensed operators. Meet-

ings were held weekly under expert volunteer

leadership. Youthful stamp collectors decided to

organize, following the example of senior phi-

latelists. About twenty-five boys and girls are now
members of the club which holds bimonthly meet-

ings and presents special programs.

Community Health Service. Following these ini-

tial developments came the establishment of a

community health service conference. This was

made possible through the cooperation of the

State Department of Health and a special com-

munity center committee on health service. Three

local physicians employed by the state serve in

four month relays. The work is under the super-

vision of the county nurse.

Weekly clinics are held in

the center.

Playgrounds. For the sec-

ond season the playground
for older boys and girls

was opened under the su-

pervision of WPA recrea-

tion leaders. To meet the

needs of younger children a

second playground was es-

tablished on the lawn in the

rear of the communty center.

A Bathing Beach. Possibly

most popular of the achieve-

From January 14-21, 1938, the Selinsgrove

community center celebrated the first an-

niversary of its official opening. On Jan-

uary 14th the center was crowded with a

group of citizens enjoying the first Par-

ent Education Association community card

party. Youth Day, which immediately fol-

lowed h introduced the first community
party and dance for young people spon-
sored by the Klub U Neek, a recently or-

ganized group of young men who meet each

week to discuss problems of interest to

youth. On the final day of the week the

board of directors of the center enter-

tained at dinner a number of local offic-

ials and special guests from out of town.

ments was the development of a community bath-

ing beach. To secure such facilities the center's

committee on safety for bathers investigated all

popular "ole swimmin' holes" in the vicinity and

chose the one considered most suitable. Through
volunteer labor and the cooperation of the Bor-

ough Council and town business men a beach was

developed. Swimming instruction was provided

by a senior life guard assisted by several junior
life guards, all volunteers. Attendance at the

beach was between iocr and 250 bathers daily

throughout the summer, and at the termination of

the season a water sports carnival was held.

Camp Selin Established. To provide youth of

the community with additional recreation during
the summer, a camp for boys was started by the

center's committee on camping and nature lore.

The boys, keenly interested, selected officers,

named a committee to purchase supplies, de-

termined camp routine, chose a name for the

camp and selected a camp site. On an island in

the middle of the Susquehanna nine boys, under

the leadership of a volunteer counsellor, enjoyed

camp life for six days, performing tasks which

many years ago were performed not as recreation

but as earnest labor by their forefathers on the

mainland a half mile away.
School Facilities Available. The completion of a

modern secondary school provides gymnasium fa-

cilities for a community indoor physical recreation

program for out-of-school youth and adults. In

preparing the schedule for the use of the gym-
nasium, the Board of Education, cooperating with

the center's committee on indoor physical rec-

reation, set aside two evenings a week when the

gymnasium would be available for the use of the

men and women of the community. The Board

of Education has also authorized the employment
of teachers to serve as

leaders of this program of

community indoor physical

recreation. Men and women,

many of whom are enjoy-

ing their initial experience
in this type of recreation,

are participating in increas-

ing numbers.

The recent school gradu-
ate is finding in this pro-

gram an opportunity to con-

tinue to enjoy recreation

activities learned in school.

Parents are enthusiastically
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sharing recreation experi-

ences enjoyed by their

children during the regular school session. The
school has enlarged the scope of its recreation

program so as to include the entire family. This

is a new experience in the life of the community
but one that is already effecting a change in the

interest of citizens in their school and the school

program.
Handcrafts. One of the proposed activities in

the winter program of the Junior Women's Club

was the provision of an opportunity for work in

handcrafts. Trained volunteer leadership was

found within the club's own group, and facilities

for their workshop were made available in the

community center. Members of the club were

eager to acquire skill in various types of hand-

crafts. As articles were completed, friends see-

ing them, frequently expressed the desire to have

a similar opportunity to receive instruction. As a

result of this interest consideration is now being

given to the possibility of providing opportunities

for instruction in handcrafts to persons not mem-
bers of the Junior Women's Club.

The Library. Through the interest of citizens

and the Parent-Teacher Association, a small li-

The game room of the center makes a special

appeal to the young people of the community
brary has been established

in the community center.

The demand for additional books and interest

in current reading material has become so

marked that plans are now being formulated,

through a special library committee of the cen-

ter to establish a community public library.

This committee has discovered several profes-

sionally trained librarians in the community
from whom valuable volunteer assistance can

be secured in organizing the library. A num-
ber of citizens have indicated a desire to con-

tribute books from their personal libraries and

a circulating library, consisting of fifty vol-

umes, is available from the State Library. A
special rental library is being introduced. The

community center will provide facilities for

housing the library and will also furnish per-

sonnel to take charge of the library. A special

room in which regulation library shelving has

been erected has been set aside to house the li-

brary, and adjoining space will be used for

reading rooms. Plans are being made for the

observance of a special book week when books

will be collected.

(Continued on page 681)



How
A SOUTHWESTERN city of 55,ooo with no

acres of mostly undeveloped park sites was
aftered within two years to merit the de-

scription of "the most attractive industrial city in

America," is the story of the activities of civic-

:onscious women in Port Arthur, Texas, in beau-

tifying their community and introducing a recrea-

tion program.
Port Arthur had started from "scratch" forty

years before, and although park sites had been

laid out in the plat of the town site, the city had

grown so rapidly that park development failed to

keep pace with population. Concerned over this

neglect of the parks, various women's o.ganiza-

tions began urging the City Council to do some-

thing toward improving the existing conditions.

An S.O.S. Goes to the Women!

Unfortunately, the effects of the depression

were still being felt. Handicapped 1"' curtailed

municipal revenue, the Council finally turned the

problem over to the women and in February

1935, a city Park Board was created composed of

five women from organizations which were among
those urging the necessity of a park beautification

program.
When the Board went into action most of the

city parks, particularly those in outlying areas,

were the sites of lush weed growths and in some

instances accumulations of refuse. There were a

few notable exceptions in the uptown areas where

various organizations over a period of years had

sponsored the development of particular parks

with attractive results. The Board called in these

organizations and a plan was worked out for co-

ordinating their activities. Members studied dusty

blueprints for park improvements that had piled

up at city hall and settled on a definite program
of intensive beautification and the installation of

such recreational devices as swimming pools, ten-

nis courts, playground equipment and the like.

Meanwhile, the City Council had appropriated

for the first year's operations the

munificent sum of $2,000. With this

fund the Board's first act was to

hire a park superintendent. Realiz-

ing that the money available would

be woefully inadequate for a com-

prehensive improvement program,

By J. C WATKINS
Chamber of Commerce

Port Arthur, Texas

the Board immediately went after aid from the

various work relief agencies of the federal gov-
ernment. Determined to do a thorough job, they
obtained projects from the WPA, the FERA, and
the NYA. Reaching all possible sources of man-

power, they obtained the work of city prisoners
and federal transient relief labor.

And They in Turn Call for Help !

The situation, through the efforts of the Board,
was dramatized in such a manner as to turn park

improvement into a community project. Aided

by liberal support from the press, the women
evoked a wide response when they asked for do-

nations of trees, flowers and shrubs for planting.
These were set out by the hundreds. Sympathetic
store managers donated materials and painters'

unions the manpower for painting all park struc-

tures. Concrete walks were laid in the parks,

wading pools reconditioned and put into opera-

tion, and shrubbery that had been allowed to grow
untended was trimmed and pruned.

Encouraged by this display of community and

governmental cooperation, the women not only

began making noticeable headway in improving

existing parks, but started the development of

new ones. One of the most unsightly places in

the city had been the abandoned site of an old

abattoir. Situated near a hospital, it long had been

an eyesore. The women determined to rectify this

situation by creating on the site a park which, ap-

propriately enough, was named "Pioneer." Work-

ing in cooperation with the American Legion, they
cleared this twenty-acre site of its piles of refuse,

graded it and filled in the areas occupied by two

The way to civic beautification through commurr

ity cooperation has undergone a laboratory test

and a most successful one in Port Arthur, Texas
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old reservoirs, laid shell drives through it and

planted trees and shrubs, converting it into an at-

tractive spot. Plans are now under way for the

construction of a swimming pool, baseball dia-

monds, tennis courts and other devices which will

turn the park into a recreation center.

A Recreation Program Is Initiated

The launching of a recreation program came as

an answer to a long-felt need. A WPA project

provided for the employment of a park recreation

supervisor and fourteen assistants. These, work-

ing under the direction of the Park Board, de-

veloped a program of supervised play in the parks,

with wiener roasts, Hallowe'en and May Day
parties, hobby shows, Christmas caroling, kite and

marble contests, sports tournaments and the like.

Police and probation officers attributed the drop
in juvenile delinquency to the development of

supervised play in the parks.

Outstanding among

park recreational ac-

tivities was the

establishment of

a Lend-a-Toy
headquarters.
When the Park

Department
broached the

idea, sympathetic

citizens, search-

ing their attics

and old trunks,

unearthed hun-

dreds of dis-

carded toys.
These were turn-

ed over to the

city firemen for

repairing and

painting, and

subsequently
placed in a build-

ing in one of the

parks. Children

obtained the sig-

natures of their

parents to cards

entitling them to

borrow toys in

the same manner

as library pa-
trons borrow

The Lend-a-Toy library is one of the activities which

has grown out of the campaign for parks and recreation

books. After enjoying the use of the toys for a

certain period, the children return them and take

out others. As a precautionary measure the play-

things are sterilized upon their return. This proj-

ect has been hailed as a complete success, since it

permits many children to play with toys that their

parents could not afford to buy for them.

Increased Funds Provided

The accomplishments of the Park Board have

convinced the City Council of its value.

The first year's appropriation of $2,000 was

doubled the next year, and in this, the third year
of operation, $19,000 has been allotted for the

project.

Furthermore, by the time civic leaders began

proposals for a large bond issue to finance a lake

front reclamation program and other communit

projects, the citizens had become so thoroughly

enthusiastic over parks and their improvement thz

much of the proceeds

of the proposed issue

was dedicate*

in advance to the

financing of

further recrea-

tion and beauti-

fication plans for

the park system.

More import-

ant than its act-

ual record of

park improve-
ment is the fact

that the Park

Board, through
its efforts, infect-

ed the entire

community with

the spirit of beau-

tification. Resi-

dents and home

owners, impress-

ed by the activity

around them, be-

gan purchasing .

and setting out

rose bushes,

shrubbery and
flowers on an un-

precedented

(Continued on

page 682)



Lighting of Outdoor Recreation Facilities

ow EXTENSIVELY are rec-

reation areas being light-

ed for night use? What
the types of facilities which

re being lighted? What addi-

ional facilities have been made

)ssible because of the light-

ig of areas and what has been

ic effect of lighting on at-

tendance? What is the gen-

Because of the increasing number of

inquiries being received regarding
the extent to which lighting is be-

ing provided on outdoor recreation

areas, the National Recreation Asso-

ciation sent approximately 300 ques-
tionnaires to recreation agencies in

various parts of the country. About
59 per cent of these questionnaires
were returned. Some of the findings
of the study are reported here.

eral practice throughout the

country regarding fees and charges?

These were some of the questions on which in-

formation was sought in a questionnaire sent to

about 300 recreation agencies, 178 of which

replied.

Dates of First Installations

One fact takes precedence in the findings. The

last four years have shown a tremendous increase

in the use of recreational facilities. Of the 112

agencies reporting the date when a lighted play

area was used for the first time, 36 per cent re-

ported first installations since the beginning of

1934. A number of installations were also made

during the four year period from 1927 through

1930, when 32 agencies reported lighting play

areas for the first time.

Approximately 59 per cent of all the new in-

stallations during the period 1932-1937 were in

cities of less than 50,000 population. Installations

in cities of this size represent-

ed 47 per cent of the total in-

stallations during the period

1927-1932 ; only 7 per cent for

the period 1922-1927; 21 per

cent for the period 1917-1922,

and 17 per cent during the

period 1912-1917. These fig-

ures indicate a distinct trend

toward the more widespread

use of lighted recreation areas

in the smaller cities.

Two cities, Chicago, Illinois, and Nashville,

Tennessee, report lighted recreation areas as early

as 1901. Whether these two cities can be consid-

ered the pioneers in the use of lighted areas can-

not be stated definitely, but it* is logical to assume

that 1901 is a close approximation to the date of

the first installation.

Numbers and Types of Lighted Facilities

Forty-two different types of lighted recreation

facilities were reported by the 140 agencies re-

porting facilities. Twenty-seven different types of

facilities were reported in use by two or more

agencies, and 19 different types by three or more.

Fifty-three agencies reported five or more dif-

ferent types of lighted facilities. Of this group

29 agencies or 55 per cent were located in seven

southern states and California. Inasmuch as only

34 per cent of the agencies reporting lighted fa-
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cilities are located in the southern states and Cali-

fornia, this would indicate a more extensive use

of a variety of lighted recreation facilities in those

parts of the country where climatic conditions

permit more intensive use of outdoor recreation

facilities.

Softball facilities were reported by the greatest

number of agencies. Seventy-six agencies re-

ported this type of facility. Fifty-nine agencies

reported lighted tennis courts and swimming

pools.

A total of 3,125 separate lighted recreation fa-

cilities was reported by the 140 agencies, an aver-

age of 22.3 per agency. Of this total, 1207 or 39

per cent were horseshoe courts, tennis courts and

ice skating areas. Horseshoe courts were most

numerous with a total of 472, and tennis courts

were next in number with a total of 422. The 19

types of lighted facilities reported in use by three

or more agencies are listed in Table I. The num-

ber of cities reporting each type and the number

of facilities of each type are also listed.

Sixteen agencies reported year-round use of

lighted playground areas such as children's play-

grounds and sections of neighborhood playfields

used for a variety of play activities. One hundred

and forty-nine of these general areas were re-

ported, an average of 9.5 areas per agency. Four-

teen of the 16 agencies are located in the southern

states and California.

Number and Types of Lighted Recreation Facilities

(116 Agencies)

Number of
Agencies

Type of Facility Reporting

Softball Diamonds 76

Tennis Courts 59

Swimming Pools 59

Horseshoe Courts 55

Football Fields 51

Ice Skating Areas 44

Neighborhood Playgrounds... 43

Volley Ball Courts 33

Picnic Areas 31

Baseball Diamonds 24

Bathing Beaches 23

Shuffleboards 11

Handball Courts 11

Toboggan Slides 11

Bowling Greens 11

Basketball Courts 10

Croquet Courts 6

Archery Ranges 5

Roque 4

Effects of Lighting on Attendance

Playgrounds and General Play Areas. Out of the

44 agencies reporting lighted playgrounds and

No. of Facilities



Your Museum

(HERE ARE many types of children," says
Miss Ruth V. Weierheiser in an article,

The Child and His Museum. "In order to

ittract a large percentage without coercion, there

uist be great variation and flexibility in pro-

ims, activities and materials used. Some boys
id girls enjoy collecting things; others like to

draw and model; still others wish to explore in

the open. The well-rounded science museum pro-

gram will have a little of each of these, and there

will be no urging for the boy or girl to enter any
one of them. Just let one group of children look

in on another group and no advertising will be

necessary !"

A Visit to the Museum
Of course there must be an

introduction. Since 1901 the

Buffalo Society of Natural

Sciences has offered docentry
and lecture service to the

school children of the city.

There are two ways to do

this; either a lecturer plus

slides and exhibits visits the

schools or the school pupils

visit the museum. After try-

ing both methods the latter was found to be far

better. i

The Department of Education of the city of

Buffalo maintains a dozen buses which primarily

are used for the transportation of the crippled

children to and from their special school. As

soon as the crippled children are deposited a cer-

tain number of buses are used to bring children

from the public and parochial schools to the mu-

seum. The public school pupils arrive between

9 130 and 10 :oo in the morning and leave at 1 1 130.

Parochial pupils arrive at 12 145, departing at

2 :oo. The attendance runs about 200 children in

the morning and 100 in the afternoon. In the

autumn the fifth and sixth graders are brought to

the museum. The fourth and seventh graders have

their programs after the first of February.

As the boys and girls arrive a visit to the cloak

room comes first, after which each group is as-

signed to either the Humboldt room or the audi-

torium for the first portion of the program. This

consists of a short talk illustrated with slides.

"Do recreation workers make adequate
use of their local museums?" Not all

cities, to be sure, have museums, but

where such facilities are available they
have much to offer children and young
people attending playgrounds and rec-

reation centers. An idea of the vari-

ety of services which may be offered is

to be gleaned from the October issue of

Hobbies, the magazine of the Buffalo

Museum of Science which has an outstand-

ing program. We present a few extracts

from articles appearing in this issue.

The work is already familiar to them as they have

had silent reading forms plus a glossary and a

game in their schools on the preceding day. After

the lecturer has completed her part of the pro-

gram, each class is conducted on a hour's tour of

the main exhibition halls under the personal guid-
ance of a trained docent.

The Story Hour

The museum's junior program during the

child's leisure time is entirely different from any
contacts he may make with the museum when he

is attending school. First, he is governed a great

deal by age, but he also has

the advantage of being able

to make choices for himself.

One of our oldest junior ac-

tivities is story hour held in

the auditorium every Satur-

day morning at 10:30 from

October through April. Only
children between the ages of

six and twelve are eligible to

register. Programs consist of

nature stories and facts il-

lustrated with slides and mo-

tion pictures. Over 800 girls

and boys register annually for story hour. At-

tendance records are kept by means of a badge

system, each child having his own number and

badge. A dozen older boys and girls who are still

in story hour act as assistants and are known as

"blue badgers" because of the extra blue satin in-

signia that they wear.

After School Classes

It is from story hour that many recruits are

obtained for the later afternoon and Saturday

classes. The regular classes cover such topics as

American Indians, astronomy, birds, botany, trees,

reptiles, minerals, geology, wild flowers, mammals,

sea life, invertebrates and meteorology. Note-

books are kept in classes and much crayon work

is done, mimegraphed outlines often being colored

from the object itself, especially if it is a bird or

mammal. Each class meets once a week and aver-

ages twenty-seven lessons throughout the autumn,

winter and spring.
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Learning Becomes a Game

In addition to the classes and children's story

hour, there are twelve sets of game questions

which are enjoyed by the boys and girls who are

in fifth grade or beyond. Each set of game cards

is printed on a different colored stock. The ques-

tions are based on the factual material contained

in the exhibit labels. To play, the child finds the

answer, learns it and then awaits his turn to recite

it to an instructor. If he gives a satisfactory an-

swer he proceeds to the next question. In April

all pupils who have completed sets are requested

to appear for a review of each set they have

finished.

Museum credits are granted for the completion

of certain goals in the various activities. In story

hour a member receives three museum credits if

he has been present twenty or more times. In

classes he receives three credits if he has been

present at twenty or more sessions and has a com-

pleted notebook. Each game set completed and

reviewed orally nets one credit to the player. Two
credits are awarded in the class for juniors, the

Roosevelt Field Club and the Craft Club. Again
the credits are based on work completed or num-
ber of times present or both. The same is true of

the nature sketching hobby clubs and the museum

appreciation course for juniors.

Any child accumulating twenty credits is in-

vited to be present at a special program toward

the end of April when he receives a diploma. Or
if he has reached the forty credit mark he is pre-

sented with a silver medal and a membership in

the society until he is twenty-one years of age.

We have recently had to add another goal to the

Sketching appeals to children

of all ages from six years up

series that of the sixty credit

mark which carries an award of

a handmade gold pin.

Clubs of All Kinds

Have you ever dipped tadpoles

out of a stream with a strainer

and carried them home in a fruit

jar? Have you ever caught and

tamed a snake so that it would

sun itself in your hands? These

are a few of the field activities of

the members of the Roosevelt Field Club now in

its nineteenth year of existence. Outside of the

public school program it is our oldest junior ac-

tivity. There are between two and three hundred

members each year ranging in ages from ten to

eighteen who pay small annual dues. Ten trips

afield are conducted every spring and autumn,

private buses being used for transportation to and

from the museum. During the winter months in-

door illustrated lectures on "How to Become a

Young Naturalist" are presented in the audi-

torium on Saturday afternoons.

The Junior Hobby Club, now in its tenth year,

is a group of a dozen boys and girls of high

school age who meet weekly in the Roosevelt

Field club room. They publish a mimeographed

magazine three times a year in which articles and

commentaries by' the members appear, based

mostly on the activities of the museum. The sale

of magazines at five cents each keeps this club in-

dependent and gives the members a taste of the

business world, especially the publishing and

writing field.

Believing that many children have latent talents

in modeling and other types of handcraft, such

groups have been fostered on Saturday after-

noons. This year's group is a craft club to which

admittance is gained by ability in drawing or

modeling regardless of physical age. Wax model-

ing, clay modeling, plasticine work, leaf printing,

casting in plaster and soap carving are some of the

projects that have been worked out.

There is quite a difference in a club and a class

at the museum. The attendance requirements are

about the same for both, but completed notebooks.
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ire demanded in the classes and not in the clubs.

The club meetings are most informal and no re-

dews, either oral or written, are included in the

:lub programs.

Sketch Club Popular

Knowing that a science museum provides a

wealth of resources for art students, a sketch club

for juniors was inaugurated seven years ago. Not

)nly has this activity proved a hobby for many
talented children but it has also proved another

use for museum materials. There are now two

junior divisions in sketching. The junior group
meets Tuesdays and Thursdays after school and

is composed of all ages from six years up. The

museum lends the sketchers camp stools and draw-

ing boards. They either bring their own supplies

or purchase them at cost at the museum. Pencil

and colored chalks have been most popular as

media of expression. The registration averages

500 annually with an average attendance of 75 to

100 at each session. Participants may sketch any
exhibit in which they are interested. Criticisms

are given by the instructor. From this junior

group have been gleaned some above average

workers who have been invited to come on Sat-

urday mornings and join the Honorary Nature

Sketching Hobby Club. The bulk of this group is

composed of five pupils sent each year from the

freshman high school art classes who attend year

after year until they are beyond the teen age

group. Each May an exhibit is held of the best

work of both the sketching groups.

Music Appreciation

Six years ago junior

music appreciation was

begun by sending a set of

five tickets to every pub-

lic, private and parochial

school in the city. The

schools in turn picked

their own best music pu-

pils from the sixth, sev-

enth and eighth grades

and sent them to the mu-

seum on Saturday after-

noons. These courses

have consisted of types

of music, lives of great

musicians, kinds of na-

tional music and works

of the greatest compos-

ers. The pupils make up their own notebooks,

for credits are based on completed notebooks and

attendance records. The courses have been in

charge of competent music teachers, and the pro-

grams are illustrated by artists and by phono-

graph records.

Other articles in the October issue of Hobbies

tell of additional activities in the museum. Each

Wednesday at 3 :oo P.M. for a period of six months,

from November through April, the museum con-

ducts travel talks. A sampling of the travel talk

titles includes the following: Along the Coast of

California ; Honolulu, Crossroads of the Pacific ;

Storm Centers of European Diplomacy the

Mediterranean, the Danube and Geneva; Sunlit

Norway; Farming in India; the Present Status

of Palestine; the City of Washington; Monu-

ments of Ancient Egypt; Syrian Development

Through the-Eye of the Movie Camera.

The museum has an active music program. It

offers facilities for people to write music, play

music and listen to music. There is a Students'

symphony orchestra which provides an oppor-

tunity for students, amateurs and professionals

who desire practice in symphony orchestral play-

ing. There is a chorus of mixed voices. The mu-

seum sponsors appearances of the Buffalo sym-

phony orchestra and conducts courses in music ap-

preciation. The Carnegie College music set is

(Continued on page 684)

Over 800 boys and girls oF Buffalo register

annually for the Saturday morning story hour

Courtesy



AN
IMMENSE mov-

able stage, be-

lieved to be the

only one of its kind in

the world, has made

possible the convert-

ing at will of Ran-

dall's Island Stadium,

New York City, into an outdoor theater.

Impressed by the public's appreciation of out-

door dramatic performances, as demonstrated at

Jones Beach and elsewhere, officials of the New
York City Park Department and the Works Prog-

ress Administration decided to construct a stage

at Randall's Island Stadium. The continual

scheduling of athletic events at this stadium, how-

ever, made it necessary to plan a mobile stage that

could be rolled off the field before athletic con-

tests, and on again when it was desired to stage

an operetta or other dramatic performance.

The problem of making the stage mobile was

solved by designing an undercarriage mounted on

212 pneumatic-tired wheels. The stage, finally

constructed, is a sort of mechanical leviathan on

wheels. Complete with dressing rooms, it weighs,

when empty, about 160 tons. Mounted on a steel

frame, it has walls of press-

A mechanical "leviathan on wheels" is

the new movable stage at Randall's Is-

land Stadium, in the construction of

whichWPA of NewYorkCitycooperated
with the Park Department of the city.

two layers of yellow

pine. The stage proper

measures 140 feet

across at the proscen-

ium arch and has a

depth of 90 feet. The

stage of the New York

Hippodrome, common-

ly referred to when large stage dimensions are

under discussion, measures only 55 feet front and

45 feet deep.

One large tractor can pull the huge stage across

the 500 feet of stadium in something less than a

half hour. Each of the stage's 212 wheels has

special screw adjustment whereby it can be indi-

vidually raised or lowered while the stage is it

motion. This arrangement is necessary so that

variation in the level of the field will not shift the

immense weight of the stage onto the support oi

only a few wheels.

Audiences totaling more than 200,000 persons
attended operettas presented on the movable stage

at Randall's Island Stadium during the 1937 sea-

son. A new electrical acoustic system makes it

possible for the audience of 8000 persons to hear

the performance as easily as if they were seated in

a small indoor theater. Such

wood and is floored with
It would take an immense cast to crowd this

movable stage at Randall's Island Stadium!

(Continued on page 685)
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With the American Municipal
Association

THE
AMERICAN MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION at its

fourteenth annual convention in October, 1937,

passed several resolutions that are of special .in-

terest to readers of RECREATION.

In 1935 the National Resources Committee, in

response to numerous requests, appointed an Ur-
ban Committee to investigate the role of Ameri-
can urban communities in the economy of the

nation. That Committee filed in 1937 its report
entitled "Our Cities Their Role in the National

Economy." The American Municipal Association

urges upon the President and the Congress of the

United States the immediate drafting and enact-

ment of legislation to implement the recommen-
dations of the report of the Urban Committee.

Such legislation would call for :

1. Establishment by the Federal Government of a
division or section of urban information which
would serve as a central depository and clear-

ing house of all information about urban com-
munities now collected by all governmental
agencies on all levels and by authoritative

private organizations.

2. The establishment by the Federal Government
of a division or section of urban research which
would perform for urban communities func-
tions comparative to those now performed for

rural communities by the Department of

Agriculture.

The Association also offered resolutions of ap-

preciation to the United States Office of Educa-

tion and to the Advisory Committee on Education

for making possible present training opportuni-
ties and urged the continuation of such construc-

tive leadership in this field. This reference was

to provisions of the George-Deen Act, passed in

1936 and implemented by appropriations in 1937,

providing $12,000,000 for vocational education

in the fields of agriculture, trades, and industries,

home economics, the distributive occupations and

for the training of teachers in these various fields.

Practically every state in the Union has initiated

such training programs as funds have become

available.

One of the objectives of the American Mu-

nicipal Association and the State Leagues of Mu-

nicipalities is to raise the standards of municipal

administration. Therefore the Association urges
the selection of the most competent workers

available for municipal administration, entrance

into the service and promotion therein being based

With the American Shore and
Beach Preservation Association

THE
EVER INCREASING popularity of beach rec-

reation requires the establishment of kiore

large state and federal beach playgrounds such as

Jones Beach along our ocean, gulf and lake shores,

according to speakers who addressed the mid-

year meeting of the American Shore and Beach

Preservation Association, held in September in

Chicago.

Some significant developments were cited. The

Chicago Regional Planning Association has rec-

ommended the joint acquisition by Illinois, Wis-
consin and the Federal Government of from three

to twelve miles of beach front on Lake Michigan,
about forty miles north of Chicago, and about the

same distance south of Milwaukee. The construc-

tion of such a park with adequate facilities would,
it is believed, serve both these large cities and re-

lieve the strain on the highly residential shore

suburbs just north of Chicago. George T. Dono-

ghue, general superintendent of the Chicago Park

District, stated that the Park District hopes to

secure the entire Chicago lake front in public

ownership and eventually to convert it into beach

for its entire length, with the exception of chan-

nel openings to yacht harbors and lagoons.

J. Spencer Smith, president of the Association,

discussed America's shore fronts as a common

heritage and as a recreational asset belonging to

the whole nation and not merely to those citizens

or communities who held title at the waterfront.

He said : "The communities or people directly en-

joying the riparian rights are essentially trustees

and their actions and attitudes should be those of

trustees. Our waterfronts are a common heritage

and are a part of all the land and not just of that

portion to which they are attached. If this be so

then the people occupying all the land have an in-

herent right to these shore fronts. Our vision

must be enlarged if we are to understand and

avail ourselves of the many benefits nature has

blessed us with. We cannot afford to be narrow
in our outlook or we will deny to ourselves and

our neighbors some of the choicest fruits of our

present day civilization."

solely upon merit. The Association insists that if

municipalities are to attract and hold the most

competent personnel the executives and legisla-

tive officials of the United States should give fa-

(Continued on page 685)



You Asked for It!

Question: We have had great difficulty in our

swimming pool program, and we have been work-

ing on the plan of two admission fees one for

adults and one for children in denning what is

meant by "children." Our difficulty lies in the

fact that no matter what definition we set up
there are always individuals who attempt to get

by on the cheaper rate. How can this difficulty

be met?

Anszver: In the municipal swimming pools in

Birmingham we have nothing to say about age.

We paint a line on the wall of the entrance lobby

in all bathhouses where it can be plainly seen by
the cashier, and where there is a question he has

the persons stand against the wall. If they are

be!6w this line we call them children and admit

them at children's prices. If they are taller they

pay the adult price. It has eliminated all argu-

ments ; one is either over or under.

Of course, you have the problem of the over-

developed child to consider, but when you do not

state anything about ages that is not very serious.

We consulted our local Board of Health and their

statistics showed that a twelve year old boy and

a thirteen year old girl, under normal conditions,

averaged sixty inches in height. We have adopted

that standard as our dividing line. Any child

under sixty inches is admitted at children's price

and any person over sixty inches pays the adult

admission. It proves very satisfactory here and

may be of help to some city facing the same prob-

lem. From R. S. Marshall, Superintendent of

Parks and Recreation, Birmingham, Alabama.

Note: RECREATION wall be very glad indeed to

receive comments on Air. Marshall's plan and to

know of the experience of other cities in meeting

this problem.

Question : Week-ends at 'our college appear to

be the time for girls to leave Friday afternoon

and arrive back Monday morning. I feel that if

we had a recreation program planned ahead we
would benefit greatly. What have you to suggest ?

From a State Teachers College in Massachusetts.

Answer: The most important step in intiating

a program of recreation is to discover the real

recreational interests of the girls. Otherwise, no

matter how varied a program you offer it will not

be successful. The problem of providing recrea-
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tional opportunities for both men and women
should be given consideration in any program for

girls of college age. Co-recreational activities need

not be limited to parties and dances, but if a pro-

gram is to be really satisfactory for the girls it

should provide ample opportunities for associa-

tion with young men.

At a meeting of the American Physical Educa-

tion Association held in New York there was an

interesting discussion on the subject of co-recrea-

tion in schools, colleges and universities. In an-

swer to the first question asked, "How did you
start your co-recreation program?" a number of

suggestions were offered. At one college the pro-

gram started with a folk dancing class to which

each girl was asked to invite a young man. The

girls demonstrated the dances and then the entire

group took part. In another educational institu-

tion girls were allowed to entertain young men at

the physical education building on certain eve-

nings during the week. Ping-pong and other table

and floor games were played. At still another

college the girls were allowed to invite their

young men friends to a mixed swimming party.

After the swim mixed groups played Badminton

and other games. A tennis tournament in mixed

doubles was the means of starting co-recreation

activities in one school. At a junior high school

co-recreation clubs were organized in deck tennis,

archery and ping-pong.

In answer to the question, "What activities ap-

peal to mixed groups?" a number of suggestions

were offered. Tennis, volley ball, Badminton,

ping-pong, golf, archery, horseback riding, horse-

shoe pitching, skating, bowling in fact, practi-

cally any activity not involving physical contact

was recommended. The report of one college

showed that one of the most popular activities was

winter sports, including indoor skating, tobog-

ganing and skiing. One delegate stated that a

study of fifteen clubs showed that many programs
for mixed groups were being sponsored by student

organizations, and the range of activities was

practically unlimited. Picnics, canoeing and rid-

ing were unusually popular.

In Partners in Play, published by the National

Recreation Association, suggestions are offered

(Continued on page 685)
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WITH the construc-A Skating Rink for . e

_,, tion of a new school
Glencoe

building, school au-

thorities of Glencoe,

Minnesota, with assistance from WPA and NYA,
devised a plan for providing a recreation area.

Adjacent to the site of the school was an un-

sightly ravine and gully cutting across the city.

With the excavation of the new school plant an

additional big cut of dirt was made and hauled

into the ravine, leveling it off completely. The

ground was properly dished for holding water

and adequately tiled, leaving two top surface man-

holes for draining the grounds. The area was a

block by half a block in size. The manholes were

plugged and the field was wetted down with the

first good freezing weather. Before Christmas

there was ice to the depth of six inches. Hot wa-

ter was used successfully to fill in cracks and

rough places in the ice. A large warming house

was built on wheels so that it could be hauled out

to the football field in the fall for use as a dress-

ing hut. Electric lights on twelve high poles

lighted the rink during evening hours.

A New Park

Created

BY the will of the late

George Horace Lori-

mer, retired editor of

the Saturday Evening

Post, 500 acres stretching along both banks of

Pennypack Creek in Abington Township were

left to Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, for use

as a park.

The Camden County
Park Commission

THE Camden County,

New Jersey, Park

Commission has issued

in book form a report

of its work from November 1926 to January 1937.

The report is an outstanding record of the de-

velopment of a comprehensive county park sys-

tem. The book, which is beautifully illustrated

with park scenes, is particularly interesting in

showing the extent to which citizens have had a

part in initiating and guiding the development.

The appointment of the commission and the de-

velopment of the park system grew out of the

efforts of the Camden County Park Association,

.a group of prominent public-spirited citizens. A

number of these leaders were appointed to the

original official commission. Another item of in-

terest is the extent to which the park system has

benefited from gifts of land. A list of 114 in-

dividuals and groups who have donated land is

included in the report.

Toyeries for

Pittsburgh

FOR the past two

years the Bureau of

Recreation, Board of

Public Works, Pitts-

burgh, Pennsylvania, in cooperation with the

Pittsburgh Playground Society, the Community
Fund and the National Council of Jewish Women,
has sponsored toyeries where children may bor-

row toys once a week. There are now five such

toyeries in different sections of the city, and hun-

dreds of children come to these centers every Sat-

urday morning to return and borrow toys.

Voters Favor

Recreation

THE voters in Can-

ton, Ohio, in a recent

election renewed the

tax levy for the local

recreation program. Only a 65 per cent majority
of the votes cast was required to carry the mea-

sure, but the citizens showed their faith in the

recreation program by a 71 per cent favorable

vote. At Cleveland Heights, Ohio, the school levy

passed carrying with it a commitment of the local

school board to support the recreation program,

especially for the summer playground and other

activities which serve primarily children and

young people.

A State Conference on

Public Recreation

THE second annual

State Conference on

Public Recreation

sponsored by the Ad-

visory Committee on New Jersey Public Recrea-

tion was held October 2Oth in Trenton, New Jer-

sey. The conference was based on the question,

"How Can Public Recreation Serve and Meet the

Needs of New Jersey ?" The morning session con-

sidered public recreation from a number of an-

gles, as "A Necessary Department in Municipal

Government," "A Factor in the Readjustment of

the Individual," and "A Factor in the Prevention

of Anti-Social Behavior." In the afternoon the

673
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president of the Printing Pressmen's and Assist-

ants' Union of Newark, New Jersey, spoke on

"Public Recreation and Its Relation to Labor."

There followed a symposium of six speakers con-

sidering "Recreation For Youth Agencies," "For

Women's Organizations," "For Parent-Teacher

Associations," "For Rural Groups," "For Educa-

tional Groups" and "For Colored Groups." "Ob-

jectives of State, County and Community Recrea-

tion" were also, discussed by a member of the staff

of the National Recreation Association. The din-

ner session included an address of welcome by the

Governor of New Jersey, a talk on "The State of

New Jersey and Public Recreation" by the Con-

sultant Director of the New Jersey State Plan-

ning Board and a talk on "Public Recreation, Its

Place in American Life Today" by a staff mem-

ber of the National Recreation Association.

Winter Activities in Akron The Depart-

ment of Recreation of Akron, Ohio, reports

through the Recreation Resume that the fourteen

winter recreation centers in operation have a total

registration this year far exceeding that of last

year. Activities include athletics, dramatics, art,

quiet games, instruction in social and tap dancing

and in sewing, woodworking and similar crafts.

The average attendance per center per night is

approximately 400 boys and girls. Adult groups

are also using rooms for forums, music and social

recreation.

Reduced Rates for Golf Each year starting

November 1st residents of Union County, New

Jersey, may play golf at Galloping Hill for 5

cents any day of the week ; out-of-town players

are required to pay double this amount. On each

fair Sunday and holiday during November be-

tween 200 and 300 persons used the course. All

the facilities at the club house with the exception

of the restaurant are made available for the use

of the golfers.

Physical Training in Great Britain Acord-

ing to a summary of the report of the British

Board of Education appearing in the London
Times, increasing attention is being given to pro-

vision of greater playground space for outdoor

physical exercises and of playing fields for or-

ganized games, especially for the older children.

During the nine months ended December 31, 1936,

the additional acreage of land acquired by local

education authorities for these purposes was

greater than that in either of the two preceding

financial years. Other means of promoting health

and physical development included camp schools

and holiday camps. The growth of the camp
movement is indicated by figures showing that the

amount expended upon it by local education au-

thorities had grown from over 31,000 in 1933-34

to an estimated sum of 50,700 for 1935-36.

A Recreation Association of Government

Employees Employees of the Department of

the Interior and affiliated agencies have organized

under the name of "Interior Department Recrea-

tion Association" for the purpose of promoting
and encouraging "social and athletic activity to the

end that there may exist between the employees
of the department a feeling of good fellowship

and a realization of their common interests and

purpose." Membership fees of $1.00 entitle em-

ployees to all the privileges and advantages offer-

ed by the association which include recreational

opportunities of many types. A mimeographed

monthly publication known as the I.D.R.A. News
carries information regarding developments and

news of interest to members.

San Francisco Holds a Hobby Show San

Francisco's first annual community hobby show,

conducted under the auspices of the Recreation

Commission from November I4th through the

2 ist at the Museum of Art, was of a strictly ama-

teur nature with no commercial exhibits. There

were no registration or admission fees. Initiated

by a proclamation of Mayor Rossi, all San Fran-

ciscans and their friends were invited to partici-

pate. The splendid spirit of cooperation engen-
dered resulted in the participation of the Museum
of Art, the School Department, the Public Li-

brary, many social and civic groups and well-

known hobbyists. Helen Wills Moody designed
the official posters. The preview held for ex-

hibitors and their friends on November I4th at-

tracted 1,026 people, while the final afternoon's

count was recorded as 1,823. The space granted
for hobby show purposes by the museum included

the beautiful central court and the adjoining cor-

ridor. Sixty-five types of representative hobby
interests were given space. Only fractions of large

exhibits could be accepted and it was necessary
to decline many exhibits because of lack of space.

Four "finest in the world" collections were ex-

hibited. Subjects included rare and fine book-

bindings, natural history, models, needlecraft,
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weaving and varied collections. Daily demonstra-
tions in arts and crafts gave vitality to exhibits

and proved a valuable feature.

Flower Show Draws Crowd More than

17,000 people visited the annual chrysanthemum
and begonia show conducted by the Horticultural

Department in the greenhouses at Branch Brook
Park of the Essex County Park Commission. The
Recreation Department of the Commission was

among the non-commercial exhibitors in the

"fair" conducted by the Physical Education De-

partment of the New Jersey State Teachers' As-
sociation at the thirty-eighth annual convention

held in Atlantic City in November.

Leisure for Townspeople From Warsaw,
Poland, comes a booklet, "Leisure for Townspeo-
ple," published by the Institute for Social Prob-
lems. The author has listed the following forms
of recreational activities: organization of health

camps and excursions; facilities for week-end

outings; city planning connected with the prob-
lems of recreation; allotments; the relationship
of housing problems to the use of leisure; art in

the home; handicrafts; education in art and

music; intellectual and moral education; physical

training, and recreation for children. He cites

the following as fundamental: (i) a common
plan linking together recreational agencies work-

ing on individual lines; (2) the adaptation of lei-

sure facilities to the needs of individuals and of

social groups; (3) the participation of workers

and employees in recreational planning and or-

ganization, and (4) suitable and qualified leader-

ship.

Street Play Fatal to Children According to

the September 1937 News Letter of the Michigan

Juvenile Delinquency Information Service, chil-

dren playing in the street contributed 1,410 or 8.7

per cent of the 16,160 pedestrians killed by auto-

mobiles in the United States in 1936 and 41,940
or 14.3 percent of the 293,350 pedestrians injured.

A Playground in Athens Kaissariani Play-

ground in Athens, Greece, is meeting a real need.

Operated under the supervision of the minister of

physical education, it was first organized by the

Near East Foundation as a part of its demonstra-

tion program in child and community welfare ac-

tivities. It is the only playground in the country

adequately equipped and properly organized as a

C-R-A-C-K!

. . . The speed
camera catches
the crushing im-
pact as slugging
bat flattens on-
coming ball. This

happens every
time a soft ball is

batted. No won-
der ordinary soft

balls lose their
shape, break
stitches, open
seams, split cov-
ers! Read why the
Voit stitch-less,
seam'ess soft ball,
with its one-piece
composition cover
permanently vul-
canized to the
center, goes "back
to round" in-
stantly outwears
any horsehide
made, outperforms
all other softballs!

Official in Every Respect
You'll agree it's the perfect Soft Ball-

Its smooth-grained one-piece compo-
sition cover, scientifically treated to

insure correct rebound, has no stitches

to rip, wear or tear out. And, since
the seams are only reproduced, the
ball is tougher, longer wearing. Cover,

being vulcanized to the cemented
center by an exclusive VOIT process,
is a permanent part of the ball

cover-and-center become virtually a
one-piece unit that cannot loosen,

stretch, or slip. Comes in three cen-

ters: All-Kapok, Cork-and-Wool,Kapok-
and-Wool. Pure white, perfect for

night play. Washable. Weather-and-
waterproof will neither take on nor
lose weight, crack, dry out, or harden.

Write Dept. R for New Catalog.

W.J. VOIT RUBBER CORP.

model field where hundreds of children and young

people may enjoy outdoor games. The director of

physical education is very enthusiastic about the

project and efforts are being made to open up
similar playgrounds in other sections of the

country.

Hobby Riders A North Carolina newspaper

reports that after questioning 2,106 high school

students, Dr. George E. Davis of the University

of Iowa has concluded that a person with several

hobbies is smarter than those with none. Dr.

Davis found that smarter pupils tend to have a

greater number of hobbies than those with less

intelligence.

A New Home for a Detroit Settlement

Franklin Street Settlement of Detroit, Michigan,

after fifty-seven years of service is building a new

$200,000 home on a site donated by Mr. and Mrs.

Edsel Ford. The settlement will have not only

facilities for its regular work but also living quar-

ters for resident students who are working for

advanced degrees in social work. The grounds of

the two story building will provide all facilities
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BEADS
World's Best Quality
at Lowest Prices.1

^^^^^^"i^""^"^^^^^"^^^^"^^" 1^
Make your own Beaded Bags, Belts, Bracelets, Necklaces, Gips,
Hot-Plote Mats, Coasters, Wall Placques, etc. The new, ea$y-to-

follow, Walco Instruction and Design Booklets are available

at lOc per copy. Send for them NOW and get Sample Cards
of Actual Beads FREE.

D WOOD BEADCRAFT
INDIAN BEADCRAFT

D TILE BEADCRAFT
Q CUBE BEADCRAFT

Check the Beadcrafts in which you are interested and send lOc

for each Instruction and Design Booklet desired (Bead samples
included) or if you prefer, send for our FREE LITERATURE de-

scribing the various Beadcrafts.

WALCOBEADCO. DEPT.TR-8 37W. 37TH ST.,N.Y.C.

EDUCATIONAL USEFUL 'FASCINATING

necessary for a modern community program. In

one wing there will be a fully equipped gym-
nasium and bowling alley. Another will be oc-

cupied by the auditorium with a connecting
kitchen and service rooms. On the ground floor

there will be club and game rooms and classrooms

for metal work, wood carving, sewing, cooking
and laundry work. On the second floor a com-

pletely equipped nursery and nursery school will

care for preschool age boys and girls, and living

quarters will be provided for six staff members
as well as ten resident students. Today the work

A Handbook of Private Schools
2 1st Edition, May 1937, ! 184 pages,
4000 schools, 250 illustrations, 14

maps, round corners, silk cloth, $6.00
STRUTHERS HURT in the December Forum and

Century "As to the accredited upper class, if you
wish to find out more about its secondary education,
you can do no better than to read Sargent's Hand-
book of Private Schools; 21st edition. This is as

necessary to the well-to-do parent as a marriage cer-

tificate. ... A mine of pergnant quotations."
UPTON SINCLAIR, Pasadena, California "I went

through your book with great amusemnt. It seems to

me one of the most picturesque things in America."
MARGARET MEAD, Bajoeng Cede, Bali, Netherlands

Indies "I can think of no better way of measuring
the changes which have occurred in educational

thought since leaving the United States, almost two
years ago, than a glimpse into your Handbook."

A BRIEF SCHOOL GUIDE
Lists the more important Boarding Schools and Junior
Colleges. 2d Edition. 1937, 132 pages, 700 schools,

14 maps, 97 illustrations, cover in color.

Single copy 25 cents.

THE SUMMER CAMP GUIDE
A Guide to the 400 better private camps for boys and
girls. 2d Edition, 1937, 96 pages, 8 maps, 82 illus-

trations, cover in color. Single copy 25 cents.

Write for Table of Contents.

PORTER SARGENT
11 BEACON STREET BOSTON, MASS.

of the settlement is divided into three main di-

visions the day nursery, the summer camp, and

group and club work.

New Municipally Owned Auditoriums

Forty-eight cities ranging in size from Primrose,

Nebraska, with a population of 210, to Kansas

City, Missouri, with its population of almost

400,000, built municipal auditoriums in 1936 or

1937 with the assistance of PWA grants, accord-

ing to an article in the September issue of Public

Management. Only twelve of these cities are over

10,000 and seventeen have less than 1,000 popula-
tion. The article, entitled "New Municipally
Owned Auditoriums," describes the facilities pro-

vided and gives information regarding manage-
ment, financial policy, rate policies and rates. The
article states that municipal auditoriums are re-

garded in many cities as essential civic undertak-

ings and not as revenue-producing enterprises.

"In fact, in many cities no attempt is made to

make the auditorium pay its way; some officials

hold that a public building which is attractive and

frequently used as the social, recreational, civic

and cultural center of the town should be sup-

ported, in part at least, from tax funds."

The Hiking Year The Municipal Hiking
Club sponsored by the Recreation Department of

the Minneapolis Park Board is to be congratulated

on its sixteenth Year Book, an unusually attrac-

tive issue. The Club's activities for each month
of the year are recorded. Delightful pictures ac-

companying each month's events will recall happy
memories to the campers long after the trips

themselves are past history.

The Amusement Industry
(Continued from page 642)

shows that such expenditures are once again on

an upward trend.

Total receipts of all amusement places ot

$699,031,000 in the latter year, compare with

$530,218,000, in the former, or an increase of 34

per cent; total cost of production in the motion

picture industry has already been shown to have

increased in these two years 57 per cent and the

value of radio production 65 per cent. During the

past year, comparable statistics are not available

but the internal revenue receipts on theater and

other admissions showed, for the fiscal year 1936,

an increase of 1 1 per cent over those of the fiscal
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year 1935, and sales of radio sets increased 40
per cent.

Further expansion in public expenditures would
appear assured as national income increases, with
a corresponding growth in the amusement in-

dustry, for motion pictures, the radio and more

general forms of commercial entertainment have
won a place in our national life from which the

experience of the depression indicates they cannot

easily be dislodged. Greater leisure for wage earn-
ers under the impetus of the current movement
for shorter working hours, moreover, should serve
to increase still more the popular demand for

amusements.

Model Playgrounds for Cleveland
(Continued from page 647.)

was done by private contract, the Foundation em-

ploying the contractor directly.

These model playgrounds have already proved
of distinct value educationally at least to the

community. While not large they were built to

serve as demonstrations of what Cleveland's play-

grounds could be and as indicating what should be

done when capital account funds are made avail-

able for recreational purposes. City officials and

many interested organizations and individuals, it

is believed, have been convinced of the demon-
stration value of these playgrounds and of the

need for similar improvements in other sections

of the city. The next step, of course, is the pro-

curing of funds for development of additional

playgrounds as well as the reconstruction of ex-

isting grounds. The city has already developed
excellent plans for several sites.

Time alone will establish the future value of the

Cleveland Foundation's gifts to the city of Cleve-

land. Meanwhile there must be a continuation of

competent leadership on the demonstration proj-
ects so that they .may serve the public efficiently,

and effectively point the way to more adequate

provision for the recreational needs of the city's

children and youth.

Fair Play, in Football and So On
(Continued from page 648)

itself to smaller squads, taking great pride in play-

ing 'eleven men of iron.'
"

To not a syllable of which' did I object, nor am
I objecting now, for I think that what my friend

said probably is true. But it quite missed my point,

which has to do with sportsmanship a mightily

WRITE FOR FREE
BOOKLET

Horseshoe Pitching is a game that appeals
to everyone interested in playgrounds. Get
your free copy of "How to Organize a Horse-
shoe Club" and see how handily the game is

adapted to your requirements.
The Diamond line of Pitching Horseshoes
and accessories includes everything needed
in promoting the game. Ask for catalog and
rule books when you write.

DIAMOND CALK HORSESHOE CO,
4610 Grand Aye., Duluth, Minn.

important element in education all along the line,

from the cradle to the grave. The difference be-

tween sport and war lies exactly there. Aside from

its characteristic concrete horrors and indecencies,

the principal demoralization of war and its tech-

niques takes place in the characters of the partici-

pants and of the peoples behind them. The shrewd

difference between an officer and a gentleman is in

the fact that a typical military man (of any al-

legiance, "civilized" or savage) will glory in and

hail as a "victory" the annihilation of an inferior

by a superior force; an instance in which fresh

reserves are thrown in to overwhelm an exhausted

enemy. It does not occur to him to be ashamed of

it he isn't built or trained that way. The motto

of the war-maker is "victory at any price." A

gentleman, unless hypnotized by military hocus-

pocus, scorns to accept victory on any such terms.

Nor would it be tolerated in any sport except

football under the auspices of the "higher" edu-

cation! Try to imagine Yale or Harvard (not to

mention Oxford or Cambridge), halfway down

the course on the Thames, finding its crew or

some member of it exhausted and its boat a length

behind; taking "time out" to put in fresh rowers

perhaps even a whole fresh crew the result of
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Now ready for distribution

Games for Quiet Hours and

Small Spaces

Here are tricks and mystery games,
riddles and puzzles, games for two, games
for small groups and for larger groups,

and automobile games a wealth of

material for the recreation worker, club

leader, teacher and all workers with

young people.

Price $.50

National Recreation Association

315 Fourth Avenue, New York City

(1937 Edition. Vol. V)

$3.00 Prepaid

192 pages filled with a vast

assortment of informative

material for those interested

in swimming pools in any way.

EARL K. COLLINS, Editor

425 Fourth Avenue New York, N. Y.

Make all checks, money orders, etc.,

payable to Earl K. Collins

the race depending upon which had the largest

supply of substitutes to draw upon !

Bret Harte's immortal "Heathen Chinee," whos

smile it was (naturally) childlike and bland, hac

reserves . . .

"In his sleeves, which were large,

He had twenty-four packs !"

This isn't sport; it's playing with loaded dice;

the only possibly redeeming circumstance being
that the inevitable loser knows that they are load-

ed. In real sport, engaged in "for the game's
sake" by gentlemen and scholars yes, even in

prize fights effort is made to equalize the physi-

cal factors and let skill and prowess win. Substi-

tutions should be allowed only in case of actual

disablement; at any rate reserves should be as a

matter of course, as to numbers at least, on equal

terms. I shall continue to hope for the day when

present practices in this regard will be as unlaw-

ful as mayhem in a wrestling match.

A Progressive Game Kit

(Continued from page 652)

The game is played as in regular quoits. Ring-
ers score three points ; one point is scored for each

of the two rings that lie nearest the peg. Rings
that do not touch the board are disregarded.

Twenty-one points constitute a game.
In progressive parties all four of the players

throw one ring each, and the nearest ring scores

one point. Then all throw again until the time is

up.

Pop Goes the Weasel. Groups have played this

game a whole evening it is so exciting. Every-
one stands around a table holding a string with a

cork tied to the opposite end. The weasels (corks)

are grouped in the center of the table. One per-

son, "it," holds a tin pan small enough so that it

may be held upside down in the palm of one hand

and a pair of dice in the other. The dice are

shaken and thrown on the table. Should seven or

eleven turn up, the players try to yank their

weasels from the table before "it" can pop the

pan down over them. Any player whose weasel

is caught under the pan pays "it" one point. In

scoring for progressive games "it" gets one point

for every weasel he catches, while the person

whose weasel is caught is docked one point. "It"

continues to throw the dice until seven or eleven

comes up. When he has attempted to catch the

weasel he passes the dice and tin pan to the person

on his right who then becomes "it." Pad the table
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EVERWEAR complete selection of Playground apparatus offers you
something more than durability and playability. It guarantees
SAFETY in every piece of equipment.

The 1938 EVERWEAR catalog describes the new safety swings
rubber encased which take the injury element out of swings ... it includes a really
safe climbing apparatus . . . and exclusive features on merry-go-rounds, slides and ladders

that make for safety. There is a reason why EVERWEAR playground equipment is found
on finest playgrounds everywhere. It is the equipment you can depend on for safety,

durability and economy.

Send for your copy of this catalog TODAY and see how EVERWEAR can fill your play-

ground needs. There is no charge. Just fill in and mail the coupon below.

Manufacturing Company

SPRINGFIELD, OHIO

EVERWEAR also manufactures a complete line of

beach and pool equipment. If you wish to have

this catalog, mark coupon.

EVERWEAR MANUFACTURING COMPANY
Springfield, Ohio (R)

Please send me the FREE catalog of EVERWEAR
playground equipment.

( ) I am also interested in beach and pool
apparatus.

(Name)

(Address)

(City) (State)

or use one which will not be marred by the pan.

Cootie. One dice is used for this game. Num-

ber i stands for the body, 2 for the head, 3 for

the leg, 4 for the antenna, 5 for the eyes, 6 for the

tail. Each player is given a paper and pencil. The

players take turns in rolling the dice. When a

player rolls the I he draws an oval figure on his

paper to represent the body of "a cootie and is en-

titled to another roll. If he rolls a 3 (leg) or 6

(tail) he adds that part of the body to the cootie.

However, if he rolls any of these parts before he

rolls i (body) he cannot add them. Likewise, if

he rolls 5 (eyes), or 4 (antenna) before he rolls 2

(head) he cannot add them because the cootie

does not yet have a head. When the player rolls

a number that can be used in the construction of

the cootie he is entitled to another roll. One point

is scored for each part of the cootie when the

whistle blows. Two dice may be used if desired in

order to make the game move faster.

The kit contains a few commercial games, but a

number of these may be made in the recreation de-

partment workshop. Among these are the dart

game, pick-up sticks, anagrams, bean bag board

and indoor horseshoes.

Recreational Training for Catholic

Institutions

(Continued from page 655)

D. Expression in Art, Hobbies, Room Dec-

orations

E. Service to a Cause or for Other People
F. Team Work ; Clubs

G. Spiritual Values in Camp Fires, Cere-

monials, Young People's Groups

4. Desire for Recognition

A. Opportunity to Excel

B. Opportunity to Be Alone

c. Club Membership; especially in national

groups
D. Chance to Talk, Explain, Articulate

E. Dress Individually

F. Leadership
G. Special Personal Recognition on Birth-

day, Convalescent Time, etc.

Summary
In this article an effort has been made to sug-

gest some of the colorful aspects of recreational

institutes held for workers in Catholic institu-

tions, to fix attention on the significance of such
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What Our Readers Say About

School Activities
"I think that this journal

(School Activities) is worthy
of a place in the library of

every school administrator
and should be available to

teachers everywhere."
(Signed)
LEROY E. COWLES, Dean

Univenitiy of Utah

"I find the School Activi-

ties Magazine the most valu-

able one placed upon my
desk. There are so many
practical things inside that

one may use in his own
school. I never expect to be
without it as long as I am
connected with schoolwork."

(Signed)
E. V. CORE, Principal

Union High School

Union, Wett Virginia

Successful educators everywhere are using
School Activities. We invite you to join this

rapidly growing group of school people who
are using this keen tool to improve their work.

Send us your subscription order immediately.
We are certain School Activities will not dis-

appoint you; if it does, just cancel your sub-

scription after you receive the first issue.

Subscription Price $2.00

School Activities Pub. Co.

1515 Lane Street Topeka, Kansas

courses, to tell how they are organized, and briefly

to describe their content. The utilization of such

institutes by Catholic authorities is important rec-

ognition of the values in planned recreation in in-

stitutional management.
"The Catholic Church," says Miss Barnes,

"realizes that its institutions must offer training in

leisure time pursuits as well as religious and aca-

demic knowledge. Milwaukee, Green Bay and

Riverdale have set splendid examples to be fol-

lowed by other groups."

Map Making for Community Study
(Continued from page 656)

tray bottom, but the clay hardened so rapidly that

it was necessary to measure downward from

strings stretched at the level of the top of the tray.

As soon as the clay base was finished, the entire

surface was covered with vaseline, partly to hold

the moisture and partly to keep the paper next to

be applied from sticking.

Strips of newspapers dipped in a pail of cold

water paste were laid on. These strips were

somewhat larger than the half-inch by four inch

strips recommended for mask making, but it must

be kept in mind that the boys were working on a

large area. Where the features of the city were

abrupt, as on the banks of the river, shorter strips

were used, but on the flat areas strips one foot

long by one inch wide were quite satisfactory.

Six to ten layers of paper were applied on the

four maps made to date. When thoroughly dry
the paper mat was lifted off the clay base forming
a light, sturdy, shell-like relief map. After smooth-

ing the top layer by using fine sandpaper the

whole surface was painted with a flat paint. The

boys then painted the outstanding landmarks in

color. The river, creeks and swamp areas were

marked in, the main highways and streets were in-

dicated, and all park areas were colored. Because

the school buildings played such an important part
in the problems to be considered, small models

were carved from ivory soap and fastened in

place with glue. On one map white pine blocks

were used, but we found that architectural detail

was not as easily obtained with these as with the

soap. The schools were then colored to resemble

the originals.

The maps, when completed, were from twelve

to twenty pounds, but eight to ten pounds of this

weight are in the wooden frame cut from three-

quarter inch cypress and braced by some of the

irregular left-over strips.

To test the rigidity of the map shells a 75

pound weight was placed on the six layer shell,

bridging two hills. This weight had no effect on

the shell. Additional maps were made by putting
more vaseline on the cast and adding layers of

paper as in the first process.

No sooner did the maps begin to take shape
than many requests came in for them. The Kala-

mazoo Chamber of Commerce, the Y.M.C.A., the

Recreation Council, the Civic League and the

Council of Social Agencies have all seen the pos-

sibility in studying local problems of using such a

portrayal of spatial relationships of places and

people in Kalamazoo, and have ordered maps.

The Idea Spreads

The project has had great value in giving boys
and girls an opportunity to do real creative work,
and the idea is spreading so rapidly that other

boys and girls are being offered this medium for

self-expression. The principal of one elementary
school has asked to borrow the metal tray and clay
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so that the children may mold a base and make
maps of their district. Streets will be about one
inch wide and each child will be able to prepare a

soap model of his own home. Vacant lots and
recreational facilities will be marked on the map.
The principal of the school plans to mark the

houses where there is a communicable disease.

This particular district offers an unusually inter-

esting project because seven-eighths of the dis-

trict is outside the political district of the city but
in the school district. We believe that the project,

widely used, cannot fail to lead to an awareness
of common community problems.

Use of Radio in the Local Recreation

Program
(Continued from page 659)

what overworked it is still one of the best

mediums.

6. Local interest is coming to be recognized as

more important for education than national

interest.

7. Programs must be followed by some litera-

ture which will provide a continuing interest

something to do.

8. Simple crafts work has been successfully

guided in the homes nature study, folk ways,

etc., are effective.

Social Opportunity through Community

Planning
(Continued from page 662)

Present Developments
Facilities for shuffleboard and modified bowling

are being planned in one of the basement rooms

of the center. The recent acquisition of beautiful

costume plates and models of Pennsylvania his-

torical buildings from the Museum Extension Di-

vision of the Works Progress Administration has

made possible the establishment of an interesting

museum exhibit. Puppets and marionettes have

also been received from the WPA, making pos-

sible the development of puppet and marionette

troupes and entertainments.

Matching the acquisition of these material fa-

cilities, equipment and exhibits is the increased

use of the center by various local groups and or-

ganizations as a place of meeting. The center is

more than a building. It is becoming the center

of numerous activities as well as the center from

which other community activities radiate.

CHARACTER
CHARACTER Magazine now offers in pam-

phlet form reprints of two of its most out-

standing series of articles:

(1) "FOURTEEN PRINCIPLES OF CHILD

GUIDANCE," by Dr. K. L Heaton of

the Michigan State Department of

Public Instruction.

Schools are ordering copies of these article

reprints by 100, 200, and 300 lots so that all

their teachers may have the benefit of using
this manual. Our special prices make such

ordering practical.

(2) "SCHOOLS AND DELINQUENCY," by
V. H. Evfen, United States Probation

Officer.

These pamphlets are not only valuable ma-

terial, but will be interesting additions to your

library. Order them for all your teachers.

With a one year subscription to CHARACTER
we are offering both of these valuable pam-

phlets ... at the price of the magazine sub-

scription alone . . . $1.50.

CHARACTER . . 1 Yr. . . . $1.50

(plus two pamphlets)

2 Yrs. . . $2.50

Pamphlet (1) ...

single copy, 15c

10-25 copies, lOc each

25-100 copies, 8c each

100 or more, 7c each

Pamphlet (2) ...

single copy, 25c

5 copies, 20c each

10 or more, 15c each

Send your orders to

CHARACTER MAGAZINE
5732 Harper Avenue Chicago, Illinois



682 LIGHTING OF OUTDOOR RECREATION FACILITIES

Send Only $1.00 ForA
FIVE MONTHS
TRIAL OFFER
SEND ONLY ONE DOLLAR
and you will receive practical ideas

worth ten times this small amount.

Have you ever longed for some unusual, new
and stimulating creative material that you would

be tremendously enthusiastic about? Well . . .

JUNIOR ARTS AND ACTIVITIES is just crammed from

cover to cover with just that kind of helpful
material.

We want YOU to have the advantage of this

work, and that's why we are making this "special

get acquainted offer" . . . Send only one dollar and
we will put your name on our mailing list to re-

ceive five big issues February to June.

The only publication for teachers

containing so much actual crea-

tive material and ideas for class-

tcork in elementary grades.

JUNIOR ARTS
and ACTIVITIES

740 RUSH STREET CHICAGO, ILL

Cooperation

The interest and cooperation of the members

of the Borough Council and bank officials in pro-

viding facilities for a community center are the

basis upon which citizens have been able to de-

velop a community program. Of equal signifi-

cance is the fact that the members of the Board of

Education feel that school facilities and services

should be made available to all citizens.

Paid leadership for supervising program ac-

tivities at the center and playgrounds, made avail-

able through the Division of Recreation and

Adult Education of the WPA, has also been an

important factor in the success of the program.
Valuable assistance has also been given by youth
whose services have been made available through
the National Youth Administration.

Possibly the most essential element in the suc-

cess of the venture has been the public-spirited

manner in which citizens of the community give
of their time, money and effort to provide a

wholesome program of leisure-time activities for

their fellow citizens.

Beautification by Cooperation
(Continued from page 664)

scale. Following a suggested plan, residents con-

centrated on the planting of azaleas, camellias and

crepe myrtle. Within two years Port Arthur had

abandoned the appearance of a typical industrial

community to become known as a city of roses

and flowers.

Lighting of Outdoor Recreation

Facilities

(Continued from page 666)

facilities. Three of these agencies meet all of their

lighting costs in this way, four meet 50 per cent

of their costs and one agency meets 25 per cent.

The fees charged and the methods of charging for

different facilities are as follows :

1. Softball. Seventeen agencies report partici-

pation fees for softball. Three methods of charg-

ing are in operation : ( i ) team entry or member-

ship fees, (2) hourly rates and (3) flat rates per

game. Membership or entry fees reported range
between $5 and $10. The hourly rates reported

were $.80 and $1.00. The only flat rate reported

was $1.50 per game.
2. Tennis. Seventeen agencies charge for ten-

nis. Twelve of these agencies reported the fol-

lowing rates :

Rate No. of Agencies

$.20 an hour 1

.25 an hour 6

.25 for 40 minutes . . 1

.40 an hour 1

.50 an hour . 3

Average rate $.29 an hour 12

3. Swimming. Charges for swimming are levied

by seven agencies. These charges vary between

$.10 and $.25 per person.

4. Football. Six agencies report participation

fees for football. Two agencies charge hourly
rates of $1.00 and $.50. One agency charges $1.00

per game, and another charges 25 per cent of the

gross income derived from the game. The other

two agencies failed to indicate their method of

charging.

5. Baseball. Of the four agencies charging for

baseball, one charges $1.00 per game or $.50 an

hour and another charges 25 per cent of the gross

income.

6. Basketball and Bowling. One agency reports

participation fees for bowling and another for

basketball.

7. Stadiums. Three agencies charge participa- \
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Ellen M. Tower

On January 9, 1938, Ellen M. Tower, who

helped in starting the sand garden work for chil-

dren in Boston, Massachusetts, in 1885, died at

her home in Lexington, Massachusetts. She was
in her ninetieth year.

A number of years ago Miss Tower presented
to the town of Lexington, Massachusetts, the park
which now bears her name. In the year 1927

Joseph Lee was toastmaster at a special dinner

given in honor of Ellen Tower to recognize her

services to the recreation movement.

tion fees for the use of their stadiums when ad-

mission fees are collected by the using teams.

Admission Fees. Forty-three or 31 per cent of

the agencies reporting lighted facilities charge ad-

mission fees. Five agencies meet 100 per cent of

the cost in this manner, three meet 50 per cent and

one meets 25 per cent.

Fourteen agencies charge admission fees
,
for

softball, six for football, five for swimming, four

for baseball and one charges for basketball. One

agency charges admission fees for entertainments

in an outdoor theater. The other twelve agencies

failed to indicate the facilities for which admis-

sion fees are charged.

Admission fees for softball range between $.05

and $.15 per person with six of the nine agencies

charging $.10. Football fees range between $.25

and $.50 per person. Baseball fees range between

$.10 and $.25, and $.15 per person is charged by

(Continued on next page)

Magazines and Pamphlets

i

Recently Received Containing Articles

of Interest to the Recreation Worker I

MAGAZINES
The Camping Magazine, January 1938

All-Year-Round Use of Our Summer Camps,
by Harold M. Gore

College Camping Courses, by Charles B. Frasher

The Journal of Health and Physical Education,
January 1938

The Significance of Physical Education in Modern
Life, by Blanche M. Trilling

Trends in Health and Physical Education, by Helen
Norman Smith

Outing Activities at Middlebury College, by Marion
L. Young

Indoor Group Golf Instruction, by Leonore K. Alway
Water Polo for Girls

New Gymnasium "Scooter" Activities and Games

The American City, December 1937

Louisville Plans Riverfront Development,
by H. W. Alexander

New Jersey WPA Converts City Dump Into a Park
A Beautiful Yet Practical Bandstand in Canton, 111.

The Journal of Health and Physical Education,
December 1937

Physical Education and Adult Education, by Harry
Woodburn Chase

Sports in the U. S. S. R., by Percy M. Dawson, M.D.
Playdays in a High School, by Margaret Clapsaddle

Leisure, December 1937
Homemade Wreaths for Christmas, by J. A. Emmett
Hobby Councils Stimulate Interest, by John E. Hubel
Creative Art Projects for the Novice, by Agnes
Choate Wonson

Different Christmas Cards, by Dorothy G. Van Allen
Winter Picnics, by Ruby Price Weeks

Child Life, January 1938

Things-To-Do for Boys and Girls

Scholastic Coach, January 1938
Ice Hockey Fundamentals, by George P. Geran
Sensationalism in Sports, by Ross Allen

PAMPHLETS

Annual Report of the Parkersburg, West Virginia, Board
of Recreation, 1936-1937

Citizen Leadership Lay and Expert and the Problems of
Leisure

Third Annual Report of the Chicago Recreation
Commission

The New Swimmin' Hole, Fall Issue 1937
Division of Sanitary Engineering, State Department

of Public Health, Springfield, Illinois

The Evansville Survey
Conducted by Carter Taylor for Community Chests
and Councils, Inc., 1937

City of Austin, Texas, Special Report of the City Mana-
ger, Recreation Department, 1937

Annual Report of the Division of Parks and Recreation
of the Department of Public Welfare, City of St. Louis,
1936-1937

Handbook of the American Library Association Bulletin,
November 1937
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Snow Sports in Southern

California

THE
IDEA of snow sports in Southern California

comes to most recreation enthusiasts with a bit

of shock. The "land of sunny climes" does not, in

one's imagination, lend itself to such develop-

ments as snow trains, ski huts, and a St. Moritz

American style. Nevertheless, it is true. Trails

Magazine, the quarterly publication of the Moun-
tain League of Southern California, invites its

readers to one thousand square miles of snow cov-

ered mountain range over a mile high, within easy

access of the population centers of Southern Cali-

fornia. Open for three months of the year, this

great area now competes with the best snow sports

areas of the country.

The popularity of skiing, known as "ski mad-

ness," seems to be universal. Membership in the

ski clubs of the United States Eastern Amateur

Ski Association is said to have more than doubled

in the past two years. The Pacific Northwest not

only draws its thousands during the winter sea-

son, but a midsummer ski tournament on Mount
Hood adds a new phase to the sport. Yosemite

has developed some of its ski possibilities within

the last three or four years, and plans for wider

use of its accessible snow areas. Skiing has gone
de luxe in these parts. No longer is the dizzy

downward thrill followed by a long hard pull up
the hill. The ski tow or a ride in a cable car or on

a funicular railway takes the grind out of skiing

and makes possible more breath-taking "moments

of ecstacy" on the long descent.

Southern California is to be congratulated on

this new development in its recreation world. The
soft delights of winter resorts by the sea may
have to look to their laurels as "ski madness"

takes possession of the minds of young men and

women. "When you see individuals spending their

summers climbing mountains and doing exercises

learned from ski exercise books just to keep their

muscles in trim for skiing, you will know that

here is a sport that has something for you. It is

bound to pay dividends in health and zestful

living."

(Continued from preceding page)

each of the agencies asking a fee for basketball

and the outdoor theater. Charges for swimming
were not reported.

Your Museum
(Continued from page 669)

available for teaching history and appreciation of

music.

In Chicago

Twenty-five years ago organized direct service

to the schools of Chicago was instituted by the

Field Museum of Natural History with the es-

tablishment by the late Norman Wait Harris of

the N. W. Harris Public School Extension. An
endowment of $250,000 was provided. The mu-
seum is in daily contact with every public elemen-

tary school in Chicago, as well as with most of the

high schools, parochial, practice, continuation,

parental, private and other types of schools.

By means of traveling exhibition cases, the

Harris Extension in effect establishes a branch

of the museum at each school. Loans of these

cases containing natural history and economic

material were begun on a small scale in 1913. The

activity has expanded until at the present time

two cases are sent every two weeks to each of the

434 schools, having a total enrollment of approxi-

mately 700,000 pupils. The exhibits are displayed
in classrooms, school corridors and assembly halls.

The largest of the traveling exhibits is devoted

to zoology and includes mammals, birds, insects,

fishes, reptiles and amphibians. Another series of

cases contains realistic reproductions of wild

flowers and plants in natural settings. There are

also many cases showing steps in the preparation
and manufacture of food, clothing materials,

glass, paper, chinaware, linoleum and other in-

dustrial products.

Adults have opportunities to examine the cases

at such centers as Y.M. C. A.'s, Y.W.C.A.'s, so-

cial settlements, community clubs and employees'

organizations in industrial plants. Branches of

the Chicago Public Library use the cases to stimu-

late interest in books on nature.

In New York City
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York

City, offers courses and lectures on various sub-

jects and occasional concerts. An announcement

of lectures to be given from February through

May 1938 includes free lectures on Greek art and

civilization, the social aspects of art through suc-

cessive periods, color and design, and design in the

decorative arts. There will be two special lectures

on Egyptian art. Week-day and Sunday tours of

the collections offered in the first term will be

continued.



which will be sent without charge to anyone re-

questing it, gives a detailed schedule of all the
lectures mentioned and of additional courses

planned especially for members of the museum and
teachers in the public schools.

Even the Theater Takes to the Trailer
(Continued from page 670)

operettas as the "Student Prince," offered the

opening night, kept the stadium packed night after

night.

Additional work done in connection with the
stadium included the building of new cement ap-
proaches and the provision of parking space for

automobiles.

More than 90 percent of the labor involved in

construction of the stage was furnished by the

Works Progress Administration of New York

City. The WPA also supplied steel for the frame-
work. The woodwork, undercarriage, and wheel
materials were purchased by the city.

With the American Municipal

Association
(Continued from page 671)

vorable consideration to the merit system. The
American Municipal Association has, through a

committee, been studying the possibility of re-

moval of the clause of the Federal Social Se-

curity Act which exempts municipal employees
from the provisions of this Act. The efforts to

this end were to be continued during the coming

year.

You Asked for It!

(Continued from page 672)

for many types of activities which young men and

young women can enjoy together.

More About H'orseshoe Pitching Equipment
The "You Asked for It!" column has aroused

much interest. In the January issue there ap-

peared a statement suggesting a method of secur-

ing horseshoe pegs. One of our readers has writ-

ten in to suggest that the equipment manufactured

by the Diamond Calk Horseshoe Company at Du-

luth, Minnesota, provides an official court which

holds the stake rigidly and at the proper angle.

This court, which is sunk in the ground and filled

with clay, conforms to national horseshoe pitch-

ing regulations and is used in tournament play

throughout the country.
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AjNotable Gift
I Ess THAN three weeks before Lima, Ohio, was
I to vote on the issue of levying a special tax
for the purchase of a park and lake property, it

was announced that the purchase had been made
by a local business man, Thomas R. Schoonover,
and the property given to the city with a fund for
its development. Formerly known as McCulloughs
Lake, the forty-nine acre area had been for many
years a commercial amusement park with a swim-
ming pool, dance pavilion and numerous amuse-
ment features. At one time a very popular resort,
it had become run down of late years. The prop-
erty consists of twenty-six acres of water and a

surrounding rim of land widening to a consider-
able degree in some places. It is located in a sec-

tion of the city without park and play space at the

present time. The lake is admirably adapted to

skating, boating and water carnivals, and the wider
sections of the land may be developed as play and

picnic areas. There is much opportunity for plant-

ings, nature trails and beauty spots. Tentative

plans now include swimming pools, a boathouse

and a building adapted for year-round use.

In addition to this gift of the property, Mr.
Schoonover has agreed to give $25,000 toward the

development and to match a $5,000 contribution

from the city each year for a period of ten years.
Of equal importance to the project is his personal
interest in the project, as he has accepted the

chairmanship of a special board to develop the

park and has said that he expects to make this his

own leisure time or hobby interest.

In his letter announcing the gift, Mr. Schoonover

said it was "an expression of my pride in our

city and in acknowledgment of one of our greatest

needs, with particular thought for our children to-

day and the oncoming generation of tomorrow."

He stipulated that the entire property be forever

dedicated to the people of Lima for park pur-

poses. Assurances have been received from WPA
authorities of their approval of a project for the

improvement of the property, and it is expected

that work will begin shortly in tearing down

buildings, cleaning up the grounds and doing

some necessary grading.

The appreciation by his fellow citizens of Mr.

Schoonover's generosity was shown at a public

meeting when the deed was delivered to the

Mayor, and by the action of the City Council in

naming the area Schoonover Park.
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Games
By Jessie H. Bancroft, M.P.E. The Macmillan Com-

pany, New York. $4.00. School Edition, $3.00.

To
THE MANY recreation workers, physical educators,

club leaders, teachers and others who have used Miss

Bancroft's book on games for so many years which so

long has been an invaluable guide to workers in many

fields, the announcement that the revised edition of the

book is ready for distribution will come as welcome news.

The changes in the book consist mainly of additions, new

games having been added to each section. New research

in foreign countries has resulted in the inclusion of a

number of games which did not appear in the original

edition. The majority of games presented have been

newly written and brought up to date with official rules.

As a result, the volume and the book contains about 700

pages now covers a much larger amount of material and

a wider range of interest than in its original form, while

all that has been most useful has been retained. The in-

dex has a valuable feature in that it indicates the grades

and the ages at which each game may be appropriately

used.

Home Play and Play Equipment
For the Preschool Child

Children's Bureau Publication No. 238. Government
Printing Office, Washington. $.10.

THE
GREATER PART of this practical booklet is devoted to

suggestions for making outdoor play equipment, and

diagrams and directions are offered for such equipment
and apparatus as the sand box, play plank and sawhorse,

and swing and climbing bars. There are also suggestions

for toys, books and pictures. The opening section en-

titled "Play a Way of Learning" stresses the values of

play and offers an introduction to the more practical sub-

jects discussed.

Adult Education

By Kirtley F. Mather and Dorothy Hewitt. D. Appleton-
Century Company, New York. $1.75.

y//""\ NE OF THE highly stimulating and inviting oppor-
^"^ tunities before adult education is the fostering of

this newly found joy in the creative arts: dancing for

the overwrought business woman ; dramatics for the in-

grown store clerk ; etching for the financier ; drawing for

the ticker-tape mechanic, and so on down the long line of

adults. We are beginning to have a strong suspicion that

within every normal human being, there lies creative

ability that needs only a chance to flower." This is the

conclusion of the authors of this volume after four years

of experience in conducting the Boston Center for Adult

Education, which has drawn nearly two thousand per-

sons from all walks of life to its classes, craft shops, and

discussions. This book describes the factors that make
for success in the enterprise.

The principles and methods that were applied in break-

ing down prejudices, of enlisting the interest of the com-
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munity, of planning programs, and in selecting leadership
are described in objective fashion. The chapter on

analysis of the community is of special interest. Almost
half of the book is given to a description of method
how to use group discussion, the public conversation, the

panel, the lectures, the forum, and the symposium. While

emphasizing the educational value of the program cen-

ter, the authors assert that "as yet, adult education is

considered by most people to be a kind of elevated

recreation."

Europe at Play
By L. H. Weir. A. S. Barnes & Company, New York.

$10.00.

THE DEVELOPMENT of recreation in Europe in the last

two decades has gone on with astonishing rapidity al-

though the beginnings of many manifestations of it hark
back for a much longer period. Some of the developments
in the small garden movement, in physical recreation ac-

tivities and areas, in forest recreation, nature instruction

and facilities and Youth Hostel movement have been trac-

ed in this volume by L. H. Weir. As a Fellow of the

Oberlaender Trust during the summer of 1933 and again
for almost the entire year of 1936, Mr. Weir studied

recreation organization, facilities and activities in a num-
ber of European countries. The study is by no means

complete, and the author asks that it be considered as a

preliminary exploration only.

Of special interest to recreation workers is the chapter
on the Cultural Use of Leisure with its description of

municipally and stated owned theaters, of folk music and

dances and of arts and handcrafts. A number of the

special leisure-time organizations operating in several of

the European countries are described.

The book is profusely illustrated by beautiful photo-

graphs.

Out of Doors With Birds

By Emma F. Byers. The Womans Press, New York
City. $1.00.

ANY PEOPLE are discouraged from turning a more or

less casual interest in birds into a real hobby be-

cause they are dismayed and confused by the detail in

bird guide books. Having read this chatty 85-page book

pointing out in simple anecdotal style the highlights of

bird study and bird identification, the bird lover will

find learning to use a guide book and "discovering" birds

easier and more exciting. The basic material applies to

all birds, but the examples are confined to birds of east-

ern North America.

How Fare American Youth?
Homer P. Rainey and others. A report of the American
Youth Commission. D. Appleton-Century Co. $1.50.

HAT YOUNG PEOPLE are asking for specifically are

more playgrounds, community centers where su-

pervised crafts, hobbies, forums, dramatics and music

can be indulged in, swimming pools and organized sports.'
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Leadership in directing such activities "is a high calling
requiring experience in group directing, ability to or-

ganize, initiative and ingenuity, buoyant personality, ac-

quaintance with the whole field of crafts, the fine arts,

games, sports and entertainment features, and an educa-
tional background of sociology, pedagogy, government, bi-

ology, psychology, guidance and physical education. Per-
fection cannot be expected but the men and women required
for recreational directorship must be able to manage a

program unobstrusively yet certainly ; must be attractive

to young and old ; must possess teaching ability and the

capacity to respect all types of personalities. Neither

playgrounds nor indoor programs can operate safely and

successfully without such leadership."

These statements constitute the heart of the findings
submitted to the American Youth Commission on the

subject of recreation. The findings were based on fed-

eral, state and municipal youth surveys and censuses pub-
lished in fifteen different states. The studies cover popu-
lation trends among youth, their employment status,

youth and schools, youth and health, rural youth, colored

youth, youth and the home, and finally youth and the

larger citizenship.

The problems of youth outlined in this volume are

staggering. Only sixty percent of all employable young
people, 16 to 24, have been able to find work. Their

median wage is $15. a week and large numbers of them
work without pay. One out of eight finds his way to a

state hospital. On the farm there are two million more

youth than are needed to grow commercial agricultural

products. A million and a half who would normally be

married have 'been forced to postpone that event. Youth

neglects the church because its message to him is not a

vital one. Negro youth above all faces the most difficult

handicaps, economical and educational, and is threatened

by the most serious health hazards. In the face of these

problems youth asks for more adequate recreational fa-

cilities. In a rural community in Wisconsin the first de-

sire expressed by youth was for recreation even "before

more work with pay." In Detroit more than one-fourth

of the youths studied said that recreation was their most

difficult problem. Ten surveys in the various parts of the

United States show that the recreational picture is the

same everywhere.

This book is a real challenge to recreation leaders and

is deserving of careful reading. It should get into the

hands of committeemen, city officials and especially those

lay persons of whom there are still a few who feel that

the recreation job is done.

Books on Handcraft.

The Harter Publishing Company, Cleveland, Ohio.

Each $.10 plus $.10 postage.

Recreation workers and other leaders who may not be

familiar with the Harter publications will want to know-

that there are available a number of booklets on hand-

craft prepared 'by Edwin T. Hamilton, well-known author

of a number of 'books on handcraft. Among these are

Making 30 Kites That Fly, with full directions and dia-

grams ; Coping Satv Carpentry, with directions for mak-'

ing a large number of household articles, and Building

Model Airplanes That Fly. These exceedingly practical

booklets and many others on subjects of interest to rec-

reation leaders are available.

Reading for Fun.

By Eloise Ramsey. National Council of Teachers of

English, 211 West 68th Street, Chicago. $.20.

This list of books for boys and girls in the elementary

school was prepared for the National Council of Teachers

of English with the cooperation of its Committee on

Recreational Reading for Elementary Schools. Each page

offers a short list of books about something in which boys

and girls are interested. Many new books are introduced
or old favorites appear, and all the 'books included have
illustrations. The books are classified under the following
headings : Good Times at Home ; City, Country and
Travel ; Animals Everywhere ; People and Things We
Like; Old Tales and Brave Deeds; Magic and Poetry;
Our World Today and Long Ago; America and Her
Neighbors ; Festivals and Holidays. The attractive illus-

trations which have been used and the effective way in

which the lists are presented cannot fail to make their

appeal to the children for whom these lists have been

prepared.

Surveys of Youth.

By D. L. Harley. The American Council on Educa-
tion, 744 Jackson Place, Washington, D. C. $.50.

To help meet the need for definite information on the

present condition of American youth, the American Youth
Commission has brought together, for the benefit of the
individual and group wanting to know what studies of

youth have been made in recent years, some significant
facts about youth surveys made in the United States since
1931. It identifies and briefly describes 166 surveys,
national, regional, state and local, classifies them, provides
analytical aids which will enable particular groups of

surveys to be readily isolated, and tells how to obtain

copies of reports.

Dancing Dolls.

Add-a-Puppet Play Series. By Hamburg Puppet
Guild, Hamburg, New York. Samuel French, New
York. $.75.

In this collection of seven puppet plays for children the

plays offered are simple and easily produced. While some
of the characters are used in more than one of the plays,
there is enough variety to maintain interest. The foreword
contains some suggestions of value to beginning pup-
peteers. There is no royalty for amateur use.

Fundamental Handball.

By Bernath E. Phillips. A. S. Barnes and Company,
New York. $1.50.

This book may be used not only by handball novices
but by more experienced players and instructors. The
material is presented clearly and intelligibly, as are the

pictures and diagrams. The book is divided into six parts :

An Introduction to the Sport ; to the Novice ; the Funda-
mentals ; the Shots ; to the More Advanced Player ; to

the Instructor. There is an appendix containing official

rules. The attractive presentation of practical material
makes this book a valuable one for gymnasium instruc-

tors as well as for handball players.

Growing Up with Music.

By Beatrice Perham. Neil A. Kjos Music Company,
Chicago. $.25 each.

A series of very attractively printed and illustrated

booklets for children's reading, each one of which is in

happy keeping with the present school emphasis on
"units" of study. For younger children Jerry and Janet

on the Farm is a delightful tale interspersed with related

songs well suited to the children. Also for younger chil-

dren are Come, Let Us Make a Garden and Songs of
Travel and Transport, the latter, good also for somewhat
older children, taking one from hiking through sailing,

skiing with the Swiss, horseback-riding with the Cos-

sacks, going about in a jinrikisha with the Japanese, in a
sled with Eskimos, to travel in a street car, a train and
in an airplane, with one or more songs for each sort of

transportation. For older children are two books about
the singers of the Middle Ages, one about The Trouba-
dours, and the other about the Minstrels and Minnesing-
ers. There is also The Miisic of Early Greece rightly
said to be "a sincere effort to give the young student some
feeling for, and an understanding of, what was once a
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great factor in the life of a great people." Last in the

series is Christmas: Its Music, Origins, and Traditions,

which is the most attractive and revealing little book
about Christmas that we know.

All these books have been compiled with excellent

taste and with an eagerness and lightness of spirit that

make them well suited to any play group of children as

well as a school group. Indeed, they are better suited to

a group at play than to a group in the common over-

regimented sort of school. A. D. Zanzig.

Christmas Carols.

By Hendrik Willem Van Loon and Grace Castagnetta.

Simon and Schuster, New York, $2.00.

Hendrik Willem Van Loon, who loves to sing and play
Christmas carols, has drawn or painted the delightful
illustrations which accompany the twenty favorite carols

comprising this attractive book dedicated to Annie Carroll

Moore of the New York Public Library. Grace Castag-
netta has made the piano arrangements.

Development of a Leisure-Time Program
in Small Cities and Towns.

By Ella Gardner. Bureau Publication No. 241. Gov-
ernment Printing Office, Washington, D. C. $.05.

In this thirteen page booklet Miss Gardner outlines
the steps involved in initiating a community leisure-time

program, suggests briefly standards for playgrounds and
other recreational facilities, and offers a bibliography.

Health Ways.

By Philip L. Riley and Harriet V. Fitchpatrick. The
Harter Publishing Company, Cleveland, Ohio. $.20.

Here are two books on health prepared for little chil-
dren. Young children, the authors point out, are not inter-

ested in health as such but they are interested in doing
things and are very curious about everything new. To
direct this natural curiosity and to provide an incentive to

activities in ways which will be beneficial to the child, the

authors have prepared a series of books illustrating by
word and picture simple activities. Book 1 Part 1 is en-

titled First Steps to Health. Book 2 Part 1, In School,
deals with the life of the child in school. Other books in

preparation are Health Ways at Home and A Trip to

the Farm.

Grow Up Emotionally and Have Fun!

By J. George Frederick. The Beaux Arts Press,

New York. $2.00.

This book is built on the model of the author's first

book, What Is Your Emotional Agef which has enliven-

ed thousands of parties and social gatherings for the past
few years. Fifty-eight interesting and amusing tests are

offered, and in trying them you will learn much about

yourself and other people. But the book also contains

some serious advice. For example, the chapter entitled

"Your Emotional Nature Versus Your Mind" contains

some sound advice about the place and importance of the

emotions.

Handbook on Social Work Engineering.

By June Purcell Guild and Arthur Alden Guild.

Published by Whittet & Shepperson, Richmond,
Virginia. $1.50.

This manual is based largely on the authors' experi-
ences in Richmond, Virginia, one of the few cities, ac-

cording to Allen T. Burns in his introduction, which has
contributed more to support its human services each year
of the depression than was given previously. In the hand-
book a study of problems rather than agencies is advo-
cated and its purpose is to suggest a method of measur-

ing with some approximation of accuracy local social

work problems and, if need be, increasing public support
for social and health work. In a chapter on An Informal
Educational and Recreational Program some searching

questions are asked regarding the recreation program and
the danger is pointed out of establishing a program with-

out a thorough knowledge of problems and needs. The
Recreation Council is advocated as a means of promoting
a sound program.

The Recreation "Kit" No. 43.

Cooperative Recreation Service, Delaware, Ohio.

$.25.

Three folk plays comprise the contents of the latest

issue of the Kit. These plays, produced at the John C.

Campbell Folk School, Brasstown, North Carolina, are
"The Old Woman and the Peddler," "Get Up and Bar
the Door," and "Haste to the Wedding." Permission to

produce the plays must be secured in writing from the
Folk School and no royalty will be charged if such per-
mission is secured.

Color Miniatures.

Art Education Press, Inc., 424 Madison Avenue,
New York.

Recreation workers, teachers, club leaders and all in-

terested in developing in children an appreciation of the
best in art will want to know of these full color prints in

miniature size. The series includes all representative
schools of painting, with modern art works interspersed
with those of the old masters. There are now 270 color
miniatures measuring approximately Zy2 by 4J/2 inches
which may be secured at one cent each. For the complete
set there is a special price of $2.60 postpaid.

Just For Fun.

Texts and Tunes by Alice Keith. Paull-Pioneer
Music Corporation, New York. $.25.

This little "Play and Sing" book contains simple songs
and melodies for little children based on their interests
and activities. The illustrations alone make it a fascinat-

ing booklet for children.
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IT
IS an honor to be asked to be guest editor of this edition of RECREATION because it is a

garden number, a new departure, in one sense, from the regular issues.

The National Recreation Association has started a survey of garden interests for boys
and girls all over this country. It is something that many of us who have been long in the

field have cherished as a wish to see done but have been inadequately provided with funds

or time to do. So it is first my pleasure to congratulate the organization on the occasion of

performing this great service for all the rest of us who are interested and working in this

field. I am also personally again honored by having one of my own assistants chosen to make
this survey.

It seemed wise and expedient to make an initial report of this work and what ap-

pears in this issue by no means covers the field or is in any sense a summary of the plan

originally laid down, but it is a gathering together of certain phases of garden work for boys
and girls done under different agencies doing their work according to their favorable or un-

favorable conditions. Out of this survey have been left some of those agencies which have

contributed generously to garden work both for young people and for grown-ups, the news-

papers and the magazines. These are purposely left out of the survey because they do not rep-

resent what we call technically the great avenues through which such educational work ordi-

narily runs.

Now, having completed an explanation of the plan of this survey, I would like to say

that out of a wealth of experience in this field of work through all the years since I left col-

lege, it still seems to me that the garden, properly used as a laboratory, and not only a labora-

tory but as a book of wisdom, is one of the greatest factors in education. A quotation from

Montaigne's Education of Children, which has been quoted many a time, I would quote again

here to you. It comes from Persius

"The clay is moist and soft; now, now make haste

And form the pitcher, for the wheel turns fast."

And so this very impressionable clay which we call the young child is helped and molded

many times more effectively in his outside and leisure-time interests, perhaps, than through

the more routine interests of a classroom. It is for all of us to hold in mind, regardless of the

agency, that gardening for children is for one purpose, and one purpose only education.

ELLEN EDDY SHAW,
Brooklyn Botanic Garden.

MARCH 1938
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Spring Came

Photograph by Dorothy S. Allen

During the night

Spring came

Quite unexpected
Welcome neglected

Unproclaimed

The crocuses and the snowdrops knew
The alpines in their roclc clefts knew
The robins and the bluebirds knew
The grass adorned with sparkling dew
And scillas decked in royal blue

All knew

I sensed a rustling in the night
I watched the clouds in eerie flight

Along the moon's parkway of light

I heard the stars in whispers say
One to another in their way
That Spring had come and come to stay-

So in the morning just for fun

I watched a toad blink in the sun

Heigh-Ho
Spring has come

F. Ellwood Allen.
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Children's Garden Work in a Botanic Garden

Courtesy Brooklyn Botanic Garden

CHILDREN'S

WORK at the

Brooklyn Botanic Garden

differs somewhat from what similar work

might be under other auspices. The grounds, the

greenhouses, and the scientific atmosphere natur-

ally influence the type of work done. One of the

factors that makes the work more difficult than

work would be under school auspices is the fact

that children cannot be called upon at any time or

at regular times as they might be if the work were

connected with the school or camp or recreational

organization.

The regular garden work is done as a leisure-

time project. The garden covers three-quarters of

an acre and includes a formal garden with shrub-

bery, roses, and ornamental beds; perennial bor-

der; annual border; Shake-

speare Garden; individual

vegetable plots, and experi-

mental plots for children. All

these were definitely planned

so that the children's garden
should not drop into just a

proposition or project of rais-

ing vegetables and flowers,

but should lead out into

wider fields of interest.

The first question often

asked is "Where do the chil-

dren come from?" Hold in

By ELLEN EDDY SHAW

It is with a great deal of pleasure that

the National Recreation Association pre-

sents Miss Ellen Eddy Shaw as guest edi-

tor of this issue of Recreation. This

year Miss Shaw is completing twenty-five

years of service with the Brooklyn Botanic

Garden where she is Curator of Elemen-

tary Instruction. During that time she

has spoken before many schools, colleges,

women's clubs and community groups of

all kinds. Because of the inspiration and

practical help which Miss Shaw has given

there are communities in all parts of the

country which are today fostering success-

ful gardening and nature study programs.

mind that this is not a charity or-

ganization that the garden is

carried on entirely for education. The children

apply, are seen personally, must be recommended,
and are taken on their own merits and their in-

terest in the work. The ages are from eight to

nineteen and many children stay from eight or

nine years until they go to college. Others stay

one, two and three seasons according to their in-

terest, their success in their work and other out-

side conditions that influence the factor of

constancy.

All children entering the summer garden must

start in the spring, when garden plans, soil and

germination experiments, acquaintance with types

of seeds, and all the other factors are taken up
, that enter into an under-

standing of what you are go-

ing to do later in the garden.

Each child pays ten cents for

his spring instruction and

twenty-five or thirty-five

cents for the outdoor garden
for the season. The garden
is open in the summer every

morning of the week except

Saturday. In the afternoon,

crop records are entered, at-

tendance books fixed, extra

work is done by the children
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692 CHILDREN'S GARDEN WORK IN A BOTANIC GARDEN

filling seed packets all

sorts of work go on under

supervision.

The question of behavior

rarely comes up, since the

boys and girls are here be-

cause of real interest in the

work they are doing. An ac-

quaintance with common

garden flowers through the

annual and perennial bor-

ders and formal garden,
with shrubs and trees, is ex-

pected of each one of them. There is a series of

pins and medals which may be won by any and

every child if he covers the requirements. In

fact, it is a competition with one's self. Through
these types of work strides are made by the chil-

dren in their own personal control, in their con-

tribution to group interests, and responsibility

which they take over voluntarily or through sug-

gestion. The summer's op-

portunities are rich.

"Nature study and gardening have a fun-

damental contribution to make to child

health education. Unconsciously the child

who has observed the care needed by the

growing plant good soil, regular water-

ing, sunshine, air begins to develop a

sense of appreciation and respect for the

health care involved in his own growth and

development. School gardens have a great
contribution to make as laboratories for

health education." Louise Strachan,

Director, Child Health Education, Na-
tional Tuberculosis Association.

In the fall these

same children have

the opportunity to

enter the fall classes

which carry out in

part the fall opera-

tions in the garden
and also the oppor-

tunities of working
in the greenhouse

planting bulbs,

making cuttings,
and carrying out

fall nature work.

One of our plans

to stimulate inde-

pendence and re-

sponsibility is the

silver pin work.

Each child, after

covering a certain

amount of ground,
chooses his own
special topic either

independently or

from lists of topics

posted. He then

works by himself

or with a partner

and his work is

Children entering the Brooklyn Botanic

Garden to cultivate their garden plots

checked through conference

with the person who has

charge of this work. The

work sometimes is in the

outdoor garden. For exam-

ple, what are the best to-

matoes to raise in Brook-

lyn? The student tries out

different varieties. Or the

silver pin topic may be the

"Family of Maples," or

"Shrubs That Bloom in the

Spring." The group of high

school and junior high school boys and girls (who

represent about one-third of the personnel of the

garden) raise all the seedling plants for the out-

door garden hundreds of young plants. This is

done in the children's greenhouses during the

spring. Such seedling plants as the tomatoes are

raised by the different classes in their class period

as a part of their work in preparing for the out-

door garden. Again the pri-

mary job of this garden is

education along the

lines of character

building through

such stimulating

opportunities as

any garden may
offer.

Courtesy Brooklyn Botanic Garden

"The man who

plants his garden,

or plays his vio-

lin, or swings lusti-

ly over the hills, or

talks ideas with his

friends, is already,

even though in

small degree, in-

vesting life with

the qualities that

transform it into

the delightful and

adventurous exper-

ience it ought to

be."//. A. Over-

street in "A Guide

to Civilized Loaf-

ing."



School 0ardens Yield Invisible C rops

"Vegetables and flowers are by no means

the only products of Cleveland's school

garden tracts. Of greater importance are

the desirable habits and character traits

developed, the recreation enjoyed and

the knowledge and skills acquired."

By PAUL R. YOUNG
Supervisor of School Gardens

Cleveland Public Schools

MAXY
PEOPLE know in a vague way that

Cleveland has school gardens. How they

operate or what they accomplish for the

boys and girls who work in them is another mat-

ter. Tons of vegetables and bushels of flowers

are harvested by these youthful gardeners each

season, but the habits, knowledges and skills

which the children unconsciously gather with

them are the really important crops.

Cleveland has four school garden tracts aggre-

gating about ten acres and providing individual

garden plots for some 950 boys and girls, mostly

from grades four to eight inclusive. Trained

teachers are in charge of each tract and all work

is done under their guidance

and supervision, so that An exhibit of the products of the Henry W.
costly and discouraging mis-

Longfellow garden tract: happy boys and

girls and a goodly supply of vegetables!

takes by the children are avoided. Good soil, ade-

quate equipment and modern methods of culture

bring successful crops which, needless to say, are

a necessary prerequisite to the less tangible but

more important returns.

School-year instruction in science and garden-

ing at the schools equipped \vith the garden tracts

begins, in late winter, to point toward the outdoor

garden. Pupils are given the opportunity to enroll

for a garden plot, the size varying with the grade

and capabilities of the children. Beginning gar-

dens for fourth or fifth grade youngsters are

about 200 square feet in area, those for sixth

graders about 300 square feet and junior high

gardens about 400 square

feet. To enroll, a pupil ob-

tains parental consent and

Courtesy Board of Education, Cleveland, Ohio
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pays a fee of from 40 to 75 cents, depending on

the garden size. This payment is required chiefly

as an evidence of serious intent, and is used to

purchase the seeds used and to provide some prizes

for outstanding work during the season.

As the garden season comes on, the science

classes use the garden as their laboratory. Chil-

dren not enrolled for a garden are assigned as

helpers to those who are registered gardeners.

Thus all receive instruction in preparing the soil,

planting the seeds and setting plants, and the work

of the garden goes for-

ward with the season,

during school hours and

as a definite part of the

school program.
All garden plots of

the same size and grade
are planted according

to the same plan. Typi-
cal plans are shown in

the accompanying dia-

grams. Plots are laid

out in rows, with two

foot paths between.

Gardeners enrolled

from a particular class-

room group are assign-

ed adjacent plots and

the work on that group
of plots proceeds as a

unit. When a certain

row is to be planted, a

line is stretched in the

proper place, extending
across all the plots in a

given row. After the

needed demonstration

and instruction each

gardener, with his as-

signed helper, goes to his particular plot and does

the actual planting on it. When all have com-

pleted the work to the satisfaction of the in-

structor, the line is moved to the next row and
the process repeated. Thus, with a row or two
at a class period, the planting of the garden is

accomplished.

By the time the school year is over in June the

gardens are well under way. Children who are

enrolled gardeners continue their work on a reg-
ular class schedule maintained throughout the

summer vacation. They meet as a class group
twice each week. Pupils not enrolled lose their

-X- -X-

TOMATOES - &TAKETD* X *

CHAfPD

BEET-S - FOLLOWED BY ENDJVE

ON/ON

or

touch with the garden, except as visitors, until

school opens in the fall.

Readers who recall the reluctance with which

they as children participated in the care of the

family garden "back home on the farm," will per-

haps marvel at the fact that there is almost no

attendance problem with these boys and girls who
are growing school gardens. They come at their

appointed time week after week with surprising

regularity throughout the summer, and with an

attitude which indicates that the work has a real

"kick" in it for them.

Of course there are

grading systems and
awards of various sorts

that help maintain in-

terest and that contrib-

ute to the character

value of the work for

the child.

Each youngster is

held individually and

personally responsible

for the work on his

garden plot. He is given
no help other than coun-

sel, advice and instruc-

tion. Results are up to

him. Those results, in

the shape of vegetables

and flowers, are his re-

ward for effort put in,

and nature usually sees

to it that the reward is

about in proportion to

the effort. Records kept

by some classes indi-

cate that the cash value

12"

PLAMTS / EGGPLANT

IS'

CAftf?OTS
/S

LETTUCE

IS'

12*

GARDEN
of produce will average
from six to seven dol-

lars for the small gardens, nine to ten dollars for

the medium sized plots, and twelve to fifteen dol-

lars for the large junior high plots. One junior

high boy who kept a record of his produce had a

total value of $23.14 from his 1^x28' plot.

Woven around these objective results are the

subjective values of the gardens to the children

who work in them. The school garden tracts in

an unusual degree bring under the control and

guidance of the teacher those real life situations

and experiences which are now generally accepted
as the only effective means of character training.

The garden is real, not a school imitation. It is a
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project carried on by each

child as one of a group,

and as such he is subject-

ed to group influences and

pressures that provide a socially valuable training.

Character habits and traits inevitably strength-

ened by the exercise they receive in the garden
tract work are patience, industry, carefulness,

punctuality, responsibility, consideration for others,

honesty, and many others in particular cases.

Some of these values grow out of the gardening

itself, others out of the fact that it is a group

activity. The inevitable response of a garden to

careful, patient, painstaking work, and its lack of

response to the absence of these factors, is in itself

a potent lesson taught by the activity rather than

the teacher. The group pressures demanding

punctual attendance, conformity to standards of

excellence, and observation of property rights, are

influences for good of great

importance although the chil-

dren are entirely unconscious

of their action. Garden knowl-

edges and skills are within the

province of the teacher and his

lessons, and a youngster par-

A row of garden plots at the Benjamin Franklin

garden tract. The photograph shows the

continuity of the rows across the individual

plots as well as the paths separating the plots

The gardens which are described by
Mr. Young are located at the fol-

lowing schools: Benjamin Franklin,

Harvey Rice, Henry W. Longfellow
and Thomas A. Edison. Visitors are

invited to see these centers.

ticipating in the tract gar-

den work for a year or

two cannot help but ac-

quire a goodly store of

them that will stand hiifi in good stead through-
out life, wherever he goes or whatever he does.

Even more immediate satisfactions accrue from

this garden work. A few minutes' observation on

one of the tracts during a summer day would con-

vince one that unadulterated enjoyment on the

part of the pupil is no small factor in his suc-

cess. The work is fun, and what happier com-

bination than this is to be found? Parents, too,

find comfort in the vacation hours profitably em-

ployed by their children, away from the dangers
of city streets, in wholesome company and health-

ful environment.

School and juvenile authorities are convinced of

the need of playgrounds for our children, and

rightly so. Could they but ob-

serve the values in a properly

conducted school garden, their

vision of what constitutes a

playground could hardly stop

with the expanse of .cinders or

(Continued on page 734)



.earning in a 0arden

WHEN
THE Camp Fire

Girls write us the stories

of their gardens it is the

notes on what they would do

differently that are the most

poignant. "Next year I'll plant

my seeds as early as possible,"

a fourteen year old girl writes

wistfully "the time of bloom-

ing was all too short." How
many older and more experienced gardeners echo

her resolve ! Over-crowding, disappointing color

combinations, plants that died in the moving, the

eternal battle with insect pests, the vagaries of sun

and rain, helpful dads and admiring families, all

these we glimpse in the garden diaries which the

girls send to National Headquarters. They are

experiencing at first hand the ups and downs, the

joys and disappointments of the gardener, taking,

with trial-and-error, trial-and-success, those first

steps on the long flower and fertilizer strewn path
from which there is no turning. For who, once

having nurtured a garden through its first season,

can resist the temptation to try again, to do this

quite differently and that much better?

Diaries Tell the Story

But share with us the diary of one of the girls.

We wish we could quote it all, but here are

enough of the entries to give you the color and

drama of Estelle Parker's garden from seed to

frost, and incidentally, a glimpse of Estelle too.

May 30. I stood bossing the job to see he didn't dig

the wrong thing as my father spaded the little garden spot.

May 31. A few balsams had reseeded so I transplanted

them to the spots that suited my fancy. In order that the

gaillardia plants may grow better. I separated

the plants and replaced them in different parts

of the garden.

June 1. It is supposed to be impossible to

transplant annual poppies, but I decided to

try it. I found that it is possible if you leave

the roots and water them

frequently.

June 3. In the back of

my garden behind the

flowers I have a row of

There is much to learn in a

garden, and Camp Fire Girls

are making many discoveries.

By C. FRANCES LOOMIS

Editor, Department of Publications

Camp Fire Girls, Inc.

vegetables. I planted red kidney

beans and radishes. I also planted

the newest kind of sweet scented

nasturtium.

June 15. The garden needed a

little attention so I hoed out the

weeds.

June 28. I picked gaillardias

for a special birthday bouquet for

my little three year old nephew.

The petunias that blossomed out

today were purple.

July 5. The poppies and more gaillardias began blos-

soming this morning.

July 12. The beautiful balsam began to show its

dainty lavender color today.

July 17. The sun has been so hot for the last few days

that I decided to give the plants a drink.

July 19. The next flower that began to blossom was a

big double yellow calendula. I also transplanted a few

salpiglossis as the moss roses which I planted a few weeks

ago didn't come up. The seed was old.

July 25. I hoed the garden and as I have been helping

clean the garage I found some fertilizer that the plants

would relish. The radishes have been eaten up and in

their place I planted lettuce.

August 3. The garden is in full bloom and a most

beautiful sight.

August 6. I gave the garden some more artificial rain

from the hose.

August 9. The zinnias began to blossom. The first

one was quite small.

August 13. The weeds grow exceedingly fast ; I had

to hoe the garden again today.

August 16. During this whole month the flowers have

been in full bloom and a gorgeous sight.

August 21. It rained again today so I was unable to

hoe the garden and made a burnt sugar cake instead.

August 23. The family had to admire the big orange-

red zinnia blossom. It is five and a half inches in di-

ameter and the largest one in the yard. We call it David

Harum as it came from seed obtained from that radio

skit.

August 27. I took seed pods off the poppies and put

the seeds away for next year's planting.

August 30. After I gave up hopes of the nasturtiums

ever blossoming, they fooled me and did blossom. They
are a beautiful yellow with the green foliage.

September 1. To my disgust the asters that opened

were pink and white instead of purple or red.

September 4. Used a little elbow grease on my hoe to

the delight of the flowers.

Wild Flowers in the Home Garden

Courtesy Camp Fire Girls, Inc.
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September 12. Next year I hope to put my plants out

earlier so that I may have a longer blooming period.

It is not necessary, is it, to point out all that

Estelle and hundreds of other girls are learning
in their gardens ?

Luella Hill is thirteen, and she goes in for

gourds. Her diary is illustrated with pen and ink

sketches and from sprouting seed to leaves, ten-

drils, flowers and finally the gourds themselves.

These few extracts from Luella's diary give you
a picture of her gourds, and of Luella too.

July 15. I tilled the soil and planted the gourd seeds

on July 15, 1937. The first plants appeared July 19th,

four days after planting.

July 30. Today the gourds showed two distinct joints

on most of the plants. At each joint leaves were starting.

August 3. The first tendrils made their appearance.

They also originated at the joint formations.

August 7. The tendrils had made amazing growth.

They grew two inches then divided into two or three

feeler-like tendrils. Some showed indications of curling

up. Some of the longest ones measured six inches from

the gourd joint to the end.

August 10. Daddy helped me put up a wire fence-

like place for these ambitious

gourds to climb upon. In less than

half an hour some of the gourd

tendrils nearest the wire had be-

gun to wind about it.

August 12. Spent some time with

the gourds trying to direct their

climbing toward the fence. I noted

the aphis had arrived and tried to

get them off. The twelve-spotted

beetle had destroyed a few leaves. I killed some of them.

Tiny bud-like formations are appearing from the main

vine where joints suggesting blossoms are in the making.

August 13. Well, today I have helpers with my gourd

insects. The red lady-bird beetles were numerous and

after aphis. I hope they remain. There is a fine spine-

like formation of the stems and under leaves on main

veins. It is sticky and prickly to the touch. It is the

same as found on pumpkin and cucumber vines.

August 18. The first bloom appeared. It had four

petals and a cone-like center which had six divisions.

August 21. There were two more blossoms. These

had the same center formation but had five petals. All

the blooms thus far have had small gourds forming at

the base of the blossom and are attached to the main

stalk at a joint with a leaf right close at the same joint.

August 22. I have been watching a small yellow gourd

formation. Today it was the size of an ordinary marble

and the bloom opened this morning. I have green and

yellow gourds thus far ;
later two more blossoms opened.

These were smaller and have a different center. This

type of blossom does not have gourds forming. The

squash blossoms are of two types similar to the gourds.

The blossoms are always closed by 11 o'clock.

August 23. Measured the longest gourd vine today

and it is 4 l/2 feet long, and the joints are about 3 to 4

inches apart. All the vines are climbing the wire mesh

fence and growing as if they liked to reach up. Two
blooms with small gourd attached, and five without.

Noticed all blooms without gourd formation are low on

the vines. When the blooms die they give a twist as if

to close and protect the centers from intruders.

September 4. From the time the first blooms appeared
there have been a few each day and sometimes quite a

large number. The gourds are practically matured now
and the vines are beginning to die. The longest vine is

about eight feet high. Some of the gourds are pear

shaped, others round, while some have a suggestion of a

neck. There are all yellow gourds and some with orange

stripes, others with white stripes, green with light green

stripes, light green with dark stripes, yellow and green,

and some light green ones with warts on them.

Mary Alice Snead, too, struggled with aphis,

and pays grateful tribute to the ladybug in these

amusing verses :

SERVICE

(Dedicated to Ladybugs)

Ladybug, Ladybug, do not fly home
No house is on fire and no children will burn.

There is food by the mass in the wild cherry tree

Awaiting your pleasure, delicious and free.

Give fools their gold, and knaves

their power;
Let Fortune's, bubbles rise and fall;

Who sows a field or trains a flower,

Or plants a tree, is more than all.

Whittier.

Ladybug, Ladybug, now you may
go.

Your job is done perfectly, all of

us know.

Ev'ry aphid is eaten, each leaf

clean as new,

And the tree can now thrive again,

thanks, ma'am, to you.

Gardening Honors

When we revised the Book of the Camp Fire

Girls last year we went into a huddle with garden

experts throughout the country and came out with

fifty "honors" suggestions of activities the girls

could do in gardening. These are, of course, in

close relation to the honors in Nature Study of

which there are 349. We also revised our require-

ments for rank, suggesting seventeen different

ways in which girls might earn their rank as

Torch Bearers, Gardening, Nature Lore and Con-

servation being three of them. It is no mean
achievement for a girl in her teens to earn this

rank in gardening, as a glance at the requirements

will show :

i . Plant and care for a flower garden and keep a

garden diary for three months, including cost,

diagram of planting, color scheme, dates when

flowers were planted, when they bloomed and

when they finished blooming, What you did for

soil culture and protection from insects, and notes

about results and what you would do differently.
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Courtesy Camp Fire Girls, Inc.

The garden should contain at least five different

kinds of plants.

2. Supply your family with two varieties of

vegetables from your own garden for one season.

3. Choose one :

A. Design a landscape plot for

your home, school, or church

grounds, planning continuous

blooming from spring to fall,

color scheme, shrubs, peren-

nials and annuals.

B. Be responsible for

having some un-

sightly spot in your
town cleaned up and

improved with flow-

ers, grass, shrubs, or

trees; or for having

a garden, shrubs, or

trees planted at school or on the grounds of some

other public building; or for having trees or

shrubs planted along a city block; or for having

flowers or trees planted along a highway. This

means getting people interested enough in the

idea so that it is carried out, you to help with the

planning and work.

4. Demonstrate to a group two types of flower

arrangement and tell how to cut garden flowers

and care for them for home decoration.

5. Demonstrate to a group how to prepare the

soil for potting a plant and pot it. Explain how
the same principle applies to preparing garden soil.

6. Demonstrate to a group how to test soil to

show whether it is alkaline or acid and name six

plants that grow best in each kind of soil.

7. Earn three of the following Nature Honors :

301, 305, 306, 307, 308, 312, 313, 315, 317, 320,

322, 325-

8. Start a garden reference library, which

should include a scrapbook or card file of clip-

pings, pictures, and notes; catalogues, pamphlets

and bulletins published by the U. S. Government

and state authorities, magazines, and other or-

ganizations; books if possible.

Many an older person would hesitate to accept

the challenge of these requirements, but the teens

have zest and courage and a will to finish what

they start.

A Conservation Project

Not all of the girls' gardens are made at home.

Some decorate school grounds, parks and road-

sides. This year the Camp Fire Girls are stressing

There are instances in which

Camp Fire Girls have wild

flower gardens, but they are

not encouraged in the indis-

cri m i n a te

moving of
wild fI o w e r

plants.

conservation as a special, project and among their

many activities is the planting of native trees and

shrubs. On the school grounds of Ada, Okla-

homa, they are planting redbuds; on the school

grounds of Atlanta, Georgia, dogwood. In some

places the girls have wild flower gardens, but we
do not encourage indiscriminate moving of wild

flower plants. They are advised to move plants

mainly from land that is being broken up for road

making or building, and then only under expert

advice. The girls seem to be especially successful

with trillium, violets and the hardier ferns. At

some of our camps the girls have gardens, wild

and otherwise, and the gardens are as varied as

the locality of the camps from the cactus garden
at the Long Beach, California camp to the fern-

ery at the New York camp.
There is much to learn in a garden and not all

of it is about the ways of flowers. We are glad
that so many Camp Fire Girls are starting out on

the fine adventure of making gardens of their

own.

"To those who are contemplating the making of

a garden it will be interesting to know that if their

labors do not at first bring satisfactory results

they may take consolation from the fact that

Washington had similar troubles. He was forever

experimenting with flowers and soils, and his

diaries and letters describing his gardening and

farming operations are often frank to confess that

as he has not obtained the results he is in search

of, he will have to try again." From George
Washington: Gardener, "American Forests."



Children 0arden and Grow

NOTHING
interests growing

children, yes, growing
people, quite like grow-

ing things, plants and animals.

Take it as truth that children

will most attentively attend a

plant or an animal. And they
will develop as much real re-

sponsibility in this relationship

as through any other school as-

signment.

There is no life situation for

a child that cannot tie him to growing things,

especially plants. Our Los Angeles City Schools

give due recognition to this fundamental idea.

What is more, we are doing things.

No activity can better test the validity of the

new liberalized curriculum for our public schools

than can school gardening. Our schools of today

are devoted to the individual child and are dedi-

cated to meet his needs for healthful living, social

adjustment, emotional stability, recognition of in-

dividual interests and abilities, provision of op-

portunity for original thinking and planning, and

for the orientation of the child intellectually and

industrially.

Curriculum content and teaching methods of

today will be appraised to determine how well

pupils are socialized, how efficiently and coopera-

tively they apply skills and knowledge in solving

real problems and to what extent they become

contributing citizens.

The work of the school must directly relate to

the child's deep constitutional demands. It must

be a vital and absorbing life, definitely concerned

with life needs and situations, rather than a pro-

gram of purely intellectual pursuits designed to

meet only professional and cultural needs.

The first few years of a child's life are precious

and significant in conditioning patterns of re-

sponse. At perhaps no later age level is it so im-

portant to provide experiences which will stimu-

late desired outcomes. A program of school gar-

dening provides such rich opportunities. It pro-

vides opportunity for out-of-door activity which

has point and purpose and which is an important

factor in conditioning a child's health pattern.

Through group organization and activity the

child is provided with opportunity to work with

By VlERLING KERSEY

Superintendent of Schools

Los Angeles, California

"We recognize the 'Little Garden
1

movement as being a most im-

portant phase of education, and
we sense it to be one of the most

significant of all recreational
activities. May it prosper!"

others and to learn the value of

cooperative endeavor. Thus a

program for school gardening

provides rich opportunity for

children to become socially

adjusted.

Emotional balance is best se-

cured and maintained through
wholesome interests and hob-

bies. How often the emotionally

or nervously afflicted person
turns to the great outdoors for

quieting comfort and solace !

The school garden program provides oppor-

tunity for the pupil to enjoy close communion
with the great outdoors, and permits him quite

unconsciously to embrace its bigness and relax

from the nervous and emotional tension induced

by close application to intellectual pursuits.

A program of school gardening enables the

child to explore, to seek new interests and abili-

ties and to satisfy the basic urge of working with

the soil and plant life which springs from it.

A school garden is a veritable laboratory for a

child's introduction into scientific investigation

and research. Simple chemistry of soil problems

intrigues the childish mind. Plant propagation,

budding and grafting challenge his thinking,
stimulate his imagination and in the majority of

cases induce profitable action.

A school garden is a vital link between home
and school. Here ideas are commonly shared,

plants and cuttings are exchanged, and sugges-
tions and advice are generously given by the

teacher to the child in his home activity. Thus
the school garden becomes an integral and vital

part of the child's life in his relationship to school,

home and community.
School records indicate many cases wherein the

civic beautification and planning of entire com-
munities may be traced to the influence of a fine

school garden with a fine teacher personality as

its director.

Depressions come and go and unfortunately

schools, like industry, feel these depression cycles.

It is sad to record that during such times some of

our most vital school subjects have been termed

"extra-curricular" and therefore to be dispensed
with in times of stress.
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Perhaps it is an ill wind

that blows no good, for out

of apparent misfortune comes

great good fortune. Through
the loss of a definite program
of gardening activities in many
schools during this emer-

gency, it is possible that we

have emerged with a program
more basic, more substantial

and much more productive.

Since individuals engaged in the profession of

teaching are now demanding that each step in the

educative process have a definite relationship and

contribution to the whole, we are ceasing to think

of a school gardening program as a separate de-

partment wholly unrelated to other school activi-

ties. We are now viewing it as a part of the

whole, and our school gardening teacher is find-

ing himself concerned with all gardening work

growing out of each grade's activities. He will

be equally valuable in guidance and direction to

kindergarten and sixth grade pupils. His garden
area will no longer exist to make a model or show

place, but rather it will be an area wherein the

actual needs of the children are met through their

own thinking, planning, and industry.

Aesthetic appreciations and cultural develop-

ment will result through the opportunity of grow-

ing beautiful blossoms and arranging them artis-

tically in classrooms and halls.

The school garden will become a center of com-

munity activity through the desire of a far-seeing

and deep-thinking leader who senses the possi-

bility of serv-

ing community
needs.

No longer are

we thinking in

terms of tradi-

tional subject
matter as the

core of our
school curricu-

lum. We are

endeavoring to

give children

actual experi-
ence in plan-

ning, executing

and evaluating

the activities

which relate tO Courtesy Brooklyn Botanic Garden

"To grow something out of the soil, to

work and tend it with his own hands, to

reap a harvest of beauty or a bountiful

meal, brings into the heart and life of

the little child a consciousness of his

reliance upon Mother Earth and a

love for the soil which helps to clar-

ify his thinking, to make cleaner and
better his living, and to ennoble his

soul." Willis A. Sutton, Superin-
tendent of Schools, Atlanta, Georgia.

their personal living. A school

gardening program provides
rich opportunity for children

to explore a wealth of activi-

ties directly related to their

personal living. In so doing

they may grow in healthful

living, in social adjustment
and in emotional stability.

Children will tap new inter-

ests and develop new abilities.

They will develop cultural and aesthetic apprecia-

tions which make for more colorful and satisfy-

ing living.

From a brief supplementary report of school

gardens in Los Angeles elementary schools, we
learn that there are about 190 elementary schools

nearly two-thirds of the total number maintain-

ing sizable gardens. These average about 7,000

square feet in size and all but three of them are

located on school grounds. Many other schools are

cultivating small areas in nooks and corners and

along the margins of school grounds.
In the regular elementary schools, at the pres-

ent time, gardening instruction is given largely by
classroom teachers. There are, however, about ten

teachers who might be classed as "special" because

of their training and the amount of time which

they devote to gardening activities.

In most schools having gardens children of sev-

eral grades participate, and in some most of the

grades have gardening. Garden experiences are

supplemented by a variety of studies of plants,

animals and in-

sects conducted

in the class-

rooms, such as

miniature gar-

dens, cactus

bowls, potted

plants, terraria

and aquaria,
steads and sim-

ilar projects.
Three garden
centers main-

tained with NY
A aid supply
much plant ma-

terial for use

inside and out-

side of schools.



Gardening with the 4--H Clubs

CLUB WORK is based

not only on the

needs and interests

of 4-H club members, but also on the needs and

interests of the agricultural community of which

they are a part in accordance with the objectives

of the general extension organization under the

direction of the State Colleges of Agriculture in

cooperation with the U. S. Department of Agri-

culture. Rural young people in their organized

4-H clubs feel that they have a useful part of the

world's work to do, and that in doing it they may
grow mentally, socially and spirit-

ually. They also feel that they

have a definite respon-

sibility in improving
their community and in

making it finer in every

way.
In all such work,

learning to make con-

tacts with outstanding

men and women of the

community in positions

concerned with the pub-

lic welfare has been

emphasized as an im-

portant step in learning

to serve one's own com-

munity effectively.

Moreover, reports in-

dicate that young peo-

ple in such work have

been afforded a de-

lightful opportunity to

work side by side with

their parents and neigh-

bors. They have learn-

ed to recognize and to

meet local needs under

varying circumstances,

and thereby have gain-

ed valuable experience

as young citizens. If

enough provision is

made for exercise in

assuming responsibility,

reports indicate, an in-

creasing number of

By GERTRUDE L. WARREN
U. S. Department of Agriculture

An Oxford County, Maine, boy
makes tomatoes his chief crop

young people are being kept

in touch with the best in home
and farm life, and are develpp-

ing thereby a true sense of civic responsibility and

genuine leadership in making their community a

better place in which to live.

In this connection, the 4-H garden and orchard

club work has played a prominent part. During
the last year 4-H home garden club members

totaled in all more than 200,000 a considerable

increase over the preceding year. In addition,

over 12,000 were enrolled in the market-garden
work. In all, nearly a million

bushels of vegetables were pro-

duced, much of which

were grown in accord-

ance with a garden bud-

get plan for the entire

family. Frequently it

has been noted that the

making of a budget one

year has been the cause

of planning more care-

fully a garden and can-

ning the surplus the

next year. In a few

states 4-H club girls

became interested in

herb gardens and the

use of herbs in their

4-H food preparation

work.

In the flower-garden

work, including the

beautification of the

home grounds, there

was a total enrollment

of over 80,000 mem-
bers. Of particular in-

terest in this connec-

tion were the stories of

4-H club girls and boys

who took entire charge

of their home-yard im-

provement work and
demonstrated in an out-

standing way how to

improve the soil for

planting, select and
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transplant native trees and

shrubbery, treat walks,

drives, or fences, develop mass plantings and

screen unsightly buildings. Beautification of road-

sides, village greens, and public grounds in gen-

eral also received much attention by many 4-H
clubs.

Although relatively new, of importance in pro-

viding ample fruit for the farm family, were the

4-H orchard-club demonstrations under way, in

which much care was used in determining the

number of fruit trees, bushes and grapes neces-

sary, from the standpoint of the nutritional needs

of all members of the family. The orchard plans,

once worked out, were conscientiously followed

by all 4-H club members enrolled for such demon-

strations. According to the last reports, there

were nearly 20,000 of these members who pro-

duced over 60,000 bushels of fruit. Most of the

garden and orchard club work was conducted by

4-H members in relation to the nutritional needs

of the family, yet in many instances considerable

financial profit was realized.

The 4-H club girls in South Carolina were so

deeply interested in gardens and flowers that 500
of them had hot beds made for starting their

vegetables and flowering plants and 1,267 f them

And in Walton County, Georgia, the study of

flowers proves interesting to 4-H Club girls did some phase of home

beautification work.

In old Virginia, Ossie Wade reported having a

garden 90 feet wide and 210 feet long which fed

three people all season. In addition, a considera-

ble amount was canned or stored for the winter.

Ossie's record book shows fertilizer, plowing and

other expenses amounting to only $10.75.

In Pennsylvania, 4-H reports show that with

such special crops as sweet corn, tomatoes, canta-

loupes, cabbage and cucumbers, there were 1,352

members who also kept cost account records.

In many states all club members, both boys and

girls, as has been the practice for a number of

years, checked their food and health habits and

gave special attention to the raising and prepara-

tion of those fruits and vegetables found lack-

ing in their diet. In addition, 4-H club members

during 1937 canned their garden surplus amount-

ing to several million jars of vegetables. Much
attention also has been given by 4-H club mem-
bers to the proper preparation of fruits and vege-

tables for exhibit at 4-H Achievement Day meet-

ings and county 4-H fairs, as well as for display

purposes in connection with the selling of the

surplus on curb markets or at roadside stands.

(Continued on page 734)



Teaching Agriculture in a City High School

The methods by which agricultural courses are

conducted in a city high school, and the re-

sults secured in twenty-years of experimen-
tation are described in this interesting story

OUR
Vocational Agricul-

tural Department in

the Jamaica Plain High
School, according to the rec-

ords of the United States

Department of the Interior, is now the largest

agricultural department in the state and the sec-

ond largest department in the United States in a

strictly city high school. Our present enrollment

is 160 pupils, an increase of 55 per cent since

1931. Large as it is, however, there has been no

stampede into this department, and its enrollment

is but a modest fraction of the 32,000 high school

pupils in our Boston high schools. We have heard

about farm boys moving cityward. This depart-

ment is for boys facing farmward.

The course covers three years, one half of the

school day being spent on agriculture, and one

half on the best general education the high school

has to offer. Instruction is both scientific and

practical. The pupils are taken out for actual

agricultural observations and practice every week

by their instructors.

Boston and its immediate vicinity has led in the

development of new varieties of plants such as the

Concord grape, the Baldwin and Roxbury russet

apples, Bartlett and Clapp's pears, Boston Market

celery, Golden Bantam corn, Mary and Martha

Washington asparagus and many others too nu-

merous to mention. The Farm

and Trades SchoolonThomp-
son's Island, Boston Harbor,

has been teaching Agricul-

ture since 1931 with Boston

boys leading in attendance.

Private societies have been

conducting garden work for

forty odd years prior to the

organizing of this work.

By THOMAS P. DOOLEY
Head of the Agricultural Department

Jamaica Plain High School

Boston, Massachusetts

Resources Near at Hand

Around the fringe of Bos-

ton's border line we find

Out of the happy and successful experi-

ences which 10,000 elementary school

children of Boston in the school and

home garden projects made possible by
the School Committee in cooperation
with the Park Department, Women's Mu-

nicipal League and other local groups,

come a number of pupils each year who

want to follow agricultural careers. To

meet this need the School Committee,

since 1918, has been conducting agri-

cultural courses at the Jamaica Plain

High School. Each year the enrollment

has increased and interest grown.

poultry, turkey, swine and

dairy farms in Needham and

Dedham, and market gardens
in Arlington and Belmont.

Within Boston itself might
be listed the great Faneuil Hall market, the flower

marts on Tremont Street, the big fruit auction,

potato market and milk center located in Charles-

town, the Boston Park System, the Arnold Ar-

boretum, the huge estates of Jamaica Plain. In

the nearby communities we find flower, vegetable,

poultry and fruit stores, ice cream plants and

stores, and landscaping around the smaller estates

arid homes.

The Department has a large bus and a station

wagon type of car. In these the pupils are safely

and quickly conveyed by their teachers to scenes

of professional agricultural activity, such as

Esty's market garden in Newton, Cochrane's

poultry farm and Whittemore's fruit farm in

Canton, the Arnold Arboretum in Jamaica Plain,

DeLuca's greenhouses in Dedham, and the dairy

manufacturers plants in the immediate vicinity of

this school. Thus these pupils "learn by doing"

and make valuable seasonal contacts on farms and

other centers with men actually engaged in their

daily professions of agriculture. When spring ar-

rives these students are released from school, "A"
students about May ist and "B" students on May

1 5th, if they have satisfact-

ory places of agricultural em-

ployment. They carry on

their farm practice through
the summer under the super-

vision of their employers and

guidance of their agricul-

tural teachers who visit them

every two weeks to advise,

encourage and instruct them

while they are "on the job."

They "learn while learning."

To round out their train-

ing these pupils visit all the
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nearby agricultural fairs,

such as Brockton, Topsfield,

the Boston poultry show and

the spring flower show to ex-

hibit and judge vegetables,

poultry, fruit, flowers, cattle

and milk. Here they compete

with pupils from other agri-

cultural schools of the state,

and Boston's city-trained pu-

pils have won many ribbons,

medals and cups for state

championships in judging

vegetables, poultry, cattle, fruit and flowers. Three

to four hundred of these prizes are given out at

the annual spring agricultural assembly each

year.

At the recent Topsfield Fair, the flower and

cattle judging teams won first places and the fruit

team third place honors a fairly good accom-

plishment for city boys competing against farm

lads from the more rural agricultural schools!

The flower judging and plant identification teams

from this school have won first team honors for

four years at the annual spring flower show held

in Boston under the auspices of the Massachu-

setts Horticultural Society. The exhibits of typi-

cal city landscape problems vs. a "city back yard

garden," "penthouse garden," "window garden,"

have been awarded the Society's silver medal for

six years. This school has been called a "prize

winning outfit." Prize winning teams, like win-

ning athletic teams, are merely incidental parts of

education used to motivate better classroom work,

teach pupils to attend fairs, to learn good plant

varieties and touch elbows and meet the pupils

from other schools in good natured rivalry.

The Massachusetts Horticultural Society and

similar organizations are now cooperating with

our school in building up a very healthy coopera-

tive relationship by developing judging contests

and sponsoring exhibits of typical civic improve-

ments. Annually this society employs from

twenty-five to fifty of our pupils as guides and

assistant horticultural judges at their spring

flower show. On an average, four hundred pupils

from the school pay a small admission fee each

year to see these beautiful shows.

Summer Work
Of the total of 160 pupils in the courses, 95 per

cent were engaged in successful practice during
the past summer in spite of employment difficul-

Mr. Dooley pays tribute to the work of

his five fellow agricultural teachers at

the Jamaica Plain High School, all

trained specialists in agriculture and

education, who are untiring in their ef-

forts to maintain the highest possible
standards in the agricultural courses,

to the head master of the school, to

interested city, state and national of-

ficials and to the Agricultural Advisory
Committee whose advice and coopera-
tion have contributed to so great a

degree to the success of the project.

ties and discouragements
which face city pupils work-

ing on farms and estates

throughout Massachusetts.

Twelve out of sixteen sen-

iors who had completed our

three-year course carried on,

although summer practice for

them is not compulsory.
Graduates of this course are

now living throughout the

New England states, manag-

ing farms and market gar-

dens, conducting flower stores, serving as chem-
ists in dairy plants, teaching agriculture, and

working as agricultural scientists, agricultural

radio announcers, landscape gardeners, poultry-

men, foresters, fruit growers, greenhouse work-

ers, nurserymen, greenskeepers, golf course man-

agers and estate managers.

Agricultural employers are now asking for the

services of our pupils during their busy seasonal

periods, during the summer and after graduation.
These employers invariably are very enthusiastic

about these city school trained pupils.

The Process of Selection

Last spring the pupils were allowed to leave

school for summer agricultural practice from May
first on, depending on their scholastic grades. A
very marked reaction came from employers, pu-

pils and teachers; still greater results will be at-

tained as this device is further worked out.

A very notable piece of pioneer work which has

attracted wide attention is the device for finding

the right type of students for these courses.

Candidates are urged, at the spring meeting in the

high school for enrolling, to work during the com-

ing summer on farms, estates and home gardens
under the supervision of the agricultural teachers,

as a means of proving their interest and their

aptitude for agricultural careers. Each year ap-

proximately forty per cent of the candidates find

by such actual working experience that this type
of education is not to their liking and do not re-

turn in September. Thus the School Committee

saves much money, teachers are able to concen-

trate on pupils with a sound background, and the

pupils are helped to find themselves.

Sharing in Community Activities

During the latter part of May 1935, our De-

partment cooperated with the Boston Welfare
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Department in making a survey of all available

plots of land in Boston which might be used as

sustenance gardens during the summer. About fifty

pupils surveyed, drew plans and described these

plots. Again this department has cooperated with

local churches, schools and other groups in plan-

ning and carrying through civic improvements.
Our department, although it is now limited to

180 pupils, is equipped to extend training in agri-

cultural education to an increasing proportion of

our population and is desirous of doing so.

Yearly it is finding new outlets for the better

training of its students and for helping the citi-

zens of Boston in civic development problems

along both agricultural and horticultural lines.

Ours is not a "dead end" course. Graduates

may attend the Stockbridge School of Agricul-

ture at Amherst for a year or may enter the four-

year courses at the Massachusetts State College at

Amherst, and many have done so. Five graduates

of this department did post-graduate work and

received degrees of Doctor of Philosophy from

Harvard University. They are now holding re-

sponsible agricultural

and biological posi-

tions in various parts

of the United States.

Over thirty trainees

carried on with col-

lege or additional

study to fit them for

higher positions.
This vocational

course has never

been a barrier to

higher education ;
ex-

perience indicates that

This exhibit, ar-

ranged by a group
of Jamaica Plain

High School boys
and displayed at

the annual spring
flower show of the

Massachusetts Hor-

ticultural Society,
In 1934, represent-
ed a miniature su-

burban estate

it has been the means of inspiring many boys to

heights they would otherwise not have attempted.

Our twenty years' experience in conducting

courses and the concrete results secured in the

establishment of scores of our graduates in agri-

cultural pursuits, have led us to believe that our

Boston School Committee has been justified in

establishing and fostering these agricultural

courses.

"The general trend of many phases of both gen-

eral and special education is to carry most pupils

away from a complete consideration of their nature

environment. Life in the congested parts of our

cities permits no appreciation of the plant and

animal life of the fields and forests. ^The movies,

the struggle of parents to earn at least a fair liv-

ing, the desire of young people to prepare to earn

money, the occasional dislike of school and other

factors seem to make many children indifferent to

the natural environment of their suburban homes."

Marvin M. Brooks, Director, Nature Study and

School Gardens, New York City Schools.



Helping Children's wardens 0row

Since its inception in 1893, the National Plant,

Flower and Fruit Guild has encouraged the mak-

ing of gardens by children and the formation of

garden clubs for boys and girls. This it has ac-

complished through its various branches and clubs-

npHE OUTSTANDING

I example of the

work of the gar-

den program of the

the National Plant,

Flower and Fruit

Guild is that of the

New York City branch, whose

president is Mrs. James Roose-

velt, which maintains the chil-

dren's gardens on Avenue A on

a plot of ground comprising three city blocks,

from 64th to 6/th Streets, loaned to it for this

purpose by the Rockefeller Foundation. These

gardens were organized in 1911. The first year

saw the enrollment of sixty-four little gardeners

from among the children of the neighborhood.

Later a plan was worked out whereby a little

plot was given to each child in a group of boys

and girls convalescing from cardiac diseases and

tuberculosis. This proved most beneficial. Mr.

F. Stanley Howe of the Rockefeller Institute, in

an article about the gardens which appeared a few

years ago in the Homoletic Review, said : "When
an epidemic swept over the city in 1916 and pub-
lic playgrounds in the district were closed as a

precaution against its further spread, these gar-

dens were kept open, and a careful check by the

garden director after the epidemic had passed

showed that not one of her little gardeners had

been afflicted."

An important phase of these gardens is the edu-

cational value they have for each child. Under
the supervision of Miss Henrietta Munckwitz, the

garden director, the children are taught the plant-

ing and cultivating of their flowers and vegetables,

and with this individual work lessons are also

given, by observation, on the growing of various

plants and medicinal herbs, and instruction is

given regarding their use and

their value to man.

The little garden plots measure

about 5' x 10', and there are so

many children applying for gar-

den space that sometimes several

are assigned to one plot. More
than 2,000 children enjoy the

privilege of working in these gar-
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By IDA WHITE PARKER
Executive Secretary

All my hurts

My garden spade can heal. A
woodland walk,

A quest of river-grapes, a

mocking thrush,

A wild rose or rock-loving

columbine,
Salve my worst wounds.

Emetson..

dens. The Guild fre-

quently speaks of

them as its "League
of Nations" since

seventeen different

nationalities have

been represented in a

single season.

Planting Day, when the gar-

dens are opened each spring,

usually in May, is a gala occa-

sion. There is a flag raising, talks are given, and

ice cream is served. On Harvest Day, in the fall,

when an exhibition is held showing the best prod-
ucts of the gardens, there are again refreshments

and prizes are awarded. The gardens are then

"put to bed" for their long winter nap until the

spring returns.

In Other Cities

The branch of the Guild at New Canaan, Con-

necticut has since 1923 maintained extensive gar-

dens. The report for 1936-37 showed an enroll-

ment of 240 children who, under the direction of

Miss Katherine O'Brien, supervisor of the gar-

dens, were taught how best to raise vegetables and

flowers for home consumption and for sale. Pic-

nics and a Field Day always formed part of the

summer's activities, and a real festival is held on

Achievement Day when an exhibition of vege-

tables and flowers grown by the children takes

place. This usually brings a large crowd of in-

terested parents and friends to see the awarding
of the certificates of merit of which nearly 100

were distributed last year. The coveted award of

attendance at the short course at Storr's Agricul-

tural College was won by three girls and one boy.

In 1926 the Brooklyn branch of the Guild es-

tablished a garden for the children in the Home
for Consumptives. Through the

cooperation of the Brooklyn Bo-

tanic Garden seeds were distrib-

uted and the planting supervised.

Vegetables were grown as well as

flowers, and after harvest the

fresh vegetables were eaten by
the children while the flowers

(Continued on page 736)



Courtesy Jamaica Plain High School

The Development of School 0ardening in Boston

BOSTON,

which has

ever been a

pioneer in edu-

cation, may well claim credit for leadership in the

school garden movement in America. It was in

our city, which founded the first public school in

America (The Boston Latin School), the first

high school (English High School), the first

girls' high school and the first commercial course,

that the first school garden in America was

fostered.

In 1890 the Massachusetts Horticultural Society

took the initial step toward introducing gardening
into the school program by sending Henry Lin-

coln Clapp, Master of the George Putnam School,

to Europe for a survey of school gardens then

operating on the Continent. On his return he

organized and conducted a garden upon the

grounds of his Roxbury school. His early efforts

became a model for other schools to follow.

As the pioneer work of Mr. Clapp received ap-

preciation in Boston, other public-spirited groups
took up the task of making this educational and

avocational opportunity available to greater num-

bers of young men and young women. The Twen-

tieth Century Club, the Ruggles Street Neighbor-

hood House, the South End Industrial School and

the Women's Municipal League made possible a

fine start in children's gardening. The Boston

School Committee gave its first financial contri-

By FREDERICK R. SULLIVAN, A.B., MLB.A
Chairman, Boston School Committee, 1936-1937

bution to gardening

when, in 1901, it ap-

propriated money for

a large garden at the Boston Normal School.

The school garden movement stands as a me-
morial to city planning, for in the early nineties

some old tenements were razed to furnish the

necessary land for the gardens conducted by
school children near the Hancock School in the

Old North End, then one of the most congested
sections of the city.

Of great value in the early success -of school

gardens was the enthusiastic espousal and support
C'f the cause by the Massachusetts Horticultural

Society. From the very start, donations of plants

and seeds to the children, encouragement of per-
fection in culture through the offering of awards,

and annual exhibitions provided stimulation to

these gardening efforts.

The World War and the sharply rising cost of

food gave great impetus to the school gardening
movement. The boys and girls of Boston re-

sponded patriotically to the call for production,

and in one year during the crisis 10,000 home gar-
dens were supervised by our teachers and 5,000

young workers conducted gardens on vacant lots,

school lawns and even on historic Boston Com-
mon. In that period the School Committee and

the Park Department cooperated to conduct what

is probably the largest school garden project ever
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established in this country. Twenty-six acres of

our Franklin Park were plowed and staked off

into individual gardens. Pupils from sixteen

schools in the neighborhood successfully grew

crops, and 3,500 young people participated in the

work. During the first year Thomas P. Dooley,

now head of the Agricultural Department of the

Jamaica Plain High School, and John L. Mayer,

sub-master of the Dearborn School, were in

charge.

As a result of the valuable lessons derived from

the war gardens enterprise, the Boston School

Committee established a permanent staff to super-

vise this activity. Previous to 1917 we had car-

ried along the program under the supervision of

the individual school masters, and until 1918 gar-

dening activities were coordinated by a temporary

director. In that year Daniel W. O'Brien was ap-

pointed permanent Assistant Director of the De-

partment of Manual Arts in charge of school

gardening.

The Present Garden Program
The Boston school gardening program is now

conducted under the supervision of a permanent
staff of employees and maintained by an annual

appropriation of the School Committee. In addi-

tion, credit and thanks must be given to the agen-
cies and Associations outside the School Depart-
ment for their great assistance in many ways.

Through their cooperation the youngsters of Bos-

ton have an opportunity to learn of living, grow-

ing things by actual contact with them.

At the present time Boston has seventeen school

garden plots in which hundreds of children work
and study. Some of these garden plots are worthy
of special note. In the Mattapan section of Bos-

ton an institution known as the Prendergast Pre-

ventorium, which is supported by private charities

and by the proceeds of the sale of Christmas seals

under the direction of the Boston Tuberculosis

Association, offers a splendid chance for bene-

ficial work in gardens. This health protection

camp, devoted to assisting undernourished and po-

tentially tubercular children is, in a sense, a part
of our Boston School system, since it is included

in one of the Boston School districts and Boston

teachers are assigned to give instruction to those

children confined there. Here a school garden
plot offers opportunity to develop the health and

strength of children threatened by dread disease.

The Norfolk House of Roxbury has for many
years been actively cooperating with the Boston

Public Schools in the management of two gardens
within the neighborhood served by this institu-

tion. Such an arrangement is very helpful to us,

for we can rely upon experienced workers in

social service to make contacts with the children

within the section who are most interested and

most likely to benefit from the work and play of

the school garden.

Still another phase of our program is the gar-

dening and recreation project in which our School

Department cooperates with the Women's Mu-

nicipal League and the Park Commission in fur-

nishing out-of-door opportunities to the children

of the North, South and West End sections of

the city. In the heart of a fine market garden dis-

trict in the city of Woburn, Boston owns a large

farm. Once the estate of Mrs. Mary Cummings,
it was devised by her to be used as a pleasure

ground for the people of Boston. Our public

schools have cooperated in the proper utilization

of this land by furnishing instructors, seeds and

equipment for four hundred children who are

transported to the estate by busses on three days
of each week during the summer. As supervisor

of this project, Mr. Dennis M. Crowley of the

Jamaica Plain High School has developed an

elaborate program that includes games, nature

walks and a productive program of gathering

profit from the children's work.

The Women's Municipal League has, with our

cooperation, furnished the opportunity to children

of our crowded districts to be away from the heat

of the city and out in the green fields. A graduate
student at Harvard, Dr. Oswald Tippo, now in-

structor of Botany at the University of Illinois,

has directed the nature training of these young-

sters, and few children have ever known such an

enthusiastic and inspiring helper in the nature

search. All products harvested in the gardens are

taken home by the children who grew them.

WT

hile the amount of vegetables grown by any one

youngster is necessarily small, yet it is conceivable

that on some of Boston's dinner tables they are a

worthwhile addition to the meal.

As an example of the value of the help received

from the Women's Municipal League it is inter-

esting to know that in 1937 this body supplied

children's lunches for 5,040 days of pupil at-

tendance.

Home Gardening

From the war gardening days has come, a valu-

able contribution to my present gardening pro-
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gram in the realization of the importance of the

school plot in stimulating the improvement of

home gardens. Supervision of home gardening for

school children has been a practice through the

years, and at the present time there are over six

thousand children carrying on this profitable and

healthful activity each summer. Many a back

yard which has been an eyesore has been con-

verted into a beautiful spot, and many an at-

tractively landscaped home in Boston is the direct

result of early inspiration gained in the school

gardens of our city. That this love for horticul-

tural attraction is actively showing itself in Bos-

ton was proved last March when 5,000 Boston

children paid twenty-

materials, the School Garden Department supplies

to science teachers in our various districts potted

plants and other materials for class study. These

plants are grown in our greenhouse, and during

the past year over 3,000 pans of tulips, hyacinths,

and narcissi were used in science and art classes

in the Boston Public Schools. This service to the

teachers of science and art is in addition to the

use which they make of the plants growing upon
the school plot. Wherever it is feasible to do so,

our department establishes the school garden upon

the school grounds so that teachers may utilize

garden plants in their class work.

Garden clubs in the school furnish an outlet for

our youngsters who

five cents each to

visit and admire the

spring flower show

of the Massachusetts

Horticultural Society

at Mechanics Build-

ing.

During the spring

of 1937, former

Mayor Frederick W.-

Mansfield initiated a

campaign designed to

awaken in the citizens

of Boston a desire to

clean the city streets and

to beautify lawns as part

of the project. His cam-

paign was well received

by the children in the

schools, who reported,

as a result, the clean-

ing of 60,000 yards, the

planting of 7,000 shrubs

and 4,000 trees, the

grassing of i 1,500

lawns, the creation of

50,000 gardens and the

pruning of 16,000 trees

and shrubs.

Living Materials for

Class Study

To keep alive appre-

ciation for the wonders

of nature during the in-

active months and to

help in the teaching of

biology through living

A gardener at the Woburn Garden on the Cum-
mings Estate at Woburn, to which the children, in

groups of a hundred, are transported in busses

through the cooperation of the Women's Municipal

League which is playing an important part in the

development of the garden program. The League
is also supplying milk and crackers to supplement
lunches brought by the children from their homes.

Women's Municipal League

like to carry on their

gardening, as all good
horticulturists do,

even outside the of-

ficial season. Regular

subject teachers find

that the club helps to

motivate pupils in

their class work and

has a stimulating effect

upon success in their

studies.

In some of our
schools annual local ex-

hibitions and flower

shows are held. Miss

Mary Shea, a teacher

who is intensely inter-

ested in horticulture,

guides the children of

the Longfellow School,

Roslindale, in conduct-

ing an annual flower

and vegetable show that

has become the com-

munity's pride.

Exhibitions and

Medals

Another splendid fea-

ture of the school gar-

den program in Boston,

and one for which we

of the School Commit-

tee are grateful to the

Massachusetts Horti-

cultural Society, is the

(Continued on page 736)



Children's Gardens as a Community Project

Cooperation provided the answer to one

community's organization problems when

children's gardens were being initiated

FOR
AT LEAST two years at-

tempts had been made to or-

ganize a junior garden club

in Hastings-on-Hudson, either

under the sponsorship of the Gar-

den Section of the Woman's Club, or of the Rec-

reation Division, or jointly. The first season we

tried to organize a club for juniors we were un-

successful because we waited until midsummer
and by that time the children were scattered and

had other interests. We also found that because

of limited leadership it was difficult to organize

garden clubs on the playground.
The present club of thirty members came into

being somewhat accidentally. Early in May 1937,

the guidance counselor of the junior high school

assigned a seventh grade classroom project as

part of the junior high school health and guid-

ance program. The children were asked to plant

some kind of garden at home, either a window

box, flower or vegetable garden or just a pot of

flowers. The objective was to stimulate interest

in outdoor activities which might improve health

and prove an enjoyable use of leisure time. About

that time the Garden Section of the Woman's
Club again decided to sponsor a junior club and

asked the cooperation of the school. The chair-

man of the committee and the guidance counselor

saw the possibilities of using the project already

under way. With this classroom group as a nu-

cleus the Junior Gardeners Club was organized in

June as an extra-curricular activity in the junior

high school. In order to encourage the children

and show them what can be accomplished we took

the club members to visit the beautiful gardens on

the estate of Samuel Untermeyer in Yonkers,

New York early in June.

A committee was appointed from members of

the Garden Section of the Wom-
an's Club and the Hastings Gar-

den Club which was called the

Junior Gardeners Council. This

committee asked other members of

By MILDRED DAVEY
Guidance Director

Board of Education

Hastings-on-Hudson, N. Y.

"I feel that gardening is very
valuable to any child and that

the work is bound to be of great

help." Eleanor Roosevelt.

both clubs and interested citizens

to serve as inspectors of the chil-

dren's gardens during the sum-

mer. One of the inspectors was a

member of the Board of Educa-

tion, whose hobby was gardening. Another was a

mother of the president of the junior club. These

inspectors worked faithfully all summer visiting

the gardens at least twice a month and keeping

records, and were especially helpful in giving sug-

gestions and advice to the young gardeners.

Awards were made in September after school

opened on the basis of the respective ratings. En-

tries included window boxes, large flower and

vegetable gardens, front door gardens and potted

plants. Children from all sections of the village

shared in the experience. Prizes and ribbons were

awarded to about fifteen of the contestants, not all

of whom were club members.

The Recreation Division obtained the services

of the nature specialist of the Westchester County
Recreation Commission to meet club members sev-

eral times during the summer in order to keep in-

terest from lagging. Such activities as the making
of leaf spatter prints were conducted on the play-

grounds. Hikes to nearby woods for wild flower

study were arranged.

Announcement of the club and the type of ac-

tivities it would sponsor appeared in the junior-

senior high school students' handbook in Septem-
ber 1937. This made the children aware of the

fact that their club was sponsored by the general

organization of the high school and was recog-

nized as a regular school activity. When the first

club meeting was called we were amazed to find

that about thirty of the children wanted to con-

tinue as a club group. The fall activities were

planned to include an all day trip in the school bus

to the Bedford nature trails in

October. The day was spent ex-

ploring the nature trails in the

Poundridge Reservation in north-

(Continucd on page 738)



Garden Clubs as an Educational Factor

in

North Carolina Public School

By JUANITA MCDOUGALD MELCHIOR

THOUGH
leaders in voca-

tional education and

agricultural extension

work had promoted garden-

ing for certain age groups
in rural North Carolina, it

was only when unemploy-
ment and starvation began
to show their menacing
faces in the late twenties

that school and home gar-

dens received their real im-

petus. It was then that the

Governor of North Carolina initiated a Live-at-

Home program through the cooperation of vari-

ous state agencies. A special bulletin for schools

was issued by the State Department of Public In-

struction emphasizing the educational procedures

and cultural values as well as the practical bene-

fits to be realized from the maintenance of gar-

dens yielding the year round.

This subject proved to be a vital instructional

device in that it afforded a natural life experience

as an outlet for human urge to do real things to

be curious about growing plants, insects and ani-

mals, to plan and to experience the satisfaction of

concrete achievement as the reward of effort.

The effort made during the depression to meet

as far as possible the needs of growing boys and

girls at the various levels of the eleven year period

emerged into a concerted move toward revamping
the public school curriculum under the leadership

of the State Superintendent of Public Instruction,

the late Arch T. Allen. Laymen
and lay organizations were in-

vited to make suggestions about

the kind of education they

wanted for their children and

for the North Carolina of the

future.

"I should wish all my children to be
sensitive to all those aspects of earth

and sky that can move the soul with

loveliness and sublimity. . . . Certainly
I should like them to be at home with

Nature's infinite variety; to love not

merely her verdure and blossoming
but her mystic mists and yellow de-

cay. ... I think I should have a course

in Nature running pleasantly through

my children's years." Will Darant.

Mrs. Melchior, formerly Associate,

Division of Instructional Service,

North Carolina State Department
of Public Instruction, is a member
of the Advisory Board of the

Junior Garden Clubs of America.

Gardening Enters the

School Curriculum

Among others who re-

sponded was the State Fed-

eration of Garden Clubs.

This organization requested

a state-wide school cam-

paign for the beautification

of homes and schools along

highways, and incidentally

the organization of the jun-

ior garden club which would

reach all ages and groups

among school children. This request was favor-

ably received and it was the writer's happy privi-

lege to represent the department in promoting this

object, being more particularly responsible at that

time for the fields of science in the elementary

schools, and health, physical education, art and

citizenship, including geography, for the eleven

year program.
In the record of experimental curriculum ex-

periences contributed through teachers' reports

gathered from all over the state, gardening was

listed as a satisfactory educational activity and

was therefore included in the final bulletin report

for continued use as an activity. A bulletin on

how to organize and promote junior garden work

was prepared. Each adult garden club was re-

quested to appoint a member as a junior garden

club sponsor to work with the teachers in the

local school. More recently an additional source

of cooperation came with the appointment of a

state junior club sponsor.

Plans were inaugurated for the

state-wide contest on school and

roadside beautification to be

held under the joint auspices of

the State Federation which fur-

nished awards and judges, the
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Courtesy Miss Louise Biisbee, Raleigh, No. Car.

State Department of Public Instruction which

drew up rules and regulations, the score card and

helpful aids, and the Commission of Highways
and Prisons which contributed the cost of print-

ing and distribution. Scoring emphasized the de-

gree of improvement in individual cases instead of

comparative results among groups and individuals.

Use of Community Resources in

Garden Education

Guidance in gardening should be of two kinds

at least that based on practical experience and

technical knowledge, and that based on a knowl-

edge of educational and scientific principles. This

is a rare combination and it was not surprising to

find teachers more often than not deficient in

both. Fortunately our teachers were equipped

with initiative and resourcefulness. They used

farm agents, nearby florists and local garden club

members. An effort was made to modify in-ser-

vice teaching training in nature study and science,

using the local environment as a laboratory, the

work to take on the aspects of excursion, obser-

vation and experimentation.

A "drop in the bucket" was added when the

State Federation devoted a session of its annual

spring garden institute to the junior gardener.

Ellen Eddy Shaw, Director of Elementary Educa-

tion of the Brooklyn Botanic Gardens, in her in-

spiring and original manner, demonstrated with

the juniors some basic gardening principles. For

the most part the juniors present financed their

own way, including transportation, board and

registration fee.

Some Ways of Promoting Junior Garden Work

The public must be led to recognize and under-

stand the educational and social values of junior

gardening. Gardening is one of the happy solu-

tions to the educator's need, for it is a human

activity with practically universal appeal. Pro-

perly pursued, it makes contributions to all of the

accepted cardinal aims of education through the

soundest procedure the integrating factor of

purposeful working together, talking together,

reading together and playing together. It inter-

ests children in their environment
; it offers an ex-

perimental background for geography and science

reading arid it affords a genuine bond between

home and school, a link between the present and

the future, real carry-over values for leisure

hours.

A few illustrations will demonstrate these

values. Note the growth of civic consciousness in

these excerpts from children as found in their

comments, letters* and diaries.f or case studies.

"Our boys feed the birds now instead of killing

them. Our garden beautifies the school grounds."
From a Junior High School.

"The junior garden club helps us to see the

beauties of nature and enjoy them." From a

Junior High School.

"The PTA helps us and everybody seems proud
of our junior garden club."

Or the planning and working to share shown

in these:

"When our coleus slips have fine long roots we
shall plant them in soil. We shall cut more slips.

Each one of us hopes to give a fine little plant to

our mother." From a third grade.

"On December first we carried home our coleus

plants to our mothers. My mother liked hers. She

said, 'I shall plant it in my porch box.'
' : From a

second grader.

A group of second graders made a collection of

pictures and specimens which they put into a

book for permanent use as a reference. This re-

sulted in their learning to identify, read and spell

* The Fletcher Junior Garden Club, Mrs. D. D. Norton, Teacher
Sponsor.

t The Lilesville Junior Garden Club, Mrs. Ben Wall, Teacher

Sponsor.
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the names of a large number of the flowers com-
mon to the neighborhood as well as many not
known there.

A group in the mountains gathered the rarer

flowers such as hepatica and lady's slipper and
made a wild flower garden.

A new school building located in a narrow
mountain valley had rested under the shade of an

overhanging mountainside, the bare clay walls of

which had been left as a result of excavation pre-

liminary to its construction. Under the leader-

ship of the principal and teachers, each classroom

selected a section for beautification that finally

evolved into an interesting rock garden. Children

voluntarily brought stones from a nearby creek,

dug rhododendron and laurel for resetting, and
contributed shrubs, bulbs, and seeds from home
gardens.

Or the growing appreciations, broadening con-

cepts and definite information expressed in these :

"Charles and Dewey went to the woods for

some rich black soil. We shall plant our tomato

seeds soon. This soil will not give our plants the

wilt. Wilt is a disease that kills tomato vines."

''Today we learned the geranium, fern, sultana,

begonia, and cactus. All are growing in our in-

door garden. We took off the top soil and added
rich new soil."

Moreover gardening furnishes numerous and
diverse real life situations for using educational

tools and skills, for thinking and planning that is

centered about genuine problems:

"The plants seemed to need food, so we re-

moved the soil and added fresh wood mold."

"Today we wrote for our garden books. The
best letter was mailed."

"We have read the books the children bought
with their tomato money last spring."

"We will exchange shrubs and test seeds."

"Sometimes I crave another life to prolong the

learning I've only begun." From a teacher.

"The blue hyacinths that Richard Dawkins

brought last fall have three lovely blossoms now."

From a third grader.

Witness these uses of the available resources to

satisfy the awakening sensitiveness to beauty :

"We had no money to buy our flower pots.

Walter found many little milk cans. He and Wil-

liam made nail holes in the bottom. Then each one

of us painted a can green. Three dozen tiny cans

looked neat and pretty on our window sill."

From a third grader.

Or the opportunity for meeting individual dif-

ferences revealed in these concrete instances of

satisfactions found in gardening :

"Charles and Dewey made two long boxes for

our tomato seeds." From the January account of

the garden plans.

"We have just finished a wood chart with sixty
different kinds of wood found in our community."
"Our entire community is interested and will-

ing to help our club."

A boy of twelve, at the sixth year level, de-

veloped a book of designs on which he worked

independently for the ehtire duration of the sum-
mer vacation. From a book of irregular drawings
of homes with an indiscriminate planting, the book
evolved into a series of scaled drawings, neatly

done, carefully selected, and labeled with the bo-

tanical as well as common name of a wide variety
of shrubs.

Lessons Learned

One teacher,* in evaluating the results of her

work with the junior garden club, made the fol-

lowing summary:
Increased interest in the work of Luther

Burbank and in creative work in gardening.

Appreciation of happiness through varied
associations.

Miss Helen McLaughlin, Teacher Sponsor, Clinton Junior Gar-
den Club.

Courtesy Miss Louise Biisbee, Raleigh, No. Car.
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Realization that library facilities as a source of

practical information on gardening are invaluable.

Enjoyment of the new accomplishment and an

increased interest in the fact that they were citi-

zens of Clinton and that there was need for them

to care for their gardens at home and at school.

More notice of designs in girls' dresses and

wall paper.

More comments on roadside beauty and other

beauty commonplaces.

Better standards of what constitutes tastes,

harmony, beauty in texture, form, color and

adaptation.

Increasing interest in the dictionary.

Certain information became a part of the pupils'

fund of knowledge through their gardening ex-

periences. They learned primary and binary colors

and a number of pictures such as Millet's "Glean-

ers," "The Angelus," "The Sower," and the

"Song of the Lark"
; Corot's "Spring" and Hitch-

cock's "Flower Girl in Holland." They became

more adept in expressing their thoughts, in writ-

ing more rapidly and legibly, in pronouncing and

spelling names of common flowers, and such

words as petals, sepals, stamens, corolla, and
humus. They discovered there were many ways or

styles to have a garden and that plant growth was
due to germination which depended upon mois-

ture, temperature, good soil and cultivation. Fur-

ther, the pupils became familiar with the follow-

ing rules of planting: to handle plants carefully
to avoid injury; to transplant them as quickly as

possible and in the evening or before a rain; to

place plants firmly so that roots may take a se-

cure hold; to shade them to prevent withering,
and to use enough water and to cover with dry
soil.

Through the gardening program the children

were aided in their development of skills in cer-

tain curricular subjects. They developed a nat-

ural background in arithmetic through measuring
and drawing the garden plot, in finding the cost
of lumber and fertilizer, in budgeting garden ex-

penses, in keeping daily records of expenses and
incomes of garden, in recording the time seeds
were planted and harvested, in measuring the

height of the various plants in the garden, and in

buying paint, brushes, seeds, vases and watering
pots. There was freer participation in language

activities resulting in better oral and written re-

ports, invitations, poetry interpretation, conver-

sation, with better and wider choice of words and

clearer pronunciation.

The children came to recognize such musical

compositions as Nevin's "Narcissus," MacDow-
ell's "To a Wild Rose," and Mendelssohn's

"Spring Song," and they gained greater ability

in selecting and singing appropriate and melodious

songs.

And finally, as a result of working together, the

pupils learned many gracious ways of living hap-

pily with one another without friction.

Teachers and Educators Must Help

It is of fundamental importance that those im-

mediately concerned with the educational program
should interpret properly gardening activities.

There should be a new point of view entertained

by parent and teacher alike in the recognition of

these values and the necessity for a school schedule

or daily schedule which allows time for the ac-

tivity, space in which to carry it out, and materials

and equipment with which to work. The Ellerbe

and Lilesville clubs planted seeds which they sold,

using the proceeds to buy a radio and books. This

is an educative experience which constitutes a

part of America's social insurance for tomorrow.

The subject of gardening in its full scope should

be enthusiastically and intelligently presented to

the school personnel in their professional meet-

ings so that educational implications will be un-

derstood. Club women must be willing to con-

tribute of their own influence, time and effort to

establish a program that will have a far-reaching
effect on the fibre of the nation.

"Lucky are those people, young or old, who
know how much beauty and spiritual awareness

can be gathered unto their souls from the great
outdoors. To know how amazing are all other

forms of life is to know more implicitly the di-

vinity of the whole; to know more completely
what to bring to our own lives. And fortunate

indeed are those who have been guided in youth
toward this appreciation. Today, just as truly as

in the mellow reflections of Omar Khayyam, long

ago, mankind has been granted a spiritual heri-

tage a strange deep beauty and peace a near-

ness to God out under 'that inverted bowl we
call the sky.'

"
/. Otis Swift in The National

Parent-Teacher Magazine.



The Garden Center Institute of Buffalo

PLANTS can I use to retain a steep
bank where the soil erodes badly?" "My
garden soil has a greenish surface. What

causes this? Is it harmful to my plants? What
treatment will prevent it ?" "Is it possible to grow
both flowers and vegetables in a plot fifty by
eighty feet so that my lawn will be an inviting

spot in the summer and produce, at the same time,

enough vegetables for the table and cut flowers

for the house?" These are typical of the ques-
tions brought to the garden center daily by ama-
teur gardeners who find a few hours of gardening
a healthful and enjoyable hobby. By answering
them quickly and accurately the Garden Center

Institute of Buffalo helps thousands of persons
each year to spend pleasant hours in gardening, a

recreation satisfying in itself and equally valuable

in developing useful and attractive surroundings
for the home.

Organized three years ago and incorporated
under the Regents of the University of the State

of New York as an educational institute to en-

courage the art of gardening and related subjects,

the garden center has made for itself a definite

place in the life of gardeners of this vicinity, and

one which would be hard indeed to replace.

Services Offered

Our garden center works with the sixty garden
clubs of the Eighth Judicial District of New York

State, helping to plan programs and to correlate

their activities. In return for these services, local

garden club members assist with flower shows and

serve on other committees necessary to carry out

the varied projects of the Institute. Garden cen-

ter services, however, are in no way limited either

to the garden club member or to members of the

Garden Center Institute. Located in the club

house of a city park, the doors of the center are

open at any time to all flower lovers. In fact, it .

is, in all probability, the possessor of the little

garden or the non-garden club member who has

but limited sources of information available who
is most greatly benefited by the garden center. It

is here he obtains the knowledge needed for his

every day gardening activity; it is here he finds

the information necessary for a general under-

standing of botany, horticulture, conservation and

"Organized to serve as a clearing house

for garden information, to coordinate the

activities of conservation, gardening and

horticultural groups, and to provide all

gardeners with a source of information

reliable and easily obtained, the Garden
Center Institute of Buffalo is to the

amateur gardener what the Horticul-

tural School is to the professional."

By MARJORIE WELLINGTON
Director

nature study. The layman knows that at the gar-
den center his questions are answered immediately
and without charge. He knows, too, that only the

most up-to-date and reliable information is pro-
vided to solve his problems.

Garden center services are based to a great ex-

tent on surveys of local conditions. Its work is

guided largely by the questions poured into its of-

fice by amateur and beginning gardeners. We find

that the majority of questions come from per-
sons having only a small garden plot, the average

city lot. These gardeners are unfamiliar with gar-

dening technique. The inevitable need to cope
with special problems, such as improving poor

soils, planting in sites with undesirable exposures
and disguising unsightly views, are confusing
and weighty problems. It is this gardener, pri-

marily, whom the garden center seeks to help. A
call upon the Institute supplies him with practical

suggestions for garden design and with planting

programs which will show him how best to utilize

the available space in obtaining the greatest

amount of beauty and pleasure therefrom. Thus
the center helps the home owner to create a suc-

cessful and attractive lawn, one which results,

finally, not only in increasing the real estate value

of the immediate house but also in developing the

attractiveness of the entire neighborhood. Through
the center costly mistakes due to poorly chosen

materials or frequent and expensive changes are

avoided, for rather than working at random the

home owner starts with a concrete knowledge of

71:
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what he wishes and, moreover, he knows in detail

how best to achieve that end.

As the work of the Garden Center Institute has

become better known through weekly newspaper

articles and radio talks, flower shows, lectures and

classes and through specialized services, there has

been a noticeable increase in the numbers of gar-

deners taking advantage of the help and informa-

tion provided. It is, of course, the gardener who
avails himself of this knowledge, who applies it

and finds the results good, who does most toward

spreading enthusiasm for gardening as a worth-

while movement and for the garden center as a

dependable aid and source of inspiration. It is his

success and zeal which makes his neighbor con-

scious of the opportunities at hand and brings him,

too, to the garden center. As may be expected,

this growing garden consciousness leads to more

and more calls upon the garden center, not only

for services already established but also in many
cases for additional and wider reaching activities.

This demand, in turn, is met by the garden center.

Thus is born a new service ! Through it the gar-

dener himself increases the scope of the center's

work, and through the programs of the institute

his interest and activity are further stimulated.

Two interesting services inaugurated a year ago
to fill an apparent need have proved particularly

helpful to beginning gardeners. The first is a

landscaping consultation service through which

amateur gardeners may have the benefit of the

advice of a trained landscape architect. The sec-

ond is a garden maintenance service through
which any gardener may have his plant ills diag-

nosed by an experienced dirt gardener. Both of

these features are conducted by persons interested

in the work of the center. Their time is given to

the Institute except for a small fee to cover ex-

penses incurred in garden visiting.

Dirt Gardening

Each spring and fall since its organization the

garden center has held a class

in gardening designed to give

the amateur information needed

for everyday dirt gardening.

From the start this class has

been one of the most popular
and valuable courses conducted

at the Institute. Originally the

instruction was provided
through lectures alone. Now,
however, with the cooperation

"A garden is indeed the purest of

human pleasures. It is the great-
est refreshment to the spirits of

man, without which buildings and

palaces are but gross handiworks;
and a man shall ever see that when

ages grow to civility and elegance,
men come to build stately sooner

than to garden finely, as if garden-
ing were the greater perfection."

Francis Bacon.

of the McKinley Vocational School and the Board

of Education of the City of Buffalo, the center

has extended the study to include actual practice

and experience in dirt gardening as well.

The cooperation of the McKinley Vocational

School is helping greatly to enrich the program of

the center. The School has a department of hor-

ticulture which trains boys of high school age in

the fundamentals of horticulture so they are

equipped to become professional gardeners. Five

types of gardens have been designed on the school

grounds, and two greenhouses form an important

part of the department's equipment. The director

of the McKinley Vocational School Horticultural

Department conducts the garden center's practical

gardening class. Amateur gardeners enrolled for

the class attend lectures, observe demonstrations

of common cultural practices, and do their own
dirt gardening at the school under the watchful

guidance and individual attention given by the in-

structor. It is a thorough and intensive study

program. Its value to the door-yard gardener is

shown by the enthusiasm of each student. As this

issue goes to press, the spring class, with a regis-

tration of nearly four times the number expected,

is getting under way for a ten weeks' period.

A Test Garden

Another activity started last year by the garden

center, again in conjunction with the McKinley
Vocational School, is a test garden. Under the

supervision of a committee composed of landscape

architects, horticulturists and civic-minded flower

lovers, many new plant materials are grown here.

The value of the test garden for the small gar-

dener lies in the opportunity it gives him to see

each year recent plant introductions grown under

local conditions. The interest shown in this proj-

ect proves how deeply it is appreciated, especially

by the gardener restricted in his plant selections

by a small budget, for he cannot afford to grow
any but the flowers which most appeal to him, and

even these must be chosen care-

fully if he is to be assured of

fine performance throughout the

garden. This spring many gar-

deners are -taking advantage of

the knowledge gained last year

by observation of the test gar-

den. They may now order the

newer plants with a reasonable

idea of what to expect from

each purchase. Moreover, the
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test garden records are

available, and by consult-

ing them amateurs know

exactly what procedure
to follow in raising rare

plant materials.

Somewhat along this

same line is a plan we
have for the future. It

is our hope to have

eventually a series of

demonstration gardens.
This will show the home
owner the exact possi-

bilities found in develop-

ing even the smallest of

garden plots. We hope
to have on hand, too,

timely and detailed in-

structions to recommend
week by week the care

needed for each bit of

ground. When it becomes possible to complete

this plan, another project invaluable to the aver-

age door-yard gardener will be added to the gar-

den center's contributions to the little garden
movement.

Up-to-the-Minute Information!

Of great importance to the home owner is the

fact that the Institute brings him knowledge of

new varieties and types of plant materials, new

methods of culture and results of experiments in

horticultural practices. This up-to-the-minute ex-

change of news is possible because of the close

contacts maintained by the garden center with the

Department of Floriculture and Ornamental Hor-

ticulture at Cornell University, with other horti-

cultural groups and with gardening organizations

throughout the nation. With the cooperation of

these agencies th'e center has an excellent library

of books, magazines, pamphlets and clipped ma-

terial, all valuable sources of information in an-

swering the questions of gardeners seeking help

at the garden center. Formerly such information

was difficult for the amateur gardener to obtain

and then only after much delay, laborious cor-

respondence and research. Now, at the garden

center, even the most inexperienced of gardeners

can keep in touch with the horticultural world.

He has immediately available up-to-date and ac-

curate information, whether it be for a garden
club paper or for his own gardening duties.

Viewing the rose garden at Roger
Williams Park, Providence, R. I.

To supplement this library, we are particularly

fortunate in having the interest of local amateur

and trained gardeners, the cooperation of mem-

bers of the staff at Cornell University and the

assistance of experiment stations, horticultural or-

ganizations and of horticulturists throughout the

country. This help is invaluable in solving those

problems requiring knowledge and materials at

present beyond the resources of the Institute. As

an additional aid, many of the horticulturists

whose names are familiar to all gardeners are pre-

sented on garden center programs so that the gar-

dening public has an opportunity to hear them in

person. During the past year, in addition to the

regular classes in nature study and gardening, the

garden center held sixteen horticultural lectures.

Each speaker was a well-known authority. Both

the advanced gardener and the novice had the

rare opportunity of hearing such experts as

Arthur M. Pillsbury, famed for his experiments
in growing plants without soil and in producing

X-ray motion pictures of plant cells and tissues

at work; Dr. William Crocker of the Boyce

Thompson Institute of Plant Research, who gave

gardeners of this vicinity their first chance to hear

of and see pictures of experiments in the use of

(Continued on page 739)



in a

Small Community

IN

THE VILLAGES of Nashwauk and Keewatin,

Minnesota, there are garden plots varying from

one-half of a block to nearly two blocks in size,

each garden being enclosed with a fence. The soil

in the gardens has been carefully prepared and has

been rebuilt from time tb time by adding soil and

fertilizers of different types. In each of the gar-

dens is a sign stating that within the enclosure

there are public school gardens. Each has a bird

house erected by the Boy Scouts. Water is made

available at different points in each of the gardens.

Under a WPA project two years ago drainage for

the garden at Nashwauk was provided to carry off

spring water following the melting of snow or a

severe downpour.
These gardens have been in operation for a

number of years, and during the late spring and

summer they present so attractive an appearance
that people driving along the highway have

stopped to comment on them.

Regulations in Force

The general regulations covering the garden

project are as follows :

Any school boy or girl over ten years of age on

June ist in grades 4 to 12 inclusive may enroll by

agreeing to the following rules :

1. If the enrollment is so large that gardens
cannot be assigned to everyone, the number will

be reduced by limiting the number as follows :

a. Not more than two from the same family

will be assigned gardens.

b. Pupils who have had gardens four years or

more will not be assigned a garden.

c. Pupils who are enrolled below the fifth grade
will not be assigned a garden.

2. Those who have not completed satisfactory

work or who have shown lack of interest or vio-

lated garden rules during other years in the club

cannot be assigned gardens this year. Your gar-
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By J. E. LuNN
Superintendent

Independent School District No. 9

Itasca County, Minnesota

den work is not completed until you have written

your garden record and story. (See rule 7.)

3. Gardens will be forfeited if gardeners have

three consecutive unexcused absences or violated

club rules. (See rules 4 and 6.)

4. No one will be allowed in the gardens at any
time outside of class hours except in urgent cases

and with the consent of the instructor.

5. Gardeners must enter and leave the gardens

through the gate. Climbing the fence will not be

tolerated.

6. No one is to pick or to take anything from

another garden without the owner's consent and

the permission of the instructor. Learn to re-

spect the property of others.

7. During the summer gardeners are to keep an

accurate record of the amount of work done on

their gardens, the amount of and value of all vege-
tables gown. Using this summer's records each

gardener shall write a summary and a story of his

garden work on the regular state record sheet of

the 4-H Garden Club before October I5th. This

is a requirement of the state organization.

8. Each gardener shall exhibit vegetables at the

county fair or the local exhibit.

9. There will be three sizes of gardens, as

follows :

a. Large gardens for advanced gardeners

32' by 15'; b. medium-sized gardens for inter-

mediate gardeners 24' by 15'; c. small gardens
for inexperienced gardeners 18' by 15'. Some of

the best advanced gardeners are given extra plots

(Continued on page 739)
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TWENTY-SIGHT
years ago the

School Garden Association of

America was founded for

the purpose of leading

people to the realization

that to be educated their

children must have direct

contact with Mother
Earth. The enrichment

which has been added to

the education of chil-

dren in communities
where opportunities for

gardening exist reveals

the value of the addition

of this experience to the

curriculum of any school

in our country.

Community agencies
have frequently fostered

an extensive gardening

campaign to help produce the food needed in time

of war or economic depression. Then the em-

phasis was upon the monetary value of garden

crops. When the time of great food shortage

passed, gardening as a widespread practice was

discontinued and the educational value of the ex-

perience was disregarded. The facilities for the

project deteriorated and

By PAUL H. JONES
President

"A school garden is an outdoor plot on school

grounds equipped for the cultivation by children
of as many different kinds of plants as the space
and climate will accommodate. Every school

garden should be planned attractively to grow
annual, biennial and perennial plants including

plants grown for vegetables, plants for flowers

and for fruits, as well as woody and herbaceous

plants. In the real school garden the child

learns at first hand not only a great variety of

natural objects, but also myriads of natural

phenomena. He learns to appreciate and en-

joy nature. In becoming skillful in plant culti-

vation he attains health and strength. Just in

proportion to the acceptance by schools of this

natural method of education is success in social

preparation obtained." Van Evtie Kilpattick,
Founder and First Vice-President of the School

Garden Association of America.

unbalanced economic picture.
The generation which is reach-

ing adulthood today is

not cognizant of the

value of soil. The schools

of America can help

children to become more

thoughtful and resource-

ful citizens by providing

the wealth of experience

which gardening educa-

tion presents. A well-

planned course assists pu-

pils to attain worthy
home membership,
worthy use of leisure, and

a real appreciation of nat-

ural resources while they

produce healthful foods

and gain healthful exer-

cise.

The officers of the School Garden Association

stand ready to assist individuals, communities, or-

ganizations and boards of education to plan a gar-

dening experience for every boy and girl in

America.

Anyone who is interested in the Association's

purpose is eligible to membership. The member-

ship includes people
the children of "good
times" grew up igno-

rant that the soil was

a natural resource use-

ful in adjusting . an

Part of an exhibit of over a thousand pots of paper-
white narcissus grown by pupils of the East Mauch

Chunk, Pa., grade schools. Karl H. Blanch, who is

associated with the schools, is chairman of the Na-

ture-Garden Clubs of the School Garden Association

from every walk of life.

Many are teachers and

because of the close as-

sociation with school

(Continued on page 740)
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"In the garden more grows
than the gardener sows."

RECREATION

DEPARTMENTS have found truth in

this old proverb, as here and there across the

country gardening has been included among
recreation activities for children. The lessons that

boys and girls learn seem as valuable as the crops

they carry home. Appreciation of public property

and a feeling of personal responsibility for it are

mental attitudes that every community needs to

have instilled in its citizens.

Garden programs have been developed in a

dozen different ways, but the motive behind each

one has been concern for the happiness and well-

being of boys and girls. It is possible here to re-

port only a few of the outstanding programs in

the country that suggest methods of developing

the activity. Whether recreation departments
have handled the program by themselves or co-

operated with schools, garden clubs or park de-

partments, it has been evident that in addition to

healthful exercise and valuable knowledge boys
and girls have found that gardening is fun.

A dozen boys in Middletown, Connecticut,

wanted some flowers. Although they said that the

lady didn't mind if they took some from her

garden, the superintendent of recreation knew
otherwise and discussed the matter with the lads.

He learned that they would like to grow flowers

of their own, but they had no land and very little

knowledge of how a garden was begun. After

some thought and investigation, the recreation

superintendent found that there was a vacant lot

in town that was in disgraceful condition, and also

that the owner would be glad to have the boys use
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the property if they would lean it up. The same

public-spirited citizen offered to donate seeds for

the undertaking. That fall the boys experienced

the real joy of sharing with others the flowers

from their own successful gardens. Seven sea-

sons have passed ;
five more vacant lots have been

rilled with flowers and vegetables, and during this

last summer a hundred and twenty children had

a happy time working together on their "own

property." The rec-

reation department
has four of the pieces

of land plowed for

the children ;
the

others the boys spade

by themselves. The

areas are not fenced

and there are no reg-

ular teachers to meet

the children, but the

boys and girls gar-

den and love it.

In contrast to this

program are the well-

fenced, carefully su-

pervised gardens in

the New York City

pa rks. The first

School Farm was
started in DeWitt
Clinton Parks in

1902. Mrs. Henry
Parsons stated this

The total enrollmen

gardens in Clevelan
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tion departments are doing to promote
ivas sent ! to all the cities conducting

ut l6o cities replied. Of these only

oped garden programs. Fifteen recrea-

yere engaged in some activities involv-

shows, while eleven others stated they

jld result in programs in the near future.

937 at the children's

ghts, Ohio, was 1 202

purpose to foster the growth of children as well

as to teach them how to grow plants. During the

thirty-five years since then the Department of

Parks has set aside areas within the parks for

children's gardens and maintained a Bureau of

School Farms to operate them as part of the pub-

lic recreation program. At the present time there

are eleven gardens, and the staff consists of a

director, four permanent attendants and several

six-month assistants.

The children's

plots are formally ar-

ranged and uniform-

ly planted and the

gardens are bordered

with flower beds and

ornamental shade

trees so that the

whole is in harmony
with the park land-

scape. Each garden

is provided with

benches, drinking

fountains, and rural

dipping wells, and

near the gate stands

a small garden house

that shelters the tools

and serves for a

headquarters office.

The courtesy of

the garden is extend-

ed to all the neigh-

One of the dipping wells provided by
the New York City Department of Parks

borhood schools, and at the first planting in May
kindergarten classes and other groups are as-

signed space to grow early maturing crops such

as- radishes, lettuce, beans and onion sets. How-

ever, most of the plots are given to neighborhood

children who learn from a bulletin posted in the

garden when the registration day will be and ap-

ply individually at that time. Each child is given

a tag bearing his name and his plot number with

the warning that if the tag is lost the garden will

be given to some one else.

During the summer the children may come to

the garden every day, morning and afternoon, if

they choose. The children do all the work in these

gardens, and beside caring for their own gardens

they cultivate and water the flower gardens and

the observation plots that are planted with pea-

nuts, sweet potatoes, broom corn, flax, wheat,

herbs, and other economic crops. Between these

periods of activity there is time to hear interest-

ing stories about plants and opportunity to learn

of garden insects and bird visitors. In these gar-

dens the children literally find a new world of

living things amidst the brick and stone of the

city streets.

Following the first harvest in July the gardens

are planted again with beets, carrots, corn, swiss

chard and lettuce. These are gathered as the crops

mature, and by the first or fifteenth of October

the gardens are cleared again. The final harvest

day may be the occasion of a harvest festival or

the long awaited presentation of awards. Parents
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and neighbors are invited to the garden to enjoy

the affair and help carry home the crop.

The boys and girls are encouraged to show

their flowers and vegetables at the New York

Herald Tribune Junior Garden Club show, and

last season the Crotona Park garden won the

much coveted Sweepstakes Prize.

Gardening is indeed popular with these young-

sters for during this last season attendance rec-

ords show that more than 200,000 visits were

made by children 8 to 14 years of age.

The city of Detroit established its Department
of Recreation in 1915 and since that time garden-

ing for children has been conducted as one of the

activities supported by an appropriation of Com-
mon Council. Ten years before, a committee of

the Twentieth Century Club had begun this work

with boys and girls and had carried it on with the

cooperation of the Board of Education.

The Detroit program is

handled through garden clubs

that are organized at schools

or community centers and

operated on a year-round basis.

The garden director meets the

children from the 4th through
the 8th grades who are inter-

ested in joining and who are

willing to fulfill the following

requirements for membership
in the club : to make and

take care of a garden throughout the season;

to keep a record of the garden; to complete

the project with a report and story of the

garden. After the children have their parents' ap-

proval, the club organizes and elects its own of-

ficers. Meetings are held once each week for

thirty minute periods during the school day. Fall

and winter lessons include bulb planting, indoor

gardens, and topics of nature study that are

closely allied to gardens. When planting time

comes the garden club is allowed a longer period,

and during the summer the garden session is from

one and a half to four hours once or twice a

week. In 1937 there were twenty-four play-

ground gardens, all but one of which were on

school playgrounds. Other garden clubs are

formed for boys and girls who have land for a

garden at home. These children supply their

own seeds and tools and assume the full respon-

sibility for the care of the garden. The Depart-
ment of Recreation furnishes all equipment for

the playground gardens and prepares the ground.

"The greatest value of a garden to a

child is the immeasurable joy and
satisfaction to be gained from a gar-
den that grows. Every child should

begin early in spring to plan for his

garden so that his summer may be full

of pleasurable activity and interesting
flowers." Mildred Fahy, President,

Department of Science Instruction,

National Education Association.

The Garden Division of the Recreation Depart-
ment cooperates with the National 4~H Clubs, the

Extension Division of Michigan Agricultural Col-

lege and United States Department of Agriculture,

and boys and girls who complete their record

books are eligible for 4-H Achievement pins. This

program helps to maintain interest from year to

year, and in the past club members have received

recognition for completing their eighth year

program.
Picnics and parties are important features of

every season, and flower and vegetable shows have

many entries from garden club members.

At the present time the garden work is not as

extensive as the program of the 1920*8 when fifty

playground gardens covered seven acres of land

and eighty-eight garden clubs were meeting regu-

larly, but despite depressions and budget cuts gar-

dening for children has been conducted in Detroit

for thirty-two seasons with-

out a break.

Children's gardens have

long been an outstanding proj-

ect of the Cedar Rapids Play-

ground Commission. For
twelve years the activity has

been conducted on a four

months' basis, and fortunately

the Commission has been able

each spring to engage the same

garden director. About 2^2
acres of vacant land near ten schools have been

loaned or rented at a small cost to the Commis-

sion, which pays for the plowing and harrowing
of the lots in the spring and attends to cleaning
them up in the fall. The garden director visits all

the elementary schools in the city, and children

who are interested may enroll for a garden. If

there is no playground garden near the school, the

boys and girls are encouraged to have gardens at

home wherever it is possible. Last season nearly

500 youngsters applied for playground gardens
and more than 1400 undertook home gardens.

During the summer, at a regular scheduled

time once each week, the garden director visits

each playground garden and assists the children

in planting and cultivating their plots. She also

conducts simple lessons in gardening of which
each child keeps a record in a notebook along with

a diagram of his garden, the planting date, cost of

seed and the amount of produce raised. At most

of these gardens the children furnished their own
seeds and tools.
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The home gardeners may attend class meetings

at the nearest playground garden for help with

their notebooks, but there is no regulation of the

type or size of gardens they may choose to have.

Each child is visited at home at least twice during

the summer by a member of the Playground Staff.

Each year in August a picnic is held for all the

gardeners, produce from the gardens is displayed

and judged, and simple, unexpensive prices made

possible through the cooperation of the Cedar

Rapids garden club are awarded for fine gardens
and notebooks.

Two communities in Massachusetts are con-

ducting successful garden programs entirely at the

children's homes. Several years ago the Recrea-

tion Division of the Park Department in Cam-

bridge conducted a tract garden for children, but

for the last four years a plan for back yard gar-

dens has worked out very satisfactorily. The

League of Women Voters assumes responsibility

for publicity and materials, and the municipal de-

partment provides supervisions for the gardens.

Early in the spring, enrollment blanks are dis-

tributed throughout the schools of the city, and

the children who are interested return these blanks

to the recreation office. Supervisors are assigned

to visit the children by districts, distribute the

seeds and give cultural directions and help. Sev-

eral visits are made during the summer, and a

record is kept of each garden for prizes are

awarded at the close of the season. The boys and

.girls of Cambridge are also eligible to compete in

the garden exhibit conducted by

the Massachusetts Horticultural

Society.

The Junior Garden Club of

Framingham during its second

.season had a membership of

over five hundred boys and

.girls. The idea was jointly spon-

sored by the Framingham Gar-

den Club and the Park Depart-

ment WPA recreation project,

and the organization and ad-

ministration of the program was

handled by the Park Depart-

ment WPA staff cooperating

with the schools. At each school

in the city the garden super-

visors explained the plans for

their garden club and took the

names and addresses of children

who seemed interested. Just

before planting time the supervisors again visited

the schools, leaving seeds and plants contributed

by the adult garden club members. About the

middle of May the supervisors began a weekly
round of visits to the children's gardens, and as

the season progressed an honor roll for the week

was published in the local paper. For some young-
sters the high point of the season was the oppor-

tunity to exhibit their flowers or vegetables at the

Framingham Garden Club's fall flower and gar-

den show.

In Cleveland Heights, Ohio, the Recreation De-

partment is the cooperating agency rather than the

inspiration and support of the garden program.
The director of gardens and nature study for the

Board of Education has organized the activity so

that gardening is a part of the science require-

ment for every grade beginning with the kinder-

garten and every elementary school has a garden
in which each grade has its share of plots. When
the school term ends individual children apply
for these little gardens and an instructor meets

the children at the garden two or three mornings
a week. Formerly this summer program was

handled by the school, but since budgets have been

curtailed the summer supervision has been con-

tinued by workers from the Recreation Depart-
ment. These assistants also visit the children's

home gardens. When the fall term begins at

school, the director of gardens attends to closing

operations and the presentation of awards to out-

standing gardeners.

(Continued on page 740)

Courtesy New York City Park Department



Have You iver Had a warden?

u rNO YOU ALWAYS think of work when you

^J think of a garden? That is the wrong

way to start for it is not work. It is an

an interesting and enjoyable occupation as well

as a pastime. In past years I had not the oppor-

tunity for a garden large enough to offer a variety

of plants, but finally we settled where I had every

chance of a large or a small garden and my father

set aside a piece of ground 15' by 40' where I

could see it from the window of my room on the

north side of the house. On the first day in May
I spaded the ground and marked it off into seven

rows. To be sure, I was a little tired, but I was

also very pleased with my start and slept very well

that night. Saturday, my best day for shopping,
1 went to town with a slip of paper on which I

had the names of my plants and after each I

marked the price. The whole garden cost me only

60 cents. I had carefully planned to have stem,

leaf, root, fruit and seed represented, for a va-

riety always offers a deeper interest. With the

seeds my friends had given me and with my pur-
chases I planted my first group. Watching, water-

ing, hoeing, until the first sign of a green sprout

appeared, brought me new anxiety. Then I plant-

ed a second group of seeds, so I had three full

rows and four which were divided in half. When
one plant had finished, as my radishes were the

first to do, I planted others. In this way I had a

very pleasant garden from the first of May until

the last of September, and every moment was one

of interest and real enjoyment which I'm sure

every garden owner knows. May your next sum-
mer be one of pleasant garden memories and many
enjoyable hours out of doors." Jeannette Beaver,

age 1 6. Portsmouth, Rhode Island.

My Garden
"I have always wanted to have a garden of my

Three Girl Scout gardeners testify to the

enjoyment their gardens have broughtthem

on the south side of the house. So I got to work
on it. I made it into a half and half garden, with

flowers on one side of a path that ran through the

middle of my garden and the vegetables on the

other side of it.

"In the flower garden, which was an old-fash-

ioned garden, I planted fire cross, marigold,

golden marigold, balsam, zinnias, California pop-

pies, babies'-breath, portulaca, everlastings, June
pinks, candytufts, mullen pinks, petunias, phlox
and cockscomb. It is a lot of fun to have flowers

of your own to pick and have on the table for a

bouquet.

"When the vegetables were ripe we had them
on the table and they tasted very nice. Home
grown vegetables right from the garden are much
nicer than from the store." Jane Gilbert Knighi,

Providence, Rhode Island. Troop 16.

own ever since Mother plant-

ed a large rock garden in

front of the house. When I

became a Girl Scout I found

that there was a gardener's

badge that I could earn by

planting a garden so I de-

cided to have one. Mother

agreed that I was to have

part of the vegetable garden
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HEAVEN
What is Heaven? Is it not

Just a friendly garden plot
Walled with stone and roofed with sun,

Where the days pass one by one,
Not too fast and not too slow,

Looking backward as they go
At the beauties left behind
To transport the pensive mind.

Bliss Carman.

My Girl Scout Garden
"After I was invested as a Girl Scout I thought

it would be fun to work for the gardener badge

during my spare time in the summer, so I went

right to work planning my garden. It consisted

of 180 square feet, being 18' long and 10' wide.

It was arranged in rows with about a foot and a
half of space between each row. The flowers were

in the front and the vegetables further back, with

a path between. I chose alyssum as a border

plant, followed by forget-me-nots, sweet William,

gaillardia and zinnias. Then came the vege-
tables carrots, Swiss chard and some tomato

plants of which I was very proud. To sepa-
rate my garden from my father's, I planted
violet and pansy plants alternately to form a

dividing line.

"It was great fun supply-

ing the vegetables for the

family's table and showing
all my friends my own gar-
den. I wish to thank the Girl

Scout gardener badge for

stimulating my interest."

Madeline Nickerson, age 13,

Rumford, Rhode Island.



Nature Education in New York City Schools

Courtesy New York City Board of Education

FROM
LONG ages of experi-

ence with nature, man de-

veloped definite reasons

for a certain

type of desira-

ble training.

These types in

turn became
ends in them-

selves. Formal

education, with

its numerous

drills, became
the dominant
side of train-

ing, and for

many genera-
tions nature ed-

ucation was

forgotten or

sadly neglected.

During the past

twenty-five years or more, however, educators

everywhere have realized the necessity for return-

ing to our original contacts with nature, and the

outcome has been the introduction of nature study

in our public schools.

During recent years much attention has been

directed toward worthwhile objectives for ele-

mentary schools. Courses of study, syllabi, meth-

ods of teaching, supervision, administration and

school organization have been modified in the

light of these objectives, which have been listed

by the New York State Department as social re-

lationships, self-expression, critical thinking,

worthwhile activities, knowledge and skills, and

health.

Nature education offers through class clubs one

of the best and most satisfactory means of realiz-

ing these objectives. This fact has been demon-

strated in New York City where for years many
of our schools have carried on a series of graded

class clubs. These clubs, suggested in order of

their progression, are bird, nature, garden, conser-

vation and biologic. Our experience has shown

that club work, well established, provides train-

ing in respect for authority, in the recognition of

the richer experiences older people have to offer,

in cooperation and practice and in self-control,

By MARVIN M. BROOKS
Director

Nature Study and School Gardens

An attractive garden at Public School 215, Brooklyn

and develops creative thinking
and the ability to judge and

evaluate.

Methods Used
in New York

City
The gardens

in New York

City were de-

veloped during
the World War
in parks, home

yards, vacant

lots and on
school grounds.

Since that time

there has been

a steady and

healthy growth
in nature edu-

cation. Each
school interest-

ed in conducting a program maintains a nature

room or a school garden on the grounds, or both.

These serve as nature laboratories programmed
for use in school hours as are other facilities such

as the auditorium and gymnasium. Here children

come during school hours because of their inter-

est and the credit they receive, and teachers seek

garden and nature material for use in other

subjects.

We have found that this inclusion of the

garden and nature room in the school program
and of gardens on the school grounds, together
with the financial backing and help of the

Board of Education, has gone far to make our

work successful. As another element in our

success, we are fortunate in having in our pro-

gram the assistance of such organizations as

the Brooklyn Botanic Garden, the New York
Botanical Garden, the American Museum of

Natural History, the School Nature League,
the New York Zoological Garden, and a num-

ber of museums.

The School Garden Association of New York

maintains a number of services of vital assistance

in the development of the city's school gardens.

An
. organization of classroom teachers, super-

visors, principals and others interested in the
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study of natural sciences in the city schools, the

association was founded in 1908 by Van Evrie

Kilpatrick. It has a membership of 10,000. Two

meetings are held each year for discussions, and

in May several hundred people attend an annual

luncheon. A yearly meeting for the election of

officers and determination of policies occurs

shortly after.

The association's Nature Garden Guide, pub-
lished monthly during the school year, is edited

by the author, who is secretary of the associa-

tion. This eight page bulletin contains much in-

formational material, suggestions for activities,

and announcements and notices of events pertain-

ing to the field of nature. In addition to this ser-

vice the association offers pins, buttons and cer-

tificates as awards. These are often awarded at

the annual garden parties sponsored by the as-

sociation at one outstanding school garden in each

borough ; others are given at school assemblies.

Total schools reporting. . . .



"he rordson Horticultural 0ardens

THREE
YEARS AGO the Fordson

Board of Education became

interested in developing oppor-
tunities for agricultural education

in its schools. These men enlisted the cooperation

of Mr. Henry Ford whp willingly leased a tract

of land which was accessible to -several schools.

After a study of the educational approach to the

problem had been made, a project was begun by
the students of the Maples and the Woodworth
Junior High Schools and the Fordson Senior

High School. This project resulted in the de-

velopment of the Fordson Horticultural Gardens

and the addition to the school curriculum of

courses designed to give children training in gar-

dening, horticulture and related agricultural work.

The first year 190 students participated in this

program. Each one had a garden plot 40 feet by
60 feet. In these were planted fifteen different

vegetable and fruit crops. A garden house was

erected and equipped and an overhead sprinkling

system installed. The crops produced were excel-

lent. These products, the enthusi-

By PAUL H. JONES
Chairman of Horticulture

Fordson Public Schools

animous approval of their parents,

showed how very successful this

type of directed work and instruc-

tion can be.

During the second year attention was centered

around the type of classroom instruction required.

It was necessary to write books of instruction and

devise methods of teaching the subject matter.

The philosophy underlying the presentation of

this material is that soil and crops are natural re-

sources. The use of fresh healthful food is pre-

sented as the first principle of preventive medicine.

The potential value of the soil and the necessity

for healthful foods rather than the economic

value of crop production receive primary emphasis.

Gardening could assist materially to balance the

family budget. If it were practiced throughout

our country it might go far toward stabilizing

the home. The basic principles for gardening in

America have been wrong or its popularity would

not follow the curve of the index of business con-

ditions. Gardening as recreation for the body and

the mind is as important to the in-

asm of the children, and the un- A close-up view of a section

in the Horticultural Gardens

dividual as the food or flowers he
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grows. These and

many other phases

that should help

students to appre-

ciate the import-

ance of an agri-

cultural enterprise

in a nation have

been given much

attention in this

development in

Dearborn.

Gardeningin-
struction is given

in the junior high

school to the sev-

enth grade stu-

dents. It is a cor-

relation of art,

mathematics, and

science. An at-

tempt is made on

the part of the

teachers of these

subjects to in-

struct the children

in the art, mathe-

matics and science

related to and useful in gardening work. Through
science in the classroom the student learns the

history, the culture and the nature of the plant.

He becomes acquainted with the soil, the seeds

and the plant through his art and science studies.

His mathematics assists him with garden lay out,

sowing seeds and garden accounts. To make this

a practical pre-gardening training, a classroom

table garden made to scale is planted and observed

closely.

To insure the success of this project and to

capitalize on the educational opportunities . pre-

sented, a course in horticulture for the Fordson

Senior High School was developed. This is con-

sidered as a course in science equivalent to any
other science offered and is accredited as such

by the University of Michigan. This class prepares

all of the materials that are necessary for the hor-

ticultural gardens. Students learn to test soil, to

prepare seeds for garden use and to plant and to

force bulbs. The aim of the course is to permit
the student to observe and practice many of the

things that are done by man to provide a food

supply, to develop and to maintain a landscape,

and to propagate plants for ornamental purposes

The children themselves wash, bunch and pre-

pare the vegetables before taking them home

in the home. Such an experience makes a student

better able to understand the problems of living.

It arouses in him an interest in the surroundings
of his own home.

The experience gained during 1935 and 1936
directed the changes desirable and necessary to

make the gardens available to more children. When
work began in 1937, a new garden house includ-

ing two tool rooms, a shop and a classroom were
available. The tract was divided into 370 gardens
20 feet by 60 feet. Students from all junior high
schools in the district participated. They were

transported in busses according to schedule from
the schools too far removed from the horticultural

gardens.

During the summer time our gardens operate in

the same way as a school for ten weeks or the

length of the vacation period. Classes are sched-

uled for five days of the week. The length of the

period is one and one-half hours. This time is

(Continued on page 741)



wardens -
Here, There and Everywhere

A brief resume of a comprehensive report given by
MissMarcella Hayes,Chairman, Junior Gardens Com-

mittee, National Council of State Garden Clubs

THE
NATIONAL COUNCIL of State Garden Clubs

has been active for several years in sponsor-

ing the organization of junior garden clubs

throughout the nation. State Federations of Gar-

den Clubs and local units within the State Federa-

tions have appointed junior club chairmen and

committees to plan programs for training children

in gardening and nature study. Appreciation of

the natural world is fostered by knowledge of it

and association with it. Since too many children

no longer have this training at home and too few

schools are equipped to handle this phase of edu-

cation, garden clubs have a fine opportunity to

present to children a fascinating hobby and de-

velop in them some civic pride and responsibility.

The scope of these programs and the extent of

their development are suggested in the reports

from the state chairmen. Besides planning and

making and caring for gardens, junior clubs learn

to identify wild flowers, shrubs and native trees,

to recognize song and game birds and through

their discussions and field trips to understand the

meaning of conservation. Projects in civic and

roadside beautification can always be found to

challenge the imagination

and skill of the older boys

and girls, so

that the pro-

gram holds al-

most endless

possibilities. It

is impossible to

adequately
summarize the

fine work that

is being done

all over the

country, but the

following brief

resume sug-

gests some of

the many Ways Courtesy Munde, Indiana, Garden Club

that this activity has been planned for children.

In some places the children have been infor-

mally gathered together by a counselor to discuss

growing flowers and vegetables. The Junior Gar-

den Club in Riverhead, N. Y., meets its counselor

one day a week for two hours to work in their

tract garden which is 180 feet by 80 feet. Each

of the forty-five members has a section of his own
to care for. In Michigan, the junior garden club

members have their flower or vegetable gardens

at home.

Monthly programs of activities have been

worked out in New Hampshire where observation

hikes, identification contests, and pilgrimages to

other gardens help the children to recognize wild

flowers and birds and appreciate their beauty and

the care arid protection that they need.

Other state garden clubs have planned their

junior programs around the subject of conserva-

tion. In Illinois the state chairman sends infor-

mational bulletins to junior counselors preceding

their meetings as an aid in handling the lesson

material. During the winter a study of the for-

est and its inhabitants and their conservation fur-

nish topics for meetings. In

,
Garden Cjub displays the spring the counselorsThe Muncie, Indiana

its products at the Delaware County Fair
plan annual

gardens to be

cared for by
the children

during the sum-

mer, and in the

fall sponsor
flower shows
and award
prizes. Eigh-
teen thousand

children in Il-

linois are mem-
bers of junior

garden clubs.

The Wiscon-
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sin Garden Club Federation is emphasizing con-

servation this year by an extensive program of

tree study. Conservation Week marked the first

birthday of the Wisconsin School Children's For-

est of 1240 acres, nine miles from Eagle River.

Last year the contributions of school children paid

for planting 108 acres of this tract. Nearly 97,000

pines were set out. This year the project will be

continued. With "Four Pines for a Penny" it is

hoped that many more acres will be added to the

forest plantation. One hundred and twenty-four

Wisconsin schools operate forests of their own

ranging from forty acres up to several hundred.

The Federated Garden Clubs of New York State

have promoted a program of tree planting in con-

nection with the Constitution Sesquicentennial

Celebration.

The Junior Garden Club organization of Ten-

nessee has grown very rapidly. Thousands of

children have received instruction regarding the

care and conservation of trees, wild life and flow-

ers through the medium of lectures, radio talks

and press publicity. They also sponsored a tree

planting contest.

In Michigan the Federation Garden Clubs spon-

sored a wildlife camera contest to stimulate the

juniors' interest in protecting and conserving their

state's natural resources. The children were asked

to provide feeding stations for song and game
birds and the smaller animals that suffer in un-

usually long hard winters.

Conservation Week in the Schools of Virginia

was promoted last April by the State Garden Club

in connection with the State Department of Edu-

cation. Monday "Wild Flower Day"; Tuesday

-"Virginia's Forests Day"; Wednesday "The

Value of Birds"; Thursday "Care of Ever-

greens"; Friday "Arbor Day." There are six-

teen junior garden clubs in Virginia.

In several other states the groups of boys and

girls are brought together in the schools. The
Garden Club of North Carolina aims to have "a

state garden club in every county and every club

sponsoring a junior garden club." They feel that

the best way to reach the children is through the

schools.

Community-wide interest in the beautification

of homes, streets, and public buildings has been

stimulated through the activities of the Muncie,

Indiana, Junior Garden Club. The major project
has been the improvement of school grounds
where tons of top soil have been moved and

shrubbery, trees and grass seed planted. Through

questionnaires sent to the homes of the children

the club learned what had been done at home and

what kinds of seeds could best be used when 5000

packets are distributed this spring.

Often the Junior Garden Club program is cor-

related with the regular science courses of the

school curriculum. Fifty schools in Louisville,

Kentucky, have outdoor gardens, fourteen of

which are open during the summer under a super-

visor and seven assistants. Where there is no

space available at school, neighbors cooperate by

offering their backyards.
In Kansas City, Missouri, the garden clubs

have been active for about ten years and have co-

operated with twenty-three public schools as well

as neighborhood centers. Last year they distrib-

uted 25,000 packets of flower and vegetable seeds

among the 10,000 junior members. Tomato and

pepper plants were provided for the school chil-

dren's gardens.

The Public School Division of the Garden Clubs

of New Jersey was able to have a state-wide

nature exhibit. The Newark Center Market was

donated by the City Commission for the pur-

pose. The children did most of the planting them-

selves and the many entries represented the daily

classroom work of the children from seventeen

schools. The exhibits included a small house sur-

rounded by a garden; a roadside stand; a class-

room window box in bloom ; trays depicting the

life and flora of different countries; art interpre-

tation in murals and posters ;
flower containers in

metal and pottery' made in manual and fine arts

department; and thousands of seedlings grown in

classroom trays and school conservatories.

Adult garden clubs have not only planned pro-

grams for the children but have given generously

of their time and material to help the juniors have

successful gardens. Prizes of many kinds have

been offered. Books, tools, bulbs, seeds, medals,

pins and ribbons have been given for outstanding

work and fine produce. In addition to the prizes

furnished for junior groups that are sponsored

directly, adult clubs have been very generous in

cooperating with other organizations already pro-

moting the activity.

In Cleveland, Ohio, two types of awards have

been provided by the Garden Center that seem

to symbolize the interest of the community in the

school garden work. "The Junior Achievement

Award" is for boys and girls and is given at the

recommendation of the teachers who supervise

(Continued on page 742)



Industry and Little Gardens

INDUSTRIAL

GARDENS are often thought of

only as an emergency measure in war time

or in an economic depression. Investigation

shows, however, that garden programs de-

veloped during these periods of pressure expan-
sion fill a real need in the normal life of the people
and persist long after the emergency has passed.

There are industries in the country that have set

aside suitable land near their factories for em-

ployees to use, and they have been encouraging

cooperative gardening for ten, fifteen and even

twenty-five years.

Since 1914 there has been an Agricultural So-

ciety among the employees of the Norton Com-

pany in Worcester, Massachusetts, which has en-

gaged in cooperative buying of seeds, fertilizer

and other materials. The Society included riot

only the original applicants for company gardens

but all other employees who were prepared to

carry on gardening operations under its rules. A
nominal charge of $1.50 was made by the Society

"}r each garden plot. During "good times" and

verage years nearly a constant level of member-

.hip has been maintained, while in periods of

emergency there has been a sharp increase in the

number of applications. The Company plows and

harrows the fields and stakes off the garden plots

which measure 75

feet by 50 feet.

The land is free

for all employees
who are ready to

plant and main-

tain a garden.

The employees
of the H. E. Sta-

ley Manufactur-

ing Company of

The members of

the Staley Fel-

lowship Club are

proud of their

300 gardens
which are plant-
ed and cul-
tivated under

supervision

A brief statement regarding the gardening

activities of a number of industrial plants

Decatur, Illinois, have an organization known as

the Staley Fellowship Club. This club sponsors

many activities, one of which is the Staley In-

dustrial Garden. The Company turns over an area

of nearly sixty acres for this purpose, which is

divided into about 300 gardens 45 by 150 feet.

The club employs a supervisor to manage the

project and guard the property. He has the land

plowed, disced and fertilized, and the lots sur-

veyed and staked off. Each year the supervisor

draws plans for planting to conform to a three

year rotation of crops to aid in conserving the

fertility of the soil. The applicants for the gar-

dens receive identification cards and bulletins per-

taining to the preparation of the seed bed, with

planting and cultural directions for the crops that

have been selected. The club contracts with a

local firm to furnish seeds at a discount to mem-

ber gardeners. No accurate statistics on the pro-

duction are kept, but the value of crop and the

experience is evidenced in the continual demand

for garden plots.

Since 1932 the Rock Island Railroad has set

Courtesv H. E. Staley Manufacturing Con
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Courtesy International Harvester

aside certain plots of its va-

cant property under super-

vision of representatives of

the company for the use of

the employees for vegetable

gardens. These gardens have

been fairly well distributed

throughout the fourteen

states traversed by the rail-

road. The size of the plots range from six to

thirteen acres. They are carefully laid out into

individual gardens, allotted in the order of appli-

cations received. Preference is given to fur-

loughed employees, part-time employees, and full-

time employees, in the order named.

At the shops of the Rock Island Railroad at

Silvis, Illinois, thirteen acres of Company property

were drained, plowed, levelled and laid out in

fifty-seven plots. Seed is furnished by the local

and county relief agencies and the railroad relief

committee. Information concerning methods of

preparation, cultivation and insect control is se-

cured from literature published by state and Fed-

eral agencies and from pamphlets distributed by
seed companies. From year to year the same plot

is assigned to the same employee if he so desires,

with the result that each gardener is inclined to

clean up his plot, burn all refuse, and leave the

soil in good condition for spring cultivation.

Between fifty and sixty employees of the Arm-

strong Cork Company in Lancaster, Pa., get the

benefit of healthy, out-of-door recreation that

yields very satisfactory returns when harvest time

arrives. The Company sets aside a tract of about

twelve acres and arranges for the preparation of

During the depression years 2200 acres

of land one-twelfth of an acre for a

family of two were made available to

the employees of the International Har-
vester Company for vegetable gardens.
The Company used its own property and
rented other areas after they had been
examined and approved by specialists of

its Agricultural Extension Department.

the land. The cost of this is

pro rated and paid for by the

users.

In 1933 the Garden De-

partment was introduced at

the Rouge Plant of the Ford

Motor Company, and during
that year 10,196 gardens
were asssigned to its em-

ployees. Each year there has been a greater de-

mand for the use of garden plots, and in 1937
there were 16,694 gardens assigned. The garden
lots are 50 feet by 100 feet, and it is estimated

that an area of that size will supply fresh vege-

tables for a family of five. During the winter

months request cards are signed by those wishing

gardens. Large families may have more than one

plot. In the spring assignments are made so that

the plots will be as near as possible to the em-

ployee's home. The Company plows all the land

in the fall and in the early spring it is disced and

harrowed. Besides the gardens for the employees,

about 2000 other lots are prepared for school chil-

dren, Boy Scouts and people not working for the

Ford Motor Company. Watchmen are placed at

each field, and the men chosen for these positions

are able to advise and instruct inquirers about

planting and cultivating their crops.

Aesthetic as Well as Utilitarian Values

The crop has been the primary motive in es-

tablishing most industrial gardens. However,

there are two companies whose garden program

(Continued on page 743)



WORLD AT PLAY

N il 4 and 5.Annual Mountain
Folk Festival_ tain folk festival for

the schools and centers

in the southern highland will be held at Berea Col-

lege, Kentucky. Each center has been invited to

send a team limited to eight people which may
give a demonstration of folk games to last not

longer than ten minutes. The folk festival is held

to encourage the preservation of all folk material

songs, games and play. It is not competitive in

any way, and there are no judges, prizes or rib-

bons. "It is for the joy of playing together and

for exchanging ideas."

Popular Games in

Oakland

TWO sports, accord-

ing to the annual re-

port of the Oakland,

California, Board of

Playground Directors, have become prominent as

adult activities during the past year. Softball, with

the impetus of the opening of three lighted dia-

monds in May 1936, has attracted 191,000 players

and spectators. The diamonds are being used to

capacity every evening. Badminton as a co-recre-

ational activity increases its followers constantly.

Tennis also is a popular adult activity and the

thirty-eight public courts are usually filled to

capacity.

Nature Activities on

Cape Cod

AS a result of four

days of "sand duning,"

"bog trotting," "beach

combing" and beach

craft on Cap Cod under the guidance of Dr. Wil-

liam G. Vinal, the Massachusetts State College

Extension Service has decided to organize a series

of monthly nature study trips. It is planned to

confer with people on the Cape who have an in-

terest in some special field of nature, with the

Marine Biological Laboratory, the State Forester,

the manager of a bird farm and the Austin Orni-

thological Society. When Dr. Vinal's suggestions

for the need for making a certain part of the Cape

a sanctuary a sanctuary for birds, fast-disap-

pearing plants and sand dunes which may all-too-

soon be "settled" were brought before the con-

servation committee of one of the garden clubs,

the club immediately took steps to find out more

about this area and to plan for its preservation.

Dr. Vinal, formerly Specialist in Nature Activi-

ties for the National Recreation Association

directed the Nature Guide Summer School at

Massachusetts State College this past summer.

Inter-Club Rally
for Boys

FROM three to four

hundred boys together

with some fathers and

adult relatives gather-

ed on December I4th for an inter-club rally con-

ducted by the Federated Boys Clubs of Somer-

ville, Massachusetts and sponsored by the Recrea-

tion Commission. The Mayor and a number of

city officials and outstanding citizens were present

and took part in the program. The committee on

arrangements, with representatives from each of

the seventeen clubs for which the Recreation

Commission provides counselors, arranged an in-

teresting program. It included an exhibition of

tumbling, a clever skit, selections by a Hillbilly

band, an exhibition of ping-pong, a boxing bout,

a game of basketball featuring the new rules, a

harmonica quartet, vocal solos, community sing-

ing, competitive games and races, and a number

of other features.

Recreation for

Tourists

TOURISTS and

"winter visitants" to

Tampa, Florida, found

the Board of Public

Recreation ready to serve their recreational needs.

A Tourist Recreation Center was opened on Octo-

ber 15, when visitors registered for the various

clubs and activities. The Social Club held a dance

late in the month with more than 100 members

present. The total attendance for the month was

1,520 persons. During October, 65 units and 150

guests were accommodated at the Municipal

Trailer Park where there is a recreation building.

Card parties are scheduled here two nights a week

and dances take place on two additional evenings

each week.

"1001 Ways to Use

Your Spare Time"

UNDER this intrigu-

ing title Boston held

its second leisure-time

show in the Mechanics

Building. The exhibit was sponsored by the
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GROUP WORK INSTITUTE
May 31 June 17. 1938

WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY

A THREE WEEKS institute for experienced group workers in-

cluding credit courses in Principles of Group Work, Supervision

of Group Work, Work with Individuals in Groups, and the Use of

Creative Arts in Group Work (dramatics, crafts, music).

A bachelor's degree from a college of approved standing is required

for admission. For information address

SCHOOL OF APPLIED SOCIAL SCIENCES

Western Reserve University Cleveland, Ohio

Youth Agencies Council, a division of the Boston

Council of Social Agencies, in cooperation with

other organizations helping to meet conditions

created by the modern industrial age. Girl Scouts

and Boy Scouts, the Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.C.A.,

boys' clubs and groups devoted to nature study

and hiking; amateur astronomers, telescope mak-

ers, stamp collectors, and arts and crafts clubs and

classes were among the exhibitors. The adult rec-

reation project, sponsored by Community Service

of Boston, occupied a booth, while in the arts and

crafts division a portrait painter made lifelike

crayon study of his model, both of them amateur

artists who had learned their art at one of the art

centers. Leather workers, metal craftsmen and

rug weavers demonstrated their crafts. At the

piano an accompanist of the Choral Division pro-

vided a musical background for other exhibitors

who made puppets and properties for community

theaters. The lecture and discussion group was

represented by pictures and posters, and in the

basement a game room was in full swing.

Nature Garden Clubs Since the School Gar-

den Association of America registered the first

Nature Garden Club early in 1935, more than

2,000 of these groups of boys and girls, repre-

senting more than 50,000 members in twenty-

three states, have been formed. These clubs are

being sponsored by the schools and other groups

as a means of teaching elementary science in an

informal manner. The activities of the clubs are

easily adaptable to all age levels and clubs are

registered in schools ranging from primary grades

to the junior college. A leaflet giving information

about this project may be secured from Karl H.

Blanch, Chairman, National Committee on Nat-

ure Garden Clubs, East Mauch Chunk, Pennsyl-

vania.

Junior Audubon Clubs Junior Audubon

Clubs, formed throughout the United States and

Canada during the 1936-1937 school year, totalled

6,201 with 170,210 enrolled members. Over

5,500,000 have enrolled since the inception of the

plan.

Members of the clubs are invited to take part

in the 1938 essay contest on the subject, "Why
Should We Have Bird Sanctuaries?" There are

three divisions of the contest : ( I ) for teachers or

other organizers; (2) for boys and girls in junior

and senior high school grades; (3) for children in

grades i to 6. The essay must be in the office of

the National Association of Audubon Societies by

April 15, 1938. Further information may be se-

cured from the National Association, 1775 Broad-

way, New York City.

School Gardens Yield Invisible Crops
(Continued from page 695)

slag which now constitutes such a play area for

most schools. Perhaps such an enlarged vision

would provide a more frequent and satisfactory

answer for the plaintive query of a class of fifth

grade pupils from a gardenless school who, after

visiting one of the tracts here described, inquired

of their teacher, "Miss
, why can't we have

a garden like that at our school?"

Gardening with the 4-H Clubs

(Continued from page 702)

In some states, 4-H garden club members have

bought their seeds and sprays on a cooperative

basis. In several states, they have also marketed

their products cooperatively.

4-H garden club members participated in many
activities that did much to make their work of

more interest and help to them personally. Such

activities included 4-H tours to the homes of the

members in order to learn from the experiences

of the others; demonstration team work whereby

members demonstrated at community meetings

what they had learned in their garden clubs, and

judging work by which they learned to select

quality products for exhibits and marketing pur-

poses. At the regular 4-H club meetings, they

learned much also from the discussions regarding

the progress being made, the difficulties encoun-

tered and the advantages of garden club work in

general. In some states, garden club posters made

by the members have proved effective in influenc-

ing more young people to enroll. These 4-H gar-

den posters include appeals for a garden such as

the following:
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Easily Applied Inexpensive Long Lasting

HERE
is a practical solution to the dust

problem on playgrounds, tennis courts

and athletic fields!

Gulf Sani-Soil-Set developed by Gulf's

research technologists is an ideal product
for dust allaying purposes on earth sur-

faces. Properly applied, it will not "track".

It will not harm shoes or clothing. It can

be applied at low cost and one applica-

tion per season or year will suffice.

Write for your copy of our free booklet
"Gulf Sani-Soil-Set." It will give you com-

plete information about this remarkable
dust allayer.

GULF OIL CORPORATION
GULF REFINING COMPANY

GENERAL OFFICES: GULF BUILDING.
PITTSBURGH, PA.

GULF OIL CORPORATION GULF REFINING COMPANY,
General Offices: Gulf Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. R

Please send me without obligation a copy of the booklet "Gulf
Sani-Soil-Set for Treating Playgrounds."

Name

Company

Address. .
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HOWTO ORGANIZE
AND PROMOTE A
HORSESHOE CLUB

WRITE FOR FREE
BOOKLET

Horseshoe Pitching is a game that appeals
to everyone interested in playgrounds. Get

your free copy of "How to Organize a Horse-
shoe Club" and see how handily the game is

adapted to your requirements.

The Diamond line of Pitching Horseshoes
and accessories includes everything needed
in promoting the game. Ask for catalog and
rule books when you write.

DIAMOND CALK HORSESHOE CO.
4610 Grand Ave., Duluth. Minn.

It supplies a variety of fresh vegetables from

early spring until killing frost in fall.

It supplies certain vegetables for storage in a

fresh state for winter.

It provides a surplus for canning and drying.

It is the cheapest and best way to supply

vegetables.

Vegetables are necessary in a balanced diet.

It affords outdoor exercise.

It makes the farm home more attractive.

In brief, 4-H club members soon learn that a

farm without a garden is like a home without a

kitchen. And in learning all these things in the

growing of gardens, often overcoming little an-

ticipated difficulties, 4-H young people make sur-

prising strides in their own personal growth and

development.

Helping Children's Gardens Grow
(Continued from page 706)

helped to brighten their rooms. A number of the

garden clubs of the Guild have organized chil-

dren's gardens to foster the love of flowers that

all children have, and to educate the young folk

in their planting and cultivation, feeling that the

love of gardens, as of every other beautiful and

refining thing, must increase to the end of time.

Some Interesting Experiments

In 1925 the National Guild, in cooperation with

the Museum of the American Indian, undertook

an interesting experiment. Six acres of land were

donated by the Museum and small individual plots

were laid out for children's gardens. Here were

planted and grown native American flowers and

vegetables in which the Museum is especially in-

terested tobacco, Indian corn and the like and

specimens of these plants, peculiarly indigenous to

American soil, were presented to the public

schools which used them as a basis for lessons

in patriotism and good citizenship.

The National Guild, through the efforts of its

branches and garden clubs, has made plans to

establish and maintain a roof garden at Bellevue

Hospital, New York City, for the benefit and en-

joyment of the crippled children in the ortho-

pedic wards. On a roof 80' x 32', the garden is

to be made from plans drawn by Helen Swift

Jones, landscape architect. A part of the space

will be given over to the children for their own

garden. A formal garden will occupy other space

and will be furnished with flowering plants and

evergreens in boxes. There is to be a sun dial, a

bird bath and other garden features, while just

outside the entrance to the wards there will be a

terrace under a large awning with beds and deck

chairs for the children who have to remain quiet.

As a further attraction there will be a small play-

ground with sand boxes and swings. This garden
is being given to the hospital as a memorial to

Mrs. John Wood Stewart, founder of the Na-

tional Plant, Flower and Fruit Guild.

The Development of School

Gardening in Boston

(Continued from page 709)

exhibition of the products of children's gardens

held at Horticultural Hall in September of each

year. This exhibition is helpful as an opportunity

for practice in selecting and arranging the best

products. At the most recent of these miniature

fairs, 800 Boston children showed their flowers

and vegetables, and won seventy per cent of the

prizes with a total value of $290.00. Through the

Massachusetts Horticultural Society, Miss Marian

Roby Case, owner of Hillcrest Gardens, Weston,

offers bronze medals to the school and home gar-
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MakeYour Playgrounds

EXTRA SAFE

1

Safety is an important factor when you
select playground equipment. Make it

extra saje with EVERWEAR, the equipment
that has safety "built in."

EVERWEAR takes the danger element out of

swings by making swing seats of air-

cushioned rubber, strong and durable, yet
soft enough to absorb the shock of a

chance blow. This patented seat has a

wooden core, completely edged in deep
air-cushioned rubber of exceptional tough-
ness and durability, locked to the case by
concealed strips.

Other apparatus slides, swings, merry-go-rounds and ladders are made to withstand maximum loads. Metal parts
are rust-proofed, wood is given two coats of jade-green paint, and steel frame fittings weld the outfits into

strong, durable units.

Investigate the famous EVERWEAR line of equipment. Find out how it can add safety to the popularity of your
playground. Send for the FREE catalog No. 28 TODAY. Address Dept. R.

EverWiar
Manufacturing Company

SPRINGFIELD, OHIO

Dept. R

A full line of beach and pool equipment is

also manufactured by the EVERWEAR Company.

Catalog 28W gives complete details.

deners who do distinguished work, and several of

our Boston children qualify for these awards each

summer.

Values of the Program

The garden project has resulted in definite gains

in the physical, moral and mental well-being of

thousands of Boston children. They have found

profitable occupation of their spare time, and will

continue to occupy their leisure throughout life in

a healthy hobby. They have proudly borne to

their homes products grown by their hands and,

in some sections, those fresh vegetables have

meant a great saving and a help to their mothers.

Moral training has come to them in the well-

learned lesson that application to work determines

the degree of success, whether it be gained in

harvesting crops or in any productive enterprise.

Our boys and girls have gained a better com-

munity spirit a pride and appreciation of the

beauty of living things. From these children we

need not fear vandalism in our parks or our road-

sides. They know the beauty that is about them

-and they will help to conserve it. And during the

process of their introduction to the world of

Nature which they, as city youngsters, might

Swimming Pool Data and

Reference Annual

(1937 Edition. Vol. V)

$3.00 Prepaid

192 pages filled with a vast

assortment of informative

material for those interested

in swimming pools in any way.

EARL K. COLLINS, Editor

425 Fourth Avenue New York, N. Y.

Make all checks, money orders, etc.,

payable to Earl K. Collins
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NATIONALLY
KNOWN

For Playground and

Recreational Departments

Complete Line of

Equipment

(or all Sports

THE P. GOLDSMITH SONS, Inc.

.JOHN AND FINDLAY STS., CINCINNATI, OHIO

never have understood or fully appreciated, they

have had the joy of work, play and study in the

open air, safely off the streets where danger

always lurks for children.

As the result of early experience in school gar-

dening many of our Boston children have been in-

spired to follow agricultural vocations. That we

have, through this program, opened the road to

new opportunity in agriculture for our boys and

girls, is one of the proudest boasts of the Boston

Public Schools.

Six of our former garden boys received upon
our city plots the impetus that sent them onward
until they now hold the coveted degrees of Doc-

tor of Philosophy from Harvard University and

are recognized leaders in agricultural science.

Thirty graduates went on from Jamaica Plain High
School course for further agricultural study at

the Massachusetts State College in Amherst; fif-

teen graduates continued their education at the

Stockbridge School, and many of the graduates
of this course, inspired to pursue agricultural vo-

cations by early acquaintance with school garden-

ing, are today active in productive agriculture and

related occupations, such as the distribution and

processing of farm products.

Children's Gardens as a Community
Project

(Continued from page 710)

ern Westchester. These trails, arranged by the

Bedford Garden Club, are an excellent example
of what can be done with waste land as an edu-

cational project. Trees, shrubbery and wild flow-

ers have been carefully marked so that one may
learn about a hundred various species. A trained

naturalist conducted the party to a beaver dam on

the reservation, which is only forty miles from

New York City. They climbed through caves,

studied trees and wild flowers, cooked their lunch

over open fires, and were thrilled with bird calls

with which the naturalist entertained them.

In November, the group visited the local gar-

den of Dr. and Mrs. A. C. Langmuir. This gar-

den has been developed out of an old quarry by

using natural caves and interesting rock forma-

tion and overlooks the Hudson River. Other club

activities were the planting of dish gardens, after

a demonstration by an experienced gardener, the

starting of bulbs for Christmas gifts, and the

decoration of the high school auditorium for a

Christmas program. These activities were carried

on in regular club meetings.

We are confident that the first eight months of

club activity have been successful; the children

are still interested and are already talking about

their gardening plans for next summer. What has

made it successful when previous attempts failed?

We believe there are four reasons:

1. The program has been planned to provide

activity for every month in the year. It is not

enough to have ordinary club meetings. They
must be supplemented with excursions and visits

to interesting gardens, nature trails and other

places.

2. There is more interest among children in the

age range from eleven to fourteen years. Younger
children are usually too immature to keep up con-

tinued interest. Older boys and girls who have not

had the background think they are too grown-up.

3. It is unsatisfactory to have more than one

club leader.

4. Finally, the most important recommendation

is to develop a junior garden club as a community

project. In our community the school has the

children and the time for extra-curricular activity

under leadership; the garden clubs have experi-

enced adult members who are willing to give ad-

vice and suggestions as well as provide the chil-
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dren with plants and seeds; the Recreation Divi-

sion fills the gap during the summer months by
providing a program for club members. A close

relationship exists during the entire year between
the school and the Recreation Division which
makes this cooperation possible.

The Garden Center Institute

of Buffalo
(Continued from page 717)

chemical stimulants in plant propagation, and

Harry R. O'Brien, loved as the "Plain Dirt Gar-

dener" of Better Homes and Gardens. Among
the speakers appealing to nature students and con-

servationists were Dr. Arthur A. Allen, author of

American Bird Biographies, and Roger Tory Pe-

terson, author of A Field Guide to the Birds.

Garden club members attended meetings at which

guest speakers were Ellen Eddy Shaw, Curator of

Junior Education at the Brooklyn Botanic Gar-

den, Mrs. William Crocker, President of the Fed-

erated Garden Clubs of New York State, Dorothy

Biddle, editor of Garden Digest, and Mrs. Con-

stance Spry, English authority on flower ar-

rangement.
For this lecture program the garden center co-

operated on certain occasions with other local or-

ganizations. Among the co-sponsors were teach-

ers associations, garden clubs, farm and home

bureaus, nature societies and local women's clubs.

Other agencies contributing toward the support of

the work by aiding in the maintenance of the

center's office are the Parks Department of the

City of Buffalo, the Adult Education Department
and the National Youth Administration.

Work with Children

Another phase of the garden center's activity is

with children. We have long wanted to work with

juniors in the field of gardening, but until last

spring this hope" could not be realized. At that

time, however, a junior gardening class was

formed under the supervision of a local garden
club member. Once each week the group met at

the center to plant flower and vegetable seeds,

study their culture and learn their characteristics

while they drew paper plans for the design of

garden plots at home. In early summer the an-

nual Buffalo Evening News flower show pro-

vided classes in which the children exhibited their

products. Throughout the summer the junior

class met at the home "of the instructor to study

flower arrangement and to work out-of-doors. To

C-R-A-C-K !

. . . The speed
camera catches
the crushing im-
pact as slugging
bat flattens on-
coming ball. This
happens every
time a soft ball is

batted. No won-
der ordinary soft

balls lose their
shape, break
stitches, open
seams, split cov-
ers! Read why the
Voit stitch-less,
seamless soft ball,
with its one-piece
composition cover
permanently vul-
canized to the
center, goes "back
to round" in-
stantly outwears
any horsehide
made, outperforms
all other softballs!

Official in Every Respect
You'll agree it's the perfect Soft Balli

Its smooth-grained one-piece compo-
sition cover, scientifically treated to

insure correct rebound, has no stitches
to rip, wear or tear out. And, since
the seams are only reproduced, the
ball is tougher, longer wearing. Cover,
being vulcanized to the cemented
center by an exclusive VOIT process,
is a permanent part of the ball
cover-and-center become virtually a
one-piece unit that cannot loosen,
stretch, or slip. Comes in three cen-
ters: All-Kapok, Cork-and-Wool, Kapok-
and-Wool. Pure white, perfect for

night play. Washable. Weather-and-
waterproof will neither take on nor
lose weight, crack, dry out, or harden.

Write Dept. R for New Catalog.

W.J. VOIT RUBBER CORP.

quote the instructor, "when the children worked,
a party followed but, no work, and there was no

party." In the fall again the class met at the cen-

ter to study fall and winter gardening operations,

but through the winter it met only once for a

class in making Christmas decorations. Soon the

regular spring classes will be resumed with plant-

ing of seed flats.

School Gardens in a Small Community
(Continued from page 718)

to plan and plant whatever they wish. The in-

structor shall assign boys and girls to the proper

group depending on ability, experience, age and

quality of work done during the last year.

10. After planting is completed, gardeners are

to meet twice a week to work on their gardens
under the supervision of the instructor. Class

days and and hours will be announced later.

Independent School District No. 9 will

a. plow and fertilize the garden soil ;

b. provide all seeds and plants ;

c. give instructions in gardening during the

summer ;

ii.
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EDUCATIONAL USEFUL FASCINATING

d. award small gardening certificates upon
the completion of two years of satisfac-

tory garden work and large certificates

upon the completion of three years of

satisfactory garden work.

Some Additional Facts

For the sake of uniformity and general appear-

ance, all plots of the same size are planted alike.

Gardening plants and seeds are selected by the in-

structor of agriculture, and the plants are grown

by students enrolled in the agriculture depart-

ment.

A Handbook of Private Schools
2 1st Edition, May 1937, 1 184 pages,
4000 schools, 250 illustrations, 14

maps, round corners, silk cloth, $6.00

STRUTHERS BURT in the December Forum and
Century "As to the accredited upper class, if you
wish to find out more about its secondary education,

you can do no better than to read Sargent's Hand-
book of Private Schools; 21st edition. This is as

necessary to the well-to-do parent as a marriage cer-

tificate. ... A mine of pergnant quotations."
UPTON SINCLAIR, Pasadena, California "I went

through your book with great amusemnt. It seems to

me one of the most picturesque things in America."
MARGARET MEAD, Bajoeng Cede, Bali, Netherlands

Indies "I can think of no better way of measuring
the changes which have occurred in educational

thought since leaving the United States, almost two

years ago, than a glimpse into your Handbook."

A BRIEF SCHOOL GUIDE
Lists the more important Boarding Schools and Junior

Colleges. 2d Edition. 1937, 132 pages, 700 schools,

14 maps, 97 illustrations, cover in color.

Single copy 25 cents.

THE SUMMER CAMP GUIDE
A Guide to the 400 better private camps for boys and
girls. 2d Edition, 1937, 96 pages, 8 maps, 82 illus-

trations, cover in color. Single copy 25 cents.

Write for Table of Contents.

PORTER SARGENT
11 BEACON STREET BOSTON, MASS.

During the school term gardeners work in their

gardens twice a week after school hours at regu-

larly assigned periods. They are divided into

small groups of about thirty. Instructions for this

work are given each day, and upon completion the

garden is checked by the instructor. The pupils

furnish their own tools.

Demonstrations and talks on planting, thinning,

hoeing, insect control, and the selection and prep-

aration of vegetables for exhibition are given from

time to time. The gardens are used for these

demonstrations.

Many boys and girls have continued their proj-

ect for six or seven years, until they are sixteen

or seventeen years of age and are juniors and

seniors in school. Many of them take full charge

of the family home garden. Three boys have re-

cently won county and state championships on

their 4-H Club garden project, largely as a result

of the knowledge and experience gained in their

school garden projects.

We are proud of our school gardens and feel

that through them and through the efforts of in-

dividual pupils a distinct contribution is being

made to the reduction of the cost of living for

individual families. In general a variety of foods

is made available which might not otherwise be

possible.

The success we have achieved is due in large

part to the planning, organizing and supervising

done by Everett R. Johnson, who for many years

has been in charge of our school gardens.

The School Garden Association

of America
(Continued from page 719)

people the annual meeting of the School Garden

Association of America is held jointly with the

Science Department of the National Education

Association. The next annual meeting will be held

in New York City, June 2/th to June 3Oth, 1938.

For its members the Association publishes a

Quarterly Bulletin. Supplies to assist in the oper-

ation of nature garden clubs are furnished upon

application for club membership.

Where They Garden for Fun !

(Continued from page 723)

The Playground Athletic League in Baltimore

has recently added gardens for children to its rec-

reational program. This activity had previously
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been conducted for fourteen years by the Public

School system. Four gardens are located in parks,
three in yards adjoining schools and two near

branch libraries. All of the gardens include vege-
tables and flowers, but each was designed dif-

ferently. Beside cultivating their gardens, the

children found much pleasure in modelling in

clay and paper, arranging flowers in bouquets,

making bird baths and sun dials, and in gathering
nature collections and materials for garden scrap
books.

On the map of the United States one might
circle in red the names of other communities

where playgrounds are bordered with flowers and

boys and girls are learning to appreciate the nat-

ural world about them through the efforts of the

local recreation departments. Lynchburg, Vir-

ginia, is using all the land available for this ac-

tivity and the San Francisco department employs
a special supervisor of children's gardens. In

Chattanooga, Tennessee, and Beaumont, Texas,

the recreation departments cooperate with the

garden clubs, while in Oak Park, Illinois, the Rec-

reation Department provides a place for the junior

garden clubs to meet. All the playgrounds in this

community are landscaped and the director of the

department reports that the play habits of the

children seem to have become more orderly and

disciplined since the planting was done.

Since 1925, groups of children in San Antonio,

Texas, have been interested in having small plots

of their own on the different playgrounds. Be-

sides the favorable climate in that city, the Rec-

reation Department has space with good soil to

expand this activity. At the present time garden-

ing is limited to flowers, and special mention is

made of a very successful old-fashioned garden

on one playground. On a series of Saturday

morning hikes another group of youngsters gath-

ered specimens of native cacti for their play-

ground garden. "Probably no garden project was

ever completed more quickly than one undertaken

in San Antonio by a group of Mexican boys and

girls. The children brought sweet potatoes and

glass jars prepared to grow vines for indoor

decoration. The director told a story about the

potato and the food stored in it as she described

the procedure, but the next morning she found

that all the sweet potatoes were gone except one

and that had a large bite taken out of it ! Investi-

gation revealed that the children had eaten the

project and solved the problem!

Boys and girls who have known the joy of a

Preferred

by Champions!
CARROM
OFFICIAL

PING-PONG

TABLES

Also

Garrom Game Boards

Folding Card Tables and Chairs
Write for Complete Information

Leaders Since 1889

200 E. Ludington Avenue LUDINGTON, MICHIGAN

garden are privileged indeed, for this experience
with its valuable lessons is afforded relatively few
children nowadays. Recreation departments, how-

ever, are beginning to realize that through their

own efforts or by cooperating with other agencies
in the community they have in gardening another

valuable summer-time activity for their boys and

girls.

The Fordson Horticultural Gardens
(Continued from page 728)

divided between field work and class work. The
classroom is built similar to a biological labora-

tory. It is equipped with ample bulletin board

space, side tables, microscopes, books and other

library materials. Here the real business of gar-

dening is laid before the student at the time when
he needs that instruction most. Insects, flowers,

fruits, culture of plants, harvesting of crops and

their use as food are studied.

The setting for this open air education is ideal.

It is rural. In the gardens it is hard to believe

that one can live in a city and have the joy of

gaining an education in such a rural atmosphere.
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UNTYING
APRON STRINGS
A Great Book for Parents, Teachers, and other

Community Leaders, for Adolescent Young

People, For Yourself

It's a guidebook of personality development as easy

to read as the daily newspaper ; yet it will help you

understand the personality problems of children,

and set you on the way to becoming a better and

happier person yourself.

If you have technical training in psychology, you

will recognize it as accepted scientific knowledge

and you will appreciate its readable form.

If you do not have a technical background, it will

open up a New World to you, a world in which

difficulties you thought were inevitable can be

avoided or cured and it is no harder to under-

stand and even more fascinating than an ad-

venture story.

The Chapter Headings give you a bird's-eye view .

of the book:

WARPED PERSONALITY PATTERNS

Emotions the Motivating
Forces of Personality

He Goes Back to Mother's

Arms
His Hand Against the

World
He Enjoys Poor Health

He Likes to "Show-Off"

He Loves to Punish

He Isn't Happy Unless He
Is Miserable

He Feels Inferior

In Love With Himself

Love That Never Grows Up

ADJUSTMENT
The Attitude of the Adult Boy and Girl Relationships

Who Would Help
Approach Through Voca-

tional Interests and

Hobbies

Self-Understanding

A Directing Philosophy

Personality Development in

the School Community
Religion (With Apologies to

the Church)

The book alone is $1.00.

The book plus a year's subscription to

CHARACTER MAGAZINE is $2.00

Said Your Order to

CHARACTER ASSOCIATES, Inc.

5732 HARPER AVENUE CHICAGO, ILL

From the classroom the homestead of Mr. Henry
Ford's father can be seen. This lends much to

the reality of the rural setting.

Developments during the past year include the

completion of a potting room at the Fordson

High School. This is for the use of students en-

rolled in horticulture. It provides the means to

service the horticultural gardens and the other

schools of the district doing gardening and natural

science work related to the broad agricultural

program originally planned for the Fordson

Schools.

Our demands for gardening education have

grown gradually. This work has not been forced

upon the students. The virtues of the program
have been permitted to produce the demand.

When out-of-door gardening begins in 1938 four

hundred and seventy individual plots will be

planted.

Gardens Here, There and Everywhere
(Continued from page 730)

the gardens under the school department. "The

School Achievement Award" is presented to

schools that enroll a certain proportion of their

students in school gardening projects.

The National Council of State Garden Clubs

through its various committees cooperates with

many other national organizations and govern-

mental departments whose material is available to

Junior Clubs counselors. The Audubon Society,

Forestry Association, Wildflower Preservation

Society as well as the U. S. Biological Survey and

Federal Department of Agriculture and State De-

partments of Conservation are included, and

also Horticultural Societies and Nature Study

Clubs. Parent-Teacher groups and youth service

organizations have worked with garden clubs, and

garden magazines and newspapers with garden

pages have helped arouse interest. Bulletins from

the Junior Garden Clubs of America, which is a

department of "Better Homes and Gardens"

magazine, have been extensively used by local

clubs throughout the country.

The Junior Garden Club movement represents

a general awakening to the values both educa-

tional and recreational that children derive from

contact with the natural world of growing things.

When the public demands that this be an experi-

ence for all children instead of for a few, a way
will be found to provide it. The National Coun-

cil of State Garden Clubs is performing a great

service to youth and to the country.
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Send Only $1.00 ForA
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TRIAL OFFER
SEND ONLY ONE DOLLAR
and you will receive practical ideas

worth ten times this small amount.

Have you ever longed for some unusual, new
and stimulating creative material that you would
be tremendously enthusiastic about? Well . . .

JUNIOR ARTS AXD ACTIVITIES is just crammed from
cover to cover with just that kind of helpful
material.

We want YOU to have the advantage of this
work, and that's why we are making this "special
get acquainted offer" . . . Send only one dollar and
we will put your name on our mailing list to re-
ceive five big issues February to June.

The only publication for teachers

containing so much actual crea-
tive material and ideas for class-
work in elementary grades.

JUNIOR ARTS
and ACTIVITIES

740 RUSH STREET CHICAGO, ILL.

Industry and Little Gardens
(Continued from page 732)

stresses the aesthetic value of the experience as

well as the utilitarian.

The New River Company located in Mt. Hope,
West Virginia, has encouraged home gardens and

awarded prizes to employees for the best yards
in the community. The general office is ready to

advise employees regarding species of flowers,

shrubs or vegetables to plant, and during each

season holds demonstrations of approved methods

of insect and disease control. Equipment and

standard insecticides are kept in the Company's
stores and sold at reasonable prices.

In 1936 the Pennsylvania Railroad Garden Club

was organized among the employees of the com-

pany to promote interest in the growing of flow-

ers. Although the railroad management approves
the club's activities, it is entirely an employees or-

ganization with 1300 members scattered through-
out the country.

Two flower shows have been held in the new

3Oth Street Station in Philadelphia that have at-

tracted widespread attention. Exhibits were sent

from Canada, Texas and California. Another

show is being planned for September 23rd and

24th, 1938.

SAFETY FOR

Supervised Playgrounds

Juff off the press

A. 28 page pamphlet on safety in

relation to playground administra-

tion and activity programs. Contains

sections on physical conditions; the

use of apparatus; representative

safety programs; organization of

patrols and safety clubs, games,
handcraft activities and campaigns.

Price 25 cents

SAFETY EDUCATION

MAGAZINE
provides material for a well-round-

ed safety program based on sea-

sonal hazards. The colored posters,

graded lesson outlines, plays, stor-

ies, informational articles, accident

facts, patrol news items and other

features are prepared by school

people who are experts in the field

of safety teaching.

Subscription - $1.00 a Year

EDUCATION DIVISION

NATIONAL SAFETY COUNCIL

One Park Avenue

New York, N. Y.
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Costuming the Biblical Play

By Lucy Barton. Walter H. Baker Company, Boston.

$1.35 postpaid.

WE
ARE GREATLY indebted to Miss Barton, author of

Historic Costume for the Stage, for another book on

costumes. This time it is the director of Biblical drama

who will profit by Miss Barton's simple and clear de-

criptions and by the drawings by David Sarvis. Together
author and illustrator give sufficient information to en-

able the amateur to create costumes which will be au-

thentic without being expensive. Of very great value to-

the director with a limited budget is the section entitled

"Materials" in which Miss Barton suggests how inex-

pensive materials may be used effectively. Her sugges-

tions for dyeing will also be exceedingly useful to the

group whose funds are limited. A particularly practical

and unique feature of the book is a table of materials and

their uses in costuming. This should be invaluable to the

costumer.

A Manual for the Nature Counselor

Compiled by John M. Roth. Federation of Social Agen-
cies, 519 Stnithfield Street, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
$.50.

WHILE
THIS 70 page compilation of nature material is

directed to the camp counselor, it is equally valuable

for recreation workers, for the aims and objectives are

applicable and virtually all of the projects may be car-

ried out on or from a playground or institution. Much of

the material is in outline form and hence rather sketchy,

but with the outlines and descriptions given, and by mak-

ing use of the references included, the camp counselor or

recreation worker can plan and carry out an interesting,

all-around nature program. The objectives and philoso-

phy behind a nature program, motivation and correla-

tion with other activities are included, with fairly de-

tailed discussion of nature museums, nature trails, mak-

ing of aquaria and terraria and a list of projects possible

in each field of nature with references and sources em-

phasizing inexpensive publications and materials. There
are suggestions for nature hikes, capture and care of

wild animals and references for nature stories, poems,

talks, discussions and devotional services.

Popular Sports
Their Origin and Development

By Frank D. Collins. Rand McNally and Co., Chicago.
$.10.

THE STORIES, past and present, of over fifty popular

sports and games are depicted here, a sport to a page,
with numerous sketches much in the style of the "Be-
lieve It or Not" and the "Strange As It Seems" features

in the newspapers. It is an excellent collection bound in

stiff covers and provides the recreation leader with dra-
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matic, anecdotal and historical material with which to

enrich his game program and to create interest in new
activities. Boxing, Billiards, Football, Tennis, Field and
Track, Backgammon, Chess, Bowling and Basketball are
but a few of the sports and games included.

Camping and Guidance

By Ernest G. Osborne. Association Press, 347 Madison
Avenue, New York. $2.00.

THE DISTINCTIVE contribution of this book to the theory
' of education in the summer camp is the insistence on
an understanding of the individual by camp leaders and
the adaptation of program resources and leadership to

his needs. The author, a member of the Child Develop-
ment Institute of Teachers College, Columbia University,
presents simply and concretely the potentialities of the

soundly organized camp, stressing continually the im-

portance of developing the whole personality of the child.

The Conduct of Physical Education

Its Organization and Administration

for Girls and Women
By Mabel Lee. A. S. Barnes and Companv, New York.

$3.00.

I T is THE AUTHOR'S earnest hope that "this book will in-

spire a sound philosophy of the fundamentals of or-

ganizing and administering physical education according
to the highest professional standards and ideals." The
book in itself is a justification of its author's hope, for

in this comprehensive and carefully worked out volume

organizers and administrators of programs and physical
education directors of girls and women and recreation

workers as well, will find information which will help
them in making their programs not only sound in theory
and practice, but rich in content. Miss Lee has incor-

porated a wealth of material on appraisal of activities,

program problems, facilities and equipment, health and

safety programs, cost information, and helpful data on
administrative procedures. And throughout is the in-

sistence on standards and ideals which is fundamental to

a sound program.

10 One -Act Plays
Selected and Edited by Fred Eastman. Willett, Clark &

Co., Chicago. $2.00.

IN
THIS BOOK Mr. Eastman is concerned with providing

plays that may develop strength and beauty in the in-

ner life. Finding an increasing demand for plays of this

type Mr. Eastman has read hundreds of plays from which
he has selected ten, while within the capacity of ama-
teur groups, do have important and gripping conflicts,

worth while to the player and capable of sending the

audience away in exhaltation of spirit. The plays are:
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Pawns by Percivat Wilde; Prize Money by Louis Wil-
son; Monsignor's Hour by Emmet Lavery ; The Great
Choice by Fred Eastman; He Came Seeing by Mary P.
Hamlin; Tidings of Joy by Elizabeth McFadden

;
The

Tail of the Dragon by Elliott Field
; The Lord's Prayer

by Francois Coppee; Twentieth Century Lullaby by
Cedric Mount; Peace I Give Unto You by Dorothy
Clarke Wilson.

Games for Two.

By Gloria Goddard and Clement Wood. Hillman-
Curl, Inc., New York. $1.45.

The alternative title of this book, "How to Keep the
Reno Wolf Away from Your Door," suggests the tone of
the volume. The book is divided into four sections
Card Games ; Other Games ; Games of Culture, and
Games for Partners. The emphasis throughout is on
card games. Directions are presented in a clear, concise

manner, and throughout the volume there are excellent

photographs and diagrams. Individuals and groups plan-
ning for parties which are somewhat sophisticated will

find the suggestions helpful.

Shellcraft.

By Ruth Lippincott Walworth. Geddes Press, Fort

Myers, Florida. $.60.

Have you ever thought of the ornamental and utili-

tarian articles which can be made from shells? In this

booklet the author describes fifty-three articles which she
has created. These include birds, mammals, reptiles and
amphibians, novelties, tallies and place cards. And, in ad-

dition, there is interesting information about the shells

used in making them, introducing their scientific names.
Fifty-three illustrations accompany the text.

Parkways and Land Values.

John Nolen and Henry V. Hubbard. Harvard Uni-
versity Press, 1937. $1.50.

This is a very careful and considered study and analysis
of the functions of parkways, methods of financing them
and their effect on property values. Detailed study was
confined to a few specific examples, the parkways of Bos-
ton and the Boston Metropolitan District, Kansas City
and Westchester County (New York) being those chosen.
These were selected as Boston has a metropolitan (re-

gional) system of parkways, Kansas City a municipal
system, and Westchester a county system. Boston and
Kansas City have old systems offering opportunity to

study results after a long period of years, whereas the

Westchester system is recent and embodies modern ideas

of planning for traffic and recreation purposes. The
analysis of these parkways covers general background,
administrative organization, design, regulation of use,

cost, methods of acquisition, financing, assessement, and
economic effects on property. The discussion on the

various factors that enter into an appraisal of increase in

land values which -can be attributed to parkways is of

particular importance.

The Circus Is in Town.

The Crowell Publishing Company, New York. $.15.

New suggestions for amateur circuses are always in

demand ! "If you want to have a party that's 'as much
fun as a circus' have a circus !" says the introduction to

this attractive booklet. "Whether you are planning a

purely social time or combining profit with pleasure, the

amateur circus will prove popular." There are ideas

galore in this sixteen page booklet.

Stories Behind the World's Great Music.

By Sigmund Spaeth. Whittlesey House, McGraw-
Hill Company, Inc., New York. $2.50.

Through this book we catch a penetrating and intimate

glimpse of nearly twenty musical geniuses whose names
are known in every household. We meet such figures as
Bach, Mozart, Schubert, Mendelssohn, Verdi and Wag-
nerto mention only a few. Episodes, anecdotes and hap-
penings, public and private, in the lives of these musi-
cians are so dramatically portrayed that in brief space we
glimpse the individual personality traits and most sig-
nificant events in the life of each and discover the story
behind the composition of many a well-known piece of
music. In addition there is a chapter on the history of
music and several on the stories behind famous songs-
songs of the British Isles, Germany, France, Italy and
America. Music groups will find this book valuable for
its succinctness, dramatic contrast and readability, and yet
anyone who picks it up will have difficulty in putting it

down before the end, whatever his musical background.

Magic Ring.

Edited by Ruth A. Brown. The Seven Seas Press,
1124 Detroit Bank Building, Detroit, Michigan. $2.75.

Magic Ring is a collection of poems hundreds of girls
have loved. Before it became a book of poems it was a
poetry game played by the girls around their camp fires

and along their mountain trails. The 350 selections which
the book contains have been chosen with rare good taste
from the world's 'best poetry, and there is also a section

containing a group of poems written by the girls them-
selves.

All who love beauty will appreciate this delightful col-
lection which will do much to enrich the program of
camp assemblies and evening camp fires of Girl Scouts,
Boy Scouts, Camp Fire Girls and similar groups.
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