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CHAPTER I.

The Foundatiop of the Colonies.

There was a time when this great

country, which we call The United States,

was nothing but an immense wilderness in-

habited by a redskinned race — the Indians.

Instead of cities, there were small villages

of wigwams little huts made of bark and

grass ;
instead of roads there were but paths

through the forests and the endless prairies.

But the Indian desired nothing more. He
did not care for anything but hunting, fish-

ing, and fighting; and these things were

abundantly furnished him in this great

American wilderness. Thousands upon
thousands of buffaloes were grazing on the

prairies ;
the forests were alive with deer, elk

and other wild animals; the rivers were

filled with pickerel, salmon, and bass; and

there were many tribes of Indians to fight

with each other. "With his bow and arrow,

the Indian killed animals for his food and

clothing; with his stone ax, he made his
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tools and built his wigwam and fought his

enemies. He eared little for digging the

gold hidden in the mountains, he knew

nothing of iron or coal and their uses; the

only cereal he raised was the maize; and

thus the immeasurable riches in the soil and

under the ground remained untouched by
him. It was not until the white man came

that the country began to develop—slowly

at first, but later with wonderful rapidity.

The first people who tried to settle in

the territory that we now call The United

States were the English and the Dutch. The

English claimed all of North America from

Nova Scotia to northern Florida, and "from

sea to sea". No one knew anything of the

real extent of the country which was unex-

plored except the narrow strip lying along

the coast. To settle this new country was a

difficult task. From 1579 to 1609 several

attempts were made to found a colony in

what is now Virginia and Carolina by

Kaleigh, Gilbert, and White—each at a dif-

ferent time. But the people who were

brought over the sea found the undertaking
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too difficult; they became discouraged,

homesick, and were unable to endure the life

in the wilderness. Some returned to England,

and many perished. The colony founded by
White at Roanoke Island disaptpeared, no

one knows how
; possibly the settlers were

killed by the Spaniards or by the Indians,

It was not until 1607 that a successful

settlement was made under the leadership

of Captain John Smith, and even this success

cost the people great sacrifices. The story

of the hardships, the troubles, and the suf-

ferings of this colony would fill a book. In-

dians, who at first were friendly, fought the

colonists, killing hundreds of them and burn-

ing their houses. Many of the colonists had

come to this country to become rich and

preferred searching for gold to plowing the

fields until they were dying of hunger and

diseases. Had it not been for the good sense

and energy of John Smith, they would all

have died. The first town they built was

called Jamestown, and it was the first

English to^vn on the soil of the present

United States.
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The next colony worthy of notice was

founded in 1620, in Massachusetts, by the

Pilgrims. These people left England to be

free to worship God in the manner which

they believed to be right. They were positive

in their views, severe in their morals, simpl(3

in their way of life. They were hardy, strong,

determined men and women. They came to

the shores of Massachusetts in December,

1620, in their ship The Mayflower. There

was not even an Indian hut in sight when

they came
;
no shelter, of any kind, wel-

comed them as they disembarked. They
made camp in the snow-covered woods,

passed the night sleeping on the frozen

ground, and when the dawn of their first

Sunday in the new world woke them to wor-

ship they had the primeval forest for their

temple. An ordinary band of men would

have returned straightway, but these Pil-

grims, as they were called, stayed, resolved

to realize their ideal, even at the cost of

their lives. "Without delay they felled trees,

and shaped them into logs of which they

built their simple cabins. They pursued their
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difficult work without warm beds at night

and with scanty food to satisfy their hunger.

Many died that winter, thus consecrating

the soil for those that remained, who, after

this experience, never once thought of re-

turning and deserting the land where were

the graves of their beloved dead. Thus Ply-

mouth was founded upon the sacrifices of

those who loved the good of others as well

as their own. Their hardships did not end

with the winter; sickness, hunger, and

struggles with the Indians harassed them,

and it was only their wonderful courage

that enabled them to survive.

Fortunately, in these dark days, there

were those who could care for the sick, de-

fend the settlement from attacks by Indians,

and encourage the weary and disheartened.

Among them Myles Standish was leader,

and to him belongs much of the credit for

the preservation of the colony. In the

Spring, they planted corn and other vege-

tables when the Indians had taught them

how to do it, and waited for their first crop.

The suffering from hunger had been great
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and it is no wonder that there was much re-

joicing everywhere when the first crops

were gathered in. It was not only joy, but

thankfulness also that swayed their hearts.

They set the last Thursday in November,

1621, for giving thanks—a Thanksgiving

Day—and since that time the people of the

United States observe that day which since

then has become a legal holiday.

In the 17th century England, as well as

most of the countries of Europe, was a very

intolerant country; only those of the Estab-

lished Church being allowed to worship

freely. Everybody else—the Puritans, Cath-

olics, and others, being persecuted and mal-

treated. We know how the Puritans left

England for America that they might prac-

tice their religion in their own way; and

what the Puritans did others hastened to do.

The Catholics founded Baltimore in 1634

and named the settlement after the founder,

Lord Baltimore, in the colony which they

called Maryland, in honor of the Virgin

Mary. The Quakers founded the city of

Philadelphia in 1681, naming their colony
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Pennsylvania in honor of William Penn, the

founder. These two colonies grew very fast,

since both Lord Baltimore and "William Penn

were tolerant of other creeds and beliefs

and ruled their people with love and justice.

Other colonies sprung up rapidly, one after

another, North Carolina in 1663, Georgia in

1733—founded by the benevolent Lord Ogle-

thorpe, whose kind heart moved hi'm to give

a new start in life to many of his poor and

unfortunate but otherwise worthy country-

men, who according to the law of those days

were imprisoned for not paying their debts.

When we thus go through the history of

colonization of our country, we see that

there were two main reasons that brought

people to our shores : the first, a great desire

for freedom, religious and political ;
and the

second, a desire to better their material con-

dition. It is true, beyond any doubt, that

the desire for Freedom was in the heart of

every immigrant in a much greater degree

than it is now, and it was this that gave the

founders of the United States the strength

to stay in spite of the tremendous hardships
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that beset them. It is easy to see that com-

munities founded by such people as were the

early colonists could not but grow, and de-

velop rapidly and prosper.



CHAPTER II.

The Revolutionary War.

The colonies belonged at first to Great

Britain, with the English King as their ruler,

but later the colonies rose against the British

Government, declared themselves independ-

ent states, and ever since then have elected

their own rulers—the Congress and the Pres-

ident. It is the purpose of this chapter to

tell you the reason for this change and to

record the most important events of the Rev-

olution.

England, like the other European na-

tion in the 18th century, fought many wars

for power and territory. One of these wars

was the war with France known in Europe
as the Seven Years' War. This war was to

decide forever whether the English or the

French were to be the masters of the conti-

nent of North America. The English Colo-

nies fought for England, while the Cana-

dians (French) and the Indians fought for
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France. One of the ablest American officers

in this war—and for us the most interesting

character—^was George Washington, who

later, in the Revolutionary War, became the

Commander-in-Chief of the American army,
and after the Revolution, the first President

of the United States.

At first the French were victorious, be-

cause the English were not used to the In-

dian way of warfare and would not listen to

the advice of the colonists; but at last de-

feat followed defeat (1758 in Ohio; 1759 in

Canada; etc.) until, finally, the French pow-
er in North America was completely de-

stroyed and the English remained—^her su-

preme ruler (1763).

This war, however, more than exhausted

the English Treasury, and how to get money
to pay England's big debts was the next and

the most pressing care of her statesmen.

Besides, it was thought necessary to keep

part of the regular army in America to pro-

tect the colonists, for which purpose more

money was needed, and the King and his

advisers thought that the colonies should
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raise it. Up to this time, whenever the King
wanted money from the colonies for any

reason, he would ask them for it through
his governors, and the colonies raised the

money if they thought it right, and refused

to raise it if they did not like the purpose

for which it was asked. But now, without

asking them whether they were willing or

not to pay, the Parliament passed a taxing

measure, the Stamp Act (1765), providing

that all legal documents must be stamped,

and the stamp paid foj-. This the Americans

would not accept. They rightly believed that

only they themselves or their representatives

had ipower to levy tax upon them. They de-

clared that taxation without representation

was tyranny. They were willing to pay their

share of taxes, but they would not give up
their rights to levy them.

In all the colonies this act of the Par-

liament was denounced, people rioted wher-

ever the stamped paper was being offered

for sale, English goods were boycotted, and

the people marched through the streets

shouting, ''Liberty, Property, and No
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Stamps!" This happened more or less in

all the thirteen colonies, and what is still

more important, the colonies began to act

together as a unit. Nine of the colonies met

at New York in October, 1765, to declare

their rights and plan how to stand against

the wrongs of British Government. And

they did not fight in vain. English mer-

chants and manufacturers were also against

the act of Parliament, because they were

losing their trade in America from the re-

fusal of Americans to buy English goods

until this act was repealed. The true friends

of liberty in the English Parliament, like

Pitt, Burke, and others, were also against

it, because they saw that the movement had

stirred the colonists altogether too much.

So, in the year 1766, in spite of the King,

the Stamp Act was done away with, to the

great joy of the Americans.

But though the Stamp Act was repealed,

England did not give up the idea of taxing

the colonies. On the advice of Charles

Townshend, Chancellor of the Exchequer,

Parliament passed a set of laws called
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Townshend Acts, by which a tax was put

on tea and some other articles, with a pro-

vision that soldiers be sent to enforce these

laws. Of course this only embittered the

colonists the more, so that they gathered to-

gether in quiet numbers to resist this unjust

treatment of their mother country. They

signed non-importation agreements by which

they bound themselves not to buy goods

from England until the taxes were removed,

and many people would not eat, wear, or

use any article whatsoever that had been

brought from England. The royal governors,

some of them at least, treated the colonists

with contempt and gave wrong advice to the

King of England and his ministers. One

wrote, "Send over an army and fleet to re-

duce the dogs to reason," and many others

shared these feelings. In Boston, the soldiers

quarreled with the citizens, so that the feel-

ing between the two parties became so bitter

that, on March 5th, 1770, when a crowd

gathered attracted by a quarrel between

guards and citizens, the soldiers, in the ex-

citement, fired into the crowd, killing five



19 A Primer of Civics

and wounding a number of other bystanders.

This is known as the Boston Massacre. Its

effect upon the people was so strong that

the governor of Massachusetts finally found

it necessary to withdraw the troops. In

other colonies, too, the excitement was great

so that the English Parliament decided to

repeal the Townshend Acts, leaving tax only

on tea. But the people did not fight for

lower taxation, they did not fight against

taxes; but for the right to tax themselves.

It was for the rights of citizenship, for the

rights of a freeman that they fought. "While

they were taxed at all without their consent,

they felt that their rights were not re-

spected; and they would not be satisfied

without the acknowledgement of those

rights. Therefore the repeal of the Tovni-

shend Acts had no quieting effect upon the

colonists for the tax on tea remained. The

storm did not cease. Tea was called "a per-

nicious weed," people bound themselves not

to use it at all, and wherever they could they

stopped the unloading and the sale of it. In

Boston the people asked the governor to
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send the ships loaded with tea away, and

when he refused, they assembled in great

numbers in the Old South Meeting-House

where a plan was adopted to throw the tea

into the sea. A band of young men, dressed

to look like Mohawk Indians, boarded the

ships, broke open the chests, and poured the

tea into the water. In other colonies, the

ships were either sent back without being

permitted to unload, or if unloaded, the tea

was left to rot, as no one would buy it or

permit anyone else to either sell or buy it.

The British Government could not be indif-

ferent to this, and to put a stop to it, pun-

ished Massachusetts severely by placing a

military governor over her, by prohibiting

all public meetings without the governor's

consent, by quartering troops in any place

where the governor saw fit, by taking away
from her the ''Quebec Province," and—
severest blow of all—by closing her harbor.

The people of Boston would have

starved had it not been for help from the

other colonies. Even the farmers and trap-

pers toiling in the wilderness on the frontier
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sent their contributions. The effect of all

this was that the colonies were drawn closer

together until, at last, they elected delegates

and called the first Continental Congress at

Philadelphia, where the common action of

Colonies was to be decided upon. They met

September 5th, 1774.

It was Patrick Henry, the eloquent Vir-

ginian, who spoke the significant words—
''British oppression has effaced the bound-

aries of the several colonies
;
the distinctions

between Virginians, Pennsylvanians, New

Yorkers, and New Englanders are no more.

I am not a Virginian but an Ameri-

can!" An address to the King of England

was sent and the Declaration of Rights was

made. The Declaration of Rights was a doc-

ument setting forth such rights as we now

fully enjoy in this country, such as trial by

jury, freedom of speech, etc. Also, steps

were taken to prepare for war, if the Rights

should be denied by the British Government.

Ammunition was stored in Concord and men

were enlisted into military service, who v/ere

to be ready any minute. For this reason
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they were called "Minute Men." The first

hattle took place at Lexington and Concord,

where the British soldiers were sent to de-

stroy the military stores of the Colonists.

The British were driven back with great

losses. Another famous battle was fought

on Bunker Hill near Boston, in which many
of the American patriots gave their lives for

freedom. Thus was begun the war that was

to make the Colonies independent. Peaceful

settlement became impossible and the Colo-

nies declared themselves independent July

4, 1776. The first important event of the

war was the appointment of George "Wash-

ington as General-in-Chief of the American

army. It is plain to us now that without him

the final victory would not have been won,

and that the United States would not be an

independent Republic, but would still be a

group of colonies belonging to England.

Washington was a great and able sol-

dier, but his military greatness alone would
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not have enabled him to be victorious, had

he not been great as a man—-unselfish, pa-

tient, persistent, always hopeful, always de-

voted to the cause of liberty. At first he

could hardly do more than train the volun-

teer army made up of men who knew noth-

ing of military tactics. And yet he had to

fight at the same time, keeping the enemy
at bay, retreating skillfully and with as small

loss as possible, and looking for opportunity

for a victorious battle. Because he had un-

trained soldiers, that fled as soon as they

smelt powder, opportunity for victory was

slow in coming, and Washington had to keep

retreating. This depressed the Americans

and roused bitter feeling against "Washing-

ton. There were jealous officers who wanted

"Washington's positions, who plotted against

him, and blamed him for the failure of the

Americans. Almost any other man in his

place, would have resigned, embittered at

the injustice of those for whom he was fight-

ing and risking his life
;
but "Washington

loved his country too much to indulge his

personal feelings and to seek his own ad-
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vantage. He suffered, but he did not dwell

upon any suffering but that of his country.

There were traitors in his army who de-

nounced him to the Continental Congress in

charge of this war, and urged the appoint-

ment of another man to be at the head of

the army; men who disobeyed him and re-

joiced when the British defeated him. But

this wonderful man would not be discour-

aged, would not give up and steadfastly be-

lieved in the final triumph of liberty. Not

even in Valley Forge, when his soldiers were

without food or clothes, when the frozen

snow was stained with the blood from their

bare feet, when all seemed lost,—not even

then, in the depths of this despair, did his

faith leave him. It is impossible to describe

what he was to his soldiers in these dark

days. Like gold he was tried in the fire, bnt

his manhood, his noble, devoted character,

stood the test and triumphed in the end.

With such a leader against them, it is

not surprising that the English were at last

conquered and the British flag was lowered

before him, and that the arms of Lord Corn-
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wallis, chief general of the British, were

given up to him, in sign of surrender. The

news that the British were finally con-

quered, that the Colonies were free, that the

terrible war was over, caused the greatest

possible rejoicing all over the country, and

Washington was hailed as the great deliverer

—the great Savior of His Country.

But Washington's work was not over

with the ending of the war; the work of

putting the young, inexperienced Republic

on its feet fell largely to him. Poverty,

weakness, dissatisfaction, disorder—all these

things followed in the train of the victory

over England, and sobered the joy of the

thirteen newly-formed United States of

America. There was no one government for

these states, but thirteen different govern-

ments having no standing before the coun-

tries of Europe. The soldiers who had served

in the war and who had not been fully paid,

were rebellious
;
each State was jealous of

the others; State money was worthless,

everything was in a state of confusion and

unrest.
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Some of the army thought it would be

wise to make Washington the King, thus

ending the intolerable confusion and suffer-

ing. But Washington rebuked them severely,

reminding them that the war had been

fought to establish a free Republic in which

the Citizens were to elect their ruler. After

a great deal of labor and thought, with the

cooperation of some famous men like Thomas

Jefferson, Alexander Hamilton, John Adams,
the States united into one whole, drafted the

Constitution—a masterpiece of statemanship
—in which the rights and duties of the citi-

zens, of the States, of the President, Con-

gress, and the Courts of Law were estab-

lished, and which is to-day the foundation of

all our laws.

The first president of this new Union

was George Washington, rightly called
' ' The

Father of His Country."



CHAPTER in.

The Civil War.

George "Washington was twice elected

President of the United States and might

have been elected for the third term also;

but he was true to his principles and re-

fused to serve after the second term, believ-

ing, as he did, that it was not right in a

republic for a man to be the ruler longer

than two terms, so that no one could thus

make himself King. When he gave his rea-

sons for this refusal, he urged the people

to do all in their power to make the Union

strong, to make the government of the

Union poAverful, and to thus ensure the

freedom and the enduring life of the United

States. These words were needed, for from

the very beginning, some of the states held

that they were free to choose whether or

not they would obey the Union—^the Federal

Government as it was called—that it de-

pended whether such obedience was for their

advantage. Besides there was in the south-
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ern states slavery of the negroes which

many of the northern states denounced as

wrong. Whenever a new state was added

to the Union, the Southerners wanted to

have it a slave state—that is, a state in

which slavery would be allowed; while the

Northerners opposed any extension of slav-

ery. There arose many quarrels and fights

over this matter, until at last the southern

states declared themselves indepedent of the

United States, formed their own Union,

which they called "The Confederacy",

elected their own President—Jefferson Da-

vis—and made Richmond, Virginia, their

Capital, in the year 1861, little over sixty

years after "Washington's death.

As the result, a great war broke out

between the North and the South that cost

many lives and untold suffering. The most

interesting and the most powerful man of

those terrible days was Abraham Lincoln,

who was the President of the United States

during that war. When North and South

were growing more and more bitter over the

Slavery question, Lincoln did all he could
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to overcome the hard feeling and to pre-

vent war. When the war came, he proved

to be a prudent and kind Commander-in-

Chief and a source of inspiration to the

army, especially to the private soldiers. Al-

though he hated Slavery, he did not free

the slaves until the right time came—which

was after the war had broken out—for he

wanted to have peace, to prevent war, and

to preserve The Union.

Abraham Lincoln was born in a little

log house in Kentucky. It is a wonderful

thing that a boy who grew up in the woods,

with a slight opportunity for education,

should rise to the highest office in the coun-

try. This fact is of great importance to you,

for it shows you that the United States is

a country of great opportunity, that every-

one can make the best use of his talents and

go as high as he is able. In our country no

one will ask you what your birth is, what

your relations are, but everything hangs on

what you are yourself. Use the opportuni-

ties, and go as high as you are able.
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Lincoln, a poor boy at first, became

not only President of the United States,

but also one of the greatest presidents we

have ever bad. Under his leadership, slavery

was abolished and the Union preserved. He
saved the Union, he freed the slaves, he led

his country through hard and trying times

until peace and order were again restored,

but he himself was taken away by a cruel

death. A lunatic named Booth shot him and

plunged the whole country—the South as

well as the North—into indescribable grief.

The South lost in him its best friend among
the victors. Much of the humiliation—much

of the confusion, would have been prevented

in the South, and the North might have ad-

vanced considerably more, had Lincoln lived.



CHAPTER IV.

The Making- of the States into a Nation.

For a long time after the Revolutionary

War, each State thought first of itself and

then of the Union. A Virginian boasted of

Virginia, wanted measures adopted for Vir-

ginia; a New Yorker was proud of New
York State, wanted to have the good of

New York to be considered before the good
of the whole United States. There was no

American nation for a long time. In the

Civil War, the slave states were brought to-

gether and formed something which might
be called a nation, and the same was true of

the northern states. After the war, the

south and north still continued to be two

nations each by itself, and that state of af-

fairs was long in disappearing. To-day
there is no bitter feeling between the north

and the south: "Dixie", the southern war-

song, is sung and played (in the northern

states), just as "America" and "Columbia

the Gem of the Ocean" are played and sung
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in the south : to-day, we feel that we are one

nation, with ''Liberty and Union, now and

forever, one and inseparable."

What made us into a nation? Living

together, mingling together, and fighting

together for the common good. Much is due

to the new states in the AVest, to which peo-

ple from both north and south moved in

great numbers, and in forming one new
state together, forgot north and south, for-

got old differences, and felt that they were

members of a larger whole—the glorious

Union, in which Liberty and Justice for all

must be made supreme.
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It is very possible to make things worse

—by neglect, selfishness, and indifference.

Do you want to make things worse? No,

you certainly do not. You want to help to

make things better. How can you do this?

(1) Learn your duties as a good citizen

before you get your citizenship

papers:

(2) When you become a citizen, do

your duties always, no matter what

happens. Do not be discouraged;

do not give up. You will win, and

the good will win, if you will only

fight for it, and will not give up.

Truth and Good do triumph; but they

need your help in order to triumph.

What your duties are and how to per-

form them is told in the second part of this

little book.
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THE VALUE OF CITIZENSHIP.

The great men of this country, George

"Washington, Abraham Lincoln, and many
others, lived and died for the rights of men.

They have placed the destiny of this nation

and the destiny of the individual in the

hands of the people. Are you enjoying these

rights? If you are not, you may do so, for

you can become a Citizen of the United

States in due time.

Remember, however, that you are taking

upon yourself great responsibilities as vrell

as receiving rights for which many heroes

have given their property, their blood, even

their lives. To accept this priceless gift and

to do nothing in return for it, is not worthy
of any good and honest man. As you will

see later, your happiness, your safety, even

your daily bread, depends upon your doing

your citizen's duties in the right way. If it

were not for good citizens who know how to

perform their duties, we should not be safe

in our homes, we should be abused and op-
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pressed by people stronger than ourselves,

just as people were abused and oppressed in

the Middle Ages, our children would not be

educated, and we should be unable to make

our living.

It is the business of every government,

in every country, to see that its people are

protected, as far as possible, from abuse,

oppression, theft, and the dangers of acci-

dent and disease. The better the govern-

ment, the better a citizen is protected, the

happier and more prosperous he becomes.

In every country where there is a poor gov-

ernment, the great body of the people suffer.

In our country, the men who take charge

of the government are chosen by the people;

therefore, the abler, the people are to choose,

the better government they will have and

the happier they will be.

Is it not important, then, for you to be-

come a good citizen—one who knows what

is right and is willing to do it?
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HOW TO BECOME A NATURALIZED
CITIZEN.

All persons who are not citizens of the

United States by birth, or "By Act of Con-

gress", may become citizens by naturali-

zation.

The act of naturalization is divided into

two general parts : 1. The Declaration of

Intention or "Mrst Papers". 2. The Final

Papers.

These Papers are issued by certain

Courts of the Law: Circuit Court, Superior

Court, and the United States Circuit and

District Courts.

I. The "First Papers" are obtained by

filing in one of these above-named Courts

a paper, under oath or affirmation, stating

your intention to become a citizen of the

United States and to renounce allegiance to

any and all foreign rulers, states, or sov-

ereignties; also giving your name, age, oc-

cupation, personal description, place of

birth, last foreign residence and allegiance,

date of arrival, name of vessel, if any, in

which you came to the United States, and
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your present place of residence. You must

be at least 18 years old and must reside

within the jurisdiction of the Court in which

these papers are filed.

II. Final Papers. After you have lived

at least five (5) years in the United States

and at least one (1) year in a particular

State; and, if not less than two (2) years

nor more than seven (7) years have elapsed

since you filed your ''First Papers", you

can obtain your Final Papers by filing a

petition in one of the law courts named

above. This petition must be signed in your

own handwriting; this petition shall con-

tain the information required by law as to

you, your arrival in this country, and your

family. You must also ask at least two men

whom you know and who are already citi-

zens of the United States, to testify that

they have known you to be a resident of the

United States for at least five (5) years con-

tinuously, and of the State for at least one

(1) year immediately preceding, and that

you are of good moral character and quali-

fied to be admitted as a citizen.
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This testimony of these witnesses is at-

tached to your petition; and if you arrived

in this country after June 29, 1906, there

shall also be attached a certificate from the

Department of Commerce and Labor, giving

date, etc., of arrival and taking out of

"First Papers".
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QUALIFICATION REQUIRED.
In order to receive your Pinal Papers

as a citizen, you—
1. Must have resided in the United

States continuously for at least 5

years immediately preceding.

2. Must have resided in the State for

at least 1 year immediately preced-

ing ;
and be of good moral character

and attached to the principles of

the Constitution.

3. Must intend to become a citizen of

the United States and to reside per-

manently therein and to renounce

all allegiance to any foreign ruler,

state, or sovereignty.

4. Must not be an anarchist.

5. Must not be a polygamist.

6. Must not have been denied admis-

sion as a citizen, or, if denied, the

cause therefor must no longer exist.

7. Must speak the English language,

unless physically unable.

8. Must know the principles of United

States government and Constitution.
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NOTE.

AFTER YOU HAVE APPLIED FOR
YOUR FINAL—SECOND—PAPERS, YOU
WILL HAVE TO AVAIT NINETY (90)

DAYS TO GET THEM.

Many people have been disappointed

because they did not know this. In some

cases, people wanted their papers in time

to take part in the Presidential or other

elections, but had applied too late to receive

them in time. No papers are given out with-

in thirty (30) days before an election.

To avoid all disappointments, and to

enable yourself to enter upon your rights

and privileges as a citizen at the earliest

possible moment, do these three things:

I. Get your "first papers" as soon as

you come to this Country;

n. Ask for your final papers just as

soon as your five years in the

Country are up ;

HI. Begin to study the English lang-

uage at once, just as soon as you
can after landing. English is

taught free in the Public Evening
Schools ;
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IV. Learn all you can about citizen's

duties, and the principles of Amer-

ican Government.

As a naturalized citizen, you have all

the rights and duties of a native-born citi-

zen; except that you cannot become Presi-

dent or Vice-President of the United States.

The rights of such a citizen are :

1. He has a right to participate in

nominating candidates for state and

municipal (city) offices; such as

the Groverner, the Mayor of the city,

the Aldermen, etc., at the Primary
Elections.

2. He has a right to vote at the election

for the candidates so nominated.

3. He has a right to become candidate

for any office except that of the

President or Vice-President.

4. He has a right to the protection of

the United States Government, when

in a foreign country.

5. He has a right to government lands,

which are given only to citizens, and

government positions.
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The question whether a naturalized citi-

zen can visit his former home without fear

of molestation of any kind need trouble no

one. A naturalized citizen is as safe as any
other American citizen in any country.

There have been cases where naturalized

citizens were molested by foreign officials,

but such cases are rare, and in each of these

cases the citizens could have appealed to the

American Consul and obtained help.

Only a citizen of this country can get

employment from the Government, the

State, the City. American citizenship is

therefore, of great value to you, and you
should qualify for it at once.

VOTING.

After you have obtained the right to

vote, you will have to learn how to vote in-

telligently. First, read in the newspapers

what the candidates are doing; this means

reading the news items rather than the edi-

torials ;
but read both, if you have the time.
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Read more than one paper; form your own

opinion after you have obtained the facts;

for this reason read for the facts in the first

place, not for opinions of others. Be inde-

pendent. Do you say that this is hard? Yes,

it is : but it was still harder to give up lives

for the good of the country; and that is

what many noble Americans have done.

On Election Day, do not allow yourself

to be influenced by any one
; go into the

booth to mark the ballot just as you think it

ought to be marked. If you vote the whole

party ticket, make a cross in the party cir-

cle
;
if there is just one candidate for whom

you would like to vote on the ticket of the

other party, make a cross in your own party

circle and a cross in the square of the man

for whom you wish to vote in the other par-

ty. For example, suppose you wish to vote

for the candidates on the Democratic ticket,

but you prefer the Republican candidate for

States Atorney; then make a cross in the

circle above the word "Democratic" and

and another in the square opposite the

Republican candidate for States Attorney,
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THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT.
In place of a King or Emperors, we

have Presidents in this country. The Pres-

ident is the Executive Head of the nation.

His office is the most influential one in the

country. He has the power to fill some one

hundred thousand Federal offices, many of

which are extremely important, such as the

following :
—

1. Secretary of State.

2. Secretary of the Treasury.
3. Secretary of War.
4. Secretary of the Navy.
5. Secretary of the Interior.

6. Postmaster General.

7. Attorney General.

8. 'Secretary of Agriculture.

9. Secretary of Commerce and Labor.

10. Chief Justice and Judges of the

Supreme Court.

11. Ambassadors and Consuls to for-

eign countries.

12. Military and Naval Officers, etc.,

ect.

The President has also great influence

on making laws: he can suggest or recom-

mend what laws are needed for the good of



47 A Primer of Civics

the country in his Annual Message to Cong-

gress. This Message is usually a written or

printed docuonent in which the President

gives his opinion on from one to fifty or

more public questions. In this way, if he

wishes, he can touch upon all the needs of

the country. Also, he may send a Special

Message to Congress, when he feels this to

be necessary, and, in it, urge the passing of

a law which he believes good for the coun-

try. The strongest weapon in the hand of

a President is the Veto Power. If the Presi-

dent believes that any measure that Con-

gress has passed is bad, he can stop its be-

coming a law by "vetoing" it—"veto"

means "I forbid". When a bill is vetoed, it

cannot become a law unless it is passed again

by a two-thirds vote of Congress. This hardly

ever happens—as a matter of fact, it has

happened only once in the history of the

United States, when Andrew Johnson was

President. Finally, the President, through

his Attorney General, can prosecute all vio-

lators of the United States Law, such as

trusts, smugglers, etc.
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Only a native-born citizen can become

President of the United States. The Presi-

dential Election takes place every four

years, on the Tuesday following the first

Monday in November. Presidential election

years are as follows :—1912, 1916, 1920, etc.

THE CONGRESS.

Congress is the body that makes laws

for the United States. It has the power to

levy and collect taxes, duties, imposts, and

excises. Its chief duty is to care for the gen-

eral welfare of the United States. It has

also power to—
1. Borrow money on credit of the

United States.

2. Regulate commerce.

3. Pass naturalization and immigration

laws.

4. Coin money.

5. Declare war.

6. Eaise and support the Army, the

Navy, etc., etc. In general, it has

the power and duty to pass laws for

the good of the country.
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Congress is composed of Two Houses—
the House of Repesentatives and the Senate.

Any bill to become a law, must pas^ both

Houses, and then be signed by the President

of the United States. In ease the President

vetoes the bill, it is sent back to Congress.
If two-thirds of the Congress vote to pass
the bill over the President's veto, it can be-

come a law in spite of the opposition of the

President.

The House of Representatives has three

hundred and ninety-one (391) members, who
are elected by the people every two years.

It is possible for you to get acquainted per-

sonally with your candidate for Congress,

and you ought to do so. The duties of a

Congressman are to be present at all the

sessions (meetings) of the Congress, to in-

troduce, support, and vote for bills which

are intended to do good to the whole nation.

The Congressmen (Representatives) elect

their presiding officer, who is called
**

Speaker of the House". This Speaker holds

an important office; he appoints committees,
and decides who has the "right to the
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floor"—the right to speak; and he can cast

the deciding vote in case of a tie.

The Senate has ninety-two (92) mem-

bers, two from each state, elected by the

State Legislatures for terms of six (6) years.

The Vice President pf the United States pre-

sides in the Senate. The duties of a Senator

are about the same as those of a Congress-

man; the Senators, being elected by the State

Legislatures, are not directly responsible to

the people, since the people cannot vote them

out of office directly, but only through their

representatives in State Legislatures. This

makes the Senators feel very independent
of the people, and they have sometimes voted

down bills intended for the good of the peo-

ple, because these bills did not please the

political supporters and friends of the Sen-

ators. For this reason, there is growing a

strong feeling that Senators should be

elected directly by the people, and be di-

rectly responsible to the people for their

actions.

Since Congress is such a powerful body,

and has such a great influence upon the wel-
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fare of the nation, it is needless to say that

every citizen ought to do his best to elect

such men to Congress as will support good

laws and work unselfishly for the Nation.

THE STATE GOVERNMENT.
The Executive Head of the State Gov-

ernment is the Governor. He is chosen by
the direct vote of the people. The Governor

appoints all the important military officers

connected with the State, members of State

Boards of Charity, Trustees of the State Asy-

lums, and of other State institutions, mem-

bers of the State Board of Education, etc.,

etc. He has also the power of veto and,

hence, much influence upon the making of

the State Laws. The votes of two-thirds of

the State Legislature are needed to pass a

law over the Governor's veto. The Governor

is Commander-in-Chief of the State Militia,

and can send soldiers to any part of the

State where they are needed : this he does

in cases of riots, insurrections, or any mob-

gatherings for any unlawful purpose, to pre-

serve order and insure safety to peaceful

citizens.
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THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

The General Assembly—or State Legis-

lature—is the body that makes laws for the

State. Its organization is similar to that of

the Congress of the United States. It con-

sists of two Houses—the House of Represen-

tatives and the Senate. The Governor can

influence the making of laws by the State

Legislature in the same way in which the

President influences law-making in Con-

gress, for laws are passed in the State Legis-

latu're just as laws are passed in the United

States Congress. The House of Representa-

tives in the State elects its presiding officer,

who is called "Speaker of the House". He

appoints committees to examine the bills pre-

sented to the Legislature and to report them

to the House for adoption just as bills are

presented to Congress. The State Legislature

can pass any law for the general welfare of

the State, but these laws must be in harmony
with the Constitution of the United States.

Each State passes its own laws, and hence

there are many differences in the laws of the

states which make the United States.
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State Representatives are elected for

terms of two years. State Senators are

elected for four-year terms.

CITY GOVERNMENT.

The Executive Head of the City is the

Mayor; the law-making body is the City

Council. Mayor's power lies in his veto, but

still more in his appointive power.

Following are some of the important

appointments of officials made by the Mayor

in the City of Chicago :
—

The Board of Education.

The Chief of Police.

The Chief of the Fire Department.

Commissioner of Public Works.

Commissioner of Health.

Superintendent of the Water Bureau.

City Engineer.

City Sealer, etc., etc.

Since 1907, the Mayor of Chicago is

elected for four-year terms; at the regular

city elections, the Tuesday after the first

Monday in April,

From the foregoing it is clear that the

education of your children, your safety and
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that of your family, the cleanliness of the

city, and public decency, all depend directly

upon the kind of Mayor you elect. If a

Mayor is elected who, personally, does not

care for decency and order, you may be sure

that he will quite probably appoint a Chief

of Police who will be careless about enforc-

ing the law, and the indecent elements will

have free play. It is important to note,

therefore, what the candidate for Mayor is—
not only what he says he is, and what he

promises to do. Also, it is not enough to

look what his personal convictions are, but

also whether he is strong" enough, energetic

enough, and fearless enough, to carry out

these convictions. If a Mayor is a good

man, but at the same time weak—Alas for

the city! It is worse than having a strong

man who may have a few personal faults.

A man of good character and unquestionable

strength to carry out his beliefs should be

the ideal.



55 A Primer of Civics

THE CITY COUNCIL.

The City Council is the body that makes

the laws governing the City. A law passed

by a City Council is called an Ordinance.

Ordinances must not conflict with the Con-

stitution of the United States, with the Con-

stitution of the State, or with the City

Charter. The organization of the City Coun-

cil differs from that of Congress and that

of the State Legislature in that it has but

one House—or deliberative body—where the

other bodies have each two Houses. Presid-

ing officer of the Council is the Mayor.

Passing an Ordinance is, then, a simpler

matter than passing a Bill in Congress or in

the State Legislature, mainly because of

there being but the one House. If the Mayor
vetoes an Ordinance, votes of two-thirds of

the Council are necessary to pass it over

his veto.

WHAT A CITY COUNCIL CAN DO.

A City Council can give Franchises—
that is, the right to do business—to public

utility corporation*!; such as gas companies,
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electric light companies, street-car compa-

nies, telephone companies, etc., for such com-

panies have no right to "operate"—that is,

do business—without first getting permis-

sion from the City Council. Such permission

to operate is called a Franchise. If the City-

Council is made up of able and honest men,

it will not give a franchise to a company
without assurance that the company will

give good service at reasonable rates to the

people. For example, in Chicago, the Council

compelled the Gas Company to reduce the

rate from $1.00 to $.85 per thousand cubic

feet of gas; in Detroit, the Council succeeded

in getting a three-cent fare on some of the

street-car lines.

Frequently, the companies try to control

the Council : they contribute money to the

election campaign fund of this or that Alder-

man; there have been cases, even, where

Aldermen have been offered special favors

and even bribes, by certain companies, for

their votes on franchises. This is the way in

which the people may be robbed of good

service and reasonable rates if they are not
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watchful. If the people will not vote, or if

they are careless about choosing their can-

didate, they cannot expect good things for

themselves, and deserve the bad treatment

that is sure to come from their carelessness

and laziness in performing their duties as

citizens. The thing to do is to be active and

to let no opportunity go by without making
a good fight for one's own rights and for

the public good.

ELECTION OF ALDERMEN.

The City of Chicago is divided into

thirty-five (35) Wards; as each Ward elects

two (2) Aldermen to the Council, one each

year, there are seventy (70) Aldermen. Elec-

tions of Aldermen are held on the regular

city election day, the first Tuesday after the

first Monday in April.

A candidate for alderman must be a

citizen with full right to vote
;
he must reside

in the Ward in which he is a candidate, and

must have been a resident of the city during

the year just before the election. Each alder-

man is elected for two (2) years. Aldermen
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are nominated by the people, in Chicago,

and in other cities where the Primary Law
has been adopted by the State.

THE ALDERMAN AND THE WARD.

Each "Ward in our city has two alder-

men whose business it is to take care of the

interests of the Ward they represent. What
does the Ward exrpect from its aldermen?

What should each Ward expect? What
should a private citizen expect? These are

questions that every citizen ought to be able

to answer. Good citizenship begins with the

Ward—indeed, it begins farther back, it be-

gins in the Precinct, the smaller division of

the Ward. It is impossible for you to do

great things in State or National govern-

ment, if you can not, or will not, take any
interest in the affairs of your own Precinct

—in the government of your own Ward. Let

us try, then, to answer these questions.

What does the Ward expect from the

Aledrmen elected to represent its interests?

It is self evident that the aldermen are

expected to vote for laws that are to benefit
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the whole city, for these laws will help the

Ward also; but there are special things in

each Ward to be looked after, and it is the

duty of the aldermen to do this work. Such

things are :

1. The Cleanliness of the Ward:

The City pays money for cleaning the

streets and alleys, and for the removal of

garbage. Each Ward is entitled to a certain

amount of attention; if in any Ward, this

cleaning is poorly done, if the number of

teams removing garbage is not sufficient, if

garbage is dumped in the Ward in places

where it will injure the health of the people,

the Aldermen can do much to make things

better. If they do not do this, the citizens

should ask them to do so, either individually,

or, still better, as a body.

2. Light :

The same can be said about street-light-

ing; many crimes and accidents would be

prevented, if all the streets were well-lighted.

But in some places this matter is badly neg-

lected. The aldermen can—and ought to take

it upon themselves to see that good lighting
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is provided everywhere. On the other hand,

citizens should see to it that street lamps

are not vrantonly broken by children and

mischievous youths. It is shocking to learn

that, in one year, $50,000 had to be paid for

glass needed to replace the broken panes in

the street lamps.

3. Safety :

The alderman can prevent the laying

of tracks and the stretching of dangerous

wires in places where they would endanger

the free passing of people, or where they

would encroach upon public property. Ag-

gressive, forceful intervention of the alder-

men will surely prevent any of these things.

If the aldermen will not do their duty on

their own initiative, the citizens ought to

appeal to them
;
such appeal, if supported by

a strong body of voters, will, as a rule, bring

results.

4. Car Service and Telephone Service:

Even here, the aldermen's assistance is

valuable. Are the cars dirty? or poorly

heated? Is the ear service poor? Your alder-

men can make changes for the better in these



61 A Primer of Civics

things, if you will stand back of him and

give him proper support.

All the foregoing things you have a

right to expect and to demand as a citizen

and a voter. There are some things however,
that citizens should not ask and should not

expect. These things are the numerous little

personal favors that conflict with the ordi-

nances and the city regulations. Many of

these have to do with the fire ordinances and

with the health ordinances. Do not ask

your alderman to help you get a building

permit that you have not been able to get

by yourself because your plan conflicts with

the building law : do not feel bitter towards

him if he will not get it for you—you ought
not to have it. Do not ask him to help you
to evade the requirements of the health de-

partment in regard to proper water closets,

prevention of disease, in regard to domestic

animals (cattle), all of which are calculated

for the best interests of yourself and your

neighbors. Do not ask your alderman to

save you from putting down a new sidewalk

in place of the dangerous old one in front
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of your house
;
do not ask him to delay pav-

ing your street : remember that every cent

paid for these improvements will come back

to you in the increased value of your prop-

erty; that is, the property with good side-

walks and well-paved streets is worth more

than that which has no sidewalks and where

the street is unpaved. And do not forget

that, in time, all the streets will be paved,

and that you will only be delaying a good

and absolutely necessary work. Be a pro-

gressive citizen, and share in the expense of

carrying on the good work of the Govern-

ment gladly and willingly.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT.
Without health there is no happiness.

As it is the business of the Government to

do all so that people can be happy, the City

Government has a Department devoted to

Public Health. It is foolish to fight with the

medical inspectors and school authorities, or

to refuse to follow advice of those who are

in charge of your public health. Putting a

red card on your door, when your child is

sick with diphtheria or other contagious dis-
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ease, is done to prevent the spreading of the

disease
; excluding from school those chil-

dren whose brothers and sisters are ill is for

the same reason. Since you know what it is

to suffer from such a disease, are you not

willing that others should be saved from this

suffering? Or would you be so inhuman as

to wish that your neighbors should suffer as

you have suffered? By protecting others

you are really protecting yourself and your

family, for, if everybody would follow the

advice of the authorities, soon there would

be no diseases—or at least they will be so

greatly diminished that there will be much

less danger from them.

A good citizen will do all he can to-

wards prevention of diesases, and will take

pains to inform himself as to how that can

best be done. He will do nothing that will

make the work of the Health Department
fail in its aim. Remember, it is hard to cure

disease, but easy to prevent it; "prevention

is far better than cure." All the advice

given to you by the City Authorities is for

your ov/n good.
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The Health Department inspects milk,

other food stuffs, bakeries, butcher-shops,

fish-stores, groceries, restaurants, etc,—in

order to prevent the sale of unwholesome or

contaminated food which would lead to sick-

ness. The same is done with the drinking

water; people are advised how to avoid sick-

ness by boiling the water whenever it is

found that the water is dangerous to health.

If you are not sure whether tne milk and

food you are getting is clean and safe, you

may have it examined—free—by the chemist

of the Health Department. You can get free

advice upon any subjest relating to health

by applying to the Health authorities.
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CONCLUSION.

It is encouraging that, as a rule, good
men have been nominated and elected Pres-

idents; and that honest and able men have,

in general, been raised to the highest posi-

tions of trust and honor in the country. This

is due to an intelligent interest of the voters.

Each political party wants to succeed and

tries to nominate men who will be pleasing

to most of the voters. It is not just, there-

fore, to say that there is no hope for the

people and that there is no use in striving

for good government. The influential men
in each party are watching anxiously for

any change of public opinion, for they are

trying to satisfy the majority of the people.

If so, what help is there in that? The hope

is that each individual, each citizen, will try

to make the majority of voters g-ood, so that

good will be made the deciding element. This

individual effort is necessary to the welfare

of this country: without it, we would be

slaves even under this Flag of Liberty.
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You, as much as any one else, are to be

active to help the good. Those who only

complain about the evil in the world and
never lift a finger to help the good along,
are despicable characters who are themselves

the cause of the bad condition they de-

nounce. It is hoped that you will have the

courage and energy to perform this sacred

duty of a citizen, watching zealously your

rights and the good of the country.






