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THE HORSE;

HIS AMERICAN VARIETIES AND BREEDS,

* @ o—

Tae thoroughbred horse of America having been treated wn
extenso in the whole of the first volume, which is devoted solely
to that branch of the subject, it is my purpose, in this, to deal
with the various races and types of the animal in general use,
of breeding, conditioning, stabling, breaking, and managing in
general.

The thoroughbred horse of America is the only family of the
horse, on this continent, of pure and unmixed blood. Nor can
even this pretension be made out to satisfaction, in all cases,
even where the American thoroughbred can trace directly in both
lines, to imported English thoroughbred dam and sire.

For, as it has been shown in the preceding volume, many of
the most distingnished English race-horses, distinguished as sires
no less than runners, cannot establish an unquestionable descent
on both sides, from oriental sire and oriental dam ; which is, of
course, requisite to constitute a perfect thoroughbred.

Under this category, falls Eclipse himself, who traces, in the
female line, to Brimmer, a son of the D’Arcy Yellow Turk, and
a Royal mare, out of a dam, concerning whom no record has
been received—Blank, son of the Byerly Turk, and an unknown
dam—Whynot, who in the female line runs also to the Byerly
Turk and an unknown dam—Grey Hautboy, by Hautboy, son

[



10 THE HORSE.

of the White Turk and a Royal mare, and Grey Grantham son
of the Brownlow Turk, who were both sons of unknown and
uncelebrated mares—Rockwood, of whom nothing is recorded,
but that he was out of the Lonsdale Tregonwell mare,and many
other horses and mares of established character in the history
of the turf.

This does not show, nor, in my opinion, does it even give rise
for a just suspicion, that these unknown ancestors were of ignoble
blood ; it is only, as I regard it, a necessary consequence of the
remote period, the incorrect and careless habitudes of the
times, and the want of regularly anthenticated documents, ona
subject, which, although now of the most general interest, was
at the origin of racing and the turf, a mere individunal concern.

In the same manner, many American horses, whose blood is
undoubtedly pure, cannot be traced, for the reasons above given,
to the fountain-head of imported ancestors of pure blood, on
both sides.

It must be understood, that to prove a horse to be of coarse
and cold-blooded descent, is one thing certain and conclusive ;
while not to prove a horse of pure blood establishes nothing be-
yond a doubt. And, while on this point, I will observe that
recent writers in America on the English Turf, are falling into
a general error, as to what, in England, is held to constitute a
thoroughbred. I have often seen it stated, of late, that eight
crosses of pure' blood, constitute a thorougbred horse, even if
the ninth cross be unknown, or, what is worse, actually foul.

I beg to explain, and to assert that no such opinion prevails,
either among breeders, or among the sporting world in general,
in England.

No horse, now in the year 1856, can possibly trace to any of
the old unknown mares or sires, of which I have been speaking,
in eight generations—scarcely in twice the number.

For the last century, at the least, every mare of thorough-
blood is entered by name in the stud-books, and all her foals
recorded, the oldest and most remote of these mares, tracing
back their eight, nine, or more generations to the worthies in
question, whose dams are unknown.

No horse or mare is counted, or would be held,thoroughbred
in England, the dam and sire of which is not in the stud-book.
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No breeder would dream of owning a mare, from which to
raise thoroughbreds, she not being found in the Stud-Book.

Nor, owning a thoroughbred mare, would any person stint
her to a horse professing to be thoroughbred, which should not
be named in the pages of that record. Any horse or mare,
warranted to be thoroughbred, and purchased on such guaran-
tee, would be returnable, and its price would be recoverable
at law, if its name were not in the Stud-Book, or in default there-
of, if it could not be proved beyond dispute, to be entitled to
place therein.

Nohorse or mare in the Stud-Book, as foaled since 1850, could
possibly have so little as eight crosses, before the family should
become unknown ; because it would, in that case, be known,
foul ; and would, therefore, not have place in the book at all.

For instance, Lexington, son of Boston, son of Timoleon, son
of Sir Archy, son of Diomed, is already the offspring in his own
person, at that stage of his pedigree, of four pure crosses; but
Diomed, through his dam, sister to Juno, has twelve pure crosses,
before he comes to the thirteenth, the Byerly Turk, by whom
his twelfth progenitrix was begotten upon an unknown mare.

Lexington therefore has, holding Timoleon’s American fe-
male ancestry to be pure, seventeen pure crosses of blood; and
his foals, of the present season, have eighteen crosses before they
reach the oriental blood. This is not a very long, but an aver-
age, pedigree. It is therefore idle to speak of stud-book horses,
or, in other words, English thoroughbreds, being held to be such,
on proof of eight generations, since cold-blood.

The way in which this misapprehension has occurred, is easy
to explain. For regular races, for prizes to be run for by thor-
oughbred horses, the age of the animal entered is all that the
owner is asked to prove. It is presumed, as a matter of course,
that all the horses entered will be thoroughbreds; but if not,
no objection would be made. For, since a thoroughbred horse
is believed to be the most complete and finished animal of his
kind, any other starting against him does so to his own proper
loss and disadvantage, not to that of the field or of the racing
community ; and this alike, whether it be an imported Barb, or
Arab, a foreign-bred racer, or an animal of inferior blood.

If any person should think proper to start a hunter, a car-
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riage horse, or for that matter, a dray horse, for the Derby or
St. Leger, he would be laughed at for his'pains, but there would
be no obstacle to his doing so.

In England, however, there is another class of races, con-
fined, for the most part, to inferior race-courses in the provinces,
and to hunt-meetings, at which prizes are given to be run for
by hunters not thoroughbred, and by other horses of inferior
blood, known in common parlance, as Cocktail Stakes.

These prizes had their origin, for the most part, in the desire
to elevate the style, character, action and blood, in various sec-
tions of the country, among animals not thoroughbred ; and it is
a frequent condition attached to these, that the horses entered
must have been hunted so many times in the season, with such
or such a pack of hounds.

As these races became popular, as the sweepstakes increased
in value, and as the reputation gained by the winners began to
add sensibly to their value, it became an object to introduce
horses quite thoroughbred, or as nearly thoroughbred as possible,
under the guise of hunters, to compete with the half and three-
quarter bred nags, over which they had an incalculable advan-
tage ; the rather that these hunters’ stakes are for the most part
heat races, and that coming-again is especially the point in
which blood tells the most.

To this end, dangerous, headstrong, runaway, thoroughbred
weeds would be sent out the requisite number of times in the sea-
son with a light stable-boy on their backs, to see the hounds throw
off, canter across a few fields, pull up and returnto their stables.
The hunting seasonat an end, they would receive the huntsman’s
certificate in due form, that they had been hunted so many times,
as might be necessary to qualify ; would be put into training,
and would, of course, win the stakes at their ease, against great
weight-carrying half-breds.

This state of things it was necessary to prevent, as it was
entirely frustrating the end for which these races were instituted ;
and in order to do this, it was judged advisable to determine a
certain standard of purity of blood, beyond which a horse should
not be allowed to start in a cocktail race; or, in other words,
beyond which he should be deemed thoroughbred, in so far as
contests with horses of avowedly inferior strain are concerned.
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After consideration, it was resolved that the proof adduced
against any horse, that he had eight crosses of thorough blood,
should disqualify him from running as not thoroughbred ; and,
in that way, it has come to be a general mode of speech to say
that a horse having eight pure crosses on both sides, is thor-
oughbred.

In some cocktail stakes, five pure crosses, on both sides, is a
disqualification ; and in many farmers’ stakes, three crosses on
the two sides, disqualify a horse from starting for such stakes,
as not thoroughbred.

Any of these, however, ate far trom proving him to de
thoroughbred.

It was a general impression in Yorkshire, in my time, among
the horse-breeding, hard-riding, fox-hunting farmers, that a colt
got by a thoroughbred horse, out of a dam and grand dam,
similarly begotten, was thoroughbred: and I believe that the
same opinion largely obtains among the breeders and owners of
trotting horses in the United States. At least, I know, that I
have heard many animals, positively, declared to be thorough-
bred, when the person asserting such to be the case, did not
pretend to trace the desgcent above two or three generations, and
that, for the most part, on the sire’s side only.

The only thing which constitutes a horse truly thoroughbred
is, that he, either, proves back directly on both sides to oriental
sire and oriental dam, or proves back so far, into the mist of an-
tiquity, that the memory of man goeth not to the contrary. It
is one thing to trace Sir Archy to Bustler, who was the son
of the Helinsley Turk, in the reign of Charles I., and a mare
whose name and origin is unknown.

But it would be quite another thing to trace him to the son
of the Helmsley Turk, and a mare who should be perfectly well-
known to be a Flemish dray mare.

Even should that be the case, however, so many generations
have elapsed since Bustler was begotten—not less than fifteen
or sixteen, at the least, to the present day—that the effect would
be only to show that, as has been already stated, there is nnde-
niably, at the remotest point to which we can go, an infinitesi-
mal drop of some blood other than pure Arab, Barb or Turk,
in the veins of the English and American race-horse.
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It has been shown above, at page 99 of vol. i, that in the tenth
cross, a horse has but one one-thousand-and-twenty-fourth part
of the blood of either of his progenitors. In the sixteenth gener-
ation, therefore, he could have but one sixty-six-thousand-nine-
hundred-and-seventy-sixth part of the blood of either ; in other
words, that is to say—supposing Bustler to be the son of a cart-
mare, which is incredible, not to say impossible—of coarse, cold
blood.

So also, in the pedigree of Eclipse, fifteen full generations
are accomplished in the foals of the present year, since the un-
known mare, who was the most remote progenitrix of Spiletta,
the mother of Eclipse, was stinted to Brimmer.

Now, on the other hand, supposing the dam or sire, in the
eighth degree of remoteness, of any animal, to be of Flemish, or
Cleveland Bay, or Suffolk Punch, unimproved blood, the animal
in question would have one two-hundred-and-fifty-sixth-part of
that base blood ; and in every successive generation, nearer to
the strain, the proportion of base blood will be doubled ; until
where the sire is thoroughbred, and the dam wholly coarse-
blooded, the mixture will be halt and half.

To those, who have not made this subject of the crossing of
bloods their especial study, it will appear incredible that the
two-hundred-and-fifty-sixth part in the blood of an animal should
tell to his detriment ; to those who have done so, it is a certain
fact ; and one might fully as well argue with such persons against
the efficiency of blood at all, as question the deterioration con-
sequent on such a strain.

One more observation, and I pass to the consideration to
which these remarks are preliminary, as to the other distinct
bloods or breeds, among horses, which are to be found, improved
or unimproved in America.

That observation is—that the probable reason for the adop-
tion of the eighth generation, as that which should debar an
animal from running as not thoroughbred, is the idea that
after such lapse of time no difference was discoverable in the
performances of animals tracing directly to Barb or Arab horse,
and Barb or Arab mare, and of animals whose parentage was,
on one side or the other, dark. And this reason would have
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been a good one, but for two objections—either of them the
fatal.

Firstly—it should have been shown that the stock had been
improving cofstantly, by each successive cross of pure blood,
since the unknown admixture, but that cannot be shown. Nor
is there the slightest reason to suspect that Marske was a better
horse than Squirt, or Squirt than Bartlett’s Childers, or than
Snake, his maternal grandfather, who was only one generation
removed from blood which cannot be authenticated ; the daugh-
ter of Hautboy, Snake’s dam, not being traceable on the side
of her dam.

Secondly—it should be established, that in the case of these
remotest ancestors and ancestresses of unknown blood, that
blood was base ; whereas, so far from that being the case, the
reverse of that proposition is almost certain.

There are a dozen mares on the old Turf records, not as un-
known, but known, under their names, as for instance, the old
Montagu Mare, the old Vintner Mare, the mare above quoted,
daughter to Hautboy, Bright’s Roan, the Lonsdale Tregon-
well mare, and others, of whom either nothing can be authenti-
cated on either side, or, if any thing, on the side of their sires
only.

Many of these mares were the best runners of their own
day, as their progeny have been in all after days ; and we have
sufficient evidence at this period, from the Marquis of New-
castle’s work and others, that racing was fully established, that a
distinct breed of running horses existed, and that the science of
breeding for the turf was already partially, if not—as I should
say, from a careful examination of his writings—pretty thor-
oughly understood.

These horses were, it seems, nearly, if not entirely, of pure
Spanish blood, previous to the admixture of directly imported
Barb blood, which Newcastle distinctly prefers to Arabian.

How far the imported Spanish mares and horses were, at
that date, of pure Barb blood, it is now impossible to decide.
‘We know the Andalusian horse was a very high-caste animal, of
Barb descent, and I think it probable if the archives of Spain
could be consulted, that the royal studs and Haras of Cordova
would be proved to have contained pure Barbs, and nothing
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beside ; and that tne Royal Spanish horses, from which the ear-
liest English importations were made, were as purely and dis-
tinctly of oriental blood, although bred on Spanish soil, as is the
English and American race-horse of the present day.

In that case, and I am myself nearly convinced that so it was,
the unknown progenitrixes to which so much specnlation has
attached, would have been as noble as the noblest stallions to
which they bore the champions of the early English Turf, and
the parents of our greatest modern winners. One thing is in-
disputably certain, that our ancestors in the reign of Charles
the First and Charles the Second, were far too well acquainted
with the theory and principle of breeding—as is evinced by the
writings of Newcastle, and the satires of Bishop Hall, so long
before as in the reign of Queen Elizabeth—to put a Flanders or
Lincolnshire coach mare to a horse of high blood, at a compara-
tively high price, in the hope of her progeny turning out a racer.

It is idle, therefore, I say, in the last degree, to believe that
the unknown progenitrixes of Snake, of Bustler, of Grey Haut-
boy, of Grey Grantham, and of Whynot, were, because unknown,
ignoble.

I may almost say, we know that they were not so. First,
because the breeders of those capital horses could not, in any
ordinary human likelihood, have been so ignorantly stupid as
to breed such mares to the best Turks and Arabs; and, second,
because, by all that the turf-experience of two centuries has
taught us, we may be sure that, if they had done so, Snake, and
Bustler, and Whynot, and Grey Hautboy, and Grey Grantham,
would not have been the result of the ridiculous experiment,
but some carriage horses, or, at the best, troopers, of which not
a word would have descended to posterity.

The laws of nature are, save in exceptional cases, immu-
table ; and one of the most paramount of these seems to be
that which insists, as a consequence, that like must beget like.

So long ago as in the reign of Augustus Ceesar, the first Latin
Lyric Poet wrote, not as a fanciful hypothesis, but as an estab-
lished principle,

Fortes creantur fortibus et bonis,
Est in juvencis, est in equis, patrum

Virtus, nec imbellem feroces
Progenerant aquile columbam.
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Which one may render—freely, but to the point—

The brave begotten are by the brave and good.
There is in steerg’, there is in horses’ blood,
The virtue of their sires. No timid dove
Springs from the coupled eagles’ furious love.

 And to this day the stanza is the breeder’s rule. So much so,
that when a real turfman is informed that Timoleon, the son of
Sir Archy, had for his great great grandsire a common cart-
stallion, named Fallow, he merely ghrugs up his shoulders, well
satisfied that there must be an absurd error somewhere, although
he may not be able to acconnt for the way in which it has arisen.
It is enough, that no owner of a full-blooded mare by Driver,
dam by Vampire, &c., would have dreared of putting her to a
cart-horse ; and much more, that, if he had been so abject an
ass, Timoleon, a three-parts-bred, could never himself have
stayed the distance, much lesshave got generation after generation
of the best and stanchest horses in the world.

The result and end of all this inquiry and disquisition brings
us to the inevitable conclusion that, although, in some cases,
even in the best families, all the links may not be distinctly
traceable, the English horse known as thoroughbred is virtually
of pure Barh, Arab, and Turkish descent, in nine hundred and
ninety-nine parts out of a thousand of his blood, his physical
conformation, and his hereditary moral qualities, if I may use
such a term, of courage, spirit, endurance, and determined will;
and that the American thoroughbred is directly descended in
the same, or more than the same, proportions from the English
thoroughbred.

In England, although, when mention is made of pure blood,
thorough blood of the Oriental strain, as opposed to what is
generally known as cold blood, is intended, it is universally
conceded that there are many other bloods—meaning, by bloods,
distinct families or races capable of transmitting their own type
and qualities, undeteriorated, by a continual process of in-breed-
ing—which have been preserved up to this day, and still exist,
- a8 pure—if by the word pure we imply unmixed with any other
blood—as that of the highest form of racer. Of these distinct
families, the most remarkable is the gigantic dray-horse, used

Vor. II.—2
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principally, if not only, by the London brewers and distillers,
vast, ponderous, slow animals, of enormous powers of draught,
but incapable of travelling beyond a foot’s pace. These huge
quadrupeds, four of which being once presented by the East
India Company to some native prince, were not inappropriately
named by him English elephants, vary from sixteen to nineteen
hands in height, and are distinguished by their broad chests,
short backs, round barrels, their immense volume of mane,
resembling that of a lion, their heavy tails, great hairy fetlocks,
and immense, well-formed feet.

The lighter of these horses, before the days of railroads, were
used for teaming, and for carriers’ wagon-horses ; and the very
lightest in the reign of Queen Annme, for carriage-horses, and
even for mounting the heavy cavalry with which Marlborough
and Prince Eugene rode over the splendid squadrons of Maison
Roi at Oudenarde and Malplaquet.

Now, they are restricted entirely to the use whence they
derive their name, and are employed only in the metropolis, and
there, perhaps, rather as a matter of pomp and class-pride, than
of real utility, by the wealthy brewers and distillers, who keep
stables full of these great costly beasts, as fat and sleek as brew-
ers’ grains, hot stabling, and careful grooming will render them,
and parade them a few times in every year, glittering in splen-
did brass-plated harness, and driven by human bipeds almost as
bulky, as useless, and as slow as the animals they conduct.

These horses are, it is supposed, originally of Flanders
descent ; but they have been bred for many centuries in the
fens of Lincolnshire, where they reach their highest pertection
as to size, and still exist entirely unmixed. The cause of the
preservation of this singular race of animals, in a perfectly pure
state, seems to be its nnfitness, even when crossed with lighter
breeds, forany thing but the slowest work, which has long led
to its disuse even for farm-work and the heaviest teaming on
roads ; carriers’ wagons themselves having, long since, passed
into abeyance as complete as the pack-horses which they super-
seded.

It is needless to say, that for carriage horses, much less for
the mounts of dragoon regiments, no cross, however remote, of
these huge, slow-stalking, hairy-hoofed masses of fat and exuberant
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muscle, would in these flying days be tolerated, when nothing
will suit the purpose but animals, which can go the pace and
keep it up, under the saddle, or before a draught, in a style
which can be done by nothing but a large admixture of the best
thorough blood.

The second great English family which may, perhaps, he
regarded as the true type of the English horse of the Midland
Counties, from the remotest times, is that of the far-famed
Cleveland Bays. Cleveland, a district of the East-riding of
Yorkshire, and the Vale of Pickering, in the same county, has
been from a very distant period the principal breeding region for
carriage horses, hunters, troop horses, and hackneys, of the high-
est grade ; and it still preserves its character in that particular;
although the character of the animals themselves, used for all
these purposes, is now entirely altered ; and although, in con-
sequence of the alteration of the demand, the original breed is
rapidly passing away, and a pure Cleveland Bay, of unmixed,
or unimproved blood, is now rarely to be met with, even in its
own native district.

The Cleveland Bay, in its natural and unmixed form, is a
tall, powerfully-built, bony animal, averaging, I should say,
fifteen hands three inches in height, rarely falling short of fif-
teen and a half, or exceeding sixteen and a half hands. .

The crest and withers are almost invariably good, the head
bony, lean, and well set on. Ewe necks are, probably, rarer in
this family than in any other, unless it be the dray-horse, in
which it is never seen.

The faults of shape, to which the Cleveland Bay is most
liable, are narrowness of chest, undue length of body, and flat-
ness of the cannon and shank bones. Their color is universally
bay, rather on the yellow bay than on the blood bay color, with
black manes, tails, and legs.

They are sound, hardy, active, powerful horses, with excel-
lent capabilities for draught, and good endurance, so long as they
are not pushed beyond their speed, which may be estimated at
from six to eight miles an hour, on a trot, or from ten to twelve—
the latter quite the maximum—on a gallop, under almost any
weight. .

The larger and more showy of these animals, of the tallest

-
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and heaviest type, were the favorite coach horses of their day ;
the more spiry and lightly-built, of equal height, were the hunt-
ers, in the days when the fox was hunted by his drag, unken-
nelled, and run half a dozen hours, or more, before he was
either earthed, or worn out and worried to death. Then the short-
er, lower, and more closely ribbed up were the road hackneys ;
a style of horse unhappily now almost extinct, and having, un-
equally, substituted in its place, a wretched, weedy, half-bred
or three-quarter-bred beast, fit neither to go the pace with a
weight on its back, nor tolast the time.

From these Cleveland Bays, however, though in their pure
state nearly extinct, a very superior animal has descended, which,
after several steps and gradations, has settled down into a family,
common throughout all Yorkshire, and more or less all the Mid-
land counties, as the farm-horse, and riding or driving horse of
the farmers, having about two crosses, more or less, of blood on
the original Cleveland stock.

The first gradation, when pace became a desideratum with
hounds, was the stinting of the best Cleveland Bay mares t
good thoroughbred horses, with a view to the progeny turning
out hunters, troop-horses, or, in the last resort, stage-coach
horses, or, as they were termed, machiners. The most promis-
ing of these half-bred colts were kept as stallions ; and mares,
of the same type with their dams, stinted to them, produced the
improved English carriage horse of fifty years ago.

The next step was the putting the half-bred fillies, by tho-
roughbreds out of Cleveland Bay mares, a second time, to tho-
roughbred stallions; their progeny to become the hunters,
while themselves and their brothers were lowered into the car-
riage horses ; and the half-bred stallions, which had been the
getters of carriage horses, were degraded into the sires of the
new, improved cart-horse.

From this, one step more brings us to the ordinary hunter
of the present day, of provincial hunting countrics, for light
weights, and persons not willing, or alle, to pay the price of
thoroughbreds. These are the produce of the third and fourth
crosses of thorough blood on the improved mares, descended in
the third or fourth degree from the Cleveland Bay stock ; and
are in every way superior, able and beautiful animals, possess-
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ing speed and endurance sufficient to live with the best hounds
in any countries, except the very fastest, such as the Melton
Mowbray, thg Northamptonshire, and, perhaps, the Vale of
Belvoir, where the fields are so large, the land all in grass, and
the scent so fine, that fox-hunting in them is in fact steeple-
chasing; so that no fox can live before the hounds on a fine
scenting day above half an hour, nor any horse, except a tho-
roughbred, live even that time ws¢A the hounds, having fourteen
stone or upward on his back.

The three or four parts bred horses, of which I have been
speaking, are in general better leapers than pure-blooded horses;
are perfectly up even to sixteen or eighteen stone with hounds,
across any of the plough countries in which the scent does not
lie so hotly as on the grass lands ; and, indeed, across any coun-
try, whether grass or plough, in which the fields are small, the
enclosures frequent, and the dividing fences large and difficult.
For it must be borne in mind, first, that fences impede hounds,
which have to scramble over them, more than they do horses,
which take them in their stroke ; secondly, that it is necessary,
nine times out of ten, to take a horse by the head, when
going at his leaps, and to give him a slight pull on alight-
ing, which in some degree allows him to catch his wind ; and,
thirdly, that in narrow fields of six or eight acres, which is per-
haps the average size in the arable countries, a horse cannot
extend himself in a racing stroke, as he can over the great forty
and sixty acre pastures of Leicestershire and Rutlandshire, but
must be kept going within himself, at a three-quarters gallop,
and always under a pull. Severe fencing, although it takes
something out of a horse, on the whole, undoubtedly favors the
lower bred hunter; because it always in a degree diminishes the
pace, and, as every sportsman knows, it is the pace that kills; and
also, because the part-bred horse is, for the most part, both the
bolder and the hardier jumper—the thoroughbred, from the
thinness of his skin and the fineness of his coat, disliking to face
stiff thorny hedges, and haviug, in many cases, an insurmount-
able objection to cross bright water. ®

These three or four part bred hunters are, I think, as a gen-
eral rule, the most beautiful horses I have ever seen ; far supe-
rior in form to the average of thoroughbreds. They have a good
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deal of the Arab form i their lean, bony heads ; have almost
invariably fine, lofty, arched crests, and high, thin withers, and
show their blood in the softness and fineness of their coats, and
in the flat shape and solid construction of their cannon bones
and shanks.

They have, in a great degree, lost their distinctive bay color,
from the numerous blood crosses of other shades ; and are often
found chestnuts, iron greys, blue and red roans, and dark browns
with cinnamon muzzles; which last is a favorite color, being
supposed to indicate hardiness. Blacks are not so common, and
are held to indicate an inferior cross, often of the black Lincoln-
shire cart-horse, unless where the line is distinctly traceable to
the thoroughbred sire.

Many of the most distinguished race-horses have been the most
favorite and most successful hunter-getters, and have acquired
as much celebrity for the transmission of their qualities to their
half-bred stock, as they have for their racing descéndants ; just
in the same manner as Messenger has gained celebrity, in this
country, for his roadsters.

In some districts, particular colors are very prevalent ; indi-
cating the preference felt for some particular stallion, which has
stood in that neighborhood ; as greys in the West riding of York-
shire, where Grey Orville, a St. Leger winner himself, and the
sire of Ebor, Emilius, Muley, and many other racers in a very
high form, was a most favorite hunter-getter, and the sire of
many of the very best part-bred horses that ever crossed a coun-
try—browns, with white locks in the tail, in the East riding,
where Woodpecker, of whom that is the distinctive mark to the
fourth and fifth generation, stood for several seasons—blacks in
the vicinity of Doncaster, the descendants of Smolensko—chest-
nuts, wherever that beautiful horse, Comus, covered country
mares ; and, in yet later days, dark browns in the North riding
of Yorkshire, where that undeniable racer and progenitor of
racers, hunters, and steeple-chasers, Lottery, formerly Tinker,
by Tramp out of Mandane, has deservedly been the favorite of
all favorites. e

It is no wonder, that the offspring of such horses as those
named above, out of dams begotten by such sires as Hamble-
tonian. Sir Peter Teazle, Doctor Syntax, and Filho da Puta, from
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mares themselves half-bred out of Cleveland Bays by thorough-
bred stallions, should be hunters and steeple-chasers, in the
highest possible form, and little, if at all, inferior, for any pur-
pose, except that of actual racing, to full-blooded horses.

The price which the breeders pay for the service of these
stallions is very considerable, although it is unsual for horses
which stand for thoroughbred mares at twenty and twenty-five
guineas the leap, to serve country mares for sums varying,
according to the popularity of the horse, and the quality of the
mares likely to be sent to him, from five to seven and ten
guineas. But the farmers willingly pay the charges, and are
amply rewarded for doing so. The colts and fillies are usually
broken at two years old, to the lightest sort of farm harness
work, such as brush-harrowing, in order to render them tract-
able and hardy; and, when three years old and rising four,
are broken to the saddle, and taken out with the hounds, by
their owners; who are generally hard and determined riders,
though they have rarely good hands, and are yet more rarely
capable of making or turning out a made and perfect hunter.

If such young animals are of good promise, gallop well,
fence boldly and cleverly, and are of good form, they will real-
ize to the breeder from eighty to a hundred and twenty guineas,
at four years old ; and, if, in the dealers’ hands, into which they
generally fall secondly, they realize their promise, they become
worth from a hundred and fifty to three hundred guineas, ac-
cordingly as they are weight-carriers, and have a greater or
less turn of speed. If they prove, on the other hand, as colts,
too leggy, cumbersome and slow for hunters, with high-stepping
action and fine show, they will bring the breeder nearly as
much for first-class carriage-horses, as they would have done,
had they proved suitable for hunters. If they should fall short
of size and show for these, but be sound, active, and clever
horses, up to fifteen two inches high, they are sure to realize
thirty five guineas, the regulation price, for light dragoon and
huzzar chargers; and if yet smaller, say from fourteen three
to fifteen one, with beauty, style, and a8tion, they will be
worth from fifty guineas, npward, for roadsters, cover hacks, or
boys’ hunters. At the very worst, if they go wrong in the
wind, short of being decidedly broken-winded, throw out bad
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curbs, or even incipient spavins or ringbones, they are certain
of fetching at least twenty-five pounds for leaders of the fast
coaches ; and probably are now worth as much for horsing the
_ rural omnibuses and railroad tenders.

No sort of breeding in England is so profitable as this. The
breeder is comparatively secured against any thing like ulti-
mate loss, while he has a fair chance of drawing a capital prize,
in the shape of a first-rate hunter, or a carriage horse of supe-
rior quality ; and it is to the breeding of such class of animals
that the attention of the farmers, in horse-breeding counties, is
wholly directed at this date.

For this reason, one has no more pure Cleveland Bays, the
use of the stallion of that breed being entirely discontinued;
large, bony, slow thoroughbreds of good form, and great power,
which have not succeeded on the turf, having been substituted
for them, even for the getting of cart and farming-team horses ;
apd the farmers finding it decidedly to their advantage to work
large, roomy, bony, half or two-third bred mares, out of which,
when they grow old, or if by chance they meet an accident,
they may raise hunters, coach horses, or, at the worst chargers,
or machiners, rather than to plough with garrons and weeds,
the stock of which would be valueless and worthless, except for
the merest drudgery.

It is of these horses, that I am perfectly convinced, trotters
might be made of the highest quality, if those most fitted to
the purpose were selected for that end by men properly quali-
fied to judge of them, and were then trained and trotted, ac-
cording to American rules, by such men as Spicer, Woodruff,
or Wheelan—and that such could be furnished, even in greater
numbers, than they are here, in America, from hunting stables,
and farm-studs devoted to the rearing of such animals, I have
no sort of doubt.

I have seen several American trotters, which, from their ap-
pearance, would have passed as English hunters—especially those
of Messenger’s get—and which, I doubt not, if trained for that
purpose, would have shone as much across country as they did
on the trotting turf. I would particularly specify that very ex-
cellent and game animal, of the olden day, who accomplished
the then—I speak of.twenty years ago and upward—rare feat
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of trotting above eighteen miles in the hour, Mr. Wm. McLeod’s
Paul Pry.

This horse lived to a good old age, and was last owned by
Mr. William Niblo. As he grew old, he became gaunt and
raw-boned, but, in his better days he presented to my eyes very
nearly the cut of an English, or, perhaps, I should say, rather
an /rish hunter—for he had something of a goose rump—of
the highest form. I have repeatedly ridden him, as he stood
for many months in my stable, and he was a fine steady galloper,
and could take a four-foot fence in his stroke and think nothing
of it.

I have often wondered that, among the many importations of
stock by our spirited and enterprising breeders, who are doing
so much for the improvement of horses and cattle in America,
no one has thought of importing some fine, roomy, sixteen
hands, half or two-third parts bred mares, by highly reputed
sires. I am satisfied, that such mares, judiciously bred to the
strongest and most powerful of our American or imported stal-
lions, such horses as Consternation is reported to be, or as Bos-
ton is, in all but the fatal defect of his blindness, would do
more to improve the stock of the United States in size and sub-
stance, without loss of speed or blood, than any other plan of
breeding can effect—since I am satisfied that all attempts at
giving strength, bone, and substance to the offspring of light,
under-sized, weedy, highbred mares by stinting them to Mor-
gan, or Black Hawk, part-bred trotting stallions, or to im-
ported Norman horses, are moves in the wrong direction, and
must lead not to the improvement, but to the deterioration of
the stock ; which will probadly not gain much in siz¢ or power,
and will certainly lose in blood, and consequently in the ability
to stay a distance.

In order to improve a race, it appears to be indisputable,
that the superior blood must be on the sire’s side, the size, form
and beauty, on that of the dam.

This is, however, a portion of my subject which will be
considered more at length in another part of this volume, under
the head of breeding, where all the considerations of that in-
teresting topic will be reviewed at some length.

I shall now proceed, shortly, to the other more remarkable
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English families of the horse ; treating them, however, far more
succinctly than I have done the Cleveland Bays, as they have
been less often imported into this country, and have contributed
little, if at all, to the formation of any part of the stock of the
United States, having left scarcely any perceptible trace of
their blood in any existing breed. This is not true of the
Cleveland Bays, whose mark is clearly discernible in the work-
ing horses of several of the Eastern States, Massachusetts, and
Vermont, more especially, into the former of which several
mares and one stallion were imported by the late Admiral Sir
Isaac Coffin, beside others, I believe, at a more remote period.

The secoud distinct, old English breed is the Suffolk Punch,
which is said to be originally descended from the Norman stal-
lion and old Suffolk cart-mare.

It is now, like the Cleveland, nearly extinct; but has been
replaced by an animal possessing many of the characteristic
peculiarities and excellences of its ancestors, with higher blood
and more perfect finish. ¢ The true Suffolk,” says Mr. Youatt,
“gtood from fifteen to sixteen hands high, of a sorrel color ; was
large-headed ; low-shouldered, and thick on the top ; deep and
round-chested ; long-backed; high in the croup; large and
strong in the quarters; full in the flanks; round in the legs,
and short in the pasterns. It was the very horse to throw his
whole weight into the collar, with sufficient activity to do it
effectually, and hardihood to stand a long day’s work.”

I should here observe, that what is in England called sorrel
is a very different color from that which we understand by the
same name ; which is, in truth, chestnut, in all its various tints,
from someshing nearly approaching to real sorrel, up to copper-
colored brown, with golden reflections.

The real Suffolk sorrel trenches very closely on the dun, with
a kind of bluish or mud-colored under-tint running through it.
Their manes and tails are heavy, inclined to curl or wave, and
are invariably of a far lighter shade than the bodies; they are
often cream-colored, and sometimes even pure white, though
without the silvery gloss and sparkle peculiar to the mane of a
gray or white horse; and the legs, which are also invariably
light, from the knee downward, have a dull, dingy, whitey-brown
hue, which is the reverse of pleasing or beautiful.
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In fact, the characteristics of the Suffolk are all those of
utility as opposed to show. He is peculiar to the Saxon coun-
ties of old England, and is pretty nearly to the horse what the
Saxon man is to the human race at large—a shortish, thick-set,
square-built, stumpy, sturdy individual, with a good many ster-
ling, solid gualities, and a plentiful lack of graces and amenities;
he is stout of body, but slow to move, and when moved, yet
slower to desist from motion ; persevering, of indomitable will,
iron resolution and determined obstinacy, not far removed from
stubbornness ; but of little spirit, and less fire. He was a useful
cart-horse and excellent for teaming; but, in proportion as rail-
roads and locomotives have superseded vans and wagons for the
transportation of heavy merchandise and slow passengers, ex-
cept in cities, the Suffolk Punch has made way for quicker
travelling and lighter, if not more honest, or intrinsically valua-
ble animals.

“The present breed,” Mr. Youatt continues, ‘ possesses
many of the peculiarities and good qualities of its ancestors. It
is more or less inclined to a sorrel color; it is a taller horse;
higher and finer in the shoulders; and is a cross of the York-
shire half or three-quarters bred horse.

“The excellence and a rare one of the old Suffolk—and the
new breed has not quite lost it—consisied in nimbleness of ac-
tion, and the honesty and continuance with which he would
exert himself at a dead pull. Many a good draught horse
knows well what he can effect ; and after he has attempted and
failed, no torture of the whip will induce him to strain his
powers beyond their natural extent. The Suffolk, however,
would tug at a dead pull until he dropped. It was beautiful to
see a team of true Suffolks, at a signal from the driver, and
without the whip, down on their knees in a moment and drag
every thing before them. Brutal wagers were frequently laid
as to their power in this respect, and many a good team was
injured and ruined. The immeuse power of the Suffolk is ac-
counted for by the low position of his shoulder, which enables
him to throw so much weight into the collar.

“ Although the Punch is not what he was, and the Suffolk
and Norfolk farmer can no longer boast of ploughing more

®
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land in a day than any one elsé, this is undoubtedly a valuable
breed.

“The Duke of Richmond obtained many excellent carriage
horses, with strength, activity, and figure, by crossing the Suf-
folk with one of his best hunters. '

“The Suffolk breed is in great request in the neighboring
counties of Norfolk and Essex. Mr. Wakefield of Barnham, in
Essex, had a stallion for which he was offered four hundred
guineas.”

Few of this useful breed of working horses have, I believe,
been brought to the United States ; and I find no record of any
mares, whatever, being imported. A Suffulk cart stallion was,
however, sent into Massachusetts, in the year 1821, by Mr.
John Coffin of New Brunswick ; and, although I do not know
in what part of the State he stood, or what mares he served,
I have sometimes fancied that I could detect something of the
character of the Punches in the short-built, active horses used
in the cartmen’s drays of Boston, in that State; a widely dif.
ferent animal from that used in the New York trucks, many of
which show a considerable degree of blood.

There are two other well-known families of working horses
in Great Britain ; the first of which is the improved Clydesdale
cart-horse, which is said to owe its origin to the Duke of Hamil-
ton, who crossed some of the best Lanark mares, with stallions
he had brought over from Flanders. ¢ The Clydesdale is longer
than the Suffolk, and has a better head, a larger neck, a lighter
carcass, and deeper legs.” It is strong,” says Mr. Youatt,
“hardy,” pulling true, and rarely restive. The southern parts of
Scotland are principally supplied from this district ; and many
Clydesdales, not only for agricultural purposes, but for the
coach and the saddle, find their way to the central and even the
southern parts of England.”

I am not aware that any of these horses have been brought
to America; nor do I know that any particular advantage is to
be looked for from their introduction, although they are good
and faithful horses, excellent for farm purposes, and would
make, without any improvement of blood, extremely useful
stage-horses, especially for hilly and heavy roads, where more
power than speed is desired. Y
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The Heavy Black Horse of Lincolnshire is another distinet
variety, bred in all the midland counties from Lincoln to Staf-
fordshire. They are, in fact, only a smaller and lighter style
of dray-horse, improved by admixture of Flanders, and, per-
haps, of a small percentage of thorongh-blood. They are still
immense animals, standing seventeen hands high, with better
forehands, finer withers, and flatter and deeper legs than the
dray-horse. The improvement in their blood has increased
their pace from two and a half to about four miles an hour, on
a walk, which is their only pace, since they are incapable of
raising a trot. They are used for wagon-horses, and for draw-
ing heavy teams from the wharves through the streets of Lon-
don, and occupy much the same position in England, as is held,
here, by the Conestoga horse, which I believe to be in great
part, if not entirely, of this blood.

There was an excellent breed of little horses, varying from
thirteen to fourteen hands high, existing in the district of Gal-
loway, on the shore of the Solway Frith, in the south of Scot-
land, which had their name from the district in which they had
their origin. But it is now nearly extinct.

“There is a tradition,” according to Mr. Youatt, ¢ that the
breed is of Spanish extraction, some horses having escaped from
one of the vessels of the Grand Armada, which was wrecked on
the neighboring coast. This district, however, so early as the
time of Edward 1., supplied that monarch with a great number
of horses.”

It is much to be lamented, that this admirable race of ani-
mals is almost lost, and where it exists is sorely de:eriorated,
owing to the non-perception and non-appreciation of its peculiar
excellences as a roadster and hackney, either to drive or ride;
and to its unsuitability to ordinary farm work from want of
power and size.

To increase these, and obtain a race more suitable to the
purposes of agricunlture, the farmers of its native region have
crossed it with larger and coarser farm-stallions, which has had
the very effect, that may always be looked for, under such cir-
cumstances ; the peculiar excellences of the race are lost, and
those, which it is desired to ingraft upon it, are not attained.

It is to be regretted that the truly admirable qualities of the

%9
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Galloway were never brought into notice, until it was too late ;
the employment of it, while the race was in its best form, being
confined, for the most part, to the better class of farmers, small
rural proprietors and little country gentry, who were not, in the
last century, persons of extended views, or liberal education.

I am disposed to dwell on this animal a little more fully
than I should otherwise do, not that it exists in these States, or
has ever—so far as we know or suspect—been imported to them;
but because it is closely analogous to a kindred animal, of,
1 believe, the same stock, participating in a high degree of the
same virtues, which has m the same manner become extinct,
to the deep regret of all true lovers of the horse.

It must be remembered, that in Great Britain, in conse-
quence of the existence of this peculiar pure race of small-sized
animals, in the district of Galloway, whence they obtained their
name, all very small horses came to be called Galloways; and
that in the North of England, particularly, the word Galloway
is now synonymous with pony, conveying no pretence that the
animal, so called, has any distinctive blood. I will here add
that the word pony, in England, is used to imply a horse under
thirteen hands in height, which is not subject to taxation—not,
as it is used in America, an animal of a short stocky formation,
such as, or even larger than, one which would, across the water,
be called a Cob. I well remember my surprise at being shown
a pair of clever, close-ribbed, round-barrelled horses, of full fifteen
hands, and perhaps something over, under the appellation of
ponies, on my first arrival here. I proceed, however, to Mr.
Youatt’s description of the true Galloway, to which I shall ap-
pend a few observations of my own, on the original breed, its
failure, and the attempts which have been made to replace it.

“The pure Galloway,” says he, “ was said to be nearly four-
teen hands high, and sometimes more, of a bright bay or brown,
with black legs, and small head and neck, and peculiarly deep
clean legs. Its qualities were speed, stoutness, and surefooted-
ness, over a very rugged and mountainous country.

“Dr. Anderson thus describes the Galloway. ¢There was
once a breed of small elegant horses in Scotland, similar to those
of Iceland and Sweden, which were known by the name of Gal-
loways. the best of which sometimes reached the height of four.
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teen and a half hands. One of this description I possessed, it
having been bought for my use when I was a boy. In point of
elegance of shape, it was a perfect picture; and in disposition
it was gentle and compliant. It moved almost to a wish, and
never tired. I rode this little creature for twenty-five years,
and twice in that time I rode a hundred and fifty miles at a
stretch, without stopping, except to bait, and that not for above
an hour at a time. It came in at the last stage with as much
ease and alacrity as it travelled the first. I could have under-
taken to have performed on this beast, when it was in its prime,
sixty a miles a day for a twelvemonth running, without any
extraordinary exertion.’

“ A Galloway in point of size—whether of Scotch origin or
not we are uncertain—performed, about the year 1814, a greater
feat than Dr. Anderson’s favorite. It started from London with
the Exeter mail, and notwithstanding the numerous changes of
horses, and the rapid driving of that vehicle, it arrived at Exe-
ter—one hundred and seventy-two miles, a quarter of an hour
before the mail.

“In 1754, Mr. Corker’s Galloway went one hundred miles
a day for three successive days, over the Newmarket Course,
and without the slightest distress.

“ A Galloway belonging to Mr. Sinclair, of Kirby Lons-
dale, performed, at Carlisle, the extraordinary feat of a thousand
miles in a thousand hours.

“ Many of the Galloways now in use are procured either
from Wales or the New Forest ; but they have materially dimin-
ished in number; they are scarcely sufficient to supply even
the neighboring districts, and they are still more materially de-
teriorated in form and value. Both the Welsh and Hampshire
Galloways and ponies claim, however, some noble blood.”

In my own youth, I recollect to have seen two Galloways
of the true Scottish blood, as distinct from those, of which I shall
presently speak, created by especial breeding, in the vain hope
of filling the vacancy.

They were both, as nearly as possible, of the size indicated,
fourteen hands to fourteen hands and a half in height ; but, un-
like what is stated above of their color, they were of a deep,
rich, glossy chestnut, almost copper-colored in the shadow, with
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legs not black, but decidedly darker, instead of being lighter
than the bodies.

I have myself no objection whatever to white legs and feet,
of any number, or to any extent—I do not believe that white
hoofs are, in the least degree, softer or more brittle than black
hoofs; and I believe that the old ideas current, in reference to
the number of white legs or feet indicating excellence or the re-
verse, are the merest and stupidest of all old wife's superstitions ;
but I do plead guilty to the strongest prejudice against self-col-
ored legs of a lighter shade than the rest of the limbs, growing
paler and more dingy as it descends.

A bay horse, with pale, dingy, dull-yellow legs, approaching
to dirty sorrel, is, according to my notion, to whatever pedigree
he may lay claim, certain to be largely tainted with coarse cold
blood ; and a chestnut with sorrel legs, or a sorrel with whitey-
brown-paper legs, I think worse yet; and I would own such an
one, on no consideration. On the other hand, I consider the
gradual darkening of the legs downward to the hoof, or if the
animal have white feet or white stockings, downward to the up-
ward margin of the white, as a corroborative indication of good
blood ; if the legs be also clean, flat-boned, and free from hair
about the fetlocks.

All these points were conspicuous in the Galloways of
which I speak, and, moreover, they had long, thin manes;
rather spare than shaggy tails; small, lean, bony heads; one of
them with the broad brow and basin face of the Arab; thin
necks, particularly fine toward the throat, and setting on of the
head ; soft silky coats; large eyes, and all the particular indica-
tions of thorough blood.

Their paces were generally the walk or the canter; and nei-
ther of the two was a particularly handsome or fast trotter, going
along at a good rate, indeed, but in a shuffling style, neither
clearly a trot nor a canter. One of them, which I often rode,
ambled, as it was called then and there, so fast as to keep up
with the hand gallop of a thoroughbred lady’s mare, in company
with which it was constantly ridden.

This Galloway, so far as I can remember it, was in fact nei-
ther more nor less than a natural pacer, and I am convinced
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that the other might with ease have been trained to the same
Pace, and to a good rate of going.

Whether this was or was not a characteristic of the race, I
am unable to say; but I know that the animals seemed to me,
then, perfect beawx ideals of Andalusian jennets, and were regard-
ed as such, by persons more competent to pronounce than my-
self. :

Taken in consideration with reference to the tradition, as to
their origin, and comparing this with the like story in regard to
the Narraganset pacers, I am of opinion that these two now
nearly extinct races, were nearly, if not altogether identical,
both in characteristics and descent; and that it is equally
lamentable, that both breeds have passed away, owing to a want
of comprehension of their merits, and a failure of well-directed
efforts to preserve them.

In relation to the Scottish Galloway, attempts have been
made, by breeding, to produce a creature analogous to it, and
possessing the same qualities ; it has, however, but partially
succeeded. Neither its remarkable beauty, nor its singular en-
durance as a roadster, which was its most marked, as well as its
most important, characteristic, having been in any degree re-
produced by the experiments at artificial breeding.

This, by the way, is in nothing remarkable, although the
converse proposition would have been very much so; if, as is
insisted, the Scottish Galloway was, in itself, an animal of pure
original descent. Since it is well established, that, however
nearly, by the admixture of different races of animals, we may
in the end produce an external imitation of some particular fam-
ily or breed, we must never look to create physical or moral
qualities, much less to establish, by a succession of mixtures, a
blood which shall transmit itself ®nmixed and identical, from
generation to generation.

This appears to be an immutable, as it is a most wise and
providential law of nature. -

Monsters and mongrels cannot reproduce their qualities, or
even their external form. Were it not so, this fair earth would,
long ere this, have become a chaos—a mere laboratory of mon-
strosities ; and the excellent forms, graceful movements, and ar-
tistically attributed hues of the types of the animated world,

Vor. II.—3
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would be lost in a mixed congeries of grotesque and daily-de-
generating hybrids and monsters.

And this is a fact which never ought to be forgotten by the
breeder of animals. “He may raise a superior animal by the
crossing of an inferior with a superior blood ; but he can never
establish that cross—never keep it stationary—never render it
capable of reproduction, preserving its improved attributes un-
altered. )

Thus from a Cleveland Bay mare, one may, by the service of
a thoroughbred sire, readily produce a most valuable half-bred
animal, for many purposes of the field, the road, or the farm.

Naturally, one would suppose, that by taking two.such half-
breds of opposite sexes, the offspring of parents entirely uncon-
nected by birth, but both pair holding the same relation of
blood, that is to say, both the sires thoroughbred and both the
dams Clevelands, and breeding them together, he would obtain
an offspring similar to the immediate parents; of which it ne-
cessarily possesses the identical blood, in the identical propor-
tions—viz. one half thorough, one half Cleveland Bay, blood ;
though in four, instead of two crosses.

No such thing, however, is the case; as is well known to
every breeder in the north of England, if not elsewhere.

No man, putting his half-bred mare to a balf-bred, or even
two-thirds-bred, stallion, would expect to have a colt equal to
either of the parents; or even, in case of the sire having two
or more crosses of pure blood, equal to the progeny of a com-
mon mare with a thoroughbred horse.

Nor would any man dream of buying an animal so bred,
with a view to hunting him ; knowing right well, that before he
had gone fifteen minutes at the best pace of hounds, his tail
would be shaking ; and tHat, before half an hour, he would
stand still. Yet the same man would not hesitate to ride a
half-bred, by a thoroughbred.

Why these things should be, we do not know. It is one of
the mysteries of nature, which we cannot fathom, and of which
we must rest content to know, that they are, and will continue
to be, in despite of all man’s weak attempts, whether intentional
or casual, to interrupt the course of nature.

Even in our own race, it is an assured fact, that the off-
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spring of the white and the negro cannot continue, above a gen-
eration or two, or at most three, to intermarry, like to like, and
reproduce itself, without recurring to one of the original stocks,
from which to derive vitality and vigor.

By continual interconnection with the white, it rises nearer
and nearer to the higher type; by recurrence to the black, it
relapses into that, from which it was temporarily lifted by the
first hybridization.

So it is with horses, to the letter. If the half-bred filly be -
united to a thoroughbred, and her female progeny be so con-
nected ad infinitum, after a few generations, although the drop
of base blood must still be there, until the end of time, the
progeny will be but a little removed in quality, and entirely
undistinguishable in outward appearance, from the pure-
blooded animal.

If, on the contrary, the half-bred filly be bred back to the
Cleveland Bay, or cart-horse, even more rapidly than in the
other case, will the process of assimilation, or, in this instance,
of re-assimilation advance. Before the third or, at farthest, the
fourth cross, the outward characteristics of the pure blood will
have wholly disappeared; and, although, as in the other in-
stance, the drop of noble blood must continue there ad infins-
tum, its effects will be to all intents and purposes lost, and
the animal will be, in spirit and endurance, as in show, little su-
perior, if at all, to the baser of its original progenitors.

That the same process should occur, where half-breds are
inter-bred with half-breds, generation after generation, is inex-
plicable; but it is certain. Why the pure blood, which, where
it exists unmixed, seems to be indestructible, should be incapa-
ble of a prolonged existence when mixed, and must, slowly, but
certainly, die out, no man can say, or conjecture. But that it
is so, is shown, beyond a peradventure, by the experience of
centuries in the system of breeding, and is confirmed by the
opinion of all distinguished physiologists.

Like democratic conquests, it can only be preserved by far-
ther conquests. Acquisition must be added to acquisition, or
the first gain must become a loss.

To this consideration I shall have occasion ere long to re-
vert, when dealing with the pretensions of what assumes to be a
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peculiar and distinct family of the American horse, and again
when treating of the theory and system of breeding in general.

Now, briefly, to revert to the subject matter whence I have
recently been led devious, I would remark that the attempt
to reproduce the Scottish Galloway, of which I have spoken as
a failure, was simply the stinting clever, active, pony-mares of
twelve and a half or thirteen hands in height, purposely select-
ed for their shape, legs, feet, general soundness and hardihood,
and easy action, to thoroughbred stallions of the best blood,
chosen with as much care as the dams, low in stature, but bony
and close-ribbed up, with the fine heads and necks, the sloping
shoulders and thin withers of the oriental type.

From this union was produced a stock of extremely neat,
highly bred and finely formed animals, with pretty action and a
fair turn of speed. These are the animals which are used as
boys’ hunters, up to the time when the aspiring Etonian or
Harrowite is supposed to be arrived at the supreme height of
his ambition, the capacity to manage a horse.

I have myself ridden, in my younger days, two and three-
part bred Galloways, from an original pony stock, which, with
a boy’s seven or eight stone upon their backs, were quite able
to hold their own and live, not perhaps quite in the first flight,
but in a very fair place, among hard-riding and well-mounted
men, through a racing run with fox-hounds, and win a brush
for their rider at the end.

On these same Galloways the young ladies of the family
learn to ride, while the masculines of the rising generation are
construing Homer, cricketing, or sculling wherries on the
Thames ; and ultimately, as the boys, promoted into men, as-
cend the backs of veritable horses, the girls obtain possession of
the little favorites, transmitting them each to the next younger,
as they, too, mount up to the thoroughbred park-hack, with its
darling bangtail, and become, ex officio, young ladies.

The larger and heavier of these become covert hacks and
roadsters for non-hunting, elderly gentlemen, clergymen and
country doctors; they are usually sure-footed—a quality which
they inherit from the pony mother, probably of Scottish or Cam-
brian mountain descent,—have good, round action, and a reason-
able turn of speed.
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If they increase to full fourteen and from thence up to fif-
teen hands, powerfully built, with short backs, round barrels,
deep, clean legs, coupled with lofty crest and carriage, fine
heads, the ability to carry fourteen stone, or upward, at their
ease, to trot fourteen, or gallop eighteen, miles in the hour,
having two, or more, authenticated crosses of pure blood, they
are called cobs of the first class, command immense prices, often
above a hundred guineas, and are intrinsically, apart from the
consideration of money price, extremely valuable quadrupeds,
and much sought after, by men who ride heavy, and who ride
much, on the road.

Still, they are not Scottish Galloways, nor any thing resem-
bling them—if ounly in the one point that the Scottish Galloway
could and did, and that the artificial Galloway cannot and does
not, transmit either its form or its qualities by hereditary de-
scent. ‘

Of the other English or British breeds, it is needless to speak
at large ; as most of them are known and imported, though rare-

.ly, if ever, bred in this country ; and the others, which are not
known, have no interest attaching to them, as having no espe-
cial utility or adaptation for any purposes here.

The former are the little Shetlander; rarely exceeding
twelve hands in height, and often much smaller; which, for
such an atom of horseflesh, has greater weight-carrying power,
greater comparative speed, and greater endurance than any ani-
mal in the known world ; and the larger and less finely formed
Highland pony, which, while acknowledged inferior to the
genuine Sheltie, still possesses many of its qualities, especially
its hardihood, sure-footedness, power to carry weight, and gal-
lant endurance. In neatness of form and limb, it is inferior, as
much as it is superior in size, to the Shetlander ; yet the smaller
of the Highland ponies are frequently passed off on those, who
are not first-rate judges, as their tiny northern cousins.

Their great good-temper, docility, and sureness of foot, ren-
der them the best of all animals on which to put young chil-
dren, and they are commonly used for that purpose in Amer-
ica ; the ass, which is decidedly better than the pony for giving
a firm seat and controlling hand, inasmuch as it is far more dif-
ficult to sit, and as it requires both a will and a way to
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compel it against its own will, being hardly known at all, and
never used for such purposes in the United States.

In England, it is invariably the first step, and it is curious
to see what power it gives to the young rider, who, having
learned his rudiments on the obstinate but long-enduring grizzel,
finds himself impregnably seated on a high-spirited pony, which
an inexperienced spectator would imagine infinitely the more
difficult to ride, and able to defy all-its cabrioles or soubresaults
to unseat him.

A boy who can sit an ass, so that he cannot be kicked over
its head, can sit any thing, and is in a fair way to make a first-
rate horseman. Hence its extreme fitness for teaching chil-
dren ; its form rendering it very difficult to sit, its temper very
difficult to control, while, at the same time, its stolid and lazy
habits avert all danger of its doing more than depositing its
young rider gently in the dirt, and then falling to graze on the
nearest dock leaf or Canada thistle. It never shies, never
plunges, and, above all, never runs away. It is, perhaps, at
once the least dangerous and most difficult animal to ride ine
the whole range of the quadruped creation.

I well remember the fun of a scene, which occurred at some
rural merry-makings in the park of a gentleman in whose neigh-
borhood I was brought up ; when donkey races being a part of
the programme, half a dozen young men, all of them first-rate
performers across country, and able to handle the wildest thor-
oughbred, relying on the fact, that they had all once been
donkey-riders themselves, undertook to act as jocks on the occa-
sion, to the racing neddies.

It was all very well at first, but when the tug arrived, and
the spur was exhibited at the run-in, up went the heels and
down went the heads of all the neddies simultaneously, and away
went the gallant jocks, yards over the long ears of their mon-
tures, who at once betook themselves to munching the green-
sward, much to the amusement of the lady spectators, and to
the delight of the ten and twelve year-old urchins—legitimate
owners of the neddies, and younger brothers, or cousins, of the
discomfited Meltonian jocks—who shortly after, legitimately
perched on the croups of the animals, delivered a sweepstakes,
which came off with great eclat, among universal cudgelling
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and spurring, none of the riders caring an iota more for the ned-
dy’s kicking up, than neddy cared for his rider’s spurring, or
losing so much as a stirrup in the race.

Before passing to the next branch of my subject, I suppose
I should say a word as to the Irish hunter, as he is, in some sort,
a distinct animal ; not as producing himself from original pa-
rents, but as originating from a cross of the thoroughbred with
the native Irish horse, and as possessing a peculiar way of going,
which, at first, I presume, acquired in conformity with the re-
quirements of the country he is called upon to cross, has be-
come characteristic, and now appears to be native to the breed,
as it seems to be ¢ to the manner born.”

The Irish hunter is in general a less highly-bred horse than
his English competitor ; not often, I should say, having more
than two crosses of pure blood, and is not unfrequently some-
what ragged in his shapes.

He has, almost always, a good forehand and crest, not a
particularly blood-shaped head, but bony and well set on. He
is 80 often goose-rumped as to render that point, in some degree,
one of his characteristic marks ; and, in the old day, if he had
been long in his own country, he was too often nicked, so as to
make him carry his dock curled over his rump, greatly to the
detriment of his appearance, and tending to make him look
even less blood-like than he really is.

His legs and feet are almost invariably good; he is apt, I
think, to be a little short and straight on his pasterns, but is
sound and sure-footed. He is quick, rather than fast; nimble,
rather than swift; a clever jumper, rather than a slashing
fencer.

He goes, owing to the nature of his country, wherein there
is little, comparatively speaking, of good galloping ground, the
soil being for the most part either deep and soft, or broken,
rugged and stony, far more within himself and upon his haunches,
and far less extended, than an English hunter. For wall-leap-
ing, where there are no ditches, he is unrivalled, though very
uneasy and difficult to sit ; taking nothing in his fly, but stop-
ping short with his forefeet almost in contact with the obstacle,
and then bucking over it with all his legs together, and alight-
ing not unusually on his hind feet—a practice, which, however

b .
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unpleasant to sit, and difficult to unaccustomed riders, unques-
tionably spares the back sinews of the forelegs many a severe
jar.

He is particularly adapted to the broken, rudely tilled, and
rugged country, in which he is used ; where stone walls are the
most ordinary fences, and next to them double ditches, with a
turf bank or dyke between them. These latter he has a partic-
ularly clever trick of spurning with his hind hoofs, as he tops
them, so as to gain a purchase whence to make a second spring,
thereby clearing the second drain—the whole fence being usu-
ally too wide to be cleared at a stride, while the turf dyke is too
rotten and insecure to admit of its being leaped, on and off, like
the somewhat similar banks of Hertfordshire and Essex.

In England he is not a favorite, his mode of leaping causing
him to lose time at his fences, when the hounds are flying as
they do in the grass countries, and also rendering him liable to
jump short, in case of there being a large ditch, as there usually
is, to the stake and bound fences. He is, moreover, not gene-
rally a good water-jumper, which is a fatal defect in countries
abounding, as the best English hunting counties do, in large
brooks and yawning drains.

For American hunting, where hunting on horseback exists,
he is, of all others, the very horse required ; his immense pow-
ers, as a jumper of height, enabling him to hop over the stiffest
six-bar Virginia railfences, as if they were nothing ; while the
woodland and otherwise encumbered character of the country
would render his want of speed of comparatively small account.

I know not how, or why, it should be so ; for I have no know-
ledge that Irish horses have ever been imported into this coun-
try in sufficient numbers to have any effect on the character of
the American horse ; but the resemblance of the two families
struck me, on my first arrival in the United States, nor can I
yet divest myself of the idea.

The American Stud Book, from the earliest times, records
but three or four importations of Irish race-horses ; I myself re-
member but one, Harkforward, the brother of Harkaway, by
Nabocklish, imported by the late Judge Porter into Louisiana ;
and he died, almost immediately after his arrival, of the bite of
a rattlesnake.
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Had there, however, been many thoroughbred stallions cov-
ering here, it could not account for the similarity ; since the pe-
culiar points of the Irish hunter, in which the similarity resides,
are not those of his thoroughbred sire, but of his Irish dam.

It does not seem likely that Irish hunting mares should, at
any period, or in any part of the United States, ever have been
largely imported, as there has not, at any time, been a demand
for such animals; and it is next to a certainty, that common
Irish farm horses never have been brought hither, as they are—
those of the native and indigenous type, I mean, unimproved by
mixture with the Cleveland bays, the Punches, or the Lincoln-
ghire blacks—as wretched a race of raw-boned, straight-shoul-
dered, ewe-nccked garrons, as & man had need to-behold.

Still, the resemblance is so striking, that I am certain the
first impression of an American horseman, on secing the gather-
ing at an Irish coverside, would be that two-thirds of the field
were mounted on American trotting horses ; while, at a similar
scene in England, he would be half inclined to set down the
highly-blooded and highly-groomed two and three parts bred
cock-tails, as gigantic thoroughbreds, until corrected by a fuller
estimate of their bone and weight.

And I could instance scores of trotting horses here, such as
old Top-Gallant, Columbus, Paul Pry, and in later days, Tacony,
Lancet, and others, which have precisely the cut, to the life, of
an Irish hunter in a very high form, and which, I have no doubt
whatever, if they had been trained to leap and gallop, instead
of to trot, would have won their laurels as decidedly on that
field, as on this which they now occupy with so much distinction.

I now come to the American application of the facts collected
above, in regard to the different races, or families, of English
horses, which do, or did recently, exist in that country, entirely
pure and unmixed ; although it is not usual to apply the word
“pure” to any stock or breed except that of the thoroughbred
race-horse.

It will, of course, have been observed and understood, by
any one who has read attentively what has gone before, that
the effect of the improvements, brought to pass in horses of
every caste, intended for every purpose, in England, has been
to destroy and abolish distinct races, other than that of the
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thoroughbred ; and that there is, probably, now in England no
breed or family whatever, entirely without mixture, in some
greater or less degree—some, of course, infinitesimally small—
of thorough blood, unless it be the dray-horse and the Scottish
pony.

There is constantly going on a prodigious quantity of that,
which Mr. Carlisle is pleased to designate as inarticulate howling,
- over the decline of the good old English hunter, the excellent
old English roadster, and, in a word, of every thing that is old
in the way of horse-flesh.

All this is, in my opinion, the merest of stupidity—precisely
on a par with the regret, expressed by some wiseacres, for the
decline of the good old English squires, of the days of the first
Georges—the riders of these identical excellent old English
roadsters and hunters, concerning whose loss i@ lachryme.
These good old English squires, be it observed, en passant, were
generally ignorant, stolid, besotted, and brutal, to a degree com-
parable to nothing which exists in any class, however abject, of
the present day, that is not positively vicious.

Rising at four o’clock in the morning, in the saddle and trail-
ing the fox to his kennel before six, they plodded along through
mud and fallow, on great hairy-fetlocked brutes, as coarse, and
slow, and uneducated as themselves, for eight or ten mortal
hours ; they adjourned from the saddle to the dining-room ;
whence, gorged with half-raw beef and venison, besotted with
October and punch, roaring out stupid or obscene songs, through
an atmosphere reeking with tobacco-smoke, they were carried
off, by nine at the latest, by their clownish servants, only less
drunk than their masters, to their beds, there to snore off the
evening’s debauch ; and thence, on the next morning, by a repe-
tition of the past day’s exercise, to earn an appetite for the next
evening’s revel.

And this no casual occurrence, no picture of an accidental
or occasional lapse of a minority, but the daily habitude, during
seven or eight months of the year, of nine-tenths of the resident
rural proprietors of this good old England, from the times of
Queen Anne nearly to the commencement of the present cen-

]E)uring those dark and corrupt ages, the basest and most dis-
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creditable, to my mind, of any in the whole history of England,
all that there was of education, of grace, or of refinement, was
crowded into the metropolis, mixed even therc with inconceiv-
able coarseness, inconceivable corruption; while’ the whole
gentry, and, with a few rare exceptions, even the clergy of the
rural districts, were steeped in ignorance, imbrued with brutal
debauchery, and marked by a coarseness of manner and lan-
guage—even in the presence of their women—that has no
parallel at the present day, in the wildest frontier taverns of
the farthest South-west, in the rudest camp of California or Aus-
tralia, in short, any -where among civilized men, unless it be at
a wake or a pattern in Galway or Tipperary, if the performer at
those celebrations can be called civilized.

In one word, I believe that there is exactly the same degree
of comparison between the English or American country gentle-
men of the present day, and the English squire of those dark
ages, that there is between the English and American hunter,
roadster, trotter, carriage-horse, and cart-horse, of the latter half
of the nineteenth century, and the corresponding animal of the
first half of the eighteenth ; and that there is just as' much sense
in howling over the decline of the horses of that age, or pretend-
ing to desire their reproduction, as there would be in affecting
to desire to introduce the Squire Westerns, the Bumper Squire
Joneses, and the parson Trullibers of 1757, in place of the edu-
cated and accomplished gentlemen of 1857, on both sides of the
Atlantic. - ,

Furthermore, I believe, that very much of the absurdly
exaggerated estimate which tradition has set on the mythical
performances of the horses of the olden time, on the racing turf,
such as Childers, Eclipse, and many others of the same period—
an estimate which still miraculously befogs the judgment even
of men capable of judgment, long after it has been proved to be
founded on nothing—has its origin, in a great measure, from the
incalculable superiority of thoroughbred horses, even of ordinary
excellence, to the coarse-bred road-hacks and scarcely superior
hunters of that day.

To men, accustomed to ride Cleveland Bays, with no cross
of thorough blood, in their unmixed state, as the best style
of hunters, and to trot along the road on animals which no
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teamster would now put into his cart-shafts, the pace of even a
very slow race-horse would naturally scem so enormous, that
one easily ceases to wonder at the spectators believing that
Flying Childers ran his mile in a minute—the rather, that there
were no means then in existence by which speed of that kin/
could be tested ; and that a mile in a minute was a purely ideal
rate, which could be compared to nothing, and reduced to no
standard ; since there existed nothing on carth capable of being
tried, or, known to men, which had ever gone, or was capable
of going at that speed, unless it were a bird in the air, or a fish
in the sea.

How any sane man can persist in inquiring whether this or
that horse ever ran a mile in a minute—as we see by the queries
in sporting newspapers, that fifty, at the least, are inquiring
every year—when he has surely seen a railroad engine going at
something far under that rate, yet far above the powers of any
horse to rival it, one would find difliculty in compreliending ;
if it were not evident that the credence which men give to
things, nowadays, is in the inverse ratio to their intrinsic
credibility ; and that, in a word, if any thing be disbelieved, at
present, it is not because it is absurdly incredible, but because
it is not sufficiently absurd or incredible to command credence.

Be this as it may, there is no evidence, or shadow of evi-
dence, that the early English race-horse was superior, in any
point of speed, endurance, or capacity of labor,.to the American
or English horse of to-day.

It there are, now, more rarcly wounders that outdo all con-
temporaries, it is that the general standard of excellence is so
much higher, that to surpass it extraordinarily is infinitely more
difficult.

In every other class of horse, except the thoroughbred—the
hunter, the roadster, the trotter, the carriage-horse, the trooper,
even the team-horse—the improvement is not smaller, in the last
century, than that in machinery, and scientific applications,
during the same lapse of time.

Nor is it altogether true, that any class or type of animal
has wholly disappeared or become extinct in England; or, for
that matter, in America, either, so far as it ever had any exist-
ence on that continent, unless it be the very coarsest type of



GENERAL TMPROVEMENT. 45

cart-horse, or some fancy family of no general application or
utility, such as the Naragansett pacer, or the Scottish Galloway.
What has occurred is this—all the types of animals, even with
all the improvements which have been made in them, have
fallen down three or four stages; and if the much bemoaned
good old English squires could arise from their lowly beds

¢ At breezy call of incense-breathing morn,”

and resuscitate with them Towler and Jowler, and all their deep-
mouthed, crook-kneed packs, with which to badger a fox to
death in a run of eight mortal hours, they would find infinitely
superior hunters to any they had ever backed during their lives,
going indeed not as hunters, but drawing the slowest second-
class gentlemen’s carriages ¢n the country, and the very best
beasts of their own precise class, in the better style of vans and
omnibuses, in the towns and cities.

There are hundreds of horses to-day in New York carmen’s
trucks, superior in blood, form, and powers of every kind, to the
best hunter that went in England in the reign of the first or
second George; and the best road-hackneys of the same date
were not comparable to the smaller and lighter cart-horses of
the present day, such as go in the baker’s or the butcher’s wag-
on. So much for the croaking of the praisers of the age that
has just departed !

In all branches of equestrianism, speed has been for years
the end aimed at, in connection with the ability to carry weight
and to endure continued exertion. Mere weight and the ability
of dragging enormous loads at a foot’s pace, have ceased to be
qualities desired or desirable, in the horse; while quickness is,
and ever will continue, so long as tiine shall have its value, the
valnable consideration.

Whether the present modes of racing, either in this country
or in England, are the best devised to preserve the breed of
race-horses at their utmost perfection, is another question, and
is open to much doubt—doubt fully as great on this, as on the
other side of the water—the absurdly light weights adopted in
America, being in my opinion fully as detrimental, in encouraging
‘the maintenance of a wrong type of thoroughbred, as are the
short distances now run in England.
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For my part, I could wish to see four-mile races introduced
in England, though without the reintroduction of heats, which I
cannot regard but as an unnecessary and over severe strain on
the faculties of the animals, and the return to nine and ten
stone weights, or 126 lbs. and 140 lbs., ou the back of five and
gix-year-old horses.

Whatever may be the effect of the present system in Eng-
land, as to throwing the weight-carrying thoroughbreds, capa-
ble of running four-mile heats, out of the turf and into the
hunting stables, I am not prepared to say; but certain I am,
that the system has not been in effect absolutely to abolish the
type of horse capable of that work; far more certain than I am
that the system of breeding to carry extremely light weights,
boy’s weight in fact, in the United States, has not been to pre-
vent the creation of a type or race of thoroughbreds, capable of
carrying heavy men in the field or in the road, with as much
distinction as they have won by their speed and undeniable
power of staying a distance on the turf.

On the trotting course, as on the racing turf, the tendency of
the age has been, and still continues to be, toward speed—but
in our trotting, as in English fox-hunting, neither the power to
carry weight nor the endurance to continue at work, is neglect-
ed. Nor is there the slightest appearance of growing degeneracy
in either gnality.

On the contrary, with the increase of blood and of speed,
the power of endurance has advanced, both in the hunter and
the trotter ; nor in either has the ability to carry weight dimin-
ished. Of course the union of the three qualities in the latter
animals commands the largest price ; whereas in the racer, so far
as he is viewed as a racer only, and not as a progenitor, speed
and endurance for a distance alone are regarded. Even in
these, however, and even under the present system, the ability
to carry weight must needs enhance, and does enhance, their
value for the stud, as increasing the probability of their proving
the sires of the most serviceable and costly half-breds.

In every other department and style of horse-breeding, I am
convinced that the introduction of pure blood into all the old
strains bas done incalculable good, and that every stamp of
animal through the country, has advanced upon the similar
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animals of the last century, almost as far as pure science or
mechanism has advanced.

And I should as soon think of regretting the progress of
mechanisin, of naval architecture, of gunnery, of the arts, or
of pure science, as I should of deploring the dying out of the
obsolete races of cart-horses, of old English roadsters, and of
those equine elephants who wore as many bushels of hair at
their heels as they could move tons of coal or pig-iron at a dead
pull, and were, at the same time, incapable of going three miles
in an hour, with a feather on their backs or behind them, to
save their own or their owners’ lives.

In the United States and British America, again, we shall
find that this process of absorption or abolition of all the old
special breeds, and of the amalgamation of all into one general
race, which may fairly be termed specially “ American,” pos-
sessing a very large admixture of thoroughblood, has gone on
far more rapidly than in England—the rather that, with the one
solitary exception of the Norman horse in Canada, no special
breeds have ever taken root as such, or been bred, or even
attempted to be bred, in their purity, in any part of America.

In Canada East, the Norman horse, imported by the early
settlers, was bred for many generations entirely unmixed ; and,
as the general agricultural horse of that province, exists so yet,
stunted somewhat in size, by the cold climate and the rough
usage to which he has been subjected for centuries, but in no-
wise degenerated, for he possesses all the honesty, courage, en-
durance, hardihood, soundness of constitution, and characteristic
excellence of feet and legs of his progenitor.

Throughout both the provinces he may be regarded as the
basis of the general horse, improved as a working animal by
crosses of English half-bred sires; and as a roadster, carriage-
horse, or higher class riding or driving horse, by an infusion of
English thorough blood.

All these latter types are admirable animals, and it is from
the latter admixture that have sprung many of the most cele-
brated trotting horses, which, originally of Canadian descent,
have found their way into the New England States and New
York, and there won their laurels as American trotters.

Still it is not to be denied that there are, in different sections
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of the United States, different local breeds of horses, apparently
peculiar, and now become nearly indigenous to those localities,
and that those breeds differ not a little, as well in qualities as in
form and general appearance.

A good judge of horse flesh, for instance, will find little
difficulty in selecting the draught-horse of Boston, that is to say, of
Massachusetts and Vermont, from those of New York and New
Jersey, or any of the three from the large Pennsylvania team-
horses, or from the general stock of the Western States.

The Vermont draught-horse and the great Pennsylvania
horse, known as the Conestoga horse, appear to me in some con-
siderable degree to merit the title of distinct families, inasmuch as
they seem to reproduce themselves continually, and to have done
sofrom a remote period, comparatively speaking, within certain
regions of country, which have for many years been furnishing
them in considerable numbers to those markets, for which their
qualities render them the most desirable.

I had hoped, on commencing this work, to be able to obtain
authentic and satisfactory accounts of these various families, and
to have approximately at least, fixed their origin and derivation.
‘With a view to this end, I addressed circulars to the officers of
the agricultural societies of all the principal breeding States of
the Union, to whom I take this opportunity of recording my
obligations for the aid which they have rendered me in my un-
dertaking; but I regret to say, that the result has generally been
disappointment; for, with scarcely an exception, these most
useful societies being but of recent origin, and having turned
their attention rather to improving the present and providing
for the future, than to preserving records of the past, have in
their possession no documentary evidence whatever, as to the
sonrces whence their peculiar stocks have derived their origin
and excellences. All, therefore, that can now be done, is to
describe the characteristic points of the breeds in question, and
by comparison with existing foreign races, and by the collation
of such scanty notices of importations as can be gleaned from
periodicals, to approach, conjecturally, the blood from which
they are derived, and also the manner in which they have been
orig:nated, where they are now found.
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OF THE VERMONT DRAUGHT-HORSE.

In the first place, of the Vermont draught-horse, I have been
able, from his own locality, to obtain no information whatever ;
all the horse interest and ambition of that State, and indeed
of the Eastern States generally, appearing somewhat strangely
and injudiciously, I must say, it seems to me, to centre in what
they are pleased to call the Morgan family.

The above cut is a portrait from life of a fine gray draught
horse, in the possession of Adams’s Express Co.; height, 16
hands ; weight, 1160 lbs.

Incomparably, however, the best light team-horse, or ex-
tremely heavy carriage-horse, and another yet lighter horse of
somewhat the same type, are raised in Vermont, and in Vermont
alone, in perfection.

Vor. I[—4.
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No persons familiar with the streets of New York can fail to
have noticed the magnificent animals, for the most part dark
bays, with black legs, manes and tails, but a few browns, and
now and then, but rarely, a deep rich glossy chestnut, which
draw the heavy wagons of the express companies; and I would
more especially designate those of Adams & Company.

They are the very model of what draught-horses should be ;
combining immense power with great quickness, a very respect-
able turn of speed, fine show and good action.

These animals have almost invariably lofty crests, thin
withers, and well set on heads; and although they are em-
phatically draught-horses, they have none of that shagginess of
mane, tail and fetlocks, which indicates a descent from the
black horse of Lincolnshire, and none of that peculiar curliness
or waviness which marks the existence of Canadian or Norman
blood for many generations, and which is discoverable in the
manes and tails of very many of the horses, which claim to be
pure Morgans.

The peculiar characteristic, however, of these horses, is the
shortness of their backs, the roundness of their barrels, and the
closeness of their ribbing up. One would say that they are
ponies until he comes to stand beside them, when he is astonish-
ed to find that they are oftener over, than under, sixteen hands
in height.

These horses are, nine out of ten, from Vermont, and not only
are they the finest animals in all the United States, in my opin-
ion, for the quick draught of heavy loads—for which opinion of
mine I have a reason to produce in justification—but the mares
of this stock are incomparably the likeliest, from which, by a
well chosen thoroughbred sire, to raise the most magnificent
carriage-horses in the world.

In proof of what I assert, I will relate two circumstances
connected with this breed of horses, which have come under
my own immediate observation, and which cannot fail to have
weight with candid judges.

During the Canadian rebellion of 1837, the English force
being largely augmented in the provinces, two cavalry regi-
ments, with a considerable park of artillery, were among the
nnmber of the reinforcements. The cavalry consisted of the
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First Dragoon Guards and of the Seventh Hussars; the latter of
which, a light regiment, brought its horses with it from Eng-
land. The Dragoon Guards, which is as heavy a cavalry regi-
ment as any in the world, except the Lifeguards and the Royal
Horseguards, which are cuirassiers, came dismounted, and were
all horsed from Vermont, with scarcely an exception, the Cana-
dian horses not having either the size or power necessary to
carry such weight.

I saw this magnificent regiment several times under arms,
after the horses had been broken and managed, and certainly
never saw a heavy regiment more splendidly mounted in my
life. The whole of the artillery was horsed from the same
region, and with precisely the stamp of horse which I now see
daily before the New York Express Vans; and I myself heard
a very distinguished officer of rank, who has won still higher
distinction in the Crimea say, that the artillery had never, in
his knowledge of the service, been better, if so well horsed, as it
was while in Canada.

It may be worth while to add, that the hussars, when ordered
home, as is usual, in order to save the expense of transporta-
tion, sold their horses; but the dragoon guards and artillery,
unless I have been most wrongly informed, took the greater
part of theirs, and especially the mares, home with them, owing
to their superior quality.

Of the existence of this breed, therefore, there can be no
doubt, nor of its excellence. In the old days, while staging was
in its perfection in New England, before the railroads had su-
perseded coaching, it was the lighter animals of this same breed
and stamp, which drew the post-coaches, in a style that I have
never seen approached, out of New England, in America ; nor
do I believe that it ever has been approached elsewhere. For
several years it was my fortune, some twelve or thirteen years
since, when Salem was the extreme eastern limit of railroad
travel, to journey a good deal between Boston and Bangor, in
Maine ; and, as I always preferred the box, with the double
object of observing the country, and seeing the horses work,
having, also, a tolerable knack of getting on with the coach-
men, who, by the way, were coackmen, on those roads, in those
days, not stable-helpers—each one coaching his own team along,
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as well or as badly as he could, according to the fashion of all
the other States in which I have jonrneyed—I contrived to pick
up some information, concerning the quick-working, active,
powerful, well-conditioned, and sound animals, which excited
both my wonder and my admiration.

My wonder! for that, in my stage-coach experiences in New
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Upper Canada, from the
year 1831 to 1836, of which I had enjoyed considerable oppor-
tunity—having once voyaged in what was called, by a cruel
irony, the Telegraph Line, from Albany to Duffalo, through, in
three days and two nights—I had formed any thing but a favor-
able estimate of American stage-coaching.

My admiration! for that over roads, though very well kept for
the state of the country, which would have made an English
whip open his eyes, and probably his mouth also, in impreca-
tions both loud and deep, and through a very rough line of
country, so far as hills and long stages were concerned, I never
saw any horses, in my life, do their work more honestly, more
regularly, or more quickly.

The rate of going was nine miles, including stoppages ; to do
which it was necessary to make between ten and cleven over
the road ; the time was punctually kept—as punctually as on
the best English mail routes, at that time, when the English
mail was the wonder of the world ; and I have no hesitation in
saying that ten and a half to eleven miles an hour, over those
roads, is fully equal to thirteen or fourteen over the English
turnpikes, as they were at the time concerning which I am
writing. And I speak, on this subject, with the conviction that
I speak knowingly ; for, between the years 1825 and 1831, there
were not a great many fast coaches on the flying roads of the
day, on the boxes of which I have not sat, nor a few of the fast-
est, on which I have not handled the ribbons.

All these horses were evidently of the very breed and stamp
which I describe ; and I learned, on inquiry, that it is from the
region I have named, the northern part of Massachusetts, namely,
Vermont, and perhaps some portion of New Hampshire, that
most of the horses came, and that from those quarters, moreover,
is the origin of the horse of Maine, almost without admixture.

‘Whence this admirable stock of horses came, or how it has
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been created, there is, as I have observed, no record. I do not,
however, think it impossible, or even difficult to arrive at some-
thing not very far from the facts of the matter ; if one look to
the sources whence he might reasonably expect such a strain to
be deduced, and then find that such sources are not wanting,
and that nearly in the proportion one would have suggested.

In the first place, then, the size, the action, the color, the

‘ comparative freedom from hair on the limbs, the straightness
of the longer hairs of the mane and tail, and the quickness of
movement, would, at once, lead one to suspect a large cross,
perhaps the largest of any, on the original mixed country horse,
of Cleveland Bay. There are, however, some points in almost
all these horses, which must be referred to some other foreign
cross than the Cleveland, not thoroughbred, and, as I have men-
tioned above, certainly not Norman or Canadian, of which these
animals do not exhibit any characteristic. The points to which
I have referred, are, principally, the shortness of the back, the
roundness of the barrel, the closeness of the ribbing up, the
general punchy or pony build of the animal, and its form and
size, larger and more massively muscular than those of the
Cleveland Bay, yet displaying fully as large, if not a larger,
share of blood than belongs to that animal, in its unmixed
form.

The prevalent colors of this breed, or family, if I may so call
it, also appear to point to an origin different, in part, from that
of the pure Cleveland Bays, which, as I have before observed,
lean to the light or yellow bay variation, while these New Eng-
landers tend, as decidedly, to the blood bay, if not to the brown
bay or pure brown.

Now these latter are especially the dray-horse colors, and
the points which I have specified above are also those, in a great
measure, of the improved dray-horse.

The cross of this blood in the present animal, if there be one,
is doubtless very remote, and whether it may have come from
a single mixture of the dray stallion, long since, or from some
half-bred imported stallion, perhaps got by a three-part tho-
roughbred and Clevelander from a dray mare, must, of course,
be doubtful. At all events, I should have little hesitation in
pronouncing that what I call the bay draught horse of Vermont
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has in its veins principally Cleveland Bay blood, with some
cross of thorough blood, one at least, directly or indirectly, of
the improved English dray-horse, and not impossibly a chance
admixture of the Suffolk.

And to bring this hypothesis, which, thus far, it must be
admitted, is in the main conjectural, to something more like fact,
we find that so long since as 1821 a Suffolk cart-horse stallion
was imported into Massachusetts by John Coffin ; that in 1825
a Cleveland Bay stallion and mare, and a London dray-horse
stallion ; and that again in 1828, another Cleveland Bay stal-
lion, with two thoroughbreds, Barefoot, the St. Leger winner,
of 1823, and Serab, who unfortunately proved impotent, were
imported into Massachusetts by the late Admiral Sir Isaac
Coflin, no less distinguished for his patriotism than for his
eccentricity and gallantry,in the British service.

I cannot, of course, pretend to assert that the race of the
animals in question are ¢pso faclo the descendants of these very
imported mares and stallions; but when one finds, in any
region or district of country, a certain stock, be it of horses or
of neat cattle, of sheep, or even of swine, strongly showing the
characteristic marks of some well-known distinctive race or
races, and then ascertains that progenitors or progenitrixes of
those very races were actually introduced into that district, for
the avowed purpose of improving the native breeds, at a period
prior to any positive notice or description of the now existing
stock, he would hardly, I think, be rash in ascribing the present
family to the intermixture of the bloods of those ancestors in a
greater or lesser degree.

This view, it must be observed, concerning the draught-horse
of Vermont, which I have ventured to term a family, is not
intended to militate against the opinions set forth above as to
the possibility of creating, by intermixture of bloods, a family
which shall reproduce itself unmixed.

No such claim has been set on foot for the Vermont draught-
horse, although something of the kind has been attempted, con-
cerning a single highly-bred branch or offset, as I regard it, of
the general stock of the region.

1 do not even mean to assert that these horses can claim any
one, or more, individual family ancestors, common to all; or
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that they have any such actual blood connection among them,
as should constitute them, in actual fact, a family.

All that I believe, or desire to put forth, is, that there now
exists a peculiar type of horse of great merit for many purposes,
over a large district of country, subdivisible into some three or
four secondary classes, modified, as I should judge, by the pos-
session of more or less blood—I mean, of more or less thorough
blood of the English or American racer—yet all showing the
characteristics of the other English families which I have named,
and, I doubt not, having derived a part of their own peculiar
merits from each one of those families.

I believe that the mares of all the various classes of this type,
from the heaviest to the lightest, are the best brood mares, by
many odds, of any one class that I have seen in America, from
which to raise stout, hardy, sound, active, and speedy stock, for
all practical purposes, to well-selected, large-sized, bony, tho-
roughbred stallions. At any time, when the stock of heavier,
larger, and slower mares appear to be becoming scarce, recourse
should be had to powerful stallions of the native stock ; not to
be joined, as sires, to weakling, under-sized, high-blooded mares,
in order to recuperate the race—for that they will not do—but
to be coupled to the finest and roomiest mares of their own class ;
from which union will probably result something with yet more
bone and less blood, in other words, coarser than either parent;
and this offspring, if a colt, when castrated, will prove a capital
team-horse ; if a filly, will be exactly what is wanted to stint to
the thoroughbred.

This is nearly what I believe to be tho history of the Morgan
horse, as it is styled, when it was in its first prime. That is to
say, I believe it to be an entirely made, or artificial, animal ;
made, probably, in a great degree, in this instance, by the pos-
sessing a small portion of one particular strain of blood.

The perpetuation of that strain by in-breeding, or by breed-
ing from sires of that race, either with cold-blooded or hot-
blooded mares, I know to be impossible, for the original strain
must go on, from generation to generation, in a scale diminuendo.

But that the same stamp of horse can again be reproduced,
and reproduced ad ¢nfinitum, by having recourse to the same
system of artificial crossing which produced it, and that many
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if not all its best qualities may be retained, or even improved,
by judicious breeding, I in no wise dispute or doubt.

I now come to the second, and, in fact, the only other, now
existing, distinct type of horse known in the United States as a
breed ; I mean the Conestoga draught-horse of Pennsylvania—the
Canadian, when found with us, is, to all intents and purposes, a
foreigner ; and is rarely, if ever, bred on this side of the line,
like sire to like dam.
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OF THE CONESTOGA HORSE.

Of this noble draught-horse, I regret to say that there is
nothing more certainly on record, than there is in relation to
the Vermont horse.

The above cut is the portrait of a fine brown Conestoga
horse, in the possession of Adams’s Express Co.; height, 16
hands and a half inch; weight, 1440 Ibs.

In appearance, he approaches far more nearly to the im-
proved light class London dray-horse, and has, in so far as I can
judge, little, if any, admixture of Cleveland Bay, and, most
emphatically, none of thorough blood.

He is a teamster, and a teamster only; but a very noble, a
very honest, and a moderately quick-working teamster. In
size and power, I have seen some of these great horses, employed
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in drawing the canal-boats down the railroad track in Market
street, Philadelphia, little if at all inferior to the dray-horses of
the best breweries and distilleries in London ; many of them
coming up, I should say, fully to the standard of seventeen or
seventeen and a half hands in height.

In color, too, they follow the dray-horses ; being more often
blood-bays, browns, and dapple-grays, than, I think, of any
other shade. The bays and browns, moreover, are frequently
dappled also on their quarters, which is decidedly a dray-horse
characteristic and beauty ; while it is, in some degree, a deroga-
tion to a horse pretending to much blood.

This peculiarity is often observable also in the larger of the
heavy Vermont dranght-horses, and I believe it is not unknown
in the light and speedy Morgans.

They have the lofty crests, shaggy volumes of mane and tail,
round buttocks, hairy fetlocks and great round feet of the dray-
horse. But they are, I should say, longer in the back, finer in
the shoulder, looser in the loin, and, perhaps, flatter in the side,
than their English antitypes.

They do not run to the unwieldy superfluity of flesh, for
which the dray-horse is unfortunately famous; they have a
lighter and livelier carriage, a better step and action, and are,
in all respects, a better traveller, more active, generally useful
and superior style of animal.

They were, for many years, before railroads took a part of
the work off their broad and honest backs, the great carriers of
produce and provision from the interior of Pennsylvania to the
seaboard or the market; and the vast white-topped wagons,
drawn by superb teams of the stately Conestogas, were a dis-
tinctive feature in the landscape of the great agricultural State.
The lighter horses of this breed were the general farm-horses
of the country, and no one, who is familiar with the agricul-
tural regions of that fine State, can fail to observe that the
farm-horses, generally, whether at the plongh or on the road,
are of considerably more bulk and bone than those of New
York, New Jersey, or the Western country.

It is probable, though I am not qualified to say how far, that
the heavy draught of the mineral wealth of the State, may, in a
measure, foster the use of a larger horse, the mule being, at
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least in those portions of Pennsylvania with which I am fami-
liar, less generally used for teaming, than farther South.

Of the Conestoga horse, although it has long been known
and distinguished by name as a separate family, nothing is posi-
tively authenticated, from the fact that such pedigrees have
never been, in the lcast degree, attended to; and, perhaps, no
less, from the different language spoken by the German farmers,
among whom this stock seems first to have obtained, and by
whom principally it has been preserved.

It is much to be feared, that it is now too late to obtain any
satisfactory data concerning this, as concerning many other
matters of much interest to the equestrian and agricultural
world ; so long a period having elapsed since the arrival of the
early settlers, that tradition is almost dumb concerning their
advent, much more the nature of their importations.

It seems to me, however, taking into consideration the thrifty
character and apparently ample means of the early German
settlers, their singular adherence to old customs and conserva-
tism of old-country ideas, most probable that they brought with
them horses and cattle, such as Wouvermans and Paul Potter
painted ; and introduced to the rich pastures of the Delaware
and the Schuylkill the same type of animals, which had be-
come famous in the similarly constituted lowlands of Flanders,
Guelderland, and the United Provinces.

So early as 1775 a stallion named “ American Dray-Horse,”
sixteen and a half hands in height, got by the ¢“Old English
Dray-Horse,” imported by Col. Francis, it is not stated out of
what mare, stood at-New Garden, in Chester county, Pennsyl-
vania; and if, a8 I am inclined to suspect, the Conestoga-horse
is descended from a mixture of the Flemish cart-horse with the
English breed, to which it bears so considerable a resemblance,
it may well be that this remote importation may be one of the
forefathers of the family, which, it is earnestly to be hoped, will
not be allowed to fall into abeyance, although the railroads
have deprived Othello of one half his occupation.

In reply to a letter, addressed by myself, to the worthy pre-
sident of the Pennsylvania Agricultural Society, who has done
so much for that State in the line of fine cattle, inquiring what
information could be afforded to me concerning the horse-in-

4
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terest of the State, and especially concerning the Conestoga
horse, I received the subjoined letter, from a gentleman, whom
he considered the most likely to assist me; in which, I pre-
sume, all is embodied, that can be now ascertained.

NEear New Provipence, Lancaster Co., Penn., June 4th, 1856.
Hon. JaxEes Gowax,
President of the Pennsylvania State Agricultural Society ;

Dear Sir—In looking over Mr. Herbert’s letter, which you
placed in my hands, requiring information, in relation to the
different stock and breeds of horses in our State, I find nothing
to which I can give any thing like a satisfactory answer, having
never paid much attention to the subject, and having no statis-
tics or records that will throw any light on it.

Having been brought up, however, in the immediate vicinity
of the Conestoga Valley, I will impart what knowledge I have
of the Conestoga horse, or horses. The valley of the Conestoga
having been originally settled by Germans, who took a great
deal of pride in keeping fine, large, fat horses, and—before rail-
roads were constructed—their large heavy teams being em-
ployed in transporting their surplus produce to market, and in
conveying merchandise from Philadelphia to Pittsburg, those
teams attracted attention and admiration, wherever they went ;
and the region, whence they came, became noted and exten-
sively known, as producing the finest horses in the country.
But there was not, I think, any distinctive, original stock to
which the appellation of Conestoga could, with propriety, be
applied. Some sixty or seventy years ago, a horse was intro-
duced in this county called the ¢ Chester County Lion,” and a
great many horses have been raised from that stock. About
the same time, or perhaps a little later, another was brought
hither called the “ English Bull,” a large, heavy, clumsy horse,
probably of Flemish stock, apparently well calculated for heavy
draft. This horse struck the fancy of our German farmers, and
that stock was extensively bred for some time; but experience
proved that they were sluggish, slow in their movements, and
incapable of performing as much service, or standing as much
hardship, as a smaller and more active breed. There have
been also several blooded or English horses brought into Cones-
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toga Valley, which, being crossed with other breeds, have pro-
duced some very fine, active, serviceable horses, and all these
have been considered Conestoga horses. I recollect a horse
that was called “Conestoga Lion,” but the name was only a
fancy of the owner, who resided in Conestoga township ; and
the horse was generally known in the neighborhood as ¢ Ste-
man’s horse ;” and, though many fine colts have been raised
from him, he had no more claim to the distinctive title of a
Conestoga horse than a hundred others.
Respectfully yours,
JonN STroHM.

It will be understood from this clear and intelligent state-
ment, which is just what such a statement should be, telling
exactly what the writer Znows and surmising nothing on proba-
bilities, that the original or early horse of this celebrated local-
ity, when it first gained its renown, was of the heavy stamp,
which, and not the more recent improved type of the same stock,
I have described above as the Conestoga horse ; and that it was
descended, in part at least, from Flemish and English dray-horse
stock. Nor is it at all impossible that the ¢ Chester-County
Lion,” spoken of, may be sprung from the loins of the dray-horses
specified heretofore, the dates seeming to corroborate the hypo-
thesis, as also the country whence he came.

Whether there was an earlier Flemish stock brought by the
Germans to that locality, or whether they merely raised the
standard and size of the horse by breeding, carefully and exclu-
sively, from the finest and largest animals, both dam and sire, is
not now a point worthy of consideration. That such judicions
and scientific breeding will produce its effect after a time, with
whatever animal, down to a Bakewell sheep or a Suffolk swine,
is an indisputable fact.

It is enough that the family is there; that it was created for
a certain purpose, and yet exists and is in demand for analogous
purposes, wherever such occur, to the present day. That from
this, as from all other strong, bony, cold-blooded stocks, highly
useful horses are raised by adopting the service of thoroughbred
gires, is merely corroborative of what I have written before, and
particularly in relation to the Vermont draft-horse. It only re-
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mains to hope, that in improving the stock by the introduction
of blood, the hreeding of mares of the original type, from parents
of size, power and shape, of the samne stock on both sides, will
not be neglected ; for it may, I think, be taken as an established
physical fact, that when the mares of any family have degene-
rated in size and bone, from being brought too nearly to oriental
blood, the stock caunot be improved, or brought back to the
original bulk and bone, retaining the game qualities of the blood,
by the use of large coarse sires. .

And this brings me to the Canadian horse, which I regard,
as in its unmixed state, and I believe very many to exist in
Canada perfectly unmixed, to be of the purest and best Norman
blood.



HISTORY

OF THE CANADIAN HORSE.

The Canadian is generally low-sized, rarely exceeding fifteen
hands, and oftener falling short of it.

The above cut is a portrait, drawn from a photograph in the
possession of Mr. Wm. T. Porter, by Mr. Fitzgibbons, of the
celebrated Canadian trotting stallion St, Lawrence, taken at
the St. Louis Agricultural Fair, in the fall of 1856. It is
thought to be a particularly good likeness, and the horse him-
self is a fine type of this peculiar breed.

His characteristics are a broad, open forehead ; ears some-
what wide apart, and not unfrequently a basin face ; the latter,
perhaps, a trace of the far remote Spanish blood, said to exist in
his veins; the origin of the improved Norman or Percheron
stock being, it is nsually believed, a cross of the Spaniard, Barb
by descent, with the vld Norman war-horse.

His crest is lofty, and his demeanor proud and courageous.
His breast is full and broad ; his shoulder strong, thongh some
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what straight and a little inclined to be heavy ; his back broad,
and his croup round, fleshy and muscular. His ribs are not,
however, so much arched, nor are they so well closed up, as his
general shape and build would lead one to expect. His legs and
feet are admirable ; the bone large and flat, and the sincws big,
and nervous as steel springs. His feet seem almost unconscious
of disease. His fetlocks are shaggy, his mane voluminous and
massive, not seldom, if untrained, falling on both sides of his
neck, and his tail abundant, both having a peculiar crimpled
wave, if I may so express mysclf, the like of which I neversaw
in any horse which had not some strain of this blood.

He cannot be called a speedy lorse in his pure state ; but he
is emphatically a quick one, an indefatigable undaunted travel-
ler, with the greatest endurance, day in and day out, allowing
him to go at his own pace, say from six to eight miles the hour,
with a horse’s load behind him, of any animal I have ever
driven. He is extremely hardy, will thrive on any thing, or al-
most on nothing; is docile, though high-spirited, remarkably
sure-footed on the worst ground, and has fine, high action,
bending his knee roundly and setting his foot squarely on the
ground.

As a farm-horse and ordinary farmer’s roadster, there is no
honester or better animal; and, as one to cross with other
breeds, whether upward by the mares to thoroughbred stallions,
or downward by the stallions to common country mares of other
breeds, he has hardly any equal.

From the upward cross, with the English or American
thoroughbred on the sire’s side, the Canadian has produced
some of the fastest trotters and the best gentleman’s road and
saddle horses in the country; and, »n the other hand, the Cana-
dian stallion, wherever he hds been introduced, as he has been
largely in the neighborhood of Skeneateles, and generally in
the western part of the State of New York, is gaining more and
more favor with the farmers, and is improving the style and
stamina of the country stock. He is said, although small him-
self in stature, to have the unusual quality of breeding up in size
with larger and loftier mares than himself, and to give the foals
his own vigor, pluck and iron constitution, with the frame and
general aspect of their dams.
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This, by the way, appears to be a characteristic of the Barb
blood above all others, and is a strong corroboration of the
legend, which attributes to him an early Andalusian strain.

THE INDIAN PONY.

The various breeds of Indian ponies found in the West, gene-
rally appear to me to be the result of a cross between the South-
ern mustang, descended from the emancipated Spanish horses
of the south-west, and the smallest type of the Canadian, the
proportions varying according to the localities in which they are
found, those farther to the south sharing more largely of the
Spanish, and those to the north of the Norman blood.

On my first visit to Canada, in 1831, I had an opportunity
of seeing great herds of these ponies, running nearly wild on the
rich meadow lands about the Grand River, belonging to the
Mohawk Indians, who had a large reservation on that river, near
the village of Brantford, which took its name, I believe, from
the chief, who was a son of the famous Brant, Thayendanagea,
of ante-revolutionary renown.

These little animals, which I do not think any of them
exceeded thirteen hands, had all the characteristics of the pure
Canadians, and, except in size, were not to be distinguished
from them. They had the same bold carriage, open counte-
nance, abundant hair, almost resembling a lion’s mane, the
same general build, and above all, the same iron feet and
legs

I hired a pair of these, I well remember, both stallions, and
they took me in a light wagon, with a heavy driver and a hundred
weight, or upwards, of baggage, over execrable roads, sixty
miles a day, for ten days in succession, without exhibiting the
slightest distress, and at the end of the journey were all ready to
set out on the same trip again.

I was new at the time in America, and was much surprised
and interested by the performance of this gallant little pair of
animals. They were perfectly matched, both in size and color,
very dark brown, and twelve hands and a half in height; and
where the road was hard and good, could spin along at nearly

nine miles in the hour. They were very merry goers.
Vou. IT.—5
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It was their wonderful sure-footedness, sagacity, and docility,
however, which most delighted me. They were driven without
blinkers or bearing reins, and where, as was often the case,
bridges seemed doubtful, the bottom of miry fords suspicious of
quagmires, or the road otherwise dangerous, they would put
down their heads to examine, try the difficulty with their feet,
and, when satisfied, would get through or over places, which
seemed utterly impracticable.

In short, I became perfectly in love with them; and, as the
price asked for them was fabulously small—considerably, if I re-
collect aright, under fifty dollars for the pair—I should certainly
have bought them, had there been any way of getting them
down from what was then almost & wilderness, though it is now
the very finest part of the province.

‘Whence this pony breed of Canadians has arisen, I am un-
able to say ; but I believe it to be almost entirely peculiar to
the Indian tribes, wherefore I am inclined to think it may have
been produced by the dwarfing process, which will arise from
hardship and privation endured generation after generation,
particularly by the young animals and the mares while heavy
in foal.

These animals had, I can say almost positively, no recent
cross of the Spanish horse; but I have seen,since that time,
ponies approaching nearly to the same type, which showed an
evident cross of the mustang; and I have seen animals called
mustangs, in which I was convinced that there was Canadian
blood.

With this, I take my leave of what I consider the last of the
families of the horse, now existing, peculiar to America; here-
after, I shall proceed to give some statistics and general infor-
mation, for which I am indebted to my friend Col. Harris of the
Ohio Cultivator, and to Messrs. A. Y. Moore and Joshua Clem-
ents of Michigan, and to Mr. J. H. Wallace of Muscatine,
Iowa, with various friends and correspondents of these gentle-
men, concerning the breeds of horses, and the general condition
of the horse interest, in the West. In none, however, of those
newly settled, but vastly thriving agricultural States, is there
any thing that can, with the least propriety, be claimed as a dis-
tinctive tamily of the horse.
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I pass, therefore, briefly to the consideration of what was,
while it existed in its purity—I fear one may now say, while it
existed, in broad terms—a truly distinct, and for its own pecu-
liar use and purpose, a most valuable, as it was a most interest-
ing, curious and beautiful variety, or species—for it seems to
me that it almost amounts to that—of the Equine Family.

THE NARRAGANSETT PACER.

This beautiful animal, which, so far as I can ascertain, has
now entirely ceased to exist, and concerning which the strang-
est legends and traditions are afloat, was, I think it may be
positively asserted, of Andalusian blood. The legends, to
which I allude, tell in two wise ; or rather, I should say, there
there are two versions of the same legend. One saying that the
original stallion, whence came the breed, was picked up at sea,
swimming for his life, no one knew whence or whither; and
was 8o carried in by his salvors to the Providence Plantations;
the other, evidently another form of the same story, stating that
the same original progenitor was discovered running wild in the
woods of Rhode Island.

The question, however, thus far seems to be put at rest by
the account of these animals given in a note to the very curious
work ¢“ America Dissected,” by the Rev’d James McSparran,
D.D., which is published as an appendix to the History of the
Church of Narragansett, by Wilkins Updike.

Dr. McSparran was sent out in April; 1721, as their mission-
ary, by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign
Parts, to that venerable church of which he was the third incum-
bent, and over which he presided thirty-seven years, generally
respected and beloved, until he departed this life, on the first
day of December, 1759, and was interred under the communion
table of the church, which he had so long served.

In his “ America Dissected ” the doctor twice mentions the
pacing horse, which was evidently at that remote date an estab-
lished breed in that province.

“To remedy this,” he says—this being the great extent of
the parishes in Virginia, of which he is at fivst speaking, and the
distances which had to be travelled to church—* to remedy this,
as the whole province, between the mountains, two hundred
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miles up, and the ses, is all a champaign, and without stones, they
have plenty of a small sort of horses, the best in the world, like
the little Scotch Galloways; and ’tis no extraordinary journey to
ride from sixty to seventy miles, or more, in a day. I have
often, but upon larger pacing horses, rode fifty, nay, sixty miles
a day, even Aere in New England, where the roads are rough,
stony, and uneven.”

And elsewhere he speaks more distinctly of the same breed.
““The produce of this colony,” Rhode Island, “is principally
butter and cheese, fat cattle, wool, and fine horses, which are
exported to all parts of English America. They are remarka-
ble for fleetness and swift pacing ; and I have seen some of them
pace a mile in a little more than two minutes, and a good deal
less than three.”

If the worthy doctor of divinity were a good judge of pace
and had a good timing watch, it would seem that the wonder-
ful time of Pocahontas was equalled, if not outdone, above a
century ago; at all events, he establishes, beyond a peradven-
ture, the existence of the family and its unequalled powers, as
well of speed as of endurance.

To the latter extract is attached the following note, which I
insert entire, with all the quotations as they stand in the origi-
nal. These are, however, somewhat confused ; so that it is not
altogether clear, at all times, who is the speaker.

“The breed of horses, called ¢ Narragansett Pacers,’ once so
celebrated for fleetness, endurance and speed, has become ex-
tinct. These horses were highly valued for the saddle, and trans-
ported the rider with great pleasantness and surencss of foot.
The pure bloods could not trot at all. Formerly, they had pace
races. Little Neck beach, in South Kingston, ot one mile in
length, was the race course. A silver tankard was the prize,
and high bets were otherwise made on speed. Some of these
prize tankards were remaining a few years ago. Traditions re-
specting the swiftness of these horses are almost incredible.
Watson, in his ¢ Historical Tales of Olden Times,” says: “In
olden time, the horses most valued were pacers, now so odious
deemed. To this end the breed was propagated with care. The
Narragansett racers were in such repute, that they were sent
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for, at much trouble and expense, by some who were choice in
their selections.

“Theaged Thomas Matlock, of Philadelphia, was passionately
fond of races in his youth—he said all genteel horses were
pacers. A trotting horse was deemed a base breed. All races
were pace races.

“Thomas Bradford, of Philadelphia, says they were run ina
circular form, making two miles for a heat. At the same time
they run straight races of a mile.

“ Mr. I. T. Hazard, in a communication, states, that ¢ within
ten years, one of my aged neighbors, Enoch Lewis, since de-
ceased, informed me that he had been to Virginia as one of the
riding boys to return a similar visit of the Virginians in that
section, in a contest on the turf; and that such visits were com-
mon with the racing sportsmen of Narragansett and Virginia
when he was a boy. Like the old English country gentlemen,
from whom they were descended, they were a horse-racing, fox-
hunting, feasting generation. ‘

“My grandfather, Gov. Robinson, introduced the famous
saddle horse, the ¢ Narragansett Pacer,” known in the last cen-
tury over all the civilized part of North America and the West
Indies, from whence they have lately been introduced into Eng-
land as a ladies’ saddle horse, under the name of the Spanish
Jenette. Governor Robinson imported the original from Anda-
lusia, in Spain, and the raising of them for' the West India mar-
ket was one of the objects of the early planters of this country.
My grandfather, Robert Hazard, raised about a hundred of them
annually, and often loaded two vessels a year with them, and
other products of his farm, which sailed direct from the South
Ferry to the West Indies, where they were in great demand.
One of the causes of the loss of that famous breed here, was the
great demand for them in Cuba, when that island began to cul-
tivate sugar extensively. The planters became suddenly rich,
and wanted the pacing horses for themselves and their wives
and daughters to ride, faster than we could supply them; and
sent an agent to this country to purchase them on such terms as
he could, but to purchase at all events.

“I have heard my father say he knew the agent very well,
and he made his home at the Rowland Brown House, at Tower

71
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Hill, where he commenced purchasing and shipping, until all
the good ones were sent off. He never let a good one escape
him. This, and the fact that they were not so well adapted for
draft as other horses, was the cause of their being neglected, and
I believe the breed is now extinet in this section.

% My father described the motion of this horse as differing
from others, in that its back bone moved through the air in a
straight line, without inclining the rider from side to side, as
the common racker or pacer of the present day. Hence it was
very easy; and, being of great power and endurance, they would
perform a journey of one hundred miles a day, without injury
to themselves or rider.

“Those kept for family use were never used in harness,
drafting stiffened their limbs. In the revolutionary war, trot-
ting horses became more valuable for teaming than pacers, and
would sell better in market, and could be easier matched. Af-
ter the war, trotters were more valuable for transportation, and
the raising of pacing horses consequently ceased. Only a few
of the country gentlemen kept them for their own use. In the
year 1800, there was only one living.

*¢ An aged lady, now living in Narragansett, in 1791, rode one
of these pacers, on a ladies’ side saddle, the first day to Plainfield,
30 miles, the next day to Hartford, 40, staid there two days,
then rode to New Haven, 40, from thence to New London 40,
and then home to Narragansett, 40 miles more. She says she
experienced no sensible fatigue.

“ Horses and the mode of travelling, like every thing else,
have undergone the change of fashion.”

The latter reasons, I presume, assigned for the extinction of
this breed, are probably the nearest to the truth ; for one would
imagine that, how great soever the Spanish demand, and how-
ever large the prices the agent might be willing to pay, there
would be some persons of sufficient foresight to retain animals
enough to support a breed, which must naturally have become
the more valuable, the greater the demand for it.

The fact seems to be, that, up to the beginning of the pre-
gent century in this country, much as it was half a century yet
farther back in England, the roads were so bad, as to be, except
in the finest weather, wholly impracticable for wheel carriages;
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and that, except on the great turnpike roads, and in the immedi-
ate vicinity of large cities, private pleasure vehicles were almost
unknown. All long journeys, at that time, with few exceptions,
and all excursions for pleasure, for ordinary business, such as
calls the rural population to the post town on market days, and
all visitings between friends and neighbors, were performed, by
both sexes, on the saddle.

At that time, there was therefore a demand, not as a matter
of pleasure or display, but as an actual necessity, for speedy, and
above all, for pleasant and easy-going saddle-horses—since to
ride a bone-setting trotter, & journey of successive days, over the
country as it then was, would have been a veritable peine forts
et dure. No horse, kept constantly at harness work, particu-
larly at farming work, can possibly be an agreeable, if even a
safe, saddle horse to ride. For the use of hanging on the collar
accustoms a horse to depend on it, as if for support, although
in truth it can afford none; and, when he cannot feel it, he is
sure to bear heavily on the hand, and is likely, if not delicately
handled, to come upon his head.

Hence persons who are particular—not to say fanciful—about
their saddle horses, never allow them to look through a collar ;
and as, when the possession of an easy-going saddle horse was
a matter of as much consideration as that of an easy-fitting shoe,
every one was particular about his riding horse, pacers, when-
ever they could be found, were more than a luxury, and almost
a necessity, to men or women, who were used to be much in the
saddle.

The expense of this was, of course, considerable, since the
pacer was useless for any other purpose; so soon, therefore,
as the roads improved, in proportion tc the improvement
of the country and the general increase of population, wheel
carriages generally came into use, and the draft horse supplant-
ed the saddle horse. At the same time, as property became
subdivided among many heirs, the fortunes of the country gen-
tlemen diminished, and, in process of time, country gentlemen,
resident on their own estates, in affluence approaching to luxury,
ceased to be.

It was soon found, that, whereas one could not have a toler-
able saddle horse, if he were allowed to work in the plough or
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draw the team, the same labor in no degree detracted from the
chaise or carriage horse.

Hence the pacer was superseded by the trotter; and the
riding horse from being an article of necessity, became one of
exclusive luxury ; to such a degree, that, until comparatively a
very recent period, when ladies again began to take up riding,
there have been very few distinctively broken riding horses,
and still fewer kept exclusively as such, in the Northern States
of America. :

Probably, there never was a country in the world, in which
there is g0 large a numerical proportion of horses to the popula-
tion, and in which the habits of the people are so little eques-
trian, as the States to the north and east of Mason and Dixon’s
line.

In a day’s journey through any of the rural districts, one
will meet, beyond a doubt, a hundred persons travelling in light
wagons, sulkies, or chaises, for five—I hardly think I should
err, if I were to say for one—on horseback.

And this unquestionably is the cause of the decline, or ra-
ther the extinction, of the pacer.

For, although there have been, since my own recollection,
pacing horses in this section of the country, professedly from
Rhode Island, and called by names implying a Narragansett ori-
gin, and although it may well be that they were from that re-
gion, and possibly from that blood, in a remote degree, they did
not pace naturally, because they were Narragansett Pacers, but
were called Narragansett Pacers because, coming somewhere
from that region of country, they paced by accident—as many
chance horses do—or, in some instances, had been taught to
pace.

It is a matter of real regret that this family has entirely dis-
appeared, and I presume without any prospect or hope of its re-
suscitation. In England, notwithstanding what Mr. Hazard
states, in the note I have quoted above, concerning the impor-
tation of these pacers, under the name of Spanish jennets, I
never saw or heard tell, having been among horses and horse-
men since my earliest childhood, of any such race of ladies’ rid-
ing horses; nor have I ever read, to the best of my memory,
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of pacers, in satire, poem, or romance, as a feature of feminine
luxury.

In Andalusia and Spain generally, I have no knowledge of
a breed of horses to which that gait is native and characteristic ;
and if it were so, all the English military and many of my own
friends and relations, in my younger days, being thoroughly
familiarized to all the Spanish provinces during the course of
the Peninsular campaigns, I could hardly have been ignorant of
the fact. Beyond which, I well remember the question being
mooted as to the actual reality of natural pacers, when, by the
mention of this particular breed of Narragansetts by Mr. Cooper,
in his “Last of the Mohicans,” they were first introduced to the
English horseman.

It would almost appear that various species of domestic
animals have their own allotted period of existence contempo-
raneous with the dates of their greatest utility ; and that when
the requirement has ceased to exist, the race itself specdily
passes away. For it would seem to require further causes than
the mere cessation of care in preserving any given species to
produce, in so short a space, the total extinction of a family, as
has been the case within the memory of man with several
varieties, both of the dog and the horse.

Of the latter I may instance the true Scottish galloway and
the Narragansett pacer, which it would seem have some claims
to be considered pure races, besides several of the coarser breeds
already noticed—the former two entirely, the others nearly,
obliterated from the list of horses now in use, or even in being.

Of the former, the pure Talbot bloodhound, the great Irish
wolf-dog, the genuine rough-haired Highland deer-hound, and
the old English mastiff, not crossed with bull, do not, it is
believed, exist at all in their original purity ; yet on many of
these much care has been expended, in the hope of perpetuating
their breeds; and efforts have been made to reproduce them
by a course of artificial breeding.

At all events, even if it were possible, as I am satisfied it is
not, to recreate these varieties of the horse, the attempt is not
likely to be made, for the age of long journeys on horseback, or
in private vehicles, has passed away for ever in the civilized
countries of the world ; and for riding horses of mere pleasure,
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speed, style, beauty, blood, and action, not an easy gait and the
maintenance of a slow pace for many successive hours or days,
are the desiderata at the present time.

With the Narragansett pacer I close my account of the dis-
tinctive families of the American horse.

I cannot be brought to believe that what is called the Mor-
gan horse is in any true sense of the word a family ; or, in plain
English, that the qualities attributed, and probably attributed
with truth, to the very useful stamp of horse, known under that
name, are derived from any one peculiar strain of blood, still less
from any one particular individual.

That one stallion, himself not a thoroughbred—or even if he
had been a thoroughbred, which isscarcely claimed for the Justin
Morgan—should be the progenitor, to the sixth generation, of
stallions, all out of inferior mares, or at best, mares of their own
precise strain of blood, possessing and transmitting the same
qualities of excellence, year after year, is an anomaly unheard
of, a pretence which has never been elsewhere put forward, and
one may say, founding the dictum on the experience of all time,
a physiological impossibility.

In another place I shall consider the Morgan horse at some
length ; for I admit that the animals so called have their merits ;
and then I shall endeavour to show what they are, and what they
are not ; but I cannot admit them to be a distinct, or even a new
family ; nor can I recommend the use of stallions of that blood
for mares of the same type, and still less for mares of higher
blood, with a view to propagating animals of the like speed,
finish or courage.

From inferior mares such sires will unquestionably produce
offspring superior to the mares, but, as certainly, inferior to
themselves ; since of whatever blood it be that gives the merit,
the offspring must have one-half less than the sire. I pass,
therefore, for the present, to a review of the origin and present
condition of the horse stock of several of the Western States,
which, with the sole exception of Vermont, are becoming daily
more and more the great horse-breeding regions of the Uwited
States, and in respect of numbers such without exception.

This review is made up of reports by most intelligent and
competent gentlemen in the several States, and their information
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may be doubtless received as authority. It will be seen, that
not a few of these doubt or deprecate the use of the Morgan and
Black Hawk stallions, to the disuse of thoroughbreds, and are
painfully sensible of the fact, that with the decline of horse-racing
proper, the race of horses must also decline. Whereof I have
much more to say hereafter.



THE HORSE STOCK

OF OHIO AND THE WEST.

Ix the early settlement of the Ohio,which was commenced near
the close of the last century and in the beginning of the
present, the original horse-stock, like the people themselves,
came from divers quarters—by far the larger portion from
Virginia and Pennsylvania, while many of the settlers of the
northern counties, known as the ¢ Connecticut Western Reserve,”
were from Connecticut and Massachusetts, and the New Eng-
land States, and also from New York.

The settlement of Ohio forms a distinct epoch in the history
of American emigration, as previously had done the settlement
of the “ Holland Purchase ” and “ Genesee Country ” in New
York, by emigrants from the north of New England. The
settlement of Ohio was the second great wave of Eastern emi-
gration towards the West, as that had been the first, and then
there was a comparative lull until the tide set for Michigan,
about the period of 1827.

Thus in writing the history of the horse in the West, we
must first name the origin of the men and the time of their
most rapid immigration, in order to get a correct clue to their
inseparable and most useful companion—the Horse. From
1815 to 1820 was the greatest tide of the New England immi-
gration, while that from Pennsylvania and Virginia to Central
and Northern Ohio, was some years earlier, by which means
the type of the original horse stock of the State was more
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generally fixed by the heavy Flemish bloods of the Dutch
farmers from Pennsylvania, and the lighter and better bred
descendants of the cavaliers from Virginia. Meanwhile Ken-
tucky had got in advance of Ohio in blood horses, and many
drafts were made upon that gallant State, which resulted in the
diffusion of some of the best blood, which now underlies what
are called the native stock of Ohio. And as from this as a
centre have gone forth the recent tides of emigration westward,
the original type of the horses of Ohio has been diffused all
over the great West, and forms the basis, which until quite
recently had not been disturbed or improved by the admixture
of any better blood, and I am sorry to say, of any better style of
breeding. For it is a notorious fact, that most of the early
settlers had no just appreciation of the superiority of a well-bred
horse over any animal called by that name, even though as
ungainly as a kangaroo, and bred downwards until they had
a8 little heart and loin as a newly dropped merino lamb.

Having thus briefly sketched the origin and identity of the
men and horses of this Trans-Alleghanian region, which gave
tone to a breadth of a thousand miles, I will now proceed to
particulars, in which it will not be necessary to include special
pedigrees, as this stock is sprung from notable animals whose
origin and performances are noted elsewhere in this work.

Of the blood stock first brought to the Scioto Valley region,
were several mares introduced from the south branch of the
Potomac, Va., by John L. Van Meter, and later the stallion
“Spread Eagle,” from the same region, bred by Abel Seymour,
and a close descendant of Gen. Cocke’s *“Spread Eagle,” of
Surry Co., Va., which was foaled in 1802, got by imported
¢ Spread Eagle,” running back through Moreton’s “ Traveller,”
to a Spanish mare. The stock of this stallion scems to have
been most diffused and esteemed, of any single horse’s ever
brought to southern Ohio. He was afterward owned by Felix
Renick, of Chillicothe, and after farther service in Ohio was
taken back to Hardin Co., Va., on account of the popularity of
his stock in that region, where he died, upon the common, at an
advanced age. Most of the blood stock of this region runs back
more or less to Sir Archy.

From the same quarter came & few of the “ Diomed ” stock,
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principally esteemed as saddle horses. Inthe adjoining vicinity
of Fairfield Co., was introduced the horse, known as * Printer,”
a longish bodied, low and very muscular animal, a breed which
old Mr. Van Meter says he knew when a boy in Virginia, and
which he says are nearly identical with the present Morgun
stock. Many of these animals were excellent quarter nags—
good in a short race, but with too little bone for the mnscle.
The oldest stallion of this strain in the country is now owned
near Lancaster, Ohio, and has won many a small purse in scrub
races.

Next to this portion of the Sciota Valley, another point
of introduction, as contributing largely to fixing the style of
the early horses in Ohio, was that part of eastern Ohio, about
Steubenville, in the vicinity of Wheeling, Va., and south-west-
ern Pennsylvania; and the horses brought in from those States
have been of far greater variety in style. The firstto be noticed,
was a large French draught-horse, called ¢ Salisbury,” from the
name of his owner, which bred well upon the heavy Flemish and
Conestoga mares of the Pennsylvania wagoners, who in that
day did the principal carrying business into Ohio from the east-
ern cities.

Another famous stallion of this region, was * Shylock,” of
medium size and a good roadster. ¢ Pirate,” by Maryland
“ Potomac,” was a smaller sized horse, and belonged to the
class of running stock. “Chilton ” was another favorite of the
¢ Childers ” strain. Then came a class of horses which were
diffused all over eastern Ohio and western Virginia, whose popu-
larity even at this day is second to none. They are the “Tuck-
ahoe,” the ¢ Hiatoga,” and the ¢ Timoleon.” These are well
knit, lively and serviceable horses. Most of the good mares in
eastern Ohio are based upon ¢ Consul” blood ; the “Eclipse”
stock is also considerably interwoven, and the kindred of ¢Sir
Archy” and ¢ Duroc.”

In northern Ohio, which received the immigration from the
North-eastern States, the horse stock was quite miscellaneous,
and showed more ill-breeding than in the two sections before
noted. They seemed to be, in too many cases, the worst scrub
breeding from run-out English and Flemish mares, showing a
great number of narrow-chested, leggy, pale, dun and sorrel
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animals, without constitution or action. Many of the first
settlers brought tolerably good teams with them, but for want
of suitable stallions, the race was not kept up.

This is a brief and general view of the horse stock of Ohio
as late as the year 1835, when the great speculative movements
of emigration from the East and immigration to the West, set the
world crazy to make money ; and, in the upheaving of business,
farm-stock took a rise with the rest. Hitherto, a few of the
best horses had been annually culled out and taken to eastern
markets ; and, as prices were not sufficient to stimulate to im-
provement, this had the cffect to sink the general character of
the stock by the early removal of the best specimens for
breeding.

About the year 1840, the Bellfounder stallion, raised by
T. T. Kissam, of New York City, foaled in 1832, was sent to
Cleveland, Ohio, by Lewis F. Allen, whence he was shortly
taken to south-western Ohio, where he stood two years.
Thence he was taken to central Ohio, where he stood long
enough to show the superiority of his stock, and in the mean
time the stock in the south-west, had shown such excellence,
that he was repurchased at $1,000 to return to Butler Co.,
where he now remains in a green old age. This stock has proved
capital for roadsters, and forms the best of the carriage and
light-harness stock in central Ohio.

Before this time, the stallion known as ¢ Kentucky Whip,”
was brought to the Sciota Valley, where he has left a fine
progeny, and died at an advanced age. In the same region,
was also introduced from Kentucky some Bertrand stock, which
did not however become permanently popular. Andsoon after-
ward, the fast boys of that region brought out some of the
Boston stock, which is very apt to turn up at this day, where
there is a call for something lively.

Gov. Allen Trimble, of Highland Co., at the time of which
we are speaking, was propagating the Eclipse stock in great
purity, and thus introduced a class of stylish carriage horses,
which were soon after still increased by the bringing into
Warren Co. of ¢ Cadmus,” the sire of the famous mare ¢ Poca-
hontas,” and also of the “ Walker Cadmus,” now owned near
Wheeling, Va. Of this, or a more lofty style, was another con-

o
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tribution in the ¢ Clay Trustee,” sired by imported ¢ Trustee,”
foaled 1845, and raised by the late Henry Clay, of Kentucky,
and brought to Ohio by John Van Pearse, of Lancaster.

In the year 1847, Messrs. Wm. H. and Jas. D. Ladd, of
Jefferson Co., Ohio, near Steubenville, brought from Vermont
an excellent Morgan stallion, ¢ Morgan Tiger,” sired by David
Hill’s «“Black Hawk,” and out of a Sherman Morgan mare.
With the exception of a Bulrush Morgan stallion, introduced
into Trumbull Co. by N. E. Austin, this was probably the first
of the Morgan stock brought west for breeding purposes.
Morgan Tiger stood in Jefferson County until the season of
1851, when he was accidentally disabled and killed. His stock
has proved among the best of that famous race, embracing
about a hundred and fifty colts, which have mostly been gold at
high prices and taken farther west. On the heels of this popu-
larity, the introduction of Morgan and Black Hawk stallions to
the west has been rapid, until there is hardly a district where
they are not to be found, though many of them are only distant
relations of the famous individuals of that breed.

The prejudices of many farmers are in favor of a larger style
of horses than the Morgans, which has led to the importation of
several animals, among which are two Normandy stallions, one
in Pickaway Co., and the other in Union, which by judicious
crossing upon the best of the Flemish mares, produces a fine
large draughtstock. Other gentlemen, desiring to keep up high
style, have brought in several famous old stallions, chief of
which are imported ¢ Monarch,” owned by Reber and Kretz, of
Fairfield Co. “ Grey Eagle,” brought from Kentucky by Messrs.
Smith, of Richland, and ¢ Bush Messenger,” from Maine, by
Messrs. Ladd, of Jefferson Co. The Sciota Valley Horse Com-
pany have also the imported “ White Hall,” standing in Ross
and Jackson Counties, and the Butler Co. Horse Company have
“ Gray Highlander ” and ¢ Victor ” from Kentucky. In north-
ern Ohio, besides the noted Morgans, “Onderdonk,” ¢ Napo-
leon,” ¢ Flying Cloud,” Eastman’s ¢ Green Mountain,” &ec., the
trotting stallion, ¢ Kennebeec,” in Trumbull Co., is owned by
L. Pelton, and the half Arabian ¢ Hassan,” got by the stallion
which the Emperor of Morocco presented to Pres. Van Buren,
and owned by Chas. Cornwell, of Salem, Columbiana Co.
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This summary mention of individuals embraces only a few
comparatively of the best representatives of the horses of the
west. Many others of like strain or blood are equally worthy
of mention, but it is not necessary at this time, as enough has
been said to give a comprehensive view of the general origin
and style of the horses of Ohio, and consequently of the States
farther west, which have received their stock through this
channel.

The present number of horses in Ohio, as returned for taxa-
tion, is about 600,000, valued at $32,000,000. The last year
has shown a falling off in the number of horses returned in the
State, but the present continued high prices must induce a more
numerous propagation.

With the advance of wealth and cultivation in the country
has come the passion for fine horses, so that a handsome turn-
out is not confined to the gentlemen of the towns and cities, but
the farmers themselves delight to appear in public with as
good teams and carriages as the most fashionable aristocrats of
the land.

The sports of the turf have hardly kept up their ancient
renown in Ohio ; trotting matches are much more common than
races, especially since the introduction of the Morgans.

The Queen City Course, at Cincinnati, the Capital City
Course, at Columbus; a course at Monroeville, in Huron Co. }
one at Hayesville, in Ashland Co., and others more or less in
disuse, are what remains of the regular stamping grounds of the
Jockey Clubs. In place of these, most of the county agricultural
societies have well graded driving rings, to which the boys re-
sort for exercising their fast stock.

Aside from the regular exhibition and trial of horses at the
agricultural fairs, it is becoming quite customary, either for the
society, or an independent one, to get up an exclusive horse
show, some time in the spring or fall, where liberal premiums
are awarded, and decided for the most part on the ground of
speed.

¥ The general introduction of carriages had nearly done away

with saddles, except in the most sparsely settled parts of the

country and with drovers ; and, in towns, it was difficult ever

to obtain a saddle horse at a livery stable, until an original idea
Vor. II.—6
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was developed by the exhibition of ladies riding at the agricul-
tural fairs, which has grown so rapidly into public favor as to
have become an institution of itself, and the most attractive
feature of the whole exhibition.

The result of this practice has been, that gentlemen cavaliers
being ashamed to be outdone in boldness and skill in the saddle
by the ladies, have taken to horse, as escorts of the fair riders;
and a taste for horsemanship once created and the facilities of
equipment at hand, there is a great demand for saddle horses,
both in town and country, and many of the best nags of this
class are in the hands of girls, who have trained them to an
admirable style of performance. The docility and obedience of
the highest spirited horses in the hands of a resolute woman is
truly wonderful. There is scarcely a courser in the country
that will not yield to a petticoat—even old Grey Eagle, that had
not felt the saddle for years, and was pronounced by his owner
impracticable, bore a woman proudly upoen his back at the Ohio
State Fair in Cleveland, in 1856. And the fiery Hassan yields
kindly to the rein of his mistress, as he bears her over the field,
like the wind, with his wide thin nostrils, flashing eyes, and tail
like a great banner in the breeze.

The contagion of this stirring example of petticoat chivalry
-in Ohio, has extended itself in all directions. Westward to
Iowa and Wisconsin, the ladies’ riding has become the feature
of the agricultural fairs. Southward to Kentucky, where modish
belles first received the idea with prudish horror, the new pas-
sion has become fully inaugurated ; and eastward, in New York,
and even in old Puritan Massachusetts and Connecticut, in this
year of grace, 1856, have the long skirts of the lady equestrians
fluttered in the astonished eyes of the sons and daughters of the
pilgrims, while they—not knowing what else better to do—have
looked on with amazed delight and finally clapped their hands
in approbation of the new heresy. The petticoats have con-
quered, as they always do. So mote it be, for ever!

8. D. HARRIS,
Ohio Cultivator.
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OF SOUTHERN OHIO.

SourHERN OHIO LuNaTIC ASYLUM, }

Davron, March 28th, 1856.
Mr. H. W. HegrBrrT.

Dear Sir,—My time is so much employed, that I find it
impossible to do full justice to your request. But I will give
you my own recollection, and as far as it goes you can rely on
it as authentic. My observation goes back to 1825, and islimited
to south-western Ohio.

The original stock of horses was brought from New Jersey,
Long Island, Virginia and Maryland. About 1825 some good
stallions were brought into Ohio, but we have no authentic
date of any good brood mares having been introduced.

None were imported from England with undoubted pedi-
grees, prior to 1825.

Among the early importations of horses from the old States,
the first exerting a decided influence upon our stock, was one
Blossom thoroughbred stallion from New Jersey, by Mr. R.
Phillips.

In 1825, Mr. William P. Strader brought from New Jersey
two fine stallions, Defiance, by Ball’s Florizel, out of Miss
Dance ; she by Roe Buck, &c., and Flag of Truce by Sir Sol-
omon.

About the same time several stallions were brought from
Kentucky into western Ohio. They were by Cook & Black-
burn’s Whip ; he by imported Whip.
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A few years later, about 1827, a fine stallion, by imported
Expedition, was brought from New Jersey, and about the same
time the Messenger and Imported Diomed stock were also intro-
duced. These horses stood in a part of Warren County called
the ¢ Jersey Settlement,” and their influence is still very mark-
ed in horses for all work.

The farmers of the ¢ Jersey Settlement” are owners of the
best stock in this part of the State.

In 1829 or 1830, Governors McArthur and Trumbull brought
from Virginia some fine thoroughbred stock, descendants of old
Sir Archie and the Medleys, the best of Virginia blood. With
this importation was a lot of fine brood mares .and the stallion
Tariff, by Sir Archie, out of Bet Bounce; she by imported Sir
Harry, &ec.

These gentlemen, McArthur and Trumbull established a large
stock farm for raising thoroughbreds in Ross Co., near Chilli-
cothe. The influence of that importation was very great, and is
still apparent in that region.

About the year 1831, Mr. M. Beach brought from New
Jersey and Long Island several fine horses and brood mares.
Among them, the Orphan Boy out of Maid of the Oaks by
Spread Eagle, &c. The Admiral, by imported Barefoot, and
several fine brood mares and colts from the stock farm of Messrs.
Bathgate and Purdy, New York.

These stallions, Orphan Boy and Admiral, stood in Hamil-
ton, Butler, Warren and Montgomery Counties. Their influ-
ence for roadsters and all work is still to be seen.

About the same time, Mr. David Buchanan introduced some
fine thoroughbred stock from Kentucky, descendants of old Sir
Archie, and some of the most noted of his get, such as Ber-
tramn’s, Kosciusko’s, Whipster’s, Whip’s, Hambletonian’s, and
Spread Eagle’s. Their influence is also apparent among road-
sters, hacks, &ec.

In 1832, Mr. John Garner brought to this section the stal-
lion Robert Burns, by Stockholder, standing for a number of
years in this and adjoining counties south, producing a very
durable stock. Many of his get however were affected with
string-halt, as was the sire.

In the same year, Mr. Peter Voorhees brought from Ken-
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tucky a brown horse, Friendly Tiger, descendant of Cook &
Blackman’s Whip. This stock for ¢ all work” had no superior,
and were particularly valuable for coach horses.

Cadmus, by American Eclipse, out of Die Vernon, she by
Florizel and Washington, by Timoleon out of Ariadne, she by
imported Citizen, were imported from the old States in 1838.
‘Washington stood in Dayton two seasons, getting some of the
finest stock we have. :

In 1839, Capt. Riley’s imported Barb horse Mayzube, was
brought to Ohio. Some of his get were very durable, tough,
hardy horses, as farm horses and roadsters.

In 1840, Civil John by Tariff, the son of Sir Archie, &ec.,
out of Mary Haxhall by Haxhall’'s Moses, &c. Good stock.
Also a Medoc horse brought from Kentucky.

In 1842 or 1843, Mr. William V. Barkalow, of Franklin, War-
ren Co., introduced Com. Stockton’s imported horse Langford,
also ten or twelve fine brood mares and fillies, and established a
stock farm in the “ Jersey Settlement.” Among the mares,
both native and imported, were of the former Miss Mattie and
Caroline by Eclipse. These were of the best. The get of
Langford and Eclipse mares constitute decidedly the best cross
we have, all large, fine, good temper, gentle and kind, and of
the most durable. We have at present very few well authenti-
cated pedigrees of brood mares in Western Ohio; the cause is
negligence, very little attention being given to the Register.
Also in 1842, the famous old horse Bellfounder, not more than
a half bred, if that, took up his quarters in Butler Co. His get
are large, moderate trotters, looked upon as good coach horses,
of early maturity, doing their best at 4 and 5 years and old
horses at 7 and 8. Also, the half bred Archie Lightfoot, from
Kentucky, son of Archie of Transport; getting fine, large coach
horses, early maturity—bays mostly—not lasting.

In 1845 and 1846, two fine thoroughbred Kentncky horses,
Gazan and Marco, bred by Doctor Warfield, Lexington, Ky.,
both got by his famous horse Sir Leslie, son of Sir William, he
by Sir Archie, made three or four seasons in south-west Ohio.
The stock is stylish, superior quality ; both of the horses are now
in Western Illinois and are greatly prized for their produce.
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Young Cadmus by Cadmus, he by Eclipse, dam by Sumpter,
son of Sir Archie, was bred in Warren Co.

This horse is the sire of the famous pacing mare Pocahontas,
now owned on Long Island. She was raised in this region.
Many of Young Cadmus’s get are of the best we have. A
stock farm in an adjoining county has some fine stock, some of
them probably thoroughbred, but I am unable to give their
pedigrees.

There is a stock farm being established in Fairfield County,
east of us. They have purchased of Mr. Lewis G. Morris, of
Mount Fordham, N. Y., the celebrated imported horse Mon-
arch, also Fashion, and some others.

A trotting stallion, Cassius M. Clay, stood in Cincinnati in
1855, but I know nothing of his stock.

White Hall, a Messenger horse, was at Chillicothe, and a
horse called Highlander, in Butler Co., both doubtful.

There has been recently introduced in this region a small,
and I believe, very indifferent horse, claiming to come from
Vermont, and by the famous old Justice Morgan. These hor-
ses, Morgans of to-day, all that I have seen are very unprepos-
sessing. Square sheulders, short body, head and limbs, scrubby,
not suited for any thing—badly gotten up and bogus stock in
gencral.

Road horses for ¢ all work ” are mostly the produce of early .
importations from the old States of New York, New Jersey,
Maryland and Virginia. The very best are the descendants of
imported Messenger, imported Diomed, and imported Expedi-
tion.

Draught horses are mostly of the old Pennsylvania stock,
large and strong, built something like an elephant and will do
as much in proportion.

As early ‘as 1825, we had a few race courses. Annual fall
meetings were held at Cincinnati, Chillicothe, Dayton and Ham-
ilton. The number of race courses increased considerably up
to 1838. Since then the races have been published in the ¢ Spi-
rit.” In the fall of 1838, the Buckeye Course, near Cincinnati,
was established, regular meetings were held, and sport fine.
The contending horses, mostly from Kentucky, were Roanoke,
Bertrand, Archie, Muckle Johns, Woodpeckers, &c. About



RACE-COURSES IN OHIO. 87

the same time the Chillicothe course opened anew ; the reports
were published, which can be seen by reference to the ¢ Spirit.”
There were at that time about 15 regular race courses in the
State. ’

Meetings were held at Columbus and Dayton every fall, and
racing was continued over these courses until 1846. There were
also some additions of new courses in the northern part of the
State. In 1846, however, it all died away, and has never been
revived.

The action of our wise Legislature has done this; there is
not a single course in Ohio, where regular meetings are held
for turf racing. There have been a few trotting matches. The
Queen City course belongs to Ohio but is situated in Kentucky,
it is the only show we have. The interest that was becom-
ing so prominent in the raising of dlood stock, has subsided, and
with that of course our stock must depreciate.

In the eastern and north-eastern part of the State there have
been a few trotting meetings, but I can say nothing about them.

I regret that I am unable, for want of time, to send you a
more complete history. This as it is, I most cheerfully furnish,
and wish you much success for your commendable undertaking.

Believe me, sir,
Very respectfully yours,
JOSHUA CLEMENTS.
To H. W. Hersert, Newark, N. J.



THE HORSE STOCK

OF MICHIGAN.

ScrooLcrarr, April 9th, 1856.
Henry Wu. Hereerr, Esq., Newark, N. J.

Dear Sir,—I1 have delayed writing you much longer than I
had anticipated, owing to not having received some letters that
I considered important. Perhaps those to whom I applied have
thought it too much trouble to give the details of my inquiry,
therefore I am obliged to answer your inquiries much less per-
fectly than I would desire, not having an extensive knowledge
on the subject. Some of my own views I will set forth, and
enclose the letters of a few other gentlemen for your perusal.

The original stock of horses in this State may be considered
what we call the Indian pony—a very inferior race of animals.
Yet occasionally one, in the hands of the French settlers of
ancient date, would turn out an exceedingly fast pacer, or per-
haps fast trotter, but not to equal the time now given of trotters
of character. The introduction of horses from the States of New
York and Vermont, has been a great improvement; those
from the latter State have been of recent importation, com-
paratively speaking ; they are of the Morgan and Black Hawk
stock, now becoming quite celebrated as roadsters and fast
trotters. At an early day, Gov. Porter introduced some fine
blood stock from Pennsylvania, Lexington and Kippalo as stal-
lions. The pedigree of the former I have not. The latter were
got by John Richards, he by Sir Archy. I had one of the
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Kippalo stock, who was a horse of great bottom as a traveller,
and a hardy work horse, but rathersmall. ¢ Bay Roman,” kept
in our State for several years, a thoroughbred, got some good
colts, but too small, except for the saddle ; they were tough,
durable horses, but did not become celebrated in consequence
of lack of size. Infact, we have not yet had a thoroughbred
here that has produced the desirable size for the popular uses of
this State; yet no very superior horse has been produced that
was not from good blood of pretty high grade.

Some of the stock of old American Eclipse has been kept in
the State, and these prove excellent horses for business, having
fine action and endurance. I have had two stallions of that
breed myself, one a son of the old horse, the other a great-
grandson. The latter was called Bucephalus, and was the most
perfect horse that I ever saw; nor did I ever hear a person say
that they had ever seen a horse so perfectly beautiful. e was
got by Eclipse 3d, he by Long’s Eclipse, and he by American
Eclipse. The dam of Bucephalus was got by Florizel. Bucephalus
was a horse of great bottom, and could run his mile in 1.56,
and keep it up for four miles. He was taken to California by
my son, and there died at the age of 11 years. I have five
filly foals, all from high blood mares, they are not only fast run-
ners, but are excellent trotters. No stock of horses has ever
been introduced into this section of the State possessing so much
bottom, style and gaiety as these colts from Bucephalus, yet un-
fortunately they are too small for high prices to those unacquaint-
ed with their superior qualities.  Post Boy,” by Sir Henry, that
matched John Bascombe some years since for $20,000 a side, was
brought to Lenawee County in this State, some four years since ;
he was then 21 years old. What his success has been as a stock
horse I have not been able to learn; but if put to good mares
must undoubtedly have been good. He is a very superior horse,
of good size, and at Long Island was onc of the best runners of
his day. There are many good horses in the State called the
Bacchus stock, got by Old Bacchus of Ohio, owned by Cone, who
was shot at a race-track, a noted horseracer of that State.
They are the fastest horses for short races that have ever been
in our State, not large generally, but very strong and muscular.
1 have the largest one, a stallion, that I ever saw, full-16 hands

11
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high, weighing about 1,300, ran fast for his size, a four-minute
trotter, and the best farm-horse that I ever owned. My neigh-
bor, Mr. Armstrong, owns the horse well-known in this State as
John Bacchus, as good & half-mile horse as I ever saw; his dam
was “Printer.” ¢“Telegraph,” owned by John Hamilton, of
Flint, Mich., is a full brother to John Bacchus, and said to be
equally fast. It is said they can run eighty rods in 27 seconds.
I cannot vouch for that, but believe it to be, at least, very nearly
correct. The Bacchus horsesgenerally are road-horses, draught-
horses and running-horses combined, and I believe, if trained,
will make fast trotters. Some Morgan horses from Vermont
were introduced into Kalamazoo County some ten years since,
fine in their style and action, but too much of the pony order to
have been a real benefit to the country. The colts were small,
except where crossed to very large mares. Since that time a good
many have been brought into the State of larger size, mostly
from the Black Hawk part of the family, and very fine trotters,
some quite superior, of which I will speak again. H. R. Andrews,
Esq., of Detroit, and Dr. Jeffries, of Dexter, Washtenaw, have
got some very fine stock and thoroughbreds. “ Bob Letcher,”
of Lexington, Ky., was a very favorite horse of theirs, and died
last summer ; he doubtless will leave some good stock. For the
balance of the stock and performance, I refer you to Dr. Jeffries’
letter herewith enclosed. I will say, however, that I have seen
the stock of Mr. Andrews and Dr. Jeffries, and consider it of the
most superior class of thoroughbreds—especially Madeline ; being
very fine, and above 16 hands high, and every way well pro-
portioned. I believe her, in reality, the best blood mare that 1
ever saw. Within the last two years, a number of very superior
trotting horses of the Black Hawk stock have been brought into
the State, and Coldwater, Branch Co., appears to have the
best. Mr. A. C. Fisk, of that place, has Leen the importer of
three, which I will name. The first horse is now owned by
Messrs. F. V. Smith and J. B. Crippen, of Coldwater, called
Green Mountain Black Hawk ; he was got by Sherman Black
Hawk, exhibited at the National Fair at Boston, and was next
to Ethan Allen in speed—2.35. Green Mountain Black Hawk
is now coming 6 years old, nearly 16 hands high, ana weighs
in good condition very nearly 1,200, and can trot in less than
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3 minutes considerably. His colts are very fine and uniform in
their appearance ; he bids fair to be No. 1 of this State, if not of
the nation. The next importation of Mr. Fisk, was Vermont
Hero, half-brother to the above-mentioned horse, the sire being
the same; a larger horse, and perhaps as fast—but this is not
known, they never having been tried together—every way well
formed, but does not show quite so much style forward. The
third importation of Mr. Fisk appears to be his favorite. He is
called Black Prince, got by Old Black Hawk, and a fast trotter ;
a little smaller, but very handsome. Dr. Hayes notes a black
horse of his that is a good horse ; took second premiym at our
State fair, and bids fair to be a valuable stock horse. William
Johnston, of Marshall, also has a good trotting horse, called
* Black Tiger,” of some Morgan blood. I perhaps have said
more in this confused manner, than can be well understood. I
will now speak of some of the horsemen in this State, and their
success. Eben Adams, of Adrian, perhaps, stands first as a
horse-dealer, to make it pay. He matches horses, trains trot-
ters, and sclls at high prices, as his letter will show, herewith
enclosed. H. R. Andrews, of Detroit, has good blood stock,
and is a good judge of horses generally. Dr. Jeffries also is a
good judge. Dr. Hayes, of Marshall, is one of the best trainers
“of trotting horses, to get them ready for market. F. V. Smith,
of Coldwater, has a peculiar faculty to see an animal, and for his
practice is a first-rate horseman. My friend, J. Starkweather,
of Ypsilanti, is a good horseman, trains horses, and sells at high
prices. There are many more in the State, too many, indeed, to
mention, of the same capacity. There are but few farmers that
have made it much of a business to raise horses, and as a gene-
ral thing we have bought more than we have sold ; but the time
has now come when great attention will be given to raising fine
trotting horses. Michigan fecls capable of producing as good
horses as Vermont, by breeding from the Black Hawks and
Morgans. The thoroughbred turt-horsc is esteemed very highly
by some, and I am one amongst the number; but I think to
cross them with the Black Hawk stock will produce the best
trotters. I have been a breeder of blood horses myself, perhaps
more extensively than any one in the State, having numbered
as high as 48 at one time ; am now reduced down to 12, and in-
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tend to make the blood cattle something of a business hereafter,
as well as fine horses.

I will give you a list of stallions now owned and kept in the
State, which I consider very superior horses.

“ Green Mountain Black Hawk ” will be six years old in
July, is a beautiful golden chestnut, 16 hands high, and weighs
over 1,100 1bs. ; was bred in Addison Co., Vermont, and got
Sherman Black Hawk—who trotted at the National Show in
Boston, last fall, in 2.35—he by Hill’s Black Ilawk, who was by
Sherman Morgan; he by the original, or Justin Morgan, by
True Britton ; by Moreton’s Traveller, imported ;* he by the
celebrated O'Kelly, or English Eclipse, &c.; Justin Morgan’s
dam was by Diamond ; he by the Church Horse; he by im-
ported Wild Air. The dam of Black Hawk was a large black
mare from Lofty by Wild Air; Grand dam Doll by Wild Air;
she was a fast trotter. The dam of Sherman Morgan was im-
ported, and a fast trotter. Sherman Black Hawk’s dam was from
Messenger, Leonidas, and Bellfounder. The dam of Green
Mountain Black Hawk was got by Gifford Morgan; he by
Burbank, who was the original or Justin Morgan; grand dam,
a Morgan mare, supposed to be by Sherman Morgan.

It will be seen by the above pedigree, that Green Mountain
Black Hawk possesses the orginal Morgan blood, in such purity
as is seldon found at the present day, and descended through
two of his best sons, “Sherman” and ¢ Burbank.”

He combines size, style, beauty, speed and action, in perfec-
tion—very rarely found in onec horse. Among his ancestors are
numbered the best trotting stallions ever known. Ile can trota
mile under three minutes.

“ Vermont Hero.”—DBlack ; sired by the same horse; dam,
a Hamiltonian mare ; fast trotter and of large size; owned by
A. C. Fisk, Coldwater.

“ Black Prince.”—Black; got by Old Black Hawk ; fast
trotter ; mediumn size; stands at $25 the season; owned by
A. C. Fisk, Coldwater.

* This pedigree as given, which I omit, is all erroneous. Moreton's Traveller
was by Partner, dam by Bloody Buttocks. See Catalogue of Stallions.
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“ Green Mountain Boy.”—Livingston Co. See Dr. Jeffries’
letter.

A five-year-old colt of the ¢ North Horse,” at Lansing, a
very superior horse in beauty, style and action. Name of owner
and horse not known. .

Mr. Starkweather, in his letter, speaks of two good horses of
that breed in Washtenaw Co. I have heard, from a different
source, that they are very good.

“ Billy Boston.”—Owned by H. R. Andrews, Detroit, and
Dr. Jeffries, Dexter. See Dr. J.’s letter.

“John Bacchus.”—Bay ; 153 hands high ; very muscular;
fast runner. Sire, Cone’s Old Bacchus. Dam, Old Nell, by
Printer.

¢ Telegraph.”—Full brother to John Bacchus, and larger;
fine and fast ; owned by John Hamilton, Flint, Mich.

“ Black Eagle.”—Black ; owned by Dr. Hayes, of Marshall.
See his letter; good trotter and fine horse.

“ Black Tiger.”—Black ; good size ; pretty fast trotter ; some
Morgan blood ; owned by Wm. Johnson Marshall.

There are three Morgan horses at Kalamazoo, brought from
Vermont, good travellers ; medium size ; owned by a company
and individuals.

“0ld Post Boy.”—Thoroughbred ; chestnut; by Sir Henry,
he by Sir Archy, his dam by Diomed, grand dam by Bel-Air,
Postboy’s dam ; Garland by Duroc; grand dam, Young Dam-
gel ; g. g. d. Miller’s Damsel, the dam of Eclipse.

“ Abdallah Chief.”—Sired by Old Abdallah; chestnut; a
fast trotter ; large, being 16§ hands high; weighs 1,2001bs.; a
good horse; owned by a company. In charge of J. Parish, at
the race-course, Detroit.

At Detroit there is an established race-course, which has
been kept under the direction, principally, of Mr. J. Parish;
some excellent running and trotting has been performed there.

At Adrian there is a race-track, more for the purpose of
training than for general racing.

At Coldwater, the horsemen have a private race-track to train
upon ; no pablic racing allowed, but occasionally a match race
or trot.
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At Kalamazoo there is a race-course of two-thirds of a mile,
with petty races occasionally ; kept mostly for training.
At Marshall there was one, but it has not been kept up for
the last year; also one
At Jackson, which has shared the same fate.
Yours, &ec. &c.,
A. Y. Moork.

GRAND Rarips, February 29th, 1856.
A. Y. Moore, Esq.

Dear Sir,—Your favor of yesterday is received. I am
sorry that I can impart so little information from this section of
our State which will be of any moment to Mr. Herbert. You
are aware that we do not raise any thing like horses enongh
here to supply the local demand. Hundreds of horses are
bronght to this place every year for sale from Ohio, Indiana,
Illinois and southern Michigan. We have now at work daily in
our streets two Morgan horses, which are known to be over
380 years old, and they are still hale and vigorous. They were
brought from Vermont. We have also several Messenger
horses, which were brought here at an early day, and althongh
they have attained a great age, they still retain their vigor, and
plainly show the distinctive characteristics of the Messengers.
Most of our stallions have been raised here, although we have a
few which have been brought from New York and Ohio. We
have no thoroughbred horses in this part of the State, and but
few stallions whose owners can show a well authenticated pedi-
gree. The only breed of hors<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>