




















MAXIMS OF EMINENT MEN. 767

fuel. If you would know the value of money, go and try

to borrow some. The eye of a master will do more work
than both his hands. What maintains one vice would
bring up two children. He that goes a borrowing, returns

sorrowing. Rather go to bed supperless, than rise in debt.

Sloth, like rust, consumes faster than labor wears. A
life of leisure and a life of laziness, are two different

things. Three removes are as bad as a fire. Creditors have
hetter memories than debtors. The rolling stone gathers

no moss. If you would have your business done, go ; if

not, send. It is foolish to lay out money in the purchase

of repentance. Buy what thou neeclest not, and it will

oblige thee to sell thy necessaries."

President Jefferson, in a letter of advice to his name-
sake Thomas Jefferson Smith, wrote as follows :

" Never
put off till to-morrow, what you can do to-day. Never
trouble others for what you can do yourself. Never spend
your money before you have it. Never buy what you do
not want, because it is cheap. Pride costs us more than
hunger, thirst, or cold. We never repent of having eaten

too little. Nothing is troublesome that we do willingly.

How much pain have those evils cost us which never
happened. Take things always by the smooth handle.

When angry, count ten before you speak ; if very angry,

a hundred."

Stephen Allen, a former maj^or of New York, a man
of ample fortune and of the purest character^ who lived to

a ripe old age, beloved and esteemed by all who knew
him, carried in his pocket to his death the following

:

"Keep good company or none. Never be idle. If

your hands cannot be usefully employed, attend to the

cultivation of your mind. Always speak the truth.

Live up to your engagements. Keep your own secrets, if

you have any. When you speak to a person, look him
in the face. Good company and good conversation are

the very sinews of virtue. Good character is above all

things else. Your character cannot be essentially injured

except by your own acts. If any one speaks evil of you,

let your life be so that none believe him. Drink no kind
of intoxicating liquors. Ever live, (misfortunes excepted,)
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within your income. When you retire to bed, thmK over
what you have been doing during the day. Make no
haste to be rich, if you would prosper. Small and steady

gains give competency with tranquility of mind. Never
play at any kind of game of chance. Avoid temptation,

through fear you may not withstand it. Earn money
before you spend it. Never run in debt, unless you see a
way to get out of it. Do not marry until you are able to

support a wife. Never speak evil of any one. Be just

before you are generous. Keep yourself innocent if you
would be happy. Save when you are young to spend

when you are old. Bead over the above maxims at least

once a week."
We add the following :

" Never ridicule sacred things,

or what others may esteem such, however absurd they

may appear to be.

" Never show levity when the people are professedly

engaged in worship.
" Never resent a supposed injury till you know the

views and motives of it. Nor on any account retaliate.
u Never judge a person's character by personal appear-

.ance.

" Always take the part of an absent person who is cen-

sured in company, so far as truth and propriety will allow.

" Never think the worse of another on account of his

differing from you in political or religious opinion."
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