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CHARLES ELIOT

CHAPTER 1
INHERITANCES

He hears his daughter’s voioe,
Singing in the village chor,
And it makes his heart rejoice.
It sounds to him like her mother’s voice,
Singing in Paradise!
LONGFRLLOW.

CrarLEs ELIOT was born in Cambridge, Massachusetts,
on the 1st of November, 1859. His father was Charles Wil-
liam Eliot, at that time Assistant Professor of Mathematics
and Chemistry in Harvard College; his mother was Ellen
Derby (Peabody) Eliot, daughter of Ephraim Peabody, min-
ister of King’s Chapel, Boston (1845-1856), and Mary Jane
(Derby) Peabody. His father came from a line of Boston
Eliots who for several generations had been serviceable and
influential people, and on the maternal side from a line of
Lymans who in three successive generations had lived at
Northampton, Mass., York, Maine, and Waltham, Mass.,
and had been useful and successful in life. On his mother’s
side, his grandfather Peabody (Bowdoin College, A. B.,
1827), son of a blacksmith at Wilton, N. H., was a man of
keen insight, lofty character, and much poetic feeling ; while
his grandmother was a Salem Derby, at a time when that
family had acquired in world-wide commerce a wealth con-
siderable in those days, — the first quarter of the XIXth
centary. His father and mother, and all four of his grand-
parents, were carefully educated persons; and among his
progenitors were several men who had been rich in their
generation, able to support considerable establishments, and
to give their children every accessible advantage.

1 The quotations at the heads of chaptersare taken from Charles’s com-
monplace books, or from poems he knew by heart.
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It is altogether probable that Charles Eliot’s tastes for
out-of-door nature and art were in part inherited, for some
of his ancestors manifested in their day dispositions and lik-
ings to which his were akin. Among the Trustees of the
Massachusetts Society for Promoting Agriculture, a public-
spirited body established in 1792, appear his great-grand-
father Theodore Lyman, his great-uncle George % Lyman,
and his great-great-grandfather Elias Hasket Derby; while
among the earliest members of the Massachusetts Horticul-
tural Society, which was founded in 1829, appear E. Hersey
Derby, of Salem, his grandmother Peabody’s uncle, and
John Derby, her father, Theodore Lyman, l{is great-uncle,
and Samuel Atkins Eliot, his grandfather. Theodore Lyman
of Waltham created one of the handsomest country-seats
in New England; E. Hersey Derby introduced and tried
various breeds of cattle, sheep, and swine, and different
kinds of crops, hedges, trees, and shrubs from foreign parts
on his beautiful estate at Salem,! and Samuel A. Eliot was
one of the first citizens of Boston to build a house at the
seaside (Nahant) for summer occupation. In 1825 this
same Eliot, Charles’s grandfather, planted the greater part
of what has since been known in Bambridge as the Norton
Woods. Samuel A. Eliot’s sister Catherine having married
Professor Andrews Norton, her father provided a handsome
residence for the newly married pair, and her brother Sam-
uel, who had just returned from a European tour, was allowed
to improve both the house and the grounds. More than
thirty years afterwards he himself passed a summer with his.
family in this sister’s house, and wrote as follows to her
about the result of his efforts: “Being here has reminded
me of the part I had in making it a fit residence for you ;
and the vision of the old house fronting the wrong way, and
with its awkward, bare, comfortless look, has come up to me
strongly several times since I have been here; and I find it
hard to recollect how it used to look, without the trees of the
avenue and circle, which are now so beautiful, and with a
garden full of apple-trees (of which I see some still remain),
and without the pines which make so capital a screen on the
north and west. My visions of improvement have been
largely fulfilled.” When in after years Charles was invited

1 Mr. Derby’s house was a very hospitable one. There descended to-
the next generation a tablecloth of his which was eight yards long. His
collection of books on rural architecture descended to his grandnephew,.
Robert S. Peabody, architect.
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to write accounts of some of the finest American country-seats
for the weekly publication called “ Garden and Forest,” it
turned out that of the six places in different parts of the
country which he described, one had been created and an-
other occupied by his kindred.

His training in drawing and sketching began earli. His
grandmother %’eabody had all her life been in the habit of
nsing her pencil, and her two daughters and one of her sons
inherited, or imitated, this habit. Charles’s mother and her
sister Anna used both pencil and brush for pleasure; and
they and their mother set Charles drawing and painting at a
tender age.

« Charley is making us a little visit just now. Mamma
(grandmother Peabody] devotes herself [to him]. They
paint from the same picture pattern, and write letters at the
same time.” . . . (From a note by aunt Anna H. Peabody.)

His childhood was different from that of most American
children, in that he had spent nearly three years in Euro
before he was ten years old. From the middle of 1868
to the middle of 1865 his father and mother and their two
little boys were in Europe for the professional improvement
of his father; and the family were again in Europe from
June, 1867, to June, 1868, on account of the ill-health of his
mother. During these two periods Charles saw many of the
most interesting cities, and much of the most beautiful scenery
in Europe. He spent the greater part of one summer in
Switzerland, and of another in rural England ; and he played
in Regent’s Park, St. James Park, and Hyde Park, London,
on the Champs Elysées in Paris, in the Boboli Gardens at
Florence, along the Philosopher’s Path at Heidelberg, on the
Fincian Hill at Rome, and the Hautes Plantes at Pau. The
whole family enjoyed visiting collections of animals ; so that
the boys became acquainted with the principal zoological
gardens in Europe, and found in them stores of delight. In
all this foreign residence and travel Charles showed a good
sense of locality, a decided fondness for maps, and great
enjoyment of scenery. His mother had the keenest enjoy-
ment in travel, and Charles from childhood felt the same
pleasurable excitement in change of scene, and in the sight
of natural beauty. In 1855, at the age of nineteen, Ellen
Derby Peabody spent a week at Niagara Falls in company
with some older friends, and this is the way in which she de-
scribed her enjoyment of it: “1 am so happy, and am enjoy-
ing it so very, very much that I cannot help writing on and
on to tell you about it. I don’t believe anybody ever enjoyed
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anything more in the world.” Thirty-one years afterwards
her son Charles, at the age of twenty-seven, wrote thus to his
father from Florence, — he had been spending a month along
the Riviera: “I have never been quite so iappy as I have
been this past month. I have been simply revelling in the
beauty of this fair land. I think my inadequate journal must
have in it some signs of my great pleasure ; and now that I am
come to the city of all others where are works of man which
artake of the loveliness of nature, — my heart is more than
ull and I am extravagantly happy.”

His mother’s delight in beautiful scenery found expression
in her letters whenever she was away from home. us, in
June, 1858, when she was just twenty-two, she paid a visit
with her sister Anna to some friends of her father and
mother, who lived at Irvington on the Hudson ; and this is
her description of the place: “ We arrived at this beauti-
ful place just in time to be welcomed by a most glorious
sunset. The river and the hills were aﬁ lighted up with
glowing colors, and the birds were singing their loudest. It
18 a very pretty stone house with piazzas and pointed win-
dows, and vines climbing all about it, and trees all around,
and a garden filled with roses, and certainly as beautiful
views of the river in every direction as one could well wish
for. It stands very high, but it is nestled in among the trees
8o cosily, and if ever there was a happy family, it certainly is
here. . . . Such a morning as we waked up to! I would not
undertake to describe to you all the beauties we saw from our
window. Such an air, and such a sky! The white sails
glancing in the fresh new light, the river lying so still and
calm, and the Palisades lighted up far down the shore with
morning sunshine !” (From a letter written by Ellen Derby
Peabody to Charles W. Eliot, to whom she had become
en two months before.)

n March, 1869, his mother died at the age of thirty-three,
and soon after his father was chosen President of Harvard
University. In September, 1869, Charles returned to Cam-
bridge with his father and younger brother, and the Presi-
dent’s House on Quincy Street was thereafter his home until
1891. From June, 1867, to September, 1869, grandmother
Peabody and aunt Anna had made one household with the
Eliots, and exercised a strong and precious influence on the
two little boys. The summer of 1868 was spent in Brookline,
that of 1869 at Chestnut Hill, and .that of 1870 on Pond
Street, Jamaica Plain. Wherever the family lived, Charles
roamed the country roundabout, and learnt it by heart.




CHAPTER II
GENERAL EDUCATION

Many gardeners assume that before beginning their plantings they
must dig up everything that Nature has nursed up ; whereas experi-
ence proves that they would accomplish their ends much sooner and
better, if they should try to second Nature by making slight changes
here and careful additions there. — HIRSCHFELD.

As soon as the family was again settled in Cambridge,
Charles began to go to school regularly, which had hugl;
been possible before. He began Latin just before he was ten
years old, and in general followed the usual course of prepa-
ration for admission to Harvard College. The languages,
except English, were a trial to him, and for mathematics he
had no special aptitude; but he patiently accomplished that
amount of work in those subjects' which was then considered
necessary. History was interesting to him; and from the
first, even before he could use a pen himself, he showed an
unusual capacity for making a clear and concise statement of
facts, or giving an accurate description. Here is a short note
which he dictated to his mother for his aunt Anna when he
was five years old. The dear aunt had been travelling .with
the Eliot family in Europe during the summer, and had
returned to America. “ DEAR AUNT ANNA: I love you very
much. Papa tells me to look at all the donkeys’ and cows’
and horses’ tails, and see if they are just alike, or not. We
have got a new lamp, and it is tin, and papa tells me all
about how it is made. On my birthday morning I found
it very hard to bave to sit in my chair and eat my breakfast,
because 1 wanted so to get down, and play with my new
things. Here is a little kiss for Aunty Xnna-—o. have
made a windmill for you like what we have seen in the cars.
Good-by, dear Aunty Anna —I think every night about you,
and wonder how you are getting along — CHARLEY.”

Both Charles and his brother Samuel began early to com-
mit to memory hymns and other short poems; and their
parents took pains that the poetry they learnt should be worth
remembering. Before Charles was fifteen years of age he
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had in his mind a considerable store of excellent verse, which
probably affected favorably his own style in writing English,
and certainly heightened his appreciation of rhythm, melody,
and poetic imagination. In a note which Charles wrote to
his aunt Anna in December, 1869, when he was ten years
old, he says: “I have just learned ¢The Village Black-
smith’ and ¢The Rain’ from Longfellow, and I am going
to learn ¢ How They Brought the Good News from Ghent to
Aix’ from Browning.” They both learnt early Bryant’s ¢ To
a Water-Fowl ” and “Not in the solitude alone may man
commune with Heaven ;” and these two poems continued to
express for Charles through all his life much of his own phi-
losophy and religion. e first entry in the commonp
book which he began when he was seventeen years old, except
a sort of dedication taken from Chaucer, is Sir Henry
Wotton’s hymn, “ How happy is he born or taught,” which
he had learnt when a little boy.

The following ‘ composition,” written February 19, 1870,
at the school kept by Miss Sarah Harte Page, further illus-
trates his early tendency to exact observation and descrip-
tion : —

SNOW, ITS USES, AND THE SPORTS IT GIVES US.

Snow is solid water. Some times it falls six inches thick,
and then it makes a warm blanket for the earth. It is good
for sledding heavy things, like stone, and timber, and great
logs out of the woods. The Esquimaux build their houses
of it. Boys can make a great many things of it. They can
build forts, and make snow-balls. This winter with Sam’s
help I built a snow-man; but just as it was finished, it
tumbled over and broke all to pieces. I like to coast very
much ; it is good fun to slide so fast over the frozen snow.
We also built a fort; it was on the bank of our house,
and was higher than my head, and was very thick indeed.
It lasted longer than any of the other snow. This last snow
we tried to build another fort, but when the rain came it got
beaten all down. It was square, and its walls were about a
foot and a half thick ; it was made of lumps of snow all plas-
tered together. I like to see the snow-plough making paths
through the snow. The deeper the snow is the more men
must stand on the plough to press it down.
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Another composition, written January 21, 1870, shows how
early his predilections for history and natural history were
- declared : —

A COMPOSITION ABOUT THE BOOKS I LIKE TO READ BEST.

I like to read the Child’s History of the United States
very much ; it is in three volumes, the first is about the dis-
covery of America, and how it was settled, the second is about
the war of the Revolution, and the third about the Rebellion.
It has plans and pictures of the battles, and is very inter-
esting. I also like the Natural History of Animals by Rev.
J. G. Wood ; it is illustrated, and tells the habits, color, and
country where they live, of all the animals in the world, I
should think. There are acoounts of adventures men have
bhad with wild beasts, and a great many stories. Robinson
Crusoe is another book I like — how he was wrecked on a
desert island, and fought the savages, and how he did not get
home for a great many years. It is very exciting. There is
one more book that I like very much, and that is Frothing-
ham’s Siege of Boston; it has accounts of the battles of
Lexington, Concord, and Bunker Hill. I have a great many
other books, but the ones I have mentioned I like best.

His school work was occasionally interrupted by headaches
and short feverish turns, which incdpacitated him for a few
hours or days. On this account, and also because of his
slightness of form, his father was anxious to limit as much
as possible his hours of indoor occupation, and to encourage
him in all sorts of out-of-door sports. The two boys had a

ious and competent pony, that could easily keep up
with their father’s saddle-horse; and both learned to ride
at an early age. In a note to his grandmother Peabody
on January 1, 1871, Charles says, ¢ Papa wants me to say
that I can ride pretty well. I have got a McClellan sad-
dle; and yesterday the pony jumped a good deal, and I did
not fall off. He stopped short, and dodged round a cart.”

In the summer of 1870, when the family were living at
Jamaica Plain, the boys and their plgnates in the neighbor-
hood organized a band called the “ Knights of the Woods,”
to the 1maginative sports of which their aunt Anna con-
tributed many suggestions. This society was continued at
Quincy Street, Cambridge, where thirteen boys were enlisted,
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and equipped with silvered helmets, decorated shields, and
wooden swords and spears. Their adventures took place
chiefly in the Norton Woods, although their combats ex-
tended to the yards and interiors of their fathers’ houses.
By 1872 another band, called the * Lances of Lancaster,”
was duly organized, and a pitched battle took place in that
year between the “ Knights of the Woods ”” and the “ Lances
of Lancaster.” All the Knights and Lances had names,
mainly copied from Scott’s novels, which the boys were at
that time reading. These bands of knights soon gave place
to the Quiney Cricket Club, the Quincy Telegraph Company,
the Football Eleven, the Society of Minerals, the Good Fun
Club, and the Theatrical Club, in all of which organizations
Charles took active part, and of all of which he subsequently
(1815‘1) made systematic member-lists which are still pre-
served.

In the spring of 1871, actuated by a desire to get for their
families the most thorough possible open-air life during the
summer, Charles’s father and uncle (Henry Wilder Foote,
minister of King’s Chapel, Boston) agreed to live together
in tents on an island in Frenchman’s Bay (Mount Desert)
during the r ‘}mrt of their vacation. Mr. Eliot provided
the sloop yacht Jessie, thirty-three feet long, as means of
transportation and of pleasure sailing. The party consisted
of Ml:and Mrs. Foote and their little daughter, Mr. Eliot
and his two boys, a woman nurse and seamstress, and a man
cook. The sailor from the yacht gave assistance at the camp.
Here is a note from Charles to his grandmother, in which he
describes the camp with characteristic precision.

July 22, 1871.

Dear GraNDMA,—I got your letter this afternoon, and
I am sorry you are not any better. Our Camp is on Calf
Island which is farther off than Iron-bound. There are four
tents. The tent Sam, and Papa, and I have, is the largest,
and has a curtain in the middle to separate it, from the Par-
lor and Dining-room. Aunt Fannie and Uncle Henry have
one tent, Agnes and Mary another, and Kelly sleeps in the
kitchen. Here is a plan of the way our tents are placed :
they are on a peninsula with water all round except to the
right, where it broadens into an island. Kelly built the
arbor to wash dishes in and eat. We have little beds with
rubber pillows and hay mattresses. On the end of the point
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Aumt

is a flag-pole where we have a flag, and salute all the Bo:
that go by. It is foggy to day and we cannot see Mou
Desert at all.

Your affectionate grandson,
Caarres Evior.

The camp described in the above letter was subsequent
moved to a more central position on the island.

This way of passing the summer in camping and yachti
combined was continued by the family until 1878 inclusi-
excepting the summer of 1877. The children began wi
imaginative sports in the woods on Calf Island and abc
the puddles the tide left in the gently sloping ledges whi
formed part of its shores. They sailed their shingle bo:
on the puddles, and imagined the sailors, cargoes, and h:
bors, and the lighthouses and day-marks of the coast. Th
had caches of treasures at various mysterious points on tt
larger half of the island which was wooded, and with t
help of their elders they made various beloved paths to
tractive points of view. The island was more than a m
long, had a considerable variety of surface and of shore, a
commanded exquisite views to the northeast, the northwe
and the southwest. The children came into close cont:
with Nature in all her various moods; the rain beat louc
on the tent-flies right over their heads ; the wind shook t
canvas shelters and threatened to prostrate them, but nev
did ; the oxen — the only other inhabitants of the island
walked about the tents in the early morning, waking so
of the sleepers by their loud breathing ; the sun beat fierce
on field and tents, but the double roofs were always an :
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quate protection ; and from the kitchen-tent the cook produced
in all weathers the elements of simple but delicious repasts.
They learnt by experience that in summer at least, health,
comfort, and great enjoyment can be secured without elabo-
rate apparatus or many costly possessions, and that the real
necessaries of healthy and happy existence in warm weather
are few.

In notes to his aunt Anna written about this time Charles
mentions some of his reading and other mental occupations
at Cambridge. Thus in November, 1871, he says: “ We
write compositions in German now, and read too. There are
eleven children and fourteen or fifteen ladies and gentlemen.”
This was a school conducted in the so-called natural method
by Mr. Theodore Heness. In the same note he says: ¢“I
have read the ¢ Pathfinder’ and the ¢ Spy ’ lately, and I like
them both very much. On Saturday we are going to see
¢ Guy Mannering’ at the Globe. Sam and I have read the
story.” In the following April, he writes: “ We acted our

lay [Red Ridinghood in German] last Friday at Mr.
EIoughton’s house on Main Street. Willie Putnam was a
dog, Sam was a young man just married, George Dunbar
was the wolf, and Charlie Cole was a robin. Lulu Parsons
was a Grandmother, and Helen Hinckley was Red Riding-
hood. Harry Spelman was an old cross farmer, and I was
the hunter who killed the wolf. . . . I had to ask Red Rid-’
inghood to give me a kiss.” -

n the autumn of 1871, when he was only twelve years old,
Charles and his playmate George R. Agassiz made a plan of
the northwestern portion of the Norton estate, using a com-
pass to get the angles, and a rope marked off in equal parts
by knots to measure distances, a knot being the unit of
length. On the map so prepared they indicated the different
vegetations which occurred in the different parts of the region
mapped ; so that the map showed the combination of forest
and marsh, the forest without marsh, the grassy portions, and
the small sandy desert. ‘They then named each district on
the map, the boundaries of the districts being marked by red
lines. The names of the districts were Violet, Pine, Pond,
Barn, Skunk Cabbage, Wild Cherry, and the Desert. This
prophetic plan was duly preserved by his aunt Anna, and
marked g Eliot, twelve years old.” At the same age, after
his return from the first camping season at Calf Island, he
used to amuse himself by laying out plans of imaginary towns,
with their roads, water-courses, houses, wharves, and harbors,
the towns being always situated by the sea. The slopes of



£T.12] TOWN PLANS — CRUISING 11

the sites are always indicated by proper hatching ; the har-
bors are invariably well protected from the sea by islands,

ints, or promontories, and their approaches are marked by
ﬁ;hthouses and bueys. Three such plans were preserved by
his aunt Anna, and on all three of the plans public reserva-
tions are indicated. In one sketch this reservation is called
¢ Public Land,” in the next “ Public Reserve,” and in the
third ¢ Public Park.” These labors were performed entirely
spontaneously and in the way of play; but they required a
good deal of patience. In the largest of the three plans the
sites of over one hundred and forty buildings are indicated,
beside wharves and quarries. His spontaneous interest in
the ]sxnbject was strong enough to carry him through a deal of
work.

The next year he began to be interested in house-plans,
which he took pleasure in drawing with some elaboration and
no little ingenuity. In the one p%an which has survived, it is
interesting to see that he indicated the way in which both the
front door and the back door should be approached by the
driveway. During his professional life he often had occasion
to say that architects seemed to deposit their houses on the
ground without considering at all how roads were to be got to
the entrances.

In 1871 the small sloop Jessie was for the children the
vehicle for half a day’s sail only, or for doing errands about
the Bay; but in the winter and spring of 1872 Mr. Eliot
had built a family cruising sloop 4;83 feet long, with a high
trunk, and room enough for four adults and two children
in the cabin, beside two men forward. Thereafter, the
cruises before and after camping became important to the
children, and particularly to Charles and Samuel. The Sun-
shine cruised in successive summers along the shores of New
Eniland from Sag Harbor and Fisher’s Island on the west
to Eastport on the east, going up the principal rivers, and
visiting all the bays and harbors, and many of the outlying
islands like Shelter Island, Block Island, Nantucket, the
Isles of Shoals, Monhegan, and Grand Manan. Parts of the
coast were of course visited many times. Thus Charles grad-
ually became acquainted with the whole New England shore.
He acquired skill in the use of charts, and of all the other
aids to navigation which the government publishes, including
the List of Lighthouses, the List of Buoys and other Day-
marks, and the admirable Coast Pilot. He also became inter-
ested in the history of the coast, and in the adventures of its
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early explorers, like Cabot, Verrazano, De Monts, Cham-
plain, Weymouth, and Smith. This interest lasted the year
round, and gave direction to some of his spontaneous reading
at Cambridge. .

In 1878 the camp with additional tents was pitched on the
island of Nonamesset, Buzzard’s Bay, instead of at Calf
Island, in order that the children might learn in the warmer
water south of Cape Cod how to swim well. This island
adjoins Naushon, and Charles there became familiar with the
Elizabeth Islands, and particularly with Naushon, the most
beautiful of the group. An acquaintance with these islands
was the more desirable because their configuration, soil, cli-
mate, and flora are different from those of the coast of Maine.
Billy, the pony, and a stout horse and wagon added to the
resources of the party, Naushon, unlike Calf Island, being
lmge enough for much delightful riding and driving.

harles had an inherited interest in %anshon; for through
all his mother’s childhood the Peabody family had spent a
month there every summer as guests of Governor Swain, its
then owner; and she had the strongest affection for it. The
following note written from Naushon by his mother to her
Grandmother Derby about 1850 shows what the charms of
the island were for the Peabody children. -

My DEAR GRANDMA, — We have no time to write at all
except Sundays, but then we have nothing to do till eleven
o’clock, when Papa reads a sermon. Last Sunday I wrote a
good long letter to Eliza, and Anna wrote one to Aunty. We
are having a splendid time, riding, walking, swimming, draw-
ing, fishing, and sailing. I have seen twenty-one deer, and
Anna has seen seventeen. We generally go to ride on horse-
back in the evening, and almost always see one or two deer.
When we get home, we unharness the horses, and ride them
bare-back to the field. We have been to bathe quite often,
and the waves have been splendid. Saturday they were so
high, they went over Rob’s head all the time. Since Cousin
Annie Drinker has been here, we have drawn a good deal.
We intend to finish our sketches with Cousin Annie at New
Bedford. We have a good many baskets of egg-shell which
are very pretty. We knock off the top of the egg and bind
it with ribbon. We cover the egg-shell with the pith of
rushes. Annie and I have kept a daily journal, which will be
very pleasant to look over. fhave a great deal more to tell
you, but I must save it for another note, because the mail
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is goi:& now to Wood’s Hole. Please give my best love to
them

Your affectionate granddaughter

E. D. Peasopy
Grandma’s birthday.

In the summer of 1858 Ellen Derby Peabody and Charles
W. Eliot spent a delightful week together at Naushon as
guests of ]\g.eand Mrs. John M. Forbes. Governor Swain,
her father Mr. Peabody, and several friends who were inti-
mately associated in Ellen’s mind with the lovely island had
died, so that sadness was mingled with the joys of this visit.
In the following October, a few days before her i
Ellen wrote as follows to her betrothed: *“ Am I not gﬁl
bave had that week at Naushon with you? It was a strange
kind of pleasure I had. It was more a pleasure of memory,
I think, and the sharing with you the pleasures and the feel-
ings of years now gone, than what we really did and enjoyed
now.” Aunt Anna, who had shared with Ellen every Nya.u-
shon delight, helped to transmit to Charles an interest in the

island. Its hollows full of old wind-clip beeches, its .

breezy uplands, its sheltered harbor — the Gutter — and its
wide sheep pastures were enjoyed by Charles at fourteen as
they had been by his mother and aunt in their happy child-
hood.

Between the end of January, 1874, and the middle of the
following May, Charles made a journey with his grand-
mother Peabody and his aunt Anna to Florida, and visited
also Savannah and Charleston, his father going to England
at the same time. This excursion enabled him to observe
sub-tropical vegetation, the mild winter climate of the south
Atlantic shore, a low-lying country without hills, and rivers
and creeks as unlike as possible those of New England. It
distinctly enlarged his experience of landscape. He was
encouraged and helped to draw, paint, and keep a journal ;
and he illustrated the journal with photographs, cuts, and
pen-and-ink drawings of his own. One effect on his mind is
brought out in a letter he wrote his grandmother the follow-
in geptember from Maplewood, in the White Mountains.
“ Bethlehem, I think, is very beautiful indeed. I have a very
pretty view out of my window across a wide valley with dis-
tant blue hills in the background. There is a swift little
river in the valley which, like all the streams here, have very
rocky beds. I like the streams and brooks very much; they
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are 8o swift, and seem so jolly and frisky, — much nicer than
the sluggish Southern streams.”

In the next spring he took a different kind of journey,
which again enlarged his observation of scenery. He de-
scribed it on a postal card written to his aunt Anna, then
become Mrs. Henry W. Bellows. « May 14, 1875. Papa
and I are on a journey with Jack in the buggy. We left
Cambridge at 3.30 Thursday, and drove through Waltham,
Weston, Wayland, and Sudbury, to Maynard, formerly As-
sabet, where we arrived at 6.45, and put up at the only hotel.
This morning, came through Stow, ﬁolbon, between Lancas-
ter and Clinton, to Sterling, where, as the hotel was closed,
we had dinner at a Mr. Merriam’s at 12. At 1.30 left
again, and came on to Princeton, arriving here at 3.15,
twenty-four hours from home, forty-three miles, about. We
have had splendid weather, and the horse gets on very well.
We go home by Leominster, Harvard, an(gle Concord, to get
home Monday to tea.” That little journey showed him some
of the fairest of the New England towns at the apple-blossom
season.

By 1875 Charles took up a sport which had an important
bearing on his professional career. It was suggested to him
by his father, who had got much pleasure from it when a boy
himself. In company with two or three other boys, Charles
would take the steam-cars or horse-cars to some convenient
point of departure within easy reach of Cambridge, and then
walk from five to ten miles cross country to another point
whence there was railroad communication to Boston or Cam-
bridge. These excursions always took half a day, and some-
times more, and it was part of the fun to take luncheon or
supper in the open air on the way. At that time there were
no contour maps of the vicinity of Boston ; so that, in making
plans for walks, Charles had only the guidance of the com-
mon maps which showed the roads, water-courses, and rail-
roads, and, in a rough way, the hills. From such maps of
the region round Boston Charles would make beforehand a
small tracing covering the particular portion which he pro-
posed to explore, and this tracing, which was seldom more
than six inches square, he carried in his vest pocket on each
walk. On every such map he put a scale, and for his guid-
ance he carried a pocket compass. As Charles made all the

reparations for such walks, he was invariably the guide.
his sport, which he followed for years, made him familiar
with the whole of what is now known as the “ Metropolitan
District ” round Boston, and, moreover, afforded a good
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training in discerning the lay of land, picking out the land-
ma.:klsl:gand finding a way over or round obstacles. In a
note-book for 1878 he e a “ partial list of Saturday walks
before 1878.” There are sixteen walks enumerated, and
they stretch from Quincy on the south of Boston to Liynn on
the north. No better preparation in youth for some of his
most important work as a man could possibly have been de-
vised ; but all was done without the least anticipation of his
future profession. It was to him just an interesting though
laborious play. -

There was another kind of research which interested both
the boys before they went to college, namely, the identifica-
tion of the localities mentioned in such books as Frothing.
ham’s * Siege of Boston ” and Drake’s “ Historic Mansions of
Middlesex.” They sought for all the sites and structures
mentioned by these authors, which had not been completely
obliterated by streets and buildings, and became acquainted
with all such relics of Colonial and Revolutionary times in
and about Boston.

All this time he was getting on at school with what were
then the regular studies for his age. He writes to his aunt
Anna in December, 1875: ¢ My school I like moderately ;
go at 8.30, get out at 1.30; and I am studying Latin, Latin
composition, algebra, and Harvard examination papers in
arithmetic. I begin Ovid to-morrow. There are some iood
fellows at school; but I never see them except in school
bhours. I ride often, but the best fun is the telegraph line
which I joined about a month ago, and the drawing class
Tuesdays and Fridays.” This drawing class was conducted
by Mr. Charles H. Moore, afterwards instructor and pro-
fessor in Harvard College. A year later he speaks of this
drawing again: “ November 25, 1876. I am having draw-
ing lessons four hours a week from Mr. Moore. e last
things I have done are a twig in profile and also the same
foreshortened. I have been in to Uncle Bob’s [Robert S.
Peabody, architect], and he has given me a whole set of
plans, elevations, etc., to copy. I trace them on tracing cloth
in India ink with bow pens, and color them, and put in all
the dimensions, etc.” He was at this time seventeen years
old. In a note a few weeks earlier than that from which the
last quotation was taken, he writes to his aunt Anna: “I

am going to Mr. Kendall’s school, as I did last year, and at

present I am studying the following subjects: Virgil, one
hundred lines daily; Ovid, last review, seventy-five lines
daily ; Cesar, last review, three paragraphs daily; Greek
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mar or Greek composition, daily ; algebra, last review,
gaily; arithmetic, one examination paper a week; geometry,
last review, twice a week; Roman history on g::urday;
Botany on Saturday ; Latin composition, three times a week.
¢ Last review ’ means that I am going over it the last time
before the examination for College next spring.” He never
really enjoyed his school work ; but he liked the master, Mr.
Joshua Kendall, and he made two valued friends there, —
Roland Thaxter and John H. Storer. He was never con-
fident of success in his studies; so that when in June, 1877,
he passed the preliminary examinations for admission to
Harvard College in seven subjects, it was a great surprise to
him. He was diffident and sensitive, and found it difficult
to express his feelings, though they burned within. In the
next house but one to the President’s house on Quincy Street
lived the family of Professor Lane, whose children, one son
and tw'l?h daughters, wire nc;t far removed fnam Charl;s in
age. e companionship of these merry and sympathetic
children was a real source of happinessrrt{) Charles, who was
often lonely and tended to be down-hearted.

At this time, there was no feminine influence in his home ;
his dear aunt Anna was living in New York; grandmother
Eliot had died; his Eliot aunts were all married, and no
one of them lived in Cambridge ; and grandmother Peabody
was crippled by rheumatic gout and could never come to
Cambridge, though her house in Boston was always open to
Charles and Samuel, who went thither at least once a week.
Then his father and brother had very different temperaments
from his. They were sanguine, confident, content with pre-
sent action, and little given to contemplation of either the
past or the future; Charles was reticent, self-distrustful,
speculative, and dissatisfied with his actual work, though
faithful and patient in studies which did not interest him or
open to him intellectual pleasures.

In July, 1877, his father was engaged to Grace Mellen
Hopkinson of Cambridge. Charles heard the news from
his father with calmness but without pleasure; and all sum-
mer long, though he was yachting on his beloved Sunshine,
he was not cheerful, though well in body. When the mar-
riage took place at the end of the following October, and
“mother ” — as the boys soon called her — came to live in
the President’s house, Charles was pleasant and interested,
but did not at once open his heart to her, and claim her sym-
pathy and affection. It was not till four years later that an
intimate and tender relation was established between these
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two, a delightful intimacy never afterwards interrupted for a
moment.

He rode much on horseback during the year 1877-78, and
was active in the “ Game Club,” which successfully produced
in the spring a little play called ¢ Andromeda.” ith the
springtime of 1878 a fmat delight in natural scenery awoke
in him, a conscious love of buds and .blossoms, rocks, sky,
and sea; and in after years he recalled this spring as an
epoch in his reflective life. In June he was admitted to
Harvard College, and much to his surprise with only two in-
considerable  conditions,” namely, Greek grammar and
composition.

At that date the Freshman year in Harvard College was a
year of required studies, and these studies were little else
than a continuation of his uncongenial school studies. He
therefore got little pleasure from his regular work ; but he
persevered with it, and finished the year clear of all condi-
tions. He did, however, record a than];? ing that his
“classical education ” was at last ended. He vll;g a room in
the “ Yard ” and took his meals at Memorial Hall, coming
home for Sundays, like students whose families did not live
in Cambridge, but yet were not so far away as to make a
weekly visit impossible. ,

His summer yachting was an important element in Charles’s
education; and in particular the Sunshine gave him good
training in writing condensed English. It was the custom
to keep a log on board the boat, mentioning the weather,
the winds, and the chief events of each day. Charles was
always a careful reader and critic of the log. Moreover he
aoquired the habit of reading all the year round the brief
accounts of marine disasters which appeared almost daily in
the newspaper taken by the family, accounts which were
uwsually extracts from the logs of the vessels concerned, or
were furnished by their masters. As a rule, no words are
wasted in log-books. The first time that he kept the log
himself was in 1876, when he was nearly seventeen years old.
In the following extract from the log of the Sunshine in that
summer, the first two days were written by his father, the
rest by Charles. The extract will serve to show the mode of
life on the yacht, and the interest it had for the two boys
and their friends. One or two boy friends and one older
guest were generally on board during cruising. On July
25th the yacht was at Boothbay, Maine : —

July 25. Calm. Waiting for J. E. Cabot who did not
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arrive. Telegraphing. In p. M. with fresh S. W. ran up
Muscongus Sound (visited New Harbor and Round Pond)
to Hockamock Channel.

July 26. Still. Variable. Showers. Wind. Ran by
Gull and Friendship Islands, and Herring Gut entrance to
Rockland. Beat through Muscle Ridge Channel. F. G.
Peabody joined. In evening to Roclport.

July 27. With a light breeze, across West Penobscot
Bay to Gilkey’s Harbor, C. E., R. W. G.,and C. W. E.
climbing the hill of 700-Acre Island. Thence to Belfast.
Thence with a fresh S. E. wind up the Penobscot as far as
Bucksport. Mounted the hill by the Seminary in evening.

July 28. Up river to Bangor, & cracking S. E. wind all
the way. Anchored off the Kenduskeag at 11 a. M., but
later hauled in to the Brewer wharves to avoid tide and
steamers. Explored the city of sawmills and enjoyed view
from hill back of Seminary.

July 29. R.W. G. took steamer to Boston. A drizzling
mist all day. Down river as far as Winterport, stopping at
Hampden to visit sawmills and wait for tide. Climbed the
Winterport hill in evening to the beautiful Soldiers’ Monu-
ment. '

July 80. Dropped down river with early tide and fanned
over to Castine by noon. Walked to the forts in P. M. Sun-
day School concert at church in evening.

July 81. Rainy and calm all day. Lay at Castine till
3 p. M., then with tide and light air reached Cape Rosier.
Found good bottom in Cove, and anchored after a fine sun-
set. Visited the lone house near by, and talked with intelli-
gent father of seventeen children.

August 1. Cloudless and lovely morning with light north-
erly air. Ran very slowly across to North Harbor, N. W.
side of N. Haven Island. Thence through “ Leadbetters
Narrows ” and “ The Reach” to Carver’s Harbor, sweeping
her through “The Reach” at its narrowest part. Rambled
over the quarries, and watched the polishing of granite.

Aug. 2. Early start. Very little wind. Inside Brim-
stone Island to Isle au Haut. Climbed the highest hill to
Coast Survey Beacon, and piled stones to guide future
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comers. After dinner, with fine breeze, beat through ¢ Mer-

chant’s Row,” but wind
failed before reaching
“ Burnt Coat Harbor,”
and it was another case
of sweeps and towing.
Aug. 3. Beat out the
parrow E. entrance of
“Burnt Coat” with very
light air, past Long Is-
land and by Long Ledge
Buoy up Somes Sound.
Fine run up the Sound.
Shopping at Somesville.
Beat down the Sound,
and being caught by
flood tide and calm an-
chored off Fernald’s
Point. Mounted Fer-
nald’s Hill [Flying Mt.]
in evening. Superb view.
Aug. 4. Got under
way at about 9 A. M.
Light air to Great Head,
then more breeze, and
took in topsail. Arrived
at Bar Harbor at 11.45.
In p. M. took aboard
Ernest Lovering and
Willie Thayer, visited
Calf Island and an-
chored at Point Harbor
[Sorrento].

Narragansett Bay.

Off Portsmouth, N. H.

A certain felicity of expression is already apparent, and
particularly his choice of simple words that fit.

As the Sunshine was constantly visiting bays, rivers, and
harbors previously unknown to all on board, and as it was
not her custom to take a pilot, she was directed by the ad-
mirable charts and Coast-pilots published by the U. S. Coast
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Survey. In the use and application of these guides Charles
early became an adept. When the yacht was approaching
an unknown passage or entrance, and it was desirable to
recognize the guiding features of the land, Charles was
quicker than anybody else on board to discern the char-
acteristic hill, headland, promontory, or island from com-
parison with the contour charts, or with the profiles and
descriptions of the Pilot. He soon learned to conceive from
the contour lines the aspect of the land represented, as it
would appear on his line of approach. This practice culti-
vated his perception of the main features of scenery, and
made easy his subsequent professional use of surveyors’ plans
and contour maps. In yachting Charles had the habit of
sketching objects which interested him, such as lighthouses,
wharves, old houses, or outlines of hills. Reproductions of a
few of his sketches are placed on this page and page 19.

A Pier at Newport.

The accompanying profile of the Mt. Desert hills, taken from
an island lying about nine miles south of the Mt. Desert
shore under Sargent Mountain, fairly illustrates the accuracy
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of his boyish work. In another respect this summer mode
of life cultivated his natural tendency to an admiring obser
vation of nature. His watchfulness of the weather on the
yacht and in camp contributed to the development of his
maturer keen enjoyment of the different aspects of the sky.

In 1877 Charles kept the log altogether, and in that yea
and often thereafter he was the captain on board, giving all
orders concerning destination, navigation, and piloting. In
September, 1880, he was captain during a cruise from Mt.
Desert to Eastport and back to Boston, a cruise during which
he encountered fogs, storms, the rushing tides of the Bay of
Fundy, and heavy seas, but also enjoyed much fine weather.
This cruise lasted about four weeks. The following extract
from the log-book will show what the captain’s responsibili-
ties and pleasures were. The yacht had been weather-bound
for two days at Grand Manan 1in a northeaster : —

Sept. 12th. Hauled out from the wharf at 6.45 A.mM.
Mr. Gaskell would take no wharfage money. With a little
N. W. air we got under way at 7.30 o’clock bound for Bos
ton. Stood close under Swallowtail, and also followed the
shore close under the Six Days Work, and Ashburton and
Bishop Heads. When the tide began to flood we were
becalmed, and consequently were drifted much up the bay.
With some little S. W. airs we stood over to the N. and
made the shore of Campobello Island about midway of its
length. The air grew thicker and thicker, until about noon
the fog-whistles at Quoddy and N. Head began to blow. At
last a respectable S. W.arose and we made N. Head at about
2.30 o’clock. Here we tacked and laid the course for Quoddy
Head. The tide began to ebb about 4.80, but C. E. was un-
willing to try a night outside, and so at 5 p. M. we anchored
in Quoddy Roads. After an early supper the cabin party
got milk and water ashore at Mr. Wormell’s house.

Sept. 13th. At about T o’clock got under way with a good
S. by W. wind. Sky.was pretty clear at this time, but about
8, when we were laying our course alongshore, a very wet fog
surrounded us very suddenly. We made the land 2 or 38
times, and C. E. made up his mind to get into Little River if
he could find the entrance. We tried to make Little River
Head, but on hearing the fog bell at Little River Light we
headed for that. Here the fog cleared up somewhat, and
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C. E. changed his mind and kept on. At 9.15 breakfasted.
Took a long tack outside of Libby Island, which we had
abeam at noon, and stood towards Mark Island of Moos-a-bec
Reach. The island was not to be seen owing to a fog bank
which began to envelop us when we were S. by E. from the
Brothers. C. E. gave up trying to make the Reach, and kept
off, passing the Brothers at about 1 p. M. The fog was not
very thick, and we followed up Roques Island, and anchored
in Shorey’s Cove at about 2 p. M. Dined. During the rest
of the day the fog was thick and the winds very variable.
Whist, etc., in the evening, and boat-racing in the p. M.
S. A. E. and deW. beat R. T. and C. E., and William and
Orrin. (For some information about the E. entrance to
Englishman’s Bay, see C. E.’s journal.)

Sept. 14th. Much rain last night: very calm this morn-
ing. Sky looking very rainy. At 9 there came a little air
from S. E., and we got under way with gafftopsail set, and
stood down to the first black buoy in Moos-a-bec Reach,
around which we turned, and after crossing the Bar with a
fair tide, we anchored in Jonesport at 11 o’clock. Got some
provisions ashore, and mailed letters. At a quarter to 12 we
were off again with a very gentle N. E. wind and in a heavy
rain. Passed slowly through the Reach and down to Nash
Island Light, which we passed at 3.45 o’clock. Here C. E.
gave up getting around Petit Manan and headed for Shipstern
Island, the most western land to be seen. Soon Pond Island
appeared through the rain, and we ran in past its northern
end. The sky now began to look windy, and we took in the
topsail. Passed slowly into Pigeon Hill Bay between Cur-
rant Island and Big Pea Ledge, and anchored under Pigeon
Hill, just N. of Chitman’s Point, at 5 . M. C. E. got milk
ashore on the Point. At about 9 P. M. got out the second
anchor, the N. E. wind having begun to blow quite furiously.

Sept. 15th. We anchored in 2} fathoms yesterday after-
noon, but at 3 o’clock this morning C. E. found the yacht
aground and the wind blowing a gale. The bottom all over
the Bay is level and eel-grassy, and it being low tide the
ledges around the Big Pea kept off all the sea. About 3 ft.
of water was around the yacht at this time. Knowing that
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at high tide the riding would be pretty hard, C. E. had the
big mooring hoisted out and prepared. At breakfast time
(9.30) the yacht was riding pretty easily at 2 anchors, the
tide was high, and the wind blowing very hard indeed from
N.E. At1oclock the wind went down somewhat, but the
heavy rain continued all day. A. Thorndike departed for
home via Mill-bridge.

Sept. 16th. A doubtful looking morning. Wind light
S. W. Much low cloud driving over our heads towards the
N. E. Breakfasted at T A. M. and soon after 8 got under
way. The tide was nearly high, but still rising, the wind
ahead. We beat down Figeon Hill Bay, paying close atten-
tion to the Pilot’s description of the dangers, none of which
are marked. Took one tack close to Boisbubert Ledge, which
was just awash. Stood towards Petit Manan, leaving the
‘Whale, where the sea was combing, to the eastward. Crossed
Petit Manan outer bar at about 10.15 o’clock, having a strong
ebb tide in our favor. A big rip all along the bar. Fetched
Moulton’s Rock on the same tack as that on which we crossed
the bar, and then stood off shore. When, at 11.10 A. M.,
Petit Manan bore E. by N. } N., we tacked and laid a course
outside of Schoodic Island. Passed the island at 11.55, and
continuing across the mouth of Frenchman’s Bay on the same
tack we passed Bunker's Ledge at 1.20. Great fog banks
enveloped Mt., Desert, and stretched away down along the
mainland to the eastward. Abreast of Sutton Island we ran
into this fog region; and thence into S. W. harbor, where we
anchored at about 2 o’clock; we had a very wet time of it.
S. A. E. went to the P. O., and C. E. to the store. The
barometer was now very low, having been falling constantly
since the beginning of the last N. E. storm, and C. E. was
doubtful about putting to sea again. However, we got up sail
again at 3.45, and beat out the Western Way with a good
breeze from S. W.by W. Some very dark clouds came over
us, and once or twice we got heavy showers of rain. Had to
take 2 tacks to weather Bass Harbor Head, and then put
into the harbor, where we anchored at 6 p. M. The sky was
very handsome during most of the afternoon, with great
rolling clouds, and now and then a rift showing the sumlit
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blue above. A Fusion celebration took place ashore in the
evening.

Besides keeping the log, Charles also kept a journal
throughout the summer of 1880, in which he entered many
particulars about anchorages, provision-stores, approaches to
harbors, geological features, and hospitalities given and re-
ceived. %o he got much practice in good writing during this
summer. He had so much to record that his constant effort
was to write concisely.

Between seventeen and twenty-one Charles suffered a good
deal at times from that mental and moral struggle, that ques-
tioning of self and the world, which all thoughtfﬁand reserved
boys, who have a good deal in them, have to pass through.
They become aware that they are thinking and responsible
beings, and find themselves forced to consider questions of
conscience, faith, and love, and the meaning of life and death.
Sudden floods of emotion overwhelm them, and seasons of
uncontrollable doubt, misgiving, and sadness distress them.
The struggle is apt to be a lonely one. Nobody will or can
answer their deeper questions. “I have trodden the wine-
press alone.” The struggle in Charles’s mind was intensified
and prolonged by the nature of his voluntary reading. He
read much in Emerson, Carlyle, and Goethe ; in Mill, Ruskin,
Spencer, Lecky, and Buckle ; in Huxley, Tyndall, Wallace,
and Darwin ; and in Lyell, Le Conte, Geikie, and Lubbock.
He preferred poetry and history to fiction ; and in all three
of these realms of thought he was more open to the sad than
to the cheerful aspects of life. He “browsed” in the ori-
ginal texts of Schiller, Lessing, Rousseau, Montaigne, and
Victor Hugo, and in translations of Plato, Herodotus, Lucre-
tius, Plutarch, Dante, and Boccaccio. George Eliot had a
strong influence on him. He kept a commonplace book for
a time while in college, and the headings in this book suggest
the seriousness of his meditations. They are: Duty; The
Law of Righteousness ; Materialism versus Idealism; Belief
in Dogma; Maggie Tulliver; The Moral Law; Darwin’s
Theory of Morals ; Art and Morality ; Beauty and Goodness ;
the Pursuit of the Highest; The Beautiful and the Useful ;
Religion ; Measure not with Words the Immeasurable ; Will ;
Virtue and Vice; The Eternal Life of Humanity. In this
book he entered extracts from most of the authors above men-
tioned, and also from James Russell Lowell, John Robert
Seeley, George Henry Lewes, Charles Eliot Norton, Edwin
Arnold, Arthur Hugh Clough, John Fiske, David Friedrich
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Strauss, and William B. Carpenter. 1t chanced that two of
his most intimate friends at this period were young men of a
temperament similar to his own ; so that his converse with
them did not tend to counteract the depressing effects of
much of his reading and meditation. At home, on the other
hand, the influences about him were wholesome and cheerful,
particularly after the summer of 1877; but even there he
sometimes felt lonesome or * left out.”

In the spring of 1880 his father and mother decided to
spend the summer of that year in Europe, and the question
arose how Charles and Samuel should pass the vacation.
Thereupon Charles organized a party of friends, all of whom
were college students, to make u