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PREFACE

I Am told, it is indispensable there should be a
Preface to this little work; but I am quite at a loss
what to put in it. What I had to say on the subject
upon which it treats, I have said in the book, and I am
not aware of any thing I wish to add or withdraw. I
can only hope the perusal of the book may afford as
much pleasure to my readers as the writing it has
given me, in recalling pleasant memories of many
friends, both two and four-footed, some of whom have
long since “ joined the majority.” As recording the
impressions of one who has had considerable practical
experience with many varieties of the canine race, and
been brought into constant contact with the best speci-
mens, I think my book is somewhat out of the usual
run of doggy books. While in no wise seeking to pro-
duce a scientific treatise, nor yet a natural history, in the
ordinary acceptation of the term, my wish has been so
to write on the subject as to stir up in the minds of
any of my readers, unacquainted with the many charms
possessed by dogs, a desire to adopt some kind of dog
as a companion and friend, and to confirm the affection
and regard of my multitudinous dog-loving friends, so
that they may be disposed to extend the borders of their
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iv PREFACE

fancy, and possibly be interested and amused by some
of the humours and vagaries of the Show Rings or the
Doggy Anecdotes. These, when they are not within my
personal knowledge, I have endeavoured to verify, so
as to avoid the “ Fairy Tales” we sometimes read
under the title of “ Doggy Stories.” Before closing
these remarks, I must express my deep gratitude, to my
friend Mr. R. H. Moore, who has given my book the in-
estimable advantage of his talented pencil, in portray-
ing so many excellent, and truthful portraits of the
“ Lights of the Canine World,” including more than
sixty “ Champions,” of their respective varieties. I am
not aware that such a number of Canine Celebrities
has ever before been gathered together in one vol-
ume, and they represent some of the best pictures of
dogs I have ever seen, even of Mr. Moore’s, and, I
think most dog lovers will acknowledge that he is
particularly happy in hitting off the expressions, and
catching the actual likeness of his subjects, most
kindly taking up the matter for me, when very much
pressed with other commissions, not only giving me
the benefit of his valuable advice in the selection of the
most distinguished, and typical, specimens for the dif-
ferent varieties procurable, but entered into the work
with the utmost ardour, and zeal ; I feel therefore more
indebted to him than I can express, for enabling me to
present to the Public such an interesting and, I hope,
instructive Picture Gallery of Dogs of the present
day. With these few words I commend my little book
to the troublous waters of public favour.



INTRODUCTION

I surposE, if we take the whole of the Animal King-
dom, in any way associated with man, either as com-
panion, or helper, there is none to compare, in popu-
larity, with the subject of these notes; but yet I have
often found in conversation, even with lovers of ani-
mals, very mistaken notions about dogs, their varieties,
characteristics and peculiarities. I think there are
more known and acknowledged varieties of dog, than
of any other of the animals, we are at all familiar with,
and the ways, sizes, appearance and characteristics
differ so greatly that it is hardly possible, one would
imagine, to find any person to whom some kind of a
dog would not appeal. I wish, if possible, to say some-
thing to stir up in the minds of some not hitherto keep-
ing a dog, the desire to do so, and whether merely as a
guard or companion or with a view to trying to breed
some good specimens, and, occasionally, to send to
some of the Exhibitions of Dogs, which have so in-
creased in number and quality during the last twenty
years, that I have frequently heard it stated, that tak-
ing out Saturdays and Sundays, there is a Dog Show
being held somewhere or other on every ordinary day
in the year!

v



vi INTRODUCTION

I would strongly advise the obtaining a well-bred
dog, of whatever variety is selected, as, not only is it
more satisfactory to have about you the best procurable
type of any breed you may fancy, whether dogs or any-
thing else, but if you want to part with either the orig-
inals, or any of their progeny, it is usually much easier
to find purchasers and at much better prices for what is
called “ pedigree stock,” that is of which the parentage
for one or more generations is known, than when no
particulars or references can be given.

There are fashions in dogs, the same as in other
things, and I can remember a great many ‘‘ crazes ” for
different breeds of dog. Fox Terriers, which are
smart, lively, game little fellows, well able to adapt
themselves to almost any circumstances, have had a
long term of favour, and are still largely kept, perhaps
as largely as any breed of their size; another ele-
ment in their favour,is their not having much coat, and
so not bringing in much mud upon them, even in
dirty weather, if kept in the house. This, of course,
has been rather against Skye Terriers, which are other-
wise capital dogs for the house, full of life and
spirit, but, to be kept in any order, they must be occa-
sionally brushed, or their coats, which should be hard
and straight, somewhat of the texture and straightness
of a horse’s tail, will get matted, and be a disfigurement,
instead of an ornament.

A great movement has existed, for sometime, in fa-
vour of the Irish Terrier, who should be almost un-
broken in reddish-brown colour, I mean with little or no
shading, what is called self colour. This is a “ good all
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round " breed, able to follow a horse, a trap, be a good
guard or companion, take care of himself in his *“ walks
abroad,” or have a turn at anything which comes in
his way in the vermin line. ;

Two more breeds I can strongly recommend to any
in doubt as to a suitable dog to take up as household
guard or companion. These are the Scottish Ter-
rier, often called the Die-hard, or Aberdeen-Terrier,
a rather cobby, short legged breed, with a pointed
head, ears standing straight up, short back, and
gaily carried tail, colour generally, nearly black, griz-
zled, or brindled. I believe I brought, in 1868, the
first of the breed ever seen in England (at any rate I
had not seen one before), from a place called Uig,
in the island of Skye, and quite a character he was,
and I could give many instances of his great sa-
gacity, and very quaint ways, during the many years
he lived with me. I regret to say he has long gone to
the ““ happy hunting grounds.” T shall say something
more of him amongst the ““ Anecdotes of Dogs,” fur-
ther on.

The other breed I referred to is the Dandie Dinmont
Terrier, immortalized by Sir Walter Scott. For intelli-
gence, pluck, faithfulness, and general adaptability to
the ways, and wishes, of his owner, I do not know any
breed to surpass it. In many cases, I have known a
strain of Dandies kept up for generations, in families,
and the affection between the dogs, and their owners,
is so great, that no money would bring about a parting,
and I have often seen pedigrees and genealogical trees
of well known strains of Dandies, taking them back a
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dozen generations, and prized very highly by their
owners or breeders.

Whatever the decision come to by an intending
keeper of a dog, if it is to be an inmate of the house,
and is one of the smaller breeds, a box or basket
should be provided in some place free from draughts,
and after sprinkling either a little sawdust impregnated
with disinfectant, or the disinfectant itself, put in some
straw for a bed, this is better and less likely to harbour
insect life, than hay, or any kind of rug, or mat.

But if the dog is to be kept out of doors, obtain one
of the improved kennels, with the entrance at the side,
which affords a shelter from the wind, rain, and snow,
and have a chain constructed with two or, preferably,
three swivels in it, that it cannot become twisted up.
Many a dog has been injured and even killed by neglect
of these little matters.

Of course, if convenience can be found, it is much
better no¢ to tie up a dog at all. No dog of mine,
(and I have had hundreds during the last twenty-
five years, of almost every known breed) ever catches
sight of a collar or chain, except at a show, and, con-
trary to the popular idea which I have often heard
expressed by sympathisers with the dogs on the show
benches, dogs accustomed to exhibition work delight in
it, and the sight of a dog’s travelling box or basket, or
the rattle of a chain, with the show label on it, is suffi-
cient to cause the wildest excitement amongst my dogs
at any time, each dog hoping it may be his good fortune
to go to the show, which they look upon as great enter-
tainment.
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I will undertake to say, that, if a dozen boxes or
baskets are placed in the yard, with the lids open,
and as many dogs let out of their kennels, you shall
find an occupant in every box, within five minutes,
and that each shall choose the box he usually travels
in! It is far better to enclose your dog, or dogs,
in one of the many forms of loose boxes, or ken-
nels, now procurable of so many firms who cater for
dogs’ requirements, something in the way of a kennel,
or sleeping box, with railed in run attached. One of the
neatest and best, at anything like the price, (ninety shil-
lings, if my memory serves me,) I have seen, is made
by Mr. William Calway, Sharpness, Gloucestershire,
who has made quite a leading article in his trade, of
this kind of work. .

Another matter to be attended to is, to give the
dog plenty of exercise, unless the weather positively
prevents it. Many people seem to fancy, if a dog is
taken into the air, in a carriage, or other convey-
ance, that this is sufficient, but, ¢ is not so, and the
generality of dogs are all the better, for at least two
hours’ walking exercise every day, during which time,
they will nearly, or quite, double the distance trav-
ersed by their master or mistress, and perhaps get a
drink, pick up some grass, or otherwise amuse them-
selves!

As regards water, dogs do not drink so much as
many people suppose, and it is better to keep a sup-
ply, of course frequently changed, in the yard outside
the kennel, or sleeping box. Dogs, as a rule, like a
drink when going out or returning from exercise, more
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than they do in their own quarters, and if it be kept
there, particularly when two or more inmates are
together, it is almost sure to be upset, and make the
place look bad, besides being uncomfortable.

A very important matter is the feeding of the dogs.
In these days, when so many firms are producing bis-
cuits, on purpose to cater for the wants of the vast
doggy community, there is no difficulty in getting some
of them, but, I have found, in a long experience with
dogs, that, although almost all breeds will eat dog bis-
cuits—some even take them when given whole, and
chop them up like bones, even dry—it is better, in most
cases, to break them up, about the size of walnuts, and
soak them the day previously to use, in hot water, or
broth, or even cold water. If boiled vegetables, pota-
toes, cabbage, or some such, be mixed with them after-
wards, it is not only more palatable, but better for the
dogs, than the biscuit alone, and occasionally, say once
in a week or ten days, a little flour of brimstone, in the
proportion of about a teaspoonful for a fair-sized dog,
should be mixed with the food.

We know, ourselves, that whatever our food, the
most tempting that money could buy, we should tire of
it, if always the same, and it is precisely the same with
animals, so that,the more it is varied, the better, even if
the change is slight, and all who have had much to do
with dogs, will know that some dogs, and even some
breeds of dogs, are very fanciful and capricious in their
appetites, and not always disposed to do well.

When dogs are “off their feed,” a sheep's head,
boiled, and then broken up, and the bones, meat, and
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broth mixed with their ordinary food, will generally
“fetch ” the most dainty feeder; other dogs are very
keen on oatmeal porridge, made as for human beings,
but, of course, with no sugar, which I may say should
never be given, in any form, to dogs, as it is an un-
natural and injurious food for them, although they are
usually quite willing to eat a lump of sugar at almost
any time, but they are much better without it. Milk
(unskimmed, otherwise it is likely to upset their stom-
achs), is also a capital thing for dogs in low condition,
or out of sorts. It is best given cold, or lukewarm,
after being boiled, as in its natural state it is thought
liable to cause worms, but, of course, this is not always
the case. I have also found “bovril” useful as a
“ pick-me-up,” or appetizer, for animals on the sick list
or those who are “ bad doers.”
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A FEw Worps ABouT DoGs IN GENERAL

In THESE days of progress, when the tendency of
everyone, and everything, seems to be to go ahead and
try to outdo all that has been done by everyone else,
in fact, as we so often see it termed, ‘‘ to beat the rec-
ord,” I think I am stating only the actual fact, that, in
the history of the world, dogs were never so highly
thought of as they are now, nor were they ever so
catered for, in a variety of ways, nor so generally
popular.

And when we consider the many varieties of the
species, differing as much as is possible in the members
of one family, and the appearance, habits, dispositions,
uses and characteristics, just as various, it is not to be
wondered at that they enjoy such an amount of public
favour, as it must be a strangely constituted human
being to whom 1o breed of dog is acceptable !1

1
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The numerous packs of stag and foxhounds, harriers,
beagles, and other hounds, kept throughout the United
Kingdom, not only are the means of providing an im-
mense amount of sport for our countrymen, but are,
also, directly and indirectly the cause of the great im-
provements which have been effected in the breed of
our horses, particularly those suited for hunters and
cover hacks, and, therefore, the cause, also, of the cir-
culation of a vast amount of money in our own country
every year, espécially amongst farmers, millers, sad-
dlers, hay and corn dealers, trainers, keepers, kennel-
mert, g‘rcuums helpers and-a large number of others,
more ‘or ess connécied ‘awith hunting and its sur-
roundings.

To take another branch of the same subject, just
consider what a large body of men are interested
and employed in the breeding, rearing, and training of
the vast number of high class greyhounds, which are
kept in some parts of the country, not only for the
competitions in the important national events, but, even
for private owners, who make a hobby of an occasional
trial with their dogs. Then again, the great army
of keepers, kennelmen, and gillies, kept throughout
the kingdom, to look after and, in some cases, to breed,
and break, the deerhounds, pointers, setters, retrievers,
and spaniels, which add so much to the pleasure of a
true sportsman’s daily work amongst game of all kinds,
from deer-stalking to shooting black-cock, grouse, par-
tridges, pheasants, etc. (although many persons now-
a-days seem to go on the principle of getting a big total
of the days, or weeks’ ““ shoot,” and care little for the
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real pleasure of seeing the dogs “ work,” and do credit,
or otherwise, to care and attention devoted to their
training), obtain employment, and I have found them,
as a rule, a highly respectable class of men, often gen-
erations of the same family being in the service of one
family, and most jealous of the reputation of the
master, his dogs, and covers.

To take some of our other utility dogs, those of my
readers who have visited the cattle market of any large
sized town or city, cannot have failed to notice the dogs
which attend the professional drovers there, many of
them rough looking enough, in all conscience, but, as
for intelligence, why, they are brimful of it, and willing
and able to do wonders with the cattle and sheep in the
open, or on the road afterwards, understanding the few
words said to them, and eager to carry out their orders,
and although sometimes erring through excess of zeal,
the reverse is seldom the case, and I am pleased to say
(as I have known and conversed with many of the men
who are acquainted with my love for animals, and
know what numbers I have bred and owned), that the
greater part of them value their dogs, and appreciate
their services, so much so, that what might be con-
sidered really big offers, have frequently been refused
by them. One of them said to me, “ What good, sir,
for me to take a ten pound note for ‘ Bess,” I couldn’t do
nothing without she, and ’twould take me a doose of a
time to make another larn to do like she can, with the
beasts, and that, let alone her being such a ‘pal,” and
my missus, she do think a deal of Bess, to be sure sir.”

I have no doubt, that a great many varieties of dog
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have been pressed into the service of the many and
some highly accomplished troupes of performing dogs,
which the great increase of music halls throughout the
kingdom as well as the continent have brought for-
ward. I have at different times seen Great Danes,
Scotch Deer Hounds, Dalmatians, Poodles, and many
members of some of the Terrier and Spaniel families
and hosts of undoubted mongrels taking part in these
entertainments, as well as occasionally Greyhounds and
Collies, but these were, I think, exclusively engaged in
jumping competitions, when a sort of steeplechase was
arranged. These come under the category of “ utility
dogs,” as they assist their owners in gaining a living,
and the same may be said of the blind men’s dogs,
which are a great multitude, and enjoy freedom from
taxation, on the ground of their value to their helpless
owners.

Another interesting class of utility dogs are those
we see at so many of our railway stations and
other public places with a small box hanging under
their chins, in which may be placed any donations the
charitable are disposed to give to the “ Railway Ser-
vants’ Benevolent Association,” or some other charita-
ble object, and from the way the animals run up to
passengers, to be noticed, and wait, patientiy, while a
coin is found, and placed in their boxes, gives one the
idea they know what is going on, and that the credit
of a “good haul” at the end of the day, will be in
some measure reflected on the carrier of the collecting
box! 1 have often been surprised to see mentioned,
in the newspapers, the large sums a single dog has been
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the means of gathering, in this way, for some good
object, and, for aught I know, there may have been
dogs hard at work, during 1898-9, for “ The Prince of
Wales’s Hospital Fund,” or other charitable objects!

One use to which dogs were formerly put, as “ Turn-
spits,” and another as beasts of burden, I am pleased
to say are no longer allowed by law. I have often,
when a child, seen them employed in the latter capacity
in the West of England, drawing small, usually two-
wheeled carts, with not only the usual market stock
and trade utensils, but sometimes the owner, in shape
of a burly man or woman seated on the top, and not
unfrequently racing along country roads with the own-
ers of similar vehicles, often with two or three dogs to
each, harnessed in tandem fashion, the noise and ex-
citement of the cavalcade being very great, and an-
nouncing their approach long before their coming in
sight. I am very pleased that both these abuses of
dogs have been abolished here, although as beasts of
burden they are still extensively employed on the con-
tinent of Europe, and, I'am bound to say, I have not
seen them ill treated, badly fed, or seeming neglected.

Of course, we know that in the Arctic regions dogs,
as carriers, are actual necessaries, and that locomotion,
difficult and dangerous enough there under any cir-
cumstances, would be simply impossible without the
aid of the Esquimaux dogs, of which I have seen a
good deal, and handled many. They have a dense
double coat, are very wolf-like in expression and shape
of head, with small; pointed ears, oblique, sly-looking
eyes, rather long, arched necks, and tails with char-
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acteristic curl and carriage. I do not consider them very
sociable, but they would, I dare say, be all right with
persons they knew well. I fancy they are a breed that
has never been ““ made much of,” (particularly in their
native lands,) by their owners, but usually get what is
popularly known as ““ more kicks than halfpence,” and
when “off duty,” have often to go on short commons,
or do a little cadging on their own account, and being
thrown on their own resources, we know (on the au-
thority of the late immortal ““ Mr. Weller, Senr.” evi-
denced in the case of his well known son “ Sam!”’) has
a great tendency to sharpen the wits, and it is the same
with the Esquimaux dogs, who always struck me as
very suspicious of attentions from strangers, however
well intentioned they may be.
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CHAPTER II
Doags UseDp IN SPORT
STAGHOUNDS—FOX HOUNDS— I ARRIERS—BEAGLES

The Staghound.—This is not a hound that will re-
quire a long dissertation from me. There are but few
packs in England which hunt the deer at all, and still
less that hunt the wild deer; these are commonly sup-
posed to be the same aswere formerly called “Southern
Hounds,” and as the large tracts of land formerly
waste and forest have been gradually brought under
cultivation, the places most available for stag hunting
have disappeared. They were celebrated for ‘‘ tongue,”
and made plenty of music as they followed the wind-
ings of the deer, but they were not even moderately
fast hounds, and it is a fact, that no very fleet hounds
can be musical. Devon, which has always been a
great country for sport, has, for many years, kept up
a pack of Staghounds, besides others, as we find * Nim-
rod” states “although the going in that county is
about the worst in the world, more hounds are kept in
Devon than in any three counties in .England. In
1849, Devon possessed eight established packs of Fox-
hounds, three of other hounds, the Staghounds, and
many a ‘ Parish Pack’ kept by subscription.” The
general run of Staghounds appear, both in shape, style

9
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and colour, like large Foxhounds, and are commonly
supposed to be formed from drafts from the Fox-
hounds too large for those packs. The modern Stag-
hound is about twenty-four inches high, or more; they
are seldom so level in colour, shape, or kennel likeness,
as you see in first-class packs of Foxhounds and Har-
riers. The Royal Buckhounds are an exception; they
are kept in sound condition, and the best matching pack
in the kingdom, of the prevailing hound colours, in-
cluding every marking, except the blue mottle, thought
to be indicative of the “ Harrier cross.” The various
colours need not be set out here, nor is it necessary, in
a breed so seldom shown, to give the points of excel-
lence more fully than to say that great muscular
strength, plenty of bone, courage, excellent scenting
powers, and speed, are indispensable, as the quarry
hunted is usually in as fine condition as a race-horse,
and nearly as fast, often has been out before on a simi-
lar occasion, knows the country well, and means giving
his pursuers what is vulgarly termed “ a run for their
money!” Still, it must be admitted, unlike the packs
of all nations in the middle ages, the Staghounds of
our times are well disciplined and steady, and the stag
is more fairly hunted than he was, even in the reign
of Queen Elizabeth, so often described, (although I
am bound to say I am not included amongst her ad-
mirers) as “ Good Queen Bess!”

The Foxhound.—I do not propose to go very deeply
into the history of this well-known and highly popular
breed, or enter into its supposed origin, about which
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there is so much difference of opinion. When one
remembers the great number of packs of Foxhounds
in the United Kingdom, supported either by private
enterprise (like that of the late lamented Duke of
Beaufort, K. G., who, for such a number of years, bore
the burden of providing sport, over a large area, in the
West of England, four and five days a week through-
out the hunting seasons; in later years so ably seconded
in his efforts by his son, the present Duke,) or by sub-
scription, we cannot fail to recognise the fact, that this
breed of dog has done much to keep sportsmen in
touch with each other in our land, been the means of
circulating a vast amount of money in a great many
directions, and had a very important influence on the
breeding of Hunters and Coverhacks, for which the
United Kingdom holds such a high reputation. Beck-
ford, who has been considered one of the highest au-
thorities on hunting, says :—* Without taking upon me
to describe what requisites may be necessary to form a
good Prime Minister, I will describe some of those
which are essentially necessary towards making a per-
fect Huntsman; qualities which, I will venture to say,
would not disgrace more brilliant situations, such as
clear head, nice observation, quick apprehension, un-
“daunted courage, strength of constitution, activity of
body, a good ear, and a melodious voice.” In speaking
of the Foxhound, he goes on to say, “If he is not of
perfect symmetry, he will neither run fast, or bear
much work,” and describes him as follows :—*‘ Let his
legs be straight as arrows, his feet round, and not too
large; his chest deep, and back broad; his head small,
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his neck thin; his tail thick and brushy; if he carries
it well, so much the better. Such young hounds, as
are out at the elbow, or weak from the knee to the foot,
should never be taken into the pack. I find that I have
mentioned a ‘““small head” as one of the necessary
points about a hound, you will please to understand it,
as relative to beauty only, for as to goodness, I believe
large headed hounds are in no way inferior. As to
colour, there is much diversity of taste; very often the
head and ears are of a brilliant red, or fallow, with a
white mouth and lips, and a streak of white, technically
known as a ““ blaze,”” down the head, a white collar and
chest, more or less black markings in blotches, or a
saddle on the body, and part of tail, white legs and
belly. The rich colour on head has a pleasing effect,
and if the cheeks are tan-marked, and there is the white
“ blaze ”’ before mentioned, it gives a light character to
the head, or, if orange is mixed with, and under, the
black markings, such would form “almost a perfect
combination of true hound colouring.” I may, fitly,
conclude my few remarks on this interesting breed with
the following description of the desired points: The
head should be light, airy, sensible, and, at the same
time, full of dignity; it should have a certain amount
of chops, and the forehead slightly wrinkled. The
neck should be long and clean; the least looseness, or
throatiness, is fatal to appearance. Where it joins the
head, it should be fine, gradually widening to the
shoulders. A long neck is most important, in the
breed. as helping the scent, whereas, a short neck, not
only would impede action, but pace, also. The ears
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should be close to the sides of the head and be set on
low. The shoulders, long, and sloping gracefully.
Chest deep, and not too narrow. The elbows well let
down, in a line with the body. The forelegs well
clothed with muscle, “straight as darts,” strong in
bone from elbows to feet. The ankles, or pasterns,
must neither turn in, or out, nor stand back and should
be strong and large. The least tendency in the feet
“ turning out,” is most destructive to endurance and
pace, if any deviation from the straight line, they
should rather turn in. In shape, they should be round,
not flat, or fleshy. The divisions, between the toes,
should be apparent. The soles, firm, hard, and very
enduring. The back must be straight, wide, and mus-
cular. The loins strong, square and wide, with deep,
not flat, back-ribs. The hindquarters, very strong
and muscular, with wide appearance from behind, long
as well as large. Straight hocks, rather out than in,
with strong, short bone from hock to heel. The stern
should be gaily carried, should end in a fine point, little
feathered, but not actually smooth, strong at root,
gradually tapering to tips. Black, white and hound-
tan, is perhaps the best colour. When the black is very
prominent, and the tanned markings slight, the hounds
are said to be “black and white.” When the colours
are mixed, they are said to be “ pied.” Hare, badger,
red, tan, and yellow-pies, are the best, in that order of
merit. The coat should -be dense, although smooth
and glossy. The well-shaped foxhound seems, owing
to his well-proportioned frame, much smaller than he
really is. When thoroughly and closely examined, his
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beauty and fitness for the work he has to perform, and
the immense amount of speed, strength, courage, and
endurance, he so often requires, will be fully appreci-
ated by the observant spectator, even if he cannot be
strictly classed amongst “ Sportsmen.”

The Harrier.—While 1 am writing these lines, I
have not the statistics before me, but I am certainly
under the impression there are not so many packs of
Harriers in the country as there formerly were. The
name of ‘“ Heirers,” or Harriers is known to have been
given to hounds used for hare hunting in the time of
King Henry V., but they were also, occasionally used
for hunting deer! Before this, the same hound was
known as the Brachetis, or Bercelettus, the diminutive
from the word ‘‘ Brache.” The breed, in a more or
less coarse form, has, undoubtedly existed for “ ages,”
and it is thought by many, that it is more likely Fox-
hounds were derived from it, than that it was the other
way about. The same colours are found amongst
Harriers as with his larger and more numerous com-
rades, but usually, for some reason, not disclosed, more
of the “ pied,” (particularly the hare-pied, yellow and
white, shaded with black or grey on the back or saddle)
and the sort of dapple, or freckle, generally termed
“ blue mottle,” is thought to be peculiar to Harrier
blood, and that, when it makes its appearance amongst
any other of the hounds, it shows a cross of “ Harrier
blood,” somewhere in the strain! This colour is often
accompanied with hound-tan markings on head, and
black patches on body, although the latter do not con-
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duce to the beauty of the specimen. Some of the packs
of Welsh Harriers, which for scenting and working
qualities, are very hard to beat, are so versatile, that it
is said they will “ hunt anything with a hairy skin,”
unless they are broken from it when young, and I have
heard of a pack, in the Principality, which regularly
hunts hares, until Fox hunting begins, when the
“ Green Coats ” are exchanged for *“ Pink,” and they
take up the pursuit of Reynard, as to the manner born!
The height of the Harrier is a matter of taste. ‘“ Stone-
henge ” puts it at under twenty inches; probably the
average is about eighteen inches. A well-known
sportsman in Dorsetshire, in 1871, speaks of the pack
belonging to the late Mr. T. B. Evans, of Chettle,
near Blandford, which he considered the best he had
ever seen, and consisted of bitches fifteen and a half
inches, combining the blood of the packs of Messrs.
Wicksted, Hurrell, Boughley, and Sir Vincent Corbet.
He goes on to say, “ The education of this pack is mar-
vellous; rabbits are frequently left to feed in the ken-
nel, and occasionally, I am told, coupled to any repro-
bates of the pack, to shame them from molesting them!
I have hunted with these hounds, and have had the
very great pleasure of seeing them handled by that
supreme master of his art. I have seen these hounds
pass by rabbits, as Pointers would go through a poultry
yard. I have watched them as they spread, like a fan,
when they were picking out a cold scent, the worthy
master sitting quietly on his cob, and when they recov-
ered it, seen them stream away, with voices  like a Peal
of Bells,” and as close together as a flock of pigeons!
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I have observed how they followed all the hare’s doub-
lings, and with the true Harrier instinct, cast back,
when in perplexity, never babbling,” skirting, or
puzzling over other stains, but, carrying on the line,
until they pulled down their game, sometimes even,
after a forty-five minutes burst. ~Many sportsmen
complain in the present day that Harriers are becoming
too fast to do their work properly, and that, this has
arisen from crosses with Foxhounds, the original va-
riety, being thought to date back to the old ““ Southern
Hound,” more remarkable for their great powers of
scent, and hunting quality, than for pace.

Beagles.—This is another breed which is yearly gain-
ing in popularity and is really a miniature hound, of
which there are two varieties, rough and smooth, differ-
ing only in texture of coat, and these are subdivided
again into different heights,ranging from under sixteen
and over twelve inches to under twelve and over ten
inches, which latter are often called “ Pocket Beagles.”
the skull should be fairly long and wide, slightly domed,
with well defined “ stop; ” short and tapering muzzle;
open nostrils and largish nose; thin long ears hanging
folded ; soft large eyes. No dewlap, but muscular neck,
rather long, deep chest, for size; muscular thighs; well
boned and straight forelegs; round, cat-like feet; stern
carried gaily. Regular colours of Foxhounds, whom
they resemble in many ways, coat flat, dense, and close.
These are quite picturesque little creatures, and I have
known them kept as pets and companions, but, of
course, they are supposed to be used for their work as
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Sporting Dogs only, great numbers of them being kept
in different parts of the country, and hunted as packs,
most of their followers being on foot, and often accom-
panied by some of the sportswomen of their districts,
as their pace is not so impetuous as that of their larger
brethren. Frequently they call forth a considerable fol-
lowing in the parts they travel over, and many cricket-
ers and others (“Dr. W. G.” amongst others), who
desire to keep ““in condition”’ during the “ off sea-
son,” habitually attend the nearest meets of Beagles
as an agreeable form of “ training.”
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CHAPTER III
Docs Usep 1N Sport (Continued)
BLOODHOUNDS—OTTER HOUNDS—GREAT DANES

I mave adopted the above title, instead of the more
usual term of “ Sporting Dogs,” so as to be able to in-
clude breeds about which there is a difference of opin-
ion as to whether they are strictly “ Sporting Dogs ”’
or not, and propose in this chapter to say a few words
about Bloodhounds, Otter Hounds and Great Danes,
taking them in that order. Many of my readers, as
well as I, can remember the time, within the last thirty
years, when Bloodhounds were few and far between,
and the entries of this handsome and aristocratic-
looking breed were at a low ebb, even at the best
shows. This is no longer the case, thanks to the
enterprise and zeal of a few well-known breeders,
of whom stands in the very front rank, my {iriend
Mr. Edwin Brough, of Scarborough, who gained
some of his knowledge and experience at the
feet of my old friend, Mr. Edwin Nichols, of West
Kensington, who, as a breeder as well as exhibitor of
Bloodhounds, Mastiffs and Newfoundlands, was the
most successful I have ever known and, in my opin-
ion, quite unsurpassed as a judge of those breeds and
one of the most entertaining companions I have ever

27
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met. Seldom when I came across him at any Dog
Show, which was very often in the days I was an ex-
tensive exhibitor, but that he kept up the company to
a late hour with his entertaining stories of men and
dogs! I much regret that, owing to advancing years,
he has discontinued his attendance at the gatherings, at
which he had such troops of friends and where he, un-
der the title of “ Papa-Nichols,” was so universally
popular. It is a tradition that the Bloodhound is iden-
tical with the Sleuth, or Slouth, Hound (from the
word “ Slouth ”’ probably meaning ““ scent,”) and that
he is of a very ancient breed in these Islands, used for
tracking “ Moss Troopers ” and other wrong doers in
the olden days; the earliest record of them occurs in
King Henry IIL.’s time, when they were used in track-
ing offenders. The most usual colours are shades of
rich tan with more or less dark markings on body and
head, which latter is long, lean and “‘ peaked,” the face
thin and narrow, the skin loose and puckered; long
folded and pendulous ears; broad nose, expanded nos-
trils; long thin, flabby and pendulous flews; deep and
voluminous dewlap; sunken, bloodshot eyes, and flexi-
ble, active stern, thick at root, tapering to a point.
The Hound strikes you as not over large, but with
great character, quality and much dignity, well knit;
plenty of bone; symmetrical, straight legs; wide across
the back, full in body, and back ribs; and game in tem-
perament; with fine, deep sloping shoulders, and enor-
mously powerful hind quarters. The points associated
with the Bloodhound, are as follows :—Skull, long, nar-
row and very much peaked, square, deep muzzle; ears,
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thin, long, set on rather low, hanging in shapely folds
close against the face; eyes, deep set, dark colour and
lustrous, lids, triangular shaped, showing the red haw;
flews, long, thin, and pendulous, the upper overhanging
the lower lips; neck, rather long and slightly arched
towards base of skull, plenty of dewlaps; wrinkled
skin of face, very loose and abundant; short, close
lying coat, thin skin; sloping and deep shoulders,
broad, muscular loins, well let down brisket, powerful
thighs and second thighs; strong, straight legs; feet
round, with well bent hocks, stern tapering and carried
gaily. Colours: black and tan, tawny and red and
tan. General appearance that of a high class, aristo-
cratic and very dignified animal, who looks as if he
considered himself fit company for an emperor, and
would not care to associate with any but those belong-
ing to the “ upper circles.”

Otter Hounds.—1 should like just to say a few words
about this picturesque breed, made familiar to us by the
paintings of Landseer, Ansdell, Noble, and Frederick
Tayler, and of which I had some beautiful specimens
before me at the National Dog Show at Birmingham,
in November 1898. The colours are, usually, dark and
light browns and tans, mixed with grizzle, the general
appearance somewhat like rough-coated Bloodhounds,
with just a dash of an overgrown Dandie about them;
very rugged and unsophisticated they look, but quite
charming to an artistic eye, and convey the idea that,
when they know what they are wanted to do, they will
not hesitate to do it, whatever it may be. Any animals
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that have to contend with such a wily, active, and re-
sourceful foe as the Otter, either on land, or where he
is still more “ at home,” in water, have to be pretty
“spry ” if they would give a good account of him. Of
course, these hounds are usually kept in packs, and
do not, as a rule, enjoy much human company, except
connected with their training for their work, and the
exercise of it, but would be an ornament to any estab-
lishment, and, if I mistake not, were prime favourites
of his Royal Highness, the lamented Prince Consort,
whose ability as a sportsman, and taste as a connoisseur
of all relating to art and things beautiful, are well
known to his many admirers. I remember seeing the
engraving of a beautiful picture, I presume in the pos-
session of H. M. the Queen, either by Richard Ansdell,
R. A, or the late Frederick Tayler, R. W. S., showing
his Royal Highness in a rough, wide bottomed boat,
crossing a Highland loch, with a packof these beautiful
hounds, some in the boat, some on the bank, and some
in the water, either just starting for, or just returning
from, an Otter hunt, and it impressed me very much. I
may say, that it is very usual to have some Dandies,
Skyes, or other Scottish terriers, associated with a pack
of Otter Hounds, to assist in dislodging the quarry,
when it takes refuge amongst the boulders and rocks, so
often met in the haunts of the graceful Otter.
The packs of these dogs are chiefly in Dumfrieshire,
Cumberland, Devon, and some parts of Wales, both
North and South.

I have come across such a detailed account of the
Otter, and rules for hunting it, in a book more than
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three hundred years old, but which show the writer
to be well informed on the subject, and a man of such
keen observation, that I venture to quote it in the
quaint, original language, hoping it may be interesting
to some of the * sportsmen” amongst my readers:—
“The Otter is a beast well-knowne—she feedeth on
fishe, and lyeth neareunto Ryvers, Brookes, Pooles, and
Fishpondes, or Weares. Hir lying in, commonly, is
under the roots of trees, and, sometymes, I have seene
them lying in a hollowe Tree, foure, or five, foote,
above the grounde. Even as a Foxe, Polcat, Wylde
Cat, or Badgerd, will destroye a Warren, so wyll the
Otter destroye all the Fishe in your Pondes, if she once
have founde the waye to them. She dyveth, and hunt-
eth, under the water, after a wonderfull mannere, so
that, no Fishe can escape hir, unlesse they be verie
great, and swyfte. A lytter of Otteres, will destroye
you, all the Fishe, in a Ryver, in two myles lengthe.
There is great cunninge, in the Hunting of them, as
shalle be saide in the next Chaptere; and also, it is
possible, to take them, under the Water, and by the
Ryver’s syde, both in trappes, and in snares, as you
may take a Hare, with hare-pypes, or such lyke
gynnes. Theye byte sore, and venomouslye, and de-
fende themselves stoutlye. I wyll not speake much
more of their nature, but, onely, that they are footed
lyke a Goose. I meane, they have a webbe betweene
theyr clawes, and have no heeles, but, onely, a rounde
balle, under theyr soale, of theyr foote, and theyr tracke
is called the ‘ Marke’ of an Otter, as we saye the
‘Slot’ of an Harte. An Otter, abydeth not. muche,
J
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nor longe, in one place, but, if she be befrayde, or finde
any faulte (as they are verie perfectlye of smellinge,
and hearinge,) they wyll forsake theyr couche, and
shifte a myle, or two, up, or doune, a Ryver. The lyke,
wyll she do, if she have once destroyed the store of
Fishe, and finde no plentie of feedinge. From a Ponde-
Garden, or goode store of Fish-Pondes, she wyl not,
lytely, be removed, as long as there is store of fishe in
them; for therein, fishes are takene, with more ease,
than in the Ryveres, or greatere wateres, but, inough
of theyr natures. When, a Huntsman, woulde hunt
the Otter, he shoulde, first, sende foure Servantes, or
Varlets, with Bloodehoundes, or suche Houndes as wyl
drawe in the game, and lette hym sende them, two up
the Ryver, and two doune the Ryver, the one couple of
them, on that one syde, and the other on that other syde
of the water.. And so, you shalle be sure to finde, if
there be an Otter in the quarter, for, an Otter, cannot
longe abide in the water, but muste come forthe, in the
nyghte, to feede on grasse, and herbes, by the waters
syde. If, any of theyr Houndes, finde of an Otter, lette
the Huntsman looke, in the softe groundes, and moyst
places, to see, which way he bente the heade, up, or
doune, the Ryver. And, if he finde not the Otter,
quicklye, he may then judge, that he is gonne to couche,
somewhere, further offe from the water; for an Otter,
wyl, sometymes, seeke hys feede, a myle, or lyttle lesse,
from hys couche, and place of reste. Commonlye, he
will rather go up the Ryver, than doune, for, goyng up
the Streame, the Streame bryngeth him sente of the
Fishes, that are above hym, and bearynge hys nose into
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the wynde, he shall the soonere finde any faulte, that is
above hym. Also, you shoulde make an Assemblye,
for the Otter, as you do for the Harte, and it is a note,
to be observed, that all such chaces, as you drawe after,
before you finde them, lodge them, or harbor them, you
shoulde make a solemne Assemblye, to heare all re-
portes, before you undertake to hunte them, and then,
he whyche have founde of an Otter, or so drawen
towardes hys couche, that he can undertake to brynge
you unto hym, shall cause hys Houndes to be uncou-
plede, a bowshotte, or twyane, before he come to the
place, where, he thynketh, that the Otter lyeth. Be-
cause, they may caste aboute a whyle, until they have
cooled theyr baulinge and hainsicke-toyes, which all
Houndes do, lykely, use at the fyrst uncouplinge.
Then, the Varlets of the Kennell, shall seeke, by the
Ryversyde, and beate the bankes, with theyr Houndes,
untill some of them chance upon the Otter. Remem-
ber, alwayes, to set out, some upwardes, and some
doune, the Streames, and everye man hys Otter Speare,
or forked staffe, in hys hande, and, if they misse, them,
shall they runne up, or doune, the Streame, as they see
the Otter bende, until they may, at laste, give hym a
blowe. For, if the Houndes, be good Otter-Houndes,
and perfectlye enterede, they wyl come chauntinge, and
traylinge, alongst by the Ryversyde, and will beate,
every tree-roote, every holme, every osier-bedde, and
tufte of bullrushes; yea, sometymes, also, they wyl
take the Ryver, and beate it, lyke a Water-Spaniell, so
that, it shalle not be possible for the Otter to escape,
but that eyther, the Houndes shall lyte upon hym, or
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els, some of the Hunts men shalle stryke hym, and,
thusse, you maye have excellente sporte, and pastyme,
in hunting of the Otter, if the Houndes be goode and
that the Ryveres be not over greate. Where the Ryv-
eres be greate, some use to have a lyne, thrwen over-
thwart the Ryvere, the whyche, two of the Huntsmen
shalle holde, by eche ende, one on the one syde of
the Ryvere, and the othere, on that othere. And, lette
them holde the lyne so slacke, that it may, alwayes, be
underneathe the watere. And, if the Otter come dy-
vynge, under the watere, he shalle, of necesstie, touche
theyr lyne, and so, they shall feele, and knowe, whyche
waye he is passed, the whyche shalle make hym be
taken the soonere. An Otter’s Skynne, is very good
furre, and his grease, wyll make a medycyne, to make
fishes turn uppe theyr bellies, as if they weare deade. A
goode Otter Hounde may prove an excellente good
Bucke Hounde, if he be not olde, before he be en-
terred.” Another writer, of about twenty-five years
since, in speaking of the Otterhound, says: “He is
bred to stand wet or rheumatism, to hunt by eye, as well
as scent, to mark the ‘ bubbles’ when his quarry is
‘down,” and join in the chase, in the Otter’s element.
Failing that, he has to stoop to the scent again. He
must be undistracted by whoops and halloos of the at-
tending multitude, observing the huntsman only, and
answering his horn and cheer. With many a blank
day and disappointment, he must resolutely hunt and
face a ‘ water demon.” The points of the breed are
laid down as follows :—The head should, in shape, be
something between that of the Bloodhound and Fox-
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hound. It should show much of the gravity, and dig-
nity of the former, but rather flatter and harder in
character ; forehead long and narrow ; eyes rather sunk-
en, shewing the ‘haw,” but large and dark in colour;
nostrils large and roomy, nose itself, black, and a good
size, with rough-haired muzzle and full, hanging lips;
ears coated with coarse hair, without feathering at
edges, but very large, thin, and pendulous; neck fairly
throaty, muscular, and of a good length; chest more
deep than wide; rather loose back ribs, but strong,
deep, long and straight; feet large, not close, and well
webbed between toes; muscular thighs; powerful slop-
ing shoulders, with elbows well let down; tail carried
in a sloping position, fairly coated with hair, decreasing
towards the end; coat not short, but dense, hard and
wiry, very weather resisting in character; colours may
be black, dull white and creamy tan, or black and tan,
black and white, grizzled pied, buff, or shades of brown,
or brownish tan.”

Great Danes.—1 suppose, at the present time, it will
be generally admitted that the largest, and best, kennel
of this breed is in the hands of one of the handsomest,
and most graceful, of the many enthusiastic ladies in-
terested in the kennel-world, and that one of the most
charming sights at many of our largest shows is to
see a team of these beautiful dogs, accompanied by
their fair owner, and from the crowds of the public 1
have noticed outside the rings, on such occasions, I
have no doubt they were appreciative spectators. The
points of the breed, as stated by a well known breeder
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and exhibitor, are :—The head, which should be carried
high, rather long, and not too broad; muzzle broad,
strong, and blunt; eyes small, with sharp expression;
neck long and arched, free from any dewlaps; chest
moderately broad; brisket deep, loin slightly arched;
shoulders sloping, elbows well under; belly well tucked
up; legs straight, and muscular, second thighs, long
and strong; feet rather large, well arched and close;
ears dropped at the tips and carried as in Black and Tan
Terriers, small as possible in proportion to size of
animal; coat hard, short, and dense; tail strong at base
ending in fine tapering point, carried rather low, not
much below curve of hindquarters. General appear-
ance, that of an upstanding, determined animal, with
whom it would be best to avoid a difference of opinion
if possible, but one who would, doubtless, be all right,
when you knew him, and he knew you!
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CHAPTER 1V
Dogs Usep IN Sport (Continued)
POINTERS—SETTERS—RETRIEVERS

The Pointer—Although this variety of dog has not,
in the general way, enjoyed the advantage of constant
human society, to anything like the extent possessed by
some others, there is little doubt numbers of the family
have developed considerable intelligence, particularly
in connection with their work. The late Mr. Forster
of Manchester, relates that a Pointer belonging to him,
when out with his master, would, if he missed a bird,
go up to him, seize hold of and shake his gaiter, as if
to remonstrate with him for not making better use of
the game he had found for him. And the late Revd.
T. Pearce, no mean authority on most breeds of
“ sporting dogs,” said in speaking of Pointers, “ I have
no prejudice for the Setter, over the Pointer, although
I have had ten Setters to one Pointer. If the ground I
shoot over suits the Pointer, the Pointer suits me, but I
do not think he is quite so well adapted for the gun as
the Setter, provided the Setter is of equal talent and
adequately broken. But, it would be hard to find any-
thing more perfect than some Pointers I have shot over
myself, or more thoroughly intelligent, industrious and
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sensible. One of them, ‘old Jesse,” a chance dog I
had of Mr. Meir, for Snipe shooting, was a fine ex-
ample indeed. As his pedigree was not ascertained, he
was not used for breeding purposes, but was a fine
specimen of some Yorkshire strain, large size, and
liver and white in colour. If I missed him in driving
off to my Snipe grounds, he would track my pony and
gig like a sleuth hound, and many a time have I found
him close behind my wheels, when I have, for miles,
looked back for him in vain. One bright winter. morn-
ing I sat on a gate waiting for one Capt. Hull, my com-
panion, and looking up a long stretch of road, I ob-
served ‘old Jesse’ coming along with a young dog of
mine which he had evidently invited to join in the fun,
and so I let the young dog work on Snipe, a game he
was never on before. It was a sight to see how ‘old
Jesse’ tried to teach him the trade. I had two pieces
of Snipe bog two miles apart, and one bad scenting
day he missed my track and went to the wrong place,
so that it was past one o’clock when I reached the place
to which he had gone. On getting there, which I gen-
erally shot first, I saw ‘old Jesse’ standing stiffly on a
Snipe. How long he had been ‘pointing’ I cannot
say. Frequently, as I walked up to his point, I have
flushed Snipe, and shot them, before I reached him, but
this made no difference to him, nor did it in the least
interfere with his steadiness. Once, on the occasion I
have mentioned of his being accompanied by the young
dog, he snarled at the youngster for flushing a Jack
Snipe, and when he repeated the fault, went up and
worried him severely. As two of us shot together, he
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got into the habit of coming to my room in the morning,
to see if I was dressed for shooting, and if I was not,
he would go to my companion’s chamber and accom-
pany him, or track him through the streets, if he had
gone on, and I do not remember that he ever failed to
find him. ¢ Julie,” a liver and white Pointer bitch, was
another of my Pointers which showed great sagacity
and firmness. We have frequently lost her, for a con-
siderable time, in a high cover on a celebrated piece of
ground called Keysworth, in Dorsetshire, belonging to
my friend, Mr. Drax, and at last we have seen the
‘sting’ of her fine stern above the rushes, for she
always held it higher than her head. She was one of
the most intelligent dogs I ever possessed, and would
retrieve any game alive. Though only in her second
season, she was the animal always sent out with young
hands, and if they ran to pick up their game, she would
bark at them reproachfully. I never had a Pointer
before, that seemed to enter so keenly into the sport,
or to appreciate, as she did, the real and proper style of
beating for game.”

The points of this well known sportsman (Pointer)
are:—Skull rather wide between the ears, with a pro-
nounced drop at the “ stop,” the occipital protuberance
being also well defined, the muzzle being long and bent
at the nose, which is rather dark liver, or else flesh
coloured, eyes dark or light according to colours of
markings, ears rather fine, set on low and hanging flat
to the sides of the head; neck gracefully arched and
quite free from overlaps, shoulders sloping, chest mod-
erately wide, and extremely deep, body powerful and
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well ribbed up at the loin, forelegs dead straight, set
well in under the dog, heavy in bone, the feet being
round and compact, hind quarters powerful, the stifle
being a little turned out and the hocks well let down,
tail rather short and tapering to the tip, coat mod-
erately fine. Colours: liver and white, lemon and
white, black, or black and liver ticked.

SETTERS

The English Setter—The elegant family known by
the above title, are divided into three branches, called
respectively English, Gordon and Irish; each have their
body of supporters, and many very beautiful specimens
of them all are to be seen at out best shows. Perhaps
Birmingham lays itself out most for the sporting dog
classes, but now, when there are so many large exhibi-
tions held in various parts of the United Kingdom, the
same dogs are more often seen at the various places.
The following descriptions of each of the three branches
of the family, are taken from notes communicated by a
well known gentleman in the doggy world, to a work on
dogs published some seventy-five years since. “ The
head of the English Setter should not be so heavy as
the Pointer’s, nor so wide across the ears. There
should be at least four inches from the inner corner of
the eye to the point of the nose. In many first class
dogs, there is half an inch more. The nasal bone
should be rather depressed in the centre and slightly
raised at the nostrils. The nose and nostrils large,
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the nose dark liver coloured or black, moist and
shining. The jaws should be level and the teeth ex-
actly level in front, as nothing detracts more from ap-
pearance than the ‘snipe nose.” There should not be
that fullness of lip, allowable in the Pointer, but, at
the angles of the mouth, the lips should be rather pen-
dulous. The ears, which are usually about six inches in
length, should be set low on the head, larger where they
are attached, than at the tips, which should be round,
not pointed. They should never be pricked, or carried
forward, even when the dog points. The eyes should
be large and sparkling, not protruding, as in the King
Charles Spaniel, but well set and full of intelligence.
The neck, long, thin, slightly arched at crest, and clean
cut where it joins the head, this last a most important
point. The shoulders should be well set back, the
blades long, the muscles well-developed throughout.
Ribs not so widely sprung as the Pointer’s. The back
ribs deep and fairly near to the hip bone. The chest
deep and moderately wide. The loins broad and
arched slightly and the hips wide. The hind quarters
square, strongly made and the stifles well bent. Cat-
like feet are preferable to the ‘ hare’ or ‘ spoon’ foot.
The round foot, with toes well arched, distributes the
power of the toes more evenly, and is best suited for
every description of shooting ground, in fact, the Fox-
hound foot, and leg with it. The feet should be
straight, neither turned in or out. The toes should be
well furnished with hair, which, in the best breeds,
forms a tuft between the toes and protects the sole,
being replenished as fast as it wears away. }‘he pas-
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terns should be nearly upright and large, knees large,
forelegs upright, and in a standing position, the legs
should be like good forelegs in a Horse, the feet slightly
in advance of straight, the hocks strong, set a little in,
if any deviation from a straight line. The stern of a
Setter, like that of a Spaniel, should be carried as much
as possible in a line with the backbone. The undulat-
ing sweep upwards, if exaggerated, would become a
serious fault. A Setter’s stern cannot well be too
straight, and it should never be too long or it cannot be
carried handsomely. The stern looks better when the
‘ feather ’ commences near the root of the tail and goes
off gradually to nothing at the tip. A tail blunt, or
clubbed, is very objectionable. The coat should be of
the finest silky texture, moderately waved, but devoid of
curl. There may be an inclination in the coat to part
down the back. Colours in order of merit: 1. Blue
mottle, or Belton greys, which stand work and are
better than; 2. Orange and white and lemon and
white; 3. black and white; 4. pure white; 5. pure
black; 6. fawn or yellow; 7. liver colour or liver
and white, which last too often indicates a cross with
the Pointer or Water Spaniel.

“The Gordon Setter—The points of excellence in
the Gordon, closely resemble those of the English
Setter, but, I may observe, that the great features
of true Gordon blood are, that they can go much longer
without water than the generality of Setters, and that
they show more variety in their attitude on ° the point.’
The length of their shoulders, their large bone, and
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their development of muscle, enable them to race, and
to keep it up. The colour of the Gordon is a great
point. The black should be raven black, with a blue, or
plum bloom, on the bright lights. The tan a rich red,
of burnt sienna, colour. It should be, by no means, yel-
low or tabby, or mixed with black or fawn, but rich,
deep, a sort of bright new mahogany. The cheeks,
lips, throat, feet, back of the forelegs to the elbow, front
of the hind legs up to the hips, belly, inside of thighs,
vent, underside of flag, inside of ears, should all be
brilliant red, and there should be a large brilliant spot
of tan over each eye. There is no objection to a white
short frill, although the absence of all white is a good
thing. White toes behind, are less objectionable
than white toes in front, and several of the very
best Gordons have even had a white foot, or feet, but
this is not to be desired if it can be avoided. The
origin of the breed is not well known. The late Duke
of Gordon, at any rate, brought it up to its present ex-
cellence. There is a suspicion it came originally from
Ireland, and the fact that nearly all the best Gordon
bitches have had in every litter, one or more deep red,
or orange, whelps, leads one to believe there has been an
Irish cross. The Gordon Setter’s stern is shorter than
that of the English Setter, but ‘sting like.” Failing
this, breeders find they have that greatest trouble to
the Gordon breeder, the ‘ teapot tail,” or a long stern
with a curl at the end, badly carried in action. Heisa
long, low, Setter, his gallop noiseless, and he is re-
markably quick in his turn, from the power of his
shoulders and loins, length of his neck and general
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muscular development, a trifle heavier in his head,
shorter in his stern, rather deeper in his ‘ brisket,” more
bony and muscular than the English Setter, with a re-
markably gay temperament. ‘ Always busy,’ he is quite
the beau ideal of a sportsman’s favourite, but he has his
failings. He is more frequently ‘ gunshy,” more often
the victim of distemper, than the English, and, occa-
sionally, so headstrong as to be totally irreclaimable,
these may be the faults of education, and generally are
so, but undeniably they are more often the results of
inbreeding or injudicious crossing.

“The Irish Setter—The head of the Irish Setter
should be long, narrow, yet wide in the forehead,
arched or peaked cranium behind. A short, bullet
head, a wide flat one, or one running to a point at the
snout, are very common, and very bad. The lips should
be deep or moderately so. The ears should be long,
reaching at the end of the hair, to the nose, pendulous
and as if lying in a fold, set well back and low on the
head; they should never be set high, short in length,
or half diamond shaped, their feather should be mod-
erate. The eyes of rich hazel or rich brown, well set,
full, kind, sensible and loving, the iris mahogany
colour, should never be gooseberry, black, or prominent
and ctaring. The nose mahogany, dark flesh, or black-
ish mahogany, never black or pink. Even dark flesh is
not so much admired, though it may be with a good
clear hazel eye. The whiskers should be red. The
forelegs straight, moderately feathered, the feet close
and small, not round like a hounds, or splayed. The
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hams straight, flat and muscular, and feathered well
with buff coloured hair, the hind quarters, altogether
square and active in make. The chest should be wide
when the dog is sitting on his haunches, and the head
held back and full; too wide a chest is apt to give a
waddling and slow gait. The chest ribs cannot be too
deep. The loins, for speed, should be long, moder-
ately wide, and the belly well tucked up. The tail should
be well covered with coarse hair, curling along the tops,
and hanging moderately, though bushy, from beneath;
carried on a horizontal line with the back, not cocked
or curled. In the field, or excitement, carried low, stiff
and beating the hind legs. The coat should be rather
coarse, smooth or wavy, not curly, hair of moderate
length, on the upper parts of the body, the root half
tawny, the tip half deep sienna, a sort of blood red, but
never showing black on the ears, back, head, or tail.
The legs and under parts deep or pale tawny. White
should not appear anywhere except in the centre of the
forehead and the centre of the breast.”

It maybe interesting to some of my readers (amongst
whom I hope will be included fanciers of every breed,
as well as some who have been hitherto fanciers of no
breed at all), if I set out here the show points of Setters,
taking them in their usual order, as ““ English,” *“ Gor-
don,” and * Irish.”

The English Setter—The head should be long and
rather narrow, the skull slightly domed and not very
broad at base, muzzle long, square and clean, not too
pointed at end; nose moderately large, with wide nos-
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trils, ears fine, set on low and lying close to sides of
head; eyes, soft, bright and intelligent, not light in
colour. Neck very muscular and of fair length; shoul-
ders clean and sloping, chest not wide but deep;
back strong and muscular; ribs well sprung and
deep; powerful, broad loin; thighs fairly long and
muscular; stifles well let down and bent; forelegs well
feathered and straight, pasterns short, straight and
firm; stern medium length, well set on, almost in line
with back, not carried gaily or curled; feet close and
compact, slightly feathered between toes. Coat free
from any curl, soft, wavy and silky. Colours: blue
and white ticked, white with black markings and white
with liver markings most favoured, but almost any
others allowed except red, and black and tan.

The Gordon or Black and Tan Setters are supposed
to have been so called from their original connection
with Gordon Castle Kennels. There are, however, said
to be many good specimens not in any way related to
that particular strain, the colour of which was tri-
colour, black, tan and white. This variety is heavier
than their English or Irish brethren, and shows more
of the Hound and less of the Spaniel. The head is
stronger, with deeper and broader muzzle and heavier
lips, the ears are also somewhat longer, and the eyes
often show the haw; the black should be as jet and
absolutely free from white. The tan on cheeks and
over eyes and on feet and pasterns should be rich and
bright and clearly defined, and the feathering on fore-
legs and thighs should also be tan.
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The Irish Setters are higher on the leg than their Eng-
lish cousins, although, in most respects, the conforma-
tion of body is precisely the same in both breeds. Head
long and narrow, muzzle square, lips moderately deep,
ears fine, set low and lying well back, giving a domed
appearance to the skull; ““stop ” well defined, eyes rich
hazel or dark brown, soft and expressive. Chest deep
and ribs well sprung; shoulders clean and sloping; loin
somewhat arched, broad and muscular. Coat, lustrous
and rather plentiful, rich, dark red, with a golden tinge,
no white allowable, except a star on head or chest.

The Retricver.—This breed is practically divided
into two varieties, one called The Flat, Smooth, or
Wavy-coated, and the other the Curly; both, as a
rule, are black, but as far as my experience of them
goes, more specimens “ other than black” are seen
amongst ““the Curlies” than the others, but I think,
undoubtedly, blacks, of either variety, are the hand-
somest. Both breeds have been brought to a great
point of perfection. In the Flat-coated, Mr. S. E.
Shirley and Colonel Cornwall-Legh, and in the Curly-
coated, Earl Melville and Mr. S. Darbey, can show
teams to make a sportsman * tear his hair; " often and
often, one of these varieties has taken the coveted prize
for the “ best sporting dog in the show,” and they are
remarkableamongst themany charming breeds of sport-
ing dogs bred and established in this country, for their
very ““ matching character,” so that, a high bred lot of
either variety have a wonderful family likeness, and on
the many occasions when I have had to take part in
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making the awards for the sporting and non-sporting
teams, it has been a great pleasure to me to see
grouped together, in ‘different parts of an immense
ring, teams of the various breeds, often containing
the best known specimens of them, quite priceless, and
which no money could buy, but most interesting to the
lovers of beautiful, and in many cases, perfect speci-
mens of animals.

Show Points of Wavy, Flat,or Smooth Retrievers.—
Head long and skull fairly wide; ears small and lying
close to head; eyes brown or hazel and showing great
intelligence; jaws long, and sufficiently strong to carry
a Hare; muzzle fairly large, with full open nostrils;
teeth level and sound; neck fairly long; chest deep and
somewhat narrow; shoulders clean and strong, set
obliquely; ribs deep, and well sprung; body long, with
muscular loins; forelegs straight and strong; quar-
ters muscular; stifles fairly bent; feet sound, and well
arched; coat long, and straight, and of good quality;
black, without any trace of white, is the fashionable
colour, but classes for “ other than black,” are some-
times well filled. White and liver coloured specimens
are sometimes met with, but seldom shown. General
appearance is that of a strong, upstanding, intelligent
dog, of a decidedly sporting character, but quite pre-
pared to take on any class of work required of him as
a “ general utility dog.”

The Curly-coated Retriever—There has been much
discussion as to the origin of this variety, which, like
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that of its “ Flatcoated ” comrade, does not go back,
it is thought, before the commencement of this cen-
tury. Some think the old ““ water dog” we see de-
picted in the sporting pictures of our ancestors (and
which looked like a cross of indifferent Poodle, with an
inferior old English sheep dog, without much of the
good points of either variety!), others claim the Irish
Water Spaniel, and others again, the Poodle, to have
been one of its parents in a cross with the Labrador
dog, in the same way as its flat-coated cousin is sup-
posed to have been produced by a cross between a Set-
ter and a Labrador dog. I do not propose to enter
into this controversy at all, personally I have had
more to do with the Irish Water Spaniels (of which my
brothers and I have had a great many amongst us since
we were lads), and Poodles, of which I have had a good
many and handled and judged hundreds, and I think I
can see traces of the Irish Water Spaniel and the Foo-
dle in the modern Curly-coated Retriever, but more of
the former than the latter. I think, undoubtedly, the
Curliesare the hardest to breedapproaching perfection,
but they are wonderfully  {fetching,” when up to the
mark. The absence of curl, too much hair on face, and
the openness of coat, are the faults I most often notice,
and some fail in the tail not being as it should be, cov-
ered from root to end with small, tight curls, as on
body. The sort of curls on the body may be described
as like those on a nigger’s head.

The Points for Show of the Curly Retriever are not
much at variance with those for the Flat—coated.5 But
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the latter is often the larger dog. The head, should
be not so wide, with strong jaws, and muzzle more in-
clined to be snipey; the coat, a perfect mass of short,
tight curls on the body, legs and tail, but only short,
smooth hair on the face—the stern, quite straight and
carried without any curve in it, substantial at root, les-
sening in size by degrees to its point.
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CHAPTER V
Dogs Usep IN Sport (Continued)

SPORTING SPANIELS—BASSET HOUNDS—DACHS-
HOUNDS

A Goop many I have known, make much and think
highly of some of the breeds of Spaniels. These are
noted for their affectionate disposition and docility.
The least often seen, and therefore not much known,
are the Irish and the English Water Spaniels. The
former should be dark liver coloured, covered with
curls, except on the tail, which should be nearly bare
of hair, and on the head a considerable tuft of hair,
called the top-knot, hanging down over the eyes and
face, so as to almost hide the former. There is some-
thing very comical, and quite “ Hibernian,” about the
look of this breed, and they always appear to be open
for any amount of fun, but they are also grand work-
ers, and for duck-shooting, and retrieving in general,
they are above the average in achievements, as they are
above most of their fellows in size.  The English
Variety is also a capital all-round useful dog, generally
roan or dark coloured in ground, with sometimes spots
or markings on head and body, also covered with curls,
and looks best with tail moderately docked. He gives
you the idea of a “ business dog,” and is very lively and
ready for work of almost any sporting kind, and can

69
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stand a deal of it. Another of the family I am very
partial to and have sometimes met with and kept as a
companion, is the Clumber. I think this is the most
aristocratic-looking of the sporting varieties of the
breed, and should be a creamy white, with patches of
lemon or light orange-tan, about the head and body.
Either the tactics of the sportsmen of the present day
are too rapid, or for some other cause, but there cer-
tainly are not so many of the breed to be seen now as
there were some fifteen or twenty years since, but I am
glad to see the present Duke of Newcastle is keeping
up the breed at Clumber, where it is supposed to have
been originally produced, and that there are still a few
kennels in the country, where they are breeding some
of these beautiful dogs, for I contend that a Clumber,
in good form and well-groomed (when his coat will
have quite a bloom on it), is one of the handsomest
dogs a sportsman can wish to accompany him, and
although his build and formation are not suited for a
high rate of speed, he can get over a good deal of
ground in the course of the day, and render some use-
ful service to his owner and his friends. In that cele-
brated book, “ The Master of the Game,” preserved
in the British Museum, and attributed to a royal au-
thor, being supposed to be written by a son of King
Edward III. (who died in 1402), the Spaniel is spoken
of as “ Saynolfe,” no doubt a term intended for ““ Spay-
nolfe,” and is described as one of the hounds used for
hawking, and called a Spaynel, ‘‘because the nature
of him cometh from Spain, notwithstanding they are
to be found in other countries,” and such hounds, the
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author declares, have many good customs and evil.
He insists that a good hound for hawking should
have a large head and body, and that he should be of a
“ fair hewe,” white or tawne, and not too “ jough,”
that is, hairy or rough, but, his tail should be “ rough,”
or feathered ; he goes on to describe the proper tempera-
ment, as a sportsman of the present age would speak
of a modern Clumber, leaving out one of its greatest
merits, its silence, or muteness, in work, however ex-
cited, so much to be desired. A great deal of sport
may be had over a brace of Clumbers, which are as
much as a sportsman can do with, particularly with a
Retriever to look after the “ killed and wounded.”

I have also, occasionally, seen a specimen of the Sus-
sex Spaniel, which are rare dogs for work, made a
house pet of. They should be rich copper colour, and
are very showy and distinguished looking in appear-
ance, strong and muscular in build, more active than
you would give them credit for, by their looks, and
possessed of much intelligence and affection for their
friends, good guards, and well able to take their own
parts in any row, seldom coming off worst, even with
larger antagonists. They have been brought to great
perfection of late years. I should say there are some
as good as any ever seen, to be met with at the present
day, and especially at the well known Bridford Kennels
in Devon. I think they are rather growing in public
favour, to the reverse being the case; I often see what
I may call “ the Field Spaniel proper,” the old glossy
black, kept as a companion; the very long backed, and
short-legged type, now in favour, don’t strike one as

1
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being able to stand so much hard work, in the covers,
as the more old fashioned sort, but they are, many of
them, very beautiful dogs, and of high quality, and,
what is also of importance to breeders, they command
very high prices. I heard of an instance, not very long
since, when a buyer was found for five or six specimens
of the Black Field Spaniel, at £1,100, and another gave
£400 for a single dog. I know all the three parties,
that is, the seller and the two buyers, in these transac-
tions, and believe them to be bond fide and true, in sub-
stance and fact, so that Spaniel breeding evidently can
be made to pay. Although I sometimes see some of
the old liver and white, roan, blue and black Spaniels
about, I certainly think they are not so popular as
they were some years since. As a rule they are
tractable, good tempered, “ born sportsmen,” particu-
larly fond of a ramble amongst country lanes and
hedgerows, and capital companions for all, attaching
themselves readily to ladies and children, and making
themselves “ at home’ as members of the household,
though always ready for their own proper work, out-
side, when called upon.

Sporting Spaniel Points.—I will here give the show
points of the several Sporting Spaniels, commencing
with the Clumber. The points of this breed are as
follows :—He should be long, low, and heavy, weight
varies, but averages about forty to forty-five pounds.
Colour, white, of a creamy shade, with orange or lemon
markings; actual liver colour, or the very pale lemon,
once made a point of, are now objected to by some
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breeders of the present day. Height should not be
over eighteen or twenty inches. Legs, both short and
strong, in fact, so much so that, with his deep, well-
coated body, he shows little “ daylight” below him,
as he stands or walks. Head, large, long, coloured to
a line under the eyes, and showing a ““blaze” up the
face. Eyes, rather small for size of head, sunken, pen-
sive, and thoughtful. Nose, dark flesh, or liver, col-
oured. Ears, large and much feathered, below, where
the fleshy part of the ear ends. Neck, long, strong,
and muscular. Back, straight and long. Chest, wide,
also the shoulders, and substantial, likewise the fore-
arm, which is very heavy for his size. Hocks, and
hind quarters, large, bony, and very muscular. Loins,
not arched, but straight. Ribs, round and prominent,
back-ribs, in particular, very deep. Stern, set on low,
looks best “ docked,” as is usually the case, with a little
hair hanging at the fag end. Coat should be not too
full in quantity, but very straight, silky, shining, and
soft, in texture. The appearance and general char-
acter being that of a high class, dignified specimen of
the sporting dog, well able to do all that can be reason-
ably required of him, but with no idea of being dictated
to, hurried, or “ put out of the way,” by any one.

The Irish Water Spaniel.—The head of the Irish
Water Spaniel is rather large, forehead prominent, face
perfectly smooth from eyes down, ears from twenty-
four to twenty-six inches long from end to end; head
should be crowned with a well-defined top-knot, not
straggling across, like the common Water Dog, but
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coming down in a peak on the forehead. The body
should be covered with small, crisp curls, which often
become draggled in the moulting season; the tail,
should be round and “ rat-like,” without feather, rather
short than the reverse, and as stiff as a ramrod. Col-
our, pure puce-shaded liver, without any white.
Height, about from twenty-two to twenty-two and a
half inches, seldom more when pure bred.

English Water Spaniel.—The following description
of this breed, which is a very great favourite of mine,
and I regret to say seems to be growing more scarce,
year by year, is from the pen of my old friend, Mr. A.
W. Langdale, who was counted an authority on Span-
iels generally :—* Young breeders and judges should
have before them this fact, that Colour should be a sec-
ondary matter with the English Water Spaniel, and the
latter should never pass over a liver and white dog, in
favour of a whole coloured liver, provided the liver and
white is a well-made specimen of his breed. The
weight, again, should not exceed forty pounds, and his
height nineteen inches, his ears may be fairly long, and
covered all over with curl; also the body, not the
close curl of his Irish brother, but one somewhat looser,
and more straggly; his head is broad and long, with
piercing eyes, his legs are well feathered behind, as well
as in front, and there is no doubt that the feather,
which in a ticked dog, comes out from each and every
liver spot in front of the forelegs, has much to do with
his power of endurance in water. They may be called
‘ natural retrievers,” as no dog is easier taught.”
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The Sussex Spaniel.—He should be of a deep golden
liver colour, and should weigh about thirty-four
pounds. His head should be long and heavy, his eye
large, and languishing, his forehead projecting over the
eye, the muzzle square, the lips rather pendulous, his
mouth large, and his underjaw rather recedes from the
upper jaw. His ears should be large and well fur-
nished with silky hair, they should be small, or narrow,
where they spring from the head, and large, or lobe
shaped, at the base; they should be set low down, and
hang close to the chieeks. The nostrils should be large,
the nose large and liver-coloured. The neck should be
strong and muscular, with the crest a little arched.
The chest, should be wide, the shoulders well thrown
back, the body, long, and round. The legs should be
short and strong, well flewed to the foot, before and
behind. The feet, which are nearly always good in a
Spaniel, should be round, well arched, and abundantly
furnished with feather. The loin should be very
strong, the back ribs very deep and round; the tail,
docked to about nine inches, and well-feathered, should
be set low, and have a downward action. The proper
carriage of the tail marks the Spaniel’s purity, as much
as anything. The coat should be waved, not curled,
and as already said, of a golden liver colour.

The Black Spaniel.—The following description of
the points required in this popular variety, are laid
down by my friend, Mr. T. Jacobs, of Newton Abbot,
who is, as far as I know, about the most successful
breeder and exhibitor of them, during the last6twenty-
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five years, he says:—“ My standard is as follows:
Pleasing temper I always look to first, never breed from
a bad tempered sporting dog, every sportsman knows
what a nuisance they are. A long body, short legs,
with plenty of bone and feather, a perfectly smooth,
satin-like coat, with no inclination to wave, or curl,
moderately long. Ears, covered with long, silky hair,
not ringlets, well set, low down, and hung close to the
cheeks, small, or narrow, where they spring from the
head, and large and lobe shaped, at the base, well fur-
nished with hair on the inside leather. A long head,
not ‘ snipey,” or heavy, like the Clumber; dark, pleas-
ing eye, a yellow eye indicates bad temper, and should
be avoided. Level mouth, not ‘pig-jawed,” or under
hung, but I prefer the former fault to the latter, which
prevails, I am sorry to see, in some of our present show
dogs. Breeders should avoid them as stock dogs. A
long neck, slightly arched, well clothed with muscle.
Strong across the loins. Ribs well sprung, and barrel-
shaped. Belly, well clothed with long hair and not
tucked up, like the Greyhound, a common fault. Broad
chest, well clothed with muscle and feather. Feet,
round and cat-like, with a plentiful supply of hair be-
tween the toes. Many have argued with me, that
mating black with liver colour, would throw the black
puppies rusty, or bad black, but, being a pigeon breeder
for many years, and knowing that by mating duns and
blacks, you procure a better black than by breeding two
blacks together, I thought if this held good with Pig-
eons, why should it not do with dogs? I therefore
mated my Spaniels, as before described, the result is,
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I have never seen one bad black, and have bred more
than a dozen litters in that way.”

Some Other Sporting Spaniels.—The heads of small
Spaniels should resemble those of small Setters, and
have no tuft on them. The ears should be moderately
long, and lie close to the cheek. Very short ears indi-
cate a cross. The legs should be strong, well feath-
ered and short; the feet round; and each toe should
be protected with hair, a plentiful supply of which
on, and between the toes, is important. The chest
should be rather broad. The elbows, not so oblique
as in the Setter. The body, should be long, and
somewhat round, and barrel-like, with less depth of
the fore rib than in the Setter. The tail, should come
out on a line with the backbone. The colours may be
almost anything, black, black and white, liver, liver and
white, lemon, lemon and white, roan, blue, or grey
mottled.

Bassets.—Amongst those breeds which have been
taken up a good deal as pets and companions in com-
paratively recent years, have been the Bassets, both
Swmooth and Rough-coated. This breed, which has been
in fewer hands than most, also enjoys the advantage
of royal patronage, both their Royal Highnesses the
Prince and Princess of Wales, being successful breed-
ers and exhibitors of them. They are heavy looking,
usually hound marked, in colour, that is, white with
black and light brown, and hound-tanned markings on
body, which is very long shaped on short, strong legs,
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large, pendulous ears and head, and in expression much
like what we used to see in pictures of the “ old Eng-
lish Hound.” They have a high-class and distin-
guished look about them, and give you the impression
of character and breeding. They have not been used
extensively for sporting purposes in this country, to my
knowledge.

Dachshunds.—Another of the breeds I have seen
kept as pets, is the Dachshund, or Badger Dog, as the
name implies. I think they are rarely, or ever, used
for Badgers in this country, and for the safety of the
greater part of those I have seen here, I think it is
much better that is so, as any one familiar with the
Badger, or the “ old Gentleman in Grey,” as he is fre-
quently called, will know that he is a formidable oppo-
nent to tackle, muscular, active, low to the ground,
with a very tough, harsh coat, and long, power-
ful jaws, and weighing from over twenty to over
thirty pounds, so that it requires activity, strength and
indomitable pluck for a small dog to attempt to over-
come such an animal, possessing so many natural ad-
vantages. I think Dachshunds are not so generally
kept as pets as they were some years since, but my ex-
perience of them is favourable, having found them
amiable and docile in disposition, cleanly in habits, and
bright and lively in temperament. They are very long,
and low, in build, head and ears hound shaped, forelegs
curved with an outward turn, to facilitate digging
operations, tail carried rather gaily, coat fine in texture,
skin loose, colours most in favour, rich chestnut red,
black and tan, chocolate, and other shades of brown,
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and of late, what is called * dappled,” which seems to
be a ground of one shade of brown, splashed with ir-
regular blotches of another darker shade of same col-
our. Of course there are constantly springing up
new patrons and patronesses for all kinds of dogs, but
I have noticed that almost every one of the persons
who were the most enthusiastic supporters, and breed-
ers of Dachshunds, when they were first brought for-
ward, many years since, have now ceased to keep them,
although they nearly all keep some other breeds, so
that, as in my own case, 1 think it is not one of the
varieties which takes a lasting hoid on its votaries,
whether from the fact that it is essentially one of the
foreign made breeds, and the effect of the strong pref-
erence, which now prevails for the encouragement of
everything of British and Colonial origin and manu-
facture, I do not know, but I can call to mind at least
ten of the largest breeders of Dachshunds in this coun-
try, who, I believe, have not at present one specimen
amongst the lot.

Points of the Basset Hound.—The following de-
scription of the points desired in this breed by my
friend, the late lamented Sir Everett Millais, Bart., who
was quite an enthusiast in his support of it, may be in-
teresting to those of my readers who admire (and who,
that has seen them, can fail to do so?) these very
beautiful dogs:—* The Basset, for its size, has per-
haps more bone than nearly any other dog. The skull,
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