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PREFACE.

AvLTtHOUGH far advanced on the voyage of life, and
sensible of the magnitude of the work he has un-
dertaken, yet the author of this volume felt that his
duty was unperformed while the History of the Amer-
ican Privateers and Letters-of-Marque remained un-
written.

High places in the temple of fame have been justly
awarded to very many, who, in the national employment,
have achieved exploits not more brilliant, displayed
courage not more daring, seamanship not more mas-
terly, coolness in danger not more remarkable than
abound in the records of the private armed service.

But the brave and patriotic men who adorned that
service, instead of being awarded a proud niche in that
temple. have encountered neglect, and even obloquy.
No testimonials of national gratitude have rewarded
their blood-bought victories, and their invaluable ser-
vices in crippling the resources of the common enemy.
But their motives have been assailed, and cupidity and
a desire for booty imputed to them as the impulses
which led to their bold achievements.

It has been the object of the author to vindicate
their characters, as well as to record their trinmphs. If
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he fails to prove that their purposes were elevated and
patriotic, and that they were most efficient in weaken-
ing the arm of our powerful and inveterate adversary,
he has failed to do justice to his theme, and to the truth
of history. He could have wished that the subject had
fallen into abler hands ; but he can, at least, bring to it
fidelity of statement, and knowledge derived from his
personal intimacy and frequent communication; both
at home and abroad, with many of the commanders
of Privateers and Letters-of-Marque, during the war,
and since.

He has been aided much in his collection of facts by
information received from the Captains and Officers of
the United States Navy, especially from Commodores
Hull and Stewart, as well as from other intelligent gen-
tlemen who bore an active partin the great conflict be-
tween the two nations. He has also found in many of
the newspapers and other periodicals of 1812, 1813, and
1814, valuable official and statistical documents, espe-
cially in the excellent and accurate Register of Mr.
Niles, published at Baltimore. Many of the facts re-
corded in these pages will also be found verified by
Cooper’s History of the United States Navy.

The author, himself, commanded, during the war, two
Letters-of-Marque, the Schooners *‘ David Porter” and
‘“ Leo,” and at this late day, recollects almost all the im-
portant incidents of the war as distinctly as though they
had occurred within the last two years.

It has been the author’s aim to give the name of
every Privateer and Letter-of-Marque which sailed from
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our ports during the war, and he believes that ke has
done so, though a few may have been employed of
which he finds no record.

He has also endeavored to give the names of the com-

manders of each vessel, but probably has not succeeded
in every instance, as the Captains were sometimes
changed during cruises, or were killed in action, and
succeeded by others, and in many instances promoted to
other vessels.

Many prizes were destroyed at sea, and many a gal-
lant * brush” with an enemy of superior force occurred,
of which no official record was made; but which,
had it been in the national service, would have
entitled those who conducted it to promotion and fame.

The author has also endeavored, in his introduction,
to show the justice of the war on our part, and to
prove that it was waged “purely in obedience to
the great law .of nations, as well as nature—self-de-
fence.

England had virtually warred on our commerce for
six or eight years, without our being able to obtain re-
dress. Negotiation and remonstrance were finally ex-
hausted, and we were compelled to resort to war as the
last alternative of civilized nations.

The reader will pardon the assurance that whatever
other deficiencies may be found in this volume, there
has been no lack of a sincere intention to adhere to the
strictest truth in its statements, and rather to incur the

~

charge of scanty than exaggerated description of the ex-

ploits of our private armed service. -
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MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT..

FROM THE NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER EXTRA.

4 o'clock P.M., June 18, 1812.
The injunction of secrecy was about an hour ago removed
from the following message, report or manifesto, and act.

To the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States :

I communicate to Congress certain documents, being a contin-
uation of those heretofore laid before them, on the subject of our
affairs with Great Britain.

Without going back beyond the renewal in 1803, of the war
in which Great Britain is engaged, and omitting unrepaired
wrongs of inferior magnitude, the conduct of her government
presents a series of acts hostile to the United States as an inde-
pendent and neutral nation.

British cruisers have been in the continued practice of vio-
lating the American flag on the great high way of nations, and
of seizing and carrying off persons sailing under it; not in the
exercise of a belligerent right, founded on the law of nations
against an enemy, but of a municipal prerogative over British
subjects. British jurisdiction is thus extended to neutral vessels
in a situation where no laws can operate but the law of nations
and the laws of the country to which the vessels belong; and a
self-redress is assumed which, if British subjects were wrong-
fully detained and alone conc‘erned, is that substitution of force,
for a resort to the responsible sovereign, which falls within the

(xv)
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definition of war. Could the seizure of British subjects in sach
cases be regarded as within the exercise of a belligerent right,
the acknowledged laws of war, which forbid an article of cap-
turéd property to be adjudged without a regular investigation
before a competent tribunal, would imperiously demand the fair-
est trial where the sacred rights of persons were at issue. In
place of such a trial, thesc rights are subjected to the will of every
petty commander.

The practice, hence, is so far from affecting British subjects
alone, that, under the pretext of searching for these, thousands
of American citizens, under the safeguard of public law, and of
their national flag, have been torn from their country and from
every thing dear to them ; have been dragged on board ships of
war of a foreign nation, and exposed, under the severities of
their discipline, to be exiled to the most distant and deadly
climes, to risk their lives in the battles of their oppressors, and
to be the melancholy instruments of taking away those of their
own brethren.

Against this crying enormity, which Great Britain would be
so prompt to avenge if committed against herself, the United
States have in vain exhausted remonstrances and expostula-
tions. And that no proof might be wanting of their concilia-
tory dispositions, and no pretext left for a continuance of the
practice, the British government was formally assured of the
readiness of the United States to enter into arrangements, such
as could not be rejected, if the recovery of British subjects were
the real and sole object. The communication passed without
effect.

British cruisers have been in the practice also of violating the
rights and the peace of our coasts. They hover over and ha-
rass our entering and departing commerce. To the most insult-
ing pretensions, they have added the most lawless proceedings
in our very harbors; and have wantonly spilt American blood
within the sanctuary of our territorial jurisdiction. The princk
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ples and rules enforced by that nation, when a neutral nation,
against armed vessels of belligerents hovering near her coasts,
and disturbing her commerce, are well known. When called
on, nevertheless, by the United States to punish the greater
offences committed by her own vessels, her government has be-
stowed on their commanders additional marks of honor and con-
fidence. .

Under pretended blockades, without the presence of an ade-
quate force, and sometimes without the practicability of applying
one, our commerce has been plundered in every sea; the great
staples of our country have been cut off from their legitimate
markets; and a destructive blow aimed at our agricultural and
maritime interests. In aggravation of these predatory measures,
they have been considered as in force from the dates of their no-
tification ; a retrospective effect being thus added, as has been
done in other important cases, to the unlawfulness of the course
pursued. And to render the outrage the more signal, these mock
blockades have been reiterated and enforced in the face of official
communications from the British government, declaring, as the
true definition of a legal blockade *that particular ports must be
actually invested, and previous warning given to vessels bound
to them, not to enter.”

Not content with these occasional expedients for laying waste
our neutral trade, the cabinet of Great Britain resorted, at length,
to the sweeping system of blockades, under the name of orders in
council, which has been moulded and managed as might best suit
its political views, its commercial jealousies, or the avidity of
British cruisers.

To our remonstrances against the complicated and transcend-
ent injustice of this innovation, the first reply was, that the or-
ders were reluctantly adopted by Great Britain as a necessary
retaliation on decrees of her enemy proclaiming a general block-
ade of the British Isles, at a time when the naval force of that
enemy dared not to issue from his own ports. She was re-
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minded, without effect, that her own prior blockades, unsup-
ported by an adequate naval force, actually applied and contin-
ued, were a bar to this plea; that executed edicts against mil-
lions of our property could not be retaliation on edicts, confes-
sedly impossible to be executed ; that retaliation, to be just,
should fall on the party setting the guilty example, not on an in-
nocent party, which was not even chargeable with an acquies-
cence in it.

‘When deprived of this flimsy veil for a prohibition of our
trade with her enemy, by the repeal of his prohibition of our
trade with Great Britain, her cabinet, instead of a corresponding
repeal, or a practical discontinuance of its orders, formally
avowed a determination to persist in them against the United
States, until the markets of her enemy should be laid open to
British products; thus asserting an obligation on a neutral
power to require one belligerent to encourage, by its internal
regulations, the trade of another belligerent; contradicting her
own practice towards all nations, in peace as well as in war;
and betraying the insincerity of those professions which in-
culcated a belief that, having resorted to her orders with re-
gret, she was anxious to find an occasion for putting an end to
them. '

Abandoning still more all respect for the neutral rights of the
United States, and for its own consistency, the British govern-
ment now demands, as pre-requisites to a repeal of its orders as
they relate to the United States, that a formality should be ob-
served in the repeal of the French decrees, nowise necessary to
their termination, nor exemplified by British usage; and that the
French repeal, besides including that portion of the decrees
which operates within a territorial jurisdiction, as well as that
which operates on the high seas against the commerce of the
United States, should not be a single special repeal in relation
to the United States, but should be extended to whatever other
neutral nations unconnected with them, may be affected by
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those decrees. And, as an additional insult, they are called on
for a formal disavowal of conditions and pretensions advanced
by the French government, for which the United States are so
far from having made themselves responsible, that, in official ex-
planations, which have been published to the world, and in a cor-
respondence of the American minister at London with the Brit-
ish minister for foreign affairs, such a responsibility was ex-
plicitly and empbhatically disclaimed.

It has become, indeed, sufficiently certain that the commerce
of the United States is to be sacrificed, not as interfering with
the belligerent rights of Great Britain, not as supplying the
wants of her enemies, which she herself supplies, but as in-
terfering with the monopoly which she covets for her own
commerce and navigation. She carries on a war against the
lawful commerce of a friend, that she may the better carry
on a commerce polluted by the forgeries and perjuries which
are, for the most part, the only passports by which it can suc-
ceed.

Anxious to make every experiment short of the last resort of
injured nations, the United States have withheld from Great
Britain, under successive modifications, the benefits of a free in-
tercourse with their market, the loss of which could not but out-
weigh the profits accruing from her restrictions of our commerce
with other nations. And to entitle these experiments to the
more favorable consideration, they were so framed as to enable
her to place her adversary under the exclusive operation of
them. To these appeals her government has been equally in-
flexible, as if willing to make sacrifices of every sort, rather than
yield to the claims of justice, or renounce the errors of a false
pride. Nay, so far were the attempts carried, to overcome the
attachment of the British cabinet to its unjust edicts, that it re-
ceived every encouragement within the competency of the ex-
ecutive branch of our government, to expect that a repeal of
them would be followed by a war between the United States.
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and France, unless the French edicts should also be re-
pealed. Even this communication, although silencing forever
the plea of a disposition in the United States to acquiesce in
those edicts, originally the sole plea for them, received no at-
tention. :

If no other proof existed of a predetermination of the British
government against a repeal of its orders, it might be found on
the correspondence of the Minister Plenipotentiary of the United
States at London, and the British Secretary for Foreign Affairs
in 1810, on the question whether the blockade of May, 18086,
was considered as in force or as not in force. It had been ascer-
tained that the French government, which urged this blockade
as the ground of its Berlin decree, was willing, in the event of
its removal, to repeal that decree; which, being followed by
alternate repeals of the other offensive edicts, might abolish the
whole system on both sides. This inviting opportunity for
accomplishing an object so important to the United States, and
professed so often to be the desire of both the belligerents, was
made known to the British government. As that government
admits that an actual application of an adequate force is neces-
sary to the existence of a legal blockade, and it was notorious,
that if such a force had ever been applied, its long discontinu-
ance had annulled the blockade in question, there could be no
sufficient objection on the part of Great Britain to a formal re-
vocation of it; and no imaginable objection, to a declaration of
the fact, that the blockade did not exist. The declaration would
have been consistent with her avowed principles of blockade,
and would have enabled the United States to demand from
France the pledged repeal of her decrees; either with success,
in which case the way would have been opened for a general
repeal of the belligerent edicts; or, without success, in which
case the United States would have been justified in turning their
measures exclusively against France. The British government
would, however, neither rescind the blockade nor declare its
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non-existence ; nor permit its non-existence to be inferred and
affirmed by the American Plenipotentiary. On the contrary, by
representing the blockade to be comprehended in the orders in
council, the United States were compelled so to regard it in their
subsequent proceedings.

There was a period when a favorable change in the policy of
the British cabinet was justly considered as established. The
Minister Plenipotentiary of his Britannic Majesty here proposed
an adjustment of the differences more immediately endangering
the harmony of the two countries. The proposition was accepted
with a promptitude and cordiality corresponding with the inva-
riable professions of this government. A foundation appeared
to be laid for a sincere and lasting reconciliation. The prospect,
however, quickly vanished. The whole proceeding was disa-
vowed by the British government without any explanations
which could at that time repress the belief, that the disavowal
proceeded from a spirit of hostility to the commercial rights and
prosperity of the United States. And it has since come into
proof, that, at the very moment when the public minister was
holding the language of friendship, and inspiring confidence in
the sincerity of the negociation with which he was charged, a se-
cret agent of his government was employed in intrigues, having
for their object a subversion of our government, and a dismem-
berment of our happy union.

In reviewing the conduct of Great Britain towards the United
States our attention is necessarily drawn to the warfare just re
newed by the savages on one of our extensive frontiers; a war-
fare which is known to spare neither age nor sex, and to be dis-
tinguished by features peculiarly shocking to humanity. It is
difficult to account for the activity and combinations which
have for some time been developing themselves among
tribes in the constant intercourse with British traders and garri-
sons, without connecting their hostility with that influence; and
without recollecting the authenticated examples of such interpo-
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sitions heretofore furnished by the officers and agents of that go-
vernment.

Such is the spectacle of injuries and indignitics which have
been heaped on our country: and such the crisis which its un-
exampled forbearance and conciliatory efforts have not been able
to avert. It might at least have been expected that an enlight-
ened nation, if less urged by moral obligations, or invited by
friendly dispositions on the part of the United States would have
found, in its true interest alone, a sufficient motive to respect
their rights and their tranquillity on the high seas; that an en-
larged policy would have favored that free and general circula-
tion of commerce, in which the British nation is at all times
interested, and which in times of war is the best alleviation of its
calamities to herself as well as the other belligerents; and more
especially that the British cabinet would not, for the sake of the
precarious and surreptitious intercourse with hostile markets,
have persevered in a course of measures which necessarily put at
hazard the invaluable market of a great and growing country,
disposed to cultivate the mutual advantagesof an active commerce.

Other councils have prevailed. Our moderation and concilia-
tion have had no other effect than to encourage perseverance,
and to enlarge pretensions. We behold our seafaring citizens
still the daily victims of lawless violence, committed on the great
common and highway of nations, even within sight of the coun-
try which owes them protection. We behold our vessels freight-
ed with the products of our soil and industry, or returning with
the honest proceeds of them, wrested from their lawful destina-
tions, confiscated by prize courts, no longer the organs of public
law, but the instruments of arbitrary edicts; and their unfortu-
nate crews dispersed and lost, or forced or inveigled, in British
ports, into British fleets: whilst arguments are employed in sup-
port of these aggressions, which have no foundation but in a
principle equally supporting a claim to regulate our external
commerce in all cases whatsoever.
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‘We behold, in fine, on the side of Great Britain a state of war
against the United States; and on the side of the United States
a state of peace towards Great Britain.

‘Whether the United States shall continue passive under these
progressive usurpations, and these accumulating wrongs; or, op-
posing force to force in defence of their natural rights, shall com-
mit a just cause into the hands of the Almighty Disposer of
events, avoiding all connections which might entangle it in the
contests or views of other powers, and preserving a constant rea-
diness to concur in an honorable re-establishment of peace and
friendship, is a solemn question, which the constitution wisely
confides to the legislative department of the government. In re-
commending it to their early deliberations, I am happy in the
assurance that the decision will be worthy the enlightened
and patriotic councils of a virtuous, a free, and a powerful nation.

Having presented this view of the relations of the Unifed
States with Great Britain and of the solemn alternative growing
out of them, I proceed to remark that the communications last
made to Congress on the subject of our relations with France will
have shown that since the revocation of her decrees as they vio-
lated the neutral rights of the United States, her government
has authorized illegal captures, by its privateers and public ships,
and that other outrages have been practised on our vessels and
our citizens. It will have been seen also, that no indemnity
had been provided, or satisfactorily pledged for the extensive
spoliations committed under the violent and retrospective orders
of the French government against the property of our citizens
seized within the jurisdiction of France. I abstain at this time
frora recommending to the consideration of Congress definitive
measures with respect to that nation, in the expectation that the
result of unclosed discussions between our minister plenipoten-
tiary at Paris and the French government, will speedily enable
Congress to decide, with greater advantage, on the course due to
the rights, the interests, and the honor of our country.

Washington June 1,1812. JAMES MADISON.
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REPORT—

That after the experience which the United States have
had of the great injustice of the British government towards
them, exemplified by so many acts of violence and oppression, it
will be more difficult to justify to the impartial world their
patient forbearance, than the measures to which it has become
necessary to resort, to avenge the wrongs, and vindicate the
rights and honor of the nation. Your committee are happy to
observe, on a dispassionate view of the conduct of the United
States, that they see in it no cause for censure.

If a long forbearance under injuries ought ever to be consi-
dered a virtue in any nation, it is one which peculiarly becomes
the United States. No people ever had stronger motives to
cherish peace : none have ever cherished it with greater sincerity
and zeal.

But the period has now arrived, when the United States must
support their character and station among the nations of the
earth, or submit to the most shameful degradation. Forbearance
has ceased to be a virtue. War on the one side, and peace on
the other, is a situation as ruinous as it is disgraceful. The mad
ambition, the lust of power, and commercial avarice of Great
Britain, arrogating to herself the complete dominion of the
ocean, and exercising over it an unbounded and lawless tyranny,
have left to neutral nations an alternative only, between the
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bare surrender of their rights, and a manly vindication of them.
Happily for the United States, their destiny, under the aid of
Heaven, is in their own hands. The crisis is formidable only
by their love of peace. Assoon asit becomes a duty to relin-
quish that situation, danger disappears. They have suffered no
wrongs, they have received no insults, however great, for which
they cannot obtain redress.

More than seven years have elapsed, since the commencement
of this system of hostile aggression by the British Government,
on the rights and interests of the United States. The manner
of its commencement was not less hostile, than the spirit with
which it has been prosecuted. The United States have invari-
ably done every thing in their power to preserve the relations of
friendship with Great Britain. Of this disposition they gave a
distinguished proof, at the moment when they were made the
victims of an opposite policy. The wrongs of the last war had
not been forgotten at the commencement of the present one.
They warned us of dangers, against which it was sought to pro
vide. As early as the year 1804, the Minister of the United
States at London was instructed, to invite the British govern-
ment to enter into a negociation on all the points on which a col-
lision might arise between the two countries, in the course of the
war, and to propose to it an arrangement of their claims on fair
and rcasonable conditions. The invitation was accepted. A
negociation had commenced and was depending, and nothing
had occurred to excite a doubt that it would not terminate to the
satisfaction of both the parties. It was at this time, and under
these circumstances, that an attack was made, by surprise, on an
important branch of the American commerce, which affected every
part of the United States, and involved many of their citizens
in ruin.

The commerce on which this attack was so unexpectedly
made, was between the United States and the colonies of France,
Spain, and other enemies of Great Britain. A commerce just in
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itself; sanctioned by the example of Great Britain in regard to
the trade with her own colonies; sanctioned by a solemn act be-
tween the two governments in the last war; and sanctioned by
the practice of the British government in the present war, more
than two years having elapsed, without any interference
with it.

The injustice of this attack could only be equalled by the ab-
surdity of the pretext alleged for it. It was pretended by the
British government, that in case of war, her enemy had no right
to modify its colonial regulations, so as to mitigate the calamities
of war to the inhabitants of its colonies. This pretension pecu-
liar to Great Britain, is utterly incompatible with the rights of
the sovereignty in every independent State. If we recur to the
well-established and universally admitted law of nations, we shall
find no sanction to it, in that venerable code. The sovereignty
of every State is co-extensive with its dominions, and cannot be
abrogated, or curtailed in rights, as to any part, except by con-
quest. Neutral nations have a right to trade to every port of
either belligerent, which is not legally blockaded; and in all
articles which are not contraband of war. Such is the abhsurdity
of this pretension, that your committee are aware, especially
after the able manner in which it has been heretofore refuted,
and exposed, that they would offer an insult to the understand-
ing of the house, if they enlarged on it, and if any thing could
add to the high sense of the injustice of the British government
in the transaction, it would be the contrast which her conduct
exhibits in regard to this trade, and in regard to a similar trade
by neutrals with her own colonies. It is known to the world
that Great Britain regulates her own trade in war and in peace,
at home and in her colonies, as she finds for her interest—that in
war she relaxes the restraints of her colonial system in favor of
the colonies, and that it never was suggested that she had not a
right to do it; or that a neutral in taking advantage of the re-
laxation violated a belligerent right of her enemy. But with
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Great Britain every thing is lawful, It is only in a trade with
her enemies that the United States can do wrong. With them
all trade is unlawful.

In the year 1798, an attack was made by the British govern-
ment on the same branch of our neutral trade, which had nearly
involved the two countries in a war. That difference, however,
was amicably accommodated. The pretension was withdrawn
and reparation made to the United States for the losses which
they had suffered by it. It was fair to infer from that arrange-
ment that the commerce was deemed by the British Govern
ment lawful, and that it would not be again disturbed.

Had the British government been resolved to contest this trade
with neutrals, it was due to the character of the British nation
that the decision should be made known to the government of
the United States. The existence of a negociation which had
been invited by our government, for the purpose of preventing
differences by an amicable arrangement of their respective pre-
tensions, gave a strong claim to the notification, while it afforded
the fairest opportunity for it. But a very different policy ani-
mated the then Cabinet of England. The liberal confidence and
friendly overtures of the United States were taken advantage of
to ensnare them. Steady to its purposc and inflexibly hostile
to this country, the British government calmly looked forward
to the moment, when it might give the most deadly wound to
our interests. A trade just in itself, which was secured by so
many strong and sacred pledges, was considered safe. Our citi-
zens, with their usual industry and enterprise had embarked in
it a vast proportion of their shipping, and of their capital, which
were at sea, under no other protection than the law of nations,
and the confidence which they reposed in the justice and friend-
ship of the British nation. At this period the unexpected blow
was given. Many of the vessels were seized, carried into port,
and condemned by a tribunal, which, while it professes to respect
the law of nations, obeyed the mandates of its own government.
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Hundreds of other vessels were driven from the ocean, and the
trade itself in a great measure suppressed. The effect produced
by this attack on the lawful commerce of the United States was
such as might have been expected from a virtuous, independent
and highly injured people. But one sentiment pervaded the
whole American nation. No local interests were regarded; no
gordid motives felt. Without looking to the parts which suffered
most, the invasion of our rights was considered a common cause,
and from one extremity of our Union to the other, was heard the
voice of an united people, calling on their government to avenge
their wrongs, and vindicate the rights and honor of their
country.

From this period the British government has gone on in a
" continued encroachment on the rights and interests of the United
States, disregarding in its course, in many instances, obliga-
tions which have heretofore been held sacred by civilized na
tions.

In May, 18086, the whole coast of the Continent, from the Elbe
to Brest inclusive, was declared to be in a state of blockade.
By this act, the well-established principles of the law of nations,
principles which have served for ages as guides, and affixed the
boundary between the rights to belligerents and neutrals, were
violated : By the law of nations, as recognized by Great Britain
herself, no blockade is lawful, unless it be sustained by the ap-
plication of an adequate force, and that an adequate force was
applied to this blockade, in its full.extent, ought not to be pre-
tended. Whether Great Britain was able to maintain, legally,
so extensive a blockade, considering the war in which she is en-
gaged, requiring such extensive naval operations, is a question
which it is not necessary at this time to examine. It issufficient
to be known, that such force was not applied, and this is evident
from the terms of the blockade itself, by which, comparatively,
an inconsiderable portion of the coast only was declared to be in
a state of strict and rigorous blockade. The objection to the mea-
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sure is not diminished by that circumstance. If the force was
not applied, the blockade was unlawful, from whatever cause the
failure might proceed. The belligerent who institutes the block-
ade cannot absolve itself from the obligation to apply the force
under any pretext whatever. For a belligerent to relax a block-
ade, which it could not maintain, it would be a refinement in
injustice, not less insulting to the understanding than repugnant
to the law of nations. To claim merit for the mitigation of an
evil, which the party either had not the power or found it incon-
venient to inflict, would be a new mode of encroaching on neu-
tral rights. Your committee think it just to remark that this act
of the British Government does not appear to have been adopted
in the sense in which it has been since construed. On consider-
ation of all the circumstances attending the measure, and particu-
larly the character of the distinguished statesman who an-
nounced it, we are persuaded that it was conceived in a spirit of
conciliation and intended to lead to an accommodation of all
differences between the United States and Great Britain. His
death disappointed that hope, and the act has since become sub-
servient to other purposes. It has been made by his successors
a pretext for that vast system of usurpation, which has so long
oppressed and harassed our commerce.

The next act of the British government which claims our at-
tention is the order of council of January 7, 1807, by which
neutral powers are prohibited trading from one port to another
of France or her allies, or any other country with which Great
Britain might not freely trade. By this order the pretension of
England, heretofore claimed by every other power, to prohibit
neutrals disposing of parts of their cargoes at different ports of
the same enemy, is revived and with vast accumulation of injury.
Every enemy, however great the number or distant from each
other, is considered one, and the like trade even with powers at
peace with England, who from motives of policy had excluded
or restrained her commerce, was also prohibited. In this act the
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British government evidently disclaimed all regard for neutral
rights. Aware that the measures authorized by it could find no
pretext in any belligerent right, none was urged. To prohibit
the sale of our produce, consisting of innocent articles at any
port of a belligerent, not blockaded, to consider every belligerent
as one, and subject neutrals to the same restraints with all, as if
there was but one, were bold encroachments. But to restrain or
in any manner interfere with our commerce with neutral nations
with whom Great Britain was at peace, and against whom she
had no justifiable cause of war, for the sole reason, that they re-
strained or excluded from their ports her commerce, was utterly
incompatible with the pacific relations subsisting between the
two countries.

‘We proceed to bring into view the British order in Council of
November 11th, 1807, which superseded every other order, and
consummated that system of hostility on the commerce of the
United States which has been since so steadily pursued. By this
order all France and her allies and every other country at war
with Great Britain, or with which she was not at war, from which
the British flag was excluded and all the colonies of her enemies,
were subjected to the same restrictions as if they were actually
blockaded in the most strict and rigorous manner, and all trade
in articles the produce and manufacture of the said countries and
colonies and the vessels engaged in it were subjected to capture
and condemnation as lawful prize. To this order certain ex-
ceptions were made which we forbear to notice, because they
were not adopted from a regard to neutral rights, but were dic-
tated by policy to promote the commerce of England, and so far
as they related to neutral powers, were said to emanate from the
clemency of the British Government.

It would be superfluous in your committee to state, that by
this order the British government declared direct and positive
war against the United States. The dominion of the ocean was
completely usurped by it, all commerce forbidden, and every
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flag driven from it, or subjected to capture and condemnation,
which did not subserve the policy of the British government by
paying it a tribute, and sailing under its sanction. From this
period the United States have incurred the heaviest losses and
most mortifying humiliations. They have borne the calamities
of war without retorting them on its authors.

So far your committee has presented to the view of the house
the aggressions which have been committed under the authority
of the British government on the commerce of the United States.
We will now proceed to other wrongs which have been still
more severely felt. Among these is the impressment of our sea-
men, a practice which has been unceasingly maintained by Great
Britain in the wars to which she has been a party since our re-
volution. Your committee cannot convey in adequate terms the
deep sense which they entertain of the injustice and oppression
of this proceeding. Under the pretext of impressing British sea-
men, our fellow-citizens are seized in British ports, on the high
seas, and in every other quarter to which the British power ex-
tends, are taken on board British men-of-war and compelled to
serve there as British subjects. In this mode our citizens are

.wantonly snatched from their country and their families, de-
prived of their liberty, and doomed to an ignominious and
slavish bondage, compelled to fight the battles of a foreign coun-
try, and often to perish in them. Our flag has given them no
protection ; it has been unceasingly violated, and our vessels ex-
posed to danger by the loss of the men taken from them. Your
committee need not remark that while the practice is continued,
it is impossible for the United States to consider themselves an
independent nation. Every new case is a new proof of their
degradation. Its continuance is the more unjustifiable because
the United States have repeatedly proposed to the British
government an arrangement which would secure to it the con-
trol of its own people. An exemption of the citizens of the
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United States from this degrading oppression, and their flag from
violation, i8 all that they have sought.

The lawless waste of our trade, and equally unlawful impress-
ment of our seamen, have been much aggravated by the insults
and indignities attending them. Under the pretext of block-
ading the ports and harbors of France and her allies, British
squadrons have been stationed on our own coast, to watch and an-
noy our own trade. To give effect to the blockade of European
ports, the ports and harbors of the United States have been
blockaded. In executing these orders of the British govern-
ment, or in obeying the spirit which was known to animate it,
the commanders of these squadrons have encroached on our ju-
risdiction, seized our vessels, and carried into effect impressments
within our limits, and done other acts of great injustice, violence
and oppression. The United States have seen with mingled
indignation and surprise, that these acts, instead of procuring
to the perpetrators the punishment due to their crimes, have
not failed to recommend them to the favor of their govern-
ment.

Whether the British government has contributed by active
measures to excite against us the hostility of the savage tribes on
our frontiers, your committee are not disposed to occupy much
time in investigating. Certain indications of general notoriety
may supply the place of authentic documents; though these
have not been wanting to establish the fact in some instances.
It is known that symptoms of British hostility towards the
United States, have never failed to produce corresponding symp-
toms among those tribes. It is also well known that on all such
occasions, abundant supplies of the ordinary munitions of war
have been afforded by the agents of British commercial compa-
nies, and even from British garrisons, wherewith they were en-
abled to commence that system of savage warfare on our fron-
tiers, which has been at all times indiscriminate in its ef
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fects on all ages, sexes and conditions, and so revolting to hu-
manity.

Your committee would be much gratified if they could clos:
here the details of British wrongs; but it is their duty to recite
another act of still greater malignity, than any of those which
have been already brought to your view. The attempt to dis- -
member our union, and overthrow our excellent constitution, by
8 secret mission, the object of which was to foment discontents,
and excite insurrection against the constituted authorities and
laws of the nation, as lately disclosed by the agent employed in
it, affords full proof that there is no bound to the hostility of
the British government towards the United States; no act,
however unjustifiable, which it would not commit to accom-
plish their ruin. This attempt excites the greater horror from
the consideration that it was made while the United States and
Great Britain were at peace, and an amicable negociation was
depending between them for the accommodation of their differ-
ences through public ministers regularly authorized for the
purpose.

The United States have beheld, with unexampled forbear-
ance, this continued series of hostile encroachments on their
rights and interests, in the hope that, yielding to the force of
friendly remonstrances, often repeated, the British government
might adopt & more just policy towards them ; but that hope no
longer exists. They have also weighed impartially the reasons
which have been urged by the British government in vindication
of these encroachments, and found in them neither justification
or apology.

The British government has alleged, in vindication of the or-
ders in council, that they were resorted to as a retaliation on
France, for similar aggressions committed by her on our neutral
trade with the British dominions. But how has this plea been
supported ? The dates of British and French aggressions are
well known to the world. Their origin and progress have been
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marked with too wide and destructive a waste. of the property
of our fellow-citizens, to have been forgotten. The decree of Ber-
lin of Nov. 21st, 1808, was the first aggression of France in the
present war. Eighteen months had then elapsed, after the at-
tack made by Great Britain on our neutral trade with the colo-
nies of France and her allies, and six months from the date of
the proclamation of May, 1808. Even on the 7th of January,
1807, the date of the first British order in council, so short a
term had elapsed, after the Berlin decree, that it was hardly pos-
sible that the intelligence of it should have reached the United
States. A retaliation, which is to produce its effect by operating
on a neutral power, ought not to be resorted to, till the neutral
had justified it by a culpable acquiescence in the unlawful act of
the other belligerent. It ought to be delayed until after sufficient
time had been allowed to the neutral to remonstrate against the
measure complained of, to receive an answer, and to act on it,
which had not been done in the present instance; and when the
order of November 11th was issued, it is well known that a min-
ister of France had declared to the Minister Plenipotentiary of
the United States at Paris, that it was not intended that the de-
cree of Berlin should apply to the United States. It is equally
well known, that no American vessel had then been condemned
under it, or seizure been made, with which the British govern-
ment was acquainted. The facts prove incontestibly, that the
measures of France, however unjustifiable in themselves, were
nothing more than a pretext for those of England. And of the
insufficiency of that pretext, ample proof has already been afford-
ed by the British government itself, and in the most impressive
form. Although it was declared that the orders in council were
retaliatory on France for her decrees, it was also declared, and in
the orders themselves, that owing to the superiority of the Brit-
ish navy, by which the fleets of France and her allies were con-
fined within their own ports, the French decrees were considered
only as empty threats,
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Tt is no justification of the wrongs of one power, that the like
were committed by another; nor ought the fact, if true, to have
been urged by either, as it could afford no proof of its love of
justice, of its magnanimity, or even of its courage. It is more
worthy the government of a great nation to relieve than to as-
sai] the injured. Nor can a repetition of the wrongs by another
power repair the violated rights, or wounded honor, of the in:
jured party. An utter inability alone to resist, would justify a
quiet surrender of our rights, and degrading submission to the
will of others. To that condition the United States are not re-
. duced, nor do they fear it. That they ever consented to discuss
with either power the misconduct of the other, is a proof of their
love of peace, of their moderation, and of the hope which they
still indulged, that friendly appeals to just and generous senti-
ment, would not be made to them in vain. But the motive was
mistaken, if their forbearance was imputed, either to the want of
a just sensibility to their wrongs, or of a determination, if suita-
ble redress was not obtained, to resent them. The time has now
arrived when this system of reasoning must cease. It would be
insulting to repeat it. It would be degrading to hearit. The
United States must act as an independent nation, and assert their
rights and avenge their wrongs, according to their own estimate
of them, with the party who commits them, holding it re-
sponsible for its own misdeeds, unmitigated by those of
another.

For the difference made between Great Britain and France, by
the application of the non-importation act against England only,
the motive has been already too often explained, and is too well
known to require further illustration. In the commercial re-
strictions to which the United States resorted as an evidence of
their sensibility, and a mild retaliation of their wrongs, they in-
variably placed both powers on the same footing, holding to each
in respect to itself, the same accommodation, in case it accepted
the condition offered, and in respect to the other, the same re-
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straint, if it refused. Had the British government confirmed the
arrangement, which was entered into with the British Minister
in 1809, and France maintained her decrees, with France would
the United States have had to resist, with the firmness belonging
to their character, the continued violation of their rights? The
committee do not hesitate to declare, that France has greatly in-
jured the United States, and that satisfactory reparation has not
yet been made for many of those injuries. But that is a concern
which the United States will look to and scttle for themselves.
The high character of the American people, is a sufficient pledge
to the world, that they will not fail to settle it, on conditions
which they have a right to claim.

More recently, the true policy of the British government
towards the United States has been completely unfolded. It
has been publicly declared by those in power, that the orders in
council should not be repealed, until the French government
had revoked all its internal restraints on the British commerce,
and that the trade of the United States with France and her
allies, should be prohibited until Great Britain was also allowed
to trade with them. By this declaration, it appcars, that to
satisfy the pretensions of the British government, the United
States must join Great Britain in the war with France, and prose-
cute the war, until France should be subdued, for without her
subjugation, it were in vain to presume on such a concession.
The hostility of the British government to these states has been
still further disclosed. It has been made manifest that the
United States are considered by it as the commercial rival of
Great Britain, and that their prosperity and growth are incom-
patible with her welfare. When all these circumstances are
taken into consideration, it is impossible for your committee to
doubt the motives which have governed thc British minis-
try in all its measures towards the United States since the
year 1805. Equallyis it impossible to doubt, longer, the course
which the United States ought to pursue towards Great Britain.



REPORT. XXXVil

From this view of the multiplied wrongs of the British govern-
ment, since the commencement of the present war, it must be
evident to the impartial world, that the contest which is now
forced on the United States, is radically a contest for their
sovereignty and independence. Your committee will not en-
large on any of the injuries, however great, which have had a
transitory effect. They wish to call the attention of the House
to those of a parlinmentary nature only, which intrench so deeply
on our most important rights, and wound so extensively and
vitally our best interests, as could not fail to deprive the United
States of the principal advantages of their revolution, if submitted
to. The control of our commerce by Great Britain, in regulating
at pleasure, and expelling it almost from the ocean ; the oppres-
sive manner in which these regulations have been carried into
effect by seizing and confiscating such of our vessels, with their
cargoes, as were said to have violated her edicts, often without
previous warning of their danger; the impressment of our citi-
zens from on board our own vessels, on the high seas, and else
where, and holding them in bondage until it suited the con-
venience of these oppressors to deliver them up, are encroach-
ments of that high and dangerous tendency which could not fail
to produce that pernicious effect, nor would those be the only
consequences that would result from it. The British govern-
ment might for a while be satisfied with the ascendency thus
gained over us, but its pretensions would soon increase. The
proof, which so complete and disgraceful a submission to its
authority would afford of our degeneracy, could not fail to in-
spire confidence, that there was no limit to which its usurpations
and our degradations might not be carried.

Your committee, believing that the freeborn sons of America
are worthy to enjoy the liberty which their fathers purchased at
the price of much blood and treasure, and seeing in the measures
adopted by Great Britain, a course commenced and persisted in
which might lead to a loss of national character and indepen-
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dence, feel no hesitation in advising resistance by force, in which
the Americans of the present day will prove to the enemy and
to the world, that we have not only inherited that liberty
which our fathers gave us, but also the w:ll and power to
maintain it. Relying on the patriotism of the nation, and con-
fidently trusting that the Lord of Hosts will go with us to
battle in a righteous cause, and crown our efforts with suc-
cess—your committee recommend an immediate appeal to
ARMS!

AN ACT

Declaring War between the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Ireland, and the dependencies thereof, and the United States qf
America, and their Territories.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America, in Congress assembled, That W AR be,
and the same is hereby declared to exist between the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and the dependencies
thereof, and the United States of America and their territories;
and that the President of the United States be, and he is hereby
authorized to use the whole land and naval force of the United
States, to carry the same into effect, and to issue to private-armed
vessels of the United States commissions, or letters-of-marque,
and general reprisals, in such form as he shall think proper,
and under the seal of the United States, against the vessels,
goods and effects of the government of the same United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and of the subjects
thereof.

Approved, JAMES MADISON.

June 18th, 1812.

On the final passage of the act in the Senate, the vote was 19
to13: in the House, 79 to 49.



BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA. ‘

A PROCLAMATION.

WHEREAS the Congress of the United States, by virtue of the
constituted authority vested in them, have declared by their act,
bearing date the 18th day of the present month, that war exists
between the United kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and
the dependencies thereof, and the United States of America and
their territories: Now therefore, I, James Madison, President
of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim the same
to all whom it may concern: and I do specially enjoin on all
persons holding offices, civil or military, under the authority of
the United States, that they be vigilant and zealous, in discharg-
ing the duties respectively incident thereto. And I do moreover
exhort all the good people of the United States, as they love
their country; as they value the precious heritage derived from
the virtue and valor of their fathers; asthey feel the wrongs
which have forced on them the last resort of injured nations;
and as they consult the best means, under the blessing of Divine
Providence, of abridging its calamities; that they exert them-
selves in preserving order, in promoting concord, and in main-
taining the authority and the efficacy of the laws, and in sup-
porting and invigorating all the measures which may be adopted
by the constituted authorities, for obtaining a speedy, a just, and
an honorable peace.

(
g SEAL.
~~——"In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand

and caused the seal of the United States to be affixed to these
presents.
(xxxix)
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Done at the City of Washington, the nineteenth day of June,
one thousand eight hundred and twelve, and of the Indepen-
dence of the United States the thirty-sixth.

(Signed)
By the President,

JAMES MADISON.

(Signed) JAMES MONROE,
Secretary of State.

I insert here the following letter of the venerable patriot John
Adams, former President of the United States, to his friend
Elkenah Watson, Esq., of Pittsfield, and think his opinion of the
war is deserving the respectful consideration of every dispassion-
ate American.

“ Quincy, July 6th, 1812.

“DEAR SIR,—I have received the favor of your letter of the
28th of last month, which has revived the recollection of our
former acquaintance in France, England and Holland, as well
as in scveral parts of our own country. I think with you, that
it is the duty of every considerate man to support the national
authorities, in whose hands soever they may be; though I will
not say whatever their measures may be. )

“To your allusion to the war, I have nothing to say but that
it was with surprise that I hear it pronounced, not only by news-
papers, but by persons in authority, ecclesiastical and civil, and
political and military, that it is an unjust and unnecessary war,
that the declaration of it was altogether unexpected, ete.

“ How it is possible that a rational, a social, or a moral crea-
ture can say that the war is unjust, is to me utterly incompre-
hensible.

“How it can be said to be unnecessary is very mysteri-
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ous. I have thought it both just and necessary, for five or six
" years.

“How it can be said to be unexpected, is another wonder; I
have expected it for more than five and twenty years, and have
had great reason to be thankful that it has been postponed so
long. I saw such a spirit in the British Islands, when I resided
in France, in Holland, and in England itself, that I expected
another war much sooner than it has happened. I wasso im-
pressed with the idea, that I expressed to Lord Lansdowne (for-
merly Lord Shelburne), an apprehension that his lordship would
live long enough to be obliged to make, and that I should live
long enough to see another peace made between Great Britain
and the United States of America. His lordship did not live
long enough to make the peace, and I shall not probably live to
see it; but I have lived to see the war that must be followed by
a peace, if the war is not eternal.

“Qur Agricultural Societies may not be so much regarded,
but the great interest of agriculture will not be diminished by
the war. Manufactures will be promoted.

“The Minister of St. Petersburg will be informed of your
opinion of the utility of some bushels of Siberian wheat, not
kiln dried.’

“Yours truly, '
“JOHN ADAMS.”
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EXTRACT FROM THE BOSTON CHRONICLE.

“The American seamen who were taken from the frigate Che-
sapeake, on the 22d June, 1807, by the British ship-of-war
Leopard, were this day, Saturday, June 13, 1812, restored to the
samc ship in the harbor of Boston.

“They were conducted on board by Lieutenant Simpson, a Bri-
tish officer, and received at the gang-way by Lieutenant Wilkin-
son, of the Chesapeake, who made the following pertinent
address:

“S1r,—I am commanded by Commodore Bainbridge to receive
these two American seamen, on the very deck from which they
were wantonly taken in time of peace, by a vessel of your na-
tion, of superior force” Midshipman Saunders conducted the
men to Commodore Bainbridge, upon the quarter-deck—the
Commodore" received them with these appropriate and truly
American observations. ‘My lads I am glad to see you—from
this deck you were taken by British outrage—for your return to
it you owe gratitude to the government of your country. Your
country now offers you an opportunity to revenge your wrongs;
and I cannot doubt but that you will be desirous of doing so
on board of this very ship. I trust the flag that flies on board
of her, shall gloriously defend you in future.’ Three cheers
were given by a numerous company of citizens and seamen, as-
sembled to witness the interesting transaction.

“There were four men taken out of the Chesapeake; one, they
tell us, has since died, two they now restore, and one they hung
at Halifax.”

xlii



INTRODUCTION.

I coMMENCE my plea, soliciting public approbation in
favor of Privateersmen, and for those who served in
private armed vessels in the war of 1812, 1813, and
1814. And in order to show the state of public opinion
at that period, I will here insert an article, written by
Mr. Jefferson, dated July the 4th, 1812: ‘

“What is war ? Itissimply a contest between nations, of
trying which can do the other the most harm. Who carries
on the war? Armies are formed and Navies manned by
individuals. How is a battle gained? By the death of
individuals. What produces peace? The distress of
individuals. What difference to the sufferer is it that
his property is taken by a national or private armed
vessel? Did our merchants, who have lost nine hun-
dred and seventeen vessels by British captures, feel any
gratification that the most of them were taken by His
Majesty’s men-of-war? Were the spoils less rigidly ex-
acted by a seventy-four gun ship than ‘t;y a privateer of
four guns ; and were not all equally condemned ? War,
whether on land or sea, is constituted of acts of violence
on the persons and property of individuals ; and excess
of violence is the grand cause that brings about a peace.
One man fights for wages paid him by the government,

or a patriotic zeal for the defence of his country ; an-
(xliii)
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other, duly authorized, and giving the proper pledges
for his good conduct, undertakes to pay himself at the
expense of the foe, and serve his country as effectually
as the former, and government drawing all its supplies
from the people, is, in reality, as much affected by the
losses of the one as the other, the efficacy of its measures
depending upon the energies and resources of the
whole. Inthe United States, every possible encourage-
ment should be given to privateering in time of war
with a commercial nation. We have tens of thousands
of seamen that without it would be destitute of the
means of support, and useless to their country. Our
national ships are too few in number to give employ-
ment to a twentieth part of them, or retaliate the acts
of the enemy. But by licensing private armed vessels,
the whole naval force of the nation is truly brought to
bear on the foe, and while the contest lasts, that it may
have the speedier termination, let every individual
contribute his mite, in the best way he can, to dis-
tress and harass the enemy, and compel him to
peace. ”

To arrive at the odium entertained against privateer-
ing by the honest and virtuous part of the world, I must
carry my readers back to the piratical age of the reck-
less buccaneers, which continued for a period of twenty
or thirty years, say from 1610 to 1640.

Although these piratical vessels occasionally infested
almost every sea, their principal resorts were along the
coast of the Spanish Main, and among the West India
Islands.
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These desperate buccaneers committed all sorts of
barbarous acts, and were, in fact, a terror to the com-
mercial portion of all civilized nations. They spared
neither friend nor foe, and were alike regardless of age
or sex.

Their only object was robbery and plunder, and by
these means to enrich themselves, at the expense of the
honest and industrious portion of mankind. These ruth-
less bravadoes, by the habitual practice of rapine and
murder, became so hardened in sin and crime, that they
seemed to riot and rejoice over the sufferings of their
innocent victims.

No wonder, then, that a strong and deep feeling of
enmity should still continue to be felt against privateer-
ing for centuries after it was abolished. In Europe,
where a large portion of every commuuity is unedu- -
cated, it requires many long years to eradicate a deep-
rooted prejudice from among the masses, long after the
enlightened classes are convinced that such transactions
are no longer in existence. Even in our own intelligent
country, there exists a strong prejudice against priva-
teering, from the same cause as before stated, namely,
by associating it with the by-gone days of the reckless
buccaneers. It is to be hoped, however, that our late
war with England has created a more favorable feeling
on this subject, and that a more liberal sentiment will
be cherished towards privateersmen, and to those who
were employed in private armed vessels. The Ameri-
can people must be convinced that, in our last war with
England, it was carried on by privateers and private
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armed vessels in a spirit of honorable warfare, and gen-
erally by gentlemen of high and patriotic sentiments,
and in most instances with marked humanity, coupled
with acts of generosity and kindness toward their
avowed enemy, and, as I believe, with a sincere desire to
soften the rugged features of war. :

It is true that every honorable device was practised
to cripple our enemy, by diminishing his means and
power to injure us, and thus compel him to an honora-
ble peace.

It must always be borne in mind that the war on our
part was strictly confined to the injury of Great Britain,
and that in no instance was a single neutral nation
involved in loss or insult by our privateers.

In this age of traffic and moneymaking, when patriot-
ism is measured by dollars and cents, remarks prejudi-
cial to those who sailed in privateers and letters-of-
marque are made by some, without much reflection or
knowledge on the subject. Others assert that they
were a mercenary set of desperadoes, only bent on en-
riching themselves with the spoils of their adversaries,
possessing little honor, and less patriotism. Now if
there be a single respectable individual possessed of this
opinion, I shall be happy to disabuse his mind on the
subject, for I can assure him, that there never was a
viler slander imputed to such a noble class of men. 1
am happy to say I was personally acquainted with scores
of the captains and officers, who sailed in privateers and
letters-of-marque, during our war with England, and am
confident, that a large proportion of those who com-
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manded these vessels, as well as their officers and sea-
men, would favorably compare with the same class of
military men in any army or navy in the world.

The following captains of privateers and letters-of-
marque I knew personally, both at home and abroad,
and some of them I was proud to acknowledge as inti-
mate friends:

Vessels. Captains. Where belonging.
Wooster, after-
Saratoga, ward Guy R. % New York.
Champlin,

Rossie, Commodore Barney, | Baltimore.
Midas, Chayter, Baltimore.
General Armstrong, | Sam. C. Reid, New York.

l Brig 1da, Jeremiah Mantor, Boston..

i Rattlesnake, David Maffet, Philadelphia.
Globe, John Murphy, Baltimore.

i Scourge, Samuel Nicoll, New York.

i Dolphin, W. 8. Stafford, Baltimore.

| American, Richardson, Baltimore.
Jack’s Favorite. Miller, New York.

l Benj. Franklin, Ingersol. New York.

I cannot at this moment, call .to mind many other
captains of privateers and letters-of-marque, who figured
conspicuously in the trying conflict for the liberty of
the seas.

All the persons here enumerated were captains in the
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merchant service, and were consequently thrown out
of employment by the war, and obliged to command
these vessels, or remain inactive spectators on shore.
They, no doubt, like most other men, had a double mo-
tive in the contest, viz., to be remunerated for their pri-
vations, and to serve their country in distressing the
enemy, who strove to drive them off the ocean. Can
any man of common sense, imagine that these worthy
men would risk their lives and reputation, for a mere
mercenary hire, without an ardent love of their country,
and a desire to revenge themselves upon the tyrants of
the seas, who had insulted and abused the most of them
for many years? On the contrary, they were, with
hardly a:: exception, a dashing, brave set of disinterested
men, and an honor to their country. Many of their well-
fought battles and hair-breadth escapes, will favor-
ably compare with our most brilliant naval engage-
ments.

Contrast the relative inducements of the officers of
the United States navy and of the captains of private-
armed ships and vessels. The former are cherished and
supported by the whole nation ; have fame and honor
meted out for every meritorious act. If wounded, they
receive pensions, and are provided for in sickness and
old age. Now look at the other side of the picture :
What had the captains and officers of privateers and
letters-of-marque to expect from their country? No-
thing ; and from the enemy, nothing but hard knocks,
prison-ships, and free lodgings in Dartmoor. Notwith-
standing the disadvantages here enumerated, we have
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often seen them engaging the enemy’s ships-of-war,
where they had nothing to hope for but revenge for past
injuries, or for the honor of the flag under which they
sailed, and their ardent attachment to their beloved
country. In many instances we have knowri their pros-
pects of a cruise broken up and ruined because they
would not fly from their haughty foe until they had in-
flicted a severe punishment on his boasted superiority.
It is well known to those Americans who lived
through the war of 1812, and to all the reading por-
tion of our extensive country, that the privateers and
letters-of-marque were the great thorn in the side of
our inveterate enemy, that they harassed and annoyed
their adversaries in every quarter of the globe, yes, and
even at the entrance of their own ports, in old England
itself. They fought and captured ships and vessels off
the North Cape, in the British and Irish Channels, on
the coasts of Spain and Portugal, in the East and West
Indies, off the Capes of Good Hope and Horn, and in
the Pacific Ocean. In a word, they were harassing and
annoying British trade and commerce wherever a ship
could float, Yes, they took and destroyed millions of
property, and were, beyond all doubt, the happy instru-
ments under God, in bringing about a permanent peace
with a proud, haughty, overbearing nation. And now
is it not astonishing how soon the services of these brave
and gallant men are forgotten, and how lightly their
heroic acts are appreciated by our general government?

While Congress has given thousands and tens of thou-
sands of broad acres to all those individuals who fought,
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or were mustered into service in all our wars since 1790,
as a reward for their services to their country, not one
foot of land, or any other compensation has been given
to privateersmen, and those who served in private armed
vessels in the war of 1812, or to their widows and or-
phan children.

No wonder that the present generation does not ap-
preciate their services, or cherish their memory when
the Congress of the United States neglects to notice
their claims on the nation.

I complain not at what the government has given to
all those who have served in any war for their country’s
honor or interest, but I do complain of the gross and
palpable injustice of the government of the United
States towards those brave men, and their widows and
orphan children. Many of the privateersmen, and those
who served in letters-of-marque, suffered severely in
their private fortunes, many were killed and wounded,
and not a few were confined in filthy English prisons.
And, what is the reply to all their petitions? Why for-
sooth, thesc men were engaged in cruising for prize-
money and not for the interest of the country. That
assertion is not true, on the contrary, it is a base slan-
der upon the good name and fame of these worthy and
gallant defenders of their country’s rights and of its
honor and glory. * Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in
the strects of Askelon.” The writer of these pages asks
nothing for himself, for, thank God, he has, through his
industry, prudence, and economy, sufficient to live on
in a modest, unpretending way, and wishes it to be
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clearly understood, that this appeal is in behalf of the
few remaining individuals who have survived the war,
the tempest, and the storm, and who are now tottering
on the brink of the grave. Yes, it is for them and their
widows and orphan children, that I make this strong
and last appeal to the Government of the United States,
to do justice to these much injured men and their
families.

When the peace was made with England, the officers
of the navy used to say among themselves, that they
were looked upon by the people as pillars in war, but
as caterpillars in peace. If such was the case with them,
with what redoubled force will it apply to the Captains
of Privateers.

I deem it unnecessary at present to add any more
on the subject of the unrequited claims of privateers-
men and those who served in private-armed vessels, but
hope and trust that the Congress of the United States
will, ere long, reflect that it is unwise and unjust to ex-
clude those worthy and deserving patriots from an
equal participation in the public bounty, which has been
8o liberally bestowed upon all other classes of. citizens,
who have served their country in any of its wars during
the last sixty-five years.

With these closing remarks, I will now proceed to
enumerate a few of the many wrongs and abuses prac-
ticed upon our commerce and country by British ships-
of-war, for a period of at least six or eight years. For
it is well known that they took and captured from us
more than a thousand ships and vessels bound to France
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and other European countries, while we were at peace
with them. And thus from time to time they continued
to heap insult upon insult, with their men of war lying
at the mouths of our harbors, and searching and detain-
ing our merchant ships in every part of the world.

On the 26th of April, 1806, off Sandy Hook, the
frigate Leander fired a cannon-shot into a little harm-
less, unarmed vessel, by which a scamen was killed, in
our own waters. This created an immense sensation,
and every citizen throughout the United States felt that
it was a gross insult to the nation. Spirited remon-
strances were made by our government, and reparation
was promised ; but the resentment of the people had
scarcely time to cool down from this outrage, when, in
about a year afterward, a dastardly attack was made
by the two-decked ship-of-war, Leopard, upon the
United States frigate Chesapeake, at a period of pro-
found peace, when, from peculiar causes, the latter ship
was in a defenceless state.

This cowardly act aroused throughout the Union a
spirit of retaliation, which the government found it dif-
ficult to repress. This insult, however, like the one pre-
ceding it, passed off without any serious consequences,
and it was hoped, by a considerable portion of the peo-
ple, that England would refrain from further aggressions.

This hope, however, was delusive, and so far from
making reparation for past injuries, the captains of our
merchant ships were often ill-treated and abused by up-
start, subaltern officers, for daring to assert their legiti-
mate rights.



INTRODUCTION. lisi

The longer we submitted, the more provoking the
British government became. A large portion of the
American people were opposed to open warfare ; not
from a fear of its ultimate success, or of the pecuniary
losses and sacrifices it would necessarily produce ; nor
from a timid fear of meeting our adversary in fair and
open combat, but from a religiousand conscientious feel-
ing of shedding human blood, more especially that of
the nation from which we sprung; both professing
the same religion, and speaking the same language.

It was, therefore, a most perplexing alternative, and
the question was, shall we any longer submit to injury
and insult ?

We were taunted and reviled on every side ; accused
of parsimony and cowardice ; England boasting that a
few broadsides from her ‘ wooden walls” would drive
our ‘ paltry, striped bunting ” from the ocean.

Our seamen were impressed by the English in every
part of the world ; dragged on board of their floating
hells; made to serve against their will the haughty ty-
rants placed over them, and were often flogged for re-
fusing to fight against other nations with whom we were
at peacc.

Many legitimate voyages were broken up an: 1uinel
by their piratical cruisers, simply because they had th-
power to do it.

Their scurrilous newspapers never ceased to accus.
us of want of spirit, because we would not unite with
them in a crusade against France, and the other nations
of Europe.
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Our appeals for justice were not listened to ; remon-
strances and diplomatic negotiations were found use-
less. Non-intercourse and embargoes were resorted to,
in order to prevent war; but the more reluctant we
were to engage in open conflict and bloodshed, the more
over-bearing our adversary became.

At length, when every resource to obtain justice was
exhausted, we had no choice left us but to declare war
against our oppressors, or tamely submit to degradation,
not only in our own eyes, but in those of the whole civ-
ilized world. )

In conclusion, I would say, that I think no one, with
a sound mind, and possessed of honorable feelings,
will doubt that if war is right under any circum-
stances, ours against England in 1812 was a righteous
one.



Jmerican  Pributeers,
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THE AMERICAN PRIVATEERS.

CHAPTER 1I.

PREPARATION FOR WAR — DISPATCH PILOT BOAT TO GOTTENBURG — COMMENCE WITH
SMALL PRIVATEERS — SEVERAL PRIVATEERS SAIL FROM NEW YORK — PRIVATEERS
FITTING OUT FROM THE RASTERN STATES — TABLE OF PRIVATEERS BELONGING TO
NEW YORK —AN EMBARGO BY THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT — TABLE OF PRI-
VATEERS BELONGING TO BALTIMORE — PRIVATEERS FROM RHODE ISLAND AND 80UTH
CAROLINA — CONBTITUTION, CAPTAIN HULL, OFF NEW YORK — OONSTITUTION CHASED
BY A BRITISH YLEET — CHASE CONTINUED FOR THREE DAYS — THREE SHIPS SAIL FROM
LISBON, VIZ., AMERICA, RLIZA GRACIB, AND ORONOKO — TWO OF THEM CAPTURED —
CAPTAIN HULL ARRIVES AT BOSTON — HIB KIND RECEPTION AT THAT PLACE — REFITS
FOR ANOTHER CRUISE — SAILS FROM BOSTON ON THE 2ND OF AUGUST — CRUISE OFF
THE COAST OF NOVA SCOTIA — JOURNAL OF HIS CRUISE — ANXIETY OF THE PEOPLE
OF THE UNITED STATES FOR THE PATE OF THE CONSTITUTION = CAPTAIN HULL MEETS
WITH THBE GUERRIERE ON THE 19TH OF AUGUST — DEFEAT OF THE GUERRIERE —
REMARKS ON THE BATTLE BETWEEN THE TWO SHIPS — CAPTAIN HULL RETURNS TO
BOSTON — HIS RBCEPTION AT THAT PLACE.

AvtHOUGH the clouds of war had, for a long time,
been gathering in the political horizon, and everything
looked dark and threatening, still there was a secret
feeling in the bosom of a large portion of the nation
that they would be dispelled, and that something would
eventually transpire to divert the wide-spread calamity
and distress that war, and its evil attendants, would in-
evitably produce. But, alas! this hope was delusive,
and the consequence was, when it did actually arrive, it
found the country quite unprepared to meet the conflict,
or to carry it on with energy and success for a con-
siderable time. We had everything to do, and but a
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short time to perform the work. The general govern-
ment called upon the States for men and money, and
requested them to organize their militia, and prepare to
protect their own States, and, if necessary, to march at
a moment’s warning to any point where their services
might be required, particularly along the Atlantic sea-
board. The Merchants were, of course, anxious to get
home their ships and vessels from every quarter of the
globe before they should become a prey to the enemy.
Very soon, a small dispatch pilot boat was sent out in
haste to Gottenburg, with news of the war, and with
directions to all our commercial marine in the harbors
of Sweden, Denmark, Prussia, and Russia, to remain in
port until the war should cease. This enterprise fortu-
nately succeeded, so that the greatest part of our ships
and vessels in the north of Europe were saved from
capture. When the war was declared, we had but a few
sharp, fast sailing clipper vessels suited for privateers
and letters of marque. There were, however, a few in
the most of our Atlantic ports, namely, at Boston, New
York, Philadelphia, and Baltimore, and these were brigs
and schooners which had been employed in a sort of
forced running trade to France, and to the islands in the
West Indies : for even before the war, such vessels were
preferred, on account of their speed, to avoid the British
cruisers, for in numberless instances it happened, that
when our merchant vessels had made a distant voyage,
and were returning home with the fruits of their enter-
prising industry, they were often detained, and some-
times captured and sent into British ports for adjudica-
tion, and if permitted to escape condemnation, their voy-
ages were broken up, and ruined by the exorbitant ex-
penses in what were falsely called their courts of justice.
Fortunately, we still had several of these vessels, which
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together with the pilot boats belonging to our principal
ports, very soon enabled our merchants to be on the
alert, and ready to assail our adversary. Several of these
small pilot boats were forthwith dispatched to sea in
search of British merchantmen. One large centre gun,
commonly called Long Tom, with a crew of fifty or sixty
men, and a suitable number of muskets, sabres, and
boarding pikes, etc., was quite enough to capture almost
any British merchantman, at this stage of the war. Of this
character were the pilot boats Teazer, Captain Dobson ;
Black Joke, Captain Brown ; Jack’s Favourite, Captain
Johnson, and several other privateers, which were fitted
out of the port of New York. These small vessels were
only suitable to make short cruises about the Gulf of
Florida, and among the islands in the West Indies. The -
same course was pursued by Boston, Salem, and other
eastern ports. At the first breaking out of the war,
these privateers from the eastern ports were dispatched
to cruise along the coast of Nova Scotia, Newfoundland,
and among the British Windward Islands in the Carib-
bean Sea. On the 1st of July, I find the following no-
tice in the newspapers of that day: ‘‘ The people in the
eastern States are laboring almost night and day to fit
out privateers. Two have already sailed from Salem,
and ten others are getting ready for sea. This looks
well, and does credit to our eastern friends.” A Balti-
more newspaper, dated July the 4th, 1812, remarks
that ‘‘ several small, swift privateers, will sail from the
United States in a few days. Some have already been
sent to sea, and many others of a larger class, better fit-
ted and better equipped, will soon follow.”

About the middle of October, say four months after the
declaration of war, I find the following list of privateers
belonging to the port of New York alone.
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PRIVATERRS. CAPTADNB. | L.TOMB. | GUNB. MEN.
Teazer Dobson 1 2 50
Paul Jones Hazard 1 16 120
Marengo Ridois 1 6 50
Eagle Beaufon - 1 45
Bosamond Campan 1 12 132
Benjamin Franklin [ Ingersol 1 8 120
Black Joke | Brown 1 2 60
Rover Ferris 1 1 35
Orders in Qouncil Howard - 16 120
Saratoga .| Riker - 18 140
United We Stand Storey 1 2 50
Divided We Fall Cropsey 1 2 50
Governor Tompkins| Skinner 1 14 143
Retaliation Newson 1 6 100
Spitfire Miller 1 2 54
General Armstrong| Barnard 1 18 140
Jack’s Favorite Johnson 1 4 80
Yorktown Storey - 18 160
Tartar King 1 6 80
Halkar Rowland —_ 16 160
Anaconda Shaler —_— 16 160
Patriot Merrihew 1 2 50
Union Hicks —_ 1 24
Turn Over Southmead | — .1 50
Right of Search 1 —_ 60
Bunker Hill Lewis 1 4 -
T'wenty-six. 18 194 2233

At this period there was quite a number of large brigs
and schooners, on the pilot-boat construction, being built
at New York, and also at different ports in Connecticut.
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On the 3d of April, 1812, seventy-five days previous
to the declaration of war, the American Government
wisely laid an embargo on all American ships and ves-
selsin our own ports, which judicious law doubtless pre-
vented a large amount of property from falling into the
hands of our enemies.

I will now proceed to quote from a Baltimore paper
of the same date, the number of privateers and letters of
marque belonging to that place.

The list is as fol-

lows:—
SCHOONEES. OAPTAINS. g E ’;‘f g METAL.
4 |®E| *

Rossie Barney 1|13 | 120{12’s 24’s 6’s
Comet Boyle 2|12 | 120{ 9’s 12's
Dolphin Stafford 2] 10 | 100| 9’ 12's 6’s
Nonsuch Levely — | 12 | 100{12’s
High Flyer Grant 1| 7| 100{12s 6's
Globe Murphy 1| 7| 90| 9's 12’s 18’s
America Richardson | 2 | 14 | 115 9's 24’s 6’8
Bona Damerson 1| 6| 80/12's 6’8
Tom Wilson 2| 14 | 130{12’s 18's 9’s
Sparrow Burch 1| 5| 80/12’s 6's
Revenge Miller 2 | 14 | 140( 8's 12's 24’s
Rolla Dooley 1| 5| 80j12's

* Joseph and Mary | Wescott 2( 4| 8318 & 24 poun.
Wasp Taylor 1| 1| 50/ 9 poun.
Sarah Ann Moon 1| 1| 509 «
Liberty Pratt 1] 1| 5009 «
Hornet Frost 1| 1] 509 «

Notwithstanding the numerous British ships of war on
our coast and off the entrance of our harbors, a great
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portion of our merchant ships and vessels were fortu-
nate enough to evade capture by the e<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>