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Thou cheerful Bee! Come, freely come,

{ And travel round my Floral Bower ;
) Delight me with thy wand'ring hum,

And rouse me from my musing hour.
! Oh! try no more those tedious fields,

My honied treasures all are thine;
¢ Come, taste the sweets my Garden yields,

The bud, the blossom,—all are thine.
’ —SMYTI.
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Seasonable Hints.

Through the month of January the
bees require no care in the cellar or
house. They only ask to be in darkness
and quiet. If they are on their summer
stands, and have quilts or carpets over
their frames, they will not suffer; though
the entrances are blocked with snow. 1t
is well, however, to see that the entrance,
during a thaw, does not'become stopped
with water and dead bees, which a sud-
den cold wind may convert into ice.
While you have nothingto do for the bees
directly in this month, it is the time to
plan for another season’s work, and pre-
pare your hives and honey-boxes. We
liope the experience which some of you
have had will not be repeated this winter;
oiz.: your bees die at such a rate that you
¥ill need no new hives. If you have
been careful, we are sure you will not.
There is a feeling of discouragement with
regard to the scale of extracted honey
which we fear will lead many to re-model
their hives, and try next season to secure
box honey only. We say “ fear,” because
We are sure that no such change is neces-
sary for those who wish to secure the
greatest amount of profit from their bees.
We know that the extractor must be used
by western bee-keepers, in order to keep
their colonies strong in numbers from
May to November. We have seen, dur-
ing the past year, many colonies that did
well in June, but afterward stored nothing
in boxes; and though the hives were full
below, they had few bees, and had given
their owner no profit. If those colonies
bad been “ rohbed” by the extractor of
all the honey they could spare early in
the season, the queen would have used
the ‘Ipty room; more bees would have
been raised, -and surplus boxes might
Lave been filled, besides the profit from
the extracteq honey. Thesale of extract

|
, ed honey is another question (we can tell

. youlow tosell it in another article).
. What we claim is, that it is better to take
the honey from the bees, even if it had no
cash value.

As to hives—those who do not care to
increase their number of colonies, will
find it best to have large hives containing
from fifteen to twenty frames, side by
side. Hives like these, well filled with
bees, and with well arranged boxes and
- frames for honey, will give large amounts

| of honey in nearly every season. The

comb foundations are sure to be a great
help, not only in the main hive, but in the
surplusboxes. Every bee-keeper can af-
ford to havethem in his boxes, and also
in his main hives to secure the combs
straight, as well as to save the bees time
and labor.

We Lope the sale of these will be large
enough to reduce the price somewhat, but
even at the present price, no one not well
supplied with empty comb, can afford to
do without them. In surplus boxes and
frames for securing box-honey, they will
insure the combs to be built straight, and
give the bees just the inducement to work
in them, which is necessary. E. 8. T.

-

=~ All women who keep bees and
would like to make contributions of

honey, hives, bees, etc., o the display of
“ Woman’s Work” in the ladies’ building
for exhibition of woman’s work especi-
ally, at the Centennial Exhibition, are in-
vited to write for particulars to ELLEN S.
TuPPER, Des Moines, Iowa.

0=~ There may be a few whose term of

subscription closed with the year 1875,

who do not wish to take the AMERICAN

BeEt JourNaL. All such should notify

us at once, as we send all Journals till

we receive a notice to discontinue them.
PuBLISHER.
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OUrR NEW YEAR'S PRESENT.—We have
now sent out our promised Chromos to
all who have sent to this office Two DOL-
LARS in advance for THE AMERICAN BEE
JOURNAL from January to December, 1876.
‘We did not promise it to any others; a
few club subscribers, who had not read
our oftfer carefully, expected it, till we
wrote them calling their attention to it
again. We must adbere to the rule, or
some may be dissatisfied.

Now New Years’ Day has passed, and
the Chromos are all gone. We trust that
these beautiful gems may awaken, in hun-
dreds of hearts, “ MEMORIES OF CHILD-
H00D” that will be abiding and pleasure-
able; buoying up many sinking spirits to
fight anew the battle of life, that at last
viclory may rest on their brows, as they
enter the portals of glory.

To all its readers, THE AMERICAN BEE
JouRrNAL sends its greeting—wishing them
a prosperous and HAPPY NEW YEAR.

>
—

i3~ We have received many letters of
congratulation since our last issue, which,
of course, we could neither find time to
answer privately nor space to print in
Toe AMERICAN BEE JournaLn. Our
fricnds may rest assured that we fully
appreciate these words of commendation
and encouragement, and shall do all we
can to keep the old and reliable AMERI-
cAN BEE JOURNAL up to its present and
past standard of excellence and reputation.

13~ In Gleanings for December, Novice
claims that we should guarantee all our
advertisers. It is not only impracticable
but impossible for us to know enough
concerning the business capacity and in-
tegrity of our many advertisers to make
such guarantee. We suppose bee-keepers
have at least as much sagacity and intel-
ligence as any other class, and would not
thank us for interfering in such matters.
We do not aspire to be a censor of the
Press—nor a dictator to men of intelli-
gence. (aveal emptor.

-

{F~ Particular attepntion is directed to
the new advertisement of Dr. J. P. H.
Brown, of Augusta, Ga., importer of
Italian Queens, which may be found on
another page.

¥ During the coming year we hope
to make THE AMERICAN BEE JOURNa;,
more varied and interesting than ever.
We expect to add some new features ip
the course of a few months, that now are
but partly developed. We trust that al}
interested in the welfare of THE JournaL
will write fresh from their own experience
and observation. The prospects of Tre
Journ~aL for 1876 are very encouragiug,
and we trust our friends will not forget
their kind offices at this period of the
year, among them that of renewing their
subscriptions promptly, as well as getting
all the new subscribers they can for the
“old and reliable AMERICAN BEE Jous-
NAL.? We shall neglect nothing to mernt
the approval of all our readers.

<o)

g5 The first installment of the report
of the Michigan Bee-Keepers’ Associalion
appears in this issue. The Secretary furn.
ished only a-portion of it to the Bee-Keep-
ers' Magazine, and our friends, King &
Slocum, the publishers, favored us with
advance sheets. As this number was then
almost all in type, we had to omit some
other matter in order to admit this into the
present number. We regret that the Con-
vention allowed itself to be drawn into a
disagreeable position in reference to the
Heddon and Novice matter. The former
appears to be in a disagreeable mood, and
sees nothing right or good outside of him-
selt. At least, the Secretary should not
have burdened the report with these mat-
ters. We shall defer further remarks till
we have the copy of the entire report.

{=™ The date after your name on the
wrapper of every paper, is the date from
which a new subscription starts, after the
expiration of the time paid for. Thus
« Jan. 76 ” means that you have paid only
to the end of the year 1875—and the new
subscription commences with this nun-
ber—January, 1876. Some do not seem 0
comprehend—lhence this ailusion.

The Herald and Mail, of Columbus
Tenn., says that Mr. David Staples has
the management of 250 colonies for -
G. Harris, 80 for C. C. Vaughn, 40 for
W. J. Andrews, 100 for L. R. Cullea—
making 470 altogether.
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Yoices from among the Hives.

WaTsEEA, ILL.—Dec. 9,1875.— My bees
went into winter quarters in good condi-
tion. They gave me 35 to 40 per cent.
profit this year. That is better than year-
ling steers have done for me the past year.”

T. N. MARQUIS.

WAVELAND, InD.—Dec. 20, 1875.—“1I
have about 30 hives in good condition in
the cellar. They are Italians and hybrids,
and I am patiently waiting, in good
spirits till spring, and hope for a good
season.” Isaac SHARP.

RoseviLLE, Inn.—Dee. 17 1875.— We
had 48 colonies which we fed from apple
blossom time till the first of August, in-
creased to 63, making only 15 swarms
from 43. They gathered quite well from
buckwheat for a few days, and then wet,
cold weather set in, and we got scarcely
pothing from any other source. We took
pearly all the honey from the bees and fed
them sugar syrup for their winter sup-
plies. In all we got about 1,500 pounds
of honey, and fed during the summer and
fall about 220 or 225 dollars’ worth of
sugar, but our bees go into winter quar-
ters in splendid condition, never better.

© We had about 9 acres of buckwheat which
we cul with a reaper and thrashed with
. athrashing machine, which gave us 137
- bushels of grain. We realized from the
~ flour about §1.00 per bushel, which paid
- me this year better than other grain.”
L. C. AxTELL.

Burravro, N. Y.—Dec. 20, 1875.—“1
© commenced lust spring with 10 colonies,
< one queenless, and they have given me
_ Y1 new colonies, and 105 six-pound boxes
of honey, and 120 nearly full. Some
. were full but not capped over, and others
. had two cards tull, and I could have got
. much more honey if I had been able to use

the Extractor or have taken care of them.
_ My health has been so poor the past few
" years that I could not see to them, but I
, am satisfied with what they have done,
i while I have strength to walk to my
iplary, and am able to read, I must have
Iy bees and BEE JOURNAL.”
' Mrs. WinLiamM HARRIS.

. LaraverTe Co., Mo.—Dec. 14, 1875.—
- “Ilave about 100 stocks (made up of
* Ttalian, hybrids, and blacks). The latter
- have acquittied themselves equally as well,
or better than the yellow and mixed bees

this season, Havé taken from 80 strong
Stocks, most(ly in small glass boxes, some-
t hing over 5,300 pounds comb honey, or
_8b0ut 67 pounds to the hive—balance of

: %10 hives average considerably less—don’t
i E:‘ther with strained or extracted honey.
. :Tgue Swarming not equal to last season;;

uirt-weed and other plants very rich in

;TUgust—gwarming then nearly equal to
‘Ule—use chiefly the American hive.

i

Practice mosily natural swarming; hive
the swarm in common box: place same by
the side of the original hive, and inside
of four days cut out queen cells and re-
turn the swarm.

“This method has its objections and dif-
ficulties, which every practiced bee-man-
ager knows, but having orchards, farm,
etc., on hand, such suits me best.

“Pack and ship in November, and sell
at current rates—the price ranging from
20 to 30 cents, according to grade and
season.

“This is not considered a fine honey pro-
ducing section. The general average not
being up to the present season.”

ALSIKE.

CorLumBiaNa Co., O.—Dec. 12, 1875.—
«“T have been keeping bees for over twenty
years with moderate success, the prin-
cipal inducement is to supply our own
table with honey; hence, I have become
a regular reader of TRE AMERICAN BEE
Jour~aAL, and got Italian bees and im-
proved hives. My bees generally do a
little more than supply our table, but this
season was s0 wet—the rain seemingly
washed all the sweet out of the flowers
before the bees could collect it, and the
freezing weather killing the fruit bloom
—that the fore part of the season was very
unproductive.

“The principal sources of honey here
are linn and white clover; the soil has
been cultivated so long, and sheep raising
is so commeon, that wild flowers amount
to but little, except smart-weed is gener-
ally plentiful in the fall, and is much
visited Dby the bees. Spanish-needle is
plently but scarcely visited by bees.”

JoB HUESTIs.

BexToxN Co., Mo.—Dec. 11, 1875.—“MR.
NewnmaN: Idid not tell youall of the good
part, in my late report. I forgotto say
that, in addition to 47315 gallons of ex-
tracted honey, we got 600 pounds of box
honey.” J. W. Drck.

Cass Co., Mo.—Decc. 14, 1875.—“There
are no Italian Dbees in this neighbor-
hood but mine. I have74 stands in good
condition. They stored 3000 s. in comb
and extracted honey from August 10 till
frost.” PauL DuNkEN.

Ownoxnpaga Co.,, N. Y.—Dec. 16, 1875.—
“There is no monthly visitor more wel-
come at my house than the AMERICAN
BeeE JournaL, As longasTam in the
apiarian business it shall have my warm
support.” H. Roor.

Wirviamson Co., TENN.—Dec. 4, 1875.—
¢ ] made no honey this season until about
3 weeks ago. [ extracted some to give the
queens more room. There has been no
brood for several weeks and the brood
chamber is filled with honey.

“The principal honey plants here are
white clover, linn, and poplar for spring,
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and aster, smart-weed and golden-rod for
fall.

“The AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL is my
regular text book. I should be lost with-
out it.” Mgrs. N. G. MORRIsS.

GRIDER, Ky— Nov. 26, 1875.—“The
AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL has been of great
help to me during the last year in giving
information on bee culture, and I am
much pleased with it.

“] commenced this spring with 18
Langstroth hives, and increased to 40;
Italianizing only a part, and taking no
honey, I could have increased to 60 colo-
nies.

“ Besides these at home, about 8 miles
from here, I bought 3 old hives which I
increased to 10 during the season.

“T made a hive four feet long, some-
thing like a New-Idea Hive, with 6 apart-
ments. In each division I put a piece of
comb, which I had taken from the old
colonies. These were full of brood and
had a few workers clinging on. 1 also
placed another piece of surplus comb in
each apartment. I putin a queen which
I had taken from the stands at home, be-
fore I introduced the Italian queens in
each division. The great increase aston-
ished me, and the top of the hive having
warped, there was communication with
all the divisions, and 1 soon discovered
they were killing the queens in the centre,
and now there are only remaining two
queens, one at each end, with a great
quantity of bees in the hive.”

J. G. ALLEN.

Dovae Co., Wis.—Nov. 20, 1875.—
“ Season wet and cold; I commenced with
11 stocks; sold 6 in May, leaving 5 good
and 2 rather weak stocks, in eight-framed
Langstroth hives. Increased to 24.
Honey seasou commenced in July. I
got 85 1hs from each stock. Sold all at
20@25 cents. A frost came in August,
and I had tofeed sugar syrup to many of
the latest swarms to get them to cap the
honey over. I now have 29 stocks in a
cave, nearly like the one used last winter
—314 feet in the ground and 314 above,
covered with earth and straw 3 feet
thick; it is 14x16 inside. Our main
plants are white clover, basswood and
golden rod.” JoaN H. GUENTHER.

PortLaND, OrREGON.—Nov. 18, 1875.—
«“ April 1, I had 26 swarms, 4 in movable
frame hives, and the rest in common ones,
some rather dilapidated. Our rainy
season lasted six weeks, and then it came
off very hotand dry. In a month the
white clover was done for, and other pas-
ture was scarce. The 4swarms in frame
hives increased to 7; 6 of them making
40 1bs box honey each. I transferred the
others, and that put them back. They
increased to 385, but no surplus. I now
have 32 hives all in good condition.”

: D. D. Bricas.

—_—

Rep Oaxk, Iowa.—Nov, 23, 1875.—« My
report for 1875 is as follows: After spring
sales I had on hand 33 stocks; I toek 20 of
them three miles from home; went to
them once every 10 days and cut out the
queen cells to keep them from swarming;
they gave me 800 ths. box honey and I ip.
creased them to 46; the 13 I kept at home
I increased to 66, but in preparing them
for winter I found some of them deficient
in honey, so I broke up and united 13,
which left me 47 in my home apiary.

“] now have 93 stocks in splendid con-
dition for winter, put them into my cellar
Nov. 20; the 18th was very warm for the
season, they had a good fly.

“ Linn blossoms produced no honcy
this year. My bees gathered only enough
to supply their brood until after Aug. 10,
Our only honey source here is from fail
flowers, principally golden-rod and
heart’s-ease. We have had but few fruit
blossoms or white clover. I woulé like
very much to have G. M. Doolittle, Capt.
Heathering, R. M. Roop and others who
got from 1,000 to 5,000 Ibs. box honey
this year, to give in the JOURNAL their
plan of getting the bees from the boxes
filled with honey. I would about as soon
extract 1,000 ibs. as to get the bees from
the 1,000 ths. of box honey. My experi-
ence is that fully one-twelfth of the bees
in boxes of honey that is capped and
ready to come off, are young bees that

have never left the hive. Itisa job to get -
them out; they will not leave the boxes, .

but where a lot of boxes are piled together,
fully one-third of the bees will cluster to-
gether and stay there.” E.D.GODFREY.
VirpeN, ILL.—Sept. 8, 1875.—In tpe
September number Mr. 1. Applewaite

speaks of a plan of hiving bees thatl .

have practiced more extensively this
summer than he seems to have done; -
asmuch as I have frequently hived them
in the same manoer without the queen.

For instance, it is no uncommoun occul- -
rence for a swarm to issue and returd -

without alighting, thus causing consider-
able trouble, especially if you chance %
be in the fleld, half a mile from the
house. Now, in order to be sure of 3
swarm when they come out, I have my
hive all ready, and if I find they arecon-
ing back, I move the old hive and substl-
tute the new one, then give them a frame
of comb from the old hive with a queed
cell on it, meantime if you find the old
queen on the grass, you can give her to
either hive you choose. I find thatny
bees will store honey much faster in smal
frames, placed directly over the lower
frames with nothing between them, 0T, it
in boxes, those that have slat bottoms -
stead of augur holes. I find it very co
venient to keep a piece of carpet unc_kjf
the honey board, as I can examine & hl\dﬂ
without a chisel to pry off honey boart,
and irritatingthe bees.” 8. W. Loud.

3
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Torrvespondence.

For the American Bee Journal.
Glass Honey-Boxes.

As the glass honey-boxes which I have
been using in my apiary for the past few
seasons have given very satisfactory re-
gults in obtaining and marketing surplus
honey, I have confidence to comply with
your request “ To give a description of
them in the AMERICAN BEE JOURNAL,”
trusting that if it be in no other way of
any benefit, it may open the field for dis-
cussing the merits of the various styles
of receptacles used by successful pro-
ducers in different parts of the country.

ISHAM'S HONEY-BOX.

The tops and bottoms are of any kind
of wood desired, soft being generally
preferred, as it is easier worked, but hard
woods admit of polishing and making as
ornamental as may be wished, especially
when a variety is wanted for exhibition.
Dress to proper thickness, say three-
sixteenths of an inch, varying with size of
box required, and cut entrance slots in
bottom piece.

The metal corner is a seven-sixteenths
of an inch strip of tin, bent angular and
pronged at each end, by cutting away one
side, making length from shoulder to
shoulder the same as length of glass for
height of box with prong long enough to
Polnt—pass through woods—bend over
tnd make a square clinch, a8 shown on
top of box in cut.

In each corner of wood, at proper dis-
tance from edge, make a narrow mortice
for brong of tin corner to pass through,
2d inside from mortice, average thick-
less of glass distance, make an awl-hole,
0 which to drive a three-eighths of an
‘uch zine shoe nail, to hold the glass from
falling inwards.

Having cut the glass to proper size, the
OX 1s now ready for putting together.

Urough each mortice in the bottom
¥ood pass the prong of tin corner, bend-
'0g projection down flat on the outside
Surface; then lay on a bench or table,
With sides fronting you, and it is in po-

Sition for receiving the glass.

First, put in the sides, resting them in
respective corners of tins which stand
flaring; then with right hand put left
end glass in place, clasping with thumb
and finger of left hand, outside each cor-
ner drawing sides to proper position and
holding end glass to place; now slip in
other end glass, for the present not giving
it much atttention. You are now ready
for putting on top piece, (to which has
been fastened starting comb); by taking
it in your right hand and slipping one end
on prongs just far enough to hold them
together, then reversing position of hands
change operations to the other end of box,
drawing the corners to place, inserting
prongs in mortice the same as at the other
end of box, and press top squarely down
till the ends of nails are even with tops of
glass; then take the box in hand and with
narrow stick or old flat file inserted in
slot, crowd out end glass flush to place,
then lay the box on beunch, press on light,
hammer top down tight to glass, when you
have but to clinch or bend down the ends
of tins, and the box is completed.

At first trial it may go awkward, and
some difficulty be experienced in getting
them together, but with practice making
honey-boxes will become pleasant pastime
for long winter evenings, and you will
have boxes ready for use when wanted,
however hurrying may be the season or
suddenly come the demand.

It is not necessary to have the glass very
tight, for when the bees seal the cracks it
makes them firm and solid.

For my own use I principally make
three sizes, as follows:

For narrow single comb box woods, 63§ x2%,
Glags, 5x6, 5x2.
113

‘Cotwo “ s 633x4%5,
Glass, bx6, 5x4.
(13 Three e (13 (39 Gxﬁ‘

Glass, 5x5 7-12, bx5Y5.

At present I am using mostly of the
small size, as they sell best in the New
York market, also in the cities of Roches-
ter and Buffalo; and I am satisfied I can
get as much honey in them as in boxes of
larger capacity.

The two-comb ones are also a very de-
sirable and salable size, when filled aver-
aging about 51 weight. The 6x6 are the
regular Langstroth sized box, holding
between 5 and 61bs when well filled. By
using 5x6 glass on the four sides you have
a box 61l3x6l¢, holding about 714 1bs
gross, which size some may prefer, but
with us is too large to meet with ready
sale in our markets. :

In the bottom of the small box, cut
lengthwise two narrow slots, the outsides
of which come close to the inside edges
of glass, giving the bees a chance to build
comb close to the bottom, which is very
desirable, as they can be handled and
shipped right side up, with less than
ordinary liability to breakage.

The side glass also through this slot can
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be cleaned on inside, which is quite an
advantage, especially when wanted for
exhibiting nice honey. For two-comb
boxes I use three narrow slots for en-
trances.

These boxes can be used on most any
size of movable-comb hive, by removing
honey board and laying strips 1 inch
thick across the frames, for the boxes to
rest on, or upon common box hives, by
boring a number of holes through the top
and laying strips around outside edge of
space, for what boxes it will hold—divid-
ing at proper distance with a cross strip—
put on all the boxes it will hold, covering
with a tight outsipe cap, and you can get
them just as nicely filled as though they
were on hives of more pretentious style.

A standard Langstroth hive holds, by
laying two strips across the frames, 18 of
these small boxes, which filled weigh 40
gross per story, and you have 36 boxes
weighing 80, and so on through the honey
season, accommodating the bees with
plenty of box-room, no matter how great
may be the rush of honey, provided you
always have plenty of empty boxes on
hand; this is really one of the secrets in
obtaining large yields of box honey.

Now to make steel for cutting mortices:
Have your blacksmith hammer from an
old file a piece as near to proper shape as
possible, the chisel part being about an
inch long from shank, and full size of
mortice; file square and true, and with
a three-cornered file cut a notch in bot
tom broadside with sleel, which makes
each narrow edge chisel pointed ; | |
being careful to bave cutting
points flush in width and breadth,
so as not to split wood when the
chisel is pushed through to clean / \
out the mortice. :

Have a thin board pattern, with mor-
tices and nail bholes in proper place, so
fastened as to admit of slipping under it
box-wood to be fitted, which rests upon a
hard wood bottom, in which are slots to
correspond with those in upper piece.
By driving your chisel through the wood
from slots in pattern, and piercing with a
brad-awl holes for nails, you have the
wood ready for using. Get your pattern
right and all your wood will be prepared
alike, and there will not be any difficulty
in putting up boxes provided your glasses
are cut to mark, which can be easily done
by laying them in a box for that purpose.

There are some other details which I
probably had better not occupy space
in describing here, as it is somewhat
difficult to give a plain descripticn with-
out cuts.

If any of your readers would like to see
a box, I will forward them by mail a set
of woods and tins for amount to cover
postage and pay for packing.

These boxes are covered b
tent, dated Jan. 30, 1872, but

letters pa-
intend to be

liberal in disposing of rights and territory
making it more of an inducement for
parties wishing to engage in their many.
facture at a small outlay, to secure them.
selves from cheap, ruinous competition.
A sample box and instructions pertaiy.
ing to their manufacture are worth more
to any one wishing to make and use them,
than the small amount I charge for the
privilege of so doing. C. R. Ismawm,
Peoria, Wyoming Co., N. Y.

For the American Bee Journal,

McFatridge’s Apiary.

While stopping with Mr. P. W. McFat.
ridge, near Carthage, Rush co., Ind,, I be.
came very much interested in hi: im.
proved method of taking care of bees.
His care of bees, the construction of his
new bee house, his improved Langstroth

. hives; and, in fact, everything connected

with his apiary is so simple and so con.
veniently arranged that I thought a few
lines might be written for the improve
ment of others who are less experienced.
First, then, preparing his bees for winter,
—F'ive portable platform cars are loaded
with bees—20 hives on each—in the com.
mencement of cold nights, and are run
into the house or out again in ten min
utes, thus giving the bees the advantage of
a few hours of warm sun even in the win-
ter season. For description of bee house,
cars, &c., see No. 5, Vol. 11. page 111 of
this journal. I have examined many
hives, but I believe the Langstroth hive,
with Mr. McF.’s improvements on it,is
far superior to all others in use. In fact
everything connected with his manage
ment of bees is reduced to a perfect sys
tem. In Sept., 1873, Mr. McFatridge pur
chased of the Rev. L. L. Langstroth his
entire apiary, consisting of 54 colonies,
all Italian bees. Adding these to hisown,
consisting of 68 colonies, gave him one of
the finest apiaries in the State. Mr. Mec
Fatridge has been more or less engaged
in keeping bees for forty years, but nof
until 1867 did he make it his exclusive
business. Like all other apiarists, his
success has been varied as the following
will show:

In 1867 he had 22 colonies, 600 Ibs.

honey, av. 27.

In 1868, 28 colonies, 1,827 tbs., av. 60 Ib(s.
“ 1869,80  « 3100 ¢ ¢ T0°
4 1870, 80 « 3,600 o “ 45 ‘(
“1871,80 o« 4744 ¢« 59
“o1872, 14 ¢ Failure. )
“1873,44 < 4,183 « ¢ 950
“ 1874,60 ¢ 8,629 « ¢ 1437
“ 1875,80 ¢ 2400 ¢ « 30

Average for eight years, 66 1-8 Ibs. -

Total loss of colonies for same time, 310

Purchased in same time 104 colonies &
a cost of $584.00. .

Total surplus honey in same {mé
29,763 1bs., sold at $5,907.00.
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From the above it will be seen that the
keeping of bees under favorable circum-
stances can be made a success, while on
the other hand it may be attended with
greal 10ss. The question then to be solved
% can it be made a success? I answer,
that while a warm, dry season is indispen-
gsible for increasing bges and making
honey, yet the great problem to be
solved is: how shall we keep our bees
through the winter? When Mr. McFat-
ridge gets the ventilation and artificial
heat tc suit him, with his new process, I
think his success in wintering bees will
be assured. A visit to his apiary will
repay any one who desires to get some
new ideas in the management of bees.

A. H. ProcTOR.

Rushville, Ind., Nov. 2d, 1875.

—~-

For the American Bee Journal.

Milk Weed as a Honey Plant.

Considerable has been written in refer-
ence to the destruction of bees, by the
plant called milk weed, and some aver
that it destroys every bee that works upon
it; this is contrary to my observation.
When this plant is in blossom, I have no-
ticed bees gathering honey from it in con-
siderable quantities. Although some bees
are caught while at work upon the blos-
soms, and a goodly number get their feet
clogged with the oblong particles, inter-
fering with their locomotion in a wonder
ful degree. I have seen on the bottom
boards of hives, a teaspoonful of those-
particles, that adhere to their feet, which
undoubtedly were removed by the bees
after returning home in the condition
‘mentioned above. That bees are des-
troyed by this plant, is a matter beyond
dl;‘pute, but the honey they gather from it
will more than balance the loss of a few
bees. In my estimation it is merely a
drop in the” bucket, when we bring the
woth or foul brood into consideration.

Ono, Wis, M. 8. S~xow.

- ————————
For the American Bee Journal.
Give us the Points.

Mr. Newman: Your questions to bee-
keepers have elicited some reports of
wonderful success, and some reports not
0 wonderful. It reminds me of our
California luck in raising corn a few years
%20 here, where we never look for a’drop
of rain after planting. Sometimes it
Woulq come corn, sometimes stalks, and
; iﬁ?et‘stll_ll@ we would get neither. Some-
g \0111 _botatoes x.vould yield tubers,

Sometimes nothing but tops. We

“:zrﬁ lucky or unlucky, and that was all

solvegew about it. The problem had to be

ad 1 and many cornfields were visited,

4l m? peculiar points of cultivation in

grades of success were carefully noted

and comparisons made. The secret was
solved, and now corn and potatoes are as
successfully produced here as in Towa.

In the bée business the reports indicate
that in many cases it is almost as much a
matter of luck as a matter of skill, even
with those who have had the most experi-
ence in the management of the apiary.

By publishing carefully prepared re-
ports from a hundred successful persons,
and the points to which they attribute
their success, great progress may be made
each year, and the points essential to suc-
cess, as shown by the reports, can be fol-
lowed by those who are less successful.

I have carefully calculated the per cent.
gained on the amount invested by a num-
ber of your correspondents in the follow-
ing manner: To have the estimate on a
uniform basis I count the empty hives as
worth a dollar, colonies worth $10, and
honey 20 cents per pound. To the value
of the original stock I add the cost of the
hives used for the new colonies, and also
the value of the honey, if any, fed to the
bees in the spring. Then I credit the ac-
count with the value of the swarms on
hand in the fall, and the honey produced,
thus:

N. CAMERON'S Apiary. Dr. Cr.
To 13 swarms, $10 each....$§130
o “ feed, §1 each, 13
«“ 47 new hives, $1 each... 47

Total debit........ $190
By 60 swarms ............. $ 600
“ 2,000 ibs honey, 20 cts.. 400
Total... .......... $1,000
Net gain .......... 810
Per cent. gained on capital 426

Mr. Cameron had $190 invested and
cleared $810; amounting to a net gain of
426 per cent. on the entire capital in-
vested.

The following list shows the per cent.
gained by others: Per cent.
C. C. Crawford, Kane Co., I11........ 596.
H. Nesbit, Harrison ¢ Ky, ...... 559.
Mrs. M. A. Bills, Hillsdale Co.,Mich. 581.
W. Arms, M. D., Perry Co,, Ill..... 415.
J. 8. Bryant, Harrison «  Mo....839.
Nrs. Hattie Smith, Bureau ¢ TIll. .... 331.5

Mrs. Mary Stibbs, Wayne ¢ Ohio ..320.
J. Ingmundson, Mower ‘ Minn. .310.
J. C. Armstrong, Marshall “ Iowa ..300.
John Cardinal, Brown “ Wis. . .295.
H. F. Walton, Grant o Wis. . .292.
E. H. Rogers, Dodge «“ Neb...201.

J. F. Montgomery, Lincoln Co.,Tenn. 285.
P. H. Bobhart, Platt Co., Mo........ 281.
C. B. Billinghurst, Dodge Co., Wis. .261.
A. H. Hart, Outagamie ‘o Wis. (241,
J. 1. Parent, Saratoga “ N.Y.238.
E. C. L. Larch, M. D., Boone Co., Mo. 205.
Barnum & Peyton, Davidson * Tenn.152.
G. H. Sprague, Steuben Co.,, N. Y....134.
E. Brown, Norfolk Co., Ont........ 130.
J. E. Love, Marshall *“ Tenn....... 126.
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Here are the names of 23 bee-keepers
who have been remarkably successful.
They may be called lucky by some, but
few will doubt that they exercised great
skill in the management of their business.
Now, if each one of these would write a
careful account of the points tried so suc-
cessfully, which enabled them to ac-
complish se handsome a result, I have no
doubt their statements would be studied
with greater care for some time to come
than any other writings on the subject of
bee culture. O. L. ABBOTT.

Santa Barbara, Cal., Nov. 8, 1875.

For the American Bee Journal.
Amateur,

There is a question in the August num-
ber of the Journal, asked by Mr. Ras-
mussen of this county which I think was
answered incorrectly. The question was
as to the cause of brood with blue eyes,
fully grown but left uncapped. My
opinion is, such brood is left uncapped
on account of a small moth worm, which
is near the bottom of the cells and where
the bees cannot reach them. The cells
are left open hoping that the worm may
come out.

If any one will take a sheet of comb
thus aﬁ%cted, and rap on the cells, or in
gsome way so disturb it as to frighten the
worms, you will see them crawl out of
the cells, or from one cell to aneother.
The cells which are lengthened out and
capped only are not drones, but the brood
which has been troubled as above des-
cribed and the worms removed, the brood
being older, is not capped in the same
way as young larve.

The larva or crysalis, described with
blue eyes, is not dead, but it is frequently
the case that the worm has tied it in the
cell so tight that it cannot extricate itself
but has to be cut out by the bees.

I have received many letters asking
additional questions about this locality
for bees, and will answer a few of them
through the columns of the JOURNAL.

Our mountain bee-ranches are the very
best localities for health. We are gener-
ally at an altitude of about 1500 ft.—above
the dampness of the sea coast, and almost
entirely free from frost. Most of the
ranches are from 12 to 25 miles from R. R.
or market of any kind. We generally
sell our honey to eastern dealers. Either
direct or to city men who sell to eastern
dealers. The home market is very small,
compared to the amount of honey pro-
duced. The average net price for extract-
ed or strained honey is about 8 cents per
1., and for comb about 14 cents. A large
majority of the honey is strained or ex-
tracted. There are not many bees for sale
in Los Angeles Co. The average price
per hive, in box hives, is $4.00, and in
mevable comb hives about $8.00. Idon’t

think it would pay any man te bring bees
out here with him from the east, as the
cost in shipping would be too great. [t
will not be more than two years until thig
country will have all the bees that it needs,
There are some good localities not yet
taken up, but they are more inconvenient
to market, say 25 miles away and a pretty
rough road. There are not many locali.
ties in this county that are suitable for
bees, that are more than a mile or two
away from neighbors, and generally there
are several within three miles, some stock
ranches and others bees. There are no
poisonous reptiles here except the rattle.
snake, and but very few of them. Some
Tarantulas, Centipedes and Scorpions, but
they are not to be dreaded, as they are
nocturnal in their habits and their bitc iz
not fatal. Just such clothing as would be
considered ‘spring clothing” in the East,
is needed the year round here. The best
bed is a woolen mattress, with feather
pillows, and a pair of good blankets, and
one quilt. The route is to San Francisco, *
thence by steamer to San Pedro, thence
by rail to Los Angeles. The water here '
in the mountains is very good. As to the
probability of overstocking the market
with honey from California, the idea is
preposterous. The honey district is a
ex:iy small one comparatively speaking,
and will never injure the market.
Orange, Cal. AMATEUR.

ol

For the American Bee Journal,

The Apiary House Question.

I notice in November number of the
BeE JoURNAL an article headed “ House
Apiary,” bearing the signature of M. J.
Stibbs, noticing a house apiary built by
A. I. Root, of Medina County, who is
also editor of “ Gleanings,” etc. The
article states “ that although he has not
yet given the circumstances that led hin
to build it, T am quite sure he intends to
do so, in justice to Mr. Coe, from whom
he procured all the necessary instruction
for building it.” It is true that Mr. Root
visited the house apiary of Mr. Coe, and
became familiar with the plans upod
which Mr. Coe constructed it, yet Mr
Root’s house apiary is by no means
fashioned upon the precise plan of Mr
Coe’s. They are, in iact, quite different
I have personally inspected both of the
houses, and find them to be cons'tructed
upon quite different plans. While that
of Mr. Coe’s ‘is a square building, Mr.
Root’s is an octagon. Other differenct
might be mentioned, did time and spact
permit, but enough has been said to 5110}‘I
that Mr. Root has not fashioned his houst
after the model of Mr. Coe. Mr. ROOE
will, no doubt, in time, give 2 corret
description of his house apiary.

G. W. DEAN.

River Styx, O., Nov. 9, 1875.
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For the American Bee Journal,
Improvements.

FraMEs.—Much has been said about
frames ; they should be made of 7§ luni.
per, top and end bars about 14 an inch
thick, bottom 34 thick.

GuipEs.—Beeswax guides properly put
on are the best, (except comb guides.)
« Novice” will say, don’t use such clum-
sy things; but the fact is the “metal
corpers” are nice, but in practice they
are not so nice. ‘*Novice” harps much
aboutkilling bees,and cutting them in two,
with common frames, and frames sinking
into our metal support. I would say to
the inexperienced that there is but little
danger of cutting bees in two. Of course
an occasional bee will be killed, but you
kill more bees at the end of your frames,
in the hive.- I use a strip of tin 114
inches wides, with one edge folded over to
present a straight, smooth edge, so that
the frames are as easily handled as those
with * metal corners,” besides the advant-
age that we can shake the bees off with
some degree of satisfaction; while with
the ““corners” you must brush off, per-
haps one-fourth of the bees. If “ Novice”
can shake oft very nearly all the bees
from his combs, *“ just as easy as can be”
(" Gleanings,” page 142), then his bees are
different from mine.

QuiLts.—Some use quilts; others think
they are too bothersome and expensive. I
find that it don’t pay to use either, alone.
I have used a quilt with a board on if, the
past season, and like it a great deal better
than either, alone. So you see my quilts
are easily made to fit. My bees do not
huild an inch of comb under the quilt as
they used to do. In October I took off
the boards, opened the hives, took out all
unsealed stores and cut winter passages
through all the combs, took out two
combs, leaving eight spread with about
25 s of honey.

[ think quite favorably of the house
aplary, but you don’t find me making an
more complicated fixtures, such as di-
Vision boards between hives, room for
one or two hundred pounds comb-honey,

~ete. T think our hives should be made
especially adapted to the use of the ex-
tractor, and then if I can engage comb.
honey at 25 cents gross, I may run a part
oT'my force to comb-honey. "All the ex-
perience I have had with the apiary
house, was in carrying my bees into my
Yee-house, this fall, to take out the un-
sealed honey, and see that they had not
less thap 20, nor more than 30 ibs of
Staled stores. Sometimes I find that they
are rather bothersome, crawling over the
ge of the hive. To obviate that trouble
shall make my in-door hives with rab-

¢S three inches deep. I shall use 20
€ombs 13%x11 inches.

find there is but little danger of sting-

ing in the house. I was stung but twice
in handling 70 stocks, and then they flew
into my face when I raised the quilt be-
fore they knew they were in prison. The
house must be kept light or there is dan-
ger. I never found it necessary to extract
after night. I thought I would try it, but
soon got enough of it. There are a great
many drones in most of my hives now, but
they will soon be nearly all killed.

On page 140 of Gleanings, ‘ Novice”
says there are about 10 sheets of comb
foundations 6x16, in a pound. I bought
one pound, 8 sheets 6x13. I think they
are just what we want, provided they are
not toa costly. If Mr. Long could make
the foundations 10 inches wide and sell
them for 75 cents, or less, by taking say
$50 worth or more, it would be a good in-
vestment.

I had 50 stocks one year ago in rather
poor shape, as many of them had more or
less unsealed stores. [ lost in March and
April, 25,80 I had but 25 weak stocks left.
I increased to 70—50 good stocks and 20
rather weak. The weather was so very
untavorable in September that I could not
build them up as strong as 1 expected to.
I did notextract any till July 25, and since
that I did not get a very good yield of
honey, yet I averaged 150 Ibs extracted
honey, and have 300 extra combs built. If
I should have 50 strong stocks next April
and a little better season, I think I could
average 300 ibs.

« Novice” does not tell us why honey
flies over the top of the can. In revolv-
ing the comb frame the air flies upward
in a circle, and if the honey is thick, as it
should be, at a temperature of 75 or 80°,
the honey will be thrown upward in fine
particles, or threads, by the rising current
of air. R. 8. BECKTELL.

New Buffalo, Mich., Nov. 8, 1875.

e
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For the American Bee Journal.
Housing Bees.

In our northern climate, the protection
of bees, through the winter, by some
means or other, is a matter of the greatest
importanee. Bees, like any other stock,
if well wintered, are ready in spring for
a good summer’s labor, and it poorly
wintered will take the best part of the
season to gain sufficient strength to even
sustain themselves. The United States
comprise such a variety of climates, that
the same means would not answer in all
sections. Having wintered my bees, the
last two winters, in what Mr. Langstroth
terms a clamp, I feel confident that it is
the safest and best plan to winter them
here in the far north, at least, where
the soil remains frozen from November
until April. I placed 40 stocks in a
clamp the last winter, (which was a se-
vere one for bees) and they remained in
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it tive months, and all came out in good
condition. The one I constructed was
modified somewhat from the one Mr.
Langstroth described in his work, merely
for convenience. Having selected the
highest ground, near the bee yard, for the
clamp, I measured off 16x16 feet, dug out
the soil one foot deep, throwing it out at
each side for covering; I then set four
posts in the center on a square of 8 feet
and 6 feet high, pining pieces on top of
the posts to sustain the inward pressure,
after being covered. I covered the top
with strong poles, placing them 8 or 10
inches apart, and treating the sides the
same, placing the bottom of the side
poles on the top of the ground, which
would give them an inclination of about
45 degrees. On one side put a door, the
jamb being a foot wide, and the same
position, or slant, as the sides. It is then
ready to cover with siraw (hay is better),
cover all with earth 1 foot thick, and you
have it ready for the bees. Make a cover
for the door and place it on the jamb on
the outside. Cut a hole in one corner of
the door 3x3 inches for ventilation; or
ventilating tubes would be better. It is
well to let it remain a few days, with the
cover off, to dry out before putting in the
bees. When they are put in have the
hives as dry as possible; give them up-
ward ventilation, and disturb them after-
wards as little as possible.
M. S. S~xow.
Ono, Wis., Dec. 1, 1875.

For the American Bee Journal.

Effects of the Extractor on Brood.

The question of J. W. Dunn, page 267,
December number of the JOURNAL, is
often asked, and is a very important one.
The various opinions on the subject seem
to show a lack of careful investigation.
This is not as it should be; and the ques-
tion ought to be settled beyond all perad-
venture before the next season for extract-
in%‘has passed.

he results of my careful attention to
this subject has taught me:

1st. Eggs can not be thrown out by the
use of the extractor.

2nd. Young larvee are not injured by
the extractor unless thrown out.

3rd. Ninety per cent. of the larvee that
are thrown out by my extractor are drone
larvee. .

The drone larve owing to the larger size
of the cells, and their greater weight when
several days old, are more easily displaced
than worker larve.

As very young larve and eggs are often
removed from the cells, when put into a
strange colony, it is necessary to notice
whether combs are put into their proper
hive or not. I think this the likelist
source of error in determining this ques-
tion.

A daily examination of the combs of
queenless colonies that had been extracted
failed to discover, in several instances,
any other change in the contained brood
and eggs, than was due to growth and
development.

Some apiarists say: always run the bot.
tom of comb tforward in the extractor, to
make the honey come out easier. Now I
can see no difference in this respect; and
theoretically there is none, for the centrif.
ugal force acts in a straight line, outward
from the center. *

A careless hand will sometimes break
combs by starting or stopping too sud-
denly, especially if the gearing is such as
to require a rapid motion of the hand,
thus giving more power over the revolv-
ing frames.

The most common objection that I have
observed to the extractors offered for sale
is that the combs are too near the cenier
of the machine. Some that are on the
market have the comb-.racks so close to
the center, that the tendency is to split the
combs down the middle when in rapid
motion. Ww. C. Pt

Maysville, Ky.

e
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For the American Bee Journal
Chips from Sweet Home.

Sepr. 14. —Our apiary numbers 108
hives, of which 50 are storing in boxes,
slinging from 15, 41 comb-building, and
two have queens not laying.

Sinee we have Italianized our apiary
we are troubled but little by the moth;
ants and spiders are worse this year.

Some time since some writer said that
the Italians built larger cells than the
black bees. A few days since we got &
swarm of black bees, and had an oppor-
tunity to verify it; their worker comb
measured 100 cells in two inches square
(or four square inches), and the Italians
only 82 in two inches square. Is this dif
ferénce in size an improvement or not?
Are Italians smaller by being raised in
cells by black bees? .

We use all good drone comb for guides
in surplus boxes. To secure this we are
cutting out drone comb, and have our
comb-builders fill in with worker comb;
for this purpose we employ nuclei aud
weak swarms, giving them from 2 to 3
full combs of brood and one or two empty
frames or combs, from which we have cub
drone comb; these we keep strong bY
crowding with a division-board, and ex-
amine once every two or three days, aC
cording to the tendency to build dron¢
comb, which is regulated by the amount
of honey being gathered, building worker
if scarce, and vzce versa.

How would 1 secure the greatest am.Ou“t"
of W®xhoney? I would have large hives;
if Langstroth frame, 9x17 inches outside
measurement; I would have 13 frames-
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Commence in the spring with as many
combs as the bees can cover, when honey
and pollen is not to be gathered, stimulate
by feeding rye-flour and sweetened water;
insert between each two combs of brood
an empty comb; in this you will need to
be guided by the prolificness of the queen,
amount of bees and the weather, using a
division-board, until you have filled the
hive with 18 frames of brood. Have the
hives made with a front or entrance at
both ends; these you will regulate, keep-
ing them more or less open according to
weather and strength of colony. If you
use the Langstroth blocks that have slots,
put the slotted side up, as they harbor
WOIms.

Be careful not to put any drone comd in
the hive, for they will raise a lot of useless
consumers and #neite them to swarm.
Did you ever know a hive to swarm that had
no drone-comb? Have all worker-comb full
of brood, and the hive crowded with bees,
and they will only leave your sweetened
water for honey abroad. Put on 12 6.1b.
boxes, or better, use a section-box of frames
similar to the one used by Clark and
Harbison, of California. 1 make them as
follows: Upright side pieces, 17% inches
long, 134 inches wide, and 3§ inch thick;
top piece, 61{x18{x3.16; this piece is
nailed on top of side pieces; bottom piece
is 14 inch square and 514 inches long;
this isnailed between the side pieces, with
one corner downward; for nailing use
Jath nails. These frames are held to-
gether by a thin strip of wood laid ina ¥4-
inch mortice in the center of the outsides
of side pieces, and tacked with cigar tacks
in the end sections. A 13.frame Lang-
stroth hive will hold four of these section
boxes, of 11 frames each, with a storage
capacity of 112 lbs, instead of 72 Ibs, in
boxes. We put 6x7 glass on each end of
the section box with glue, these frames
will hold about 214 ibs, and may be re-
tailed separately. ‘These frames give us
the advantage of large boxes (bees will
store more in a large box than in small
ones), more surplus room, and when par-
tially filled they may be emptied with the
slinger and the honey sold, instead of lay-
g by from 1 to 41bs per box till next
season. The frames will need a thin strip
of comb as a guide, which may be fas-
tened to the top piece with glue or bees-
Wwax and resin, of equal parts.

About once a month it is well to open
hives that are run for box honey, and
fmpty any combs that are filled and re-
turn, putting them in the center and those
filled with brood to the outside.

The season of 1875 has been very cool
With us, as will be seen by the followin
Lotes kept: Mar. 80, fahrenheit, 80 © s Apri
16 and 17,20° ; remaining cool till May
T, 84° ; then about ten days warm, then
tool till June 20, then cool nights, being

about 550 ip morning, and up to 80° at

noon. Aug. 22,5A. M., 43°: Aug. 23, 5
A.M., 40°; at1 P. M. of same day, 76°.
Aug. 25,5 A. M, 70°;1P.M, 90°; con-
tinuing warm till Sept. 10, 5 A. M., 55©;
then rained every day till Sept. 18, when
we had a light frost.

I set out, March 27, 54 hives out of 100
put in cellar. April 6th, gathered pollen;
May 7, first drone seen; bass-wood, apple,
wild and tame cherry, plumb; white
clover, failed to produce any honey; rasp-
berries, mustard, produced some. July 8,
bees commenced and gathered consider-
able from ebow brush; then, Aug. 10, they
commenced on buckwheat, of which we
had 25 acres within 114 miles; they left
buckwheat, which yielded well, for the
Mississippi bottom fall flowers, gathering
considerable till frost, when a heavy rain
cut the flow of honey short.

On account of cold weather, bees worked
but little in boxes, storing it below, crowd-
ing the brood to a small space. Ten hives
which I run for slung honey kept crowded
with bees and brood, and did not swarm,
but those storing in boxes had the swarm-
ing manja. From Aug. 25 till Sept 10, I
increased to 108 hives, but 3 being queen-
less I united them with others, leaving 105
to try the winter with.

We took 1,000 1bs box honey and 2,000
Tbs slung honey. D. D. PALMER.

Eliza, Mercer Co., Ill., Oct. 2, 1875.

— -

For the American Bee Journal.

What They Did, and How They Did It.

DEAR JoUuRNAL: —The summer is ended,
the honey harvestis past for the year 1875,
and it is now the duty of the bee-keeper to
repay the little busy bees for their last
season’s work, by preparing them care-
fully to exist during the long and ‘cold
winter that we are destined to have in
this latitude. It is also the farther duty
of every bee-keeper to carefully look over
his last season’s work and see what he
has accomplished—comparing his losses
with his success, also carefully reading
the AMERICAN BEE JOoURNAL and then
trying to make next season more of a suc-
cess than the last. That, I consider the
way to make bee-keeping a success. I
commenced last spring with 18 stocks, 3
of which were queenless; the sprin