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PREFACE.

——ooteto—

I g\'g% ago admirers of the collie pronounced him
Lo the most useful and the most intelligent of all
dogs. At the present time he still bears that
fair fame, and, in addition thereto, occupies a position
second to none of the canine race in pecuniary value.
Hundreds of pounds are often given for the best specimens,
so he is cared for accordingly. Fifty years since, and before
the establishment of dog shows, a five pound note was
fair value for the best working animal that could be pro-
duced; now he will bring more than twenty times that
sum for his good looks alone. The latter have made him
a favourite, and his popularity is only excelled by that of
the fox terrier.

Much has been written about the sheep dog or collie,
and no doubt abundance of information thereon is ready
to follow. In the following pages an endeavour has been
made to trace his progress from the fold and mountain to
the drawing room and the parlour, not omitting to specially
mention all the varied duties he is now called upon and
expected to fulfil.

The subject of competitive trials has had particular
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iv Preface.

attention, and my knowledge of such contests has enabled
me to'treat them more fully than any previous writer. If
my praise of ““Collie trials with sheep’ has any effect in
extending such useful institutions to some locality in which
they have not previously been known, a good object will
have been served; for the shepherd applies to his dog the
motto, “handsome is that handsome does.” The more
sensible the dog, the better his adaptability for household
usefulness and as an ordinary companion. Dog shows
have added to the beauty of the collie; the trials must add
to his intelligence.

As in my preceding volume on the Fox Terrier, appro-
priate vignettes are introduced, which, with the full-page
wood engravings of celebrities in the sheep dog world, are
the work of Mr. Arthur Wardle. Both he and the engraver, -
Mr. C. Butterworth, have done the portion of the task set

them satisfactorily.
RAWDON LEE.
BrixtoN, LoNDON,
Fune, 189o0.
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THE COLLIE OR SHEEP DOG.

——oottloo—

CHAPTER I

EArRLY HISTORY—VARIETIES OF THE SHEPHERD’S DOG—
SCRIPTURAL ALLUSION — ALDROVANDUS —AN EARLY
RECIPE FOR DYEING A DOG—SUPPOSED ORIGIN —
ALLEGED CROSSES.

00—

4 NLIKE many varieties of the dog common to the
British Isles, and which must in a great measure
= be considered indigenous thereto, the shepherd’s
dog, in one form or another, is to be found in each hemi-
sphere, and in every country where sheep or goats or cattle
form a part of the wealth of the inhabitants, whose lives-
are consequently more or less pastoral. Thus, for its
history we must go back many hundreds of years—so far,
indeed, that particulars of its origin appear to be entirely
lost. _ :
Many eminent naturalists, Buffon amongst the number,
were of opinion that the original dog was a sheep dog, or
one which answered the same purpose: an animal sagacious
enough to assist the shepherd to watch the flocks and
herds; strong enough to protect them from ravenous
animals, and ferocious enough to keep the thief and the
robber at a distance. Thus, in those countries where wild
B




®
.
.
.
e

.
.

.
-
-
.

-
o o
.
o 4,
esece sseoe

.
L e
“ s ¢
tee o
. .o

.o
“ %

2 The Collie or Sheep Dog.

animals were powerful and numerous, the shepherds’ dogs
were and are big and strong in proportion; whilst here,
following the extinction of the wolf, the sheep dogs gradually
came to lose their ferocity ; and nature, as usual, producing
the fittest for the purpose, gave us the sagacious and hand-
some creature which, in a somewhat improved form, survives
at the present time. The huge dogs of Thibet, more mastiff-
like in appearance than anything else, form a connecting
link between the modern sheep dog and his historic ancestor,
when the latter was expected to perform the treble duty
already mentioned as required of him. And many of the
wandering, pastoral tribes in parts of Asia and elsewhere,
have their shepherds’ dogs as big and strong and ferocious
as they can be made. Much of their sagacity is thus lost ;
and even where the flocks form the chief wealth of the
country, we look in vain for that almost human knowledge
and extraordinary instinct found in the common sheep dog
of the British Isles.

More frequently seen in this country than are those of
Thibet, we find the so-called Pyrenean sheep dogs which
from time to time appear at our leading dog shows. Here
again have we a large, powerful, and handsome animal with
sufficient strength, if he possesses the.courage, to success-
fully cope with any wolf that may feel inclined to pick off
one of his master’s sheep. The Pyrenean dog, like his
cousin of Thibet, is produced of the character best fitted
to be useful to the shepherd on his native mountains. This
dog not only is required to prevent the flock from becoming
scattered, but to guard it from the depredations of wolves
and foxes, which are by no means uncommon. The Pyrenean
sheep (or guard) dogs seen here are probably about 8olb.
or over in weight, mostly white in colour, with fawn or
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pale brown markings, very much in appearance resembling
what would be produced from a cross between a Scotch
collie as we see him now and a modern St. Bernard. He
is light in colour and sagacious in expression; whilst the
Asiatic dog used for very much similar purposes is dark in
colour, black and tan, and ferocious in appearance. These
two varieties are mentioned thus early in order to draw
attention to the fact that such dogs do exist, and to a
certain extent are used in the protection of the flocks and
herds ; but, personally, I do not believe that they have any
right to be classified amongst the sheep dogs proper. Then
there are the herd dogs of the Himalayas, again strong,
ferocious animals, guardians of the flocks and herds of
their owners; and most countries have bred at one time or
another similar animals, from which the common stock has
evidently descended.

Both Homer and Virgil make repeated allusions to dogs
of various descriptions, those of the swineherds being
perhaps the nearest approach to the shepherds’ dogs. They
are sometimes called savage dogs, at other times mastiffs.

Nor, last forget thy faithful dogs: but feed
With fattening whey the mastiff's generous breed,
And Spartan race, who, for the fold's relief,

Will prosecute with cries the nightly thief,
Repulse the prowling wolf, and hold at bay
The mountain robbers rushing to their prey.

Briton Riviere, R.A,, one of the great animal painters of
modern times, has recently given us, in a charming picture,
“Pallas Athene and the Herdsman’s Dogs,” his suggestion
of the pastoral dogs in use when Homer wrote. These are
the usual hyena-wolf-like animals of the East, with erect
ears and arched backs; but Riviere depicts them as better

B 2



4 The Collie or Sheep Dog.

fed, healthier-looking creatures than the pariah is usually
made to appear on canvas, and as he exists in his feral
state. They are certainly far removed from the mastiff or
Mollossian type, which Virgil would lead us to believe the
shepherds’ dogs were; and, in the absence of sundry goats
(not swine) in the background, these herdsmen’s dogs of
our modern artist, might be taken for wild animals being
scared from the patriarch’s flocks by the lovely vision of
Minerva. But the same hand has treated us to some even
more collie-like dogs than the above, in his two paintings,
“The Wounded Adonis ”’ and “ Adonis’ Farewell.”

It would be interesting to know where the great artist
obtained his suggestion as to the colour he gives these
dogs, five of them in the second picture accompanying the
hero on a hunting excursion.

Hunting he loved, but love he laughed to scorn.

These animals, fawning upon and leaping around their
master, possess heads of the same type and with the same
kindly, sagacious expression in their features as seen in
our best shepherds’ dogs of to-day. In colour they are
varying shades of so-called sable,fawn and orange, and black
and tan, the fashionable hue to be seen on the show bench,
as rich and bright as the handsomest to be found at the
late Crystal Palace and Birmingham exhibitions, and with
the white collar round their neck and white breasts like-
wise. One generally believed these collies, rich orange
sable in colour, were of modern manufacture, bred to attract
the eye and please the taste of their owner and of the.
judge in the ring. Riviere on canvas tells us a different
story, and makes us afraid to consider these two lovely
works mythologically quite correct. Well enough they
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will please the student of the dog who wishes to make that
of the shepherd the ideal from which all other varieties
have sprung, and it is right perhaps that so handsome a
‘huntsman should be accompanied by equally handsome
dogs. Still, as a pack they do not seem likely animals to
cope successfully with the

Foul, grim, and urchin-snouted boar.

that killed Adonis, from whose blood the fair anemone was
said to spring.

In some quarters astonishment is at times expressed that
in the Old and New Testaments, in which so much is
written of flocks and shepherds, so little is said as to dogs
used for the protection of the former. As a fact no
allusion whatever is made in the New Testament to shep-
herds’ dogs of any kind, and, in the Old Testament, only in
Job does the diligent searcher after knowledge find any
verse which gives the inference that at the time the book
was written dogs of some kind were used as assistants to
those who looked after the flocks. The passage in question
is to be found in chapter 30, verse 1, and is as follows:
“Whose fathers I would have disdained to have set with
the dogs of my flocks.”

This, then, is the only allusion throughout the whole of
the Scriptures which can be taken to mean the sheep dog.
The Jews considered the dog an unclean beast, as they are
said to have done all quadrupeds that had cloven hoofs or
"did not chew the cud. Such being the case there is little
wonder that so useful an animal as the shepherds’ dog
should fail to meet with his deserts from Jewish historians.

Dr. Tristram, in his Natural History of the Bible, is very
meagre in the information he gives about the dog. His
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illustration of the Syrian dog is in some respects by no
means unlike the modern collie, although more wolf-like
in general character, especially in the shape of his
body. He says that the Jews, not being a hunting people,
did not utilise the instinct of the dog for the pursuit of
game. On the contrary the Egyptians had several varieties
of the dog trained for domestic purposes—some for hunting,
others as pets, holding them in peculiar estimation. “They
saw in the horizon,” says M. Blaze in his History of the
Dog (Paris, 1843), “a superb star, which appeared always
at the precise time when the over-flowing of the Nile
commenced, and they gave to it the name of Sirius. This
Sirius is a god ; the dog renders us a service ; it is a god,”
said they. “The dog thus came to be regarded as the god
of the river, which the people represented with the body of a
man and the head of a dog. This river god was also given
a genealogy, bearing the name of Anubis, son of Osiris;
its image was placed at the entrance of the temple of Isis
and Osiris, and subsequently at the gates of all the temples
in Egypt.” (The latter possibly was in honour of Osiris,
who has the credit of being the introducer of civilisation
into Egypt.) Blaze proceeds to say, ““ The dog being the
symbol of vigilance, it was thus intended to warn princes
of their constant duty to watch over the welfare of their
people. The dog was worshipped principally at Hermopolis
the Great, and ultimately-in all towns in Egypt. Juvenal
writes : ‘Whole cities worship the dog; not one Diana.’
At a subsequent period Cynopolis, the ‘ City of the Dog’
was built in the dog’s honour, and there the priests cele-
brated its festivals in great splendour.”

Other writers say that Anubis was represented as
bearing a dog’s head, because, when Osiris proceeded upon
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his Indian expedition, Anubis accompanied him clothed in
dog skins. This is, however, a doubtful statement, as some
assert that Anubis was clad in the skin of a sheep, and not
in that of a dog. Whichever of the two stories be correct,
there is no doubt the dog that guarded the property and
the flocks of the Egyptians was thoroughly honoured, his
popularity travelled rapidly westward, and the worship of
the dog god came to be intermingled with the religious
ceremonies of other nations. Lucan says, “We have
received into our Roman temples thine Isis, and divinities
half dog.” . . . The fire-worshippers of Persia paid
divine honour to the dog, and he is still held in deep
veneration by the Parsees.

In allusion to the quotation from Job already given, Canon
Tristram says the dogs were only used as guards, to protect
the herds and flocks from wolves and jackals, and not to
drive them. When dogs were first instructed in the art of
driving sheep, and the ordinary purposes for which a well-
trained collie is required at the present day, there is nothing
to show.

That they were not so utilised in Great Britain to any
great extent three or four hundred years ago I take to be a
fact, because throughout the whole of Shakespere’s plays
not a single allusion is made to the shepherd’s dog. The
ordinary dog of course appears often enough, and so does
the shepherd, but any combination of the two is not to be
met with. Had shepherds’ dogs been in common use when
the great dramatist and poet lived, some reference or other
would doubtless have been made to them, and, although I
cannot believe that the English farmstead in the sixteenth
century was without its dogs for some other purpose than
sporting, the conclusion must naturally be reached that they
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were certainly not so much used in connection with the
sheep and cattle as is the case to-day.

The learned Ulysses Aldrovandus, who wrote a gigantic
work in Latin on Natural History, died in 1607, and some
part of his magnum opus was published after his death.
His allusions to the ¢ villaticus canis,” the farm dog, are
particularly interesting and valuable, for his critics said
“All his writings are marked by fulness of knowledge and
the most reverent spirit.” Dr. Caius (1550) gives Canis
wvillaticus as the ban-dog, which he describes as a mastiff,
“terrible and frightful to behold, and more fierce and fell
than any Arcadian curre . . . They are serviceable
against the foxe and badger, to-drive wild and tame swyne
out of medowes, pastures, glebe landes, and places planted
with fruite, to bayte and take the bull by the eare when
occasion so requireth.” A good all-round dog; and if not
useful in this country at the time the learned doctor wrote,
Canisvillaticus had been used for similar purposes centuries
before, a watch dog rather than the dog of the shepherd.
Of the latter Aldrovandus says, “In build he resembles
the hound ; he ought to be gentle to his own household,
savage to those outside it, and not to be taken in by
caresses. He should be robust, with a muscular body, and
noisy in his deep bark, so that by his bold baying, he may
threaten on all sides and frighten away prowlers. He
should have a fierce light in his eyes, portending the
lightning attack by his teeth on the rash enemy. He
should be black in his coat in order to appear more
fearful to thieves in the day-light, and being of the same
shade as night itself—to be able to make his way quite
unseen by enemies and thieves.” ‘

' Aldrovandus next. proceeds to tell us how to make a
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white dog black, a piece of dishonest practice which of late
years has been in vogue to a certain extent, especially
so far as darkening what might be the white breast of
a black and tan terrier. One was hardly prepared to find
that any persons would have found it to their advantage
to act so dishonestly with a dog hundreds of years ago,
when the ordinary reader would little imagine ‘‘faking”
was in vogue. However, here is the author’s mode of
procedure: “The country dog may, however, happen to be
white, although in other respects he may be very good.
The first thing to do then is to make him of a black colour.
Take some quick-lime and let it effervesce in water along
with a lump of litharge, and if you rub the dog with this
it will easily blacken him.” Rather a drastic recipe, and
one which must have been used with great care. Our
author notwithstanding, I believe the white dog uncoloured
would do his duty quite as well, and be found of equal
use with the black one, be the latter artificially made so
or in his natural habit.

These same dogs that Aldrovandus describes, according
to Bellonius, “in Turkey have no individual owners, conse-
quently do not go inside the houses, merely having a
shelter stuck up for them in the yard under which they
sleep; and alongside the walls of the house there are
certain stone troughs into which bread, scraps, and bones
are thrown, and on these they feed. They protect the
place where they are brought up, and from it they drive
away prowling dogs and wolves.”

Blondus says shepherds could not defend a large flock
of sheep from prowling wolves without their sheep dogs
that are armed with iron collars like that faithful shepherd’s
-dog referred to by the poet—*safeguard of his property,
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which lies all night on the doorstep.” In the old days,
amongst the Romans, wolves increased to such an extent
that owners of sheep were obliged to keep a pack of fifty
dogs to guard the flocks. Conradus Heresbach selected
males to perform these duties in preference to females,
although, the same writer says, *‘ splayed bitches are equally
as watchful and most ready with their teeth.” Heresbach,
contrary to Aldrovandus, preferred white as the desirable
colour for a sheep dog, in order that he might better be
distinguished from a distance by wolves and thieves, and
avoided. Varro recommends a sheep dog of large size,
and loud in his bark. Niphus, like Virgil, calls the sheep
dog “ mastivus,” and the shepherds’ dogs of Epirus were
celebrated for their excellence.

Aldrovandus proceeds to say that as dogs of this class
have to spend most of their lives along with flocks and
herds, they are to be entirely fed on whey. Sometimes
they are given barley meal cooked in milk and water, and
occasionally beans are mixed therewith. Columella, another
ancient authority on the matter of sheep dogs, forbids them
touching the flesh of the animals they look after in order
that they may not become savage towards them; and
a third writer, at a little later period, says it is “very
difficult to call in sheep dogs that have once acquired a
taste for raw meat.”

Although some of these notes from Aldrovandus do not
bear very closely upon my subject, others do, and collec-
tively they prove that the shepherd’s dog of his day and
preceding it, was more or less a powerful, savage animal,
to be feared by marauders either biped or quadruped.
Not a word is said as to his sagacity in driving his flocks
or herds, or collecting the stragglers which fresh sweet
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pasture may have tempted to wander away from the main
body. The sheep dog of that era bore a greater resemblance
to the modern Pyrenean guard dog than it did to the
collie of the British Isles as it is known now, and fifty such
powerful animals must have proved a formidable pack for
the farmer to feed and the shepherds to look after.

As to feeding these dogs on whey (which Virgil also
alludes to in a quotation made earlier in this chapter), barley
meal, &c., in order to prevent them acquiring a taste for
meat, some of our modern agriculturists might take a lesson.
Most of the lamb and sheep worrying that takes place
periodically is done by the farmers’ own dogs, that have
possibly acquired a “taste for mutton” through being
allowed to feed upon a dead lamb or sheep which the
shepherd has been too lazy or indolent to bury. Or when
they have done the latter, possibly so little earth has
been placed over the carcases that passing dogs are not
prevented smelling them, which, as opportunity affords,
scratch up the decomposing filth, filling themselves to
repletion thereon. Many good dogs have thus been utterly
ruined by the carelessness of their owners; and when a
sheep dog or collie once gets this liking for “ mutton,” he
waits not his turn for a dead sheep, but, prowling out at
night time, kills one for himself. Possibly, he carefully
covers over the remains of the carcase, to which he will
return the following day and continue so to do until the
bones are picked, and scraps of wool, blown about by the
breeze, remain the. only signs of the tragedy which has
been enacted. This is a subject which will be returned to
later on.

Dr. Caius, or Keyes, in his *“Treatise on Englishe
Dogges,” already alluded to, and the earliest work on the
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subject in the English language when it came to be trans-
lated from the Latin by Abraham Fleming, includes the
shepherd’s dog in the fourth section of his dissertation. He
alludes to them as “dogs of a coarse kind serving for many
necessary uses, called in Latin Canis pastoralis” Any
illustration of this dog, as he appeared in the sixteenth
century, would no doubt have been most interesting, and
in the absence of such drawing, readers must trust to their
imagination to supply the deficiency.

The quaintness of the writer and his more or less
interesting description must be my excuse for quoting a
great portion of the chapter on the ““shepherd’s hound,”
which he says “is very necessary and profitable for the
avoiding of harms and inconveniences which may come to
men by means of beasts. Our shepherd’s dog is not huge
and vast, and big, but of an indifferent stature and growth,
because it has not to deal with the bloodthirsty wolf, since
there be none in England, which happy and fortunate
benefit is to be ascribed to the puissant Prince Edgar, who
to the intent the whole country might be evacuated and quite
cleared from wolves, charged and commanded the Welshmen
(who were pestered with these butcherly beasts above
measure) to pay him yearly tribute which was (note the
wisdom of the king) three hundred wolves. Some there
be which write that Ludwall Prince of Wales paid yearly
to King Edgar three hundred wolves in the name of an
exaction (as we have said before), and that by the means
hereof, within the compass and term of four years, none of
those noisome and pestilent beasts were left on the coasts
of England and Wales. This Edgar wore the crown royal
and bare the sceptre imperial of this kingdom about the
year of our Lord 959. Since which time we read that no
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wolf has been seen in England, bred within the bounds and
borders of this country, although there have been divers
brought over from beyond the seas for greediness of gain
and to make money for gazing and gaping, staring and
standing to see them, being a strange beast, rare and
seldom seen in England. But to return to our shepherd’s
dog. This dog, either at the hearing of his master’s voice
or at the wagging of his fist, or at his shrill and hoarse
whistling and hissing, bringeth the wandering wethers and
straying sheep into the self-same place where his master’s
will and work is to have them, whereby the shepherd
reapeth the benefit, namely, that with little labour and no
toil of moving his feet he may rule and guide his flock
according to his own desire, either to have them go forward
or stand still, or to draw backward, or to turn this way or
to take that way. For it is notin England as it is in France,
as it is in Flanders, as it is in Syria, as it is in Tartary,
where the sheep follow the shepherd, for here in our
country the shepherd followeth the sheep. And sometimes
the straying sheep, when no dog runneth before them, nor
goeth about and beside them, gather themselves into a
flock when they hear the shepherd whistle, for fear of the
dog (as I imagine), remembering this (if unreasoning
creatures may be reported to have memory) that the dog
commonly runneth out at his master’s warrant, which is his
whistle. This have we oftentimes marked when taking our
journey from town to town; when we have heard a shepherd
whistle, we have reined in our horse and stood still a pace
to see the proof and trial of this matter. Furthermore,
with this dog doth the shepherd take the sheep to slaughter,
and to be healed if they be sick, and no hurt or harm is
done by the dogs to the simple creature.”
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I have endeavoured to somewhat modernize the quaint
spelling, and caused one or two alterations in other particu-
lars, in order to make this oldest record we have of the
working of shepherd’s dog more intelligible to the reader
than it appears in the reprint from which the extract is
copied.

In the volumes of the Royal Zoological Society there is
an engraving of the Hare Indian Dog, evidently the same
animal which Youatt illustrates. This is a handsome
creature, somewhat resembling a collie in expression, but
longer in the head, and with legs and body built more on
the lines of an unusually heavily made Eastern greyhound.
The Arctic explorer, Dr. Richardson, discovered this dog
on the Mackenzie river, and describes it as somewhat
like a Pomeranian in appearance, with broad, erect ears,
sharp at the tips; the tail pendant, with a slight curl
upwards near the tip. The feet of the Hare Indian dog are
thickly clothed with fur, enabling him to run upon the snow
with rapidity and ease. It is a dog nearer allied in
appearance to our modern collie than any other of the
varieties used as guard dogs or beasts of burden in semi-
civilized countries. :

The Samoyede sledge dogs—a class for which was made
at the Kennel Club’s show in February, 1889—are white
in colour, much resembling a modern collie crossed with
a Pomeranian in appearance. They are smaller dogs than
those used in the Arctic regions in drawing sledges, although
their importer, Mr. F. L. James, said they are ordinarily
trained for that purpose.

Here are a number of animals evidently of varying types
and sizes, all used, as it were, for domestic purposes, many
of them valuable as guards to the flocks and herds; others
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acting the part of horses as beasts of burden ; all more or
less domesticated. Did they spring from the same stock ?
At this juncture all information appears to come to an end,
and the origin of the dog, the shepherd’s dog in particular,
is as far off being found as ever.

Although Darwin considers the dog to be descended
from several wild species, he cannot believe that animals
closely resembling the Italian greyhound, the bloodhound,
the bulldog, pug dog, Blenheim spaniel, &c., so unlike all
wild canidz, ever existed in a state of nature. In their
production the great scientist says, ‘there has been an
immense amount of inherited variation,” but he is not very
explicit as to the manner in which this was brought about.
Personally, I see little difficulty in producing a variety
given proper crosses, and say fifteen or twenty years time
in which to work. Darwin thinks the possibility of making
distinct races by crossing has been greatly exaggerated.

During the past quarter of a century extraordinary pro-
gress has been made in the matter of breeding to type in
dogs and in other animals. The various toy spaniels,
including the King Charles and the Blenheims, are very
different in appearance, and especially in the shape of their
heads and their faces, from what they were a generation
past. The bulldogs the same, and to a smaller degree the
change is noted in other varieties. This appears to have
been brought about gradually, and in the first instance,
accidentally almost and without any particular object in
view. Later the exhibition of dogs caused even greater
variation. Owners by mere chance in breeding have had
produced to them a dog with one particular point
enormously exaggerated; this has proved attractive, so the
breeder has continued to, as it were, manufacture by
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judicious crossing other exaggerated properties, which have
come to the neglect of other, possibly equally 1mportant
points. So the changes are brought about.

With the exception of the shepherd’s dog, deerhound,
foxhound, and greyhound, there. is not one strain of
British dog at the present time which bears much more
than a great resemblance to his variety as it was known a
hundred years ago. If such changes as these can be made
in a comparatively short time, in the first instance, brought
about, as I have said, almost accidentally, one may take
for granted that thousands of years can have produced
proportionate variations. Varieties have grown and are
still increasing. Germany has of late given us the
Leonberg dog; America the Chesapeke Bay dog; Britain,
not to be behind, has produced the Paisley terrier; the
Airedale terrier, too,is a comparatively new variety, and
one that produces its puppies true to type and thoroughly
distinct in appearance from any of our other terriers. A
hundred years hence more changes in our dogs will have
been wrought, and may-be the so-called fancy varieties
will come to be “ improved ”’ until past recognition.

In an earlier volume, “The Fox Terrier,” published by
Horace Cox, 346, Strand, I showed, I fancy, pretty plainly
that this fashionable little dog, now white in colour, with
black and brown, or tan, or yellow markings, was originally
a pure black and tan in hue, this change having so far
been produced accidentally. Take our modern sheep dog,
the collie in fact, and examine him carefully, he will not be
found very far removed in expression from some of the
semi-wild dogs still known. The dingo for instance, the.
ordinary Esquimaux, and some of the handsome domesti-
cated Chinese dogs, so-called Chow-Chows, which they are



Similarity in Varieties. 17

not, bear a very striking resemblance in head and coun-
tenance to the modern sheep dog. That the collie is
nearly allied to all these I do not doubt for a moment.

In Scotland there are those who believe the hard-haired
Scotch terrier, the deerhound, and the collie, are one and
the same dog. Though the bodies and general forms of
the three are very diverse, their heads in shape and
expression much resemble each other. Their ears are
much the same in carriage and character, and the disposi-
tions of the three varieties are similar or would be so
were they all brought up and reared under the same
system. The coats or jackets of the deerhound and terrier
are both hard and crisp, and much the same in colour,
fawns or light browns being occasionally found in each,
the prevailing shades being various degrees of brown or
dark brindle. The collie, on the other hand, has a longer
coat of a different colour, perhaps the result of crossing
for fancy rather than for useful purposes. No one who
_possesses any eye for a dog, can fail to notice some resem-
blance between these three native dogs so unlike in some
particulars, so similar in others.

Much has at times been said about crossing the sheepdog
with the black and tan or Gordon setter; the latter was
most probably crossed with the sheep dog. The Scottish
deerhound is a much more likely cross, and some years
ago I struck a trail, which, I thought, if followed to the end,
would result in making a discovery of some deerhound
strain in our modern sheepdog. Although I failed to follow
out the line, personally I believe that the variety of dog to
which this volume is dedicated at a not very remote period
received a considerable impression of this cross. Some
twenty years ago Mr. John Rigg, of the Windermere Hotel,

C
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in the lake district of the north of England, exhibited a
very handsome dog called Rap, and with him took several
prizes at the north country shows in those days. Now Rap,
though a thorough sheepdog in expression and form, in his
fawn colour, shape of head, ears, and texture of coat showed
a most remarkable resemblance to a deerhound. About
the same time and earlier dogs somewhat resembling this
one were occasionally met with in the north, and they most
certainly contained the cross I suggest. It appears to have
died out now, or become amalgamated to such an extent as
to be imperceptible in the modern productions. I wrote
inquiring from Mr. Rigg as to the pedigree of his favourite,
and alas! it had none. It was purchased by its owner from
a cattle dealer at Kendal fair, from whence it was taken to
its new quarters eight miles away by rail. Next day Rap
was missing, and was found to have gone home to Bentham
in Yorkshire, some thirty miles distance, at the earliest
opportunity. The road was unknown to the dog, but on
being taken back to Windermere, and being kindly treated
there, he never repeated the journey.

As 1 said the pedigree could not be traced, Rap looked
half deerhound, and Mr. Rigg himself said he always
thought his favourite contained some ‘“staghound” (deer-
hound) blood. The sagacity of this dog could not be
surpassed, his late owner has been on the look-out for
his equal ever since; and need I say the search has been
unsuccessful. In case any of our modern admirers of the
collie be desirous of obtaining a distinct cross, I would
suggest the trial of deerhound blood in preference to that
of the setter. With the former they would, at any rate,
not lose that “long, lean head” so much fancied by a
section of breeders. Possibly an improved coat could be






CHARTER _11I.

——o U0 —

THE COLLIE—THE MEANING OF THE WORD— THE
“ SPORTSMAN’S CABINET ” — TAIL CUTTING — NORTH
CoUNTRY COLLIES—IN LITERATURE AND ART—HIS
CHARACTER—WORK 7. SHOW.

—00F 00—

F late years the handsome and intelligent collie
has, with the equally good-looking and engaging
fox terrier, divided the fashionable world in its

love for the dog. Both, in their way, are perfect as com-

panions, but the shorter coat of the terrier, his smaller
size, and better adaptability for the house, have given him
priority, and as a fashionable companion the collie has had
to play second fiddle. Long before he came to be an
inhabitant of the drawing-room Mrs. Rawdon Crawley (#zée

Becky Sharp) asked her dear Captain to obtain a shep-

herd’s dog for her; not a dog in fact, but a companion, who

would protect our heroine from the scandals of the gossips,
and allow her to go about with a legitimate protector.

Thackeray little knew when he wrote his best of novels,

that the shepherd’s dog was in the end to become the

ladies’ companion he had suggested, and as it now appears
in the form of the Scotch collie.
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But what is a collie’? ask my readers, and why the name,
and why not the older one of shepherd’s dog? The
derivation of this same word has excited the curiosity of
many writers, leading them into the troubles of research
with about as much result as has been reached as to the
origin of the dog itself. Until within recent years the word
collie was used in conjunction with the word dog, thus
your friend owned a collie dog or a Scotch collie dog, as the
case might be. A collie dog was just a dog used in
connection with a “collie,”” a variety of sheep common to
Scotland, and which the Dictionary of Husbandry, published
in 1743, spelling it colley, describes as “ such sheep as
have black faces and legs. The wool of these sheep is
very harsh with hairs, and not so white as other sheep.”
Shakespere uses the word collie in one or two places, with
a similar meaning of blackened or darkened, thus in the
first scene of the first act of “A Midsummer Night's
Dream,” Lysander speaks to Hermia thus:

Brief as the lightning in the collied night.

and in “ Othello ” the passage occurs:

Having my best judgment collied.

Blackened or darkened the word, now quite obsolete,
means ; derived from the Anglo-Saxon “col,” black; and so
the black-faced and black-legged sheep came to be called
“colleys,” and the dogs that drove them colley dogs. In
due course the word dog was dropped, and as the name of
this Scotch sheep was discontinued, so far as they were con-
cerned it became usurped by a variety of the canine race,
and what was once a sheep, by this odd process of trans-
formation became a dog. So, in fact, only by custom and
privilege is the collie a dog. The former, too, might be
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something else altogether, for in Ireland the loach, a small
bearded fish, which lives mostly under the stones, a capital
bait for salmon, is known as the “colley,” and always talked
of as such. Again, in hawking, a hawk is said ‘“to colly ”
when she stretches out her neck straight forward; and
there is the same word in a different meaning, as “to
colly ” to embrace round the neck. Still this word in its
commonest use means to darken or blacken. A friend of
mine says that about sixty years ago in Northamptonshire
there lived a man who bore the nickname of “ Colly,” a
nom de plume arising from his peculiarly dark complexion
and his coal-black hair. Thus it will be seen that our dog
has in this case obtained more than his just rights, and
the poor black-faced Scotch sheep with its ““coarse wool-
like hairs’ is robbed of its somewhat euphonious, if
comparatively obsolete name.

Hugh Dalziel, in his monograph on the breed, alludes to
the passage in Chaucer, where ‘“ Coll, our dog”’ occurs, and
believes it may be in reference to the colour of the animal.
There is no reason to suppose that ¢ Coll ” was anything
but the name of the dog, as “Jack” or “ Gyp”’ might have
been. Nor is it at all likely that the word was derived
from the “col,” already alluded to, as ‘‘ embracing round the
neck,” because in many cases modern collies have had
and still have a stretch of broad white hairs round their
necks—white collars, in fact. St. Bernards have these
white collars much more pronounced, and in this large
variety of the dog a specimen is not considered perfect
without such a distinguishing mark with a white blaze down
the face.

I think I have produced sufficient evidence to prove how
the word collie, as applied to the shepherd’s dog, came
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to be obtained, and, so far as can be made out, Thomas
Bewick, the eminent wood engraver, was the earliest
writer who used the word as applied to the dog. The first
edition of his Natural History was printed in 1790. It
contains a portrait of “ The coaly,” another form in which
the word is to be found, and the great master in wood
engraving was fond of transferring his ideal sheepdog to
the charming little tail-pieces which adorn so many works.
Bewick’s collie was evidently a dark-coloured, probably a
black and white, dog, with the white collar around his neck,
the white frill on his breast, sometimes two white forelegs,
and generally with semi-erect ears. There was no mis-
taking Bewick’s collies, he drew them full of character, just
as they were found, unadulterated and unimproved, round
about Newcastle and on the borders, where they earned
their living by looking after the sheep, and not by taking
long railway journeys from town to town to bring grist
into the coffers of their owners—the modern duties of all
good-looking dogs.

The Rev. W. Bingley, M.A,, in his memoir of “ British
Quadrupeds” (1809), publishes one of Howitt’s lovely
etchings, which is called the “shepherd’s dog,” and not the
English sheepdog, the expression other contemporary writers
most frequently used. Here we have a black and white
dog driving, at a rapid pace, a small flock of sheep on the
mountains or fells. His head is long, ears semi-erect, and
he possesses a long bushy tail, which, judging from its
position, would, when its owner was walking, be carried
gracefully drooping with the end just turned upwards—

A gawkie tail, wi’ upward curl.

The form of the dog in Howitt’s etching is excellent;
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there is a fair quantity of coat, a broad white collar, the
blaze down the face; and had this shepherd’s dog been
given a milder and more intelligent expression of coun-
tenance, his form appears quite good enough to have
taken a prize at modern shows had he lived to-day.

Unfortunately, the painstaking Bingley is woefully meagre
in his letter-press description, and all he does is to give
the shepherd’s dog a character for instinct and sagacity
“superior to all others, for, whilst the rest require great
care and attention to train them to labour, this animal
applies himself, without any difficulty, to that which he is
usually appropriated. His usefulness alone has been the
recommendation to preserve the species, since no dog can
go through a more extensive variety of duty, nor does any-
one perform more services to his master than this.”

This is not altogether complimentary to the handsome-
ness of our friend, whose actual beauty at the present day
places him on quite a fashionable basis, and makes him one
of our most popular varieties of the dog. Nor is Bingley
quite correct as to a shepherd’s dog requiring no training.
Some strains there are that do require less than others,
but both training and continued work are required to make
even the most sagacious of his race perform his difficult
duties in a proper fashion. Had working trials for sheep-
dogs been in practice when the “Memoir of British Quadru-
peds” was compiled, its reverend and respected author
would not have written as he has done. He does not
allude in any case to the shepherd’s dog as the collie, so
here again we have proof that, excepting, perhaps, locally
in parts of Scotland and in the extreme north of England,
where Thomas Bewick dwelt, the shepherd’s dog was not
known by such a name at that time.
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One would not expect to find much information on this
subject in the “Sportsman’s Cabinet,” two handsome volumes
admirably illustrated, by P. Reinagle, R.A., published in
1803 at seven guineas, and now worth considerably more
than that sum. Still, several pages are devoted to a
description of the shepherd’s dog, and John Scott engraves
from one of Reinagle’s pictures a portraitofthat animal. This
is an old-fashioned semi-bobtailed sheep dog, grey or blue and
white in colour, strong in limbs, long and broad in ears, and
with a hard wiry-looking coat. Not a bad dog of the stamp
of the old-fashioned drover's dog still seen, but unpleasantly
light yellow eyes produce a ferocious and treacherous
expression which would be quite wrong at any time in an
animal of this variety. This dog, although usually used
for driving cattle, is here on the hills—Welsh hills, pro-
bably—looking after a flock of sheep, more like South-
downs than anything else. They are certainly neither the
small black-faced Welsh or Scotch sheep, nor the Herd-
wicks of the north of England. But artists will at times
take liberties with their subjects, often enough, as in this
instance, to the extent of quite spoiling the truthfulness
of what otherwise would have been a pleasant engraving.

The writer of the article is most eulogistic in his praises
of the dog which he calls “a peculiar breed,” now known
as the sheepdog in every rural district of the kingdom. It
is the “ most timid, obedient, placid, serene, and grateful in
creation ; he seems studiously conscious of the purposes
" for which he was formed, and is never so perceptibly
gratified as when affording the most incessant proofs of his
unsullied integrity. Instinctively prone to industry, he is
alive to the slightest sensation of his employer, and would
rather double and treble the watch-line of circumspection
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than be seen indulging in a state of neglectful indolence.
The breed is propagated and preserved with' the greatest
respect to purity in the northern parts of Yorkshire, as
well as in the Highlands of Scotland, where, in the exten-
sive tracts and uncultivated wilds, their services exceed
description.”

The writer proceeds in similarly eulogistic and ponderous.
strains, which, no doubt, are all very well in their way,
but one would very much have preferred some few lines.
descriptive of the dog, of his coat, size, colour and general
character, in place of the adulatory comments and anecdotic
string of stories which follow. Proceeding, however, with
some few lines more of the “ Sportsman's Cabinet” story,
the writer continues: ‘ Constitutionally calm, patient, and
philosophic, the sheep dog appears totally lost to every
appearance of novelty, and insensible to every attraction
beyond the protection and indefatigable preservation of the
flock committed to his charge. In the most sequestered
and remote spots, dreary wilds, and lofty mountains, almost
inaccessible to man, the dog becomes an incredible and
trusty substitute ; for, once initiated into the groundwork of
his office, he soon acquires a perfect knowledge of the
extent of his walk, as well as of every individual of his
flock; and will as regularly select his own, and disperse
obtruders as the most faithful and attentive shepherd in
existence. This becomes the more extraordinary-to the
contemplative mind, when it is recollected what immense
flocks are seen to cover the downy hills of Hants and Wilts,
as far as the eye can reach without control; and to know
that by a single signal from the shepherd this faithful,
sagacious animal, replete with energy, vigilance, and
activity, will make his circle so as to surround a flock of
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hundreds and bring them within any compass that may be
required.

“The sheep dog is so completely absorbed in what seems
the sole business and employment of his life, that he does
not bestow a look, or indulge a wish beyond the constant
protection of the trust reposed in him, and to execute the
commands of his master, which he is always incessantly
anxious to receive, and in fact is invariably looking for by
every solicitous attention it is possible to conceive.
Inured to all weathers, fatigue, and hunger, he is the least
voracious of his species, subsists upon little, and may be
considered truly emblematical of content. Though there
is an appearance of somniferous indolence in the exterior,
it is by no means a constitutional mark of habitual inability;
on the contrary, the sagacity, fidelity, and comprehensive
penetrations of this kind of dog is equal to any other, but
that there is a thoughtful or expressive gravity annexed to
this particular race, as if they were absolutely conscious
of their own utility in business of importance, and the value
of the stock so confidently committed to their care.”

No doubt a really good collie, well trained and accus-
tomed to his work, is the most sensible quadruped in
creation, the huge elephant alone excepted. But the
reader must not get into his mind that all collies are equally
good alike; as in other races of dogs, there are both good,
bad, and indifferent. The continual association of the
shepherd’s dogs with their owners have given them their
unusual degree of intelligence: they live in the house with
him, they accompany him on his daily rounds to look after
the flocks or the herds, they feed with their master as a rule,
and are looked on by him as a part and parcel of his farm
stock. They were thus a hundred years ago and more,
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they remain so now, though their popularity with the masses
and the procedure of dog show business has certainly not
improved the collie from an intellectual point of view. The
exhibitions have improved his coat in profuseness, have
caused the head to lengthen abnormally, and produced him
prettier in colour and handsomer in his markings. He is more
pampered and petted than he used to be, but to a great extent
any advancement in his really legitimate calling has been
sadly neglected. For here again we find that a dog, to be
in good, hard, working condition, is not in that form of long,
flossy coat likely to prove attractive to the judge in the
show ring. And in the latter position his progress has
within the most recent two decades been extraordinary.

From the beginning of the present century to past its
middle appears a long gap, but, during that period little
appears to have been heard of the collie dog outside the
farm on which he was employed. He was found useful,
and kept for the purpose of attending to the cattle and
sheep, as the case might be.

Allusion might be made here to the custom that once
prevailed of cutting the tails of farmers’ dogs, in order,
either that they could be better distinguished from those
kept for sporting purposes by the man whose social
position and wealth allowed him to do so, or to prevent
them becoming adepts at coursing hares, foxes, and
rabbits ; as the removal of the caudal appendage pre-
vented the creature from turning so well when running as
he would do were he in his natural condition. When the
dog taxes were first introduced in 1796 the custom was
almost entirely abolished, although here and there it died
a somewhat lingering death. With it expired the last of
the relics of the feudal times and the old Forest Laws,
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when the villain was compelled to amputate the toes of his
house or shepherd’s dog in order that it could not destroy
the game of his lord and master, to whom he was little
better than a serf. I think there is no doubt that the
custom of docking the dog was a modification of this most
barbarous and painful custom both performed with similar
ends in view.

Indeed, that this was so must be taken for granted, and
the expression a ‘ curtail ” dog was by no means uncommon
three hundred years ago, or even more recently. The word
in this sense is still to be found in some of the older and
more complete dictionaries. Todd, in his excellent edition
of Johnson, says the word ‘‘ curtail,” as applied to the dog,
means ‘“ a dog lawed or mutilated according to the Forest
Laws, whose tail is cut off, and is therefore hindered in
coursing,” and Avon’s immortal bard in his “ Comedy of
Errors” makes Dromio of Syracuse say, “I, amazed, ran
from her as a witch; and I think if my breast had not been
made of faith and my heart of steel, she had transformed
me to a curtail dog, and made me turn i’ the wheel.” A
similar word is put into the mouth of Pistol, in Act II.,
Scene 1., of the “ Merry Wives of Windsor,” when he says,
“Hope 1s a curtall dog in some affairs.”

Thus have we the origin of the word “cur” as yet applied
to the shepherd’s dog in many parts of the country; still
owing to its unpleasant associations and dual meaning,
the word will no doubt become obsolete in the course of a
few generations.

The custom of docking dogs had, however, prevailed so
long that I am firmly of opinion that from it arose the strain
of tailless sheepdogs, which are still to be met with and
are by no means uncommon. Some varieties are less
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frequently found than others, but I have observed smooth
bob-tailed dogs, the ordinary rough-coated ones likewise,
as well as the commoner drover’s dogs, all born without
tails or with the merest apology for the same. I am aware
that there are opinions diverse to these of mine, but,
although there has not yet been produced in this country a
true variety of terrier which comes into the world with
tails already shortened, occasional cases do occur. Two or
three at least have come under my own personal know-
ledge, and, so long ago as eighteen years, I myself bred two
fox terriers of prize strains born with their tails already
shortened. They were not good specimens, so came to be
drowned ; but no doubt from a dog so born, mated with a
bitch bearing a similar peculiarity, a race of bob-tailed fox
terriers could in due course have been produced. As a
fact, even in the pure strains of the old English sheep dog,
which are supposed to be whelped without a tail at all,
caudal appendages varying in length are even oftener
produced than not.

Bearing on the same subject come the Schipperkes from
the Dutch canal boats, black little dogs recently introduced
into this country, and usually born without tails. Surely,
nature in the first instance never made them so, and con-
tinued docking as a process of undesirable civilisation, must
have produced the result. Both in this variety and in the
natural bob-tailed Old English sheepdogs, puppies with and
without tails are produced in the same litters. We search in
vain for an instance where nature has produced tailless speci-
mens of the canidz or. even of the carnivorz in their feral
state, the nearest approach thereto being in the lynxes, a
race thoroughly distinct as compared with any of the
species from which the common dog may have sprung.
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These facts, taken into consideration with reasons already
given, lead me to come to the conclusion already expressed,
that all tailless dogs are more or less artificial productions,
the results of some of the anomalies of our boasted civilisa-
tion. Arguments against my supposition may be produced
in the case of terriers with their ears cut, and hounds with
their aural appendages rounded, but neither is an exactly
analogous case, and the effect on the system, through the
spine and muscles, is much more likely to be of a permanent
character where the tail is operated upon than where the
infliction is confined to the ears.

Following the discontinuance of the custom of cutting
farmers’ dogs’ tails and other changes, sheepdogs had to
pay the same impost to the Legislature as other varieties
of the canine race. This arrangement was, however, not
sufficiently satisfactory as to be permanent, for in 1878,
when the dog regulations were again revised, special
individual exemptions for dogs used in farm work had to
be obtained from the excise, a method of arrangement
which remains in operation at the present time. Bearing
this in mind, agriculturists cannot be too careful in keeping
such exempted dogs solely to their natural work, for in
case they allow them to assist in a day’s rabbit catching on
the farm, the licence is required, and the farmer lays himself
open to a prosecution for keeping such a dog without
paying the usual seven shillings and sixpence for the good
of his country.

The popularity of the collie made much greater progress
in some counties and localities than in others, for, where
sheep formed the staple commodity of the farm, he was found
to be an absolute necessity. This was especially the case in
the more mountainous districts, such as are found in Wales,
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in the North of England, and in Scotland, where each farm,
according to the size of the flock kept, had dogs in propor-
tion. As a rule, on the smaller holdings, when such were
not at work, they accompanied their owner to the market
or wherever he went, even to the extent of following him
to church on a Sunday. The story is told that a stranger
visiting a portion of the Cumberland lake district, asked a
shepherd he met on the fells what kind of a congregation
they had at the little chapel down below on the Sunday?
“Why,” replied the native, “t’ parson’s a rare good sort,
an’ last Sunday, when I went past, thar war ten sheepdogs
liggin’ int’ porch and t’' churchyard.” The shepherd so
judging the size of the congregation, and leaving his
questioner to infer likewise. Odd men were some of these
shepherd dalesmen, writing of forty or fifty years ago
—mostly the farmers themselves or the farmers’ sons.
They are not yet honoured or distinguished by being
placed on canvas as ideals of manly beauty and figure,
with their plaids gracefully thrown round them and sitting
on a heather-clad bank, playing upon some impossible
looking instrument, with their dog gazing up in surprise.
Still, the Cumberland and Westmoreland shepherd is in
many cases a character, and by no means without his share
of retort when anything of the kind is required.

One there was who had given his parson cause to com-
plain of his neglect in attending church on a Sunday. Ona
certain occasion, when morning service had been concluded,
the minister met his parishioner returning from the fells
with his dog at his heels, and judged this a proper time to
administer a little fatherly advice as to the neglect of
religious observances. Good day, John,” said the parson.
“Good day to you, sir,” said the farmer. ‘ And,” con-
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tinued the parson, “I see, John, you have been looking
after your flock, as I have been looking after mine!”
“ Aye, aye, sir,” came the retort; “I hope, parson, as you
found none o’ your flock int’ wicks, as I found some of
mine?” John rather rudely turning on his heels and walking
away. But there was a great deal of pleasant familiarity
between the dalesmen and their “ priest,” as he was called a
few generations ago, and one is not quite sure whether the
increased prudishness and pedantry of the times have been
much to the religious improvement of such localities.

The continued association of the dog and the man was
naturally likely to improve the sensibility of the former,
and when the two, as it were, came to be seldom separated,
the animal’s rare instinct and sagacity were sure to be
developed to an extraordinary extent. The shepherd has
but to wave his hand in a certain direction, and away
gallops his faithful friend to seek what is to be found, and
the little flock is quickly gathered and brought right up to
their master. One sheep may be missing. The dog goes
back to seek it. The last one may be hurt and lame. The
dog by its manner lets the shepherd know such is the case.
“Bring in the cows,” said a farmer friend of mine to his
dog, which lay dozing at his feet, by the kitchen fire. Up
jumps the fine old chap, and, darting through the door and
the farmyard, is out across two or three fields, and, barking
behind the kye, soon brings them to the shippon, where the
farm-servants await to fodder them up for the night, or
milk them, as the case may be. Such is the everyday
work of the farm-dog, and he is almost always a collie now.

Away in the mountains of Scotland, on the fells of the
North of England, and upon the hills of Wales the shep-
herd’s dog becomes the most useful. There a couple of

D
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well-trained collies will do as much work as a dozen men ;
indeed, in many instances bipeds could not go through the
task these hardly-wrought and carefully-trained quadrupeds
pursue day after day. And they perform their labour so
quietly, too; no hurry and bustle, no biting or barking, the
sheep know they have met their master when they have a
good dog to drive them.

Many writers have, from time to time, eulogised the
sheep dog both in prose and poetry. Peter Pindar has
in the latter touchingly related the love that existed
between the old shepherd’s dog and his old master, both
grey with age, still “happy in love did they hobble along;”
and when the poor dog lay down to rise no more, and
dying licking Corin’s hand, we are told—

Not long after Tray did the shepherd remain,
Who oft o’er his grave with true sorrow would bend ;
And when dying, thus feebly was heard the poor swain,
O bury me, neighbours, beside my poor friend.”

Robert Burns, like almost all his countrymen, was much
endeared to the collies of his native land, and in his “ Twa
Dogs,” one of which came from the island where  sailors
fish for cod;” the other Luath, one of his own fancy, has
its character admirably described as follows :

He was a gash and faithfu’ tyke

As ever lap a sleugh or dyke.

His honest, sonsie, bausint face

Aye gat him friends in ilka place.
His breast was white, his towzie back
Weel clad wi’ coat o’ glossy black.
His gawkie tail, wi’ upward curl,
Hung ower his hurdies wi’ a swurl.

Sir Walter Scott might have given us some of his verses
in honour of the sheepdog, instead of doing so much to
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ennoble hounds of various kinds, and a peculiar strain
of terrier which, without the great novelist’s assistance,
would probably not be known to-day, at any rate to the
extent of its present popularity. Personally, 1 always
regretted that the faithful, though cross-bred terrier, that
accompanied young Gough during his fatal ascent of
Helvellyn had not been a sheep dog. . The latter would have
made the more faithful companion, and might have been
despatched for assistance when the unfortunate pedestrian
became prostrate. These words to a well-trained collie,
‘““Hie away home,” and the dog would have gone, and by
his manner let friends know that some accident had hap-
pened to his master. Melancholy as was the occurrence
which formed the subject of one of Sir Walter's most
sympathetic poems, it was rendered even more so by the
supposition that the faithful terrier had prolonged his own
life at the expense of his dead master’s body, a horrible
idea which with a collie could never have been suggested.

James Hogg (the Ettrick Shepherd), Professor Wilson,
Tennyson, all appreciated this variety of dog to the
utmost, but Wordsworth cared very little about dogs.
His poems afforded every opportunity for him to do
his share towards popularising the shepherd’s dog, so
common and faithful in his district of the lakes, but he
allowed the idle boys to find the lost lamb

Still swimming round and round.

In-“The Evening Walk”” Wordsworth, however, notices
this dog a little more generously.
Waving his hat, the shepherd, in the vale
Directs his winding dog the cliffs to scale,—

That barking, busy 'mid the glittering rocks
Hunts, where he points, the intercepted flocks.

D 2
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.Poor misanthropic Byron would possibly not have written
in the vein he did had his dog been a collie.

Perchance my dog will whine in vain,
Till fed by stranger hands;

But long ere I come back again,
He'd tear me where he stands.

And how little shepherds’ dogs were used, at any rate in
the southern parts of our island, approaching a hundred
years ago, may be inferred from the fact that no allusion
is made to them in Robert Bloomfield’s “ The Farmer’s
Boy,” possibly one of the pleasantest and most descriptive
pastoral poems in our language.

With the artists of the present and of some previous
generations, the shepherd’s dog has been a great favourite.
As already stated, Bewick was possibly the first to draw
him correctly and picturesquely in the form as he is seen
to-day, though Howitt, not very much later, followed the
great wood engraver and his school in this respect. Land-
seer, who it may be said popularised the black and white
Newfoundland, which now bears the name of the great
painter, preferred the collie to all other varieties of dog,
not excepting the Highland deerhound. The sympa-
thetic expression of the shepherd’s companion gave the
artist an opportunity of transferring to canvas an effect
which he could convey with his brush better than any
other man. Herein lay Landseer’s great skill, and if he at
times (and Briton Riviere has followed him in this respect),
gave to his dogs an expression too human, such has
been a pleasing exaggeration, and one most satisfactory to
the public. The collie was his favourite dog, and in one of
his less known pictures, ‘“ The Connoisseurs,” a portrait of
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the artist, the characters are supported by a sable and
white typical collie, and a half-bred bloodhound. This
picture is now in the possession of H.R.H. the Prince of
Wales. “The Shepherd’s Chief Mourner”’ again contains
this dog as the principal object in one of the most popular
pictures ; and the same painter’s ¢ Collie Dogs,” one a black
and tan, the other a sable and white, likewise shows his
fondness for this picturesque variety of the canine race.
But Landseer painted many other pictures containing sheep
dogs, and delineated them in a manner that has not been
excelled since, and was never equalled before.

Year after year the exhibitions of the Royal Academy and
of our other picture galleries prove the collie a favourite
by the subjects hanging on their walls. On one occasion
it may be seen in all rusticity by the dog endeavouring
to get a stray lamb out of an unpleasant predicament
(‘“Rescued,” by Wallis Hunt, 1888); on another a more
domestic subject is represented by a pretty little baby-boy
crawling on all fours and looking up into the face of a
handsome collie (“ Can’t you Talk ?”’ by G. Holmes). The
sheep dog in art is, however, a subject that might be dealt
with almost in a volume by itself, and his bare mention in
connection therewith is only required in a work of this
description.  Still, these pictures go to prove his popu-
larity ; possibly, some of the earlier ones have assisted
his progress towards the high estimation in which he is now
held by all classes, he being found equally at home in the
cottage of the shepherd as in the palaces of our Royal
Family. With Her Majesty the Queen the Scotch collie is
a great favourite, and both at Balmoral and Windsor canine
matters are almost entirely monopolised by several hand-
some specimens of the race, gentle, sensible creatures,
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always pleased to be caressed by hands more plebeian than
are those of their Royal mistress.

The collie is admirably adapted as a companion (let alone
his utility for the duty for which he was first brought into
this world), and as such he accompanies the carriage when
its owner goes out for a drive; for his fondness for horses is
scarcely excelled by that of the spotted coach dog or
Dalmatian. He is an excellent guard or watch, too; is not
too demonstrative in his affections, and easily learns to
distinguish between a friend and a foe. In the country (as
in town) he is seen to advantage, for where a terrier
naturally takes to hunting the rabbits and other game that
may be about, the collie will not do so unless he be urged
and encouraged in such delinquencies. It must, however, be
said that he, like frail humanity, is easily led away from the
straight and honest path, and no great pains need be taken
to transform him into a confirmed poacher. Constant
association with his superiors has improved his temper
immensely, and the general disposition of the collie now,
as compared with what it was thirty years or more ago,
is much changed. Then he would rush out of the farm-
yard, sniff at you, turn away, and as you did likewise you
were reminded that the dog had not gone far by feeling
his teeth enter the calf of one of your legs. He does not
do this sort of thing now. If he is ill-natured, and he
seldom is, his vice is done more openly, and he will seize
his supposed foe from the front rather than from behind.

I have always been at a loss to account for this improve-
ment in the collie’s temper, and it can only have arisen
from his more extended association with the general public.
He is, indeed, seldom seen sulky and surly—he may be
sedate, but he is ever ready to appreciate a kind word or
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a pat on the head; and even when kept in the country,
where he seldom sees anyone but his master, his bark on
the appearance of a stranger may be oftener taken as a
call of welcome than as the cry of alarm. The shepherd’s
dog when properly trained is as good in his work now as at
any previous period of his history ; better, perhaps. It must
not, however, be taken for granted that the collie, as he is
now seen obtaining valuable prizes at our canine exhibitions,
is the exact counterpart of the dog met with on the sheep-
farms, and without whom the shepherd could not do his
work. There are distinctions between the two. The
former has been kept for his beauty alone, and most likely
for generations his ancestors had never known what it was
to assist the farmer in his duties. So his descendants
gradually drop out of the work, and when they come to be
trained are not nearly so docile and intelligent as they
would have been had all their progenitors been good
workers.

A young pointer or setter will often intuitively stand
game on the very first occasion he may scent it, a faculty
which has been handed down to him from generation to
generation from dogs which have always been trained to do
the same thing. A retriever puppy for a similar reason is
never happy unless he is carrying something in his mouth.
Neglect to keep up this seeming intuition in the pointer,
setter, or retriever, and see what the result will be in the
course of a few generations? The puppy will no longer
point or draw upon game naturally, and his education will
be ten times as difficult to consummate as it would have
been had the old conditions been continued.

Thus it is with the modern exhibition-bred collie as
compared with the one that has been kept and reared for
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work alone, and produced from parents whose capabilities
and excellences in this respect have been of the highest.
We occasionally see at the various trials with sheep held
in different parts of the country, a rather handsome dog
that is a fairly good worker, but such is the exception,
and I am sorry to write that, so far as shepherding is con-
cerned with the collie—the handsomest dogs are usually the
worst workers, at any rate in public. Some exhibitors will
tell you how splendidly trained to sheep or cattle their
prize-winners are, but if theybe so, such performances do
not appear in public. Attendances for many years at
some of the principal trials have led me to form this opinion-
Indeed, on occasions, the duty has devolved upon me of
awarding a special prize for the handsomest dog that has
worked his sheep to the satisfaction of the judges, and such
prizes, excepting in one or two instances that may be alluded
to later on, have always gone to dogs that could not have
obtained more than a h.c. card at any dog show in the
kingdom. There are cases where good-looking dogs, bred
from prize-winners on the bench, have been entered on the
off chance of the judges allowing them to compete for the
‘““beauty prize,” irrespective of their work in the field; but
the latter is generally so bad that the exhibition-bred
animal is not allowed to enter the ring at the end of the

)

day when this special honour is to be awarded.

Of course I do not mean to infer that the handsome prize
winner will not work at all, my contention merely being
that he cannot perform his duty so well through lack of
opportunity in his progenitors, as the more common-place
creature whose ancestors have spent all their lives amongst
the flocks. A properly-bred collie will take to his work as
naturally as a sporting dog will take to his; and I very
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much regret that the Collie Club has not done as much for
the working capacity of its idol as it has towards beautifying
and improving his appearance. Some of the very best
working shepherds’ dogs I have ever seen have been small,
light-limbed animals, active and fleet, owning intelligent
faces, and with such short wiry coats as to lead one to
suspect a not very remote cross of the terrier which the
farmer has kept to assist in destroying the rats, or to help
the huntsman when he brings his scratch hounds round to
make a raid upon the foxes. At the trials, the smooth-
coated dogs, as a rule, more nearly approach show bench
form than do their rough-jacketed cousins, for speed and
endurance are required rather than long woolly coats, huge
“frills,” and “brushes ” big enough to disgrace the best
that ever hung behind the boldest of bold reynards.
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EARLY SHows—THE FIRST CLASSES FOR SHEEP DOGS—
THE WINNERS THEREIN—GREAT Dogs, “COCKIE,”
“ CHARLEMAGNE,” ¢ RUTLAND,” &C. — NOTABLE
KENNELS—HIGH PRICES.
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gl H E first dog show ever held took place at
Newcastle in 1859, but, being confined entirely
to pointers and setters, no class for sheep
dogs or collies was provided. Although this earliest of
exhibitions of the kind was on such a small scale, with a

matter of sixty entries, it proved so popular and successful
that it was followed by others in various parts of the
country, and in November of the same year the first
Birmingham show took place. That at Newcastle had
been held in June, and was chiefly organised by Mr. Richard
Brailsford, who likewise was responsible for the one in the
Midlands. The latter was again confined to sporting dogs.
Then in 1860 the prize-list came to be considerably
extended, non-sporting dogs were included, and here came
the first class for sheep dogs ever arranged for the show
bench, dogs and bitches of all strains competing together.
The farmer at that time knew little of the value of his
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dog outside his own fold, and Laddie, or whatever his name
might be, had not then developed an eminence as a
“fashionable beauty,” a distinction which was attained
later on ; little wonder then that this first shepherds’ dog
class was a small one—five entries all told. The judging
was undertaken by Mr. W. Lort, who is still to be found, as
brisk and skilful as ever, awarding honour in the ring to
either horses or dogs, and by the late Mr. J. H. Walsh
(“Stonehenge”). In the end but one prize was awarded, it
going to what was called a ““ pure Scotch bitch,” exhibited
by Mr. W. Wakefield, of Hurley, Warwickshire, who thus
had the honour of taking the first show bench prize ever
offered for a shepherd’s dog. Two others of the entries
were Scotch, collies shall I write, but the word was not in
common use even then, excepting in Scotland and nearer
the borders. The remaining exhibits were called English
sheepdogs.

How different this one class for the variety thirty years
ago from the ten that were provided in 188g—five entries
then, one hundred and six now. But at Liverpool show,
held during January, 189o, the entry for collies reached the
extraordinary number of 245, owing, no doubt, to the
excellent classification provided. There were, however,
not that number of individual dogs benched, as several of
the animals competed in more than one class. Still the
figures show what strides in public estimation this dog has
made during the last three decades.

For some time immediately following 1860 shepherd’s
dogs did not form a leading feature at any of the shows,
and ten years later, Birmingham could only boast of an
entry of fourteen, when a dog, that I consider one of the
very best of the variety ever shown, took second honours.
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This was Cockie, then shown by Mr. W. White, Sherwood
Rise, near Nottingham, of which more anon. The first
Newcastle show was followed by others, and in 1864 a class
for sheep dogs in the county town of Northumberland
secured eight entries, two of the exhibitors being Mr. James
Hedley, the well-known greyhound coursing judge, and Mr.
Jacob Wilson (now Sir Jacob Wilson), so well known by
his work in connection with the Royal Agricultural Society.
Hanley, in Staffordshre, was responsible for a good
provincial show in 1868, and amongst the nine sheep-
dogs benched were two by the Rev. W. J. Mellor, and by
Mr. R. J. Lloyd Price, of Rhiwlas. The first named took
leading honours with his dog, which had not a name, but
Mr. Price was not so fortunate. Another exhibitor, who
survives, could show and win in this class so long ago as
1863, viz., Mr. T. Wootten, whose old, heavy-coated,
characteristic, if rather coarse headed dog, Rover, came
second at Birmingham that year, and in the following one
likewise; Mr. Greaves, M.P., of Barford, Warwickshire,
winning first on both occasions, with a dog called Yarrow.
Between this period and 1870 the London and provincial
shows, the latter especially, secured fairly large entries
when classes were given for sheep dogs; and it was during
this decade that such exhibitions became popularised, and
at the same time the dogs that made them attracted more
than passing attention. In 1868 Darlington took the
initiative, and duplicated the class by giving one for dogs
and one for bitches, there being twenty-four entries in the
one and seven in the other. A strange anomaly appears
here, not an error as it has been considered, but merely a
local custom, the males were called ““shepherds’ dogs,” the
females “cur bitches.” In many parts of the country the
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cognomen still remains with the shepherds’ dogs, although
not restricted to the one sex, and cur dog and cur bitch are
by no means of unusual application anywhere north of
the Trent. The term “cur’ is neither a nice one, nor
complimentary to so noble a breed of dog as that of
the shepherds’, for he is by no means that ignoble and
worthless variety such an ill-chosen name implies.

Two years later, viz.,, in 1870, the Darlington manage-
ment came again to the fore by providing a challenge
class which was for both dogs and bitches; the open one
was likewise for dogs and bitches rough coated, and now
for about the first time was a special class provided for the
smooth coated variety. The latter, very numerous in north
Yorkshire, Durham, and Northumberland, useful active
dogs both on the hill and fell sides, and on the leveller and
lower-lying pastures. Five champions were forward,
twenty-five rough coated dogs and bitches, and fifteen
smooth coated ones.

So much for the progress of classes, and most of the
dogs that were winners up to twenty years ago are well-
nigh forgotten. Rovers and Laddies were in force —
eight of the former and eleven of the latter appear in
the first volume of the Stud Book—and few now recollect
Mr. Palhorpe’s Rover, Mr. Gamon’s Laddie, Mr. John
Inman’s Samson, Mr. J. Ashcroft’s Rob, or Mr. J. Smith’s
Rover, all great, good dogs in their day, prize-winners,
and the best of their race at that time.

Most of these were rather heavy, cumbersome animals,
generally black and tan in colour, sometimes grey or dull
brown or mixed brindle sable, the bright red or orange
tints being scarcely known then. Mr. Inman’s dog did a
considerable amount of winning at local shows, and he was
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a thorough type of a collie, which I fancy would be useful
to cross with the somewhat effeminate-headed animals so
popular now. Black and tan in colour, with little white
about him, his coat was dense and close underneath, harder
on the surface ; he was a big dog, with moderate ears, rather
slow in his movements, a little sour in his expression, but
with a skull and face that denoted more than ordinary
intelligence, a stamp of animal more likely to be useful as
an assistant to the drover rather than to the shepherd. As
a fact, the best of these early-day sheep dogs were picked
up by their exhibitors in the cattle-markets of our country
and larger towns, whither the farmers and dealers had
brought them with their sheep or other live stock. They
had been bred without any idea as to pedigree, and when
anything more than usually good looking came to be
produced such was rather by reason of good luck than
otherwise.

Allusion has already been made to that excellent dog
“Cockie,” from whom are descended almost all the best
collies of the present day, and what old Jock and Old Trap
were in fox terriers, old Cockie was certainly in sheep dogs,
well nigh the progenitor of the present race of his variety.
History does not tell us where he was bred. The Kennel
Club Stud-book makes pretence of doing so, but it is
quite as wrong in printing that he was bred by Mr. W. H.
Johnson, of Eccles, as it is in stating (a gross printer’s
error) that he was born in 1368! Mr. W. White was the
first man who showed the dog, which he did with an extra-
ordinary amount of thoroughly deserved success, for Cockie
was certainly by far the best dog of his day, and were he
as young and fit now as when I saw him win in a large
«class at Carlisle in 1870, there is no dog to-day who could
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fairly and squarely beat him. Some judges might put him
back, but they would be his vanquishers and not those of
his own tribe opposed to him. As a fact, at the Carlisle
show in question, he was the only dog that had been
winning prizes this side the border that the judges noticed,
and they were farmers and agriculturists who had never
seen Cockie before, and made their awards from his
appearance of a likelihood for work more than from his
beauty alone. The dog could receive no higher testimonial
than this, and those Carlisle farmers pronounced him by
far the best collie dog they had ever seen.

Cockie was a brown sable and white in colour, the
brown shading considerably mixed with darker coloured
hair. His legs and feet were of the best, so was his
coat, though, perhaps, modern admirers of the woolly
jacket would take exception to the hardness, denseness, and
slight waviness in Cockie’s. He had a strong back, well
muscled loins, nice stern, well carried, and his head and
expression were perfect; so were his ears small and
well carried, though in the photograph from which the
engraving at the commencement of this volume was
made, the ears are thrown back into the hair on the
neck. This is the type of collie that should be produced
now. He was good all round, without exaggeration in
any particular feature. Cockie only became the property
of Mr. Johnson when past his best, and was kept by that
gentlemen as a sensible companion, and no dog was more
so; but the poor old fellow developed an obesity in his
later days which quite spoiled his shape, and resulted in a
loss of coat and general form much to be deplored. How-
ever, he left some good sons and daughters behind him when
he died in August, 1882, in the possession of Mr. J. Bissell,
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Birmingham, cared for and cherished as so excellent a
dog deserved. Prior to the whilom champion obtaining
sanctuary at Great Bars he was sold by auction in one of
the local repositories, realising but three pounds orso. Mr.
Bissell repurchased him for £10. The best dog of his day
bringing to a close his public life in a manner similar to
that in which a few years later, another almost equally
celebrated sheep dog commenced his career.

I take Cockie’s best performance to be that at Carlisle,
but he was repeatedly seen winning either first or second
honours at Birmingham, always being defeated by inferior
animals. At Nottingham, in 1872, he could only come
second to Mr. Holmes’s Bob, a black and tan, if I remember
aright ; and Mr. Henry Lacy’s Mec beat him at Birmingham
one year, but on another occasion the tables were turned.
This last-named dog was a great winner in his day, and
must have had a curious career. He, like Cockie, had no
reliable pedigree, but, unlike his superior, was a black and
tan dog, peculiarly good in head, ears, and general form,
but soft in coat, and rather deficient in brightness of
expression. Mec first came into notice at a small show
held at Bedford Leigh, in Lancashire, where he was pur-
chased for about £3 by the late Mr. John Henshall, of
Salford, the writer being present, and a witness to the
bargain at the time. Bulldogs were, however, more in Mr.
Henshall’s line than collies, so in due course Mec, for a
consideration, was transferred to the kennels of Mr.
Henry Lacy, of Hebden Bridge, then a constant frequenter
of dog shows, and at the same time a most successful
exhibitor. For him Mec won many prizes, and proved
fairly useful as a stud dog.

Another celebrity about this time was Mr. Christopher
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W. Wilson’s Malcolm, a peculiarly richly-coloured black
and tan dog, purchased for a few pounds at Penrith show,
I think, in 1870. Again is there no pedigree, and consider-
able- confusion is made in his entry in the first volume of
the Stud Book. Malcolm was a fair dog only, when com-
pared with an animal like Cockie—his temper was not so
amiable as it might have been, and he carried his stern in
somewhat Pomeranian-like fashion, curled into his back.
He might have been a success at the stud: I have seen
excellent dogs by him, but, unfortunately, when in his
prime there was a nonsensical idea that the black and tan
sheepdogs obtained their colour through crossing with the
Gordon setter. . There is no doubt the contrary was the
case, and that the Gordon setter had his coat and sensi-
bility improved by being crossed with the Highland sheep
dog. Black and white, black and tan, and black, white,
and tan were the real Scotch collie colours before the
gaudier and handsomer reds, yellows, or browns (now known
as sables) were produced. If Malcolm did not prove so
great a success as he might have done had he lived in less
vilifying times, the prizes he won for his owner induced a
fondness for the show ring which culminated in Mr. Wilson
obtaining a world-wide celebrity as the breeder of many of
the best hackneys and ponies of the day.

Coming a year or two later than the three already
described notabilities, was Mr. S. E. Shirley’s Shamrock, a
tri-coloured showily-marked dog in black, white, and tan,
and one not much after my fancy owing to a peculiar soft-
ness in his expression, even amounting to silliness, which,
in one or two cases he, unfortunately, transmitted to
his offspring, and his coat was not of a good texture.
Strangely, this dog came from the north of Ireland, but no

E
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doubt his immediate ancestors sprung from Scotland, and
his sire is given as Mr. Call’s Shep, his dam being Mr. C.
Glasby’s Bess. Shamrock had more than his fair share of
show honours during 1873, and following him from the
same kennel came Tricolour, Trefoil, and Hornpipe, the
latter possibly the best of the batch the popular chairman
of the Kennel Club has shown. The strain of Mr. Shirley’s
dogs is in the main responsible for almost all the good
collies now winning on the bench, for his Trefoil was the
sire of Charlemagne, whose successes at the stud have been
quite equal to those of any sire that either preceded or has
followed him. Charlemagne’s dam was Maud, a daughter
of Cockie. No doubt, this continuity of type handed
down from the Trefoil and Shamrock strains, points to their
purity in the first instance, and one may almost wonder
what our present collies would have been like had the above
strains, and their distinguished ancestor, old Cockie, never
had an existence.

One of this strain (Highlander, by Cockie—Hulakin), now
the property of Mr. T. Easton, Storrs Farm, Windermere,
when a puppy was purchased by Mr. T. Bassett from Mr.
Shirley for about £80—a long price in those days, but which
a few years later came to be exceeded on many occasions.
Highlander is one of the wearing sort. He is as good now
at eight years old as when he was a young dog, not one of
the narrow-headed contingent—a thorough collie in every
way, with a protective jacket; but his ears are not always
carried in quite orthodox fashion. In his time he begat
a very good dog in Rob Roy Macgregor, from that exceed-
ingly well-bred bitch, Hasty, by Carlyle—Glen. Rob Roy
Macgregor was a handsome tricolour, black, white, and tan,
a strong, heavy dog, a useful rather than an ornamental
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sort, and one that did not remain long upon the show
bench.

Prior to the era of the two last-named dogs, other nota-
bilities were to the fore, one named Carlyle, a big sable,
first shown by Mr. Skidmore, of Nantwich; later by
Dr. James and Mr. Ashwen, creating quite a sensation by
reason of the great length of his head and face. His ears
were bad, so was his type, and the unusual length of his
head was owing to the fact of his being very much “ pig-
jawed, z.e., the upper jaw and teeth projected in front
of the lower, a deformity in my eyes, but one which did
not appear to keep him out of the prize lists. So he was
bred from, and may be responsible in some degree for the
narrow heads that are so far from uncommon in this year
of grace 18go. A better dog than this was old Hero. I
think the same that was shown by Mr. E. Oldroyd, so early
as 1873, and the almost black Marcus, which Mr. W, W.
Thomson had imported from Scotland (Carlyle’s home),
was far above the average—a collie, in fact, if a little short
in the neck and rather loaded at his shoulders.

This was a stamp of dog of a kind often admired on the
benches at the Edinburgh and Glasgow shows, and time
after time such were found winning chief prizes. Person-
ally, I regret the almost total extinction of these black and
black and white specimens, many of them having white
collars or frills, white breasts, and white at the tips of their
tails. Such were usually useful-looking dogs for work, not
too low on their legs, nor with a superabundance of coat.
Their feet were thick and tight, their activity could not
be surpassed, and in correct expression and character they
were not excelled by the best of the more modern strains.
Some specimens of the latter might beat these black and

E 2
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whites in smallness of ear, but in nothing else; and does
not Burns tell us the collie should be black and white?
One of the best of these came south, a bitch named Time,
which George Stables, now kennelman to Sir Humphrey de
Trafford, claimed at one of the Scottish shows for some-
thing like £15. She was an excellent bitch in every way,
and, so far as show was concerned, must have proved
remunerative to her exhibitor.

Another of these white and blacks, a heavier stamp
though than Time, ran well at the Westmoreland trials some '
years later, viz., in 1883, and in the end won the cup
presented by Lady Bective for the handsomest dog on
the ground, whose work had proved satisfactory. This dog,
Sir William, direct from Scotland, was the property of the
shepherd on the Storrs Farm, on the banks of Windermere,
and had not had special training for the Field Trial work.
The only animal approaching this strain I know to-day in
England as a winner on the bench, is that right excellent
old dog Sly Fox, the property of Mr. H. Ralph (London).
He is a medium-sized dog, with not very much white about
him, his sire was Fox, his dam being Zulu Princess by
Marcus, he of course inheriting the black blood on his
dam’s side. This cross of the sables with the blacks—for
Fox was of the sable strain, being by Charlemagne—appears
to have been fairly successful, for the owner of Sly Fox,
whenever he be inclined to put his dogs on the show bench,
has something above an average tobe seen, What’s Wanted
and Johnny Norman usually being there or thereabouts in
the prize-list. Sly Fox has done a considerable amount of
winning, and is at the present time eligible to compete
in the champion classes.

In such a summary as this it is not quite advisable to
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keep a correct chronological order, so continuing with
modern times the successful epoch of Mr. James Bissell is
reached. I suppose from 1878 to about 1884 Mr. Bissell
had almost his own way in the matter of collies, for by
judicious mating and careful breeding he obtained a strain,
the best specimens of which were at that time quite
invincible. A sable dog called Wolf, another son of
Cockie’s, from Lorna, by Tartan—Maud, was his first great
success, and with him he won at Birmingham in 1879,
also securing chief honours in the bitch class with Flirt, and
the champion prize with another bitch called Lorna. All
these were good animals, but in the open dog class was a
puppy shown, and he got V.H.C., that was destined to
make a great name in the canine world and attain chief
honours at Curzon Hall for five years in succession. This
was the well-known Charlemagne, considered by many
good judges to be the best collie of all times; I considered
him inferior to Cockie, though no doubt the handsomer
animal of the two—more of the drawing-room dog in fact.
Charlemagne is a clear sable and white in colour, with
beautifully placed and exquisitely-carried ears; his coat
is profuse, close, and of prime texture; his bone is
good, his fore legs and feet of the best; he might with
advantage have more powerful loins, and he is rather
cow-hocked, a defect that increasing years intensified.
His expression, docile and amiable, is a little lacking fire,
but as bright and intellectual as Nature could produce on
any dog. He was, however, a dog of a generation, and from
1880 to 1884 inclusive, during the Birmingham show week,
Mr. Bissell’s favourite might have been seen holding quite
a levee and behaving himself well under the circumstances.
This dog lasted well because he was not overshown, and
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he was not beaten in his champion class at Birmingham
until the black and tan dog Rutland was placed over him in
1885. After being kept at home for a time one was some-
what taken aback to find the old dog, notwithstanding the
eleven years and more through which he had lived, occupy-
ing the first bench in the last show of the Collie Club, held
in Holborn in February, 18go. Yes! there he was,
surrounded by spectators as usual, grizzled and grey some-
what, yet retaining his old form and character in an
extraordinary manner. He had grown more like his grand
sire Cockie than ever. His coat was thick and dense as
ever, crispish, too, a good warm jacket if a little too curly
for modern tastes. He had little to beat in the department
of veterans he so well graced, but when the contest for the
sixty guinea challenge cup came on, in whick he had to
compete against all the prize winners in the show, matters,
were different. He was not smart and brisk in the ring.
How could he be so? Still, the judge, Mr. Wake-Walker,
placed him over all, because he considered him best in
every way excepting so far as locomotion was concerned.
Many bold bids of good money have been made for
Charlemagne, and at times dogs of much the same blood were
claimed at what must be considered exorbitant prices, the
little sable dog Eclipse to wit, which Mr. W. W. Thomson
secured at Birmingham, on behalf of Mr. George Krehl, for
4100, This was a nice dog all round, too bitch-like though,
and by no means a bargain for the hundred pound note,
though no doubt in one way and another his owner made
him a remunerative speculation. Eclipse was a dog of
charming disposition and much sense, and no one need
desire a handsomer dog as a companion, for which purpose
the Scotch Collie has gradually drifted southwards from a
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northern home amid fern and heather, with a bed in a
corner of his master’'s plaid, left hanging loose for the
purpose. Is he happier in his new abode? forms a question
the dog could only answer for himself—that he is better
fed because more valued pecuniarily, there can be no doubt.
But gentle walking exercise in the bustling thoroughfare of
our large centres must have come as a great change to his
unlimited galloping and exercising ground on the northern
hills. Possibly, with the dog as with the man, what the eye
does not see the heart does not grieve for.

There is an interesting history attached to the next
notable collie dog I shall mention—a history .so unique, so
peculiar throughout, that one is led to express astonishment
at the occurrence of such a thing in these enlightened
times, when the knowledge of the good points of a dog is
said to be possessed by every man. We hear of ci-devant
Derby and Leger favourites ending their days between the
shafts of a hansom or in the knacker’s yard; here we have
the case of a dog whose fortune varied even to a greater
extent. The Rev. Hans Hamilton had a black and tan
puppy which he presented to Mr. S. E. Shirley, who in turn
handed it over to Sir Charles Mordaunt, who, unfortunately,
did not bring up the dog in the paths of honesty, and, not
contented with roaming over the demesne of Sir Charles,
it strayed apace, and chased the sheep on a neighbouring
farm. For this crime he was sentenced to be transported,
and, in part exchange for a rather noted prize winner called
Staffa, became the property of Mr. Walker, of Warwick.
That gentleman did not fancy the budding champion much,
so sent him over to the Birmingham Repository, where
such things are sold, and here, for fifty shillings, the dog
became the property of Mr. Emery, a collie exhibitor and
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an admirer of the gentle race. We next see the dogin a
selling class at Gloucester, where, attracting the eye
of Mr. S. Boddington, of Birmingham, he was claimed
for £5. In four months more, that astute judge having
christened his new purchase Rutland, showed him to such
advantage that the dog had become a champion, was
recognised as about the best of his variety before the
public, and as such was eventually sold to Mr. A. H. Meg-
son, of Manchester for, it is said, £250. Cockie had been
purchased in one of the markets in the Midlands for a
couple of pounds. Mec, another champion, was picked up
for little more than that sum, and here we have a third
pillar of the collie world once given away, then sold for
fifty shillings, eventually to find a purchaser and a happy
home for the extraordinary sum of £250, for which quite a
flock of very good sheep could be obtained. Do not
prices such as these prove some indication that the farmer,
in these times of agricultural depression, might add to his
revenue by endeavouring to breed Rutlands, Mecs, and
Cockies. Surely, if he could not produce animals quite of
their value he might be able to obtain specimens worth £10
or £20; at any rate, conducted on a small scale, breeding
from good strains of the collie would be much more
remunerative than poultry keeping and fruit culture on a
large scale. :

Rutland, a medium-sized dog, of black and tan colour,
without any white tag or collar to relieve the two shades,
was not quite so attractive to the eye as gaudier markings
would have made him. Still, he was a dog of that good
class that the more you looked at him the better he
pleased, and, indeed, there was little fault to be found with
him, although personally he would have pleased better
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had he stood a little higher on his legs and possessed more
character in his expression. His coat, head, ears, and
general shape were tip top, and these, with his other good
qualities, he in many cases managed to impress upon his
sons and daughters, and ‘“Rutland blood” is still much in
request. '

Before, however, proceeding with the strains that bring
one rapidly right up to the present time, something must
be said about Mr. M. C. Ashwin’s Cocksie, a dog that has
often been confused, owing to the resemblance in name,
with his sire Cockie. As I write, Cocksie is still fresh and
well, though fourteen years old this very day (February 16th),
and he has never been out of the hands of his present
owner, who bred him from Lassie, a winning bitch without
pedigree, a brown sable and white in colour. Cocksie was
remarkable for his extraordinarily profuse coat, of good
quality, which he still retains. He was a good all-round
dog, but not quite equal to his sire in character and expres-
sion, though he won a large number of first prizes at the
leading shows, being twice second at Birmingham, in 1879,
beating Charlemagne, and on several occasions he was
placed at the head of affairs at the London shows of the
Kennel Club. It is thirteen years since Cocksie won his
first prize, a gold medal, presented by Mr. Panmure Gordon
for the best collie at the Islington show, 1877, which had
never previously won a prize.

So long-lived a dog as this favourite of Mr. Ashwin’s,
naturally carries us over a great many years, and is, indeed,
a connecting link with the past and present generations.
Much - exhibited dogs are not long-lived, some eight
years or so being, as a rule, the limit of their span, and
seldom do they retain their good looks to take a premier
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position for more than two or three years, some few
animals already mentioned being quite exceptions to the
rule.

Although one has considerable fault to find with many of
the collies that are now taking prizes, especially as being
unfitted for their legitimate work, there is no doubt that at
the present time there are more really good specimens in
the country than at any previous time of our history. A
dozen or two first-class animals could readily be mentioned.
There are many good judges of the variety, but a far
greater number of individuals who take a pride in breeding
them to pattern, or as near to pattern as possible.

The Rev. Hans Hamilton has for years been a most
successful exhibitor with dogs of his own breeding, his
Captain, Peggie II., Dorothy, Woodmansterne Lothian
(who unfortunately succumbed to distemper before he had
reached that position on the show bench to which he
would have attained) with others already mentioned—all
being noteworthy. Mr. Hamilton has, I believe, on more
than one occasion, had the honour of presenting his collies
to Her Majesty, a privilege likewise granted to the Messrs.
Charles, neighbours of Mr. Ashwin, already alluded to, near
Stratford-on-Avon. The latter gentlemen, time after time,
introduced some of our best specimens to the public, and
made a speciality of producing occasional dogs almost
white in colour—handsome and unique as companions, but
not so useful for working purposes as others less like the
sheep themselves. Possibly, their best dog was the Squire,
whose defect lay in a deficiency of coat, recently sold to
America for a large sum—as was Bendigo, a son of his, a
most promising puppy that does not seem to have realised
early anticipations of excellence. Some of Messrs. Charles’
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bitches were particularly good, the lovely rich red sable
Bertha being, to my idea, the best of her sex on the bench
for about two years; she, however, like the Squire, did not
grow a profuse coat, but what there was of it was of excel-
lent texture. Earlier than this Messrs. Charles had the
privilege of bringing out that excellent bitch Flurry.

Mr. J. J. Steward, of near Rugby, has also been a
successful breeder, and he may well claim to have the
honour of introducing the most sensational collie puppy on
record. This young dog (Caractacus) was sensational in
many ways: the difference of opinion as to his merits and
the extraordinary price for which he was sold at Liverpool
show in 1888. He was there entered in the catalogue at
4100, and, after winning first prize in the puppy class
under Mr. C. H. Wheeler, the officiating judge, was
claimed by several individuals who admired the dog. The
latter being the case, the fortunate puppy was put up to
auction with the result that he did not become the property
of Mr. Megson, of Manchester, until £350 had been bid!
Caractacus, then nine months old, sickened from distemper,
after the show, but, fortunately, did not succumb thereto
as many good dogs have done, and will do again.

Now for a description of this extraordinary puppy. Heis
a grey sable in colour, with a little white—an ugly colour, in
fact, and his appearance is by no means improved by a
couple of very light-coloured eyes. He is a big dog,
weighing about 64lb., standing on the best of legs and
feet, with power both in front and behind, and his coat is
good, so are his ears, and there is no fault to be found
with the shape of his head. His detractors contend that
his expression is all wrong, arising, no doubt, from his
colour, and the lightness of his eyes, and that he moves
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stiffly, and would be little use as a sheepdog at all so far as
work is concerned. I cannot say they are wrong, and, so
far as appearances are concerned, Caractacus was as high
priced as he was dear. Mr. Megson has, in his kennel,
some better dogs than this, including the particularly
handsome Metchley Wonder (of which an engraving
appears facing page 66), for which rumour says he paid
Mr. S. Boddington £530! This is a handsome sable
and white dog, of medium size, probably 55lb. or so in
weight, and with generally little fault to be found with
him, excepting one would like to have seen a broader skull
that would have given an appearance of greater intelli-
gence in the face than Wonder presents at present;
still, his exceedingly perfect legs and feet, excellent
body, strong and muscular hind quarters, in combination
with other fine attributes, stamp him as one of the best
of his variety hitherto introduced to the public, and he
promises to even excel such notabilities as Cockie and
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